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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Loan For Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut Regional Rapid Transit System Project
was Signed
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, the National Capital Region Transport
Co., Ltd. (NCRTC) and the New Development Bank (NDB) signed a loan
agreement to provide 5 Billion dollars in loans.
Highlights:
The Project is an 82.15 km long semi-high-speed railway corridor under
construction, connecting Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut.
It is one of the three rapid rail corridors planned for the first phase of the Regional
Rapid Transit System (RRTS) project of the National Capital Region
Transportation Corporation (NCRTC).
The MRT system will provide a fast, reliable, safe and comfortable public
transportation system in the national capital area.
High-speed connections will lead to the balanced economic development of the
entire region, thereby bringing economic benefits to the entire social class and
many development nodes, rather than all economic activities occurring in one
place.
This will help reduce traffic congestion and total emissions in the NCR
transportation sector.
New Development Bank:
It is a multilateral development bank. The four BRIC countries (Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South Africa) were co-founded at the 6th BRIC Summit in
Fortaleza, Brazil in 2014. Goal: Support the infrastructure and sustainable
development of the BRICS and other emerging economies with insufficient service
levels to achieve faster development through innovation and cutting-edge
technologies. Headquarters: Shanghai, China. In 2018, the New Development Bank
was granted observer status in the United Nations General Assembly.

IBBI has Amended The Regulations For Liquidation
The Indian Bankruptcy and Bankruptcy Commission (IBBI) amended the
liquidation regulations under the Bankruptcy and Bankruptcy Act (IBC).
Highlights:
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The liquidator of the company can allocate or transfer the assets that are not easily
realizable to anyone to ensure that the company cannot find the offeror under the
IBC quickly.
The aforementioned transfer or transfer of assets must be negotiated with the
stakeholder committee.
The definition of "non-liquidate assets" includes any assets of the company's
debtors that cannot be sold through available options.
The liquidator can sell any or all of the assets of the company in liquidation, and
these assets are facing some disputes or involved in some fraudulent transactions.
IBBI:
IBBI was established in 2016 under IBC. It is responsible for the implementation of
IBC. It supervises bankruptcy professionals and professional institutions,
professional bankruptcy entities and information utilities. It prepares and
implements rules for the bankruptcy settlement and bankruptcy processes of
companies and individuals under the Code.
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INTERNATIONAL
Indo-Thai CORPAT Was Conducted
30th edition of the Indo-Thai CORPAT (Indo-Thai Coordinated Patrol) was
conducted in November 2020.This is a cooperative exercise between the Indian
Navy and the Thai Navy.
Highlights:
The Indian navalshipKarmuk, which is a native missile "Corvette" participated in
the exercise.
CORPAT establishes understanding and interoperability between navies and
promotes measures to prevent and stop illegal and unreported illegal fishing, drug
trafficking, maritime terrorism, armed robbery and piracy.
By exchanging information to prevent smuggling, illegal immigration and
maritime search and rescue operations, it further enhances business synergy.
About the Indo Thai CORPAT:
This is a cooperative exercise between the Indian Navy and the Thai Navy.
It has been conducted twice a year since 2003.
This exercise reflects the joint commitment of the two militaries to the peaceful
Indian Ocean and international maritime security and cooperation.

SIMBEX-20 to Be Hosted Indian Navy
The Indian Navy will host the SIMBEX-20 exercise in the Andaman Sea. SIMBEX
represents the annual Singapore-India maritime bilateral exercise. SIMBEX was
established between the Indian and Singaporean navies in 1993.
Highlights:
The 27th edition of India's SIMBEX-Singapore bilateral maritime exercise is
scheduled to be held in the Andaman Sea from November 23 to 25, 2020.
The annual bilateral exercises started in 1994 aimed at enhancing mutual
interoperability and absorbing best practices from each other.
The 2020 version of SIMBEX will witness the participation of Indian navy ships,
including the destroyer Rana and integrated Chetak helicopters, and the locallybuilt frigates Kamorta and Karmuk.
In addition, the IN submarine Sindhuraj and P8I maritime reconnaissance aircraft
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will also participate in the exercise.

SITMEX-20 been Concluded in the Andaman Sea
The second version of SITMEX-20 in the trilateral naval exercise of India,
Thailand and Singapore ended in the Andaman Sea. SITMEX is a tripartite
maritime exercise between the navies of India, Singapore and Thailand. Since
2019, the first exercise was hosted by India.
Highlights: The 2020 exercise is hosted by the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN).
In addition to improving interoperability between friendly navies, the SITMEX
series of exercises also aims to enhance mutual trust and develop common
understanding and procedures to enhance overall maritime security in the region.
The Prime Minister of India announced in the keynote speech of the Shangri-La
Dialogue in June 2018 that a trilateral naval exercise has been conducted between
India, Singapore and Thailand.
The International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) Shangri-La Dialogue is
Asia's premier defence summit. It was launched in 2002.
The first Singapore-India-Thailand Maritime Exercise (SITMEX) hosted by the
Indian Navy was conducted near Port Blair in September 2019. SITMEX is
conducted once a year.
The SITMEX series of exercises aims to enhance the interoperability between the
Indian Navy, Singapore Navy (RSN) and Royal Thai Navy (RTN) and absorb best
practices.
It also aims to strengthen mutual trust and develop common understandings and
procedures to enhance overall maritime security in the Indo-Pacific region. This
move is in line with India's SAGAR (Safety and Growth for All in the Region)
vision.
The 2020 version of this exercise is hosted by RSN (Singapore). The Indian Navy
deployed the indigenous anti-submarine warfare frigate INS Kamota and guidedmissile frigate INS Kamuk for this exercise.

Construction of Dams by China on the Brahmaputra
The construction of several dams on the Brahmaputra River on the Chinese side
(known as Yalong in China) has become an issue of repeated concern in India. As
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India and China continue to grow in population and economy amid increasing
consumer consumption, both countries are facing water shortages and are vying to
develop new projects to overcome these challenges.
Brahmaputra:
It originated with the name Siang or Dihang, and came from the Chemayungdung
glacier in the Kailash Mountains near Mansarovar Lake. It enters India west of
Sadiya town in Arunachal Pradesh.
Tributaries: Dibang, Lohit, Siang, BurhiDihing, Tista and Dhansari.
This is a perennial river with some unique characteristics due to its geographical
location and main climatic conditions. It is flooded twice a year. One flood was
caused by the melting of snow in the Himalayas in summer, and the other was
caused by monsoon flows.
Due to climate change and its impact on high and low flows, flooding has
increased in frequency and is destructive.
China:
China is home to nearly 20% of the world's population and only owns 7% of water
resources, which is also facing serious pollution caused by rapid industrialization.
Compared with the water-stressed areas in the south, China's southern areas are rich
in water resources. To solve this problem, China plans to connect the main rivers in
these areas through canals, aqueducts and other connection projects to ensure water
safety.
For this reason, China has been blocking the Mekong and its tributaries and other
rivers, affecting Southeast Asian countries such as Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, and
Cambodia. As an upper-class country in Asia, China views these projects as a
continuation of its historic tributary system. Smaller countries cannot effectively
resist or even play an important role in negotiations.
India:
India has 17% of the world's population and 4% of water. Its water pressure is
severe. In summer, most urban areas face water shortages. Most of India's
population lives on the Ganges Plain, where water is available all year round, but
summers in the southern and western regions are harsh and dry, and rainfall on the
eastern coast is scarce and unstable. India has also proposed an ambitious NorthSouth river connection project. However, it has been criticized for potentially
disrupting fragile ecosystems.
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Japan Signs Pact with the Maldives
Japan is India's strategic partner in the Indo-Pacific region and has recently signed
an agreement to strengthen the Maldives' security infrastructure, which will
contribute to the stability of the South Indian Ocean.
Highlights:
The Maldives and Japan recently signed an agreement under the Japanese
government's economic and social development plan.
According to the plan, 800 million yen in grant assistance will be provided to the
Maldives Coast Guard and the Maritime Rescue and Coordination Center.
The grant assistance will be used to further strengthen the capabilities of the
Maldives Coast Guard, Maritime Rescue and Coordination Center, sub-regional
centers and ships.
This includes the provision of communication equipment, professional search and
rescue diving equipment, which will be used by the Maldives Coast Guard in
search and rescue operations.
Earlier in October 2019, Japan donated 21 ambulances to the Maldives health
department.
Benefits:
- Fight against piracy.
- Combating violent extremism and drug trafficking.
- Ensuring a free and open Indian Ocean will bring peace and prosperity to the
region.
The Indian Ocean Islands, with a population of nearly 400,000, has geopolitical
significance due to its superior geographical location.

UAE is set to become First Arab Gulf Country to Generate Electricity from
Coal
The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is set to become the first Arab Gulf country to
generate electricity from coal with an aim to turn to cleaner fuels. Most of the
electricity stations in Dubai run on gas.
Highlights:
Dubai is starting up the $3.4 billion Hassyan coal plant, with capacity being
increased from an initial 600 megawatts (MW) to 2,400 by 2023.
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Coal will be supplied by Japan's Jera Co. under a long-term agreement with Acwa
Power of Saudi Arabia, which is developing the plant.
The standards for pollution will be based on guidelines for natural-gas plants set by
the European Union and the World Bank's International Finance Corp.
In this region, Oman launched a tender for a coal project at Duqm in 2018, but it
was later shelved.

UNDP, Invest India launches SDG Investor Map for India
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and Invest India have launched
the SDG Investor Map for India with an aim to help India promote Sustainable
Development. Under this, it had laid 18 Investment Opportunities Areas (IOAs) in
six critical SDG enabling sectors in order to balance commercial returns with
catalytic development impact.
Highlights:
The Map will bridge the gap between high-level development targets and the need
for commercially viable returns.
Investing in opportunities will enhance employment and employability and push
forward the inclusion of underserved communities and leverage technology.
IOAs will create job opportunities and industrialization needs.
It focused on inclusive business models and leverage digital technologies to deliver
commercial returns and impact at scale.
IOAs include Digital Platforms to service input/output needs of farmers to enable
easy access to markets (Agriculture), Online Supplementary Education for K12'
(Education), Access to credit by Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises and LowIncome Groups especially through digital platforms for Income Generating
Purposes' (Financial Services), and Tech-Enabled Remote Care Services
(Healthcare).

Indian Navy Refits Maldivian Ship CGS Huravee
Visakhapatnam Naval Shipyard completed the modification of the Maldives Coast
Guard MNDF CGS Huravee.
Highlights:
The ship arrived in Visakhapatnam on February 22 for modification. Although it
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has been restricted due to the COVID19 pandemic since March 20, the Navy
Shipyard's efforts, carefully planned and executed work, and sufficient Safety
makes it possible for major refurbishment/replacement of main thrusters/auxiliary
equipment. equipment.
The update of the ship's power generation equipment provides an important
guarantee for the durability and capability of ships. In addition, several sets of
systems and equipment have been successfully overhauled to ensure that ships
serving the Maldives Coast Guard have better performance and sustainability in the
upcoming operating cycle.
The ship has undergone extensive port and sea trials to achieve full operational
preparation. In 2006, Huravee was presented to the Maldives by India to strengthen
the partnership between the two countries and further cooperation to ensure
maritime security in the Indian Ocean region.
It was originally owned by INS Tillanchang, a locally built Trinkat-class patrol
ship. The Ship was constructed in 2001 at Garden Reach Shipyard and Engineer's
Office in Kolkata.
MNDF CGS Huravee (formerly INS Tillanchang) is a locally produced Trinkatclass patrol ship built in 2001 at the Garden Reach shipyard and engineers in
Kolkata.
Subsequently, in 2006, the Indian government gifted it to the Maldives to
strengthen the partnership between the two countries. And further cooperation to
ensure maritime safety in the Indian Ocean region.

Joint Trade Committee Meeting between India and Myanmar
The 7th Joint Trade Committee Meeting between India and Myanmar was held
through virtual mode on 24th November 2020.
Highlights:
During the consultation, both sides reviewed bilateral issues, including trade,
investment, banking, connectivity, capacity building and border infrastructure
upgrades.
Both sides reviewed their preparations for the challenge of COVID-19 and
expanded cooperation in the pharmaceutical and health sectors including traditional
medicines.
India-Myanmar relations are rooted in a common history, race, culture and
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religious ties. As the land of the Buddha, India is a pilgrimage country for the
Burmese people.
The relationship between India and Myanmar has stood the test of time. The
geographical proximity of the two countries helps to develop and maintain friendly
relations and promotes connections between people.
India and Myanmar have a long land border of more than 1,600 kilometres and a
maritime border in the Bay of Bengal. Myanmar has a large population of Indian
descent (according to some estimates, about 2.5 million).
India and Myanmar signed the Treaty of Friendship in 1951. The visit of Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1987 laid the foundation for a stronger relationship
between India and Myanmar.
The two countries have signed some agreements to strengthen bilateral
cooperation. An institutional mechanism has also been established to promote
regular dialogue on a range of bilateral interests.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Union Ministry notifies the draft rules under the Occupational Safety, Health
and Working Conditions Regulations
The Ministry of Labor and Trade Union notified the states of the draft rules under
the Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Regulations 2020. The
draft rules stipulate the regulations related to the safety, health and working
conditions of dockworkers, building or other construction workers, mine workers,
and interstate migrant workers in the 2020 Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions Regulations (OSH Regulations) Implementation, contract
workers, in-service journalists, audiovisual workers and promoters.
Highlights:
The draft rule provides an appointment letter in a prescribed format, including
name, skill category, salary, and a way to obtain a higher salary or higher position
from each employee in the organization within three months after the rule takes
effect.
According to the draft rules, unless an appointment letter has been obtained, no
employee may be employed in any organization. It also requires employers to
complete a free annual health check for every factory, dock, mine and building or
other construction workers who are over 45 years old.
There are also provisions in the annual travel allowance rules. It also provides
institutions with a single electronic registration, license and annual comprehensive
return. Compared with the current work order-based license, a single license has
been provided across India to provide or hire contractors for five years in more than
one state.
The Occupational Safety and Health Code also prohibits the employment of
contract workers for core activities that establish and classify core and non-core
activities. The rules regarding the payment of wages to contract workers stipulate
that the contractor shall determine the wage period, and the wage period shall not
exceed one month.
In addition, the salary of each person employed as a contract worker in the
enterprise or by the contractor shall be paid before the expiration of the seventh day
of the last day of the salary period. It also stipulates that wages can only be paid by
bank transfer or electronic means.
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According to regulations, every company that employs 500 or more workers must
set up a safety committee to give workers the opportunity to express their concerns
about occupational safety and health matters. Rules have been provided for the
composition and functions of the safety committee.
With the consent of women in all institutions, rules have been established for the
safety conditions for women who engage in all types of work before 6 am and after
7 pm.
It stipulates that in order to calculate overtime on any day, one hour between 15
and 30 minutes should be counted as 30 minutes. Currently, less than 30 minutes is
considered as no timeout. Mine rules have also been simplified and integrated with
the "Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions" rules.

National Newborn Week Was Launched
The Union Minister of Health has launched the 2020 National Newborn Week. The
theme is Quality, Equity, Dignity for every newborn at every health facility and
everywhere'.
Highlights:
The National Newborn Week will be held from 15th to 21st November is to
emphasize the importance of newborn health as an important priority area of the
health sector and reaffirm the highest level of commitment.
The theme of National Newborn Week 2020 is Quality, Equity, Dignity for every
newborn at every health facility and everywhere'.
In 2014, India became the first country to publish the Indian Newborn Action Plan
(INAP), consistent with the Global Every Newborn Action Plan, to eliminate
preventable newborn and stillbirth deaths.

Awas Diwas and Awas Week Was Celebrated on 20 November
Awas Diwas and Awas Week celebrated. The Prime Minister launched the Rural
Housing Project, Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana Gramin (PMAY-G) in Agra, Uttar
Pradesh on November 20, 2016.
Highlights:
The Prime Minister launched the Rural Housing Project, Pradhan Mantri Awaas
Yojana Gramin (PMAY-G) in Agra, Uttar Pradesh on 20th November 2016.
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To commemorate the launch of PMAY-G, which aims to provide "Housing for
All" by 2022, it is decided to celebrate "AwaasDiwas" on November 20 every year.
The program envisages the completion of all the basic facilities of 2.95 million
square meters PMAY-G house by 2022.
Under PMAY-G, through the implementation of certain implementation reforms,
the government aims to maintain transparency and speed up housing construction,
maintain quality, and ensure timely release of funds to beneficiaries through direct
revenue transfer (DBT), and to provide beneficiaries with technology Assistance
provided the beneficiaries with a series of housing designs in specific areas, which
were strictly monitored through MIS-Awaas Soft and Awaas App.

Ethanol Blended Programme in India
Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) programme was launched in January, 2003. The
programme sought to promote the use of alternative and environment-friendly fuels
and to reduce import dependency for energy requirements.
Highlights:
In a normal sugar season, domestic consumption is 260 LMT, while sugar
production is approximately 320 LMT.
The remaining 60 LMT of surplus sugar has not yet been sold, reducing the sugar
mill's funds by about 190 billion rupees each year, which affects the sugar mill's
liquidity position and causes farmers' sugarcane price arrears to accumulate.
In order to deal with the excess inventory of sugar, the government encourages
sugar factories to export sugar, and the government has been providing financial
assistance.
However, India is a developing country. According to WTO regulations, sugar
cannot be exported until 2023 by extending financial assistance for marketing and
transportation to 2023.
Therefore, as a long-term solution to deal with surplus sugar to improve the
sustainability of the sugar industry and ensure timely payment of sugar cane fees to
farmers, the government has been encouraging the conversion of surplus sugar cane
and sugar to ethanol for supply to oil. A marketing company that blends with
gasoline.
The benefits of transferring excess sugar cane and sugar to OMC for ethanol
blending:
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Help reduce dependence on crude oil imports.
Help promote ethanol as a native and pollution-free fuel.
Help increase the income of sugarcane growers.
Targets under the programme:
Earlier, the government set a target of 10% mixing ratio of fuel-grade ethanol and
gasoline by 2022 and 20% mixing ratio by 2030, but now the government is
making plans to achieve the 20% mixing ratio target.
However, since the blending goal cannot be achieved only by converting sugar
cane/sugar into ethanol, the government also encourages distillation plants to
produce ethanol from other raw materials (such as grains, etc.), which are currently
not sufficient for distillation.
Therefore, the government is also working to improve the country's distillation
capacity.

National Pharmacy Week is observed in November
The Pharmaceutical Association of India and the Delhi Pharmaceutical Trust jointly
celebrated the 59th National Pharmacy Week from November 16, 2020, to
November 22, 2020. The theme of the 2020 celebration is "Pharmacists: Frontline
Health Professionals".
Highlights:
The Indian Pharmaceutical Association (IPA) organizes the NPW in the third week
of November every year to enable all stakeholders to understand the existence of
pharmacists in society and understand the role of registered pharmacists in terms of
medicines, their usage, handling and distribution effect.
India is the world's largest supplier of generic drugs. The Indian pharmaceutical
industry accounts for 50% of global vaccine demand. About 80% of antiretroviral
drugs used to fight AIDS are provided by Indian pharmaceutical companies.
In terms of sales volume, the Indian pharmaceutical market is the third-largest
market in the world. The cost of medicine is the lowest in the world. It is lower than
in the United States.
The Indian pharmaceutical industry is also under pressure from the government to
limit prices. In order to make generic drugs affordable to most people, the Indian
government has imposed some price caps in the sector. This has had a huge impact
on the net profit of pharmaceutical companies.
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RCS UDAN - Second Direct Flight Commenced Operations
Driven by the Government of India's RCS-UDAN (Regional Connectivity Program
Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik), India has taken another big step in improving regional
air connectivity. The second direct flight will start from Hyderabad in Telangana.
Fly to Nashik in Maharashtra.
Highlights:
Ude Desh Ka Aam Naagrik (UDAN) was launched in 2016 as a regional
connectivity plan under the Ministry of Civil Aviation.
Developing the regional aviation market is an innovative plan. The aim is to create
affordable but economically viable and profitable flights on regional routes so that
ordinary people can afford to fly even in small towns.
The plan envisages the revitalization of existing runways and airports to provide
connectivity to the country's unserved and underserved airports.
According to the plan, the Airports Authority of India (AAI) was designated as the
implementing agency.
UDAN 2-Under UDAN 2.0, the helipad is preferentially connected to the
Northeast and Hilly States.
UDAN 3-Include a tourist route in cooperation with the Ministry of Tourism,
including a seaplane connected to a seaplane.
UDAN 4-78 new routes under UDAN Round 4, as well as helicopter and seaplane
operations, have also been included.

Shri Thaawarchand Gehlot e-Launched National Portal for Transgender
Persons
Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Shri Thaawarchand Gehlot elaunched a National Portal for Transgender Persons'. He also e-inaugurated a
Garima Greh: A Shelter Home for Transgender Persons' in Vadodara, Gujarat.
Highlights:
The National Portal for Transgender Persons has been developed as per the
Notification of Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Rules, 2020.
The Portal would help a transgender person in applying for a Certificate and
Identity card digitally from anywhere in the country.
The portal will help the transgender person to get the I-Card without any physical
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interface and without having to visit any office. The portal will also monitor the
status of the application that ensures transparency in the process. Once the
Certificate and I-card are issued, the applicant can download them from the Portal
itself.
In case of delay or rejection, the applicant has the option to submit grievances
through the Portal which are forwarded to the concerned person and will be
resolved at the earliest.
The portal aims to help a lot of people from the community to come forward and
get Transgender Certificate and Identity Cards as per their self-perceived identity
which is an important provision of The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights)
Act, 2019.
Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019:
The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019 came into effect on 10th
January 2020. It is the first concrete step that ensures the welfare of Transgender
persons. To implement the Act, the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
issued the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Rules, 2020. It ensures that
the comprehensive welfare measures reach the Transgender Community and help
them come into the mainstream of the Society. It also aims to ensure that
Transgender persons are able to attain their self-perceived identity card without any
inconvenience.
Garima Greh: A Shelter Home for Transgender Persons:
The Scheme of Shelter Home for Transgender Persons includes shelter facility,
food, clothing, recreational facilities, skill development opportunities, yoga,
meditation/prayers, physical fitness, library facilities, legal support, technical
advise for gender transition and surgeries, capacity building of trans-friendly
organizations, employment and skill-building support, etc. The Nodal Ministry has
identified 10 cities to set up the 13 Shelter Homes and extend the facilities to
Transgender persons. The cities include Vadodara, New Delhi, Patna,
Bhubaneswar, Jaipur, Kolkata, Manipur, Chennai, Raipur, Mumbai, etc. The
scheme will rehabilitate a minimum of 25 transgender persons in each homes
identified by the Ministry.

PM Narendra Modi chaired 33rd PRAGATI interaction
Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired the 33rd PRAGATI meeting. This is PM's
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33rd interaction through PRAGATI, the Information and Communications
Technology (ICT) based multi-modal platform for Pro-Active Governance and
Timely Implementation, involving Central and State governments.
33rd PRAGATI meeting Highlights:
In the 33rd PRAGATI meeting, multiple projects of the Ministry of Railways,
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH), Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), and Power Ministry, grievances, and
programmes were reviewed.
These projects were related to ten states and union territories, including
Maharashtra, Odisha, Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Jammu &
Kashmir, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Dadra, and Nagar Haveli. These had an
overlay of a total cost of Rs.1.41 lakh crore.
The grievances related to COVID-19 and to the PM Awas Yojana (Gramin) were
taken up.
PM SVANidhi, agriculture reforms, and development of districts as export hubs
were reviewed. Prime Minister also directed the States to develop a State Export
Strategy.
PRAGATI:
Prime Minister has launched the multi-purpose and multi-modal governance
platform PRAGATI on 25 March 2015. PRAGATI is an integrating and interactive
platform. It aimed at addressing the grievances of common people. PRAGATI also
monitors and reviews important programmes and projects of the Centre and State
Governments.
32nd interaction through the PRAGATI platform was held on 22 January 2020. PM
discussed the Information and Communications Technology, multi-modal platform
for Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation. In the previous 32 such
meetings, a total of 275 projects worth Rs.12.5 lakh crore have been reviewed,
along with 47 programmes/schemes and grievances across 17 sectors have been
taken up.

Cabinet Approvals
Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi approved the
following:
Cabinet approved the Scheme of Amalgamation of Lakshmi Vilas Bank Limited

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(November 23 - November 29, 2020)

(LVB) with DBS Bank India Limited (DBIL) to protect depositors' interest and in
the interest of financial and banking stability, on RBI's application under section 45
of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949.
Cabinet apprised the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed among BRICS
Countries on Cooperation in the field of Physical Culture and Sport. This will help
in expanding knowledge and expertise in the area of sports science, sports
medicine, coaching techniques, etc. It would result in improvement in performance
of the sportspersons in international tournaments and strengthening of bilateral
relations with BRICS member countries.
Cabinet approved the proposal for equity infusion by Government of Rs.6000
crores in NIIF Debt Platform sponsored by the National Investment and
Infrastructure Fund (NIIF), comprising of Aseem Infrastructure Finance Limited
(AIFL) and NIIF Infrastructure Finance Limited (NIIF-IFL). Under this:
Only Rs.2,000 crore would be allocated during the year 2020-21. However,
in view of the unprecedented financial situation and availability of limited
fiscal space due to the prevailing COVID-19, the proposed amount may be
disbursed only if there is readiness and demand for debt raising.
NIIF will take all necessary steps to use the equity investments from
Domestic and Global pension funds and sovereign wealth funds
expeditiously.
Cabinet approved the MoU signed between the Institute of Chartered Accountants
of India (ICAI) and the Vereniging van Registercontrollers (VRC), the Netherlands.
The MoU is aimed to strengthen and develop the Accounting, Financial, and Audit
Knowledge Base between the Netherlands and India. It would help to generate
greater employment opportunities for Indian Chartered Accountants and also
greater remittances back to India.

Indian Railway launches digitised online Human Resource Management
System
Indian Railway has launched a completely digitized online Human Resource
Management System (HRMS). The aim is to leverage improved productivity and
employee satisfaction. HRMS is a step towards realizing the vision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to transform India into a digitally empowered society and
knowledge economy.
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Human Resource Management System (HRMS):
HRMS is a high thrust project for Indian Railways.
The move is to improve efficiency and productivity of Railway system and
HRMS will create a big impact on the functioning of all the employees and will
make them more tech savvy.
Under HRMS, Employee Self Service (ESS) module will enable railway
employees to interact with various modules of HRMS including communication
regarding change of data.
Provident Fund (PF) Advance module enables Railway employees to check their
PF balance and apply for PF advance online.
Settlement module digitizes the entire settlement process of retiring employees.
Employees can fill their settlement/pension booklet online and processed online
completely
Service details can be fetched online and pension is . This will eliminate use of
paper and it also facilitates monitoring for timely processing of settlement dues of
retiring employees.

National Portal for Transgender Persons Was Launched
The Union Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment e-launched the "National
Portal for Transgender People" in Vadodara, Gujarat and e-inaugurated the
"GarimaGreh: A Shelter Home for Transgender People".
Highlights:
The national portal was established within two months of the "Notice of the 2020
Transgender People (Protection of Rights) Rules".
The portal will help transgender people to apply for certificates and ID cards
digitally from anywhere in the country without any physical interface.
The portal will help many people in the transgender community to come forward
and obtain transgender certificates and ID cards based on their self-identity, which
is an important provision of the Transgender (Rights Protection) Act 2019.

Honey FPO Program Was Launched
Under the "Establishment and Promotion of 10,000 FPOs" Scheme, Honey FPO
was established. An FPO, formed by a group of farm producers, is a registered
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body with producers as shareholders in the organisation. It deals with business
activities related to the farm produce and it works for the benefit of the member
producers.
Highlights:
The Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar (Narendra Singh Tomar)
recently launched a cooperation program for beekeepers and honey collectors. The
program was launched in 5 states.
According to the plan, five farmer producer organizations will be established in five
states. They will be established in East Chapalan in Bihar; Bharatpur in Rajasthan;
Madhya Pradesh in Morena; Mathura in Uttar Pradesh; and Sundarbans in West
Bengal.
These organizations will be established by NAFED, the National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Federation of India. These farmer producer organizations
were initiated under the 10,000 FPO formation and promotion plan.
The Honey FPO program of the National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India Limited (NAFED) has been launched.
The Honey FPO produced by the Indian Association of Agribusiness Professionals
(ISAP) under the auspices of the National Bee Board (NBB) and NAFED will help
its members in the following aspects:
Improve their scientific beekeeping skills.
Establish the most advanced infrastructure to process honey and related beekeeping
products such as beeswax, propolis, royal jelly, bee venom, etc., as well as quality
control laboratories, collection, storage, bottling and sales centres.
NAFED, through its experienced cluster-based business organization (CBBO),
ISAP, has launched the organization and promotion activities of beekeepers and
honey collectors FPO in 5 states in India.
About NAFED:
NAFED is an agricultural cooperative organization that aims to promote
cooperative marketing of agricultural products to benefit farmers. It was established
in 1958 to promote the trade of agricultural products and forest resources.
Headquartered in New Delhi, today it has become one of the largest agricultural
procurement and marketing agencies in India. The implementation of price
stabilization measures under "Green Action" is a node institution.
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National Medicinal Plants Board Founding Day
AYUSH State Minister Shri Shripad Yesso Naik hosted an electronic event
organized by the National Medicinal Plants Committee on November 24, 2020,to
celebrate its founding day. On this occasion, the "NMPB 2020 Status Report" and
"Ayur-veg" e-books were also released.
Highlights:
National Medicinal Plants Board (NMPB) was established in 2000 and belongs to
the AYUSH department.
The Indian government established this committee to coordinate all matters related
to medicinal plants and support policies and plans to promote trade, export,
conservation and cultivation.
The main goal of NMPB is to encourage the cultivation and sustainable
management of medicinal plants nationwide, and to reduce the pressure on the
collection of forest wild habitats.
In order to meet the growing demand for medicinal plants, NMBP is committed to
in situ and ex situ conservation, and to expand local medicinal plants and aromatic
species with medical significance.
NMPB also promotes R&D through training, capacity building, and raises
awareness through promotional activities such as the creation of home/school
herbal gardens.
NMPB also seeks to support quality assurance and standardization programs by
formulating Good Agricultural and Collection Practices (GACP), writing
monographs on quality, safety and effectiveness standards; developing agricultural
technology and reliable institutions, and establishing a The mechanism for quality
certification of planting materials.

E-Lok Adalats were Organized in 15 states
E-Lok Adalats were organized in 15 states, handling more number of cases. From
June to October, 27th E-Lok Adalats were organized in 27 states, handling more
than 250,000 cases.
Highlights:
During the lockdown caused by the pandemic, various legal service agencies
(NALSA and state legal service agencies) adapted to the new routine and moved

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(November 23 - November 29, 2020)

Lok Adalats to the virtual platform.
From June to October, 27th E-Lok Adalats were organized in 27 states, handling
more than 250,000 cases.
In November, this type of E-Lok Adalats was organized in Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Telangana, handling a total of approximately 12,600 cases.
E-Lok Adalats can not only help marginalized and disadvantaged people to
achieve justice in difficult times, but it is also cost-effective because it eliminates
the need for organizational expenditures.

Cabinet Secretary Chaired the Meeting of National Crisis Management
Committee
Union Cabinet Secretary Shri Rajiv Gauba chaired the meeting of the National
Crisis Management Committee (NCMC) today through a video with the chief
secretaries of Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry Meeting to review the
situation of the upcoming cyclone.
Highlights:
The chief secretaries of Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry briefed
NCMC on their preparations and mentioned that the authorities are fully prepared
to deal with any possible situation.
They also informed the coordination with NDRF and other agencies to meet this
challenge.
The NCMC was constituted under the Cabinet Secretariat for effective
implementation of relief measures in the wake of a natural calamity.
Headed by the Cabinet Secretary, it is one of the top-level decision-making bodies
with respect to disaster management.
It oversees the command, control and coordination of disaster response.

ATAL Faculty Development Programmes
The Union Education Minister presided over 46 online ATAL Faculty
Development Programs (FDP) organized by AICTE.
Highlights:
Around 46 online AICTE Training and Learning (ATAL) Academy Faculty
Development Programs (FDP) were inaugurated to train teachers from higher
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education institutions related to the All India Council of Technology Education
(AICTE) in key areas and emerging areas of technology.
FDP will be conducted in 22 states of India
The main goal of ATAL Academy is to provide high-quality technical education in
the country, and to promote research and entrepreneurship through training in
various emerging fields.
IIT, IIIT, NIT CU and research laboratories are organizing these ATAL FDPs.
ATAL Academy strives to establish AICTE Training and Learning (ATAL) units
in all technical institutions, universities, prospective universities and other technical
learning institutions.
ATAL Academy has also launched a series of training programs in various
emerging fields across the country.
Currently, there are 11 ATAL colleges in India, distributed all over the country.
ATAL Academy has also been listed in London's "World Records" and trained
100,000 people for more than 1,000 projects under "FDP".

Mega Food Park Held in Punjab
The Union Minister unveiled Mega Food Park (MFP) at Phagwara in Kapurthala
district of Punjab.
Highlights:
The construction cost of the Mega Food Park (MFP) is 107,830 crore rupees,
spread over 55 acres of land.
It is expected to benefit approximately 25,000 farmers and may create employment
opportunities for approximately 5,000 people.
Mega Food Parks Scheme was launched by the government in 2008. It provides
financial assistance up to 50 crores to set up modern infrastructure facilities for
food processing called Mega Food Parks.
It establishes a mechanism to bring together farmers, processors and retailers and
link agriculture production to the market to ensure maximization of value addition,
minimization of wastage and improving farmers' income.
It functions by establishing infrastructures for primary processing and storage near
the farm in the form of Primary Processing Centres (PPCs) and Collection Centres
(CCs) and common facilities and enabling infrastructure like roads, electricity,
water, ETP facilities etc. at Central Processing Centre (CPC).
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
UMANG App Completes Three Years
UMANG App Completes Three Years
Online app UMANG completes three years. UMANG mobile application (a unified
mobile application for governance in the new era) is a single, unified, secure, multichannel, multi-language, and multi-service multi-purpose mobile application
provided by the Indian government, which can access high-impact service centres
and Various organizations of the country.
Highlights:
UMANG was developed by the National Electronic Governance Department
(NeGD) of the Ministry of Electronics and IT.
It was launched in 2017 and offers 163 services.
Currently, the app supports 2039 services including central and state government
services and utility bill payment.
UMANG won four outstanding awards at the Sixth World Government Summit
held in Dubai, the United Arab Emirates in 2018, including the "Best Mobile
Government Service" award.

LNG Stations are across The Golden Quadrilateral
The Ministry of Petroleum, Natural Gas, and Steel recently laid the foundation for
the first 50 LNG refuelling stations across the Golden Quadrilateral and major
national highways.
Highlights:
The government will build LNG stations on the golden quadrangle at a distance of
200-300 km, and commission 1,000 LNG stations on all major roads, industrial
centres and mining areas within 3 years.
The 50 LNG stations will be established and commissioned by oil and gas
professionals from IOCL, BPCL, HPCL, GAIL and other countries.
Liquefied natural gas (LNG) refers to natural gas (mainly a mixture of methane,
CH4 and some ethane, C2H6) that has been cooled to a liquid state for convenient
and safe non-pressurized storage or transportation.
Liquefied natural gas is nearly 40% cheaper than diesel. It also causes very little
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pollution.
The use of liquefied natural gas in trucks can reduce 100% of sulfur dioxide
emissions and 85% of nitrous oxide emissions.

IRNSS Accepted As a Component of The World Wide Radio Navigation
System
The Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS) has been accepted by the
International Maritime Organization (IMO) as part of the World Radio Navigation
System (WWRNS) operating in the Indian Ocean region.
Highlights:
This will enable merchant ships to use IRNSS to obtain location information
similar to GPS and GLONASS to assist in navigating longitude in seawater in areas
covered by 50N latitude, 55E longitude, 5S and 110E.
IRNSS is an independent regional navigation satellite system developed by India.
It aims to provide accurate location information services to assist ships in the Indian
Ocean waters.
India has become the fourth country in the world to have an independent regional
navigation satellite system, which has been recognized by the IMO as a part of
WWRNS.
The other three countries whose navigation systems have been approved by the
IMO are the United States, Russia and China.

Sentinel -6 Satellite was Launched
The Copernicus Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich satellite was launched aboard a
SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket on November 21, 2020.
Highlights:
The Objective of Sentinel -6 Satellite to monitor the ocean. And it is jointly
developed by European Space Agency (ESA), NASA, European Meteorological
Satellite Development Organization (Eumetsat), National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) and European Union(EU)
This is part of the next mission dedicated to measuring global sea-level changes.
This task is called the "Jason Service Continuity" (Jason-CS) task, which aims to
measure the height of the ocean.
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The height of the ocean is a key factor in understanding the earth's climate change.
The spacecraft consists of two satellites, one of which was recently launched, and
the other named Sentinel-6B, which will be launched in 2025.

Space Agencies of India And Australia Were Working Together
As part of the steps to deepen cooperation in civil space activities, the Indian and
Australian space agencies are working together to temporarily locate Indian
tracking facilities in Australia. This will support India's planned human space flight
program-Gaganyaan.
Highlights:
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (Narendra Modi) announced in 2018 the
Gaganyaan (Gaganyaan) plan, which is India's first human space flight program
(HSP) costing Rs 10,000 crore and is scheduled to be completed by India in 2022
On the occasion of 75 years of independence.
It is designed to allow 3-7 crew members to stay in space for 3-7 days in a
400-kilometre orbit (low earth orbit or LEO).
In this way, India may become the fourth country to send personnel to space after
the Soviet Union, the United States and China. (Denmark also plans to conduct a
manned space flight in 2022)
The first of the two previous flights of the humanoid robot in Gagagna will be
launched soon with some of the six shortlisted microgravity experiments.
GSLV Mk III is a three-stage heavy-lift vehicle that will be used to launch
Gaganyaan because it has the necessary payload capacity.
Four pilots from the Indian Air Force (IAF) were shortlisted for the training of
Gaganyaan astronauts.
The selected astronauts have started a 12-month training at the Gagarin Research
and Test Astronaut Training Center (GCTC) in Moscow.
ISRO launched the first female robot "female" astronaut "Vyomamitra". It is a
semi-human animal.
Vyommitra will fly in space during the first test flight of the human space mission
Gaganyaan. This humanoid will simulate the human functions needed in space
before real astronauts take off before August 2022.
India and Australia:
In 2012, the two countries signed a formal memorandum of understanding to
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provide support for India and Australia's space cooperation. The two countries have
been cooperating since 1987 to support data calibration and laser-firing of Indian
satellites, launch Australian satellites and conduct joint research. At the virtual
summit in June, the two countries upgraded their bilateral relationship to a
"comprehensive strategic partnership" and reached practical agreements on
cybersecurity, emerging technologies and important minerals.

Nyaya Bandhu App iOS Version Launched
The iOS version of Nyaya Bandhu App was launched and its launch on the
UMANG platform. Nyaya Bandhu App was launched by the Ministry of Justice
Highlights:
The Ministry of Justice launched the Nyaya Bandhu application in 2019 to use
technology to promote pro bono advocates.
According to the Pro bono Initiative (launched in 2017), the Ministry of Justice is
institutionalizing the framework of pro bono distribution on the legal stage.
Developed free legal services to expedite and facilitate the registration of
practising lawyer advocates and establish contacts with registered qualified
beneficiaries, thereby consolidating the country's free culture.
"Pro bono" comes from Latin and means "for the public interest." Legally
speaking, it refers to the provision of free legal aid and representation by advocates
to marginalized groups in accordance with Article 39A of the Constitution.
By maintaining a database of lawyers who voluntarily provide free legal services,
the Ministry hopes to instil a culture of free in the legal field.
The Nyaya Bandhu application helps to use technology to remove any geographic
barriers to access to justice.
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ENVIRONMENT
Roridomyces Phyllostachydis - Bioluminescent Variety of Mushroom was
Discovered
The mushroom documentation project in the forests of northeast India led to a
discovery: a bioluminescent (luminescent) mushroom. It is now one of 97 known
bioluminescent fungi in the world.
Highlights:
In August, a new species was discovered for the first time in Mawlynnong in
Meghalaya State in the East Kashi Hills region, named Roridomyces
phyllostachydis, and then discovered in Krang Shuri in the West Jaintia Hills
region.
The new species is very important because it is the first mushroom in the genus
Roridomyces in India.
It is the only member of the genus that emits light from its stalk or stalk.
Bioluminescence is the property of living organisms to produce and emit light.
Animals, plants, fungi and bacteria show bioluminescence.
Bioluminescent organisms usually exist in the marine environment, but also exist
in the terrestrial environment.
The colour of the light emitted by organisms depends on its chemical properties. In
the case of fungi, the luminescence comes from the enzyme luciferase.

Greenlands Largest Glacier- Likely to Melt Faster Than Expected
According to recent studies, the three largest glaciers have enough frozen water to
raise the global sea level to about 1.3 meters, namely the Helheim Glacier, Jacob
von Isbre and Kenglussuge Glacier. Melted earlier than expected. The current
situation shows that until 2000, sea levels have been rising due to the melting of
several glaciers. But in the last 20 years, the ice sheets of Greenland and Antarctica
have become the single largest source of sea-level rise.
Highlights:
The study found that Jakobshavn Isbrae (also known as Ilulissat Glacier
Greenland) lost more than 1.5 trillion tons of ice between 1880 and 2012. It further
shows that between 1900 and 2012, Kangerlussuaq and Helheim glaciers lost 1.4
trillion tons and 31 billion tons, respectively. The researchers pointed out that with
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this melting, the sea level has risen by 8 millimetres.
The Ilulissat Glacier discharges 6.5% of Greenland's ice sheet. It produces about
10% of Greenland icebergs. Icebergs that burst from glaciers are usually very large,
up to 1 km in height. In 2004, the Jakobshavn Glacier has declared a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. The Ilulissat Glacier is located near the town of Ilulissat,
Greenland, and ends at the sea on the Ilulissat Ice Fjord.
The Kangerlussuaq Glacier is the largest glacier on the east coast of the Greenland
Ice Sheet. Kangerlussuaq flows into the second-largest fjord in eastern Greenland,
called Kangerlussuaq Fjord.
The Helheim Glacier is one of the largest glacier outlets in Greenland. It is named
after the world of the dead in Norse mythology. Helheim provides water for the
Helmil Fjord (a branch of the Sermilik system). Greenland's largest glacier may
melt faster than expected
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BILLS & ACTS
Centre issued draft Merchant Shipping Bill, 2020
The Centre has issued a draft Merchant Shipping Bill, 2020 for public consultation.
The proposed legislation aims to repeal and replace the Merchant Shipping Act,
1958. The primary aim is to promote the growth of the Indian shipping industry by
incorporating the best practices adopted by other advanced countries like the US,
Japan, the UK, Singapore, and Australia, the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways.
Highlights:
The Bill seeks to introduce for the first-time statutory framework for regulating
maritime emergency response against maritime incidents
The Bill will improve welfare of Indian seafarers on abandoned vessels and safety
of such vessels
The Bill has provisions for repatriation of abandoned seafarers have been
enhanced, in line with the Maritime Labour Convention regulations.
The Bill will promote ease of doing business, the Bill does away with the
requirement of a general trading licence for Indian vessels.
It will enable the electronic means of registration, and grant statutory recognition
to electronic agreements, records, and log-books, in addition to electronic licenses,
certificates, and payments.
The Bill also aims to increase India's tonnage and to make the vessel a tradeable
asset.
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DEFENCE
India successfully test-fired land-attack version of BrahMos supersonic cruise
missile
Indian Army successfully test-fired the surface-to-surface supersonic cruise missile
BrahMos as part of a series of planned trials of the weapon. BrahMos is known for
its precision strike capabilities. The land-attack version of the BrahMos missile was
test-fired in the Andaman and Nicobar. The IAF is also integrating the Brahmos
supersonic cruise missile on over 40 Sukhoi fighter jets with an aim to bolster the
overall combat capability of the force.
Land-attack version of BrahMos supersonic cruise missile
The missile range was extended up to 400 km. Originally, the range was at 290
km.
The speed of the missile is maintained at 2.8 Mach or almost three times the speed
of sound.
Recently, India has test fired a number of missiles including an anti-radiation
missile named Rudram-1 which is planned to be inducted into service by 2022.
BrahMos:
BrahMos Aerospace is an India-Russian joint venture. The company produces the
lethal weapon that can be launched from submarines, ships, aircraft, or from land
platforms. The BrahMos missile provides the IAF a much-desired capability to
strike from large stand-off ranges on any target at sea or on land with pinpoint
accuracy by day or night and in all weather conditions.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Platinum Partner Awards Were Given For EPFO
Employees Provident Fund Organization (EPFO) was awarded the UMANG App's
highest transaction platinum partner award by the Union Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology.
Highlights:
The Union Ministers of Electronics and Information Technology awarded the
newly established UMANG Award to the partner departments of the centre and the
state based on the average transaction of all services in the past six months.
The Employees Provident Fund Organization (EPFO) was awarded the Platinum
Partner Award for registering more than 2.5 million transactions on the UMANG
App.
Since most EPFO members come from sectors that are at a disadvantaged social
and economic situation, an easily available and affordable solution is needed to
reach the tens of millions of EPFO users.
Considering the popularity and ease of use of Internet-based devices such as
smartphones, Kaios feature phones, tablets and desktops, EPFO aims to use the
potential of the UMANG application to achieve easy access to services around the
clock, especially for people Subscribers in the most remote areas.
This led to the launch of EPFO service on UMANG.
Using the UMANG App, EPFO members can access 19 different EPFO services
on their mobile phones.
Members can view passbooks, activate UAN, file a claim, track claim status, apply
for a planning certificate, seed Aadhaar to UAN, update JeevanPramaan, register an
appeal, search for institutions, obtain EPFO office addresses, etc.
To use these services, a UAN (Universal Account Number) activated by Aadhaar
seeds and a mobile phone number registered in EPFO is required.
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OBITUARY
Diego Maradona passed away
Argentina soccer legend Diego Maradona passed away on 25th November. He died
at the age of 60. He died because of heart failure.
Diego Maradona
Diego Maradona was the captain when Argentina won the 1986 World Cup, in
which he produced a series of Sublime individual performances. In the match, he
scored the two famous goals in one game against England in the quarter-finals. He
was considered the greatest soccer player ever. He was signed for 2 world record
fees in his career when joining Barcelona and then later Napoli. He was one of the
highest-paid players in the world.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
President inaugurated All India Presiding Officers Conference at Kevadia,
Gujarat
Two days All India Presiding Officers' Conference has been organized at Kevadia,
Gujarat. The conference was inaugurated by the President of India Ram Nath
Kovind on 25th November. The conference is held on the occasion of Constitution
Day.
Theme
The theme of the 2020 conference is Harmonious coordination between
Legislature, Executive and Judiciary-Key to a Vibrant Democracy.
Highlights:
The conference will discuss the important role played by the Presiding Officers in
the country.
The Presiding Officers will provide a congenial atmosphere for a healthy debate to
the people's representatives in the House and to encourage courteous dialogue and
discussion.
A multi-media exhibition has been set up jointly at the Presiding Officers'
Conference by the Bureau of Outreach Communication (BOC), Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting in collaboration with Parliamentary Museum &
Archives. The exhibition traces the journey of democratic tradition in the country,
right from Vedic Times through the Lichchavi period to the making of Modern
Democratic India.

India to host next SCO Heads of Government Council
India will host the 19th Council of Heads of Government of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in 30th November. The first such high-level
meeting of the eight-member grouping to be organized by New Delhi after its
admission to the bloc in 2017. The 18th meeting of SCO's Heads of Government
Council held at Tashkent in November 2020. India was represented by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh at the summit in Tashkent.
Highlights:
The leaders will hold in-depth discussion and exchange on deepening SCO
cooperation amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
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It is expected that they will build more consensus on cooperation and measuresto
seek greater synergy between the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) cooperation and
national development strategies and regional cooperation initiatives.
Measures to enhance trade, economic, investment, connectivity, production
capacity, culture and people to people cooperation, push national economic
recovery will also be discussed.
SCO:
The SCO is a China-led eight-member economic and security bloc. SCO, which has
its headquarters in Beijing. India and Pakistan were admitted as full members in
2017. Its founding members included China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. SCO has four observer States, namely Afghanistan,
Belarus, Iran and Mongolia. It has six dialogue partners, namely Azerbaijan,
Armenia, Cambodia, Nepal, Turkey and Sri Lanka.

RE-Invest 2020 Was Inaugurated by Prime Minister
Prime Minister inaugurates Renewable Energy Investment - RE-Invest 2020. The
theme of RE-Invest (Renewable Energy Investment) 2020 is "Innovation of
Sustainable Energy Transition".
Highlights:
The 3rd Global Renewable Energy Investment Conference and Expo (Renewable
Energy Investment 2020) is organized by the Ministry of New Renewable Energy.
The theme of RE-Invest 2020 is "Innovation of Sustainable Energy Transition".
The event was showcased as the largest renewable energy event in India.
The three-day event includes conferences and exhibitions on renewable energy and
future energy options for manufacturers, developers, investors and innovators.
RE-Invest 2020 (which will be a digital global platform) aims to accelerate global
efforts to expand the development and deployment of renewable energy and
connect the global investment community with Indian energy stakeholders.
The first such event was held in 2015, followed by the second in 2018.
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SCHEMES
Union Education Minister Holds A Review Meeting On UBA
The Union Education Minister held a review meeting on the progress of the Unnat
Bharat Abhiyan Plan (UBA) via video conference. Unnat Bharat Abhiyan is
inspired by the vision of transformative change in the rural development process,
and it uses knowledge institutions to help build an inclusive Indian architecture.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Human Resources Development (MHRD) launched UBA to
connect higher education institutions including Indian Institutes of Technology
(IITs), National Institutes of Technology (NITs) and Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research (IISER) with local communities Cooperation to meet
development challenges through appropriate technology.
The mission of the plan is to enable higher education institutions to work with
people in rural India to jointly identify development challenges and develop
appropriate solutions to accelerate sustainable growth.
It also aims to establish a virtuous circle between society and an inclusive
academic system by providing knowledge and practices for emerging industries,
and to improve the capacity of the public and private sectors to respond to the needs
of rural development in India.
Currently, according to the UBA plan, 2,474 research institutes have adopted
13,072 villages.
The technical interventions under the plan have been able to change the living
conditions of the village.
Technical interventions under UBA cover different topics, which are roughly
classified as follows:
- Sustainable agriculture
- Water resources management
- Craftsmen, industry and people's livelihood
- Infrastructure (infrastructure and services) and rural energy system
Through intervention in the above-mentioned fields, various new and old
technologies have been developed, which have changed the living conditions in the
countryside.
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Micro-irrigation Fund Released Under PMKSY
Release interest subsidy loans from the Micro Irrigation Fund (MIF).
Highlights
The micro-irrigation fund created by NABARD with a scale of Rs 5000 crore was
put into operation in 2019-20.
The purpose of the fund is to promote the use of discount loans to expand the
coverage of micro-irrigation by developing special and innovative projects, and to
encourage micro-irrigation to exceed PMKSY-Per Drop More Crop regulations.
Encourage farmers to install micro-irrigation systems.
Some of the Objectives of PMKSY:
Increase the accessibility of irrigation facilities and the expansion of arable areas
under guaranteed irrigation area (HarKhetkoPani).
Improve farm water efficiency and reduce water waste.
Integrate water source, distribution and efficiency through appropriate technology.
Ensure the comprehensive development of the rain-fed area by the following
methods:
Groundwater regeneration
Methods of watershed protection
Run-off
Provide livelihoods and other NRM (natural resource management)activities.
Promote extension activities of farmers and field workers, such as:
Catchment
Water management
Crop adjustment
Some of the major Components of PMKSY are:
Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Program (AIBP)
HarKhetKoPani (HKKP)
Per Drop More Crop (PDMC)
Watershed Development (WD)

National Digital Health Mission (NDHM) Review By Union Health Minister
Union Health Minister reviews implementation of the National Digital Health
Mission and Ayushman Bharat PMJAY. The National Health Mission (NHM) was
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launched by the government of India in 2013.
National Health Mission:
The National Health Mission (NHM) was launched by the government of India in
2013 subsuming the National Rural Health Mission and National Urban Health
Mission. It was further extended in March 2018, to continue until March 2020. It is
headed by Mission Director and monitored by National Level Monitors appointed
by Government of India.
Some of the Objectives of the National Digital Health Mission:
- Establishment of Digital Health Systems.
- Creation of Registries
- Enforcement of adoption of open standards by all national digital health
stakeholders
- Establishment of Standardized personal health records
- Enterprise-class health application systems.
Salient Features of National Digital Health Mission:
1. The institutional framework of the mission runs at different levels starting from
the apex level, followed by the board of directors, CEO and operations.
2. It is an IT-enabled healthcare infrastructure system
3. Health ID It will be a repository of all the health-related information. Every
participating stakeholder including healthcare providers and Indian citizens will be
part of this health ID system on a voluntary basis. A unique health ID will be
created by every citizen interested to access the benefits of this mission.
4. Health data consent managers will be linked with unique health IDs of the
patients; who will aid the seamless exchange of the health records between the
patient and the doctors.
5. The healthcare services will be provided through a mobile app or through an
official website.
6. Digi Doctor He/she will be the one who will be responsible for providing
healthcare services across the country. An interested healthcare professional can act
as a digital doctor to provide prescriptions to patients sitting in a different location
altogether. He/she will be assigned free digital signatures which can be used to
prescribe medicines.
Ayushman Bharat Programme:
The Ayushman Bharat programme was launched in 2018 to address health issues at
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all levels primary, secondary, and tertiary. It has two components: i) Pradhan
Mantri Jan ArogyaYojana (PM-JAY), earlier known as the National Health
Protection Scheme (NHPS) ii) Health and Wellness Centres (HWCs)
Ayushman Bharat is an integrated approach comprising health insurance and
primary, secondary and tertiary healthcare. The HWCs are aimed at improving
access to cheap and quality healthcare services at the primary level. PM-JAY will
cover the financial protection for availing healthcare services at the secondary and
tertiary levels. Ayushman Bharat is the largest government-funded healthcare
programme in the world with over 50 crore beneficiaries. It has been dubbed
Modicare'.
Need for Ayushman Bharat:
The 71st round of the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) revealed many grim
numbers about the country's healthcare system.
About 86% of rural households and 82% of urban households do not have access
to healthcare insurance.
Over 17% of the country's population spend a minimum of 1/10th of their
household budgets on availing health services.
Unexpected and serious healthcare problems often lead families to debt.
Over 19% and over 24% of the urban and rural households respectively meet their
healthcare financial needs through borrowings.
To address these grave concerns, the government, under the National Health Policy
2017, launched the Ayushman Bharat programme along with its two sub-missions,
PMJAY and HWCs.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Fisheries Day is Observed on 21 November
Every year 21st November is observed as World Fisheries Day. The Department of
Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Government of
India will award the best performing states in this sector on this day.
Highlights:
The Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying, Government of India will award the best performing states in this sector
for 2019-20.
The winners are:
Orissa (Marine State category)
Uttar Pradesh (inland state category)
Assam (hills and northeastern states category)
In addition, the government will also reward the best-performing fishery
companies, cooperatives, individual entrepreneurs, etc. in recognition of their
achievements and contributions in this field.
About World Fisheries Day:
World Fisheries Day is celebrated on 21st November every year to express
solidarity with all fishermen, fish farmers and related stakeholders around the world
It started in 1997, when the "World Forum of Fishermen and Fish Farmers" was
held in New Delhi, which led to representatives from 18 countries forming the
World Fisheries Forum and signing a declaration advocating for the development of
sustainable fishing practices and policies.
This event aims to draw attention to overfishing, habitat destruction and other
serious threats to the sustainability of our marine and inland resources.
The focus of the celebration is to change the way the world manages global
fisheries to ensure sustainable populations and healthy ecosystems.

Indian Constitution Day is observed on 26 November
Indian Constitution Day is observed on 26 November. The day is observed to
spread the importance of the constitution and to spread thoughts and ideas of
Ambedkar. This year, the day is observed to mark the 71st anniversary of the

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(November 23 - November 29, 2020)

adoption of the Indian Constitution by the Constituent Assembly.
History:
On 26th November 1949, the constitution of India was adopted. It came into force
on 26th January 1950, marking the beginning of a new era in the history of India.
On 19th November 2015, during the year-long celebration of the 125th birth
anniversary of Dr. B R Ambedkar, the Government of India declared November
26th as the Constitution Day. This initiative was undertaken by the Prime Minister
of India Narendra Modi who made this official declaration on 11th October 2015.
Earlier, this day was celebrated as Law Day.
What is the Significance of Constitution Day?
B.R Ambedkar was the one who drafted the Indian Constitution and the year 2015
was the 125th birth anniversary of Ambedkar. It is essential to be aware of
Constitution Day history. On this day, attempts are made to generate general
awareness of the Indian Constitution and spread his nationalist ideas. Constitution
day is celebrated on 26th November every year by many schools where the students
are made to read the Preamble to the Indian Constitution. As Indians, we must be
aware of our Indian Constitution and this day attempts to generate that awareness in
us.

International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women was
observed on 25th November
International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women was observed on
25th November. The 2020 theme for the International Day for the Elimination of
Violence against Women is Orange the World: Fund, Respond, Prevent,
Collect!. The International Day will mark the launch of 16 days of activism that
will conclude on 10th December 2020.
History:
The Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women was issued by the
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in 1993 defines violence against
women. The act of gender-based violence that results in physical, sexual, or
psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion
or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life.
Several public events are coordinated at the International Day. The Iconic buildings
and landmarks will be oranged' to recall the need for a violence-free future.
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Aviation Safety Awareness Week was Observed on November
The Airports Authority of India (AAI) started the 2020 Aviation Safety Awareness
Week (November 23 to November 27, 2020). A week-long celebration will be held
at all airports and ANS locations managed by AAI throughout India.
Highlights:
The Airports Authority of India (AAI) holds "Aviation Safety Awareness Week" in
the last week of November each year.
In order to raise people's awareness of aviation safety, AAI has carried out various
employee participation programs at airports and ANS stations, such as reviewing
documents and facilities, simulation exercises, preventive maintenance, etc.
Various social campaigns will also be launched to raise awareness of this issue.
Slogans and posters will be posted in AAI's offices and operations centres to
educate internal and external stakeholders on the importance of Security Awareness
Week.

Lachit Diwas is Celebrated in Assam
November 24 is observed as Lachit Diwas in Assam in honour of Lachit Borphukan
to commemorate his heroism and the victory of the Assamese army at the Battle of
Saraighat.
About Lachit Borphukan:
Lachit Borphukan was the commander of the Ahom Dynasty in present-day
Assam.
He showed outstanding leadership in the Battle of Saraghart (1671).
The Battle of Saraghart was a naval battle between the Mughal Empire and the
Kingdom of Ahom.
It fought on the Brahmaputra river in Saraighat, Guwahati.
This battle is the last major attempt of the Mughals to expand the empire to Assam.
The smaller Ahom forces defeated the powerful Mughal Empire by using terrain,
diplomatic negotiations, guerrilla tactics, and also by exploiting the weak Mughals
navy.
The Mughal army is led by King Raja Ram Singh I of Kachhwaha, while the
Ahoms are led by LachitBorphukan.
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BOOKS & AUTHORS
PM released Book on the Life of Sri Guru Nanak Dev
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi released a book on the life and ideals of Sri
Guru Nanak Dev. The book was penned by Kirpal Singh, who is based in
Chandigarh.
Guru Nanak Dev:
Guru Nanak Dev was the founder of Sikhism and the first of its ten gurus. Nanak
was born on April 15th, 1469. His father was a Talwandi village accountant. Nanak
had an elder sister, who, in 1475, married Jai Ram. Nanak initially began to live
with his brother-in-law and sister. He began work under Daulat Khan Lodi at 16.
He married Mata Sulakkani on 24 September 1487.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
India, Finland signed MoU to develop cooperation in the field of Environment
protection and biodiversity conservation
India and Finland signed an MoU to develop cooperation in the field of
environmental protection and biodiversity conservation. The MoU was signed
virtually by Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change Shri
Prakash Javadekar from the Indian side and Ms. Krista Mikkonen, Minister of the
Environment and Climate Change, Government of Finland from the Finnish side
Highlights:
The MoU is signed to further advance Indian and Finnish partnership and support,
exchange best practices in areas like prevention of Air and water pollution.
Under the MoU, the countries will work on Waste management, Conservation of
Marine and Coastal Resources, Promotion of circular economy, low-carbon
solutions, and sustainable management of natural resources including forests,
Climate change, etc.
Under the MoU, the two countries will work together towards the fulfillment of
commitments made under the Paris Agreement.
It will also strengthen scientific, technological, and management capabilities and
develop bilateral cooperation in the field of environmental protection and
biodiversity conservation on the basis of equality, reciprocity, and mutual benefit
with due respect to the promotion of sustainable development.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Which among the following are the major components of PMKSY?
A.HarKhetKoPani (HKKP)
B.Per Drop More Crop (PDMC)
C.Watershed Development (WD)
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Some of the major Components of PMKSY areAccelerated Irrigation Benefit
Program, HarKhetKoPani, Per Drop More Crop and Watershed Development .

2) World Fisheries Day is observed on ________________________
A.19th November
B.20th November
C.21st November
D.22nd November

Answer C
Explanation Every year 21st November is observed as World Fisheries Day.The Department of
Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Government of India will
award the best performing states in this sector on this day.

3) UBA cover topics like
A.Sustainable agriculture
B.Water resources management
C.Craftsmen, industry and people's livelihood
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Technical interventions under UBA cover different topics, which are roughly
classified as follows:-Sustainable agriculture-Water resources management-Craftsmen, industry
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and people's livelihood-Infrastructure (infrastructure and services) and rural energy system

4) MHRD launched UBA to connect higher education institutions like
_________________
A.Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs)
B.National Institutes of Technology (NITs)
C.Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER)
D.All the Above

Answer D
Explanation The Ministry of Human Resources Development (MHRD) launched UBA to
connect higher education institutions including Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), National
Institutes of Technology (NITs) and Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER)
with local communities Cooperation to meet development challenges through appropriate
technology.

5) Online app UMANG completes _______________ years in 2020
A.3
B.4
C.1
D.2

Answer A
Explanation Online app UMANG completes three years. UMANG mobile application (a unified
mobile application for governance in the new era) is a single, unified, secure, multi-channel,
multi-language, and multi-service multi-purpose mobile application provided by the Indian
government, which can access high-impact service centers and Various organizations of the
country.

6) UMANG was developed by ________________
A.National Electronic Governance Department (NeGD)
B.Ministry of Electronics and IT
C.Both A and B
D.None of the above
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Answer C
Explanation UMANG was developed by the National Electronic Governance Department
(NeGD) of the Ministry of Electronics and IT.

7) UMANG app was launched in ____________
A.2010
B.2017
C.2011
D.2019

Answer C
Explanation UMANG was developed by the National Electronic Governance Department
(NeGD) of the Ministry of Electronics and IT.It was launched in 2017 and offers 163 services.

8) UMANG app offers ____________ services
A.160
B.162
C.163
D.165

Answer C
Explanation UMANG was developed by the National Electronic Governance Department
(NeGD) of the Ministry of Electronics and IT.It was launched in 2017 and offers 163 services.

9) UMANG won ______________outstanding awards at the Sixth World
Government Summit held in Dubai
A.1
B.4
C.7
D.10

Answer B
Explanation UMANG won four outstanding awards at the Sixth World Government Summit

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(November 23 - November 29, 2020)

held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates in 2018, including the "Best Mobile Government Service"
award.

10) In the field of Fisheries which among the following states are the best
performing states for 2019-2020 ?
A.Orissa
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Both a and b
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation The Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying, Government of India will award the best performing states in this sector for
2019-20.The winners are:Orissa (Marine State category)Uttar Pradesh (inland state
category)Assam (hills and northeastern states category)

11) Which Ministry launched the National Newborn Week 2020?
A.Ministry of Women and Child Development
B.Ministry of Health
C.Both a and b
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation The Union Minister of Health has launched the 2020 National Newborn Week. The
theme is Quality, Equity, Dignity for every newborn at every health facility and everywhere.

12) What is the theme of National Newborn Week 2020?
A.Importance of the newborn care for child survival and development.
B.Quality, Equity, Dignity for every newborn at every health facility and everywhere.
C.Both a and b
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation The Union Minister of Health has launched the 2020 National Newborn Week. The
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theme is Quality, Equity, Dignity for every newborn at every health facility and everywhere.

13) Every year which day is celebrated as AwasDiwas and AwasWeek ?
A.19th November
B.20th November
C.21st November
D.22nd November

Answer B
Explanation AwasDiwas and Awas Week celebrated. The Prime Minister launched the Rural
Housing Project, Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana Gramin (PMAY-G) in Agra, Uttar Pradesh on
November 20, 2016.

14) For ethanol blending which of the following statement is correct?a) It
helps to reduce dependence on crude oil imports. b) It helps to promote
ethanol as a native and pollution-free fuel. c) It helps to increase the income
of sugarcane growers
A.Only A
B.A and B
C.A,B,C
D.None

Answer C
Explanation The benefits of transferring excess sugar cane and sugar to OMC for ethanol
blending:Help reduce dependence on crude oil imports ,Help promote ethanol as a native and
pollution-free fuel and Help increase the income of sugarcane growers.

15) Which among the following Indian Naval Ship participated in Indo-Thai
CORPAT?
A.INS Karmuk
B.INS Kulish
C.INS Kora
D.INS Kirch
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Answer A
Explanation The Indian naval ship Karmuk, which is a native missile "Corvette" participated in
the exercise.

16) What is the theme of National Pharmacy Week 2020?
A.Know your Medicines: Ask your Pharmacist
B.Pharmacists for a Healthy India
C.Pharmacists: Frontline Health Professionals
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation The Pharmaceutical Association of India and the Delhi Pharmaceutical Trust jointly
celebrated the 59th National Pharmacy Week from November 16, 2020 to November 22, 2020.
The theme of the 2020 celebration is "Pharmacists: Frontline Health Professionals".

17) The _____________ National Pharmacy Week from November 16, 2020 to
November 22, 2020.
A.59th
B.56th
C.55th
D.54th

Answer A
Explanation The Pharmaceutical Association of India and the Delhi Pharmaceutical Trust jointly
celebrated the 59th National Pharmacy Week from November 16, 2020 to November 22, 2020.
The theme of the 2020 celebration is "Pharmacists: Frontline Health Professionals".

18) The 59th National Pharmacy Week is from ________________ to
_________________
A.November 15, 2020 to November 21, 2020
B.November 16, 2020 to November 22, 2020
C.November 14, 2020 to November 20, 2020
D.November 17, 2020 to November 23, 2020
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Answer B
Explanation The Pharmaceutical Association of India and the Delhi Pharmaceutical Trust jointly
celebrated the 59th National Pharmacy Week from November 16, 2020 to November 22, 2020.
The theme of the 2020 celebration is "Pharmacists: Frontline Health Professionals".

19) Which among the following Navy will host the SIMBEX-20?
A.Indian Navy
B.Singapore Navy
C.Australian Navy
D.All the above

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Navy will host the SIMBEX-20 exercise in the Andaman Sea. SIMBEX
represents the annual Singapore-India maritime bilateral exercise. SIMBEX was established
between the Indian and Singaporean navies in 1993.

20) Which among the following Indian Navy Ships will participate in the
SIMBEX-20?
A.INS Karmuk
B.INS Sindhuraj
C.Both a and b
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation The 2020 version of SIMBEX will witness the participation of Indian navy ships,
including the destroyer Rana and integrated Chetak helicopters, and the locally-built frigates
Kamorta and Karmuk.In addition, the IN submarine Sindhuraj and P8I maritime reconnaissance
aircraft will also participate in the exercise.

21) 27th edition of India's SIMBEX-Singapore bilateral maritime exercise is
scheduled to be held in the ___________________________
A.Andaman Sea
B.Arabian Sea
C.Indian Ocean
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D.Bay of Bengal

Answer A
Explanation The 27th edition of India's SIMBEX-Singapore bilateral maritime exercise is
scheduled to be held in the Andaman Sea from November 23 to 25, 2020.

22) SITMEX-20 is a tripartite maritime exercise among
____________________________countries
A.India, Australia, Thailand
B.Australia, Thailand, Singapore
C.Singapore, Australia, India
D.India, Singapore, Thailand.

Answer D
Explanation SITMEX is a tripartite maritime exercise between the navies of India, Singapore
and Thailand.

23) Which among the following Navy will host the SITMEX-20?
A.Indian Navy
B.Thailand Navy
C.Republic of Singapore Navy
D.All the above

Answer C
Explanation The 2020 exercise is hosted by the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN). In addition
to improving interoperability between friendly navies, the SITMEX series of exercises also aims
to enhance mutual trust and develop common understanding and procedures to enhance overall
maritime security in the region.

24) The International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) Shangri-La
Dialogue is launched in ________
A.2001
B.2002
C.2003
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D.2004

Answer B
Explanation The International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) Shangri-La Dialogue is Asias
premier defense summit. It was launched in 2002.

25) Which among the following are the Tributaries of Brahmaputra River?
A.Dibang
B.Lohit
C.BurhiDihing
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Brahmaputra originated with the name Siang or Dihang, and came from the
Chemayungdung glacier in the Kailash Mountains near Mansarovar Lake. It enters India west of
Sadiya town in Arunachal Pradesh.Tributaries: Dibang, Lohit, Siang, BurhiDihing, Tista and
Dhansari.

26) Recently,which among the following country signed an agreement related
to economic and social development plan?
A.India and Maldives
B.India and Japan
C.Maldives and Japan
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation The Maldives and Japan recently signed an agreement under the Japanese
governments economic and social development plan.

27) What is the main objective ofCopernicus Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich
satellite?
A.To monitor the lands
B.To monitor the Oceans
C.Both a and b

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(November 23 - November 29, 2020)

D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation The Objective of Sentinel -6 Satellite to monitor the ocean. And it is jointly
developed by European Space Agency (ESA), NASA, European Meteorological Satellite
Development Organization (Eumetsat), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) and European Union(EU)

28) Sentinel-6 is developed by ____________________
A.European Union
B.NASA
C.European Space Agency
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Sentinel-6 Jointly developed by the following agencies: European Space Agency
(ESA), NASA, European Meteorological Satellite Development Organization (Eumetsat),
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and European Union(EU).

29) Headquarters of New Development Bank is in
____________________________
A.Fujian
B.Shanghai
C.Shaanxi
D.All the above

Answer B
Explanation It is a multilateral development bank. The four BRIC countries (Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South Africa) were co-founded at the 6th BRIC Summit in Fortaleza, Brazil in
2014. Goal: Support the infrastructure and sustainable development of the BRICS and other
emerging economies with insufficient service levels to achieve faster development through
innovation and cutting-edge technologies. Headquarters: Shanghai, China.

30) Which of the following statement is correct about the Nyaya Bandhu app?
1. It was launched in 2019 by the Ministry of law and Justice. 2. Now it will be

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(November 23 - November 29, 2020)

available on UMANG platform. Select the correct code:
A.1 Only
B.2 Only
C.1 and 2
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation On the occasion of Constitution Day, the government has launched the iOS version
of the Nyaya Bandhu Application and its onboarding on UMANG platform.UMANG platform
would help in the accessibility of this mobile-based legal service to the citizens of India.

31) Which among the following has received the Platinum Partner Award for
highest transactions on UMANG App?
A.ONGC
B.DRDO
C.LIC
D.EPFO

Answer D
Explanation Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has been awarded Platinum
Partner Award for the highest transactions on UMANG App. It has done more than 25 lakh
transactions.On the eve of the 3rd anniversary of the UMANG App, the government has been
giving the UMANG Awards to the Departments of Centre and States, based on the transactions in
the last six months.EPFO has launched its services on the UMANG platform to easily availability
its services to the socio-economically weaker sections. EPFO members can use 19 services on the
UMANG App.

32) Which of the following statement is correct?
A.National Portal for Transgender Persons is launched for providing e-services to Transgenders.
B.National Portal for Transgender Persons will provide I-card and certificate to transgender
without any physical visit.
C.Garima Greh is set up under the scheme of Shelter Home for Transgender Persons.
D.All the above

Answer D
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Explanation The Ministry for Social Justice and Empowerment has launched a 'National Portal
for Transgender Persons' and a 'Garima Greh: A Shelter Home for Transgender Persons.'National
Portal for Transgender Persons:National Portal for Transgender Persons has been developed for
providing e-services for applying Certificate and Identity card to transgender Persons.It will
provide I-card and certificate to Transgender without any physical visit on time.Garima Greh:It is
a shelter home for Transgender persons in Vadodara, Gujarat.The Lakshya Trust will run it.It will
shelter Transgender with all basic facilities such as shelter, food, medical care, recreational
facilities, etc.It is set up under the scheme of 'Shelter Home for Transgender Persons' by India's
government.

33) ATAL Faculty Development Programmes, which were launched by the
Education Minister, are organised by which institution?
A.AICTE
B.UGC
C.NASSCOM
D.NCTE

Answer A
Explanation The Union Education Minister presided over 46 online ATAL Faculty Development
Programs (FDP) organized by AICTE.

34) 27th E-Lok Adalats organized in ________ states.
A.10
B.11
C.27
D.15

Answer D
Explanation E-Lok Adalats were organized in 15 states, handling more number of cases. From
June to October, 27th E-Lok Adalats were organized in 27 states, handling more than 250,000
cases.

35) Which among the following states organized E-LokAdalats in the month of
November?
A.Uttar Pradesh
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B.Uttarkhand
C.Telangana
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation In November, E-LokAdalats was organized in Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
Telangana, handling a total of approximately 12,600 cases.

36) Ever year in November which week is celebrated as "Aviation Safety
Awareness Week"?
A.First week of November
B.Second week of November
C.Third week of November
D.Last week of November

Answer D
Explanation Every year the last week of November is celebrated as "Aviation Safety Awareness
Week".

37) Faculty Development Programs (FDP)is conducted in how many states ?
A.20
B.22
C.11
D.26

Answer B
Explanation 46 online AICTE Training and Learning (ATAL) Academy Faculty Development
Programs (FDP) were inaugurated to train teachers from higher education institutions related to
the All India Council of Technology Education (AICTE) in key areas and emerging areas of
technology. FDP will be conducted in 22 states of India

38) Lachit Borphukan is a commander in ______________ Dynasty
A.Suri Dynasty
B.Ahom Dynasty
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C.QutbShahi Dynasty
D.Manikya Dynasty

Answer B
Explanation Lachit Borphukan was the commander of the Ahom Dynasty in present-day
Assam.He showed outstanding leadership in the Battle of Saraghart (1671).The Battle of
Saraghart was a naval battle between the Mughal Empire and the Kingdom of Ahom.
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