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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
IFSCA introduces Framework for Regulatory Sandbox to tap into innovative
FinTech solutions
The International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA), to develop a
world-class FinTech hub at the IFSC located at GIFT City in Gandhinagar (Gujarat,
India), endeavours to encourage the promotion of financial technologies (FinTech')
initiatives in financial products and financial services across the spectrum of
banking, insurance, securities and fund management.
Highlights:
In the Sandbox framework, entities operating in the capital market, banking,
insurance and financial services space shall be granted facilities to experiment with
innovative FinTech solutions in a live environment and also can be with a limited
set of real clients for a particular time frame.
These features of the framework shall be done with necessary safeguard measures
for investor protection and risk mitigation.
The Regulatory Sandbox will within the IFSC located at GIFT City.
The organisation shall assess the applications and extend suitable regulatory
relaxations to begin limited required testing in the Sandbox.
The details like eligibility criteria, the application and approval process and other
operational aspects of the Sandbox
will be available in the circular.
The Innovation Sandbox will be managed and facilitated by the MIIs operating
within the IFSC.

International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) prescribes
regulatory framework for REITs and InvITs in IFSC
The IFSCA - International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA), to
develop the financial products and services in the Gujarat International Finance TecCity International Financial Services Centre (GIFT IFSC) has prescribed the
regulatory framework for Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) & Infrastructure
Investment Trusts (InvITs) in IFSC.
Highlights:
IFSCA has permitted global participants that are REITs & InvITs incorporated in
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FATF compliant jurisdictions to list on the stock exchanges in GIFT IFSC. InvITs
have been allowed to raise funds through private placements also.
The REITs & InvITs registered in IFSC have been permitted to invest in real estate
assets and infrastructure projects, respectively in IFSC.
The REITs and InvITs that are listed in any of the permissible jurisdictions other
than IFSC (currently USA, Japan, South Korea, United Kingdom excluding British
Overseas Territories, France, Germany, Canada and India) or India have been
permitted to list and trade on the recognised stock exchanges in IFSC, subject to
compliance with their respective laws of the home jurisdiction.
The listing of REITs and InvITs in IFSC shall be following the requirements of the
stock exchanges in IFSC.
The entities in IFSC can participate and benefit from the growth of real estate and
infrastructure sector in international jurisdictions.
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INTERNATIONAL
Indian Navy Sri Lanka Navy Maritime Exercise SLINEX-20 off Trincomalee
The 8th Edition of annual Indian Navy (IN) Sri Lanka Navy (SLN) SLINEX-20 is
scheduled off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka from October 19 to 21 2020. SLINEX-20 is a
maritime exercise. The Navies conducted the previous edition of SLINEX off
Visakhapatnam in September 2019.
Highlights:
The Navy will of Sri Lanka will be represented by SLN Ships Sayura (Offshore
Patrol Vessel) and Gajabahu (Training Ship) led by Rear Admiral Bandara
Jayathilaka, the Flag Officer Commanding Naval Fleet, Sri Lanka Navy.
The Indian Navy will be representing the indigenously built ASW corvettes
'Kamorta' and 'Kiltan' under the command of Rear Admiral Sanjay Vatsayan, Flag
Officer Commanding Eastern Fleet, Indian Navy.
Indian Navy's Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH) and Chetak helicopter embarked
onboard IN ships, and Dornier Maritime Patrol Aircraft will also be participants of
the exercise.
SLINEX-20aims to enhance inter-operability, improve mutual understanding and
exchange best practices and procedures for multi-faceted maritime operations
between both navies.
This exercise will show the capabilities of our indigenously constructed aircraft
and naval ships.
Surface and anti-air exercises like weapon firing, seamanship evolutions,
manoeuvres and cross deck flying operations are planned, which will further
enhance the high degree of inter-operability already established between the navies.
Interaction between the two navies has also grown significantly in recent years,
following India's policy of 'Neighbourhood First' and Hon'ble PM's vision of
Security and Growth for all in the Region (SAGAR)'.

IWF appoint Michael Irani as interim President
The International Weightlifting Federation (IWF) on October 16, 2020, announced
the appointment of Michael Irani as its interim President. Michael Irani was
appointed after the resignation of IWF President Tams Ajn.
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International Weightlifting Federation (IWF):
International Weightlifting Federation was founded in 1905 and had its
headquarters at Budapest, Hungary.
Michael Irani:
Michael Irani was born in Bombay, who is a leading physician in Rheumatology
and works as a Consultant Rheumatologist at Ashford Hospital NHS Trust. Irani
was the former Chairman of the anti-doping Commission of IWF. And he was also
a member of the IWF Medical Committee since 1992. He served as the President of
the European Weightlifting Federation (EWF) Medical Committee from 1995 to
1999.

Vishal V Sharma appointed as India's next permanent representative to
UNESCO.
Vishal V Sharma has been selected as the next permanent representative of India to
the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).
He was selected with the rank of ambassador.
Highlights:
Vishal V Sharma was appointed as the replacement of Jawed Ashraf.
He was appointed to the Permanent Delegation of India to UNESCO.
On November 16, 1945 UNESCO was founded and had its headquarters at Paris,
France.
Head of UNESCO is Audrey Azoulay.

Chinese firm tests drone swarm technology
The China Academy of Electronics & Information Technology under the China
Electronics Technology Group Corporation recently conducted tests on a fixedwing drone swarm system.
Highlights:
A state-run weapon manufacturer in china has tested and launched the drown
swarm technology, a concept featuring the simultaneous and coordinated operation
of a large number of drones.
During the tests, drones were released from truck-based, 48-unit launchers and
from airborne helicopters.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(October 19 - October 25, 2020)

It has the capable of deployment from the ground, sea and air.
This new tool could play a vital role in challenging missions including amphibious
landing operations.

NASA spacecraft touches asteroid for rare cosmic rubble grab, a first for the
US
A spacecraft by NASA descended to an asteroid on October 20, 2020 and, dodging
boulders the size of buildings, momentarily touched the surface to collect a handful
of cosmic rubble for return to Earth.
Highlights:
It was a 1st for the United States only Japan has scored asteroid samples. The
Spacecraft completed everything whatever it supposed to do.
The Osiris-Rex spacecraft sent back confirmation about its contact with asteroid
Bennu which is more than 200 million miles away.
The gravity of Bennu was very low for Osiris-Rex to land - the asteroid is just 510
metres across. Thus the Spacecraft had to reach out with its 3.4-meter robot arm
and attempt to grab at least 60 grams of Bennu.
This operation was considered as the most challenging part of the mission, which
began with a launch from Cape Canaveral back in 2016.
The Osiris-Rex spacecraft aimed for a spot equivalent to a few parking spaces on
Earth in the middle of the asteroid's Nightingale Crater.
Nearly after two years orbiting Bennu, the Spacecraft found this location to have
the biggest patch of particles small enough to be swallowed up.
The Spacecraft was designed to shoot out pressurised nitrogen gas to stir up the
surface, then suck up any loose pebbles or dust.
Osiris-Rex can make up to three touch-and-go manoeuvres in case it comes up
short.
Regardless of how many tries it takes, the samples won't return to Earth until 2023
to close out the USD 800-plus million quests. The sample capsule will parachute
into the Utah desert.
Meanwhile, NASA is planning to launch three more asteroid missions in the next
two years, all one-way trips.

Israeli Embassy to have first 'Water Attache' in India from January 2021
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Israel Embassy will have a separate 'Water Attache' from January 2021 to help
share their country's best practices and technologies for advancements in India's
water management and agriculture sectors.
Highlights:
Another significant development, Israel will soon nominate an honorary Consul in
the North-East to increase its presence and collaboration in that region.
Israel was less present in the Northeast and now it is going to increase that
presence as it feels it can bring a lot of added value to that region in various
development sectors.
In January his country for the first time is going to nominate a Water Attache' who
will join the Agriculture Attache' who has been here for many years and together.
They will go to the centres of excellence for agriculture established as part of IndoIsrael collaboration and bring to India technology and systems in water
management and agriculture.
As many as 29 such centres of excellence have already been established across
India and nearly 1.5 lakh farmers have been trained at these centres in just one year.

Fifth Joint Working Group on Coal between India & Indonesia on 5th
November
India will host 5th Joint Working Group (JWG) on Coal between India and
Indonesia.
Highlights:
The 5th JWG on Coal between India&Indonesia scheduled on November 5, 2020
The 1-day meeting will be held through Video conference from New Delhi due to
travel restrictions on the pandemic.
This will be co-chaired by Shri Vinod Kumar Tiwari from the Indian side,
Additional Secretary, Ministry of Coal, Government of India and by Dr Ir. Ridwan
Djamaluddin, Director General of Mineral and Coal Ministry of Energy and
Mineral Resources, Republic of Indonesia, from the Indonesian side.
Joint Working Group (JWG) meeting will deliberate on the Indian Coal Policy
Reforms recent updates; Coking Coal Exploration and Commercial Coal Mining in
India; Research and Development of CCT in India and Potential of Indonesia India
Business Cooperation on Coal Post Covid-19
A back-2-back session will bring together the industries from both the sides to
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discuss the issues impacting business opportunities in the backdrop of a regulatory
framework.
This will also explore more areas of business opportunities in the Coal sector.
The deliberations will guide the Coal business between the two countries.

Andorra Joins International Monetary Fund as 190th Member
Europe's Andorra formally joined the International Monetary Fund (IMF) on 16 th
October, becoming the crisis lender's 190th member state as the tourism and tradedependent principality struggles with the coronavirus pandemic.
Highlights:
Andorra's initial quota the capital subscription that determines its voting power and
access to financing is 82.5 million Special Drawing Rights, or about $116.4
million.
Andorra faces short-term and long-term challenges common to European and other
IMF member countries which have been aggravated by the (coronavirus) pandemic.
As an IMF member, the principality's government will get an annual review of its
economic prospects and policies by Fund staff, technical policy advice and full
participation in IMF and World Bank spring and annual meetings.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
CSIR-CMERI develops Sustainable Municipal Solid Waste Processing Facility
The Central Mechanical Engineering Research Institute (CMERI) under Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) has developed a Municipal Solid Waste
(MSW) Processing Facility that has helped in achieving decentralised decimation
of solid wastes.
Highlights:
The critical focus of CSIR-CMERI is to unburden the typical households from the
segregation responsibilities through advanced segregation techniques. The biodigestion process adopted has minimum pollution factor.
The MSW facility has been equipped with unique capabilities to make it easy with
a diverse range of waste including masks, sanitary napkins, diapers etc.
The MSW facility has been with unique disinfection capabilities to help break the
COVID chain through UV-C lights and hot-air convection methods.
The equipment can be worked with optimum energy sufficiency by adding solar
energy technology which can also feed the surplus Energy Supply onto a MiniGrid.
Decentralised Waste Management technology developed by CSIR-CMERI can
result in a drastic reduction of expenditure related to Transportation Logistics and
can help reductions in CO2 emissions, by reducing fossil fuel usage.
The Scientifically Decentralised Waste Processing Hubs will help multiply
outreach for various locations and will also boost the manufacturing potential for
the residents of the region.

MISSION SHAKTI Launched by UP Government
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath issues directions for including
Bhojpuri, Bundelkhand dialects in helplines.
Highlights:
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath directed that the facility of speaking
in Bhojpuri and Bundelkhand should be made available on various helpline
numbers, observing that women would feel more comfortable communicating in
regional dialects.
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The second day of Mission Shakti, is to interact with women village pradhans,
BDC members, corporators, heads of urban local bodies, self-help groups and
women teachers, through virtual mo
The helpline numbers such as 1090, 181, 1076 and 112 should be publicised.
The pradhan of Ratsar Kala Garhwar village in Ballia, said that there should be a
facility of speaking Bhojpuri and Bundelkhand dialects on helpline numbers such
as 1090, 112, 181.
This will help the women to feel comfortable speaking in their regional dialect.
There is a need to teach the feeling 'gaanvkibeti, sabkibeti'.
These are our culture and values, and this should reverberate from villages to cites.
The Centre and state government are making consistent efforts to ensure women
security and honour, but the real success will be achieved by cooperation and
awareness of women.
If the public representative is not aware, then the schemes fall prey to corruption.

India ranks 94 out of 107 nations on the Global Hunger Index 2020
India took place 94th place among 107 nations in the Global Hunger Index 2020
and is in the 'serious' hunger category with experts blaming low implementation
processes, lack of effective monitoring, siloed approach in tackling malnutrition
and poor performance by large states behind the low ranking.
Highlights:
In 2019, India's rank was 102 out of 117 countries.
The neighbouring countries, Bangladesh ranked 75th, Myanmar ranked 78th and
Pakistan ranked 88th is in the 'serious' hunger category.
Nepal took 73rd and Sri Lanka in 64th position are in 'moderate' hunger category.
17 nations, including China, Belarus, Turkey, Cuba, Ukraine, and Kuwait, shared
the top rank with GHI scores.
According to the report, 14% of India's population is undernourished.
The country recorded a 37.4% stunting rate among children under five and a
wasting rate of 17.3 %. The under-five mortality rate is at 3.7%.
The large states like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Madhya Pradesh need to be
improved because the national average is affected a lot by these states.
GHI score is calculated on four indicators
1. Undernourishment;
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2. Child Wasting=children under the age of five who have low weight for their
height reflecting acute undernutrition;
3. Child Stunting = children under the age of five those have low height for their
age reflecting chronic undernutrition.
4. child mortality = mortality rate of children under the age of five.

ADB, India sign $177 million loans for state road improvements in
Maharashtra
The Government of India (GoI) and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) on
October 15, 2020 signed a $177 million loan to upgrade 450 kilometres (km) of
state highways and major district roads in the state of Maharashtra.
Highlights:
This project of ADBwill improve connectivity between rural areas and urban
centres in that state enabling rural communities for better access markets,
employment opportunities and services.
Improved mobility will help in development and livelihood opportunities outside
of the state's major urban centres to second-tier cities and towns, thus reducing
income disparities.
The project will also improves road safety measures by developing a road safety
audit framework that will protect vulnerable groups such as the elderly, women,
and children, following the international best practice.
One feature of the project is to update the road maintenance system by supporting
5-year performance-based maintenance obligations to contractors to sustain quality
& service levels.
Totally the project will upgrade 2 major district roads and 11 state highways, with
a combined length of 450 km and improve connectivity to various transport
services and areas.
The project will also focus on training the Maharashtra Public Works Department
project staff to build their capacity in climate change adaptation and also in disasterresilient features in road design, road maintenance planning and road safety.

The 6th India International Science Festival to be held in Virtual format from
22nd to 25th December
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Union Minister for Science & Technology, Earth Sciences and Health & Family
Welfare, Dr Harsh Vardhan announced on October 20, 2020 that the 6th edition of
India International Science Festival (IISF) 2020 will be held from December 22 25, 2020.
Aim:
The fest is a celebration to promote Science and Technology and demonstrate how
science could lead India towards a developed nation within a short period.
Highlights:
IISF 2020 will be organised at the virtual platform even at a much-upscaled level
than the earlier conducted festivals. Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR) will spearhead the IISF 2020 with support of all other concerned ministries
and departments.
IISF 2020 should reflect on the role of Indian Scientists and S& T innovations for
not just Atmanirbhar Bharat but global welfare also.
The focus of the Science festivity is to help youth, develop 21st-century skills,
with a focus on scientific knowledge, creativity, critical thinking, problem-solving,
and teamwork.
India International Science Festival (IISF):
IISF is an yearly event organised jointly by science & technology-related Ministries
& Departments of the Government of India & Vijnana Bharati (Vibha). IISF is a
festival aims to celebrate the achievements of India's scientific and technological
advancements. The first and second IISF was held in New Delhi, the third in
Chennai, the fourth in Lucknow, and the fifth IISF was held in Kolkata.

Maharashtra becomes the first state in the country to cap prices of masks
The Maharashtra state govt had constituted a committee to give suggestions about
regulating prices of Masks and Sanitisers. By this Maharashtra becomes the first
state in the country to cap prices of masks.
Highlights:
N95 masks will now be available at Rs 19 to Rs 49, while two-layer and threelayer masks will be available for Rs 3 to 4.
The rates have been decided after a detailed study of the process and cost of
manufacturing, availability and affordability of raw material and demand in the
market.
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The process of finalising on the price fixed by the committee is in the final stage
and after the approval of the government, it will be mandatory to sell the masks at
the revised rate.
In case of any issues in this regard, at the state level, the Commissioner, Food and
Drug Administration and the district level, the Collector will be the competent
authorities.
Government and private hospitals/nursing homes/covid care centres / dedicated
covid hospitals etc. in the state will be required to provide the mask at the rate of
70% of the prescribed maximum selling price limit.

Shri Nitin Gadkari lays Foundation Stone of India's 1st Multi-modal Logistic
Park in Assam
Central Minister for Road Transport & Highways Shri Nitin Gadkari will virtually
lay the foundation stone for the first-ever multi-modal logistic park(MMLPs) in
Assam.
Highlights:
Shri Nitin Gadkari laid the foundation for India's 1st Multi-modal Logistic Park
(MMLPs) at Jogighopa in Assam.
Rs 693.97 crores park will provide direct air, road, rail and waterways connectivity
to the people.
The Project is developed under the Bharatmala Pariyojana of the Government of
India (GoI).
Chief Minister of Assam, Shri Sarbananda Sonowalpresided over the virtual
function, which was attended by Union Ministers of State Dr Jitendra Singh, Gen
(Retd) Dr V K Singh and Shri Rameshwar Teli; Ministers from the Assam State,
Members of Parliaments, MLAs and senior officers from the Centre and the State
were also present on occasion.
Shri Nitin Gadkari ministry, envisages developing of 35 Multi-modal Logistics
Parks (MMLPs) in the country.
The 1st such MMLP is being made by National Highways and Infrastructure
Development Corporation ( NHIDCL) in Jogighopa of Assam, which will be
connected to the road, rail, air & waterways.
This is being developed in 317-acre area along the river Brahmaputra.
The 1st phase of construction is scheduled to be completed by 2023.
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The project will provide direct or indirect employment to nearly 20 lakh youth in
the State.
Ministry has plans for National Highway works worth Rs 80,000 crore in Assam.

Dr Harsh Vardhan launches CSIR partnered clinical trials website
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research was exploring multiple combination
clinical trials of antivirals with host-directed therapies for the potential treatment of
COVID-19 since the beginning of the pandemic.
Highlights:
Union Science and Technology Minister Harsh Vardhan launched an online portal,
that provides information about CSIR ushered repurposed drugs and their current
stage of trials.
It has been working with the AYUSH Ministry for clinical trials of AYUSH drugs.
It has undertaken safety and efficacy trials of prophylactics and therapeutics based
on individual plant-based compounds.
Apart from information about CSIR repurposed drugs, the website CuRED also
provides details about clinical trials of diagnostics and devices in which the
scientific body is involved.
Five clinical trials, involving Withania somnifera, Tinospora cordifolia plus Piper
longum (in combination), Glycyrrhiza glabra, Tinosporacordifolia and Adhatoda
vasica (individually and in combination)
AYUSH-64 formulation is undergoing safety and efficacy trials.
A key clinical trial by CSIR is that of Sepsivac (Mw) against COVID-19 in
partnership with Cadila.
The phase-two clinical trial of this drug has been completed successfully on
critically ill COVID-19 patients and a more extensive phase-three trial is on the
anvil.
Also, the phase-two trial of phytopharmaceutical AQCH on COVID-19 patients
with Sun Pharma NSE 0.13 % and DBT is underway.
In addition to clinical trials of repurposed drugs and vaccines, CSIR has been
involved in clinical trials of diagnostics and devices.
He lauded the efforts of CSIR for being at the forefront of the ongoing fight
against COVID-19 and prioritising clinical trials.
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Shri Mansukh Mandaviya launched Vessel traffic services
Minister of State (Shipping) Shri Mansukh Mandaviya e-launched the development
of Indigenous Software solution for Vessel traffic services (VTS) and Vessels
Traffic Monitoring Systems (VTMS).
Highlights:
The development of the indigenous system as per the requirement of India instead
of relying high on costing foreign-made software solutions for Traffic
Managements of the Indian Ports.
The vision of Aatma Nirbhar Bharat' of PM, Made In India'.
VTS and VTMS software will make the way for Make for the world' vessel traffic
management systems.
VTS and VTMS is a software which helps in determining vessel positions, position
of other traffic/meteorological hazard warnings & extensive management of traffic
within a port or waterway.
Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) contribute safety of life at sea, safety and efficiency
of navigation and protection of the marine environment, adjacent shore areas,
worksites and offshore installations.
Vessels Traffic Management Systems(VTMS)are installed in some of the busiest
waters in the world, and are making a valuable contribution to safer navigation,
more efficient traffic flow, and protection of the environment.
VTMS is compulsory under IMO Convention SOLAS - Safety of Life at Sea.
A modern VTMS compiles all of the information into a single operator.
The VTMS traffic image is compiled & collected by advanced sensors such as
radar, AIS, direction finding, CCTV and VHF or other co-operative systems and
services.
India has approximately 15 VTS operating along the Indian Coast.
Development of the indigenous VTS software will minimise the expenses of
foreign exchange on this issue and also minimise the dependence on foreign
support for VTS software.
VTS Software can be provided to Indian friendly nations like Maldives, Mauritius,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Mauritius, Bangladesh and Gulf countries.
Ministry of Shipping has funded Rs. 10 Crore to Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT), Chennai for developing indigenous VTS software.
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Recent Cabinet Approvals
In recent weeks, Cabinet has approved various proposals, MoUs and agreements.
The Union Cabinet chaired by the PM Narendra Modi approved the following:
MoU between India and Nigeria on Cooperation in the Exploration and uses of
outer space for peaceful purposes:
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) signed between India and Nigeria on Cooperation in the
Exploration and used of outer space for peaceful purposes. MoU has been signed
between Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) of India at Bengaluru in June,
2020 and by National Space Research and Development Agency (NASRDA) of
Nigeria at Abuja on August 13, 2020.
This MoU shall enable potential interest areas of cooperation such as, Remote
sensing of the earth; satellite communication and satellite-based navigation; Space
science end planetary Exploration; Use of spacecraft, launch vehicles, space
systems and ground systems; Practical applications of space technology including
geospatial tools and techniques; and Other areas of cooperation to be' determined
by the Signatories.
Extension of the Market Intervention Scheme for procurement of apples in
Jammu and Kashmir for the year 2020-21:
The Union Cabinet, approved the extension of MIS - Market Intervention Scheme
for apple procurement in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) for the current season also,
i.e. 2020-21 on the same terms and condition as was done in J&K during last
season, i.e. 2019-20.
Central Procuring Agency will do the procurement of apple, i.e. National
Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation Ltd. (NAFED) through State
Designated Agency, i.e. Directorate of Planning and Marketing, Department of
Horticulture & Jammu & Kashmir Horticulture Processing and Marketing
Corporation (JKHPMC), directly from apple farmers of J&K and the payment will
be done through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) into Bank account of apple farmers.
MoU between ICAI and CPAs, Papua New Guinea:
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI) and the Certified Practising Accountants, Papua New
Guinea, to work together in capacity building and strengthening the Accounting,
Financial and Audit Knowledge base in Papua New Guinea.
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Productivity Linked Bonus (PLB) and non-Productivity Linked Bonus for
2019-2020:
Union Cabinet chaired by PM Modi has given the approval to pay Productivity
Linked Bonus (PLB) for the year 2019-2020 to 16.97 lakh non-gazetted employees
of commercial establishments like Railways, Posts, Defence, etc. will be benefitted
and the financial implication would be Rs.2,791 crore. Non-PLB or ad-hoc Bonus
is given to Non-Gazetted Central Government employees. 13.70 lakh employees
would be helped, and Rs.946 crore will be the financial implication for the same.
Mutual recognition pact between India's ICAI and Malaysia's MICPA:
Union Cabinet chaired by PM Modi approved the mutual recognition agreement
between the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) and Malaysian
Institute of Certified Public Accountants (MICPA). This would enable
appropriately qualified chartered accountant members of either institute to join the
other by receiving appropriate credit for their existing accountancy qualification.

ECI forms a committee to examine issues concerning expenditure limits
Election Commission has formed a committee which includes Sh. Harish Kumar,
Sh. Umesh Sinha, Secretary-General and DG (Expenditure) Ex. IRS and DG
(Investigation), to examine the issues concerning expenditure limit for a candidate
given an increase in the number of electors and the rise in Cost Inflation Index and
other factors.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Law & Justice on October 19, 2020 has notified an amendment in
Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961 enhancing the expenditure limit by 10%. This
10% will be applicable with immediate effect in ongoing elections.
In last 6 years, the limit has not increased inspite of increase in the electorate from
834 million to 910 million in 2019 to 921 million now. Cost Inflation Index in this
period has increased from 220 to 280 in 2019 to 301 now.
The committee assesses the change in several electors across the States/Union
Territories & its bearing on expenditure.
The committee assesses the change in the Cost Inflation Index and its bearing on
the pattern of expenditure incurred by the candidates in recent elections.
The committee seeks views/inputs of the political parties and other stakeholders
examine other factors which may have bearings on expenditure.
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The constituted committee will submit its report within 120 days of its
constitution.

A National Symposium and Exhibition to be organised by National Museum
Institute of History of Art, Conservation and Museology
A National Symposium and Exhibition on Memories of 22 October 1947' is being
organised by the National Museum Institute of History of Art, Conservation and
Museology(NMI) in Srinagar. The two-day symposium will begin on October 22,
2020.
Highlights:
October 22, 1947 has marked Indian history with evidence of betrayal and a legacy
of bravery. On August 15, 1947 India attained Independence after being subjugated
to the colonial regime for almost 200 years.
The symposium is an attempt to deliberate upon the records and history of this
deceitful attack and the subsequent victory of India.
Exhibition on the 'Memories of 22 Oct 1947' includes graphic panels & videos
showcasing a chronology of events as well as prominent narratives of the invasion
on October 22, 1947, & subsequent unfolding of actions.
The exhibition panels displays Treaties like The Treaty of Amritsar, The Treaty of
Lahore, Economic Blockade of Kashmir, The Popular Will of 1947, 1947- Towards
Accession, The Invaders Backed by Pakistan, Instrument of Accession, Key Dates,
The Gilgit Game, People's Militia, Plunder in Muzaffarabad, Baramulla, The
Church Attack, Pakistani Militia Leaders, MaqboolSherwani, the Hero of
Baramulla.
The National Symposium & Exhibition on the 'Memories of 22 Oct 1947' will
outline shapes and contours of a future museum on the historical theme.

NFL along with CCI organizes training programme for farmers in Rajasthan
National Fertilizers Limited (NFL) partnering with Cotton Corporation of India
(CCI) organized a one day farmer's training programme in Agriculture Research
Centre, Shri Ganganagar, Rajasthan on October 20, 2020.
Highlights:
A total number of 75 progressive farmers from Sriganganagar, Bikaner and
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Hanumangarh districts participated in this programme. During the programmed
agricultural scientists educated the farmers regarding the latest technologies.
Scientists gave solutions to the different issues being faced by the cotton growing
farmers. The officials from CCI and NFL advised them to use the latest machinery
to increase production and to improve the quality of the crop.
NFL distributed 75 cotton plucking machines free of cost to the participating
farmers and also emphasized that the moisture in the cotton crop should be kept to a
minimum to take good prices from the market.
The farmers were encouraged to use the fertilizers in their crops based on soil test
reports and also stressed on the balances of different fertilizer in different crops
grown by the farmers so that the expenditure on fertilizer may be curtailed and
income of farmers may be increased.
National Fertilizers Limited (NFL):
NFL is a Public Sector Unit (PSU) under the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers.
NFL is a state-owned producer of chemical fertilizers, organic fertilizers &
industrial chemicals. NFL, incorporated in 1974, is India's largest Central Public
Sector Enterprise in Fertilizer Sector with a turnover of over Rs 75 billion.

International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) prescribes
regulatory framework for REITs and InvITs in IFSC
The IFSCA - International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA), to
develop the financial products and services in the Gujarat International Finance TecCity International Financial Services Centre (GIFT IFSC) has prescribed the
regulatory framework for Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) & Infrastructure
Investment Trusts (InvITs) in IFSC.
Highlights:
IFSCA has permitted global participants that are REITs & InvITs incorporated in
FATF compliant jurisdictions to list on the stock exchanges in GIFT IFSC. InvITs
have been allowed to raise funds through private placements also.
The REITs & InvITs registered in IFSC have been permitted to invest in real estate
assets and infrastructure projects, respectively in IFSC.
The REITs and InvITs that are listed in any of the permissible jurisdictions other
than IFSC (currently USA, Japan, South Korea, United Kingdom excluding British
Overseas Territories, France, Germany, Canada and India) or India have been
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permitted to list and trade on the recognised stock exchanges in IFSC, subject to
compliance with their respective laws of the home jurisdiction.
The listing of REITs and InvITs in IFSC shall be following the requirements of the
stock exchanges in IFSC.
The entities in IFSC can participate and benefit from the growth of real estate and
infrastructure sector in international jurisdictions.

Gadkari launched unique Khadi footwear; KVIC targets Rs 5,000 crore
business
Union Minister for Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises(MSME), Nitin
Gadkari launched India's first-ever high-quality Khadi Fabric Footwear, designed
by Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) through Video Conference.
Highlights:
These footwear are made of Khadi fabric like Silk, Cotton and Wool.
Union Minister for MSME also launched the online sale of Khadi footwear
through KVIC's e-portal www.khadiindia.gov.in.
Khadi fabric footwear had a high potential of capturing the international market
and would create additional employment and higher income for our artisans.
Khadi footwear is a unique product. International quality and use of fine fabric like
Patola Silk, Banarasi Silk, Cotton, Denim would attract the youngsters who can
purchase it online. These are cost-effective,
KVIC has to develop alternatives to leather accessories like ladies' handbags,
purses, wallet in handcrafted Khadi fabric that has a huge potential in foreign
markets.
Khadi fabric footwear is environment-friendly and skin-friendly, and also it
reflects the hard work of Khadi artisans that has been put in to make fabric for this
footwear.
Khadi fabric footwear has a major share in the footwear industry, and it will help
in reviving the country's economy.
The footwear has been launched in 15 designs for ladies and 10 designs for men.
Exquisite Khadi products like Patola Silk of Gujarat, Banarasi Silk, Madhubaniprinted Silk of Bihar, Khadi Denim, Tussar Silk, Matka - Katia Silk, a variety of
Cotton fabric, Tweed Wool and Khadi Poly Vastra have been used to make the
footwear unique and trendy.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(October 19 - October 25, 2020)

These footwear available in a wide range of designs, colours and prints and these
footwear have been designed to suit clothing for all purposes - formal, casual and
festive occasions.
The Khadi footwear price ranges from Rs 1,100 to Rs 3,300 per pair.
The idea behind launching Khadi Fabric Footwear was to tap the international
market.

Shri Prahlad Singh Patel virtually launches Life in Miniature project
Central Minister of State for Culture and Tourism (I/C), Shri Prahlad Singh Patel
launched Life in Miniature project on October 22, 2020.
Highlights:
The project is a collaboration between the National Museum, New Delhi, Ministry
of Culture, and Google Arts & Culture.
The importance of Digital India' initiative and the role of technology in the
preservation of India's heritage was emphasized
by the Minister.
Many Miniature paintings from the National Museum can be viewed online on
Google Arts & Culture by people all over the world in a new project titled Life in
Miniature.
This project uses technologies like machine learning, augmented reality and
digitization with high-definition robotic cameras, to showcase these special works
of art in a magical new way.
In the Google Arts & Culture app, online viewers can experience the first
Augmented Reality-powered art gallery designed with traditional Indian
architecture, and explore a life-size virtual space where you can walk up to a
selection of miniature paintings.
The artworks showcased five universal themes of the human relationship with
nature, love, celebration, faith and power.
The Machine Learning-based algorithms to the corpus of paintings being brought
online; this makes the users explore these miniature marvels guided by Artificial
Intelligence (AI).
If a single miniature painting is a joy to observe, this experience - called Magnify
Miniatures - enables users to explore multiple artworks at one time is a stunning
experience.
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This Project allows the users to see famous miniature collections of the National
Museum, like the Ramayana, Royal Saga, Pahari style paintings.
National Museum:
The National Museum in New Delhi, under the Ministry of Culture, Government of
India, is the premier cultural institution of the Nation.
The National Museum has in its possession over 2,00,000 antiquities & art objects,
both Indian & Foreign origin covering our cultural heritage.
During this pandemic time, the National Museum has been engaging its visitors
through digital platforms.
Google Arts & Culture:
Google Arts & Culture has collections of more than 2,000 museums. It's a way to
explore art, history & the wonders of the world. The Google Arts & Culture app is
available online in iOS and Android.

Third Phase of NSM to commence from January
The DST - Department of Science and Technology has announced on October 21,
2020, that the third phase of National Supercomputing Mission (NSM) under the
Ministry of Science and Technology will commence in January 2021. The 3rd
phase of the mission will increase the computing speed to 45 Petaflops (PF).
Background:
C - DAC - Centre for Development of Advanced Computing & the National
Supercomputing Mission (NSM) signed an agreement with the leading institutes of
India on October 12, 2020. By this agreement, manufacturing units and assembly
units of supercomputers will be established in the Premier Institutes of the country.
This is regarded as a significant step towards Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. The
mission is done in a phased manner.
Three phases:
1st Phase - Supercomputing speed of 6.6 Petaflops (PF) was achieved.
2nd Phase - Supercomputing speed of 10 Petaflops (PF) was achieved.
3rd Phase - Supercomputing speed will be 45 Petaflops (PF), and it will commence
from 2021, January.
Indian Supercomputers:
The 1st supercomputer to be assembled indigenously under the National
supercomputing mission (NSM) was Param Shivay. That was installed in IIT
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Bhubaneswar. Param Shakti and Param Brahma were other supercomputers under
the task and were installed at IIT Kharagpur and IISER Pune respectively.

Mizoram observes COVID-19 - No Tolerance Fortnight
Mizoram state government has decided to observe 'COVID-19 -No Tolerance
Fortnight.'
Highlights:
It is going to begin from October 26 as a containment measure to flatten the curve
of Covid-19 in the state.
The Mizoram government has accorded zero-tolerance policy to flouting any
COVID-19 containment measures being implemented and enforced.
All Unlock Guidelines, all Standard Operating Procedure (SOPs) and all sections
of the Mizoram Containment and Prevention of COVID-19 Ordinance, 2020 will
be enforced very strictly.
The meeting expressed concern over the opening of some classes (Class X and
XII) in schools and also the increased vehicular traffic in Aizawl city and suggested
that these need to be reviewed in a more detailed manner.
State Executive Committee under Mizoram State Disaster Management Authority
is expected to issue a notification concerning COVID-19-No Tolerance Fortnight.

Punjabi version of Age Appropriate Fitness Protocols launched
To make people get aware about the health and fitness mantra Punjab Sports and
NRI Affairs Minister, Shri Rana Gurmit Singh Sodhi launched Punjabi version of
Age Appropriate Fitness Protocols'
Highlights:
This protocol is for all age groups under fit India movement under the initiative of
Sports Authority of India (SAI) and National Institute of Sports (NIS) Patiala.
It is a great initiative of Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports (MYA&S) and today
we are launching the Punjabi version of these protocols.
These will provide vast knowledge about fitness throughout the country.
The mission inspires fitness among all age groups, is a great initiative of the
Ministry of Sports and Sports Authority of India.
Also, they appreciated the efforts, for designing the age-wise specific fitness
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protocols as it will help people of all ages to follow these and test their fitness
levels accordingly.
The Cabinet Minister assured that he will take this movement to the masses of
Punjab and this Punjabi version will help the Fit India Mission reach the masses.
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched these Age Appropriate Fitness
Protocols on the occasion of the first anniversary of the Fit India Movement on
24th September 2020.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(October 19 - October 25, 2020)

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
BRAHMOS missile test-fired from destroyer INS Chennai in the Arabian Sea
The supersonic cruise missile BRAHMOS was successfully test-fired on October
18, 2020, from Indian Navy's indigenously-built stealth destroyer INS Chennai,
hitting a target in the Arabian Sea. The missile hits the mark with its maximum
accuracy.
Highlights:
The BRAHMOS missile hit the target successfully with pin-point accuracy after
performing high-level and too complex manoeuvres.
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh congratulated Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) and Indian Navy for the successful launch of
the missile.
BRAHMOS is a prime strike weapon will ensure the warship's invincibility by
engaging naval surface targets at long ranges, thus making the destroyer another
lethal platform of Indian Navy.
The supersonic cruise missile BRAHMOS has been jointly designed, developed
and produced by India and Russia.
BRAHMOS:
Brahmos is named by the names of the rivers Brahmaputra & Moskva.The missile
is a two-stage (solid propellant engine in the first stage and liquid ramjet in second)
air to surface missile. Brahmos is multiplatform that is it can be launched from
land, air, and sea and multi capability missile with pin-point accuracy that works in
both daytime and night time, amid the weather conditions. It works on the "Fire and
Forgets" principle means it does not need further guidance after its launch. This
missile is one of the fastest cruise missiles currently operationally deployed with
the speed of Mach 2.8, which is 3 times more than the speed of sound.

CSIR-CMERI develops Sustainable Municipal Solid Waste Processing Facility
The Central Mechanical Engineering Research Institute (CMERI) under Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) has developed a Municipal Solid Waste
(MSW) Processing Facility that has helped in achieving decentralised decimation
of solid wastes.
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Highlights:
The critical focus of CSIR-CMERI is to unburden the typical households from the
segregation responsibilities through advanced segregation techniques. The biodigestion process adopted has minimum pollution factor.
The MSW facility has been equipped with unique capabilities to make it easy with
a diverse range of waste including masks, sanitary napkins, diapers etc.
The MSW facility has been with unique disinfection capabilities to help break the
COVID chain through UV-C lights and hot-air convection methods.
The equipment can be worked with optimum energy sufficiency by adding solar
energy technology which can also feed the surplus Energy Supply onto a MiniGrid.
Decentralised Waste Management technology developed by CSIR-CMERI can
result in a drastic reduction of expenditure related to Transportation Logistics and
can help reductions in CO2 emissions, by reducing fossil fuel usage.
The Scientifically Decentralised Waste Processing Hubs will help multiply
outreach for various locations and will also boost the manufacturing potential for
the residents of the region.

Science-Society-Setu webinar series initiated to strengthen the S&T capacity of
NGOs & Communities.
The need to create knowledge that is required for different sections of our society at
the Science-Society-Setu for Aatma Nirbhar Bharat (S34ANB), a web clinic series
by Science for Equity Empowerment and Development SEED Division,
Department of Science and Technology (DST).
Highlights:
DST has organised the discussions under web clinic to reach the unreached
through 'vocal for local approach' to strengthen the social infrastructure &
technology-driven pillars of 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat.'
The web clinic is in partnership with the Office of Principal Scientific Advisor,
India Science Technology & Innovation Portal, WWF-India, AGNi, HESCO &
FICCI.
The webinar will cover four broad sectors, namely: 'agriculture and allied sectors,
MSME & economic sector, social infrastructure, and cross-sectoral areas'.
To have a free flow of knowledge, have the last mile connects besides creating new
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small business opportunities, social entrepreneurship, and empowering the self-help
groups.
The knowledge ecosystem consists of two categories: knowledge creation and
transforming knowledge into new socio-economic opportunities.
For a sustainable knowledge ecosystem, it is required these two components flow
together, creating more master trainers, advancing S& T capacity of NGO's and
communities to make the society more self-reliant.
The web clinic is aimed to bridge the systematic gaps in S&T absorption capacity
of the community, enhancing the knowledge capacity and livelihood systems for
sustainable development at a local level by strengthening the S&T capacity of
NGOs and Communities.
A panel discussion on emerging technologies was organised showcasing different
technologies like Internet of Things (IoT) for water conservation, satellite
technology for agriculture supply chain, and automation for small scale agriculture.

SC appoints former justice Lokur to monitor steps to prevent stubble burning
The Supreme Court has appointed Justice Madan B Lokur, a former judge of the
Supreme Court, as a one-person monitoring committee to prevent stubble burning
in the states of Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, amid rising levels of pollution
in the national capital and adjoining regions.
Highlights:
The judgment was passed by the Supreme Court bench headed by Justice SA
Bobde while hearing a PIL filed by two environmental activities as directions to
ensure the implementation of the complete ban on stubble burning.
Court-appointed Environment Pollution Control Authority (EPCA) and chief
secretaries of Haryana, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh were directed to help the Lokur
panel.
The concerned state governments are asked to provide secretarial, security and
financial facilities to this committee. The committee is directed to submit its report
to the Supreme Court in 15 days, with the next hearing on October 26, 2020.
The committee will be assisted by state chief secretaries and also by National
Cadet Corps (NCC), National Service Scheme (NSS) and Bharat Scouts.

MISSION SHAKTI Launched by UP Government
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath issues directions for including
Bhojpuri, Bundelkhand dialects in helplines.
Highlights:
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath directed that the facility of speaking
in Bhojpuri and Bundelkhand should be made available on various helpline
numbers, observing that women would feel more comfortable communicating in
regional dialects.
The second day of Mission Shakti, is to interact with women village pradhans,
BDC members, corporators, heads of urban local bodies, self-help groups and
women teachers, through virtual mo
The helpline numbers such as 1090, 181, 1076 and 112 should be publicised.
The pradhan of Ratsar Kala Garhwar village in Ballia, said that there should be a
facility of speaking Bhojpuri and Bundelkhand dialects on helpline numbers such
as 1090, 112, 181.
This will help the women to feel comfortable speaking in their regional dialect.
There is a need to teach the feeling 'gaanvkibeti, sabkibeti'.
These are our culture and values, and this should reverberate from villages to cites.
The Centre and state government are making consistent efforts to ensure women
security and honour, but the real success will be achieved by cooperation and
awareness of women.
If the public representative is not aware, then the schemes fall prey to corruption.

BepiColombo Spacecraft crossed Venus
The BepiColombo SpaceCraft has crossed the Venus in its journey towards
Mercury.
Highlights:
BepiColombo is a joint mission of the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency
(JAXA) and the European Space Agency (ESA) to the smallest planet Mercury.
The mission comprises two satellites launched together: the Mercury Planetary
Orbiter (MPO) and MercuryMagnetospheric Orbiter, MMO(MIO)
This mission will perform a comprehensive study of Mercury, including
characterisation of its magnetic field, magnetosphere, and both interior and surface
structure.
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The Spacecraft was launched on an Ariane 5 rocket on 20 October 2018 and it will
arrival Mercury in December 2025.
The Spacecraft is one of the European Space Agency's Horizon 2000+
programmes.
This is the last mission of the programme to be launched.

NITI Aayog & AWS Launch Frontier Technologies Cloud Innovation Centre
in India
NITI Aayog announced the establishment of a Frontier Technologies Cloud
Innovation Center (CIC) with Amazon Web Services (AWS)the first of its kind in
India on October 19, 2020 to address societal challenges through digital innovation.
Highlights:
This CIC is part of the AWS CIC Global Program, which provides an opportunity
for government agencies, non-profits, and educational institutions, to come together
on pressing challenges, apply design thinking, test new ideas, and access the
technical expertise of AWS.
Our Cloud Innovation Centers program is designed to be a catalyst for innovation
in the public sector, by bringing together technology experts to address challenges.
The NITI Aayog Frontier Technologies CIC will be a great enabler to budding
innovators and start-ups, and help in piloting state-of-the-art, cloud-centric digital
innovations by leveraging emerging technologies such as AI, IoT, robotics,
blockchain, etc.
It is also aligned to the Prime Minister's vision of an Aatmanirbhar Bharat, as well
that of NITI Aayog and Atal Innovation Mission.
The NITI Aayog Frontier Technologies CIC addresses a core mission, to identify
and deploy leading-edge technologies to drive continuous innovation in delivering
citizen services.
The centre will identify and prioritize projects as well as collaborate with local
leaders, including subject matter experts at the state and district levels, to solve
critical challenges. Local enterprises, start-ups, researchers, and universities in
India can experiment and build prototypes on AWS Cloud.
The NITI Aayog Frontier Technologies CIC joins a global network of AWS public
sector cloud innovation centres across Australia, Bahrain, Canada, France,
Germany, South Korea, and the United States.
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Asafoetida/Heeng cultivation has been introduced by CSIR-IHBT in the
Indian Himalayan region
CM of Himachal Pradesh has recognized the efforts of the Institute and announced
the introduction & cultivation of Heeng in the state on 6March 2020.
Highlights:
Asafoetida/heeng is one of the top condiments and is a high value spice crop in
India.
India imports nearly 1200 tonnes of raw asafoetida annually from Afghanistan,
Iran and Uzbekistan.
It expenses is about 100 million USD per year.
The 1st seedling of heeng was planted by Director,Council of Scientific &
Industrial Research and Instituteof Himalayan Bioresource Technology (CSIRIHBT) on 15th October, 2020 at farmer's field in village Kwaring of Lahaul valley
to mark initiation of cultivation of asafoetida in India.
The institute has introduced 6 accessions of seeds from Iran throughin October,
2018.
ICAR-NBPGR has analysed that in the past 30 years, this has been the first attempt
for introduction of asafoetida (Ferula assa-foetida) seeds in the country.
CSIR-IHBT has raised the plants of asafoetida at CeHAB, Ribling, Lahaul & Spiti,
H.P. under the vigil of NBPGR.
This plant prefers cold & dry conditions for its growth.
It takes around 5 years for the production of oleo-gum resin in its roots. Thus, cold
desert areas of Indian Himalayan region are suitable for its cultivation.
MoU between CSIR-IHBT and State Department of Agriculture, Himachal
Pradesh was also signed on June 6, 2020 for a joint collaboration for the cultivation
of asafoetida in the State.
A capacity building program was also organized for officers of the State
Department of Agriculture from 20th July 22nd July, 2020 in which twelve officers
from different districts of Himachal Pradesh has participated.

Indigenously built ASW Corvette Kavaratti to be commissioned at
Visakhapatnam
The indigenously built Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) stealth corvettes INS
Kavaratti under Project 28 (Kamorta class) will be commissioned into the Indian
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Navy by Chief of the Army Staff General Manoj Naravane, at Naval Dockyard in
Visakhapatnam on October 22, 2020.
Highlights:
ASW corvette, Kavaratti is indigenously designed by the Indian Navy's in-house
organisation Directorate of Naval Design (DND), and built by Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) in Kolkata.
This initiative portrays the growing capability of the Indian Navy, GRSE & the
nation in becoming self-reliant, in tune with the national objective of Atmanirbhar
Bharat'.
The ship will be commissioned into the Navy as a combat-ready platform as the
ship has completed sea trials of all the systems fitted onboard. With the induction of
Kavaratti into its fold, the Indian Navy's preparedness will be enhanced.
Kavaratti has the state-of-the-art weapons & sensor suite which are capable of
detecting and destroying submarines.
Anti-submarine warfare capability, the ship has a credible self-defence capability
and good endurance for long-range deployments.
Kavaratti takes her name from the erstwhile INS Kavaratti, an Arnala class missile
corvette. The older Kavaratti played a key role during the 1971 war.

MOS Jal Shakti launched Mobile application for Geo tagging of the
components of projects under Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
Union Minister for Jal Shakti and Social Justice & Empowerment Sh. Rattan Lal
Kataria, launched a Mobile application for Geotagging of the components of
projects under Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana-Accelerated Irrigation
Benefits Programme(PMKSY-AIBP) of the Department of WR, RD& GR under
Ministry of Jal Shakti.
Highlights:
The launch of the App was held through Video Conferencing from Panchkula.
Union Govt, in consultation with States, prioritized Ninety-nine (99) ongoing
Major/ Medium Irrigation (MMI) Projects in the country, for completion in phases
under PMKSY-AIBP.
The completion of these projects will ensure the creation of additional irrigation
potential all over the country, which would result in protective irrigation and bring
much desired rural prosperity.
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In order to track the pace of work and actual status of the projects, the Ministry
with the help of Bhaskaracharya National Institute of Space Applications & Geoinformatics (BISAG-N) has developed and launched the mobile application.
As a part of the Digital India campaign, advanced Technology and Latest
techniques have been adopted in the monitoring of these projects for keeping track
of their progress and bottlenecks in the execution.
In this regard, an online Management Information System (MIS) has been
developed for time to time review of the progress of works in projects.
The Remote Sensing techniques are also used to assess the cropped area in the
command area of the prioritized projects.
Mobile Application can be used by monitoring team/ project authorities to capture
the image of project component along with other details such as location, type of
canal/ structure, completion status, etc. and this captured information can be
submitted by the user for geo-tagging on the GIS portal developed for this purpose.
The mobile application can be operated in both online & offline mode.
The launch of the app is a step forward in the efforts of the Ministry of Jal Shakti
for realizing the Honorable Prime Minister's vision of Doubling the Farmers
Income.
The Officers from the Ministry of Jal Shakti, Ministry of Electronics &
Information Technology, Central Water Commission and Bhaskaracharya National
Institute of Space Applications & Geo-informatics (BISAG-N) attended the event
through VC from all over the country.

IIT Kharagpur's low-cost coronavirus testing method COVIRAP gets ICMR
assent
A researchers team at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) in Kharagpur has
developed a low-cost portable kit for rapid diagnostics of coronavirus called
COVIRAP, which produces results within one hour.
Highlights:
The COVIRAP kit has been approved by the Indian Council for Medical Research
(ICMR), and various commercial units have already approached them for
technology licensing. The testing facility, can be housed anywhere and does not
require an air-conditioned lab.
This new testing method implements a highly reliable and accurate molecular
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diagnostic procedure, conducted in an ultra-low-cost portable device unit and costs
only around Rs.500 per test. The cost of the kit is around Rs.5000, and it is entirely
indigenous.
Each test requires a kit, three master-mixes which are made by the team. After
several steps of mixing and heating, an image of the testing strips is grabbed by a
smartphone camera of a custom-made mobile application, and a definite result is
produced.

IMD commissions Flash Flood Guidance Services in South Asia
India Meteorological Department commissioned the Flash Flood Guidance Services
in South Asia on October 23, 2020. The Flood Guidance Service will include a
warning about threats six hours in advance, warnings about risks 24 hours in
advance.
Highlights:
The warnings about flood are to be provided by the National and State Disaster
Management Authorities and also by Regional Centre to National Meteorological
and Hydrological Services.
Flash floods are localized events which usually occur for less than six hours
between the occurrence of rainfall and peak floods. Flash flood has significant
impacts on the lives and properties of the population.
Flash Flood is caused by heavy rains that are associated with hurricane,
thunderstorm, tropical storm. They occur due to collapse of debris dam, natural ice
or human structure.
Flash Flood Guidance System was approved at the 15th World Meteorological
Congress. The flash flood guidance systems are created based on two concepts
namely Flash Flood Guidance and Flash Flood Threat
Flash Flood Guidance is an index that indicates how much rainfall is required to
overcome channel storage capacities and soil storage capacities to cause minimum
flooding in a basin.
Flash Flood Threat is an index that provides an indication of areas where flooding
occurs and where immediate action is shortly needed.
More than 5,000 km of embankments were built along the Brahmaputra in the last
six decades. The Ganga Flood Control Commission was formed in 2006.
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CBSE introduces facial recognition system to access documents digitally
The Facial Recognition System is now available on Parniaam Manjusha and Digi
locker at digilocker.gov.in/cbse-certificate.html for all 2020 records.
Highlights:
The CBSE - Central Board of Secondary Education has introduced Facial
Recognition System which will enable students to download their digital academic
documents of classes 10 and 12.
The computer application matches a human face from a digital image that is
already stored in the database. The computer and human interaction with each other
to map facial features.
Further, a live image of the student will be matched with the photograph on the
CBSE admit card already stored in the repository, and once successful, the
certificate will be emailed to the student.
CBSE has already pushed 12 crore digital academic documents in Digi locker
which can be opened by a student to access mark sheets, pass and migration
certificates.
The latest facility of face matching will immensely help foreign students and those
who are unable to open Digi locker account for any reason such as Aadhaar card or
wrong mobile numbers.

Bharat Biotechs Covaxin gets the nod for phase 3 clinical trials
The vaccine developed by Bharat Biotech in collaboration with the Indian Council
Of Medical Research (ICMR) Covaxin, has been cleared for the third phase of
clinical trials.
Highlights:
Covaxin, the indigenous COVID-19 vaccine candidate has received a nod for
Phase-3 clinical trials in the country.
The vaccine is developed by Bharat Biotech in collaboration with the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR).
The Drug Controller General of India has given assent for the last phase of clinical
trials with certain conditions.
The development comes even as several companies across the world are racing
against time to develop an effective vaccine against Coronavirus which has claimed
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more than 10 lakh lives worldwide.
In the 3rd and final phase of trials, scheduled to begin in the first week of next
month, the potential vaccine candidate will be tested on over 28,000 people aged 18
years and above.
These tests will be conducted across 10 states and 19 sites including Delhi,
Mumbai, Patna and Lucknow among others.
Besides, Bharat Biotech's COVAXIN, ZydusCadila Limited is another
indigenously developed vaccine candidate which is in Phase -2 of human clinical
trials.
Recently, drug makerBharat Biotech submitted safety and immunogenicity data
from an ongoing phase II trial to DCGI for conducting phase III clinical trial for
Covaxin.
However, the expert committee asked the pharma company to submit safety and
immunogenicity data from the phase II clinical trial for consideration.
The DCGI - Drug Controller General of India had granted permission in July to
Bharat Biotech pharma giant to conduct phase I and II clinical trials to develop an
indigenous vaccine for COVID-19.
Bharat Biotech in collaboration with ICMR is making COVID-19 vaccine using
the virus strain isolated by Pune-based National Institute of Virology (NIV).
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ENVIRONMENT
Union Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan launches eco-friendly, efficient and DME
fired Aditi UrjaSanch Unit at CSIR-NCL, Pune
Union Minister of Science & Technology and Earth Sciences, Dr Harsh Vardhan
inaugurated the DME fired Aditi UrjaSanch unit along with the DME-LPG blended
fuel cylinders and handed them over for common public and CSIR-NCL (National
Chemical Laboratory) canteen use on a trial basis at CSIR-NCL premises virtually
through video-conferencing.
Highlights:
The launch of this burner will also provide a significant boost to the 'Make in India'
campaign as all the manufacturers of cylinders, gas stoves, regulators, and gas hose
are domestic.
This kind of activity may bridge the gap between demand and supply, and it can
ensure energy security for the nation.
Dimethyl ether (DME) is an ultra-clean fuel.
CSIR-NCL has developed the nation's first kind of DME pilot plant with
20-24Kg/day capacity.
The conventional LPG burner is not suitable for DME combustion as DME density
is different than LPG. To address this issue, CSIR- NCL's ADITI URJA SANCH
has come up with a helpful, innovative setup.
The new Burner is fully designed and fabricated by NCL for DME, DME -LPG
blended mixtures and LPG combustion.
Salient features of newly designed Burner are:
a) The new design is efficient for both DME and the blend of DME and LPG.
b) Novel design and flexible air ingress.
c) The new nozzle design allows optimum oxygen ingress for combustion
d) The angles at which nozzles are placed maximize the heat transfer area across
the utensils.
e) Optimum flame velocity can be obtained.
f) The length of the flame(high, low, and medium)can be adjusted by altering the
oxygen ingress.
g) The experiment shows that it increases the heat transfer rate as well.
Its efficiency trials and comparison with conventional burners have been made.
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Trial runs have demonstrated improvement by 10-15 %, compared to conventional
burners using LPG alone.
The DME project is moving on fast track mode from the laboratory to the market
to ultimately reach people under the methanol economy and green sustainable fuel
policy of the country.
A clean cooking fuel combination of DME-LPG also safeguards the well-being of
women and children.
The DME process technology is economical, cost-effective, and scalable.
The newly designed stove can burn with up to 30 % DME blended with LPG or
100% DME as fuel.
CSIR-NCL plans under Aditi UrjaSanch to launch in future industrial burners for
low emission, DME/ DME blended fuel for automobiles and stationary power.
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DEFENCE
BRAHMOS missile test-fired from destroyer INS Chennai in the Arabian Sea
The supersonic cruise missile BRAHMOS was successfully test-fired on October
18, 2020, from Indian Navy's indigenously-built stealth destroyer INS Chennai,
hitting a target in the Arabian Sea. The missile hits the mark with its maximum
accuracy.
Highlights:
The BRAHMOS missile hit the target successfully with pin-point accuracy after
performing high-level and too complex manoeuvres.
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh congratulated Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) and Indian Navy for the successful launch of
the missile.
BRAHMOS is a prime strike weapon will ensure the warship's invincibility by
engaging naval surface targets at long ranges, thus making the destroyer another
lethal platform of Indian Navy.
The supersonic cruise missile BRAHMOS has been jointly designed, developed
and produced by India and Russia.
BRAHMOS:
Brahmos is named by the names of the rivers Brahmaputra & Moskva.The missile
is a two-stage (solid propellant engine in the first stage and liquid ramjet in second)
air to surface missile. Brahmos is multiplatform that is it can be launched from
land, air, and sea and multi capability missile with pin-point accuracy that works in
both daytime and night time, amid the weather conditions. It works on the "Fire and
Forgets" principle means it does not need further guidance after its launch. This
missile is one of the fastest cruise missiles currently operationally deployed with
the speed of Mach 2.8, which is 3 times more than the speed of sound.

Australia to join Malabar naval exercise 2020
Australia will be joining Malabar naval exercise involving India, US and Japan.
The Malabar naval exercise is a milestone opportunity for the Australian Defence
Force.
Malabar Exercise:
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This is an annual trilateral naval exercise between the navies of India, Japan, and
the USA which is held alternately in the Pacific and Indian Oceans. It started as a
bilateral naval exercise between India and the USA in 1992 and was expanded into
a trilateral format with the inclusion of Japan in 2015. Other exercises between
India and Australia are Pitch Black and AUSINDEX.
Australia:
Australia was the 1st country to submit a draft Mutual Logistics Support
Agreement (MLSA) after India signed the first such agreement with the USA in
2016. Initially, it was to be signed in 2019 and then in January 2020. The events got
postponed due to the Australian forest fires and then Covid-19 pandemic.
Participation of Australia in Malabar exercise along with strengthening the idea of
Quad' can therefore promote rule-based, open, free and inclusive Indo-Pacific.
Malabar Naval Exercise 2020:
The Annual Naval Exercise for the 2020 is expected to be held in the Bay of
Bengal and the Arabian Sea later this year. This year, the exercise has been planned
on a non-contact-at sea' format. The exercise helps in the coordination between the
Navies of the participating countries.

A hybrid model of smart fence tested along the LoC
The Army has significantly improved its electronic surveillance along the Line of
Control (LoC) to check infiltration, and work on converting the existing border
fence into a smart fence integrated with several sensors is underway.
Highlights:
Tough the cost of converting the entire fence over a 700 km stretch into a smart
one will be too high; a hybrid model is now accepted.
The fence will be integrated with LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) sensors,
infrared sensors and cameras among others. The existing fence is known as the AntiInfiltration Obstacle System (AIOS) is located about 700 m from the LoC.
The double row fence was constructed between 2003 and 2005 with concertina
wire.
With its high rate of degradation every year due to snow, the Army came up with a
proposal to install a smart fence with various sensors integrated into it and a pilot
project was subsequently taken up.
Light Detection and Ranging (LIDAR):
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LIDAR is a technology for measuring distances (ranging) by illuminating the target
with laser light & measuring the reflection using a sensor. Differences in laser
return times & wavelengths can then be used to make digital 3-D representations of
the target. It has terrestrial, airborne, and mobile applications. Lidar is usually used
to make high-resolution maps, with applications in surveying, geodesy, geomatics,
archaeology, geography, geology, geomorphology, seismology, forestry,
atmospheric physics, laser guidance, airborne laser swath mapping (ALSM), and
laser altimetry. Lidar uses ultraviolet, visible, or near-infrared light to image
objects. It can be used to target a wide range of materials, including non-metallic
objects, rocks, rain, chemical compounds, aerosols, clouds and even single
molecules.

India successfully test-fired SANT Missile on 19th October
India has test-fired Stand-off Anti-tank (SANT) missile successfully from a rooftop launcher at the Integrated Test Range (ITR) off Odisha Coast on October 19,
2020. The Missile is developed by the Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) for the Indian Air Force (IAF) and it has both Lock-on After
Launch and Lock-on Before Launch facility.
SANT missile:
Stand-off Anti-tank (SANT) missile is a surface-to-air missile.
SANT missile is a developed version of the Helicopter Launched Nag (HeliNa)
missile, instrumented with an advanced node-mounted seeker.
Stand-off Anti-tank (SANT) missile has a range of 12 Kilometers.
SANT missile becomes the twelfth missile test by India in last 45 days.
SANT missile tested on the following day of the BrahMos missile test.
The other missiles tested in the last 45 days include Shaurya, Prithvi-II, BrahMos,
Anti-Tank Guided Missile, Supersonic Missile Assisted Release of Torpedo,
Hypersonic Technology Demonstrator Vehicle, New Generation Anti-Radiation
Missile and Nirbhay subsonic cruise missile.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh unveils new version of DRDO's procurement
manual to engage the private sector in defence R&D
The government has announced its vision to make India a global hub of defence
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manufacturing and initiated a series of reform measures to encourage the domestic
defence industry.
Highlights:
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh unveiled a new version of the procurement
manual of the premier military research institute DRDO featuring simplified
procedures for the involvement of the private sector in various research and
development projects.
The new version manual has been introduced out to encourage the participation of
private industry, including start-ups & micro, small and medium enterprises in
defence research in sync with the government's 'Atmanirbhar Bharat' (self-reliant
India) initiative.
The procurement manual guides all deals, projects and research initiatives in
DRDO.
The procurement manual-2020 will facilitate faster execution of R&D
projects/programmes.
The modified features in the manual will go a long way to facilitate the
participation of industry in various R&D projects.
The salient features of the new manual include an increase of threshold limit for
advance payment, placement of an order on second lowest bidder (L2) in case
lowest bidder L1 backs out and 'bid security declaration option' for depositing
earnest money.
The previous revision of the procurement manual of the DRDO was last carried
out in 2016.
India is the most popular lucrative markets for global defence giants and it was
figured among the top 3 importers of military hardware in the world for the last 8
years.
The Indian armed forces are decided to spend around USD 130 billion in capital
procurement in the next five years.
The government is eyeing a turnover of Rs 1.75 lakh crore (USD 25 billion) in
defence manufacturing by 2025.

DRDO Successfully conducts a final trial of Nag Anti-Tank Guided Missile
Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO)carried out the final
trial of the third generation successfully from thePokhranfield firing ranges
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inRajasthan.The successful final user trial of the missile makes the Nag anti-tank
missile ready for induction in the Indian Army.
Highlights:
India carried out the final trial of the 3rd generation, Anti-tank guided missile
NAG' successfully on October 22 2020, from the Pokhran field firing ranges in
Rajasthan.
The Nag anti-tank guided missile has been developed by the Defence Research and
Development Organization (DRDO), to engage highly fortified enemy tanks in a
day and night conditions.
The successful final user trial of the missile makes the Nag anti-tank missile ready
for induction in the Indian Army.
Following the final trial, the missile will now enter into the production phase.
It will be manufactured by defence PSU Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL), under
the Integrated Guided Missile Development Program (IGMDP), of DRDO.

Indian Navy's 1st batch of three women Pilots Ready
The Indian Navy's first batch of women pilots on Dornier Aircraft at Kochi on
October 22, 2020.
Highlights:
The Indian Navy has made ready its first batch of three women pilots for Maritime
Reconnaissance (MR) missions on Dornier aircraft.
The 3 women pilots, Lieutenant Divya Sharma, Lt Shubhangi Swaroop and Lt
Shivangi are now ready to take on all MR missions on Dornier aircraft.
The three have been "operationalised on Dornier aircraft" by the SNC - Southern
Naval Command.
The 3 women pilots were part of the six pilots of the 27th DOFT (Dornier
Operational Flying Training Course), who graduated as fully operational Maritime
Reconnaissance (MR) Pilots at a passing out ceremony held at INS Garuda.
These officers had undergone basic flying training partly with Indian Air Force and
partly with the Navy.
Lt Shivangi was the 1st to qualify as a naval pilot on December 2, 2019.
The two others-Lieutenant Divya Sharma and Lieutenant Shubhangi Swaroop-also
became pilots after 15 days.
They were made one batch and finally became part of the 6 pilots of the 27th
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DOFT course, which is the most important phase of training for becoming mission
ready pilots.
The course comprised a month of the ground training phase, which was conducted
at various professional schools of Southern Naval Command and eight months of
flying training at the Dornier Squadron of SNC, INAS 550.
Lt Divya Sharma and Lt Shivam Pandey were adjudged First in Flying and First in
Ground subjects, respectively.
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PERSONS
IWF appoint Michael Irani as interim President
The International Weightlifting Federation (IWF) on October 16, 2020, announced
the appointment of Michael Irani as its interim President. Michael Irani was
appointed after the resignation of IWF President Tams Ajn.
International Weightlifting Federation (IWF):
International Weightlifting Federation was founded in 1905 and had its
headquarters at Budapest, Hungary.
Michael Irani:
Michael Irani was born in Bombay, who is a leading physician in Rheumatology
and works as a Consultant Rheumatologist at Ashford Hospital NHS Trust. Irani
was the former Chairman of the anti-doping Commission of IWF. And he was also
a member of the IWF Medical Committee since 1992. He served as the President of
the European Weightlifting Federation (EWF) Medical Committee from 1995 to
1999.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
List of Nobel Prize Winners 2020

Nobel Prize is announced at an international level which is administered by the
Nobel Foundation in Stockholm, Sweden. The man, Alfred Nobel is the reason
behind the Nobel prizes. He was a versatile personality with various talents.
Alfred Nobel's will:
Nobel Prize is announced in the will of versatile person Alfred Nobel. He had
talents in the invention, Business, entrepreneurship, research, poetry, drama etc. On
November 27, 1985, Alfred signed his last will of establishing Nobel prizes to
various departments.
Nobel Prize:
The person who is awarded the Nobel Prize is known as Nobel Laureate. Nobel
Prize initially initiated in 1901. The prizes in Literature, Chemistry, Physics, Peace,
and Physiology or Medicine were first awarded in 1901.
List of Nobel Prize Winners 2020:
Recently Nobel Prize winners for the year 2020 were announced. Let's have a view
on the list of winners:Nobel Laureates
Field
Contribution
Harvey J. Alter, MichaelMedicine
Houghton and Charles M.
Rice
Roger Penrose
Physics

Reinhard Genzel
Andrea Ghez

and

Emmanuelle CharpentierChemistry
and Jennifer A. Doudna
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SPORTS
Nozomi Okuhara clinches Women's Singles title at Denmark Open
In Badminton, former Japanese World Champion Nozomi Okuhara clinched the
Denmark Open title beating three-time world champion Carolina Marin in women's
singles.
Highlights:
The Japanese star took 56 minutes to get the better of the Olympic gold medallist
Spaniard in two games 21-19, 21-17, at Odense.
With reigning world champion PV Sindhu of India opting to sit out the event, two
of her biggest rivals made it through to the final.
In the men's singles final, world number seven Anders Antonsen of Denmark
defeated his compatriot Rasmus Gemke by 18-21, 21-19, 21-12.
In the mixed doubles, fourth seeds Mark Lamsfuss and Isabel Herttrich became the
first German mixed doubles players to win a Super Series event after defeating
Chris and Gabby Adcock of England in the final 18-21, 21-11, 21-14.
In an all-Japan women's doubles final, top seeds Yuki Fukushima and Sayaka
Hirota downed second seeds Mayu Matsumoto and Wakana Nagahara 21-10,
16-21, 21-18.
Marcus Ellis and Chris Langridge of England defeated Russian pair Valdimir
Ivanov and Ivan Sozonov 20-22, 21-17, 21-18, becoming the first England pair to
clinch the title of men's doubles in the Denmark Open for 45 years.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Highlights of Ministers of Justice Summit of SCO
The 17th Meeting of Ministers of Justice of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Member States was hosted by Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, Minister of Law &
Justice, Communication and Electronics & Information Technology.
Highlights:
During the meeting, Minister highlighted the initiatives taken by the Indian
Government under the leadership of Honourable Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
for providing affordable and easy access to justice for all.
Pro Bono Legal Services is launched, and this helps to provide free legal aid to
marginalised sections of the society.
Tele-Law services initiated in 2017, so far 3.44 Lakh free legal consultations have
been given to poor people through video conferencing.
E-Courts projects with Video-Conferencing facility and rolling out of Virtual
Courts, as part of Government's successful transformative change. During
COVID19, pandemic over 25 Lakh hearing through video conference have taken
place at various courts of India, out of which 9,000 virtual hearings have taken
place at the Supreme Court (SC) alone.
Minister urged the SCO Member States to promote an exchange of ideas, best
practices and experiences in identified areas through the platform.
The SCO Member States, discussed the importance of promoting alternative
dispute resolution mechanism.
Key features of the joint statement:
To strengthen the work on the implementation of the Agreement on Cooperation
between the Ministries of Justice of the SCO Member States.
To continue the work on the implementation of the Action Plans of the working
groups of experts on forensic activities and legal services for 2018-2020, as well as
to develop Action Plans for 2021-2023.
Consider organising exchange programs for representatives of the ministries (law
and justice of the SCO member-states) to study the best practices in alternative
dispute resolution.
To continue discussing the parties' positions on the issues of mutual legal
assistance and development of legal services in accordance with national
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legislation.
Actively develop cooperation with the ministries of justice of the SCO observer
and dialogue partner states.
Continue efforts to develop an online platform for the exchange of legal
information, taking into account national laws.

First ever SCO Startup Forum to be launched on 27th October, boost for
Startup India
The 1st ever Shanghai Cooperation Organisation(SCO) startup forum will be
launched on 27th October 2020,ahead of the SCO trade Ministers meeting on 28th
October 2020.
Highlights:
The 1st ever SCO Startup Forum will be launched on October 27 2020.
The forum will lay the foundation for multilateral cooperation and engagement
among the SCO Member States to develop and hone their startup ecosystems,
collectively.
Innovation and Startups will be the key focus area of SCO
The Forum will identify the areas of cooperation by launching multiple
entrepreneurial activities like startup showcases through a dedicated virtual
platform, mobilizing capital for startups, sharing of best practices, procuring social
innovations, multilateral incubator programs and knowledge exchange workshops
etc.
It will help us to learn the cultural & economic features in the Member States of
SCO
In the run up to the establishment of Forum, India organized a virtual SCO
preparatory Seminar and a workshop .
Around 40 Indian Missions planned in to further augment Startup India efforts.
India is currently the 3rd largest startup ecosystem in the world with over 35,000
startups, close to 25% of which are core technology startups operating in various
areas which includes Robotics, AI, IoT, Cloud Computing, Digital Health,
Financial and Education Technology.
The Startup India' has launched 10 bilateral bridges and helped many technologybased startups to expand their businesses to global markets.
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Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan virtually addresses World Bank- IMF
annual meeting 2020
Central Minister for Health and Family Welfare Dr Harsh Vardhan, virtually
addressed the World Bank- International Monetary Fund (IMF) annual meeting.
Highlights:
The theme of the meeting was Unleashing the South Asian Century through
Human Capital for All and Investing in Covid-19 Vaccines and Primary Healthcare
Delivery System"
India has been following a pre-emptive, proactive, and graded response
characterised by a Whole of Society, Whole of Government approach.
Innovation, ability and agility of the private sector have supported the efforts to
fight COVID-19 in a major way.
PPEs, N95 masks, Oxygen, ventilators, diagnostic tests kits were developed.
Medical infrastructure seen exponential growth, from having one lab in March,
2020 to around 2000 laboratories as on date with nearly half of the labs were from
the private sector. The same is for dedicated ICU facilities & isolation centres.
India is making use of Information Technology (IT) in virtually every aspect of
COVID management- AarogyaSetu app and ITIHAS, cellular-based tracking
technology has been used for surveillance and identification of potential clusters,
RT-PCR app for testing, facility app for managing information on admitted
patients, all integrated with a single COVID portal.
AarogyaSetu App is currently being used by more than 170 million Indians making
it one of the most downloaded apps in the world
The present research agenda for COVID19 has been to provide an affordable
vaccine as well as to ensure its equitable distribution
Currently, three Indian pharma companies in partnership with foreign/domestic
research institutes are expediting the trials of the vaccine.
Under the leadership of our Honourable Prime Minister, we have constituted a
National Expert Group on Vaccine Administration which is working on all aspects,
as well as designing innovative approaches to distribute vaccines in rural and
remote regions.
India has made huge strides in improving the health of our people in the last two
decades
And now, India's will be critical to fighting COVID-19 especially when it comes to
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making vaccines at large scale for the whole world.

Dr Jitendra Singh addresses the 1st ever Ministerial Meeting of G-20 AntiCorruption Working Group
India reiterated its commitment for the eradication of corruption under Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, Speaking at the 1st ever Ministerial Meeting of G-20
Anti-Corruption Working Group.
Highlights:
India is bound to the policy of zero tolerance against corruption and unaccounted
money.
In pursuance of this, it is the Modi government has taken initiatives over the last
six years.
India's Prevention of Corruption Act, which the government amended after 30
years in 2018 to introduce several new provisions including criminalizing the Act
of giving bribe also in addition to taking a bribe and at the same time putting in
place an effective deterrence for those actions by individuals as well as the
corporate entities.
The present Act focuses on checking corruption in big places & striking hard
against corporate bribery.
The commitment of government, is to bring in more transparency, more citizen
centricity and more accountability in governance and is indicated by its decisive
initiatives to operationalize the institution of the Lokpal in the country to check
corruption at high places.
It seeks to establish a vicarious liability so that the actual bribe giver is also
exposed.
The world is presently combating serious emerging challenges of Fugitive
Economic Offenders and Assets which flee across national jurisdiction.
India's Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018 empowers authorities for nonconviction based attachments and confiscation of proceeds of crime and properties
as well as assets of a Fugitive Economic Offender.
Lauding the efforts of G20 Anti-Corruption Working Group to organize the event
under the shadow of COVID-19, even the COVID cannot deter our fight and
crusade to eradicate corruption.
Dr Jitendra Singh congratulated the Presidency Saudi Arabia for organizing the
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G20 Ministerial Meeting on its 10th Anniversary year and wished that the world
will come together for a steadfast and a strong movement to combat the menace of
corruption.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(October 19 - October 25, 2020)

SCHEMES
Agriculture Minister launches AYUSHMAN SAHAKAR scheme
Central Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar launched AYUSHMAN
SAHAKAR scheme on October 19, 2020. The scheme is a special way to assist
cooperatives to play an essential role in the creation of healthcare infrastructure in
the country.
Highlights:
AYUSHMAN SAHAKAR scheme has been designed by the National Cooperative
Development Corporation (NCDC).
National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC )would extend term loans
to prospective cooperatives to the tune of 10 thousand crores in the upcoming
years.
The pandemic has brought into focus the requirement of creation of more facilities.
The fund by NCDC would give a boost to the provision of healthcare services by
cooperatives.
The scheme will be a step towards strengthening farmer's welfare activities by the
Union Government.
Ayushman Sahakar scheme fund would also assist cooperative hospitals in taking
up medical / Ayush education. NCDC's scheme aligns itself with the focus of the
National Health Policy, 2017, covering the health systems in all their dimensions.
NCDC's scheme also provides working capital and margin money to meet
operational requirements. The scheme provides interest subvention of one percent
to women majority cooperatives.
NCDC was established under an Act of Parliament in 1963 for the promotion and
development of cooperatives. Since 1963, it has extended around Rs.1.60 lakh crore
as loans to cooperatives.

NDA govt launches various schemes for farmers empowerment
NDA government has launched various schemes for the empowerment of farmers
emphasized by BJP President JP Nadda. The PM Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana
scheme has deposited Rs. 6,000 in the account of 10 crore farmers.
Highlights:
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The BJP-led NDA government has deposited over Rs. 92,000 directly into the
bank accounts of 10 crore farmers under PM Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana Scheme.
The soul of India resides in the farmers, and it is the farmer who is the backbone of
India.
PM Narendra Modi took up the cause of the farmers and implemented the report of
MS Swaminathan.
For the first time, Minimum Support Price (MSP) of one and a half times the cost
was given to the farmers.
The three Farm Acts are the Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020, The
Farmers Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020 and
The Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and
Farm Services Act, 2020.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
IWF appoint Michael Irani as interim President
The International Weightlifting Federation (IWF) on October 16, 2020, announced
the appointment of Michael Irani as its interim President. Michael Irani was
appointed after the resignation of IWF President Tams Ajn.
International Weightlifting Federation (IWF):
International Weightlifting Federation was founded in 1905 and had its
headquarters at Budapest, Hungary.
Michael Irani:
Michael Irani was born in Bombay, who is a leading physician in Rheumatology
and works as a Consultant Rheumatologist at Ashford Hospital NHS Trust. Irani
was the former Chairman of the anti-doping Commission of IWF. And he was also
a member of the IWF Medical Committee since 1992. He served as the President of
the European Weightlifting Federation (EWF) Medical Committee from 1995 to
1999.

Vishal V Sharma appointed as India's next permanent representative to
UNESCO.
Vishal V Sharma has been selected as the next permanent representative of India to
the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).
He was selected with the rank of ambassador.
Highlights:
Vishal V Sharma was appointed as the replacement of Jawed Ashraf.
He was appointed to the Permanent Delegation of India to UNESCO.
On November 16, 1945 UNESCO was founded and had its headquarters at Paris,
France.
Head of UNESCO is Audrey Azoulay.

SC appoints former justice Lokur to monitor steps to prevent stubble burning
The Supreme Court has appointed Justice Madan B Lokur, a former judge of the
Supreme Court, as a one-person monitoring committee to prevent stubble burning
in the states of Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, amid rising levels of pollution
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in the national capital and adjoining regions.
Highlights:
The judgment was passed by the Supreme Court bench headed by Justice SA
Bobde while hearing a PIL filed by two environmental activities as directions to
ensure the implementation of the complete ban on stubble burning.
Court-appointed Environment Pollution Control Authority (EPCA) and chief
secretaries of Haryana, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh were directed to help the Lokur
panel.
The concerned state governments are asked to provide secretarial, security and
financial facilities to this committee. The committee is directed to submit its report
to the Supreme Court in 15 days, with the next hearing on October 26, 2020.
The committee will be assisted by state chief secretaries and also by National
Cadet Corps (NCC), National Service Scheme (NSS) and Bharat Scouts.

CSIR-CDRI Scientist Dr Saman Habib elected as a fellow of Indian National
Science Academy
Dr Saman Habib, is elected as a fellow of Indian National Science Academy. Dr
Saman Habib, Chief Scientist and Professor (AcSIR) in Molecular Biology
Division, CSIR-CDRI, Lucknow brought her outstanding work for understanding
the malaria parasite.
Highlights:
Her research group's interest in the malaria parasite is driven by the desire to
understand
(a) the molecular workings and functions of the relict plastid (apicoplast) of
Plasmodium,
(b) mechanisms of protein translation employed by Plasmodium organelles and
(c) human genetic factors and susceptibility to severe P. falciparum malaria in
endemic and non-endemic regions of India.
Other important honours and awards:
Fellow of Indian Academy of Sciences, Bangalore (2016)
Fellow of The National Academy of Sciences India, Allahabad (2015)
National Women Bio-scientist Award, Department of Biotechnology, Govt. of
India (2012)
Prof. BK Bachhawat Memorial Lecture Award, National Academy of Sciences,
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India (2008)
CSIR Young Scientist Award, CSIR (2001)
Indian National Science Academy:
Indian National Science Academy was established in January 1935. The central
theme of this academy was to promote science in India and harnessing scientific
knowledge for the cause of humanity and national welfare.
Promotion of scientific knowledge in India, including its practical application to
problems of national welfare.

LT GEN Nanda Kishore Sahoo Assumes Appointment of Director General
Dental Services
Lieutenant General Nanda Kishore Sahoo, assumed the appointment of Director
General Dental Services and Colonel Commandant of Army Dental Corps on 12
Oct 2020.
Highlights:
During his distinguished military career of 37 years, he has held multiple important
appointments including Command of a unit in Kashmir Valley, Command Advisor
of Western, Central and Southern Commands.
The General Officer is an alumnus of King George's Medical University and a Post
Graduate from Mumbai University in the Specialty of Oral & Maxillofacial
Surgery.
Lt General has the unique distinction of being the Professor & Head of the Dental
Department at Armed Forces Medical College, Pune and the Army Hospital
(Research & Referral), Delhi.
Lt Gen NK Sahoo is an internationally acclaimed author, teacher and winner of KS
Master silver medal.
The General officer is a recipient of five Commendations and the Presidential
Award, Vishisht Seva Medal(VSM) for his exceptional services of a high order.
Lt Gen NK Sahoo exhorted all ranks to continue working with utmost zeal and
enthusiasm.
Lt Gen NK Sahoo urged them to continue on the path to strive for excellence and
to keep Nation First' in all their endeavours.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
Prime Minister to inaugurate India Energy Forum by CERAWeek
PM Shri Narendra Modi will inaugurate the annual India Energy Forum by
CERAWeek that will be held between October 26 to October 28 2020.
Highlights:
The forum is in its fourth year and is hosted by IHS Markit.
The event will convene an international group of speakers and delegates as well as
a community of a thousand delegates from India and regional energy companies,
energy-related industries, institutions and governments,".
The event's speakers include Energy minister,Senior industry Executives and
leading national and international energy experts.
Key topics to be explored will include :
Impact of the pandemic on India's future energy demand
Securing supplies for India's economic growth
What does energy transition and the climate agenda mean for India?
Natural Gas in India's Energy Mix: What's the path?
Refining & petrochemicals: Strategies midst surplus
The pace of innovation: Biofuel, hydrogen, CCS, electric vehicles and digital
transformation
Market and regulatory reform: What is ahead?

World Statistics Day is observed on 20 October
The Static - divison of the United Nations Department of Economic Affairsis the
global coordinator of the campaign, defining global key messages and making
available outreach resources to countries and other partners
Highlights:
The 3rd World Statistics Day will be celebrated around the globe on 20 October
2020.
The theme of 2020Connecting the world with data we can trust
This theme reflects the importance of trust, authoritative data, innovation and the
public good in national statistical systems.
The celebration of World Statistics Day 2020 is a global collaborative endeavour,
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organized under the guidance of the United Nations Statistical Commission.
The Statistics Division of the United Nations Department of Economic Affairs is
the global coordinator of the campaign, defining global key messages and making
available outreach resources to countries and other partners through this website.
National statistical offices act as national coordinators, translating promotional
materials into national languages and organizing events and outreach efforts at
national and subnational levels.
International organizations play a key role in amplifying campaigns at the global
and regional levels and organizing their own events.

Police Commemoration Day is observed on 21 October
The Police Commemoration Day is observed on October 21, 2020. The day is
observed on October 21 every year to honour the loyalty and supreme sacrifice of
police personnel for the nation.
Background:
It was on this day in 1959 when Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) led a saga of
bravery and sacrifice in the inaccessible, inhospitable terrain of Hot Springs in
Ladakh. A patrol party of twenty personnel of CRPF and Intelligence Bureau had
gone to search for a missing reconnaissance party when the Chinese Army
ambushed it. Despite the sudden attack and disadvantageous tactical position, they
fought valiantly against the Chinese army personnel who were in large numbers
and heavily armed. In this battle, ten CRPF men were martyred in defence of the
country.
Highlights:
PM Narendra Modi today paid tributes to all the police personnel martyred in the
line of duty on Police Commemoration Day.
Police Commemoration Day is to express gratitude to the police personnel and
their families all across India.
The police personnel always give their best without hesitation, from preserving law
and order to solving horrendous crimes, from assistance in disaster management to
fighting COVID-19.
In the last one year, 264 personnel of State Police Forces as well as those of
CAPFs, lost their lives in the line of duty.
Police and CAPF personnel played a significant and frontline role as Covid
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warriors. As a result, 343 police and CAPF personnel fell prey to Covid 19 in the
line of duty while contributing to Covid management.

United Nations Day is celebrating the 75th Anniversary
Every year on 24 October, the United Nations (UN) celebrates its anniversary. And,
in this 2020 UN celebrates its 75th Anniversary. UN Day marks the anniversary of
the entry into force of the UN Charter and the founding of the Organization in
1945.
Highlights:
The name "United Nations" was termed by the United States (US), President
Franklin D. Roosevelt.
The UN is designed around five main organs:
UN General Assembly (UNGA)
United Nations Security Council
Economic and Social Council
UN Secretariat
International Court of Justice
A sixth main organ, the Trusteeship Council, suspended operations on 1 November
1994, upon the independence of Palau, the last remaining UN trustee territory.
Background:
The UN was formed after World War II, with the view of preventing future globalscale conflicts. It was a successor to the League of Nations. The representatives
from 50 governments met in San Francisco on April 25 1945, to draft what would
become the UN Charter. The Charter was adopted on June 25, 1945, and came into
effect on October 24 1945.
UN and India:
India was one of the members of the United Nations (UN). Even before 1947, India
had signed the Declaration by the United Nations at Washington, D.C. in 1944.
Also, it participated in the United Nations Conference on International
Organization at San Francisco from April 25 to June 26 1945. India supports the
principles of the UN and has made significant contributions in implementing the
goals of the organisation. The UN field networks in India are the largest anywhere
in the world through the many offices, programmes and funds currently at work in
the country.
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World Development Information Day observed on 24 October
World Development Information Day is observed on October 24 annually to draw
the attention of the world to development problems & necessity of strengthening
international cooperation to solve them.
Background:
The Conference of UN on Trade and Development had proposed measures for
information dissemination and mobilization of public opinion relative to trade and
development problems on May 17, 1972. The UN General Assembly(UNGA)
passed the resolution in 1972 and instituted World Development Information Day
on October 24.
The United Nations General Assembly decided that date for the day should
coincide in principle with 24 October, which was also the date of adoption of
International Development Strategy for Second United Nations Development
Decade in 1970. The need for the day is to improve the dissemination of
information and mobilization of public opinion, particularly among young people.
This will lead to greater awareness of problems of development, thus, promoting
efforts in the sphere of international cooperation for development.
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COMMITTEE
ECI forms a committee to examine issues concerning expenditure limits
Election Commission has formed a committee which includes Sh. Harish Kumar,
Sh. Umesh Sinha, Secretary-General and DG (Expenditure) Ex. IRS and DG
(Investigation), to examine the issues concerning expenditure limit for a candidate
given an increase in the number of electors and the rise in Cost Inflation Index and
other factors.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Law & Justice on October 19, 2020 has notified an amendment in
Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961 enhancing the expenditure limit by 10%. This
10% will be applicable with immediate effect in ongoing elections.
In last 6 years, the limit has not increased inspite of increase in the electorate from
834 million to 910 million in 2019 to 921 million now. Cost Inflation Index in this
period has increased from 220 to 280 in 2019 to 301 now.
The committee assesses the change in several electors across the States/Union
Territories & its bearing on expenditure.
The committee assesses the change in the Cost Inflation Index and its bearing on
the pattern of expenditure incurred by the candidates in recent elections.
The committee seeks views/inputs of the political parties and other stakeholders
examine other factors which may have bearings on expenditure.
The constituted committee will submit its report within 120 days of its
constitution.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
Recent Cabinet Approvals
In recent weeks, Cabinet has approved various proposals, MoUs and agreements.
The Union Cabinet chaired by the PM Narendra Modi approved the following:
MoU between India and Nigeria on Cooperation in the Exploration and uses of
outer space for peaceful purposes:
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) signed between India and Nigeria on Cooperation in the
Exploration and used of outer space for peaceful purposes. MoU has been signed
between Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) of India at Bengaluru in June,
2020 and by National Space Research and Development Agency (NASRDA) of
Nigeria at Abuja on August 13, 2020.
This MoU shall enable potential interest areas of cooperation such as, Remote
sensing of the earth; satellite communication and satellite-based navigation; Space
science end planetary Exploration; Use of spacecraft, launch vehicles, space
systems and ground systems; Practical applications of space technology including
geospatial tools and techniques; and Other areas of cooperation to be' determined
by the Signatories.
Extension of the Market Intervention Scheme for procurement of apples in
Jammu and Kashmir for the year 2020-21:
The Union Cabinet, approved the extension of MIS - Market Intervention Scheme
for apple procurement in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) for the current season also,
i.e. 2020-21 on the same terms and condition as was done in J&K during last
season, i.e. 2019-20.
Central Procuring Agency will do the procurement of apple, i.e. National
Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation Ltd. (NAFED) through State
Designated Agency, i.e. Directorate of Planning and Marketing, Department of
Horticulture & Jammu & Kashmir Horticulture Processing and Marketing
Corporation (JKHPMC), directly from apple farmers of J&K and the payment will
be done through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) into Bank account of apple farmers.
MoU between ICAI and CPAs, Papua New Guinea:
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI) and the Certified Practising Accountants, Papua New
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Guinea, to work together in capacity building and strengthening the Accounting,
Financial and Audit Knowledge base in Papua New Guinea.
Productivity Linked Bonus (PLB) and non-Productivity Linked Bonus for
2019-2020:
Union Cabinet chaired by PM Modi has given the approval to pay Productivity
Linked Bonus (PLB) for the year 2019-2020 to 16.97 lakh non-gazetted employees
of commercial establishments like Railways, Posts, Defence, etc. will be benefitted
and the financial implication would be Rs.2,791 crore. Non-PLB or ad-hoc Bonus
is given to Non-Gazetted Central Government employees. 13.70 lakh employees
would be helped, and Rs.946 crore will be the financial implication for the same.
Mutual recognition pact between India's ICAI and Malaysia's MICPA:
Union Cabinet chaired by PM Modi approved the mutual recognition agreement
between the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) and Malaysian
Institute of Certified Public Accountants (MICPA). This would enable
appropriately qualified chartered accountant members of either institute to join the
other by receiving appropriate credit for their existing accountancy qualification.

Microsoft and SpaceX join hands to connect Azure Platform to Satellites
Microsoft is joining hands with the SpaceX which is led by Elon Musk( billionaire
entrepreneur). This is being done to target space customers.
Highlights:
SpaceX-Starlinkwill has partnership and provides high-speed and low latency
satellite broadband for Microsoft's Azure Modular Datacenter.
With this partnership, Microsoft aims to make the Azure a platform and ecosystem
of choice.
Microsoft wants the platform to be looked upon for the mission needs of the space
community.
Microsoft has brought together a team of space industry veterans to work alongside
its product engineers and scientists.
They will be building the cloud capabilities that will suit the needs of space
exploration.
Their innovation areas include space missions, to discover insights from satellite
data and to fuel innovation both on the ground as well as in orbit.
After the space missions coupled with Azure's high-performance computing,
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machine learning and data analytics abilities, the satellites will then open new
opportunities for both public and private sector organizations.
Significance of SpaceX
SpaceX is well known for its reusable rockets and astronaut capsules. SpaceX is
doing up the satellite production for Starlink.SpaceX recently won a contract to
build missile-tracking satellites for the Pentagon.It is the first government contract
for SpaceX to build satellites.

IIT in Partnership with TCS Sets New Trends in Manufacturing Sector
IIT Kharagpur has developed novel Industry 4.0 technology for remotely controlled
factory operations and real-time quality correction during industrial production,
jointly with TCS to set a new trend in India's advanced manufacturing sector.
Highlights:
The present innovation upgraded the industrial process of friction stir welding to a
multi-sensory system of Industry 4.0. This will make possible for industrial houses
to achieve standardized quality goals throughout the production process and reduce
rejection hence lowering the cost of production.
The innovative technology developed by Prof. Surjya K Pal, Professor in-charge at
the Centre of Excellence in Advanced Manufacturing Technology in association
with TCS will acquire real-time information about the welding process through
multiple sensors and enable online control of weld quality by means of cloud-based
communication with the friction stir welding machine.
This technology is connected with a vast experimental knowledge base to conform
to a standard system and prediction of the weld joint strength. Any defect identified
during the monitoring procedure is corrected in real-time by sending modified
parameters to the machine thus ensuring standardized quality of the process.
The concept of this technology can further be evolved for real-time control of other
industrial processes and such work will be carried at the Centre with other
industrial partners soon.
The Industry partner TCS views such an innovation has helped to give a direction
as an enabler of technology-based transformations in the country, especially in
overcoming challenges called out by the pandemic.
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INDEX / LIST
India ranks 94 out of 107 nations on the Global Hunger Index 2020
India took place 94th place among 107 nations in the Global Hunger Index 2020
and is in the 'serious' hunger category with experts blaming low implementation
processes, lack of effective monitoring, siloed approach in tackling malnutrition
and poor performance by large states behind the low ranking.
Highlights:
In 2019, India's rank was 102 out of 117 countries.
The neighbouring countries, Bangladesh ranked 75th, Myanmar ranked 78th and
Pakistan ranked 88th is in the 'serious' hunger category.
Nepal took 73rd and Sri Lanka in 64th position are in 'moderate' hunger category.
17 nations, including China, Belarus, Turkey, Cuba, Ukraine, and Kuwait, shared
the top rank with GHI scores.
According to the report, 14% of India's population is undernourished.
The country recorded a 37.4% stunting rate among children under five and a
wasting rate of 17.3 %. The under-five mortality rate is at 3.7%.
The large states like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Madhya Pradesh need to be
improved because the national average is affected a lot by these states.
GHI score is calculated on four indicators
1. Undernourishment;
2. Child Wasting=children under the age of five who have low weight for their
height reflecting acute undernutrition;
3. Child Stunting = children under the age of five those have low height for their
age reflecting chronic undernutrition.
4. child mortality = mortality rate of children under the age of five.

Global tuberculosis report 2020
World Health Organisation(WHO) has published global tuberculosis (TB) report of
2020.
Highlights:
WHO has published a global tuberculosis (TB) report every year from 1997.
The report published by WHO provides a comprehensive and up-to-date
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assessment of the TB epidemic, progress in prevention, diagnosis & treatment of
the disease at the regional level and country level and global level.
This is done in the context of global strategies and targets endorsed by WHO's the
Member States, broader development goals set by the United Nations & targets set
in the political declaration at the 2018 United Nation high-level meeting on
Tuberculosis.
The 2020 edition of the report was published on 14 October 2020.
The data in this report are updated every year.
Global TB reports from previous years are available from the WHO Institutional
Repository for Information Sharing (IRIS).
The most recent time-series of estimates are published in the 2020 global TB
report.

India took the place of world No. 2 in Migrations to OECD nations - 44th
International Migration Outlook 2020
Secretary-General of OECD - Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development announced the 44th International Migration Outlook 2020 on October
19, 2020. OECD is an international organisation where the governments of 37
member states work with each other to foster sustainable development.
Highlights:
India emerged as the 2nd largest source country both in terms of the total inflow of
new migrants to OECD countries and also as regards the number of Indians
acquiring citizenship of these countries. China took the 1st position while Romania
backed the 3rd place.
India succeeded Romania to emerge as the second-largest source country.
Migration from India to OECD countries increased sharply by 10% and now it
reached 3.3 lakhs. It represents 5% of the overall migration to OECD countries.
Due to ongoing pandemic issuances of new visas in OECD countries saw the
largest drop by 46% in the first half of 2020 compared with the same period in
2019. In the second quarter, it declined to 72%.
The top 4 countries where Indians choose to become citizens are the United States
(US), Canada, Australia, and the United Kingdom (UK).

Haryana tops Anemia Mukt Bharat Index
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Haryana State has the best Anemia Mukt Bharat (AMB) Index among 29 states in
the country.
Highlights:
The Anemia Mukt Bharat, an initiative of the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare and United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), has been launched to
reduce the prevalence of Anemia all over India.
This information came to light during the 8th Governing Body Meeting of the
State Health Society of the National Health Mission (NHM) in Chandigarh.
In a recently released scorecard of the Anemia Mukt Bharat (AMB) Index,
Haryana was ranked at the top slot with an AMB Index of 46.7.
Thereare 34 National Programmes being run under NHM.
First time in the year 2019-20 that the state had achieved 93 per cent of
immunization.
Haryana is one of 11 states in the country that have achieved National Health
Policy targets well before 2020.
The institutional deliveries have increased to 93.7 per cent, and it was possible due
to 24-hours delivery facilities in the state.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) The Navies conducted the previous edition of SLINEX off ______________
in September 2019.
A.Visakhapatnam
B.Trincomalee
C.Tutucorin
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The 8th Edition of annual Indian Navy (IN) Sri Lanka Navy (SLN) SLINEX-20 is
scheduled off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka from October 19 to 21 2020. SLINEX-20 is a maritime
exercise. The Navies conducted the previous edition of SLINEX off Visakhapatnam in September
2019.

2) Brahmos missile is a _________________ air to surface missile.
A.Single stage
B.Two stage
C.Third stage
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation The missile is a two-stage (solid propellant engine in the first stage and liquid
ramjet in second) air to surface missile.

3) The Indian Navy will be representing the indigenously built ASW corvettes
'Kamorta' and 'Kiltan' under the command __________________________
A.Rear Admiral Sanjay Vatsayan
B.Rear Admiral Bandara Jayathilaka
C.Both A and B
D.None of the above

Answer A
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Explanation The Indian Navy will be representing the indigenously built ASW corvettes
'Kamorta' and 'Kiltan' under the command of Rear Admiral Sanjay Vatsayan, Flag Officer
Commanding Eastern Fleet, Indian Navy.

4) The supersonic cruise missile BRAHMOS has been jointly designed,
developed and produced by India and____________________
A.Israel
B.China
C.Pakistan
D.Russia

Answer D
Explanation The supersonic cruise missile BRAHMOS has been jointly designed, developed and
produced by India and Russia.

5) Science-Society-Setu webinar series initiated to strengthen the
_________________ capacity of NGOs & Communities.
A.S&T
B.IoT
C.Defence
D.None of these

Answer A
Explanation Science-Society-Setu webinar series initiated to strengthen the S&T capacity of
NGOs & Communities.

6) Michael Irani was appointed after the resignation of IWF
__________________
A.Ursula Papandrea
B.Vishal V Sharma
C.Tams Ajn.
D.None

Answer C
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Explanation Michael Irani was appointed after the resignation of IWF President Tams Ajn.

7) Michael Irani was born in Bombay, who is a leading physician in
_______________
A.Rheumatology
B.Cardiology
C.Neurology
D.Gyneocology

Answer A
Explanation Michael Irani was born in Bombay, who is a leading physician in Rheumatology
and works as a Consultant Rheumatologist at Ashford Hospital NHS Trust.

8) International Weightlifting Federation was founded in ________________
A.1900
B.1910
C.1905
D.1906

Answer C
Explanation International Weightlifting Federation was founded in 1905 and had its
headquarters at Budapest, Hungary.

9) ______________________ has been selected as the next permanent
representative of India to the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO).
A.Vishal V Sharma
B.Audrey Azoulay
C.Irina Bokova
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Vishal V Sharma has been selected as the next permanent representative of India to
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the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). He was
selected with the rank of ambassador.

10) Where is the headquarters of UNESCO?
A.Rome
B.Paris
C.New york
D.London

Answer B
Explanation On November 16, 1945 UNESCO was founded and had its headquarters at Paris,
France.

11) Which among the following is India'sinitiatives?
A.Pro Bono Legal Service
B.E-courts
C.Both A and B
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation Pro Bono Legal Servicesis launched, and this helps to provide free legal aid to
marginalised sections of the society.Tele-Law services initiated in 2017, so far 3.44 Lakh free
legal consultations have been given to poor people through video conferencing.

12) Bepicolombo is a joint mission of
A.European Space Agency and ISRO
B.European Space Agency and Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency
C.ISRO and Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation BepiColombo is a joint mission of the European Space Agency (ESA) and the
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA)
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13) Who published the Global Tuberculosis report of 2020?
A.UNESCO
B.RBI
C.UN
D.WHO

Answer D
Explanation World Health Organisation(WHO) has published global tuberculosis (TB) report of
2020.

14) What is Indias rank in Global Hunger Index 2020?
A.94
B.96
C.73
D.86

Answer A
Explanation India took place 94th place among 107 nations in the Global Hunger Index 2020
and is in the 'serious' hunger category with experts blaming low implementation processes.

15) Recently MISSION SHAKTHI was launched by which of the following
states?
A.Madhya pradesh
B.Karnataka
C.Haryana
D.Uttar pradesh

Answer D
Explanation Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath issues directions for including
Bhojpuri, Bundelkhand dialects in helplines.

16) The Supreme Court has appointed Justice Madan B Lokur to prevent
A.Corruption
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B.Women Harassment
C.Pollution
D.Stubble burning

Answer D
Explanation The Supreme Court has appointed Justice Madan B Lokur, a former judge of the
Supreme Court, as a one-person monitoring committee to prevent stubble burning in the states of
Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, amid rising levels of pollution in the national capital and
adjoining regions.

17) International Weightlifting Federation was founded in 1905 and had its
headquarters at_______________
A.Hungary
B.Belgium
C.Paris
D.New York

Answer A
Explanation International Weightlifting Federation was founded in 1905 and had its
headquarters at Budapest, Hungary.

18) Indian Navys indigenously-built stealth destroyer INS is at ____________
A.Cochin
B.Trivandram
C.Chennai
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation The supersonic cruise missile BRAHMOS was successfully test-fired on October
18, 2020, from Indian Navys indigenously-built stealth destroyer INS Chennai, hitting a target in
the Arabian Sea. The missile hits the mark with its maximum accuracy.

19) The 8th Edition of annual Indian Navy (IN) Sri Lanka Navy (SLN)
SLINEX-20 is scheduled off ____________
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A.Trincomalee
B.Visakhapatnam
C.Both a and b
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The 8th Edition of annual Indian Navy (IN) Sri Lanka Navy (SLN) SLINEX-20 is
scheduled off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka from October 19 to 21 2020. SLINEX-20 is a maritime
exercise. The Navies conducted the previous edition of SLINEX off Visakhapatnam in September
2019.

20) World Statistics Day is celebrated on________________
A.October 20
B.October 18
C.November 18
D.November 20

Answer A
Explanation The 3rd World Statistics Day will be celebrated around the globe on 20 October
2020.

21) The theme of World Statistics Day 2020 is___________________A.Connecting the world with data we can trust
B.Sustainable goals
C.Both A and B
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The theme of 2020 Connecting the world with data we can trust

22) Who organized India Energy Forum ?
A.UN
B.FAO
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C.IHS MARKIT
D.None

Answer C
Explanation PM Shri Narendra Modi will inaugurate the annual India Energy Forum by
CERAWeek that will be held between October 26 to October 28 2020.The forum is in its fourth
year and is hosted by IHS Markit.

23) Where is the headquarters of IHS Markit?
A.France
B.Germany
C.India
D.London

Answer D
Explanation The forum is in its fourth year and is hosted by IHS Markit.IHS Markit
-Headquartered in London.

24) Who clinches Women's Singles title at Denmark?
A.Yuki Fukushima
B.Nozomi Okuhara
C.Sayaka Hirota
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation In Badminton, former Japanese World Champion Nozomi Okuhara clinched the
Denmark Open title beating three-time world champion Carolina Marin in women's singles.

25) Which state has recently recognized the Asafoetida cultivation?
A.J & K
B.Uttarkhand
C.Himachal Pradesh
D.Chandigarh
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Answer C
Explanation Himachal Pradesh has recognized the efforts of the Institute and announced the
introduction & cultivation of Asafoetida

26) Asafoetida prefers which climatic condition?
A.Dry
B.Cold
C.Both
D.Rainny

Answer C
Explanation Asafoetida/Heeng plant prefers cold & dry conditions for its growth.

27) Which country recently tested the drown swarm technology?
A.Japan
B.China
C.Russia
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation The China Academy of Electronics & Information Technology under the China
Electronics Technology Group Corporation recently conducted tests on a fixed-wing drone
swarm system.

28) The Annual Naval Exercise for 2020 is expected to be held in
_____________________later this year.
A.Pacific Ocean
B.Arabian sea
C.Bay of Bengal
D.Both C and D

Answer D
Explanation The Annual Naval Exercise for 2020 is expected to be held in the Arabian Sea and
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the Bay of Bengal later this year. The exercise has been planned on a 'non-contact-at sea' format.
The exercise helps in the coordination between the Navies of the participating countries.

29) The International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA), to
develop a world-class FinTech hub at the IFSC located at GIFT City in
____________________________
A.Gandhinagar
B.Diu
C.Daman
D.None of these

Answer A
Explanation The International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA), to develop a worldclass FinTech hub at the IFSC located at GIFT City in Gandhinagar (Gujarat, India), endeavours
to encourage the promotion of financial technologies (FinTech) initiatives in financial products
and financial services across the spectrum of banking, insurance, securities and fund
management.

30) Nobel Prize is announced in the will of versatile person
___________________________
A.Alfred Wegner
B.Alfred Nobel
C.Both A and B
D.None

Answer B
Explanation Nobel Prize is announced in the will of versatile person Alfred Nobel.

31) Nobel Prize initially initiated in____________________________
A.1901
B.1902
C.1905
D.1900
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Answer A
Explanation The person who is awarded with Nobel Prize is known as Nobel Laureate. Nobel
Prize initially initiated in 1901. The prizes in Literature, Chemistry, Physics, Peace, and
Physiology or Medicine were first awarded in 1901.

32) AYUSHMAN SAHAKAR scheme has been designed by the
_____________________
A.NITI Aayog
B.National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC).
C.RBI
D.Both B and C

Answer B
Explanation AYUSHMAN SAHAKAR scheme has been designed by the National Cooperative
Development Corporation (NCDC).

33) Australia will be joining Malabar naval exercise involving India, US and
__________________
A.China
B.Russia
C.Japan
D.France

Answer C
Explanation Australia will be joining Malabar naval exercise involving India, US and Japan.The
Malabar naval exercise is a milestone opportunity for the Australian Defence Force.

34) India has test-fired Stand-off Anti-tank (SANT) missile successfully from a
roof-top launcher at the Integrated Test Range (ITR) off
____________________
A.Trivandram
B.Odisha
C.Chennai
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D.Cochin

Answer B
Explanation India has test-fired Stand-off Anti-tank (SANT) missile successfully from a roof-top
launcher at the Integrated Test Range (ITR) off Odisha Coast on October 19, 2020. The Missile is
developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) for the Indian Air
Force (IAF).

35) Stand-off Anti-tank (SANT) missile has a range of _____________
Kilometers.
A.11
B.10
C.15
D.12

Answer D
Explanation Stand-off Anti-tank (SANT) missile is a surface-to-air missile.Stand-off Anti-tank
(SANT) missile has a range of 12 Kilometers.

36) SANT missile becomes the _______________ missile test by India in last 45
days.
A.11th
B.13th
C.12th
D.15th

Answer C
Explanation SANT missile becomes the twelfth missile test by India in last 45 days.SANT
missile tested on the following day of the BrahMos missile test.

37) The gravity of Bennu was very low for Osiris-Rex to land - the asteroid is
just ____________ metres across.
A.510
B.501
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C.150
D.500

Answer A
Explanation The gravity of Bennu was very low for Osiris-Rex to land - the asteroid is just 510
metres across.

38) The Osiris-Rex spacecraft sent back confirmation about its contact with
asteroid Bennu which is more than_______________ million miles away.
A.100
B.300
C.200
D.150

Answer C
Explanation The Osiris-Rex spacecraft sent back confirmation about its contact with asteroid
Bennu which is more than 200 million miles away.

39) The fence will be integrated with __________________ sensors, infrared
sensors and cameras among others.
A.RADAR
B.LIDAR
C.Both A and B
D.None

Answer B
Explanation The fence will be integrated with LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) sensors,
infrared sensors and cameras among others. The existing fence is known as the Anti-Infiltration
Obstacle System (AIOS) is located about 700 m from the LoC.

40) The first and second IISF was held in ______________
A.chennai
B.New Delhi
C.Kolkata
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D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation IISF is a festival aims to celebrate the achievements of India's scientific and
technological advancements. The first and second IISF was held in New Delhi, the third in
Chennai, the fourth in Lucknow, and the fifth IISF was held in Kolkata.

41) Which Ministry unveiled a new version of procurement manual?
A.Ministry of Defence
B.Ministry of Home affairs
C.Ministry of External affairs
D.None of these

Answer A
Explanation Defence Minister Rajnath Singh unveiled a new version of the procurement manual
of the premier military research institute DRDO featuring simplified procedures for the
involvement of the private sector in various research and development projects.

42) Which Ministry launched the development of Indigenous Software
solution?
A.Ministry of Railways
B.Ministry of Shipping
C.Ministry of Power
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation Minister of State for Shipping, Shri Mansukh Mandaviya e-launched the
development of Indigenous Software solution

43) Vessels Traffic Management Systems is mandatory under ______________
Convention
A.IMO
B.WHO
C.UN
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D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation Vessels Traffic Management Systems(VTMS)are installed in some of the busiest
waters in the world, and are making a valuable contribution to safer navigation, more efficient
traffic flow, and protection of the environment.VTMS is compulsory under IMO Convention
SOLAS - Safety of Life at Sea.

44) Which among the following online portal, that provides information about
CSIR ushered repurposed drugs and their current stage of trials?
A.CURED
B.ICMR
C.Both A and B
D.None of these

Answer A
Explanation Apart from information about CSIR repurposed drugs, the website CURED also
provides details about clinical trials of diagnostics and devices in which the scientific body is
involved.

45) Which Ministry laid the foundation of Multi-modal Logistic Parks in
India?
A.Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
B.Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers welfare
C.Ministry of Renewable Energy
D.Both B and C

Answer A
Explanation Central Minister for Road Transport & Highways Shri Nitin Gadkari will virtually
lay the foundation stone for the first-ever multi-modal logistic park.

46) Which Ministry laid the foundation of Multi-modal Logistic Parks in
India?
A.Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
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B.Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers welfare
C.Ministry of Renewable Energy
D.Both B and C

Answer A
Explanation Central Minister for Road Transport & Highways Shri Nitin Gadkari will virtually
lay the foundation stone for the first-ever multi-modal logistic park.

47) Which among the following country participating 5th Joint Working
Group on Coal?
A.India
B.Indonesia
C.China
D.Both A and B

Answer D
Explanation The5th JWG on Coal between India&Indonesia scheduled on November 5, 2020.

48) Which country will host the 5th Joint working group on Coal?
A.Indonesia
B.Myanmar
C.India
D.China

Answer C
Explanation India will host 5th Joint Working Group (JWG) on Coal between India and
Indonesia.The 1 day meeting will be held through Video conference from New Delhi due to
travel restrictions on the pandemic.

49) What is the theme of the world bank IMF meeting?
A.Unleashing the South Asian Century through Human Capital for All
B.Investing in Covid-19 Vaccines and Primary Healthcare Delivery System
C.Both A and B
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D.None

Answer C
Explanation The theme of the meeting was Unleashing the South Asian Century through Human
Capital for Alland Investing in Covid-19 Vaccines and Primary Healthcare Delivery System.

50) Khadi Fabric Footwear was made of_____________
A.Silk
B.Cotton
C.Wool
D.All the above

Answer C
Explanation Khadi Fabric footwear are made of Khadi fabric like Silk, Cotton and Wool.Khadi
footwear is a unique product. International quality and use of fine fabric like Patola Silk, Banarasi
Silk, Cotton, Denim would attract the youngsters who can purchase it online. These are costeffective

51) How many Khadi Fabric Footwear desings have launched for ladies?
A.10
B.15
C.20
D.3

Answer C
Explanation Khadi fabric footwear has a major share in the footwear industry and it will help in
reviving the countrys economy. The footwear has been launched in 15 designs for ladies and 10
designs for men.

52) Which among the following technology that helps in COVID managment?
A.Aarogya Setu App
B.ITIHAS
C.Health app
D.Both A and B
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Answer D
Explanation India is making use of Information Technology in virtually every aspect of
COVIDmanagement- AarogyaSetu app and ITIHAS

53) 1.Which Ministry launched Mobile application for Geo tagging of the
components of projects under Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana?
A.Ministry of Railways
B.Ministry of Science and technology
C.Ministry of Jal Shakti
D.All the above

Answer C
Explanation Union Minister for Jal Shakti and Social Justice & Empowerment Sh. Rattan Lal
Kataria, launched a Mobile application for Geo tagging of the components of projects under
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana-Accelerated Irrigation Benefits Programme(PMKSYAIBP) of the Department of WR, RD& GR under Ministry of Jal Shakti.

54) The Ministry of Law & Justice on October 19, 2020 has notified an
amendment in Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961 enhancing the expenditure
limit by ______________________
A.20%
B.10%
C.15%
D.11%

Answer B
Explanation The Ministry of Law & Justice on October 19, 2020 has notified an amendment in
Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961 enhancing the expenditure limit by 10%

55) A National Symposium and Exhibition on Memories of 22 October 1947 is
being organised in _________
A.Srinagar
B.Lucknow
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C.Delhi
D.Kolkata

Answer A
Explanation A National Symposium and Exhibition on Memories of 22 October 1947 is being
organised by the National Museum Institute of History of Art, Conservation and
Museology(NMI) in Srinagar. The two day symposium will began on October 22, 2020.

56) National Fertilizers Limited (NFL) partnering with ______________
organized a one day farmers training programme in Agriculture Research
Centre.
A.Cotton Corporation of India - CCI
B.Reserve Bank of India - RBI
C.Both A and B
D.Ministry of Science and Technology

Answer A
Explanation National Fertilizers Limited (NFL) partnering with Cotton Corporation of India
(CCI) organized a one day farmers training programme in Agriculture Research Centre, Shri
Ganganagar, Rajasthan on October 20, 2020.

57) Indigenously built ASW Corvette Kavaratti to be commissioned at
__________________
A.Tutiocorin
B.Chennai
C.Cochin
D.Vishakapatnam

Answer D
Explanation The indigenously built Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) stealth corvettes INS
Kavaratti under Project 28 (Kamorta class) will be commissioned into the Indian Navy by Chief
of the Army Staff General Manoj Naravane, at Naval Dockyard in Visakhapatnam on October 22,
2020.

58) Indigenously built ASW Corvette Kavaratti to be commissioned at
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__________________
A.Tutiocorin
B.Chennai
C.Cochin
D.Vishakapatnam

Answer D
Explanation The indigenously built Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) stealth corvettes INS
Kavaratti under Project 28 (Kamorta class) will be commissioned into the Indian Navy by Chief
of the Army Staff General Manoj Naravane, at Naval Dockyard in Visakhapatnam on October 22,
2020.

59) The mobile application launched by Ministry of Jal Sakthi can be operated
in________________
A.Offline Mode
B.Online Mode
C.Both Online and Offline modes
D.None of these

Answer C
Explanation Mobile Application can be used by monitoring team/ project authorities to capture
the image of project component along with other details such as location, type of canal/ structure,
completion status, etc.mobile application can be operated in both online & offline mode.

60) Which among the following features are present in newly added burner by
the GoI?
A.Novel design and flexible air ingress.
B.Optimum flame velocity can be obtained.
C.The experiment shows that it increases the heat transfer rate as well.
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Novel design and flexible air ingress.Optimum flame velocity can be obtained.The
experiment shows that it increases the heat transfer rate as well.
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61) Khadi fabric footwear is ________________
A.Skin Friendly
B.Eco Friendly
C.Both A and B
D.Harmful to Earth

Answer C
Explanation Khadi fabric footwear is environment-friendly and skin-friendly and also it reflects
the hard work of Khadi artisans that has been put in to make fabric for this footwear.

62) By Whom MoU between India and Nigeria on Cooperation was signed?
A.ISRO and NASA
B.NASA and JAXA
C.NASRDA and ISRO
D.JAXA and ISRO

Answer C
Explanation MoU has been signed between Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) of India
at Bengaluru in June, 2020 and by National Space Research and Development Agency
(NASRDA) of Nigeria at Abuja on August 13, 2020.

63) The Union Cabinet, approved the extension of MIS - Market Intervention
Scheme for apple procurement____________________
A.Shimla
B.J and K
C.Both A and B
D.Nothing approved

Answer B
Explanation The Union Cabinet, approved the extension of MIS - Market Intervention Scheme
for apple procurement in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) for the current season also, i.e. 2020-21 on
the same terms and condition as was done in J&K during last season, i.e. 2019-20.
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64) The Khadi footwear price ranges from ____________/ pair
A.Below 1000
B.1100 - 3300
C.2000 - 4000
D.1000 - 2200

Answer B
Explanation The Khadi footwear price ranges from Rs 1,100 to Rs 3,300 per pair. The idea
behind launching Khadi Fabric Footwear was to tap the international market.

65) _____________has the state-of-the-art weapons & sensor suite which are
capable of detecting and destroying submarines.
A.BrahMos
B.Kavaratti
C.Both A and B
D.None

Answer B
Explanation Kavaratti has the state-of-the-art weapons & sensor suite which are capable of
detecting and destroying submarines.

66) Which ministry launches the Life in Minitiatureprojects?
A.Ministry of Tribal affairs
B.Ministry of State for Culture and Tourism
C.Ministry of Skill development
D.Ministry of Railways

Answer B
Explanation Union Minister of State for Culture and Tourism, Shri Prahlad Singh Patel virtually
launched Life in Miniature project.

67) Life in Miniature projects is a collaboration between______________
A.National Museum
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B.Google Arts & Culture
C.Both A and B
D.GoI

Answer C
Explanation Life in Miniature"project is a collaboration between the National Museum, New
Delhi, Ministry of Culture, and Google Arts & Culture.

68) Which among the following member who elected as a fellow of Indian
National Science Academy?
A.Dr Saman Habib
B.Dr Indira Hinduja
C.Asima Chatterjee
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Dr Saman Habib, Chief Scientist and Professor (AcSIR) in Molecular Biology
Division, CSIR-CDRI, Lucknow brought her outstanding work for understanding the malaria
parasite.

69) Which among the following company has teamed up Microsoft to target
space customers?
A.SpaceX
B.JAXSA
C.ISRO
D.NASA

Answer A
Explanation Microsoft is joining hands with the SpaceX which is led by Elon Musk( billionaire
entrepreneur). This is being done to target space customers.

70) Which among the following states has the best Anemia Mukt Bharat
(AMB) Index?
A.Telungana
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B.Delhi
C.Karnataka
D.Haryana

Answer D
Explanation Haryana State has the best Anemia Mukt Bharat (AMB) Index among 29 states in
the country.

71) The Anemia Mukt Bharat, an initiative of _____________
A.Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
B.United Nations Children's Fund
C.Both A and B
D.None of these

Answer C
Explanation The Anemia Mukt Bharat, an initiative of the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare and United Nations Children's Fund.

72) The Nag anti-tank guided missile has been developed
by__________________
A.ISRO
B.NASA
C.DRDO
D.Both C and D

Answer C
Explanation The Nag anti-tank guided missile has been developed by the Defence Research and
Development Organization (DRDO), to engage highly fortified enemy tanks in a day and night
conditions.

73) The Nag anti-tank guided missile will be manufactured
by________________
A.Bharat Dynamics
B.Bharat Electronics
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C.Bharat Earth Movers
D.BHEL

Answer A
Explanation Defence Public Sector Unit (PSU) Bharat Dynamics Limited will manufacture nag
anti-tank missile.

74) Union minister JitendraSingh announced that India is committed to the
policy of__________________
A.zero tolerance against corruption
B.unaccounted money
C.Both A and B
D.None

Answer C
Explanation Union minister JitendraSingh announced that India is committed to the policy of
zero tolerance against corruption and unaccounted money.

75) The PM Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana scheme has deposited
_______________in the account of 10 crore farmers.
A.Rs.1000
B.Rs.5000
C.Rs.6000
D.Rs.1000

Answer C
Explanation The PM Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana scheme has deposited Rs. 6,000 in the
account of 10 crore farmers.

76) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) in Kharagpur has developed a lowcost portable kit for rapid diagnostics of coronavirus called
___________________A.Covaxin
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B.Covirap
C.Covid
D.None

Answer B
Explanation Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) in Kharagpur has developed a low-cost
portable kit for rapid diagnostics of coronavirus called COVIRAP, which produces results within
one hour.

77) The cost of the COVIRAP kit is around Rs. ________________
A.5000
B.1000
C.500
D.2000

Answer A
Explanation This new testing method implements a highly reliable and accurate molecular
diagnostic procedure, conducted in an ultra-low-cost portable device unit and costs only around
Rs.500 per test. The cost of the kit is around Rs.5000, and it is entirely indigenous.

78) The 3rd phase of the National Supercomputing ission will increase the
computing speed to ________ Petaflops (PF).
A.55
B.45
C.100
D.25

Answer B
Explanation The 3rd phase of the mission will increase the computing speed to 45 Petaflops
(PF).

79) e-Dharti Geo Portal is launched by_____________
A.Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs
B.Ministry of Railways
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C.Ministry of Science and Technology
D.Ministry of Skill development

Answer A
Explanation Minister of Housing & Urban Affairs (Hardeep Singh Puri) launched the e-Dharti
Geo Portal on October 21, 2020. GoI e-Dharti portal will integrate map and also lease plans in the
Management Information System (MIS).

80) The 1st supercomputer was installed in _________________
A.IIT Kharagpur
B.IISER Pune
C.IIT Bhubaneswar
D.None

Answer C
Explanation The 1st supercomputer to be assembled indigenously under the National
supercomputing mission (NSM) was Param Shivay. That was installed in IIT Bhubaneswar.

81) Covaxin is developed by Bharat Biotech in collaboration with
__________________
A.Indian Council of Medical Research
B.Health and medicinal Research centre
C.Both a and b
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The vaccine developed by Bharat Biotech in collaboration with the Indian Council
Of Medical Research (ICMR) Covaxin, has been cleared for the third phase of clinical trials.

82) Which among the following field that Lieutenant General Nanda Kishore
Sahoo worked on?
A.Command advisor of Western
B.Command advisor of Eastern
C.Command advisor of southern
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D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation During his distinguished military career of 37 years, he has held multiple important
appointments including Command of a unit in Kashmir Valley, Command Advisor of Western,
Central and Southern Commands.

83) Lt General Nanda Kishore Sahoo internationally acclaimed ____________
A.Author
B.Teacher
C.Both A and B
D.NONE

Answer C
Explanation Lt Gen NK Sahoo is an internationally acclaimed author, teacher and winner of K S
Master silver medal.

84) Punjab Sports and NRI Affairs Minister,launched _________________
version of Age Appropriate Fitness Protocols
A.Hindi
B.Punjabi
C.Marathi
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation Punjab Sports and NRI Affairs Minister,Shri Rana Gurmit Singh Sodhi launched
Punjabi version of Age Appropriate Fitness Protocols

85) Which ministry Started the Age Appropriate Fitness Protocols?
A.Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
B.Ministry of Home affairs
C.Both a and b
D.None of the above
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Answer A
Explanation This Protocols is for all age groups under fit India movement under the initiative of
Sports Authority of India (SAI) and National Institute of Sports (NIS) Patiala.It is a great
initiative of Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports (MYA&S) and today we are launching the
Punjabi version of these protocols.

86) Which among the following pilots are ready for Maritime Reconnaissance
(MR) missions?
A.Lt Divya Sharma
B.Lt Shivangi
C.Lt ShubhangiSwaroop
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Lt Divya Sharma, Lt ShubhangiSwaroop and Lt Shivangiare ready to take on all
Maritime Reconnaissance missions.

87) Which among a the pilots is the 1st to qualify as a naval pilot?
A.Lt Divya Sharma
B.Lt Shivangi
C.Lt ShubhangiSwaroop
D.All the above

Answer B
Explanation Lt Shivangi was the 1st to qualify as a naval pilot on December 2, 2019.The two
others-Lieutenant Divya Sharma and Lieutenant Shubhangi Swaroop-also became pilots after 15
days.

88) Which among the following states has decided to observe
COVID-19-NoTolerance Fortnight'?
A.Himachal Pradesh
B.Assam
C.Mizoram
D.Nagaland

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(October 19 - October 25, 2020)

Answer C
Explanation In Mizoram, the state government has decided to observe 'COVID-19 -No
Tolerance Fortnight.'

89) CBSE introduces which system for accessing digital documents in
digilocker ?
A.Facial Recognition System
B.Thumb impressing System
C.Both a and b
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation Central Board of Secondary Education introduces facial recognition system for
accessing digital documents.

90) IIT in Partnership with _____________ Sets New Trends in Manufacturing
Sector
A.Accenture
B.HCL
C.TCS
D.None

Answer C
Explanation IIT Kharagpur has developed novel Industry 4.0 technology for remotely controlled
factory operations and real-time quality correction during industrial production, jointly with TCS
to set a new trend in Indias advanced manufacturing sector.

91) The present innovation upgraded the industrial process of friction stir
welding to a multi-sensory system of _______________
A.Industry 4.0
B.Industry 3.0
C.Industry 2.0
D.None
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Answer A
Explanation The present innovation upgraded the industrial process of friction stir welding to a
multi-sensory system of Industry 4.0. This will make possible for industrial houses to achieve
standardized quality goals throughout the production process and reduce rejection hence lowering
the cost of production.

92) India Meteorological Department commissioned the
_______________Guidance Services in South Asia
A.Hurricanes
B.Flash Flood
C.Thunderstorm
D.Earthquake

Answer B
Explanation India Meteorological Department commissioned the Flash Flood Guidance Services
in South Asia on October 23, 2020. The Flood Guidance Service will include warning about
threats six hours in advance, warnings about risks 24 hours in advance.

93) Flash floods are localized events occur for less than ______________
between the occurrence of rainfall and peak floods.
A.6 hrs
B.2 hrs
C.3 hrs
D.1 hr

Answer A
Explanation Flash floods are localized events which usually occur for less than six hours
between the occurrence of rainfall and peak floods. Flash flood has significant impacts on lives
and properties of population.

94) The___________________ passed the resolution in 1972 and instituted
World Development Information Day on October 24.
A.United Nations Security Council
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B.Economic and Social Council
C.UN Secretariat
D.UN General Assembly(UNGA)

Answer D
Explanation The UN General Assembly(UNGA) passed the resolution in 1972 and instituted
World Development Information Day on October 24.

95) World Development Information Day is observed on _______________
A.Oct 18
B.Nov 18
C.Oct 24
D.Nov 24

Answer C
Explanation World Development Information Day is observed on October 24 annually to draw
attention of world to development problems & necessity of strengthening international
cooperation to solve them.

96) In 2020 UN celebrates its ___________ Anniversary.
A.50
B.75
C.25
D.100

Answer B
Explanation Every year on 24 October, the United Nations (UN) celebrates its anniversary. And,
in this 2020 UN celebrates its 75th Anniversary. UN Day marks the anniversary of the entry into
force of the UN Charter and the founding of the Organization in 1945.

97) United Nations (UN) celebrates its anniversary on ______________
A.Oct 24
B.Nov 24
C.Oct 18
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D.Nov 18

Answer A
Explanation Every year on 24 October, the United Nations (UN) celebrates its anniversary. And,
in this 2020 UN celebrates its 75th Anniversary. UN Day marks the anniversary of the entry into
force of the UN Charter and the founding of the Organization in 1945.
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