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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Donations Related to Covid-19 - Reimburse GST
Haryana and Gujarat have become the first states to announce the payment of a
Goods and Services Tax (GST) component for Covid-19-related medical supplies.
Highlights:
These medical supplies include oxygen generators, ventilators and medicines,
which will be donated to the state government for free. Haryana's immunity is valid
until June 30, and Gujarat's immunity is valid until July 31.
Gujarat announced that it has reimbursed the IGST collected by customs on
imported Covid-related materials. Haryana went a step further and announced that
it had even decided to repay all state, central or IGST parts of Covid-related
materials to the state government, thereby announcing or even refunding the
center's GST fees.
The center earlier cancelled IGST until June 30, and its purpose was to import or
import Covid-related relief materials donated or received from outside India for
free.

Shahi Litchi Export to UK from Bihar
The first consignment of GI certified Shahi Litchi from Bihar was exported to the
United Kingdom.
About Shahi Litchi:
Shahi litchi was the fourth agricultural product in Bihar to receive GI certification
in 2018, following Jardalu mango, Katarni rice, and Magahi paan.
The GI registration of Shahi Litchi is carried out by the Litchi Growers
Association in Muzaffarpur, Bihar.
Muzzafarpur, Vaishali, Samastipur, Champaran, Begusarai districts and
surrounding areas in Bihar have a favourable climate for growing Shahi Litchi.
This litchi variety is more juicy and pulpier than other varieties in other parts of the
country.
Because of the humid conditions and alluvial soil, the conditions in Muzaffarpur,
Darbhanga, and surrounding areas are ideal for litchi cultivation.
Litchi cultivation was first introduced in India in Bengal, and it quickly spread to
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other states such as Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Punjab.
India is the world's second-largest producer of litchi, with Bihar being the leading
state in the country.

Increased Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in India
There has been an increase in Foreign Direct Investment inflows into India. The
government's policy reforms for Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), investment
facilitation, and ease of doing business have all contributed to the increase.
Highlights:
The trends in India's FDI are:
The highest-ever total FDI inflow of US $81.72 billion during 2020-21.
It is 10% higher than the previous year (US$ 74.39 billion).
The top three investor countries are Singapore (29%), the United States (23%), and
Mauritius (23%). (9 per cent)
The following sectors received the most FDI: Computer Software and Hardware
(44 per cent), Construction (infrastructure) activities (13 per cent), and Services
sector (8 per cent)
Gujarat (37%) received the most FDI, followed by Maharashtra (27%) and
Karnataka (27%). (13 per cent).
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INTERNATIONAL
Equal Access to Covid-19 Vaccines Commonwealth Countries
Commonwealth health ministers, led through India, are looking for swift and equal
get right of entry to Covid-19 vaccines for all throughout the world. On the behalf
of fifty-four commonwealth member, they were worried over gaps in getting the
right of entry to and shipping of vaccines. They also referred to as for truthful and
transparent pricing of the vaccine.
Highlights:
The vaccine is not equally dispersed among the nations, in particular negative
nations. Currently, simply 0.3 per cent of life-saving vaccine doses have been
administered to human beings in 29 negative countries. On the different hand, high
and upper-middle-income international locations have administered about eightyfour percentage of shots.
Commonwealth international locations or Commonwealth of Nations' is a political
affiliation comprising of 54 member states. Almost all the individuals are former
territories of the British Empire. Commonwealth Secretariat is the chief
establishments of the organisation. Secretariat focuses on intergovernmental aspects
and Commonwealth Foundation. Queen Elizabeth II is presently the head of the
commonwealth.
The history of the Commonwealth dates lower back to the first half of the 20th
century with the decolonisation of the British Empire and extended self-governance
across its territories. Commonwealth was once first created as the British
Commonwealth of Nations through Balfour Declaration in 1926. In the year 1931,
it was once formalised through the United Kingdom via the Statute of Westminster.
Commonwealth of Nations in its present shape was once formally constituted in
1949 by way of the London Declaration.

Common Wealth Day is on 24th May
Every year on the second Monday of March, the Commonwealth Day is observed.
However, another Commonwealth Day is observed on May 24 in India.
Highlights:
Commonwealth Day is also known as Empire Day.
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Commonwealth Memorial Day commemorates the establishment of the British
Empire in India and other British colonies.
This year's Commonwealth Day theme of 2021 is "Delivering a Common Future".
The purpose of this theme is to highlight how the 54 Commonwealth countries are
innovating, connecting, and transforming to help achieve important goals such as
combating climate change, promoting good governance, and achieving gender
equality.

The G-7 Nations Promise To Step Up Efforts To Combat Global Warming
During a two-day virtual meeting hosted by the United Kingdom, which currently
holds the presidency of the G7, environment ministers from seven industrialised
nations, or the G7 grouping, agreed to accelerate efforts to combat global warming.
Highlights:
By the end of 2021, they also agreed to discontinue government support for new
coal-fired power plants.
Compared with the previously set target of 2 degrees, support has been expanded
to limit global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius from pre-industrial levels.
They also promised to take the necessary steps to reduce deforestation,
overfishing, promote biodiversity, and address the issue of ocean plastic.
They also pledged to prevent future outbreaks of COVID-19-like diseases from
spreading from animals to humans.

India and Israel - Cooperation Work Program
India and Israel signed a three-year agricultural cooperation work program.
Highlights:
The Indo-Israel Agricultural Project Centres of Excellence and Indo-Israel Villages
of Excellence are being implemented by Isreal and India.
Indo-Israel Agricultural Project Centres of Excellence:
The Agriculture Ministry, the Government of India, and Mashav (Israel's
International Development Cooperation Agency) are leading Israel's largest G2G
cooperation, with 29 operational Centres of Excellence (COEs) across India in 12
states.
They are establishing Advanced-Intensive Agriculture farms using Israeli Agro-
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Technology tailored to local conditions.
The Centres of Excellence generate knowledge, demonstrate best practices, and
provide farmer training.
Indo-Israel Villages of Excellence:
The program aims to create a model ecosystem in agriculture across eight states,
with 13 Centers of Excellence located in 75 villages.
The program will promote increased net income and better farmer livelihoods by
transforming traditional farms into modern-intensive farms based on Indo-Israel
Agriculture Action Plan standards.

Lithuania Withdraws From China-Central And Eastern European
Cooperation
Lithuania has withdrawn from China's 17+1 cooperation forum with countries from
Central and Eastern Europe, calling it "divisive."
Highlights:
This is an initiative of China.
Goal: Promote business and investment relations between China and 16 Central
and Eastern European countries (CEEC).
Established in: Warsaw, 2012.
After Lithuania withdrew, it is now called 16+1.

Belarus President - International Outrage
Alexander Lukashenko, President of Belarus, sparked international outrage after his
regime forced a commercial airline flying from Greece to Lithuania to land on its
territory, allegedly under the guise of a bomb scare, in order to arrest a dissident
journalist on board.
Highlights:
Roman Protasevich, a journalist, is a vocal opponent of Lukashenko.
Since 2019, he has been living in exile in neighbouring Lithuania.
He is also the co-founder of the NEXTA media outlet on Telegram, a social media
platform.
His name has also been added to a list of terrorists by the regime, and if convicted,
he could face the death penalty.
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The incident has been condemned by Western leaders.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Rescue and Relief Operations - Cyclone Yaas
Indian Naval Ships and Aircraft are on standby for Rescue and Relief Operations in
the aftermath of Cyclone Yaas.'
Highlights:
According to the IMD, Cyclone Yaas is expected to intensify into a "very severe
cyclonic storm" and pass along the coasts of Odisha and West Bengal on May 26.
Over the east-central Bay of Bengal and the adjacent North Andaman Sea, a low
pressure area formed.
Low-pressure areas are the first step in the formation of cyclones, although it is not
necessary to intensify all low-pressure areas into cyclones.

Personal Guarantors Liable for Corporate Debt - SC
The Supreme Court (SC) upheld the government's decision to allow lenders to file
insolvency proceedings against personal guarantors as well as the stressed corporate
entities to which they provided guarantees. These personal guarantors are usually
the promoters of large corporations.
Highlights:
It ruled that the government notification issued on November 15, 2019, allowing
creditors (typically financial institutions and banks) to file a bankruptcy petition
against personal guarantors under the Indian Bankruptcy and Insolvency Code
(IBC) was legal and valid.
The government also decided that corporate debtors and personal guarantors
should be dealt with by the same adjudicatory process by a single forum, the
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT).
Furthermore, Section 60(2) of the IBC required corporate debtors and personal
guarantors to have their bankruptcy proceedings heard before the NCLT.

GST on Imported Oxygen Concentrator unconstitutional - Delhi HC
The Delhi High Court ruled that the government imposes a GST on imported
oxygen generators for personal use, which is "unconstitutional."
Highlights:
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It stated that oxygen concentrators are a life-saving device during the COVID-19
pandemic, and that a different approach is required during a pandemic.
The government announced on May 1 that the GST rate on such imports would be
reduced to 12% from 28% previously.
Citing a lack of oxygen in the second wave of the pandemic, the court asked the
government to consider temporarily eliminating the 12 percent GST levied on such
imports.

Asias Richest and 2nd Richest Persons are Indians
Billionaire Gautam Adani has edged previous Chinese multi-millionaire Zhong
Shanshan to grow to be the second-richest Asian, in accordance to the Bloomberg
Billionaire Index.
Highlights:
China's Zhong was once the richest person in Asia till February when he lost the
crown to Mukesh Ambani, India's richest person and chairman of Reliance
Industries Ltd. However, while Ambani misplaced $175.5 million this year, Adani's
wealth surged with the aid of $32.7 billion to contact $66.5 billion, against Zhong's
$63.6 billion. Ambani's complete wealth now stands at $76.5 billion, making him
the 13th richest in the world, observed with the aid of Adani at 14th. The
Bloomberg Billionaires Index comprises an everyday ranking of the world's richest
people, primarily based on their net worth. The figures are up to date at the shut of
each and every buying and selling day in New York.

e-Courts Services Mobile App
The Supreme Court's E-Committee has released a manual in 14 languages for its
free "e-Courts Services Mobile App."
Highlights:
The Supreme Court's e-committee has released a manual for its "e-Courts Services
Mobile App" in 14 languages, and the app itself has received over 57 lakh
downloads.
The manual is available in the following languages: English, Hindi, Assamese,
Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada, Khasi, Malayalam, Marathi, Nepali, Odia, Punjabi,
Tamil, and Telugu.
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The mobile application and its manual in English and regional languages can be
downloaded for free from the official website of the e-Committee, Supreme Court
of India: https://eCommitteesci.gov.in/service/ecourts-services-mobile-application/
The App functions as a personalised digital case diary, with case details available
on the handset at any time of day, for free. It allows any litigant, advocate, judge, or
anyone else in India to check the current status of a case.
The complete case history of a case, from filing to disposition, is available,
including a date-by-date case diary. The mobile app also provides access to
Orders/Judgment, Transfer details of the case, and interim application status.
It is a step toward digitising the judiciary.

Governing Board of the Kalakshetra Foundation
The Central Government has appointed 12 eminent artists and musicians to the
Kalakshetra Foundation's governing board.
Highlights:
The Kalakshetra Foundation is a cultural and arts academy.
It is dedicated to the preservation of traditional values in Indian art and crafts,
particularly in the fields of Bharatanatyam dance and Gandharvaveda music.
It is headquartered in Chennai.
It was established in the year 1936.
It was founded by Rukmini Devi Arundale and her husband, George Arundale.
The Kalakshetra Foundation was designated as a "Institute of National
Importance" by an Act of the Parliament of India in 1994.
Rukmini Devi Arundale's Kalakshetra style of Bharatanatyam is known for its
angular, straight, ballet-like kinesthetics and avoidance of Recakas and uninhibited
throw (Ksepa) of the limbs.

Scheme in News - One Stop Centre scheme
Recently, One Stop Centre Schemes (OSCs) have been in the news. It has aided
over 3 lakh women so far. It is implemented by the Ministry of Women and Child
Development
Highlights:
The scheme is implemented by State Governments and Union Territory (UT)
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administrations.
Objectives: To provide integrated support and assistance to women affected by
violence and in distress, both in private and public spaces, under one roof, and to
facilitate immediate, emergency, and non-emergency access to a range of services
such as police, medical, legal aid, and counselling, as well as psychological
support, in order to combat all forms of violence against women.
So far, 701 OSCs have been operationalized in 35 states/UTs.

Hallmarking of Gold Jewellery in India
Gold jewellery hallmarking will start on June 15th. Due to the Covid pandemic, this
date has been pushed back even further to January 15, 2021.
Highlights:
Mandatory hallmarking of gold jewellery/artefacts was scheduled to begin on
January 15, 2020, but was pushed back to June 1, 2021, in order to clear out old
stock of unhallmarked jewellery.
Jewellers who sell gold jewellery and artefacts will be required to register with the
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) and sell only hallmarked gold jewellery and
artefacts.
The goal of making hallmarking mandatory is to ensure that consumers are not
cheated when purchasing gold ornaments and receive the purity indicated on the
ornaments.
This will increase the product's credibility and contribute to India's development as
a leading gold market centre in the world.
According to the World Gold Council, India has approximately 4 lakh jewellers, of
which only 35879 are BIS certified.

Creation of a Lakshadweep Development Authority - LDA
The people of Lakshadweep are dissatisfied with the new administrator Praful
Khoda Patel's decision to establish a Lakshadweep Development Authority (LDA).
Highlights:
Mr Patel is the first political appointee to the post of Administrator, which is
usually held by retired civil servants.
Islanders have complained that the legislation is out of step with the archipelago's
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social and environmental realities.
The establishment of the Lakshadweep Development Authority (LDA) with broad
powers includes the eviction of landowners.
It is generally believed that this was promoted by the real estate lobby group and
violated the interests of the islanders.
Hundreds of islanders have written to administrators requesting the withdrawal of
the proposed regulations.
It contains provisions such as:
the orderly and progressive development of land in both urban and rural areas, as
well as the preservation and enhancement of its amenities;
the grant of permission to develop land and other powers of control over land use;
and
the conferring of additional powers in relation to the acquisition and development
of land for planning purposes.

Government Clarification Regarding Issues with Whatsapp
The Indian government has stated that it recognises the right to privacy as a
fundamental right and is committed to providing it to Indian citizens and at the
same time it is also committed to maintaining law and order as well as national
security.
Highlights:
The Information and Technology (IT) Minister stated that none of the measures
proposed by India will have any impact on the normal functioning of WhatsApp in
any way whatsoever, and there will be no impact on ordinary users.
According to the clarification, the right to privacy, like all fundamental rights, is
not absolute and is subject to reasonable limitations.
It stated that the requirements in the Intermediary Guidelines pertaining to the first
source of information are an example of a reasonable restriction.
According to the Intermediary Guidelines, the originator of information can only
be traced if all other remedies have proven ineffective, making this a last resort
measure. Furthermore, such information can only be obtained through a legal
process that includes adequate legal safeguards.
The clarification also stated that an order to trace the originator may be issued only
for the purposes of preventing, investigating, and punishing an offence relating to
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India's sovereignty, integrity, and security, public order, incitement to an offence
relating to rape, sexually explicit material, or child sexual abuse material, which is
punishable by imprisonment for not less than five years.

Panel Constituted to Suggest Reforms to IPC
The Union Home Ministry has established a panel to recommend changes to the
Indian Penal Code (IPC)
Highlights:
It will almost certainly propose a separate Section on "offences relating to speech
and expression."
Because there is no clear definition of what constitutes hate speech in the IPC, the
Committee for Reforms in Criminal Laws is attempting to define such speech for
the first time.

Mekedatu Multi-Purpose Project - NGT
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has formed a joint committee to investigate
allegations of illegal construction activity in Mekedatu. The Karnataka government
had proposed building a dam across the Cauvery River in the same location.
Highlights:
The Mekedatu multi-purpose project entails the construction of a balancing
reservoir across the Cauvery River near Kanakapura in Ramanagaram district.
It intends to supply drinking water to the districts of Bengaluru and Ramanagaram,
as well as generate electricity.
However, Tamil Nadu has objected on the grounds that the project violates the
award of the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal.

New Smart Kitchen Scheme - Kerala
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan announced the formation of a secretarylevel committee to develop guidelines and recommendations for the
implementation of the Smart Kitchen Scheme in the state in order to meet LDF
commitments.
Highlights:
The Smart Kitchen Scheme will be launched on July 10, 2021.
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As part of the scheme, women of state will be given a loan to renovate their
kitchens.
Loans with low-interest rates will be made available in instalment plans.
The scheme aims to reduce the workload of women's domestic labour.

Implementation of Van Dhan Yojana TRIFED and NITI Aayog
Through TRIFED (Indian Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation),
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs will cooperate with NITI Aayog to implement the
Van Dhan Vikas Kendra (VDVK) plan of Van Dhan Yojna in the 39 ideal tribal
areas identified by NITI Aayog. Including Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Chhattisgarh,
Gujarat, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Orissa, Telangana and Tripura.
Highlights:
Van Dhan Tribe Startups or VDVK is a value-added branding and marketing plan
for small forest products that promote sustainable livelihoods for forest-based tribes
by establishing Van Dhan Kendras.
Special attention will be paid to these aspiring areas, where the tribal population
exceeds 50%. Through this partnership, NITI Aayog will support the concept of
integration of TRIFED's VDVK mission (cooperation between state and central
government, development partners) with Article 275 (1), DMF (Regional Minerals
Foundation), and intended tribal components (STC)).
Van Dhan Yojna or Van Dhan Scheme was launched on 14th April 2018 and is
implemented through TRIFED. Van Dhan startups help for the socio-economic
development of the tribal population of the country to set up the Van Dhan Kendra.
It is an aspect of the Mechanism for MFP (Marketing of Minor Forest Produce)
through MSP (Minimum Support Price) & Development of Value Chain for MFP.
The concept is to set up tribal community-owned Van Dhan Vikas Kendra Clusters
(VDVKCs) in predominantly forested tribal districts.

PM Presided National Digital Health Mission
Prime Minister Modi presided over a high-level meeting to assess the National
Digital Health Mission's progress.
Highlights:
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The Prime Minister launched the National Digital Health Mission on August 15,
2020, with the goal of creating an integrated healthcare system that connects
practitioners and patients digitally by providing access to real-time health records.
Objectives of National Digital Health Mission:
Development of Digital Health Systems
Establishment of Registries
All national digital health stakeholders must enforce the adoption of open
standards.
Creating standardised personal health records
Enterprise-class health application systems
Adoption of cooperative federalism
Promotion of private sector participation in collaboration with public health
authorities
Making healthcare services available across the country.
Systems for Clinical Decision Support (CDS)

Renaming of Indian Broadcasting Foundation
The Indian Broadcasting Foundation (IBF) will change its name to the Indian
Broadcasting and Digital Foundation (IBDF). The IBF is the apex body of
broadcasters. It is now expanding its scope to include digital streaming platforms.
Highlights:
The move would combine broadcasters and OTT (over-the-top) platforms under
one roof. Following the COVID-19 pandemic, OTT saw a significant increase in
viewership. IBDF would also establish a self-regulatory body, the Digital Media
Content Regulatory Council, for digital OTT platforms.

Crop in news - Jackfruit
Jackfruit has recently been in the news. A shipment of fresh jackfruit from Tripura
was shipped to London. It is a significant step toward maximising the export
potential of agricultural and processed food products from the northeastern region.
Highlights:
Jackfruit is a tree species that belongs to the fig, mulberry, and breadfruit families
(Moraceae).
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It is a multi-fruit made up of hundreds to thousands of individual flowers and
fleshy petals.
Artocarpus heterophyllus is the scientific name for this plant.
India, Thailand, Indonesia, and Nepal are the world's major producers.
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Orissa, and Assam are the
major production states in India.
Kerala is the world's largest producer of jackfruit.
Kerala and Tamil Nadu have it as a state fruit.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Microsoft to Retire Iconic Internet Explorer
Technology giant Microsoft with more than 25 years of experience has decided to
suspend its iconic Internet Explorer (IE) browser, which will take effect on June 15,
2022. The Internet Explorer (IE) browser was launched in 1995.
Highlights:
Microsoft recommends that its users switch to Microsoft Edge (2015) before June
15, 2022 for a faster, safer and more modern browsing experience.
Microsoft Edge has a built-in Internet Explorer mode (IE mode), so users can
directly access old Internet Explorer-based websites and applications from
Microsoft Edge.
Internet Explorer used to be the most widely used Web browser, with 95% of its
usage share in 2003.
However, since the introduction of Firefox (2004) and Google Chrome (2008),
their usage share has declined, and the popularity of mobile operating systems that
do not support Internet Explorer (such as Android and iOS) has also been
increasing.
Internet Explorer 11 (IE11) is the eleventh and final version of the Internet
Explorer Web browser, which was officially released on October 17, 2013.

AI-powered Online Account Opening - SBI and HyperVerge
HyperVerge announced a partnership with SBI. One of its flagship products is the
Video Banking solution, which aims to increase the number of accounts opened by
each agent by 10 times each day.
Highlights:
This new service will provide customers with a fast, completely paperless
experience with a minimum of ID documents. HyperVerge's video banking solution
is based on an accuracy of 99.5% with the assistance of an AI engine, enabling SBI
to provide convenient digital banking services to millions of Indians.
Last year, the Reserve Bank of India (equivalent to the Federal Reserve) allowed
banks to adopt the video customer identification process (V-CIP). Given the
increasing number of Covid-19 cases, this measure has proven to be predictive.
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The technology developed by the Palo Alto-based company is critical at this time
because it can help financial institutions provide uninterrupted services and save
manual processing costs and time.
For comparison, the manual inspection performed by the agent may take up to 25
minutes, and HyperVerge's solution will complete the entire process in 5 minutes.
Video banking solutions can be supported on multiple platforms.
In addition, the solution can also pre-qualify customer details, plan video calls with
high throughput, and perform AI-driven Liveness, OCR, and Facematch checks.
This technology has a long-term impact on the efficiency of the organization.

Antibody Detection Kit - DRDO
COVID-19 antibody detection kit developed by DRDO.
Highlights:
The DIPAS-VDx COVID-19 IgG Antibody Microwell ELISA for serosurveillance is the name of the antibody detection kit.
It was developed by the Defense Defence Institute of Physiology and Allied
Sciences (DIPAS) of the DRDO Laboratory. The kit was created in collaboration
with a New Delhi-based private sector development and manufacturing diagnostics
firm.
The DIPCOVAN kit can identify the SARS-CoV-2 virus's spike and nucleocapsid
(S&N) proteins.
It possesses a 97 percent sensitivity and a 99 percent specificity.
DIPCOVAN has been approved by the ICMR. It has also gained regulatory
permits for sale and distribution from the Drugs Controller General of India
(DCGI), the Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO), and the
Health Ministry.

Launched the Mobile Monitoring Software (NMMS) and Area Officer
Monitoring Appliction
The Ministry of Rural Development launched the National Mobile Monitoring
Software (NMMS) app and the Area Officer Monitoring App.
Highlights:
The NMMS App allows for real-time attendance of workers at Mahatma Gandhi
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NREGS worksites, as well as geotagged photographs.
This will increase citizen oversight of the programme while also potentially
allowing for faster payment processing.
The Area Officer Monitoring App allows them to record their findings online,
along with a time stamped and go-coordinate tagged photograph, for all
Department of Rural Development schemes.
This would also allow for better record keeping of inspections by field and
supervisory officials, as well as analysis of the findings for better programme
implementation.

Range of All Of the Invasive Whiteflies Increasing
Researchers discovered that the host range of all invasive whiteflies was expanding
due to their polyphagous nature (ability to feed on a variety of foods) and prolific
breeding.
Highlights:
Whiteflies are Hemipterans that eat the undersides of plant leaves.
They are members of the Aleyrodidae family, the only family in the superfamily
Aleyrodoidea. Whiteflies are a major crop protection issue in warm or tropical
climates, particularly in greenhouses.
These are one of the top ten most destructive pests in the world, causing damage to
over 2000 plant species and acting as vectors for over 200 plant viruses.
Cotton is one of the most severely affected crops by these, and Bt. Cotton is not
resistant to white flies.
They were also discovered to broaden their host range on valuable plant species
such as coconut, banana, mango, sapota, guava, cashew, oil palm, and ornamental
and medicinal plants.
Synthetic insecticides are ineffective at controlling whiteflies.
Natural insect predators, parasitoids, and entomopathogenic fungi (fungi that can
kill insets) are currently being used.

Mount Nyiragongo Erupts in Eastern DR Congo
After the eruption of the Nyiragongo volcano, the government of the Democratic
Republic of Congo launched an evacuation plan for the "Eastern City of Goma".
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Highlights:
Mount Nyiragongo is a volcano located 10 kilometres from Goma.
Thousands of residents have been frightened as a result of the eruption. As a result,
they are now fleeing to the east, towards Rwanda.
Mount Nyiragongo is one of the dangerous and most active volcanoes in the world.
It is located at an elevation of 3,470 metres in the Virunga Mountains, which are
part of the Albertine Rift. Volcano is located in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo's Virunga National Park.
The main crater of the volcano is about two kilometres wide and contains a lava
lake.
Together, Nyiragongo and Nyamuragira are responsible for 40% of all historical
volcanic eruptions in Africa.

CSIR-CSIO transfer UV Disinfection Technology Indigenous Manufacturers
The CSIR-Central Scientific Instrument Organization (CSIR-CSIO) has permitted
UV Disinfection technology to 28 indigenous manufacturers. CSIR-CSIO has
developed UV disinfection technology to combat the SARS-CoV-2 virus.
Highlights:
The UV-C Air Duct Disinfection System is designed to be retrofitted into existing
air ducts.
It is made up of a slide mechanism, sensors, and a regulated UV light source.
With some modifications, the system can be fitted to ducts. Along with air
sampling, these UV ducts can kill viruses in the air.
The system includes viral load testing techniques for determining viral load in the
air.
The UV-C light source emits light with high energy photons. This energy has the
potential to destroy viruses and bacteria.
Using a specially designed filter, this system is calibrated to flow air at specific
rates.
A variable flow control unit has been installed to give this device a versatile
design.
It works by sucking in air at predetermined flow rates and trapping particles,
viruses, or bacteria inside the filter.
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Technology Development Board (TDB) Carbon Technology
TDB National Award 2021 was given to a Bangalore start-up for its recycling
carbon technology.
Highlights:
The award was given to the start-up for creating a commercial solution for
converting CO2 to chemicals and fuels.
Breathe Applied Sciences, a start-up incubated at the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for
Advanced Scientific Research (JNCASR), created efficient catalysts and
methodologies for converting CO2 to methanol and other chemicals.
The advancement is significant because of the aid of the solution in the conversion
of anthropogenic CO2 generated from various sources such as coal and natural gas
power generation sectors, steel industry, cement industry, and chemical industries.
The DST Nano Mission has provided funding to the start-up.

Sniffer Dogs 88% Accurate in Detecting Covid- Study
According to this study, sniffer dogs can help prevent the spread of coronavirus by
detecting SARS-CoV2. The study also found that they can reach 88% accuracy in
detecting viruses.
Highlights:
Scientists from the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and Durham
University collaborated on the study.
They believe that dog screening and swab testing can detect 91% of infections.
They report that dogs can detect the virus in a few seconds. The traditional COVID
test takes 15 minutes to get results. Therefore, in one and a half hours, dogs can
screen 300 people together.
Therefore, sniffing testing may be a suitable method for large-scale screening.

Biomass Use in Thermal Power Plants - A National Mission
The Ministry of Power has decided to establish a National Mission to promote the
use of biomass in coal-fired thermal power plants.
Highlights:
Increase the level of co-firing from the current 5% to higher levels in order to have
a greater share of carbon neutral power generation from thermal power plants.
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Conduct R&D in boiler design to handle the higher levels of silica and alkalis in
biomass pellets.
To make it easier to overcome constraints in the supply chain of bio mass pellets
and agro- residue, as well as their transport to power plants.
Take regulatory issues in biomass co-firing into account.

Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code
New rules for social media platforms and digital news media, namely the
Intermediary Guidelines and the Digital Media Ethics Code, have come into force
recently.
Highlights:
According to the guidelines, all social media platforms must establish a grievance
redressal and compliance mechanism, which includes appointing a resident
grievance officer, chief compliance officer, and a nodal contact person.
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology had also requested that
these platforms submit monthly reports on user complaints and actions taken.
A third requirement for instant messaging apps was to include provisions for
tracing the initial sender of a message.
Failure to meet any of these requirements would result in the loss of the indemnity
(security) provided to social media intermediaries under Section 79 of the
Information Technology Act.

Total Lunar Eclipse Coincides with Supermoon on 26th May
Two celestial occasions - Total Lunar Eclipse and Supermoon - collectively
coincide on 26th May 2021.
Supermoon:
A supermoon happens when the Moon's orbit is closest to the Earth at the equal
time that the Moon is full.
As the Moon orbits the Earth, there is a time when the distance between the two is
the least (called the perigee) and a factor of time when space is the most (called the
apogee).
Since a full moon appears at the point of least distance from earth, not only does it
appear to be brighter, but it is also significant than a typical full moon.
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According to NASA, the term supermoon was once coined by astrologer Richard
Nolle in 1979. There may be two to 4 full supermoons in a typical year and two to 4
new supermoons in a row.
Lunar Eclipse:
The lunar eclipse takes the vicinity when the Moon strikes into the Earth's shadow.
The Earth has to be without delay between the Sun and the Moon, and a lunar
eclipse can only take vicinity at some stage in a full Moon.
Initially, the Moon moves into the penumbra the section of the Earth's shadow
were no longer all of the light from the Sun is blocked out. Part of the disc of the
moon will look dimmer than an every day full Moon.
And then the Moon strikes into the Earth's umbra, where direct mild from the Sun
is blocked out through the Earth. This skill, the solely mild reflecting off the
Moon's disc, has already been refracted or bent through the Earth's atmosphere.
Total Lunar Eclipse:
During this, the total of the lunar disc enters the Earth's umbra, so the Moon seems
reddish (Blood Moon). This won't be final forever, though.
About after 14 minutes, the Moon will move out of Earth's umbra and back into its
penumbra. In total, the lunar eclipse will ultimate a few hours.
Red light has a high wavelength than blue light, which offers the lunar eclipse its
attribute reddish colour.
We see the same effect throughout sunrises and sunsets on Earth, when the sky has
a more reddish glow than during the day.

Launch of SeHAT OPD portal
The Ministry of Defence launched the Services e-Health Assistance & Teleconsultation (SeHAT) OPD portal.
Highlights:
The portal offers telemedicine services to serving Armed Forces personnel,
veterans, and their families. This is the final version of the SeHAT OPD portal,
which includes advanced safety features.
The trial version became operational in August 2020.
It is developed by the Department of Military Affairs (DMA), the Integrated
Defence Staff (IDS), the Armed Forces Medical Services (AFMS)and the Centre
for the Development of Artificial Computing (C-DAC) Mohali
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The portal will assist hospitals in reducing their workload, and patients will be able
to obtain contactless consultations in a simple and efficient manner.

Launched the Ayush Sanjivani App and the Ayush Clinical Case Repository
portal
The Ministry of Ayush recently launched the Ayush Clinical Case Repository
(ACCR) portal and the third version of the Ayush Sanjivani App.
Highlights:
Ayush Clinical Repository (ACCR) portal:
It will serve as a resource for both Ayush practitioners and the general public.
Aim: To collect data on clinical outcomes achieved by Ayurvedic practitioners on
a large scale.
It is expected to document the capabilities of Ayush systems in the treatment of a
variety of disease conditions.
It has a section dedicated to reporting and publishing information about Covid 19
cases treated by Ayush Systems.
Ayush Sanjivani App:It allows for a significant study/documentation of the
efficacy of selected Ayush interventions, such as Ayush 64 and Kabasura Kudineer
medicines, in the treatment of asymptomatic and mild to moderate Covid 19
patients.

Sun Halo/Kaleidoscope Effect in Bangalore
Bangalore residents recently witnessed a bright rainbow ring around the sun for a
few moments, a rare optical and atmospheric phenomenon known as a "22-degree
circular Halo."
Highlights:
This phenomenon is commonly referred to as the 22-degree circular halo of the
sun, or sometimes called the moon (also called moon ring or winter halo), occurs
when the sun's or moon's rays are deflected/refracted through hexagonal ice crystals
found in cirrus clouds
This is also known as the Kaleidoscopic Effect.
These halos are known as 22-degree halos because the halo or ring has an apparent
radius of 22 degrees around the sun/moon.
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Cirrus clouds, which are thin, detached, hair-like clouds, produce circular halos in
particular. These clouds form at a height of more than 20,000 feet in the
atmosphere.
A halo, like a rainbow, is visible when viewed from the right angle, sometimes
appearing only white but often with colours from the spectrum clearly visible.
The halo is brightest at the circular disk's inner edge, with no light inside the disc
because no light is refracted at smaller angles.
Red light has less refraction than other colors, so the inner edge of the halo appears
red. Other shadows usually overlap and wash off.

BioHub Initiative by WHO
Switzerland and World Health Organization (WHO) has launched the BioHub
facility, which will allow pathogens to be shared between laboratories and will
facilitate analysis and preparedness against them.
About BioHub Facility:
This facility will aid in the safe receipt, storage, sequencing, and preparation of
biological materials for distribution to other laboratories, thereby enhancing global
preparedness against these pathogens.
It will allow member states to share biological materials with and through the
BioHub under pre-agreed-upon terms, such as biosafety, biosecurity, and other
applicable regulations.
In the meantime, WHO will expand its BioHub System to allow qualified entities
such as manufacturers to use biological materials in the development of medical byproducts for equitable distribution to countries.
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ENVIRONMENT
Kyasanur Forest Disease Discovered
A new point-of-care test for Kyasanur Forest Disease has been discovered to be
highly sensitive in the rapid diagnosis of the disease.
Highlights:
Point-of-care Test:
It was created by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and the National
Institute of Virology.
It includes a battery-powered Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) analyzer, which is
a portable, lightweight, and universal cartridge-based sample pre-treatment kit, as
well as a nucleic acid extraction device that helps in sample processing at the point
of care.
Kyasanur Forest Disease:
It's caused by the Kyasanur Forest Disease Virus (KFDV), which mostly affects
humans and monkeys.
It was discovered in 1957 in a sick monkey from Karnataka's Kyasanur Forest.
Since then, 400-500 human cases have been reported per year.
Eventually, KFD became a serious public health issue that spread throughout the
entire Western Ghats.
A tick bite or contact with an infected animal, particularly a sick or recently
deceased monkey, can result in transmission to humans.
Symptoms include chills, a frontal headache, body aches, and a high fever lasting
five to twelve days, with a case fatality rate of 3 to 5%.
Monkey fever has no specific treatment. For KFD, there is a vaccine (Formalin
inactivated KFDV vaccine) that is used in endemic areas of India. However, it has
been discovered that vaccines are ineffective once a person is infected with fever.

Gharial Hatchlings Seen in Odisha
The Odisha State Forestry Department witnessed an adult Gharial, surrounded by
28 incubators in the Satkosia gorge of the Mahanadi River, which is considered the
southernmost point of the gharial habitat in India.
Highlights:

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 24 - May 30, 2021)

The forest department has been working for 15 years to increase the number of
piranhas in its natural habitat in Orissa.
For a long time, the National Forest Department has been working hard to increase
the rookie population in its natural habitat in Orissa. However, it produced the
expected results.
Therefore, the sight of mating piranhas and their larvae becomes very important.
Gharial is also known as piranha or fish-eating crocodile and is a crocodile of the
Gavialidae family. It is the longest of all living crocodiles.
Adult females are 2.64.5 m long, while males are 36 m long. They are called
Gharial because they have an obvious boss at the end of the nose, similar to a clay
pot or ghara. They are very suitable for catching fish.
It is believed that the Gaelic River System evolved in the northern subcontinent of
India. Because, the fossil gharial was collected from Pliocene sediments in Shivalik
Hills and Narmada Valley. Currently, the Gharials live in rivers in the northern
plains of the Indian subcontinent. They are the most thorough aquatic crocodiles.
They only leave water for heating and build nests on wet sandbanks.
Since the 1930s, the number of Gaelic people has declined sharply. It is now
limited to 2% of its historical range. Due to sand mining, conversion of agriculture,
reduction of fish resources and other reasons, habitat loss is occurring.
Nonetheless, India and Nepal have started conservation plans, focusing on the
reintroduction of captive food ingredients. But since 2007, they have been listed as
"critically endangered" in the IUCN Red List.

Delhi Records Eight New Species of Snakes
After a huge five-year study with the aid of researchers from Delhi University,
eight more species have been delivered to the listing of snakes in Delhi.
Highlights:
With the addition of eight species, the quantity of snake species recorded in Delhi
is extended to 23. It has up to date the 1997 list mentioned in the Fauna of Delhi
book. This e book is widely used to track native species in Delhi.
The study was carried out by Gaurav Barhadiya, a researcher from the Department
of Environmental Studies at Delhi University. As per the study, there are 329
snakes in 23 species and 9 families.
Common bronzeback tree snake, common cat snake, common trinket snake,
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common kukri, common sand boa, barred wolf snake, streaked kukri, and sawscaled viper are the new additions in species of snakes.
Techniques such as pitfall traps, opportunistic encounters, roadkill encounters and
nocturnal street cruising were used to collect data. Secondary information on snake
rescue was additionally taken from NGOs like Wildlife Trust of India and Fauna
Foundation of India.
Rapid urbanization is the principal purpose of worries for the reptilian population,
together with snakes in cities. Green areas are reducing with growing urbanisation.
Thus, future planning has to include plans for the preservation of inexperienced
spaces and wildlife.
Delhi is a vital web page for conservation because it is a phase of the historic
Aravalli mountains. Though, it has now fragmented both in the structure of urban
forests or city parks. Despite that, it experiences everyday snake occurrences across
houses, gardens and industrial areas. Thus, Delhi nevertheless has true plausible
and gives a possibility to preserve native flora, fauna and biodiversity.

Clash Between India and China - Galwan Valley
In the first week of May, there was a minor clash between Indian and Chinese
troops in the no-patrolling zone at Galwan Valley in eastern Ladakh.
About Galwan Valley:
The valley refers to the land located between the steep mountains that buffet the
Galwan River.
The source of this river is located in Aksai Chin on the Chinese side of LAC ant it
flows from the east to Ladakh, where it is connected to the Shyok River on the
Indian side of LAC.
This valley is strategically located between Ladakh and Aksai Chin in the west and
the east (currently controlled by China).
The Shyok river and the Darbuk-Shyok-Daulet Beg Oldie (DSDBO) road are
located at its western end.

The Arctic Heats Up Three Times Faster Than the Earth
According to the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (AMAP) report,
the Arctic has warmed three times faster than the rest of the planet, and faster than
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previously thought.
Highlights:
Arctic sea ice seems to be an early victim of rising temperatures. If the earth's
temperature is 2 degrees Celsius (vs. 1.5 degrees Celsius) higher than pre-industrial
levels, the probability of complete disappearance in summer is 10 times that of the
Arctic.
The publication of the report coincides with the Arctic Council's ministerial
meeting in Reykjavik, which brings together countries bordering the region.
From 1971 to 2019, the Arctic's average annual temperature rose by 3.1 degrees
Celsius, compared to 1 degree Celsius for the rest of the world.

Cheetah to be Re-introduced from Africa in November
The cheetah is regarded as the fastest land animal in the world. The animal has been
declared extinct in India in 1952 and is expected to be reintroduced to India in the
Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh in November this year.
Highlights:
Kuno, located in the Chambal area, covers an area of more than 750 square
kilometres and creates a good atmosphere for cheetahs.
The last cheetah has discovered in the country died in Chhattisgarh in the year
1947 and was declared extinct in the country in the year 1952. The Wildlife
Institute of India (WII) is ready to reintroduce it again a few years later.
The Supreme Court passed an early test to introduce African cheetahs into
acceptable habitats in India, which was conducted on the basis of experiments.
Officials from India may be sent to South Africa in June and July of these 12
months for propaganda and counselling. According to the plan, the cheetah will be
transported in October and November.

Blackbuck Population Increased in Odisha
According to a census conducted by the Odisha State Forest Department, the
blackbuck population in Odisha has more than doubled in the last six years.
Highlights:
The Blackbuck (Antilope cervicapra), also known as the Indian Antelope, is a type
of antelope native to India and Nepal.
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It is widespread in Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Odisha, and
other parts of peninsular India.
It is regarded as the epitome of grassland.
It is thought to be the world's fastest animal, next to cheetah.
It has been designated as the state animal of Punjab, Haryana, and Andhra Pradesh.
Its skin and horns are regarded as sacred objects in Hinduism, making it a symbol
of purity. It represents good fortune in Buddhism.
Protection Status:
Wildlife Protection Act 1972: Schedule I
IUCN Status: Least Concern
CITES: Appendix III
Threats include fragmentation of habitat, deforestation, natural disasters, and
illegal hunting.
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BILLS & ACTS
New Rules Notified Under the Insurance Act
According to the new rules notified under the Insurance Act, Indian promoters of
insurance joint ventures with foreign partners will no longer be able to nominate a
majority of the board members.
Highlights:
This follows recent amendments that increased the foreign direct investment (FDI)
limit in the insurance sector from 49 percent to 74 percent.
However, a majority of board members and key management personnel (KMP)
must be resident Indian citizens.
In addition, at least one of the three highest positions- chairperson of the board, the
MD and CEO -must be a resident of India.
This new standard will apply to all insurance companies, regardless of the shares
held by foreign partners.
Additional conditions have been imposed on the composition of the board of
directors for firms in which foreign investors own more than 49 percent of the
stock.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
India Biodiversity Award 2021 Biodiversity Day
The Indian Biodiversity Award 2021 was awarded on the occasion of International
Biodiversity Day on May 22.
Highlights:
KrishiAvam Paristhitiki Vikas Sansthan (KRAPAVIS) won an award in the
category "Sustainable Use of Biological Resources".
Shaji N.M (also known as the "Tuber Man" of Kerala) won an award in the
individual category of "Domestic Species Protection".
The Khonoma Nature Reserve and Tragopan Nature Reserve (KNCTS) in
Nagaland received awards in the category of "Sustainable Use of Biological
Resources".
The Indian Biodiversity Awards initiative was co-sponsored by the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change; the National Biodiversity Agency
(NBA) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) were established
in 2012.
It recognizes and respects the outstanding models of grassroots organizations in
biodiversity conservation, sustainable use and governance of biological resources.
KRAPAVIS has won prestigious awards for its support to the community to
restore water collection structures, replenishment wells and groundwater tables. It
also helped plant millions of trees of local species in Orans.
Mr. Shaji was awarded the award because he kept about 200 kinds of tuber crops
on his farm, such as big potato, elephant leg potato, small potato, arrowroot, sweet
potato, Chinese potato and taro. His contribution has won seven national awards.
KNCTS was established on December 11, 1998. The protected area was awarded
for maintaining the biodiversity of the Konoma area inhabited by a variety of
endemic flora and fauna.
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SPORTS
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay National Welfare Fund For Sportspersons
The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports has approved a grant of Rs 200,000 for V
Tejaswini Bai of Karnataka, who won the Arjuna Award in 2011 and was a
member of the women's Kabaddi team, that won gold medal games at the Asian
Olympic Games in 2014 and 2014 respectively. The Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay
National Welfare Fund for Sportspersons (PDUNWFS) has approved financial
assistance.
About the Fund:
Founded in March 1982 with the goal of assisting outstanding athletes from the
past who were living in impoverished circumstances and had brought glory to the
country through sports.
In May 2016, the scheme was revised to provide lump sum ex-gratia assistance to
outstanding athletes from the past.
The provision for a pension has been eliminated because there is already a Scheme
of Pension for Meritorious Sportspersons.
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ARTS & CULTURE
Maharashtra Seeks World Heritage Site Tag for 14 Forts
The government of Maharashtra has prepared and submitted provisional
nominations for 14 fortresses in the state to obtain the label of World Heritage.
Highlights:
Maharashtra lists 14 attractions, including Shivneri Fort, Raigad Fort, Torna Fort,
Rajgad Fort, Lohagad, Mulher Fort, Ankai Tankai Fort, Salher Fort, Rangana Fort,
Ankai Tankai Fort, Kasa Fort, Sindhudurg Fort, Alibag Fort, Suvarnadurg and
Khanderi Fort. All sites are important in history.
They belong to the rule of Peshwa, or they belong to the battle between Marathas
and Mughals. Some forts also served as naval or army bases for Marathi fighters.
UNESCO accepted the list of nominations for temporary fortresses forwarded by
the Ministry of Archaeology of India through the Ministry of Culture.
Now, the state government must submit a detailed final list of nominations to
UNESCO to list the outstanding value of these sites. World heritage is a landmark
or area protected by law under international conventions.
These sites are managed by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO).
Such sites are designated by UNESCO because of their cultural, historical or
scientific significance. To obtain the mark of world cultural heritage, the site must
have a unique landmark that can be identified geographically and historically.
As of June 2020, there are 1,121 World Heritage Sites in 167 countries/regions.
China and Italy are the countries with the largest number of World Heritage Sites
(55 in each country).
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OBITUARY
Environmentalist Sunderlal Bahuguna Passed Away
Sunderlal Bahuguna, a well-known environmentalist, died as a result of COVID-19.
He was 94 years old.
About Sunderlal Bahuguna:
Bahuguna was a founder of the Chipko Organization, a socio-ecological movement
that used Gandhian tactics of nonviolent resistance and Satyagraha to fight rampant
deforestation.
During his life, he participated in the freedom movement and later in the
Sarvodaya movement of Vinoba Bhave.
He was most known for the Chipko Movement, which involved hugging trees to
keep them from being cut down for commercial interests in the Gharwal Himalayas
of Uttarakhand.
Beginning in the 1970s, the movement extended across the country, attracting
community leaders as well as a considerable number of women.
He conveyed to the world the message that ecology and economy should coexist.
In 1980, following his appeal to then-Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, she issued a
15-year ban on the chopping of green trees.
He refused to accept the Padma Shri award in 1981 because the government
refused to cancel the Tehri dam project.
He was awarded the Padma Vibhushan in 2009.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Jagjit Pavadia Elected as President of INCB
Jagjit Pavadia, the former Narcotics Commissioner of India and a retired officer of
the Indian Revenue Service (Customs), has been elected president of the
International Narcotics Control Board (INCB). She is the first Indian to be heading
the Vienna-based organization and the second lady to hold this office.
The Board will pay unique interest to the timely supply of and get right of entry to
managed pills in the course of emergencies. It will also continue its work on
developing recommendations for the manipulation and monitoring of hashish and
cannabis-related substances. INCB monitors the compliance of UN Member States
with the three global drugs manipulate conventions & the functioning of the
international drug control system.

Appointment of CBI Director
Subodh Kumar Jaiswal has been appointed as the new Director of the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) by the Central Government. The Director of the CBI
was appointed under Section 4A of the Delhi Special Police Agency Act of 1946.
About Appointment of CBI Director:
The organization's administration is overseen by the Director of the CBI, who also
serves as the Inspector General of Police of the Delhi Special Police Establishment.
The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act (2013) amended the Delhi Special Police
Establishment Act (1946) and made the following changes to the appointment of
the Director of CBI:
The Central Government will appoint the Director of the CBI based on the
recommendation of a three-member committee chaired by the Prime Minister, the
Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, and the Chief Justice of India or a
Judge of the Supreme Court (SC).
The Delhi Special Police Establishment (Amendment) Act of 2014 altered the
composition of the committee charged with appointing the Director of the CBI.
It states that if there is no recognised leader of the opposition in the Lok Sabha, the
leader of the single largest opposition party in the Lok Sabha will be a member of
that committee.
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Director Tenure: The CVC Act of 2003 guarantees the Director of the CBI a twoyear tenure in office.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Day to End Obstetric Fistula is on 23 May
Since 2013, May 23 is the United Nations International Ending Obstetric Fistula
Day to promote the treatment and prevention of obstetric fistula. This situation
affects many girls and women during childbirth in developing countries.
Observing that this day can greatly raise people's awareness, and strengthen actions
to end obstetric fistula, and urge postoperative follow-up and follow-up of patients
with fistula. Obstetric fistula is one of the most serious tragic injuries during
childbirth.
In 2003, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and its partners launched
the "Global Campaign to Prevent Fistula Disease", a collaborative initiative to
prevent fistula disease and restore the health of those affected by the disease. The
date was officially recognized in 2012.
Theme: Women's rights are human rights! End fistula now!

World Turtle Day is on 23rd May
World Turtle Day was celebrated on May 23, 2021. It is discovered to raise
awareness among humans about turtle & tortoise and their habitats. Celebration of
the day is subsidized by way of a non-profit enterprise American Tortoise Rescue
(ATR) since 2000.
Highlights:
World Turtle Day is celebrated each and every year on May 23 with the goal of
bringing interest to turtles and tortoise barring growing understanding and
recognize for them. This day also encourages human action to help the turtles and
tortoise live to tell the tale and thrive. The day is considered amongst most
tremendous of species consciousness days which will increase search for statistics
on turtles online.
American Tortoise Rescue which used to be founded in 1990 is the founding
sponsor of World Turtle Day. However, WORLD TURTLE DAY time period was
trademarked by means of Susan Tellem.
They are reptiles, characterised with the aid of a bony or cartilaginous shell or a
carapace that developed from their ribs. Shell acts as a shield. Earliest recognized
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members of turtle dates back to Middle Jurassic. Thus, they are the oldest reptile
organizations even older than snakes or crocodiles. They are land-dwellers as
properly as amphibians. Largest sea turtle is Leatherback turtle.
Tortoises: They are reptile species from family Testudinidae. They are
extraordinary from turtles as they are solely land-dwelling. They also have a shell
for safety from predation and different threats.

World Thyroid Day is on 25th May
World Thyroid Day is found globally on 25 May each year. The foremost purpose
of the WTD is to aware of the significance of Thyroid and the prevention and
treatment of thyroid diseases.
Highlights:
World Thyroid day is established in 2008 as a part of the marketing campaign led
by way of the European Thyroid Association (ETA) and the American Thyroid
Association (ATA) followed through the Latin American Thyroid Society (LATS)
and Asia Oceania Thyroid Association (AOTA) to commemorate the sufferers with
Thyroid illnesses and doctors and medical practitioner who treat them.
The thyroid gland is butterfly-shaped in the throat that produces T3 (Thyroxine)
and T4 (Triiodothyronine) and maintained with the aid of the Thyroid-stimulating
hormone (TSH). It regulates the metabolism of the physique and abnormalities in
this can also reason dysfunction in body systems.
The limit in thyroid hormone reasons hypothyroidism (sudden weight gain) and the
extent in thyroid hormone causes hyperthyroidism. Maintaining proper iodine level
in the weight loss plan and limiting the usage of uncooked goitrogenic greens will
help in warding off thyroid diseases.

World Hunger Day is on 28th May
Every May 28th, World Hunger Day is celebrated globally. The goal of this day is
to raise awareness of more than 820 million chronically hungry people worldwide.
Highlights:
Since 2011, people have observed that it is not only necessary to spread awareness
of chronic hunger, but also to tackle hunger and poverty through sustainable causes.
The initiative recognizes the urgent need to save nearly a quarter of the 1 billion
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people from malnutrition and chronic hunger.
The need to provide outreach services on a global scale for the distribution of food
during the pandemic is considered to be the primary task of saving those who were
vulnerable even before the pandemic.
World Hunger Day is an initiative initiated by The Hunger Project, which was first
launched in 2011. This year is the 11th annual World Hunger Day, looking at the
issue of hunger as a whole. India positioned in 94th place out of 107 countries in
the 2020 Global Hunger Index.

International Womens Health Action Day is on 28th May
Since 1987, the International Women's Health Action Day has been celebrated on
May 28 every year to raise awareness of issues related to women's health and wellbeing. The Latin American and Caribbean Women's Health Network (LACWHN)
and Women's Global Reproductive Rights Network (WGNRR) launched the day.
Year after year, women, girls, advocates and allies continue to act and defend the
essence of sexual and reproductive rights: this is an inalienable and inalienable part
of our human rights.

Vesak Day is on 26th May
Vesak Day 2021 will be held on May 26th all over the world. Vesak Day, the full
moon day is the holiest day for Buddhists in the world.
Highlights:
On this day, Buddha Shakyamuni became enlightened. The United Nations
commemorates this day every year.
The United Nations has been celebrating this day since 2000. The resolution for
celebrating Vesak day was passed in the year 1999.
The International Vesak Summit is being organized since 2004. Held in Vietnam
in 2019. Till now, the summit has been held 11 times in Thailand, 3 times in
Vietnam, and 1 time in Sri Lanka.
In 1950, the World Buddhist Association held in Sri Lanka officially confirmed the
decision to celebrate Vesak Day as the birthday of the Buddha for the first time.
Buddhist leaders from many countries attended the meeting.
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International Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Non-Self-Governing
Territories
The United Nations is celebrating the "International Week of Solidarity with the
Peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories" from May 25 to 31, 2021.
Highlights:
A Non-Self-Governing Territory is one where people have not attained a full
measure of self-government, according to the UN Charter.
In 1946, UN Member States identified a number of non-self-governing territories
under their administration and placed them on the UN list.
The country that administers Non-Self-Governing Territories is called the
administering powers.
However, due to the decolonization process, some territories were removed from
the list.

International Day of UN Peacekeepers is on 29th May
May 29 will be the International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers. On May 29,
1948, the first United Nations peacekeeping mission was established when the
Security Council authorized a small number of United Nations military observers in
the Middle East.
Highlights:
United Nations peacekeeping is a joint effort between the Department of Peace
Operations and the Department of Operations Support. The Security Council
authorizes every peacekeeping mission.
The financial resources of UN peacekeeping operations are the collective
responsibility of UN member states. According to the "United Nations Charter",
each member state has a legal obligation to pay its share of peacekeeping.
United Nations peacekeepers (commonly called "blue berets" or "blue helmets"
because of their light blue berets or helmets) can include soldiers, police officers,
and civilian personnel. Peacekeeping forces are provided voluntarily by the
Member States.

Menstrual Hygiene Day is on 28th May
Every year, May 28th is World Menstrual Health Day. The day was marked on a
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global scale to resolve social stigma and raise awareness of maintaining menstrual
hygiene. Theme: Action and Investment in Menstrual Hygiene and Health.
Highlights:
Menstrual Hygiene Day is a global movement aimed at normalizing menstruation.
It was initiated by the German non-profit organization "WASH United", which is
also the international coordinator for this day.
It was first launched in 2014. Menstrual Health Day is a global advocacy platform
that brings together the voices and actions of individuals, government agencies, nonprofit organizations, the private sector and the media in promoting menstrual health
and hygiene for women and girls.
Menstrual Health Day is a global publicity platform that brings together
individuals, government agencies, non-profit organizations, the private sector & the
media to promote good menstrual health and healthy menstrual period voices and
actions on a global scale.
This day aims to get rid of the taboos related to menstruation, break the silence,
and change harmful social norms.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
Agreement Between Tehran and International Atomic Energy Agency
Iran stated that a three-month monitoring agreement between Tehran and the IAEA
had expired, and that the IAEA's access to images from inside some Iranian nuclear
sites would be terminated. Iran had started up advanced uranium enrichment
centrifuges, in violation of its commitments under a troubled 2015 nuclear deal, just
days after the start of talks to save the deal.
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA):
Mandatory: To serve as the world's central intergovernmental forum for nuclearrelated scientific and technical cooperation.
It works to make nuclear science and technology safe, secure, and peaceful.
It was founded as an autonomous organisation by its own international Treaty, the
IAEA Statute, but it reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and
Security Council.
Headquarters are in Vienna, Austria
The IAEA has 173 member countries.
Most of the UN member states and the Holy See are members of the International
Atomic Energy Agency.
It also won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2005.
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INDEX / LIST
Annual Report of Reserve Bank of India
The Reserve Bank released the annual report. It emphasized that "the quality of the
bank's assets and its readiness need to be closely monitored to ensure that reserves
increase in the next few quarters.
Highlights:
The Reserve Bank of India, early in its semi-annual financial stability report,
sometimes emphasized that by September 2021, under benchmark pressure, banks'
non-performing loan ratio may rise to 13.5%.
In its report, the Reserve Bank of India warned: "Banks as lenders will have to
provide real non-performing loans. After the Supreme Court (SC) lifted the
moratorium on the classification of non-performing assets in March 2021.
According to it, all loan accounts suspended between March and August 2020 will
be exempt from compound interest, which will pressure the bank's financial
situation.
The bank's total net non-performing assets ratio fell from 8.2% in March 2020 to
6.8% in December 2020.
The Bank's Provision Coverage Ratio (PCR) increased from 66.6% in March 2020
to 75.5% in December 2020. This was due to banks' careful provision of higher
than required provisions during the suspension and restructuring of regulatory
requirements. Provisions.
By December 2020, the bank's capital-to-risk-weighted asset ratio (CRAR) has
increased to 15.9%, from 14.8% in March.
The total net non-performing assets of non-bank financial institutions increased
from 6.8% in March to 5.7% in December 2020. The capital adequacy ratio of
NBFC increased from 24.8% in December 2020 to 23.7% in March.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) International Day to End Obstetric Fistula is on ______________.
A.23 May
B.24 May
C.23 Jun
D.24 Jun

Answer A
Explanation Since 2013, May 23 is the United Nations International Ending Obstetric Fistula
Day to promote the treatment and prevention of obstetric fistula. This situation affects many girls
and women during childbirth in developing countries.

2) When was Internet Explorer (IE) browser launched?
A.2015
B.2020
C.2000
D.1995

Answer D
Explanation Technology giant Microsoft with more than 25 years of experience has decided to
suspend its iconic Internet Explorer (IE) browser, which will take effect on June 15, 2022. The
Internet Explorer (IE) browser was launched in 1995.

3) Which of the following states have become the first states to announce the
payment of a Goods and Services Tax (GST) component for Covid-19-related
medical supplies.?
A.Haryana
B.Gujarat
C.Both A and B
D.Kerala

Answer C
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Explanation Haryana and Gujarat have become the first states to announce the payment of a
Goods and Services Tax (GST) component for Covid-19-related medical supplies.

4) Where is the headquarters of HyperVerge?
A.USA
B.UK
C.Japan
D.Russia

Answer A
Explanation HyperVerge is an AI company with solutions powering applications for large
enterprise clients in Financial Services, Telecom, Energy, Security, and Defense. It was founded
in 2014 headquartered in US.

5) World Turtle Day is on _____________.
A.May 24
B.May 23
C.Jun 23
D.Jun 24

Answer B
Explanation World Turtle Day was celebrated on May 23, 2021. It is discovered to raise
awareness among humans about turtle & tortoise and their habitats. Celebration of the day is
subsidized by way of a non-profit enterprise American Tortoise Rescue (ATR) since 2000.

6) How many countries are in the Commonwealth 2020?
A.52
B.54
C.62
D.55

Answer B
Explanation 54 countriesThere are now 54 countries in the Commonwealth, with a combined
population of 2.4 billion.
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7) COVID-19 antibody detection kit developed by ______________.
A.DRDO
B.ICMR
C.AIIMS
D.WHO

Answer A
Explanation COVID-19 antibody detection kit developed by DRDO.The DIPAS-VDx
COVID-19 IgG Antibody Microwell ELISA for sero-surveillance is the name of the antibody
detection kit.

8) When was India Meteorological Department founded?
A.1985
B.1875
C.1980
D.1978

Answer B
Explanation The India Meteorological Department is an agency of the Ministry of Earth
Sciences of the Government of India. It is the principal agency responsible for meteorological
observations, weather forecasting and seismology.

9) In Which year National Company Law Tribunal founded?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
D.2018

Answer B
Explanation The National Company Law Tribunal is a quasi-judicial body in India that
adjudicates issues relating to Indian companies. Founded: 1 June 2016
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10) When was Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay National Welfare Fund for
Sportspersons founded?
A.March 1982
B.May 1985
C.June 1982
D.April 1985

Answer A
Explanation The Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay National Welfare Fund for Sportspersons
(PDUNWFS) has approved financial assistance.About the Fund:Founded in March 1982 with the
goal of assisting outstanding athletes from the past who were living in impoverished
circumstances and had brought glory to the country through sports.In May 2016, the scheme was
revised to provide lump sum ex-gratia assistance to outstanding athletes from the past.

11) When was Kyasanur Forest Disease discovered?
A.1956
B.1965
C.1957
D.1978

Answer C
Explanation Kyasanur Forest Disease:It's caused by the Kyasanur Forest Disease Virus (KFDV),
which mostly affects humans and monkeys. It was discovered in 1957 in a sick monkey from
Karnataka's Kyasanur Forest. Since then, 400-500 human cases have been reported per year.

12) Common Wealth Day is on _____________.
A.24th May
B.25th May
C.26th May
D.27th May

Answer A
Explanation Every year on the second Monday of March, the Commonwealth Day is observed.
However, another Commonwealth Day is observed on May 24 in India.
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13) When was Global Campaign to Prevent Fistula Disease launched?
A.2002
B.2003
C.2004
D.2005

Answer B
Explanation In 2003, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and its partners launched
the "Global Campaign to Prevent Fistula Disease", a collaborative initiative to prevent fistula
disease and restore the health of those affected by the disease. The date was officially recognized
in 2012.Theme: Womens rights are human rights! End fistula now!

14) When was firefox released?
A.2001
B.2002
C.2003
D.2005

Answer B
Explanation Firefox Browser, also known as Mozilla Firefox or simply Firefox, is a free and
open-source web browser developed by the Mozilla Foundation and its subsidiary, the Mozilla
Corporation. Firefox uses the Gecko layout engine to render web pages, which implements
current and anticipated web standards.

15) American Tortoise Rescue was founded in _____________.
A.1998
B.1990
C.1995
D.1997

Answer B
Explanation American Tortoise Rescue which used to be founded in 1990 is the founding
sponsor of World Turtle Day. However, WORLD TURTLE DAY time period was trademarked
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by means of Susan Tellem.

16) In which year first International Day to End Obstetric Fistula observed?
A.2002
B.2012
C.2003
D.2013

Answer D
Explanation Since 2013, May 23 is the United Nations International Ending Obstetric Fistula
Day to promote the treatment and prevention of obstetric fistula. This situation affects many girls
and women during childbirth in developing countries.

17) Commonwealth Day is also known as _____________.
A.Empire Day
B.King Day
C.Kingdom Day
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Commonwealth Day is also known as Empire Day.Commonwealth Memorial Day
commemorates the establishment of the British Empire in India and other British colonies.

18) In which year International Day to End Obstetric Fistula was recognized?
A.2010
B.2012
C.2013
D.2001

Answer B
Explanation In 2003, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and its partners launched
the "Global Campaign to Prevent Fistula Disease", a collaborative initiative to prevent fistula
disease and restore the health of those affected by the disease. The date was officially recognized
in 2012.Theme: Womens rights are human rights! End fistula now!
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19) What is the IUCN Status of Green Turtle?
A.Critically Endangered
B.Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer B
Explanation The Olive Ridley, Leatherback and Loggerhead are listed as 'Vulnerable' on the
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.The Hawksbill turtle is listed as 'Critically Endangered'
and Green Turtle is listed as 'Endangered' on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.

20) What is the IUCN Status of Gharial Crocodile?
A.Endangered
B.Critically Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer B
Explanation India and Nepal have started conservation plans, focusing on the reintroduction of
captive food ingredients. But since 2007, they have been listed as "critically endangered" in the
IUCN Red List.

21) When was United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) established?
A.2010
B.2012
C.2014
D.2016

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Biodiversity Awards initiative was co-sponsored by the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change; the National Biodiversity Agency (NBA) and the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) were established in 2012. It recognizes and
respects the outstanding models of grassroots organizations in biodiversity conservation,
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sustainable use and governance of biological resources.

22) When was Wildlife Trust of India established?
A.Nov 1995
B.Nov 1998
C.Oct 1996
D.Oct 1997

Answer B
Explanation The Wildlife Trust of India is an Indian nature conservation organisation to
conserve wildlife and its habitat and to work for the welfare of individual wild animals. It was
founded in November 1998, New Delhi.

23) When was World Thyroid Day observed?
A.May 25
B.May 26
C.May 27
D.May 28

Answer A
Explanation World Thyroid Day is found globally on 25 May each year. The foremost purpose
of the WTD is to aware of the significance of Thyroid and the prevention and treatment of thyroid
diseases.

24) When was Khonoma Nature Reserve and Tragopan Nature Reserve
(KNCTS) established?
A.December 11, 1998
B.December 11, 1958
C.December 12, 1998
D.December 12, 1958

Answer A
Explanation The Khonoma Nature Reserve and Tragopan Nature Reserve (KNCTS) in Nagaland
received awards in the category of Sustainable Use of Biological Resources. KNCTS was
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established on December 11, 1998. The protected area was awarded for maintaining the
biodiversity of the Konoma area inhabited by a variety of endemic flora and fauna.

25) World Thyroid day is established in ____________.
A.2008
B.2010
C.2015
D.2009

Answer A
Explanation World Thyroid day is established in 2008 as a part of the marketing campaign led
by way of the European Thyroid Association (ETA) and the American Thyroid Association
(ATA) followed through the Latin American Thyroid Society (LATS) and Asia Oceania Thyroid
Association (AOTA) to commemorate the sufferers with Thyroid illnesses and doctors and
medical practitioner who treat them.

26) Who topped the Bloomberg Billionaires Index?
A.Jeff Bezos - United States
B.Bernard Arnault - France
C.Elon Musk - United States
D.Bill Gates - United States

Answer A
Explanation Jeffrey Preston Bezos is an American business magnate, media proprietor, and
investor. Bezos is the founder and CEO of the multi-national technology company Amazon.

27) Where is Khonoma Nature Reserve and Tragopan Nature Reserve?
A.Mizoram
B.Nagaland
C.Assam
D.Tripura

Answer B
Explanation The Khonoma Nature Reserve and Tragopan Nature Reserve (KNCTS) in Nagaland
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received awards in the category of Sustainable Use of Biological Resources. KNCTS was
established on December 11, 1998. The protected area was awarded for maintaining the
biodiversity of the Konoma area inhabited by a variety of endemic flora and fauna.

28) When was Council of Scientific and Industrial Research established?
A.1950
B.1942
C.1945
D.1948

Answer B
Explanation The CSIR-Central Scientific Instrument Organization (CSIR-CSIO) has permitted
UV Disinfection technology to 28 indigenous manufacturers. CSIR-CSIO has developed UV
disinfection technology to combat the SARS-CoV-2 virus.

29) Which nation will host G7 Summit in 2021?
A.France
B.UK
C.Japan
D.US

Answer B
Explanation The G7 Summit 2021 will be hosted by the United Kingdom and British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson had extended an invitation to Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
attend the summit. PM Modi has accepted the invitation.

30) Mount Nyiragongo is a volcano located _____________ from Goma.
A.10 kilometres
B.15 kilometres
C.12 kilometres
D.13 kilometres

Answer A
Explanation Mount Nyiragongo is a volcano located 10 kilometres from Goma.Thousands of
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residents have been frightened as a result of the eruption. As a result, they are now fleeing to the
east, towards Rwanda.

31) Where is Galwan Valley located?
A.Eastern Ladakh
B.Jammu
C.Kashmir
D.Western Ladakh

Answer A
Explanation In the first week of May, there was a minor clash between Indian and Chinese
troops in the no-patrolling zone at Galwan Valley in eastern Ladakh.

32) When was one stop Centre scheme started?
A.April 2015
B.April 2019
C.April 2014
D.April 2016

Answer A
Explanation One Stop Centre Scheme [UPSC Notes] One-Stop Centre Scheme addresses GenderBased Violence. It was implemented from 1st April 2015. The major aim of the scheme is to
facilitate access to a wide range of services to women affected by violence.

33) When was Kalakshetra Foundation established?
A.1963
B.1936
C.1945
D.1954

Answer B
Explanation The Kalakshetra Foundation is a cultural and arts academy. It is dedicated to the
preservation of traditional values in Indian art and crafts, particularly in the fields of
Bharatanatyam dance and Gandharvaveda music.It is headquartered in Chennai.It was established
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in the year 1936.

34) When was MGNREGA launched?
A.2005
B.2006
C.2007
D.2008

Answer A
Explanation Mahatma Gandhi Employment Guarantee Act 2005, is an Indian labour law and
social security measure that aims to guarantee the 'right to work'. This act was passed in
September 2005 under the UPA government of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh.

35) In which of the following languages does e-Courts Services Mobile App
available?
A.Hindi
B.English
C.Kannada
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The Supreme Court's e-committee has released a manual for its "e-Courts Services
Mobile App" in 14 languages, and the app itself has received over 57 lakh downloads.The manual
is available in the following languages: English, Hindi, Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada,
Khasi, Malayalam, Marathi, Nepali, Odia, Punjabi, Tamil, and Telugu.

36) International Biodiversity Day is on ____________.
A.May 21
B.May 22
C.May 24
D.May 25

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Biodiversity Award 2021 was awarded on the occasion of International
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Biodiversity Day on May 22. KrishiAvam Paristhitiki Vikas Sansthan (KRAPAVIS) won an
award in the category "Sustainable Use of Biological Resources".

37) Where is Rangana Fort located?
A.Maharashtra
B.West Bengal
C.Kerala
D.Karnataka

Answer A
Explanation Maharashtra lists 14 attractions, including Shivneri Fort, Raigad Fort, Torna Fort,
Rajgad Fort, Lohagad, Mulher Fort, Ankai Tankai Fort, Salher Fort, Rangana Fort, Ankai Tankai
Fort, Kasa Fort, Sindhudurg Fort, Alibag Fort, Suvarnadurg and Khanderi Fort. All sites are
important in history.

38) Which of the plants can be affected by Whiteflies?
A.Cotton
B.Coconut
C.Banana
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Cotton is one of the most severely affected crops by these, and Bt. Cotton is not
resistant to white flies.They were also discovered to broaden their host range on valuable plant
species such as coconut, banana, mango, sapota, guava, cashew, oil palm, and ornamental and
medicinal plants.

39) When was Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) founded?
A.23 December 1986
B.23 December 1957
C.23 December 1975
D.23 December 1985

Answer A
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Explanation The Bureau of Indian Standards is the national Standards Body of India working
under the aegis of Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Government of
India. It is established by the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986 which came into effect on 23
December 1986.

40) Where is Technology Development Board located?
A.New Delhi
B.Bangalore
C.Mumbai
D.Pune

Answer A
Explanation The Government of india constituted the Technology Development Board (TDB) in
September 1996. Under the Technology Development Board Act, 1995. As a statutory body, to
promote development.

41) Shahi litchi was the fourth agricultural product in ____________ to receive
GI certification.
A.Maharashtra
B.Bihar
C.Odisha
D.Kerala

Answer B
Explanation Shahi litchi was the fourth agricultural product in Bihar to receive GI certification
in 2018, following Jardalu mango, Katarni rice, and Magahi paan.The GI registration of Shahi
Litchi is carried out by the Litchi Growers Association in Muzaffarpur, Bihar.

42) Where are the headquarters of Bureau of Indian Standards?
A.Mumbai
B.New Delhi
C.Chandigarh
D.Kolkata
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Answer B
Explanation BIS has its Headquarters at New Delhi and its 05 Regional Offices (ROs) are at
Kolkata (Eastern), Chennai (Southern), Mumbai (Western), Chandigarh (Northern) and Delhi
(Central).

43) When did Shahi litchi got GI certificate?
A.2019
B.2018
C.2015
D.2016

Answer B
Explanation Shahi litchi was the fourth agricultural product in Bihar to receive GI certification
in 2018, following Jardalu mango, Katarni rice, and Magahi paan.The GI registration of Shahi
Litchi is carried out by the Litchi Growers Association in Muzaffarpur, Bihar.

44) When was China's 17+1 cooperation established?
A.2021
B.2012
C.2015
D.2016

Answer B
Explanation The format was founded in 2012 in Warsaw to push for cooperation of the "17+1"
(the 17 CEE countries and China). The 17+1 meet annually; summits were held in Dubrovnik
(2019), Sofia (2018), Budapest (2017), Riga (2016), Suzhou (2015), Belgrade (2014), Bucharest
(2013) and Warsaw (2012).

45) When was Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme established?
A.1958
B.1991
C.1995
D.1968
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Answer A
Explanation Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (AMAP): it monitors the Arctic
environment, ecosystems and human populations, and provides scientific advice to support
governments as they tackle pollution and adverse effects of climate change. AMAP, the Arctic
Monitoring and Assessment Programme, is an international organization established in 1991.

46) When did International Atomic Energy Agency won Nobel Peace prize?
A.2005
B.2003
C.2006
D.2009

Answer A
Explanation The IAEA has 173 member countries.Most of the UN member states and the Holy
See are members of the International Atomic Energy Agency.It also won the Nobel Peace Prize
in 2005.

47) Where is Durham University located?
A.UK
B.USA
C.Japan
D.China

Answer A
Explanation Durham University is a collegiate public research university in Durham, England,
founded by an Act of Parliament in 1832 and incorporated by royal charter in 1837.

48) When was World Hunger Day observed?
A.May 28
B.May 25
C.May 26
D.May 24

Answer A
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Explanation Every May 28th, World Hunger Day is celebrated globally. The goal of this day is
to raise awareness of more than 820 million chronically hungry people worldwide. The initiative
recognizes the urgent need to save nearly a quarter of the 1 billion people from malnutrition and
chronic hunger.

49) International Womens Health Action Day is on ___________.
A.May 25
B.May 28
C.May 31
D.May 22

Answer B
Explanation Since 1987, the International Womens Health Action Day has been celebrated on
May 28 every year to raise awareness of issues related to womens health and well-being. The
Latin American and Caribbean Womens Health Network (LACWHN) and Womens Global
Reproductive Rights Network (WGNRR) launched the day.

50) When was Vesak Day observed?
A.May 26
B.May 25
C.May 27
D.May 28

Answer A
Explanation Vesak Day 2021 will be held on May 26th all over the world. Vesak Day, the full
moon day is the holiest day for Buddhists in the world. On this day, Buddha Shakyamuni became
enlightened. The United Nations commemorates this day every year.

51) Where is Kuno National Park located?
A.Maharashtra
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Karnataka
D.Kerala

Answer B
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Explanation The cheetah is regarded as the fastest land animal in the world. The animal has been
declared extinct in India in 1952 and is expected to be reintroduced to India in the Kuno National
Park in Madhya Pradesh in November this year.

52) From when International Womens Health Action Day been celebrated?
A.1985
B.1987
C.1956
D.1986

Answer B
Explanation Since 1987, the International Womens Health Action Day has been celebrated on
May 28 every year to raise awareness of issues related to womens health and well-being. The
Latin American and Caribbean Womens Health Network (LACWHN) and Womens Global
Reproductive Rights Network (WGNRR) launched the day.

53) When was The Hunger Project founded?
A.1956
B.1975
C.1977
D.1957

Answer C
Explanation The Hunger Project is an organization committed to the sustainable end of world
hunger. It has ongoing programs in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, where it implements
programs aimed at mobilizing rural grassroots communities to achieve sustainable progress in
health, education, nutrition, and family income.

54) The International Vesak Summit is being organized since ____________.
A.2004
B.2005
C.2006
D.2007
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Answer A
Explanation The International Vesak Summit is being organized since 2004. Held in Vietnam in
2019. Till now, the summit has been held 11 times in Thailand, 3 times in Vietnam, and 1 time in
Sri Lanka.

55) When was World Hunger Day started?
A.2011
B.2015
C.2013
D.2012

Answer A
Explanation World Hunger Day is an initiative initiated by The Hunger Project, which was first
launched in 2011. This year is the 11th annual World Hunger Day, looking at the issue of hunger
as a whole. India positioned in 94th place out of 107 countries in the 2020 Global Hunger Index.

56) International Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Non-Self-Governing
Territories is observed from ____________ to _____________.
A.May 25 to May 30
B.May 25 to May 31
C.May 24 to May 30
D.May 26 to May 31

Answer B
Explanation The United Nations is celebrating the "International Week of Solidarity with the
Peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories" from May 25 to 31, 2021. A Non-Self-Governing
Territory is one where people have not attained a full measure of self-government, according to
the UN Charter.

57) What is the rank of India in Global Hunger Index 2020?
A.107
B.100
C.94
D.97
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Answer C
Explanation World Hunger Day is an initiative initiated by The Hunger Project, which was first
launched in 2011. This year is the 11th annual World Hunger Day, looking at the issue of hunger
as a whole. India positioned in 94th place out of 107 countries in the 2020 Global Hunger Index.

58) Where is the headquarters of International Atomic Energy Agency?
A.Austria
B.Switzerland
C.Paris
D.Geneva

Answer A
Explanation Headquarters is in Vienna, AustriaThe IAEA has 173 member countries.Most of the
UN member states and the Holy See are members of the International Atomic Energy Agency.It
also won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2005.

59) When was International Day of UN Peacekeepers observed?
A.May 28
B.May 29
C.May 27
D.May 26

Answer B
Explanation May 29 will be the International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers. On May 29,
1948, the first United Nations peacekeeping mission was established when the Security Council
authorized a small number of United Nations military observers in the Middle East.

60) When was International Day of UN Peacekeepers observed?
A.May 26
B.May 27
C.May 28
D.May 29

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 24 - May 30, 2021)

Answer D
Explanation May 29 will be the International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers. On May 29,
1948, the first United Nations peacekeeping mission was established when the Security Council
authorized a small number of United Nations military observers in the Middle East.

61) When was Menstrual Hygiene day was observed?
A.May 28
B.May 29
C.May 30
D.May 31

Answer A
Explanation Every year, May 28th is World Menstrual Health Day. The day was marked on a
global scale to resolve social stigma and raise awareness of maintaining menstrual hygiene.
Theme: Action and Investment in Menstrual Hygiene and Health.

62) When Lunar Eclipse occur?
A.When Earth is between Sun and Moon
B.When Earth is between Sun and Moon
C.When Moon is between Earth and Sun
D.When Earth is between Sun and other celestial bodies

Answer B
Explanation A lunar eclipse occurs when Earth crosses between the moon and the sun, which
casts a shadow of Earth onto the moon.

63) Which country has been validated by the World Health Organization
(WHO) for having eliminated trachoma?
A.Zimbabwe
B.Gambia
C.South Africa
D.Chad

Answer B
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Explanation The World Health Organization (WHO) has recently validated Gambia for having
eliminated trachoma as a public health problem.With this, Gambia became the second country in
WHOs African Region to achieve this milestone. WHO launched the 20212030 road map for
neglected tropical diseases. Cte dIvoire was the first to achieve this feat.

64) When did Lunar Eclipse happen?
A.Half Moon
B.Full Moon
C.Equinox
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation Eclipses of the Moon happen at Full Moon, when the Sun, Earth and Moon are
aligned to form an exact or an almost straight line.

65) In which year, the World Health Organization (WHO) was founded ?
A.1989
B.1967
C.1948
D.1956

Answer C
Explanation World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of United Nations. It is
responsible for international public health. It was founded in 1948 and is headquartered at
Geneva, Switzerland.

66) Select the correct option matching together about Earth shadows: 1.
Umbra darker, central part 2. Penumbra the outer part 3. Antumbra partly
shaded area beyond the umbra
A.1 and 2
B.2 and 3
C.Only 1
D.All 1, 2, 3
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Answer D
Explanation Umbra is the innermost and darkest part of the shadow and an observer experiences
total eclipse. Penumbra is the region in which only a portion of the light source is blocked by the
body. Therefore, an observer experiences partial eclipse. Antumbra is the lighter area of a shadow
that appears beyond umbra. An observer experiences annular eclipse.

67) On which commissions recommendations; Reserve Bank of India was
established?
A.Chamberlain Commission
B.Hilton Young Commission
C.Keynes Commission
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation Reserve Bank of India was established on 1 April 1935, based on recommendations
of Hilton Young Commission.

68) The World Health Organization (WHO) has collaborated with which
company to distribute Covid vaccines under Covax alliance?
A.Pfizer
B.Roche
C.Merck
D.Johnson & Johnson

Answer A
Explanation The World Health Organization (WHO) has collaborated with the American
pharmaceutical firm Pfizer recently.As per the deal, 40 million doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech
coronavirus vaccine will be distributed for poor and lower-middle income countries under its
COVAX programme.

69) When was the Central Bureau of Investigation established?
A.1982
B.1963
C.1957
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D.1971

Answer B
Explanation The Central Bureau of Investigation was established in 1963 on the basis of a
resolution of the Home Ministry. Subodh Kumar Jaiswal has been appointed as the new Director
of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) by the Central Government. The Director of the CBI
was appointed under Section 4A of the Delhi Special Police Agency Act of 1946.

70) Which of the following is not the work of RBI?
A.Bank of the banks
B.Credit controller
C.Custodian of foreign currency
D.Allocating funds directly to the farmers for agricultural development

Answer D
Explanation RBI allocates funds to NABARD for agricultural development. NABARD further
allocates funds to farmers for agricultural development through rural banks and commercial
banks.

71) What is the IUCN Status of Blackbuck?
A.Least Concern
B.Vulnerable
C.Extinct
D.Endangered

Answer A
Explanation Protection Status:Wildlife Protection Act 1972: Schedule IIUCN Status: Least
ConcernCITES: Appendix IIIThreats include fragmentation of habitat, deforestation, natural
disasters, and illegal hunting.

72) Who mints the coins in India?
A.Ministry of Finance
B.Reserve Bank of India
C.Prime Minister's Office
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D.Commerce and Industry Ministry

Answer A
Explanation In India, the RBI is responsible for the printing of currency notes, while the work of
printing one rupee note and all the minting of coins is done by the Finance Ministry.

73) Who appointments the director of Central Bureau of Investigation?
A.President
B.Prime Minister
C.Committee constituted under the chairmanship of Central Vigilance Commissioner
D.Committee constituted under the chairmanship of the Home Minister

Answer C
Explanation Appointment of director of Central Bureau of Investigation is done by the
committee under the leadership of the Central Vigilance Commissioner. The committee
comprises of Vigilance Commissioner, secretary of the Home Ministry and secretary of the
Cabinet Secretariat.

74) How long does the accounting year of the Reserve Bank of India come
from?
A.1st April to 30th March
B.1st July to 1st June
C.1st July to 30th June
D.January 1 to December 31

Answer C
Explanation The accounting year of the Reserve Bank of India is between 1 July and 30 June,
while the country's financial year is between 1 April and 30 March.

75) What is the tenure of director of Central Bureau of Investigation?
A.2 years
B.4 years
C.6 years
D.5 years
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Answer B
Explanation Appointment of director of Central Bureau of Investigation is done for 2 years as
per the Central Vigilance Commission Act, 2003.

76) Who was the first governor of Reserve Bank of India from Indian origin?
A.C. Rajagopalachari
B.Osborne Smith
C.L. K. Jha
D.C.D. Deshmukh

Answer D
Explanation The first Indian-origin governor of the Reserve Bank of India was C.D. Deshmukh
while very first Governor of RBI was Osborne Smith, an Englishman.

77) The Central Bureau of Investigation comes under the ____________.
A.Ministry of Home Affairs
B.Ministry of Personnel and Training
C.Ministry of Women and Child Development
D.Ministry of Law

Answer B
Explanation The Central Bureau of Investigation was established under the Home Ministry but
later on it was put under the supervision of Ministry of Personnel and training.

78) Which country has terminated its relationship with World Health
Organization over its handling of the Corona virus pandemic?
A.China
B.USA
C.Brazil
D.UK

Answer B
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Explanation The Former President of the United States Donald Trump has announced that US is
terminating its relationship with World Health Organization over its handling of the Corona
virus.The President has been blaming WHO and China for the deaths and damages caused by the
pandemic across the world. The President also said that the funds provided by the US to WHO
will be redirected to other global public health needs. He also issued directions to deny entry to
certain Chinese nationals and tightened regulations against Chinese investments in America.
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