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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
UNESCO along with World Jewish congress launched
Holocaust education website
● The U.N. culture and education agency has teamed up with the World
Jewish Congress and launched “Facts about the Holocaust” site at the
cultural agency’s Paris headquarters. It is a website to counter
Holocaust denial and anti-Semitism.
● The site features a trove of historical information about the Holocaust,
including testimonies and it is linked to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum's Online Holocaust Encyclopedia. This move is to combat the
increased hate and disinformation online on Jewish issues.
● Anti-semitism:
○ Anti-semitism is hostility to, prejudice, or discrimination against
Jews. A person who holds such positions is called an anti-semite.
○ Anti-semitism is generally considered to be a form of racism.

World leaders to participate in virtual climate summit to cut
carbon footprint
● World leaders are to participate in an innovative climate change
summit that is to be taken place entirely online so it is carbon neutral.
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● The eco-friendly event stands in stark contrast to many other
international political summits, which involve thousands of delegates
jetting across the world to a venue where they stay in air-conditioned
comfort.
● The Virtual Climate Summit is the brainchild of Marshall Islands
President Hilda Heine, whose low-lying Pacific island nation will
drown beneath rising seas if global warming continues unabated.

U.S. suspended USD 1.66 billion assistance to Pakistan
● The U.S. suspended $1.66 billion in security assistance to Pakistan.
This happened days after President Donald Trump said the country
does not do “a damn thing” for America alleging that its government
had helped al-Qaeda chief Osama bin Laden hide near its garrison city
of Abbottabad.
● Ties between the US and Pakistan strained after Trump, while
announcing his Afghanistan and South Asia policy in August last year,
hit out at Pakistan for providing safe havens to "agents of chaos" that
kill Americans in Afghanistan and warned Islamabad that it has "much
to lose" by harboring terrorists.
● In September, the Trump administration cancelled $300 million in
military aid to Islamabad for not doing enough against terror groups
like the Haqqani Network and the Taliban active on its soil.
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WTO panels afreed to review U.S. steel, aluminium tariffs
● The World Trade Organization (WTO) agreed to hear complaints
from a range of countries over new U.S. steel and aluminum tariffs, as
well as complaints from Washington over retaliatory duties.
● The WTO’s Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) agreed to establish
panels to review U.S. President Donald Trump’s decision to hit a long
line of countries with tariffs of 25% on steel and 10% on aluminum.
● The DSB is to create separate panels for the complaints by the
European Union (EU), China, Canada, Mexico, Norway, and Russia.
This move will after the U.S. said it would not agree to a single panel to
hear all of them.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS
PM Modi inaugurated Western Peripheral Expressway in
Gurugram
● The Kundli-Manesar-Palwal expressway, also known as Western
Peripheral Expressway, became fully operational on November 19
after PM Narendra Modi inaugurated its Kundli-Manesar stretch in
Gurugram.
● It'll bring down travel time from Sonipat to Manesar to about 45
minutes.
● Along with Eastern Peripheral Expressway, the six-lane expressway is
expected to divert over 50,000 heavy vehicles away from Delhi.

Punjab government bans hookah parlours after Gujarat and
Maharashtra
● After Maharashtra and Gujarat, Punjab becomes country's third state
to ban hookah bars or lounges. The ban was announced through a law
after President Ram Nath Kovind has given assent to a bill from the
state to check the use of tobacco.
● President has approved the Cigarettes and other Tobacco Products
(Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and Commerce,
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Production, Supply and Distribution) (Punjab Amendment) Bill, 2018
recently.
● The Punjab assembly had passed the Bill in March, 2018.

Government approves Rs.676 crore housing complex project
for MPs in Delhi
● The Environment Ministry has given the final clearance for a project to
build duplex flats for Members of Parliament (MP) at a cost of
₹676.5 crore in New Delhi.

● The building complex will have 264 new flats along with servant
quarters and basement car parking.
● It will be constructed over an area of 19,91,37 square metre.

Cabinet approved extension reservation for Maratha
community
● The Maharashtra Cabinet approved the decision to extend
reservation to the Maratha community.
● The reservation was extended by creating a new category called
Socially and Educationally Backward Class.
● The category creation was based on the recommendations of the State
Backward Class Commission.
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● The announcement was made by the Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis during the eve of the winter session of the State
legislature.

Environment Ministry approved to induce artificial rain via
cloud seeding to clear smog in Delhi
● The Environment Ministry approved a project led by scientists at the
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur to induce artificial rain
via cloud seeding in Delhi.
● The objective is to clear smog in Delhi. The success of the project
depends on the presence of a minimum quantity of rain-bearing clouds
over Delhi.
● In the project, an aircraft has been planned to fly into the clouds and
inject silver iodide, which will lead to the formation of ice crystals that
will make the clouds denser, cause them to condense into rain and settle
atmospheric dust enough to clear the sky.
● Researchers at IIT-Kanpur will use an aircraft of the National Remote
Sensing Agency, an ISRO-affiliated body for the exercise.
● The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) will provide forecasts on
the likelihood of conducive clouds. Delhi’s Air Quality Index (AQI)
on 20 November was in the very poor category.
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India ranked 5th in the list of most vacation deprived nation
in the world: Expedia
● Expedia Vacation Deprivation Report 2018 was released that stated
that India is among the most vacation deprived nation in the world
ranking 5th among the 19 surveyed countries.
● As per data, 53% of Indians take fewer vacation days than they get. 35
percent don’t take leave as work schedule does not allow for vacation.
68 percent of Indians have ended up canceling their vacation due to
work.

Tamil Nadu seeks Rs.14,910 crore aid from Centre
● Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami sought the aid
of Rs.14,910 crore towards relief, permanent restoration and mitigation
efforts in central districts of Tamil Nadu ravaged by Cyclone Gaja.
● The team led by Home ministry official Daniel E. Richard is to arrive
in Chennai. The team is to visit the cyclone-affected areas.
● A sum of Rs.7,077 crore has been sought for permanent restoration
work by the Electricity Department, which is working round the clock
to install over one lakh electric poles.
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BANKING & FINANCE
Government of India and ADB signed USD 300 Million loan
to support IIFCL in India
● The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India
signed a $300 million Loan Agreement to support lending by India
Infrastructure Finance Company Limited (IIFCL) in New Delhi.
● The Project entails:
○ Long-term finance for PPP projects,
○ Improvement of the operational capacity of IIFCL, and
○ Expansion of the portfolio of infrastructure financing instruments
available to IIFCL.

RBI agreed to inject Rs.8,000 crore into the market after 9
hour meeting
● Reserve Bank of India (RBI) agreed to inject Rs.8,000 crore into the
market by purchasing government bonds by November 22.
● RBI will buy these securities through multi-security auction using
multiple price method.
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● An increased cash flow was among the issues behind an alleged rift
between the Centre and RBI.

India and World Bank Sign USD 310 million Loan
Agreement For Jharkhand
● The Government of India, the Government of Jharkhand and the World
Bank signed in New Delhi a $310 million Loan Agreement for
Jharkhand Power System Improvement Project to provide reliable,
quality, and affordable 24×7 electricity to the citizens of Jharkhand.
● The Jharkhand Power System Improvement Project will help build new
power transmission infrastructure, as well as put in place systems to
improve the technical efficiency and commercial performance of the
state power sector utilities.

Ujjivan Small Finance Bank launches personal loan facility
for salaried individuals
● The Ujjivan small finance bank a wholly owned subsidiary of Ujjivan
Financial Services Limited introduced a new personal loan scheme for
salaried individuals.
● The 14 tier I and tier II locations where the product will be launched
are Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Delhi, Kolkata, Pune, Surat, Mumbai,
Mysore, Ankaleshwar, Coimbatore, Kochi, Chennai and Vadodara.
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Personal loans starting from Rs.50,000 up to Rs.15 lakhs will be
offered to salaried professionals who are earning a monthly salary
above Rs.15,000.
● Key features of the product include, loan without any collateral or
deposit of any asset and its attractive interest rate with complete digital
processing.
● However the credit history of the individual will be considered while
passing the loan.
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DEFENCE
Tenth Indra 2018: India, Russia joint military exercise held
in Jhansi, UP
● The 10th joint military exercise between Indian and Russia–
EXERCISE INDRA, under the United Nations (UN) started at Babina
Field Firing Ranges, Babina Military Station, in Jhansi in Uttar
Pradesh.
● The main aim is to combat insurgency.
● The main focus was upon:
○ Training on enhancing team building,
○ Special tactical level operations such as Cordon and Search,
○ To share best practices and
○ For peacekeeping/ enforcement environment.

Indo-US joint military exercise 'Vajra Prahar' commenced
in Jaipur
● Army's Indo-US Joint Special Forces Exercise 2018 commenced on
November 19 at Mahajan Field Firing Range (MFFR), Bikaner and will
conclude on December 2.
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● The American Special Forces will carry out 12 days rigorous joint
training in semi desert and rural terrain with an aim to enhance the
interoperability of the two armed forces and further the military to
military cooperation.

Indian Navy issued LoR to the U.S. for multi role U.S.
copters
● Indian Navy has issued the Letter of Request (LoR) to the U.S.,
under the Foreign Military Sales (FMS) route, for the purchase of 24
MH-60R Multi-Role Helicopters (MRH) in a deal estimated at $2bn.
This is among a series of defence procurements and inductions from the
U.S. and Russia in the last two months.
● The Navy is presently facing a critical shortage of helicopters and
several frontline warships are plying with empty helicopter decks.
● These helicopters are being procured as a replacement for 15 Sea King
ASW helicopters de-inducted from service in 1991 and one Sea King
42B MRH lost in an accident.
● The current MRHs in service, Sea King 42Bs, were inducted in the
1980s.

.com

Current

Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(Nov 19-Nov 25’2018)

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Definition of kilogram changed after 130 years
● The world's standard definition of the kilogram, the ampere, the
kelvin and the mole has been changed, after representatives from 60
countries voted to redefine the International System of Units (SI) for
weight, current, temperature and amount of chemical substance.
● The new definition of Kilogram will be replaced by the Planck
constant. It will adopted on May 20, which is World Metrology Day.
● The new definition of kg involves accurate weighing machines called
'Kibble balance'.

NSE launched online platform for retail investors to buy
G-sec
● National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) launched 'NSE goBID', a
mobile application and web-based platform for retail investors to buy
government securities (G-Secs). It was unveiled by SEBI chairman
Ajay Tyagi.
● Through this app, retail investors can invest in treasury bills (T-Bills)
of 91 days, 182 days and 364 days and various government bonds from
one year to almost 40 years.
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● It will allow investors to make payments directly from their bank
accounts using the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and internet
banking.
● RBI conducts auction of G-sec and T-bills on a weekly basis where
5% of the notified amount is allotted for eligible investors under the
scheme for non-competitive bidding facility.

Neighbourly app launched in Bengaluru, Delhi to gather
information about a neighbourhood: Google NBU
● Google’s Next Billion Users (NBU) team announced the national
roll-out of its Neighbourly app in Delhi and Bangalore.
● The full-fledged app offers services in 8 vernacular languages and is a
targeted app with a geographic radius between 1 to 5 km.
● The initial phase was tested in Mumbai, followed by Jaipur,
Ahmedabad, Mysore, Vizag, Kochi and Coimbatore.

NASA picked ancient Martian river delta for Mars 2020
rover landing
● NASA has picked Jezero Crater, an ancient river delta, as the landing
site for its Mars 2020 rover.
● The Mars 2020 mission is to hunt for evidence of past life on the
earth’s neighboring planet.
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● Even though the Red Planet is now cold and dry, the landing site was
filled with a 500-meter deep lake that opened to a network of rivers
some 3.5 to 3.9 billion years ago.
● Mars 2020 has been designed to land inside the crater and collect
samples that will eventually be returned to Earth for further analysis,
perhaps by the later 2020s.
● The Mars 2020 will look at rocks on a finer scale to see what
biosignatures are preserved.

Sachin Waze launched app offering data protection and
privacy in Mumbai
● A messaging app aimed at reducing rumor-mongering and ensuring
complete data privacy was launched by former police officer Sachin
Waze in Mumbai.
● The app, Direct Baat, is available on Android and is being developed
for other platforms.
● Mr.Waze said the app does not store any data of the user except for
registration details, which eliminates the scope of user data being
leaked owing to external or internal breaches.

.com

Current

Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(Nov 19-Nov 25’2018)

Mohammed VI-B: Morocco launches its second earth
observation satellite
● Morocco’s first satellite named Mohammed VI-A was launched on 8th
November 2017 by Vega rocket from Kourou space center.
● Mohammed VI-B is the second satellite of Morocco’s ambitious space
program- the first in Africa.
● The satellite is named after Mohammed VI, King of Morocco who
launched this ambitious space program in 2013.

.com

Current

Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(Nov 19-Nov 25’2018)

BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Mapletree to buy SP Infocity for Rs. 2,500 crore
● Mapletree Investments Pte Ltd., Singapore-headquartered firm,
acquires SP Infocity, Tamil Nadu for Rs.2,500 crore. SP Infocity is
jointly owned by Canada Pension Plan Investment Board and Shapoorji
Pallonji Investment Advisors Pvt. Ltd., a 100% subsidiary of Shapoorji
Pallonji and Company Private Limited.
● The SP Infocity is spread over 2.7 million sq. ft., SP Infocity, an IT
park on MGR Salai, houses some of the big corporate names from
across the globe. Automobile firm Ford runs its global business
services from its premises.
● Other tenants include Amazon, HSBC and BNP Paribas. Freshworks, a
start-up, has over 1,000 employees working out of the facility.
● As on 31 March, Mapletree owns and manages Singapore $46.3 billion
worth properties.

Jio partnered with KDDI for international roaming on
VoLTE
● Mukesh Ambani led Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd. partnered with KDDI
Corporation

launched

Voice

over
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Term

Evolution
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(VoLTE)-based inbound international roaming between India and
Japan.
● This service makes the international roamers and the Japanese travelers
in India to enjoy HD voice and LTE high-speed data.
● Japan-based KDDI Corporation is the first international service
provider to avail Jio’s service which provides international travelers
access to high-speed data and voice services on Jio’s network.

Paytm partners with LIC for insurance premium payments
● Paytm (One97 Communications Limited), Softbank-backed, digital
payments service provider, partnered with the Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC) to offer online insurance premium
payments on its platform.
● A simpler and faster method of premium payments will be offered
through the Paytm app with the freedom of paying premium through
debit card, credit card, net banking and Paytm Wallet, besides availing
the benefit of several deals and offers.
● Life insurance sector in India is the biggest in the world in terms of
policy count with about 360 million policies.
● It is expected to increase at a Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR)
of 12-15 % over the next five years.
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SPORTS
Alexander Zverev beats world no. 1 Djokovic to win ATP
Finals title
● Alexander Zverev of Germany defeated world number one Novak
Djokovic to win his maiden ATP World Tour Finals title.
● The 21-year-old won with a scoreline of 6-4, 6-3 and became the
youngest player to win the ATP title since Djokovic himself in 2008.
● Further, Zverev became the first German to win the season-ending
tournament since Boris Becker in 1995.

Wasim Jaffer becomes first Indian to touch 11,000-run
milestone in Ranji Trophy
● Veteran first-class cricketer Wasim Jaffer became the first Indian
batsman to touch the 11,000-run figure in the Ranji Trophy.
● The Vidharbha batsman achieved the milestone during the third-round
match against Baroda here at the Vidarbha Cricket Association
(VCA).
● The cricketer, who had made his first-class debut in 1996-97, emerged
as one of the legends of the Indian domestic cricket.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
WCCB won Asia Environment Enforcement Awards for
combating transboundary environmental crime
● The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) was selected for the
Asia Environmental Enforcement Award 2018, for its outstanding
contributions in combating the trans-boundary environmental crime by
United Nations Environment Program (UNEP).
● WCCB is a statutory multi-disciplinary body established by the
government under the Environment Ministry to combat organized
wildlife crime in the country.
● This is the second time in a row that the awards are being given by UN
Environment to India. WCCB’s enforcement officer Mr.RS Sharath
was also selected for Asia Environmental Enforcement Awards 2018
under the individual category.
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VISITS
President Ram Nath Kovind undertook 6 day visit to
Vietnam, Australia
● On the first leg of his two-nation tour, Kovind visited Vietnam from
18-20 November 2018 on the invitation of Mr.Nguyen Phu Trong,
President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.
● In Hanoi, President addressed the Indian community and the
Vietnam-India Business Forum. India and Vietnam have robust trade
and economic relations with bilateral trade of US$ 12.8 billion in
2017-18.
● The President's second leg of the visit was in Australia from
November 21 to 24. This is the first visit by an Indian President to
Australia.
● He unveiled a statue of Mahatma Gandhi in Parramatta, a
prominent suburb of Sydney, in the state of New South Wales.

Karnataka State to introduce biometric attendance system
in govt. colleges
● Karnataka State is to introduce biometric attendance system in
government colleges.
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● The Biometric system of attendance will also be introduced in the
colleges under Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode.
● The teachers and staff of the colleges running in shifts will have to
perform the duty for minimum seven hours divided into shifts.
● Higher Education Minister Prem Prakash Pandey said that the decision
has been taken on directives issued by the Chief Minister Raman Singh
in a meeting of the Department.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Toilet Day is observed on 19 November
● The World Toilet Day is organized around the world on 19th of
November.
● The day is about inspiring action to tackle the global sanitation crisis.
● The theme for WTD 2018 is ‘When Nature Calls’.

Qaumi Ekta Week (National Integration Week) observed
from 19th to 25th November
● Qaumi Ekta Week is observed across the country from 19th to 25th
November to foster and reinforce the spirit of communal harmony and
national integration.
● On November 19, National Integration Day was observed.
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OBITUARY
Padma Shri awardee ad filmmaker Alyque Padamsee passes
away at 90
● He is also known for portraying Muhammad Ali Jinnah in the 1982
film 'Gandhi'. A renowned theatre personality, Padamsee had also
received a Sangeet Natak Akademi Award.
● He was Chairman of the London Institute of Corporate Training and
also served as an adviser to Andhra Pradesh CM Chandrababu
Naidu.

Brigadier Kuldip Singh Chandpuri, hero of Longewala
battle, passed away at 78
● Brigadier (retired) Kuldip Singh Chandpuri is known as the hero of the
Longewala battle against Pakistan in 1971.
● Brigadier Chandpuri had joined the Indian Army in 1962 and was
commissioned to the 23rd Battalion of The Punjab Regiment.
● For his bravery, valour and spirit, Brigadier Chandpuri was the
recipient of many awards and honours. Prominent among these were
the Maha Vir Chakra - for defending the Longewala Post, and the
Vishisht Seva Medal.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Who conferred with Global Education Leaders Award 2018?

A.Dr. Saroj Suman Gulati
B.Dr. Naresh Singh
C.Dr. Suresh Kumar
D.Dr. Krishna Raj

Answer: A

2) How many millions loan did Government of India and ADB
signed to support IIFCL in India?

A.850
B.250
C.450
D.300
Answer: D
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3) PM Modi attended Maldives President __________'s swearing-in
ceremony on November 17, 2018.

A.Abdul Hamid
B.Ibrahim Mohamed Solih
C.Abdulla Yameen
D.Muhammadu Buhari

Answer: B

4) Government has given the final clearance for a project to build
duplex flats for Members of Parliament (MP) at a cost of
Rs._______ crore in New Delhi.

A.726.5
B.486.5
C.546.5
D.676.5
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Answer: D

5) The maximum speed of the India's first indigenously developed
engineless train "Train 18" is _________.

A.220 Km/hr
B.250 Km/hr
C.180 Km/hr
D.270 Km/hr

Answer: A

6) 10th Indra 2018: India, Russia joint military exercise held in
-------?

A.Bengaluru, Karnataka
B.Chennai, Tamil Nadu
C.Jhansi, UP
D.Patna, Bihar
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Answer: C

7) Which state will be hosting 'International Tourism Mart' for the
first time this year, from 22nd November?

A.Tripura
B.Meghalaya
C.Manipur
D.Assam

Answer: A

8) Qaumi Ekta Week (National Integration Week) is observed
across the country from ____ to _______.

A.17th to 23rd November
B.20th to 26th November
C.18th to 24th November
D.19th to 25th November

.com

Current

Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(Nov 19-Nov 25’2018)

Answer: D

9) National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) launched a mobile
application and web-based platform named ________ for retail
investors to buy government securities (G-Secs).

A.NSE goPAY
B.NSE goCASH
C.NSE goBID
D.NSE goBILL

Answer: C

10) Who defeated world number one Novak Djokovic to win his
maiden ATP World Tour Finals title in London?

A.Alexander Zverev
B.Kevin Anderson
C.Roger Federer
D.Kei Nishikori
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Answer: A

11) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) agreed to inject _______ crore into
the market by purchasing government bonds by November 22.

A.Rs.7,000
B.Rs.5,000
C.Rs.9,000
D.Rs.8,000

Answer: D

12) Which tribe, that is recently found to be endangered, lives in
the Island of the Andaman?
A.Goroka
B.Sentinelese
C.Huli
D.Kalam
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Answer: B

13) Indian Navy is to buy 24 MH-60R Multi-Role Helicopters
(MRH) in a deal estimated at $2bn from __________.

A.Russia
B.US
C.Germany
D.Japan

Answer: B

14) With which firm did International Cricket Council (ICC)
make partnership recently?
A.Bing
B.Yahoo
C.Google
D.Ask
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Answer: C

15) In which State did the governor dissolve the State Assembly?
A.Himachal Pradesh
B.J&K
C.Assam
D.Tripura

Answer: A

16) Who inaugurates multi-media digital exhibition on Mahatma
Gandhi at IFFI?
A.Shri Rajyavardhan Rathore
B.Shri Arun Jaitley
C.Shri Suresh Prabhu
D.Shri Varun Karthik

Answer: A
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17) Standard definitions of kilogram, Ampere, Kelvin and mole
changed after ----------?
A.130 years
B.125 years
C.165 years
D.175 years

Answer: A

18) Which year birth anniversary of Guru Nanak observed as a
National Institute of Inter-Faith Studies to be set up in Punjab?
A.225
B.550
C.650
D.380
Answer: B

19) In which country does the Kartarpur Sahib Gurdwara located?
A.India
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B.Pakistan
C.China
D.Bangladesh

Answer: B

20) Ducati is a/an ________ company.
A.US
B.Italy
C.France
D.German
Answer: B

21) Recently, the U.S. suspended $1.66 billion in security assistance
to __________.
A.Afghanistan
B.Pakistan
C.Iran
D.Saudi Arabia
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Answer: B

22) ----------Innovation Park and ICC signed MoU for
energizing startup ecosystem in East and Northeast India?
A.IIM Calcutta
B.IIM Bangalore
C.IIM Ahmedabad
D.IIM Khanpur
Answer: A

23) __________ has ordered a sweeping safety review of
operations and workplace culture, including drug-free policies at
Boeing and SpaceX.
A.NASA
B.JAXA
C.SUPARCO
D.NADA
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Answer: A

24) ------- appoints Abhijit Bose as India head, to set up team in
Gurugram?
A.Whatsapp
B.Facebook
C.Instagram
D.Snapchat
Answer: A

25) Who to receive FIAPF Award?
A.Nandita Das
B.Anil Kapoor
C.Sonam Kapoor
D.Deepak Misra
Answer: A
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