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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Shortfall of GST
Rajasthan took a decision to go with Option-1 to meet the GST implementation
shortfall. Rajasthan has opted for the Union Ministry of Finance's first option in
August 2020 to face the shortfall in revenue coming out of GST implementation.
Highlights:
A total of 22 states and 3 Union Territories have opted for Option 1. The States
who choose Option-1 to receive the amount of shortfall arising out of GST
implementation through a unique borrowing window put in place by India's
Government.
The window has been operationalized at present, & the Government of India (GoI)
already borrowed Rs.12,000 crores for the States in two instalments, that have been
given on to the states and Union Territories that opted for it.
The Indian States that have opted for Option 1 are Assam, Bihar, Goa, Gujarat,
Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Nagaland, Odisha,
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Rajasthan, Sikkim and Tripura,
Union Territories that have opted this Option are Jammu & Kashmir, Puducherry,
and Delhi.
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INTERNATIONAL
China gears up for strategic period
China's ruling party- CPC (Communist Party of China) has set along-term targets
for boosting the economy and military power.
Highlights:
It announced 3 goals to be achieved by 2025, 2027, and 2035. They are:
Boosting domestic consumption and innovation.
A national security and defence modernization plan ahead of the People's
Liberation Army (PLA) centennial in 2027.
A Vision 2035' longer-term economic blueprint that calls for big leaps in economic
strength and technological prowess.
China's national security plans and goals are to establish the PLA as a modern
force by 2027.
The plan is also to realize what it called The unity of a rich country and a strong
Army.
It stressed the importance of informatization and to Strengthen military training
and war preparation.

Sri Lanka rescues 120 stranded whales
Sri Lanka's navy with the coast guard, local volunteers conservation experts have
rescued nearly 120 stranded whales and pulled them back to the deep sea in an
overnight operation.
Highlights:
Whales are said to be strand themselves on beaches across the globe and they do so
singularly or in groups.
Whale beaching, also called Cetacean Stranding is the phenomenon in which
cetaceans strand themselves on land (generally beaches).
While individual strandings are mostly lead to injury or sickness, it is not clear
why exactly whales beach themselves in groups.
Some whales follow schooling fish or prey into shallow waters, that causes the
whales to be disoriented, as a result of that they get stranded.
Some whales panic from being trapped by a predator such as killer whales or
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sharks.
Whales could be drawn to land by prey-rich currents.
The shape of the coastline and the beach could also have a role to play.
For instance, if the beach has gently-sloping shorelines, whales that are dependent
on echolocation for navigation can be deceived.

Pandemics to emerge more often in the future - IPBES Report
In a report released by the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem (IPBES), the authors have warned that future
pandemics will emerge more often and spread more rapidly, do more damage to the
world and kill more people than COVID-19, unless preventive measures are taken.
Highlights:
The report states that COVID-19 is at least the sixth pandemic to have taken place
in the last century since the Great Influenza Pandemic of 1918. Three of the
pandemics were caused by influenza viruses, which include HIV, SARS, and
COVID-19.
The current pandemic's origins lie in microbes carried by animals. Like all
pandemics, its emergence has been entirely by human activities.
Over 1.7 million currently 'undiscovered' viruses exist in mammals and birds, out
of which up to 827,000 could have the ability to infect people.
More than 70% of emerging diseases, such as Ebola, Zika, and Nipah, are caused
by microbes found in animals that spill over due to contact among wildlife,
livestock, and people.
About 30% of emerging infectious diseases are attributed to land-use change,
agricultural expansion, and urbanization.
The report suggests that pandemic risk can be lowered by reducing the human
activities that drive biodiversity loss by more significant conservation of protected
areas and measures that mitigate unsustainable exploitation of high biodiversity
regions.
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
(IPBES):
It is an intergovernmental organization established to improve the interface
between science and policy on biodiversity and ecosystem services issues. It is set
by the United Nations formed in 2012. It functions independently. And it is
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headquartered in Bonn, Germany.

Annual Resolution of India on Counter-Terror
India's annual resolution on counter-terrorism was adopted by consensus in the First
Committee of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) recently.
Highlights:
Resolution of India - Measures to prevent terrorists from acquiring weapons of
mass destruction was co-partnered by 75 countries & more, adopted by consensus
without a vote.
India is a victim of state-sponsored cross-border terrorism, has been at the forefront
in highlighting the severe threat to international peace and security emanating from
the acquisition of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) by terrorist groups.
Resolution of India predates the adoption of resolution 1540 by the Security
Council (UNSC).
In the resolution of the year 2004, the United Nations Security Council (UNSC)
took a decision to make the States refrain from providing any form of support to
non-State actors that attempt to develop, manufacture, possess, transport, acquire,
chemical or biological weapons, transfer or use nuclear and their delivery, in
particular for terrorist purposes.
The UN has not agreed on a CCIT - Comprehensive Convention on International
Terrorism yet.
In 1996, to provide a comprehensible legal framework to counter-terrorism, India
proposed the UNGA adopting the CCIT
CCIT (Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism) seeks a universal
definition of terrorism, prosecution of terrorists under special laws, making crossborder terrorism an extraditable offence worldwide.
United Nations General Assembly(UNGA):
UNGA is one of theUnited Nations's six principal organs, serving as the prominent
policy-making, and representative organ of the United Nations (UN). In 1945 UN
(international organization) was founded. It is presently made up of 193 Member
States.

Kartarpur corridor issue between India and Pakistan
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India condemned Pakistan's decision to transfer the management of the Kartarpur
Sahib gurudwara from a Sikh body to a separate trust, saying it runs against the
religious sentiments of the Sikh community.
Highlights:
While China strongly condemned India's move to abrogate Article 370 and the
grant of UT's status to Jammu and Kashmir, it has turned a blind eye to Pakistan's
motion to grant province status to Gilgit-Baltistan.
China's support for Pakistan on the issue of Kashmir is motivated by a desire to
perpetuate its illegal territorial occupation in the trans-Karakoram Shaksgam Tract
of Kashmir.
The Shaksgam Valley in the trans-Karakoram tract, part of PoK, was handed over
by Pakistan to China through an illegal border agreement in 1963.
This has allowed China to claim the whole of Aksai Chin in which it had no
historical presence.
China occupies 5,180 square kilometres in the Shaksgam Valley and
approximately 38,000 square kilometres in Aksai Chin. China and Pakistan have
been trying to promote the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), which runs
through parts of Indian territory under their respective occupation.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Mansar Lake project attracts 20 lakh tourists every year
In the view of increasing tourism, Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of Development
of North Eastern Region, inaugurated the Mansar Lake Development Plan in J & K
(Jammu and Kashmir).
Highlights:
The project is to attract almost 20 lakh tourists every year & create employment for
1.15 crore person-days with an income output of 800 crore/year.
The day is a historic day for the people of Mansar Region, as the Mansar Lake
Development Plan is getting completed after a long wait of 70 years.
The recent developments in Jammu and Kashmir region had received the highest
priority in development, particularly the Udhampur-Doda-Kathua parliamentary
constituency.
The numbers of national projects initiated in the region during the last 6 years are
greater than the number of projects initiated in the earlier 7 decades.
ShahpurKandi Irrigation Projects which were revived after four decades and the
Ujh multipurpose project, which has also been revived after over 5 decades, the
region has seen many such projects in the last six years.
The world's highest railway bridge coming up in Reasi.
Mansar is of importance from pilgrimage as well heritage point of view beyond
being the most scenic attraction due to vast Mansar Lake and its flora and fauna.
7% of the region's GDP is contributed by tourism, but the novel coronavirus has
impacted the sector.
Centre has given 706 crores for the tourism sector, and the multi-pronged approach
is being adopted to bring Jammu and Kashmir as one of the most preferred tourist
destinations in the World Map.

PM inaugurates to & fro Sea-plane Service between Kevadia and Sabarmati
Riverfront in Ahmedabad
Prime Minister Modi inaugurated Water Aerodrome at Kevadia and the Sea-plane
Service connecting Statue of Unity in Kevadia with Sabarmati Riverfront in
Ahmedabad.
Highlights:
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Prime Minister inaugurated Water Aerodrome in Sabarmati Riverfront in
Ahmedabad & the SeaPlane Service from Sabarmati Riverfront to Kevadia.
Theinaugurated Aerodrome is part of a series of Water Aerodromes being planned
to bring the last mile connectivity.
Seaplanes have the capacity to land and take-off from water thus offering access to
areas that do not have landing strips or runways.
It may help in connecting the regions that have challenges owing to its topography
& bring the remotest parts of our country into the mainstream aviation network
without the high cost of building airports & runways.
These smaller fixed-wing aeroplanes can land on lakes, backwaters and dams,
gravel and grass, thus allows easy access to numerous tourist spots as well.

File FIRs for cybercrime
The Union Ministry of Home Affairs, to all States, to examine & register FIRs
based on the complaints received on the National Cybercrime Reporting Portal,
www.cybercrime.gov.in.
Highlights:
By the data available with the Home Ministry, only 2.5% of total complaints
registered on the portal are converted into FIRs - First Information Reports.
The Ministry aims to raise a group of cybercrime volunteers to flag unlawful
content on the Internet.
The unlawful content is distinguished as a content against the sovereignty &
integrity of India, against the defence of India, against the security of the state,
content aimed at disturbing public order, against friendly relations with foreign
states, disturbing communal harmony and child sex abuse material.
The portal for the cybercrime was launched on August 30, 2019, to help people
report all kinds of cybercrimes on a centralised platform.
Since its launch in 2019, the portal has received over 2 lakh complaints, but FIRs
have been registered only in 5,000 cases.
By the data of NCRB - National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), the number of
registered cybercrimes increased by 63.5% in 2019 when comparing with the
previous years
The portal has started a helpline only for victims of financial cyber fraud in Delhi.
Upon receiving the complaint, the designated police officer after verifying the
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matter will report to the bank and financial intermediary or payment wallet for
blocking the money involved in the cyberfraud.

Gilgit-Baltistan a part of India, says MEA
Stating that it is intended to camouflage the illegal occupation of the region by
Islamabad, India criticized Pakistan for its attempt to accord provincial status to the
so-called Gilgit-Baltistan.
Highlights:
Ministry of external affairs (MEA) spokesperson made it clear that India strongly
rejects the attempt done by Pakistan to bring changes to a part of the territory of
India which is under Islamabad's illegal & forcible occupation and asked Pakistan
to immediately vacate such areas.
Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir (J and K) and Ladakh, including the area
called 'Gilgit-Baltistan', are an integral part of India legally complete & irrevocable
accession of J and K to India in 1947,
MEA also highlighted that Government of Pakistan had no locus standi on
territories "illegally and forcibly" occupied by it & that the latest move would not
be able to hide the "grave" human rights violations in these Pakistan-occupied
territories.
Pakistan has announced holding elections for the legislative assembly of GilgitBaltistan by this month.
Earlier this year, the Pakistan Supreme Court allowed Islamabad to conduct
general elections in the region.
The Gilgit-Baltistan Order of 2018 provided for administrative changes, including
authorising the Prime Minister of Pakistan to legislate on an array of subjects.

Dept of Posts releases special cover to commemorate Golden Jubilee of DST
Central Minister for Science & Technology, Health & Family Welfare and Earth
Sciences, Dr Harsh Vardhan and Minister of State for Posts, Education and
Electronics & IT, Shri Sanjay Dhotre released the Special Covers commemorating
the Golden Jubilee of Department of Science &Technology (DST) on November 2,
2020.
Highlights:
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Dr Harsh Vardhan congratulated DST saying that scientists have proved their
mettle in all fields of science at the international level.
He revealed that India has international collaboration with over 80 countries in
various scientific areas as on today.
MoS for Posts Sanjay Dhotre applauded the achievements of the DST and said, the
Department of Posts feels proud in providing Special Cover for the DST
highlighting its immense achievements.
He said Indian scientists have contributed a lion's share in country's development.

CM of Assam lays foundation stone of Indo-Israeli Centre of Excellence
Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal laid the foundation stone of IndoIsraeli Centre of Excellence for Vegetables Protected Cultivation near Guwahati
with Israeli Ambassador Dr Ron Malka on November 2, 2020.
Highlights:
Rs. 10.33-crore project is to bolster the agricultural activities in the state by giving
exposure to the latest Israeli technologies.
Centre of Excellence would provide a major boost to agricultural and horticultural
production in Assam, that it would be an extra value added to the government's
efforts to double farmers' income.
The close bond of friendship between India and Israel in recent years and said that
India and Israel is a perfect match where both countries complement each other.
He said, even in the fight against COVID-19 pandemic, both India and Israel
fought together.

Mission Sagar II launched by GoI to assist island nations
India launched Mission Sagar in May 2020 to assist island nations in the Eastern
Indian Ocean. Mission Sagar was launched as a part of the government's outreach
initiative towards five Island nations in the Indian Ocean amidst the ongoing
COVID-19. Now, India launched Mission Sagar II
Mission Sagar II:
By Mission Sagar II, the Government of India is assisting Sudan to overcome
natural calamities and the COVID-19 pandemic. Indian Naval Ship Airavat is
carrying a consignment of 100 tonnes of food aid for the people of Sudan. Apart
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from Sudan, the countries of South Sudan, Eritrea and Djibouti will also be
provided assistance. Mission Sagar-II is in line with the PM's vision of Security and
Growth for All in the Region SAGAR' and also highlights the importance accorded
by India to relations with her maritime neighbours and further strengthens the
existing bond.
Mission Sagar:
Indian Naval Ship (INS) Kesari has departed for Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles,
Madagascar & Comoros, to provide food Items, COVID-related medicines
including HCQ tablets and Ayurvedic medicines with medical assistance teams.
INS Kesari might enter the Port of Male in the Republic of Maldives, to give them
with 600 tons of food provisions. Maldives and India are close maritime neighbours
with strong and cordial defence and diplomatic relations.
The mission is in line with India's role as the 1st responder in the region & builds
on the relations existing between these countries to battle the COVID pandemic &
its resultant difficulties, said the Ministry of Defence. The operation was progressed
in close coordination with the Ministries of Defence and External Affairs, and other
agencies of the Government of India.

Defence Minister chairs Ambassadors Round-table Conference on Aero India
2021
Union Defence Minister chairs Ambassadors' Round-table Conference on Aero
India 2021 virtually. Media Registration for Aero India 2021 begins.
Highlights:
Aero India exhibition is arranged every alternate year and is a major exhibition for
the aerospace & defence industries with a public air show.
Aero India exhibition enables industry professionals to get market insights,
announce new developments & gain media coverage. Aero India offers a special
platform to the international aviation sector to bolster business.
This Aero India 2021 is the 13th edition of Aero India being organized at
Bengaluru, Karnataka in February 2021.
Aero India provides an opportunity to demonstrate products to potential customers
and investors. Aero India shows are organized by the Department of Defence
Production, Defence Ministry.
The theme of Aero India 2021 is The runway to a billion opportunities'.
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DARPG introduces Initiatives for good and vigilant governance
The DARPG (Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances) has
come up with many new initiatives for good & vigilant governance on the final day
of the Vigilance Awareness Week 2020.
Highlights:
Ideas Box on Good Governance Practices was launched & being operated both on
the DARPG as well as on the MyGov platform.
Best Practices in e-governance have been launched.
Round table discussion on Satark Bharat, Samriddh Bharat (Vigilant India,
Prosperous India) was held. It focused on issues of preventive vigilance in the
pursuit of Naitik Bharat (Ethical India) which includes ethics training in public
services, a social audit of ethical practices, development of measurable metrics for
corruption and disproportionately high impact of corruption on governance.
The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) observes the Week annually during the
week in which the birthday of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel (31st October) falls.
It affirms India's commitment to the promotion of integrity and probity in public
life through citizen participation and reiterates Government's resolve to continue
the crusade against corruption.
The theme for 2020 - In 2020, it was observed from 27th October to 2nd
November with the theme of Satark Bharat, Samriddh Bharat.

Startups led by women win COVID-19 Shri Shakti Challenge
Startups led by 6 women have won COVID-19 Shri Shakti Challenge launched in
April 2020, organized by MyGov in collaboration with UN Women.
Highlights:
The main objective is to support, encourage and involve women-led startups to
come up with innovative solutions which can help in the fight against COVID19 or
solve problems that impact a large number of women.
This was a special challenge hosted on the Innovate platform of MyGov which
called for applications from startups led by women as well as startups who have
solutions that address problems faced by a larger number of women.
The Challenge happened in two stages: Ideation stage and Proof of Concept (POC)
Stage.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(November 2 - November 8, 2020)

It received an overwhelming response with a total of 1265 entries, from across the
nation.
After a thorough screening, 25 startups were shortlisted for presentations to the
Jury.
All the 25 selected startups presented their solutions to the Jury that evaluated the
solutions proposed by the startups on the specified parameters that included
innovation, usability, relevance & impact of their idea on the society and after
thorough review 11 finalists were chosen for the next stage.
All the 11 selected startups were provided prize money of INR 75000 each to
further develop their ideas.
After giving time to the 11 Startups to develop the solutions, the final presentations
were again made to the Jury on 27th Oct 2020.
The jury selected the top 3 winners, and in view of the high quality of solutions
presented decided 3 additional entries as 'Promising Solutions'.
The announced reward of Rs 5 lakhs for the top 3 winners, UN Women was
generous enough to agree to reward Rs 2 lakhs each to the 3 startups chosen for
their promising solutions.
The Top 3 winners are Dr P Gayatri, Hela Romita Ghosh and
DrAnjanaRamkumar&DrAnushkaAshokan.
Top 3 Startups identified asPromisingSolutions'areVasanthi Palanivel, Shivi Jaya
Parashar and AnkitaParashar.
MyGov congratulated the winners of Shri Shakti Challenge and hope that the
solutions developed by them mature into full-blown products, and can scale up into
robust solutions that help in our fight against COVID19, and of course, also help
address challenges facing women.

New land laws in J & K
Government notifies new Land rules that allow any Indian citizen to buy land in
Jammu & Kashmir. Indian citizens can now buy land in J and K (Jammu and
Kashmir).
Highlights:
Union government notified new land laws for Jammu and Kashmir, ending the
abrogated Article 370 and presently, common people and investors outside Jammu
& Kashmir can purchase land in the region of J and K.
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This notification ended the exclusive rights of locals of Jammu and Kashmir over
the land granted under Article 370.
The new Jammu and Kashmir Development Act rejected the being a permanent
resident of the State' as criteria to purchase land.
The Centre soon going to notify land laws separately for the Ladakh Union
Territory.
The Jammu and Kashmir Land Revenue Act, Samvat, 1996 -only agriculturists of
the region can buy agriculture land, and no exchange, sale, gift and mortgage shall
be valid by a non-agriculturist.
The MHA - Ministry of Home Affairs introduced the UT of J&K Reorganization,
Adaption of Central Laws, Third Order, 2020 resulted in the repeal of 26 state laws.
This included the J&K Big Landed Estates Abolition Act which resulted in the
Land of tiller rights'.
The newly notified law ended the right of permanent residents over land.

Centre identifies 15 states for Fortification of Rice and its distribution through
PDS
Fifteen states have been identified for implementing Centrally Sponsored Pilot
Scheme on Fortification of Rice & its distribution through PDS (Public Distribution
System). The Pilot Scheme has been approved for three years, beginning
2019-2020, with a total budget outlay of Rs.174.6 Crore. 15 State Governments
have identified their respective districts for implementing the Pilot Scheme.
Highlights:
In this review meeting of an existing pilot scheme which aims to distribute
fortified rice in 15 districts, it was decided that to fight chronic anaemia and
undernutrition, the government is making policies to distribute fortified rice
through the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) and Mid Day Meal
Schemes across India from the year 2021, with particular focus on Aspirational
districts.
Fortification of rice is deliberately increasing the content of essential
micronutrients, i.e., vitamins and minerals (including trace elements) in a portion of
food, which will increase the nutritional quality of the food supply & provide a
public health benefit with minimal health
risk.
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Regular milled rice is low in micronutrients & serves primarily as a source of
carbohydrate only.
The fortification of rice is a significant possibility to increase nutrition. Fortified
rice will contain Vitamin A, Vitamin B1, Vitamin B12, Folic Acid, Iron, and Zinc.
Procedure for fortification: The concentration of just one micronutrient might be
increased in a single food (e.g., the iodization of salt), or, there might be a whole
range of foodmicronutrient combinations.
In October 2016, FSSAI - Food Safety and Standards Authority Of India
operationalized the Food Safety and Standards (Fortification of Foods) Regulations,
2016 for fortifying staples, namely Wheat Flour and Rice, Milk and Edible Oil and
Double Fortified Salt to reduce the high burden of micronutrient malnutrition in
India.
I ndia's National Nutritional strategy, 2017, had listed food fortification as one of
the interventions to address deficiencies like anaemia, vitamin A and iodine
deficiencies apart from supplementation and dietary diversification.
Fortified Rice Kernels
Fortifying rice is done by grinding broken rice into powder and mixing that powder
with nutrients, and then shaping into rice-like kernels using an extrusion process.
Then these fortified kernels are mixed with regular rice in a ratio ranging from 1:50
to 1:200.
Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS)
ICDS was launched on October 2, 1975. The Integrated Child Development
Services Scheme offers a package of six services (Supplementary Nutrition,
Immunization, Health check-up, Pre-school non-formal education, nutrition &
health education, and Referral services) to children in the age of 0-6 years, pregnant
women, and lactating mothers.
Mid-day Meal Scheme
The scheme was launched in 1995. It ensures that every child within the age group
of six to fourteen years studying in classes I to VIII who enrols and attends the
school shall be provided with a hot cooked meal, free of charge every working day.
The Mid Day Meal Scheme is under the Department of School Education and
Literacy.
Aspirational Districts
The programme was launched in January 2018 to expeditiously improve the socio-
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economic status of 117 districts through cooperative and competitive federalism.
This programme aims to rapidly transform districts showing relatively less progress
in key social areas.

Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive PRASHAD
Union Minister of State for Tourism & Culture inaugurated the "Tourist Facilitation
Centre" facility on November 04, 2020, at Guruvayur, Kerala, constructed under
PRASHAD Scheme. The 'National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and
Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive' (PRASHAD) was launched by the
Tourism Ministry in 2014-15 to develop integrated development of identified
pilgrimage and heritage destinations.
Objectives:
To rejuvenate important national/ global pilgrimage destinations and to Enhance
tourism attractiveness of identified pilgrimage destinations and heritage cities.
To follow community-based development through the 'Pro-Poor' tourism concept
and 'responsible tourism' concepts. Assurance of active involvement of local
communities through employment generation
To create awareness among the local communities about the importance of tourism
and increase income sources, improved living standards, and overall development
of the area.
Promote heritage in heritage structures, especially under integrated tourism
development of heritage city, local arts, culture, handicrafts, cuisine, etc., to
generate livelihood in the identified places.
Strengthen the mechanism for bridging the infrastructural gaps at identified
pilgrimage destinations and throughout heritage cities.
Swadesh Darshan is one of the Ministry of Tourism's flagship schemes for the
development of thematic circuits in the country in a planned and prioritized
manner.
The Scheme is 100% centrally funded, and efforts are made to achieve
convergence with other Central and State Governments schemes and leverage the
voluntary funding available for Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives of
Central Public Sector Undertakings and Corporate Sector.
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Cabinet approves Rs.1810.56 crore for Luhri Stage-I Hydro Power Project
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by PM has approved
Rs.1810.56 crore for 210 MW Luhri Stage-I Hydro Electric Project located on river
Sutlej which is situated in Shimla &Kullu districts of Himachal Pradesh.
Highlights:
This Hydro Power project will generate 758.20 million units of electricity
annually.
This project is being implemented by Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam Limited (SJVNL)
on Build-Own-Operate-Maintain (BOOM) basis with active support from India's
and State Government.
The MoU of this project was signed with the Govt. of Himachal Pradesh during
Rising Himachal, Global Investor Meet.
The government of India is also supporting this project by providing grants of Rs.
66.19 crore for enabling infrastructure, which has helped in reducing power tariff.
The Luhri Stage-I Hydro Electric Project shall be commissioned within 62 months.
The power generated from the project will provide Grid stability and improve the
power supply position.
The project would also reduce 6.1 lakh Tons of carbon dioxide from the
environment annually, thus contributing to an improvement in air quality.
The project's construction activities will result in direct & indirect employment to
around 2000 persons and contribute to the overall socio-economic development of
the state.
Himachal Pradesh will benefit with free power worth around Rs. 1140 crore from
Luhri Stage-I Hydro Electric Project, during Project Life Cycle of 40 years.
The Project Affected Families will be provided with 100 units of free electricity
per month for ten years.
SJVN has forayed into the fields of Renewable Energy, Power Transmission, and
Thermal power generation.
SJVNL has envisaged Internal Growth Targets of total installed capacity from all
sources of 5000 MW by 2023, 12000 MW by 2030, and 25000 MW by the year
2040.

Three initiatives of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
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The minister of State (Independent Charge) for Ministry of Housing & Urban
Affairs launched three initiatives: the Nurturing Neighborhoods Challenge, the
Data Maturity Assessment Framework, and an online training programme for City
Data Officers (CDOs) during an event.
Highlights:
The Nurturing Neighborhoods Challenge:
It is a 3-year initiative that will support cities developing, pilot, and scale solutions
that enhance the quality of life of young children, their caregivers, and families in
the public realm. The challenge is conducted with the support of the Bernard van
Leer Foundation, Netherlands, with the technical backing from WRI India. Through
the challenge, selected cities will receive technical assistance and capacity- building
to reimagine parks and open spaces; improve access to early childhood facilities;
adapt public spaces with early childhood-oriented amenities; The challenge will be
open to all Smart Cities, other cities with more than five lakh population, and
capitals of States and UTs.
The Data Maturity Assessment Framework (DMAF):
DMAF cycle-2 will support cities in creating a 'culture of data' under the DataSmart Cities initiative of the smart cities Mission. This framework's core objective
is to enable cities to assess their data maturity concerning a standardized framework
covering aspects of enabling policies, governance structures, data management,
capacity building, and stakeholder engagement at the city level. This is expected to
play an enabling role in democratizing the data culture for open- innovation,
collaboration, co-creation, and academic research. The assessment for this cycle has
been expanded to include cities other than Smart Cities.
The CDO Training Programme:
MoHUA has partnered with Tata Trusts to launch a six-week guided e-learning
course called 'Enabling Data-Driven Decision Making in Urban Local Bodies.'
Specially designed for City Data Officers (CDOs) appointed in the 100 Smart
Cities, this practice-based digital course will expose CDOs to basic and advanced
data collection tools, analysis, and visualization. CDOs will also understand
practical data-driven governance principles and show how to create actionable data
policy frameworks using a use-case approach to enable practical learning and
application.
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Digital Exhibits on Mahatma Gandhi at Gandhi Darshan
Union Minister for Science & Technology Dr Harsh Vardhan and, Minister of State
for Culture (Independent Charge) Shri Prahlad Singh Patel inaugurated the
360-degree video-immersive experience of the circular dome & Digital Exhibits
about Mahatma Gandhi launched at Gandhi Darshan, Rajghat, in New Delhi on
November 06, 2020.
Highlights:
Digital Exhibition was part of the two-year-long commemoration of the 150th
Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.
Gandhian philosophy touches all aspects of life. Mahatma Gandhi always stressed
sustainable development. The youth were called to imbibe Gandhiji's teachings to
create a better and just society.
Virtual Reality & Augmented Reality are two technology tools that could be used
to disseminate the message of Gandhiji to the Indian youth and thus proposed
setting up of a 360 video-immersive experience based on the Mahatma Gandhi's
life in a circular dome at Gandhi Darshan as part of the conclusion of the
commemoration.
Four films on the Mahatma Gandhi' life, both Hindi and English versions were
combined, and a complete film was made. The films are Freedom from Fear,Mohan
to Mahatma, The Last Phase, and Gandhi Forever.
After completing testing, calibration, and fine-tuning for public viewing, the films
have been integrated with the dome installed at Gandhi Darshan, Rajghat.
Addition to the dome experience, DST, through Vigyan Prasar, an Autonomous
Institute under the Department, took up Digital Exhibits on Mahatma Gandhi.
These are displayed at 17 locations throughout the country - 15 museums under the
National Council of Science Museums (NCSM) and two at Gandhi Darshan and
Gandhi Smriti, New Delhi.
These exhibits present the life and thoughts of Mahatma Gandhi through various
digital means with funding from the Ministry of Culture.
The content used for the digital and virtual display/ exhibits has been created under
the supervision of GSDS under the Ministry of Culture.

Centre of Excellence to be set up at IIT Kharagpur

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(November 2 - November 8, 2020)

Central Minister of Education announced the Centre of Excellence for Indian
Knowledge System to be set up at IIT Kharagpur, and also Inaugurated the
international webinar titled Bharata Tirtha organized by the Institute from
November 06 to 08, 2020.
Highlights:
Education through the mother tongue, along with the rejuvenation of Sanskrit, will
ease the educational process for India's diverse people and draw from the rich
scholarly heritage of India.
Initiatives such as Study in India, GIAN, GIAN+, and other funded research
programs could be the right resources to spread education and knowledge to the
global students and researchers community.
Our responsibility is to equip the Indian Knowledge System with Indian ethos and
values and pursue excellence in every chosen field.
The necessity to acknowledge and incentivize research work was expressed on
Indian Scientific Heritage by awarding the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize. "Shanti
Swarup Bhatnagar Prize is a dream goal for science and technology researchers in
India.
The three-day webinar will witness talks by international stalwarts pioneering in
Indic studies, including Arthashastra (Economics), Sanskrit for Natural Language
Processing, Vedic and Ancient Indian Mathematics - Numeral System, Bijaganita
and Jyamiti, Rasayana (Chemical Sciences), Ayurveda (Biological Sciences), Jyotirtatha Mahajagatika Vidya (Positional and Astronomical Sciences), Prakriti Vidya
(Terrestrial/ Material Sciences/ Ecology and Atmospheric Sciences) and Nandana
Tathya tatha Vastu Vidya (Archaeology, Iconography, and Architecture).

GoI plans to approve Metro Neo
The Government of India is planning to approve national standard specifications
and rules for Metro Neo targeted at tier 2 & tier 3 cities.Metro Neois a no-frills, lowcost urban rail transit system.
Highlights:
This Metro Neo is a mass rapid transit system that provides low-cost, energyefficient, & eco-friendly transport solutions of urban for tier 2 and tier 3 cities.
Metro Neo will draw traction power from overhead wires. So, Metro Neo will not
run on track but road.
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This Metro opts for traffic demand places where there are 8,000 passengers or
above one way in peak time.
These Metro systems are smaller and lighter than conventional Metro trains.
Metro Neo costs about 25% of conventional systems but will have similar
facilities, and are cheaper than the other budget option Metrolite, which costs about
40% of the normal Metro.
The Maharashtra government has already given a green signal for this state-of-theart Mass Rapid Transit System (MRTS) for Nashik.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Recent Study on Asteroid 16 Psyche
A recent study at NASA (National Aeronautics and Space Administration) has
found out that asteroid 16 Psyche, that orbits between Mars and Jupiter, could be
made entirely of metal and is worth an estimated 10,000 quadrillion US dollars
Highlights:
Asteroid 16 Psyche is located 370 million kilometres from earth found between
Mars and Jupiter and Psyche has a diameter of 140 miles.
Unlike other asteroids that are made up of rocks or ice, Psyche is a dense &
metallic object might be the core of an earlier planet that failed in its formation.
The recent study through the Hubble Space Telescope and ultraviolet observation
gives a clearer picture of Psyche's composition.
Hubble Space Telescope was launched into LEO - low Earth orbit in 1990 and
remains in operation.
Psyche could be a special asteroid composed of iron(Fe) and nickel(Ni) almost
completely which is similar to earth's core. The iron would be worth more than ten
thousand quadrillion US dollars.
Psyche reflected ultraviolet (UV) light was the same as the way iron reflects
sunlight.
Psyche mission by NASA:
The primary goal of the Psyche mission is to be launching it in 2022 to study this
asteroid completely and confirm the assumptions being noted by the scientists.This
mission will be the 1st mission to investigate this metallic asteroid.Psyche
spacecraft will land on the asteroid in early 2026. As the composition of Psyche is
very similar to earth's own core, its study will also give an insight to earth's violent
history of collisions and accretion that created it.

India gets eligibility to access COVID-19 vaccines through COVAX facility
India is one of the 92 countries that are eligible to access COVID-19 vaccines
through GAVI's COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC), a donorsupported mechanism that will help cover part of the cost of vaccines to ensure that
all countries can access them. Discussions about the terms of India's potential
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participation in the AMC are ongoing.
Highlights:
The COVAX facility seeks to fasten the development and production of
coronavirus vaccines through pooling in resources from the 92 member countries.
The COVAX facility then ensures that it is equitably distributed among the
member countries.
COVAX is led by the WHO - World Health Organization, the Coalition for
Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) and GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance.
COVAX supports research and development (R & D) of new vaccines by investing
in them & negotiating prices with pharmaceutical companies.
The aim of COVAX is to have 2 billion doses to distribute by the end of 2021, that
should be enough to help countries vaccinate 20% of their populations and end the
acute phase of the pandemic.
Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations:
The CEPI - Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations is a global partnership
between public, private, philanthropic, & civil society organisations to develop
vaccines so that to stop future epidemics. CEPI was launched in Davos in 2017.
GAVI Alliance:
GAVI Alliance - a global health partnership of public & private organizations
dedicated to creating equal access to new & underused vaccines for children living
in the world's poorest countries.GAVI's strategy supports its mission to save
children's lives and protect people's health by increasing access to immunisation in
poor countries. Its partners provide funding for vaccines and intellectual resources
for care advancement.

Water on the Moon: a discovery
In Nature Astronomy, two of the reports predicted that there are huge implications
for sustaining humans on the Moon in the future. One of the reports states that the
detection of water on the sunlit surface of the moon for the first time. The second
report other potentially contain ice, are more widespread.
Highlights:
The Moon is Earth's only natural satellite and the fifth largest moon in the solar
system. The presence of the moon helps stabilize our planet's wobble (movement
side to side), which helps stabilize our climate.
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The Moon's distance from Earth is about 240,000 miles. The Moon has a very thin
atmosphere called an exosphere. It is not breathable. The Moon's entire surface is
cratered and pitted from impacts.
The Earth and Moon are tidally-locked. Their rotations are so in sync we only see
one side of the Moon all the time. Human's didn't see the lunar far side until a
Soviet spacecraft flew past in 1959.
So the moon has two sides to it, one the sunlit surface and other the dark surface.
It was Chandrayan I of ISRO which first detected the water molecules on the
moon. But that was not confirmed whether it was H2O molecules or hydroxyl (OH)
molecules.
Recently SOFIA telescope with its latest technology confirmed the H2O molecules
in the brighter side.
It has been predicted that water might have got settled into tiny bead-like structures
which were created in the soil by impacts of space rocks or water might have got
hidden in lunar soil.
Water in the moon:
Water in the moon can be formed due to some of the following ways - Space rocks
carrying little amounts of water could have bombarded the Moon or the Sun's solar
wind could have carried hydrogen, which then reacted with minerals in the lunar
soil to create hydroxyl, which later transformed into water.
SOFIA telescope:
Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared Astronomy - SOFIA is a Boeing 747SP
aircraft modified to carry a 2.7-meter (106-inch) reflecting telescope. It flies at
around 45,000 ft to put it above 99 percent of Earth's infrared (IR) - blocking
atmosphere, allowing astronomers to study the solar system and beyond in ways
that are not possible with ground-based telescopes. It is designed to observe the
infrared universe.

Traffic cops of Space
Skylark would be the 1st dedicated satellite constellation witnessing at managing
the situation in space such as threats of collisions, congestion, and addressing space
traffic management.
Highlights:
Sputnik 1 was the 1st human-made object to orbit the Earth. The launch of Sputnik
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1 created new opportunities in space. Sputnik 1 has added 29,000 objects as debris
(larger than 10 cm in diameter) with the 2,500-plus active satellites in space.
Several space missions have contributed to the build-up of debris & artificial space
objects are only expected to grow. Many 'space junk' can reach a speed of nearly
29,000 kilometres/hour.
By the view of NASA, because of the amount of debris in low Earth orbit (LEO) &
the speed of its movement, current, future space-based services, explorations, &
operations pose a safety risk to people & property in space and also on Earth.
North Star plans to provide safe and sustainable solutions through its Skylark
satellite constellation designed specifically for Space Situational Awareness (SSA).
North Star Earth & Space is a Canada-based space company which made headlines
for its efforts to address the threat of debris, which has increased in recent years.
The system works on algorithms of North Star to provide space traffic data &
collision avoidance navigation services. Space Situational Awareness (SSA) tracks
natural and artificial objects in the orbit around the Earth, and predicts where the
objects are going to be at any given time.
Each satellite weighs about 200 kilograms and is equipped with a 60-centimetre
long sensor. The set of three satellites form a spiral, so the constellation will have
four spirals with different orbits, all of which will be circular and polar at about 575
kilometres from the Earth's surface in the low Earth orbit (LEO).
The constellation of 12 satellites would be equipped with optical sensors to
monitor space objects including active and inactive satellites and debris that could
pose a threat this is intended at helping in the management of space traffic in a safe
and sustainable way.

Satellites to detect drug cultivation in Odisha
OSAC - (Odisha Space Application Centre) has proposed to help law enforcement
agencies detect illicit cannabis cultivation using remote sensing & artificial
intelligence technologies.
Highlights:
The proposal - high-resolution satellite imagery may be used for detecting
cultivation of hemp (a variety of cannabis).
Apart from developing mobile-based applications (mobile app) for field-level
officials, OSAC has also proposed to make a mechanism for citizen reporting
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through a mobile app
The state of Odisha is one of the leading cannabis-producing states in the country
of India.
Cannabis is grown in forest regions of Boudh, Rayagada, Gajapati, Malkangiri,
Sambalpur, Deogarh, Kandhamal, Nayagarh and Angul and districts.
Although law enforcement agencies have intensified their raids, it is difficult to
trace the cultivation on a real-time basis.

Water bears - UV radiation
The Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, has found that Water bears found in
Bangalore have a protective fluorescent shield which helps it survive harmful UV
(ultraviolet) radiation.
Highlights:
The tiny eight-legged animals have survived all five mass extinctions, endure
temperatures above 150C and lower than -200C, and have been on earth for half a
billion years.
The tardigrade species, Paramacrobiotus Bengaluru, has a protective fluorescent
shield that aids it to survive harmful ultraviolet (UV) radiation.
The study found this specific Paramacrobiotus Bengaluru strain survived beyond
one month after 15 minutes of exposure to germicidal Ultraviolet (UV) radiation.
Paramacrobiotus Bengaluru could have probably evolved this fluorescence
mechanism to counter the high Ultraviolet radiation of tropical southern India.
In a cryptobiotic state, tardigrades can lasts radiation, extreme pressure, heat, and
cold, including temperatures near absolute zero.
Cryptobiosis/anabiosis is a metabolic state of life entered by an organism in
response to adverse environmental conditions such as desiccation, freezing, and
oxygen deficiency. In this state, all measurable metabolic processes stop,
preventing reproduction, development, and repair.
Synthetic proteins from Tardigrades could be used to preserve organs needed for
transplants, potentially keeping organs viable for longer than is possible by storing
them on ice. They can help technicians working in nuclear power plants to guard
against radiation. They can help astronauts to survive on long space flights and save
them from radiation.
Ultraviolet rays:
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Ultraviolet is a form of electromagnetic radiation with a wavelength from 10 to 400
nanometer. UV radiation is present in sunlight, and constitutes about 10% of the
total electromagnetic radiation output from the Sun. Fluorescence is the emission of
light by a substance that has absorbed light or other electromagnetic radiation. (It is
a form of luminescence).
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ENVIRONMENT
ZSI Conducts Study on Habitat loss of Himalayan Brown Bear
The scientists of the ZSI - Zoological Survey of India conducted a study on the
Himalayan brown bear (Ursus arctos isabellinus) has analyzed a significant
reduction in suitable habitat and biological corridors of the Himalayan brown bear.
Highlights:
The study named Adaptive spatial planning of protected area networks for
conserving the Himalayan brown bear' was done in the western Himalayas. It has
noted that the decline of about 73% of the bear's habitat by the year 2050.
The western Himalayas where the brown bear population is distributed is most
vulnerable to global warming, and climate change as this elevation belt is getting
warmer much faster than other elevation belts of Himalayas.
To keep an eye on this, scientists have recommended preemptive spatial planning
of PAs in the Himalayan region for the species' long-term viability. The spatial
planning of PAs is focused on minimizing the uncertainty and risk of climate
change.
Spatial Planning is an activity focusing on making decisions relating to land use
activities' location and distribution. It allows the monitoring of changes, both in
climate and socio-economic situations.
Himalayan Brown Bear:
Himalayan Brown Bear ranges in the area of North-western and central Himalayas,
including India, Nepal, Pakistan, Bhutan and the Tibetan Autonomous Region of
China. The Habitat of the bear is High altitude open valleys and pastures. IUCN
Status of the bear is Red List- Critically endangered. It is under Schedule 1 of the
Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972. Threats to the bear are Human-animal
conflict, rapid habitat loss, poaching for fur, claws, and organs, and, in some rare
cases, bear-baiting.

High Ammonia concentration in River Yamuna
In the last week of October 2020, River Yamuna experienced high levels of
ammonia concentration. The levels of ammonia went more than 6 times of the
accepted levels. Ammonia levels had reached 3 parts per million (ppm) in raw
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Yamuna water. The acceptable level of ammonia is 0.5 ppm.
Highlights:
Yamuna river is the largest tributary of Ganga river that originates near Yamunotri
glacier in western Uttarakhand.
Near Dehradun, the Yamuna is joined by its biggest tributary, the Tons River. The
Chambal River is Yamuna's biggest tributary on the right. Other important
tributaries of the Yamuna include the Hindon, Sarda and Giri rivers on the right and
Betwa and Sindh on the left.
Near Allahabad, after a course of about 1,376 km, the Yamuna joins the Ganga
River.
The Yamuna has become one of the most polluted in India, because so much of its
course is through extremely densely populated areas where vast quantities of
sewage have been discharged directly into it.
Ammonia is a colourless, pungent gaseous compound of hydrogen and nitrogen
that is highly soluble in water.
Presence of a high level of ammonia is difficult for aquatic organisms to
sufficiently excrete the toxicant, which may lead to toxic buildup in internal tissues
and blood, and potential to death.
Natural sources of ammonia are decomposition/breakdown of organic waste
matter, forest fires, animal and human waste, and nitrogen fixation processes.
Huge gas exchange with the atmosphere, the amount of ammonia is added when
industrial effluents are discharged into waters. Surface run water from the farms
carries a lot of ammonia coming from fertilisers.

Travancore Tortoise
The Travancore Tortoise (Indotestudotravancorica) is a medium-sized tortoise
endemic to the mountain ranges of the Western Ghats in southwestern India.
Highlights:
It is found in semi-evergreen, moist deciduous, evergreen, & bamboo forests, and
also in rubber and teak plantations, occurring mostly near streams and marshes.
Travancore Tortoises are omnivorous and their diet includes grasses to molluscs
and they rarely scavenge on dead animals.
Their breeding time is from November to March in captivity.
The major threats to this species are hunting and habitat loss.
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Conservation measures should focus on protection, identification of crucial tortoise
habitats, and increasing awareness among local communities.
In India, it is distributed to the Western Ghats, across the states of Kerala,
Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu of southwestern India.
In India, it is protected under Schedule IV of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act
1972.
IUCN status: Vulnerable

WII to conduct a study on Olive Ridley
Wildlife Institute of India(WII) to conduct a study on Olive Ridley turtles and their
movement.
Highlights:
The species of Olive ridley turtles are the most abundant of all sea turtles found in
theearth.
Their habitats are warm waters of the Pacific, Atlantic & Indian oceans.
Olive Ridley turtles spend their entire lives in the ocean & migrate thousands of
kilometres between feeding & mating grounds in a year.
CITES Appendix I banned international trade of these turtles and their products but
the turtles are still extensively poached for their meat, leather and eggs and their
shell, though iillegal to harvest, it has a significantly major market around the
coastal regions.
The severe threat for turtles is the accidental killing of adult turtles by
entanglement in trawl nets & gill nets due to uncontrolled fishing during their
mating season around nesting beaches.
In the view of decreasing the accidental killing in the country, the Odisha state
government has made it mandatory for trawls to use TEDTurtle Excluder Devices
(TEDs).
Rushikulya rookery coast in the Ganjam district of Odisha, Gahirmatha beach
(Bhitarkanika National park) and the mouth of the Debi River are the major nesting
sites in Odisha.
IUCN status: Vulnerable

Project Lion: Proposal identifies six relocation sites
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Six new sites (except the Kuno-Palpur Wildlife Sanctuary) under Project Lion
announced by PM Narendra Modi on Independence day were (August 15, 2020).
Highlights:
The six new sites included are:
Madhav National Park, Madhya Pradesh.
Sita Mata Wildlife Sanctuary, Rajasthan.
Mukunda Hills Tiger Reserve, Rajasthan.
Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary, Madhya Pradesh.
Kumbhalgarh Wildlife Sanctuary, Rajasthan.
Jessore-Balaram Ambaji Wildlife Sanctuary, Gujarat.
Lion relocation has been discussed since 1995, when the Kuno Wildlife Sanctuary
was identified as an alternate site.
The population of Lions in Gir has low genetic diversity, making it vulnerable to
threats of extension from epidemics.
Lions are found in Gujarat across 30,000 sq km called the Asiatic Lion Landscape
(ALL).
The 2013 Supreme Court order directed Gujarat to relocate lions to the KunoPalpur Wildlife Sanctuary.
Asiatic Lions:
These Lions are Listed as Endangered' under the IUCN Red List. Asiatic Lion's
population is restricted to the state of Gujarat in India (Gir National Park).

Mercury dips to 10C, IMD may declare a cold wave
November expected to be colder than usual this year.The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) - it may consider declaring a cold wave if the temperature
remains to stay the same for another day.
Highlights:
With the nights in New Delhi getting cooler with the minimum temperature settling
at 10 degrees Celsius lowest for the season so far.
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) - it may consider declaring a cold
wave if the temperature remains to stay the same for another day.
According to IMD, the temperature was five degrees below the normal temperature.
The fall in the minimum temperature has been attributed to the absence of cloud
cover and snowfall in the upper region of Himalayas that has blown cold winds
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towards the region.
November is now expected to be colder than usual after the mean minimum
temperature in October this year was 17.2 degrees Celsius, the lowest since 1962,
when it was 16.9 degrees Celsius.
A cold wave is a phenomenon that is distinguished by a cooling of the air, marked
by a rapid fall in temperature.
A cold wave may cause death and injury to livestock and wildlife.

Hurricane Eta hits Nicaragua
Hurricane Eta has hit northeastern Nicaragua with life-threatening storm surges,
catastrophic winds, and flash flooding over portions of Central America. It comes
under the Category 4 hurricane. Category 4 storm will have wind speeds between
130-156 mph, and the storm will uproot trees and bring down power lines.
Highlights:
Tropical cyclones or hurricanes use warm, moist air as their fuel and form over
warm Equatorial water. When the warm, moist air rises upward from the ocean's
surface, it creates an area of low air pressure below.
When this happens, the air from the surrounding areas rushes to fill this place,
eventually rising when it becomes warm and moist. An eye forms in the centre. It is
the calmest part of the cyclone. Before the wind reaches the centre, it gets warmed
up and rises upwards.
When the warm air rises and cools off, the moisture forms clouds. This system of
clouds and winds continues to grow and spin. This disturbance is fuelled by the
ocean's heat and the water that evaporates from its surface.
Such storm systems rotate faster and faster. Storms that form towards the north of
the equator rotate counterclockwise, while those that form to the south spin
clockwise because of the earth's rotation.
Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale:
Hurricanes are categorized on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale, which
rates them on a scale of 1 to 5 based on wind speed. Hurricanes that are under
category three or higher are classified as major hurricanes.

Declaration of the Private Sector on Climate Change
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Declaration on Climate Change signed by 24 key industry and Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change at the virtual India CEO Forum on
Climate Change.
Highlights:
United Nations ecosystem and UNFCCC will note this initiative of India and its
corporate world to adhere to and declare plans of their carbon neutrality.
Key industries like TATA, Reliance, the Adani group, Mahindra, Sun Pharma, Dr
Reddy's, etc. listing various clean processes and initiatives they have taken and
their agenda towards further decarbonization post-2020.
The corporate sector espoused confidence and expressed their support towards a
coordinated response by the Government and private sector on climate change,
which will help protect the country's interests and ensure that India is on track
towards meeting its climate change obligations under the Paris Agreement.
The private sector plays a pivotal role in creating low-carbon sustainable
economies and has embarked on several voluntary actions on climate change to
achieve India's NDC goals.
The private sector also benefitted from India's participation in the Clean
Development Mechanism of the Kyoto Protocol. Going forward, Article 6 of the
Paris Agreement offers further opportunities to meet climate change and
sustainable development objectives.
India is a signatory to the Paris Agreement under the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change.
As part of its Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), India has three
quantitative climate change goals,
Reduction in the emissions intensity of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by 33 to 35
per cent by 2030 from 2005 level,
Achieving about 40 per cent cumulative electric power installed capacity from nonfossil fuel-based energy resources by 2030
Creating an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent through additional forest and tree cover by 2030.

The U.S formally exits Paris pact on curbing climate change
The United States has officially left the Paris Agreement.
Highlights:
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Some 189 countries remain committed to the 2015 Paris accord.
Paris Agreement is a historic international accord that brings almost 200 countries
together in setting a common target to reduce global greenhouse emissions to fight
climate change.
The pact seeks to keep global temperature rise to below 2 degrees Celsius from preindustrial levels, and to try and limit the temperature increase even further to 1.5
degrees Celsius.
To this end, each country has pledged to implement targeted action plans that will
limit their greenhouse gas emissions.
The Agreement asks rich and developed countries to provide financial and
technological support to the developing world in its quest to fight and adapt to
climate change.
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BILLS & ACTS
Shipping Ministry introduces Draft Coastal Shipping Bill
The Shipping Ministry has formed a Coastal Shipping Bill in lieu of the Merchant
Shipping Act, 1958. The bill is in accordance with the PM's vision for augmenting
people's participation and transparency in governance.
Highlights:
The coastal shipping and coastal waters definition has been expanded, and it is
planned to do away with the need of trading licence for Indian flag vessels for
trading in coastal areas.
The drafted Bill seeks to create a competitive environment and reduce
transportation costs, at the same time encouraging Indian vessels to increase their
share in coastal shipping.
The Bill even proposes the integration of coastal maritime transport with inland
waterways. There is also a provision for a National Coastal and Inland Shipping
Strategic Plan.
The shipping sector grows & evolves in the country,a need was felt to have
separate legislation on coastal shipping, that considers it an integral part of the
transport chain & recognizes the policy priorities of the sector so that to meet the
demands of the industries of shipping in India.
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DEFENCE
MALABAR 20 Naval Exercise
Malabar 20 is a naval exercise. The twenty-fourth edition of the MALABAR naval
exercise is scheduled in two phases and it is going to be in November 2020.
Highlights:
In Phase 1 of MALABAR 20naval exercise participation of IN - Indian Navy,
USN - United States Navy, JMSDF - Japan Maritime Self Defence Force, and RAN
- Royal Australian Navy is set to commence off Visakhapatnam in the Bay of
Bengal from 03 to 06 November 2020.
MALABAR 20 series of maritime exercises commenced in 1992 as a bilateral INUSN exercise. Later, JMSDF joined MALABAR in 2015.
The 2020 edition will now witness the participation of the RAN in this joint
maritime exercise.
Phase-1 of MALABAR 20 naval exercise will witness the participation of Indian
Navy units with United States Ship (USS) John S McCain (Guided-missile
destroyer), Her Majesty's Australian Ship (HMAS) Ballarat (long-range frigates)
with integral MH-60 helicopter, & Japan Maritime Self Defence Ship (JMSDF)
Onami (Destroyer) with integral SH-60 helicopter.
Indian Navy (IN) units participating in the exercise include destroyer Ranvijay,
frigate Shivalik, Off-Shore Patrol Vessel Sukanya, Fleet Support Ship Shakt &
submarine Sindhuraj.
In addition to that, Advanced Jet Trainer Hawk, long-range maritime patrol aircraft
P-8I, Dornier maritime patrol aircraft, & helicopters will also be participating in the
exercise.
The exercise, being conducted as a non-contact, at sea only' exercise in view of
COVID-19 pandemic, will display the high-levels of synergy and coordination
between the friendly navies, which is based on their shared values & commitment
to an open, inclusive Indo-Pacific and a rules-based international order.
MALABAR 20 Phase 1 would witness complex and advanced naval exercises
including surface, anti-submarine and anti-air warfare operations, cross deck flying,
seamanship evolutions and weapon firing exercises.
Phase 2 of MALABAR 20 is scheduled to be conducted in the Arabian Sea in midNovember 2020.
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Three new Rafale jets to fly from France to India
Three Rafale fighter jets of the IAF - Indian Air Force are scheduled to arrive on
November 4.
Highlights:
Indian Air Force( IAF) will have 8 Rafale of the 36 Rafale jets are in service.
Now, Three Rafale jets will fly directly from Istres in France to Jamnagar, an eighthour-plus non-stop flight.
The rafale will be accompanied by French Air Force mid-air refuelling aircraft.
There will be three rankings in all.
The 1st batch of 5 Rafale jets was formally inducted into the No 17 'Golden
Arrows' squadron of the IAF - Indian Air Force on September 10 at the Ambala Air
Force station.
The 5 rafales arrived in India in July with a stopover at the Al Dhafra airbase in the
United Arab Emirates (UAE).
The Indian Embassy in France - Delivery of all 36 aircraft would be completed as
per schedule by the end of 2021
The 2nd squadron would be based at Hasimara in the state of West Bengal.
IAF - Indian Air Force would get three or four Rafales every two or three months
till all 36 jets were delivered and that the first squadron would be fully ready by
2021-end and the second by 2023.
In the next three years, its ability to see the Rafale and Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA) MK1 squadrons operating with full strength, along with additional
Su-30MKI & MiG 29 aircraft, that are being ordered in addition to the current
fleets.
India has contracted 36 Rafaleomni-role fighter jets from France in fly-away
condition with 13 India Specific Enhancements (ISE) under a 7.87-billion InterGovernmental Agreement signed in September 2016.

PINAKA Rocket tested successfully
Enhanced PINAKA rocket, developed by Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), has been successfully flight tested from Integrated Test
Range, Chandipur off Odisha's coast on November 04, 2020.
Highlights:

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(November 2 - November 8, 2020)

The development of the Enhanced PINAKA system was taken up to achieve more
extended range performance compared to the earlier design.
The design and development have been carried out by Pune based DRDO
laboratories, namely Armament Research and Development Establishment (ARDE)
and High Energy Materials Research Laboratory (HEMRL).
A total of six rockets were launched in quick succession, and the tests met
complete mission objectives.
Rockets tested have been manufactured by M/s Economic Explosives Limited,
Nagpur, to whom the technology has been transferred.
All the flight articles were tracked by Range instruments such as telemetry, radar,
and Electro-Optical Tracking Systems, which confirmed the flight performance.
An enhanced version of the PINAKA rocket would replace the existing PINAKA
MK-I rockets currently under production.

Ministry of Defence to commemorate Indo-Pak 1971 war
Ministry of Defence invites Logo Designs to commemorate the Indian Armed
Forces' victory in the 1971 Indo Pak war. In December 1971, the Indian Armed
Forces (IAF) achieved a stellar win over Pakistan, which led to Bangladesh's
creation.
Highlights:
December 16, 2021, marks the 50th year of the famous victory, and the year 2021
is being celebrated as the Swarnim Vijay Varsh.
The Ministry of Defence proposes a distinct logo that will specially find all events
linked to the Swarnim Vijay Varsh celebrations.
The Ministry of Defence has invited logo designs from citizens, and the winner
would be given a cash prize of Rs.50000.
The 1971 Indo-Pak War began, which culminated in the birth of a new nation
Bangladesh.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Dr Susanta Kar honoured with 2020 Prof.A N Bhaduri Memorial Lecture
Award
To recognize the significant contributions towards defining the survival tactics of
Leishmania donovani, CSIR-CDRI Scientist, Dr.SusantaKar, honoured with
"Prof.A N Bhaduri Memorial Lecture Award-2020" by the Society of Biological
Chemists (India)
Highlights:
Leishmania Donovani is a protozoan parasite that infects macrophages and is a
causative agent of visceral leishmaniasis (Kala-Azar), a lethal infectious disease
affecting millions worldwide.
Dr SusantaKar's research group studied Leishmania's interaction with immune
cells like macrophages, dendritic cells, and T cells and the fate of these interactions
on the modulation of various intracellular signalling cascades that ultimately affect
immune response/infection progression.
Key Facts:
Society of Biological Chemists (India) has instituted many awards, to recognize
the meritorious and significant contributions made by the researchers/scientists on
the development of biological sciences in the country.
The Society of Biological Chemists (India) or SBC(I) was founded in 1930, with
its Head Quarters at the Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru.
The award is conferred every two years.
The recipient of the award should be below 50 years of age.
The Award is given for Biological Chemistry and Allied sciences, preferably
related to parasitic infection.

Gandhian Young Technological Awards
Union Health Minister Dr Harsha Vardhan gave away the Gandhian Young
Technological Awards to the awardees on November 06, 2020.
Highlights:
The awards were given in two categories:
SITARE-GYTI: Students Innovations for Advancement of Research Explorations
Gandhian Young Technological Innovation [Under Biotechnology Industry
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Research Assistance Council (BIRAC), Department of Biotechnology (DBT)]
SRISTI-GYTI: Society for Research and Initiatives for Sustainable Technological
Innovations Gandhian Young Technological Innovation [by SRISTI]
The awards and appreciations are given under these two categories to encourage
technology students to set up biotech and other start-ups.
Fourteen awards and eleven appreciations under SITARE-GYTI; seven awards and
sixteen appreciations under SRISTI-GYTI were presented.
Gandhian Young Technological Innovation (GYTI) Awards celebrate the spirit of
student innovation in all the fields of engineering, science, technology, and design
through extremely affordable/economical solution or the ones pushing the
technological edge.
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ARTS & CULTURE
Kochi-Muziris Biennale - An Art exhibition and festival
Kochi-Muziris Biennale will be held annually. But due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
Its 5th edition has been postponed to 2021.
Highlights:
Kochi-Muziris Biennale is an art exhibition & festival which is the largest of its
kind in South Asia.
Kochi Biennale Foundation organizes the festival at Kochi, Kerala. The
Foundation is a non-profitable charitable trust engaged in promoting and supporting
art and culture and also educational activities in India.
The organization works throughout the year to strengthen contemporary art
infrastructure and broaden public access to art across India through diverse
programs.
Muziris was a port city once upon time, among the earliest of its kind in the world.
When Kerala established itself as a significant centre for spice, the ancient port of
Muziris emerged as its hub.
At present, the Muziris Heritage Project is one of India's most significant
conservation projects, where the state & the central governments have come
together to conserve a rich culture that is as old as 3000 years or more.
The biennale displays artworks across various mediums, including film,
installation, painting, sculpture, etc.

Miyas of Assam, and their char-chapori culture
A proposed Miya museum reflecting the culture and heritage of the people living in
char-chaporis has stirred up a controversy in Assam.
Highlights:
The Miya' community comprises descendants of Muslim migrants from East
Bengal (now Bangladesh) to Assam. They came to be referred to as Miya's,' often
in a derogatory manner.
The community migrated in several waves starting with the British annexation of
Assam in 1826, and continuing into Partition and the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation
War. Their Migration has resulted in changes in the demographic composition of
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the region.
Years of discontent among the indigenous people led to the six-year-long
(1979-85) anti-foreigner Assam Agitation to weed out the "illegal immigrant," who
was perceived as trying to take over jobs, language, and culture of the indigenous
population.
Char-chaporis:
Char-chaporis are shifting riverine islands of the Brahmaputra. The Muslims of
Bengali-origin primarily inhabit these. A char is a floating island, while chaporis
are low-lying flood-prone riverbanks. While Bengali-origin Muslims mainly
occupy these islands, other communities such as Misings, Deoris, Kocharis,
Nepalis also live here.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
VAIBHAV Summit - A Unique Confluence of Resident and Overseas Indian
Scientists/Academicians concludes successfully
The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the Vaishwik Bharatiya
Vaigyanik (VAIBHAV) Summit, a global virtual summit of overseas & resident
Indian researchers & Academicians on Gandhi Jayanti, October 2, 2020, which
concluded on the occasion of SardarVallabhbhai Patel Jayanti, October 31, 2020.
Highlights:
VAIBHAV has paved the way in establishing research capability as an important
avenue towards Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative.
It has also paved the way for aligning contemporary research in the country
towards a shared purpose in each area. Resident & overseas Indians have given an
integrated perspective of research and academic capabilities to seamlessly
contribute to India's Science and technology capability for global good.
The Summit has created an interactive and facile mechanism in the Cyberspace,
and has promoted collaboration and the development of leadership.
VAIBHAV is a grand initiative in the area of science and research not just for
academic institutes but also for public-funded R&D organizations and Industry that
utilizes the outcome of the research.
The key highlights of this summit:
- 18 Verticals (Areas)
- 80 Horizontals (Subjects)
- 230 Panel Discussion Sessions
- 23 Days of Panel Deliberations
- 3169Panelists
- 22500 Attendees
- 722 Hours of Formal Deliberations
The Summit intended to create an ideal research ecosystem, merging tradition with
modernity to create prosperity.
The discussions were held on computational sciences, electronics &
communication, quantum technologies, photonics, aerospace technologies, health
and medical sciences, pharma and biotechnology, agro-economy and food security,
material & processing technologies, advanced manufacturing, earth sciences,
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energy, environmental sciences, management and social sciences.
Some of the areas of collaborations are wafer-level packaging, 3D integration for
MEMS, Heterogeneous integration of 2D materials on Silicon platform, Full
Mission Mode Engine Cycle Analysis, Aero Elastic Analysis of Fan, Hot Turbine
Blade Cooling Technology, Membrane separation for purification of elements, Ge
purification for detector application, Highly doped Ge for THz and Mid IR
frequencies
Directed research support, regulatory requirement for industries to identify future
technical trajectories, and incentives to promote academia-industry collaborationare
key mechanisms for enabling research collaboration and commercialization.
The goal is to create a broader ecosystem of knowledge and innovation in the
country through global interactions, for India and the world.

National Jal Jeevan Mission organizes Conference for Rural Water Supply
National Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) is organizing a virtual conference with ministers
in-charge of the rural water supply of all States/UTs on 3rd November, 2020
through video conference.
Highlights:
The planning & implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission in States/ Union Territories
(UTs) will be discussed with special focus on a 100-day campaign launched to
provide piped water supply in Anganwadi centres, ashrams and schools in rural
areas.
The National Mission is constantly reviewing the progress of implementation of
Jal Jeevan Mission in States and UTs to realize the goals of the mission.
The goals of Jal Jeevan Mission are to ensure that each and every household have
assured drinking water supply inadequate quantity of good quality on long-term
basis at affordable service.
The prime focus is to ensure water supply to every home, functionality of taps on
long-term basis, water testing facilities for general public, decentralized operation
& management.
The mission gives priority to water quality and main aims are to bring reforms in
drinking water.
The focus of the video conference is to discuss all these issues to give the desired
pace & sustain the momentum for implementation of the life-changing mission to
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ensure every rural home gets safe water in their homes regularly.
Jal Jeevan Mission focuses to bring reforms in the drinking water sector.
The flagship programme of the Central Government being implemented in
partnership with States, which not only aims to provide FHTC - functional
household tap connection to all homes of rural areas by 2024 but at the same time
aims at service delivery, so that rural household will get continuous water supply in
their houses.
The Mission also focuses on the sustainability of drinking water sources through
water conservation measures, greywater treatment & reuse as well as operation &
maintenance.
The launch of Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) HarGhar Jal' is to provide assured potable
piped water supply to each and every rural home is in full swing.
The objective of the mission is universal coverage i.e. each and every family in
every village is to get tap water connection.
The provision of household tap facility in rural areas will support in removing
'drudgery' of women. It will improve the 'ease of living' for people living in rural
areas
of our country.
The goal of the mission, have finalized the saturation plan as below: Functional
Household Tap Connection (FHTCs)
- 100% FHTCs - 2020: Goa (Target achieved)
- 100% FHTCs - 2021: A&N Islands, Bihar, Puducherry, Telangana
- 100% FHTCs - 2022: Haryana, Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Gujarat, Himachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Punjab, Sikkim, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh
- 100% FHTCs - 2023: Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tamil Nadu, Tripura
- 100% FHTCs - 2024: Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Odisha,
Rajasthan, West Bengal.

Yoga and Ayurveda Medicine for Mental Wellness Webinar
AIIA - All India Institute of Ayurveda is organizing a webinar on November 5,
2020 partnering with Western Sydney University on the theme named "Yoga and
Ayurveda Medicine for Mental Wellness."
Highlights:
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The webinar is focused on the opportunities for mental wellness through the
strengths of Ayurveda and Yoga.
This webinar may bring together the leading researchers in Yoga & Ayurveda from
India, Australia, Italy, and Germany, and provide inputs through current
international research. It will further promote international collaborations in
scientific research related to Yoga and Ayurveda.
This webinar will bring together scientists and researchers from different corners
of the globe to discuss the recent concerns, advances, future strategies, etc.
It is expected that the deliberations of the webinar will provide a strong lead for
further research and for generating awareness among the public regarding scientific
evidence of Ayurveda and yoga in mental wellness.
Yoga for Mind-Body Wellness, an e-book of invited articles prepared by All India
Institute of Ayurveda on the occasion of International Yoga Day-2020 will be
released during the inaugural session.
The AIIA is a perfect blend of Ancient Wisdom and Modern technology.
The Institute has partnered various national and international research
organizations to validate the age-old concepts of Yoga and Ayurveda.
Western Sydney University is one such MoU partner who is in the top 2% of
universities in the world. The university is committed to research and to making a
positive impact on communities.
During the past decade, Ayurveda and Yoga started attracting increased global
attention for their potential benefits in health and wellbeing.

Urban Mobility India Conference
The 13th Urban Mobility India (UMI) Conference is being organized by the
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. The first Urban Mobility India UMI
Conference was held in 2008 in New Delhi.
Highlights:
The annual UMI (Urban Mobility India) Conference is an event held under the
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Government of India (GoI).
The genesis of UMI (Urban Mobility India) is from the NUTP (National Urban
Transport Policy) of the Government of India, 2006, which lays an extreme
emphasis on building capabilities at the State and also at the city level to address
the problems associated with urban transport and undertake the task of developing
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sustainable urban transport systems.
The theme of the UMI (Urban Mobility India) Conference 2020 is "Emerging
Trends in Urban Mobility."
The conference's primary objective is to disseminate information to the cities,
whose officials attend the conference, and keep up-to-date with the best urban
transport practices.
The conference provides an opportunity for key decision-makers and delegates to
interact with other professionals, experts, academia, industry, civil society,
technology, services providers, and other stakeholders in Urban Transport, both
domestic and international, so that the delegates can carry home ideas to develop
their urban transport along a sustainable path.
It is also a forum to discuss key issues relevant to the sector and suggest measures
to address them.

India and the Gulf Cooperation Council held meeting Virtually
Recently, India had a meeting with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), a leading
regional organization comprising almost all Arab countries virtually.
Highlights:
India has asked the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) members for the facilitation
of the return of Indians who want to continue their work with the relaxing of
Covid-19 restrictions. This can happen through sustainable travel bubble
arrangements.
Nearly 8 million and above Indians live and work in West Asia, in which a
majority of them are within the region covered by the GCC, which includes
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE.
Transport Bubbles' or Air Travel Arrangements' are two temporary arrangements
between two countries aimed at restarting commercial passenger services when
regular international flights are suspended as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.
They are reciprocal, meaning airlines from both countries enjoy similar benefits.
Both countries affirmed their commitment to reform multilateral institutions to
reflect the 21st century's realities and work together to address contemporary
challenges such as the Covid-19 pandemic, climate change, sustainable
development, and terrorism.
The GCC welcomed India's inclusion in the United Nations Security Council
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(UNSC) as a non-permanent member from January 2021.
India assured continuing the flow of food, medicines, and essential items to the
Gulf region. Supply chains from India to the Gulf were not disrupted despite the
lockdowns during the pandemic.

PM to chair Virtual Global Investor Roundtable
PM to chair Virtual Global Investor RoundtableThe Virtual Global Investor
Roundtable(VGIR) is being organized by the Ministry of Finance, Government of
India, and National Investment & Infrastructure Fund.
Highlights:
The roundtable is an exclusive dialogue between leading global institutional
investors, Indian business leaders & the highest decision-makers from the
Government of India (GoI) and Financial Market Regulators.
The Roundtable will see participation from 20 of the world's largest pension &
sovereign wealth funds with total assets of about US 6 trillion dollars.
The global institutional investors represent key regions including the US, Europe,
Korea, Japan, Middle East, Canada, Australia, and Singapore.
The roundtable will witness the participation of key decision-makers of these funds,
i.e., the CEOs and CIOs.
The Roundtable will also see participation of a number of top Indian Business
Leaders.
VGIR 2020 will focus on India's economic and investment outlook, structural
reforms & the government's vision for the path to a US 5 trillion dollars economy.
The event provides an opportunity for leading global investors & Indian business
leaders to engage and deliberate with senior policymakers on how to further
accelerate the growth of international investments in India.
VGIR 2020 will also provide an occasion for all stakeholders to further cement the
strong partnerships that have been built and to foster engagement with international
institutional investors who are looking to increase their Indian investments.

Housing Ministry Organizes Urban Mobility India Conference
The 13th Urban Mobility India (UMI) Conference is being organized by the
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. The first Urban Mobility India UMI
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Conference was held in 2008 in New Delhi.
Highlights:
The annual UMI (Urban Mobility India) Conference is an event held under the
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Government of India (GoI).
The genesis of UMI (Urban Mobility India) is from the NUTP (National Urban
Transport Policy) of the Government of India, 2006, which lays an extreme
emphasis on building capabilities at the State and also at the city level to address
the problems associated with urban transport and undertake the task of developing
sustainable urban transport systems.
The theme of the UMI (Urban Mobility India) Conference 2020 is "Emerging
Trends in Urban Mobility."
The conference's primary objective is to disseminate information to the cities,
whose officials attend the conference, and keep up-to-date with the best urban
transport practices.
The conference provides an opportunity for key decision-makers and delegates to
interact with other professionals, experts, academia, industry, civil society,
technology, services providers, and other stakeholders in Urban Transport, both
domestic and international, so that the delegates can carry home ideas to develop
their urban transport along a sustainable path.
It is also a forum to discuss key issues relevant to the sector and suggest measures
to address them.

The 8th Meeting of India-UAE High-Level Joint Task Force
The eighth meeting of the UAE - India High-Level Joint Task Force on Investments
was hosted by India, in virtual format due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
Highlights:
The Joint Task Force (JTF) was created in 2012 as a forum for further deepening
the already strong economic ties between the India and UAE
The mechanism has assumed importance as the two countries entrench the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership agreement signed in January 2017.
The two countries noted the good outcomes achieved by the Joint Task Force
(JTF) expressed satisfaction with the level of bilateral trade and investment to date.
Both countries also agreed to maintain their dialogue and further build on the
considerable achievements of the Joint Task Force.
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And also they discussed problems related to the development and operation of
UAE-based funds to invest in India.
Other points of discussion at the meeting focused on opportunities for cooperation
and potential investments in key sectors in India including the pharmaceutical
industry, mobility, and logistics,
healthcare and food and agriculture, energyand utilities, and others.
Joint Task Force (JTF) is an integral component of our strategic partnership with
the UAE.

Virtual Summit between India and Italy
A Bilateral Summit between Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Prime
Minister of Italy Prof. Giuseppe Conte was held virtually on November 06, 2020.
Prof. Giuseppe Conte visited India in 2018 and appreciated the rapid growth in the
India-Italy relationship in the recent past. PM Modi was invited to visit Italy as
soon as conditions permit.
Highlights:
The Summit made an opportunity for the two prime ministers to review the broad
framework of the bilateral relationship comprehensively.
The two leaders reaffirmed their responsibility to strengthen cooperation against
common global challenges, including the Covid-19 pandemic.
They discussed a wide range of technological, space and defence cooperation &
political, economic and social issues.
India & Italy will be part of the G20 Troika from December, 2020. Italy will
assume the G-20 Presidency in December 2021, later by India in 2022.
15 Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs)/Agreements in various sectors such
as energy, fisheries, shipbuilding, design, etc. were signed coinciding with the
Summit.
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SCHEMES
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP)
Union Cabinet Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers Shri D.V. Sadananda Gowda
holds a review meeting of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana
(PMBJP). PMBJP (Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana) was launched
in 2008 by the Department of Pharmaceuticals under the Janaushadi Campaign,
which was renamed as PMBJP in 2015-16.
Highlights:
PMBJP scheme has achieved sales of Rs. Three hundred fifty-eight crores worth of
pharma products through 6600 Janaushadhi Kendras during the first seven months
of the fiscal year 2020-21 (till October 31) and is likely to surpass Rs' sales. 600
crore for the entire year.
The sales figure has seen a drastic increase from Rs 7.29 crore in 2014-15 to Rs.
433 crore in 2019-20.
The BPPI (Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India) was appraised for ensuring the supply
of medicines, drugs, and other pharma products like masks to people at affordable
rates during the Covid-19 pandemic.
The implementing agency of the PMBJP is BPPI. BPPI was established in
December 2008 under the Department of Pharmaceuticals and registered as an
independent society under the Societies Registration Act, 1860.
Aim:
The scheme plans to extend the coverage of quality generic medicines, thus
reducing the out-of-pocket expenditure on drugs and redefining the unit cost of
treatment per person. PMBJP also aims to create awareness about generic
medicines through education and publicity so that quality is not synonymous with
only a high price.
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendras:
It is also known as Janaushadhi Kendras, were set up across the country under
PMBJP to provide generic drugs. Generic drugs are marketed under an approved
name rather than a brand name. Under this scheme, all drugs procured are tested for
quality assurance at the NABL (National Accreditation Board Laboratories)
accredited laboratories and are compliant with the World Health Organisation Good
Manufacturing Practices (WHO GMP) benchmarks.
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Janaushadhi Week:
This week was celebrated across the country from March 1 to March 7, 2020, to
educate the general public about the benefits of price and quality of the medicines
sold at Jan Aushadhi Kendras.
Janaushadhi Sugam Application:
This application was launched in August 2019 to help people in- Locating nearby
Janaushadhi Kendra through Google Maps and searching for Janaushadhi generic
medicines. It helps in Analysing product comparison of generic versus branded
medicine in the form of Maximum Retail Price (MRP) and overall savings, etc.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
National Unity Day observed on 31st October
The National Unity Day (Rashtriya Ekta Diwas) is celebrated on 31st October
annually to commemorate the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. PM
Narendra Modi launched the seaplane service from Ahmedabad to the Statue of
Unity, Kevadia.
Highlights:
The day was begun to celebrate in 2014, when the Government of India (GoI)
decided to celebrate Patel's birthday as the National Unity Day to recognize his
monumental contribution and service to the nation.
On this day, several events like Run For Unity, a nationwide marathon to increase
awareness about Patel's contributions, the National Unity pledge, Ekta Parade, etc.
are organized.
The Government unveiled the Statue of Unity in Gujarat in 2018. It is the tallest
statue (182-meter) in the world.
In January 2020, it was added to the 'Eight Wonders' of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO).
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel:
Vallabai Patel was born on October 31, 1875, in Nadiad, Gujarat. He was the 1st
Home Minister and Deputy Prime Minister of India. Patel Headed various
Committees of the Constituent Assembly of India, namely: Advisory Committee on
Fundamental Rights, Committee on Minorities and Tribal and Excluded Areas,
Provincial Constitution Committee. He integrated the farmer's cause in Kheda
Satyagraha (1918) and Bardoli Satyagraha (1928) with the national freedom
movement. Women of Bardoli bestowed the title Sardar' on Vallabhbhai Patel,
which means a Chief or a Leader.'
He was said to be the "Iron Man of India" for playing an essential role in the
unification and integration of Indian princely states into the Indian federation and
for convincing princely states to align with the Indian Union. He requested India's
people to live together by uniting (Ek Bharat) to create a foremost India (Shresth
Bharat). This ideology still reflects in the Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative, which
seeks to make India self-reliant. He was Remembered as the Patron Saint of India's
Civil Servants' as he established the modern all-India services system. He passed
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away in Bombay on December 15, 1950.

Army Aviation Corps day
The Army Aviation Corps (AAC)celebrated its 35th Corps Day on November 1.
Highlights:
AAC is the youngest Corps of the Indian Army.
The Corps of AAC was raised as a separate formation on November 1, 1986.
The AAC draws its officers and men from all arms of the Army, including a
significant number from the artillery.
AAC helicopters are an inseparable part of fighting formations in all major conflict
scenarios, & a life-saving asset in peace times.
The Corps has grown by additions of new units, equipment & ground assets, &
along with this, its roles and capabilities to have grown.
The main roles played by the AAC are that of reconnaissance, observation,
casualty evacuation, essential load drops, combat search and rescue, thus adding an
invaluable air dimension to the Army's capabilities.
The helicopters of AAC also participate in Humanitarian Aid and Disaster Relief
(HADR) operations.
In some conditions, Army helicopters can also act as Airborne Command Posts,
replacing the ground command posts if needed.
The AAC presently operates Chetak, Cheetah, Lancer, Advanced Light Helicopter
(ALH) Dhruv, and ALH Weapon SystemIntegrated (WSI), also known as Rudra.
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INDEX / LIST
ASER survey 2020 report
Recently, the Annual State of Education Report (ASER) survey has been released,
which provides a view into the levels of learning loss that students in rural India are
suffering, with varying levels of access to technology, school, and family resources
resulting in a digital divide in education.
Highlights:
The ASER survey shows a small shift in enrollment from private to government
schools, across all grades and among both girls and boys.
The survey shows that while the proportion of children not currently enrolled for
the 2020-21 school years is higher than the equivalent figures for 2018, these
differences are small for most age groups.
Among enrolled children, more than 60% live in families with at least one
smartphone. This proportion has increased enormously in the last two years, from
36.5% to 61.8% among enrolled children.
Most teachers were in possession of phone numbers of at least 50% of their
students. More than 80% of children have textbooks for their current grade.
ASER is a household-based rather than a school-based survey. This model enables
all children to be included those who have never been to school or have dropped
out and those in government schools, private schools, religious schools, etc.
In every rural district, 30 villages are sampled. In each town, 20 randomly selected
households are surveyed. Information on schooling status is gathered for all
children living in sampled households in the age group 3-16.
Children in the age group 5-16 are analyzed in basic reading & basic arithmetic.
The highest level of reading analyzed corresponds to what is expected in Std 2, this
test was administered in 16 regional languages.
This model has included household size, parental education, and some information
on household assets in recent years.
The ASER survey model has been adapted for use in several countries worldwide:
Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Pakistan, Mali, and Senegal.
ASER Survey:
ASER survey is an annual survey (published by education NGO Pratham) that
focuses to provide reliable estimates of children's enrolment & basic learning levels
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for each and every district & state in India. ASER survey has been conducted
annually since 2005 in all rural districts of India. It is the largest citizen-led survey
in India. It is also the annual source of information on children's learning outcomes
available in India.

Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Goa best-governed states in India: PAI Index
Kerala has adjudged the best - governed state in the country while Uttar Pradesh
(UP) pushed to the bottom in the large states category, according to the PAI Public Affairs Index 2020 released by the Public Affairs Centre.
Highlights:
The city-based not-for-profit organisation, headed by former ISRO - Indian Space
Research Organisation chairman K Kasturirangan, highlighted that the states were
ranked on governance performance based on a composite index in the context of
sustainable development.
Four southern states, Kerala (1.388 ), Tamil Nadu (0.912), Andhra Pradesh (0.531)
& Karnataka (0.468) stood in the 1st four ranks in the large state category in terms
of governance.
Uttar Pradesh (-1.461), Odisha (-1.201) & Bihar (-1.158 ) were at the bottom of the
ranking.
In the small state category, Goa ranked 1st with (1.745), followed by Meghalaya
(0.797) and Himachal Pradesh (0.725).
The worst performers with negative points are Manipur (-0.363), Delhi (-0.289) &
Uttarakhand (-0.277), according to the PAC report.
Chandigarh emerged the best - governed union territory in the category of UTs
with (1.05) PAI points, followed by Puducherry (0.52) & Lakshadweep (0.003).
Dadar & Nagar Haveli (-0.69), Andaman, Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) (-0.50) &
Nicobar (-0.30) were the least performers.
By the PAC, the governance performance is analysed in the context of sustainable
development defined by 3 pillars of equity, growth and sustainability.
Chandigarh became the best-governed union territory (UT) in the category of UTs
with (1.05) PAI points, followed by Puducherry (0.52) & Lakshadweep (0.003).

Academic Freedom Index
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Academic Freedom Index(AFI) report provides a score to individual countries to
specify the level of academic liberation its universities and educational centres.
Highlights:
India has scored considerably low in the international index of academic freedom.
The index helps to define each country's academic freedom level and the
researchers asserted that the primary goal behind this idea is to comprehend a
university's attractiveness in addition to its infrastructure, research output, etc.
The maximum value of the index is 1.
India has an AFI of 0.352, comparable to the scores of Saudi Arabia and Libya.
Countries that scored higher than India are Pakistan (0.554), Brazil (0.466),
Ukraine (0.422), Somalia (0.436) and Malaysia (0.582).
Uruguay and Portugal top the list with scores of 0.971 each, followed closely by
Latvia and Germany.
At the bottom are North Korea (0.011), Eritrea (0.015), Bahrain (0.039) and Iran
(0.116).
The AFI has eight components. They are:
- Freedom to research and teaching
- Freedom of academic exchange and dissemination
- Institutional autonomy
- Campus integrity
- Freedom of academic and cultural expression
- Constitutional protection of academic freedom
- An international legal commitment to academic freedom under the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
- Existence of universities

Purchasing Managers Index was released
According to the latest Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) data, India's
manufacturing sector activity improved for the third straight month in October.
Companies raised their output to the greatest extent in 13 years amid robust sales
growth.
Highlights:
The Manufacturing Purchasing Managers' Index rose from 56.8 in September to
58.9 in October, and pointed to the most vital improvement in the sector's health in
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more than a decade.
Purchasing Managers Index is an economic indicator that indicates the business
activity and economic health of both the manufacturing & service sectors.
Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) of India is published by Japanese firm Nikkei.
It is compiled and constructed by IHS Markit which is a Londonbased global
information provider.
Index of Industrial Production (IIP) indicates the changes in production volume or
output, but the Purchasing Managers' Index is an investor sentiment tracking index
and is more dynamic.
Variables used for calculating are Output, New Orders, Employment, Input Costs,
Output Prices, Backlogs of Work, Export Orders, Quantity of Purchases, Suppliers'
Delivery Times, Stocks of Purchases and Stocks of Finished Goods.
PMI: While PMI >50 implies expanding business and economic activity, PMI
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FESTIVALS
Ganga Utsav 2020 celebration
Recently, the Ganga Utsav 2020 has begun which celebrates the glory of the
National River Ganga. Ganga became the National River of India on November 4,
2008.
Highlights:
The NMCG (National Mission for Clean Ganga) celebrates the festival every year.
National Mission for Clean Ganga is the implementation wing of National Ganga
Council, set up in 2016, that replaced the National Ganga River Basin Authority
(NRGBA).
The 3 - Day's festival aims to promote stakeholder engagement and ensure public
participation. It celebrates mystical and cultural river Ganga through storytelling,
folklores, quizzes, displaying traditional art forms, dance and music performance
by renowned artists, photo galleries exhibitions etc.
Ganga Task Force (GTF) conducted an afforestation drive with National Cadet
Corps (NCC) cadets and educational tour for youth. GTF is a unit of a battalion of
ex-servicemen deployed in the services of the Ganga with the approval of the
Defence Ministry for the period of four years till December 2020.
It was approved by the Cabinet under the Public Participation component of the
Namami Gange Programme and the 1st battalion was raised in March 2016. Mini
Ganga Quest, designed to make youth and students aware of environmental issue.
Ganga Quest is a pan India bilingual quiz to increase public participation in
Namami Gange program and encourage the youth. In 2014, Namami Gange
Programme was launched to accomplish the twin objectives of effective abatement
of pollution and conservation, and rejuvenation of Ganga.
Ganga Action Plan:
It was the first river action plan taken up by the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change in 1985, to improve the water quality by the interception,
diversion and treatment of domestic sewage. The National River Conservation Plan
is an extension to this plan, which aims at cleaning the Ganga river under Ganga
Action Plan phase-2.
National River Ganga Basin Authority:
The Authority was formed by the Government of India in the year 2009 under
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Section-3 of the Environment Protection Act 1986.
Clean Ganga Fund:
The fund was formed in 2014 for cleaning up of the Ganga, setting up of waste
treatment plants and conservation of biotic diversity of the river.
Bhuvan-Ganga Web App:
The app ensures the involvement of the public in the monitoring of pollution that is
entering into the Ganga river.
Ban on Waste Disposal: In 2017, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) banned the
disposal of any waste in the Ganga.
River Ganga:
Ganga river is the longest river flowing over 2,510 km of mountains, valleys &
plains and by Hindus as the most sacred rivers on the world. The river originates in
the snowfields of the Gangotri Glacier in the Himalayas as the Bhagirathi River and
is joined by other rivers such as the Alaknanda, Son, Gumti, Yamuna, Kosi &
Ghagra. The River Ganga basin is one of the most fertile and densely populated
areas of the world and the river covers an area of 1,000,000 sq. km. Ganges River
Dolphin is an endangered animal by IUCN. The River Ganga widens out into the
Ganges Delta in the Sundarbans swamp of Bangladesh, and emptying into the Bay
of Bengal.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) According to PAI 2020, which among the following states has worst
performers?
A.Manipur
B.Meghalaya
C.Kerala
D.Tamilnadu

Answer A
Explanation The worst performers with negative points are Manipur (-0.363), Delhi (-0.289) and
Uttarakhand (-0.277), according to the PAC report.

2) In PAI - Public Affairs Index 2020 which southern state takes thhe 1st
place?
A.Tamilnadu
B.Kerala
C.Karnataka
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation Four southern states, Kerala (1.388 ), Tamil Nadu (0.912), Andhra Pradesh (0.531)
& Karnataka (0.468) stood in the 1st four ranks in the large state category in terms of governance.

3) Which of the following states was/were at the bottom in PAI 2020?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Odisha
C.Bihar
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Four southern states, Kerala (1.388 ), Tamil Nadu (0.912), Andhra Pradesh (0.531)
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& Karnataka (0.468) stood in the 1st four ranks in the large state category in terms of
governance.Uttar Pradesh (-1.461), Odisha (-1.201) & Bihar (-1.158 ) were at the bottom of the
ranking.

4) Consider the following statements:1) Public Affairs Index (PAI) is a data
driven platform to rank the States of India from the lens of governance. 2) It
was developed by Niti Aayog by collecting data from Union Government
Ministries and Departments. 3) Kerala ranked first in the large state category
in terms of governance. Which of the above statement/s is/are correct?
A.1 and 2 only
B.2 and 3 only
C.1 and 3 only
D.1, 2 and 3

Answer C
Explanation Kerala was adjudged the best - governed state in the country while Uttar Pradesh
(UP) pushed to the bottom in the large states category, according to the PAI - Public Affairs
Index 2020 released by the Public Affairs Centre.

5) Which have the following state/states have/has saturation plan of 100%
Functional Household Tap Connection (FHTCs) in 2021?
A.Bihar
B.Puducherry
C.Telangana
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The goal of the mission, have finalized the saturation plan as below: Functional
Household Tap Connection (FHTCs) 100% FHTCs - 2020: Goa (Target achieved)100% FHTCs 2021: A&N Islands, Bihar, Puducherry, Telangana

6) Which have the following state/states have/has saturation plan of 100%
Functional Household Tap Connection (FHTCs) in 2022?
A.Jammu & Kashmir
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B.Telangana
C.Bihar
D.Himachal Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation 100% FHTCs - 2020: Goa (Target achieved)100% FHTCs - 2021: A&N Islands,
Bihar, Puducherry, Telangana100% FHTCs - 2022: Haryana, Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh,
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Punjab, Sikkim, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh.

7) Which have the following state/states have/has saturation plan of 100%
Functional Household Tap Connection (FHTCs) in 2023?
A.Arunachal Pradesh
B.Karnataka
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Both C and D

Answer D
Explanation 100% FHTCs - 2022: Haryana, Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Gujarat, Himachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Punjab, Sikkim, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh100% FHTCs - 2023: Arunachal
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tamil
Nadu, Tripura

8) Which have the following state/states have/has saturation plan of 100%
Functional Household Tap Connection (FHTCs) in 2024?
A.Arunachal Pradesh
B.Kerala
C.Assam
D.Tamilnadu

Answer C
Explanation 100% FHTCs - 2023: Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tamil Nadu, Tripura100% FHTCs - 2024: Assam,
Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, West Bengal.

9) China's three goals of strategic period to be acheived
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by___________________________
A.2025,2027,2029
B.2025,2027,2035
C.2024,2027,2035
D.2025,2027,2030

Answer B
Explanation Chinas ruling party- CPC (Communist Party of China) sets long-term targets for
boosting economy and military power.It announced 3 goals to be achieved by 2025, 2027 and
2035

10) Mansar Lake is located in _______________________A.J and K
B.Gujarat
C.Karnataka
D.Kerala

Answer A
Explanation In the view of increaseing tourism, Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of Development
of North Eastern Region, inaugurated the Mansar Lake Development Plan in J & K (Jammu and
Kashmir)

11) Mansar Lake is known for __________________________A.Flora and Fauna
B.Its Heritage
C.Pilgramage poinnt
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Mansar is of importance from pilgrimage as well heritage point of view beyond
being the most scenic attraction due to vast Mansar Lake and its flora and fauna.

12) Water Aerodrome at Kevadia was inaugurated by
______________________
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A.Prime Ministser
B.Vice President
C.President
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Prime Minister Modi inaugurated Water Aerodrome at Kevadia and the Sea-plane
Service connecting Statue of Unity in Kevadia with Sabarmati Riverfront in Ahmedabad.

13) VAIBHAV Summit is for
A.Indian Resident Scientists/Academicians
B.Overseas Indian Scientists/Academicians
C.Both A and B
D.None of these

Answer C
Explanation The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated
theVaishwikBharatiyaVaigyanik (VAIBHAV) Summit, a global virtual summit of overseas &
resident Indian researchers & Academicians on Gandhi Jayanti, October 2, 2020 which concluded
on the occasion of SardarVallabhbhai Patel Jayanti, 31st October 2020.

14) Unity Day (Rashtriya Ekta Diwas) is celebrated on
_______________________
A.30 October
B.1 November
C.30 November
D.31 October

Answer D
Explanation The National Unity Day (Rashtriya Ekta Diwas) is celebrated on 31st October
annually to commemorate the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. PM Narendra Modi
launched the seaplane service from Ahmedabad to the Statue of Unity, Kevadia.

15) National Unity Day (Rashtriya Ekta Diwas) is celebrated to commemorate
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the birth anniversary of_______________________________
A.Nehru
B.Mahatma Gandhi
C.Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
D.Rajendra Prasad

Answer C
Explanation The National Unity Day (Rashtriya Ekta Diwas) is celebrated on 31st October
annually to commemorate the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. PM Narendra Modi
launched the seaplane service from Ahmedabad to the Statue of Unity, Kevadia.

16) Which of the following Committees of the Constituent Assembly of India
was headed b Patel?
A.Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights
B.Provincial Constitution Committee
C.Committee on Minorities and Tribal and Excluded Areas
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Vallabai Patel was born on October 31, 1875, in Nadiad, Gujarat. He was the 1st
Home Minister and Deputy Prime Minister of India. Patel Headed various Committees of the
Constituent Assembly of India, namely: Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights, Committee
on Minorities and Tribal and Excluded Areas, Provincial Constitution Committee.

17) Recently,Which among the following maritime navy joined in MALABAR
20?
A.Japan Maritime Self Defence Force
B.Royal Australian navy
C.Both a and b
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation The 2020 edition will now witness participation of the Royal Australian Navy
(RAN)in this joint maritime exercise.
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18) Phase 2 of MALABAR 20 is scheduled to be conducted in
A.Bay of Bengal
B.Indian Ocean
C.Arabian Sea
D.All the above

Answer C
Explanation Phase 2 of MALABAR 20 is scheduled to be conducted in the Arabian Sea in midNovember 2020.

19) In 2020, Army Aviation group celebrated ________anniversary of corps
day
A.34
B.35
C.39
D.36

Answer B
Explanation The Army Aviation Corps (AAC)celebrated its 35th Corps Day on November 1,
2020

20) Which among the following is/are operated by Army Aviation Corps
recently?
A.Chetak
B.Cheetah
C.Advanced Light Helicopter
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The AAC currently operates Chetak, Cheetah, Lancer, Advanced Light Helicopter
(ALH)

21) The National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal has been set up under
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A.Ministry of Home Affairs
B.Computer Emergency Response Team - India (CERT-IN)
C.Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
D.Ministry of Communications and Information Technology

Answer A
Explanation The Union Ministry of Home Affairs, to all States to examine & register FIRs based
on the complaints received on the National Cybercrime Reporting Portal,
www.cybercrime.gov.in.

22) Mission Sagar was launched in _____________________
A.May 2020
B.April 2020
C.Feb 2020
D.Jan 2020

Answer A
Explanation India launched Mission Sagar in May 2020 to assist island nations in the Eastern
Indian Ocean.

23) Which among the following women won the Shri Shakti challenge?
A.Dr P Gayatri
B.Hela Romita Ghosh
C.Dr Anjana Ramkumar & Dr Anushka Ashokan
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Top 3 winners of Shri Shakti challenge Dr P Gayatri , Hela Romita Ghosh and Dr
Anjana Ramkumar & Dr Anushka Ashokan.

24) Which among the following women selected as a Promising solution?
A.Vasanthi Palanivel
B.Shivi Jaya Parashar
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C.Both a and b
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation Top 3 Startups identified asPromising Solutionsare Vasanthi Palanivel , Shivi Jaya
Parashar and Ankita Parashar.

25) Which among the following states is the leading producer of Cannabis?
A.Bihar
B.Odisha
C.Nagaland
D.Assam

Answer B
Explanation Odisha is one of the leading cannabis-producing states in India.

26) In India ,Travancore Tortoise are distributed in the areas of
_________________________
A.Western Ghats
B.Eastern Ghats
C.Both a and b
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation In India it is distributed to the Western Ghats, across the states of Kerala,
Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu of southwestern India.

27) IUCN Status of Travancore Tortoise is _________________________
A.Endangered
B.Critically Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.None of the above
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Answer C
Explanation IUCN status of Travancore Tortoise is Vulnerable.

28) Which among the following oceans that Olive Ridley used as its habitat?
A.Indian Ocean
B.Atlantic Ocean
C.Pacific Ocean
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Olive Ridley inhabitwarm waters of the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian oceans.

29) IUCN Status of Olive Ridley is ____________________A.Endangered
B.Critically Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation IUCN status of Olive Ridley is Vulnerable.

30) All India Institute of Ayurveda is a blend of ______________________
A.Ancient Wisdom and Modern technology
B.Modern Wisdom and Modern technology
C.Both a and b
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The AIIA is a perfect blend of Ancient Wisdom and Modern technology. The
Institute has partnered various national and international research organizations to validate the
age-old concepts of Yoga and Ayurveda.
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31) Bhuvan Web App is related to ______________________
A.River Yamuna
B.River Ganga
C.NCR
D.None

Answer B
Explanation Bhuvan-Ganga Web App ensures the involvement of the public in the monitoring of
pollution that is entering into the Ganga river.

32) IUCN Status of Ganges River Dolphin is ____________________
A.Critically Endangered
B.Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer B
Explanation he River Ganga basin is one of the most fertile and densely populated areas of the
world and the river covers an area of 1,000,000 sq. km. Ganges River Dolphin is an endangered
animal by IUCN.

33) River Ganga empties into ___________________
A.Arabian Sea
B.Indian Ocean
C.Bay of Bengal
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation The River Ganga widens out into the Ganges Delta in the Sundarbans swamp of
Bangladesh, and emptying into the Bay of Bengal.

34) The disposal of any waste in the Ganga is banned
by____________________
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A.National Ganga River Basin Authority (NRGBA)
B.Ganga Task Force (GTF)
C.National Green Tribunal (NGT)
D.Ganga Action Plan

Answer C
Explanation In 2017, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) banned the disposal of any waste in
the Ganga.

35) The implementing agency of the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi
Pariyojana (PMBJP) is ____________________
A.BPPI
B.RBI
C.CBI
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The implementing agency of the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana
(PMBJP) is BPPI

36) In which year Join Task Force was created?
A.2010
B.2011
C.2013
D.2012

Answer D
Explanation The Joint Task Force (JTF) was created in 2012 as a forum for further deepening
the already strong economic ties between the India and UAE

37) Virtual Global Investor Roundtable is scheduled on
________________________
A.3rd November
B.4th November
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C.5th November
D.6th November

Answer C
Explanation The Virtual Global Investor Roundtable(VGIR) is being organized by the Ministry
of Finance, Government of India, and National Investment & Infrastructure Fund. Virtual Global
Investor Roundtable is scheduled on 5th November.

38) Accoring to the report,which of the following countries secured high
scores in Academic Freedom Index?
A.Uruguay
B.Portugal
C.Both a and b
D.North Korea

Answer C
Explanation Countries that scored higher than India are: Pakistan (0.554), Brazil (0.466),
Ukraine (0.422), Somalia (0.436) and Malaysia (0.582).Uruguay and Portugal top the list with
scores of 0.971 each, followed closely by Latvia and Germany.

39) Which of the following statements is/are correct? 1. A cold wave is a
weather phenomenon that is distinguished by a cooling of the air, marked by a
rapid fall in temperature. 2. In plains, a cold wave is declared when the
minimum temperature is 10 degrees Celsius or below and is 4.5 degrees
Celsius less than normal for two consecutive days. 3. In India, a cold wave is
declared by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.
A.1 only
B.1 and 2 only
C.3 only
D.1, 2 and 3

Answer B
Explanation A cold wave is a weather phenomenon that is distinguished by a cooling of the air,
marked by a rapid fall in temperature.In plains, a cold wave is declared when the minimum
temperature is 10 degrees Celsius or below and is 4.5 degrees Celsius less than normal for two
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consecutive days.In India, a cold wave is declared by IMD

40) Fortified rice, that the government is planning to distribute to school
children, contains 1. Iron 2. Folic Acid 3. Vitamin B-12
A.1 only
B.1 and 3 only
C.1, 2 and 3
D.1 and 2 only

Answer C
Explanation Fortified rice, that the government is planning to distribute to school children,
contains Iron, Folic Acid, Vitamin B-12

41) Which of the following is another term that describes Whale Beaching?
A.Cetacean Stranding
B.Whaling
C.Aqua Stranding
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation Whales are known to strand themselves on beaches across the world and they do so
singularly or in groups. Whale beaching, also called Cetacean Stranding is the phenomenon in
which cetaceans strand themselves on land (generally beaches)

42) Which of the following country is not a member of Gulf Cooperation
Council?
A.Bahrain
B.Kuwait
C.Oman
D.Israel

Answer D
Explanation GCC was established by an agreement concluded in 1981 among Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and UAE in view of their special relations, geographic proximity,
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similar political systems based on Islamic beliefs, joint destiny and common objectives.The
structure of the GCC consists of the Supreme Council (the highest authority), the Ministerial
Council and the Secretariat General. The Secretariat is located in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.It is a
political, economic, social, and regional organisation according to its charter.

43) Consider the following statements with respect to National Monsoon
Mission: 1) It was launched by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change 2) It builds a working partnership between the academic and
research and development (R&D) organisations, both national and
international. Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A.1 only
B.2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D.Neither 1 nor 2

Answer B
Explanation It was launched by the Ministry of Earth Sciences in 2012.Aim: To improve the
forecasting skills by setting up a state-of-the-art dynamic prediction system for monsoon rainfall
different time scales.NMM builds a working partnership between the academic and research and
development (R&D) organisations, both national and international.Its augmentation with the HPC
facilities has helped the country in achieving a paradigm shift in weather and climate modelling
for operational weather forecasts.

44) Consider the following statements: 1) Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
Janaushadhi Pariyojana is a campaign launched by the Department of
Pharmaceuticals 2) Janaushadhi Week was celebrated across the country in
the month of November Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A.1 only
B.2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D.Neither 1 nor 2

Answer A
Explanation It is a campaign launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals of the Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers.It seeks to provide quality medicines at affordable prices to the masses
through special kendras known as Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra.Initially
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launched in 2008, the scheme was rechristened in 2015.Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI)
is the implementing agency of PMBJP.BPPI (Bureau of Pharma Public Sector Undertakings of
India) has been established under the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Govt. of India, with the
support of all the CPSUs.Janaushadhi Week was celebrated across the country from 1st to 7th
March 2020, to inform and educate the general public about the price benefits and quality of the
medicines being sold at Jan Aushadhi Kendras.

45) Luhri Stage-I Hydro Electric Project located on ________________ river
A.Beas
B.Ganga
C.Sutlej
D.Bramaputra

Answer C
Explanation The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by PM has approved
Rs.1810.56 crore for 210 MW Luhri Stage-I Hydro Electric Project located on river Sutlej which
is situated in Shimla &Kullu districts of Himachal Pradesh.

46) Sutlej Jal Vidyut Nigam Limited has forayed into the fields of
______________________
A.Renewable Energy
B.Power Transmission
C.Thermal power generation
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Sutlej Jal Vidyut Nigam Limited has forayed into the fields of Renewable Energy,
Power Transmission and Thermal power generation.

47) Enhanced PINAKA rocket was developed by
__________________________
A.JAXA
B.DRDO
C.NASA
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D.All the above

Answer B
Explanation Enhanced PINAKA rocket, developed by Defence Research and Development
Organisation(DRDO) has been successfully flight tested from Integrated Test Range, Chandipur
off the coast of Odisha on November 04 2020.

48) PINAKA rocket would replace existing ____________________________
A.PINAKA MK-I
B.PINAKA MK-II
C.Both a and b
D.None of these

Answer A
Explanation Enhanced version of the PINAKA rocket would replace the existing PINAKA MKI rocketswhich are currently under production.

49) Which year the Society of Biological Chemists (India) was found?
A.1930
B.1940
C.1950
D.1960

Answer A
Explanation The Society of Biological Chemists (India) or SBC(I) was founded in 1930, with
itsHead Quarters at Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru.

50) Which among the following initiatives was launched Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs?
A.The Nurturing Neighborhoods Challenge
B.The Data Maturity Assessment Framework
C.On-line training programme for City Data Officers
D.All the above
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Answer D
Explanation Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs launched three initiatives namely, the
Nurturing Neighborhoods Challenge ,the Data Maturity Assessment Framework, and an on-line
training programme for City Data Officers.

51) As part of Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC),how many
quantitative climate change goals that India have?
A.3
B.4
C.8
D.6

Answer A
Explanation As part of its Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), India has three
quantitative climate change goals

52) Hurricane Eta has hit _____________________ Nicaragua
A.Northwestern
B.Northeastern
C.Southwestern
D.Southeastern

Answer B
Explanation Hurricane Eta has hit northeastern Nicaragua with life-threatening storm surges,
catastrophic winds, and flash flooding over portions of Central America.

53) Category 4 storm will have wind speeds between _______________ mph.
A.130 - 154
B.130 - 155
C.130 - 156
D.130 - 157

Answer C
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Explanation Hurricane Eta has hit northeastern Nicaragua with life-threatening storm surges,
catastrophic winds, and flash flooding over portions of Central America. It comes under the
Category 4 hurricane. Category 4 storm will have wind speeds between 130-156 mph, and the
storm will uproot trees and bring down power lines.

54) Who has found that Water bears found in Bangalore have a protective
fluorescent shield which helps it survive harmful UV (ultraviolet) radiation?
A.IIS, Bengalaru
B.IIT, Madaras
C.IIT, Pune
D.None of these

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, has found that Water bears found in
Bangalore have a protective fluorescent shield which helps it survive harmful UV (ultraviolet)
radiation.

55) PRASHAD is a initiative of the Ministry __________________________
A.Tourism & Culture
B.Health
C.Urban affairs
D.None of these

Answer A
Explanation Union Minister of State for Tourism & Culture inaugurated the "Tourist Facilitation
Centre" facility on November 04, 2020, at Guruvayur, Kerala, constructed under PRASHAD
Scheme.

56) Tropical cyclones or hurricanes use _______________ air as their
A.Cold, dry
B.Cold, moist
C.Warm, moist
D.Warm, dry
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Answer C
Explanation Tropical cyclones or hurricanes use warm, moist air as their fuel and form over
warm Equatorial water. When the warm, moist air rises upward from the ocean's surface, it
creates an area of low air pressure below.
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