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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
World Bank to fund USD 6 bn annual lending support to India
World Bank, the multi-lateral funding agency, has announced that it is to continue
providing a $6 billion annual lending target for India to support infrastructure
development and alleviate poverty. The announcement was made by President of
World Bank David Malpass during his visit in the backdrop of the recently released
World Bank report on Ease of Doing Business 2020.
As of now, around 97 projects are being currently executed in India with loan
assistance from the World Bank. For the 97 projects, it has provided $24 billion. It
is expected that the program will continue and reflect on the projects and reforms
that were going on in India.
About the World Bank:
Headquarters: Washington, D.C., U.S.
Membership: 189 countries (IBRD), 173 countries (IDA)
President: David Malpass
MD and CFO: Anshula Kant
Parent organization: World Bank Group
World Bank is a component of the World Bank group. The bank provides loans and
grants to poor countries to support infrastructure development and their capital
projects.
It constitutes of two institutions:
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD)
International Development Association (IDA)

DPIIT to introduce exercise to ease FDI norms
The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) launched a
new exercise to relax India's foreign direct investment (FDI) norms. The
decision was made in an inter-ministerial meeting held at DPIIT to discuss further
opening up in sectors, especially where 100% FDI is not allowed on the automatic
route. Earlier, the government opened FDI in contract manufacturing and eased
norms for overseas investors in single-brand retail and coal mining.
FDI Prohibited areas:
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FDI is prohibited in nine sectors namely gambling and betting including casinos,
lottery business, chit funds, trading in transferable development rights, real estate
business or construction of farmhouses, Nidhi companies, manufacturing of cigars,
cheroots, cigarillos and cigarettes, of tobacco or of tobacco substitutes, atomic
energy, and certain railway operations. India prohibits foreign technology
collaboration in any form including licensing for franchise, trademark, brand name,
management contract for lottery business and gambling and betting activities.

CCI approved acquisition of ANI and Ola by HMC and KMC
Competition Commission of India (CCI) approves the acquisition of a
shareholding in ANI Technologies Private Limited (ANI) and Ola Electric
Mobility Private Limited (OEM) by Hyundai Motor Company (HMC) and Kia
Motors Corporation (KMC). CCI approved the acquisition under Section 31(1) of
the Competition Act, 2002.
Partnership:
In March 2019, Hyundai and Kia announced an investment of $300 million in
Bengaluru-based Ola. The partnership was intended to help Ola to intensify its
battle with its rival Uber. This partnership enabled the companies to extensively
collaborate on developing unique fleet and mobility solutions, building Indiaspecific electric vehicles (EV) and infrastructure. The companies also agreed to cocreate solutions to operate and manage fleet vehicles.
About the companies:
HMC, KMC: HMC, and KMC are a part of the Hyundai Motor Group (HMG). The
companies are involved in the business of manufacturing and distribution of
automobiles, automobile parts, and accessories, after-sales service, research and
development of automotive engineering across several countries in the world.
ANI: ANI is a ride-sharing company that integrates city transportation for
customers and driver-partners onto an online platform. It will ensure convenient,
transparent, and quick service fulfillment.
OEM: OEM operates and envisages operations primarily in the electric vehicles
value chain, with a focus on the market for charging infrastructure.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(October 28 - November 3, 2019)

INTERNATIONAL
Rajnath Singh to represent India at SCO heads of state meeting
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will represent India at the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) heads of state meeting, which is to be held in
Uzbekistan on 2 November. Mr. Singh is to embark on a three-day visit to
Uzbekistan from 1-3 November.
He will also hold a meeting with Uzbekistan's defence minister. Both Ministers will
discuss military cooperation. It is expected that they will conclude discussions on
two pacts on military education and cooperation and military medicine.
Dustlik-2019:
Exercise Dustlik-2019, a joint military exercise between India and Uzbekistan, is
to be carried out from 4-13 November at Chirchiq training area in Uzbekistan. The
exercise will focus on counter-insurgency and counter-terrorist operations in
mountainous, rural, and urban areas.
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO):
SCO is a permanent intergovernmental international organization. It aimed at
strengthening mutual trust and neighbourliness among the member states.
SCO was established in 1996. Initially, China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
and Tajikistan were the members of SCO. Later, Uzbekistan was admitted to the
group. The declaration of SCO was signed in 2001. In 2015, India and Pakistan
were admitted to the group, and they joined the grouping officially in 2017.

Bangladesh holds the first phase of Bishwa Ijtema
Bangladesh is to hold the first phase of Bishwa Ijtema, the second largest
congregation of the Muslim community after Hajj. Bishwa Ijtema will be held from
10-12 January 2020 in Dhaka. The second phase of the Ijtema will be held from 17
to 19 January 2020.
The decision was taken in the preparatory meeting held under the chairmanship of
Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal in Dhaka. The announcement was made
by the State Minister for Religious Affairs Sheikh Md Abdullah.
Bishwa Ijtema:
Bishwa Ijtema is an annual event held in Bangladesh. It is held in a 160-acre field
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on the bank of the Turag River at Tongi on the outskirts of Dhaka since 1967.
Bishwa Ijtema means world congregation. It draws in Muslims from about 150
countries. In 2010, 5 million people were estimated to take part in the Bishwa
Ijtema. The gathering focuses on prayer and meditation and is not open for political
discussions.

Sophie Wilmes took office as the first female PM of Belgium
Former Belgian Budget Minister Sophie Wilmes has taken office as the first
female Prime Minister in the country's 189-year history. She was named as the head
of the countrys next caretaker government. She was sworn in by King Philippe. She
succeeded in the liberal leader Charles Michel.
She will become the president of the European Council on 1 December. Her role
has been described as a poisoned chalice, as linguistically divided parties struggle
to form a government.
Sophie Wilmes:
Sophie Wilmes was named the King as the caretaker prime minister. She is an ally
of Michel. In 2014, she was first elected to parliament. She was chosen by a
ministerial committee. Belgium has a reputation for political crises. In 2010-2011 it
was without a government for 541 days a record.

Lebanon PM Saad Hariri stepped down
Lebanons Prime Minister Saad Hariri submitted his resignation on 29 October.
The move comes after his efforts to resolve a crisis unleashed by huge protests
against Lebanon's ruling elite.
Saad Hariri's announcement came after 13 days of protest by hundreds of youths.
The protestors overran protest sites in downtown Beirut, ransacking tents and stalls
set up by demonstrators.
Reason for the protestors:
Lebanon is into a crisis because of the protests against the rampant corruption of
the political class that has collectively led Lebanon into the worst economic crisis
since the 1975-90 civil war. The Lebanese people demanded an overhaul of the
ruling class and an end to rampant corruption.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(October 28 - November 3, 2019)

Alberto Fernandez won the Argentinas presidential elections
Alberto Fernandez and his running mate, former president Cristina Kirchner,
won Argentina's presidential elections 2019. They defeated President Mauricio
Macri. Fernandez secured 48% of the vote, and the center-right incumbent
Mauricio Macri secured around 40%. Mauricio Macri is the first incumbent
president in Argentine history to be defeated in his re-election bid. The elections
were held in Argentina on 27 October 2019.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulated Alberto Fernandez on his victory in
Argentina's presidential elections. He also said that India is looking forward to
working with Argentina to further expand and deepen the strategic partnership
between the countries.

China to launch 5G mobile phone services
Chinas three state telecoms, namely China Mobiles, China Unicom, and China
Telecoms, announced that it is to launch 5G mobile phone services. The move is
to support Chinas ambitions to become a technology superpower.
Chinas commercialization of 5G will is aimed to provide a major boost to some of
the countries' largest technology companies that are responsible for building
nearly half of the countrys 5G network.
5G plan:
The telecom companies have announced plans in the websites and online stores
about the 5G plans. The plans start from 128 yuan a month. It is made available
from 1 November 2019. It will allow Chinese consumers nationwide to use the
ultra-fast mobile internet service.
The countries telecom sector is planning to install over 50,000 5G base
stations across 50 Chinese cities in the country by the end of 2019. The tier I cities
of China, including Beijing, Guangzhou, Shanghai, and Hangzhou, are already
covered by the 5G network.

Japan organized Design Festa to exhibit artwork
Japan is organizing Design Festa in Tokyo. In the art festival, around 12,000
artists will gather twice a year to showcase their art. The aim of the Design Festa is
to provide a platform for working professionals and amateurs to showcase their
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artwork. The exhibition artists give live painting demonstrations also.
A lot of university Art students, Japanese artists, and International artists exhibit
their artworks. Many visitors from Japan come to see the diverse art, design, and
craft of the exhibitors. Visitors can participate in arts and crafts. Visitors enjoyed
the performances by musicians and comedians at the festival.
Design Festa is held in a large exhibition hall where 2000 booths, 6000 exhibitors
in the summer, and 5000 booths, and 18,000 exhibitors in the spring, and autumn
showcase their artworks.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Manohar Lal Khattar sworn in as the CM of Haryana
Manohar Lal Khattarwas sworn in as the Chief Minister of Haryana for a
second term on 27 October. He will lead the BJP-JJP (Jannayak Janata Party)
coalition government in the state. Also, JJP leader Dushyant Chautala took oath
as the Deputy Chief Minister of Haryana. The oath office was administered by
Haryana Governor Satyadeo Narain Arya at the Raj Bhawan.
A total of 57 MLAs joined together to form the government. Of the 57 MLAs, 40
of them are from BJP, 10 of them are from JJP and seven are Independents. The
Cabinet members are yet to swear in as Minister of the Haryana Legislative
Assembly.
Manohar Lal Khattar:
Manohar Lal Khattar, 65, is a former RSS pracharak. Khattar was unanimously
elected as the leader of the BJP's legislative party in Haryana for the second term.
He represents the Karnal constituency in Haryana Legislative Assembly.

Centre amended the Conduct of Election Rules
Centre has amended the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 that allows the
Octagenarians (senior citizens above 80 years of age), absentee voters engaged in
essential services, and persons with disabilities (PWD) in the absentee voter list to
cast their votes through postal ballot. Now, there is no need for them to go to the
polling stations to vote. However, such voters will be given both the choices
available either to vote through postal ballot by following due procedure or by
going to the polling station on polling day for voting.
Amendment:
The amendment was recommended by the Election Commission of India (ECI),
the Ministry of Law and Justice. According to the amended Rule, the person will
make an application in a new Form 12 D. It will reach the Returning Officer within
five days following the date of notification of election. After the receipt of such an
application, the elector will be issued a postal ballot paper, which will be deposited
in the specified centre after the recording of the vote. ECI will ensure the ease of
voting to all such categories of electors.
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Odisha launched Meal in exchange for plastic waste initiative
Odisha's Kotpad Notified Area Council (NAC) launched a unique initiative to
deal with plastic waste. Under the initiative, it is giving away a free meal for one
kilogram of plastic waste. Aahar centres are accepting polythene bags, plastic
bottles, single-use plastic materials in exchange for a Rs.5 meal.
The initiative aims to sensitize people and create awareness among the people
about plastic waste.
NAC's other initiatives:
NAC has launched the initiative on the lines of the Chhattisgarh government. A
similar barter system was launched in Telanganas Mulugu district recently. The
District Collector announced 1 kg rice in exchange for 1 kg of plastic waste. The
district aims to make it plastic-free by 2020.
Plastic waste:
Plastic waste is hazardous as it poses a serious threat to live stocks. It chokes
drains, traps birds and kills livestock apart from causing serious health hazards to
humans. This is a small step to protect the environment and the health of people.

Centre forms panel to suggest measures to mitigate financial stress
The Central government has formed a panel to suggest measures to mitigate
financial stress in the sector. The move comes after the Supreme Court ordered
telecom companies to pay Rs.1.42 trillion in past statutory dues.
Roles of COS:
The Committee of Secretaries (COS) under the Cabinet Secretary will suggest
ways to tackle the financial stress in the telecom sector.
The terms of reference of the committee are not explicitly mentioned in the
Supreme Court ruling of 24 October but to look at the suggestions for deferring of
payments for spectrum.
The panel will re-look at the obligation to fund a universal service fund for
operators.
The panel will submit recommendations in a time-bound manner.
Panel members:
The Committee of Secretaries comprises secretaries of ministries of finance,
telecommunication, and law, among others.
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Nirmala Sitharaman released a special coin on Paramahansa Yoganandas
125th birth anniversary
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman released a special commemorative coin on
Paramahansa Yogananda to mark his 125th Birth Anniversary on 29th October.
He was recognized globally by the message of his that brought harmony.
Paramahansa Yogananda:
Paramahansa Yogananda was born in 1893. He is considered one of the preeminent
spiritual figures of modern times. He died in 1952.
Paramahansa has profoundly impacted the lives of millions with his comprehensive
teachings on:
the science of Kriya Yoga meditation
the underlying unity of all true religions
the art of balanced health and well-being in body, mind, and soul

MHRD to conduct EK Bharat Shreshth Bharat Parv in New Delhi
The Ministry of Human Resource Development is to conduct EK Bharat Shreshth
Bharat Parv event at the India Gate Lawn No. 6 in New Delhi from 31 October to
3 November 2019. The mega event will be inaugurated by the Union Human
Resource Development Minister, Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank.
Organized by:
The event was organized by Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS). All the 25
regions of KVS are paired with a State different from their own State and also a
Country.
Aim:
The event aims to showcase the spirit of Ek Bharat Shreshth Bharat. It also aims to
promote the communication and artistic skills of students by conducting various
competitions. The event provides a platform for teachers to express their talent in
performing and visual arts.
EK Bharat Shreshth Bharat Parv:
The mega-event provides a broad platform for the students to display their
creativity, originality, artistic skills, etc.
In this event, the students will prepare projects/exhibits on the culture, customs,
dress, agriculture, industry, economy, climate & topography, etc. of the State and
the Country allotted to them. It is expected that this will give them an opportunity
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to understand the Art and Culture of the paired States and the Countries. It will
imbibe a mutual respect towards different cultures.
The students will overcome many challenges, linguistic and geographical barriers
as they participate in the events.

Indian Railways to introduce OTP based refund system
Indian Railways (IR) has introduced a new one-time password (OTP) based
refund system for e-tickets booked through authorized railway ticketing agents.
This new method will be implemented by the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC). The new plan is applicable to those who booked the tickets
through 1.7 lakh authorized agents.
Aim:
The OTP based refund system aims to bring a transparent and customer-friendly
refund system for the reserved e-tickets, which are cancelled or fully waitlisted
dropped tickets.
OTP based refund system:
For passengers who booked e-ticket through authorized agents and cancelled or
fully waitlisted dropped tickets, he will receive an OTP as SMS on the registered
mobile number.
The passenger will have to share the OTP with the agent, and he will receive the
refund.
The passenger will be let known the amount of refund he will receive against his
cancelled ticket or waitlisted dropped tickets.

National Workshops on Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan scheme began
The National Workshop on Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY) began
on 30 October. The workshop will be held on 30-31 October. The workshop was
addressed by Shri Pravin Krishna, MD, TRIFED.
Aim:
The workshop was organized with an aim to take stock of all the activities under
the program and to plan future steps. Participants: Candidates from 25 States are
participating in the workshop, along with the Tribal Cooperative Marketing
Development Federation of India (TRIFED) team.
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VDVK Proposals:
TRIFED is working to develop an IT-platform and mobile application for
PMVDY. TRIFED has so far sanctioned 555 Van Dhan Vikas Karyakram
(VDVK) proposals from the 15 states, that is, 30 from Andhra Pradesh, 3 from
Assam, 8 from Bihar, 136 from Chhattisgarh, 17 from Gujarat, 39 from Jharkhand,
19 from Karanataka, 20 from Madhya Pradesh, 64 from Maharashtra, 6 from
Manipur, 20 from Nagaland, 156 from Odisha, 25 from Rajasthan, 7 from Tamil
Nadu and 5 from Uttar Pradesh.
TRIFED has requested the State Nodal Departments or State Implementing
agencies to nominate a nodal person and a team from their end. It is expected that
they could coordinate and update the Van Dhan Dashboard on a regular basis.

Indian Railways expanded e office system
Indian Railways has expanded the e-office system in the sector. It has adopted to
make it paperless, efficient, transparent, and expeditious.
e-office system:
The e-office system will bring absolute transparency, as anything, once written on
the file, will be archived. It will also have a monitoring mechanism to check as to
where the files are held up. This would enable quick disposal of files and
systematic, timely monitoring of pending files.
Indian Railways will change the work culture for providing better services to the
public. The e-Office system will lead to a paperless culture, which will save
operational costs and reduce the carbon footprint.
Implementation:
The implementation of phase-I of the NIC e-office suite was completed ahead of
time by RailTel. It was implemented under a MoU with Indian Railways in March
2019. The phase-I was mandated to complete the work by March 2020. RailTel has
created 50000+ users in 58 establishments of Indian Railways that have adopted
to paperless work culture as of 30.10.2019. It had also trained all the executives to
handle the platform.

MNRE hosts 2nd Assembly of ISA in New Delhi
The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) is hosting the second
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Assembly of International Solar Alliance (ISA) on 30 October and 31 October
2019 in New Delhi.
2nd Assembly of ISA:
The Assembly is the apex decision making body of the ISA. It directs ISA on
various administrative, financial and programme related issues. The coordination
and consultation meetings on different aspects of ISA programmes and initiatives
were held on 30 October 2019, and the Assembly met on 31 October 2019.
ISA has initiated many activities and programmes. The demand for over 1000 MW
solar power and 300000 solar water pumps has been collected from ISA member
countries.
Participants:
Delegates include members and ministers from member States, Observer States,
ISA Partners, and other invitees are participating in the assembly. Over 400
delegates are present in the Assembly.
1st Assembly of the ISA:
The first Assembly of the ISA was attended by 78 countries. The assembly
culminated as the countries affirmed their determination to accelerate the
deployment of solar energy worldwide for achieving universal energy access at
affordable rates. An Indian resolution to extend the Membership of the organization
to all countries that are members of the United Nations was adopted during the first
Assembly of the ISA.
ISA:
ISA is an Indian initiative that was launched by the Prime Minister of India and the
President of France on 30 November 2015 in Paris, France. The objective of the
ISA is to address the challenges that scale up solar energy in ISA member
countries. ISA undertakes efforts required to reduce the cost of finance and the cost
of technology, mobilize investments needed for massive deployment of solar
energy, and pave the way for future technologies adapted to the needs.

Santosh Kumar Gangwar inaugurated ESIC hospital at Rudrapur
Santosh Kumar Gangwar, Minister of State (I/C) for Labour and Employment
inaugurated the 100 bedded ESIC hospital at Rudrapur, Uttarakhand. The hospital
has been constructed in a plot area of 5 acres along with 32 staff quarters. The cost
used for the hospital was approximately Rs.97.72 crore.
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ESIC hospital at Rudrapur:
ESIC hospital at Rudrapur is provided with outpatient department (OPD) services.
The 100 bedded ESIC Hospital will be equipped with various high facilities like
operation theatre, casualty block, radiology, orthopedic clinic, psychiatric clinic,
general medicine, and many more for the Insured Persons and their dependents.
This Hospital would be exclusively run for the benefit of insured persons and their
family members covered under the ESI Scheme.
Centre's measure towards ESIC Scheme:
Government of India reduced the rates of the ESI Scheme from 6.5 % (Employees'
share 1.75% & Employers' share 4.75%) to 4% (Employees' share 0.75% &
Employers' share 3.25%). This has benefitted 3.6 crore employees and 12.85 lakhs
employers. ESIC has opened underutilized ESIC Hospitals and Dispensary-cumBranch Office (DCBO) pan India.
To promote ease of doing business, Centre has amalgamated 38 Labour Laws into 4
Labour Codes. Centre has also introduced Pradhan Manti-Shram Yogi Man Dhan
Yojna (PM-SYM) for workers of unorganized sector.

India to open 100 additional airports in the next five years
The government of India is planning to open 100 additional airports by 2024. The
decision was made at a meeting that was held to review the infrastructure that is
needed by 2025. The move is towards Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
announcement to double the infrastructure projects in a bid to revive growth and
achieve a target of making India a $5 trillion economy by 2025.
100 additional airports:
The aim is to revive economic growth in Asia's third-largest economy. The
proposal included starting 1,000 new routes connecting smaller towns and villages.
The proposal also includes boosting the number of locally trained pilots to 600 a
year and double the domestic aircraft fleet to 1,200 during the period. The
government has allocated Rs.1 trillion to build airports in the next 5 years.

India to a non TB country in the next five years
Ashwini Kumar Choubey, the Union Minister of State for Health and Family
Welfare, said that India would be a non-TB country by 2025 at a seminar on the
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eradication of tuberculosis (TB) organized at a Hyderabad-based hospital,
Telangana. The hospital has a TB centre where it provides free treatment to patients
in the State.
Tuberculosis (TB):
Tuberculosis is caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MTB) bacteria. It is a
potentially serious infectious disease that mainly affects the lungs. The bacteria that
cause TB spreads from one person to another through tiny droplets that are released
into the air through sneezes and coughs.
Symptom: The symptoms include fever, chills, night sweats, loss of appetite,
weight loss, fatigue, and nail clubbing.
TB in Telangana:
Many people die from TB every year in Telangana. The State has committed itself
to eradicating TB before 2025. India fixed a deadline of 2025 to eradicate
tuberculosis (TB) against the global deadline of 2030.

KVS Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Parv was inaugurated in India Gate
KVS- Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Parv was inaugurated at India Gate, Lawn
No. 6, Maharashtra. It was inaugurated by Union Human Resource Development
Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank inaugurated the four-day mega cultural
event KVS Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Parv.
Aim:
The event aims to celebrate Unity in Diversity of the country and to reconnect and
preserve the widespread emotional bonds among the people of the country at India
Gate.
Participants:
In the 2019 year event, 2375 participants gathered to participate in the mega event.
The unique feature of the mega event is that the students from one part of the
country exhibits the cultural diversity of the other part of the country and the world.
Event:
On the first day of Shobha Yatra, a cultural march-past was showcased by the
participants. Shobha yatra was accompanied by song, dance, and artefacts in the
background. Other competitions like Group Dance of different states and countries,
Theatre on pertinent issues, Quiz, Creative Writing, Spell Bee, Painting, Debates,
and solo song are conducted for various events. Twenty-eight competitive events
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are taking place in this mega event.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel is on a two day visit to India
German Chancellor Angela Merkel is on a two-day visit to India. Dr. Merkel
will hold talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi regarding bilateral issues.
Agenda:
Dr. Merkel paid tributes to Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi at Rajghat.
Angela Merkel will have delegation-level talks with an aim to strengthen bilateral
and multi-lateral efforts to combat terrorism and extremism.
The countries are also working on opportunities in E-mobility, smart cities, inland
waterways, and environment conservation.
Angela Merkel will co-chair the fifth IGC alongside PM Modi.
It is expected that around 20 agreements are expected to be signed between the two
countries.

CIL sets target to produce 750 million tonnes of by next financial year
Coal India Limited (CIL) has set its target to produce 750 million tonnes of coal
by the Financial Year 2020-21 and further produce one billion tonnes of coal in the
FY 2023-24. The announcement was made by the Minister of Coal & Mines,
Pralhad Joshi, at the 45th Foundation Day of CIL held in Kolkata on 1 November.
CIL is currently given the target of producing 660 million tonnes of coal, which
amounts to 82% of the total coal output of India. The company is also planning to
offer around 10,000 new jobs to boost employment. CIL is taking the necessary
steps to achieve the goal in light of the growing energy requirements of the nation.
Coal India Limited (CIL):
Founded on: 1975
Headquarters: West Bengal, India
Chairman & MD: Anil Kumar Jha
It is an Indian state-controlled coal mining and refinery company. It is the largest
coal-producing company in the world.

VP Naidu inaugurated the 21st North East Book Fair in Guwahati
Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated the 21st North East Book Fair in
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Guwahati, Assam on 1 November, in the presence of Assam Governor Jagdish
Mukhi, Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal. The book fair aims to help in creating
intelligent, resourceful, and compassionate minds.
Organized by: The book fair was organized by Assam Publishers and Book Sellers
Association. It witnessed the participation of around 76 publishers.
There are over 217 bookstalls, including one from Bangladesh, across India. The
21st North East Book Fair will be open to the public for 12 days. The book fairs are
considered as agents to popularise the books which delve on the culture, literature,
heritage, and ethnic tribes of the state.

German to invest 1 billion euros for creating friendly urban mobility
The German Chancellor Dr.Angela Merkel announced that Germany would invest
1 billion euros over the next five years. The purpose of the investment is
environmentally-friendly urban mobility in India. Germany also plans to invest 200
million euros in reforming the bus sector in Tamil Nadu.
FTA:
On 1st November, India and Germany agreed to deepen efforts to restart the stalled
negotiations for a free trade agreement (FTA) between India and the European
Union (EU). The failure of India anad Germany to bridge substantial gaps on
import issues has stalled the FTA negotiations since 2013.
The FTA negotiations between India and Germany was launched in 2007. The
countries witness problems due to the key issues like intellectual property (IP)
rights, duty cut in automobile and spirits, and liberal visa regime.

Centre to set up Women Help Desks and AHTUS
Centre is to set up Women Help Desks (WHDs) in ten thousand police stations
and for Anti-Human-Trafficking-Units (AHTUs) in the remaining districts of
India. The cost to be allocated for the implementation is Rs.100 crores each. The
funding out will be of the Nirbhaya Fund.
Proposal:
The proposal for the implementation of the project was initiated by the Ministry of
Women and Child Development. It pursued the project with the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) and then submitted to the Centre.
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The Empowered Committee (EC) decided to set up under Nirbhaya Framework.
The MHA has also been requested to ensure the nomination of State level nodal
officers for coordinating and monitoring the functioning of AHTUs and sharing
their data with the EC and the Ministry of WCD.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
IIT Hyderabad developed the worlds firstever Indian Brain Atlas
Researchers at IIT Hyderabad developed the world's first-ever Indian Brain
Atlas. It defines a template for the brains of people living in the Indian
subcontinent. The study revealed that the Indian brain is smaller in size, width, and
volume when compared to the brain from the Western and Eastern populations.
Indian brains differ from MNI's template:
Indian brains are smaller in size as compared to the Montreal Neurological
Institute and Hospital (MNI) template. The difference in the size of the brain in
scans look alarming and lead to misdiagnosis. The study is desirable in order to
build a larger atlas as it is important to understand structurally what is normal. This
would help to find several brain conditions in the early stage.
The team under Jayanthi Sivaswamy created India-specific templates by taking data
from 50 individuals that are balanced perfectly between males and females.The
MRI scans of the brains of the subjects were taken at 3 different hospitals in three
different scanners to nullify variations in the scanning machines.

Chandrayaan 2 found Argon 40 in lunar space
The Indian Space Agency, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO),
reported that Chandra's Atmospheric Composition Explorer-2 (CHACE-2) payload
on Chandrayaan-2 detected Argon-40 (40Ar) from the lunar exosphere. Among the
radiogenic gases present on the surface of the Moon, 40Ar is one of the isotopes of
Argon, which is a noble gas. The detection of 40Ar in the lunar exosphere is
significant for ISRO as it has a high escape rate.
Argon in Moon:
Argon is an important component of the exosphere of Moon. It originates from the
radioactive disintegration of Potassium-40 (40K). 40k has a half-life of 1.2X109
years.
40K nuclide is present deep below the lunar surface. It gets disintegrated to 40Ar,
which makes way up to the lunar exosphere through seepages and faults. 40Ar
escapes from Moon at a high rate between 3% and 6%.
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Harsh Vardhan inaugurated the robotic surgery facility in SJH
Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan inaugurated the
robotic surgery facility in the Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi.
Safdarjung Hospital:
Safdarjang Hospital (SJH) is one of the biggest tertiary care referral centre of India.
It functions under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. SJH caters to all poor
patients of uro-oncological cancers like kidney, bladder cancers, prostate, and
kidney failures across India.
Robot Surgery facility:
SJH is the first Central Government hospital in India to start this latest Robot
Surgery facility. The hospital provides treatment for all poor patients for free.
Robotic surgery provides minimally invasive surgery, reducing significantly the
morbidity and mortality of critically ill, cancer, and kidney failure patients.
The Robotic system provides 3-D vision, 7 degrees of freedom, ten times
magnification. It also provides better dissection with more precision. It reduces the
operating time of patients, which in turn creates a decrease in the waiting list of
patients for surgery significantly. So far, 25 surgeries have been done using a
robotic system.

Around 4 Guiness world record to be attempted during the 5th India
International Science Festival
Around four Guinness World Records is to be attempted during the course of the
5th India International Science Festival (IISF) that has been scheduled to begin
in Kolkata on 5 November 2019.
1) A small personal model of advanced spectroscopes ban is made by anyone using
a box made of cardboard that has a very narrow window used to channel light into
the spectroscope. A piece of a Compact Disc is used to split the light by a process
called diffraction. This attempt is dedicated to renowned scientists Meghnad Saha
and C. V. Raman.
2) The largest electronics lesson and assembly of optical media communication
units at a single location will be attempted with the participation of over 950
students on 6 November.
3) The record attempt for most people assembling Radio kits simultaneously will be
attempted on 7 November 2019 with the participation of over 400 students.
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4) The largest human image of a human chromosome will be attempted to be
formed on 8 November 2019 with the participation of over 400 students.
IISF:
The first and second IISF were held in New Delhi. The third edition was held in
Chennai, and the fourth IISF was held in Lucknow. It witnessed a widespread
footfall from over 10 lakh people, including foreign delegates. It is organized
jointly by Science & Technology -related Ministries and Departments of the
Government of India and Vijnana Bharati (Vibha).
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ENVIRONMENT
Centre to set up Bamboo Technology Parks in JK and Ladakh UTs
Centre has announced that it is to set up Bamboo Technology Parks would be set
up in the two new Union Territories (UTs) of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh.
The decision was drawn in a meeting chaired by Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union Minister
of State (Independent Charge), Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region
(DoNER) with officials of the Ministry and the North Eastern Council (NEC).
Officials reviewed J&K:
High-level officials of the MDoNER recently visited the erstwhile State of Jammu
& Kashmir. The commercial exploitation of bamboo that is grown in the region
was discussed with the State officials during the review. The review team decided
that the model for bamboo cultivation, harvesting, and utilization currently existing
in the North Eastern Region shall be replicated in the two new Union Territories. It
is aimed at the setting up of the CBTC Centre will give a boost to the sector.
Project implementation:
The Cane and Bamboo Technology Centre (CBTC) project will be implemented
under NEC. The project to set up three new Bamboo Technology Parks in Jammu,
Srinagar and Leh will be in association with the National Bamboo Mission
(NBM).
Apart from the planned CBTC project in J&K, Centre has already approved a
Bamboo Industrial Park to be set up in the Dima Hasao district of Assam.
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BILLS & ACTS
TN became the first state to enact a law on contract farming
President Ram Nath Kovind approved the Tamil Nadu Agricultural Produce
and Livestock Contract Farming and Services (Promotion and Facilitation)
Bill, 2019. The Bill aims to set a policy framework and institutional mechanism on
agricultural produce and livestock contract farming. With the Bill approved, TN
state becomes the first state to enact the law on contract farming
The Bill was adopted by the Tamil Nadu State government in February 2019. The
Bill is first-of-its-kind legislation that assures farm income.
Contract farming:
Besides poultry, there was contract farming of sugarcane and herbs. But, until
now, there was no law to ensure the welfare of the farmers involved in it. To benefit
the marginal farmers, the Tamil Nadu state government came up with such
legislation. It is also expected that Contract farming will also lead to a good
understanding between farmers and farm-based industries.
Provisions of the Bill:
The Bill will provide protection to farmers or related groups to carry out a
transaction of their farm or livestock production with a processing firm on the rate
arrived at on the date of entering into the contract.
The bill will provide protection to farmers from price fluctuations.
It will also allow procuring firms or food processing industries to avail of quality
produce from farmers or farmer groups.
The Bill also has provisions to penalize firms or the procurer for possible
violations of the contract and provide relief to farmers.
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DEFENCE
Exercise Shakti to be held from 31 October to 13 November
Exercise Shakti-2019, a bilateral exercise between the Indian Army and French
Army, is to be held at the Foreign Training Node at Mahajan Field Firing Ranges
in Rajasthan from 31 October to 13 November.
Aim:
The Exercise Shakti aimed at counter-terrorism operations in the backdrop of
semi-desert terrain under the United Nations mandate.
Events:
The exercise focuses on a high degree of physical fitness, sharing of the drill at the
tactical level and learning of best practices from each other
The exercise also involves the neutralization of terrorists in a village hideout.
Participants:
The Indian army is to be represented by a contingent of the Sikh Regiment of Sapta
Shakti Command in the exercise. The French Army delegation will be represented
by troops of 21 st Marine Infantry Regiment of 6th Armoured Brigade.On 26
October, the French Army troops have arrived in India for training with Indian
troops.
Exercise Shakti:
The Series of Exercise Shakti between India and France commenced in 2011. The
exercise aims to enhance understanding, cooperation, and interoperability between
the two Armies.

Philippines to buy Indias BrahMos missile
The Philippines revealed its plan to buy India's BrahMos missile which can be
launched from all four platforms, ship, a plane, submarine, or on land. The
announcement was made by the Vice Commander of the Philippine Army Major
General Reynaldo Aquino during his visit to India.
The Philippine Army is to acquire BrahMos missile as its First Land-Based
Missile System Battery (1LBMS). The country aims to strengthen its coastal
defences. BrahMos missile is considered as one of the worlds fastest supersonic
missiles.
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India-Philippines:
As a part of the wider ties, India and the Philippines have a strong defense
relationship. The aim of collaborating with India by buying Brahmos will deepen
the defence ties.
It will focus on interactions such as naval ship visits and military training and
education and area such as disaster relief and counterterrorism. Both countries have
attempted to boost ties in areas such as military equipment and maritime security.
The two countries have signed four key agreements on white shipping.

DRDOs AIP system is boosted with the operation of land based prototype
Indian military's research and development agency, Defence Research and
Development Organisations (DRDO) programme to build a fuel cell-based Air
Independent Propulsion (AIP) system for Indian Naval Submarines, was
conducted at the Naval Materials Research Laboratory in Ambernath, Maharashtra.
The programme provides great value to the nation and the Indian Navy in
particular. The Operation of the land-based prototype engineered to the form-andfit of a submarine was witnessed by Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Karambir
Singh.
AIP System:
The Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) has a force multiplier effect on the lethality
of a diesel-electric submarine. It enhances the submerged endurance of the boat.
When compared to other technologies, the Fuel cell-based AIP has its merits in
performance.
Ministry of Defence is making its efforts to meet the performance standards and
timelines of the programme so that the induction of DRDO AIP into operational
Submarines could be achieved as per the Indian Navy schedule.

India and Saudi Arabia to hold first bilateral naval exercise
The first bilateral naval exercise between India and Saudi Arabia is to be held in
2020. The countries also plan to collaborate in research and acquisition of military
hardware, which will help broaden defence cooperation between India and Saudi
Arabia.
Aim:
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The exercisewill strengthen the position of the Indian Navy that spans from the
Strait of Malacca to the Straits of Hormuz. The bilateral engagement aims to
promote measures to ensure the safety and security of waterways in the Gulf region
and Indian Ocean region from threats that might affect the countries.
Bilateral Naval exercise:
Regarding the exercise, India and Saudi Arabia held a meeting in Riyadh in
November. It is also expected that the countries are to hold another meeting in India
in December. In the meeting, they will discuss to decide the contours of the naval
drill that has been scheduled to be held in the first half of March 2020. The
participants of the exercise is yet to be decided though both sides are expected to
field several warships for it.
MoU between GAMI and MoD:
On 29 October 2019, an MoU was signed between Saudi Arabia's General
Authority of Military Industries (GAMI) and the Department of Defence
Production, the Ministry of Defence (MoD). The MoU aimed at the collaboration
of GAMI and the Department of Defence Production in the military acquisition,
industries, research, development, and technology. Both sides signed an agreement
in the civil aviation sector also. India is the fourth country with which Saudi Arabia
has signed an agreement on strategic partnership. The other three countries are the
UK, France, and China.
The MoU covers collaboration in the military acquisition, industries, research,
development, and technology. In August 2019, a delegation from GAMI travelled
to India and visited companies engaged in making military equipment, including
Bharat Forge, Ashok Leyland, and L&T.

Customs, GST relief to give Rs.60,000 crore boost to defence
Union Minister of Defence Rajnath Singh said that the defence budget would be
augmented by more than Rs.60,000 crore over the next five years. The estimation
is because the MoD is to be exempted from the customs duty and goods and
services tax (GST), which began on 1 October 2019. The estimates announced by
the Rajnath Singh- led defence ministry showed that the exemptions from two
levies would significantly impact its budget and free up resources for
modernization and replenishment of equipment.
The defence ministry was severely affected by the imposition of customs duty in
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2016 on all military equipment imports, which was followed by the GST in the
year 2017. The two levies were aimed to promote the indigenous production of
defence equipment. But it became evident that there was a lack of capability to
produce certain items locally.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
President Kovind presented NCSR Awards
President Ram Nath Kovind presented the first National Corporate Social
Responsibility Awards (NCSRA) on 29 October 2019. The award instituted by
the Ministry of Corporate Affairs. The NCSRA aims to recognize the companies
for their outstanding contribution in the area of Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR). They have focused on sustainable projects creating a long-term impact.
Initiatives of CSR:
The CSR provisions under the Companies Act, 2013 came into force from 1 April
2014. Under the Act, a certain class of profitable companies are required to
contribute at least 2% of their three-year average annual net profit towards CSR
activities in a particular financial year.
CSR initiatives have been aligned with national priorities such as public health,
education, livelihoods, water conservation, sanitation, and natural resource
management. The innovative solutions to the persisting development challenges
will emerge from the CSR activities.

Leeladhar Jagoori received 2018 Vyas Samman
Hindi poet Leeladhar Jagoori received the KK Birla Foundations 2018 Vyas
Samman on 30 October. He was awarded for his collection of poems, Jitne Log
Utne Prem, his 12th anthology of poetry. The28th Vyas Samman was presented to
Jagoori by the renowned author Govind Mishra. He presented a new world of
experience, language, narrative, and art. Jagooris poems are the ever-changing
sounds of experiments and progress.
Leeladhar Jagoori:
Jagoori is a journalist, teacher, and poet of Hindi literature. He has written books,
including Natak Jari Hai, Shankha Mukhi Shikharon Par, and Anubhav Ke Aakash
Mein Chand. He received the Sahitya Akademi Award. In 2004, he was awarded
Padma Shri, the fourth highest civilian honour, for his contributions to Hindi
literature.
Vyas Samman:
The Vyas Samman was initiated in 1991 by KK Birla Foundation for an
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outstanding literary work in Hindi authored by an Indian citizen published during
the last ten years. The award carries award money of Rs.4 lakh along with a citation
and plaque.
Note: KK Birla Foundation confers other awards like the Saraswati Samman and
Bihari Puraskar for literature in Indian languages.

Rajinikanth to be conferred the Icon of Golden Jubilee of IFFI award
The Government is to confer the Icon of Golden Jubilee of IFFI award to the
eminent film personality Shri S Rajinikanth. It was announced by the Union
Minister of Information & Broadcasting, Shri Prakash Javadekar, in New Delhi on
2 November 2019. The award recognizes his outstanding contribution to Indian
cinema, during the past several decades.
Rajinikanth:
Rajinikanth was born on 12 December 1950 in Karnataka. His original name is
Shivaji Rao Gaekwad. Initially, he worked as a bus conductor for Karnataka State
Transport Corporation in Bangalore. During this period, he performed in plays.
Then, Rajinikanthplayed a small role in the Kannada film Katha Sangama which
was directed by Puttanna Kanagal. In 1975, he played a cancer patient in the Tamil
film Apoorva Raagangal directed by K. Balachander. Rajinikanth has acted in a
total of over 170 films in languages including Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam,
Hindi, and Bengali. He also starred a role in the Hollywood production, Blood
Stone in 1988.
In 2000, he was honoured with the Padma Bhushan, and in 2016 he was awarded
the Padma Vibhushan. In 2014, he was conferred with the Centenary Award for
Indian Film Personality of the Year at the 45th International Film Festival of India.
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SPORTS
Singh Kuntal sets record in the Ironman Malaysia event
Indian Armys officer Lt. Col. Swaroop Singh Kuntal became the fastest Indian
to complete Ironman Malaysia in a record timing of 12 hours and 14 minutes.
Athletes from across the world participated in the event. Ironman event consists of
sea swimming followed by cycling and running. The triathlon is required to be
done in a cut- off time of 17 hours.
During cycling, the maximum temperature reached 380C, and while running, it
reached 350C.
Lt. Col. Swaroop Singh Kuntal:
Kuntal is posted in Jhansi. He is a paratrooper and an IITian. He has proved his
abilities in many marathons and ultramarathons. He has covered 118.7 km and won
a 12-hour stadium run at Chandigarh. Kuntal represented Uttar Pradesh in the 23rd
National Road Cycling Championship in 2018. In September 2018, he won
Ironman at Jaipur International Triathlon. He underwent severe training to
participate in Ironman Malaysia, and his preparation included extensive running,
cycling, swimming, and strength training.
Ironman Malaysia:
The Ironman Malaysia was organized on 26 October at Langkawi Island in
Malaysia. It is known as the worlds hardest one-day endurance race because it has
an elevation of around 3000m in the 180 km cycling course. The triathlon is
organized by the World Triathlon Corporation (WTC). It consists of a 3.86 km
swim, a 180.25 km bicycle ride, and a marathon 42.20 km run in the given order.
The race should be completed 16 or 17 hours.

Woods equals the world record for most career titles on PGA Tour
Tiger Woods has equaled the world record for most career titles on PGA Tour. He
set this feat by winning the Zozo Championship in Japan as his 82nd US PGA Tour
victory. The previous world record for most career titles on PGA Tour was set by
Sam Snead. Slammin Sam Snead set the record in 1965.
Result of Zozo Championship 2019:
1) Tiger Woods
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2) H. Matsuyama
3) S.J. Im
4) R. McIlroy
5) G. Woodland
Zozo Championship 2019 is a professional golf tournament in Inzai, Japan. It was
co-sanctioned by the Japan Golf Tour and the PGA Tour.

Nirmal Purja summited 14 highest peaks in 6 months 6 days
Nirmal "Nims" Purja, a Nepalese climber, has summited the world's 14 highest
peaks in a period of six months and six days, which is 189 days. He smashed the
previous record by more than seven years. He climbed the Mount Shishapangma at
26,335 feet in Tibet. He summited the world's 14 tallest mountains in record time.
He reached the top of Mount Shishapangma in China on 29 October 2019.
Previous records: The two previous records for climbing the world's tallest 14
peaks were held by Polish climber Jerzy Kukuczka who summitted at 7 years, 11
months and 14 days, and South Korean climber Kim Chang-ho who summited
more than a month faster than Kukuczka.
Himalayan summit:
The Himalayan summit is nearly 8,027 meters above sea level. It is the smallest of
the 14 mountains on Earth that soar above 8,000 meters. It is considered as a realm
mountaineers refer to as the death zone.
Nirmal Purja:
Purja is a Nepalese mountaineer. He served in the British military before
attempting the lofty feat. In 2003, he joined the Brigade of Gurkhas, and in 2009,
he joined the Special Boat Service. In 2018, he quit the military as Lance Corporal
in order to focus on his mountaineering career.
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ARTS & CULTURE
Pasighat to host multilingual writers meet
East Siang HQ Pasighat of Arunachal Pradesh is to hostMultilingual writers
meet at the College of Horticulture & Forestry on 2nd and 3rd November 2019.
The event is held for the first time ever.
Hosted by:
The meet is being hosted by the Sahitya Akademi, in collaboration with Manipurbased Central Agricultural University, Imphal and the Arunachal Pradesh Literary
Society (APLS), Itanagar. This event is the second national-level event that is being
hosted in Arunachal Pradesh after the recent Senior Womens National Football
Tournament (DIPRO).
Participants:
Twenty-five prominent multilingual writers and poets across India and many
literary dignitaries of Arunachal Pradesh, the host state, are expected to attend the
event.
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OBITUARY
Japanese academic Sadako Ogata passed away
Japanese academic and diplomat Sadako Ogata died at the age of 92. She was the
first female to be appointed UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).
Sadako Ogata:
Ogata was born in Tokyo in 1927. She is the daughter of a Japanese diplomat
father. She became the first woman, the first Japanese person, and the first
academic to be installed as the (UNHCR) in 1991.
Ogata worked on some of the largest crises of the decade during her time in service
from 1991 to 2000. She was faced with one of the biggest crises of the 1990s;
millions of Kurdish refugees had fled to Iran after the Gulf Wars. She oversaw
large-scale operations in areas including Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, and the
Great Lakes region of Africa.

Justice N Venkatachala passed away
Former judge of the Supreme Court (SC), Justice N Venkatachala, has passed
away at the age of 89.
Justice N Venkatachala:
Venkatachala was born in July 1930. Justice Nanje Gowda Venkatachala obtained
his law degree from Mysore University. In November 1955, he enrolled as an
advocate in the then High Court of Mysore (now Karnataka). He practiced civil,
criminal and constitutional matters in Bangalore.
From 1963 to 1973, he served as a Legal Adviser to the University of Agricultural
Sciences, Hebbal, Bangalore. From 1968 to 1973, he worked as a Government
Pleader. From 1973 to 1977, he served as a High Court Government Advocate. In
November 1977, he was appointed an Additional Judge of the Karnataka High
Court and as a Permanent Judge in September 1978.
In 1990, he was part of a tribunal under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act,
1967. In July 1992, he was appointed a judge of the Supreme Court. In 1995, he
retired from the post. After his retirement, he served as Lokayukta for the State of
Karnataka.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
The 29th BASIC Ministers Meeting was held in Beijing
The 29th BASIC (Brazil, South Africa, India, and China) Ministers' Meeting
on Climate Change was held in Beijing, China, on 25th-26th October 2019. The
meeting was chaired by H.E. Mr. LI Ganjie, Minister of Ecology and Environment
of the Peoples Republic of China. Union Minister for Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, and I&B Mr. Prakash Javadekar represented India in the
Ministers' meeting.
Highlights:
The BASIC countries called for comprehensive implementation of the Paris
climate deal
The ministers of the meeting called on the developed nations to deliver on their
commitment to provide $100 billion climate
The ministers decided to foster climate resilience and promote the reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions, low-carbon, and sustainable development
The ministers agreed to collectively work towards the preparedness of the
international community for the wellbeing of all
The meeting highlighted that developing countries, including BASIC countries, are
notwithstanding various challenges including food security, poverty eradication,
and insufficient and uneven progress of domestic development
Substantial gaps in mitigation, adaptation, and support provided by developed
countries to developing countries in the pre-2020 period were highlighted in the
meeting. The Ministers urged the developed countries to take immediate measures
to close the gaps by revisiting the targets set for the countries on mitigation under
the Convention and the Kyoto Protocol and fulfilling their commitments of
providing support to developing countries

The 5th International Conference on ROADTECH was held
The 5th International Conference on ROADTECH (Sustainable Roads and
Highways-Smart Use of Available Resources for Green and Sustainable Roads)
was held in New Delhi on 30 October. Union Minister of State for Road Transport
V.K. Singh addressed the meeting.
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Highlights:
Discussion included the growth of the economy by propelling the infrastructure.
To achieve this growth India needs sustainable and environment-friendly roads and
highways.
The centre has planned to improve the field of infrastructure in the future than the
work done in the last five years
To find the unique way to monetize the road projects in an environment-friendly
manner was also discussed
The meeting culminated by deciding to focus on the infrastructure sector to fight
the economic slowdown.

The 35th ASEAN Summit began in Bangkok
The 35th ASEAN Summit began in Bangkok, Thailand, from 1-4 November
2019. Thailand Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha inaugurated the summit at
IMPACT convention complex, Bangkok. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
attend this summit on 3rd and 4th November.
Theme:
The theme for the 2019 summit is Advancing Partnership for sustainability.
Summit Agenda:
The four-day summit will hold the East Asia Summit (EAS) and the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Summit (RCEP).
The leader would discuss comprehensive and sustainable ASEAN economic
development and on negotiations related to RCEP, including the market opening.
RCEP is a free trade agreement (FTA) that is proposed between the ten members
state of ASEAN and its partner countries. The summit will also include a
discussion on security and cybercrime.
Other issues, such as connectivity, counter-terrorism, and maritime cooperation for
a peaceful and prosperous Indo-pacific region, will also be discussed.
Participants: The leaders of 10 ASEAN countries will participate in the summit.
Also, heads of the eight dialogue partner countries, including India, the USA,
Republic of Korea, China, Japan, Australia, and New Zealand, are participating in
the summit.
ASEAN:
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a group of ten member
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countries. It is headquartered in Jakarta, Indonesia. The Secretary-general is Lim
Jock Hoi. It encourages political, economic, and social co-operation in the region of
its member states. The 10 ASEAN countries are Singapore, Brunei, Malaysia,
Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, and Myanmar.
India, the US, Japan and Australia, and several other countries are it's dialogue
partners. ASEAN region comprises of about 1.85 billion people, and their GDP is
estimated to be $3.8 trillion.

Spain to host COP25 Climate conference
The Spanish government confirmed that it made its bid to host the COP25
climate summit on the scheduled dates of 2-13 December 2019. The move comes
after Chile withdrew its plans to host the summit due to deadly anti-government
protests. The COP25 summit is aimed to bring out details of the implementation of
the Paris Agreement climate pact.
The 25th annual Climate Change Conference will feature the 25th session of the
Conference of the Parties (COP 25) to the UNFCCC and the meetings of the
UNFCCC subsidiary bodies.
United Nations Climate Change Conference:
The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
Conference of the Parties (COP) aims to assess progress in dealing with climate
change. The first UN Climate Change Conference COP-1 was held from 28 March
to 7 April 1995 in Berlin, Germany.

India, US committed to combat money laundering cases
India and the US committed to enhancing cooperation to tackle economic money
laundering and combating the financing of terrorism. The decision comes after
the seventh Meeting of the Economic and Financial Partnership held in New Delhi
on 1 November. The meet was co-chaired by Nirmala Sitharaman, Minister of
Finance and Steven Mnuchin, the US Secretary of the Treasury.
India and the US:
The relationship between India and the U.S. has strengthened over time due to the
approach to tackling money laundering and combating the financing of terrorism as
they are the issues of the shared concern. The countries also reaffirmed their
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commitment to greater economic cooperation on global economic issues, both
bilaterally and multilaterally, in the G20.
India has demonstrated its support for action against non-compliant countries. India
and the United States continue to work on developing Anti-Money Laundering and
Countering Financing of Terrorism (AML/CFT) frameworks to mitigate the
associated illicit finance risks.

The 8th meeting of the IndoGerman Energy Forum was held in Delhi
The 8th meeting of the Indo-German Energy Forum (IGEF) was concluded on
1 November 2019 in New Delhi. IGEF was co-chaired by Mr. Sanjiv Nandan
Sahai, Secretary of Ministry of Power from the Indian side and Mr. Christian Hirte,
Secretary of State, Federal Ministry of Economic Affairs and Energy, Germany.
The Forum finalized the roadmap for future collaboration between the two
countries, including the Flexibilisation of existing coal-fired power plants. It will
also promote niche markets for Solar Energy, energy efficiency in buildings
through ECBC, building materials, and credit lines for financing corresponding
measures and RE evacuation through transmission grid infrastructure.
It took the following Subgroups under consideration:
Sub Group-I: Flexibilization in Thermal Power Plants.
Sub Group-II: Renewable Energies
Sub Group-III: Demand-side energy efficiency and low carbon growth strategies
Sub Group-IV: Green Energy Corridors
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SCHEMES
Delhi to extend free ride scheme to senior citizens and all students
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal announced that the free-ride scheme for
women on Delhi public buses might be extended to senior citizens and all students.
Free-ride scheme:
The scheme aims to help in women empowerment by bridging the gender gap that
exists in society. This will help the girls and women who had to drop out of schools
and colleges because of high transportation costs. They can now take buses to good
schools and colleges which are away from their homes.
Women taking Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC) and cluster buses issued
pink tickets of the face value of Rs.10 by conductors under the scheme. The
government will reimburse transporters based on the number of such tickets issued.
Delhi has also approved a grant of Rs.150 crore for the implementation of the
scheme in metro trains.

Patnaik announced financial assistance to childcare institutions under 5T
initiative
Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik announced financial assistance to all
childcare institutions in the State. Under the announcement, the district Redcross
Societies will be given an amount of Rs.10 lakh each for this purpose.
For the additional requirements in the districts like Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar,
Sundergarh, Ganjam, Balasore, and Sambalpur, an additional amount of Rs.10 lakh
will be given to these districts. The amount will be given from the Chief Ministers
Relief Fund (CMRF) and other sources.
Mr.Patnaik also directed the Secretary, District Collectors, and other senior officers
to visit local childcare institutions under the 5-T initiatives of the State government.
5-T initiatives:
The Odisha government follows the 5-T initiative for the welfare of the people. 5T
stands for Technology, Transparency, Teamwork, Transformation, and Time.
The initiative aimed at making governance people-centric.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Anup Kumar Singh took charge as the Director General of NSG
Former Ahmedabad city Police Commissioner and Senior IPS officer Anup
Kumar Singh have taken charge as the Director-General of the National Security
Guard (NSG). He was appointed by the Ministry of Home Affairs. The
recommendation of the Ministry of Home Affairs for Singhs promotion was sent on
10 October to the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT). The
appointment was approved by the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC)
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
After the retirement of Sudeep Lakhtakia, the post was lying vacant for over
months. Lakhtakia is a 1984-batch Indian Police Service (IPS) officer of Telangana
cadre.
National Security Guard:
NSG was established in 1984. It is the Counter-Terrorism Unit of the government
of India. It was raised as the federal contingency force.
Anup Kumar Singh:
Anup Kumar Singh, 59, is a 1985-batch IPS officer of Gujarat cadre. He has
served as police commissioner of Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

Rafael Grossi is appointed as the Chief of IAEA
Argentine diplomat Rafael Grossi was appointed as the new director-general of
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). He replaces the late Yukiya
Amano. He is expected to assume office on 1 January 2020. Grossi has been
appointed for a term of four years.He will be the sixth head of the IAEA.
Rafael Grossi:
Grossi, the Argentine diplomat, is a nuclear and diplomatic veteran from Buenos
Aires in Argentina. He served as a diplomat within the United Nations. He has
chaired expert panels on the UN Register of Conventional Arms in 1997 and 2000.
He headed the IAEA headquarters in Vienna, Austria. From 2002 to 2007, he
headed the UN's Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) in
The Hague in the Netherlands. He was named an ambassador to Belgium and
Argentine envoy to the UN office in Geneva.
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In 2010, IEA appointed Grossi as the assistant director-general for three years.
Also, he has been Argentina's ambassador to Austria, Slovakia, and Slovenia and
the permanent representative to international organizations in Vienna since 2013.

Radha Krishna Mathur appointed as the first Lt. Governor of Ladakh
Ex-IAS Officer Radha Krishna Mathur took oath as the first Lieutenant Governor
of the Union Territory (UT) of Ladakh. The UT of Ladakh came into being on 30
October after the centre's decision to end special status to J&K and split it into two
union territories.
Radha Krishna Mathur:
Radha Krishna Mathur is a retired 1977-batch IAS officer, from the Tripura cadre.
While retiring he serbed as the Chief Information Commissioner of India in 2018.
Mr. Mathur, 65, served as a Defence Secretary at the centre before his appointment
as Lieutenant Governor.
He is a post-graduate from IIT-Kanpurin Industrial Engineering. Mr. Mathur has
an MBA degree from the International Center for Promotion of Enterprises
(ICPE), Slovenia.
Other appointments:
The Centre appointed Umang Narula, an IAS officer of 1989 batch, as an advisor to
Mr. Mathur in the Ladakh UT. Also, SS Khandare, an IPS officer of 1995 batch, is
appointed as the Head of Police in Ladakh.

G C Murmu was sworn in as first Lt Governor of UT JK
G C Murmu was sworn in as first Lt Governor of the union territory of J&K
after the bifurcation of the state into two union territories of J&K and Ladakh. The
oath of office to Murmu was administered by Jammu and Kashmir Chief Justice
Gita Mittal at Raj Bhawan at the foothills of the Zaberwan range, J&K on 31
October.
G C Murmu:
G C Murmu, 59, is a 1985 batch IAS officer from the Gujarat cadre. He served as
the principal secretary to Narendra Modi during his tenure as Chief Minister of
Gujarat. He gained his Master of Arts from Utkal University. He also holds an
MBA degree from the University of Birmingham.
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Pavan Kapoor took charge as the Indias new Ambassador to the UAE
Pavan Kapoor took charge as India's new Ambassador to the United Arab
Emirates (UAE). He was appointed by India's Ministry of External Affairs on 28
August. His role is to provide guidance to further strengthen bilateral relations
between India and the UAE. He was welcomed by the Indian Consulate in Dubai.
Pavan Kapoor:
Pavan Kapoor is a 1990 cadre IFS officer. He served as India's Ambassador to
Israel for more than three years.

Sanjeev Nandan Sahai assumed charge as Secretary of the Ministry of Power
Sanjeev Nandan Sahai has assumed charge as Secretary of the Ministry of
Power. Previously, he served as the Special Secretary in the Ministry of Power. He
succeeded Subhash Chandra Garg, who retired on 31 October. Garg is a former
finance secretary. He had sought voluntary retirement and it was approved by the
government.
Sanjeev Nandan Sahai:
Sahai is a UT cadre IAS officer of 1986 batch. He also served as Additional
Secretary in the Ministry of Power from 2018 May to 2019 July. He has also held
several other important positions in the Union and state governments. It includes
DG and Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Secretarycum-Commissioner Transport for Delhi Government, Principal Secretary in the
Home Department, Chairman and MD of Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC),
Chairman of the Chandigarh Housing Board, Finance Secretary in the Delhi
government.

Air Marshal Amit Dev took charge as Air Officer in Charge Personnel
Air Marshal Amit Dev, AVSMVSM, took charge as Air Officer In Charge
Personnel, Air Headquarters Vayu Bhawan, New Delhi, on 1 November 2019.
Previously, he served as the Director-General Air (Operations) at Air HQ, where he
was responsible for various operations of the IAF.
Air Marshal Amit Dev:
Amit Dev graduated from National Defence Academy in December 1981. He
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graduated from the Masters in Defence Studies from Madras University and M.Phil
degree from Osmania and Madras University. He is a graduate of Tactics and Air
Combat Development Establishment (TACDE), Defence Services Staff College
(DSSC), College of Air Warfare (CAW), and National Defence College.
Amit Dev was commissioned in the flying branch of the Indian Air Force (IAF) on
29 December 1982 as a fighter pilot. In his 37 years of experience, he has flown a
wide variety of fighter/trainer jets in the inventory of IAF. He has a flying
experience of more than 2500 hours. He served as the Station Commander of the
Air Defence Direction Centre.

Lt Gen Anup Banerji took charge as Director General of DG AFMS
Lt Gen Anup Banerji took charge as Director General, Armed Forces Medical
Services (DG AFMS), on 1 November 2019. He will replace Lt Gen Manoj Kumar
Unni. Unni was appointed in the year 2018.
Anup Banerji:
Anup Banerji is an alumnus of the prestigious Armed Forces Medical College,
Pune. He is an outstanding cardiologist and an exceptional administrator. He held
various important clinical and staff positions including Head of the Department of
Medicine and Cardiology at MH CTC Pune and Army Hospital R&R, Consultant
(Medicine and Cardiology) at CH (EC), MG (Med) MG & G Area, Comdt AMC
Centre, and College Lucknow and DGMS (Navy).
In 1986, he was awarded the Sena Medal for his distinguished service. On 27
January 2019, he was appointed as Presidents Honorary Surgeon (PHS). Lt Gen
Banerji served as the DGMS (Army) prior to the present appointment.

Sumant Kathpalia to be MD, CEO of IndusInd Bank
Sumant Kathpalia has been selected by the private sector lender IndusInd Bank
as the new MD & CEO of the bank. Kathpalia is currently serving as the head of
consumer loans at the Hindujas-promoted lender.
Kathpalia will succeed Romesh Sobti, the current MD & CEO of the bank. Sobti
will be retiring in March 2020. He will be appointed after the approval of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI). His name has been forwarded to RBI for approval.
Sumant Kathpalia:
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Sumant Kathpalia is serving with the Induslnd Bank since 2008. He is credited with
building a consumer loan portfolio. It was a strategy to diversify the loan book
adopted by the bank. Kathpalia served as the head of the consumer loans vertical at
ABN Amro Bank.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Day for Audiovisual Heritage was observed on 27 October
World Day for Audiovisual Heritage was observed on 27 October. The day
enables us to pass down common heritage across generations. The audiovisual
documents contain the primary records of the history of the moving pictures and
radio sounds capturing of 20th and 21st centuries.
Theme:
The theme for the year 2019 is to Engage the Past Through Sound and Images.
It aims to recognize the expertise of the people working to safeguard collections of
the past for generations to come, which without large portions of our cultural
heritage would disappear to be lost forever.
History:
In 2005, the United Nations Education, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) approved the observation of World Day For Audiovisual Heritage
every 27 October. The 2005 biennial meeting urgent the conservation measures of
important audiovisual files.

International Animation Day was observed on 28 October
The International Animation Day (IAD) was observed on 28 October. The day
marks the main global event to celebrate the art of animation. The day recognizes
and celebrates the artists, the scientists, and the technicians behind animated art,
including animated movies.
History:
International Animation Day was proclaimed in 2002 by the Association
Internationale du Film dAnimation (ASIFA).This day commemorates the first
public performance of Emile Reynauds Theatre Optique in Paris, 1892. In 1895, the
Cinematograph of Lumiere brothers outshone Reynaud's invention and drove Emile
to bankruptcy. His public performance of animation entered the history of optical
entertainments as shortly as predating the camera-made movies.

World Thrift Day is observed on 30th October in India
World Thrift Day is celebrated every year on 31 October. The day aims to
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promote the savings and financial security of individuals and nations as a whole.
The aim of the day is to change the behavior of people towards saving and
constantly remind the importance of wealth.
Saving wealth helps to start a business, get a good education, and avail good
healthcare treatment. The saving habit in people will give independence to both
people as well as the Country.
History:
In 1924, the first International Thrift Congress was held in Milan, Italy. The
congress declared 31 October as the World Thrift day. The first World Thrift Day
was celebrated in 1925. But the first national Thrift Day was celebrated in the year
1921 in Spain and the US. The day was established to create awareness among the
people about the idea of saving their money in a bank rather than keeping it at
home.

International Internet Day was observed on 29 October
International Internet Day was observed on 29 October across the world. The
day marks the event of the sending of the first message, the first electronic message
which was transferred from one computer to another in California, the USA in
1969. The day shows the possibilities offered by new technologies to improve
standards of living by giving people more understanding of technology and its
functions.
History:
The Internet Day initiative was initiated due to the Association of Internet Users
with other Spanish associations to share and extend the Information Society to all
citizens. International Internet Day was first observed on 25 October 2005. In
November 2005, the Summit of the Information Society celebrated was
celebrated in Tunisia.
The summit culminated by proposing the observation of the Internet Day to the
United Nations. The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passed a
resolution for the observance of 29 October as the International Internet Day. The
day celebrates the people who helped build the internet. It also aims to reflect on all
the ways that it has changed our lives forever.
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World Stroke Day was observed on 29 October
World Stroke Day was observed on the29th of October every year. The day
provokes us to fight against stroke front and center on the global health agenda. It
raises awareness of the prevention and treatment of the condition. It also ensures
better care and support for survivors.
Stroke:
A Stroke is caused by poor blood flow to the brain (cerebral
hemorrhage) results in cell death. It leaves the person paralyzed. It is also is called
a cerebrovascular accident (CVA) or brain attack.
Symptoms: The symptoms include an acute change in the level of consciousness or
confusion, Partial vision loss, difficulty in speaking or understanding speech,
difficulty with balance and vertigo, numbness of one half or part of the body,
headache, and vomiting.
History:
World Stroke Day was instituted by the World Stroke Organization (WSO) in
2006. WSO's goodwill ambassadors to India is the Indian Cricketer Sunil Gavaskar.
WSO: WSO was founded in 2006. It is a non-profit medical association that works
to raise awareness of the prevention and treatment of stroke. Now, there are 4000
individual members and over 60 society members from 85 different countries.

National Unity Day is celebrated on 31 October
The Rashtriya Ekta Diwas or the National Unity Day is celebrated on 31
October in India. The day marks the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel. At the time of independence, Patel played a key role in convincing several
princely states to align with the Indian Union. The day celebrates Patel's efforts and
contributions to the country.
History:
In 2014, the Modi-led government decided that 31 October will be celebrated as
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas. The Ministry of Home Affairs announced that the day would
provide an opportunity to reaffirm the inherent strength and resilience of the
country to withstand the actual and potential threats to the unity, integrity, and
security of India.
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel:
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Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel is famously known as the Iron Man of India. Patel was
born on 31 October 1875 in Nadiad, Gujarat. After passing the bar examination, he
practiced law at Borsad, Godhra, and Anand in Gujarat. He was a senior leader of
the Indian National Congress (INC) and an Indian politician. He played a vital role
in Indias struggle for independence and contributed to integrating 565 princely
states of the country. He became Indias first Deputy Prime Minister and first Home
Minister. He died on 15 December 1950 after suffering a massive heart attack.

World Cities Day is observed on 31 October
World Cities Day is observed on 31 October. The day aims to promote the interest
of the international community to implement the New Urban Agenda globally. It
also ensures to enhance cooperation among countries in meeting opportunities and
addressing challenges of urbanization in cities.
Around half of the worlds population now live in cities. The number of the airport
is expected to double by 2050 as urbanization is one of the worlds most
transformative trends.
Theme 2019:
The theme for the year 2019, selected by the United Nations, is Changing the
world: innovations and a better life for future generations. The theme aims to
discuss how urbanization can be used to achieve sustainable development.
The aim of World Cities Day 2019 is to increase awareness of digital innovations
that can enhance the quality of life and improve the urban environment. It also aims
to show new frontier technologies and present opportunities for renewable energy
generation in cities.
Events:
The main event on this day is hosted by Ekaterinburg, Russian Federation, and is
jointly organized by UN-Habitat, the Shanghai Peoples Government, and the City
of Ekaterinburg. UNESCO will also be hosting a Conference on 31st October in
Paris, France.

World Vegan Day is celebrated on 1 November
World Vegan Day is observed on 1 November. The Day provides an opportunity
to promote the benefits of a vegan diet and veganism in general. On the Day, vegan
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groups and practitioners organize workshops to highlight the importance of animal
rights.
Vegan:
Donald Watson coined the term Vegan which was derived from the word
Vegetarian in 1944. During that time, the differentiation was that Vegans did not
consume dairy products. It then extended to eggs, and by 1951, veganism became a
movement of people who did not partake in the exploitation of animals.
The vegan food diet omits all animal products, including dairy, eggs, and meat.
Vegan diet is accepted by more people for both ethical and environmental reasons,
and also to improve health.
History:
The Vegan Society was established in November of 1944. World Vegan Day was
first celebrated in the year 1994. The day was instituted to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the UK Vegan Society. The President of the Vegan Society decided
to elect the date of the 1st of November.

AAC celebrated the 34th Raising Day on 1 November
The Army Aviation Corps (AAC) celebrated the 34th Raising Day on 1
November 2019. On this occasion, a Wreath Laying Ceremony was held at
National War Memorial, India Gate, New Delhi. Lt Gen Anjan Mukharjee
(Retd) and Maj Gen AK Suri, ADG Army Aviation laid wreaths in the presence
of a host of serving and retired aviation personnel.
Army Aviation Corps (AAC):
Active from: 1 November 1986
Director-General: Lt Gen P K Bharali
Additional Director General: Maj Gen Kanwal Kumar
Army Aviation Corps (AAC) is a component of the Indian Army. Initially, it was
an arm with limited Reconnaissance and Observation assets into a potent aerial
manoeuvre arm of the Indian Army. Combat aviation assets with electro-optics,
modern avionics, and weapon systems of AAC will perform multiple tasks in the
entire spectrum of conflict in varied and inhospitable terrain, including high altitude
areas.
AAC has witnessed both quantitative and qualitative growth. The Arm, in its
relatively short journey, has remained poised towards expansion and
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modernization. AAC has committed itself to be a major game-changer as a potent
force multiplier in the future.

International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists is observed
on 2 November
International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists is observed
on 2 November 2019. The day aims to make every individual and country to
reaffirm their attachment to the safety of journalists. It also aims to promote press
freedom across the world.
Keep Truth Alive:
The United Nations report said that in the past twelve years, more than 1,000
journalists had been killed for reporting the news and bringing information to the
public. According to the NGO Reporters Without Borders, more than 30 journalists
have been killed in the year 2019. The journalists who provide information to the
public are frequently threatened, attacked, or imprisoned, and some journalists pay
with their lives for their commitment. In most of the cases, the killers go
unpunished.
Concerned about the impunity in the journalism sector, UNESCO has launched
#KeepTruthAlive, a social media campaign. The campaign aims to gain the
attention to the journalists who face danger by highlighting the fact that 93% of
those killed work locally. It features an interactive map for the campaign, which
provides a clear demonstration of the dangers faced by journalists worldwide.
History:
In 2013, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) adopted Resolution
A/RES/68/163 at its 68th session. By passing the resolution, UNGA designated 2
November as the International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists
(IDEI). The date was chosen to mark the commemoration of the assassination of
two French journalists in Mali on 2 November 2013. UNGA also urges its
member States to implement definite measures countering the present culture of
impunity.
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BOOKS & AUTHORS
The Unquiet River A biography of the Brahmaputra to be released
A book titled The Unquiet River: A biography of the Brahmaputra by historian
Arupjyoti Saikia is to be released in the month of November 2019. The book was
published by Oxford University Press (OUP). The book reimagines the layered
history of Assam with the river at the centre.
The Unquiet River: A biography of the Brahmaputra:
The book describes the Brahmaputra river that shaped both the landscape of the
Assam valley and the livelihoods of its inhabitants
The book claims to combine a range of disciplinary scholarship to unravel the
geological forces as well as human endeavour which have shaped the river into
what it is today.
The book describes the river's long lineage and its centrality in Assam's
environment.
Arupjyoti Saikia:
Arupjyoti Saikia is a Professor of History at IIT Guwahati. He is a leading scholar
on Assam, with a particular interest in environmental history. His research covers a
long period of history and traverses various types of sources. He dug deep into the
developments of each period and highlighted the particular dynamics of each period
from the politics of British topography to the Mughal construction of alis or bunds.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
Ministry of Railways signed MoU with ISB
Ministry of Railways signed an MoU with the Indian School of Business
(ISB) for a strategic partnership. The MoU was signed by Shri Vinod Kumar
Yadav, Chairman, Railway Board, and Professor Rajendra Srivastava, Dean, ISB.
MoU:
The comprehensive MoU various aspects, including executive education programs,
developing research opportunities, developing case studies, and pedagogical
materials. It aims to make the Railways an innovation and
technology-driven future-ready organization.
The MoU will allow Indian Railways to build leadership talent in a rapidly
changing competitive environment. It will also facilitate research in areas of
importance to the Railways.
ISB will offer appropriate learning interventions, develop thought leadership, and
initiate research programs to bring up an innovative railway in Indias
developmental processes.
The Railway Board and ISB will also jointly conduct research in areas of mutual
interest and develop case studies. ISB is expected to initiate an Executive in
Residence Programme and involve senior executives of Indian Railways to
participate. ISB Faculty will be selected, and they will advise the Railway Board in
areas of mutual interest.
Indian Railways and ISB:
ISB is a global business school. It offers world-class management education across
its two campuses at Hyderabad and Mohali. So far, the ISB has been training the
Indian Railway officers for their mid-career training requirements. This MoU will
further strengthen the collaboration.

Odisha to partner with JPAL for transformative action
Odisha Government is to partner with Massachusettes Institute of Technology
(MIT)-based Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL), co-founded by
Nobel laureates Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo. The partnership aims for the
targeted intervention in a set of social sectors, including the poorest of the poor,
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through policy formulation and evaluations based on experimental research.
Regarding this, Odisha and J-PAL will sign an MoU on 31 October. The move by
the Odisha State government is made under the 5T Initiatives of the state that look
at transformative action.
Odisha- J-PAL partnership:
Under the partnership, J-PAL will work in at least eight districts of Odisha,
including the KBK region, on the improvement of the poorest of the poor, women,
and nutrition.
J-PAL would take large variables from the eight districts and match them with that
are in the existing research models. It will devise the evaluation and policy
formulations accordingly. J-PAL is known for conducting a comprehensive houseto-house survey to chalk out its research models.

GeM signed MoU with Indian Bank and Canara Bank
Government e-Marketplace (GeM) signed MoU with Indian Bank and Canara
Bank for payment-related services.
About the MoU:
The MoU will provide a paperless, cashless, and transparent payment system on the
GeM portal. The agreement will create an efficient procurement system for
government entities. The MoU will provide both the banks an opportunity to offer
an array of services, including fund transfer through GeM Pool Accounts (GPA),
advising of Performance Bank Guarantees (e-PBG), Earnest Money Deposit
(EMD) and Payment Gateway to the registered users on the portal.
GeM's other measures:
Apart from Indian Bank and Canara Bank, GeM works with other banks, Small
Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI), and Trade Receivables electronic
Discounting System (TReDs), with a focus to provide financing of working capital
and bill discounting.
Currently, the cost of capital is linked to the performance and rating of a seller on
GeM. This will ensure to help the sellers to access easy credit and do better
business with the government.
The GeM is to create of EMD pool account to make it easy for the sellers to
comply with the EMD requirements as they respond to bids.
Government e-Marketplace (GeM):
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Ministry of Commerce launched the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) initiative to
offer a one-stop platform that provides an online procurement of common use
goods and services that are required by various government departments,
organizations, Public Sector Units (PSUs). GeM provides transparent tools for
Direct Purchase, bidding, and reverse auction for government departments.

IIT Delhi ISRO is to jointly set up ISRO Space Technology Cell
The Indian Institute of Technology-Delhi (IIT-Delhi) is to collaborate with the
Indian space agency, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), to set up a
Space Technology Cell (STC). It has also been proposed that IIT-Delhi will
become an academic partner of ISRO in research areas like Artificial intelligence
(AI), nanotechnology, functional textiles, smart manufacturing or any area of joint
interest.
The Space technology cell will be focused to carry out the research projects in the
space technology that remains with specific deliverables.

India, Uzbekistan to sign MoUs for military medicine and military education
India and Uzbekistan are planning to sign two memorandum of understanding
(MOUs) concerning military medicine and military education. The 2 MoUs were
signed during the three-day visit of the Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh to
Uzbekistan, the Central Asian nation.
Highlights:
Rajnath Singh paid tributes at a memorial of former Indian Prime Minister Lal
Bahadur Shastri in Tashkent
He represented India at the Council of Heads of Government meeting of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), which was held in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan.
He held bilateral discussions concerning defence co-operation between the
countries with Uzbekistan Defence Minister Major General Kurbanov Bakhodir
Nizamovich.
They also discussed the co-operation between India and Uzbekistan on military
education and military medicine.
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INDEX / LIST
IIM Calcutta ranked 17th in the Financial Times Masters in Management
Rankings
Indian Institute of Management Calcutta (IIM (C)) secured the 17th
rank globally in the Financial Times Masters in Management Rankings 2019.
The institute secured the ranking for its 2-Year Masters in Business Administration.
IIM Calcutta topped among the 5 Indian B-Schools. IIM (C) has advanced by six
ranks in 2019, and the institute bagged the 1st place among the five Indian BSchools listed in the rankings. The ranking recognizes the quality of education
provided by the institute and the final outcome of successful employment among
the 2-Year MBA program's alumni.
Parameters:
The parameters considered for the rankings:
Employability among students within three months of completing the course
Involvement of women in the institute's board
International student in-take
Value for money ranking
Aims achieved by alumni on taking the course
Career services ranking

RIL becomes the worlds sixth largest energy entity with high m cap
Mukesh Ambani led-Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) has become the worlds sixthlargest energy entity with high market capitalization. RIL overtook British oil
major BP Plc in terms of market capitalization to become the worlds sixth-largest
energy entity.
RIL hit a market cap (m-cap) of $130.76 billion on 30 October compared with BP
Plcs $128 billion. The shares of RIL traded at Rs.1,466 on the BSE. It has gained
over 31% so far in 2019.
Saudi Aramco, the worlds largest energy entity, that pumps about 10% of the
world's crude. It has emerged as the most profitable company in 2018.
BP Plc and RIL partnership:
British major BP is a partner of RIL in its exploration and production ventures in
India. The teo companies operate an equal joint venture (JV) called India Gas
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Solutions. Both the companies are planning to partner to set up fuel retail outlets.
The companies also plan to invest Rs.40,000 crore in the Krishna Godavari block.
The project is expected to begin its production 2022.
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VISITS BY PM / PRESIDENT
PM Modi to visit Thailand from 2 to 4 November
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has embarked on a two-day state visit
to Thailand from 2 to 4 November 2019. He is visiting Bangkok at the invitation
of Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha.
Agenda:
PM Modi will hold meetings with the world leaders to discuss important bilateral
and global issues.
During his visit, he will attend the 16th ASEAN-India summit, 14th East Asia
Summit, and 3rd Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) summit and related events.
He will discuss important bilateral and global issues at the ASEAN Summit.
He will also address the Sawasdee PM Modi community programme in Bangkok.
The leaders will review the state of negotiations at the summit.
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FESTIVALS
Ladakh Literature Festival began on 29 October in Leh
Ladakh Literature Festival began on 29 October in Leh for the first time ever.
The three-day fest will conclude on 31 October 2019. It will culminate on the day
when Ladakh would formally become a Union Territory (UT) on 31 October. The
festival will mark the official separation of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh.
Organized by:
Ladakh Literature Festival is organized by the Divisional Administration in
association with the J&K Tourism Department, Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development Council (LAHDC) Leh, Ladakh Media & Art Organisation (LAMO)
and All Ladakh Tours Operators Association.
Participants:
Local artists, historians, musicians, poets, literary personalities, and writers from
various parts of the country are participating in the event.

Chhath festival began in Bihar
The four days long Chhath festival, worship of the Sun God, began in Bihar. The
festival is celebrated in Bihar, Jharkhand, Eastern Uttar Pradesh. In 2019, the
festival is celebrated from 31 October to 3 November. Nahay Khay is celebrated
on 31 October, Kharna is celebrated on 1 November, Sandhya Arghya is
celebrated on 2 November and Usha Arghya is celebrated on 3 November.
Karthik Chhath:
Karthik Chhath falls on the sixth day after Diwali. It is celebrated in October and
November. The Chhath festival begins with a ritual of Nahay Khaya Devotees,
especially women across the state who are taking a holy dip in Ganga and other
rivers, ponds, and water bodies on the first day. In this festival, the God of light is
worshipped to promote well-being, development, and the prosperity of human
beings. After worshipping the Sun and the Moon, the devotees prepare offerings of
kheer, rotis and bananas for their family. After the offering, the devotees fast for 36
hours without water. The devotees who observe fast during the festival are called
vrati.
On the third day of the festival, Sandhya Arghya, the devotees will take a dip in
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the holy water in the evening and they will worship the Sun god and Chhathi
maiyya. They offer the evening offerings to the god. On the fourth day of the
festival, Usha Arghya, the devotees go to the holy waters and offer morning
offerings before sunrise to the sun. After the offering they break their fast.
History:
Ancient texts say Rama and his wife Sita observed a fast and offered prayers to the
Sun god in the month of Kartika in Shukla Paksha after they returned to the
Ayodhya from 14 years of exile. Since then, Chhath Puja became a significant
Hindu festival, which is celebrated every year.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Centre plans to run ___________completely on renewable energy?
A.Ladakh
B.Kathua
C.Poonch
D.Ramban

Answer A
Explanation Centre plans to run Ladakh completely on renewable energy.

2) Tata Sons board okays _______ equity infusion in Tata Motors.
A.6,500
B.8,500
C.7,200
D.9,600

Answer A
Explanation Tata Sons board okays 6,500 cr equity infusion in Tata Motors.

3) Which company board okays 6,500 cr equity infusion?
A.Larsen and Tourbo
B.Ashok Leyland
C.Tata Board
D.Tech Mahindra

Answer C
Explanation Tata Sons board okays 6,500 cr equity infusion in Tata Motors.

4) Indian Railways to convert 200 saloons into ______tourist trains to be run
by IRCTC?
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A.10
B.9
C.8
D.12

Answer A
Explanation Indian Railways to convert 200 saloons into 10 tourist trains to be run by IRCTC.

5) China _________Pakistan call for early resumption of US-Taliban peace
talks?
A.Russia
B.Iran
C.Iraq
D.Indonesia

Answer A
Explanation China Russia Pakistan call for early resumption of US-Taliban peace talks.

6) India and France explore 3rd country projects in ______________?
A.Western Indian Ocean region
B.Central India region
C.Northeast India region
D.South Central Region

Answer A
Explanation India and France explore 3rd country projects in Western Indian Ocean region.

7) Where is the headquarters of EPFO located?
A.New Delhi
B.Chennai
C.Hyderabad
D.Mumbai
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Answer A
Explanation The headquarters of EPFO is New Delhi.

8) What is the captial of Russia?
A.Moscow
B.Kazan
C.Vladivostok
D.Sochi

Answer A
Explanation Moscow is captial of Russia.

9) Where is IRCTC headquarters located?
A.New Delhi
B.Chennai
C.Hyderabad
D.Mumbai

Answer A
Explanation The IRCTC headquarters located at New Delhi

10) Exercise Dustlik-2019 is a joint military exercise that is held between India
and __________.
A.Tajikistan
B.Kyrgyzstan
C.Kazakhstan
D.Uzbekistan

Answer D
Explanation Exercise Dustlik-2019, a joint military exercise between India and Uzbekistan, is to
be carried out from 4-13 November at Chirchiq training area in Uzbekistan. The exercise will
focus on counter-insurgency and counter-terrorist operations in mountainous, rural, and urban
areas.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(October 28 - November 3, 2019)

11) When was the World Day for Audiovisual Heritage observed?
A.19 September
B.27 October
C.14 November
D.30 November

Answer B
Explanation World Day for Audiovisual Heritage was observed on 27 October. The day enables
us to pass down common heritage across generations. The audiovisual documents contain the
primary records of the history of the moving pictures and radio sounds capturing of the 20th and
21st centuries.

12) When was the Exercise Shakti between India and France held for the first
time?
A.2010
B.2011
C.2012
D.2013

Answer B
Explanation The Series of Exercise Shakti between India and France commenced in 2011. The
exercise aims to enhance understanding, cooperation, and interoperability between the two
Armies.

13) Who is the President of the World Bank?
A.David Malpass
B.Anshula Kant
C.Kristalina Georgieva
D.Gita Gopinath

Answer A
Explanation The World Bank is headquartered in Washington, D.C., U.S. The President of
World bank is David Malpass, and MD and CFO are Anshula Kant. World Bank is a component
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of the World Bank group. The bank provides loans and grants to poor countries to support
infrastructure development and their capital projects.

14) Who was sworn in as the Chief Minister of Haryana for a second term?
A.Ghanshyam Dass
B.Randhir Singh Gollen
C.Shamsher Singh Gogi
D.Manohar Lal Khattar

Answer D
Explanation Manohar Lal Khattar was sworn in as the Chief Minister of Haryana for a second
term on 27 October. He will lead the BJP-JJP (Jannayak Janata Party) coalition government in the
state. The oath office was administered by Haryana Governor Satyadeo Narain Arya at the Raj
Bhawan.

15) What was the theme for the World Day for Audiovisual Heritage in 2019?
A.Your Story is Moving
B.Engage the Past Through Sound and Images
C.Sights, Sounds, and Slogans!
D.Don't lose Sight and Press forward

Answer B
Explanation World Day for Audiovisual Heritage was observed on 27 October. The theme for
the year 2019 is to Engage the Past Through Sound and Images. It aims to recognize the expertise
of the people working to safeguard collections of the past for generations to come, which without
large portions of our cultural heritage would disappear to be lost forever.

16) Who was sworn in as the Deputy Chief Minister of Haryana?
A.Dushyant Chautala
B.Mewa Singh
C.Anil Vij
D.Aseem Goel Naneola

Answer A
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Explanation JJP leader Dushyant Chautala took oath as the Deputy Chief Minister of Haryana.
The oath office was administered by Haryana Governor Satyadeo Narain Arya at the Raj
Bhawan.

17) Who is to represent India at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) heads of state meeting?
A.Ravi Sankar
B.Nirmala Sitharaman
C.Rajnath Singh
D.Subrahmanyam Jaishankar

Answer C
Explanation Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will represent India at the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) heads of state meeting, which is to be held in Uzbekistan on 2 November.
Mr. Singh is to embark on a three-day visit to Uzbekistan from 1-3 November.

18) Where will the Exercise Shakti-2019, the bilateral military exercise, be
held?
A.Gujarat, India
B.Paris, France
C.Lyon, India
D.Rajasthan, India

Answer D
Explanation Exercise Shakti-2019, a bilateral exercise between the Indian Army and French
Army, is to be held at the Foreign Training Node at Mahajan Field Firing Ranges in Rajasthan
from 31 October to 13 November.

19) When was the first World Day for Audiovisual Heritage observed?
A.1995
B.1998
C.2005
D.2007
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Answer D
Explanation In 2005, the United Nations Education, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) approved the observation of World Day For Audiovisual Heritage every 27 October.
The 2005 biennial meeting urged the conservation measures of important audiovisual files.The
first World Day for Audiovisual Heritage was observed on 27 October 2007.

20) Where will the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) heads of state
meeting be held?
A.Uzbekistan
B.Tajikistan
C.India
D.China

Answer A
Explanation Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will represent India at the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) heads of state meeting, which is to be held in Uzbekistan on 2 November.
Mr. Singh is to embark on a three-day visit to Uzbekistan from 1-3 November. He will also hold
a meeting with Uzbekistan's defence minister. Both Ministers will discuss military cooperation. It
is expected that they will conclude discussions on two pacts on military education and
cooperation and military medicine.

21) World Bank is to continue providing a __________ billion annual lending
target for India to support infrastructure development and alleviate poverty.
A.$5 billion
B.$6 billion
C.$8 billion
D.$10 billion

Answer B
Explanation World Bank, the multi-lateral funding agency, has announced that it is to continue
providing a $6 billion annual lending target for India to support infrastructure development and
alleviate poverty. The announcement was made by President of World Bank David Malpass
during his visit in the backdrop of the recently released World Bank report on Ease of Doing
Business 2020.
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22) Where was the 29th BASIC Ministers' Meeting on Climate Change held?
A.Beijing, China
B.New Delhi, India
C.Brasilia, Brazil
D.Stockholm, Sweden

Answer A
Explanation The 29th BASIC (Brazil, South Africa, India, and China) Ministers' Meeting on
Climate Change was held in Beijing, China, on 25th-26th October 2019. The meeting was chaired
by H.E. Mr. LI Ganjie, Minister of Ecology and Environment of the Peoples Republic of China.
Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, and I&B Mr. Prakash Javadekar
represented India in the Ministers' meeting.

23) What are the countries together form BASIC group?
A.Bolivia, Sweden, Africa, India, and China
B.Bolivia, Sweden, Austria India, and China
C.Brazil, South Africa, India, and China
D.Brazil, Singapore, Australia, India, and China

Answer C
Explanation The BASIC countries (also Basic countries or BASIC) are a bloc of four large
newly industrialized countries, Brazil, South Africa, India and China, formed by an agreement on
28 November 2009.

24) Exercise Shakti-2019 is a bilateral military exercise held between India
and _________.
A.Thailand
B.Russia
C.Japan
D.France

Answer D
Explanation Exercise Shakti-2019, a bilateral exercise between the Indian Army and French
Army, is to be held at the Foreign Training Node at Mahajan Field Firing Ranges in Rajasthan
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from 31 October to 13 November.

25) Centre has amended the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 that allows
citizens __________ to cast their votes through postal ballot.
A.above 85 years of age
B.above 70 years of age
C.above 75 years of age
D.above 80 years of age

Answer D
Explanation Centre has amended the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 that allows the
Octagenarians (senior citizens above 80 years of age ), absentee voters engaged in essential
services, and persons with disabilities (PWD) in the absentee voter list to cast their votes through
postal ballot. Now, there is no need for them to go to the polling stations to vote. However, such
voters will be given both the choices available either to vote through postal ballot by following
due procedure or by going to the polling station on polling day for voting.

26) IIM Calcutta ranked __________ in the Financial Times Masters in
Management Rankings.
A.5th
B.17th
C.23rd
D.45th

Answer B
Explanation Indian Institute of Management Calcutta (IIM (C)) secured the 17th rank globally in
the Financial Times Masters in Management Rankings 2019. The institute secured the ranking for
its 2-Year Masters in Business Administration.

27) Which country is to hold the first phase of Bishwa Ijtema?
A.India
B.Nepal
C.Saudi Arabia
D.Bangladesh
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Answer D
Explanation Bangladesh is to hold the first phase of Bishwa Ijtema, the second largest
congregation of the Muslim community after Hajj. Bishwa Ijtema will be held from 10-12
January 2020 in Dhaka. The second phase of the Ijtema will be held from 17 to 19 January 2020.

28) Who became the fastest Indian to complete Ironman Malaysia in a record
timing of 12 hours and 14 minutes?
A.Lt. Col. Swaroop Singh Kuntal
B.Lt. Col. Anil Kapoor
C.Lt. Col. Nav K Khanduri
D.Lt. Col. Sanjay Verma

Answer A
Explanation Indian Armys officer Lt. Col. Swaroop Singh Kuntal became the fastest Indian to
complete Ironman Malaysia in a record timing of 12 hours and 14 minutes. Athletes from across
the world participated in the event. Ironman event consists of sea swimming, followed by cycling
and running. The triathlon is required to be done in a cut- off time of 17 hours.

29) Which festival marks the official separation of Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh?
A.Ladakh Literature Festival
B.Leh Literature Festival
C.J&K Literature Festival
D.Arts & Craft Festival J&K

Answer A
Explanation Ladakh Literature Festival began on 29 October in Leh for the first time ever. The
three-day fest will conclude on 31 October 2019. It will culminate on the day when Ladakh
would formally become a Union Territory (UT) on 31 October. The festival will mark the official
separation of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh.

30) Who has taken office as the first female PM of Belgium?
A.Antoinette Spaak
B.Marie-Christine Marghem
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C.Sophie Wilmes
D.Jolle Milquet

Answer C
Explanation Former Belgian Budget Minister Sophie Wilmes has taken office as the first female
Prime Minister in the country's 189-year history. She was named as the head of the countrys next
caretaker government. She was sworn in by King Philippe. She succeeded in the liberal leader
Charles Michel.

31) Which Institute topped among the Indian Institutes in the Financial Times
Masters in Management Rankings 2019?
A.Indian Institute of Management Calcutta
B.Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad
C.Indian Institute of Management Bangalore
D.XLRI, Jamshedpur

Answer A
Explanation Indian Institute of Management Calcutta (IIM (C)) secured the 17th rank globally in
the Financial Times Masters in Management Rankings 2019. The institute secured the ranking for
its 2-Year Masters in Business Administration.

32) When was the International Animation Day observed?
A.25 October
B.28 October
C.3 November
D.6 November

Answer B
Explanation The International Animation Day (IAD) was observed on 28 October. The day
marks the main global event to celebrate the art of animation. The day recognizes and celebrates
the artists, the scientists, and the technicians behind animated art, including animated movies.

33) When was the International Animation Day proclaimed?
A.1995
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B.1998
C.2002
D.2005

Answer C
Explanation International Animation Day was proclaimed in 2002 by the Association
Internationale du Film dAnimation (ASIFA). This day commemorates the first public
performance of Emile Reynauds Theatre Optique in Paris, 1892. In 1895, the Cinematograph of
Lumiere brothers outshone Reynaud's invention and drove Emile to bankruptcy. His public
performance of animation entered the history of optical entertainments as shortly as predating the
camera-made movies.

34) Who is the first female Prime Minister in Belgium in 189-year history?
A.Annemie Turtelboom
B.Annemie Neyts-Uyttebroeck
C.Sophie Wilmes
D.Marie Arena

Answer C
Explanation Former Belgian Budget Minister Sophie Wilmes has taken office as the first female
Prime Minister in the country's 189-year history. She was named as the head of the countrys next
caretaker government. She was sworn in by King Philippe. She succeeded in the liberal leader
Charles Michel.

35) Which of the following act was amended to allow the Octagenarians
(senior citizens above 80 years of age), absentee voters engaged in essential
services, and persons with disabilities (PWD) in the absentee voter list to cast
their votes through postal ballot?
A.Conduct of Election Rules, 1948
B.Conduct of Election Rules, 1957
C.Conduct of Election Rules, 1961
D.Conduct of Election Rules, 1968

Answer C
Explanation Centre has amended the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 that allows the
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Octagenarians (senior citizens above 80 years of age ), absentee voters engaged in essential
services, and persons with disabilities (PWD) in the absentee voter list to cast their votes through
postal ballot. Now, there is no need for them to go to the polling stations to vote. However, such
voters will be given both the choices available either to vote through postal ballot by following
due procedure or by going to the polling station on polling day for voting.

36) Who presented the first National Corporate Social Responsibility Awards?
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.PM Narendra Modi
C.Former President Pranab Mukherjee
D.Former President Pratibha Patil

Answer A
Explanation President Ram Nath Kovind presented the first National Corporate Social
Responsibility Awards on 29 October 2019. The award instituted by the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs. The NCSRA aims to recognize the companies for their outstanding contribution in the
area of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). They have focused on sustainable projects
creating a long-term impact.

37) Delhi is to extend free-ride scheme to __________.
A.Senior citizens
B.Students
C.Men below 30 years and Octagenarians
D.A&B

Answer D
Explanation Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal announced that the free-ride scheme for
women on Delhi public buses might be extended to senior citizens and all students.

38) When was the declaration of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) signed?
A.1996
B.1998
C.2001
D.2005
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Answer C
Explanation SCO was established in 1996. Initially, China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and
Tajikistan were the members of SCO. Later, Uzbekistan was admitted to the group. The
declaration of SCO was signed in 2001. In 2015, India and Pakistan were admitted to the group,
and they joined the grouping officially in 2017.

39) Who instituted the National Corporate Social Responsibility Awards?
A.Ministry of Corporate Affairs
B.Ministry of Home Affairs
C.Ministry of Corporate Affairs and Ministry of MSME
D.Ministry of MSME

Answer A
Explanation President Ram Nath Kovind presented the first National Corporate Social
Responsibility Awards on 29 October 2019. The award instituted by the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs. The NCSRA aims to recognize the companies for their outstanding contribution in the
area of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). They have focused on sustainable projects
creating a long-term impact.

40) Kotpad Notified Area Council (NAC) launched a unique initiative to deal
with plastic waste. Where is Kotpad located?
A.Bihar
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Odisha
D.Rajasthan

Answer C
Explanation Odisha's Kotpad Notified Area Council (NAC) launched a unique initiative to deal
with plastic waste. Under the initiative, it is giving away a free meal for one kilogram of plastic
waste. Aahar centres are accepting polythene bags, plastic bottles, single-use plastic materials in
exchange for a Rs.5 meal.

41) Who proclaimed the International Animation Day?
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A.People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
B.Association Internationale du Film dAnimation
C.World Animal Protection International
D.Animal Welfare Institute

Answer B
Explanation International Animation Day was proclaimed in 2002 by the Association
Internationale du Film dAnimation (ASIFA). This day commemorates the first public
performance of Emile Reynauds Theatre Optique in Paris, 1892. In 1895, the Cinematograph of
Lumiere brothers outshone Reynaud's invention and drove Emile to bankruptcy. His public
performance of animation entered the history of optical entertainments as shortly as predating the
camera-made movies.

42) What is Octagenarian?
A.species of octavum
B.a person who can count number in reverse
C.scientist who invented octave
D.person of age above 80 and below 89

Answer D
Explanation Octagenarian-One who is between the ages of 80 and 89.

43) Who won the Zozo Championship in 2019?
A.H. Matsuyama
B.Tiger Woods
C.S.J. Im
D.R. McIlroy

Answer B
Explanation Tiger Woods has equaled the world record for most career titles on PGA Tour. He
set this feat by winning the Zozo Championship in Japan as his 82nd US PGA Tour victory.

44) Which Country is to buy BrahMos missile from India?
A.Thailand
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B.Vietnam
C.Philippines
D.Sri Lanka

Answer C
Explanation Philippines revealed its plan to buy India's BrahMos missile which can be launched
from all four platforms, ship, a plane, submarine, or on land. The announcement was made by the
Vice Commander of the Philippine Army Major General Reynaldo Aquino during his visit to
India.

45) Who set the previous world record for most career titles on PGA Tour?
A.Ernie Els
B.Sam Snead
C.Nick Price
D.Davis Love

Answer B
Explanation The previous world record for most career titles on PGA Tour was set by Sam
Snead. Slammin Sam Snead set the record in 1965.

46) Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman released a special commemorative
coin on Paramahansa Yogananda to mark his ________ Birth Anniversary.
A.100th
B.125th
C.150th
D.175th

Answer B
Explanation Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman released a special commemorative coin on
Paramahansa Yogananda to mark his 125th Birth Anniversary on 29th October. He was
recognized globally by the message of his that brought harmony.

47) When did Sam Snead set the world record for most career titles on PGA
Tour?
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A.1965
B.1973
C.1989
D.1995

Answer A
Explanation The world record for most career titles on PGA Tour was set by Sam Snead.
Slammin Sam Snead set the record in 1965.

48) When was Paramahansa Yogananda born?
A.1889
B.1893
C.1902
D.1903

Answer B
Explanation Paramahansa Yogananda was born in 1893. He is considered one of the preeminent
spiritual figures of modern times. He died in 1952.

49) Where was the Zozo Championship 2019 held?
A.Japan
B.China
C.Taiwan
D.N. Korea

Answer A
Explanation Zozo Championship 2019 is a professional golf tournament in Inzai, Japan. It was
co-sanctioned by the Japan Golf Tour and the PGA Tour.

50) Which State is the first to enact a law on contract farming?
A.Andhra Pradesh
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Telangana
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D.Tamil Nadu

Answer D
Explanation TN state becomes the first state to enact the law on contract farming. President Ram
Nath Kovind approved the Tamil Nadu Agricultural Produce and Livestock Contract Farming
and Services (Promotion and Facilitation) Bill, 2019. The Bill aims to set a policy framework and
institutional mechanism on agricultural produce and livestock contract farming.

51) When is the World Thrift Day observed in India?
A.25 October
B.30 October
C.31 October
D.2 November

Answer B
Explanation In India, the World Thrift Day is observed on 30 October every year in every
District of the State. Initially, the day was celebrated in India on 31 October. But after the demise
of the Prime Minister of India Indira Gandhi on 31 October 1984, the World Thrift Day is
celebrated on 30 October.

52) Which Bill aims to set a policy framework and institutional mechanism on
agricultural produce and livestock contract farming?
A.Tamil Nadu Agricultural Produce and Livestock Contract Farming and Services (Promotion
and Facilitation) Bill, 2018
B.Tamil Nadu Agricultural Produce and Livestock Contract Farming and Services (Promotion
and Facilitation) Bill, 2019
C.Tamil Nadu Farming and Cattle Contract Farming (Promotion and Facilitation) Bill, 2018
D.Tamil Nadu Farming and Cattle Contract Farming (Promotion and Facilitation) Bill, 2019

Answer B
Explanation President Ram Nath Kovind approved the Tamil Nadu Agricultural Produce and
Livestock Contract Farming and Services (Promotion and Facilitation) Bill, 2019. The Bill aims
to set a policy framework and institutional mechanism on agricultural produce and livestock
contract farming. With the Bill approved, TN state becomes the first state to enact the law on
contract farming The Bill was adopted by the Tamil Nadu State government in February 2019.
The Bill is first-of-its-kind legislation that assures farm income.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(October 28 - November 3, 2019)

53) After which incident, India is observing the World Thrift Day on 30
October?
A.Demise of PM Indira Gandhi
B.Demise of PM Rajiv Gandhi
C.Demise of Mahatma Gandhi
D.Demise of B. R. Ambedkar

Answer A
Explanation In India, the World Thrift Day is observed on 30 October every year in every
District of the State. Initially, the day was celebrated in India on 31 October. But after the demise
of the Prime Minister of India Indira Gandhi on 31 October 1984, the World Thrift Day is
celebrated on 30 October.

54) Which Ministry is to conduct EK Bharat Shreshth Bharat Parv?
A.Ministry of Human Resource Development
B.Ministry of Arts & Culture
C.Ministry of Corporate Affairs
D.Ministry of Home Affairs

Answer A
Explanation The Ministry of Human Resource Development is to conduct EK Bharat Shreshth
Bharat Parv event at the India Gate Lawn No. 6 in New Delhi from 31 October to 3 November
2019.

55) Who is organizing the EK Bharat Shreshth Bharat Parv?
A.Padma Seshadri Bala Bhavan
B.Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya
C.Sarvodaya Vidyalaya
D.Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan

Answer D
Explanation The Ministry of Human Resource Development is to conduct EK Bharat Shreshth
Bharat Parv event at the India Gate Lawn No. 6 in New Delhi from 31 October to 3 November
2019. The event was organized by Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS). All the 25 regions of
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KVS are paired with a State different from their own State and also a Country.

56) When is the World Thrift Day observed across the globe?
A.25 October
B.30 October
C.31 October
D.2 November

Answer C
Explanation World Thrift Day is celebrated every year on 31 October. The day aims to promote
the savings and financial security of individuals and nations as a whole. The aim of the day is to
change the behavior of people towards saving and constantly remind the importance of wealth.

57) When was the Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi was assassinated?
A.30 October 1984
B.31 October 1984
C.30 October 1985
D.31 October 1985

Answer A
Explanation Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi was assassinated at 9:29 a.m. on 31 October
1984 at her residence in Safdarjung Road, New Delhi.

58) Indian Railways (IR) has introduced a new ________ based refund system
for e-tickets booked through authorized railway ticketing agents.
A.OTP
B.e-line
C.e-fare
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Indian Railways (IR) has introduced a new one-time password (OTP) based refund
system for e-tickets booked through authorized railway ticketing agents. This new method will be
implemented by the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC). The new plan is
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applicable to those who booked the tickets through 1.7 lakh authorized agents.

59) When was the first electronic message which was transferred from one
computer to another?
A.1954
B.1957
C.1969
D.1976

Answer C
Explanation The first message, the first electronic message which was transferred from one
computer to another in California, the USA, in 1969.

60) When was National Security Guard established?
A.1978
B.1984
C.1992
D.1998

Answer B
Explanation NSG was established in 1984. It is the Counter-Terrorism Unit of the government of
India. It was raised as the federal contingency force.

61) In which state of the US was the first electronic message transferred from
one computer to another?
A.California
B.Mexico
C.New Jersey
D.New York

Answer A
Explanation The first electronic message was transferred from one computer to another in
California, the USA, in 1969.
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62) Who is the author of the book The Unquiet River? A biography of the
Brahmaputra?
A.Sandeep Reddy
B.Dipankar Narayan
C.Atanu Banerjee
D.Arupjyoti Saikia

Answer D
Explanation A book titled The Unquiet River: A biography of the Brahmaputra by historian
Arupjyoti Saikia is to be released in the month of November 2019. The book was published by
Oxford University Press (OUP). The book reimagines the layered history of Assam with the river
at the centre.

63) Who is appointed as the new director-general of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)?
A.Achim Steiner
B.Rafael Grossi
C.Hemant Singh
D.Mikaela Kumlin Granit

Answer B
Explanation Argentine diplomat Rafael Grossi was appointed as the new director-general of the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). He replaces the late Yukiya Amano. He is
expected to assume office on 1 January 2020. Grossi has been appointed for a term of four years.
He will be the sixth head of the IAEA.

64) When is the International Internet Day observed?
A.15 August
B.20 September
C.29 October
D.5 November

Answer C
Explanation International Internet Day was observed on 29 October across the world. The day
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marks the event of the sending of the first message, the first electronic message which was
transferred from one computer to another in California, the USA in 1969.

65) When was International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) established?
A.1925
B.1935
C.1957
D.1972

Answer C
Explanation The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is an international organization
that seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy and to inhibit its use for any military
purpose, including nuclear weapons. The IAEA was established as an autonomous organization
on 29 July 1957

66) When was the World Stroke Day observed?
A.7 April
B.30 June
C.15 August
D.29 October

Answer D
Explanation World Stroke Day was observed on the 29th of October every year. The day
provokes us to fight against stroke front and center on the global health agenda. It raises
awareness of the prevention and treatment of the condition. It also ensures better care and support
for survivors.

67) Who set a record by summiting the 14 highest peaks in 6 months six days?
A.Phurba Tashi
B.Nirmal Purja
C.Jerzy Kukuczka
D.Kim Chang-ho

Answer B
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Explanation Nirmal "Nims" Purja, a Nepalese climber, has summited the world's 14 highest
peaks in a period of six months and six days, which is 189 days. He smashed the previous record
by more than seven years. He climbed the Mount Shishapangma at 26,335 feet in Tibet. He
summited the world's 14 tallest mountains in record time.

68) The _______ edition of Tawang Festival is held in Arunachal Pradesh.
A.7th
B.10th
C.13th
D.18th

Answer A
Explanation The 7th edition of the Tawang Festival has begun with great fanfare and fervour in
Tawang, Arunachal Pradesh from 29 October to 31 October. The festival was declared open by
the United States Ambassador to India Kenneth Juster.

69) Who is the United States Ambassador to India?
A.Kenneth Juster
B.Richard Verma
C.Marc Benioff
D.Michael Davidson

Answer A
Explanation Kenneth Ian Juster is a U.S. government official who is currently the United States
Ambassador to India. He previously served as the Deputy Assistant to the President for
International Economic Affairs and Deputy Director of the National Economic Council in the
United States Government from January 2017 to June 2017.

70) In which state a total of 2,209 panchayats out of the total 3,226 was
brought under the of natural farming under the Prakritik Kheti Khushhal
Kissan scheme?
A.Uttarakhand
B.Assam
C.Himachal Pradesh
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D.Manipur

Answer C
Explanation The Himachal Pradesh state government announced that a total of 2,209 panchayats
out of the total 3,226 had been brought under the of natural farming under Prakritik Kheti
Khushhal Kissan Yojana. The announcement was made by the Chief Secretary Shrikant Baldi on
29 October of the state-level Task Force for Promotion of Organic and Zero Budget Natural
Farming.

71) Who is the Prime Minister of Lebanon?
A.Michel Aoun
B.Saad Hariri
C.Gebran Bassil
D.Nabih Berri

Answer B
Explanation Saad El-Din Rafik Al-Hariri is a Lebanese politician who was the Prime Minister of
Lebanon from December 2016 to the end of October 2019. He was also the Prime Minister from
November 2009 to June 2011. He is the second son of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafic
Hariri, who was assassinated in 2005.

72) The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT)
launched a new exercise to relax India's ________ norm.
A.trade fare
B.FDI
C.Forex
D.None

Answer B
Explanation The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) launched a
new exercise to relax India's foreign direct investment (FDI) norms. The decision was made in an
inter-ministerial meeting held at DPIIT to discuss further opening up in sectors, especially where
100% FDI is not allowed on the automatic route.

73) Which Scheme was launched to encourage Zero Budget Natural Farming
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in the Himachal Pradesh?
A.Prakritik kheti-khushhal Kisan Scheme
B.Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana
C.Swavalamban Yojana
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The Himachal Pradesh state government launched Prakritik kheti-khushhal Kisan
Scheme in order to encourage Zero Budget Natural Farming in the state. A budget provision of
Rs. 25 crore has been allocated under the scheme. Under the scheme, the farmers will be provided
training, necessary equipment, bio-pesticides, bio-insecticides, etc.

74) The ________ International Conference on ROADTECH was held in New
Delhi.
A.2nd
B.3rd
C.4th
D.5th

Answer D
Explanation The 5th International Conference on ROADTECH (Sustainable Roads and
Highways-Smart Use of Available Resources for Green and Sustainable Roads) was held in New
Delhi on 30 October. Union Minister of State for Road Transport V.K. Singh addressed the
meeting.

75) Which company became the worlds sixth-largest energy entity with high
market capitalization?
A.Amazon
B.ONGC
C.RIL
D.TCS

Answer C
Explanation Mukesh Ambani led-Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) has become the worlds sixth-
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largest energy entity with high market capitalization. RIL overtook British oil major BP Plc in
terms of market capitalization to become the worlds sixth-largest energy entity.

76) When is the National Unity Day celebrated in India?
A.5 October
B.15 October
C.31 October
D.2 November

Answer C
Explanation The Rashtriya Ekta Diwas or the National Unity Day is celebrated on 31 October.
The day marks the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. At the time of independence,
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel played a key role in convincing several princely states to align with the
Indian Union. The day of his birth, therefore, celebrates his efforts and contributions.

77) With which institute did the Ministry of Railways sign MoU for a strategic
partnership?
A.Indian Institute of Management Calcutta
B.Indian School of Business
C.Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad
D.Indian Institute of Business

Answer B
Explanation Ministry of Railways signed an MoU with the Indian School of Business (ISB) for a
strategic partnership. The MoU was signed by Shri Vinod Kumar Yadav, Chairman, Railway
Board, and Professor Rajendra Srivastava, Dean, ISB.

78) The National Unity Day marks the birth anniversary of ___________.
A.Lala Lajpat Rai
B.Jawaharlal Nehru
C.Bal Gangadhar Tilak
D.Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

Answer D
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Explanation The Rashtriya Ekta Diwas or the National Unity Day is celebrated on 31 October
31. The day marks the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. At the time of
independence, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel played a key role in convincing several princely states to
align with the Indian Union. The day of his birth, therefore, celebrates his efforts and
contributions.

79) Indian Railways is to expanded e-office system in association with
________.
A.RailTel
B.Ircon International
C.Rail Vikas Nigam
D.RITES

Answer A
Explanation Indian Railways has expanded the e-office system in the sector. It has adopted to
make it paperless, efficient, transparent, and expeditious. The implementation of phase-I of the
NIC e-office suite was completed ahead of time by RailTel. It was implemented under a MoU
with Indian Railways in March 2019. The phase-I was mandated to complete the work by March
2020. RailTel has created 50000+ users in 58 establishments of Indian Railways that have
adopted to paperless work culture as of 30.10.2019.

80) When was Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel born?
A.5 September 1868
B.14 November 1888
C.1 May 1891
D.31 October 1875

Answer D
Explanation Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel is famously known as the Iron Man of India. Patel was
born on 31 October 1875 in Nadiad, Gujarat. After passing the bar examination, he practiced law
at Borsad, Godhra, and Anand in Gujarat.

81) Who hosted the second Assembly of International Solar Alliance (ISA)?
A.International Atomic Energy Agency
B.Asian Atomic Energy Association
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C.Indian Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
D.United Nations Nuclear Programme

Answer C
Explanation The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) is hosting the second
Assembly of International Solar Alliance (ISA) on 30 October and 31 October 2019 in New
Delhi.

82) Who is the first deputy PM of India?
A.Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
B.B.R. Ambedkar
C.Jawaharlal Nehru
D.Lala Lajpat Rai

Answer A
Explanation Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel is Indias first Deputy Prime Minister and first Home
Minister.

83) Where was the First Assembly of International Solar Alliance (ISA) held?
A.New Delhi
B.Paris
C.London
D.Beijing

Answer A
Explanation The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy is organized the First Assembly of
International Solar Alliance (ISA) from 2nd to 5th October 2018 in New Delhi.

84) How much did the Centre allocate to build 100 airports in the next five
years?
A.Rs.1 trillion
B.Rs.3 trillion
C.Rs.5 trillion
D.Rs.6 trillion
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Answer A
Explanation The government of India is planning to open 100 additional airports by 2024. The
decision was made at a meeting that was held to review the infrastructure that is needed by 2025.
The government has allocated Rs.1 trillion to build airports in the next 5 years.

85) Which State is to partner with Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (JPAL), co-founded by Nobel laureates Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Gujarat
D.Odisha

Answer D
Explanation Odisha Government is to partner with Massachusettes Institute of Technology
(MIT)-based Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL), co-founded by Nobel laureates
Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo. The partnership aims for the targeted intervention in a set of
social sectors, including the poorest of the poor, through policy formulation and evaluations
based on experimental research.

86) When was the First Assembly of International Solar Alliance (ISA) held?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
D.2018

Answer D
Explanation The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy is organized the First Assembly of
International Solar Alliance (ISA) from 2nd to 5th October 2018 in New Delhi.

87) Competition Commission of India (CCI) approves the acquisition of
shareholding in ANI Technologies Private Limited (ANI) and Ola Electric
Mobility Private Limited (OEM) __________.
A.Hyundai Motor Company
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B.Kia Motors Corporation
C.TATA Motors
D.A&B

Answer D
Explanation Competition Commission of India (CCI) approves the acquisition of shareholding
in ANI Technologies Private Limited (ANI) and Ola Electric Mobility Private Limited (OEM) by
Hyundai Motor Company (HMC) and Kia Motors Corporation (KMC). CCI approved the
acquisition under Section 31(1) of the Competition Act, 2002.

88) Where is the 100 bedded ESIC hospital that was inaugurated by Santosh
Kumar Gangwar located?
A.Himachal Pradesh
B.Uttarakhand
C.Assam
D.Manipur

Answer B
Explanation Santosh Kumar Gangwar, Minister of State (I/C) for Labour and Employment
inaugurated the 100 bedded ESIC hospital at Rudrapur, Uttarakhand. The hospital has been
constructed in a plot area of 5 acres along with 32 staff quarters. The cost used for the hospital
was approximately Rs.97.72 crore.

89) When is the World Cities Day observed?
A.31 October
B.9 July
C.5 August
D.10 March

Answer A
Explanation World Cities Day is observed on 31 October. The day aims to promote the interest
of the international community to implement the New Urban Agenda globally. It also ensures to
enhance cooperation among countries in meeting opportunities and addressing challenges of
urbanization in cities.
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90) When was the International Solar Alliance (ISA) launched?
A.2012
B.2013
C.2015
D.2016

Answer C
Explanation ISA is an Indian initiative that was launched by the Prime Minister of India and the
President of France on 30 November 2015 in Paris, France. The objective of the ISA is to address
the challenges that scale up solar energy in ISA member countries.

91) Government of India reduced the rates of the ESI Scheme from 6.5% to
_______.
A.5.75%
B.5.5%
C.4.25%
D.4%

Answer D
Explanation Government of India reduced the rates of the ESI Scheme from 6.5 % (Employees'
share 1.75% & Employers' share 4.75%) to 4% (Employees' share 0.75% & Employers' share
3.25%). This has benefitted 3.6 crore employees and 12.85 lakhs employers. ESIC has opened
underutilized ESIC Hospitals and Dispensary-cum- Branch Office (DCBO) pan India.

92) The government of India is planning to open ________ additional airports
by 2024.
A.75
B.100
C.150
D.200

Answer B
Explanation The government of India is planning to open 100 additional airports by 2024. The
decision was made at a meeting that was held to review the infrastructure that is needed by 2025.
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The move is towards Prime Minister Narendra Modi's announcement to double the infrastructure
projects in a bid to revive growth and achieve a target of making India a $5 trillion economy by
2025.

93) What is the theme for the 2019 World Cities Day?
A.Changing the world: innovations and a better life for future generations
B.Building Sustainable and Resilient Cities
C.Better City, Better life
D.Leading Urban Transformations for the Sustainable development goal

Answer A
Explanation World Cities Day is observed on 31 October. The day aims to promote the interest
of the international community to implement the New Urban Agenda globally. The theme for the
year 2019, selected by the United Nations, is Changing the world: innovations and a better life for
future generations. The theme aims to discuss how urbanization can be used to achieve
sustainable development.

94) Who won Argentina's presidential elections 2019?
A.Alberto Fernandez
B.Cristina Kirchner
C.Mauricio Macri
D.A&B

Answer D
Explanation Alberto Fernandez and his running mate, former president Cristina Kirchner, won
Argentina's presidential elections 2019. They defeated President Mauricio Macri. Fernandez
secured 48% of the vote, and the center-right incumbent Mauricio Macri secured around 40%.

95) Who was sworn in as the first Lt. Governor of Ladakh?
A.Radha Krishna Mathur
B.Umang Narula
C.SS Khandare
D.Satya Pal Malik

Answer A
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Explanation Ex-IAS Officer Radha Krishna Mathur took oath as the first Lieutenant Governor of
the Union Territory (UT) of Ladakh. The UT of Ladakh came into being on 30 October after the
centre's decision to end special status to J&K and split it into two union territories.

96) DRDO's programme to build a fuel cell-based __________ system for
Indian Naval Submarines was conducted at the Naval Materials Research
Laboratory in Ambernath, Maharashtra.
A.Air Dependent Propulsion (ADP)
B.Air Independent Propulsion (AIP)
C.Vaccum-Pressure Independent Propulsion (VIP)
D.Vaccum-Pressure Dependent Propulsion (VDP)

Answer B
Explanation Indian military's research and development agency, Defence Research and
Development Organisations (DRDO) programme to build a fuel cell-based Air Independent
Propulsion (AIP) system for Indian Naval Submarines, was conducted at the Naval Materials
Research Laboratory in Ambernath, Maharashtra.

97) Who was appointed as the Head of Police in Ladakh?
A.Ram Prawesh Thakur
B.V S K Kaumudi
C.SS Khandare
D.Damodar Goutam Sawang

Answer C
Explanation SS Khandare, an IPS officer of 1995 batch, is appointed as the Head of Police in
Ladakh.

98) When was the Vyas Samman instituted?
A.1985
B.1991
C.1995
D.2000
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Answer B
Explanation The Vyas Samman was initiated in 1991 by KK Birla Foundation for an outstanding
literary work in Hindi authored by an Indian citizen published during the last ten years. The
award carries award money of Rs.4 lakh along with a citation and plaque.

99) Who was sworn in as the first Lt Governor of UT J&K?
A.Satya Pal Malik
B.Lalji Tandon
C.Narinder Nath Vohra
D.G C Murmu

Answer D
Explanation G C Murmu was sworn in as first Lt Governor of the union territory of J&K after
the bifurcation of the state into two union territories of J&K and Ladakh. The oath of office to
Murmu was administered by Jammu and Kashmir Chief Justice Gita Mittal at Raj Bhawan at the
foothills of the Zaberwan range, J&K on 31 October.

100) Who instituted the Vyas Samman?
A.TATA Institute
B.KK Birla Foundation
C.Ministry of Arts and Culture
D.National Institute of Arts

Answer B
Explanation The Vyas Samman was initiated in 1991 by KK Birla Foundation for an outstanding
literary work in Hindi authored by an Indian citizen published during the last ten years. The
award carries award money of Rs.4 lakh along with a citation and plaque.

101) Who is the Chief Justice of Jammu and Kashmir?
A.Indira Banerjee
B.Sanjiv Khanna
C.Gita Mittal
D.Alok Aradhe
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Answer C
Explanation Justice Gita Mittal is an Indian Judge. Presently, She is Chief Justice of Jammu and
Kashmir High Court. She is former Chief Justice of Delhi High Court and Judge also.

102) What is/are the award/s instituted by KK Birla Foundation for literature
in India?
A.Saraswati Samman
B.Bihari Puraskar
C.Vyas Samman
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation KK Birla Foundation confers awards like the Vyas Samman, Saraswati Samman
and Bihari Puraskar for literature in Indian languages.

103) Who received the 2018 Vyas Samman?
A.Gulzar
B.Leeladhar Jagoori
C.Javed Akhtar
D.Kumar Vishwas

Answer B
Explanation Hindi poet Leeladhar Jagoori received the KK Birla Foundations 2018 Vyas
Samman on 30 October. He was awarded for his collection of poems, Jitne Log Utne Prem, his
12th anthology of poetry.

104) Where will the 35th ASEAN Summit be held?
A.Thailand
B.Indonesia
C.Austria
D.India

Answer A
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Explanation The 35th ASEAN Summit began in Bangkok, Thailand, from 1-4 November 2019.
Thailand Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha inaugurated the summit at IMPACT convention
complex, Bangkok. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend this summit on 3rd and 4th
November.

105) Centre has approved the establishment of 2 Cane and Bamboo
Technology Centre (CBTC) in __________.
A.Arunachal Pradesh, J&K
B.J&K, Ladakh
C.Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh
D.Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation Centre has announced that it is to set up Bamboo Technology Parks would be set up
in the two new Union Territories (UTs) of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh. The Cane and
Bamboo Technology Centre (CBTC) project will be implemented under NEC. The project to set
up three new Bamboo Technology Parks in Jammu, Srinagar, and Leh will be in association with
the National Bamboo Mission (NBM).

106) What is the theme for the 35th ASEAN Summit?
A.Resilient and innovative Asean
B.Turning Vision into Reality for a Dynamic ASEAN Community
C.Our People, Our Community, Our Vision
D.Advancing Partnership for sustainability

Answer D
Explanation The 35th ASEAN Summit began in Bangkok, Thailand, from 1-4 November 2019.
The theme for the 2019 summit is Advancing Partnership for sustainability.

107) When is the World Vegan Day celebrated?
A.12 May
B.2 January
C.13 August
D.1 November
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Answer D
Explanation World Vegan Day is observed on 1 November. The Day provides an opportunity to
promote the benefits of a vegan diet and veganism in general. On the Day, vegan groups and
practitioners organize workshops to highlight the importance of animal rights.

108) How many member countries are there in Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) group?
A.10
B.12
C.14
D.16

Answer A
Explanation The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a group of ten member
countries. The 10 ASEAN countries are Singapore, Brunei, Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines,
Indonesia, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, and Myanmar.

109) Who coined the term Vegan?
A.George Gill
B.Tasuku Honjo
C.Donald Watson
D.James P. Allison

Answer C
Explanation Donald Watson coined the term Vegan which was derived from the word
Vegetarian in 1944. During that time, the differentiation was that Vegans did not consume dairy
products. It then extended to eggs, and by 1951, veganism became a movement of people who did
not partake in the exploitation of animals.

110) Where is the headquarters of Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) located?
A.Vienna, Austria
B.Jakarta, Indonesia
C.Bangkok, Thailand
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D.Vientiane, Laos

Answer B
Explanation The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a group of ten member
countries. It is headquartered in Jakarta, Indonesia. The Secretary-general is Lim Jock Hoi. It
encourages political, economic, and social co-operation in the region of its member states.

111) When was the Vegan Society established?
A.1930
B.1944
C.1967
D.1982

Answer B
Explanation The Vegan Society was founded in the United Kingdom in November 1944 by
Donald Watson, Elsie "Sally" Shrigley, and 23 others.

112) Who is the Secretary-general of Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) group?
A.Lim Jock Hoi
B.Ong Keng Yong
C.Mark Coulton
D.Damien O'Connor

Answer A
Explanation Dato' Paduka Lim Jock Hoi is a Bruneian government official and the current
Secretary General of ASEAN. Earlier he worked as a Permanent Secretary at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade, Brunei Darussalam.

113) Where is the Chhath festival celebrated in India?
A.Assam
B.Bihar
C.Kerala
D.Gujarat
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Answer B
Explanation The four days long Chhath festival, worship of the Sun God, began in Bihar. The
festival is celebrated in Bihar, Jharkhand, Eastern Uttar Pradesh.

114) Who is the CEO of the Vegan Society?
A.George Gill
B.Fiona Oakes
C.Donald Watson
D.Benjamin Zephaniah

Answer A
Explanation George Gill is the CEO of the Vegan Society. The Vegan Society was founded in
the United Kingdom in November 1944 by Donald Watson, Elsie "Sally" Shrigley, and 23 others.

115) Which of the country is planning to conduct first bilateral naval exercise
with India?
A.The UAE
B.Thailand
C.Dubai
D.Saudi Arabia

Answer D
Explanation The first bilateral naval exercise between India and Saudi Arabia is to be held in
2020. The countries also plan to collaborate in research and acquisition of military hardware,
which will help broaden defence cooperation between India and Saudi Arabia.

116) When was the first UN Climate Change Conference COP held?
A.1985
B.1988
C.1992
D.1995

Answer D
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Explanation The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
Conference of the Parties (COP) aims to assess progress in dealing with climate change. The first
UN Climate Change Conference COP-1 was held from 28 March to 7 April 1995 in Berlin,
Germany.

117) Which which military organization of Saudi Arabia did Indian Ministries
of Defence sign MoU for military acquisition, industries, research,
development, and technology and Civil aviation sector?
A.Saudi Arabian Military Industries
B.Military Industries Corporation of Saudi Arabia
C.General Authority of Military Industries of Saudi Arabia
D.National Authority of Corporation of Saudi Arabia

Answer C
Explanation On 29 October 2019, an MoU was signed between Saudi Arabia's General
Authority of Military Industries (GAMI) and the Department of Defence Production, the Ministry
of Defence (MoD). The MoU aimed at the collaboration of GAMI and the Department of
Defence Production in the military acquisition, industries, research, development, and
technology. Both sides signed an agreement in the civil aviation sector also.

118) India is the _________ country to sign MoU with Saudi Arabia's General
Authority of Military Industries (GAMI) on strategic partnership.
A.2nd
B.3rd
C.4th
D.1st

Answer C
Explanation India is the fourth country with which Saudi Arabia has signed an agreement on
strategic partnership. On 29 October 2019, an MoU was signed between Saudi Arabia's General
Authority of Military Industries (GAMI) and the Department of Defence Production, the Ministry
of Defence (MoD). The MoU aimed at the collaboration of GAMI and the Department of
Defence Production in the military acquisition, industries, research, development, and
technology.

119) What is the deadline fixed by India to eradicate Tuberculosis (TB)?
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A.2022
B.2024
C.2025
D.2030

Answer C
Explanation India fixed a deadline of 2025 to eradicate tuberculosis (TB) against the global
deadline of 2030.

120) Who announced financial assistance to childcare institutions under 5T
initiative of the state?
A.Naveen Patnaik
B.K. Chandrashekar Rao
C.Arvind Kejriwal
D.Y. S. Jaganmohan Reddy

Answer A
Explanation Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik announced financial assistance to all
childcare institutions in the State. Under the announcement, the district Redcross Societies will be
given an amount of Rs.10 lakh each for this purpose.

121) Centre has approved for the establishment of Cane and Bamboo
Technology Centre (CBTC) ___________ of Assam.
A.Nalbari
B.Dhemaji
C.Dima Hasao
D.Darrang

Answer C
Explanation Centre has already approved a Bamboo Industrial Park, the Cane and Bamboo
Technology Centre (CBTC), to be set up in the Dima Hasao district of Assam.

122) Where is Pasighat located?
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A.Assam
B.Arunachal Pradesh
C.Manipur
D.Mizoram

Answer B
Explanation Pasighat is the headquarter of East Siang district in the Indian state of Arunachal
Pradesh. Situated at the eastern foothills of the Himalayas at 155 meters above mean sea level,
Pasighat is Arunachal's oldest town.

123) Odisha launched 5T initiative in the State. What does 5T statnd for?
A.Technology, Transparency, Teamwork, Transformation, and Time
B.Training, Teamwork, Transparency, Transformation, and Target
C.Tactics, Term, Teamwork, Transformation, and Time
D.Term, Transparency, Taxation, Transformation, and Termination

Answer A
Explanation The Odisha government follows the 5-T initiative for the welfare of the people. 5T
stands for Technology, Transparency, Teamwork, Transformation, and Time. The initiative
aimed at making governance people-centric.

124) Which country has confirmed its bid to host COP25 Climate conference?
A.Chile
B.Spain
C.Italy
D.German

Answer B
Explanation The Spanish government confirmed that it made its bid to host the COP25 climate
summit on the scheduled dates of 2-13 December 2019. The move comes after Chile withdrew its
plans to host the summit due to deadly anti-government protests. The COP25 summit is aimed to
bring out details of the implementation of the Paris Agreement climate pact.

125) What is the deadline fixed by the world countries to eradicate
Tuberculosis (TB)?
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A.2025
B.2027
C.2030
D.2032

Answer C
Explanation The deadline fixed by the world countries to eradicate Tuberculosis (TB) is 2030.
But India fixed a deadline of 2025 to eradicate TB.

126) Which Country organized Design Festa to exhibit artwork?
A.India
B.Bangladesh
C.Japan
D.China

Answer C
Explanation Japan is organizing Design Festa in Tokyo. In the art festival, around 12,000 artists
will gather twice a year to showcase their art. The aim of the Design Festa is to provide a
platform for working professionals and amateurs to showcase their artwork. The exhibition artists
give live painting demonstrations also.

127) Where was the KVS-Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Parv inaugurated?
A.India Gate, Maharashtra
B.Ellora Caves, Maharashtra
C.Lohagad Fort, Maharashtra
D.Lonavla, Maharashtra

Answer A
Explanation KVS- Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Parv was inaugurated at India Gate, Lawn No. 6,
Maharashtra. It was inaugurated by Union Human Resource Development Minister Shri Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank inaugurated the four-day mega cultural event KVS Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat Parv.

128) Which Country withdrew from hosting the COP25 Climate conference?
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A.Brazil
B.Madagascar
C.Ethiopia
D.Chile

Answer D
Explanation The Spanish government confirmed that it made its bid to host the COP25 climate
summit on the scheduled dates of 2-13 December 2019. The move comes after Chile withdrew its
plans to host the summit due to deadly anti-government protests. The COP25 summit is aimed to
bring out details of the implementation of the Paris Agreement climate pact.

129) Which State hosted the multilingual writers meet in India?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Karnataka
C.Arunachal Pradesh
D.Telangana

Answer C
Explanation East Siang HQ Pasighat of Arunachal Pradesh is to host a Multilingual writers meet
at the College of Horticulture & Forestry on 2nd and 3rd November 2019. The event is held for
the first time ever.

130) Where was the first UN Climate Change Conference COP held?
A.Berlin, Germany
B.Stockholm, Sweden
C.London, Uk
D.Vienna, Austria

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
Conference of the Parties (COP) aims to assess progress in dealing with climate change. The first
UN Climate Change Conference COP-1 was held from 28 March to 7 April 1995 in Berlin,
Germany.
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131) The German Chancellor __________ is on a two-day visit to India.
A.Heiko Maas
B.Henriette Reker
C.Angela Merkel
D.Bjrn Hcke

Answer C
Explanation German Chancellor Angela Merkel is on a two-day visit to India. Dr. Merkel will
hold talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi regarding bilateral issues.

132) Who took charge as India's new Ambassador to the United Arab
Emirates (UAE)?
A.Pavan Kapoor
B.Shivshankar Menon
C.Nirupama Rao
D.Kanwal Sibal

Answer A
Explanation Pavan Kapoor took charge as India's new Ambassador to the United Arab Emirates
(UAE). He was appointed by India's Ministry of External Affairs on 28 August. His role is to
provide guidance to further strengthen bilateral relations between India and the UAE. He was
welcomed by the Indian Consulate in Dubai.

133) With which Bank did Government e-Marketplace (GeM) sign MoU for
payment-related services?
A.Indian Bank
B.Dena Bank
C.Canara Bank
D.A&C

Answer D
Explanation Government e-Marketplace (GeM) signed MoU with Indian Bank and Canara Bank
for payment-related services. The MoU will provide a paperless, cashless, and transparent
payment system on the GeM portal. The agreement will create an efficient procurement system
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for government entities.

134) The Army Aviation Corps (AAC) celebrated the __________ Raising Day
on 1 November 2019.
A.28th
B.34th
C.38th
D.42nd

Answer B
Explanation The Army Aviation Corps (AAC) celebrated the 34th Raising Day on 1 November
2019. On this occasion, a Wreath Laying Ceremony was held at National War Memorial, India
Gate, New Delhi.

135) The __________ Meeting of the Economic and Financial Partnership was
co-chaired by Nirmala Sitharaman, Minister of Finance and Steven Mnuchin,
the US Secretary of the Treasury.
A.5th
B.7th
C.9th
D.12th

Answer B
Explanation The seventh Meeting of the Economic and Financial Partnership held in New Delhi
on 1 November. The meet was co-chaired by Nirmala Sitharaman, Minister of Finance and
Steven Mnuchin, the US Secretary of the Treasury.

136) When was the Army Aviation Corps (AAC), the arm of the Indian Army,
formed?
A.1975
B.1980
C.1986
D.1992
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Answer C
Explanation Army Aviation Corps (AAC) is a component of the Indian Army. It was established
on 1 November 1986.

137) Who assumed charge as Secretary of the Ministry of Power?
A.Sanjeev Nandan Sahai
B.Subhash Chandra Garg
C.Raj Kumar Singh
D.Kiran Babu

Answer A
Explanation Sanjeev Nandan Sahai has assumed charge as Secretary of the Ministry of Power.
Previously, he served as the Special Secretary in the Ministry of Power. He succeeded Subhash
Chandra Garg, who retired on 31 October. Garg is a former finance secretary. He had sought
voluntary retirement, and it was approved by the government.

138) Which Institute has agreed to set up ISRO Space Technology Cell jointly?
A.IIT-Kanpur
B.IIT-Delhi
C.IIT-Madras
D.IIT-Guwahati

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Institute of Technology-Delhi (IIT-Delhi) is to collaborate with the
Indian space agency, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), to set up a Space Technology
Cell (STC). It has also been proposed that IIT-Delhi will become an academic partner of ISRO in
research areas like Artificial intelligence (AI), nanotechnology, functional textiles, smart
manufacturing, or any area of joint interest.

139) Who took charge as the Director-General of Director General, Armed
Forces Medical Services (DG AFMS)?
A.Lt Gen Manoj Kumar Unni
B.Lt Gen JeyaKumar Singh
C.Lt Gen Anup Banerji
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D.Lt Gen Dilip Singh

Answer C
Explanation Lt Gen Anup Banerji took charge as Director General, Armed Forces Medical
Services (DG AFMS), on 1 November 2019. He will replace Lt Gen Manoj Kumar Unni.

140) Who is the Director-General of Army Aviation Corps (AAC)?
A.Lt Gen P K Bharali
B.Lt Gen Kanwal Kumar
C.Lt Gen Pawan Kumar
D.Lt Gen Abilash Reddy

Answer A
Explanation Lt Gen Pranab Kumar Bharali is the Director-General of Army Aviation Corps at
the Army Headquarters, Delhi.

141) Sanjeev Nandan Sahai replaced _________ as Secretary of the Ministry of
Power.
A.Rajkumar Rao
B.Subhash Chandra
C.Subramaniyam Naidu
D.Kathir Singh

Answer B
Explanation Sanjeev Nandan Sahai has assumed charge as Secretary of the Ministry of Power.
Previously, he served as the Special Secretary in the Ministry of Power. He succeeded Subhash
Chandra Garg, who retired on 31 October.

142) Who was the Director-General of Director General, Armed Forces
Medical Services (DG AFMS) in 2018?
A.Lt Gen Manoj Kumar Unni
B.Lt Gen Alwin Durai
C.Lt Gen Prajesh Gupta
D.Lt Gen Jomon Yohonan
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Answer A
Explanation Lt Gen Manoj Kumar Unni served as the Director-General of Director General,
Armed Forces Medical Services (DG AFMS), in 2018.

143) Who developed the world's first-ever Indian Brain Atlas?
A.IIT-Delhi
B.IIT-Madras
C.IIT-Roorkee
D.IIT-Hyderabad

Answer D
Explanation Researchers at IIT Hyderabad developed the world's first-ever Indian Brain Atlas. It
defines a template for the brains of people living in the Indian subcontinent. The study revealed
that the Indian brain is smaller in size, width, and volume when compared to the brain from the
Western and Eastern populations.

144) Who served as the Presidents Honorary Surgeon (PHS) in 2019?
A.Lt Gen Abhay Krishna
B.Lt Gen Anup Banerji
C.Lt Gen Vishal Paghat
D.Lt Gen RP Singh

Answer B
Explanation On 27 January 2019, Lt Gen Anup Banerji was appointed as Presidents Honorary
Surgeon (PHS).

145) Chandrayaan-2 detected _________ from the lunar exosphere.
A.Strontium-40
B.Argon-40
C.Nihonium-40
D.Caesium-40

Answer B
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Explanation The Indian Space Agency, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), reported
that Chandra's Atmospheric Composition Explorer-2 (CHACE-2) payload on Chandrayaan-2
detected Argon-40 (40Ar) from the lunar exosphere. Among the radiogenic gases present on the
surface of the Moon, 40Ar is one of the isotopes of Argon, which is a noble gas. The detection of
40Ar in the lunar exosphere is significant for ISRO as it has a high escape rate.

146) Where will the 16th ASEAN-India Summit be held?
A.India
B.Bangladesh
C.Pakistan
D.Thailand

Answer D
Explanation The 16th ASEAN-India summit is to be held in Bangkok, Thailand.

147) Argon-40 on Moon's exosphere originates from the radioactive
disintegration of ___________.
A.Potassium-40
B.Beryllium-40
C.Plutonium-40
D.Vanadium-40

Answer A
Explanation Argon is an important component of the exosphere of Moon. It originates from the
radioactive disintegration of Potassium-40 (40K). 40k has a half-life of 1.2X109 years.

148) Where was the seventh Meeting of the Economic and Financial
Partnership held?
A.New Delhi
B.New York
C.Hyderabad
D.California

Answer A
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Explanation The seventh Meeting of the Economic and Financial Partnership held in New Delhi
on 1 November. The meet was co-chaired by Nirmala Sitharaman, Minister of Finance and
Steven Mnuchin, the US Secretary of the Treasury.

149) When is the International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against
Journalists observed?
A.15 May
B.10 September
C.17 October
D.2 November

Answer D
Explanation International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists is observed on 2
November 2019. The day aims to make every individual and country to reaffirm their attachment
to the safety of journalists. It also aims to promote press freedom across the world.

150) Which organization has set its target to produce 750 million tonnes of
coal by the Financial Year 2020-21?
A.Bharat Coking Coal
B.Eastern Coalfields
C.Central Mine Planning and Design Institute
D.Coal India Limited

Answer D
Explanation Coal India Limited (CIL) has set its target to produce 750 million tonnes of coal by
the Financial Year 2020-21 and further produce one billion tonnes of coal in the FY 2023-24. The
announcement was made by the Minister of Coal & Mines, Pralhad Joshi, at the 45th Foundation
Day of CIL held in Kolkata on 1 November.

151) Which of the following campaign was launched by UNESCO to gain
attention to the journalists who face danger?
A.#SideforJournalist
B.#KeepTruthAlive
C.#FaceDanger
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D.#JournalistProtection

Answer B
Explanation Concerned about the impunity in the journalism sector, UNESCO has launched
#KeepTruthAlive, a social media campaign. The campaign aims to gain attention to the
journalists who face danger by highlighting the fact that 93% of those killed work locally. It
features an interactive map for the campaign, which provides a clear demonstration of the dangers
faced by journalists worldwide.

152) When was the Coal India Limited (CIL) established?
A.1960
B.1965
C.1970
D.1975

Answer D
Explanation Coal India Limited (CIL) was established in 1975. It is an Indian state-controlled
coal mining and refinery company. It is the largest coal-producing company in the world.

153) When did the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) pass the
resolution and designated 2 November as the International Day to End
Impunity for Crimes against Journalists (IDEI)?
A.1985
B.1990
C.2005
D.2013

Answer D
Explanation In 2013, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) adopted Resolution
A/RES/68/163 at its 68th session. By passing the resolution, UNGA designated 2 November as
the International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists (IDEI). The date was chosen
to mark the commemoration of the assassination of two French journalists in Mali on 2
November 2013.

154) In 2013, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) adopted
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Resolution A/RES/68/163 at its 68th session. By passing the resolution, UNGA
designated 2 November as the International Day to End Impunity for Crimes
against Journalists (IDEI). The date was chosen to mark the commemoration
of the assassination of two French journalists in Mali on 2 November 2013.
A.Air Marshal Pratap Chandra Lal
B.Air Marshal Arup Raha
C.Air Marshal Amit Dev
D.Air Marshal Arjan Singh

Answer C
Explanation Air Marshal Amit Dev, AVSMVSM, took charge as Air Officer In Charge
Personnel, Air Headquarters Vayu Bhawan, New Delhi, on 1 November 2019. Previously, he
served as the Director-General Air (Operations) at Air HQ, where he was responsible for various
operations of the IAF.

155) Who is the Chairman & MD of Coal India Limited (CIL)?
A.Anil Kumar Jha
B.RA Sankara Narayanan
C.Shri Karnam Sekar
D.Shyam Srinivasan

Answer A
Explanation Shri. Anil Kumar Jha, a Post-Graduate (M. Tech) Mining Engineer with Distinction
from Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad (now IIT), took over as Chairman-cum-Managing
Director of Coal India Limited on 18, May 2018.

156) Where is the headquarters of the Indian Air Force located?
A.Allahabad
B.New Delhi
C.Bangalore
D.Gandhinagar

Answer B
Explanation The headquarters of the Indian Air Force located in New Delhi.
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157) When did the Army Aviation Corps (AAC) celebrated the Raising Day?
A.30 October
B.31 October
C.1 November
D.2 November

Answer C
Explanation The Army Aviation Corps (AAC) celebrated the 34th Raising Day on 1 November
2019. On this occasion, a Wreath Laying Ceremony was held at National War Memorial, India
Gate, New Delhi. Lt Gen Anjan Mukharjee (Retd) and Maj Gen AK Suri, ADG Army Aviation
laid wreaths in the presence of a host of serving and retired aviation personnel.

158) Where is the headquarters of Coal India Limited (CIL) located?
A.Kolkata
B.Jaipur
C.Chandigarh
D.Mumbai

Answer A
Explanation Coal India Limited (CIL) was established in 1975. It is headquartered at Kolkata,
West Bengal, India. It is an Indian state-controlled coal mining and refinery company.

159) Who is to be appointed as the MD & CEO of IndusInd Bank?
A.Romesh Sobti
B.Sumant Kathpalia
C.Shyam Srinivasan
D.Padmaja Chunduru

Answer B
Explanation Sumant Kathpalia has been selected by the private sector lender IndusInd Bank as
the new MD & CEO of the Bank. Kathpalia is currently serving as the head of consumer loans at
the Hindujas-promoted lender.
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160) Union Minister of Defence Rajnath Singh said that the defence budget
would be augmented by more than ________ over the next five years.
A.Rs.25,000 crore
B.Rs.40,000 crore
C.Rs.50,000 crore
D.Rs.60,000 crore

Answer D
Explanation Union Minister of Defence Rajnath Singh said that the defence budget would be
augmented by more than Rs.60,000 crore over the next five years. The estimation is because the
MoD is to be exempted from the customs duty and goods and services tax (GST), which began on
1 October 2019.

161) How much did German plan to invest __________ for creating friendly
urban mobility during the visit of German Chancellor Dr.Angela Merkel?
A.1 billion euros
B.2 billion euros
C.2.5 billion euros
D.3 billion euros

Answer A
Explanation The German Chancellor Dr.Angela Merkel announced that Germany would invest 1
billion euros over the next five years. The purpose of the investment is environmentally-friendly
urban mobility in India.

162) Germany has announced it plans to invest 200 million euros in reforming
the bus sector in __________.
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Tamil Nadu
C.Telangana
D.Karnataka

Answer B
Explanation The German Chancellor Dr.Angela Merkel announced that Germany would invest 1
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billion euros over the next five years. The purpose of the investment is environmentally-friendly
urban mobility in India. Germany also plans to invest 200 million euros in reforming the bus
sector in Tamil Nadu.

163) When was the free trade agreement (FTA) negotiations between India
and Germany launched?
A.2001
B.2003
C.2004
D.2007

Answer D
Explanation The free trade agreement (FTA) negotiations between India and Germany was
launched in 2007. The countries witness problems due to the key issues like intellectual property
(IP) rights, duty cut in automobile and spirits, and liberal visa regime.

164) India is to sign 2 MoUs concerning military medicine and military
education with _________ during the visit of Rajnath Singh.
A.Germany
B.Thailand
C.Uzbekistan
D.Russia

Answer C
Explanation India and Uzbekistan are planning to sign two memorandum of understanding
(MOUs) concerning military medicine and military education. The 2 MoUs were signed during
the three-day visit of the Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh to Uzbekistan, the Central Asian
nation.

165) Who represented India at the Council of Heads of Government meeting
of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)?
A.Nirmala Sitharaman
B.Rajnath Singh
C.V. Muraleedharan
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D.Subrahmanyam Jaishankar

Answer B
Explanation Rajnath Singh paid tributes at a memorial of former Indian Prime Minister Lal
Bahadur Shastri in Tashkent. He represented India at the Council of Heads of Government
meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), which was held in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan.

166) Where was the Council of Heads of Government meeting of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) held?
A.Tashkent
B.New Delhi
C.Moscow
D.Beijing

Answer A
Explanation Rajnath Singh represented India at the Council of Heads of Government meeting of
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), which was held in Tashkent, Uzbekistan.

167) Who is to be conferred the Icon of Golden Jubilee of the IFFI award in
2019?
A.Amitabh Bachchan
B.Farhan Akhtar
C.Mammootty
D.Rajinikanth

Answer D
Explanation The Government is to confer the Icon of Golden Jubilee of IFFI award to the
eminent film personality Shri S Rajinikanth. It was announced by the Union Minister of
Information & Broadcasting, Shri Prakash Javadekar, in New Delhi on 2 November 2019. The
award recognizes his outstanding contribution to Indian cinema, during the past several decades.

168) What is the cost allocated for the setting up of Women Help Desks
(WHDs) in ten thousand police stations across India?
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A.Rs.10 crore
B.Rs.50 crore
C.Rs.100 crore
D.Rs.120 crore

Answer C
Explanation Centre is to set up Women Help Desks (WHDs) in ten thousand police stations. The
cost to be allocated for the implementation is Rs.100 crores. The funding out will be of the
Nirbhaya Fund.

169) Who inaugurated the robotic surgery facility in the Safdarjung Hospital?
A.Harsh Vardhan
B.Piyush Goyal
C.Faggan Singh Kulaste
D.Smriti Irani

Answer A
Explanation Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan inaugurated the
robotic surgery facility in the Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi.

170) Where is the Safdarjang Hospital (SJH) located?
A.Mumbai
B.New Delhi
C.Chennai
D.Hyderabad

Answer B
Explanation Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan inaugurated the
robotic surgery facility in the Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi.

171) Where will the 5th India International Science Festival (IISF) be held?
A.New Delhi
B.Mumbai
C.Kolkata
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D.Hyderabad

Answer C
Explanation Around four Guinness World Records is to be attempted during the course of the
5th India International Science Festival (IISF) that has been scheduled to begin in Kolkata on 5
November 2019.

172) ___________ is the first Central Government hospital in India to start the
latest Robot Surgery facility.
A.Safdarjang Hospital
B.Delhi Government Hospital
C.Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar Hospital
D.Bhagwan Mahaveer Hospital

Answer A
Explanation Safdarjang Hospital (SJH) is one of the biggest tertiary care referral centre of India.
It functions under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. SJH caters to all poor patients of
uro-oncological cancers like kidney, bladder cancers, prostate, and kidney failures across India.
SJH is the first Central Government hospital in India to start this latest Robot Surgery facility.
The hospital provides treatment for all poor patients for free.

173) Where was the first India International Science Festival (IISF) be held?
A.New Delhi
B.Chennai
C.Banglore
D.Mumbai

Answer B
Explanation The first and second IISF were held in New Delhi. The third edition was held in
Chennai, and the fourth IISF was held in Lucknow. It witnessed a widespread footfall from over
10 lakh people, including foreign delegates. It is organized jointly by Science & Technology
-related Ministries and Departments of the Government of India and Vijnana Bharati (Vibha).

174) The _________ meeting of the IndoGerman Energy Forum (IGEF) was
concluded on 1 November 2019 in New Delhi.
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A.8th
B.12th
C.15th
D.14th

Answer A
Explanation The 8th meeting of the IndoGerman Energy Forum (IGEF) was concluded on 1
November 2019 in New Delhi.

175) What is the cost allocated for the setting up of Anti-Human-TraffickingUnits (AHTUs) across India?
A.Rs.10 crore
B.Rs.50 crore
C.Rs.100 crore
D.Rs.120 crore

Answer C
Explanation Centre is to set up Anti-Human-Trafficking-Units (AHTUs). The cost to be
allocated for the implementation is Rs.100 crores. The funding out will be of the Nirbhaya Fund.
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