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BANKING & FINANCE
Google Pay Customers in the US Can Now Transfer Money to India
Alphabet Inc's Google has announced foreign money transfer agreements with
remittance firms Wise and Western Union Co.
Highlights:
Google Pay users in the USA can now send money to app users in India and
Singapore, with plans to extend to the 80 countries supported by Wise & 200
countries supported by Western Union by the last of the year.
Western Union and Wise, both of which have incorporated their services into
Google Play, have collaborated with the company.
Users in the United States who use Google Pay to transfer money to someone in
India or Singapore will be aware of the exact sum that the recipient will get.
Users may also select which payment provider, Wise or Western Union, they want
to use and how much time it will take for the receiver to receive the money from
inside the Google Pay app.

Money Withdrawal from Online Wallets Through ATM Permitted
Money stored in online wallets such as Amazon Pay, Ola Money, Mobikwik, Phone
Pe, Delhi Metro Card, and others can now be withdrawn using an ATM or a Point
of Sale Terminal.
Highlights:
The Reserve Bank of India has authorised cash withdrawals of up to Rs. 2,000 per
transaction, with a maximum limit of rupees. 10,000 per month.
This service can be provided by any non-bank payment prepaid instrument.
The RBI has approved 37 prepaid payment instruments (PPIs) in the country so
far.
After completing full KYC, a maximum of two lakh rupees can be kept in different
wallets.
By March 31, 2022, all PPIs must ensure interoperability.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) joins Network for Greening the Financial
System- NGFS
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently joined the Network for Greening the
Financial System (NGFS). By joining the system, the Reserve Bank of India will
learn from the financial sector and contribute to global climate risk management.
Ultimately, Apex Bank will work with its global partners to support the transition
to a sustainable economy.
Highlights:
The system is made up of 83 different central banks. There are 75 participants and
13 observers among them.
The system's main goal is to increase and accelerate green finance.
It was revealed in 2017 at the One Planet Summit in Paris.
Eight central banks spearheaded the campaign, which was led by the Banque de
France.
Its aim is to assist members in developing design policies and resiliency to climate
risk in the financial sector.
Current Functions of NGFS:
NGFS is currently operating under the following conditions:
Microprudential or supervision: Singapore is in charge of this.
Bank of England's Macrofinancial works
Green Finance Scaling Up: Deutsche Bundesbank (Germany)
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is bridging data gaps.
Research: China

For the Years 2021-22, There Will Be A Scheme to Provide Special Assistance
to States for Capital Expenditures
The Government of India's Ministry of Finance has agreed to provide States with an
additional amount of up to Rs. 15,000 crores in the form of an interest-free 50-year
loan for capital projects.
Highlights:
For the 2021-22 financial year, the Department of Expenditure has released new
guidelines on the "Scheme of Financial Assistance to States for Capital
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Expenditure."
Under the scheme, financial assistance is provided to the state government in the
form of a 50-year interest-free loan.
No more than Rs 120 crore has been set aside for the scheme in the 2020-21
financial year, and Rs 11,830.29 crore has been released to the states.
This helps maintain state-level capital expenditures during the pandemic year.
The government agreed to continue implementing the scheme in 2021-22, based on
the positive response to the scheme and the state government's requirements.

RBI Steps in to Ease COVID-19 Burden
The Governor of the Reserve Bank of India has declared a series of measures to aid
the country's battle against the second wave of COVID-19 infections.
Highlights:
An Rs. 50,000 crore Term Liquidity Facility, with a term of up to three years and a
repo rate, to facilitate access to emergency health facilities and to expand COVIDrelated health infrastructure and services.
Special Long-Term Repo Operations for Small Finance Banks (SFBs): To provide
additional support to micro, small, and other unorganised sector entities, 3-year
repo operations of Rs 10,000 crore at repo rate for new lending up to Rs 10 lakh per
borrower are being conducted (till 31 October 2021)
SFBs' lending to MFIs will be categorised as priority sector lending: In light of
new challenges, SFBs will now be allowed to classify new on-lending to MFIs with
assets of up to Rs. 500 crore to be priority sector lending (till 31 March 2022)
Credit to MSME Entrepreneurs: To encourage the entry of unbanked MSMEs into
the banking system, a February 2021 exemption allowing scheduled banks to
deduct credit given to new MSME borrowers from Net Time & Demand Liabilities
for CRR calculation has been extended until December 31, 2021.
Rationalization of KYC norms for improved consumer experience: Steps
proposed include:
Expanding video KYC reach to new customer groups such as sole proprietorship
firms,
Conversion of restricted KYC accounts to fully compliant KYC accounts
More customer-friendly KYC updating options are introduced, and
allowing the use of the Centralised KYC Registry's (CKYCR) KYC Identifier for V-
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CIP and the submission of electronic documents as proof of identity
Floating Provisions and the Countercyclical Provisioning Buffer: As of December
31, 2020, banks will use 100 percent of their floating provisions to make specific
provisions for nonperforming assets (till March 31, 2022)
Relaxation of the overdraft facility for states: The maximum number of days of
overdraft for state governments in a quarter has been raised from 36 to 50.

S. Janakiraman Advisory Group - RBI
An advisory committee has been formed to assist the RBI's second Regulatory
Review Authority (RRA), which was established to streamline regulations and
reduce the enforcement burden on controlled entities.
Highlights:
SBI Managing Director S. Janakiraman is in charge.
The community will assist the RRA by defining areas for rationalisation, such as
rules, guidelines, and returns.
It is required to send reports to RRA on a regular basis containing the
recommendations/suggestions.

Strategic Disinvestment of IDBI BANK Ltd Approved
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved strategic disinvestment
and management control transfer in IDBI Bank Ltd.
Highlights:
The degree to which the Government of India and the Life Insurance Corporation
of India will divest their respective shareholdings will be determined in
consultation with the Reserve Bank of India.
The Government of India (GoI) and the Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC)
jointly own more than 94 % of IDBI Bank's equity (GoI 45.48 %, LIC 49.24 %).
IDBI Bank with Management Control is currently promoted by Life Insurance
Corporation of India(LIC), with Government of India(GoI) serving as a copromoter.
Resources from the transaction's strategic disinvestment of government equity
would be used to fund government development programmes that support residents.
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Jana Small Finance Bank Introduces I Choose My Number Feature
Jana Small Finance Bank has launched the launch of the I Choose My Number
feature for all its customers throughout India.
Highlights:
This new feature gives the bank's present and new customers the alternative to pick
out their preferred numbers as their savings or cutting-edge account number.
The financial institution will enable its clients to pick their favourite numbers as
the closing 10 digits of their financial institution account, savings/current.
The account number allocation can be chosen by using the client will be difficulty
to the availability of the requested number.
This added function will assist customers relate and join to the financial institution
extra closely as they pick auspicious or fortunate numbers.

RBI Grants PPI Authorisation To Eroute Technologies
Eroute Technologies has been given permission to operate as a prepaid payment
instruments (PPI) company by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
Highlights:
Eroute Technologies Pvt Ltd was granted a perpetual licence by the RBI to begin
issuing and operating semi-closed pre-paid instruments in India.
Through developing user-friendly payment solutions that meet the unique needs of
different customer segments in our society, the company aims to support the
underserved segments, which number nearly 680 million people.
PPIs are financial instruments that allow the purchase of goods and services, such
as financial services, remittances, and funds transfers, against the value stored in
them.

Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme - RBI
In collaboration with the RBI, the Central Government has decided to issue
Sovereign Gold Bonds.
Highlights:
From May 17 to September 2021, six tranches of Sovereign Gold Bonds will be
issued.
The Bonds will be offered through Scheduled Commercial Banks (excluding Small
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Finance Banks and Payment Banks), specified post offices, Stock Holding
Corporation of India Limited (SHCIL), National Stock Exchange of India Limited,
and Bombay Stock Exchange Limited.
The minimum investment will be one gramme of gold.
Investors will be reimbursed at a fixed rate of 2.50 percent per year on the nominal
value, payable semi-annually.
Bonds will be sold only to individual residents, Hindu indivisible families, trusts,
universities and charities.
The bond has a maturity of 8 years. After the fifth year, you can opt out and
exercise the right on the next interest payment date.

Covid-19 Infections Have Been Identified Among Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups - PVTGs
According to reports, Covid-19 infection is reported in the Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Group (PVTG) in Odisha.
Highlights:
Twenty-one tribal members from eight different PVTGs in the state have tested
positive so far, including two from the Bonda tribe.
The Bonda people live in Malkangiri's highlands.
In Rayagada district, members of another PVTG, Dongria Kondh, have tested
positive.

Rural Infrastructure Development Fund - NABARD
The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has stated
that the Rural Infrastructure Development Fund would provide Rs 1,236 crores to
Assam in 2020-21.
About Rural Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF):
It was established in 1995-96 with a Rs 2,000 crore initial capitalization.
The RIDF has been given Rs 29,848 crores for 2020-21. The total amount
allocated has now reached Rs 18,500 crores.
The fund will be utilised for 37 initiatives that have been approved by the
government of India.
The three major categories are used to classify the activities that are eligible. The
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social sector, agriculture and allied industries, and rural connectivity are the three
areas.

Proposed Framework For Gold Exchange In India
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has issued a consultation paper
on the proposed gold exchange system in India.
Highlights:
The idea for a gold exchange was announced by the Finance Minister.
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has been tasked with
regulating the proposed exchange, which includes vaulting, assaying gold quality,
and establishing delivery standards.
A separate section of established stock exchanges could trade in "electronic gold
receipts" (EGR).
SEBI has also proposed a new exchange dedicated solely to EGR, which would
provide benefits such as improved liquidity and a single price comparison.
It's also been proposed that a transaction be split into three tranches.
The vault manager must have a net worth of at least Rs. 50 crore and must have
security deposits.

Donations Related to Covid-19 - Reimburse GST
Haryana and Gujarat have become the first states to announce the payment of a
Goods and Services Tax (GST) component for Covid-19-related medical supplies.
Highlights:
These medical supplies include oxygen generators, ventilators and medicines,
which will be donated to the state government for free. Haryana's immunity is valid
until June 30, and Gujarat's immunity is valid until July 31.
Gujarat announced that it has reimbursed the IGST collected by customs on
imported Covid-related materials. Haryana went a step further and announced that
it had even decided to repay all state, central or IGST parts of Covid-related
materials to the state government, thereby announcing or even refunding the
center's GST fees.
The center earlier cancelled IGST until June 30, and its purpose was to import or
import Covid-related relief materials donated or received from outside India for
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free.

Shahi Litchi Export to UK from Bihar
The first consignment of GI certified Shahi Litchi from Bihar was exported to the
United Kingdom.
About Shahi Litchi:
Shahi litchi was the fourth agricultural product in Bihar to receive GI certification
in 2018, following Jardalu mango, Katarni rice, and Magahi paan.
The GI registration of Shahi Litchi is carried out by the Litchi Growers
Association in Muzaffarpur, Bihar.
Muzzafarpur, Vaishali, Samastipur, Champaran, Begusarai districts and
surrounding areas in Bihar have a favourable climate for growing Shahi Litchi.
This litchi variety is more juicy and pulpier than other varieties in other parts of the
country.
Because of the humid conditions and alluvial soil, the conditions in Muzaffarpur,
Darbhanga, and surrounding areas are ideal for litchi cultivation.
Litchi cultivation was first introduced in India in Bengal, and it quickly spread to
other states such as Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Punjab.
India is the world's second-largest producer of litchi, with Bihar being the leading
state in the country.

Increased Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in India
There has been an increase in Foreign Direct Investment inflows into India. The
government's policy reforms for Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), investment
facilitation, and ease of doing business have all contributed to the increase.
Highlights:
The trends in India's FDI are:
The highest-ever total FDI inflow of US $81.72 billion during 2020-21.
It is 10% higher than the previous year (US$ 74.39 billion).
The top three investor countries are Singapore (29%), the United States (23%), and
Mauritius (23%). (9 per cent)
The following sectors received the most FDI: Computer Software and Hardware
(44 per cent), Construction (infrastructure) activities (13 per cent), and Services
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sector (8 per cent)
Gujarat (37%) received the most FDI, followed by Maharashtra (27%) and
Karnataka (27%). (13 per cent).

Bangladesh Approves Currency Swap Facility to Sri Lanka
Bangladesh's central bank has approved a $200 million currency swap facility for
Sri Lanka, which will assist the country in dealing with its foreign exchange crisis.
Highlights:
A currency swap is essentially a loan given by Bangladesh to Sri Lanka in dollars
with the agreement that the debt will be repaid in Sri Lankan rupees with interest.
This is less expensive than borrowing on the market for Sri Lanka.
The duration of the currency swap will be specified in the agreement.
This may be Bangladesh's first time extending a helping hand to another country.
This is also the first time Sri Lanka has borrowed from a SAARC country other
than India.
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INTERNATIONAL
India and Russia 2+2 Dialogue
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin agreed to
establish a "2 + 2 Ministerial Dialogue." A "2 + 2 ministerial" dialogue was held
between the Minister of Defense and the Minister of Foreign Affairs.
Highlights:
India has similar dialogues with the United States, Australia and Japan. Russia is
the first non-quartet member with whom India will hold a dialogue.
In 2021, President Putin will visit India and hold an India-Russia bilateral summit.
The summit can also be held in India and Russia.
Currently, Russia is India's largest defense supplier. In addition, India's key
defense systems (such as S-400) were purchased from Russia.
Both countries are members of the BRIC countries of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization. Russia supports India as a permanent member of the UN Security
Council.
The trade goal set by the two countries earlier is to reach 30 billion US dollars in
trade by 2025. The dialogue will help them achieve this goal.
All astronauts shortlisted for India's "Human Space Flight Program" have received
Russian training. A nuclear power plant constructed in Kudankulam, Tamil Nadu,
under the cooperation of Russia.
India approved Russia's V-type satellite. This is the third vaccine approved in the
country after COVAXIN and COVISHIELD.

Net Zero Producers Forum Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabia will work with the Norway, United States, Canada and Qatar to form
a "Net Zero Producer Forum" for oil and gas producers to discuss how they can
support the implementation of the Paris Climate Agreement.
Highlights:
Saudi Arabia exports the most crude oil in the world.
The forum will discuss ways to achieve the goal of zero carbon net emissions to
limit global warming.
Saudi Arabia also stated that its goal is to reduce carbon emissions by producing
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50% of the country's energy from renewable energy sources by 2030.
The President of the United States recently announced a plan to cut 2005 emissions
by 50%-52%.

NATO Military Exercises launched
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization recently launched a joint military exercise
in Albania, called " DEFENDER-Europe 21". Thousands of military personnel
from the United States participated in the exercise.
Highlights:
The DEFENDER-Europe Exercise is an annual US-led transnational exercise. It is
defensive in nature. It focuses on containing aggression.
The focus of work in 2021 is to establish operational readiness and
interoperability.
More than 28,000 troops from the United States and its allies are participating.
From the Black Sea, the Balkans to the Baltic Sea and Africa, more than 26
countries/regions will simultaneously conduct business in more than 30 training
areas.
USNS Bob Hope will demonstrate how to unload heavy equipment onto smaller
vessels.
About NATO:
NATO is North Atlantic Treaty Organisation. It is a military alliance made up of
thirty countries from North America and Europe. In 1952, NATO conducted its
first military exercise. The Soviet Union signed the Warsaw Pact to fight NATO.

Medical Equipment by Taiwan to India
Taiwan sent medical equipment to India, including oxygen concentrators and
cylinders, with more medical equipment on the way.
Highlights:
Taiwan is officially called as the Republic of China (ROC).
It is an East Asian country bordered on the west by China, the north-east by Japan,
and the south by the Philippines.
To the north, the East China Sea, to the east, the Philippine Sea, to the south, the
Luzon Strait, and to the southwest, the South China Sea.

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

The Taiwan Strait separates Taiwan from mainland China.
Taipei is the country's capital.
Taiwan is no longer a member of the United Nations, as China took its position in
1971.
China claims Taiwan and refuses to establish diplomatic ties with countries that
recognise the Republic of China.
Taiwan has formal relations with 14 out of 193 UN member states, as well as the
Holy See.
Despite the fact that both India and Taiwan do not have official diplomatic
relations, bilateral relations between the two countries have strengthened since the
1990s.

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees - UNHCR
The High Court of Manipur has granted permission to seven Myanmar nationals
who entered India secretly after the February military coup to seek safety from the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees in New Delhi (UNHCR).
Highlights:
India is a signatory to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966), but not to the UN
Refugee Conventions.
Our Supreme Court has repeatedly interpreted and adumbrated Article 21 of our
Constitution, which would certainly include the right of non-refoulement.
About United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees:
It is a United Nations Refugee Agency and a humanitarian organisation committed
to saving lives, upholding rights, and helping refugees, internally displaced peoples,
and stateless people create a better future.
It was founded in 1950 to assist millions of Europeans who had been forced to flee
or had lost their homes.
The company's headquarters are in Geneva, Switzerland.

Global Innovation Partnership India and UK
Ex-post facto approval is given by the Cabinet to the MoU between India and the
United Kingdom on a Global Innovation Partnership (GIP).
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Highlights:
The GIP will assist Indian innovators in scaling up their technologies in third
countries, allowing them to expand into new markets and become self-sustaining. It
will also help India's creative ecosystem. GIP developments will concentrate on
sectors relevant to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), assisting recipient
countries in achieving their SDGs.
The Partnership will help Indian entrepreneurs and innovators evaluate, scale up,
and take their creative development ideas to selected developing countries through
seed funding, grants, investments, and technical assistance.
The GIP-selected innovation will accelerate the achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals while also benefiting the bottom of the pyramid, fostering
diversity and inclusivity in recipient countries.
In addition, GIP will establish an open and inclusive e-marketplace (E-BAAZAR)
for cross-border innovation transfer, with an emphasis on results-based impact
evaluation to promote transparency and accountability.

Control Over Dahla Dam - Afghanistan
After months of fierce fighting in Kandahar, the Taliban have taken control of
Afghanistan's second-largest dam.
Highlights:
It is now under Taliban control and provides irrigation to farmers through a
network of canals as well as drinking water for the provincial capital.
After fighting erupted in neighbouring Helmand province just days after the US
military officially began withdrawing its remaining troops from Afghanistan, the
dam was captured.
About Dahla Dam:
The Arghandab Dam is another name for the Dahla Dam.
It is situated in Kandahar Province, Afghanistan, in the Shah Wali Kot District.
It was constructed in 1952 and is located on the Arghandab River.

Victory Day is on 9th May
Russia celebrates Victory Day to commemorate the German surrender in World
War II. On May 9, 2021, Russia ushered in the 76th anniversary of victory in
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World War II.
Highlights:
A military parade was held on the Red Square located in Moscow. Since 1995, a
parade will be held on May 9th every year. The parade is called the Moscow
Victory Day Parade.
After the disintegration of the Soviet Union in 1991, the Victory Day parade
became an annual event. Since 1990, Red Square has been a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.
In 1945, the Soviet army held a military parade on Red Square after defeating the
Nazi army. This is the longest and largest military parade held on Red Square.
Above 40,000 soldiers and 1,850 military vehicles participated in the parade.
The parade took place on June 24, 1945. It was held a month after the German
surrendered to the Soviet commander. The German forces surrendered on May 9,
1945.
On May 7, 1945, the German Chief of Staff Alfred Jodi (Alfred Jodi) signed the
"German Surrender Letter" in Reims. On May 9, 1945, another letter of surrender
was signed on the outskirts of Berlin. Both surrender documents stipulated that the
German army would cease active service.
When the second surrender was signed, it was a late-night in Germany. It was in
the Soviet Union the next morning. Therefore, Russia celebrates Moscow's Victory
Day on May 9, while East Germany celebrates it as Liberation Day on May 8.

Parliament of South Sudan Was DissolvedParliament of South Sudan Was
Dissolved
South Sudanese President Salva Kiir has dissolved Parliament, and representatives
on both sides of the country's civil war will now be elected under a 2018 peace
agreement.
Highlights:
In September 2018, Mr. Kiir and Vice-President Riek Machar signed an accord
that included the formation of a new legislative body.
According to the 2018 accord, the new assembly will have 550 members, with Mr.
Kiir's ruling SPLM party accounting for 332 of them.
Parliamentarians will be elected by various parties.
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Indonesian and Indian Navies Conduct Exercise in Arabian Sea
The Indian and Indonesian Navies conducted Passage Exercise (PASSEX) in the
southern Arabian Sea with a center of attention on similarly enhancing their
interoperability.
Highlights:
The exercising used to be aimed at enhancing interoperability and understanding
between both the friendly navies.
From the Indian Navy, INS Sharda, an Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) with a
Chetak helicopter participated in the exercise. From the Indonesian Navy, KRI
Sultan Hasanudin, a 90m Corvette took part in the exercise.
PASSEXes are frequently conducted by IN with units of Friendly Foreign
Countries. The remaining PASSEX between IN and the Indonesian Navy was once
performed on 13 Mar 21 between INS Kalpeni, IN Dornier and KRI Sultan
Iskandar Muda.

Christchurch Call to Action
The United States will take part in the Christchurch Call to Action to End Terrorist
and Violent Extremist Online Content. It's a global movement led by New Zealand
to combat violent extremism online.
Highlights:
The Christchurch Call is named after the New Zealand city where 51 Muslims
were killed in terrorist attacks that were broadcast live on the Internet on March 15,
2019.
The Christchurch call is an action plan in which governments, international
organisations, and Internet users agreed to take a number of measures, including:
Creating software to prevent the download of terrorist and violent extremist
material;
Combating the triggers of violent extremism; improving accountability in the
identification and removal of content; and
Ensuring that business algorithms do not guide users to violent extremist content in
order to minimise its viral existence.

China Bans Synthetic Cannabinoids
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China will be the 1st country in the world to ban all synthetic cannabinoid
substances. The ban may take effect on July 1. The move came as China tried to
curb the production and trafficking of the drug.
About Synthetic cannabinoids:
Synthetic cannabinoids are highly camouflaged, such as some found in e-liquid,
and in thinly sliced tobacco made from various petals or stems and leaves of plants.
In Xinjiang, it has a nickname known as Natasha. Synthetic cannabinoids are
highly camouflaged, such as those found in e-liquid, and in thinly sliced tobacco
made from leaves, petals, etc.
Synthetic cannabinoids have become one of the most abused new psychoactive
substances.
Cannabinoid substances pose a serious threat to society, and abuse of these
substances can cause incidents such as human injury and driving inconvenience.

Miss Universe Andrea Meza From Mexico
Mexico's Andrea Meza was crowned Miss Universe 2020. The 69th Miss Universe
pageant was held in Florida, United States, on May 16, 2021. Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, it was cancelled for the first time in 2020.
Highlights:
Andrea Meza defeated 74 competitors from all around the world.
Julia Gama of Brazil came in second, followed by Janick Maceta of Peru in third.
Adline Castelino, Miss India, made it to the final four.
About the Beauty Pageant:
The Miss Universe Organization, based in the United States, hosts an international
beauty pageant called Miss Universe.
It's one of the world's Big Four beauty pageants.
Miss World, Miss International, and Miss Earth are the other three.

U.P. Sunni Waqf Board Demolition of Mosque
The Sunni Central Waqf Board of Uttar Pradesh (UP) condemned the demolition of
a mosque in Barabanki, UP, and requested that it be rebuilt.
Highlights:
The Wakf Act of 1954 established the UP Sunni Central Waqf Board.
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It oversees the affairs of Sunni Muslim waqf (charity) lands, waqf organisations,
and the Sunni Muslim community of UP's marriage records.
In the Babri MasjidRam Janmabhoomi title dispute, it has been the leading Muslim
litigant.

Colombo Port City Chinese Funded Tax
Sri Lanka's Supreme Court approved a Chinese-funded tax-free enclave, clearing
the final legal hurdle.
Highlights:
It is known as "Colombo Port City."
Among the other massive infrastructure projects in Sri Lanka, it is China's largest
single foreign investment.
Similar to Dubai and Singapore, the Port City would draw billions of dollars in
trade, finance, and offshore services.
The Port City will be governed by a commission with different powers to expedite
investment approvals.
All transactions inside the Port City would be denominated in foreign currency,
and all wages received by any worker would be tax-free.

Equal Access to Covid-19 Vaccines Commonwealth Countries
Commonwealth health ministers, led through India, are looking for swift and equal
get right of entry to Covid-19 vaccines for all throughout the world. On the behalf
of fifty-four commonwealth member, they were worried over gaps in getting the
right of entry to and shipping of vaccines. They also referred to as for truthful and
transparent pricing of the vaccine.
Highlights:
The vaccine is not equally dispersed among the nations, in particular negative
nations. Currently, simply 0.3 per cent of life-saving vaccine doses have been
administered to human beings in 29 negative countries. On the different hand, high
and upper-middle-income international locations have administered about eightyfour percentage of shots.
Commonwealth international locations or Commonwealth of Nations' is a political
affiliation comprising of 54 member states. Almost all the individuals are former
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territories of the British Empire. Commonwealth Secretariat is the chief
establishments of the organisation. Secretariat focuses on intergovernmental aspects
and Commonwealth Foundation. Queen Elizabeth II is presently the head of the
commonwealth.
The history of the Commonwealth dates lower back to the first half of the 20th
century with the decolonisation of the British Empire and extended self-governance
across its territories. Commonwealth was once first created as the British
Commonwealth of Nations through Balfour Declaration in 1926. In the year 1931,
it was once formalised through the United Kingdom via the Statute of Westminster.
Commonwealth of Nations in its present shape was once formally constituted in
1949 by way of the London Declaration.

Common Wealth Day is on 24th May
Every year on the second Monday of March, the Commonwealth Day is observed.
However, another Commonwealth Day is observed on May 24 in India.
Highlights:
Commonwealth Day is also known as Empire Day.
Commonwealth Memorial Day commemorates the establishment of the British
Empire in India and other British colonies.
This year's Commonwealth Day theme of 2021 is "Delivering a Common Future".
The purpose of this theme is to highlight how the 54 Commonwealth countries are
innovating, connecting, and transforming to help achieve important goals such as
combating climate change, promoting good governance, and achieving gender
equality.

The G-7 Nations Promise To Step Up Efforts To Combat Global Warming
During a two-day virtual meeting hosted by the United Kingdom, which currently
holds the presidency of the G7, environment ministers from seven industrialised
nations, or the G7 grouping, agreed to accelerate efforts to combat global warming.
Highlights:
By the end of 2021, they also agreed to discontinue government support for new
coal-fired power plants.
Compared with the previously set target of 2 degrees, support has been expanded
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to limit global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius from pre-industrial levels.
They also promised to take the necessary steps to reduce deforestation,
overfishing, promote biodiversity, and address the issue of ocean plastic.
They also pledged to prevent future outbreaks of COVID-19-like diseases from
spreading from animals to humans.

India and Israel - Cooperation Work Program
India and Israel signed a three-year agricultural cooperation work program.
Highlights:
The Indo-Israel Agricultural Project Centres of Excellence and Indo-Israel Villages
of Excellence are being implemented by Isreal and India.
Indo-Israel Agricultural Project Centres of Excellence:
The Agriculture Ministry, the Government of India, and Mashav (Israel's
International Development Cooperation Agency) are leading Israel's largest G2G
cooperation, with 29 operational Centres of Excellence (COEs) across India in 12
states.
They are establishing Advanced-Intensive Agriculture farms using Israeli AgroTechnology tailored to local conditions.
The Centres of Excellence generate knowledge, demonstrate best practices, and
provide farmer training.
Indo-Israel Villages of Excellence:
The program aims to create a model ecosystem in agriculture across eight states,
with 13 Centers of Excellence located in 75 villages.
The program will promote increased net income and better farmer livelihoods by
transforming traditional farms into modern-intensive farms based on Indo-Israel
Agriculture Action Plan standards.

Lithuania Withdraws From China-Central And Eastern European
Cooperation
Lithuania has withdrawn from China's 17+1 cooperation forum with countries from
Central and Eastern Europe, calling it "divisive."
Highlights:
This is an initiative of China.
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Goal: Promote business and investment relations between China and 16 Central
and Eastern European countries (CEEC).
Established in: Warsaw, 2012.
After Lithuania withdrew, it is now called 16+1.

Belarus President - International Outrage
Alexander Lukashenko, President of Belarus, sparked international outrage after his
regime forced a commercial airline flying from Greece to Lithuania to land on its
territory, allegedly under the guise of a bomb scare, in order to arrest a dissident
journalist on board.
Highlights:
Roman Protasevich, a journalist, is a vocal opponent of Lukashenko.
Since 2019, he has been living in exile in neighbouring Lithuania.
He is also the co-founder of the NEXTA media outlet on Telegram, a social media
platform.
His name has also been added to a list of terrorists by the regime, and if convicted,
he could face the death penalty.
The incident has been condemned by Western leaders.

Indian Peacekeepers to be Honoured with Medal of UN
Corporal Yuvraj Singh, civilian peacekeepers Ivan Michael Picardo and Moolchand
Yadav will all receive the UN Medal of Honor.
Highlights:
Corporal Yuvraj Singh serves in the United Nations Mission in South Sudan
(UNMISS), and civilian peacekeeper Ivan Michael Picardo is associated with
UNAMISS as a civilian peacekeeper. Moolchand Yadav is in contact with the
United Nations Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAMI).
Last year, three Indian peacekeepers were killed among 129 military, police and
civilian personnel. This personnel were awarded for their courage and sacrifice in
carrying out their missions. They were awarded among 129 military, police and
civilian personnel honour.
According to UN data, India is the fifth-largest contributor of uniformed personnel
to the UN peacekeeping forces, with more than 5,500 military personnel in peace
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operations in Abyei, Cyprus, Congo, Lebanon, Middle East, Somalia, South Sudan
and Western Sahara. And the police.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
First-ever Electric Tractor
The first-ever electric tractor was tested at the Central Farm Machinery Training &
Testing Institute in Budni (Madhya Pradesh).
Highlights:
The institute initially received an application for an electric tractor under a
Confidential Test.
Therefore, the Institute tested the tractor and issued a draft test report in February
2021.
Compared to other types of tractors, an electric tractor would be more
environmentally friendly.

State Assembly Elections in Tamilnadu
On May 2, 2021, the recent state assembly elections in Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and West Bengal were counted. The following result is the result of counting.
Highlights:
Assam: Despite the protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act, the DPP
defeated the parliamentary election. Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal won from
the Majuli Constitution. The star contender of BJP, the Minister of Finance and
Health of Assam, won from Jalukbari. Anti-CAA activist Akhil Gogoi won from
Sibsagar.
BJP won 60 seats, Congress won 29 seats, AIUDF won 16 seats, AGP won 9 seats,
and BPF won 4 seats. The other parties won eight seats. BPF is the Bodoland
People's Front. The alliance led by the BJP in the state is called "Mitrajot" (Friends
Alliance), while the alliance led by Congress is called "Mahajot" (Grand Alliance).
Mitrajot is composed of BJP, Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), United People's Party
Liberal Party (UPPL) and Gana Suraksha Party (GSP). Mahajot is composed of
Congress, Muslim-backed AIUDF (All India United Democratic Front), BTC
(Bodoland Territory Committee), and Bodoland People's Front (BPF).
Tamil Nadu: This is the first election in the state without the main leaders J
Jayalalitha and M Karunanidhi. DMK (Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam) and its allies
are in a leading position. The Legislative Assembly of Tamil Nadu has 234 seats.
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DMK won 125 and 66 in AIADMK, 18 in Congress, 4 in BJP, 5 in PMK (Patali
Makkal Katchi), 4 in MDMK and VCK, and 4 in CPI and CPK. 2. The DMKCongress Alliance is likely to form a government under Stalin's leadership (son of
the late CM Karunanidhi).
West Bengal: The state has 294 seats in its legislative assembly. Of these 294
seats, the Trinamool Congress-led by Mamta Banerjee won about 212 seats. BJP
has won only 77 seats.
Kerala: The Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan led Left Democratic Front (LDF)
won 99 seats. The Chief Minister is likely to form the Government in the state for
the consecutive second time. CPI (M) has won 62 seats, and Congress won 21
seats, 17 by CPI, IUML won 15 seats. BJP failed to open an account.

Legal Metrology 2011 Packaging Rules
According to the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, importers of medical devices,
including those used to provide oxygen support to Covid-19 patients, can now
import them without making a mandatory declaration for the next three months.
Highlights:
Importers can make all necessary declarations after customs clearance but before
selling to consumers.
The 2011 "Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules" stipulates that
approval must be obtained before import.
The Department of Consumer Affairs administers the 2009 Legal Metrology Act.

Production Linked Incentive Scheme for Food Processing Industry
The online portal for the Production Linked Incentive Scheme for Food Processing
Industry' (PLISFPI) was launched by the Ministry of Food Processing Industries
(MoFPI).
Highlights:
The Indian government has approved a Central Sector Scheme, the " Production
Linked Incentive Scheme for Food Processing Industry ", which will be
implemented from 2021-22 to 2026-27 at a cost of Rs. 10,900 crore.
Goal: Support the creation of a global food manufacturing champion
commensurate with the endowment of India's natural resources, and support the
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development of Indian food brands in the international market.
The Ministry of Food Processing Industries is accepting applications from three
types of applicants for sales-based incentives and grants to conduct Branding &
Marketing activities abroad under the scheme:
The first category: Applicants in this category can also conduct branding and
marketing activities abroad, and can apply for grants from the scheme together with
ordinary applications.
The second category: Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) applicants
manufacture innovative/organic products and apply for PLI awards based on sales.
The third category: Applicants who are solely seeking a grant to carry out
branding and marketing activities in abroad

Asian Development Bank (ADB) Annual Meeting
Nirmala Sitharaman, India's Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister and the Asian
Development Bank's (ADB) Governor, recently attended the ADB's annual meeting
2021's Governors' Seminar on "Cooperation for a Resilient Future."
Sitharaman praised the Asian Development Bank for providing timely financial
support for both Covid and non-Covid ventures.
About ADB:
It is a regional development bank.
Its headquarters are in Manila, Philippines, and it was established on December 19,
1966.
It has been designated as an official UN Observer.
Currently, the Asian Development Bank has 68 members, 49 of whom are Asian.
The bank is open to non-regional developing countries and members of the United
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP,
previously the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East or ECAFE).

Production Linked Incentive scheme (PLI) for IT Hardware
The Production Linked Incentive Scheme (PLI) for IT Hardware has received
applications from 19 firms.
Highlights:
Recently, the Production Linked Incentive Scheme (PLI) for IT Hardware was
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announced.
The PLI Scheme provides participating companies with a four-year incentive
ranging from 4% to 2% / 1% on net incremental sales (over the base year of FY
2019-20) of products in target segments that are produced in India (FY 2021-22 to
FY 2024-25).
The proposed Scheme's target IT hardware segments are laptops, tablets, all-in-one
personal computers (PCs), and servers.
The scheme implements production-related incentives in order to boost domestic
manufacturing and encourage significant investments in the IT Hardware supply
chain.

Covid-19 - Indias Leading Cause of Death
According to the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation's (IHME) most recent
figures, the Covid-19 pandemic has been India's leading cause of death. IHME is a
non-profit global health research centre based at the University of Washington in
the United States.
Highlights:
Death due to Covid-19 Pandemic:
India has reported more than 2,15,000 deaths and has registered more than 19
million cases of coronavirus, second only to the United States.
The pandemic's human toll is more than twice the number of people killed in more
than 320 natural disasters in the last two decades (2000-2019).
Other Top Causes of Deaths in India:
Ischemic heart disease (second),
Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (third),
Strokes (fourth),
Diarrhoeal diseases (fifth),
Neonatal disorders (sixth),
Lower respiratory infections (seventh),
Tuberculosis (eighth),
Diabetes mellitus (ninth) and
Chronic liver diseases, including cirrhosis (tenth).

Notification of Social Security Code
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Section 142 of the 2020 Social Security Code was notified.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Labour & Employment has informed Section 142 of the Social
Security Code, 2020, which addresses Aaadhar's applicability.
The Ministry will be able to collect Aaadhar information for the database of
beneficiaries under various social security schemes as a result of the section's
notification.

Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DAR&PG)
The Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DAR&PG) is
the Government of India's nodal agency for administrative reforms and the redress
of public grievances relating to the States in general, as well as grievances relating
to Central Government agencies in particular.
About DAR&PG:
By reports and documentation, the Department disseminates information about the
government's major initiatives in institutional reform and public grievance redress.
In order to facilitate public sector reforms, the Department also engages in
activities related to foreign trade and cooperation.
The DAR&PG is headed by a Secretary and is part of the Ministry of Personnel,
Public Grievances, and Pensions.
DARPG Objectives:
Promote administrative reform of government policies, structures and processes.
Formulate policies and coordinate issues related to grievances.
Disseminate governance knowledge and good practices.
Promote reform through e-Governance.
The DARPG conceptualises and launches many of the Government of India's
administrative reform initiatives.

Unique Disability ID (UDID) Disability Certificates
From June 1st, the Government of India's Department of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (DEPwD) has made it mandatory for all States/UTs to issue
disability certificates only via the UDID portal.
Highlights:
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Under the RPwD Act of 2016, the Central Government published the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Rules, 2017.
Rule 18(5) requires the Central Government to set a date by which the State/UT
authorities must issue disability certificates through the internet.
Since 2016, the UDID project has been in service.
From June 1, 2021, it will ensure full digitization of disability certification, as well
as a viable mechanism for cross-checking the authenticity of the certificate to
achieve pan-India validity and simplifying the procedure for the benefit of
Divyangjan.

Nationwide Distribution of Kabasura Kudineer
The Ayush Ministry has begun a nationwide distribution campaign for the AYUSH
64 and Kabasura Kudineer.
Highlights:
For the benefit of the overwhelming majority of out-of-hospital COVID patients,
the Ministry of Ayush has launched a massive nationwide campaign to distribute its
proven poly herbal Ayurvedic drug AYUSH 64 and Siddha drug Kabasura
Kudineer.
The Ministry claims that the effectiveness of these drugs has been demonstrated by
rigorous multi-center clinical trials.
The Ministry has also established an Interdisciplinary Committee for Inclusion of
Ayurveda and Yoga Interventions in the National Clinical Management Protocol:
COVID-19'.
About Kabasura Kudineer:
Kabasura Kudineer is a Siddha practitioner's traditional formulation for treating
common respiratory health.
It's a herbal concoction made up of dried ginger, pippali, clove, cirukancori root,
mulli root, kadukkai, ajwain, and a variety of other herbs.
The ingredients are powdered and combined with water before being boiled to
produce a decoction that is one-fourth of its original volume.

Database From National Financial Reporting Authority - NFRA
The National Financial Reporting Authority publishes a provisional database for
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businesses that fall under its regulatory jurisdiction.
About National Financial Reporting Authority:
The Ministry of Corporate Affairs of the Government of India administers the
National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA), which regulates the country's
auditing standards.
NFRA consists of one Chairperson, three full-time Members and one Secretary.
It also monitors the accounting and auditing professions' quality of service.
It also has the authority to investigate allegations of professional wrongdoing by
chartered accountants or CA companies, impose a penalty, and ban the CA or
company from practising for up to ten years.
It is anticipated that the NFRA's operation will result in increased domestic and
international investment, increased economic growth, assistance in the development
of the audit profession, and promote the globalisation of business through
adherence to international standards.

e-Sanjeevani OPD Consultations by Ex-Defense Doctors
On the e-Sanjeevani OPD, Ex-Defense doctors will give online consultations.
About e-Sanjeevani OPD:
The e-Sanjeevani OPD is the government's flagship telemedicine platform,
established by Mohali's Centre for Development of Advance Computing (C-DAC)
under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare's (MoHFW).
It gives Indian people free consultations.
However, as a result of the increase in COVID-19 cases, demand for doctors has
increased, although supply has decreased as doctors are drawn away from COVID
ward duties.
This is where veterans of the military are coming in to assist.

Report Titled Connected Commerce - Creating A Roadmap For A Digitally
Inclusive Bharat Was Published
A report titled Connected Commerce: Creating a Roadmap for a Digitally Inclusive
Bharat' was published by NITI Aayog and Mastercard.
The reports identifies barriers to accelerating India's digital financial inclusion and
makes recommendations for making digital services more available to the country's
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1.3 billion people.
Highlights:
Improving payment infrastructure to level the playing field for NBFCs and banks;
Digitising registration and enforcement processes; and diversifying credit sources
to enable MSMEs to expand.
Establish an information sharing system, including a "fraud library", and ensure
that online digital commerce platforms carry warnings to warn consumers of fraud
risks.
Provide low-cost capital to agricultural NBFCs and implementing a phygital
(physical + digital) model for better long-term digital outcomes.
To make city transit easily available to everyone, with minimal crowding and lines,
by utilising existing smartphones and contactless cards, and to make it a completely
open, inclusive, and interoperable framework.

Dost For Life App Launched by CBSE
CBSE (Central Board of Secondary Education) launched a new mobile app for
students and parents. The new app Dost for Life' is an special psychological
counselling app for college students and dad and mom of CBSE-affiliated schools.
The new App will simultaneously cater to college students and mother and father
from CBSE-affiliated colleges in specific geographies across the world.
About the app:
The app will also grant college students with other resource material such as
suggestive direction guides for after senior secondary education, guidelines on
intellectual fitness and well being, and a corona guide' with facts on everyday
security protocol, learning from domestic and self-care.
The counselling classes shall be provided to students of classes 9-12 by using 83
volunteer counsellors and college principals.
The sessions will be free of price and supplied on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays.
Students and mother and father will be capable to pick the time slot for the
sessions.

Har Ghar Jal UT Puducherry
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Puducherry has executed the goal of one hundred percent piped water connection in
rural areas under the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM).
Highlights:
Earlier, Goa, Telangana and Andaman & Nicobar Islands have furnished tap water
furnish to each rural domestic underneath Jal Jeevan Mission. So, Puducherry is the
fourth State/UT to furnish certain tap water supply to each rural domestic under Jal
Jeevan Mission.
Jal Jeevan Mission is being applied in partnership with States/ UTs to supply safe
faucet water to each and every rural domestic by way of 2024. The State of Punjab
and the UTs of Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu have blanketed over 75%
of rural properties with guaranteed tap water supply.
Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM): It is a flagship programme of the Union Government. It
was once introduced in August 2019. It targets to supply a faucet water connection
to each and every rural household of the country by 2024.

COVI Van for Senior Citizens Launched by Delhi Police
Delhi Police has launched a helpline variety for senior residents who are struggling
with their essential needs amid Covid-19. District Police of the national capital
(Delhi) has launched a COVI Van Helpline (012- 26241077) for senior citizens of
the district in the neighbourhood amid the coronavirus situation here.
Highlights:
The data of graduation of COVI Van has been disseminated in the Greater Kailash
-1 location via beat officers and Residents Welfare Association (RWA).
All the precautions such as sanitisation, gloves, masks and social distancing will be
taken while and after every visit.
After receiving any name from COVI Van, deployed police reliable on COVI Van
with a beat officer will go to the residence of senior residents and assist them in
getting their needs, inclusive of any crucial item, vaccination and medicines.

HakkiPikki Tribe of Karnataka - Covid
In Karnataka, several members of the HakkiPikki Tribe survived Covid-19.
Highlights:
The Gujrathioa, Kaliwala, Mewara, and Panwara clans of the HakkiPikki tribes are
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semi-nomadic tribal people.
They speak a variety of south Indian languages, including Kannada, Tamil,
Telugu, and Malayalam, as well as Vagribooli, a Guajarati-like language.
In Kannada, the HakkiPikki means "bird catchers."
In Karnataka, it is classified as a Scheduled Tribe.
Origin and History:
The HakkiPikki tribal groups have a long history that includes an ancestor who is
said to be related to the legendary Ranapratap Singh.
The HakkiPikki tribal community is a Kshatriya or warrior tribal group that was
forced to move to southern India after defeating Mughal rulers.

MLA-LAD Scheme Approved by Rajasthan Government
The Rajasthan government approved a proposal to provide Rs. 3 crore each from
the MLA Local Area Development (LAD) Fund to help people aged 18 to 44 get
vaccinated against Covid-19.
The fund for each legislator has been raised from Rs. 2.25 crore to Rs. 5 crore per
year to cover expenses.
Highlights:
This is the state version of the central government scheme - Member of the
Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLAD).
The aim of the scheme is to build infrastructure based on local needs, create assets
for public utilities, and eliminate regional imbalances in development.
The scheme is implemented in rural and urban areas in a state.
This scheme does not provide any funds to MLAs. It is transferred directly to the
appropriate local authorities by the government.
Each state has its own set of rules for using MLA-LAD funds.

NITI Aayogs Project for Great Nicobar Island
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCCEnvironment
)'s Appraisal Committee (EAC) Infrastructure I has raised serious concerns about
NITI Aayog's ambitious project for Great Nicobar Island.
Highlights:
The committee, on the other hand, has overcome the project's first hurdle.
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It has recommended that it be granted terms of reference (TOR) for Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) studies, which will begin with three-month baseline
studies.
An international container transshipment terminal, a greenfield international
airport, a power plant, and a 166-square-kilometer township complex (mostly
pristine coastal systems and tropical forests). are all part of the proposal, which is
estimated to cost 75,000 crore.

Advanced Chemistry Cell (ACC) Battery Storage Production-Linked
Incentive Scheme
The proposal of the Department of Heavy Industry to introduce the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme National Programme on Advanced Chemistry Cell
(ACC) Battery Storage' has been approved by the Union Cabinet.
Highlights:
Aim: With an investment of Rs 18,100 crore, achieve a manufacturing capacity of
50 GWh of ACC and 5 GWh of Niche ACC.
ACCs are a new generation of advanced storage technologies that can store electric
energy as electrochemical or chemical energy and then convert it back to electricity
as required.
It will also boost electric mobility, which will support three-wheelers, fourwheelers, and heavy vehicles.
At the moment, India is importing Battery Storage Equipment.
The scheme would aid in the country's self-reliant (Atmanirbhar).

Aerial Passenger Ropeway System Between Dehradun and Mussoorie
The Union Cabinet has approved the transfer of land from the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) to the Uttarakhand government for the construction of an Aerial
Passenger Ropeway System between Dehradun and Mussoorie.
Highlights:
The planned Ropeway is a 5.5-kilometer mono-cable ropeway between Purkul
Gaon in Dehradun and Library in Mussoorie, with an approximate cost of Rs 285
crore.
It will be capable of transporting 1,000 people per hour in either direction.
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This will greatly reduce the traffic flow on the road from Dehradun to Mussoorie.
This will generate 350 direct jobs and more than 1,500 indirect jobs.
It will also be a major tourist destination, resulting in a boost to the tourism
industry.

SWAMIH Completes Its First Residential Project
As the Special Window for Affordable and Mid-Income Housing (SWAMIH) Fund
completes its first residential project, Union Minister for Finance and Corporate
Affairs handed over possession to homebuyers.
Highlights:
Rivali Park, a residential development in Mumbai's suburbs, was the first housing
project in India to receive SWAMIH Fund funding.
In 2019, the SWAMIH Fund was launched.
Rivali Park Wintergreens is the Fund's first investment and also the first project to
be completed.
Despite COVID-19-related constraints, the SWAMIH Investment Fund is one of
India's largest private equity teams and has done commendable work.
A total of 1,16,600 homes are expected to be completed by the Fund.
By completing construction and delivering homes without relying on any other
source of funding, this Fund is bridging the confidence gap between homebuyers
and developers.

Idea Of Placing Convicts Under House Arrest
The Supreme Court has given the legislature permission to "consider" putting
convicts under house arrest in order to prevent prison overcrowding.
Highlights:
In a decision, Justices U.U. Lalit and K.M. Joseph emphasised the alarming
statistics of prisons.
Considering the spread of COVID-19, this recommendation is relevant.
A Bench chaired by Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana released a series of
directives a few days ago, including the grant of temporary bail and parole to
inmates in order to decongest prisons.
In 2019, the prison occupancy rate had risen to 118.5 percent.
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According to the National Crime Records Bureau, 18,86,092 inmates were
admitted to prisons in 2019.
In 2019, there were 3,30,487 undertrial prisoners, accounting for 69.05 percent of
the total number of prisoners.
Second, the budget for prisons was very high (6818.1 crore).
The "enormous" prison overcrowding and the massive budget were both important
in the light of the possibilities that house arrest provides.

Mission Hausla Launched by Uttarkhand Police
The Uttarakhand Police Department has launched a campaign called "Mission
Hausla" to help people obtain oxygen, beds, ventilators and plasma for Covid-19
patients. In addition, the police will also help the public obtain medicines for
Covid-19 management as part of the mission and rations.
About the mission:
Delivering medicines, oxygen and ration at the doorsteps of households fighting the
coronavirus and coordinating between plasma donors and those in need of it will
also be some of the activities to be taken up by means of the police as phase of the
mission. Police stations will serve as nodal centres for managing crowds in market
areas and ensuring COVID- fabulous behaviour by means of people like carrying
masks and social distancing in public places, he said. Stern action will be taken in
opposition to those who violate the norms.

Sikkim Statehood Day 16th May
On May 16, 1975, Sikkim became a part of the Indian Union. Since then, the 16th
of May has been designated as Sikkim Statehood Day.
Highlights:
The Indo-Sikkimese Treaty was concluded in 1950. Sikkim became an Indian
protectorate as a result of this. Until 1975, Sikkim was controlled by the Namgyal
dynasty.
Sikkim has become the first state in the country to go completely organic. In
Sikkim, all farming activities are now conducted without the use of pesticides or
synthetic fertilisers.
The World Heritage Kanchenjunga National Park is located in Sikkim.
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River Teesta is the major river flowing in the state.
Lhonak, Lachung and Talung are the tributaries of Teesta. Teesta river is a
tributary of Brahmaputra.
The residents of Sikkim are of Nepali origin.
The native Sikkimese consist of Bhutias. They migrated from Tibet in the 14th
century. The Lepchas lived before the Bhutias.

Zeolite Cargo Flight Service by Air India
The National Airline of India has started its first "zeolite cargo flight" and the
Indian government has begun to import zeolite from all over the world for use in
medical oxygen plants.
Highlights:
The government has appointed the Defense Research and Development
Organization (DRDO) as the charter for these goods.
With the support of the Prime Minister's Civil Assistance and Relief (PM CARES)
Fund, DRDO will build these medical oxygen plants.
The technology developed by Defense Research and Development Organization
uses a pressure swing adsorption process and molecular sieve zeolite to produce
oxygen.
Zeolite is used as an adsorption material.
Oxygen concentrators use zeolite to absorb nitrogen in the atmosphere and then
discharge the nitrogen. The remaining oxygen is reserved for the patient's use.
Under high pressure, the surface area of the zeolite increases, so it can adsorb a
large amount of nitrogen.

Petroleum & Explosives Safety Organization - PESO
The Indian government has evaluated the present method for the Petroleum and
Explosive Safety Organization (PESO) to approve worldwide manufacturers for
importing oxygen cylinders.
About Petroleum & Explosives Safety Organization (PESO):
It is an organization under the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion
(DIPP) of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.
Manage the use of explosives and petrol stations in India.
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Headquarters: Nagpur, Maharashtra.

Narada Bribery Case - Ministers Arrested in West Bengal
The West Bengal Ministers Subrata Mukherjee, Firhad Hakim, TMC MLA Madan
Mitra, and Sovan Chattopadhyay (former Kolkata Mayor) were detained by the
Central Bureau of Investigation on May 17, 2021.
Highlights:
In short, state ministers were caught on tape receiving money in the Narada
Bribery Case. These videotapes of ministers were released before the 2016 State
Assembly polls.
The Narada Sting Operation was carried out in West Bengal by Narada News
Founder Mathew Samuel.
Narada News, a private news website, reported on this operation.
Samuel is the former Managing Director of Tehelka, it should be noted.
As part of the operation, Samuel set up a fake company called Impex Consultancy
Solutions.
He then went around to MPs and TMC ministers, offering them money in
exchange for favours.
The bribe was accepted by the ministers. This was taped and released as a 52-hour
video on the news website.
Aparupa Poddar, Suvendu Adhikari, Prasum Bannerjee, Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar,
Sougata Roy, and Mukul Roy were among the MLAs and ministers featured in the
video.

National Crisis Management Committee - NCMC
The National Crisis Management Committee (NCMC) meeting on Cyclone Tauktae
was led by the Cabinet Secretary.
About the National Crisis Management Committee:
The National Coordination and Management Committee (NCMC) is a committee
established by the Indian government in the aftermath of a natural disaster to ensure
proper coordination and implementation of relief measures and operations.
It is led by the Cabinet Secretary.
In India, the National Disaster Management Committee (NCMC) and the Cabinet
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Committee on Security (CCS) are the two key committees involved in top-level
decision-making on disaster management (DM).
Key functions of the NCMC:
Supervise the command, control and coordination of disaster response.
Provide guidance to the crisis management team when necessary.
The Cabinet Secretary chairs the committee, which is made up of secretaries from
various ministries or departments with disaster management responsibilities.

MOMA Market for Vegetable Launched by Manipur CM
Chief Minister of Manipur State N Biren Singh (N Biren Singh) has launched a
smartphone app "MOMA Market" for fresh vegetables to be delivered to your door
to ensure People get fresh vegetables at home during the COVID-19 curfew.
Highlights:
The National Horticulture and Soil and Water Conservation Department MOMA
launched the application under the supervision of CM to provide fresh vegetables
for daily consumption and to reduce the distress of agricultural products during the
lockdown of the COVID-19 pandemic.
In order to prevent the loss of vegetables and the spread of COVID-19, MOMA
has been designated to deliver products to consumers in the region and channel
farms.
The Farmer Producer Company (FPC) cooperating with MOMA will harvest
vegetables from various farms.
It is then transported to the cold storage and warehouse of the department's
integrated warehouse in Sanjenthong and other locations. Eventually, consumers'
MOMA Market orders will be shipped to their doorsteps.

MyGov Innovation Challenge App Launched
MyGov has launched an innovation competition to develop an Indian language
learning app.
Highlights:
MyGov has launched an Innovation Challenge to develop an app for learning
Indian languages.
The challenge was initiated by MyGov in collaboration with the Department of
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Higher Education, Ministry of Education, Government of India.
The aim is to build an app that allows people to learn simple sentences in any
Indian language and gain a working understanding of it.
Challenge goal: Create an application to improve regional language literacy,
thereby establishing a broader cultural understanding in the country
Graphical User Interface, UI/UX, ease of use, gamification functionality,
simplicity, superior content, scalability, interoperability, and so on are the main
criteria for assessing.
Individuals, start-ups, and businesses from India are invited to participate in the
challenge.
The app will be multi-modular, with the ability to instruct through written word,
audio, and video/visuals, according to MyGov.
Following the assessment of prototype submissions, the top 10 teams will be
invited to give presentations, with the top three being chosen by a jury. The top
three will each earn INR 20 lakhs, INR 10 lakhs, and INR 5 lakhs in order to
improve their apps.

ELDERLINE Toll Free Number
ELDERLINE (14567), a toll-free telephone hotline for the elderly, has started
operating in many states.
Highlights:
To resolve the problems faced by elderly people in the aftermath of the covid
pandemic, the Ministry of Social Justice has developed state-based call centres in
five major states.
The toll-free helpline for elderly people, ELDERLINE, is scheduled to be
operational in all states by the end of May 2021.
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Rajasthan are among
the states covered. It had been operational in Telangana for a year.
The call centres can be reached at 14567, which is a toll-free number.
The Tata Trusts and the NSE Foundation have aided in the implementation of this
facility.

SAMVEDNA Tele-Counselling to Children
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SAMVEDNA is providing Tele Counselling to children affected by the Covid-19
Pandemic.
About SAMVEDNA:
The SAMVEDNA remote counselling service aims to provide children with
psychological support to solve their stress, anxiety, fear and other problems during
the coronavirus pandemic.
The National Commission for the Protection of Children's Rights provides this
service (NCPCR).
Provide children with the following three types of consultations over the phone:
Persons in quarantine/isolation/covid care centres.
People whose parents or close relatives have tested positive for COVID.
Persons who have lost their parents due to COVID.
The service is available in a variety of regional languages and was introduced in
September 2020.
The counsellors were taught by a renowned professor from the Department of
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and his NIMHANS team.
SAMVEDNA is the acronym for "Sensitive action on mental health vulnerability
through emotional development and necessary acceptance."
The toll-free number 1800-121-2830 is accessible from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 3
p.m. to 8 p.m. Monday to Saturday.

Article 311 of the Indian Constitution
Recently, there was a lot of talk about Article 311.
Highlights:
Article 311 states that no government employee, whether from the central
government or a state government, may be fired or suspended by a subordinate
authority to the one who appointed him or her.
Section 2 of the article states that no civil servant shall be dismissed, suspended, or
demoted from his or her position unless and until he or she has been told of the
charges and has been given a fair opportunity to be heard on those charges.
If a government employee is convicted in a criminal case, he may be fired without
DE under Article 311 (2) (a).
A government employee may be fired under 311 (2) (c) if the President or
Governor, as the case may be, determines that it is not in the best interests of the
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state to conduct such an investigation.

First Agriculture Export Facilitation Centre of India in Pune
The Maharatta Chamber of Commerce, Agriculture and Commerce (MCCIA)
cooperated with the National Agricultural and Rural Development Bank
(NABARD) to establish India's first agricultural export facilitation center in Pune,
India.
Highlights:
The new convenience center will serve as a one-stop center for exporters in the
agricultural sector and promote agricultural exports in the region in accordance
with global standards.
The center will use its experts to guide prospective exporters in all aspects of the
agricultural product export chain of "agricultural products from farm to table". It
will organize publicity programs, training programs and workshops for related
parties, organize visits to export companies for practical guidance, and organize
buyer and seller meetings.

India is the Second Largest Insurance-Technology Market in Asia-Pacific
According to data from S&P Global Market Intelligence, India is the second-largest
insurance technology market in the Asia-Pacific, accounting for 35% of the region's
insurance technology-focused venture capital of US$3.66 billion.
Highlights:
Data show that there are at least 335 private insurance technology companies
operating in the Asia-Pacific region, of which about 122 have disclosed a total of
US$3.66 billion in capital through private equity transactions. China and India are
home to nearly half of private insurance technology companies in the Asia-Pacific
region, attracting approximately 78% of the investment. Insurance technology
investors have attracted the country India because it is one of the fastest-growing
insurance markets in the world.

Google Floats News Showcase with Top Publishers
Google has announced the launch of its global licensing program News Showcase
in India. Google has signed agreements with 30 Indian publishers to provide access
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to some of their content.
Highlights:
In the context of increasing pressure from the global media industry, they require
technology platforms to provide reasonable prices and advertising shares. In
February of this year, the Indian Newspaper Association (INS) also asked the
search engine Google to compensate newspapers for the use of its published
content, and seek to obtain a larger share of advertising revenue.
The content from these publishers will commence to show up in committed News
Showcase story panels in Google News and on Discover pages in English and
Hindi. The guide for more local languages will be introduced in the future. It will
also pay collaborating news corporations to supply readers get right of entry to a
restrained quantity of paywalled content.
Showcase can pay information publishers for their content material on-line and
also lets in partnering publishers to furnish constrained get admission to pay-walled
testimonies for users. Showcase, which is stay in more than 12 nations working
with over seven hundred publishers, is a section of Google's $1 billion funding
towards helping quality journalism.

Export of Gholvad Sapota (Chikoo) - Maharashtra
Maharashtra started exporting GI certified Gholvad Sapota (chikoo) to the United
Kingdom.
Highlights:
The Gholvad Sapota, also known as Chikoo, is known for its sweet and distinct
flavour.
Its GI certificate is held by Maharashtra Rajya Chikoo Utpadak Sangh
It is believed that the unique taste is attributed to the calcium-rich soil in Gholvad
village.
Gholvad is a village in Palghar district of Maharashtra.
About 5000 hectares of land in the Palgahr district are currently under sapota
plantation. Only 147 of the 5000 farmers who grow Sapota are authorised GI users.
The Dahanu Gholvad Sapota is another name for the Gholvad Sapota (Dahanu
being the Taluk in which Gholvad is located).

National Expert Group on Vaccine Administration for COVID
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Union Ministry of Health approves NEGVAC's new recommendations.
Highlights:
If a COVID-19 infection has been confirmed by a lab test, the COVID-19 vaccine
should be delayed for three months after recovery.
COVID-19 vaccination is to be delayed by three months from the date of discharge
from the hospital for COVID-19 patients who have been given anti-SARS-2
monoclonal antibodies or convalescent plasma.
People who have some other severe general illness that requires hospitalisation or
ICU treatment should wait 4-8 weeks before having the COVID-19 vaccine.
If you have COVID-19 disease, you can donate blood 14 days after receiving the
COVID-19 vaccine or testing negative RT-PCR.
It is recommended that all breastfeeding women receive the COVID-19 vaccine.

Six-Month CBID Program on Rehabilitation of Divyangjan
The Union Minister launched a six-month community-based inclusive development
(CBID) program to restore PwD (Persons with Disabilities).
Highlights:
The initiative seeks to develop a pool of community-based rehabilitation workers
who can collaborate with ASHA and Anganwadi workers to address crossdisability problems and help people with disabilities integrate into society.
It is intended to provide these employees with competency-based information and
skills to help them perform their jobs more effectively.
These workers will be referred to as "Divyang Mitra", i.e. friends of persons with
disabilities

AIM-ICDK - Water Innovation Challenge
The AIM-ICDK Water Innovation Challenge's global finals were held.
About AIM-ICDK Water Innovation Challenge:
Conducted by:
NITI Aayog's Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is in charge of the project.
Denmark Technical University (DTU)
Innovation Center Denmark (ICDK) a branch under Embassy of Denmark
The AIM-ICDK Water Innovation Challenge (also known as the Next Generation

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

Water Action (NGWA) Water Innovation Challenge) aimed to find promising
Indian innovators who could represent and form India's participation in the global
Next Generation Water Action programme hosted by the International Water
Association and Denmark Technical University.
Next Generation Water Action: A DTU initiative to bring together young people
from leading universities and innovation hubs in five countries (India, Denmark,
Kenya, Ghana, and South Korea) to develop their skills and apply their technical
disciplines, potential for creativity, and solutions to challenge and catalyse water
solutions toward smart, livable cities.

Customs (Import of Concessional Tariffs) Amendment Rules
To improve trade facilitation, the government has made amendments to the current
Customs (Import of Goods at Concessional Rate of Duty) Rules, IGCR 2017. The
2017 Intergovernmental Convention on Climate Change stipulates the procedures
and methods for importers to enjoy the preferential tariff concessions on imported
goods required for domestic product production or provision of services.
Highlights:
The Central Board on Indirect Taxes and Tariffs has been changed.
A one major change is to allow imported goods to be sent out for work. Importers
can now obtain the final product based entirely on work.
The lack of this facility had previously hampered the industry, particularly the
Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises sector, which lacked in-house
manufacturing capability.
However, certain sectors have been removed, such as gold, jewellery, precious
stones, and metals.
Another major change is to allow those who import capital goods with preferential
tariffs to clear/re-sell these goods in the domestic market after paying tariffs and
interest at depreciated prices.
This was not allowed in the early days, and manufacturers got stuck after using
imported capital goods because they were not easy to re-export.

Infrastructure Status for Exhibition and Convention Centres
Exhibition and conference centres have been given Infrastructure' status by the
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Finance Ministry. The move is expected to make it easier for banks to finance such
projects.
Highlights:
The harmonised master list of infrastructure sub-sectors includes the Exhibitioncum-Convention Centre.'
A new item has been added to the category of Social and Commercial
Infrastructure to reflect this.
These advantages will be applicable only to projects with a minimum built-up floor
area of 1,00,000 sq. m. of exclusive exhibition space, or conference space, or both
coimbined.
The main projects being carried out in this field so far are: International Exhibition
and Conference Centers in Dwarka and Pragati Maidan in New Delhi.
The infrastructure tag does not involve major tax deductions.
The tag would make it easier for such projects to obtain bank funding.

E-Way Bill Integration With FASTag, RFID
The E-Way Bill (EWB) system has been incorporated with FasTag and RFID by
the Union Government.
Highlights:
Electronic Way (E-Way) Bill:
An E-Way Bill is a unique bill number created for a particular consignment
involving the transportation of goods.
Beginning in April 2018, EWBs will be mandated for inter-state transportation of
goods priced over Rs. 50,000 under the Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime,
with the exception of precious items such as gold.
It is a method to monitor the movement of goods and detect tax evasion, as well as
a mechanism to ensure that goods being transported comply with the GST Law.
FASTag:
FASTag is a reloadable tag that can automatically deduct fees without having to
stop cash transactions.
Once activated, the tag uses Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) technology
and is attached to the vehicle's windscreen.
Radio waves are used to read and capture data stored on a tag attached to an object
in RFID.
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A tag can be read from up to several feet away, and it doesn't have to be in the
reader's direct line of sight to be monitored.
FASTag will be mandatory for all vehicles in the country beginning February 15,
2021.
The National Highway Authority of India is in charge of its operation (NHAI).

PM Swasthya Suraksha Yojana - AIIMS
Under the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY), the central
government has approved the establishment of 22 new All India Institutes of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), six of which are already operational.
About PMSSY:
PMSSY was launched in 2003 with the aim of addressing regional disparities in
the availability of affordable/reliable tertiary healthcare services as well as
improving medical education facilities in the country.
The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare is in charge of implementing the
PMSSY.
It consists of two components:
1. Establishing a new AIIMS (All India Institute of Medical Sciences).
2. Upgrade of Government medical colleges in each state
The Centre and the state split the project cost of upgrading each medical college
institution.

Karnataka Ranks 1st in Implementing Ayushman Bharat
Karnataka ranks first in the establishment of a health and wellness center under the
Ayushman Bharat Plan, which aims to provide comprehensive primary health care
in rural areas.
Highlights:
Karnataka is leading the way in implementing projects for 2020-2021. Although
the center has set a goal of establishing 2,263 centers, the state has upgraded 3,300
centers until March 31.
Of the 95 projects, 90 scored the highest, and the state ranked top in terms of
project implementation in 2020. By the regulations of the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, it is 21.
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In order to provide high-quality medical care for all under the Ayushman Bharat
Arogya Karnataka plan, all PHCs have been upgraded under the national health
mission.
The state's goal is to upgrade 11,595 centers as HWC. These centers provide adult
counselling services, public yoga camps, ENT care, first aid in emergencies, and
referrals to tertiary hospitals.

Jharkhand Ranks 1st in Implementation of Smart City Mission Schemes
According to the implementation progress of the smart city project, Jharkhand
ranks first among the 36 states in India and UT.
Highlights:
Rajasthan is in second place. The ranking is published by the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA).
At the same time, in terms of the progress of the ongoing mission plan for 100
cities, Ranchi, the capital of Jharkhand, has risen to the 12th place.
On the other hand, Delhi ranks 11th in the list of states and federal territories,
Bihar ranks 27th, New Delhi Municipal Corporation ranks 41st in the list of cities,
and Patna, the capital of Bihar ranks 68th in the list of cities.
Previously, there was a system where Smart City Mission released rankings within
one month, two weeks, and one week. However, these rankings are now frequently
updated through an online process.
In this ranking, the implementation and progress of the plan executed by the Smart
City Mission is the basis, and the main points of each mission are determined.

Competition Commission of India 12th Anniversary
The Competition Commission of India celebrates its 12th anniversary.
About Competition Commission of India:
Competition Commission of India (CCI) acts as India's competition regulator.
The Commission was established in 2003, although it was not fully operational
until 2009.
Through constructive engagement with all stakeholders, the government, and
foreign jurisdiction, it aims to create a competitive environment in the Indian
economy.
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The Commission's aims are as follows:
Prevent actions that harm the competition.
Promote and maintain market competition.
Protect the interests of consumers.
Ensure the freedom of trade.

Decommission of INS Rajput
INS Rajput has been decommissioned.The Indian Navy's first destroyer was the
INS Rajput.
About INS Rajput:
It was the lead ship of the former Soviet Union's Kashin-class destroyers. It was
given the Russian name Nadezhny,' which means hope.'
It was built in the year 1980.
The ship was the first Indian Naval ship to be associated with a regiment of the
Indian Army, the Rajput Regiment, with the motto "Raj Karega Rajput."
It participated in a number of operations, including Operation Aman off the coast of
Sri Lanka to support the IPKF, Operation Cactus off the coast of the Maldives to
address a hostage crisis, Operation Pawan for patrolling duties off the coast of Sri
Lanka, and Operation Crowsnest off the coast of Lakshadweep.

States Asked To Declare Mucormycosis An Epidemic
Under the Epidemic Diseases Act of 1897, the Union government has asked the
states to declare mucormycosis an epidemic. Mucormycosis is a black fungus that
has been found in COVID-19 patients.
Highlights:
Declaring it an epidemic would require health-care facilities to check for it and
report any cases to the government.
It has already been declared an epidemic in Rajasthan, Telangana, and Tamil Nadu.

Rescue and Relief Operations - Cyclone Yaas
Indian Naval Ships and Aircraft are on standby for Rescue and Relief Operations in
the aftermath of Cyclone Yaas.'
Highlights:
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According to the IMD, Cyclone Yaas is expected to intensify into a "very severe
cyclonic storm" and pass along the coasts of Odisha and West Bengal on May 26.
Over the east-central Bay of Bengal and the adjacent North Andaman Sea, a low
pressure area formed.
Low-pressure areas are the first step in the formation of cyclones, although it is not
necessary to intensify all low-pressure areas into cyclones.

Personal Guarantors Liable for Corporate Debt - SC
The Supreme Court (SC) upheld the government's decision to allow lenders to file
insolvency proceedings against personal guarantors as well as the stressed corporate
entities to which they provided guarantees. These personal guarantors are usually
the promoters of large corporations.
Highlights:
It ruled that the government notification issued on November 15, 2019, allowing
creditors (typically financial institutions and banks) to file a bankruptcy petition
against personal guarantors under the Indian Bankruptcy and Insolvency Code
(IBC) was legal and valid.
The government also decided that corporate debtors and personal guarantors
should be dealt with by the same adjudicatory process by a single forum, the
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT).
Furthermore, Section 60(2) of the IBC required corporate debtors and personal
guarantors to have their bankruptcy proceedings heard before the NCLT.

GST on Imported Oxygen Concentrator unconstitutional - Delhi HC
The Delhi High Court ruled that the government imposes a GST on imported
oxygen generators for personal use, which is "unconstitutional."
Highlights:
It stated that oxygen concentrators are a life-saving device during the COVID-19
pandemic, and that a different approach is required during a pandemic.
The government announced on May 1 that the GST rate on such imports would be
reduced to 12% from 28% previously.
Citing a lack of oxygen in the second wave of the pandemic, the court asked the
government to consider temporarily eliminating the 12 percent GST levied on such
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imports.

Asias Richest and 2nd Richest Persons are Indians
Billionaire Gautam Adani has edged previous Chinese multi-millionaire Zhong
Shanshan to grow to be the second-richest Asian, in accordance to the Bloomberg
Billionaire Index.
Highlights:
China's Zhong was once the richest person in Asia till February when he lost the
crown to Mukesh Ambani, India's richest person and chairman of Reliance
Industries Ltd. However, while Ambani misplaced $175.5 million this year, Adani's
wealth surged with the aid of $32.7 billion to contact $66.5 billion, against Zhong's
$63.6 billion. Ambani's complete wealth now stands at $76.5 billion, making him
the 13th richest in the world, observed with the aid of Adani at 14th. The
Bloomberg Billionaires Index comprises an everyday ranking of the world's richest
people, primarily based on their net worth. The figures are up to date at the shut of
each and every buying and selling day in New York.

e-Courts Services Mobile App
The Supreme Court's E-Committee has released a manual in 14 languages for its
free "e-Courts Services Mobile App."
Highlights:
The Supreme Court's e-committee has released a manual for its "e-Courts Services
Mobile App" in 14 languages, and the app itself has received over 57 lakh
downloads.
The manual is available in the following languages: English, Hindi, Assamese,
Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada, Khasi, Malayalam, Marathi, Nepali, Odia, Punjabi,
Tamil, and Telugu.
The mobile application and its manual in English and regional languages can be
downloaded for free from the official website of the e-Committee, Supreme Court
of India: https://eCommitteesci.gov.in/service/ecourts-services-mobile-application/
The App functions as a personalised digital case diary, with case details available
on the handset at any time of day, for free. It allows any litigant, advocate, judge, or
anyone else in India to check the current status of a case.

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

The complete case history of a case, from filing to disposition, is available,
including a date-by-date case diary. The mobile app also provides access to
Orders/Judgment, Transfer details of the case, and interim application status.
It is a step toward digitising the judiciary.

Governing Board of the Kalakshetra Foundation
The Central Government has appointed 12 eminent artists and musicians to the
Kalakshetra Foundation's governing board.
Highlights:
The Kalakshetra Foundation is a cultural and arts academy.
It is dedicated to the preservation of traditional values in Indian art and crafts,
particularly in the fields of Bharatanatyam dance and Gandharvaveda music.
It is headquartered in Chennai.
It was established in the year 1936.
It was founded by Rukmini Devi Arundale and her husband, George Arundale.
The Kalakshetra Foundation was designated as a "Institute of National
Importance" by an Act of the Parliament of India in 1994.
Rukmini Devi Arundale's Kalakshetra style of Bharatanatyam is known for its
angular, straight, ballet-like kinesthetics and avoidance of Recakas and uninhibited
throw (Ksepa) of the limbs.

Scheme in News - One Stop Centre scheme
Recently, One Stop Centre Schemes (OSCs) have been in the news. It has aided
over 3 lakh women so far. It is implemented by the Ministry of Women and Child
Development
Highlights:
The scheme is implemented by State Governments and Union Territory (UT)
administrations.
Objectives: To provide integrated support and assistance to women affected by
violence and in distress, both in private and public spaces, under one roof, and to
facilitate immediate, emergency, and non-emergency access to a range of services
such as police, medical, legal aid, and counselling, as well as psychological
support, in order to combat all forms of violence against women.
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So far, 701 OSCs have been operationalized in 35 states/UTs.

Hallmarking of Gold Jewellery in India
Gold jewellery hallmarking will start on June 15th. Due to the Covid pandemic, this
date has been pushed back even further to January 15, 2021.
Highlights:
Mandatory hallmarking of gold jewellery/artefacts was scheduled to begin on
January 15, 2020, but was pushed back to June 1, 2021, in order to clear out old
stock of unhallmarked jewellery.
Jewellers who sell gold jewellery and artefacts will be required to register with the
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) and sell only hallmarked gold jewellery and
artefacts.
The goal of making hallmarking mandatory is to ensure that consumers are not
cheated when purchasing gold ornaments and receive the purity indicated on the
ornaments.
This will increase the product's credibility and contribute to India's development as
a leading gold market centre in the world.
According to the World Gold Council, India has approximately 4 lakh jewellers, of
which only 35879 are BIS certified.

Creation of a Lakshadweep Development Authority - LDA
The people of Lakshadweep are dissatisfied with the new administrator Praful
Khoda Patel's decision to establish a Lakshadweep Development Authority (LDA).
Highlights:
Mr Patel is the first political appointee to the post of Administrator, which is
usually held by retired civil servants.
Islanders have complained that the legislation is out of step with the archipelago's
social and environmental realities.
The establishment of the Lakshadweep Development Authority (LDA) with broad
powers includes the eviction of landowners.
It is generally believed that this was promoted by the real estate lobby group and
violated the interests of the islanders.
Hundreds of islanders have written to administrators requesting the withdrawal of
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the proposed regulations.
It contains provisions such as:
the orderly and progressive development of land in both urban and rural areas, as
well as the preservation and enhancement of its amenities;
the grant of permission to develop land and other powers of control over land use;
and
the conferring of additional powers in relation to the acquisition and development
of land for planning purposes.

Government Clarification Regarding Issues with Whatsapp
The Indian government has stated that it recognises the right to privacy as a
fundamental right and is committed to providing it to Indian citizens and at the
same time it is also committed to maintaining law and order as well as national
security.
Highlights:
The Information and Technology (IT) Minister stated that none of the measures
proposed by India will have any impact on the normal functioning of WhatsApp in
any way whatsoever, and there will be no impact on ordinary users.
According to the clarification, the right to privacy, like all fundamental rights, is
not absolute and is subject to reasonable limitations.
It stated that the requirements in the Intermediary Guidelines pertaining to the first
source of information are an example of a reasonable restriction.
According to the Intermediary Guidelines, the originator of information can only
be traced if all other remedies have proven ineffective, making this a last resort
measure. Furthermore, such information can only be obtained through a legal
process that includes adequate legal safeguards.
The clarification also stated that an order to trace the originator may be issued only
for the purposes of preventing, investigating, and punishing an offence relating to
India's sovereignty, integrity, and security, public order, incitement to an offence
relating to rape, sexually explicit material, or child sexual abuse material, which is
punishable by imprisonment for not less than five years.

Panel Constituted to Suggest Reforms to IPC
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The Union Home Ministry has established a panel to recommend changes to the
Indian Penal Code (IPC)
Highlights:
It will almost certainly propose a separate Section on "offences relating to speech
and expression."
Because there is no clear definition of what constitutes hate speech in the IPC, the
Committee for Reforms in Criminal Laws is attempting to define such speech for
the first time.

Mekedatu Multi-Purpose Project - NGT
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has formed a joint committee to investigate
allegations of illegal construction activity in Mekedatu. The Karnataka government
had proposed building a dam across the Cauvery River in the same location.
Highlights:
The Mekedatu multi-purpose project entails the construction of a balancing
reservoir across the Cauvery River near Kanakapura in Ramanagaram district.
It intends to supply drinking water to the districts of Bengaluru and Ramanagaram,
as well as generate electricity.
However, Tamil Nadu has objected on the grounds that the project violates the
award of the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal.

New Smart Kitchen Scheme - Kerala
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan announced the formation of a secretarylevel committee to develop guidelines and recommendations for the
implementation of the Smart Kitchen Scheme in the state in order to meet LDF
commitments.
Highlights:
The Smart Kitchen Scheme will be launched on July 10, 2021.
As part of the scheme, women of state will be given a loan to renovate their
kitchens.
Loans with low-interest rates will be made available in instalment plans.
The scheme aims to reduce the workload of women's domestic labour.
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Implementation of Van Dhan Yojana TRIFED and NITI Aayog
Through TRIFED (Indian Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation),
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs will cooperate with NITI Aayog to implement the
Van Dhan Vikas Kendra (VDVK) plan of Van Dhan Yojna in the 39 ideal tribal
areas identified by NITI Aayog. Including Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Chhattisgarh,
Gujarat, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Orissa, Telangana and Tripura.
Highlights:
Van Dhan Tribe Startups or VDVK is a value-added branding and marketing plan
for small forest products that promote sustainable livelihoods for forest-based tribes
by establishing Van Dhan Kendras.
Special attention will be paid to these aspiring areas, where the tribal population
exceeds 50%. Through this partnership, NITI Aayog will support the concept of
integration of TRIFED's VDVK mission (cooperation between state and central
government, development partners) with Article 275 (1), DMF (Regional Minerals
Foundation), and intended tribal components (STC)).
Van Dhan Yojna or Van Dhan Scheme was launched on 14th April 2018 and is
implemented through TRIFED. Van Dhan startups help for the socio-economic
development of the tribal population of the country to set up the Van Dhan Kendra.
It is an aspect of the Mechanism for MFP (Marketing of Minor Forest Produce)
through MSP (Minimum Support Price) & Development of Value Chain for MFP.
The concept is to set up tribal community-owned Van Dhan Vikas Kendra Clusters
(VDVKCs) in predominantly forested tribal districts.

PM Presided National Digital Health Mission
Prime Minister Modi presided over a high-level meeting to assess the National
Digital Health Mission's progress.
Highlights:
The Prime Minister launched the National Digital Health Mission on August 15,
2020, with the goal of creating an integrated healthcare system that connects
practitioners and patients digitally by providing access to real-time health records.
Objectives of National Digital Health Mission:
Development of Digital Health Systems
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Establishment of Registries
All national digital health stakeholders must enforce the adoption of open
standards.
Creating standardised personal health records
Enterprise-class health application systems
Adoption of cooperative federalism
Promotion of private sector participation in collaboration with public health
authorities
Making healthcare services available across the country.
Systems for Clinical Decision Support (CDS)

Renaming of Indian Broadcasting Foundation
The Indian Broadcasting Foundation (IBF) will change its name to the Indian
Broadcasting and Digital Foundation (IBDF). The IBF is the apex body of
broadcasters. It is now expanding its scope to include digital streaming platforms.
Highlights:
The move would combine broadcasters and OTT (over-the-top) platforms under
one roof. Following the COVID-19 pandemic, OTT saw a significant increase in
viewership. IBDF would also establish a self-regulatory body, the Digital Media
Content Regulatory Council, for digital OTT platforms.

Crop in news - Jackfruit
Jackfruit has recently been in the news. A shipment of fresh jackfruit from Tripura
was shipped to London. It is a significant step toward maximising the export
potential of agricultural and processed food products from the northeastern region.
Highlights:
Jackfruit is a tree species that belongs to the fig, mulberry, and breadfruit families
(Moraceae).
It is a multi-fruit made up of hundreds to thousands of individual flowers and
fleshy petals.
Artocarpus heterophyllus is the scientific name for this plant.
India, Thailand, Indonesia, and Nepal are the world's major producers.
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Orissa, and Assam are the
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major production states in India.
Kerala is the world's largest producer of jackfruit.
Kerala and Tamil Nadu have it as a state fruit.

Mid-Day-Meal Scheme Monetary Assistance
The government will provide monetary assistance via DBT under the MDM
Scheme.
Highlights:
As a special welfare measure, the Union Minister for Education has approved a
proposal to provide monetary assistance to 11.8 crore students via Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) for the cooking expenses of the Mid-Day-Meal Scheme to all
eligible children.
Schools have been closed as a result of the pandemic and the ensuing lockdowns.
This has had an impact on the nutritional intake of many students from low-income
families who rely on the mid-day meal provided by their schools for food and
nutrition.
This scheme also prevented many students from dropping out of school.
The current monetary assistance measure is a one-time welfare measure that
applies to children studying in classes I to VIII in approximately 11.20 lakh
government and government-sponsored schools across India.
The central government will provide about 12 billion rupees in additional funds to
the state government and UT authorities.

National AI Portal 1st Anniversary
On May 28, the National Artificial Intelligence Portal celebrated its first
anniversary.
About the National AI Portal:
In May 2020, the portal will be launched.
It is a collaboration between the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), the National e-Governance Division (NeGD), and
NASSCOM.
It acts as a central hub for AI-related news, articles, events, learning, and activities
in India and beyond.
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The goal of this website is to become a trusted content powerhouse in the context
of India's move towards a global leader in Artificial Intelligence.
This portal focuses on developing and sustaining a unified AI ecosystem to drive
excellence and leadership in India's AI journey, fostering economic growth and
improving lives.

PM-CARES for Children Scheme
The PM-CARES for Children Scheme has been launched to assist and empower
Covid-affected children.
Highlights:
The PM-CARES for Children' scheme will provide assistance to all children who
have lost both parents, a surviving parent, or a legal guardian/adoptive parents as a
result of Covid-19.
The following are the benefits of the scheme:
Fixed Deposit in the child's name
Schooling for children under the age of ten years
School education for children aged 11 to 18 years
Higher Education Assistance
Health Coverage

Launch of YUVA
YUVA (Young, Upcoming and Versatile Authors) was launched by the
government.
About YUVA:
YUVA-Prime Minister's Young Authors Mentoring Scheme, this is a Author
mentoring program to train young and up-and-coming authors (under 30), initiated
by the Ministry of Education, Dept of Higher Education.
The program's main goal is to promote reading, writing, and book culture in the
country, as well as to project India and Indian writings globally.
YUVA is a part of the India@75 Project (Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav), which aims
to bring to the forefront the perspectives of the young generation of writers on
topics such as Unsung Heroes, Freedom Fighters, Unknown and Forgotten Places
and their role in the National Movement, and other related themes in an innovative
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and creative manner.
The Education Ministry's National Book Trust (NBT) is the implementing agency
of this scheme.
The NBT will publish books created under this scheme. They will be translated
into other Indian languages as well.
The selected young authors will interact with some of the world's best authors,
attend literary festivals, and so on.
Highlights:
A total of 75 authors will be chosen through an All India Contest to be held in June
July 2021 on https://www.mygov.in/.
The winners will be revealed on August 15, 2021.
Eminent authors and mentors will train the young authors.
Under the Mentorship Scheme, each author will receive a consolidated scholarship
of Rs.50,000 per month for a period of six months.

GST Council Presided by Finance Minister
The Union Finance Minister presided over the 43rd GST Council. The GST
Council made some suggestions
Highlights:
The GST Council made the following suggestions:
As a COVID-19 relief measure, a no. of COVID-19-related goods, such as oxygen
concentrators, medical oxygen, and other oxygen storage and transportation
equipment, have been recommended for full IGST exemption.
Due to the increasing number of Black Fungus cases, the exemption from IGST
has been extended to Amphotericin B.
The GST rate on Diethylcarbamazine (DEC) tablets has been recommended for
reduction to 5% (from 12 percent) to support the Lympahtic Filarisis (endemic)
elimination programme being carried out in collaboration with WHO .
The goods and service tax for MRO services of ships/vessels should be reduced
from 18% to 5%.
An amnesty scheme for small GST taxpayers was also announced, allowing them
to file returns with lower late fees.
Filing annual returns has also been simplified.
The Council has recommended that the CGST Act be amended to allow for self-
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certification of reconciliation statements rather than having them certified by
Chartered Accountants.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
COVID-19 Vaccines for Animals Produced by Russia
Russia produced the first COVID-19 vaccine for animals. The name of the vaccine
is Carnivac-Cov. The World Health Organization recently confirmed the possibility
of spreading the virus between humans and the virus.
Highlights:
After Denmark determined that the virus had spread from humans to minks, by
2020, Denmark had killed more than 17 million minks. In Denmark, the virus was
transferred from humans to mink skins. Then, it was passed back to humans as a
mutant strain.
Carnivac-Cov: It is produced by Rosselkhoznadzor, the Veterinary and
Phytosanitary Supervision Department of the Russian Federation.
Russian scientists believe that the use of the vaccine will help prevent virus
mutations. The results of the vaccine test show that it has a good immunogenic
effect.
Response to COVID-19 animal vaccine: Russia said that Lebanon, Kazakhstan,
Poland, Greece, Germany, Austria, Iran, Argentina, South Korea and other
countries have expressed interest in purchasing the vaccine.
COVID-19 is spread mainly through human-to-human transmission. However,
there is evidence that there is transmission between humans and animals. This is
possible mainly because it is a zoonotic virus.

Worlds Oldest Water in Canada
The oldest water in the world found in Canada shines at the beginning of life.
Highlights:
In 2019, Dr. Barbara Sherwood Lollar, a geologist and earth science professor at
the University of Toronto, won the Gerhard Herzberg Canada Gold Award for
Science and Engineering, the highest science prize for his discovery of the world's
oldest water, worth 1 million Canadian dollars. It was discovered at a depth of 2.4
kilometers in the Kidd Creek Mine. The salt content of water is very high, ten times
higher than that of sea water.
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The Oxygen Crisis has an easy and fast solution
IIT Mumbai demonstrated how to solve the widespread oxygen shortage problem
by converting a Nitrogen Generator into an Oxygen Generator.
Highlights:
IIT-Bombay's pilot project to convert a PSA (Pressure Swing Adsorption) Nitrogen
Unit to a PSA Oxygen Unit has been successfully tested.
Oxygen can be produced at 3.5 atm pressure, with a purity of 93%-96%.
By providing a continuous supply of oxygen, this gaseous oxygen can be used for
COVID-related needs in existing hospitals and upcoming COVID-19 dedicated
facilities.
How to convert a nitrogen unit to an oxygen unit?
Finished by fine-tuning the existing nitrogen production equipment and changing
the molecular sieve from "carbon" to "zeolite".
The pilot project is a joint effort between Tata Consulting Engineers IIT Mumbai
and Spantech engineers in Mumbai, who are responsible for the production of
PSA's nitrogen and oxygen plants.
About Pressure Swing Adsorption:
Pressure Swing Adsorption is a technique for isolating specific gas species from
mixtures of gases under pressure.
PSA operates at close to ambient temperature (temperature related to the
surrounding environment), which is very different from cryogenic distillation
technology for gas separation.
Cryogenic separation is a commercial process carried out at very low temperatures.

MACS 1407 - A New Soybean Variety Has Been Produced
Scientists in India have produced a pest-resistant, high-yielding soybean variety.
MACS 1407, a newly developed variety, is suitable for cultivation in West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Assam, Chhattisgarh, and the North-Eastern states, and its seeds will be
available to farmers for sowing during the 2022 Kharif season.
About MACS 1407:
In collaboration with the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), New
Delhi, scientists from MACS Agharkar Research Institute (ARI), Pune, an
autonomous institute of the Department of Science & Technology, Government of
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India, created the new variety.
The variety was created using the traditional cross-breeding method.
It is suitable for rain-fed conditions in northeast India.
Its seeds have 19.81 per cent oil content, 41 per cent protein content, and good
germinability.

China's Space Station's Core Module Is Launched
China launched the core modules of the space station and started a series of
important launch missions, aiming to complete the construction of the space station
by the end of next year
Highlights:
The Long March 5B Y2 rocket carrying the Tianhe module was launched from the
Wenchang spacecraft launch site on the coast of the southern island province of
Hainan.
The Tianhe module will act as the "Tiangong" (meaning "Heavenly Palace") space
station's management and control hub. The node can dock with up to three
spacecraft at a time, or stay for two short periods of time.
Tianhe is the largest spacecraft developed by China.
The space station will be T-shaped, with the core module in the center and the
laboratory compartments on each side.
The station will operate in low earth orbit from 340 km to 450 km.
Its designed service life is 10 years, but experts believe that it can last for more
than 15 years if properly maintained and repaired.

SpaceX Falcon 9 Rocket Launched 60 Starlink Satellites
Sixty Starlink Internet Satellites were recently launched by SpaceX. The Falcon 9
rocket was used to launch the satellites. It was launched from the Space Force
Station in Cape Canaveral, Florida.
Highlights:
The SpaceX corporation has already completed twelve launches in 2021. Its own
Starlink satellites have been launched in the bulk of those missions.
SpaceX has been granted permission to launch up to 30,000 satellites.
SpaceX plans to create a constellation of 12,000 satellites as part of the Starlink
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project.
The project's main goal is to provide space-based internet services at a reasonable
cost.
There are currently over four billion people on the world who do not have access to
the internet. This is mostly due to inept internet delivery methods.
The majority of countries use fibre optic cables or cellular networks to deliver
internet. These techniques are extremely difficult to implement in areas with
difficult terrain where towers or cables are not feasible.
Satellite signals, on the other hand, can quickly clear these obstacles.

Stratolaunch Test Flies - World Largest Airplane
The world's largest aircraft manufactured by Stratolaunch recently completed its
second test flight from the Mojave Aerospace Port in California.
Highlights:
The flight reached an altitude of 4,267 meters during the test flight. It got a top
speed of 320 kilometres per hour. This aircraft can carry a payload of more than
220 tons. The wingspan of the aircraft is 117 meters. This is bigger than an
American football field. It was named "Roc".
The roc bird is a big bird usually mentioned in the mythology of the Middle East.
It is very popular in "Sinbad the Sailor". It uses a dual body configuration. The
fuselage is the main part of the aircraft. It accommodates cargo, crew and
passengers. The dual body design has two bodies.
The fuselage is supported by twelve main landing gear wheels and two front
landing gear wheels. The left fuselage cockpit is unmanned. It only accommodates
auxiliary equipment. Both fuselage cockpits are pressurized and separated from the
unpressurized vehicle.
Paul Allen established Stratolaunch in the year 2011. He was a co-founder of
Microsoft. Stratolaunch is developing a reusable hypersonic flight vehicle that shall
be used to launch satellites.

SUTRA Model to Map COVID
Scientists who study the SUTRA model to map the trajectory of COVID-19.
Highlights:
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The Susceptible, Undetected, Tested (positive), and Removed Approach' (SUTRA)
model was used by scientists from the IITs of Kanpur and Hyderabad to predict the
COVID graph in India.
To forecast the pandemic's course, the model relies on three key parameters.
The first is called Beta, or contact rate, which measures how many people are
infected each day. It is related to the R0 value, which is the number of infected
persons who spread the virus to them during the infection process.
The second parameter is the "reach", which measures the extent to which the
population is affected by the pandemic.
The third is "epsilon", which is the ratio of detected cases to undetected cases.

Drone Delivery of Covid-19 Vaccines
The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) and the Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) have granted the Telangana government conditional drone
deployments for the delivery of experimental Covid-19 vaccines.
Highlights:
The permission was given to use drones within the visual line of sight (VLOS)
range.
The validity period is one year or until further orders.
Earlier this month, the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) also obtained
a similar permit to cooperate with IIT Kanpur to conduct a feasibility study of
Covid-19 vaccine delivery using drones.
Granting of these permissions aims to achieve the dual goals of faster vaccine
delivery and better healthcare access through:
Ensure that basic medical care is provided at the doorstep of citizens
Restrict human exposure to COVID crowded or COVID-prone areas through air
transportation
Ensure access to medical services in the last mile, especially in remote areas
Possibility to integrate long-range drones into the midway of medical logistics
Improve the medical supply chain, especially the third vaccine expected to be put
into production and millions of doses will be shipped in India

Launch of Operation Samudra Setu
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The Indian Navy has initiated Operation Samudra Setu-II to support the ongoing
national mission to meet the country's oxygen needs.
Highlights:
In support of India's battle against COVID-19, mission-deployed Indian Naval
Warships will ship liquid Oxygen-filled cryogenic containers and related medical
equipment.
Two ships, the INS Kolkata and the INS Talwar have arrived in Bahrain's port of
Manama to embark and transport 40MT of liquid oxygen to Mumbai.
The INS Jalashwa and INS Airavat are on their way to Bangkok and Singapore,
respectively, for similar missions.
As part of the Vande Bharat Mission, the Indian Navy conducted Operation
Samudra Setu last year, repatriating approximately 4,000 stranded and distressed
Indian people from the Maldives, Sri Lanka, and Iran.

Public Buildings and Fire Safety - Covid
There have been fatal fires in hospital buildings in the last year, including those
treating COVID-19 patients.
Highlights:
According to the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), 330 people were killed
in fires in commercial buildings in 2019. There are 6,329 fatalities in residential or
dwelling buildings
The leading cause of fires is said to be electrical faults. State governments have
been criticised for failing to enforce building safety regulations and failing to
provide new infrastructure in public buildings.
Since they are oxygen-suffused and must follow strict requirements, hospital ICUs
(intensive care units) pose a significant fire risk.
The National Building Code of India's Part 4 addresses Fire and Life Safety. The
manual contains design and material requirements and recommendations that
reduce the risk of catastrophic fires. Hospitals are classified as institutions in the
code.

Vaccine Finder Tool Introduced in India by Facebook
Facebook has partnered with the government of India to launch a vaccine finder
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tool in its Indian mobile app that will help people identify nearby places that need
to be vaccinated.
Highlights:
The social media giant announced this week that it will provide a $10 million grant
for an emergency response to the country's COVID-19 situation.
Facebook will work with the government of India to start rolling out its Vaccine
Finder tool on the Facebook mobile app in India, which is available in 17 languages
to help people identify nearby places to get vaccines. "
The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) used this tool to provide
the location of the vaccine centre and its opening hours.
The cumulative dose of the COVID-19 vaccine administered in the country has
exceeded 1522 million.
Similarly, more than 2.45 million people have registered on the Co-WIN digital
platform before the COVID-19 vaccine phase 3 vaccination started on May 1.

Converting Nitrogen Plants to Oxygen Plants
In light of the need for medical oxygen in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Indian government investigated the feasibility of converting existing nitrogen
plants to produce oxygen.
Highlights:
Potential industries for converting existing nitrogen plants to produce oxygen have
been established.
Carbon Molecular Sieve (CMS) is used in nitrogen plants, while Zeolite Molecular
Sieve (ZMS) is used for oxygen production.
Therefore, replace CMS with ZMS and make some other changes, such as oxygen
analyzer, control panel system, flow valve, etc. The existing nitrogen-making
equipment can be modified to produce oxygen.
A nitrogen plant that has been updated to provide oxygen may be relocated to a
nearby hospital.
If the factory cannot be transferred, it can be used for on-site production of oxygen,
and then transported to the hospital in a special container/cylinder.

Computed Tomography Scan - Covid
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CT scans have been in the news since some Covid positive patients with mild to
moderate Covid symptoms, as well as those with negative RT-PCR results who
have Covid symptoms, have requested the test.
About CT scan:
CTS is also known as Computed Tomography Scan.
It's a noninvasive medical imaging procedure used in radiology to obtain accurate
images of the body for diagnosis.
CT scanners calculate X-ray attenuations by various tissues within the body using
a revolving x-ray tube and a row of detectors in the gantry.
The tomographic (cross-sectional) images (virtual "slices") of a body are created
using multiple X-ray measurements taken from various angles, which are then
processed on a computer using reconstruction algorithms.
Because of the negative effects of ionising radiation, its use is often limited.

Congo Declares End of Latest Ebola Outbreak
The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has announced the 12th Ebola
outbreak to be over. A total of 12 cases have been recorded since the outbreak was
announced on February 7, 2021.
The outbreak was brought under control in less than three months after it was
declared, thanks to the expertise of the DRC's response team and health partners.
About Ebola:
Ebola virus disease (EVD), also known as Ebola haemorrhagic fever, is a serious
and frequently lethal illness that affects humans.
The virus is distributed throughout the human population via human-to-human
transmission after it is transmitted to humans from wild animals.
The average case fatality rate for EVD is about 50%. In previous outbreaks, case
fatality rates have ranged from 25% to 90%.
Community engagement is key to successfully controlling outbreaks.
Case management, monitoring, and communication tracking, as well as a strong
laboratory service and social mobilisation, are all important components of
effective outbreak control.
Early supportive care, such as rehydration and symptomatic treatment, increases
the chances of survival.
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Parker Solar Probe - NASA
NASA's Parker Solar Probe detected a natural radio signal, indicating that the
spacecraft had passed through the planet's upper atmosphere. In nearly 30 years,
this was the first direct measurement of Venus's atmosphere.
Highlights:
The historic Parker Solar Probe mission from NASA will transform our perception
of the sun, where changing conditions will spread across the solar system,
impacting Earth and other worlds.
The Parker Solar Probe would fly through the sun's atmosphere, getting closer to
the surface than any spacecraft before it, enduring extreme heat and radiation, and
supplying mankind with the closest-ever observations of a star.
Parker Solar Probe has three distinct scientific goals:
Follow the energy flow that heats and speeds up the solar wind and solar corona.
Investigate the structure and dynamics of plasma and magnetic fields at solar wind
sources.
Explore how energetic particles are accelerated and transported.

Clinical Trails by CCRAS - Ayush-64
The polyherbal drug Ayush-64 has antiviral, immune-modulator, and antipyretic
properties, according to clinical trials performed by the Central Council for
Research in Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS).
Highlights:
CCRAS collaborated on the clinical trials with the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR), as well as a number of other research organizations and
medical colleges throughout the world.
Ayush-64 has been found to be effective in the treatment of asymptomatic, mild,
and moderate COVID-19 infection in clinical trials.
Therefore, the drug is now being reused for COVID-19.
About Ayush-64:
Ayush-64 is an Indian herbal formula developed by CCRAS. It was first developed
in 1980 for the treatment of malaria. Due to its significant antiviral,
immunomodulatory and antipyretic properties, the drug has now been re-used for
Covid-19.
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Moorhen Yoga Mat Biodegradable Mat
The biodegradable yoga mat developed by 6 young girls in Assam can prevent
hyacinths from harming the lake.
Highlights:
The water hyacinth of the fishing community in Assam developed a biodegradable
and compostable yoga mat.
The mat is also called as "Moorhen Yoga Mat"
It will be introduced to the world market as a unique product.
The intervention was sparked by an initiative by the North East Centre for
Technology Application and Reach (NECTAR), an autonomous body under the
Department of Science and Technology (DST), to include the entire women's
community in a group called "Simang," which means "dream," led by six girls who
wanted to make money from water hyacinth plants.
Water hyacinth is regarded as a pest because it does not help the fishing
community and has a negative impact on their livelihood.

Permission for 5G Technology and Spectrum Trials
The Government of India's Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has granted
permission to Telecom Service Providers (TSPs) to conduct trials for the use and
implementations of 5G technology.
Highlights:
Reliance JioInfocomm Ltd., Bharti Airtel Ltd., Vodafone Idea Ltd., and MTNL are
among the TSPs that have applied.
The trials are currently scheduled to last for six months.
Each TSP will be required to perform trials in rural, semi-urban, and urban areas to
ensure that the benefits of 5G technology are spread across the country.
Goal: To test 5G spectrum propagation characteristics, particularly in the context
of India; to model tune and evaluate chosen equipment and vendors; to test
indigenous technology; to test applications; and to test 5G phones and devices.
To allow Industry 4.0, 5G technology is expected to provide a better user
experience in terms of data download speeds (expected to be 10 times faster than
4G), up to three times greater spectrum performance, and ultra low latency.
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Used Cooking Oil (UCO) Based Bio-Diesel
The first supply of UCO (Used Cooking Oil) based Biodiesel blended Diesel under
the EOI Scheme was flagged off by Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas
from Indian Oil's Tikrikalan Terminal in Delhi.
Highlights:
On the occasion of World Biofuel Day on August 10, 2019, the Minister of
Petroleum and Natural Gas launched Expressions of Interest (EOI) for Procurement
of Bio-diesel derived from Used Cooking Oil to develop an eco-system for
collecting and converting UCO into Biodiesel.
It is a watershed moment in India's pursuit of environmentally friendly biofuels.
About Biodiesel:
Biodiesel is an alternative fuel that can be made from vegetable oils, animal fats,
tallow, and waste cooking oil, and is similar to traditional or "fossil" diesel.
Another benefit of Biodiesel is that it is carbon-neutral, meaning that the oilseed
absorbs the same amount of CO2 that is emitted when the fuel is burned in a
vehicle.
Biodiesel is also quickly biodegradable and totally non-toxic.

CSIR Center for Cellular and Molecular Biology - VINCOV-19
The CSIR Center for Cellular and Molecular Biology has developed and may be the
first specific drug for the treatment of COVID-19, which contains therapeutic
antibodies.
Highlights:
The Drug Controller General of India (DGCI) has approved clinical trials for the
VINCOV-19 in Phases I and II, and it is expected to be tested in Delhi and
Rajasthan soon.
The VINCOV-19 is a series of antibodies collected from horses after they were
given inactivated Corona virus injections.
After the results of phase I and II are released, it is expected to be approved for
emergency use.
It works better when given early in the infection.

Scientists Model Interior Structure of Saturn
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The scientists at the John Hopkins University have simulated the indoors of Saturn.
The simulations say that a thick layer of Helium rain affects the magnetic subject of
the planet.
Highlights:
Saturn stands out in the Solar device as its magnetic discipline is nearly perfectly
symmetrical around its rotational axis. The Cassini Mission of NASA helped
scientists to apprehend the deep interior of the planet where the magnetic field is
generated.
The scientists have created two effective laptop simulations of the magnetic area of
NASA based totally on the records from the Cassini mission. The simulations will
assist the scientists to measure the price at which Saturn rotates. This has been one
of quite a few issues that vexed (difficult) scientists for decades.
The centre of Saturn is a dense core of metals such as iron and nickel. This dense
core is surrounded with the aid of rocky materials. Further, it is enveloped by way
of liquid metal hydrogen interior a layer of liquid hydrogen. Its core is nearly
similar to the core of Jupiter however considerably smaller.
Cassini is a joint space mission of the European Space Agency (ESA) , NASA and
the Italian Space Agency. It was once referred to as the Cassini-Huygens mission.
The Cassini space probe entered the orbit of Saturn and the Huygens of the
European Space Agency landed on the Titan (the largest moon of Saturn). Cassini
was once the first space probe to enter the orbit of Saturn and the fourth area probe
to visit Saturn.

Initiative to Waive TRIPS Protection for COVID-19 Vaccines
The United States will support an initiative of the World Trade Organization
(WTO) to abandon Trade-Related Intellectual Property (TRIPS) protection for the
COVID-19 vaccine.
Highlights:
It is an international legal arrangement between all of the World Trade
Organization's (WTO) member countries.
It sets minimum requirements for national governments to regulate various types
of intellectual property (IP) as they apply to citizens of other WTO member
countries.
The World Trade Organization (WTO) administers TRIPS, which was signed at
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the end of the Uruguay Round of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT) in 1989 and 1990.

Latest Findings About Venus
By bouncing radio waves off Venus, scientists were able to gain new information
about the planet.
The researchers used NASA's Goldstone Antenna in the Mojave Desert of
California to send radio waves toward Venus 21 times between 2006 and 2020,
studying the radio echo, which revealed knowledge about the planet's
characteristics.
Highlights:
The analysis determined the tilt of Venus's axis as well as the size of the planet's
centre.
It takes 243.0226 Earth days for Venus to complete one rotation. On Venus, a day
lasts longer than a year since it takes 225 Earth days to complete one orbit around
the sun.
The celestial core of Venus is 4,360 miles (7,000 kilometres) in diameter, similar
to Earth's core.
The Venusian tilt was determined to be about 2.64 degrees in the analysis. The
Earth's temperature is about 23.5 degrees.

SpaceX Lands Its Starship Rocket Successfully
Elon Musk's SpaceX launched SN15. Earlier, the initial attempt to launch the
rocket ended in an explosion in the air. There was several explosions of SpaceX
rockets in the past, which is mainly due to the methane-based propellant used by
SpaceX.
Highlights:
The first two prototypes of the Starship rocket launched in December 2020 and
February 2021 failed to land properly and exploded.
The SpaceX SN8 rocket launched in December 2020 exploded because the engine
failed to decelerate the rocket after it flipped and started to descend towards the
earth. The pressure in the fuel tank is very low, which increases the landing speed
and causes the rocket to explode.
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SN9 took off in February 2021, failed to correct its angle and speed, and exploded
on landing. The latest test of the launch of SN15 has overcome all the earlier
obstacles. This is the first test flight of the unexploded SpaceX in the SN series.
The previous prototypes in the SN series achieved multiple goals. However, they
all exploded after landing. SN15 flew for ten kilometres, then flipped and
descended.
SpaceX's Raptor engine uses liquid methane and supercooled liquid oxygen as
propellants. The engine is designed to use a cryogenic propellant, that is, a
propellant that is cooled to near its freezing point. Such propellant improves engine
performance, propellant density, and also allows more propellant to be stored in the
vehicle's fuel tank.
However, the problem is that the pressure is too low at such a low temperature.
Conversely, when the rocket burns fuel to generate forward thrust against gravity,
the external pressure is extremely high. Scientists believe that the pressure
difference may cause an explosion.

Four Digit Security Code Introduced by Co-WIN
The Ministry of Health announced that new security features have been added to
the Co-WIN software. The common win is the COVID-19 Vaccine Intelligence
Network.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Health added a four-digit security code to the CO-WIN software.
When a person reserves a vaccination spot on the Co-WIN platform, he or she will
receive a four-digit security code. The code should be generated at the vaccination
centre.
The code will be mentioned on the digital certificate. This feature is only for
people who have already booked a vaccine online. The code is also printed on the
designated confirmation slip. It should be saved and displayed from the phone.
The Ministry of Health agreed that there is a data entry error in the case of marking
a person who has reserved a vaccination spot as "vaccinated." Many users
complained that even if they missed an appointment in Co-WIN, they will be
notified of the dose of vaccination given to them.
The Co-WIN platform can handle COVID-19 immunizations in the country. This
includes registering beneficiaries, sending them text messages, assigning
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vaccination centres, and on-site monitoring of vials in cold storage.
This platform was used earlier to implement the Pulse Polio Programme. It is
owned by the Health and Family Welfare Ministry. Moreover, it is supported by the
National Informatics Center.
The Co-WIN software helps in monitoring and monitoring the inoculation drive.
The app additionally helps in monitoring the listed beneficiaries on a real-time
basis.

Sputnik Light Single Dose - Russia
Sputnik V vaccine developed by way of Russia is a two-dose vaccine. The special
function of the vaccine is that the first and 2nd dose is unique from each other. In
Sputnik Light a single dose is sufficient.
Highlights:
Sputnik V is additionally acknowledged as Gam-COVID-Vac. It uses a
heterogenous recombinant adenovirus approach. Meaning, Sputnik V is a twovector vaccine. It makes use of Adeno Virus 26 in the first dose and Adeno Virus 5
in the 2nd dose. These Adeno Viruses are the carriers.
A Conjugate Vaccine is a vaccine that makes use of a weak antigen with a robust
antigen as a carrier. It is informally referred to as a provider vaccine. Sputnik V is a
Conjugate Vaccine.
Adenoviruses are common. They are ubiquitous (commonly determined
everywhere) in an environment that is contaminated by means of human faeces or
sewage. They purpose frequent cold and fever. This capability that the Adenovirus
is many times observed in humans. This is one of the most important reasons why
adeno virus-based COVID-19 vaccines are single-dose vaccines. However, Sputnik
V used to be a double dose vaccine. This used to be performed to bolster the
immune response, in contrast, to use the same vector twice.
Sputnik V vaccine used to be sold at 10 USD in other markets. In India, it is
dealing with difficulties to compete with AstraZeneca Vaccine, also referred to as
COVISHIELD, which is sold at two USD per dose.
The rate of COVISHIELD is low in India as it is manufactured regionally by
means of the Serum Institute of India. On the other hand, Sputnik V is imported. It
is marketed by Dr Reddy's Laboratories.
Now, to compete with COVISHILED and capture the market, the price has to be
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reduced, which is, fairly impossible as the vaccine is being imported. Thus, a single
dose vaccine is being launched. India is planning to launch this single-dose vaccine.

Chinese Rocket Falls into the Indian Ocean
The stays of a Chinese rocket have crashed into the Indian Ocean. It is said to have
been hurtling toward the earth. Hurtling is transferring at a high speed, mainly in a
wildly uncontrolled manner.
Highlights:
On April 28, 2021, China launched the Long March 5B rocket. The rocket carried
the Tianhe core module of the China area station.
The Tianhe core module weighed nearly 22.5 tonnes, one of the heaviest space
modules. It used its very own propulsion to enter orbit. However, the first stage
started to decay due to atmospheric drag. The rocket fell in the Indian Ocean close
to the Maldives.
Tianhe is a failure. There had been massive controversies over the Tianhe module
as China was once silent after the launch. No remarks had been made if the rocket
is being controlled. It used to be even unclear if the project used to be a success or
failure as there were full-size news that solely a section of the area module is falling
into the earth. Lack of transparency in such international troubles was not
welcomed by way of various countries.
The core module launched furnished residing area for the astronauts. And thus, it
was strangely massive and heavy. After the failure of the module, it entered into an
uncontrolled orbit. As it used to be heavy, the probabilities of burning away the
complete module have been minimal.
A part of heavy chunks was once to hit the earth's surface. However, the Chinese
had been silent on the place the rocket is to hit the earth and when. The tracking of
the re-entry was once no longer shared. However, the US and the Europeans
estimated that the rocket ought to hit between 41.5 tiers north and 41.5 ranges
south.
The Salyut 7 house station of the Soviet Union was yet some other big re-entry that
came about in 1991. In 2003, the Space Shuttle Columbia made a re-entry in the
populated areas of the US. The Indian born Astronaut Kalpana Chawla passed away
in this disaster. NASA launched a spacecraft named after Kalpana Chawla. In 1979,
the Skylab of the US made a re-entry.

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

Mandatory Online Certification Of Disability Through UDID Portal
With effect from 1 June 2021, the Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (DEPwD) of the Government of India has made it mandatory for all
States/UTs to issue certificate of disability via online mode only using the UDID
portal, as per a Gazette notification.
Highlights:
Under the RPwD Act, 2016, the Central Government published the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Rules, 2017.
Rule 18(5) requires the Central Government to set a date by which state/UT
authorities must issue disability certificates via the internet.
Therefore, the notice was passed, which made it mandatory for states and UT to
issue disability certificates online.
http://www.swavlambancard.gov.in/ is the UDID site that has been operational
since 2016.
This step is expected to ensure full digitization of disability certification, as well as
a viable mechanism for cross-checking the certificate's genuineness to achieve panIndia validity and simplifying the procedure for the benefit of Divyangjan.

Anti-COVID Drug - DRDO
The DCGI has provided the green light to a DRDO-developed anti-COVID drug
for emergency use.
Highlights:
The Institute of Nuclear Medicine and Allied Sciences (INMAS) has collaborated
with Dr Reddy's Laboratories (DRL) in Hyderabad to develop an anti-COVID-19
therapeutic application of the drug 2-deoxy-D-glucose (2-DG).
INMAS is a laboratory operated by the Defense Research and Development
Organization (DRDO).
The outcomes of clinical trials have shown that this molecule aids in the quicker
recovery of hospitalised patients and decreases the need for supplemental oxygen.
In COVID patients, a higher proportion of patients treated with 2-DG had RT-PCR
negative conversion.
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Experiment for BVLOS Drones
The government has given permission to 20 organisations to perform BVLOS
experimental drone flights. In addition, the Telangana government granted an
exemption to perform experimental drone flights beyond visual line of sight
(BVLOS).
Highlights:
The Telangana government has been given conditional exemption by the Ministry
of Civil Aviation (MoCA) and the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
to conduct experimental Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) drone flights for
vaccine delivery.
Exemption from the Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Rules, 2021 was granted as
part of the government's ongoing efforts to expand the reach of drone use in the
country and aid the country's battle against the COVID-19 pandemic.
Earlier this year, 20 consortia were given permission to perform BVLOS (Beyond
Visual Line of Sight) experimental drone flights.
The BVLOS trial will help create a regulatory framework for drone delivery and
other major applications

Paytm Unveiled COVID-19 Vaccine Finder Tool
The "COVID-19 Vaccine Finder" website, which is available on Paytm's Mini App
store, allows people to check the availability of vaccination slots.
Highlights:
People will be able to verify the availability of vaccination slots for a particular
date by entering various pin codes or district information as well as their age group
(18+ or 45+) on the website.
If the slots are likely to be crowded in the near future, users can opt for real-time
updates from Paytm when a slot becomes available.
The automated process eliminates the time and effort of constantly refreshing the
platform for new slots.
The information is retrieved in real time from the CoWIN API, which allows a
vaccination appointment to be scheduled.
The new functionality will assist users in locating COVID vaccine slots in their
area and setting up notifications when new slots become available.
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ISRO Develops 3 Cost-Effective Ventilators and Oxygen Concentrator
The Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) of the Indian Space Research
Organisation has established three separate types of ventilators and an oxygen
concentrator at a time when a shortage of this vital medical equipment caused many
Covid-19 patients across the country to die.
Highlights:
Prana, VaU, and Svasta are the names were given by them based on their designs,
features, and specifications.
Prana is a device that uses automatic compression of an Ambu bag to deliver
respiratory gas to a patient.
Svasta is designed to operate without electricity.
VaU is a low-cost ventilator that is similar to commercially available high-end
ventilators.
All three are user-friendly, completely automated, and equipped with touch-screen
capabilities, as well as meeting all safety requirements.
Shwaas, a portable medical oxygen concentrator, was also developed by the VSSC.
It can provide 10 litres of enriched oxygen per minute, which is enough for two
patients at once.
Shwaas increases the oxygen gas content by selectively removing nitrogen gas
from ambient air using a process known as Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA),
which is widely used to produce oxygen from air.

The Contradiction Between The Four Factors Behind The Frequent
Earthquakes In Northern Assam
Regular earthquakes in northern Assam's Sonitpur region are caused by four causes,
one of which is an unfamiliar lineament.
Highlights:
Lineament is the linear feature in the landscape, determined by basic geological
structures such as faults.
According to the Geological Survey of India (GSI), the Sonitpur area is located in
a complex triangular area defined by the east-west Atherkhet fault, the northwestsoutheast Kopili fault, and the north-south boundary.
Regular earthquakes have been triggered by the two faults and the lineament, as
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well as the convergence of the Indian plate.
After the 6.4 earthquake on April 28 that destroyed many houses, bridges, and a
river embankment, the National Centre of Seismology reported 29 earthquakes in
Sonitpur with magnitudes ranging from 2.6 to 4.7.

DCGI Approved 2-deoxy-D-glucose
The Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) has authorised the anti-COVID drug
2-deoxy-D-glucose for emergency use.
It was established in partnership with Dr Reddy's Laboratories (DRL) in Hyderabad
by the Institute of Nuclear Medicine and Allied Sciences (INMAS), a lab of the
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).
Highlights:
According to clinical trial findings, this molecule aids in the quicker recovery of
hospitalised patients and decreases the need for supplemental oxygen.
In COVID patients, a higher percentage of patients treated with 2-DG converted to
RT-PCR negative.
People who are suffering from COVID-19 will greatly benefit from this drug.
The drugs comes in a powder form in a sachet that must be dissolved in water
before being taken orally.
It builds up in virus-infected cells and prevents virus replication by stopping viral
transcription and energy production.
This drug is unique because it only accumulates in virally infected cells.

Indian-Origin Expert Elected to National Academy of Sciences - Sankar
Ghosh
Sankar Ghosh, an award-winning Indian-origin immunologist, has been elected to
the prestigious National Academy of Sciences in cognizance of his distinguished
and persevering with achievements in original research. He was among the one
hundred twenty newly elected contributors announced by the Academy.
About the Sankar Ghosh:
Sankar Ghosh is the Silverstein and Hutt Family Professor of Microbiology and
Chair of the Department of Microbiology & Immunology at the Vagelos College of
Physicians and Surgeons at Columbia University.
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Sankar is also a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science.
He has a deep pastime in deciphering the complexities of transcriptional legislation
the ways through which a mobile regulates the conversion of DNA to RNA to
higher understand the mechanisms of the immune gadget and the pathological
changes that show up to its pathways in many diseases.
Ghosh and participants of his lab these days uncovered new clues to sepsis that
may also velocity diagnosis.
About the National Academy of Sciences:The Academy is a private, nonprofit
organization that was mounted beneath a Congressional constitution signed with
the aid of President Abraham Lincoln in 1863.

Mayflower 400 - First Unnamed Vessel of the World to Navigate Across
Atlantic
The world's first unmanned ship named Mayflower 400 will sail on the Atlantic
Ocean. It was built by the marine research organization ProMare in cooperation
with IBM. It will begin its transatlantic voyage on May 15, 2021, to track aquatic
mammals, analyze plastics in the water and study marine pollution.
Highlights:
Mayflower 400 is a fully autonomous ship. This is a trimaran 15 meters long and
weighs 9 tons. It is powered by artificial intelligence and solar energy through solar
panels.
ProMare invested USD 1 million and built this ship globally in the form of
technology represented by India, the United States and Switzerland.
The ship is equipped with a smart captain, six high-tech cameras and radars, and
has received audio data training to avoid collisions, correct course, detect marine
animals and collect information on aquatic animal populations.
The ship can also listen to whales using self-activating hydrophones. Currently, the
ship is skilled to handle 50 meters high waves.
Mayflower four hundred self-sufficient ship gives an edge to the scientists in
exploring the difficult seas as the ship will be unmanned.

Shortage of Anti-Fungal Injection - Amphotericin B
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A severe shortage of amphotericin, an anti-fungal injection, and other anti-fungal
drugs used to treat mucormycosis is causing patients further problems.
Mucormycosis is a life-threatening infection that occurs in around 30% of diabetics
after Covid-19.
Highlights:
The injection of Amphotericin B is used to treat severe and potentially fatal fungal
infections.
It belongs to the antifungal drug class.
It functions by inhibiting the growth of infection-causing fungi.
It's usually injected into a vein.
Amphotericin B was isolated from Streptomyces nodosus in 1955, and it was first
used in medicine in 1958.
It is in the Essential Medicines List of the World Health Organization.

Sinopharm COVID-19 Vaccine for Emergency Use
The Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine has been authorised by the WHO for
emergency use and it is the first Chinese vaccine to be approved by the World
Health Organization(WHO).
Highlights:
It's a two-dose vaccine that's still in use in hundreds of countries around the world.
The vaccines manufactured by Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, J&J, and the
AstraZeneca jab made in India and South Korea have already been designated for
emergency use by the WHO.
Sinopharm vaccine is an inactivated coronavirus vaccine, such as Covaxin
developed by Bharat Biotech India (BBIL) in cooperation with the National
Institute of Virology (NIV).
Inactivated vaccines use heat, chemicals, or radiation to destroy the diseasecarrying virus (in this case, SARS-CoV-2).

Beema Bamboo Oxygen Park - TNAU
With the aid of Beema Bamboo, the Tamil Nadu Agricultural University (TNAU)
in Coimbatore has developed an "oxygen park."
About Beema Bamboo:
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Beema or Bheema Bamboo is an excellent clone, selected from Bambusa balcooa,
which is a bamboo species with higher biomass. The bamboo clone has been
developed through conventional breeding methods.
This species is thought to be one of the fastest-growing plants on the planet. Under
tropical conditions, it grows one and a half feet every day.
It is said to be the best "carbon sink" for reducing CO2 emissions.

OSIRIS-REx Mission of NASA
NASA's OSIRIS-REx spacecraft recently departed from the asteroid Bennu and
began its two-year journey back to Earth. OSIRIS-REx is NASA's first mission to
visit, survey, and obtain a sample from a near-Earth asteroid.
Highlights:
It is the US's first asteroid sample return mission, with the aim of collecting and
returning a clean, undamaged sample from an asteroid to Earth for scientific
research.
In 2016, the OSIRIS-REx spacecraft (Origins, Spectral Interpretation, Resource
Identification, Protection, and Regolith Explorer) was launched on its journey to
Bennu.
The mission is a seven-year journey that will be completed when at least 60
grammes of samples are returned to Earth (in 2023).
According to the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), the
project would return the most extraterrestrial material to Earth since the Apollo era.
Five instruments, including cameras, a spectrometer, and a laser altimeter, are
aboard the spacecraft to explore Bennu.
The spacecraft's robotic arm, the Touch-And-Go Sample Acquisition Mechanism
(TAGSAM), attempted to "TAG" the asteroid at a sample site and obtained a
sample recently.

COVISHIELD - Gap Between Doses Increased
The Indian government widened the gap between the two doses of the
COVISHIELD vaccine. The gap increased from six to eight weeks to twelve to
sixteen weeks. This is the second time in three months, and the difference between
COVISHIELD doses has widened. In March 2021, the Union Territories and State
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Governments are required to increase the time interval from 28 days to 6 to 8
weeks.
Highlights:
Based on real-life data from the United Kingdom, the COVID-19 Working Group
suggested to increase the gap.
NEGVAC approved the suggestions (National Expert Group on Vaccine
Administration). The interval between doses is currently four to six weeks.
If the difference between the doses increases, the protective effect of the vaccine
will also increase. In Canada, the interval between doses is three to four months.
A Lancet study showed that if the difference between doses increases from 6
weeks to 8 weeks to 12 weeks to 16 weeks, the protection (efficacy) against
COVID-19 will increase from 55.1% to 81.3%.

Maharashtra Launched Mission Oxygen
Maharashtra's state government launched the "Maharashtra Mission Oxygen." The
state's regular output will be increased to 3,000 tonnes under the mission. The
mission has been given Rs 200 crores by the state government. It will provide
special benefits to private players who agree to serve as oxygen generation units.
Highlights:
In the next six months, a short-term target of 2,300 metric tonnes per day will be
reached. The mission's expense is expected to be RS 1,100 crores.
Private companies are also expected to participate in the mission.
Each division must build at least one new plant as part of the mission.
The registration fee, stamp duty, electricity duty, and GST will all be waived by
the mission.
In backward Vidarbha and Marathwada, about 150 percent GST will be waived,
while the rest of the state will pay 100 percent.
With the assistance of private players, the state government will construct over 290
Pressure Swing Absorption plants and Liquid Medical Oxygen plants.

First Dose Administered at Rs 995 Sputnik V
On May 14, 2021, Dr Reddy's laboratory announced that it had launched Sputnik V
in India. The vaccine is imported from Russia and distributed by Dr Reddy's
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laboratory.
Highlights:
Currently, Sputnik V is the second most expensive COVID-19 vaccine in the
country. The price of a dose of Sputnik V is 995 rupees. The cost of the
COVISHIELD vaccine is 400 rupees per dose. It is reduced to 300 rupees per dose.
It is made locally by the Serum Institute of India.
The state government costs 600 rupees per dose of COVAXIN, while private
hospitals cost 1,200 rupees.
Sputnik V was developed by the Moscow Gamleya Institute of Epidemiology and
Microbiology.
These are two doses of vaccine. However, a single-dose Sputnik V vaccine was
recently produced in Russia. It is called a single light dose of an artificial satellite.
India only manages double-dose Sputnik V.
Although COVISHIELD is weakened by the common cold adenovirus that affects
chimpanzees, Sputnik V was created using a different human adenovirus.
The efficacy of the vaccine is 91%. The first dose of Sputnik V was taken in
Hyderabad.
Dr Reddy's laboratory has received 150,000 doses of Sputnik V from Russia. India
(that is, Dr Reddy) signed an agreement with the Russian Direct Investment Fund
to accept 250 million doses. This is enough to vaccinate 125 million people in the
country. Russia's RDIF is responsible for signing the agreement for the supply of
satellite V.
The price of the imported vaccine is 948 rupees per dose. However, the cost of the
vaccine has been increased to 995.40 rupees per dose, including 5% GST. Recently,
several state governments have asked for exemption of excise tax on vaccines. In
this regard, the Finance Minister has clearly explained that doing so will increase
vaccine prices.

Blood Moon to be on 26th May
A blood moon occurs when the earth's moon is in a total lunar eclipse. During this
time, the moon looks red or tan. Therefore, it is called the blood moon. The next
blood moon will happen on May 26, 2021. The last blood moon occurred on
January 20-21, 2019.
About the Blood Moon:
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Lunar eclipses occur during the full moon day only. During this time, the moon
was completely in the shadow of the earth. At this period, a small part of the
sunlight that reaches the earth at sunrise and sunset falls on the moon. It can be
noticed that the sky is red at sunrise and sunset. This means that during this period,
of all seven VIBGYOR colours in white light, only red reaches the earth. This red
light reflects on the moon, so the moon becomes a blood moon.
All full moons have no lunar eclipses. This is because the plane where the earth
revolves around the sun and the plane where the moon revolves around the earth is
different. Solar eclipses only occur when the planes coincide.
When the sun is positioned on the horizon i.e the imaginary line where the earth
and the sky intersect, the sunlight must travel a longer distance to reach the earth's
surface. This means that during this time of the day, light must encounter more
atmospheric particles. These particles scatter the greatest amount of light. Among
all VIBGYOR colours in the sun, red has the highest wavelength, so it can resist
scattering and manage to reach the earth's surface. Other colours will scatter as they
travel to the earth.

COVAXIN Is Undergoing Clinical Trials In Children
COVAXIN's Phase II/III clinical trial in children aged 2 to 18 years has been
approved by the DCGI.
Highlights:
The Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) has given permission to Bharat
Biotech Ltd to conduct a Phase II/III clinical trial of Covaxin (COVID vaccine) in
children aged 2 to 18.
In the trial, the vaccine will be given by intramuscular injection twice on day 0 and
day 28.
A total of 525 healthy volunteers will participate in the trial.
The proposal was debated by the Subject Expert Committee (SEC) (COVID-19) in
May 2021 as a fast regulatory response. Following extensive deliberation, the
Committee recommended that permission be granted to perform the planned Phase
II/III clinical trial under certain conditions.

Smokeless Cremation System Developed
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The Indian Institute of Technology, Ropar, has produced a prototype of a moveable
electric cremation device that claims to be the world's first smokeless cremation
system despite the use of wood.
Highlights:
It uses half of the wood required for cremation.
Because of the use of combustion air system technology, it is very environmentally
friendly.
It is based on the wick furnace technology, in which the wick will turn yellow
when lighted.
With the aid of a combustion air system mounted over the wicks, this is
transformed into a smokeless blue flame.
The incinerator or cremation device heats up to 1044 degrees Celsius, ensuring full
sterilisation.
Given the current pandemic situation, if this scheme is implemented, it might be
possible to provide respectable cremation to those who cannot bear the financial
burden of arranging wood.

Utopia Planitia of Mars
The Tianwen 1 Chinese Mars Mission arrived on the Utopia Planitia recently. It's
the spot where the Viking 2 lander landed.
About Utopia Planitia:
It is the impact basin of Mars. Impact craters are circular depressions formed on
the surface of a planet due to the hypervelocity impact of smaller objects. This may
be due to meteors.
The basin has a diameter of 3,300 kilometers.
The rocks in Utopia Planitia appear perched, as if they had been blown away from
their bases by the wind.
Scalloped Topography can be found in several parts of the region. Scalloped
topography is widespread between 45 and 60 degrees north and south latitude.
They're made up of shallow depressions with no rim.

Jupiter Icy Moon Explorer of European Space Agency
The European Space Agency's Jupiter Icy Moon Explorer recently entered a critical
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test sequence.
About Jupiter Icy Moon Explorer:
It's known as JUICE.
It is a European Space Agency-developed interplanetary spacecraft. It is still in the
developmental stages.
Airbus Defence and Space is the mission's major contractor.
The JUICE mission will investigate three of Jupiter's Galilean moons. Europa,
Ganymede, and Callisto are their names.
There is a large amount of water beneath the surface of each of these three moons.
The spacecraft is scheduled to launch in June of 2022.
It will make its closest approach to Jupiter in October 2029.
Jupiter will be reached after five gravity assistance. The use of the gravity of
another planet or celestial object to raise a spacecraft's speed or change its path is
known as Gravity Assists. This is done to conserve propellant and cut costs.

Mars Landing by China
In a major boost to its space ambitions, China successfully landed a spacecraft on
Mars carrying its first Mars rover.
Highlights:
China launched its first Mars mission, Tianwen-1, in July 2020, carrying a lander
and rover.
Since February, Tianwen-1 has been in orbit.
A lander carrying the Zhurong rover successfully landed on the surface of Mars
recently.
Only Russia and the United States of America had previously successfully landed
on Mars.
The rover will supply "first-hand materials for research on Mars' space
environment, surface topography, and soil structure."

Okeanos Explorer - USs Robotic Navigation Tech to Explore Ocean Floor
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) created the
Okeanos Explorer ship (NOAA). On May 14, 2021, it departed from Port
Canaveral in Florida.
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About Okeanos Explorer:
The Okeanos Explorer is on a two-week ocean exploration mission.
In Hadal Zone, it is to create 3D maps of huge areas of unknown ocean floors.
It will execute a technical demonstration of Orpheus, an autonomous underwater
vehicle.
The Orpheus robot is a new submersible robot that will aid in the identification of
scientific features on the ocean floor.

Google Cloud Joined with SpaceX For Providing Satellite Internet Service
Google Cloud and SpaceX signed an agreement to provide Internet services
through Starlink satellites.
Highlights:
Google will provide Cloud infrastructure for this connection project, and Space X
will install ground terminals in Google's cloud data center to connect to Starlink
satellites. This will help provide fast Internet services in rural areas. This service
will be available to customers before the end of the year 2021.
The first Starlink terminal will be set up in a Google datacentre in Ohio, United
States. Earlier, Microsoft has signed a comparable settlement with SpaceX to
connect its Azure cloud to Starlink.
Starlink is a mission below which SpaceX ambitions to send 12,000 satellites to
grant space-based internet.

Scientists Developed A Magnetometer For Low-Cost, Accurate, And RealTime Magnetic Field Measurements
Scientists at Bengaluru's Raman Research Institute (RRI) have developed a more
reliable, quicker, and low-cost digital receiver system for making precise magnetic
field measurements.
Highlights:
RRI is an autonomous institute within the Department of Science and Technology
of the Government of India.
The DST and the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology have backed
the new report.
The foundation of communication systems is digital signals, which are processed
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by hardware systems that transmit and receive signals with the aid of intermediate
systems known as "digital receiver systems," or DRS.
As magnetic matter generates signals, scientists will research the magnetic fields
by analysing them with DRS.
Scientists can quantify fields and analyse minor variations by analysing the
properties of the signals, such as how they change over time.

Biologics Offer Revolutionary Approach To Treating Diseases
Researchers from the University of Massachusetts (U.S.A.) recently developed a
nanoparticle. It presents a novel and potentially game-changing approach to disease
treatment.
Highlights:
The new concept Protein-Antibody Conjugate or PAC combines two different drug
delivery methods.
One is a biological agent. The idea is to target defective proteins in the system by
delivering proteins to the system.
Insulin therapy is an example for this case.
Another method is to use antibodies for drug delivery.
Antibodies are things produced by the human body and used to detect foreign
bodies in the body.
Now, PAC has proteins linked to antibodies.
This may affect incurable diseases such as pancreatic cancer.

ICMR Issues Advisory On Plasma Therapy
The use of convalescent plasma has been removed from the recommended
treatment guidelines for COVID-19, according to an advisory from the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR).
Highlights:
Despite the fact that the PLACID trial, which was performed last year, showed no
substantial benefit from plasma use, it was nevertheless recommended in the
guidelines.
According to some scientists, using such plasma could have resulted in new virus
mutations.
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Jio Partners Global Consortium to Build Undersea Cable Network
Telecom operator Reliance Jio is working with global partners and submarine cable
supplier Subcom to build the largest international submarine cable system with
India as the center to meet the growing data demand.
Highlights:
The 2 submarine cable systems the company plans to deploy will be connecting
India with the Asia-Pacific markets (Singapore, Thailand and Malaysia), and
connect others with the Italian and African markets.
The submarine cable network connects multiple countries to provide Internet and
telecommunications services.
This high-capacity and high-speed system will provide more than 200 Tbps
(megabits per second) of capacity, spanning 16,000 kilometers.
The IAX system will connect India from Mumbai and Chennai to Thailand and
Malaysia, and is expected to be put into service in the middle of 2023; and the IEX
system will extend India's connection range to Italy, landing in Savona and others
in the Middle East Regional landing is expected to be put into use in early 2024 in
North Africa.

SBIRS Geo-5 Missile Warning Satellite Launched by Atlas V Rocket
The United Launch Alliance launched the Atlas V rocket from the Cape Canaveral
Space Force Station which is in Florida. The Atlas V rocket carries the SBRIS
Geo-5 satellite.
Highlights:
The complete form of SBRIS is a space-based infrared system. It is designed for
missile early warning, missile battlefield and defensive features.
SBRIS is a space tracking and surveillance system. SBRIS is designed to meet the
infrared space surveillance requirements of the US Space Force system.
In 2020 alone, SBRIS satellites have detected more than 1,000 missiles. The
satellite will provide key capabilities such as missile early warning, battlefield, and
missile defense. It weighs 4850 kilograms. As of 2018, ten SBRIS satellites have
been launched.
Atlas V is a two-stage rocket. The fuel in the first stage is rocket-grade kerosene
and liquid oxygen, and the fuel in the second stage is hydrogen and liquid oxygen.
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The rocket lifted SBRIS to an altitude of 35,753 kilometers.

Medicine from the Sky Pilot at Vikarabad Hospital
The Telangana state government has selected 16 major medical centers (PHCs)
located around the Vikarabad Regional Hospital to test the ambitious "air
medicine", the first involving transportation by multiple drones' Similar items of
drugs.
Highlights:
Due to the existence of cold chain facilities, hospitals in this area have been
selected as the central point, and the selected primary medical centers are both
within the Vision Line of Sight (VLOS) and Beyond the Vision Line of Sight
(BVLOS).
A consortium of seven operators led by Blue Dart Med-Express has been selected
for the project. The project will initially be launched within a VLOS range of 500
meters and will gradually be expanded to a range of 9 km.
The project will start with a pilot, launch in three batches, and then draw a
roadmap to plan drone operations for the delivery of vaccines/medicine at the
required community health centers and primary health care centers.
The project was launched after the Ministry of Civil Aviation approved the
country's request for a conditional exemption from the 2021 Unmanned Aircraft
Systems Regulations for experimental BVLOS drone flights to deliver vaccines.

Iran Launched Super Computer - Simorgh
Iran launched a supercomputer called Simorgh. This supercomputer is a hundred
times more powerful than previous Iranian supercomputers.
Highlights:
The supercomputer is named after a bird named Simurgh like a phoenix.
This supercomputer was developed by the Amir Kabir University of Technology
located in Tehran, the capital of Iran. It is located in Iran's High Performance
Computing Research Center.
The performance capability of the simorgh Supercomputer is 0.56 petaflops. It is to
reach 1 petaflop in 2 months. In its subsequent levels it is to attain to velocity of 10
petaflops.
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It comprises of 42 racks in a location of 250 square metres. In future this is to be
upgraded to 400 sq. metres. The whole finances of the supercomputer are expected
to be 9 million USD.
The Supercomputer is to be used for photo processing, synthetic talent work load,
visitors and climate data. It will also be used for cloud web hosting nearby nonpublic firms.

New Storage Conditions For Pfizer-BioNTech Vaccine
The European Medicines Agency (EMA) has proposed that the Pfizer-BioNTech
COVID-19 vaccine's approved storage conditions be modified.
Highlights:
According to the latest guidelines, an unopened thawed vial of the PfizerBioNTech vaccine can be stored for up to a month at 2-8 degrees Celsius, which
means it can be stored in a normal refrigerator after it has been removed from the
deep freeze.
Previously, an unopened thawed vaccine vial could only be stored in a normal
refrigerator for up to five days.

New Naming System For Virus Variants
The World Health Organization (WHO) will introduce a system for naming
coronavirus variants that is close to hurricane naming.
Highlights:
The campaign aims to remove the stigma associated with the country where it was
found.
Rather than their lineage numbers, it would be easier for the public to recall.
Viruses and their variants are referred to by formal lineage names, which are a
combination of letters and names that indicate how different variants are related.
Variants like B.1.1.7 and B.1.617 have mutations in common and provide
information about their evolutionary history.
However, 1.1.7 was initially referred to as the "UK variant" and B.1.351 as the
"South Africa" variant.

Multiplex RT-PCR Kit DST Institute
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A new multiplex RT-PCR package has been developed by the DST Institute.
Highlights:
The Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute of Medical Science and Technology (SCTIMST),
a National Institute of Importance under the Department of Science and
Technology, has developed a new multiplex RT-PCR kit.
A newly designed multiplex RT-PCR kit detects covid19 more accurately across
the different mutant strains of the virus that caused the global pandemic.
To help identify a variety of mutant strains, the new kit targets two SARS CoV2
genes: RdRp and ORFb-nsp14, as well as the human RNAse P gene as an internal
control.
The new kit uses multiplex Taqman chemistry to amplify all three genes in one
step.
Apart from the time needed for RNA isolation from nasopharyngeal swab samples,
the amplification time for the assay is 45 minutes.
If one of the confirmatory genes fails to amplify and can be labelled for sequence
review, multiplexing two confirmatory genes will help shortlist potential new
variants.
The ICMR tested this package and discovered that it detects covid19 with 97.3
percent sensitivity and 100 percent specificity.

RT-LAMP Technology Was Used to Create SPOT, A New COVID-19 Saliva
Test
SPOT is a new COVID-19 Saliva Testing method developed by US scientists.
SPOT is an acronym for Scalable and Portable Testing.
About SPOT:
A research team from the Carle Illinois College of Medicine invented SPOT
In thirty minutes, the SPOT provides COVID-19 test results. The cost of the
equipment is $78.
In addition, the cost of these reagents and other test equipment is estimated to be 6
to 7 dollars.
Anyone with a minimal amount of training can use the equipment.
The test is very similar to RT-PCR. However, Reverse Transcriptase Loop
Mediated Isothermal Amplification is used (RT-LAMP).
However, it does not require complex machinery or expertise. It can be done
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quickly and more accurately.

Biological E Will Produce the Johnson and Johnson COVID Vaccine
Biological E will produce Johnson and Johnson COVID-19 vaccines along with its
own vaccine. This is to increase the country's total vaccine production. The US
Food and Drug Administration and the World Health Organization have also
approved it. Johnson and Johnson has applied for approval to perform clinical trials
in India.
Highlights:
India's Biological E will deliver 600 million Johnson and Johnson Vaccine doses
per year.
It will manufacture both the Johnson and Johnson vaccine and its own vaccine.
The vaccine manufacturing units, on the other hand, would be different. In
addition, the United States will finance the manufacture of Johnson and Johnson
vaccines.
In Hyderabad, Biological E plans to manufacture 75 million to 80 million doses of
its own vaccine.
Baylor College of Medicine in Houston developed the drug.

Mylab Coviself Self Covid Test
This is India's first Covid-19 self-check kit recently approved by ICMR. This
means that anyone can collect their own nose samples and test them for SARSCoV-2.
Highlights:
This self-test kit was approved for the first time in the United States in November
last year. Similar kits have also been approved in Europe and South Korea.
It was developed by MyLab Discovery Solutions, a molecular company
headquartered in Pune.
It uses a rapid antigen test in which the virus in a nasal swab sample is tested and
the result is given within 15 minutes. It takes almost two minutes to take the exam.
This easy-to-use test is combined with MyLab's AI-driven mobile application, so
users can understand their own positive state, directly submit the results to ICMR
for traceability, and know what to do next in any result.
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Many states are experiencing a 2nd wave of infections, putting pressure on
diagnostic laboratories. The RT-PCR test is regarded as the gold standard for
Covid-19 testing, and it takes 3-4 days to get results, which delays hospitalization
and treatment.
Self-test kits can probably be a game-changer in Covid-19 management in India.
These can reduce queues in laboratories, limit costs, dissipate the burden on present
manpower for pattern series from homes, and provide quick effects (within 15
minutes), main to immediate therapy and isolation.
This testing package value Rs 250, whilst RT-PCR test prices between Rs four
hundred to Rs 1,500 and a speedy antigen test in laboratory expenses Rs 300-900 in
distinctive states.

Audio-Visual Guide App Launched by National Gallery of Modern Art
On the event of International Museums Day 2021, the National Gallery of Modern
Art (NGMA) has launched the Audio-Visual Guide App.
Highlights:
The app will allow museum viewers to listen to anecdotes and tales associated to
the Indian present-day art exhibited at the Gallery. It has been launched to grant a
better way of viewing the museum to visitors. International Museums Day is found
each and every year on 18 May.
National Gallery of Modern Art: It used to be centered in 1954. It is the premier
artwork gallery below the Ministry of Culture. It has a series of artwork of extra
than 2000 artists.

Airborne Transmission of SARS-COV-2 Virus
According to a recent government warning, the SARS-CoV-2 virus can be spread
through the air in the form of aerosols and infect people up to 10 metres away. The
office of the Principal Scientific Advisor released a general advisory on Covid-19.
Highlights:
The alert is in line with new research suggesting that virus transmission by air,
especially in enclosed spaces, cannot be ruled out.
Initially, it was thought that the virus spreads primarily by large droplets that are
expelled when a person speaks, sneezes, or coughs.
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Due to their large size, these droplets can only travel a short distance before falling
to the ground.
An individual 6 feet (2 metres) away was thought to be immune to infection.
However, in the past few months, scientists have found more and more evidence
that the virus is also spread through aerosols.

White Fungus in Bihar
In Patna, Bihar, four cases of white fungus' or candidiasis' have been discovered.
Highlights:
This infection may be caused by a lack of immunity or by coming into contact with
items that contain these moulds, such as water.
White fungus patients have Covid-like symptoms but test negative for the
infection, which can be diagnosed with a CT scan or X-ray.
The exact cause has yet to be determined.
The white fungus affects not only the lungs, but also the "nails, stomach, skin,
kidneys, brain, private parts, and mouth.

China-Russia to Begin the Biggest Nuclear Power Project
On May 19, 2021, China and Russia started their largest Nuclear Power Projects.
Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping attended the
ceremony to start the construction of the project on May 19, 2021.
Highlights:
In 2018, Russia and China signed a Nuclear Energy Cooperation Project
Agreement.
The countries agreed to build Units 3 and 4 of the Xudapu Nuclear Power Plant, as
well as Units 7 and 8 of the Tianwan Nuclear Power Plant, as part of the agreement.
The construction of the above four units is a significant result of the countries'
collaboration in science and technology innovation and high-end equipment
manufacturing.
The project's contract value is twenty billion dollars.
The project's nuclear reactors will be third-generation VVER-1200 reactors.
The reactors will produce 37.6 billion kilowatt hours of electricity once they are
finished.
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They will also reduce the use of fossil fuels and reduce CO2 emissions by 30.68
million tonnes.

Microsoft to Retire Iconic Internet Explorer
Technology giant Microsoft with more than 25 years of experience has decided to
suspend its iconic Internet Explorer (IE) browser, which will take effect on June 15,
2022. The Internet Explorer (IE) browser was launched in 1995.
Highlights:
Microsoft recommends that its users switch to Microsoft Edge (2015) before June
15, 2022 for a faster, safer and more modern browsing experience.
Microsoft Edge has a built-in Internet Explorer mode (IE mode), so users can
directly access old Internet Explorer-based websites and applications from
Microsoft Edge.
Internet Explorer used to be the most widely used Web browser, with 95% of its
usage share in 2003.
However, since the introduction of Firefox (2004) and Google Chrome (2008),
their usage share has declined, and the popularity of mobile operating systems that
do not support Internet Explorer (such as Android and iOS) has also been
increasing.
Internet Explorer 11 (IE11) is the eleventh and final version of the Internet
Explorer Web browser, which was officially released on October 17, 2013.

AI-powered Online Account Opening - SBI and HyperVerge
HyperVerge announced a partnership with SBI. One of its flagship products is the
Video Banking solution, which aims to increase the number of accounts opened by
each agent by 10 times each day.
Highlights:
This new service will provide customers with a fast, completely paperless
experience with a minimum of ID documents. HyperVerge's video banking solution
is based on an accuracy of 99.5% with the assistance of an AI engine, enabling SBI
to provide convenient digital banking services to millions of Indians.
Last year, the Reserve Bank of India (equivalent to the Federal Reserve) allowed
banks to adopt the video customer identification process (V-CIP). Given the
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increasing number of Covid-19 cases, this measure has proven to be predictive.
The technology developed by the Palo Alto-based company is critical at this time
because it can help financial institutions provide uninterrupted services and save
manual processing costs and time.
For comparison, the manual inspection performed by the agent may take up to 25
minutes, and HyperVerge's solution will complete the entire process in 5 minutes.
Video banking solutions can be supported on multiple platforms.
In addition, the solution can also pre-qualify customer details, plan video calls with
high throughput, and perform AI-driven Liveness, OCR, and Facematch checks.
This technology has a long-term impact on the efficiency of the organization.

Antibody Detection Kit - DRDO
COVID-19 antibody detection kit developed by DRDO.
Highlights:
The DIPAS-VDx COVID-19 IgG Antibody Microwell ELISA for serosurveillance is the name of the antibody detection kit.
It was developed by the Defense Defence Institute of Physiology and Allied
Sciences (DIPAS) of the DRDO Laboratory. The kit was created in collaboration
with a New Delhi-based private sector development and manufacturing diagnostics
firm.
The DIPCOVAN kit can identify the SARS-CoV-2 virus's spike and nucleocapsid
(S&N) proteins.
It possesses a 97 percent sensitivity and a 99 percent specificity.
DIPCOVAN has been approved by the ICMR. It has also gained regulatory
permits for sale and distribution from the Drugs Controller General of India
(DCGI), the Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO), and the
Health Ministry.

Launched the Mobile Monitoring Software (NMMS) and Area Officer
Monitoring Appliction
The Ministry of Rural Development launched the National Mobile Monitoring
Software (NMMS) app and the Area Officer Monitoring App.
Highlights:
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The NMMS App allows for real-time attendance of workers at Mahatma Gandhi
NREGS worksites, as well as geotagged photographs.
This will increase citizen oversight of the programme while also potentially
allowing for faster payment processing.
The Area Officer Monitoring App allows them to record their findings online,
along with a time stamped and go-coordinate tagged photograph, for all
Department of Rural Development schemes.
This would also allow for better record keeping of inspections by field and
supervisory officials, as well as analysis of the findings for better programme
implementation.

Range of All Of the Invasive Whiteflies Increasing
Researchers discovered that the host range of all invasive whiteflies was expanding
due to their polyphagous nature (ability to feed on a variety of foods) and prolific
breeding.
Highlights:
Whiteflies are Hemipterans that eat the undersides of plant leaves.
They are members of the Aleyrodidae family, the only family in the superfamily
Aleyrodoidea. Whiteflies are a major crop protection issue in warm or tropical
climates, particularly in greenhouses.
These are one of the top ten most destructive pests in the world, causing damage to
over 2000 plant species and acting as vectors for over 200 plant viruses.
Cotton is one of the most severely affected crops by these, and Bt. Cotton is not
resistant to white flies.
They were also discovered to broaden their host range on valuable plant species
such as coconut, banana, mango, sapota, guava, cashew, oil palm, and ornamental
and medicinal plants.
Synthetic insecticides are ineffective at controlling whiteflies.
Natural insect predators, parasitoids, and entomopathogenic fungi (fungi that can
kill insets) are currently being used.

Mount Nyiragongo Erupts in Eastern DR Congo
After the eruption of the Nyiragongo volcano, the government of the Democratic
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Republic of Congo launched an evacuation plan for the "Eastern City of Goma".
Highlights:
Mount Nyiragongo is a volcano located 10 kilometres from Goma.
Thousands of residents have been frightened as a result of the eruption. As a result,
they are now fleeing to the east, towards Rwanda.
Mount Nyiragongo is one of the dangerous and most active volcanoes in the world.
It is located at an elevation of 3,470 metres in the Virunga Mountains, which are
part of the Albertine Rift. Volcano is located in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo's Virunga National Park.
The main crater of the volcano is about two kilometres wide and contains a lava
lake.
Together, Nyiragongo and Nyamuragira are responsible for 40% of all historical
volcanic eruptions in Africa.

CSIR-CSIO transfer UV Disinfection Technology Indigenous Manufacturers
The CSIR-Central Scientific Instrument Organization (CSIR-CSIO) has permitted
UV Disinfection technology to 28 indigenous manufacturers. CSIR-CSIO has
developed UV disinfection technology to combat the SARS-CoV-2 virus.
Highlights:
The UV-C Air Duct Disinfection System is designed to be retrofitted into existing
air ducts.
It is made up of a slide mechanism, sensors, and a regulated UV light source.
With some modifications, the system can be fitted to ducts. Along with air
sampling, these UV ducts can kill viruses in the air.
The system includes viral load testing techniques for determining viral load in the
air.
The UV-C light source emits light with high energy photons. This energy has the
potential to destroy viruses and bacteria.
Using a specially designed filter, this system is calibrated to flow air at specific
rates.
A variable flow control unit has been installed to give this device a versatile
design.
It works by sucking in air at predetermined flow rates and trapping particles,
viruses, or bacteria inside the filter.
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Technology Development Board (TDB) Carbon Technology
TDB National Award 2021 was given to a Bangalore start-up for its recycling
carbon technology.
Highlights:
The award was given to the start-up for creating a commercial solution for
converting CO2 to chemicals and fuels.
Breathe Applied Sciences, a start-up incubated at the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for
Advanced Scientific Research (JNCASR), created efficient catalysts and
methodologies for converting CO2 to methanol and other chemicals.
The advancement is significant because of the aid of the solution in the conversion
of anthropogenic CO2 generated from various sources such as coal and natural gas
power generation sectors, steel industry, cement industry, and chemical industries.
The DST Nano Mission has provided funding to the start-up.

Sniffer Dogs 88% Accurate in Detecting Covid- Study
According to this study, sniffer dogs can help prevent the spread of coronavirus by
detecting SARS-CoV2. The study also found that they can reach 88% accuracy in
detecting viruses.
Highlights:
Scientists from the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and Durham
University collaborated on the study.
They believe that dog screening and swab testing can detect 91% of infections.
They report that dogs can detect the virus in a few seconds. The traditional COVID
test takes 15 minutes to get results. Therefore, in one and a half hours, dogs can
screen 300 people together.
Therefore, sniffing testing may be a suitable method for large-scale screening.

Biomass Use in Thermal Power Plants - A National Mission
The Ministry of Power has decided to establish a National Mission to promote the
use of biomass in coal-fired thermal power plants.
Highlights:
Increase the level of co-firing from the current 5% to higher levels in order to have
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a greater share of carbon neutral power generation from thermal power plants.
Conduct R&D in boiler design to handle the higher levels of silica and alkalis in
biomass pellets.
To make it easier to overcome constraints in the supply chain of bio mass pellets
and agro- residue, as well as their transport to power plants.
Take regulatory issues in biomass co-firing into account.

Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code
New rules for social media platforms and digital news media, namely the
Intermediary Guidelines and the Digital Media Ethics Code, have come into force
recently.
Highlights:
According to the guidelines, all social media platforms must establish a grievance
redressal and compliance mechanism, which includes appointing a resident
grievance officer, chief compliance officer, and a nodal contact person.
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology had also requested that
these platforms submit monthly reports on user complaints and actions taken.
A third requirement for instant messaging apps was to include provisions for
tracing the initial sender of a message.
Failure to meet any of these requirements would result in the loss of the indemnity
(security) provided to social media intermediaries under Section 79 of the
Information Technology Act.

Total Lunar Eclipse Coincides with Supermoon on 26th May
Two celestial occasions - Total Lunar Eclipse and Supermoon - collectively
coincide on 26th May 2021.
Supermoon:
A supermoon happens when the Moon's orbit is closest to the Earth at the equal
time that the Moon is full.
As the Moon orbits the Earth, there is a time when the distance between the two is
the least (called the perigee) and a factor of time when space is the most (called the
apogee).
Since a full moon appears at the point of least distance from earth, not only does it
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appear to be brighter, but it is also significant than a typical full moon.
According to NASA, the term supermoon was once coined by astrologer Richard
Nolle in 1979. There may be two to 4 full supermoons in a typical year and two to 4
new supermoons in a row.
Lunar Eclipse:
The lunar eclipse takes the vicinity when the Moon strikes into the Earth's shadow.
The Earth has to be without delay between the Sun and the Moon, and a lunar
eclipse can only take vicinity at some stage in a full Moon.
Initially, the Moon moves into the penumbra the section of the Earth's shadow
were no longer all of the light from the Sun is blocked out. Part of the disc of the
moon will look dimmer than an every day full Moon.
And then the Moon strikes into the Earth's umbra, where direct mild from the Sun
is blocked out through the Earth. This skill, the solely mild reflecting off the
Moon's disc, has already been refracted or bent through the Earth's atmosphere.
Total Lunar Eclipse:
During this, the total of the lunar disc enters the Earth's umbra, so the Moon seems
reddish (Blood Moon). This won't be final forever, though.
About after 14 minutes, the Moon will move out of Earth's umbra and back into its
penumbra. In total, the lunar eclipse will ultimate a few hours.
Red light has a high wavelength than blue light, which offers the lunar eclipse its
attribute reddish colour.
We see the same effect throughout sunrises and sunsets on Earth, when the sky has
a more reddish glow than during the day.

Launch of SeHAT OPD portal
The Ministry of Defence launched the Services e-Health Assistance & Teleconsultation (SeHAT) OPD portal.
Highlights:
The portal offers telemedicine services to serving Armed Forces personnel,
veterans, and their families. This is the final version of the SeHAT OPD portal,
which includes advanced safety features.
The trial version became operational in August 2020.
It is developed by the Department of Military Affairs (DMA), the Integrated
Defence Staff (IDS), the Armed Forces Medical Services (AFMS)and the Centre
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for the Development of Artificial Computing (C-DAC) Mohali
The portal will assist hospitals in reducing their workload, and patients will be able
to obtain contactless consultations in a simple and efficient manner.

Launched the Ayush Sanjivani App and the Ayush Clinical Case Repository
portal
The Ministry of Ayush recently launched the Ayush Clinical Case Repository
(ACCR) portal and the third version of the Ayush Sanjivani App.
Highlights:
Ayush Clinical Repository (ACCR) portal:
It will serve as a resource for both Ayush practitioners and the general public.
Aim: To collect data on clinical outcomes achieved by Ayurvedic practitioners on
a large scale.
It is expected to document the capabilities of Ayush systems in the treatment of a
variety of disease conditions.
It has a section dedicated to reporting and publishing information about Covid 19
cases treated by Ayush Systems.
Ayush Sanjivani App:It allows for a significant study/documentation of the
efficacy of selected Ayush interventions, such as Ayush 64 and Kabasura Kudineer
medicines, in the treatment of asymptomatic and mild to moderate Covid 19
patients.

Sun Halo/Kaleidoscope Effect in Bangalore
Bangalore residents recently witnessed a bright rainbow ring around the sun for a
few moments, a rare optical and atmospheric phenomenon known as a "22-degree
circular Halo."
Highlights:
This phenomenon is commonly referred to as the 22-degree circular halo of the
sun, or sometimes called the moon (also called moon ring or winter halo), occurs
when the sun's or moon's rays are deflected/refracted through hexagonal ice crystals
found in cirrus clouds
This is also known as the Kaleidoscopic Effect.
These halos are known as 22-degree halos because the halo or ring has an apparent
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radius of 22 degrees around the sun/moon.
Cirrus clouds, which are thin, detached, hair-like clouds, produce circular halos in
particular. These clouds form at a height of more than 20,000 feet in the
atmosphere.
A halo, like a rainbow, is visible when viewed from the right angle, sometimes
appearing only white but often with colours from the spectrum clearly visible.
The halo is brightest at the circular disk's inner edge, with no light inside the disc
because no light is refracted at smaller angles.
Red light has less refraction than other colors, so the inner edge of the halo appears
red. Other shadows usually overlap and wash off.

BioHub Initiative by WHO
Switzerland and World Health Organization (WHO) has launched the BioHub
facility, which will allow pathogens to be shared between laboratories and will
facilitate analysis and preparedness against them.
About BioHub Facility:
This facility will aid in the safe receipt, storage, sequencing, and preparation of
biological materials for distribution to other laboratories, thereby enhancing global
preparedness against these pathogens.
It will allow member states to share biological materials with and through the
BioHub under pre-agreed-upon terms, such as biosafety, biosecurity, and other
applicable regulations.
In the meantime, WHO will expand its BioHub System to allow qualified entities
such as manufacturers to use biological materials in the development of medical byproducts for equitable distribution to countries.

Drone Operations for NPNT
A total of 166 new green zone sites have been approved for NPNT (No-PermissionNo-Takeoff) compliant drone operations.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Civil Aviation has granted permission for No-Permission-NoTakeoff (NPNT) compliant drone operations at 166 additional green zones in order
to facilitate, smoothen, and promote drone operations in the country.
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Drones are permitted to fly up to 400 feet Above Ground Level (AGL) at the
approved sites.
These areas are in addition to the 66 green area sites approved earlier.
According to the regulations of the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
under NPNT or "No Permission-No Takeoff" regulations, every remotely piloted
aircraft (except Nano) must obtain a valid permit through the Digital Sky platform
before it can operate in India.
The framework requires users to sign up for the online portal, which serves as the
national unmanned traffic management system for remotely piloted aircraft.
Flying in these approved "green zones" only requires the time and location of the
flight to be notified via the Digital Sky portal or app.

The Low-Cold Apple Varieties Developed By Farmer In Himachal State Are
Widely Spread
A Himachal Pradesh farmer has created an innovative self-pollinating apple variety
that does not require long chilling hours to flower and set fruit.
Highlights:
Commercial cultivation of this apple variety has started in the low-lying areas of
Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, Jammu, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka and Telangana, and
the fruit set has expanded to 23 states and UTs so far.
The apple variety is called HRMN 99.
According to the farmer, growing apples in low chilling conditions is no longer
impossible.
His claims were validated by the National Innovation Foundation (NIF), an
autonomous body of the Government of India's Department of Science and
Technology (DST).
NIF assessed the variety's distinctiveness and potential by facilitating molecular
and diversity analysis studies as well as fruit quality testing.
NIF also provided financial and technical assistance for the establishment and
expansion of the nursery, as well as assistance with the registration of the variety
under the Plant Variety Protection and Farmers' Rights Act of 2001.
This apple variety is larger in size than others, with very soft, sweet, and juicy pulp
and striped red over yellow skin colour when mature.
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Bal Swaraj - COVID-Care Link
NCPCR requests that states/UTs upload data for children who have lost both or
either of their parents to Covid-19 on the online tracking portal "Bal Swaraj (CovidCare)."
Highlights:
The National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has created
the Bal Swaraj (COVID-Care link) online tracking portal for children in need of
care and protection.
The portal was designed to provide online tracking and digital real-time
monitoring of children in need of care and protection.
The Commission has extended the use of this portal for tracking children who have
lost both or either of their parents during COVID-19 and provided a link under the
name "COVID-Care" for the officer/department in charge of uploading data for
such children on the portal.
Children who have lost family support or have no apparent means of survival are
children who need to be cared for and protected under Section 2(14) of the Juvenile
Justice Act, 2015, and all procedures outlined in the Act for such children must be
followed to ensure the well-being and best interests of children.
The "Bal Swaraj-COVID-Care" portal is designed to track children affected by
COVID-19, from the birth of the Child Welfare Committee (CWC) to the
restoration of the child to their parents/guardians/relatives and their follow-up.
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ENVIRONMENT
Tonnes of Fish Died in Lebanon
The Ritani River is the longest river in Lebanon. It has an artificial lake created by
the Litani River Dam, called Qaraoun Lake. Due to excessive pollution, about 40
tons of fish have been washed away on the shore of the lake. Pollution is mainly
caused by sewage. This has attracted international attention. Such a huge disaster is
the first time that this region has occurred.
Highlights:
A fishing ban was imposed on the reservoir in 2018. However, these actions are
not enough to stop pollution.
Litani river is an important source of water in southern Lebanon. The Litani Dam
was built in 1959 for irrigation and hydropower projects. It rises in the Beqaa valley
and empties in the Mediterranean. The river generates and flows entirely within
Lebanon, that is, it is not a cross-border river.
In April 2021, after the oil spill, volunteers removed viscous tar from the beaches
of the Lebanese coast. In August 2020, a huge explosion occurred in the port of
Beirut, destroying the entire country. It even led to the resignation of the country's
prime minister.
Battle of Litani: It fought on June 9, 1941. This is the second world war. Strive for
the advancement of Beirut. During the war, the Australian army crossed the Litani
River and fought against the Vichy French army. This is part of the Syria-Lebanon
movement, the British invasion of Vichy France, Lebanon and Syria. The Vichy
French are Germany's independent ally.

Species in news - Xylophis Deepaki
Deepak Veerappan (Herpetologist) has a snake named after him
Highlights:
The Western Ghats introduced new butterflies, frogs, fruit flies, and even a
freshwater crab in the first four months of 2021.
Xylophis Deepaki, a tiny snake with iridescent scales that is only 20 cm long, has
been added to the list.
It was discovered in a coconut plantation in Kanyakumari for the first time.
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It has been sighted in a few locations in the southern part of the Western Ghats and
is now considered an endemic species of Tamil Nadu.
The species is named after Indian herpetologist Deepak Veerappan, who was
instrumental in establishing the Xylophiinae subfamily to accommodate wood
snakes.

Asiatic Lions Tested Positive for COVID
Around eight Asiatic lions have examined tremendous for COVID-19 at Hyderabad
Nehru Zoological Park. This incident marks the first time that transmission of virus
to animal has been detected in India.
Highlights:
Asiatic Lions are one of the 5 Pantherine cats that are native to India. The different
4 are Indian Snow Leopard, Bengal Tiger, Clouded Leopard and Indian Leopard.
The vary of a male Asiatic lion varies between a hundred and 44 kilometres and
230 kilometres. Gir National Park is the solely known habitat for the Asiatic lions
in the world.
The foremost danger of Asiatic lions is their vulnerability to natural catastrophe
and unpredictable occasions such as plague. However, the population of these lions
have been continuously growing from 2010.
In June 2020, the Gujarat Forest Department announced that the populace of
Asiatic lions in the Gir wooded area elevated to 674 from 523 in 2015.
In 2015, numerous lions died due to an outbreak of Canine Distemper Virus
(CDV). Several lions died in 2018 due to babesiosis. Babesiosis outbreak was in
2020 as well.
The first census of the Asiatic lions used to be conducted by using the Nawab of
Junagadh in 1936. The normal Asiatic Lion census is carried out once in 5 years.
The final census was carried out in 2015. The subsequent census used to be due in
2020, but used to be postponed due to COVID-19.
Protection Status of Asiatic lions - Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1971: Schedule I;
CITES: Appendix I; IUCN: Endangered
Asiatic Lion Reintroduction Project: It was once undertaken to defend the
surviving population. The assignment used to be proposed to reintroduce the
Asiatic lions in Palpur-Kuno Wildlife sanctuary. However, it has currently been put
on hold.
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New Shrew Species Found at Andaman and Nicobar - Crocidura
narcondamica
A research team from the Zoological Survey of India has discovered a new kind of
insect that eats mammals. The animal was named Crocidura Norcondamica.
Highlights:
Crocidura Norcondamica: It is almost equal to the size of a household mouse. It
lives on the forest floor and feeds on insects. They help control insect populations
in the dense Narcondam forest. It belongs to the Shrews family. Not a rodent.
Insects eat mammals: Four years later, a new insect-eating mammalian insect was
discovered in India. The last insect-eating mammal found in India was Jenkin's
Andaman rew. It was discovered on South Andaman Island in 1978. The recently
discovered Crocidura Norcondamica is named after Norcondam Island in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. It was found on Norcondam Island. To date, India
has reported about 422 species of mammals.
Norcondan Island: It is a small volcanic island located in the northern part of the
Andaman Sea. It is formed by andesite. It is only 124 kilometers away from the
main body of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Geological Survey of India (GSI)
reports that the island is classified as a dormant volcano.
Until 1986, Myanmar did not have sovereignty over the island. After reaching an
agreement with India to delimit the maritime boundary, Myanmar gave up this
sovereignty. According to the agreement, the two countries have delimited
maritime boundaries in the Coco Strait, the Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal.
The species Narcondam hornbill is endemic to the island and is endangered.
Narcondam Wildlife Sanctuary has been included in the tentative list of UNESCO
World Heritage Sites. The island is designated as a wildlife sanctuary, mainly to
protect the hornbill.

Global warming by 2100 to be at 2.4C Climate Action Tracker
The Climate Action Tracker launched a document calculating the impacts of the
latest US Climate Summit. According to the report, even after enforcing the
ambitious climate dreams of the summit, international temperature will expand by
using 2.4C through 2100 as in contrast to that of pre-industrial levels.
Highlights:
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The document tracked the policies of thirty-six nations and also their local weather
pledges. These thirty-six nations alongside with the European Union together
accounted for 80% of the world carbon emissions.
The Climate Action Tracker prior to the summit had expected that the world
temperatures are to enlarge by way of 2.6C.
According to the report, most of the nations are lagging in the back of their cited
local weather targets. At this pace, the world temperature will extend by 2.9C by
means of 2100. Thus, the countries ought to expand their voluntary emission
ambitions underneath the Paris Agreement earlier than Glasgow summit. The
Glasgow Summit, COP26 is to be held in November 2021.
According to the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), the world will face extreme affects if the international temperature
increases beyond 1.5C. If this happens, all Himalayan glaciers will vanish, world
water stress will double, all coral reefs will die, tremendous habitat destruction,
extreme summer season heatwaves. Above all more than ten million people will be
affected by using international sea degree rise.
Climate Action Tracker is an independent scientific analysis that tracks local
weather actions of governments. It then measures it against the Paris Agreement. It
is a collaboration of 2 organisations. they are New Climate Institute and Climate
Analytics.

Indian Monsoon Resembled Australian Monsoon
According to a new analysis based on fossil leaves, the Indian monsoon 25 million
years ago was similar to the one that exists today in Australia.
Highlights:
About 180 million years ago, India split from the supercontinent Gondwana and
travelled 9,000 kilometres north to enter Eurasia. The subcontinent migrated from
the southern hemisphere to its present location by crossing the Equator. It faced a
variety of climatic conditions as a result of the shifting latitudes.
During its voyage, India was suited to an Australian monsoon system rather than
the new Indian monsoon system. India's monsoonal climate has only been around
for about 25 million years.
The Australian monsoon has two seasonal phases that are related to wind direction.
During the winter, easterly trade winds carry dry weather. Westerly winds bring
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persistent rainy conditions in the summer.

Eco Sensitive Zone Around Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) recently
announced the development of an Eco Sensitive Zone (ESZ) around the Thane
Creek Flamingo Sanctuary (TCFS, Maharashtra).
The ESZ serves as a buffer for protected areas, reducing construction pressures
around wildlife sanctuary and national parks.
Highlights:
About Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary:
It is Maharashtra's second marine sanctuary, after Malvan, and is located on the
western bank of Thane Creek.
The Bombay Natural History Society has designated it as a "Important Bird Area."
The TCFS is home to 39 mangrove species, 167 bird species such as flamingos, 45
fish species, 59 butterfly species, 67 insect species, and mammals such as jackals,
among others.
Eco Sensitive Zone:
Ecologically Fragile Areas (EFAs) or Eco Sensitive Zones (ESZs) are areas within
10 kilometres of Protected Areas, National Parks, and Wildlife Sanctuaries.
Under the Environment Protection Act of 1986, the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) notifies ESZs.
The aim of the ESZs is to control certain activities around National Parks and
Wildlife Sanctuaries in order to reduce negative impacts on the delicate
environment that surrounds the protected areas.

Pulayar Community and Anamalai Tiger Reserve
Inside the Anamalai Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu, two Pulayar tribal settlements
(Kattupatti and Kuzhipatti) are preparing for their annual festival of local deity
Vairapattan.
Highlights:
About Pulayar Community:
The Pulayar, also known as Pulaya, Holeya, or Cheramar, are a major ethnic
community in Kerala, Karnataka, and historical Tamil Nadu (Tamilakam).
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In Kerala and Tamil Nadu, they are classified as a Scheduled Caste.
Pulayas are known for their music, craftsmanship, and specific dances such as,
Klam-thullal, a mask dance that is used in exorcism rituals, and
Mudi-ttam , or hair dance that originated in a fertility ritual.
Pulaya King was the name given to Mahatma Ayyankali.
Anamalai Tiger Reserve:
It is one of Tamil Nadu's four Tiger Reserves.
It is located in the Southern Western Ghats and is part of the Anamalai
Parambikulam Elephant Reserve, which was established in 2003.
It is bordered on the east by Parambikulam Tiger Reserve, on the south west by
Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary, and Eravikulam National Park (all belong to Kerala).
The reserve is also surrounded by Kerala's reserved forests of Nenmara,
Vazhachal, Malayattur, and Marayur.
Amaravathi, Udumalpet, Pollachi, Ulandy, Valparai, and Manamboli are among
the ranges found in this reserve.

Pacific Football Fish Washed Ashore on a California Coast
Recently, the Pacific Football Fish was washed ashore off the coast of California.
Usually found in the deep sea. Black, usually called "monster fish". Because they
live in the deep ocean, it is difficult to find fish near the coast or wash them away in
coastal areas.
Highlights:
The Pacific football fish is 60 cm long. Only female Pacific Football fish have
bioluminescent tips that can be used to hunt prey in the darkness of 3,000 feet of
water. They have large teeth. Their large mouths can swallow prey that is similar to
their body size.
These fish were found in the depths of the ocean. Recently, five deep-sea
expeditions have discovered that even in the Mariana Trench in the Pacific, there
are 11,000 meters of aquatic life. Mariana Trench is recognized as deepest place in
the world. The five deep expedition team explored the deepest part of the world's
five oceans.
Bioluminescence: It is the light produced and emitted by living organisms. It
occurs in vertebrates, invertebrates, bioluminescent bacteria and terrestrial
arthropods.
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Generally, this bioluminescence involves a luminescent molecule called luciferin
and an enzyme called luciferase. The enzyme catalyzes the oxidation of luciferin. In
the IUCN Endangered Species List, it is listed as the "lowest concern".
The male teeth bite the female and become "sexual parasites." Eventually, they
merge together (together to form a whole or a whole). This happens to female
animals until there is no other form other than breeding tests.

Report-99 Of 100 Cities with Environmental Risk Are in Asia
Verisk Maplecroft, a private company, discovered that Asian cities are the most
vulnerable to environmental concerns. Natural disasters and air pollution are
examples of this.
Highlights:
Out of 100 most vulnerable cities, 99 are located in Asia.
Of these 100 countries, about 37 are in China and 43 are in India. China and India
are the world's first and third largest emitters of greenhouse gases.
About 1.5 billion people live in 414 cities around the world, many of whom are at
risk of water scarcity, pollution, natural disasters, extreme heat, and other physical
effects of climate change.
Thirteen of the top twenty riskiest cities are located in India. This was mostly due
to contamination of the air and water.
The riskiest city in the world was Jakarta, which topped the list.
China's flood-prone towns, Dongguan and Guangzhou, topped the list of cities
under pressure from natural disasters. They were followed by Japan's Osaka and
Tokyo. Typhoons and earthquakes are common in Japan's cities.
Lima is the only city outside of Asia to make the list of the world's top 100 riskiest
cities.
Glasgow was named the safest city in the world.

UK Action Plan for Animal Welfare
The United Kingdom launched an Animal Welfare Action Plan.
Highlights:
The Committee of Animal Emotion Experts will report the government's decision.
The sensation is the ability to perceive feelings and feelings.
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The plan will ensure that the country's animal welfare standards are not
compromised.
It would improve the well-being of farm animals. This will be accomplished by
prohibiting the sale of live animals.
It also focuses on preventing puppy smuggling and animal theft. This is due to the
fact that the initiative recognises the importance of pets and sports animals in
people's lives.
Wild animal protection will be strengthened as a result of the plan. This can be
accomplished by keeping primates as pets, enhancing their conservation, and
raising Zoo standards.

Cyclone Tauktae Forms in the Arabian Sea
The Tauktae Cyclone is India's first cyclone in 2021. Kerala's government has
released a "Red Alert" warning.
Cyclone Formation:
The humid, moist air rising from the sea rises. When more air rises, less air is left
behind. This results in a low-pressure zone. There is pressure in this region. The
low-pressure area is pushed into by air from the surrounding areas. This air is now
warmed up and rising. The loop goes on. Warm air rises, cools and condenses to
form clouds. The wind and cloud system as a whole turn and develops. The ocean's
heat and evaporating water help with this.
An eye forms in the centre of the system as it rotates faster and faster. The eye is
relaxed and clear. The system is known as a "Tropical Storm" because it rotates at
63 kilometres per hour. A tropical cyclone or hurricane is described as a wind speed
of 119 kilometres per hour or higher.
Madden Julian Oscillation: It's an oceanic, atmospheric phenomenon that has an
effect on global weather patterns. Every thirty to sixty days, a pulse of clouds,
waves, rainfall, and pressure occurs near the equator. It can be seen from the Pacific
and Indian Oceans.

Indian Researchers Sequence Pangolin Scales
Indian scientists have sequenced 624 pangolin scales, allowing them to differentiate
between Indian and Chinese pangolins.

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

Highlights:
Despite being classified in Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972,
pangolins are still the most trafficked mammal on the world.
The primary demand for its scales in the production of conventional East Asian
medicines has resulted in a $2.5 billion annual illicit trade.
Researchers from the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), Kolkata, have developed
tools to distinguish between the scales of Indian pangolin (Manis crassicaudata) and
Chinese pangolin (Manis crassicaudata) in order to implement relevant national and
international laws and monitor the species' decline.
They sequenced 624 pangolin scales and compared the sequences to all eight
pangolin species to characterise morphological features and explore genetic
differences between the two species.
The team was able to categorise the two species of Indian and Chinese pangolins
based on their size, shape, weight, and ridge counts on the scales.
Though the Chinese pangolin is mainly found in Vietnam, Thailand, and
Cambodia, it is also found in the north-eastern part of India

Elephant Casualties On Railway Lines
According to data from the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change
(MoEFCC), between 2009-10 and 2020-21, a total of 186 elephants across India
were killed by trains.
The state with the most elephant deaths on railway lines was Assam (62), followed
by West Bengal (57), and Odisha (48). (27). There was only one death in Uttar
Pradesh.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Railways (Railway Board) and the MoEFCC formed a Permanent
Coordination Committee to reduce elephant deaths in train accidents.
Clearing foliage off railway tracks to allow loco pilots a clean view.
Creating an underpass/overpass for elephants to safely pass through.
Train speed control in vulnerable portions from sunset to morning.
Regular patrolling of railway routes that are particularly vulnerable.
Between 2011-12 and 2020-21, the MoEFCC distributed 212.49 crore to elephant
range States under Project Elephant's Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) to
safeguard elephants, their habitat, and corridors, as well as to resolve man-elephant
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conflicts and the welfare of captive elephants.

Species in News - Red-Eared Slider
A popular pet turtle from the United States is threatening to take over natural water
bodies in Northeast India.
Northeast India is home to 21 of India's 29 vulnerable freshwater turtle and tortoise
species.
Highlights:
A team of herpetologists from the NGO Help Earth' discovered red-eared sliders in
the Deepor Beel Wildlife Sanctuary and the Ugratara temple pond in Guwahati,
Assam, between August 2018 and June 2019.
The red-eared slider (Trachemys scripta elegans) gets its name from the red stripes
around the region of its body where its ears would be, as well as its ability to easily
glide from any surface into the water.
This turtle is native to the United States and northern Mexico, and it is a very
popular pet.
They grow very fast and there is almost nothing for native species to eat.
It has affected states such as Karnataka and Gujarat, and it has been found in 33
natural waters.
It's critical to keep this invasive species from taking over the Brahmaputra and
other river ecosystems in the Northeast, because the region is home to more than 72
percent of the country's turtle and tortoise species, all of which are extremely rare.

Subdoluseps nilgiriensis is Discovered in Coimbatore
Subdoluseps nilgiriensis is a new species of an Asian gracile skink that has been
discovered at Anaikatti hills, Coimbatore.
Highlights:
This species is only the third skink species discovered from the Indian continent in
the past thousand years. The body of the reptile is slender, only about 7 cm, and the
color is sandy brown. The inconspicuous limbs of stone dragons make them look
like snakes. Most stone dragons are diurnal and non-toxic. As we all know, skink
feeds on insects such as termites and small spiders. It is currently classified as a
vulnerable species.
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Common Crane in Ireland
A common crane was recently discovered in Ireland. It had disappeared from
Ireland more than three centuries ago. The bird is associated with the country's
folklore and was formerly a popular pet in mediaeval times.
Highlights:
Last year, a couple of cranes were discovered on a restored peat bog.
Peat bogs are a form of wetland that is mainly found in nations with northern
latitudes.
The birds are in the Midlands region of Ireland, but their specific location is being
kept a secret to protect them.
Cranes are the largest birds in Ireland, standing 4 feet tall with a wingspan of over
7 feet.
They were previously numerous, but habitat damage caused them to become
extinct in the 16th and 17th centuries.

Death of 18 Elephants Due to Lightning
In Assam, 18 elephants died on a hilltop. According to the preliminary post-mortem
investigation, they were struck by lightning.
Highlights:
The Indian elephant: One of the three existing recognized subspecies of the Asian
elephant, native to the Asian continent
IUCN Red List: Endangered
Since the 1930s, wild populations have been reduced by at least 50%
Threatened by habitat loss, degradation, and fragmentation.
It is listed in Schedule 1 of the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972.

Sunflower Sea Star Breeding to Increase Kelp Forest
American scientists are cultivating sunflower starfish off the coast of Washington
state. Between 2013 and 2017, ocean warming killed 5.75 billion sunflower
starfish. Approximately 91% of the world's sunflower starfish are found between
the seas of Mexico and Alaska.
Highlights:
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Scientists believe that the revival of sunflower starfish will help revitalize the kelp
forest.
Sunflower starfish were once found on the seabed of the Northeast Pacific Ocean.
They mainly feed on purple sea urchins.
The sunflower starfish is extinct in California and almost extinct in other parts of
the ocean. As a result, the number of purple sea urchins has increased. Purple sea
urchins mainly feed on seaweed.
As the population increased, they began to eat more and more seaweed. For other
marine species that rely on seaweed, such as abalone, this is catastrophic.
Since 2014, the most important thing is that the kelp forest coverage has dropped
by more than 95%. The endangered ecosystem of only one species has had such a
huge impact. It just wiped out the ecosystem.
Therefore, a plan to refill sunflower starfish has been adopted. This plan is called
the "Jurassic Planning Act."
About Sunflower Starfish: IUCN Red List of Threatened Species lists sunflower
starfish as critically endangered. This is one of the largest starfish in the world.
They have twenty-four limbs.
Kelp Forest: Kelp forests are located under waters with a high density of kelp. It
covers most of the world's coastline. In addition, they are considered to be the most
productive and dynamic ecosystems on the planet.

More Than 70% Of Habitat Unexplored - WWF on Snow Leopard
The World Wildlife Fund claims that more than 70% of the snow leopard's habitat
is undeveloped. The organization recently released its report "Spatially Reviewing
the State of Knowledge in the Snow Leopard Range".
Highlights:
Most snow leopard research was conducted by Nepal, India and China, followed
by Mongolia and Pakistan. There may be only four thousand snow leopards left in
the world. They face constant threats due to increased habitat loss and degradation,
conflicts with communities and poaching.
Because snow leopards live in rugged terrain, it is difficult to study snow leopards
and their habitats. This is why until now, their entire habitat is still undeveloped.
On International Snow Leopard Day (October 24), India launched a snow leopard
population assessment in 2019. However, the investigation has not yet started.
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Some state governments have initiated local investigations, such as Uttarakhand.
GSLEP: GSLEP is a global snow leopard and ecosystem protection plan. It was
initiated by twelve countries in the Snow Leopard Mountains, such as India, Nepal,
China, Bhutan, Mongolia, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Afghanistan and Russia.
Himalayas Security Department: This is a project funded by the Global
Environment Facility and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).
In India, snow leopards have been found in Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim,
Uttarakhand, Himalayas, Jammu and Kashmir. These areas account for 5% of the
global snow leopard range.

Antarctica Heads towards Climate Tipping Point
According to a new report, Antarctica's ice sheets will reach Climate Tipping Points
by 2060.
Highlights:
Antarctica has a number of ice shelves. The towering ice cliffs might not be able to
stand on their own when these ice shelves break up.
These ice shelves are breaking at a faster pace, according to the report.
Antarctica's ice sheets and shelves are supported by bedrock that slopes inwards
toward the continent's centre.
Warming ocean waters are causing their lower edges to melt. This will cause them
to become unstable, resulting in open fractures.
As more ice fields are exposed to warmer temperatures as a result of open cracks,
the melting process accelerates.
Therefore, it can be concluded that Antarctica is moving in the direction of
irreversible climate change, that is, it is moving in the direction of its Climate
Tipping Point.
The Climatic Tipping Point is the threshold that causes a large change in the state
of the system.

Glimpse of Amorphophallus titanium - Corpse flower
Over a thousand human beings queued up outdoor an abandoned fuel station in San
Francisco's Bay Area to capture a glimpse of the corpse flower'.
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Highlights:
Known for its putrid smell, which is often compared to that of rotting flesh.
This ultra-rare plant is regarded to bloom solely as soon as each seven to ten years.
The flower is additionally regarded to be one of the largest in the world.
While the plant is native to Indonesia, its saplings have been cultivated in zoos,
botanical gardens and greenhouses round the world over the years.
It can develop to be up to 10 feet tall and recognized to be one of the world's
greatest unbranched inflorescence' or a stalk bearing a cluster of flowers.
It emits a heady odour in order to entice pollinating insects in the wild such as
scavenging flies and beetles.
It used to be listed as an endangered plant in 2018 by means of the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

A-76 Has Become the World's Largest Iceberg Floating In The World
A block of ice larger than the Spanish island of Mallorca has cut into the Weddell
Sea from the frozen edge of Antarctica. Now, it has become the largest iceberg in
the world.
Highlights:
Scientists have given the iceberg the name A-76.
The A-76 broke away from the Ronne Ice Shelf in Antarctica.
This was discovered in the latest satellite images captured by the Copernicus
Sentinel-1 mission.

Kyasanur Forest Disease Discovered
A new point-of-care test for Kyasanur Forest Disease has been discovered to be
highly sensitive in the rapid diagnosis of the disease.
Highlights:
Point-of-care Test:
It was created by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and the National
Institute of Virology.
It includes a battery-powered Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) analyzer, which is
a portable, lightweight, and universal cartridge-based sample pre-treatment kit, as
well as a nucleic acid extraction device that helps in sample processing at the point
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of care.
Kyasanur Forest Disease:
It's caused by the Kyasanur Forest Disease Virus (KFDV), which mostly affects
humans and monkeys.
It was discovered in 1957 in a sick monkey from Karnataka's Kyasanur Forest.
Since then, 400-500 human cases have been reported per year.
Eventually, KFD became a serious public health issue that spread throughout the
entire Western Ghats.
A tick bite or contact with an infected animal, particularly a sick or recently
deceased monkey, can result in transmission to humans.
Symptoms include chills, a frontal headache, body aches, and a high fever lasting
five to twelve days, with a case fatality rate of 3 to 5%.
Monkey fever has no specific treatment. For KFD, there is a vaccine (Formalin
inactivated KFDV vaccine) that is used in endemic areas of India. However, it has
been discovered that vaccines are ineffective once a person is infected with fever.

Gharial Hatchlings Seen in Odisha
The Odisha State Forestry Department witnessed an adult Gharial, surrounded by
28 incubators in the Satkosia gorge of the Mahanadi River, which is considered the
southernmost point of the gharial habitat in India.
Highlights:
The forest department has been working for 15 years to increase the number of
piranhas in its natural habitat in Orissa.
For a long time, the National Forest Department has been working hard to increase
the rookie population in its natural habitat in Orissa. However, it produced the
expected results.
Therefore, the sight of mating piranhas and their larvae becomes very important.
Gharial is also known as piranha or fish-eating crocodile and is a crocodile of the
Gavialidae family. It is the longest of all living crocodiles.
Adult females are 2.64.5 m long, while males are 36 m long. They are called
Gharial because they have an obvious boss at the end of the nose, similar to a clay
pot or ghara. They are very suitable for catching fish.
It is believed that the Gaelic River System evolved in the northern subcontinent of
India. Because, the fossil gharial was collected from Pliocene sediments in Shivalik
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Hills and Narmada Valley. Currently, the Gharials live in rivers in the northern
plains of the Indian subcontinent. They are the most thorough aquatic crocodiles.
They only leave water for heating and build nests on wet sandbanks.
Since the 1930s, the number of Gaelic people has declined sharply. It is now
limited to 2% of its historical range. Due to sand mining, conversion of agriculture,
reduction of fish resources and other reasons, habitat loss is occurring.
Nonetheless, India and Nepal have started conservation plans, focusing on the
reintroduction of captive food ingredients. But since 2007, they have been listed as
"critically endangered" in the IUCN Red List.

Delhi Records Eight New Species of Snakes
After a huge five-year study with the aid of researchers from Delhi University,
eight more species have been delivered to the listing of snakes in Delhi.
Highlights:
With the addition of eight species, the quantity of snake species recorded in Delhi
is extended to 23. It has up to date the 1997 list mentioned in the Fauna of Delhi
book. This e book is widely used to track native species in Delhi.
The study was carried out by Gaurav Barhadiya, a researcher from the Department
of Environmental Studies at Delhi University. As per the study, there are 329
snakes in 23 species and 9 families.
Common bronzeback tree snake, common cat snake, common trinket snake,
common kukri, common sand boa, barred wolf snake, streaked kukri, and sawscaled viper are the new additions in species of snakes.
Techniques such as pitfall traps, opportunistic encounters, roadkill encounters and
nocturnal street cruising were used to collect data. Secondary information on snake
rescue was additionally taken from NGOs like Wildlife Trust of India and Fauna
Foundation of India.
Rapid urbanization is the principal purpose of worries for the reptilian population,
together with snakes in cities. Green areas are reducing with growing urbanisation.
Thus, future planning has to include plans for the preservation of inexperienced
spaces and wildlife.
Delhi is a vital web page for conservation because it is a phase of the historic
Aravalli mountains. Though, it has now fragmented both in the structure of urban
forests or city parks. Despite that, it experiences everyday snake occurrences across
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houses, gardens and industrial areas. Thus, Delhi nevertheless has true plausible
and gives a possibility to preserve native flora, fauna and biodiversity.

Clash Between India and China - Galwan Valley
In the first week of May, there was a minor clash between Indian and Chinese
troops in the no-patrolling zone at Galwan Valley in eastern Ladakh.
About Galwan Valley:
The valley refers to the land located between the steep mountains that buffet the
Galwan River.
The source of this river is located in Aksai Chin on the Chinese side of LAC ant it
flows from the east to Ladakh, where it is connected to the Shyok River on the
Indian side of LAC.
This valley is strategically located between Ladakh and Aksai Chin in the west and
the east (currently controlled by China).
The Shyok river and the Darbuk-Shyok-Daulet Beg Oldie (DSDBO) road are
located at its western end.

The Arctic Heats Up Three Times Faster Than the Earth
According to the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (AMAP) report,
the Arctic has warmed three times faster than the rest of the planet, and faster than
previously thought.
Highlights:
Arctic sea ice seems to be an early victim of rising temperatures. If the earth's
temperature is 2 degrees Celsius (vs. 1.5 degrees Celsius) higher than pre-industrial
levels, the probability of complete disappearance in summer is 10 times that of the
Arctic.
The publication of the report coincides with the Arctic Council's ministerial
meeting in Reykjavik, which brings together countries bordering the region.
From 1971 to 2019, the Arctic's average annual temperature rose by 3.1 degrees
Celsius, compared to 1 degree Celsius for the rest of the world.

Cheetah to be Re-introduced from Africa in November
The cheetah is regarded as the fastest land animal in the world. The animal has been
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declared extinct in India in 1952 and is expected to be reintroduced to India in the
Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh in November this year.
Highlights:
Kuno, located in the Chambal area, covers an area of more than 750 square
kilometres and creates a good atmosphere for cheetahs.
The last cheetah has discovered in the country died in Chhattisgarh in the year
1947 and was declared extinct in the country in the year 1952. The Wildlife
Institute of India (WII) is ready to reintroduce it again a few years later.
The Supreme Court passed an early test to introduce African cheetahs into
acceptable habitats in India, which was conducted on the basis of experiments.
Officials from India may be sent to South Africa in June and July of these 12
months for propaganda and counselling. According to the plan, the cheetah will be
transported in October and November.

Blackbuck Population Increased in Odisha
According to a census conducted by the Odisha State Forest Department, the
blackbuck population in Odisha has more than doubled in the last six years.
Highlights:
The Blackbuck (Antilope cervicapra), also known as the Indian Antelope, is a type
of antelope native to India and Nepal.
It is widespread in Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Odisha, and
other parts of peninsular India.
It is regarded as the epitome of grassland.
It is thought to be the world's fastest animal, next to cheetah.
It has been designated as the state animal of Punjab, Haryana, and Andhra Pradesh.
Its skin and horns are regarded as sacred objects in Hinduism, making it a symbol
of purity. It represents good fortune in Buddhism.
Protection Status:
Wildlife Protection Act 1972: Schedule I
IUCN Status: Least Concern
CITES: Appendix III
Threats include fragmentation of habitat, deforestation, natural disasters, and
illegal hunting.
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BILLS & ACTS
New Rules Notified Under the Insurance Act
According to the new rules notified under the Insurance Act, Indian promoters of
insurance joint ventures with foreign partners will no longer be able to nominate a
majority of the board members.
Highlights:
This follows recent amendments that increased the foreign direct investment (FDI)
limit in the insurance sector from 49 percent to 74 percent.
However, a majority of board members and key management personnel (KMP)
must be resident Indian citizens.
In addition, at least one of the three highest positions- chairperson of the board, the
MD and CEO -must be a resident of India.
This new standard will apply to all insurance companies, regardless of the shares
held by foreign partners.
Additional conditions have been imposed on the composition of the board of
directors for firms in which foreign investors own more than 49 percent of the
stock.
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DEFENCE
P-8I Patrol Aircraft US State Department
The proposed sale of six P-8I patrol aircraft and associated equipment to India,
valued at $2.42 billion, has been approved by the US State Department.
Highlights:
The Defence Acquisition Council authorised the purchase of Boeing's long-range
maritime surveillance aircraft in November 2019.
The proposed sale would be made via the Foreign Military Sale route, which
would entail notification of the US Congress.
The six aircraft will be equipped with encrypted systems after India and the US
signed the Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA)
foundational agreement.
India was the first foreign customer for the P-8I, which is based on the Boeing 737
commercial aircraft.

Women in the Army - India
The Indian Army inducted its First batch of women military police.
Highlights:
The first batch of 83 female soldiers were commissioned at the Corps of Military
Police Centre and School (CMP C&S) in Bengaluru.
The commandant of CMP C&S congratulated them on completing 61 weeks of
intensive training in areas such as basic military training, provost training, policing
duties, prisoner of war management, ceremonial duties, skill growth, including
driving, vehicle repair, and signal communications.
The commandant expressed his trust that the training they had received and the
high standards they had attained would serve them well in their new units, which
would be stationed across the country in various terrains and operational
conditions.
The commandant also praised the virtues of duty commitment, righteousness, and
selfless service to the country.
Women had previously only served as officers in some branches of the army, and
this is the first time women have been inducted into the non-officer ranks.
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These female soldiers will perform tasks that are similar to those performed by
male military police officers.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
A Bengaluru Teacher Has Been Awarded The Order Of The Rising Sun By
Japan.
Shyamala Ganesh, a Bengaluru-based Japanese teacher, was recently awarded the
Order of the Rising Sun by the Japanese government.
Highlights:
Shyamala is a Japanese instructor at the septuagenarian institution as well as the
Ohara School of Ikebana in Bengaluru's RT Nagar. Since its establishment 38 years
ago, she has tutored hundreds of students. Ikebana is a Japanese flower arrangement
technique.
Shyamala and her husband Ganesh established a Japanese language school in
Bengaluru in 1983.
Order of Rising Sun:
The Emperor of Japan bestows the prize, which was founded in 1875.
The award is given to those who have made outstanding contributions to the
promotion of Japanese culture, international affairs, professional advances, and
environmental protection.
It was also provided for outstanding military service prior to World War II.
It is the Japanese government's third most prestigious honour.
In 1981, the tradition of awarding the award to non-Japanese recipients began.
Since 2003, the award has been given to women.
The award can also be given to anyone who has passed away.

First Indian To Win Arab World Nobel Prize - Dr Tahera Qutbuddin
Mumbai born, Dr Tahera Qutbuddin, a professor of Arabic Literature at the
University of Chicago, lately grew to be the first character of Indian-origin to win
the 15th Sheikh Zayed Book Award.
Highlights:
The award is viewed to be the Nobel Prize of the Arab world. She gained the award
for her brand new book, Arabic Oration Art and Function published via Brill
Academic Publishers of Leiden in 2019. In the book, she places forth a
comprehensive principle of Arabic literature in its foundational oral duration dating
the seventh and eighth centuries AD. She discusses its have an impact on on
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modern sermons and lectures as well.

IREDA Conferred with Green Urja Award
IRDEA (Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Ltd) has been conferred
with the Green Urja Award for being the Leading Public Institution in the
Financing Institution for Renewable Energy this year by means of the Indian
Chamber of Commerce (ICC).
Highlights:
IREDA gets the award for the pivotal & developmental position it plays in Green
Energy Financing.
Despite the pandemic time, IREDA has ended the year 2020-21 ended on a strong
observe and disbursed the 2nd highest (from the date of inception) quantity of loan
amounting to Rs. 8827 crores, which shows that IREDA has the capability to
translate this trouble into an opportunity.
The award recognises our giant contribution to the improvement of the Renewable
Energy Sector in line with the Hon'ble Prime Minister's imaginative and prescient
of Atma Nirbhar Bharat.

Whitley Awards 2021 was Announced
The Whitley Award is called the "Green Oscar Award." In 2021, Nuklu Phom of
Nagaland won the Whitley Award. He is the only Indian to get the award.
Highlights:
The Whitley Award is awarded annually by the Whitley Nature Foundation.
Proposed to commend grassroots protection leaders. It involves the reference,
application and interview process.
The Whitley Fund for Nature was established in 1994 by Edward Whitley. So far,
the foundation has donated 16 million pounds to support the work of 200
environmental heroes.
Whitley Fund for Nature: It is committed to finding local conservationists in
resource-poor, biodiversity-rich countries/regions. It supports projects based on
science and community participation. It is also committed to promoting national
and international winners who respond to the challenges facing biodiversity
worldwide. The winner will receive 40,000 pounds.
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Nuklu Phom is creating a "biodiversity peace corridor". The main goal of
expanding the Yaongyimchen Community Biodiversity Zone. In addition to
protecting wildlife and environmental protection, he also expanded his work to
health, education and microfinance. He founded the Lemasachenlok Society. It
strives to make locals sensitive to Amur Falcons. It has established three protected
areas to help increase the number of falcons in its habitat. Nuklu Phom is known as
the "Amur Falcon of Nagaland".
Amur falcons breed in northern China and Siberia. In winter, the Amur Falcon
migrates to India and then to Southern Africa through the Arabian Sea. People are
increasingly worried that people have started hunting Amur falcons. In India, more
than 14,000 people are hunted every year. The government announced a ban on the
hunting of Amur falcons. Despite the ban, hunting of Amur falcons is still
increasing. The IUCN listed it as the "least concern".
Nagaland is known as the "Falcon Capital of the World".
Biodiversity Peace Corridor: It contains 16 villages distributed in four regions. It
adopts sustainable land use practices.

World Food Prize Won by Dr Shakuntala Haraksingh
Dr. Shakuntala Haraksingh Thilsted, an Indian-born global nutrition expert, won
the prestigious 2021 World Food Award for her pioneering research in developing
holistic, nutritionally sensitive aquaculture and food system methods.
About the World Food Awards:
The World Food Award is the most important international honor and aims to
recognize the achievements of individuals who promote human development by
improving the quality, quantity or supply of world food.
Covered fields: any field involving the world's food supply, including plant, animal
and soil science; food science and technology; nutrition, rural development, etc.
Eligibility: It is open to anyone, regardless of race, religion, nationality or political
beliefs. Cash Prize - $250000
The award is awarded by the World Food Prize Foundation, which has more than
80 companies and individuals as donors. Norman E. Borlaug in 1970 won the
Nobel Peace Prize for his work in global agriculture, conceived it.
The World Food Prize was once created in 1986 with sponsorship by General
Foods Corporation. It is additionally known as the Nobel Prize for Food and

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

Agriculture. M.S. Swaminathan, the father of India's inexperienced revolution, was
the first recipient of this award in 1987.

Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank Gets International Invincible Gold Medal
This year's International Invincible Gold Medal was awarded to Dr. Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank, Minister of Education of the Union. His books, society and
outstanding public life are recognized for his extraordinary dedication and
outstanding contributions to mankind.
The decision was made after due consideration by a high-level committee formed
under the leadership of Dr. Tony Nader, the global leader of the Maharshi
organization. The honor will be awarded by the global Maharishi organization and
its universities.

Sports Awards 2021 Ministry of Youth Affairs
The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports is seeking nominations for the 2021
Sports Awards.
About Sports Awards:
Every year, the government presents Sports Awards to recognise Indian athletes'
achievements in sports.
The following are the awards:
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award: for a sportsperson's spectacular and most
outstanding success over a four-year span in the field of sports.
Arjuna Award: for four years of consistently exceptional success.
Dronacharya Award: given to coaches who have produced medal winners at major
international sporting events.
Dhyan Chand Award: for contributions to sports development over a lifetime.
Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puraskar: granted to corporations and individuals who
have made a significant contribution to the promotion and advancement of sports.
The Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy is awarded to a university for
overall excellence in inter-university competition.

India Biodiversity Award 2021 Biodiversity Day
The Indian Biodiversity Award 2021 was awarded on the occasion of International
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Biodiversity Day on May 22.
Highlights:
KrishiAvam Paristhitiki Vikas Sansthan (KRAPAVIS) won an award in the
category "Sustainable Use of Biological Resources".
Shaji N.M (also known as the "Tuber Man" of Kerala) won an award in the
individual category of "Domestic Species Protection".
The Khonoma Nature Reserve and Tragopan Nature Reserve (KNCTS) in
Nagaland received awards in the category of "Sustainable Use of Biological
Resources".
The Indian Biodiversity Awards initiative was co-sponsored by the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change; the National Biodiversity Agency
(NBA) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) were established
in 2012.
It recognizes and respects the outstanding models of grassroots organizations in
biodiversity conservation, sustainable use and governance of biological resources.
KRAPAVIS has won prestigious awards for its support to the community to
restore water collection structures, replenishment wells and groundwater tables. It
also helped plant millions of trees of local species in Orans.
Mr. Shaji was awarded the award because he kept about 200 kinds of tuber crops
on his farm, such as big potato, elephant leg potato, small potato, arrowroot, sweet
potato, Chinese potato and taro. His contribution has won seven national awards.
KNCTS was established on December 11, 1998. The protected area was awarded
for maintaining the biodiversity of the Konoma area inhabited by a variety of
endemic flora and fauna.

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF

.com

(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

SPORTS
World Champion for 4th time in Snooker Mark Selby
British professional snooker player Mark Selby won the world championship for
the fourth time. This time he won the title of defeating Shaun Murphy.
Highlights:
Mark Selby won the 2014, 2016, 2017 and 2021 world championships. He ranked
first in the world between 2015 and 2019.
World Snooker Championship has been held annually since 1927. The game was
played at the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, England. The World Professional
Billiards and Snooker Association organized a championship game.
Snooker is a suggestive sport. Cue sport is also called billiard sport. They are all
kinds of games that use strokes. It plays on a table with four pockets or six pockets.
It is played with snooker and cue.
The purpose of the snooker game is to hit the white cue ball with the cue to make it
hit other balls, and then they fall into the pocket. The player with the higher score
in the game will win. The balls have different colors, and each color has different
points.

IPL Suspended Indefinitely by BCCI
Due to COVID-19, the Cricket Control Board has suspended the Indian Premier
League (IPL) indefinitely. The decision was made after Balaji tested positive for
COVID-19. Balaji is the bowling coach of CSK. So far, 29 games have been
played. The T20 World Cup will be moved to UAE from India. This is mainly
because if it is held in India, due to the country's third wave, no participant will be
happy to come to India.
Highlights:
BCCI is the governing body of Indian cricket. Grant Govan was the first president.
The total annual revenue of BCCI in 2020 is 535 million U.S. dollars. These
include US$345 million from IPL, US$139 million from bilateral cricket with other
countries, and US$405 million from India's ICC revenue share.
In 2021, BCCI becomes the richest cricket committee in the world. After BCCI
began to sell the media rights of the Indian team's ODI, bilateral testing and T20
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competitions in India, BCCI's revenue has doubled.
For each international home game, Star Network paid Rs 4,320 crore. In 2018-19,
there were 22 test matches, 5 T20 and 10 ODI. A total increase of 950.40 crore
rupees. Another major source of BCCI's income is sponsors of the national team.
In 2014, a new contribution-based income distribution method was adopted. The
BCCI and the England & Wales Cricket Committee have adopted this system.
However, the system was dismantled by the ICC (International Cricket
Committee), which ultimately reduced BCCI's revenue.

Stop Tokyo Olympics Online Campaign
The Stop Tokyo Olympics is an online campaign that is looking to stop the Tokyo
Olympics Games. It has gathered greater than 200,000 signatures within two days
of its launch. However, the organisers of the Olympic Games are to go beforehand
in conducting the games. Pfizer agreed to donate their vaccine to assist inoculate
sportsperson collaborating in the games.
Highlights:
Japan is presently combating in opposition to the fourth wave of COVID-19 with a
sluggish vaccination campaign. The majority of the public are also opposing the
Olympics games that are to be held in Japan in July 2021.
The 2020 Summer Olympics used to be initially deliberate to be held in July 2020.
But used to be postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This is the 2d time
Japan is hosting the Olympics.
Earlier Japan hosted Olympics in 1964. Also, the 2020 Olympics is the 2nd of the
three consecutive Olympics in Asia. The first was once held in South Korea in
2018, the 2d to be held in Japan in 2021 and the 0.33 has been planned to be held in
China in 2022.
The new video games to be added in the 2020 Olympics are BMX, three by using
three basketball and madison cycling. The International Olympics Committee
launched biosecurity protocols for officials, athletes, press and different workforce
in February 2021. The individuals will be requested to use the Exposure
Notification.
Exposure Notification: It is at the beginning regarded as the Preserving Contact
Tracing Project. It is a protocol specification developed by means of Google and
Apple. It affords digital contact tracing for the duration of the COVID-19
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pandemic. Digital Contact Tracing is a method of contact tracing based on the
cellular application. It is used to determine the contact between the contaminated
person and a user.

Rafael Nadal Wins Italian Open
Rafael Nadal won the 2021 Italian Open. This is his tenth Rome Masters
championship. On May 16, 2021, the Italian Open was held in Rome.The final was
held between Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic. It is also called the Rome
Masters.
Highlights:
About Rafael Nadal:
Rafael Nadal is a tennis player from Spain. By the Association of Tennis
Professionals, he is ranked third in the world.
To date, he has won twenty Grand Slams, including thirteen French Open titles. In
clay courts, he has a perfect winning record.
About Novak Djokovic:
Novak Djokovic is a tennis player from Serbia. By the Association of Tennis
Professionals, he is ranked first in the world.He has eighteen Grand Slam titles
under his belt.
He is the only player on the ATP tour to have won all of the "Big Titles." A trophy
awarded during the Nitto ATP Finals, Grand Slam Championships, ATP Masters
1000 tournaments, or Olympics Singles gold medals is known as the Big Title.
About Italian Open:
It was formerly known as the International Championship of Italy. It is a tennis
tournament hosted in the Italian city of Rome.
It's a clay tennis competition. Tennis court surfaces can be divided into four
categories. Clay courts, carpet courts, hard courts, and grass courts are the four
types.
The tournament is part of the ATP Tours Masters 100 event.

Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay National Welfare Fund For Sportspersons
The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports has approved a grant of Rs 200,000 for V
Tejaswini Bai of Karnataka, who won the Arjuna Award in 2011 and was a
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member of the women's Kabaddi team, that won gold medal games at the Asian
Olympic Games in 2014 and 2014 respectively. The Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay
National Welfare Fund for Sportspersons (PDUNWFS) has approved financial
assistance.
About the Fund:
Founded in March 1982 with the goal of assisting outstanding athletes from the
past who were living in impoverished circumstances and had brought glory to the
country through sports.
In May 2016, the scheme was revised to provide lump sum ex-gratia assistance to
outstanding athletes from the past.
The provision for a pension has been eliminated because there is already a Scheme
of Pension for Meritorious Sportspersons.
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ARTS & CULTURE
Puppetry Art-form of Assam - Putola Nach
A have confidence primarily based in Assam currently made videos using the
ordinary art known as Putola Nach. The art structure was once used to take the
messages associated with COVID-19 to the public via social media.
Highlights:
The videos were produced in collaboration with UNICEF. The names of the videos
had been COVID Shatru (enemy), COVID Bibharat (confusion). These two had
been launched in Assamese. Mama ro Mina ko COVID Katha (COVID Tale of
Mama and Mina) was released in the language of Nepal.
Putola Nach: It is a normal string puppet theatre from Assam in North East India.
The other forms of puppetry & shadow theatre have disappeared now. The Putola
nach is additionally called putala bhaona. Usually, Putola Nach is used to perform
scenes from the epics Ramayana and Mahabharatha. These dolls are 1.5 metres tall.
These dolls are made up of hollow wood or bamboo. Their heads are made of
terracotta. Musical Instruments used in performing the artwork are dhol,
harmonium, kansi, double reed wind instrument and a bell steel plate beaten with a
stick. There were three one-of-a-kind patterns of string puppetry in Assam. They
were said to be Kalaigaon in Northern Assam, Barpeta-Nalbari in western Assam
and Majuli island in eastern Assam.
Tholpavakoothu: It is a shadow leather-based puppet play. In February 2021, it
used to be animated by way of a robot. It is an exceptional instance of integration of
Dravidian and Aryan cultures. It is additionally called Olakoothu and
Nizhalkoothu. The Musical gadgets used in the artwork are Chenda, Ezhupara and
Maddalam. The Chief puppeteer of the art is regarded as Pulavan.

Mongolian Kanjur Culture Ministry
The Culture Ministry will finish reprinting about 100 sets of sacred Mongolian
Kanjur next year for distribution in Mongolia's main Buddhist centres, according to
the Culture Minister.
About Mongolian Kanjur:
It is a 108-volume Buddhist canonical text that is considered Mongolia's most
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significant religious text. It serves as a source of cultural identity for Mongolia.
The Mongolian word Kanjur' means Concise Orders,' referring to Lord Buddha's
words in particular.
It is written in classical Mongolian and has been translated from Tibetan.

Climate Change is Causing the Oldest Rock Paintings to Deteriorate
Scientists have cautioned that environmental pollution is destroying one of the
world's oldest and most valuable cultural treasures.
Highlights:
Pleistocene-era rock paintings, which date from 45,000 to 20,000 years ago, are
deteriorating rapidly.
Location: A cave site in the Maros-Pangkep area in southern Sulawesi Province,
Indonesia.
The artwork includes what is considered to be the oldest handmade template in the
world, by pressing your hand on the cave wall and spraying wet red mulberry
pigment on it.
The world's oldest representation of an animal, a warty pig drawn on the wall
45,500 years ago, can be found in a nearby cave.
Sulawesi's cave art is much older than Europe's prehistoric cave art.

The New Sites Has Been Added to The Tentative List of UNESCO World
Heritage Sites In India
Six sites have been added to the tentative list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites in
India.
Highlights:
The sites was submitted by the of Archaeological Survey of India.
Six of the nine sites have been included in the tentative list by UNESCO.
It must be added to the tentative list before any sites are finally nominated.
The sites are:
1. Maharashtra's Maratha military architecture
2. Hire a megalithic site in Bengal, Karnataka
3. Bhedaghat-Lametaghat in Madhya Pradesh's Narmada Valley.
4. Varanasi's Ganga Ghats
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5. Kancheepuram Temples
6. Madhya Pradesh's Satpura Tiger Reserve.
These recommendations will remain on the tentative list for a year, after which the
government will choose which one to include in their final UNESCO dossier.

Maharashtra Seeks World Heritage Site Tag for 14 Forts
The government of Maharashtra has prepared and submitted provisional
nominations for 14 fortresses in the state to obtain the label of World Heritage.
Highlights:
Maharashtra lists 14 attractions, including Shivneri Fort, Raigad Fort, Torna Fort,
Rajgad Fort, Lohagad, Mulher Fort, Ankai Tankai Fort, Salher Fort, Rangana Fort,
Ankai Tankai Fort, Kasa Fort, Sindhudurg Fort, Alibag Fort, Suvarnadurg and
Khanderi Fort. All sites are important in history.
They belong to the rule of Peshwa, or they belong to the battle between Marathas
and Mughals. Some forts also served as naval or army bases for Marathi fighters.
UNESCO accepted the list of nominations for temporary fortresses forwarded by
the Ministry of Archaeology of India through the Ministry of Culture.
Now, the state government must submit a detailed final list of nominations to
UNESCO to list the outstanding value of these sites. World heritage is a landmark
or area protected by law under international conventions.
These sites are managed by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO).
Such sites are designated by UNESCO because of their cultural, historical or
scientific significance. To obtain the mark of world cultural heritage, the site must
have a unique landmark that can be identified geographically and historically.
As of June 2020, there are 1,121 World Heritage Sites in 167 countries/regions.
China and Italy are the countries with the largest number of World Heritage Sites
(55 in each country).
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OBITUARY
Environmentalist Sunderlal Bahuguna Passed Away
Sunderlal Bahuguna, a well-known environmentalist, died as a result of COVID-19.
He was 94 years old.
About Sunderlal Bahuguna:
Bahuguna was a founder of the Chipko Organization, a socio-ecological movement
that used Gandhian tactics of nonviolent resistance and Satyagraha to fight rampant
deforestation.
During his life, he participated in the freedom movement and later in the
Sarvodaya movement of Vinoba Bhave.
He was most known for the Chipko Movement, which involved hugging trees to
keep them from being cut down for commercial interests in the Gharwal Himalayas
of Uttarakhand.
Beginning in the 1970s, the movement extended across the country, attracting
community leaders as well as a considerable number of women.
He conveyed to the world the message that ecology and economy should coexist.
In 1980, following his appeal to then-Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, she issued a
15-year ban on the chopping of green trees.
He refused to accept the Padma Shri award in 1981 because the government
refused to cancel the Tehri dam project.
He was awarded the Padma Vibhushan in 2009.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Quality Standards for Four Spices Finalised
At its recent fifth session, the Codex Committee on Spices and Culinary Herbs
(CCSCH) finalised and recommended quality requirements for four spices: cloves,
oregano, basil, and ginger.
Highlights:
The committee sent these four new standards to the Codex Alimentarius
Commission (CAC) for consideration as full-fledged Codex standards.
New tasks were also added to the list: To establish Codex standards for small
cardamom and turmeric, as well as the first community standard for spices in the
dried fruits and berries' category.
Codex Committee on Spices and Culinary Herbs:
The Codex Committee on Spices and Culinary Herbs (CCSCH) is the newest of
the Codex Commodity Committees. India is the Committee's Chairperson. The
Secretariat is the Spices Board of India.
Mission: To develop global, science-based quality standards for spices and
culinary herbs that are consistent with the Codex principles of consumer protection
and fair trade practises.
The Committee's present Chairman is Dr. M.R. Sudharshan.

India Invited As Guest To G7 Meeting
India was invited as a guest country to the G7meeting
Highlights:
The G-7 or Group of Seven' The G-7 countries are Canada, Italy, Japan, France,
Germany, United Kingdom, and the United States. It was established in 1975
On a rotating basis, the presidents of member countries preside over meetings. It is
a two-day informal annual meeting at which member countries address a variety of
global issues.
It lacks a formal constitution and a permanent headquarters. The decisions made at
the summit are not legally binding.

India and UK - Virtual Summit
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The prime ministers of United Kingdom and the India held a virtual summit.
Highlights:
The Summit adopted an ambitious Roadmap 2030' to elevate bilateral relations to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.'
Over the next ten years, the Roadmap will pave the way for deeper and greater
participation in key areas such as people-to-people relations, trade and economy,
defence and security, climate action, and health.
The two leaders addressed the situation with Covid-19 and their continuing
collaboration in the fight against the pandemic, including their successful vaccine
partnership.
The leaders announced the establishment of a "Enhanced Trade Partnership" (ETP)
to unlock the trade potential between the world's fifth and sixth largest economies,
with an ambitious goal of more than doubling bilateral trade by 2030.
At the Virtual Summit, a new India-UK Global Innovation Partnership' was
announced, with the aim of assisting the transition of inclusive Indian technologies
to developing countries, beginning with Africa.
They reaffirmed their commitment to climate action in order to meet the Paris
Agreement's targets, and they agreed to work closely together in the run-up to
CoP26, which will be hosted by the UK later this year.

India, France, Australia - First Trilateral Dialogue
On the view of the G7 foreign ministers meeting, the first ever trilateral dialogue at
the ministerial level of foreign affairs of India, France, and Australia was held in
London, England. The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. S. Jaishankar of India, the
Minister of Europe and Foreign Affairs of France, Mr. Jean-Yves Le Drian, and the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Australia, Senator Marise Payne attended the
meeting.
Highlights:
The tripartite meeting between France, India, and Australia was initiated at the
foreign secretary level in September 2020, but it has been upgraded to ministerial
level within one year from the date of its establishment. It has the three common
priorities of maritime security, environment and multilateralism.
The G7 foreign ministers' meeting was the first in-person meeting of the foreign
ministers of the organization during the pandemic. The last such meeting was
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happened in the year 2019.
The members of the G7 are Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United
Kingdom and the United States.
The host country Britain invited India, Australia, South Korea, South Africa and
the Secretary-General of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to
participate in this meeting.

India-UK Virtual Summit Strengthens STI Cooperation
In May 2021, the Prime Ministers of India and the United Kingdom met digitally
and reaffirmed their mutual commitment to a stronger partnership in technology,
education, research, and innovation, as well as looking forward to the next
Ministerial Science and Innovation Council (SIC).
Highlights of the summit:
Strengthening the role of women in STEMM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Mathematics and Medicine) is a priority for India and the United Kingdom.
Promote partnerships between industry, academia, and government to encourage
student creativity.
Continue to promote high-quality, high-impact research and innovation through
collaborative processes by building on the two countries' current bilateral research,
science, and innovation infrastructure and governmental relationships.
Form partnerships across government agencies to maximise impact, leverage skills
and networks, and reduce duplication in the science and innovation pipeline, from
basic research to applied and interdisciplinary research, translation, and
commercialization.
In this area, expand existing bilateral collaborations by developing joint centres
and promoting access to state-of-the-art facilities.
Collaborate to share experience and expertise in artificial intelligence, scientific
support for policies and regulatory issues, including ethics, and to foster a science
and innovation dialogue.
Expand programmes like the Fast Track Start-Up Fund to foster innovation-driven,
sustainable growth and employment, as well as technological solutions that support
both countries.

India in Third Arctic Science Ministerial
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India participated in the third Arctic Science Ministerial Conference.
Highlights:
The 3rd Arctic Science Ministerial (ASM3), the global forum for addressing
research and collaboration in the Arctic region, is taking place in India.
The first two meetingsASM1 and ASM2were held in the United States in 2016 and
Germany in 2018, respectively.
ASM3 is the first ministerial meeting in Asia, organised jointly by Iceland and
Japan.
The purpose of the conference is to provide opportunities for various stakeholders
such as academia, indigenous communities, governments and policy makers to
enhance collective understanding of the Arctic region, emphasize and participate in
continuous monitoring, and strengthen observation.
This year's theme is Knowledge for a Sustainable Arctic'.

India-EU Leaders Meeting
On the invitation of the President of the European Council, India's Prime Minister
attended the India-EU Leaders' Meeting.
Highlights:
The meeting was held in a mixed format.
The leaders of all 27 member states of the European Union, the President of the
European Council and the European Commission attended the meeting.
This is the first time that the EU has held an EU+27 meeting with India.
It will continue to build on the momentum in the relationship that has been evident
since the 15th India-EU Summit in July 2020.
The leaders discussed three major topics during the meeting: I foreign policy and
security; ii) COVID-19, climate and environment; and iii) trade, communication,
and technology.

Fourth India-Swiss Financial Dialogue
The 4th India-Switzerland Financial Dialogue was held via video conferencing.
Highlights:
Discussions on working together on a variety of issues, including investments, the
International Financial Services Centre Authority (IFSCA), the National Investment
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and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF), FinTech, sustainable finance, and cross-border
financial services.
The G20, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and tax issues resulting from the
digitalisation of the economy, as well as infrastructure funding, were addressed.
Stressed the importance of coordinated bilateral action for a post-Covid world that
is clean and resilient.

First BRICS Employment Working Group (EWG) Meeting
The first meeting of the BRICS Employment Working Group took place virtually.
India was the host nation. In 2021, India will take over the BRICS presidency.
Highlights:
The member countries addressed fostering social security arrangements among the
BRICS nations, women's participation in the labour force, and labour market
formalisation.
Members of the BRICS countries, as well as representatives from the International
Labour Organization and the International Social Security Agency, attended the
conference..
To resolve the issue of the Social Security Agreement, the members agreed to
engage in dialogue and consultations with one another.
COVID-19 has informalized the labour market, as the countries discussed.
The countries decided to encourage women to serve in active and respectable
employment. They also decided to protect women working in the informal sector
with social security. They also spoke about women's inclusion in the labour force.

Goa Maritime Symposium (GMS) Indian Navy
Under the aegis of the Naval War College in Goa, the Indian Navy hosted
GMS-21.'
Highlights:
Due to the current coronavirus pandemic, the event was held online.
The virtual event was attended by naval delegates from 13 Indian Ocean Littoral
nations, including India, Bangladesh, Comoros, Indonesia, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mauritius, Myanmar, Seychelles, Singapore, Sri Lanka, and Thailand.
The theme of GMS-21 was "Maritime Security and Emerging Non-Traditional
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Threats: A Case for a Proactive Role for IOR Navies," with a focus on building
capacity among IOR Navies to deal with emerging common maritime threats.
The symposium will play a constructive role and convene stakeholders who have
played a role in the evolution of strategies, policies and implementation
mechanisms for issues of common concern in the maritime field.
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SCHEMES
Review on Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana
After the launch of the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY), banks, NBFCs,
and MFIs have approved over 28.68 crore loans worth Rs. 14.96 lakh crore.
About Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY):
It was established by the government in 2015 to provide non-corporate, non-farm
small/micro-enterprises with loans of up to Rs. 10 lakh.
MUDRA stands for Micro Units Development & Refinance Agency Ltd., and it is
a government-run financial institution.
MUDRA offers financing to non-corporate small businesses through a network of
last-mile financial institutions, including Banks, Non-Banking Financial Companies
(NBFCs) and Micro Finance Institutions (MFIs).
MUDRA does not make direct loans to micro-entrepreneurs or individuals.
According to the stage of growth and funding needs of the beneficiary micro unit,
MUDRA has developed three products: 'Shishu,' 'Kishore,' and 'Tarun.'
Shishu: Covering loans up to Rs. 50,000.
Kishore: Covering loans above Rs. 50,000 and up to Rs. 5 lakh.
Tarun: Covering loans above Rs. 5 lakh and up to Rs. 10 lakh.
This system provides loans with no collateral.

New Framework For Implementation Of The SVAMITVA Scheme
To commemorate the nationwide roll-out of the SVAMITVA Scheme, Union
Minister for Panchayati Raj released a new system for its implementation. It lays
out a comprehensive road map and set of guidelines for the different States in terms
of the Scheme's goals, coverage, various components involved, year-by-year
funding pattern, survey approach and methodology, stakeholders involved and their
positions and responsibilities, monitoring and assessment, and deliverables.
About SVAMITVA:
It is a Central Sector Scheme.
Ministry: Ministry of Panchayati Raj
It was nationally launched by the Prime Minister on the occasion of National
Panchayati Raj Day on April 24, 2021, following the successful completion of the
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Scheme's pilot phase in nine states.
Goal: To provide property rights to residents of rural populated areas in India
through the use of drone surveys and CORS Networks, which provide mapping
precision of 5 centimetres.
The Revenue Department/Land Records Department will be the Nodal Department
in the States, and the scheme will be implemented with the support of State
Panchayati Raj Departments.

PM-KISAN Eighth Instalment
The eighth instalment of financial benefits under PM-KISAN will be released by
the PM.
Highlights:
The Government of India has launched the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
Yojana as a central sector scheme. This scheme was created to supplement the
income of many small and marginal farmers.
The following are the primary goals of the PM-KISAN scheme:
To provide financial assistance to all landowners and their families who are
eligible.
The PM-KISAN scheme aims to supplement farmers' financial needs in procuring
various inputs to ensure proper crop health and adequate yields, commensurate with
expected farm income.
The scheme is projected to expand PM-coverage KISAN's to about 14.5 crore
people. With an estimated investment of Rs. 87,217.50 crores from the Central
Government, it intends to cover an additional 2 crore farmers.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Padmakumar Nair Appointed As Chief Executive Officer Of National Asset
Reconstruction Company
Padmakumar M Nair has been appointed as the CEO of the proposed National
Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd. Presently Padmakumar is the Chief General
Manager of Stressed Assets Resolution Group at SBI.
National Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd. is a proposed bad financial
institution for taking over the harassed property of lenders and was once introduced
by means of Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in the price range for 2021-22 to
consolidate and take over present confused belongings of lenders and undertake
their resolution.
A bad bank refers to a financial group that takes over the awful belongings of
lenders and undertakes resolution.
National Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd (NARCL) will pay up to 15 per cent
of the agreed fee for the loans in cash and the closing eighty-five per cent would be
government-guaranteed safety receipts.

Martin Griffiths Appointed New UN Humanitarian Chief
Veteran British diplomat Martin Griffiths has been appointed as the new Chief at
the United Nations (UN) Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs office, for a period
of five years. Griffiths will replace Mark Lowcock as the new Under-SecretaryGeneral for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator (USG/ERC)
of OCHA. He is presently serving as the United Nations Special Envoy for Yemen.
About the OCHA:
The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
pursuits to give a boost to the worldwide response to complex emergencies and
herbal disasters. The headquarters of OCHA is based totally in two areas which are
New York and Geneva.

Manisha Kapoor Joins Executive Committee Of ICAS
Manisha Kapoor, the general secretary of the Advertising Standards Council of
India (ASCI), has been named to the International Council for Advertising Self-
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Regulation (ICAS) executive committee.
Highlights:
ASCI was a member of the executive committee for a two-year term until April.
Kapoor will now serve as the committee's chairman until 2023. She will be one of
the executive committee's four global vice presidents. She will promote advertising
self-regulation as the best mechanism for consumer protection, reinforce ICAS as a
global alliance, and encourage knowledge sharing among SROs to develop best
practices and track global trends in the advertising environment that impact selfregulation in her role as a member of the ICAS leadership team. She'll also
collaborate with both existing and new digital channels to make the online world
more accessible and equitable for customers.

Jagjit Pavadia Elected as President of INCB
Jagjit Pavadia, the former Narcotics Commissioner of India and a retired officer of
the Indian Revenue Service (Customs), has been elected president of the
International Narcotics Control Board (INCB). She is the first Indian to be heading
the Vienna-based organization and the second lady to hold this office.
The Board will pay unique interest to the timely supply of and get right of entry to
managed pills in the course of emergencies. It will also continue its work on
developing recommendations for the manipulation and monitoring of hashish and
cannabis-related substances. INCB monitors the compliance of UN Member States
with the three global drugs manipulate conventions & the functioning of the
international drug control system.

Appointment of CBI Director
Subodh Kumar Jaiswal has been appointed as the new Director of the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) by the Central Government. The Director of the CBI
was appointed under Section 4A of the Delhi Special Police Agency Act of 1946.
About Appointment of CBI Director:
The organization's administration is overseen by the Director of the CBI, who also
serves as the Inspector General of Police of the Delhi Special Police Establishment.
The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act (2013) amended the Delhi Special Police
Establishment Act (1946) and made the following changes to the appointment of
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the Director of CBI:
The Central Government will appoint the Director of the CBI based on the
recommendation of a three-member committee chaired by the Prime Minister, the
Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, and the Chief Justice of India or a
Judge of the Supreme Court (SC).
The Delhi Special Police Establishment (Amendment) Act of 2014 altered the
composition of the committee charged with appointing the Director of the CBI.
It states that if there is no recognised leader of the opposition in the Lok Sabha, the
leader of the single largest opposition party in the Lok Sabha will be a member of
that committee.
Director Tenure: The CVC Act of 2003 guarantees the Director of the CBI a twoyear tenure in office.

B.V.R. Subrahmanyam Appointed as Commerce Secretary
The Cabinet Appointment Committee (ACC) has approved the appointment of
B.V.R. Subrahmanyam, Chief Secretary Jammu & Kashmir (Jammu & Kashmir),
to hold unique positions the Ministry of Commerce, an order by the Union Ministry
of Personnel, Public Appeals and Retirement.
About Mr. Subrahmanyam:
Mr Subrahmanyam is a 1987 IAS officer of the Chhattisgarh cadre and was sent to
Jammu and Kashmir in June 2018. He served as the chief secretary when the
country was divided into two federal territories in 2019. He is an experienced
bureaucrat who served as a co-secretary in the Prime Minister's Office of
Manmohan Singh.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
Maharashtra Day is on 1st May
May 1st of each year is Maharashtra State Memorial Day to commemorate the
establishment of Maharashtra State. It was established on May 1, 1960.
Highlights:
The National Reorganization Act of 1956 redefines the boundaries of Indian states
based on language. Maharashtra was established under this bill. Different languages
are used in Mumbai, namely Gujarati, Konkani, Marathi and Kutch.
In 1960, Mumbai was divided into Gujarat and Maharashtra. Gujarat was
established, where people spoke Gujarati and Kutch. Another area is called
Maharashtra, where people speak Konkani and Marathi.
Samyukta Maharashtra Samiti is at the forefront of the movement to divide
Mumbai into two states, Maharashtra and Gujarat.
Mumbai was created when India became independent. Before independence, it was
called the President of Mumbai, which is roughly related to the current state of
Maharashtra.
Samyukta Maharashtra Movement is commonly known as Samiti. It was
established in 1956 and required the establishment of a Marathi-speaking country
between 1956 and 1960.

World Laughter Day is on 2nd May
World Laughter Day is celebrated on the 1st Sunday of May every year to spread
happiness around the world. In 2021, the day falls on 2nd May.
Background:
Laughter will change the people in a peaceful and positive way. Some people say
that laughter is a universal language that may unite mankind. Due to COVID-19,
this year's celebration was held online. Our mission is to achieve health, happiness
and world peace through laughter.
In 1998, Dr Madan Kataria, the founder of the World Laughter Yoga Movement,
founded World Laughter Day. In more than 70 countries/regions around the world,
World Laughter Day is celebrated on the first Sunday in May every year. Dr.
Madan initiated the "Laughter Yoga" campaign in 1995, with the goal of facial
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feedback assuming that a person's facial expressions might affect their emotions.

International Workers Day is on 1st May
May 1 of each year is called International Labor Day, also known as May 1 Labor
Day, International Workers' Day or Labor Day around the world.
Highlights:
May day is commemorated to celebrate the global labor community and to
commemorate their contributions and the historic hay market riots of 1886.
The origin of International Labor Day can be traced back to the labor union
movement in the United States in the 19th century.
Previously, workers were forced to work 15 hours a day. On May 1, 1886, there
was a strike in Chicago, calling it the Haymarket riot because the working hours
were 8 hours.
On May 1, 1923, the Labor Kisan Party of Hindustan celebrated International
Labor Day for the first time in Madras (now known as Chennai), India. It was also
on that day that India was used with a red flag.

World Press Freedom Day is on 3rd May
May 3 is World Press Freedom Day to celebrate the basic principles of press
freedom and defend the media from the attacks on its independence every year.
Highlights:
World Press Freedom Day is also known as World Press Day. This day also pays
tribute to the reporters who lost their lives.
The UN General Assembly announced the news on May 3 to spread people's
awareness of the importance of press freedom in terms of its functions, information
provision, and significance and awaken the government to fulfil its responsibility to
uphold and respect the right to freedom of speech.
In COVID-19, World Press Freedom Day celebrations will be held in online
debates and seminars.
In December 1993, in accordance with the recommendations of the UNESCO
General Assembly, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed World Press
Freedom Day. This day reminded governments of all countries to respect their
commitment to press freedom.
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Theme 2021: Information as a Public Good

World Asthma Day is on 4th May
Every year, the Global Asthma Initiative organizes World Asthma Day. It aims to
increase people's awareness of asthma. The first Tuesday of May every year is this
day. In 2021, the day is celebrated on 4th May.
Highlights:
According to the World Health Organization, about 235 million people worldwide
have asthma. It is one of the non-communicable diseases. Asthma is regarded as the
most common diseases in children.
The Global Asthma Initiative was launched in 1993 in cooperation with the World
Health Organization, the National Institutes of Health, and the National Heart,
Lung, and Blood Institute. It provides medical guidelines based on which public
health officials and health workers are spread worldwide.
In India, about 6% of children and 2% of adults are affected by asthma. In India,
asthma is not adequately treated and underdiagnosed.
In 1998, the first World Asthma Day was celebrated in more than 35
countries/regions. During the World Asthma Congress in Spain and Barcelona, the
first World Asthma Day was celebrated.
Theme: Uncovering Asthma Misconceptions

World Tuna Day is on 2nd May
The United Nations commemorates World Tuna Day every year to spread the
importance of protecting tuna fish. Tuna and tuna-like species have important
economic significance for both developing and developed countries.
Highlights:
The United Nations (UN) passed a resolution in 2016 that will usher in World
Tuna Day from 2017. The purpose of this day is to prevent the tuna population
from collapsing.
Several countries rely on tuna resources for nutrition and food security, income,
livelihoods, entertainment, and economic development. Therefore, this day
contributes to the achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 14, which is to
live underwater. It aims to protect and sustainably use the oceans, oceans and
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marine resources.
More than 7 million tons of tuna are harvested every year. Tuna accounts for 20%
of marine catches and 8% of the global seafood trade.
By the FAO (Food & Agriculture Organization), more than 96 countries are
involved in tuna conservation.
The United Nations proposes implementing the legal framework of the UNCLOS
(United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea) as tuna populations in the
world's oceans decrease. The Pandemic has increased the demand for canned tuna
across the globe.
As a part of World Tuna Day, this year Virtual Conference and Exhibition has
been organized from 19th May to 21st May, and its theme is The Global Tuna
Industry: Trailblazing through tough times.

Coal Miners Day is on 4th May
Coal Miner's Day observed on 4th May every year to honour the hard work of some
of the great unsung heroes of the Industrial Revolution. Celebrating this day is to
express appreciation to the coal miners and commend their achievements.
Background:
Coal miners spend most of their time mining, digging and mining coal in coal
mines. They go deep into the earth and unearth the wealth that helps us maintain
our lives. Coal mining is one of the most difficult occupations.
Coal miners have been working for centuries, but during the Industrial Revolution
from 1760 to 1840, coal mines became very important, when coal was used on a
large scale to heat stationery and locomotive engines and to heat buildings. Coal is
a natural resource that promotes economic and social development.
Coal mining started in the year 1774 in India when John Summer and Suetonius
Grant Heatly of the East India Company began commercial exploration along the
Raniganj coalfield on the west bank of the Damodar River.
Since the introduction of steam locomotives in railways in 1853, the demand for
coal has increased. However, this is not a healthy workplace. In coal mines, there
have been many extreme mining and massacres in the name of profit-making.

World Hand Hygiene Day is on 5th May
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Every year, May 5th is World Hand Hygiene Day. This day is organized by the
World Health Organization (WHO) to raise awareness of the importance of hand
hygiene in preventing many serious infections. The theme for the year 2021 is
Saving Lives the Second Time: Clean Hands. It is believed that hand washing is the
most effective measure that can be taken to avoid various infections, including the
COVID-19 virus.

International Firefighters Day is on 4th May
Every year, May 4th is International Firefighter's Day. Commemorate this day in
honor of the sacrifice of firefighters. In addition, this day can also raise people's
awareness to ensure that the environment and the community are as safe as
possible.
Highlights:
May 4th is International Firefighter's Day because it is also St. Florian's Day. St.
Florian was one of the command firemen of the Roman Battalion. He saved several
lives and is considered the patron saint of firefighters. He preserved a complete
burning village in ancient Rome.
Saint Florian was born in ancient Rome in 250 AD. He joined the Roman army and
was promoted to the commander of the Roman province. He organized and raised a
group of soldiers whose duty was to extinguish the fire.
The symbol of Firefighter's Day is the red and blue ribbons. The red in the ribbon
represents fire, and the blue represents water.

World Portuguese Language Day is on 5th May
Every May 5th, World Portuguese Day emphasizes the important role of the
language in maintaining human civilization and culture.
Highlights:
Around the world, Portuguese is one of the most widely spoken languages in the
world. Portuguese became the most widely spoken language in the southern
hemisphere. Portuguese speakers also explained the first wave of globalization.
Therefore, Portuguese has influenced other languages.
At present, about 229 million people in the world speak Portuguese. This makes
this language the 9th most spoken language in the world. People who speak this
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language are called Lusophone.
Most Portuguese-speaking mobile phones live in Brazil. In addition to Brazil, eight
other countries also use Portuguese as their official language. Portuguese is derived
from Latin and is considered a romantic language.

World Athletics Day is on 7th May
World Athletics Day is on 7th May
May 7th is World Athletics Day 2020. 1996 is the first World Athletics Day. The
basic target of World Athletics Day is to promote the participation of young people
in athletics.
Highlights:
There is a proverb that "a healthy body has a healthy mind". In order to strengthen
sports activities worldwide; organize various sports events worldwide throughout
the year.
In the same way, World Athletics Day is organized by the International Athletics
Federation (IAAF). World Athletics Day was celebrated for the first time in 1996.
The date of World Athletics Day is determined by the IAAF. In 2006, participants
on this day were between 7 and 15 years old, but then the age gap widened to 13 to
17 years old.
More than 100 sports federations in the world participated in the 2016 IAAF
World Athletics Day. All events and expenses that occurred on that day were
sponsored by the IAAF.
The International Amateur Athletics Federation (IAAF) was established in
Stockholm (Sweden) on July 17, 1912. The IAAF is the leading organization of
world athletics.

World Red Cross Day is on 8th May
The Indian Red Cross Society celebrated World Red Cross Day. The World Red
Cross Memorial Day is May 8, the birthday of Henry Dunant, the founder of the
International Committee of the Red Cross.
Highlights:
Henry Dunant was the recipient of the first Nobel Peace Prize.
The main goal of the Red Cross is basically to inspire, initiate and encourage
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various humanitarian activities at any time and under any circumstances.
The plan carried out by the Red Cross can be roughly divided into four parts,
including the promotion of humanitarian principles and values; disaster response;
disaster preparedness; and health and care.
The Red Cross is based on seven principles, namely, humanity, impartiality,
neutrality, independence, voluntariness, unity and universality.
Indian Red Cross Society: IRCS is a voluntary humanitarian organization that
protects human life and health through its network of more than 1,100 branches
throughout India. It was established in the year 1920 and has completed its 100
years of existence.

World Thalassemia Day is on 8th May
World Thalassemia Day is May 8. With the increase in the number of thalassemias
in India, prevention and control programs are no longer available. my country
currently has no global national plan for incurable diseases.
Highlights:
Thalassemia is an inherited blood disease, usually characterized by abnormal
production of hemoglobin in the body.
The abnormality leads to improper oxygen transport and destruction of red blood
cells. It has a wide range of effects on the human body, such as iron overload, bone
deformities, and in severe cases can cause heart disease.
There is no cure for the disease, and patients with thalassemia need regular blood
transfusions to extend their life.
India is the thalassemia capital of the world, with 40 million carriers and more than
1,00,000 patients. There is no prevention and control plan at the national level.
In India, preventive health check-ups are not very common, and people with
thalassemia unknowingly pass this genetic disease to their children.
More than 10,000 patients across the country died before the age of 20 due to lack
of access to treatment.
The Center for Health Ecology and Technology (CHET) formulated the first draft
of India's rare disease policy and submitted it to the Karnataka government in
March 2016.
Neighboring Pakistan passed a bill in February requiring that relatives of
thalassemia patients must be tested for carriers. Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Saudi
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Arabia also have similar systems.

World Migratory Bird Day is on 8th May
May 8, 2021 is World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) 2021, which helps to raise
global awareness of the threats faced by migratory birds, their ecological
importance and the need for international cooperation for protection. The first
WMBD was celebrated in 2006.
Highlights:
Organizers: "Convention on Migratory Species", "African-Eurasian Waterfowl
Agreement" (AEWA) and "Environment of the Americas" (EFTA). It focuses on
ecological importance and the need for international cooperation to protect them.
Celebrations include-organizing public events, such as bird festivals, educational
programs, etc.
All these activities can also be carried out at any time of the year, because these
countries or regions observe peak immigration at different times.
The second Saturday in May and the main day of the international celebrations in
October.
Theme: Sing, Fly, Soar Like a Bird

International Day of Argania is on 10th May
In 2021, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) proclaimed 10 May the
International Day of Argania. The resolution, submitted by Morocco, was once cosponsored through 113 member states of the United Nations and adopted by using
consensus. The argan tree with a name of Argania Spinosa is a native species of the
sub-Saharan place of Morocco, in the southwest of the country, which grows in arid
and semiarid areas.
Highlights:
The argan tree is generally a multipurpose tree that helps income generation,
increases resilience and improves climate adaptation, enjoying a very necessary
position in achieving the three dimensions of sustainable improvement economic,
social & environmental at the local level.
The sustainable argan production region contributes to the financial empowerment
and economic inclusion of neighborhood communities, particularly girls living in
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rural areas. Cooperatives are instrumental in merchandising local job possibilities
and can play an important function in contributing to food safety and in eradicating
poverty.
In 1998, the United Nations Educational Scientific & Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) detailed the endemic production region as the Arganeraie Biosphere
Reserve.
Also, all knowledge regarding the argan tree was inscribed on the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2014.
In December 2018, Food and Agricultural Organisation recognized the Arganbased agro-sylvo-pastoral machine as a Globally Important Agricultural Heritage
System inside the location of Ait Souab Ait Mansour in Morocco.
And finally, in 2021, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 10 May the
International Day of Argania.

National Technology Day is Designated on 11th May
In India, National Technology Day is celebrated on 11 May across India. This day
marks the efficaciously examined Shakti-I nuclear missile at the Pokhran Test
Range of the Indian Army in Rajasthan. Technology day will be focusing on
rebooting the financial system via Science and Technology. It also highlights the
achievements of our scientists and engineers in the area of science and technology
and encourages students to include Science as a career option.
Highlights:
Every year, National Technology Day is celebrated across India on 11 May to
memorize the anniversary of Shakti, the Pokhran nuclear check held on 11 May
1998. Shakti also is aware of as the Pokhran Nuclear Test was once the first nuclear
check code-named Smiling Buddha' used to be carried out in May 1974.
The second take look at was then performed as Pokhran II which used to be a
series of 5 tests of nuclear bomb explosions carried out by means of India at the
Pokhran Test Range of the Indian Army in May 1998. This operation administered
by late president and aerospace engineer Dr APJ Abdul Kalam. All these nuclear
checks advanced various sanctions in opposition to India by way of many
predominant countries, together with the United States and Japan. After the test,
India becomes a nuclear state for that reason making it the sixth united states of
America in the world that has joined the nations nuclear club.
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International Nurses Day is on 12th May
International Nurse Day is celebrated worldwide on 12th May each and every year.
This day is located to commemorate the delivery anniversary of Florence
Nightingale. She used to be also regarded as Lady with the Lamp. She used to be
the founder of current nursing and was once a British social reformer and
statistician.
Theme - Nurses: A Voice to Lead A vision for future healthcare'
Florence Nightingale was put in cost of nursing British and allied troopers in
Turkey at some stage in the Crimean War. She is famous for establishing the
Nightingale Nursing School, at St. Thomas' Hospital in London (opened 1860) in
order to formalize nursing education. She was the first female awarded the Order of
Merit (1907).

International Day of Families 15th May
Every year, May 15th is International Family Day. In 1993, the General Assembly
decided to designate May 15 every year as the "International Day of the Family."
Since 1994, May 15 is observed as Family Day.
About the day:
This day provides an opportunity to increase people's awareness of family-related
issues and increase their understanding of the social, economic & demographic
processes that affect families. The year 2020 marks the 25th anniversary year of the
Copenhagen Declaration, and the Beijing Platform for Action coincides with one of
the most challenging global health and social crises, the 2020 COVID-19
pandemic. The pandemic has become the focus of attention, investing in social
policies that protect the most vulnerable individuals and families.
Theme 2021: Families and New Technologies

World Telecommunication Day is on 17th May
World Telecommunications & Information Society Day is celebrated world wide
on May 17 annually. This day is the anniversary of the signing of the first
"International Telegraph Convention" and the founding of the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU).
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Highlights:
Since 1969, World Telecommunications and Information Society Day has been
celebrated every year. This day is celebrated to commemorate the establishment of
the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) on May 7, 1865. On this day, the
1st international telegraph convention was signed in Paris.
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is the United Nations (UN)
information and communication technology specialized agency. It was established
in 1865 to promote international connectivity in communication networks. They
allocate global radio spectrum and satellite orbits, formulate technical standards to
ensure the seamless interconnection of networks and technologies, and strive to
improve the global community's access to low-level services. ICT access. The
headquarters is in Geneva, Switzerland and ITU is also the oldest of all the UN
Specialized Agencies.
Theme: Accelerating digital transformation in challenging times

World Hypertension Day is on 17th May
Every year, May 17th is World Hypertension Day (WHD). During the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, it is very important to check your health. Don't ignore high
blood pressure or headaches. High blood pressure can cause a serious health crisis.
It is necessary to raise awareness of hypertension, its etiology and prevention
Highlights:
Every year on May 17, the World Hypertension League (WHL) will hold a
celebration to spread people's awareness of hypertension and its prevention,
detection and control. The main risk factor for cardiovascular disease is
hypertension. WHD was first launched in May 2005. Fundamentally, it is a
hypertensive disease that can cause various health problems, such as heart disease
and stroke. In hypertension, the force on the arteries is high, and there are usually
no signs or symptoms. This day encourages people of all countries to prevent and
control. Hypertension is called as the silent killer, a modern epidemic.
Theme of the year is Measure Your Blood Pressure Accurately, Control It, Live
Longer

UN Road Safety Week is on 17th May
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The 6th United Nations (UN) Global Road Safety Week is being held from 17 May
to 23 May 2021. The theme of the Road Safety week is speed, focusing on Streets
for Life.
Highlights:
The full theme of the United Nations is "Life Street #Love30". Low-speed streets
will save lives & are the heart of the community. The limit of 30 km/h is that the
mixture of people and traffic constitutes healthy, green and livable streets, in other
words, the streets of life.
Driving is unpredictable. If an unexpected situation occurs on the road ahead (such
as a child getting off between parked cars), the speed of the driver will determine
whether they can park in time, and if they cannot park, how hard they will try to
stop. Will hit.
However, new vehicles are more powerful than ever and can reach high speeds
quickly. Movies, TV shows and advertisements often attract and encourage fast
driving. All of us live a busy life. In order to save time, we have a temptation to
speed up, and in fact we may pay for it.

National Dengue Day is on 16th May
In India, May 16th is National Dengue Fever Day every year. The day is an
initiative of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare to raise awareness of
dengue fever and its preventive measures before the spreading season begins, and
to prepare for the control of vector-borne diseases.
About Dengue:
Dengue fever is spread through the bite of a female mosquito (Aedes aegypti).
Dengue is a mosquito-borne disease caused by four different serotypes of dengue
virus: DEN-1, DEN-2, DEN-3 and DEN-4. Dengue fever, transmitted by Aedes
albopictus mosquitoes, can cause flu-like illnesses, such as severe muscle pain and
nausea, and can lead to death if not treated properly.

World AIDS Vaccine Day is on 18th May
Every year, May 18th is World AIDS Vaccine Day, also known as HIV (Human
Immunodeficiency Virus) Vaccine Awareness Day. Commemorate this day to
commemorate the thousands of volunteers, health professionals, community leaders
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and scientists who jointly developed the AIDS (Acquired Immunity Deficiency
Syndrome) vaccine.
Highlights:
The concept of the AIDS vaccine originated from the then US President Bill
Clinton's speech at Morgan State University on May 18, 1997.
Currently, there is no licensed AIDS vaccine on the market. However, there are
medical methods. It is recommended to use high-efficiency antiretroviral therapy
(HAART) to control HIV infection. However, HAART must be used for life.
The HIV virus mainly attacks the body's immune system. World AIDS Day is
celebrated on 1st December 1 annually. HIV Vaccine Trial Network: a non-profit
organization that connects doctors and scientists to conduct clinical trials of HIV
vaccines. South Africa AIDS Vaccine Initiative: established by the South African
government.
As of 2017, the total number of HIV patients in India was 2.14 million. However,
the number of HIV cases in India has been declining. Between 1995 and 2017, the
number of HIV cases in India fell by 85%.
Theme: Global Solidarity.

International Museum Day is on 18th May
International Museum Day is celebrated on May 18 each year to raise people's
awareness of the following facts: Museums are an important means of cultural
exchange, enriching the culture and developing mutual understanding, cooperation
and peace among peoples of all countries.
Highlights:
International Museum Day (IMD) was created in 1977 by the International Council
of Museums (ICOM). ICOM is the main and only organization of museums and
museum professionals with global influence, dedicated to the promotion and
protection of natural and cultural heritage, both tangible and intangible, now and in
the future. It was founded in 1946 and is headquartered in Paris, France.
Theme: The Future of Museums: Recover and Reimagine

International Day of Light is on 16th May
Every year, UNESCO and several other international organizations celebrate the
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International Day of Light on May 16. This day celebrates the role of light in
science, art, culture, education and sustainable development.
Highlights:
The International Day of Light was celebrated on May 16, because the physicist
Theodore Maiman performed the first successful laser operation on May 16, 1960.
Photonic technology has a major impact on the world economy. This includes a
market of 600 billion euros. Between 2005 and 2011, the growth of photonics
doubled.
Radio waves and gamma rays provide insights into the origin of the universe.
Moreover, research such as nanophotonics and quantum optics has stimulated new
fundamental discoveries.
The industry with photonics is the main driving force of the economy. From
providing better visual effects to the functions of smartphones, photonics plays an
important role. On the one hand, lighting technology is growing at a faster rate.

May 16th is the International Day of Living Together in Peace
Every year, the United Nations and various other organisations around the world
commemorate the International Day of Living Together in Peace.
About International Day of Living Together in Peace:
The day is commemorated in order to promote worldwide cooperation and respect
for human rights and freedom for all people, regardless of race, gender, religion, or
language.
The International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for Children was
declared by the United Nations from 2001 to 2010.
The International Day of Living Together in Peace was created to protect future
generations from the effects of war.
The United Nations declared the year 2000 as the International Year of Peace
Culture in 1997.
The United Nations passed a resolution titled "Declaration and Programme of
Action on a Culture of Peace" in 1999. It acts as a universal call to foster a culture
of nonviolence and peace.

International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia 17th May
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The International Day towards Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia,
IDAHOTB is observed on May 17 every year. The day is marked to enlarge
awareness about LGBT rights violations. Also, it goals to stimulate interest in
LGBT rights work worldwide.
Highlights:
Homophobia: It is disliked towards gay people
Transphobia: It is the dislike in opposition to the transgender people
Biphobia: It is the dislike in opposition to the bisexual people
IDAHOTB: It was in the beginning known as the International Day in opposition
to Homophobia. It used to be first located in 2005.
Louis-Georges Tin is the founder of International Day towards Homophobia,
Transphobia and Biphobia.
The Declaration of Montreal was adopted in 2006. It demanded the United Nations
realise IDAHOTB.
It used to be on May 17, 1990, homosexuality was once removed from the
International Classification of Diseases of the World Health Organisation.
International Classification of Diseases is a classification of the fitness care system.
It provides diagnostic codes to classify disease. This includes symptoms, signs,
unusual findings, exterior causes.
The day objectives to enlarge focus against discrimination, violence and repression
of LGBT communities worldwide.
Taiwan was the first country in Asia to legally realize same-sex marriage.
IDAHOTB has been regarded in very few countries such as Spain, European Union
Parliament, Portugal, Belgium, Mexico, UK, Netherlands, Venezuela, Luxembourg,
Croatia, Costa Rica.
Around sixty-nine nations criminalise bisexual individuals, gays, lesbians. In extra
than twenty-six countries, transgender persons are subjected to punishments. Also,
they are at threat of violence.

World Bee Day is on 20th May
The United Nations has designated May 20 as "World Bee Day." Theme of the year
2020 is Bee engaged: Build Back Better for Bees.
Highlights:
Bee day is celebrated to create awareness of the importance of pollinators and the
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threats they face and their contribution to sustainable development. The main aim is
to strengthen measures aimed at protecting bees and other pollinators, which will
greatly help solve problems related to global food supply and eliminate hunger in
developing countries.

National Anti-Terrorism Day is on 21st May
Every year on May 21st, India celebrates "National Anti-Terrorism Day." The
anniversary is the anniversary of the death of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.
Highlights:
Rajiv Gandhi is the 6th prime minister of the country India. He served as prime
minister of the country from 1984 to 1989. In May 1991, he was assassinated in
Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu.
The purpose of National Anti-Terrorism Day is to raise people's awareness of
terrorism and its impact on human society. This day also spread the message of
peace and mankind.
Rajiv Gandhi's mother, the former prime minister of India, Indira Gandhi, became
prime minister after being assassinated.
Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated while running for a Lok Shaba candidate for the
Assassin Sriperumbudur. He was killed in a bomb explosion. The Supreme Court
confirmed that Mr. Gandhi was killed by the LTTE organization. India will send
Indian peacekeeping forces to Sri Lanka to curb the activities of the LTTE.

International Tea Day is on 21st May
The first International Tea Day was designated by the United Nations General
Assembly in December 2019 on May 21, 2020.
Highlights:
The United Nations General Assembly called on the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO is an agency of the United Nations) to take the lead for
observing this day.
The reason for choosing May 21 is that the tea production season in most tea
producing countries starts in May.
Tea is a beverage made from the camellia plant. Tea is recognized as the most
consumed beverage in the world after water.
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Origin: It is believed that tea originated in northeastern India, northern Myanmar
and southwest China, but the exact location of the plant's initial growth is unclear.
There is evidence that China has consumed tea 5,000 years ago.
FAO has designated 4 tea plantations in China, South Korea and Japan as
important global agricultural heritage systems.
- China - Pu'er Traditional Tea Agrosystem
- China - Fuzhou Jasmine and Tea Culture System
- Japan - Traditional Tea-grass Integrated System
- Korea - Traditional Hadong Tea Agrosystem, Hwagae-myeon

World Cultural Diversity Day for Dialogue & Development is Designated on
21st May
The World Cultural Diversity Day for Dialogue and Development is held each and
every year on the day of 21st May.
Highlights:
The purpose of the cultural diversity day is to deepen the understanding of the
value of cultural diversity & promote the four goals of the UNESCO Convention on
the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions:
Achieving a balanced flow of cultural products & services, and increase the
mobility of artists and also cultural professionals
Incorporating culture into the sustainable development framework
Promote human rights and fundamental freedoms
A sustainable governance system that supports culture
In 2001, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) adopted the "World Declaration of Cultural Diversity" due to the
destruction of Bamiyan's Buddha statue in Afghanistan in 2001.
In December 2002, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) Resolution
57/249 proclaimed May 21 as the "World Cultural Diversity Day for Dialogue and
Development"

World Metrology Day is on 20th May
Every year on May 20th, World Metrology Day is held all over the world.
Highlights:
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On this day, many countries have carried out international cooperation to raise
people's awareness of metrology and its progress in their respective fields. The
theme of World Metrology Day in 2021 is health metrology. The purpose of
choosing this topic is to make people realize the important role of measurement in
health and thus play an important role in the well-being of each of us. World
Metrology Day is an annual celebration of the signing of the Metrology Convention
on May 20, 1875 by representatives of 17 countries/regions in Paris, France. The
World Metrology Day project is jointly implemented by the International
Organization for Legal Metrology (OIML) and the International Bureau and the
Bureau of Physical Measurement (BIPM).

International Day for Biological Diversity is on 22 May
The United Nations celebrates International Biodiversity Day on May 22 every year
to raise people's awareness of the substantial reduction in biodiversity caused by
certain human activities.
Highlights:
Biodiversity includes a variety of plants, animals, and microorganisms, including
genetic differences within each species, such as genetic differences between crop
varieties and livestock varieties.
The theme of the year 2021 is "We are part of the solution". The choice of this
slogan is a continuation of the overall momentum of last year's theme "Our
solutions in nature", which reminds people that biodiversity is still the answer to
several sustainable development challenges.

International Day to End Obstetric Fistula is on 23 May
Since 2013, May 23 is the United Nations International Ending Obstetric Fistula
Day to promote the treatment and prevention of obstetric fistula. This situation
affects many girls and women during childbirth in developing countries.
Observing that this day can greatly raise people's awareness, and strengthen actions
to end obstetric fistula, and urge postoperative follow-up and follow-up of patients
with fistula. Obstetric fistula is one of the most serious tragic injuries during
childbirth.
In 2003, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and its partners launched
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the "Global Campaign to Prevent Fistula Disease", a collaborative initiative to
prevent fistula disease and restore the health of those affected by the disease. The
date was officially recognized in 2012.
Theme: Women's rights are human rights! End fistula now!

World Turtle Day is on 23rd May
World Turtle Day was celebrated on May 23, 2021. It is discovered to raise
awareness among humans about turtle & tortoise and their habitats. Celebration of
the day is subsidized by way of a non-profit enterprise American Tortoise Rescue
(ATR) since 2000.
Highlights:
World Turtle Day is celebrated each and every year on May 23 with the goal of
bringing interest to turtles and tortoise barring growing understanding and
recognize for them. This day also encourages human action to help the turtles and
tortoise live to tell the tale and thrive. The day is considered amongst most
tremendous of species consciousness days which will increase search for statistics
on turtles online.
American Tortoise Rescue which used to be founded in 1990 is the founding
sponsor of World Turtle Day. However, WORLD TURTLE DAY time period was
trademarked by means of Susan Tellem.
They are reptiles, characterised with the aid of a bony or cartilaginous shell or a
carapace that developed from their ribs. Shell acts as a shield. Earliest recognized
members of turtle dates back to Middle Jurassic. Thus, they are the oldest reptile
organizations even older than snakes or crocodiles. They are land-dwellers as
properly as amphibians. Largest sea turtle is Leatherback turtle.
Tortoises: They are reptile species from family Testudinidae. They are
extraordinary from turtles as they are solely land-dwelling. They also have a shell
for safety from predation and different threats.

World Thyroid Day is on 25th May
World Thyroid Day is found globally on 25 May each year. The foremost purpose
of the WTD is to aware of the significance of Thyroid and the prevention and
treatment of thyroid diseases.

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

Highlights:
World Thyroid day is established in 2008 as a part of the marketing campaign led
by way of the European Thyroid Association (ETA) and the American Thyroid
Association (ATA) followed through the Latin American Thyroid Society (LATS)
and Asia Oceania Thyroid Association (AOTA) to commemorate the sufferers with
Thyroid illnesses and doctors and medical practitioner who treat them.
The thyroid gland is butterfly-shaped in the throat that produces T3 (Thyroxine)
and T4 (Triiodothyronine) and maintained with the aid of the Thyroid-stimulating
hormone (TSH). It regulates the metabolism of the physique and abnormalities in
this can also reason dysfunction in body systems.
The limit in thyroid hormone reasons hypothyroidism (sudden weight gain) and the
extent in thyroid hormone causes hyperthyroidism. Maintaining proper iodine level
in the weight loss plan and limiting the usage of uncooked goitrogenic greens will
help in warding off thyroid diseases.

World Hunger Day is on 28th May
Every May 28th, World Hunger Day is celebrated globally. The goal of this day is
to raise awareness of more than 820 million chronically hungry people worldwide.
Highlights:
Since 2011, people have observed that it is not only necessary to spread awareness
of chronic hunger, but also to tackle hunger and poverty through sustainable causes.
The initiative recognizes the urgent need to save nearly a quarter of the 1 billion
people from malnutrition and chronic hunger.
The need to provide outreach services on a global scale for the distribution of food
during the pandemic is considered to be the primary task of saving those who were
vulnerable even before the pandemic.
World Hunger Day is an initiative initiated by The Hunger Project, which was first
launched in 2011. This year is the 11th annual World Hunger Day, looking at the
issue of hunger as a whole. India positioned in 94th place out of 107 countries in
the 2020 Global Hunger Index.

International Womens Health Action Day is on 28th May
Since 1987, the International Women's Health Action Day has been celebrated on
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May 28 every year to raise awareness of issues related to women's health and wellbeing. The Latin American and Caribbean Women's Health Network (LACWHN)
and Women's Global Reproductive Rights Network (WGNRR) launched the day.
Year after year, women, girls, advocates and allies continue to act and defend the
essence of sexual and reproductive rights: this is an inalienable and inalienable part
of our human rights.

Vesak Day is on 26th May
Vesak Day 2021 will be held on May 26th all over the world. Vesak Day, the full
moon day is the holiest day for Buddhists in the world.
Highlights:
On this day, Buddha Shakyamuni became enlightened. The United Nations
commemorates this day every year.
The United Nations has been celebrating this day since 2000. The resolution for
celebrating Vesak day was passed in the year 1999.
The International Vesak Summit is being organized since 2004. Held in Vietnam
in 2019. Till now, the summit has been held 11 times in Thailand, 3 times in
Vietnam, and 1 time in Sri Lanka.
In 1950, the World Buddhist Association held in Sri Lanka officially confirmed the
decision to celebrate Vesak Day as the birthday of the Buddha for the first time.
Buddhist leaders from many countries attended the meeting.

International Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Non-Self-Governing
Territories
The United Nations is celebrating the "International Week of Solidarity with the
Peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories" from May 25 to 31, 2021.
Highlights:
A Non-Self-Governing Territory is one where people have not attained a full
measure of self-government, according to the UN Charter.
In 1946, UN Member States identified a number of non-self-governing territories
under their administration and placed them on the UN list.
The country that administers Non-Self-Governing Territories is called the
administering powers.
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However, due to the decolonization process, some territories were removed from
the list.

International Day of UN Peacekeepers is on 29th May
May 29 will be the International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers. On May 29,
1948, the first United Nations peacekeeping mission was established when the
Security Council authorized a small number of United Nations military observers in
the Middle East.
Highlights:
United Nations peacekeeping is a joint effort between the Department of Peace
Operations and the Department of Operations Support. The Security Council
authorizes every peacekeeping mission.
The financial resources of UN peacekeeping operations are the collective
responsibility of UN member states. According to the "United Nations Charter",
each member state has a legal obligation to pay its share of peacekeeping.
United Nations peacekeepers (commonly called "blue berets" or "blue helmets"
because of their light blue berets or helmets) can include soldiers, police officers,
and civilian personnel. Peacekeeping forces are provided voluntarily by the
Member States.

Menstrual Hygiene Day is on 28th May
Every year, May 28th is World Menstrual Health Day. The day was marked on a
global scale to resolve social stigma and raise awareness of maintaining menstrual
hygiene. Theme: Action and Investment in Menstrual Hygiene and Health.
Highlights:
Menstrual Hygiene Day is a global movement aimed at normalizing menstruation.
It was initiated by the German non-profit organization "WASH United", which is
also the international coordinator for this day.
It was first launched in 2014. Menstrual Health Day is a global advocacy platform
that brings together the voices and actions of individuals, government agencies, nonprofit organizations, the private sector and the media in promoting menstrual health
and hygiene for women and girls.
Menstrual Health Day is a global publicity platform that brings together
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individuals, government agencies, non-profit organizations, the private sector & the
media to promote good menstrual health and healthy menstrual period voices and
actions on a global scale.
This day aims to get rid of the taboos related to menstruation, break the silence,
and change harmful social norms.

International Everest Day is on 29th May
May 29 is the International Mount Everest Day. Tenzing Norgay of Nepal and
Edmund Hillary of New Zealand climbed Mt.
Highlights:
On this day in 1953, Mount Everest became the first human to achieve this feat.
Nepal decided to make the 2008 International Mount Everest Remembrance Day an
International Mountaineering Festival, and the legendary climber Hillary passed
away. Everest Day commemorates the first summit on May 29 every year. In 1953,
Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay Sherpa climbed Mount Everest. This day
is celebrated with commemorations, parades and special events in Kathmandu and
the Everest region.

World Digestive Health Day is on 29th May
Every year, May 29th is World Digestive Health Day (WDHD). It cooperates with
the World Gastroenterology Organization (WGO) and the WGO Foundation
(WGOF).
Highlights:
Every year, we will focus on specific digestive system diseases and diseases to
improve the public's awareness of the disease and disease prevention, epidemic,
diagnosis, management, and treatment. World Digestive Health Day was launched
in 2004 to commemorate the 45th anniversary of the establishment of the World
Gastroenterology Organization. The organization has more than 100 member
associations and 50,000 individual members worldwide.
Theme: Obesity: An Ongoing Pandemic

Amnesty International Day is on 28th May
Amnesty International Day is set on May 28 every year because this NGO was
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established in London in 1961.
Highlights:
Amnesty International was established in London on May 28, 1961, when lawyer
Peter Benenson published an article "The Forgotten Prisoner" in the British
"Observer." Amnesty International is recognized as a non-governmental
organization dedicated to the protection of human rights. It strives to prevent
human rights violations, fight for justice for those whose rights have been violated,
and lobby the government to expand and enforce the protection of human rights in
international law and other influential groups, and promote their Infringement. The
organization won the 1977 Nobel Peace Prize for "defending human dignity from
torture", and in 1978 it won the United Nations Human Rights Award.

World No Tobacco Day is on 31st May
Each and Every year on May 31, the World Health Organization (WHO) and global
partners celebrate World No Tobacco Day (WNTD).
Highlights:
The annual campaign targets to raise awareness of the harmful and deadly effects
of tobacco use and secondhand smoke exposure and prevent the opportunity to use
tobacco in any form.
The theme of this year's 2021 WNTD is "Commitment to Quit Smoking". This
annual celebration educates the public about the dangers of tobacco use, the
business practices of tobacco companies, the work of WHO to combat the tobacco
epidemic, and what measures people around the world can take to claim their right
to health and healthy life protect future generations.
The WHO (World Health Organization) passed a resolution on May 15, 1987,
calling for April 7, 1988, to be the first World No Tobacco Day.
Then on May 17, 1989, the World Health Organization passed a resolution calling
for May 31 each year as World No Tobacco Day. Since 1989, May 31st has been
World No Tobacco Day every year.
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BOOKS & AUTHORS
Shakoor Rather Wrote A Book Called Life In The Clock Tower Valley
Shakoor Rather, a journalist for the Press Trust of India (PTI), has written his first
novel, "Life in the Clock Tower Valley."
Highlights:
The book, published by "Speaking Tiger", tells the primitive past of Kashmir, the
painful present and the eternally uncertain future.
It also contains historical and political knowledge about Kashmir, as well as rarely
discussed environmental issues.
Apart from discussing various aspects of life in the Valley, the author goes into
great detail on how different characters appear in its streets during different
seasons: life-size scarecrows during summers to frighten the unrelenting birds
flying over the paddy fields, and the ceremonial snowmen that thrill the
neighbourhood children celebrating the much-anticipated snowfall.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
MoU between India and the UK
The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Migration and Mobility
Partnership between United Kingdom and the India has been approved by the
Cabinet.
Highlights:
The Memorandum of Understanding aims to liberalise visa issuance, promote
student, scholar, and qualified professional mobility, and enhance bilateral
cooperation on issues such as irregular migration and human trafficking.
The MoU would support Indian students, scholars, and researchers, as well as
those willing to contribute to the economic growth of both countries through
various ventures, regardless of caste, creed, religion, or gender.
By promoting the free flow of talent, this MoU will help both countries' innovation
ecosystems.

The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) and the Qatar
Financial Centre Authority (QFCA) have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding
The signing of an MoU between the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI) and the Qatar Financial Centre Authority (QFCA) has been approved by the
Union Cabinet.
Highlights:
The MoU will reinforce collaboration between the Institutes in order to strengthen
Qatar's accounting profession and entrepreneurial base.
The ICAI has an active Chapter in Doha, Qatar, which was established in 1981 and
is the oldest of the ICAI's 36 international Chapters.
The ICAI Chapter in Qatar (Doha) is one of the most active.
About Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI)
Under The Chartered Accountants Act, 1949 it was established as statutory body.
Objective: To govern the Chartered Accountancy profession in India.

Ministry of Tribal Affairs and Microsoft Signed MoU
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The memorandum of understanding was signed by the Ministry of Education and
Microsoft to digitally transform tribal schools, especially Eklavya Model
Residential School (EMRS) and Ashram School.
Highlights:
Microsoft will make AI curriculum accessible to tribal students in both English and
Hindi at all EMRS schools under the Ministry as part of an affirmative action
programme to train educators and students in next-generation technologies such as
Artificial Intelligence.
The aim of the programme is to bridge the gap between tribal students and other
students in this area.
Teachers in Indian states will receive phased training to use productivity
technologies such as Office 365 and AI applications in their teaching, helping them
to provide students with a deliver blended or remote learning experiences in a more
personalized, efficient and safe manner.
Students will be mentored on projects involving AI for social benefit and the
United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Students will also be educated and exposed to gamified Minecraft environments to
aid in the development of design thinking skills.
Microsoft will collaborate with Ministry-affiliated schools to accelerate digital
transformation.
The school will be provided with the technology, training and tools needed to
transform it into a Microsoft Showcase school.

Agreement Between Tehran and International Atomic Energy Agency
Iran stated that a three-month monitoring agreement between Tehran and the IAEA
had expired, and that the IAEA's access to images from inside some Iranian nuclear
sites would be terminated. Iran had started up advanced uranium enrichment
centrifuges, in violation of its commitments under a troubled 2015 nuclear deal, just
days after the start of talks to save the deal.
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA):
Mandatory: To serve as the world's central intergovernmental forum for nuclearrelated scientific and technical cooperation.
It works to make nuclear science and technology safe, secure, and peaceful.
It was founded as an autonomous organisation by its own international Treaty, the
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IAEA Statute, but it reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and
Security Council.
Headquarters are in Vienna, Austria
The IAEA has 173 member countries.
Most of the UN member states and the Holy See are members of the International
Atomic Energy Agency.
It also won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2005.
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INDEX / LIST
Purchasing Managers Index in April
In April 2021, the seasonally adjusted IHS Markit India Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers' Index (PMI) was 55.5, unchanged from the previous month's reading of
55.4.
Highlights:
It is a survey-based metric that inquires about changes in respondents' perceptions
of key market variables over the previous month.
The PMI's goal is to provide company decision makers, analysts, and investors
with knowledge about current and future market conditions.
It is measured separately for the manufacturing and services sectors before being
combined to form a composite index.
The PMI is a scale that ranges from 0 to 100.
A score of more than 50 indicates expansion, while a score of less than 50
indicates contraction.
A reading of 50 means that nothing has changed.
When the previous month's PMI is higher than the current month's PMI, it
indicates that the economy is contracting.
It is normally published at the beginning of each month. As a result, it is regarded
as a good leading indicator of economic activity.
IHS Markit compiles PMI for more than 40 economies around the world.
PMI assists in making informed decisions at an earlier level since official data on
industrial production, manufacturing, and Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth
comes far later.
It differs from the Index of Industrial Production (IIP), which measures the level of
economic activity.

Global Report on Food Crises by GNAFC
The Global Anti-Food Crisis Network (GNAFC) released the "2021 Global Food
Crisis Report". GNAFC is an international alliance composed of the European
Union, the United Nations, and other governmental and non-governmental
organizations.
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Highlights:
According to the report, the economic crisis is the main reason for pushing 40
million people into hunger in 2020. Compared with 2019, this number has
increased by 24 million people.
Conflicts related to COVID-19, extreme weather and economic shocks are pushing
millions of people into food insecurity.
According to the report, by 2020, more than 155 million people will experience
severe food insecurity. Compared with 2019, this number has increased by 20
million. Among them, 133,000 people are in the most serious period of food
insecurity. They are mainly from Burkina Faso, Yemen and South Sudan.
By 2020, more than 28 million poplars will face emergency-level food insecurity.
The emergency level means they are only one step away from starvation. Urgent
action to prevent the spread of famine.
Between 2016 and 2020, the population affected by using food insecurity had
improved from 94million to 147 million.
Around 75 million Children have been stunted globally and 15 million were
wasted. Two out of three people dealing with food insecurity have been from
African continent.
Africa is the most affected continent because of food shortages. More than 63% of
global food scarcity instances are from Africa. Zimbabwe and Haiti had been hit by
using climate issues that affected meals protection of 15 million people.

India Largest Recipient Of Remittances In 2020 World Bank Report
India was the biggest recipient of remittances in 2020, as per the report, Migration
and Development Brief released with the aid of the World Bank.
Highlights:
India has been the largest recipient of remittances because 2008. However, the
remittance acquired via India in 2020 was over USD eighty-three billion, which is a
drop of 0.2 % from 2019 (USD 83.3 billion). Globally, the remittance drift used to
be USD 540 billion in 2020, which is 1.9% decrease as in contrast to that of 2019,
when it was USD 548 billion.
The pinnacle 5 remittance recipient nations in 2020, in present day US greenback
terms, have been India, China, Mexico, the Philippines, and Egypt.
The pinnacle five recipients in 2020, as a share of gross domestic product (GDP),

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

were, by way of contrast, smaller economies: Tonga, Lebanon, Kyrgyz Republic,
Tajikistan, and El Salvador.
The greatest remittance-sending country in 2020 used to be United States (USD68
billion).
It was once followed by using the UAE (USD43 billion), Saudi Arabia (USD34.5
billion), Switzerland (USD27.9 billion), Germany (USD22 billion), and China
(USD18 billion).
From India, the Remittances outflow in 2020 was once USD 7 billion, towards
USD 7.5 billion in 2019.

WPI of April 2021 - Wholesale Price Index
The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade lately released
Wholesale Price in India for the month of April 2021. The WPI for the month of
April 2021 stood at 128.1. The base year in calculating WPI is constant as 2011-12.
Highlights:
The annual fee of inflation for the month of April 2021 was once 10.49%
The inflation fee is excessive in the month commonly because of charge rise in
crude petroleum which in turn extended the fees of petrol and diesel in the country.
Also, the price rise is due to expand in cost of manufactured foods.
There are three principal agencies of commodities that are used in calculating the
fee of inflation. They are primary articles, manufactured products and gas and
power.
Primary Articles:
The weight of major articles in WPI is 22.62%.
The index of this crew increased via 3.83%.
The costs of minerals elevated by means of 6.6%
The prices of Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas elevated through 4.8%
The expenses of meals articles elevated through 3.84%
The price of non-food articles extended by 2.65%
The above will increase are in evaluation with the month of March.
Fuel and Power:
The weight of gasoline and electricity is 13.15%
The index of this group lowered through 1%
The expenses of coals reduced by way of 0.32%
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The prices of Mineral oil diminished through 0.29%
The fees of electrical energy diminished via 4.96%
Manufactured products:
The weight of manufactured items is 64.23%
The index of this crew extended through 1.65%.
The expand in this class used to be in most cases contributed with the aid of food
products, fundamental metals, chemicals, textiles, plastic and rubber products.
WPI Food Index: The WPI Food index consists of meals merchandise from
manufactured products team and meals articles from major articles group. The WPI
Food Index elevated from 153.4 in March 2021 to 158.9 in April 2021. The expand
rate in April is 7.58% and that of March is 5.28%

Annual Report of Reserve Bank of India
The Reserve Bank released the annual report. It emphasized that "the quality of the
bank's assets and its readiness need to be closely monitored to ensure that reserves
increase in the next few quarters.
Highlights:
The Reserve Bank of India, early in its semi-annual financial stability report,
sometimes emphasized that by September 2021, under benchmark pressure, banks'
non-performing loan ratio may rise to 13.5%.
In its report, the Reserve Bank of India warned: "Banks as lenders will have to
provide real non-performing loans. After the Supreme Court (SC) lifted the
moratorium on the classification of non-performing assets in March 2021.
According to it, all loan accounts suspended between March and August 2020 will
be exempt from compound interest, which will pressure the bank's financial
situation.
The bank's total net non-performing assets ratio fell from 8.2% in March 2020 to
6.8% in December 2020.
The Bank's Provision Coverage Ratio (PCR) increased from 66.6% in March 2020
to 75.5% in December 2020. This was due to banks' careful provision of higher
than required provisions during the suspension and restructuring of regulatory
requirements. Provisions.
By December 2020, the bank's capital-to-risk-weighted asset ratio (CRAR) has
increased to 15.9%, from 14.8% in March.
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The total net non-performing assets of non-bank financial institutions increased
from 6.8% in March to 5.7% in December 2020. The capital adequacy ratio of
NBFC increased from 24.8% in December 2020 to 23.7% in March.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When is State day of Maharashtra celebrated?
A.May 1
B.May 5
C.May 10
D.May 15

Answer A
Explanation May 1st of each year is Maharashtra State Memorial Day to commemorate the
establishment of Maharashtra State. It was established on May 1, 1960.

2) World Laughter Day is celebrated on _____________
A.First Sunday of May
B.Second Sunday of May
C.Third Sunday of May
D.Last Sunday of May

Answer A
Explanation World Laughter Day is celebrated on the 1st Sunday of May every year to spread
happiness around the world. In 2021, the day falls on 2nd May.

3) ____________ produced the first COVID-19 vaccine for animals.
A.India
B.Russia
C.China
D.Germany

Answer B
Explanation Russia produced the first COVID-19 vaccine for animals. The name of the vaccine
is Carnivac-Cov. The World Health Organization recently confirmed the possibility of spreading
the virus between humans and the virus.
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4) When was International Workers Day observed?
A.May 1
B.April 1
C.March 1
D.June 1

Answer A
Explanation May 1 of each year is called International Labor Day, also known as May 1 Labor
Day, International Workers' Day or Labor Day around the world.

5) Where was Worlds Oldest Water found?
A.Paris
B.London
C.Canada
D.India

Answer C
Explanation In 2019, Dr. Barbara Sherwood Lollar, a geologist and earth science professor at the
University of Toronto, won the Gerhard Herzberg Canada Gold Award for Science and
Engineering, the highest science prize for his discovery of the worlds oldest water, worth 1
million Canadian dollars

6) Which of the following vaccine is from Russia?
A.Covaxin
B.Sputnik V
C.Covishield
D.None

Answer B
Explanation Sputnik V (Russian: V) is a viral vector vaccine for COVID-19 developed by the
Gamaleya Research Institute of Epidemiology and Microbiology.

7) Tianhe is the largest spacecraft developed by ______________.
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A.China
B.India
C.Japan
D.Russia

Answer A
Explanation Tianhe is the largest spacecraft developed by China.The space station will be Tshaped, with the core module in the center and the laboratory compartments on each side.The
station will operate in low earth orbit from 340 km to 450 km.

8) When NATO conducted its first military exercise?
A.1950
B.1952
C.1954
D.1956

Answer A
Explanation NATO is North Atlantic Treaty Organisation. It is a military alliance made up of
thirty countries from North America and Europe.In 1952, NATO conducted its first military
exercise.The Soviet Union signed the Warsaw Pact to fight NATO.

9) In which year Maharashtra was established?
A.1960
B.1905
C.1950
D.1976

Answer A
Explanation May 1st of each year is Maharashtra State Memorial Day to commemorate the
establishment of Maharashtra State. It was established on May 1, 1960.

10) When was World Press Freedom Day observed?
A.May 3
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B.May 4
C.May 5
D.May 6

Answer A
Explanation May 3 is World Press Freedom Day to celebrate the basic principles of press
freedom and defend the media from the attacks on its independence every year.World Press
Freedom Day is also known as World Press Day. This day also pays tribute to the reporters who
lost their lives.

11) When was World Asthma Day observed in 2021?
A.May 4
B.April 4
C.May 7
D.April 7

Answer A
Explanation Every year, the Global Asthma Initiative organizes World Asthma Day. It aims to
increase people's awareness of asthma. The first Tuesday of May every year is this day. In 2021,
the day is celebrated on 4th May.

12) In Which year World Press Freedom Day was proclaimed?
A.1995
B.1993
C.1991
D.1989

Answer B
Explanation In December 1993, in accordance with the recommendations of the UNESCO
General Assembly, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed World Press Freedom Day.
This day reminded governments of all countries to respect their commitment to press freedom.

13) When was Global Asthma Initiative launched?
A.1993
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B.1995
C.1997
D.1999

Answer A
Explanation The Global Asthma Initiative was launched in 1993 in cooperation with the World
Health Organization, the National Institutes of Health, and the National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute. It provides medical guidelines based on which public health officials and health workers
are spread worldwide.

14) When was World Tuna Day celebrated?
A.March 2
B.April 2
C.May 2
D.June 2

Answer C
Explanation The United Nations commemorates World Tuna Day every year to spread the
importance of protecting tuna fish. Tuna and tuna-like species have important economic
significance for both developing and developed countries.

15) In Which year first World Asthma Day was celebrated?
A.1996
B.1998
C.2000
D.2002

Answer B
Explanation In 1998, the first World Asthma Day was celebrated in more than 35
countries/regions. During the World Asthma Congress in Spain and Barcelona, the first World
Asthma Day was celebrated.

16) When was UN passed resolution for World Tuna Day?
A.2016
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B.2015
C.2014
D.2013

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations (UN) passed a resolution in 2016 that will usher in World Tuna
Day from 2017. The purpose of this day is to prevent the tuna population from collapsing.Several
countries rely on tuna resources for nutrition and food security, income, livelihoods,
entertainment, and economic development.

17) Paul Allen established Stratolaunch in the year ____________.
A.2015
B.2013
C.2011
D.2009

Answer C
Explanation Paul Allen established Stratolaunch in the year 2011. He was a co-founder of
Microsoft. Stratolaunch is developing a reusable hypersonic flight vehicle that shall be used to
launch satellites.

18) Litani river is an important source of water in _____________ Lebanon.
A.southern
B.northern
C.western
D.eastern

Answer A
Explanation Litani river is an important source of water in southern Lebanon. The Litani Dam
was built in 1959 for irrigation and hydropower projects. It rises in the Beqaa valley and empties
in the Mediterranean.

19) Xylophis Deepaki, a tiny snake with iridescent scales that is only
_______________ long.
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A.20 cm
B.10 cm
C.15 cm
D.12 cm

Answer A
Explanation Xylophis Deepaki, a tiny snake with iridescent scales that is only 20 cm long, has
been added to the list. It was discovered in a coconut plantation in Kanyakumari for the first time.

20) _____________ was the first foreign customer for the P-8I, which is based
on the Boeing 737 commercial aircraft.
A.India
B.China
C.Russia
D.Japan

Answer A
Explanation The six aircraft will be equipped with encrypted systems after India and the US
signed the Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA) foundational
agreement.India was the first foreign customer for the P-8I, which is based on the Boeing 737
commercial aircraft.

21) When was Battle of Litani fought?
A.June 9, 1941
B.June 10, 1955
C.June 11, 1965
D.June 12, 1972

Answer A
Explanation Battle of Litani: It fought on June 9, 1941. This is the second world war. Strive for
the advancement of Beirut. During the war, the Australian army crossed the Litani River and
fought against the Vichy French army. This is part of the Syria-Lebanon movement, the British
invasion of Vichy France, Lebanon and Syria. The Vichy French are Germany's independent ally.

22) Paul Allen was a co-founder of ______________.
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A.Microsoft
B.Google
C.Facebook
D.Instagram

Answer A
Explanation Paul Allen established Stratolaunch in the year 2011. He was a co-founder of
Microsoft. Stratolaunch is developing a reusable hypersonic flight vehicle that shall be used to
launch satellites.

23) When was Litani Dam built?
A.1960
B.1963
C.1956
D.1959

Answer D
Explanation Litani river is an important source of water in southern Lebanon. The Litani Dam
was built in 1959 for irrigation and hydropower projects. It rises in the Beqaa valley and empties
in the Mediterranean. The river generates and flows entirely within Lebanon, that is, it is not a
cross-border river.

24) The Defence Acquisition Council authorised the purchase of Boeing's longrange maritime surveillance aircraft in _____________.
A.November 2019
B.November 2018
C.October 2017
D.October 2019

Answer A
Explanation The Defence Acquisition Council authorised the purchase of Boeing's long-range
maritime surveillance aircraft in November 2019. The proposed sale would be made via the
Foreign Military Sale route, which would entail notification of the US Congress.
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25) When is Coal Miners Day observed?
A.May 4
B.May 5
C.May 6
D.May 7

Answer A
Explanation Coal Miners Day observed on 4th May every year to honour the hard work of some
of the great unsung heroes of the Industrial Revolution. Celebrating this day is to express
appreciation to the coal miners and commend their achievements.

26) When wasWorld Portuguese Language Day observed?
A.May 4
B.May 5
C.May 6
D.May 7

Answer B
Explanation Every May 5th, World Portuguese Day emphasizes the important role of the
language in maintaining human civilization and culture.

27) When was World Hand Hygiene Day observed?
A.May 4
B.May 5
C.May 6
D.May 7

Answer B
Explanation Every year, May 5th is World Hand Hygiene Day. This day is organized by the
World Health Organization (WHO) to raise awareness of the importance of hand hygiene in
preventing many serious infections.

28) When was International Firefighters Day observed?
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A.May 4
B.May 5
C.May 6
D.May 7

Answer A
Explanation Every year, May 4th is International Firefighter's Day. Commemorate this day in
honor of the sacrifice of firefighters. In addition, this day can also raise people's awareness to
ensure that the environment and the community are as safe as possible.

29) The introduction of steam locomotives in railways in _____________.
A.1853
B.1852
C.1836
D.1823

Answer A
Explanation Since the introduction of steam locomotives in railways in 1853, the demand for
coal has increased. However, this is not a healthy workplace. In coal mines, there have been
many extreme mining and massacres in the name of profit-making.

30) What is the IUCN Status of Asiatic Lion?
A.Critically Endangered
B.Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer B
Explanation Protection Status of Asiatic lions - Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1971: Schedule I;
CITES: Appendix I; IUCN: Endangered

31) Andaman and Nicobar Islands is a group of undulating________Islands
and islets.
A.around 572
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B.around 580
C.around 562
D.around 586

Answer A
Explanation Andaman and Nicobar Islands is the largest archipelago system in the Bay of
Bengal. It extends over an area of 8249 Sq. km comprising 572 islands of which 37 are inhabited,
are a group of islands at the juncture of the Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea with a coastline of
1912 km (approx. 1/4th of total coastline of India).

32) World Snooker Championship has been held annually since
_____________.
A.1927
B.1930
C.1935
D.1950

Answer A
Explanation World Snooker Championship has been held annually since 1927. The game was
played at the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, England. The World Professional Billiards and
Snooker Association organized a championship game.

33) Which of the following is the only active volcano not just in India but the
whole of South Asia?
A.Great Nicobar
B.Havelock Island
C.North Sentinel Island
D.Barren Island

Answer D
Explanation Barren Island of the Andaman & Nicobar Island group is the only active volcano
not just in India but the whole of South Asia.

34) In which of the following areas did Mark Selby won World
Championship?
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A.2014
B.2016
C.2017
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Mark Selby won the 2014, 2016, 2017 and 2021 world championships. He ranked
first in the world between 2015 and 2019.World Snooker Championship has been held annually
since 1927. The game was played at the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, England. The World
Professional Billiards and Snooker Association organized a championship game.

35) Which of the following tribes of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands is
Mongoloid origin?
A.Great Andamanese
B.Jarawa
C.Sentineles
D.Shompen

Answer D
Explanation The Great Andamanese, Jarawa, Onge & Sentineles, all of Negrito Origin, in the
Andaman group of Islands, while the tribes in the Nicobar Islands are the Nicobarese and the
Shompen, both of Mongoloid Stock.

36) When was IPL founded?
A.2007
B.2010
C.2008
D.2012

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Premier League is a professional Twenty20 cricket league, contested by
eight teams based out of eight different Indian cities. The league was founded by the Board of
Control for Cricket in India in 2007.
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37) Which of the following separate the Andaman and Nicobars?
A.Ten Degree Channel
B.Eleven Degree Channel
C.English Channel
D.Indira Point

Answer A
Explanation The Andaman and Nicobars are separated by the Ten Degree Channel which is 150
Kms. wide.330

38) Where is headquarters Drug Controller General of India?
A.Kolkata
B.New Delhi
C.Chennai
D.Bangalore

Answer B
Explanation The Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) heads the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organization (CDSCO).CDSCO is the central drug authority in India.CDSCO is a
national level regulatory body under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.The body is
responsible for approving licenses for certain categories of drugs.It is headquartered in New
Delhi.

39) When was National Panchayati Raj observed?
A.April 24
B.May 24
C.March 25
D.June 27

Answer A
Explanation National Panchayati Raj Day is the national day of Panchayati Raj System in India
celebrated by Ministry of Panchayati Raj on 24 April annually. Then Prime Minister of India
Manmohan Singh declared the first National Panchayati Raj Day on 24 April 2010.
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40) The ______________ is India's second largest partner in research and
innovation collaborations.
A.UK
B.USA
C.China
D.Russia

Answer B
Explanation The UK is India's second largest partner in research and innovation
collaborations.The new partnership aims to support the transfer of inclusive Indian innovations to
select developing countries, starting with Africa.

41) The G7, originally G8, was set up in _____________.
A.1975
B.1980
C.1985
D.1990

Answer A
Explanation The G7, originally G8, was set up in 1975 as an informal forum bringing together
the leaders of the worlds leading industrial nations.The summit gathers leaders from the European
Union (EU) and the following countries: Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United
Kingdom and the United States.

42) Which of the following is the aboriginal tribe who is considered as the most
isolated Palaeolithic tribes of the world?
A.Sentinelese
B.Great Andamanese
C.Jarawa
D.Shompen

Answer A
Explanation he Sentinelese is an endangered hunter-gatherer tribe living on the North Sentinel
Island of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands. They are considered as the most isolated Palaeolithic
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tribes of the world.

43) Russia was formally inducted as a member in the group in _____________,
which led G7 to become G8.
A.2002
B.1998
C.2004
D.2007

Answer B
Explanation Russia was formally inducted as a member in the group in 1998, which led G7 to
become G8.However, Russian President Vladimir Putins condemnable act of moving Russian
troops into eastern Ukraine and conquering Crimea in 2014 drew heavy criticism from the other
G8 nations.The other nations of the group decided to suspend Russia from the G8 as a
consequence of its actions and the group became G7 again in 2014.

44) When was World Athletics Day observed?
A.May 4
B.May 7
C.Mar 4
D.Mar 7

Answer B
Explanation May 7th is World Athletics Day 2020. 1996 is the first World Athletics Day. The
basic target of World Athletics Day is to promote the participation of young people in athletics.

45) When was Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana launched?
A.2015
B.2017
C.2019
D.2020

Answer A
Explanation Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY):It was established by the government in

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

2015 to provide non-corporate, non-farm small/micro-enterprises with loans of up to Rs. 10
lakh.MUDRA stands for Micro Units Development & Refinance Agency Ltd., and it is a
government-run financial institution.

46) When was World Biofuel Day observed?
A.May 10
B.Mar 10
C.Aug 10
D.Jun 10

Answer C
Explanation On the occasion of World Biofuel Day on August 10, 2019, the Minister of
Petroleum and Natural Gas launched Expressions of Interest (EOI) for Procurement of Bio-diesel
derived from Used Cooking Oil to develop an eco-system for collecting and converting UCO into
Biodiesel.

47) World Athletics Day was celebrated for the first time in ______________.
A.1996
B.1992
C.1998
D.1995

Answer A
Explanation In the same way, World Athletics Day is organized by the International Athletics
Federation (IAAF). World Athletics Day was celebrated for the first time in 1996.The date of
World Athletics Day is determined by the IAAF. In 2006, participants on this day were between 7
and 15 years old, but then the age gap widened to 13 to 17 years old.

48) Which of the following are not a member of G7?
A.Canada
B.France
C.Japan
D.Pakistan

Answer D
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Explanation The G7 foreign ministers meeting was the first in-person meeting of the foreign
ministers of the organization during the pandemic. The last such meeting was happened in the
year 2019.The members of the G7 are Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United
Kingdom and the United States.

49) International Amateur Athletics Federation was established on
_____________.
A.1982
B.1932
C.1912
D.1952

Answer C
Explanation More than 100 sports federations in the world participated in the 2016 IAAF World
Athletics Day. All events and expenses that occurred on that day were sponsored by the
IAAF.The International Amateur Athletics Federation (IAAF) was established in Stockholm
(Sweden) on July 17, 1912. The IAAF is the leading organization of world athletics.

50) Mark Selby is from _____________.
A.India
B.British
C.China
D.USA

Answer B
Explanation British professional snooker player Mark Selby won the world championship for the
fourth time. This time he won the title of defeating Shaun Murphy.

51) When is World Red Cross Day celebrated?
A.May 8
B.Mar 8
C.Jun 8
D.Jul 8
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Answer A
Explanation The Indian Red Cross Society celebrated World Red Cross Day. The World Red
Cross Memorial Day is May 8, the birthday of Henry Dunant, the founder of the International
Committee of the Red Cross.

52) When was World Thalassemia Day observed?
A.Mar 8
B.May 8
C.Jun 8
D.Jul 8

Answer B
Explanation World Thalassemia Day is May 8. With the increase in the number of thalassemias
in India, prevention and control programs are no longer available. my country currently has no
global national plan for incurable diseases.

53) When was Indian Red Cross Society established?
A.1920
B.1925
C.1940
D.1952

Answer A
Explanation Indian Red Cross Society: IRCS is a voluntary humanitarian organization that
protects human life and health through its network of more than 1,100 branches throughout India.
It was established in the year 1920 and has completed its 100 years of existence.

54) When was first World Migratory Bird Day observed?
A.2005
B.2006
C.2007
D.2009

Answer B
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Explanation May 8, 2021 is World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) 2021, which helps to raise
global awareness of the threats faced by migratory birds, their ecological importance and the need
for international cooperation for protection. The first WMBD was celebrated in 2006.

55) When Center for Health Ecology and Technology formulated the first
draft of Indias rare disease policy?
A.March 2015
B.May 2015
C.March 2016
D.May 2016

Answer C
Explanation The Center for Health Ecology and Technology (CHET) formulated the first draft
of Indias rare disease policy and submitted it to the Karnataka government in March
2016.Neighboring Pakistan passed a bill in February requiring that relatives of thalassemia
patients must be tested for carriers. Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Saudi Arabia also have similar
systems.

56) When was World Migratory Bird Day observed?
A.Mar 8
B.Jun 8
C.May 8
D.Dec 8

Answer C
Explanation May 8, 2021 is World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) 2021, which helps to raise
global awareness of the threats faced by migratory birds, their ecological importance and the need
for international cooperation for protection. The first WMBD was celebrated in 2006.

57) When was Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change set up?
A.2008
B.1998
C.1988
D.1978
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Answer C
Explanation The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the international body
for assessing the science related to climate change.It was set up in 1988 by the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) and United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to
provide policymakers with regular assessments of the scientific basis of climate change, its
impacts and future risks, and options for adaptation and mitigation.

58) In which year Global Network Against Food Crises launched?
A.2015
B.2013
C.2016
D.2017

Answer C
Explanation The Global Anti-Food Crisis Network (GNAFC) released the "2021 Global Food
Crisis Report". GNAFC is an international alliance composed of the European Union, the United
Nations, and other governmental and non-governmental organizations.

59) Where is the headquarters of Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change?
A.Paris
B.Geneva
C.London
D.New York

Answer B
Explanation The IPCC was established in 1988 by the World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and was later endorsed by the
United Nations General Assembly. Membership is open to all members of the WMO and UN.
And its headquarters is at Geneva.

60) Which of the following planet has most number of moons?
A.Jupiter
B.Saturn
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C.Venus
D.Pluto

Answer B
Explanation the discovery of 20 new moons of Saturn has made Saturn the planet with the
highest number of moons (82) against 79 moons of Jupiter.The discovered moons of planet
Saturn may have once comprised a larger moon that was broken apart in the distant past.

61) When was World Food Programme established?
A.1963
B.1965
C.1945
D.1952

Answer A
Explanation World Food Programme (WFP) is the leading humanitarian organization saving
lives and changing lives, delivering food assistance in emergencies and working with
communities to improve nutrition and build resilience.The WFP was established in 1963 by the
FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization) and the United Nations General Assembly.

62) Cassini is a joint space mission of European Space Agency, NASA and
_____________.
A.Italian Space Agency
B.JAXA
C.ISRO
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation Cassini is a joint space mission of European Space Agency, NASA and Italian
Space Agency. It was once referred to as Cassini-Huygens mission. The Cassini space probe
entered the orbit of Saturn and the Huygens of the European Space Agency landed on the Titan
(the largest moon of Saturn). Cassini was once the first space probe to enter the orbit of the
Saturn and the fourth area probe to visit Saturn.

63) The Earth's temperature is about ____________ degrees.
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A.23.5
B.24.5
C.25.5
D.23.3

Answer A
Explanation The celestial core of Venus is 4,360 miles (7,000 kilometres) in diameter, similar to
Earth's core.The Venusian tilt was determined to be about 2.64 degrees in the analysis. The
Earth's temperature is about 23.5 degrees.

64) When was Anamalai Tiger Reserve established?
A.2001
B.2003
C.2005
D.2007

Answer B
Explanation Anamalai Tiger Reserve:It is one of Tamil Nadu's four Tiger Reserves. It is located
in the Southern Western Ghats and is part of the Anamalai Parambikulam Elephant Reserve,
which was established in 2003.It is bordered on the east by Parambikulam Tiger Reserve, on the
south west by Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary, and Eravikulam National Park (all belong to Kerala).

65) When was Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary came into exsistence?
A.2014
B.2015
C.2017
D.2019

Answer B
Explanation The Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary (TCFS) is on the western bank of the creek,
between the Airoli and the Vashi bridges connecting Mumbai and Navi Mumbai. It consists of
896 hectares of mangrove forests and 794 hectares of waterbodies. It came into being in 2015 and
is Maharashtras second marine sanctuary, after Malvan.
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66) In which of the states Pulayar Community found?
A.Kerala
B.Karnataka
C.Tamil Nadu
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The Pulayar, also known as Pulaya, Holeya, or Cheramar, are a major ethnic
community in Kerala, Karnataka, and historical Tamil Nadu (Tamilakam).In Kerala and Tamil
Nadu, they are classified as a Scheduled Caste.

67) Where is Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary located?
A.Mumbai
B.Kolkata
C.Chennai
D.Bangalore

Answer A
Explanation An environment clearance by a committee, chaired by Union Environment Minister
to the Bullet train (Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-speed train corridor) has put the spotlight on the
Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary (TCFS) in Mumbai.

68) A Venus year is equal to _____________ days
A.225
B.152
C.32
D.45

Answer A
Explanation A Venus year is equal to 225 days while a Venus day is equal to 243 days. Thus, a
day on Venus is longer than a year.Venus rotates on its polar axis backwards compared to Earth,
so a Venus sunrise occurs in the west and sunset in the east.

69) Where is Anamalai Tiger Reserve located?
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A.Coimbatore
B.Nilgiris
C.Salem
D.Tuticorin

Answer A
Explanation Aanaimalai Tiger Reserve, earlier known as Indira Gandhi Wildlife Sanctuary and
National Park and previously as Aanaimalai Wildlife Sanctuary, is a protected area located in the
Anaimalai Hills of Pollachi and Valparai taluks of Coimbatore District and Udumalaipettai taluk
in Tiruppur District, Tamil Nadu, India.

70) Eco-Sensitive Zones or Ecologically Fragile Areas are areas within
______________ kms around Protected Areas, National Parks and Wildlife
Sanctuaries.
A.10
B.15
C.5
D.20

Answer A
Explanation Eco-Sensitive Zones or Ecologically Fragile Areas are areas within 10 kms around
Protected Areas, National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries.ESZs are notified by MoEFCC,
Government of India under Environment Protection Act 1986.

71) The SpaceX SN8 rocket launched in ____________.
A.December 2020
B.November 2020
C.September 2020
D.October 2020

Answer A
Explanation The SpaceX SN8 rocket launched in December 2020 exploded because the engine
failed to decelerate the rocket after it flipped and started to descend towards the earth. The
pressure in the fuel tank is very low, which increases the landing speed and causes the rocket to
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explode.

72) Russia celebrates Victory Day on ____________ to commemorate the
German surrender in World War II.
A.May 09
B.Mar 10
C.Aug 20
D.Apr 21

Answer A
Explanation Russia celebrates Victory Day to commemorate the German surrender in World
War II. On May 9, 2021, Russia ushered in the 76th anniversary of victory in World War II.

73) Russia celebrates Victory Day on ____________ to commemorate the
German surrender in World War II.
A.May 09
B.Mar 10
C.Aug 20
D.Apr 21

Answer A
Explanation Russia celebrates Victory Day to commemorate the German surrender in World
War II. On May 9, 2021, Russia ushered in the 76th anniversary of victory in World War II.

74) Co-WIN is a platform designed for ____________.
A.Vaccination Programme
B.Education
C.Medical Consultation
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The software of Co-WIN App (also called Covid Vaccine Intelligence Network)
was upgraded to improve monitoring and managing of the ongoing Covid-19 Vaccination
programme.
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75) Sputnik V vaccine is developed by ______________.

A.Russia
B.China
C.Japan
D.USA

Answer A
Explanation Sputnik V vaccine developed by way of Russia is a two-dose vaccine. The special
function of the vaccine is that the first and 2nd dose is unique from each other. In Sputnik Light a
single dose is sufficient.

76) When did Space Shuttle Columbia made a re-entry in the populated areas
of the US?
A.2001
B.2003
C.2005
D.2007

Answer B
Explanation The Salyut 7 house station of the Soviet Union was yet some other big re-entry that
came about in 1991. In 2003, the Space Shuttle Columbia made a re-entry in the populated areas
of the US. The Indian born Astronaut Kalpana Chawla passed away in this disaster. NASA
launched a spacecraft named after Kalpana Chawla. In 1979, the Skylab of the US made a reentry.

77) In 1964, Which of the following country hosted Summer Olympics?
A.Japan
B.India
C.USA
D.UK

Answer A
Explanation Earlier Japan hosted Olympics in 1964. Also, the 2020 Olympics is the 2nd of the
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three consecutive Olympics in Asia. The first was once held in South Korea in 2018, the 2d to be
held in Japan in 2021 and the 0.33 has been planned to be held in China in 2022.

78) Which of the following herbs found in Kabasura Kudineer?
A.Cloves
B.Dried Ginger
C.Kadukkai
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Kabasura Kudineer is a Siddha practitioner's traditional formulation for treating
common respiratory health.It's a herbal concoction made up of dried ginger, pippali, clove,
cirukancori root, mulli root, kadukkai, ajwain, and a variety of other herbs.

79) BLVOS Stands for ____________.
A.Beyond Visual Line of Sight
B.Beyond Vision Line of Sight
C.Beyond Visual Light of Sight
D.Blind - Visual Line of Sight

Answer A
Explanation BVLOS (Beyond Visual Line of Sight) is a term relating to the operation of UAVs
(unmanned aerial vehicles) and drones at distances outside the normal visible range of the pilot.
BVLOS drone operations provide numerous advantages over regular line-of-sight flying.

80) When was National Financial Reporting Authority came into existence?
A.Oct 2014
B.Oct 2018
C.Nov 2013
D.Nov 2018

Answer B
Explanation National Financial Reporting Authority is an independent regulator to oversee the
auditing profession and accounting standards in India under Companies Act 2013. It came into

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

existence in October 2018. The Centre has appointed former IAS officer Rangachari Sridharan as
chairperson of NFRA.

81) In which year did e-Sanjeevani OPD launched?
A.Nov 2016
B.Nov 2019
C.Oct 2020
D.Nov 2020

Answer B
Explanation The eSanjeevani AB-HWC was launched by the health ministry in November 2019
and it is to be implemented at 1,55,000 Health and Wellness Centres in conjunction with
identified medical college hospitals under the central government's Ayushman Bharat scheme by
December 2022.

82) Where is the headquarters of Space X?
A.UK
B.USA
C.China
D.Russia

Answer B
Explanation Space Exploration Technologies Corp. is an American aerospace manufacturer and
space transportation services company headquartered in Hawthorne, California. SpaceX was
founded in 2002 by Elon Musk with the goal of reducing space transportation costs to enable the
colonization of Mars.

83) From When Red Square has been a UNESCO World Heritage Site?
A.1990
B.1995
C.2000
D.2005

Answer A

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

Explanation A military parade was held on the Red Square located in Moscow. Since 1995, a
parade will be held on May 9th every year. The parade is called the Moscow Victory Day
Parade.After the disintegration of the Soviet Union in 1991, the Victory Day parade became an
annual event. Since 1990, Red Square has been a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

84) When is International Day of Argania observed?
A.May 10
B.May 11
C.May 12
D.May 13

Answer A
Explanation In 2021, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) proclaimed 10 May the
International Day of Argania. The resolution, submitted by Morocco, was once co-sponsored
through 113 member states of the United Nations and adopted by using consensus. The argan tree
with a name of Argania Spinosa is a native species of the sub-Saharan place of Morocco.

85) When is International Nurses Day observed?
A.May 10
B.May 11
C.May 12
D.May 13

Answer C
Explanation International Nurse Day is celebrated worldwide on 12th May each and every year.
This day is located to commemorate the delivery anniversary of Florence Nightingale. She used
to be also regarded as Lady with the Lamp.

86) When is National Technology Day observed?
A.May 10
B.May 11
C.May 12
D.May 13

Answer B
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Explanation In India, National Technology Day is celebrated on 11 May across India. This day
marks the efficaciously examined Shakti-I nuclear missile at the Pokhran Test Range of Indian
Army in Rajasthan. Technology day will be focusing on rebooting the financial system via
Science and Technology.

87) When is National Science day is celebrated?
A.Feb 28
B.Jan 8
C.May 11
D.May 12

Answer A
Explanation National Science Day is celebrated in India on 28 February each year to mark the
discovery of the Raman effect by Indian physicist Sir C. V. Raman on 28 February 1928. For his
discovery, Sir C.V. Raman was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1930.

88) Where is the headquarters of Paytm?
A.Noida
B.Chennai
C.Bangalore
D.Mumbai

Answer A
Explanation One97 Communications Limited that owns the brand Paytm is founded by Vijay
Shekhar Sharma and is headquartered in Noida, Uttar Pradesh.

89) DCGI is _____________.
A.Drugs Controller General of India
B.Defence Controller General of India
C.Direct Controller General of India
D.None

Answer A
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Explanation Drugs Controller General of India is the head of department of the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organization of the Government of India responsible for approval of licences of
specified categories of drugs such as blood and blood products, IV fluids, vaccines, and sera in
India.

90) When was Industrial Development Bank of India established?
A.1946
B.1964
C.1960
D.1987

Answer B
Explanation Industrial Development Bank of India was established in 1964 by an act to provide
credit and other financial facilities for the development of the fledgling Indian industry. It is a
development finance institution and a subsidiary of Life Insurance Corporation.

91) Who is the chairperson of NITI Aayog?
A.Prime Minister
B.President
C.Finance Minister
D.Health Minister

Answer A
Explanation The NITI Aayog is a public policy think tank of the Government of India,
established with the aim to achieve sustainable development goals with cooperative federalism by
fostering the involvement of State Governments of India in the economic policy-making process
using a bottom-up approach.

92) Which of the following is not the reason to induce as earthquake?
A.Reemergence of old fractures in the craton.
B.Small plates frequent interaction in Mediterranean Sea region.
C.Human induced deep sea mining and nuclear testing.
D.All the above can be probable reason to induce quakes.

Answer D
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Explanation Mostly earthquakes are caused due to plate boundary interactions like compressive,
divergent and transverse boundary.The release of energy occurs along a fault. A fault is a sharp
break in the crustal rocks. Rocks along a fault tend to move in opposite directions. As a result, the
blocks get deformed and eventually, they slide past one another abruptly. This causes a release of
energy, and the energy wave travel in all directions.Earthquake-like seismic waves can also be
caused by explosions underground. These explosions may be set off to break rock while making
tunnels for roads, railroads, subways, or mines. The largest underground explosions, from tests of
nuclear warheads (bombs), can create seismic waves very much like large earthquakes.

93) Which is the capital city of South Sudan?
A.Juba
B.Yei
C.Bor
D.Renk

Answer A
Explanation On 9 July 2011, South Sudan became the 54th independent country in Africa and
since 14 July 2011, South Sudan is the 193rd member of the United Nations.

94) Which of the following tools can be used by RBI to control inflation? (1)
Reduction in Bank Rate (2) Reduction in Reverse Repo Rate (3) Increase in
Cash Reserve Ratio (4) Increase in Statutory Liquidity Rate
A.1, 2 and 4 only
B.1 and 3 only
C.3 and 4 only
D.All of these

Answer C
Explanation Increase in Cash Reserve Ratio or increase in Statutory Liquidity Rate will reduce
the money supply in the market which will result in lowering down inflation rate.

95) Shwaas, a portable medical oxygen concentrator which can provide
____________ of enriched oxygen per minute
A.10 litres
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B.12 litres
C.14 litres
D.11 litres

Answer A
Explanation Shwaas, a portable medical oxygen concentrator, was also developed by the VSSC.
It can provide 10 litres of enriched oxygen per minute, which is enough for two patients at
once.Shwaas increases the oxygen gas content by selectively removing nitrogen gas from ambient
air using a process known as Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA), which is widely used to produce
oxygen from air.

96) Shakoor Rather is a journalist from ____________.
A.India
B.UK
C.USA
D.Sri Lanka

Answer A
Explanation Shakoor Rather, a journalist for the Press Trust of India (PTI), has written his first
novel, "Life in the Clock Tower Valley."

97) When was CBSE founded?
A.November 1962
B.November 1965
C.November 1968
D.November 1971

Answer A
Explanation CBSE Chairman: Manoj Ahuja;CBSE Head Office: Delhi;CBSE Founded: 3
November 1962.

98) The book Arabic Oration Art and Function published in _____________.
A.2020
B.2015
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C.2019
D.2021

Answer C
Explanation The award is viewed to be the Nobel Prize of the Arab world. She gained the award
for her brand new book, Arabic Oration Art and Function published via Brill Academic
Publishers of Leiden in 2019.

99) When was National Academy of Sciences founded?
A.1863
B.1895
C.1896
D.1978

Answer A
Explanation The National Academy of Sciences is a United States nonprofit, non-governmental
organization. NAS is part of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine,
along with the National Academy of Engineering and the National Academy of Medicine.

100) Where is the Nightingale Nursing School opened by Florence
Nightingale?
A.Paris
B.New York
C.London
D.Geneva

Answer C
Explanation Florence Nightingale was put in cost of nursing British and allied troopers in
Turkey at some stage in the Crimean War. She is famous for establishing the Nightingale Nursing
School, at St. Thomas Hospital in London.

101) When did Food and Agricultural Organisation recognized the Arganbased agro-sylvo-pastoral machine as a Globally Important Agricultural
Heritage System?
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A.2018
B.2019
C.2020
D.2021

Answer A
Explanation In December 2018, Food and Agricultural Organisation recognized the Argan-based
agro-sylvo-pastoral machine as a Globally Important Agricultural Heritage System inside the
location of Ait Souab Ait Mansour in Morocco.

102) Where is the headquarters of National Academy of Sciences?
A.Paris
B.New York
C.Washington DC
D.London

Answer C
Explanation The National Academy of Sciences is a United States nonprofit, non-governmental
organization. NAS is part of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine,
along with the National Academy of Engineering and the National Academy of Medicine.

103) Dost For Life App Launched by _____________.
A.UPSC
B.CBSE
C.NCERT
D.ICSC

Answer B
Explanation CBSE (Central Board of Secondary Education) launched a new mobile app for
students and parents. The new app Dost for Life is an special psychological counselling app for
college students and dad and mom of CBSE-affiliated schools. The new App will simultaneously
cater to college students and mother and father from CBSE-affiliated colleges in specific
geographies across the world.

104) Who is the Chief Executive Officer of IBM in 2010?
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A.Arvind Krishna
B.Ginni Rometty
C.Samuel J. Palmisano
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation Samuel J. "Sam" Palmisano (born July 29, 1951) is a former president and the
eighth chief executive officer of IBM until January 2012. He also served as Chairman of the
company until October 1, 2012.

105) When was Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Ltd (IREDA)
founded?
A.11 March 1987
B.11 March 1995
C.11 March 1985
D.11 March 1982

Answer A
Explanation Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited (IREDA) was established
on 11th March, 1987 as a Public limited Government Company under the Companies Act, 1956
and it promotes, develops and extends financial assistance for Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency/Conservation Projects.

106) Where is the headquarters of IBM?
A.UK
B.USA
C.China
D.Russia

Answer B
Explanation International Business Machines Corporation is an American multinational
technology company headquartered in Armonk, New York, with operations in over 170 countries.

107) Where is the headquarters of Indian Renewable Energy Development
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Agency Ltd?
A.Kolkata
B.Chennai
C.New Delhi
D.Bangalore

Answer B
Explanation Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited (IREDA) was established
on 11th March, 1987 as a Public limited Government Company under the Companies Act, 1956
and it promotes, develops and extends financial assistance for Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency/Conservation Projects.

108) When was Jal Jeevan mission launched?
A.August 2019
B.June 2019
C.March 2019
D.April 2019

Answer A
Explanation Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM): It is a flagship programme of the Union Government. It
was once introduced in August 2019. It targets to supply a faucet water connection to each and
every rural household of the country by 2024.

109) Who is the Chief Minister of Delhi?
A.Arvind Kejriwal
B.Sahib Singh Verma
C.Sushma Swaraj
D.Sheila Dikshit

Answer A
Explanation Delhi Police has launched a helpline variety for senior residents who are struggling
with their essential needs amid Covid-19. District Police of the national capital (Delhi) has
launched a COVI Van Helpline (012- 26241077) for senior citizens of the district in the
neighbourhood amid the coronavirus situation here.
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110) Puducherry is the _____________ State/UT to provide assured tap water
supply to every rural home under Jal Jeevan Mission.
A.4th
B.5th
C.6th
D.7th

Answer A
Explanation Goa, Telangana and Andaman & Nicobar Islands have provided tap water supply to
every rural home under Jal Jeevan Mission. So, Puducherry is the fourth State/UT to provide
assured tap water supply to every rural home under Jal Jeevan Mission.

111) Who is Lieutenant Governor of Delhi in 2021?
A.Banwari Lal Joshi
B.Tejendra Khanna
C.Najeeb Jung
D.Anil Baijal

Answer D
Explanation Delhi Police has launched a helpline number for senior citizens who are struggling
with their essential needs amid Covid-19. South District Police of the national capital has
launched a COVI Van Helpline (012- 26241077) for senior citizens in the neighbourhood amid
the coronavirus situation here.

112) Where is Integrated Headquarters of Ministry of Defence?
A.New Delhi
B.Chennai
C.Kolkata
D.Bangalore

Answer A
Explanation Lt Gen Amardeep Singh Bhinder takes over as chief of South Western Command.
He was the deputy chief of Army staff (IS&C) at the Integrated Headquarters of Ministry of
Defence (Army) in New Delhi prior to taking over the reins of Sapta Shakti Command.
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113) Who is the Chief Minister of Puducherry in 2021?
A.N Rangasamy
B.V. Narayanasamy
C.V. Vaithilingam
D.Vacant

Answer A
Explanation The Chief Minister of the Union Territory of Puducherry is the Chief Minister of
the Indian union territory of Puducherry. He is elected by the people of the union territory,
appointed by the President of India[2] and sworn-in by the Lieutenant Governor of Puducherry.
The longest serving chief minister and current incumbent of Puducherry is N. Rangasamy of over
12 years period from 2001 to 2008 (Indian National Congress) and from 2011 to 2016 (All India
N.R. Congress) and from 2021

114) Jana Small Finance Bank Headquarters is in ____________.
A.Bangalore
B.Chennai
C.Kolkata
D.Delhi

Answer A
Explanation The tagline of Jana Small Finance Bank: Paise Ki Kadar;MD and CEO of Jana
Small Finance Bank: Ajay Kanwal;Jana Small Finance Bank Founded: 24 July 2006;Jana Small
Finance Bank Headquarters Location: Bengaluru.

115) Amphotericin B was isolated from Streptomyces nodosus in
_____________.
A.1955
B.1956
C.1985
D.1975

Answer A
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Explanation Amphotericin B was isolated from Streptomyces nodosus in 1955, and it was first
used in medicine in 1958.It is in the Essential Medicines List of the World Health Organization.

116) Sinopharm COVID-19 Vaccine is from ____________.
A.China
B.Russia
C.Japan
D.USA

Answer A
Explanation The Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine has been authorised by the WHO for
emergency use and it is the first Chinese vaccine to be approved by the World Health
Organization(WHO).

117) Jana Small Finance Bank was Founded in _____________.
A.24 July 2006
B.24 July 2005
C.24 July 2004
D.24 July 2003

Answer A
Explanation The tagline of Jana Small Finance Bank: Paise Ki Kadar;MD and CEO of Jana
Small Finance Bank: Ajay Kanwal;Jana Small Finance Bank Founded: 24 July 2006;Jana Small
Finance Bank Headquarters Location: Bengaluru.

118) HakkiPikki Tribe were from _____________.
A.Kerala
B.Karnataka
C.Gujarat
D.Telangana

Answer B
Explanation The Gujrathioa, Kaliwala, Mewara, and Panwara clans of the HakkiPikki tribes are
semi-nomadic tribal people. They speak a variety of south Indian languages, including Kannada,
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Tamil, Telugu, and Malayalam, as well as Vagribooli, a Guajarati-like language.

119) The Indian Forest Act 1927 was amended in _____________ to remove
bamboo for the category of trees.
A.2017
B.2015
C.2013
D.2011

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Forest Act 1927 was amended in 2017 to remove bamboo for the
category of trees.As a result, anyone can undertake cultivation and business in bamboo and its
products without the need of a felling and transit permission.

120) When was European Council Founded?
A.9 December 1974
B.11 December 1974
C.9 December 1976
D.11 December 1976

Answer A
Explanation European Council Founded: 9 December 1974;European Union Headquarters
location: Brussels, Belgium;European Union Founded: 1 November 1993.

121) When was Whitley Fund for Nature established?
A.1994
B.1998
C.1996
D.1992

Answer A
Explanation The Whitley Award is awarded annually by the Whitley Nature Foundation.
Proposed to commend grassroots protection leaders. It involves the reference, application and
interview process.The Whitley Fund for Nature was established in 1994 by Edward Whitley. So
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far, the foundation has donated 16 million pounds to support the work of 200 environmental
heroes.

122) What is the IUCN Status of Pacific Football Fish?
A.Least Concern
B.Endangered
C.Critically Endangered
D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation Bioluminescence: It is the light produced and emitted by living organisms. It occurs
in vertebrates, invertebrates, bioluminescent bacteria and terrestrial arthropods.Generally, this
bioluminescence involves a luminescent molecule called luciferin and an enzyme called
luciferase. The enzyme catalyzes the oxidation of luciferin. In the IUCN Endangered Species
List, it is listed as the "least concern".

123) World Food Prize was created in ____________.
A.1986
B.1968
C.1985
D.1955

Answer A
Explanation The World Food Prize was once created in 1986 with sponsorship by General Foods
Corporation. It is additionally known as the Nobel Prize for Food and Agriculture. M.S.
Swaminathan, the father of Indias inexperienced revolution, was the first recipient of this award
in 1987

124) Whitley Award is called the ______________.
A.Green Oscar Award
B.Blue Oscar Award
C.Red Oscar Award
D.Yellow Oscar Award

Answer A
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Explanation The Whitley Award is called the "Green Oscar Award." In 2021, Nuklu Phom of
Nagaland won the Whitley Award. He is the only Indian to get the award.

125) The Maharashtra State Government has allocated ____________ to the
mission oxygen.
A.Rs 150 crores
B.Rs 200 crores
C.Rs 100 crores
D.Rs 250 crores

Answer B
Explanation Maharashtra's state government launched the "Maharashtra Mission Oxygen." The
state's regular output will be increased to 3,000 tonnes under the mission. The mission has been
given Rs 200 crores by the state government. It will provide special benefits to private players
who agree to serve as oxygen generation units.

126) The UK is to implement Ivory Act in _____________ to ban the trade on
elephant ivory.
A.2021
B.2018
C.2015
D.2013

Answer A
Explanation The UK is to implement Ivory Act in 2021 to ban the trade on elephant ivory. An
Expert Committee on Animal Sentience will report on Government decisions. Sentience is the
capacity to be aware of sensations and feelings.The plan will make sure that the animal welfare
standards in the country are not compromised.

127) What percentage of India is vaccinated?
A.1.8
B.0.2
C.0.8
D.0.6
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Answer A
Explanation India has fully vaccinated only 1.8% of its 1.38 billion population till April 2021,
while the US has already vaccinated near 30% of its population.

128) Which of the following city is recognized as Safest city in the world?
A.Lima
B.Glasgow
C.Osaka
D.Tokyo

Answer B
Explanation China's flood-prone towns, Dongguan and Guangzhou, topped the list of cities
under pressure from natural disasters. They were followed by Japan's Osaka and Tokyo.
Typhoons and earthquakes are common in Japan's cities.Lima is the only city outside of Asia to
make the list of the world's top 100 riskiest cities.Glasgow was named the safest city in the world.

129) When was first BRICS summit held?
A.2008
B.2009
C.2010
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation The first BRIC Summit took place in 2009 in the Russian Federation and focused
on issues such as reform of the global financial architecture.South Africa was invited to join
BRIC in December 2010, after which the group adopted the acronym BRICS. South Africa
subsequently attended the Third BRICS Summit in Sanya, China, in March 2011.

130) When was Sino-Indian War happened?
A.1950
B.1952
C.1960
D.1962
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Answer D
Explanation The Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) is Indias primary border patrol organization
with its border with Chinas Tibet Autonomous Region. It was raised in 1962 in the wake of the
Sino-Indian War of 1962.The Indo-Tibetan Border Police Force Act, 1992 provides for the
constitution and regulation of the ITBP for ensuring the security of the borders of India and for
matters connected therewith.

131) When was Institute of Chartered Accountants of India established?
A.1965
B.1946
C.1943
D.1949

Answer D
Explanation A statutory body established by an Act of Parliament, viz. The Chartered
Accountants Act, 1949. It was established in 1949. Mandate: Regulating the profession of
Chartered Accountancy in the country; Formulation of Accounting Standards; and Prescription of
Standard Auditing Procedures.Parent Body: It functions under the administrative control of the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Government of India. The affairs of the ICAI are managed by a
Council which constitutes of 40 members of whom 32 are elected by the Chartered Accountants
and remaining 8 are nominated by the Central Government.

132) Great Nicobar Island is ____________ of Sumatra Island
A.North
B.South
C.East
D.West

Answer A
Explanation Great Nicobar is the southernmost and largest of the Nicobar Islands of India, north
of Sumatra. The island of Sumatra is located 180 km (110 mi) to the south of Great Nicobar.

133) When was United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs established?
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A.Dec 1990
B.Nov 1991
C.Dec 1991
D.Nov 1990

Answer C
Explanation The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs is a United
Nations body established in December 1991 by the General Assembly to strengthen the
international response to complex emergencies and natural disasters.

134) Norman E. Borlaug in ____________ won the Nobel Peace Prize for his
work in global agriculture.
A.1970
B.1950
C.1960
D.1948

Answer A
Explanation The award is awarded by the World Food Prize Foundation, which has more than
80 companies and individuals as donors. Norman E. Borlaug in 1970 won the Nobel Peace Prize
for his work in global agriculture, conceived it.

135) In which field the Whitley Award is given?
A.grassroots conservation
B.global agriculture
C.science and technology
D.rural development

Answer A
Explanation The Whitley Awards are held annually by the Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN) to
recognise and celebrate effective grassroots conservation leaders across the Global South.

136) The Pacific football fish is ___________ cm long.
A.60
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B.50
C.70
D.80

Answer A
Explanation The Pacific football fish is 60 cm long. Only female Pacific Football fish have
bioluminescent tips that can be used to hunt prey in the darkness of 3,000 feet of water. They
have large teeth. Their large mouths can swallow prey that is similar to their body size.

137) When did M.S. Swaminathan won World Food Prize?
A.1985
B.1987
C.1997
D.1986

Answer B
Explanation The World Food Prize was once created in 1986 with sponsorship by General Foods
Corporation. It is additionally known as the Nobel Prize for Food and Agriculture. M.S.
Swaminathan, the father of Indias inexperienced revolution, was the first recipient of this award
in 1987.

138) Falcon Capital of the World is _____________.
A.Nagaland
B.Tripura
C.Mizoram
D.Assam

Answer A
Explanation The government announced a ban on the hunting of Amur falcons. Despite the ban,
hunting of Amur falcons is still increasing. The IUCN listed it as the "least concern".Nagaland is
known as the "Falcon Capital of the World".Biodiversity Peace Corridor: It contains 16 villages
distributed in four regions. It adopts sustainable land use practices.

139) Which of the following is deepest place on the earth?
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A.Marina Trench
B.Sunda Trench
C.Puerto Rico Trench
D.South Sandwich Trench

Answer A
Explanation The Mariana Trench, in the Pacific Ocean, is the deepest location on Earth.
According to the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), the United States has jurisdiction over the
trench and its resources. Scientists use a variety of technologies to overcome the challenges of
deep-sea exploration and explore the Trench.

140) The headquarters of OCHA is based totally in two areas which are New
York and ____________.
A.Geneva
B.Paris
C.London
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
pursuits to give a boost to the worldwide response to complex emergencies and herbal disasters.
The headquarters of OCHA is based totally in two areas which are New York and Geneva.

141) Where is the headquarters of Eroute Technologies?
A.Karnataka
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Kerala

Answer A
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has granted authorisation to Eroute Technologies
to operate as a prepaid payment instruments (PPI) company.Eroute Technologies MD & CEO:
Sanjeev Pandey;Eroute Technologies Headquarters: Noida, Uttar Pradesh.

142) When was International Day of Families observed?
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A.May 15
B.May 10
C.May 20
D.May 02

Answer A
Explanation Every year, May 15th is International Family Day. In 1993, the General Assembly
decided to designate May 15 every year as the "International Day of the Family." Since 1994,
May 15 is observed as Family Day.

143) Sputnik V is imported from _____________.
A.Russia
B.China
C.Japan
D.USA

Answer A
Explanation On May 14, 2021, Dr Reddy's laboratory announced that it had launched Sputnik V
in India. The vaccine is imported from Russia and distributed by Dr Reddy's laboratory.

144) During lunar eclipse, the visible red colour is because of
_______________.
A.Dust in space
B.Dust in moons atmosphere
C.Dust in earths atmosphere
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation Due to dust in earths atmosphere during lunar eclipse red colour is seen. When the
sun is positioned on the horizon i.e the imaginary line where the earth and the sky intersect, the
sunlight must travel a longer distance to reach the earth's surface. This means that during this
time of the day, light must encounter more atmospheric particles. These particles scatter the
greatest amount of light.
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145) In which of the following parts of tropical cyclone wind speed attains
maximum value which is typically 15 to 30 Km from the centre of the storm?
A.Eye
B.Eyewall
C.Warm core
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation Tropical cyclone wind field may be divided into three regions and in the second
region that is the eyewall, wind speed attains their maximum value which is typically 15 to 30
Km from the centre of the storm.

146) Where is the headquarters of google?
A.Paris
B.California
C.New York
D.Los Angeles

Answer B
Explanation Google LLC is an American multinational technology company that specializes in
Internet-related services and products, which include online advertising technologies, a search
engine, cloud computing, software, and hardware. WikipediaCEO: Sundar PichaiFounded: 4
September 1998, Menlo Park, California, United States

147) When was Advertising Standards Council of India established?
A.1985
B.1990
C.1972
D.1965

Answer A
Explanation "The Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI)", established in 1985, is a selfregulatory voluntary organization of the advertising industry in India. It is a non-Government
body. ASCI is committed to the cause of self-regulation in advertising, ensuring the protection of

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

the interest of consumers.

148) When was PM Kisan scheme launched?
A.Dec 2018
B.Nov 2015
C.Mar 2010
D.May 2018

Answer A
Explanation PM-Kisan is a central sector scheme with 100 per cent funding from the
Government of India. The scheme was launched in December 2018. Under the scheme, income
support of 6,000 per year in three equal installments of 2000 is provided to small and marginal
farmers having a combined land holding of up to two hectares.

149) Goa Maritime Symposium (GMS) 2021 attended by ______________
countries.
A.10
B.13
C.12
D.11

Answer B
Explanation Towards fostering friendly relations with its maritime neighbours, Indian Navy
hosted GMS-21.The event for the first time was hosted in virtual mode, with online participation
of Naval representatives from 13 Indian Ocean Littoral countries.The 13 countries included India,
Bangladesh, Comoros, Indonesia, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Myanmar,
Seychelles, Singapore, Sri Lanka and Thailand.

150) COVAXIN is developed by _____________.
A.Russia
B.India
C.USA
D.Japan
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Answer B
Explanation COVAXIN: It is Indias only indigenous Covid-19 vaccine.Produced By:Developed
by Bharat Biotech, Hyderabad in collaboration with the Indian Council of Medical Researchs
National Institute of Virology, Pune

151) What is the IUCN Status of Indian pangolin?
A.Endangered
B.Critically Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation Three of the four Asian pangolins the Chinese pangolin (Manis pentadactyla),
Sunda pangolin (Manis javanica), and Philippine pangolin are critically endangered, while the
Indian pangolin (Manis crassicaudata) is listed as endangered on the IUCN Red List.

152) When was SWAMIH fund launched?
A.2014
B.2019
C.2020
D.2021

Answer B
Explanation Rivali Park, a residential development in Mumbai's suburbs, was the first housing
project in India to receive SWAMIH Fund funding.In 2019, the SWAMIH Fund was
launched.Rivali Park Wintergreens is the Fund's first investment and also the first project to be
completed.

153) Who developed Smokeless Cremation System in 2021?
A.Indian Institute of Technology, Ropar
B.Indian Institute of Technology, Madras
C.Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur
D.None
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Answer A
Explanation The Indian Institute of Technology, Ropar, has produced a prototype of a moveable
electric cremation device that claims to be the world's first smokeless cremation system despite
the use of wood.

154) In 2019, the prison occupancy rate had risen to ________________
percent.
A.118.5
B.118.2
C.118.3
D.118.4

Answer A
Explanation In 2019, the prison occupancy rate had risen to 118.5 percent.According to the
National Crime Records Bureau, 18,86,092 inmates were admitted to prisons in 2019.In 2019,
there were 3,30,487 undertrial prisoners, accounting for 69.05 percent of the total number of
prisoners.

155) When did General Assembly decided to designate May 15 every year as
the "International Day of the Family"?
A.1992
B.1996
C.1993
D.1994

Answer C
Explanation Every year, May 15th is International Family Day. In 1993, the General Assembly
decided to designate May 15 every year as the "International Day of the Family." Since 1994,
May 15 is observed as Family Day.

156) What do you understand by an eclipse?
A.Partial or total blocking of light of one celestial object by another.
B.Partial or total blocking of light by Moon.
C.Partial or total blocking of light by Earth.
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D.Partial or total blocking of light by Sun.

Answer A
Explanation An eclipse takes place when one heavenly body such as a moon or planet moves
into the shadow of another heavenly body.

157) When was International Day of Families celebrated first?
A.1994
B.1995
C.1996
D.1997

Answer A
Explanation Every year, May 15th is International Family Day. In 1993, the General Assembly
decided to designate May 15 every year as the "International Day of the Family." Since 1994,
May 15 is observed as Family Day.

158) The efficacy of the Sputnik vaccine is _____________.
A.85%
B.91%
C.100%
D.99%

Answer B
Explanation Sputnik V was developed by the Moscow Gamleya Institute of Epidemiology and
Microbiology.These are two doses of vaccine. However, a single-dose Sputnik V vaccine was
recently produced in Russia. It is called a single light dose of an artificial satellite. India only
manages double-dose Sputnik V.Although COVISHIELD is weakened by the common cold
adenovirus that affects chimpanzees, Sputnik V was created using a different human
adenovirus.The efficacy of the vaccine is 91%. The first dose of Sputnik V was taken in
Hyderabad.

159) What is the theme of International Day of Families 2021?
A.Families and New Technologies

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

B.Families and Pandemic
C.Families and Covid-19
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The pandemic has become the focus of attention, investing in social policies that
protect the most vulnerable individuals and families.Theme 2021: Families and New
Technologies

160) When was World Telecommunication Day observed?
A.May 17
B.March 17
C.April 17
D.May 15

Answer A
Explanation World Telecommunications & Information Society Day is celebrated world wide on
May 17 annually. This day is the anniversary of the signing of the first "International Telegraph
Convention" and the founding of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU).

161) When was World Hypertension Day observed?
A.May 17
B.March 17
C.April 17
D.May 15

Answer A
Explanation Every year, May 17th is World Hypertension Day (WHD). During the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, it is very important to check your health. Don't ignore high blood pressure
or headaches. High blood pressure can cause a serious health crisis.

162) When was UN Road Safety Week observed?
A.May 17 - May 23
B.May 16 - May 22
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C.April 17 - April 13
D.May 15 - May 21

Answer A
Explanation The 6th United Nations (UN) Global Road Safety Week is being held from 17 May
to 23 May 2021. The theme of the Road Safety week is speed, focusing on Streets for Life.

163) When was National Dengue Day observed?
A.May 17
B.May 16
C.April 17
D.May 15

Answer B
Explanation In India, May 16th is National Dengue Fever Day every year. The day is an
initiative of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare to raise awareness of dengue fever and its
preventive measures before the spreading season begins, and to prepare for the control of vectorborne diseases.

164) Mission Hausla wass launched by ____________.
A.Delhi Police
B.Uttarkhand Police
C.Tamilnadu Police
D.Mizoram Police

Answer B
Explanation The Uttarakhand Police Department has launched a campaign called "Mission
Hausla" to help people obtain oxygen, beds, ventilators and plasma for Covid-19 patients. In
addition, the police will also help the public obtain medicines for Covid-19 management as part
of the mission and rations.

165) Which of the following will be the 1st country in the world to ban all
synthetic cannabinoid substances?
A.China
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B.USA
C.Japan
D.UK

Answer A
Explanation China will be the 1st country in the world to ban all synthetic cannabinoid
substances. The ban may take effect on July 1. The move came as China tried to curb the
production and trafficking of the drug.

166) When was International Telecommunication Union established?
A.1980
B.1985
C.1972
D.1970

Answer B
Explanation International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is the United Nations (UN)
information and communication technology specialized agency. It was established in 1865 to
promote international connectivity in communication networks.

167) When was first World Hypertension Day celebrated?
A.2001
B.2003
C.2005
D.2007

Answer C
Explanation Every year on May 17, the World Hypertension League (WHL) will hold a
celebration to spread peoples awareness of hypertension and its prevention, detection and control.
The main risk factor for cardiovascular disease is hypertension. WHD was first launched in May
2005.

168) The ____________ United Nations (UN) Global Road Safety Week is
being held from 17 May to 23 May 2021.
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A.2nd
B.6th
C.4th
D.5th

Answer A
Explanation The 6th United Nations (UN) Global Road Safety Week is being held from 17 May
to 23 May 2021. The theme of the Road Safety week is speed, focusing on Streets for Life. The
full theme of the United Nations is "Life Street #Love30".

169) Dengue is a _____________-borne disease.
A.mosquito
B.Water
C.Air
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Dengue fever is spread through the bite of a female mosquito (Aedes aegypti).
Dengue is a mosquito-borne disease caused by four different serotypes of dengue virus: DEN-1,
DEN-2, DEN-3 and DEN-4.

170) Mission Hausla is to help covid patients to obtain ___________.
A.oxygen
B.ventilators
C.Beds
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The Uttarakhand Police Department has launched a campaign called "Mission
Hausla" to help people obtain oxygen, beds, ventilators and plasma for Covid-19 patients. In
addition, the police will also help the public obtain medicines for Covid-19 management as part
of the mission and rations.

171) Which of the following State has the most elephant deaths on railway
lines?
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A.Assam
B.West Bengal
C.Odisha
D.Uttar Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation According to data from the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change
(MoEFCC), between 2009-10 and 2020-21, a total of 186 elephants across India were killed by
trains.The state with the most elephant deaths on railway lines was Assam (62), followed by West
Bengal (57), and Odisha (48). There was only one death in Uttar Pradesh.

172) In Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme by RBI, the bond has a maturity of
____________ years.
A.Eight
B.Six
C.Seven
D.Five

Answer A
Explanation Bonds will be sold only to individual residents, Hindu indivisible families, trusts,
universities and charities.The bond has a maturity of 8 years. After the fifth year, you can opt out
and exercise the right on the next interest payment date.

173) What is the IUCN Status of Indian Elephant?
A.Vulnerable
B.Extinct
C.Endangered
D.Critically Endangered

Answer C
Explanation Indian elephants are considered an endangered species. These elephants once
roamed across most of Asia, but their range has been reduced to about five percent of its original
area and is highly fragmented.
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174) What is the IUCN Status of Red Eared slider turtle?
A.Least Concern
B.Endangered
C.Critically Endangered
D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation The pond slider is a species of common, medium-sized, semiaquatic turtle. Three
subspecies are described, the most recognizable of which is the red-eared slider, which is popular
in the pet trade and has been introduced to other parts of the world by people releasing it to the
wild. Lifespan: 30 years (In the wild)Mass: 240 g (Adult) Encyclopedia of LifeConservation
status: Least Concern (Population stable)

175) When was National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
established?
A.1985
B.1982
C.1932
D.1965

Answer B
Explanation National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development is an apex regulatory body
for overall regulation and licensing of regional rural banks and apex cooperative banks in India. It
is under the jurisdiction of Ministry of Finance, Government of India.Founded: 12 July
1982Headquarters: Mumbai

176) When was Sikkim Statehood Day observed?
A.May 19
B.May 16
C.May 17
D.May 18

Answer C
Explanation On May 16, 1975, Sikkim became a part of the Indian Union. Since then, the 16th
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of May has been designated as Sikkim Statehood Day.

177) Rafael Nadal is a tennis player from _____________.
A.Spain
B.London
C.New York
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation Rafael Nadal is a tennis player from Spain. By the Association of Tennis
Professionals, he is ranked third in the world.To date, he has won twenty Grand Slams, including
thirteen French Open titles. In clay courts, he has a perfect winning record.

178) Where is the headquarters of International Telecommunication Union?
A.Geneva
B.New York
C.London
D.Paris

Answer A
Explanation The headquarters is in Geneva, Switzerland and ITU is also the oldest of all the UN
Specialized Agencies.Theme: Accelerating digital transformation in challenging times

179) The Indo-Sikkimese Treaty was concluded in ______________.
A.1950
B.1960
C.1975
D.1986

Answer A
Explanation The Indo-Sikkimese Treaty was concluded in 1950. Sikkim became an Indian
protectorate as a result of this. Until 1975, Sikkim was controlled by the Namgyal dynasty.Sikkim
has become the first state in the country to go completely organic. In Sikkim, all farming
activities are now conducted without the use of pesticides or synthetic fertilisers.
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180) When was World AIDS Vaccine Day observed?
A.May 18
B.May 15
C.May 12
D.May 13

Answer A
Explanation Every year, May 18th is World AIDS Vaccine Day, also known as HIV (Human
Immunodeficiency Virus) Vaccine Awareness Day. Commemorate this day to commemorate the
thousands of volunteers, health professionals, community leaders and scientists who jointly
developed the AIDS (Acquired Immunity Deficiency Syndrome) vaccine.

181) When was International Museum Day observed?
A.May 18
B.May 15
C.May 12
D.May 13

Answer A
Explanation International Museum Day is celebrated on May 18 each year to raise peoples
awareness of the following facts: Museums are an important means of cultural exchange,
enriching the culture and developing mutual understanding, cooperation and peace among
peoples of all countries.

182) When was International Day of Light observed?
A.May 18
B.May 15
C.May 16
D.May 13

Answer A
Explanation Every year, UNESCO and several other international organizations celebrate the
International Day of Light on May 16. This day celebrates the role of light in science, art, culture,
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education and sustainable development.

183) Subdoluseps nilgiriensis is ___________ in color.
A.Sandy Brown
B.Blackish brown
C.Brown
D.black

Answer A
Explanation This species is only the third skink species discovered from the Indian continent in
the past thousand years. The body of the reptile is slender, only about 7 cm, and the color is sandy
brown.

184) When was Air India founded?
A.July 1930
B.June 1930
C.May 1930
D.April 1930

Answer A
Explanation Air India is the flag carrier airline of India, headquartered at New Delhi. It is owned
by Air India Limited, a government-owned enterprise, and operates a fleet of Airbus and Boeing
aircraft serving 102 domestic and international destinations. Founded: July 1930Headquarters:
New Delhi

185) In 2021, Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank is a ____________ Minister.
A.Finance
B.Education
C.Health
D.Environment

Answer B
Explanation This year's International Invincible Gold Medal was awarded to Dr. Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank, Minister of Education of the Union. His books, society and outstanding
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public life are recognized for his extraordinary dedication and outstanding contributions to
mankind.

186) China launched its first Mars mission, Tianwen-1, in _____________.
A.July 2020
B.June 2020
C.May 2020
D.April 2020

Answer A
Explanation China launched its first Mars mission, Tianwen-1, in July 2020, carrying a lander
and rover.Since February, Tianwen-1 has been in orbit.A lander carrying the Zhurong rover
successfully landed on the surface of Mars recently.

187) Cranes are the largest birds in Ireland, standing _______________ feet
tall
A.10
B.3
C.6
D.4

Answer D
Explanation Cranes are the largest birds in Ireland, standing 4 feet tall with a wingspan of over 7
feet. They were previously numerous, but habitat damage caused them to become extinct in the
16th and 17th centuries.

188) What is the IUCN Status of Indian Elephant?
A.Endangered
B.Critically Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation The Indian elephant:One of the three existing recognized subspecies of the Asian
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elephant, native to the Asian continentIUCN Red List: EndangeredSince the 1930s, wild
populations have been reduced by at least 50%

189) Where is the headquarters of Petroleum & Explosives Safety
Organization?
A.Maharashtra
B.Uttarakhand
C.West Bengal
D.Karnataka

Answer A
Explanation About Petroleum & Explosives Safety Organization (PESO):It is an organization
under the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) of the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry.Manage the use of explosives and petrol stations in India.Headquarters: Nagpur,
Maharashtra.

190) Andrea Meza was crowned Miss Universe 2020.She is from
______________.
A.India
B.Mexico
C.Spain
D.Peru

Answer B
Explanation Mexico's Andrea Meza was crowned Miss Universe 2020. The 69th Miss Universe
pageant was held in Florida, United States, on May 16, 2021. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it
was cancelled for the first time in 2020.

191) When was International Day of Living Together in Peace observed?
A.May 16
B.May 17
C.May 18
D.May 19
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Answer A
Explanation May 16th is the International Day of Living Together in PeaceEvery year, the
United Nations and various other organisations around the world commemorate the International
Day of Living Together in Peace.

192) National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, officially launched in
_____________.
A.2010
B.2012
C.2009
D.2008

Answer A
Explanation NOAAS Okeanos Explorer is a converted United States Navy ship, now an
exploratory vessel for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, officially launched
in 2010. Starting in 2010, NOAA entered into a five-year partnership with the San Francisco
Exploratorium.

193) When was national crisis management committee formed?
A.1958
B.1972
C.1960
D.1950

Answer B
Explanation It was founded in 1972 by a consortium of organisations. Its charter was signed by
the FAO and the UNDP. It is headquartered in Telangana, India and with several regional centers
and research stations in other countries

194) The United Nations declared the year 2000 as the International Year of
Peace Culture in ______________.
A.1997
B.1998
C.1999
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D.1996

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations declared the year 2000 as the International Year of Peace
Culture in 1997.The United Nations passed a resolution titled "Declaration and Programme of
Action on a Culture of Peace" in 1999. It acts as a universal call to foster a culture of nonviolence
and peace.

195) World AIDS Day is celebrated on _____________.
A.Dec 1
B.May 1
C.Mar 1
D.Jun 1

Answer A
Explanation The HIV virus mainly attacks the body's immune system. World AIDS Day is
celebrated on 1st December 1 annually. HIV Vaccine Trial Network: a non-profit organization
that connects doctors and scientists to conduct clinical trials of HIV vaccines.

196) International Museum Day (IMD) was created in _____________.
A.1977
B.1957
C.1979
D.1980

Answer A
Explanation International Museum Day (IMD) was created in 1977 by the International Council
of Museums (ICOM). ICOM is the main and only organization of museums and museum
professionals with global influence, dedicated to the promotion and protection of natural and
cultural heritage, both tangible and intangible, now and in the future.

197) The concept of the AIDS vaccine originated from the then US President
Bill Clinton's speech at Morgan State University in _____________.
A.1998
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B.1997
C.1995
D.1996

Answer B
Explanation The concept of the AIDS vaccine originated from the then US President Bill
Clinton's speech at Morgan State University on May 18, 1997. Currently, there is no licensed
AIDS vaccine on the market. However, there are medical methods. It is recommended to use highefficiency antiretroviral therapy (HAART) to control HIV infection. However, HAART must be
used for life.

198) When was International Council of Museums (ICOM) founded?
A.1950
B.1946
C.1952
D.1948

Answer B
Explanation ICOM is the main and only organization of museums and museum professionals
with global influence, dedicated to the promotion and protection of natural and cultural heritage,
both tangible and intangible, now and in the future. It was founded in 1946 and is headquartered
in Paris, France.

199) The International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for
Children was declared by the United Nations from ______________.
A.2001 to 2010
B.2010 to 2020
C.2002 to 2011
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for Children was
declared by the United Nations from 2001 to 2010.The International Day of Living Together in
Peace was created to protect future generations from the effects of war.
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200) Where is the headquarters of International Council of Museums
(ICOM)?
A.Paris
B.New York
C.London
D.Geneva

Answer A
Explanation ICOM is the main and only organization of museums and museum professionals
with global influence, dedicated to the promotion and protection of natural and cultural heritage,
both tangible and intangible, now and in the future. It was founded in 1946 and is headquartered
in Paris, France.

201) MOMA Market App was Launched in ____________.
A.Mizoram
B.Manipur
C.Nagaland
D.Assam

Answer B
Explanation Chief Minister of Manipur State N Biren Singh (N Biren Singh) has launched a
smartphone app "MOMA Market" for fresh vegetables to be delivered to your door to ensure
People get fresh vegetables at home during the COVID-19 curfew.

202) What is the IUCN Status of Sunflower Starfish?
A.Endangered
B.Critically Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer B
Explanation About Sunflower Starfish: IUCN Red List of Threatened Species lists sunflower
starfish as critically endangered. This is one of the largest starfish in the world. They have twentyfour limbs.
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203) When was International Snow Leopard Day observed?
A.Oct 24
B.Oct 25
C.May 19
D.May 20

Answer A
Explanation On International Snow Leopard Day (October 24), India launched a snow leopard
population assessment in 2019. However, the investigation has not yet started. Some state
governments have initiated local investigations, such as Uttarakhand.

204) Starlink is a mission below which SpaceX ambitions to send
_____________ satellites to grant space-based internet.
A.12K
B.120K
C.1M
D.2k

Answer A
Explanation The first Starlink terminal will be set up in a Google datacentre in Ohio, United
States. Earlier, Microsoft has signed a comparable settlement with SpaceX to connect its Azure
cloud to Starlink. Starlink is a mission below which SpaceX ambitions to send 12,000 satellites to
grant space-based internet.

205) International Day towards Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia,
IDAHOTB is observed on _____________.
A.May 15
B.May 16
C.May 17
D.May 18

Answer C
Explanation The International Day towards Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia,
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IDAHOTB is observed on May 17 every year. The day is marked to enlarge awareness about
LGBT rights violations. Also, it goals to stimulate interest in LGBT rights work worldwide.

206) The Wholesale Price Index for the month of April 2021 stood at
_____________.
A.128.1
B.12.1
C.182.1
D.1281

Answer A
Explanation The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade lately released
Wholesale Price in India for the month of April 2021. The WPI for the month of April 2021 stood
at 128.1. The base year in calculating WPI is constant as 2011-12.

207) The Smartphone app MOMA Market is for ____________.
A.Fruits
B.Flowers
C.Grocery
D.Vegetable

Answer D
Explanation Chief Minister of Manipur State N Biren Singh (N Biren Singh) has launched a
smartphone app "MOMA Market" for fresh vegetables to be delivered to your door to ensure
People get fresh vegetables at home during the COVID-19 curfew.

208) Sunflower Starfish have ____________ limbs.
A.12
B.6
C.18
D.24

Answer D
Explanation About Sunflower Starfish: IUCN Red List of Threatened Species lists sunflower
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starfish as critically endangered. This is one of the largest starfish in the world. They have twentyfour limbs.

209) In which of the following states of India, one can find Snow leopard?
A.Arunachal Pradesh
B.Sikkim
C.Uttarakhand
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation In India, snow leopards have been found in Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim,
Uttarakhand, Himalayas, Jammu and Kashmir. These areas account for 5% of the global snow
leopard range.

210) _____________ and SpaceX signed an agreement to provide Internet
services through Starlink satellites.
A.Google Cloud
B.Google Pay
C.Airtel Cloud
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Google will provide Cloud infrastructure for this connection project, and Space X
will install ground terminals in Google's cloud data center to connect to Starlink satellites. This
will help provide fast Internet services in rural areas. This service will be available to customers
before the end of the year 2021

211) When was International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and
Biphobia observed first?
A.2003
B.2005
C.2007
D.2009

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

Answer B
Explanation IDAHOTB: It was in the beginning known as the International Day in opposition to
Homophobia. It used to be first located in 2005.Louis-Georges Tin is the founder of International
Day towards Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia.

212) Which of the following are principal agencies of commodities that are
used in calculating the fee of inflation?
A.Primary Articles
B.Fuel and Power
C.Both A And B
D.None

Answer C
Explanation The inflation fee is excessive in the month commonly because of charge rise in
crude petroleum which in turn extended the fees of petrol and diesel in the country. Also, the
price rise is due to expand in cost of manufactured foods.There are three principal agencies of
commodities that are used in calculating the fee of inflation. They are primary articles,
manufactured products and gas and power.

213) ELDERLINE ______________, a toll-free telephone hotline for the
elderly, has started operating in many states.
A.1564
B.12345
C.1467
D.14567

Answer D
Explanation ELDERLINE (14567), a toll-free telephone hotline for the elderly, has started
operating in many states. To resolve the problems faced by elderly people in the aftermath of the
covid pandemic, the Ministry of Social Justice has developed state-based call centres in five
major states.

214) What is mean by Homophobia?
A. It is dislike against gay people
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B.It is the dislike against the transgender people
C.It is the dislike against the bisexual people
D.None

Answer A
Explanation What is Transphobia, Homophobia and Biphobia?Homophobia: It is dislike against
gay peopleTransphobia: It is the dislike against the transgender peopleBiphobia: It is the dislike
against the bisexual peopleIDAHOTB

215) Where is the headquarters of SEBI?
A.Mumbai
B.Pune
C.New Delhi
D.Hyderabad

Answer A
Explanation The Securities and Exchange Board of India is the regulatory body for securities
and commodity market in India under the jurisdiction of Ministry of Finance, Government of
India. It was established on 12 April 1988 and given Statutory Powers on 30 January 1992
through the SEBI Act, 1992.

216) What is mean by Transphobia?
A. It is dislike against gay people
B.It is the dislike against the transgender people
C.It is the dislike against the bisexual people
D.None

Answer B
Explanation What is Transphobia, Homophobia and Biphobia?Homophobia: It is dislike against
gay peopleTransphobia: It is the dislike against the transgender peopleBiphobia: It is the dislike
against the bisexual peopleIDAHOTB

217) Where is the headquarters of ICMR?
A.New Delhi
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B.Mumbai
C.Chennai
D.Kolkata

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Council of Medical Research, the apex body in India for the
formulation, coordination and promotion of biomedical research, is one of the oldest and largest
medical research bodies in the world.

218) What is mean by Biphobia?
A. It is dislike against gay people
B.It is the dislike against the transgender people
C.It is the dislike against the bisexual people
D.None

Answer C
Explanation What is Transphobia, Homophobia and Biphobia?Homophobia: It is dislike against
gay peopleTransphobia: It is the dislike against the transgender peopleBiphobia: It is the dislike
against the bisexual peopleIDAHOTB

219) The term GSLEP is related to _______________.
A.Snow Leopard
B.Lion
C.Tiger
D.Dolphin

Answer A
Explanation GSLEP: GSLEP is a global snow leopard and ecosystem protection plan. It was
initiated by twelve countries in the Snow Leopard Mountains, such as India, Nepal, China,
Bhutan, Mongolia, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Afghanistan and
Russia.

220) Raman Research Institute is located in _____________.
A.Bangalore
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B.Chennai
C.Kolkata
D.Pune

Answer A
Explanation Raman Research Institute is an institute of scientific research located in Bangalore,
India. It was founded by Nobel laureate C. V. Raman. Although it began as an institute privately
owned by Sir C. V. Raman, it is now funded by the government of India. Scientists at Bengaluru's
Raman Research Institute (RRI) have developed a more reliable, quicker, and low-cost digital
receiver system for making precise magnetic field measurements.

221) When is World Bee Day observed?
A.May 20
B.May 25
C.May 28
D.May 31

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations has designated May 20 as "World Bee Day." Theme of the year
2021 is Bee engaged: Build Back Better for Bees.

222) The IAX system will connect India from Mumbai and Chennai to
______________.
A.Thailand and Malaysia
B.Thailand and Singapore
C.Malaysia and Singapore
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The IAX system will connect India from Mumbai and Chennai to Thailand and
Malaysia, and is expected to be put into service in the middle of 2023; and the IEX system will
extend India's connection range to Italy, landing in Savona and others in the Middle East
Regional landing is expected to be put into use in early 2024 in North Africa.

223) Atlas V is a launch vehicle of _____________.
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A.NASA
B.ISRO
C.JAXA
D.ESA

Answer A
Explanation Atlas V is an expendable launch system and the fifth major version in the Atlas
rocket family. It was originally designed by Lockheed Martin, now being operated by United
Launch Alliance (ULA), a joint venture between Lockheed Martin and Boeing. Atlas V is also a
major NASA launch vehicle.

224) When was National Anti-Terrorism Day observed?
A.May 21
B.May 28
C.May 25
D.May 23

Answer A
Explanation Every year on May 21st, India celebrates "National Anti-Terrorism Day." The
anniversary is the anniversary of the death of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

225) When was International Tea Day observed?
A.May 21
B.May 28
C.May 25
D.May 23

Answer A
Explanation The first International Tea Day was designated by the United Nations General
Assembly in December 2019 on May 21, 2020. The United Nations General Assembly called on
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO is an agency of the United Nations) to take the lead
for observing this day.

226) When was World Cultural Diversity Day for Dialogue & Development
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observed?
A.May 21
B.May 28
C.May 25
D.May 23

Answer A
Explanation The World Cultural Diversity Day for Dialogue and Development is held each and
every year on the day of 21st May. The purpose of the cultural diversity day is to deepen the
understanding of the value of cultural diversity & promote the four goals of the UNESCO
Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions.

227) When was World Metrology Day observed?
A.May 21
B.May 20
C.May 25
D.May 23

Answer B
Explanation Every year on May 20th, World Metrology Day is held all over the world. On this
day, many countries have carried out international cooperation to raise people's awareness of
metrology and its progress in their respective fields. The theme of World Metrology Day in 2021
is health metrology.

228) Where is the headquarters of S&P Global?
A.New York
B.Paris
C.London
D.Geneva

Answer A
Explanation According to data from S&P Global Market Intelligence, India is the second-largest
insurance technology market in the Asia-Pacific, accounting for 35% of the regions insurance
technology-focused venture capital of US$3.66 billion.
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229) When was Google founded?
A.4 September 1998
B.10 September 1998
C.24 September 1995
D.14 September 1994

Answer A
Explanation Google has announced the launch of its global licensing program News Showcase
in India. Google has signed agreements with 30 Indian publishers to provide access to some of
their content.

230) Rajiv Gandhi is the ____________ prime minister of the country India.
A.6th
B.8th
C.5th
D.4th

Answer A
Explanation Rajiv Gandhi is the 6th prime minister of the country India. He served as prime
minister of the country from 1984 to 1989. In May 1991, he was assassinated in Sriperumbudur,
Tamil Nadu.The purpose of National Anti-Terrorism Day is to raise people's awareness of
terrorism and its impact on human society. This day also spread the message of peace and
mankind.

231) In which year first International Tea Day was observed?
A.2018
B.2019
C.2020
D.2021

Answer C
Explanation The first International Tea Day was designated by the United Nations General
Assembly in December 2019 on May 21, 2020. The United Nations General Assembly called on
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the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO is an agency of the United Nations) to take the lead
for observing this day.

232) GI certified Gholvad Sapota is from _____________.
A.Maharashtra
B.Karnataka
C.Kerala
D.Tamil Nadu

Answer A
Explanation Maharashtra started exporting GI certified Gholvad Sapota (chikoo) to the United
Kingdom. The Gholvad Sapota, also known as Chikoo, is known for its sweet and distinct
flavour.Its GI certificate is held by Maharashtra Rajya Chikoo Utpadak Sangh.

233) Puer Traditional Tea Agrosystem is in _____________.
A.China
B.Japan
C.Korea
D.None

Answer A
Explanation FAO has designated 4 tea plantations in China, South Korea and Japan as important
global agricultural heritage systems.-China - Puer Traditional Tea Agrosystem-China - Fuzhou
Jasmine and Tea Culture System-Japan - Traditional Tea-grass Integrated System-Korea Traditional Hadong Tea Agrosystem, Hwagae-myeon

234) When was PM Swasthya Suraksha Yojana launched?
A.2001
B.2003
C.2005
D.2007

Answer B
Explanation PMSSY was launched in 2003 with the aim of addressing regional disparities in the
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availability of affordable/reliable tertiary healthcare services as well as improving medical
education facilities in the country.

235) Fuzhou Jasmine and Tea Culture System is in _____________.
A.China
B.Japan
C.Korea
D.None

Answer A
Explanation FAO has designated 4 tea plantations in China, South Korea and Japan as important
global agricultural heritage systems.-China - Puer Traditional Tea Agrosystem-China - Fuzhou
Jasmine and Tea Culture System-Japan - Traditional Tea-grass Integrated System-Korea Traditional Hadong Tea Agrosystem, Hwagae-myeon

236) Fuzhou Jasmine and Tea Culture System is in _____________.
A.China
B.Japan
C.Korea
D.None

Answer A
Explanation FAO has designated 4 tea plantations in China, South Korea and Japan as important
global agricultural heritage systems.-China - Puer Traditional Tea Agrosystem-China - Fuzhou
Jasmine and Tea Culture System-Japan - Traditional Tea-grass Integrated System-Korea Traditional Hadong Tea Agrosystem, Hwagae-myeon

237) When was FASTag introduced?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2014
D.2020

Answer B
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Explanation The FASTag system was first introduced in 2016, though the government had
extended the registration deadline countless times since then. Ladies and gentlemen, FASTag is
now absolutely mandatory in India.

238) Traditional Tea-grass Integrated System is in _____________.
A.China
B.Japan
C.Korea
D.None

Answer B
Explanation FAO has designated 4 tea plantations in China, South Korea and Japan as important
global agricultural heritage systems.-China - Puer Traditional Tea Agrosystem-China - Fuzhou
Jasmine and Tea Culture System-Japan - Traditional Tea-grass Integrated System-Korea Traditional Hadong Tea Agrosystem, Hwagae-myeon

239) Where is the headquarters of Archaeological Survey of India?
A.New Delhi
B.Chennai
C.Kolkata
D.Pune

Answer A
Explanation The Archaeological Survey of India is an Indian government agency attached to the
Ministry of Culture that is responsible for archaeological research and the conservation and
preservation of cultural monuments in the country. It was founded in 1861 by Alexander
Cunningham who also became its first Director-General.

240) Traditional Hadong Tea Agrosystem, Hwagae-myeon is in
_____________.
A.China
B.Japan
C.Korea
D.None
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Answer C
Explanation FAO has designated 4 tea plantations in China, South Korea and Japan as important
global agricultural heritage systems.-China - Puer Traditional Tea Agrosystem-China - Fuzhou
Jasmine and Tea Culture System-Japan - Traditional Tea-grass Integrated System-Korea Traditional Hadong Tea Agrosystem, Hwagae-myeon

241) When did UNESCO adopted World Declaration of Cultural Diversity?
A.2002
B.2001
C.2003
D.2004

Answer B
Explanation In 2001, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) adopted the "World Declaration of Cultural Diversity" due to the destruction of
Bamiyan's Buddha statue in Afghanistan in 2001.

242) Where is the headquarters of International Organization for Legal
Metrology?
A.Paris
B.New York
C.California
D.Geneva

Answer A
Explanation The International Organization of Legal Metrology, is an intergovernmental
organization that was created in 1955 to promote the global harmonization of the legal metrology
procedures that underpin and facilitate internationaal trade.

243) When was United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization founded?
A.1952
B.1945
C.1905
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D.1965

Answer B
Explanation The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization is a
specialised agency of the United Nations aimed at promoting world peace and security through
international cooperation in education, the sciences, and culture.

244) When was Ayushman Bharat launched?
A.23 September 2018
B.24 September 2019
C.23 October 2018
D.24 September 2018

Answer A
Explanation Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana of the Government of India
aims to provide free access to healthcare for 50 crore people in the country. People using the
program access their own primary care services from a family doctor.

245) Which of the following state ranks 1st in Implementation of Smart City
Mission Schemes?
A.Rajasthan
B.Jharkhand
C.Kerala
D.Maharashtra

Answer B
Explanation According to the implementation progress of the smart city project, Jharkhand ranks
first among the 36 states in India and UT. At the same time, in terms of the progress of the
ongoing mission plan for 100 cities, Ranchi, the capital of Jharkhand, has risen to the 12th place.

246) When was International Day for Biological Diversity observed?
A.May 20
B.May 22
C.May 24
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D.May 24

Answer B
Explanation The United Nations celebrates International Biodiversity Day on May 22 every year
to raise people's awareness of the substantial reduction in biodiversity caused by certain human
activities.

247) Mylab Coviself (Self test kit) approved for the first time in the
_____________ in November last year.
A.United States
B.Russia
C.UK
D.Japan

Answer A
Explanation This is India's first Covid-19 self-check kit recently approved by ICMR. This means
that anyone can collect their own nose samples and test them for SARS-CoV-2. This self-test kit
was approved for the first time in the United States in November last year. Similar kits have also
been approved in Europe and South Korea.

248) What is the IUCN Status of Amorphophallus titanium - Corpse flower?
A.Critically Endangered
B.Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer B
Explanation Over a thousand human beings queued up outdoor an abandoned fuel station in San
Franciscos Bay Area to capture a glimpse of the corpse flower. It used to be listed as an
endangered plant in 2018 by means of the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN).

249) When was National Gallery of Modern Art established?
A.1958
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B.1954
C.1960
D.1964

Answer B
Explanation . International Museums Day is found each and every year on 18 May.National
Gallery of Modern Art: It was launched in 1954. It is the premier artwork gallery below the
Ministry of Culture. It has a series of artwork of extra than 2000 artists.

250) When was Competition Commission of India established?
A.2006
B.2003
C.2010
D.2009

Answer B
Explanation Competition Commission of India (CCI) acts as India's competition regulator.The
Commission was established in 2003, although it was not fully operational until 2009.

251) When was INS Rajput built?
A.1985
B.1980
C.1970
D.1975

Answer B
Explanation About INS Rajput:The Indian Navy's first destroyer was the INS Rajput. It was the
lead ship of the former Soviet Union's Kashin-class destroyers. It was given the Russian name
Nadezhny,' which means hope.'It was built in the year 1980.

252) Which of the following award is given for a sportsperson's spectacular
and most outstanding success over a four-year span in the field of sports?
A.Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award
B.Arjuna Award
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C.Dronacharya Award
D.Dhyan Chand Award

Answer A
Explanation Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award: for a sportsperson's spectacular and most
outstanding success over a four-year span in the field of sports.Arjuna Award: for four years of
consistently exceptional success.

253) Mucormycosis is a ____________ fungus that has been found in
COVID-19 patients.
A.black
B.white
C.blue
D.green

Answer A
Explanation Under the Epidemic Diseases Act of 1897, the Union government has asked the
states to declare mucormycosis an epidemic. Mucormycosis is a black fungus that has been found
in COVID-19 patients.

254) Which of the following award is given for four years of consistently
exceptional success?
A.Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award
B.Arjuna Award
C.Dronacharya Award
D.Dhyan Chand Award

Answer A
Explanation Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award: for a sportsperson's spectacular and most
outstanding success over a four-year span in the field of sports.Arjuna Award: for four years of
consistently exceptional success.

255) The RBI has approved ____________ prepaid payment instruments
(PPIs) in the country so far.
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A.32
B.37
C.35
D.30

Answer B
Explanation The RBI has approved 37 prepaid payment instruments (PPIs) in the country so
far.After completing full KYC, a maximum of two lakh rupees can be kept in different wallets.
By March 31, 2022, all PPIs must ensure interoperability.

256) Which of the following award is given to coaches who have produced
medal winners at major international sporting events??
A.Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award
B.Arjuna Award
C.Dronacharya Award
D.Dhyan Chand Award

Answer C
Explanation Dronacharya Award: given to coaches who have produced medal winners at major
international sporting events.Dhyan Chand Award: for contributions to sports development over a
lifetime.

257) What is the size of A-76 Ice Block?
A.4320 sq km
B.4350 sq km
C.4620 sq km
D.1320 sq km

Answer A
Explanation An enormous iceberg 'A-76' has calved from the western side of the Ronne Ice
Shelf, lying in the Weddell Sea, in Antarctica.It measures around 4320 sq km in size currently
making it the largest berg in the world.

258) Which of the following award is givenfor contributions to sports
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development over a lifetime?
A.Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award
B.Arjuna Award
C.Dronacharya Award
D.Dhyan Chand Award

Answer D
Explanation Dronacharya Award: given to coaches who have produced medal winners at major
international sporting events.Dhyan Chand Award: for contributions to sports development over a
lifetime.

259) When did Russia and China signed a Nuclear Energy Cooperation
Project Agreement?
A.2015
B.2018
C.2019
D.2020

Answer B
Explanation In 2018, Russia and China signed a Nuclear Energy Cooperation Project
Agreement.The countries agreed to build Units 3 and 4 of the Xudapu Nuclear Power Plant, as
well as Units 7 and 8 of the Tianwan Nuclear Power Plant, as part of the agreement.

260) Which of the following award is given granted to corporations and
individuals who have made a significant contribution to the promotion and
advancement of sports?
A.Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award
B.Arjuna Award
C.Dronacharya Award
D.Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puraskar

Answer D
Explanation Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puraskar: granted to corporations and individuals who
have made a significant contribution to the promotion and advancement of sports.The Maulana
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Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy is awarded to a university for overall excellence in interuniversity competition.

261) In which year does Smart City Mission launched?
A.2010
B.2015
C.2014
D.2016

Answer B
Explanation National Smart Cities Mission is an urban renewal and retrofitting program by the
Government of India with the mission to develop smart cities across the country, making them
citizen friendly and sustainable.

262) Which of the following award is awarded to a university for overall
excellence in inter-university competition?
A.Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award
B.Arjuna Award
C.Dronacharya Award
D.Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy

Answer D
Explanation Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puraskar: granted to corporations and individuals who
have made a significant contribution to the promotion and advancement of sports.The Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy is awarded to a university for overall excellence in interuniversity competition.The Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy is awarded to a
university for overall excellence in inter-university competition.

263) International Museums Day is on _____________.
A.May 15
B.May 18
C.May 20
D.May 21
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Answer B
Explanation The app will allow museum viewers to listen to anecdotes and tales associated to
the Indian present-day art exhibited at the Gallery. It has been launched to grant a better way of
viewing the museum to visitors. International Museums Day is found each and every year on 18
May.

264) International Day to End Obstetric Fistula is on ______________.
A.23 May
B.24 May
C.23 Jun
D.24 Jun

Answer A
Explanation Since 2013, May 23 is the United Nations International Ending Obstetric Fistula
Day to promote the treatment and prevention of obstetric fistula. This situation affects many girls
and women during childbirth in developing countries.

265) When was Internet Explorer (IE) browser launched?
A.2015
B.2020
C.2000
D.1995

Answer D
Explanation Technology giant Microsoft with more than 25 years of experience has decided to
suspend its iconic Internet Explorer (IE) browser, which will take effect on June 15, 2022. The
Internet Explorer (IE) browser was launched in 1995.

266) Which of the following states have become the first states to announce the
payment of a Goods and Services Tax (GST) component for Covid-19-related
medical supplies.?
A.Haryana
B.Gujarat
C.Both A and B
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D.Kerala

Answer C
Explanation Haryana and Gujarat have become the first states to announce the payment of a
Goods and Services Tax (GST) component for Covid-19-related medical supplies.

267) Where is the headquarters of HyperVerge?
A.USA
B.UK
C.Japan
D.Russia

Answer A
Explanation HyperVerge is an AI company with solutions powering applications for large
enterprise clients in Financial Services, Telecom, Energy, Security, and Defense. It was founded
in 2014 headquartered in US.

268) World Turtle Day is on _____________.
A.May 24
B.May 23
C.Jun 23
D.Jun 24

Answer B
Explanation World Turtle Day was celebrated on May 23, 2021. It is discovered to raise
awareness among humans about turtle & tortoise and their habitats. Celebration of the day is
subsidized by way of a non-profit enterprise American Tortoise Rescue (ATR) since 2000.

269) How many countries are in the Commonwealth 2020?
A.52
B.54
C.62
D.55
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Answer B
Explanation 54 countriesThere are now 54 countries in the Commonwealth, with a combined
population of 2.4 billion.

270) COVID-19 antibody detection kit developed by ______________.
A.DRDO
B.ICMR
C.AIIMS
D.WHO

Answer A
Explanation COVID-19 antibody detection kit developed by DRDO.The DIPAS-VDx
COVID-19 IgG Antibody Microwell ELISA for sero-surveillance is the name of the antibody
detection kit.

271) When was India Meteorological Department founded?
A.1985
B.1875
C.1980
D.1978

Answer B
Explanation The India Meteorological Department is an agency of the Ministry of Earth
Sciences of the Government of India. It is the principal agency responsible for meteorological
observations, weather forecasting and seismology.

272) In Which year National Company Law Tribunal founded?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
D.2018

Answer B
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Explanation The National Company Law Tribunal is a quasi-judicial body in India that
adjudicates issues relating to Indian companies. Founded: 1 June 2016

273) When was Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay National Welfare Fund for
Sportspersons founded?
A.March 1982
B.May 1985
C.June 1982
D.April 1985

Answer A
Explanation The Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay National Welfare Fund for Sportspersons
(PDUNWFS) has approved financial assistance.About the Fund:Founded in March 1982 with the
goal of assisting outstanding athletes from the past who were living in impoverished
circumstances and had brought glory to the country through sports.In May 2016, the scheme was
revised to provide lump sum ex-gratia assistance to outstanding athletes from the past.

274) When was Kyasanur Forest Disease discovered?
A.1956
B.1965
C.1957
D.1978

Answer C
Explanation Kyasanur Forest Disease:It's caused by the Kyasanur Forest Disease Virus (KFDV),
which mostly affects humans and monkeys. It was discovered in 1957 in a sick monkey from
Karnataka's Kyasanur Forest. Since then, 400-500 human cases have been reported per year.

275) Common Wealth Day is on _____________.
A.24th May
B.25th May
C.26th May
D.27th May
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Answer A
Explanation Every year on the second Monday of March, the Commonwealth Day is observed.
However, another Commonwealth Day is observed on May 24 in India.

276) When was Global Campaign to Prevent Fistula Disease launched?
A.2002
B.2003
C.2004
D.2005

Answer B
Explanation In 2003, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and its partners launched
the "Global Campaign to Prevent Fistula Disease", a collaborative initiative to prevent fistula
disease and restore the health of those affected by the disease. The date was officially recognized
in 2012.Theme: Womens rights are human rights! End fistula now!

277) When was firefox released?
A.2001
B.2002
C.2003
D.2005

Answer B
Explanation Firefox Browser, also known as Mozilla Firefox or simply Firefox, is a free and
open-source web browser developed by the Mozilla Foundation and its subsidiary, the Mozilla
Corporation. Firefox uses the Gecko layout engine to render web pages, which implements
current and anticipated web standards.

278) American Tortoise Rescue was founded in _____________.
A.1998
B.1990
C.1995
D.1997
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Answer B
Explanation American Tortoise Rescue which used to be founded in 1990 is the founding
sponsor of World Turtle Day. However, WORLD TURTLE DAY time period was trademarked
by means of Susan Tellem.

279) In which year first International Day to End Obstetric Fistula observed?
A.2002
B.2012
C.2003
D.2013

Answer D
Explanation Since 2013, May 23 is the United Nations International Ending Obstetric Fistula
Day to promote the treatment and prevention of obstetric fistula. This situation affects many girls
and women during childbirth in developing countries.

280) Commonwealth Day is also known as _____________.
A.Empire Day
B.King Day
C.Kingdom Day
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Commonwealth Day is also known as Empire Day.Commonwealth Memorial Day
commemorates the establishment of the British Empire in India and other British colonies.

281) In which year International Day to End Obstetric Fistula was
recognized?
A.2010
B.2012
C.2013
D.2001

Answer B
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Explanation In 2003, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and its partners launched
the "Global Campaign to Prevent Fistula Disease", a collaborative initiative to prevent fistula
disease and restore the health of those affected by the disease. The date was officially recognized
in 2012.Theme: Womens rights are human rights! End fistula now!

282) What is the IUCN Status of Green Turtle?
A.Critically Endangered
B.Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer B
Explanation The Olive Ridley, Leatherback and Loggerhead are listed as 'Vulnerable' on the
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.The Hawksbill turtle is listed as 'Critically Endangered'
and Green Turtle is listed as 'Endangered' on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.

283) What is the IUCN Status of Gharial Crocodile?
A.Endangered
B.Critically Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer B
Explanation India and Nepal have started conservation plans, focusing on the reintroduction of
captive food ingredients. But since 2007, they have been listed as "critically endangered" in the
IUCN Red List.

284) When was United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) established?
A.2010
B.2012
C.2014
D.2016

Answer B
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Explanation The Indian Biodiversity Awards initiative was co-sponsored by the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change; the National Biodiversity Agency (NBA) and the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) were established in 2012. It recognizes and
respects the outstanding models of grassroots organizations in biodiversity conservation,
sustainable use and governance of biological resources.

285) When was Wildlife Trust of India established?
A.Nov 1995
B.Nov 1998
C.Oct 1996
D.Oct 1997

Answer B
Explanation The Wildlife Trust of India is an Indian nature conservation organisation to
conserve wildlife and its habitat and to work for the welfare of individual wild animals. It was
founded in November 1998, New Delhi.

286) When was World Thyroid Day observed?
A.May 25
B.May 26
C.May 27
D.May 28

Answer A
Explanation World Thyroid Day is found globally on 25 May each year. The foremost purpose
of the WTD is to aware of the significance of Thyroid and the prevention and treatment of thyroid
diseases.

287) When was Khonoma Nature Reserve and Tragopan Nature Reserve
(KNCTS) established?
A.December 11, 1998
B.December 11, 1958
C.December 12, 1998
D.December 12, 1958
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Answer A
Explanation The Khonoma Nature Reserve and Tragopan Nature Reserve (KNCTS) in Nagaland
received awards in the category of Sustainable Use of Biological Resources. KNCTS was
established on December 11, 1998. The protected area was awarded for maintaining the
biodiversity of the Konoma area inhabited by a variety of endemic flora and fauna.

288) World Thyroid day is established in ____________.
A.2008
B.2010
C.2015
D.2009

Answer A
Explanation World Thyroid day is established in 2008 as a part of the marketing campaign led
by way of the European Thyroid Association (ETA) and the American Thyroid Association
(ATA) followed through the Latin American Thyroid Society (LATS) and Asia Oceania Thyroid
Association (AOTA) to commemorate the sufferers with Thyroid illnesses and doctors and
medical practitioner who treat them.

289) Who topped the Bloomberg Billionaires Index?
A.Jeff Bezos - United States
B.Bernard Arnault - France
C.Elon Musk - United States
D.Bill Gates - United States

Answer A
Explanation Jeffrey Preston Bezos is an American business magnate, media proprietor, and
investor. Bezos is the founder and CEO of the multi-national technology company Amazon.

290) Where is Khonoma Nature Reserve and Tragopan Nature Reserve?
A.Mizoram
B.Nagaland
C.Assam
D.Tripura

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

Answer B
Explanation The Khonoma Nature Reserve and Tragopan Nature Reserve (KNCTS) in Nagaland
received awards in the category of Sustainable Use of Biological Resources. KNCTS was
established on December 11, 1998. The protected area was awarded for maintaining the
biodiversity of the Konoma area inhabited by a variety of endemic flora and fauna.

291) When was Council of Scientific and Industrial Research established?
A.1950
B.1942
C.1945
D.1948

Answer B
Explanation The CSIR-Central Scientific Instrument Organization (CSIR-CSIO) has permitted
UV Disinfection technology to 28 indigenous manufacturers. CSIR-CSIO has developed UV
disinfection technology to combat the SARS-CoV-2 virus.

292) Which nation will host G7 Summit in 2021?
A.France
B.UK
C.Japan
D.US

Answer B
Explanation The G7 Summit 2021 will be hosted by the United Kingdom and British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson had extended an invitation to Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
attend the summit. PM Modi has accepted the invitation.

293) Mount Nyiragongo is a volcano located _____________ from Goma.
A.10 kilometres
B.15 kilometres
C.12 kilometres
D.13 kilometres
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Answer A
Explanation Mount Nyiragongo is a volcano located 10 kilometres from Goma.Thousands of
residents have been frightened as a result of the eruption. As a result, they are now fleeing to the
east, towards Rwanda.

294) Where is Galwan Valley located?
A.Eastern Ladakh
B.Jammu
C.Kashmir
D.Western Ladakh

Answer A
Explanation In the first week of May, there was a minor clash between Indian and Chinese
troops in the no-patrolling zone at Galwan Valley in eastern Ladakh.

295) When was one stop Centre scheme started?
A.April 2015
B.April 2019
C.April 2014
D.April 2016

Answer A
Explanation One Stop Centre Scheme [UPSC Notes] One-Stop Centre Scheme addresses GenderBased Violence. It was implemented from 1st April 2015. The major aim of the scheme is to
facilitate access to a wide range of services to women affected by violence.

296) When was Kalakshetra Foundation established?
A.1963
B.1936
C.1945
D.1954

Answer B
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Explanation The Kalakshetra Foundation is a cultural and arts academy. It is dedicated to the
preservation of traditional values in Indian art and crafts, particularly in the fields of
Bharatanatyam dance and Gandharvaveda music.It is headquartered in Chennai.It was established
in the year 1936.

297) When was MGNREGA launched?
A.2005
B.2006
C.2007
D.2008

Answer A
Explanation Mahatma Gandhi Employment Guarantee Act 2005, is an Indian labour law and
social security measure that aims to guarantee the 'right to work'. This act was passed in
September 2005 under the UPA government of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh.

298) In which of the following languages does e-Courts Services Mobile App
available?
A.Hindi
B.English
C.Kannada
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The Supreme Court's e-committee has released a manual for its "e-Courts Services
Mobile App" in 14 languages, and the app itself has received over 57 lakh downloads.The manual
is available in the following languages: English, Hindi, Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada,
Khasi, Malayalam, Marathi, Nepali, Odia, Punjabi, Tamil, and Telugu.

299) International Biodiversity Day is on ____________.
A.May 21
B.May 22
C.May 24
D.May 25
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Answer B
Explanation The Indian Biodiversity Award 2021 was awarded on the occasion of International
Biodiversity Day on May 22. KrishiAvam Paristhitiki Vikas Sansthan (KRAPAVIS) won an
award in the category "Sustainable Use of Biological Resources".

300) Where is Rangana Fort located?
A.Maharashtra
B.West Bengal
C.Kerala
D.Karnataka

Answer A
Explanation Maharashtra lists 14 attractions, including Shivneri Fort, Raigad Fort, Torna Fort,
Rajgad Fort, Lohagad, Mulher Fort, Ankai Tankai Fort, Salher Fort, Rangana Fort, Ankai Tankai
Fort, Kasa Fort, Sindhudurg Fort, Alibag Fort, Suvarnadurg and Khanderi Fort. All sites are
important in history.

301) Which of the plants can be affected by Whiteflies?
A.Cotton
B.Coconut
C.Banana
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Cotton is one of the most severely affected crops by these, and Bt. Cotton is not
resistant to white flies.They were also discovered to broaden their host range on valuable plant
species such as coconut, banana, mango, sapota, guava, cashew, oil palm, and ornamental and
medicinal plants.

302) When was Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) founded?
A.23 December 1986
B.23 December 1957
C.23 December 1975
D.23 December 1985

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(May 1 - May 31, 2021)

Answer A
Explanation The Bureau of Indian Standards is the national Standards Body of India working
under the aegis of Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Government of
India. It is established by the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986 which came into effect on 23
December 1986.

303) Where is Technology Development Board located?
A.New Delhi
B.Bangalore
C.Mumbai
D.Pune

Answer A
Explanation The Government of india constituted the Technology Development Board (TDB) in
September 1996. Under the Technology Development Board Act, 1995. As a statutory body, to
promote development.

304) Shahi litchi was the fourth agricultural product in ____________ to
receive GI certification.
A.Maharashtra
B.Bihar
C.Odisha
D.Kerala

Answer B
Explanation Shahi litchi was the fourth agricultural product in Bihar to receive GI certification
in 2018, following Jardalu mango, Katarni rice, and Magahi paan.The GI registration of Shahi
Litchi is carried out by the Litchi Growers Association in Muzaffarpur, Bihar.

305) Where are the headquarters of Bureau of Indian Standards?
A.Mumbai
B.New Delhi
C.Chandigarh
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D.Kolkata

Answer B
Explanation BIS has its Headquarters at New Delhi and its 05 Regional Offices (ROs) are at
Kolkata (Eastern), Chennai (Southern), Mumbai (Western), Chandigarh (Northern) and Delhi
(Central).

306) When did Shahi litchi got GI certificate?
A.2019
B.2018
C.2015
D.2016

Answer B
Explanation Shahi litchi was the fourth agricultural product in Bihar to receive GI certification
in 2018, following Jardalu mango, Katarni rice, and Magahi paan.The GI registration of Shahi
Litchi is carried out by the Litchi Growers Association in Muzaffarpur, Bihar.

307) When was China's 17+1 cooperation established?
A.2021
B.2012
C.2015
D.2016

Answer B
Explanation The format was founded in 2012 in Warsaw to push for cooperation of the "17+1"
(the 17 CEE countries and China). The 17+1 meet annually; summits were held in Dubrovnik
(2019), Sofia (2018), Budapest (2017), Riga (2016), Suzhou (2015), Belgrade (2014), Bucharest
(2013) and Warsaw (2012).

308) When was Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme established?
A.1958
B.1991
C.1995
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D.1968

Answer A
Explanation Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (AMAP): it monitors the Arctic
environment, ecosystems and human populations, and provides scientific advice to support
governments as they tackle pollution and adverse effects of climate change. AMAP, the Arctic
Monitoring and Assessment Programme, is an international organization established in 1991.

309) When did International Atomic Energy Agency won Nobel Peace prize?
A.2005
B.2003
C.2006
D.2009

Answer A
Explanation The IAEA has 173 member countries.Most of the UN member states and the Holy
See are members of the International Atomic Energy Agency.It also won the Nobel Peace Prize
in 2005.

310) Where is Durham University located?
A.UK
B.USA
C.Japan
D.China

Answer A
Explanation Durham University is a collegiate public research university in Durham, England,
founded by an Act of Parliament in 1832 and incorporated by royal charter in 1837.

311) When was World Hunger Day observed?
A.May 28
B.May 25
C.May 26
D.May 24
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Answer A
Explanation Every May 28th, World Hunger Day is celebrated globally. The goal of this day is
to raise awareness of more than 820 million chronically hungry people worldwide. The initiative
recognizes the urgent need to save nearly a quarter of the 1 billion people from malnutrition and
chronic hunger.

312) International Womens Health Action Day is on ___________.
A.May 25
B.May 28
C.May 31
D.May 22

Answer B
Explanation Since 1987, the International Womens Health Action Day has been celebrated on
May 28 every year to raise awareness of issues related to womens health and well-being. The
Latin American and Caribbean Womens Health Network (LACWHN) and Womens Global
Reproductive Rights Network (WGNRR) launched the day.

313) When was Vesak Day observed?
A.May 26
B.May 25
C.May 27
D.May 28

Answer A
Explanation Vesak Day 2021 will be held on May 26th all over the world. Vesak Day, the full
moon day is the holiest day for Buddhists in the world. On this day, Buddha Shakyamuni became
enlightened. The United Nations commemorates this day every year.

314) Where is Kuno National Park located?
A.Maharashtra
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Karnataka
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D.Kerala

Answer B
Explanation The cheetah is regarded as the fastest land animal in the world. The animal has been
declared extinct in India in 1952 and is expected to be reintroduced to India in the Kuno National
Park in Madhya Pradesh in November this year.

315) From when International Womens Health Action Day been celebrated?
A.1985
B.1987
C.1956
D.1986

Answer B
Explanation Since 1987, the International Womens Health Action Day has been celebrated on
May 28 every year to raise awareness of issues related to womens health and well-being. The
Latin American and Caribbean Womens Health Network (LACWHN) and Womens Global
Reproductive Rights Network (WGNRR) launched the day.

316) When was The Hunger Project founded?
A.1956
B.1975
C.1977
D.1957

Answer C
Explanation The Hunger Project is an organization committed to the sustainable end of world
hunger. It has ongoing programs in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, where it implements
programs aimed at mobilizing rural grassroots communities to achieve sustainable progress in
health, education, nutrition, and family income.

317) The International Vesak Summit is being organized since ____________.
A.2004
B.2005
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C.2006
D.2007

Answer A
Explanation The International Vesak Summit is being organized since 2004. Held in Vietnam in
2019. Till now, the summit has been held 11 times in Thailand, 3 times in Vietnam, and 1 time in
Sri Lanka.

318) When was World Hunger Day started?
A.2011
B.2015
C.2013
D.2012

Answer A
Explanation World Hunger Day is an initiative initiated by The Hunger Project, which was first
launched in 2011. This year is the 11th annual World Hunger Day, looking at the issue of hunger
as a whole. India positioned in 94th place out of 107 countries in the 2020 Global Hunger Index.

319) International Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Non-Self-Governing
Territories is observed from ____________ to _____________.
A.May 25 to May 30
B.May 25 to May 31
C.May 24 to May 30
D.May 26 to May 31

Answer B
Explanation The United Nations is celebrating the "International Week of Solidarity with the
Peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories" from May 25 to 31, 2021. A Non-Self-Governing
Territory is one where people have not attained a full measure of self-government, according to
the UN Charter.

320) What is the rank of India in Global Hunger Index 2020?
A.107
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B.100
C.94
D.97

Answer C
Explanation World Hunger Day is an initiative initiated by The Hunger Project, which was first
launched in 2011. This year is the 11th annual World Hunger Day, looking at the issue of hunger
as a whole. India positioned in 94th place out of 107 countries in the 2020 Global Hunger Index.

321) Where is the headquarters of International Atomic Energy Agency?
A.Austria
B.Switzerland
C.Paris
D.Geneva

Answer A
Explanation Headquarters is in Vienna, AustriaThe IAEA has 173 member countries.Most of the
UN member states and the Holy See are members of the International Atomic Energy Agency.It
also won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2005.

322) When was International Day of UN Peacekeepers observed?
A.May 28
B.May 29
C.May 27
D.May 26

Answer B
Explanation May 29 will be the International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers. On May 29,
1948, the first United Nations peacekeeping mission was established when the Security Council
authorized a small number of United Nations military observers in the Middle East.

323) When was International Day of UN Peacekeepers observed?
A.May 26
B.May 27
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C.May 28
D.May 29

Answer D
Explanation May 29 will be the International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers. On May 29,
1948, the first United Nations peacekeeping mission was established when the Security Council
authorized a small number of United Nations military observers in the Middle East.

324) When was Menstrual Hygiene day was observed?
A.May 28
B.May 29
C.May 30
D.May 31

Answer A
Explanation Every year, May 28th is World Menstrual Health Day. The day was marked on a
global scale to resolve social stigma and raise awareness of maintaining menstrual hygiene.
Theme: Action and Investment in Menstrual Hygiene and Health.

325) When Lunar Eclipse occur?
A.When Earth is between Sun and Moon
B.When Earth is between Sun and Moon
C.When Moon is between Earth and Sun
D.When Earth is between Sun and other celestial bodies

Answer B
Explanation A lunar eclipse occurs when Earth crosses between the moon and the sun, which
casts a shadow of Earth onto the moon.

326) Which country has been validated by the World Health Organization
(WHO) for having eliminated trachoma?
A.Zimbabwe
B.Gambia
C.South Africa
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D.Chad

Answer B
Explanation The World Health Organization (WHO) has recently validated Gambia for having
eliminated trachoma as a public health problem.With this, Gambia became the second country in
WHOs African Region to achieve this milestone. WHO launched the 20212030 road map for
neglected tropical diseases. Cte dIvoire was the first to achieve this feat.

327) When did Lunar Eclipse happen?
A.Half Moon
B.Full Moon
C.Equinox
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation Eclipses of the Moon happen at Full Moon, when the Sun, Earth and Moon are
aligned to form an exact or an almost straight line.

328) In which year, the World Health Organization (WHO) was founded ?
A.1989
B.1967
C.1948
D.1956

Answer C
Explanation World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of United Nations. It is
responsible for international public health. It was founded in 1948 and is headquartered at
Geneva, Switzerland.

329) Select the correct option matching together about Earth shadows: 1.
Umbra darker, central part 2. Penumbra the outer part 3. Antumbra partly
shaded area beyond the umbra
A.1 and 2
B.2 and 3
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C.Only 1
D.All 1, 2, 3

Answer D
Explanation Umbra is the innermost and darkest part of the shadow and an observer experiences
total eclipse. Penumbra is the region in which only a portion of the light source is blocked by the
body. Therefore, an observer experiences partial eclipse. Antumbra is the lighter area of a shadow
that appears beyond umbra. An observer experiences annular eclipse.

330) On which commissions recommendations; Reserve Bank of India was
established?
A.Chamberlain Commission
B.Hilton Young Commission
C.Keynes Commission
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation Reserve Bank of India was established on 1 April 1935, based on recommendations
of Hilton Young Commission.

331) The World Health Organization (WHO) has collaborated with which
company to distribute Covid vaccines under Covax alliance?
A.Pfizer
B.Roche
C.Merck
D.Johnson & Johnson

Answer A
Explanation The World Health Organization (WHO) has collaborated with the American
pharmaceutical firm Pfizer recently.As per the deal, 40 million doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech
coronavirus vaccine will be distributed for poor and lower-middle income countries under its
COVAX programme.

332) When was the Central Bureau of Investigation established?
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A.1982
B.1963
C.1957
D.1971

Answer B
Explanation The Central Bureau of Investigation was established in 1963 on the basis of a
resolution of the Home Ministry. Subodh Kumar Jaiswal has been appointed as the new Director
of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) by the Central Government. The Director of the CBI
was appointed under Section 4A of the Delhi Special Police Agency Act of 1946.

333) Which of the following is not the work of RBI?
A.Bank of the banks
B.Credit controller
C.Custodian of foreign currency
D.Allocating funds directly to the farmers for agricultural development

Answer D
Explanation RBI allocates funds to NABARD for agricultural development. NABARD further
allocates funds to farmers for agricultural development through rural banks and commercial
banks.

334) What is the IUCN Status of Blackbuck?
A.Least Concern
B.Vulnerable
C.Extinct
D.Endangered

Answer A
Explanation Protection Status:Wildlife Protection Act 1972: Schedule IIUCN Status: Least
ConcernCITES: Appendix IIIThreats include fragmentation of habitat, deforestation, natural
disasters, and illegal hunting.

335) Who mints the coins in India?
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A.Ministry of Finance
B.Reserve Bank of India
C.Prime Minister's Office
D.Commerce and Industry Ministry

Answer A
Explanation In India, the RBI is responsible for the printing of currency notes, while the work of
printing one rupee note and all the minting of coins is done by the Finance Ministry.

336) Who appointments the director of Central Bureau of Investigation?
A.President
B.Prime Minister
C.Committee constituted under the chairmanship of Central Vigilance Commissioner
D.Committee constituted under the chairmanship of the Home Minister

Answer C
Explanation Appointment of director of Central Bureau of Investigation is done by the
committee under the leadership of the Central Vigilance Commissioner. The committee
comprises of Vigilance Commissioner, secretary of the Home Ministry and secretary of the
Cabinet Secretariat.

337) How long does the accounting year of the Reserve Bank of India come
from?
A.1st April to 30th March
B.1st July to 1st June
C.1st July to 30th June
D.January 1 to December 31

Answer C
Explanation The accounting year of the Reserve Bank of India is between 1 July and 30 June,
while the country's financial year is between 1 April and 30 March.

338) What is the tenure of director of Central Bureau of Investigation?
A.2 years
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B.4 years
C.6 years
D.5 years

Answer B
Explanation Appointment of director of Central Bureau of Investigation is done for 2 years as
per the Central Vigilance Commission Act, 2003.

339) Who was the first governor of Reserve Bank of India from Indian origin?
A.C. Rajagopalachari
B.Osborne Smith
C.L. K. Jha
D.C.D. Deshmukh

Answer D
Explanation The first Indian-origin governor of the Reserve Bank of India was C.D. Deshmukh
while very first Governor of RBI was Osborne Smith, an Englishman.

340) The Central Bureau of Investigation comes under the ____________.
A.Ministry of Home Affairs
B.Ministry of Personnel and Training
C.Ministry of Women and Child Development
D.Ministry of Law

Answer B
Explanation The Central Bureau of Investigation was established under the Home Ministry but
later on it was put under the supervision of Ministry of Personnel and training.

341) Which country has terminated its relationship with World Health
Organization over its handling of the Corona virus pandemic?
A.China
B.USA
C.Brazil
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D.UK

Answer B
Explanation The Former President of the United States Donald Trump has announced that US is
terminating its relationship with World Health Organization over its handling of the Corona
virus.The President has been blaming WHO and China for the deaths and damages caused by the
pandemic across the world. The President also said that the funds provided by the US to WHO
will be redirected to other global public health needs. He also issued directions to deny entry to
certain Chinese nationals and tightened regulations against Chinese investments in America.

342) When was International Everest Day observed?
A.May 29
B.May 28
C.May 27
D.May 26

Answer A
Explanation May 29 is the International Mount Everest Day. Tenzing Norgay of Nepal and
Edmund Hillary of New Zealand climbed Mt. This day is celebrated with commemorations,
parades and special events in Kathmandu and the Everest region.

343) When was World Digestive Health Day observed?
A.May 29
B.May 28
C.May 27
D.May 26

Answer A
Explanation Every year, May 29th is World Digestive Health Day (WDHD). It cooperates with
the World Gastroenterology Organization (WGO) and the WGO Foundation (WGOF).

344) When was Amnesty International Day observed?
A.May 29
B.May 28
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C.May 27
D.May 26

Answer B
Explanation Amnesty International Day is set on May 28 every year because this NGO was
established in London in 1961. Amnesty International was established in London on May 28,
1961, when lawyer Peter Benenson published an article "The Forgotten Prisoner" in the British
"Observer."

345) When was World Gastroenterology Organisation founded?
A.1935
B.1986
C.1958
D.1968

Answer C
Explanation World Digestive Health Day was launched in 2004 to commemorate the 45th
anniversary of the establishment of the World Gastroenterology Organization. The organization
has more than 100 member associations and 50,000 individual members worldwide. It was
founded in 1958.

346) What is the Tibetan name of Mt Everest?
A.Sagarmatha
B.Chomolungma
C.Sherpa
D.None

Answer B
Explanation In the nineteenth century, the mountain was named after George Everest, a former
Surveyor General of India. The Tibetan name is Chomolungma, which means Mother Goddess of
the World. The Nepali name is Sagarmatha, which has various meanings.

347) Where is the headquarters of WGO?
A.US
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B.UK
C.France
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The World Gastroenterology Organisation is an international federation of over 100
national GI societies and 4 regional associations of gastroenterology representing over 50,000
individual members. WGO is focused on the improvement of standards in gastroenterology
training and education on a global scale.

348) What is the Nepali name of Mt Everest?
A.Sagarmatha
B.Chomolungma
C.Sherpa
D.None

Answer A
Explanation In the nineteenth century, the mountain was named after George Everest, a former
Surveyor General of India. The Tibetan name is Chomolungma, which means Mother Goddess of
the World. The Nepali name is Sagarmatha, which has various meanings.

349) When was World No Tobacco Day observed?
A.May 31
B.May 30
C.May 29
D.May 28

Answer A
Explanation Each and Every year on May 31, the World Health Organization (WHO) and global
partners celebrate World No Tobacco Day (WNTD). The theme of this year's 2021 WNTD is
"Commitment to Quit Smoking".

350) When was World Digestive Health Day launched?
A.2001
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B.2002
C.2003
D.2004

Answer D
Explanation World Digestive Health Day was launched in 2004 to commemorate the 45th
anniversary of the establishment of the World Gastroenterology Organization. The organization
has more than 100 member associations and 50,000 individual members worldwide.

351) WHO was established on ______________.
A.7 April 1948
B.7 April 1945
C.19 April 1948
D.17 April 1944

Answer A
Explanation World Health Organization on 15th May 1987 passed a resolution, calling for April
7, 1988, to be the first World No Smoking Day. This date was chosen as it was the 40th
anniversary of the World Health Organization. WHO was established on 7 April 1948.

352) Amnesty International was established in London on _____________.
A.May 28, 1960
B.May 28, 1961
C.May 28, 1951
D.May 28, 1950

Answer B
Explanation Amnesty International was established in London on May 28, 1961, when lawyer
Peter Benenson published an article "The Forgotten Prisoner" in the British "Observer." Amnesty
International is recognized as a non-governmental organization dedicated to the protection of
human rights.

353) WHO is headquartered in _____________.
A.New York
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B.Geneva
C.Paris
D.London

Answer B
Explanation The WHO (World Health Organization) passed a resolution on May 15, 1987,
calling for April 7, 1988, to be the first World No Tobacco Day.Then on May 17, 1989, the
World Health Organization passed a resolution calling for May 31 each year as World No
Tobacco Day. Since 1989, May 31st has been World No Tobacco Day every year.WHO is
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland

354) World Digestive Health Day was launched in 2004 to commemorate the
___________ anniversary of the establishment of the World Gastroenterology
Organization.
A.40th
B.45th
C.50th
D.35th

Answer B
Explanation World Digestive Health Day was launched in 2004 to commemorate the 45th
anniversary of the establishment of the World Gastroenterology Organization. The organization
has more than 100 member associations and 50,000 individual members worldwide.Theme:
Obesity: An Ongoing Pandemic

355) From when World No Tobacco Day was observed?
A.1985
B.1987
C.1989
D.1991

Answer C
Explanation The WHO (World Health Organization) passed a resolution on May 15, 1987,
calling for April 7, 1988, to be the first World No Tobacco Day.Then on May 17, 1989, the
World Health Organization passed a resolution calling for May 31 each year as World No
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Tobacco Day. Since 1989, May 31st has been World No Tobacco Day every year.

356) Newly appointed Commerce Secretary B.V.R. Subrahmanyam is a
____________ IAS officer.
A.1990
B.1988
C.1987
D.1986

Answer C
Explanation Mr Subrahmanyam is a 1987 IAS officer of the Chhattisgarh cadre and was sent to
Jammu and Kashmir in June 2018. He served as the chief secretary when the country was divided
into two federal territories in 2019.

357) When did mid day meal scheme start in India?
A.15th August 1995
B.15th August 1997
C.25th August 1995
D.25th August 1997

Answer A
Explanation The National Program of Nutritional Support to Primary Education (NP-NSPE) was
launched as a centrally sponsored scheme on 15th August 1995 in 2408 blocks in the country for
enhancement of enrolment, retention, improvement of attendance and quality of education and
improving of nutritional levels among children.

358) When was National AI Portal launched?
A.May 2019
B.April 2019
C.May 2020
D.April 2020

Answer C
Explanation On May 28, the National Artificial Intelligence Portal celebrated its first
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anniversary. In May 2020, the portal will be launched.It is a collaboration between the Ministry
of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), the National e-Governance Division
(NeGD), and NASSCOM.

359) GST will be levied on ____________.
A.Manufacturers
B.Retailers
C.Consumers
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The GST is an indirect tax which means that the tax is passed on till the last stage
wherein it is the customer of the goods and services who bears the tax.

360) Which of the following country is not the member of the SAARC?
A.Myanmar
B.Nepal
C.Bhutan
D.Maldives

Answer A
Explanation Myanmar is not the member of the SAARC. All the members of the SAARC are;
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, the Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

361) Which of the following SAARC member has the highest population?
A.Pakistan
B.Nepal
C.Bhutan
D.Maldives

Answer A
Explanation India is the most populous country among the SAARC nations but as per the
options given in the question Pakistan is the most populous country which has population of
200,813,818 in 2018.
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