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BANKING & FINANCE
Money Withdrawal from Online Wallets Through ATM Permitted
Money stored in online wallets such as Amazon Pay, Ola Money, Mobikwik, Phone
Pe, Delhi Metro Card, and others can now be withdrawn using an ATM or a Point
of Sale Terminal.
Highlights:
The Reserve Bank of India has authorised cash withdrawals of up to Rs. 2,000 per
transaction, with a maximum limit of rupees. 10,000 per month.
This service can be provided by any non-bank payment prepaid instrument.
The RBI has approved 37 prepaid payment instruments (PPIs) in the country so
far.
After completing full KYC, a maximum of two lakh rupees can be kept in different
wallets.
By March 31, 2022, all PPIs must ensure interoperability.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme - RBI
In collaboration with the RBI, the Central Government has decided to issue
Sovereign Gold Bonds.
Highlights:
From May 17 to September 2021, six tranches of Sovereign Gold Bonds will be
issued.
The Bonds will be offered through Scheduled Commercial Banks (excluding Small
Finance Banks and Payment Banks), specified post offices, Stock Holding
Corporation of India Limited (SHCIL), National Stock Exchange of India Limited,
and Bombay Stock Exchange Limited.
The minimum investment will be one gramme of gold.
Investors will be reimbursed at a fixed rate of 2.50 percent per year on the nominal
value, payable semi-annually.
Bonds will be sold only to individual residents, Hindu indivisible families, trusts,
universities and charities.
The bond has a maturity of 8 years. After the fifth year, you can opt out and
exercise the right on the next interest payment date.

Covid-19 Infections Have Been Identified Among Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups - PVTGs
According to reports, Covid-19 infection is reported in the Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Group (PVTG) in Odisha.
Highlights:
Twenty-one tribal members from eight different PVTGs in the state have tested
positive so far, including two from the Bonda tribe.
The Bonda people live in Malkangiri's highlands.
In Rayagada district, members of another PVTG, Dongria Kondh, have tested
positive.

Rural Infrastructure Development Fund - NABARD
The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has stated

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 17 - May 23, 2021)

that the Rural Infrastructure Development Fund would provide Rs 1,236 crores to
Assam in 2020-21.
About Rural Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF):
It was established in 1995-96 with a Rs 2,000 crore initial capitalization.
The RIDF has been given Rs 29,848 crores for 2020-21. The total amount
allocated has now reached Rs 18,500 crores.
The fund will be utilised for 37 initiatives that have been approved by the
government of India.
The three major categories are used to classify the activities that are eligible. The
social sector, agriculture and allied industries, and rural connectivity are the three
areas.

Proposed Framework For Gold Exchange In India
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has issued a consultation paper
on the proposed gold exchange system in India.
Highlights:
The idea for a gold exchange was announced by the Finance Minister.
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has been tasked with
regulating the proposed exchange, which includes vaulting, assaying gold quality,
and establishing delivery standards.
A separate section of established stock exchanges could trade in "electronic gold
receipts" (EGR).
SEBI has also proposed a new exchange dedicated solely to EGR, which would
provide benefits such as improved liquidity and a single price comparison.
It's also been proposed that a transaction be split into three tranches.
The vault manager must have a net worth of at least Rs. 50 crore and must have
security deposits.
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INTERNATIONAL
China Bans Synthetic Cannabinoids
China will be the 1st country in the world to ban all synthetic cannabinoid
substances. The ban may take effect on July 1. The move came as China tried to
curb the production and trafficking of the drug.
About Synthetic cannabinoids:
Synthetic cannabinoids are highly camouflaged, such as some found in e-liquid,
and in thinly sliced tobacco made from various petals or stems and leaves of plants.
In Xinjiang, it has a nickname known as Natasha. Synthetic cannabinoids are
highly camouflaged, such as those found in e-liquid, and in thinly sliced tobacco
made from leaves, petals, etc.
Synthetic cannabinoids have become one of the most abused new psychoactive
substances.
Cannabinoid substances pose a serious threat to society, and abuse of these
substances can cause incidents such as human injury and driving inconvenience.

Miss Universe Andrea Meza From Mexico
Mexico's Andrea Meza was crowned Miss Universe 2020. The 69th Miss Universe
pageant was held in Florida, United States, on May 16, 2021. Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, it was cancelled for the first time in 2020.
Highlights:
Andrea Meza defeated 74 competitors from all around the world.
Julia Gama of Brazil came in second, followed by Janick Maceta of Peru in third.
Adline Castelino, Miss India, made it to the final four.
About the Beauty Pageant:
The Miss Universe Organization, based in the United States, hosts an international
beauty pageant called Miss Universe.
It's one of the world's Big Four beauty pageants.
Miss World, Miss International, and Miss Earth are the other three.

U.P. Sunni Waqf Board Demolition of Mosque
The Sunni Central Waqf Board of Uttar Pradesh (UP) condemned the demolition of
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a mosque in Barabanki, UP, and requested that it be rebuilt.
Highlights:
The Wakf Act of 1954 established the UP Sunni Central Waqf Board.
It oversees the affairs of Sunni Muslim waqf (charity) lands, waqf organisations,
and the Sunni Muslim community of UP's marriage records.
In the Babri MasjidRam Janmabhoomi title dispute, it has been the leading Muslim
litigant.

Colombo Port City Chinese Funded Tax
Sri Lanka's Supreme Court approved a Chinese-funded tax-free enclave, clearing
the final legal hurdle.
Highlights:
It is known as "Colombo Port City."
Among the other massive infrastructure projects in Sri Lanka, it is China's largest
single foreign investment.
Similar to Dubai and Singapore, the Port City would draw billions of dollars in
trade, finance, and offshore services.
The Port City will be governed by a commission with different powers to expedite
investment approvals.
All transactions inside the Port City would be denominated in foreign currency,
and all wages received by any worker would be tax-free.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Mission Hausla Launched by Uttarkhand Police
The Uttarakhand Police Department has launched a campaign called "Mission
Hausla" to help people obtain oxygen, beds, ventilators and plasma for Covid-19
patients. In addition, the police will also help the public obtain medicines for
Covid-19 management as part of the mission and rations.
About the mission:
Delivering medicines, oxygen and ration at the doorsteps of households fighting the
coronavirus and coordinating between plasma donors and those in need of it will
also be some of the activities to be taken up by means of the police as phase of the
mission. Police stations will serve as nodal centres for managing crowds in market
areas and ensuring COVID- fabulous behaviour by means of people like carrying
masks and social distancing in public places, he said. Stern action will be taken in
opposition to those who violate the norms.

Sikkim Statehood Day 16th May
On May 16, 1975, Sikkim became a part of the Indian Union. Since then, the 16th
of May has been designated as Sikkim Statehood Day.
Highlights:
The Indo-Sikkimese Treaty was concluded in 1950. Sikkim became an Indian
protectorate as a result of this. Until 1975, Sikkim was controlled by the Namgyal
dynasty.
Sikkim has become the first state in the country to go completely organic. In
Sikkim, all farming activities are now conducted without the use of pesticides or
synthetic fertilisers.
The World Heritage Kanchenjunga National Park is located in Sikkim.
River Teesta is the major river flowing in the state.
Lhonak, Lachung and Talung are the tributaries of Teesta. Teesta river is a
tributary of Brahmaputra.
The residents of Sikkim are of Nepali origin.
The native Sikkimese consist of Bhutias. They migrated from Tibet in the 14th
century. The Lepchas lived before the Bhutias.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 17 - May 23, 2021)

Zeolite Cargo Flight Service by Air India
The National Airline of India has started its first "zeolite cargo flight" and the
Indian government has begun to import zeolite from all over the world for use in
medical oxygen plants.
Highlights:
The government has appointed the Defense Research and Development
Organization (DRDO) as the charter for these goods.
With the support of the Prime Minister's Civil Assistance and Relief (PM CARES)
Fund, DRDO will build these medical oxygen plants.
The technology developed by Defense Research and Development Organization
uses a pressure swing adsorption process and molecular sieve zeolite to produce
oxygen.
Zeolite is used as an adsorption material.
Oxygen concentrators use zeolite to absorb nitrogen in the atmosphere and then
discharge the nitrogen. The remaining oxygen is reserved for the patient's use.
Under high pressure, the surface area of the zeolite increases, so it can adsorb a
large amount of nitrogen.

Petroleum & Explosives Safety Organization - PESO
The Indian government has evaluated the present method for the Petroleum and
Explosive Safety Organization (PESO) to approve worldwide manufacturers for
importing oxygen cylinders.
About Petroleum & Explosives Safety Organization (PESO):
It is an organization under the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion
(DIPP) of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.
Manage the use of explosives and petrol stations in India.
Headquarters: Nagpur, Maharashtra.

Narada Bribery Case - Ministers Arrested in West Bengal
The West Bengal Ministers Subrata Mukherjee, Firhad Hakim, TMC MLA Madan
Mitra, and Sovan Chattopadhyay (former Kolkata Mayor) were detained by the
Central Bureau of Investigation on May 17, 2021.
Highlights:
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In short, state ministers were caught on tape receiving money in the Narada
Bribery Case. These videotapes of ministers were released before the 2016 State
Assembly polls.
The Narada Sting Operation was carried out in West Bengal by Narada News
Founder Mathew Samuel.
Narada News, a private news website, reported on this operation.
Samuel is the former Managing Director of Tehelka, it should be noted.
As part of the operation, Samuel set up a fake company called Impex Consultancy
Solutions.
He then went around to MPs and TMC ministers, offering them money in
exchange for favours.
The bribe was accepted by the ministers. This was taped and released as a 52-hour
video on the news website.
Aparupa Poddar, Suvendu Adhikari, Prasum Bannerjee, Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar,
Sougata Roy, and Mukul Roy were among the MLAs and ministers featured in the
video.

National Crisis Management Committee - NCMC
The National Crisis Management Committee (NCMC) meeting on Cyclone Tauktae
was led by the Cabinet Secretary.
About the National Crisis Management Committee:
The National Coordination and Management Committee (NCMC) is a committee
established by the Indian government in the aftermath of a natural disaster to ensure
proper coordination and implementation of relief measures and operations.
It is led by the Cabinet Secretary.
In India, the National Disaster Management Committee (NCMC) and the Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS) are the two key committees involved in top-level
decision-making on disaster management (DM).
Key functions of the NCMC:
Supervise the command, control and coordination of disaster response.
Provide guidance to the crisis management team when necessary.
The Cabinet Secretary chairs the committee, which is made up of secretaries from
various ministries or departments with disaster management responsibilities.
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MOMA Market for Vegetable Launched by Manipur CM
Chief Minister of Manipur State N Biren Singh (N Biren Singh) has launched a
smartphone app "MOMA Market" for fresh vegetables to be delivered to your door
to ensure People get fresh vegetables at home during the COVID-19 curfew.
Highlights:
The National Horticulture and Soil and Water Conservation Department MOMA
launched the application under the supervision of CM to provide fresh vegetables
for daily consumption and to reduce the distress of agricultural products during the
lockdown of the COVID-19 pandemic.
In order to prevent the loss of vegetables and the spread of COVID-19, MOMA
has been designated to deliver products to consumers in the region and channel
farms.
The Farmer Producer Company (FPC) cooperating with MOMA will harvest
vegetables from various farms.
It is then transported to the cold storage and warehouse of the department's
integrated warehouse in Sanjenthong and other locations. Eventually, consumers'
MOMA Market orders will be shipped to their doorsteps.

MyGov Innovation Challenge App Launched
MyGov has launched an innovation competition to develop an Indian language
learning app.
Highlights:
MyGov has launched an Innovation Challenge to develop an app for learning
Indian languages.
The challenge was initiated by MyGov in collaboration with the Department of
Higher Education, Ministry of Education, Government of India.
The aim is to build an app that allows people to learn simple sentences in any
Indian language and gain a working understanding of it.
Challenge goal: Create an application to improve regional language literacy,
thereby establishing a broader cultural understanding in the country
Graphical User Interface, UI/UX, ease of use, gamification functionality,
simplicity, superior content, scalability, interoperability, and so on are the main
criteria for assessing.
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Individuals, start-ups, and businesses from India are invited to participate in the
challenge.
The app will be multi-modular, with the ability to instruct through written word,
audio, and video/visuals, according to MyGov.
Following the assessment of prototype submissions, the top 10 teams will be
invited to give presentations, with the top three being chosen by a jury. The top
three will each earn INR 20 lakhs, INR 10 lakhs, and INR 5 lakhs in order to
improve their apps.

ELDERLINE Toll Free Number
ELDERLINE (14567), a toll-free telephone hotline for the elderly, has started
operating in many states.
Highlights:
To resolve the problems faced by elderly people in the aftermath of the covid
pandemic, the Ministry of Social Justice has developed state-based call centres in
five major states.
The toll-free helpline for elderly people, ELDERLINE, is scheduled to be
operational in all states by the end of May 2021.
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Rajasthan are among
the states covered. It had been operational in Telangana for a year.
The call centres can be reached at 14567, which is a toll-free number.
The Tata Trusts and the NSE Foundation have aided in the implementation of this
facility.

SAMVEDNA Tele-Counselling to Children
SAMVEDNA is providing Tele Counselling to children affected by the Covid-19
Pandemic.
About SAMVEDNA:
The SAMVEDNA remote counselling service aims to provide children with
psychological support to solve their stress, anxiety, fear and other problems during
the coronavirus pandemic.
The National Commission for the Protection of Children's Rights provides this
service (NCPCR).
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Provide children with the following three types of consultations over the phone:
Persons in quarantine/isolation/covid care centres.
People whose parents or close relatives have tested positive for COVID.
Persons who have lost their parents due to COVID.
The service is available in a variety of regional languages and was introduced in
September 2020.
The counsellors were taught by a renowned professor from the Department of
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and his NIMHANS team.
SAMVEDNA is the acronym for "Sensitive action on mental health vulnerability
through emotional development and necessary acceptance."
The toll-free number 1800-121-2830 is accessible from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 3
p.m. to 8 p.m. Monday to Saturday.

Article 311 of the Indian Constitution
Recently, there was a lot of talk about Article 311.
Highlights:
Article 311 states that no government employee, whether from the central
government or a state government, may be fired or suspended by a subordinate
authority to the one who appointed him or her.
Section 2 of the article states that no civil servant shall be dismissed, suspended, or
demoted from his or her position unless and until he or she has been told of the
charges and has been given a fair opportunity to be heard on those charges.
If a government employee is convicted in a criminal case, he may be fired without
DE under Article 311 (2) (a).
A government employee may be fired under 311 (2) (c) if the President or
Governor, as the case may be, determines that it is not in the best interests of the
state to conduct such an investigation.

First Agriculture Export Facilitation Centre of India in Pune
The Maharatta Chamber of Commerce, Agriculture and Commerce (MCCIA)
cooperated with the National Agricultural and Rural Development Bank
(NABARD) to establish India's first agricultural export facilitation center in Pune,
India.
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Highlights:
The new convenience center will serve as a one-stop center for exporters in the
agricultural sector and promote agricultural exports in the region in accordance
with global standards.
The center will use its experts to guide prospective exporters in all aspects of the
agricultural product export chain of "agricultural products from farm to table". It
will organize publicity programs, training programs and workshops for related
parties, organize visits to export companies for practical guidance, and organize
buyer and seller meetings.

India is the Second Largest Insurance-Technology Market in Asia-Pacific
According to data from S&P Global Market Intelligence, India is the second-largest
insurance technology market in the Asia-Pacific, accounting for 35% of the region's
insurance technology-focused venture capital of US$3.66 billion.
Highlights:
Data show that there are at least 335 private insurance technology companies
operating in the Asia-Pacific region, of which about 122 have disclosed a total of
US$3.66 billion in capital through private equity transactions. China and India are
home to nearly half of private insurance technology companies in the Asia-Pacific
region, attracting approximately 78% of the investment. Insurance technology
investors have attracted the country India because it is one of the fastest-growing
insurance markets in the world.

Google Floats News Showcase with Top Publishers
Google has announced the launch of its global licensing program News Showcase
in India. Google has signed agreements with 30 Indian publishers to provide access
to some of their content.
Highlights:
In the context of increasing pressure from the global media industry, they require
technology platforms to provide reasonable prices and advertising shares. In
February of this year, the Indian Newspaper Association (INS) also asked the
search engine Google to compensate newspapers for the use of its published
content, and seek to obtain a larger share of advertising revenue.
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The content from these publishers will commence to show up in committed News
Showcase story panels in Google News and on Discover pages in English and
Hindi. The guide for more local languages will be introduced in the future. It will
also pay collaborating news corporations to supply readers get right of entry to a
restrained quantity of paywalled content.
Showcase can pay information publishers for their content material on-line and
also lets in partnering publishers to furnish constrained get admission to pay-walled
testimonies for users. Showcase, which is stay in more than 12 nations working
with over seven hundred publishers, is a section of Google's $1 billion funding
towards helping quality journalism.

Export of Gholvad Sapota (Chikoo) - Maharashtra
Maharashtra started exporting GI certified Gholvad Sapota (chikoo) to the United
Kingdom.
Highlights:
The Gholvad Sapota, also known as Chikoo, is known for its sweet and distinct
flavour.
Its GI certificate is held by Maharashtra Rajya Chikoo Utpadak Sangh
It is believed that the unique taste is attributed to the calcium-rich soil in Gholvad
village.
Gholvad is a village in Palghar district of Maharashtra.
About 5000 hectares of land in the Palgahr district are currently under sapota
plantation. Only 147 of the 5000 farmers who grow Sapota are authorised GI users.
The Dahanu Gholvad Sapota is another name for the Gholvad Sapota (Dahanu
being the Taluk in which Gholvad is located).

National Expert Group on Vaccine Administration for COVID
Union Ministry of Health approves NEGVAC's new recommendations.
Highlights:
If a COVID-19 infection has been confirmed by a lab test, the COVID-19 vaccine
should be delayed for three months after recovery.
COVID-19 vaccination is to be delayed by three months from the date of discharge
from the hospital for COVID-19 patients who have been given anti-SARS-2
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monoclonal antibodies or convalescent plasma.
People who have some other severe general illness that requires hospitalisation or
ICU treatment should wait 4-8 weeks before having the COVID-19 vaccine.
If you have COVID-19 disease, you can donate blood 14 days after receiving the
COVID-19 vaccine or testing negative RT-PCR.
It is recommended that all breastfeeding women receive the COVID-19 vaccine.

Six-Month CBID Program on Rehabilitation of Divyangjan
The Union Minister launched a six-month community-based inclusive development
(CBID) program to restore PwD (Persons with Disabilities).
Highlights:
The initiative seeks to develop a pool of community-based rehabilitation workers
who can collaborate with ASHA and Anganwadi workers to address crossdisability problems and help people with disabilities integrate into society.
It is intended to provide these employees with competency-based information and
skills to help them perform their jobs more effectively.
These workers will be referred to as "Divyang Mitra", i.e. friends of persons with
disabilities

AIM-ICDK - Water Innovation Challenge
The AIM-ICDK Water Innovation Challenge's global finals were held.
About AIM-ICDK Water Innovation Challenge:
Conducted by:
NITI Aayog's Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is in charge of the project.
Denmark Technical University (DTU)
Innovation Center Denmark (ICDK) a branch under Embassy of Denmark
The AIM-ICDK Water Innovation Challenge (also known as the Next Generation
Water Action (NGWA) Water Innovation Challenge) aimed to find promising
Indian innovators who could represent and form India's participation in the global
Next Generation Water Action programme hosted by the International Water
Association and Denmark Technical University.
Next Generation Water Action: A DTU initiative to bring together young people
from leading universities and innovation hubs in five countries (India, Denmark,
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Kenya, Ghana, and South Korea) to develop their skills and apply their technical
disciplines, potential for creativity, and solutions to challenge and catalyse water
solutions toward smart, livable cities.

Customs (Import of Concessional Tariffs) Amendment Rules
To improve trade facilitation, the government has made amendments to the current
Customs (Import of Goods at Concessional Rate of Duty) Rules, IGCR 2017. The
2017 Intergovernmental Convention on Climate Change stipulates the procedures
and methods for importers to enjoy the preferential tariff concessions on imported
goods required for domestic product production or provision of services.
Highlights:
The Central Board on Indirect Taxes and Tariffs has been changed.
A one major change is to allow imported goods to be sent out for work. Importers
can now obtain the final product based entirely on work.
The lack of this facility had previously hampered the industry, particularly the
Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises sector, which lacked in-house
manufacturing capability.
However, certain sectors have been removed, such as gold, jewellery, precious
stones, and metals.
Another major change is to allow those who import capital goods with preferential
tariffs to clear/re-sell these goods in the domestic market after paying tariffs and
interest at depreciated prices.
This was not allowed in the early days, and manufacturers got stuck after using
imported capital goods because they were not easy to re-export.

Infrastructure Status for Exhibition and Convention Centres
Exhibition and conference centres have been given Infrastructure' status by the
Finance Ministry. The move is expected to make it easier for banks to finance such
projects.
Highlights:
The harmonised master list of infrastructure sub-sectors includes the Exhibitioncum-Convention Centre.'
A new item has been added to the category of Social and Commercial
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Infrastructure to reflect this.
These advantages will be applicable only to projects with a minimum built-up floor
area of 1,00,000 sq. m. of exclusive exhibition space, or conference space, or both
coimbined.
The main projects being carried out in this field so far are: International Exhibition
and Conference Centers in Dwarka and Pragati Maidan in New Delhi.
The infrastructure tag does not involve major tax deductions.
The tag would make it easier for such projects to obtain bank funding.

E-Way Bill Integration With FASTag, RFID
The E-Way Bill (EWB) system has been incorporated with FasTag and RFID by
the Union Government.
Highlights:
Electronic Way (E-Way) Bill:
An E-Way Bill is a unique bill number created for a particular consignment
involving the transportation of goods.
Beginning in April 2018, EWBs will be mandated for inter-state transportation of
goods priced over Rs. 50,000 under the Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime,
with the exception of precious items such as gold.
It is a method to monitor the movement of goods and detect tax evasion, as well as
a mechanism to ensure that goods being transported comply with the GST Law.
FASTag:
FASTag is a reloadable tag that can automatically deduct fees without having to
stop cash transactions.
Once activated, the tag uses Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) technology
and is attached to the vehicle's windscreen.
Radio waves are used to read and capture data stored on a tag attached to an object
in RFID.
A tag can be read from up to several feet away, and it doesn't have to be in the
reader's direct line of sight to be monitored.
FASTag will be mandatory for all vehicles in the country beginning February 15,
2021.
The National Highway Authority of India is in charge of its operation (NHAI).
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PM Swasthya Suraksha Yojana - AIIMS
Under the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY), the central
government has approved the establishment of 22 new All India Institutes of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), six of which are already operational.
About PMSSY:
PMSSY was launched in 2003 with the aim of addressing regional disparities in
the availability of affordable/reliable tertiary healthcare services as well as
improving medical education facilities in the country.
The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare is in charge of implementing the
PMSSY.
It consists of two components:
1. Establishing a new AIIMS (All India Institute of Medical Sciences).
2. Upgrade of Government medical colleges in each state
The Centre and the state split the project cost of upgrading each medical college
institution.

Karnataka Ranks 1st in Implementing Ayushman Bharat
Karnataka ranks first in the establishment of a health and wellness center under the
Ayushman Bharat Plan, which aims to provide comprehensive primary health care
in rural areas.
Highlights:
Karnataka is leading the way in implementing projects for 2020-2021. Although
the center has set a goal of establishing 2,263 centers, the state has upgraded 3,300
centers until March 31.
Of the 95 projects, 90 scored the highest, and the state ranked top in terms of
project implementation in 2020. By the regulations of the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, it is 21.
In order to provide high-quality medical care for all under the Ayushman Bharat
Arogya Karnataka plan, all PHCs have been upgraded under the national health
mission.
The state's goal is to upgrade 11,595 centers as HWC. These centers provide adult
counselling services, public yoga camps, ENT care, first aid in emergencies, and
referrals to tertiary hospitals.
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Jharkhand Ranks 1st in Implementation of Smart City Mission Schemes
According to the implementation progress of the smart city project, Jharkhand
ranks first among the 36 states in India and UT.
Highlights:
Rajasthan is in second place. The ranking is published by the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA).
At the same time, in terms of the progress of the ongoing mission plan for 100
cities, Ranchi, the capital of Jharkhand, has risen to the 12th place.
On the other hand, Delhi ranks 11th in the list of states and federal territories,
Bihar ranks 27th, New Delhi Municipal Corporation ranks 41st in the list of cities,
and Patna, the capital of Bihar ranks 68th in the list of cities.
Previously, there was a system where Smart City Mission released rankings within
one month, two weeks, and one week. However, these rankings are now frequently
updated through an online process.
In this ranking, the implementation and progress of the plan executed by the Smart
City Mission is the basis, and the main points of each mission are determined.

Competition Commission of India 12th Anniversary
The Competition Commission of India celebrates its 12th anniversary.
About Competition Commission of India:
Competition Commission of India (CCI) acts as India's competition regulator.
The Commission was established in 2003, although it was not fully operational
until 2009.
Through constructive engagement with all stakeholders, the government, and
foreign jurisdiction, it aims to create a competitive environment in the Indian
economy.
The Commission's aims are as follows:
Prevent actions that harm the competition.
Promote and maintain market competition.
Protect the interests of consumers.
Ensure the freedom of trade.

Decommission of INS Rajput
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INS Rajput has been decommissioned.The Indian Navy's first destroyer was the
INS Rajput.
About INS Rajput:
It was the lead ship of the former Soviet Union's Kashin-class destroyers. It was
given the Russian name Nadezhny,' which means hope.'
It was built in the year 1980.
The ship was the first Indian Naval ship to be associated with a regiment of the
Indian Army, the Rajput Regiment, with the motto "Raj Karega Rajput."
It participated in a number of operations, including Operation Aman off the coast of
Sri Lanka to support the IPKF, Operation Cactus off the coast of the Maldives to
address a hostage crisis, Operation Pawan for patrolling duties off the coast of Sri
Lanka, and Operation Crowsnest off the coast of Lakshadweep.

States Asked To Declare Mucormycosis An Epidemic
Under the Epidemic Diseases Act of 1897, the Union government has asked the
states to declare mucormycosis an epidemic. Mucormycosis is a black fungus that
has been found in COVID-19 patients.
Highlights:
Declaring it an epidemic would require health-care facilities to check for it and
report any cases to the government.
It has already been declared an epidemic in Rajasthan, Telangana, and Tamil Nadu.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Utopia Planitia of Mars
The Tianwen 1 Chinese Mars Mission arrived on the Utopia Planitia recently. It's
the spot where the Viking 2 lander landed.
About Utopia Planitia:
It is the impact basin of Mars. Impact craters are circular depressions formed on
the surface of a planet due to the hypervelocity impact of smaller objects. This may
be due to meteors.
The basin has a diameter of 3,300 kilometers.
The rocks in Utopia Planitia appear perched, as if they had been blown away from
their bases by the wind.
Scalloped Topography can be found in several parts of the region. Scalloped
topography is widespread between 45 and 60 degrees north and south latitude.
They're made up of shallow depressions with no rim.

Jupiter Icy Moon Explorer of European Space Agency
The European Space Agency's Jupiter Icy Moon Explorer recently entered a critical
test sequence.
About Jupiter Icy Moon Explorer:
It's known as JUICE.
It is a European Space Agency-developed interplanetary spacecraft. It is still in the
developmental stages.
Airbus Defence and Space is the mission's major contractor.
The JUICE mission will investigate three of Jupiter's Galilean moons. Europa,
Ganymede, and Callisto are their names.
There is a large amount of water beneath the surface of each of these three moons.
The spacecraft is scheduled to launch in June of 2022.
It will make its closest approach to Jupiter in October 2029.
Jupiter will be reached after five gravity assistance. The use of the gravity of
another planet or celestial object to raise a spacecraft's speed or change its path is
known as Gravity Assists. This is done to conserve propellant and cut costs.
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Mars Landing by China
In a major boost to its space ambitions, China successfully landed a spacecraft on
Mars carrying its first Mars rover.
Highlights:
China launched its first Mars mission, Tianwen-1, in July 2020, carrying a lander
and rover.
Since February, Tianwen-1 has been in orbit.
A lander carrying the Zhurong rover successfully landed on the surface of Mars
recently.
Only Russia and the United States of America had previously successfully landed
on Mars.
The rover will supply "first-hand materials for research on Mars' space
environment, surface topography, and soil structure."

Okeanos Explorer - USs Robotic Navigation Tech to Explore Ocean Floor
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) created the
Okeanos Explorer ship (NOAA). On May 14, 2021, it departed from Port
Canaveral in Florida.
About Okeanos Explorer:
The Okeanos Explorer is on a two-week ocean exploration mission.
In Hadal Zone, it is to create 3D maps of huge areas of unknown ocean floors.
It will execute a technical demonstration of Orpheus, an autonomous underwater
vehicle.
The Orpheus robot is a new submersible robot that will aid in the identification of
scientific features on the ocean floor.

Google Cloud Joined with SpaceX For Providing Satellite Internet Service
Google Cloud and SpaceX signed an agreement to provide Internet services
through Starlink satellites.
Highlights:
Google will provide Cloud infrastructure for this connection project, and Space X
will install ground terminals in Google's cloud data center to connect to Starlink
satellites. This will help provide fast Internet services in rural areas. This service

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 17 - May 23, 2021)

will be available to customers before the end of the year 2021.
The first Starlink terminal will be set up in a Google datacentre in Ohio, United
States. Earlier, Microsoft has signed a comparable settlement with SpaceX to
connect its Azure cloud to Starlink.
Starlink is a mission below which SpaceX ambitions to send 12,000 satellites to
grant space-based internet.

Scientists Developed A Magnetometer For Low-Cost, Accurate, And RealTime Magnetic Field Measurements
Scientists at Bengaluru's Raman Research Institute (RRI) have developed a more
reliable, quicker, and low-cost digital receiver system for making precise magnetic
field measurements.
Highlights:
RRI is an autonomous institute within the Department of Science and Technology
of the Government of India.
The DST and the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology have backed
the new report.
The foundation of communication systems is digital signals, which are processed
by hardware systems that transmit and receive signals with the aid of intermediate
systems known as "digital receiver systems," or DRS.
As magnetic matter generates signals, scientists will research the magnetic fields
by analysing them with DRS.
Scientists can quantify fields and analyse minor variations by analysing the
properties of the signals, such as how they change over time.

Biologics Offer Revolutionary Approach To Treating Diseases
Researchers from the University of Massachusetts (U.S.A.) recently developed a
nanoparticle. It presents a novel and potentially game-changing approach to disease
treatment.
Highlights:
The new concept Protein-Antibody Conjugate or PAC combines two different drug
delivery methods.
One is a biological agent. The idea is to target defective proteins in the system by
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delivering proteins to the system.
Insulin therapy is an example for this case.
Another method is to use antibodies for drug delivery.
Antibodies are things produced by the human body and used to detect foreign
bodies in the body.
Now, PAC has proteins linked to antibodies.
This may affect incurable diseases such as pancreatic cancer.

ICMR Issues Advisory On Plasma Therapy
The use of convalescent plasma has been removed from the recommended
treatment guidelines for COVID-19, according to an advisory from the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR).
Highlights:
Despite the fact that the PLACID trial, which was performed last year, showed no
substantial benefit from plasma use, it was nevertheless recommended in the
guidelines.
According to some scientists, using such plasma could have resulted in new virus
mutations.

Jio Partners Global Consortium to Build Undersea Cable Network
Telecom operator Reliance Jio is working with global partners and submarine cable
supplier Subcom to build the largest international submarine cable system with
India as the center to meet the growing data demand.
Highlights:
The 2 submarine cable systems the company plans to deploy will be connecting
India with the Asia-Pacific markets (Singapore, Thailand and Malaysia), and
connect others with the Italian and African markets.
The submarine cable network connects multiple countries to provide Internet and
telecommunications services.
This high-capacity and high-speed system will provide more than 200 Tbps
(megabits per second) of capacity, spanning 16,000 kilometers.
The IAX system will connect India from Mumbai and Chennai to Thailand and
Malaysia, and is expected to be put into service in the middle of 2023; and the IEX
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system will extend India's connection range to Italy, landing in Savona and others
in the Middle East Regional landing is expected to be put into use in early 2024 in
North Africa.

SBIRS Geo-5 Missile Warning Satellite Launched by Atlas V Rocket
The United Launch Alliance launched the Atlas V rocket from the Cape Canaveral
Space Force Station which is in Florida. The Atlas V rocket carries the SBRIS
Geo-5 satellite.
Highlights:
The complete form of SBRIS is a space-based infrared system. It is designed for
missile early warning, missile battlefield and defensive features.
SBRIS is a space tracking and surveillance system. SBRIS is designed to meet the
infrared space surveillance requirements of the US Space Force system.
In 2020 alone, SBRIS satellites have detected more than 1,000 missiles. The
satellite will provide key capabilities such as missile early warning, battlefield, and
missile defense. It weighs 4850 kilograms. As of 2018, ten SBRIS satellites have
been launched.
Atlas V is a two-stage rocket. The fuel in the first stage is rocket-grade kerosene
and liquid oxygen, and the fuel in the second stage is hydrogen and liquid oxygen.
The rocket lifted SBRIS to an altitude of 35,753 kilometers.

Medicine from the Sky Pilot at Vikarabad Hospital
The Telangana state government has selected 16 major medical centers (PHCs)
located around the Vikarabad Regional Hospital to test the ambitious "air
medicine", the first involving transportation by multiple drones' Similar items of
drugs.
Highlights:
Due to the existence of cold chain facilities, hospitals in this area have been
selected as the central point, and the selected primary medical centers are both
within the Vision Line of Sight (VLOS) and Beyond the Vision Line of Sight
(BVLOS).
A consortium of seven operators led by Blue Dart Med-Express has been selected
for the project. The project will initially be launched within a VLOS range of 500
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meters and will gradually be expanded to a range of 9 km.
The project will start with a pilot, launch in three batches, and then draw a
roadmap to plan drone operations for the delivery of vaccines/medicine at the
required community health centers and primary health care centers.
The project was launched after the Ministry of Civil Aviation approved the
country's request for a conditional exemption from the 2021 Unmanned Aircraft
Systems Regulations for experimental BVLOS drone flights to deliver vaccines.

Iran Launched Super Computer - Simorgh
Iran launched a supercomputer called Simorgh. This supercomputer is a hundred
times more powerful than previous Iranian supercomputers.
Highlights:
The supercomputer is named after a bird named Simurgh like a phoenix.
This supercomputer was developed by the Amir Kabir University of Technology
located in Tehran, the capital of Iran. It is located in Iran's High Performance
Computing Research Center.
The performance capability of the simorgh Supercomputer is 0.56 petaflops. It is to
reach 1 petaflop in 2 months. In its subsequent levels it is to attain to velocity of 10
petaflops.
It comprises of 42 racks in a location of 250 square metres. In future this is to be
upgraded to 400 sq. metres. The whole finances of the supercomputer are expected
to be 9 million USD.
The Supercomputer is to be used for photo processing, synthetic talent work load,
visitors and climate data. It will also be used for cloud web hosting nearby nonpublic firms.

New Storage Conditions For Pfizer-BioNTech Vaccine
The European Medicines Agency (EMA) has proposed that the Pfizer-BioNTech
COVID-19 vaccine's approved storage conditions be modified.
Highlights:
According to the latest guidelines, an unopened thawed vial of the PfizerBioNTech vaccine can be stored for up to a month at 2-8 degrees Celsius, which
means it can be stored in a normal refrigerator after it has been removed from the
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deep freeze.
Previously, an unopened thawed vaccine vial could only be stored in a normal
refrigerator for up to five days.

New Naming System For Virus Variants
The World Health Organization (WHO) will introduce a system for naming
coronavirus variants that is close to hurricane naming.
Highlights:
The campaign aims to remove the stigma associated with the country where it was
found.
Rather than their lineage numbers, it would be easier for the public to recall.
Viruses and their variants are referred to by formal lineage names, which are a
combination of letters and names that indicate how different variants are related.
Variants like B.1.1.7 and B.1.617 have mutations in common and provide
information about their evolutionary history.
However, 1.1.7 was initially referred to as the "UK variant" and B.1.351 as the
"South Africa" variant.

Multiplex RT-PCR Kit DST Institute
A new multiplex RT-PCR package has been developed by the DST Institute.
Highlights:
The Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute of Medical Science and Technology (SCTIMST),
a National Institute of Importance under the Department of Science and
Technology, has developed a new multiplex RT-PCR kit.
A newly designed multiplex RT-PCR kit detects covid19 more accurately across
the different mutant strains of the virus that caused the global pandemic.
To help identify a variety of mutant strains, the new kit targets two SARS CoV2
genes: RdRp and ORFb-nsp14, as well as the human RNAse P gene as an internal
control.
The new kit uses multiplex Taqman chemistry to amplify all three genes in one
step.
Apart from the time needed for RNA isolation from nasopharyngeal swab samples,
the amplification time for the assay is 45 minutes.
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If one of the confirmatory genes fails to amplify and can be labelled for sequence
review, multiplexing two confirmatory genes will help shortlist potential new
variants.
The ICMR tested this package and discovered that it detects covid19 with 97.3
percent sensitivity and 100 percent specificity.

RT-LAMP Technology Was Used to Create SPOT, A New COVID-19 Saliva
Test
SPOT is a new COVID-19 Saliva Testing method developed by US scientists.
SPOT is an acronym for Scalable and Portable Testing.
About SPOT:
A research team from the Carle Illinois College of Medicine invented SPOT
In thirty minutes, the SPOT provides COVID-19 test results. The cost of the
equipment is $78.
In addition, the cost of these reagents and other test equipment is estimated to be 6
to 7 dollars.
Anyone with a minimal amount of training can use the equipment.
The test is very similar to RT-PCR. However, Reverse Transcriptase Loop
Mediated Isothermal Amplification is used (RT-LAMP).
However, it does not require complex machinery or expertise. It can be done
quickly and more accurately.

Biological E Will Produce the Johnson and Johnson COVID Vaccine
Biological E will produce Johnson and Johnson COVID-19 vaccines along with its
own vaccine. This is to increase the country's total vaccine production. The US
Food and Drug Administration and the World Health Organization have also
approved it. Johnson and Johnson has applied for approval to perform clinical trials
in India.
Highlights:
India's Biological E will deliver 600 million Johnson and Johnson Vaccine doses
per year.
It will manufacture both the Johnson and Johnson vaccine and its own vaccine.
The vaccine manufacturing units, on the other hand, would be different. In
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addition, the United States will finance the manufacture of Johnson and Johnson
vaccines.
In Hyderabad, Biological E plans to manufacture 75 million to 80 million doses of
its own vaccine.
Baylor College of Medicine in Houston developed the drug.

Mylab Coviself Self Covid Test
This is India's first Covid-19 self-check kit recently approved by ICMR. This
means that anyone can collect their own nose samples and test them for SARSCoV-2.
Highlights:
This self-test kit was approved for the first time in the United States in November
last year. Similar kits have also been approved in Europe and South Korea.
It was developed by MyLab Discovery Solutions, a molecular company
headquartered in Pune.
It uses a rapid antigen test in which the virus in a nasal swab sample is tested and
the result is given within 15 minutes. It takes almost two minutes to take the exam.
This easy-to-use test is combined with MyLab's AI-driven mobile application, so
users can understand their own positive state, directly submit the results to ICMR
for traceability, and know what to do next in any result.
Many states are experiencing a 2nd wave of infections, putting pressure on
diagnostic laboratories. The RT-PCR test is regarded as the gold standard for
Covid-19 testing, and it takes 3-4 days to get results, which delays hospitalization
and treatment.
Self-test kits can probably be a game-changer in Covid-19 management in India.
These can reduce queues in laboratories, limit costs, dissipate the burden on present
manpower for pattern series from homes, and provide quick effects (within 15
minutes), main to immediate therapy and isolation.
This testing package value Rs 250, whilst RT-PCR test prices between Rs four
hundred to Rs 1,500 and a speedy antigen test in laboratory expenses Rs 300-900 in
distinctive states.

Audio-Visual Guide App Launched by National Gallery of Modern Art
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On the event of International Museums Day 2021, the National Gallery of Modern
Art (NGMA) has launched the Audio-Visual Guide App.
Highlights:
The app will allow museum viewers to listen to anecdotes and tales associated to
the Indian present-day art exhibited at the Gallery. It has been launched to grant a
better way of viewing the museum to visitors. International Museums Day is found
each and every year on 18 May.
National Gallery of Modern Art: It used to be centered in 1954. It is the premier
artwork gallery below the Ministry of Culture. It has a series of artwork of extra
than 2000 artists.

Airborne Transmission of SARS-COV-2 Virus
According to a recent government warning, the SARS-CoV-2 virus can be spread
through the air in the form of aerosols and infect people up to 10 metres away. The
office of the Principal Scientific Advisor released a general advisory on Covid-19.
Highlights:
The alert is in line with new research suggesting that virus transmission by air,
especially in enclosed spaces, cannot be ruled out.
Initially, it was thought that the virus spreads primarily by large droplets that are
expelled when a person speaks, sneezes, or coughs.
Due to their large size, these droplets can only travel a short distance before falling
to the ground.
An individual 6 feet (2 metres) away was thought to be immune to infection.
However, in the past few months, scientists have found more and more evidence
that the virus is also spread through aerosols.

White Fungus in Bihar
In Patna, Bihar, four cases of white fungus' or candidiasis' have been discovered.
Highlights:
This infection may be caused by a lack of immunity or by coming into contact with
items that contain these moulds, such as water.
White fungus patients have Covid-like symptoms but test negative for the
infection, which can be diagnosed with a CT scan or X-ray.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 17 - May 23, 2021)

The exact cause has yet to be determined.
The white fungus affects not only the lungs, but also the "nails, stomach, skin,
kidneys, brain, private parts, and mouth.

China-Russia to Begin the Biggest Nuclear Power Project
On May 19, 2021, China and Russia started their largest Nuclear Power Projects.
Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping attended the
ceremony to start the construction of the project on May 19, 2021.
Highlights:
In 2018, Russia and China signed a Nuclear Energy Cooperation Project
Agreement.
The countries agreed to build Units 3 and 4 of the Xudapu Nuclear Power Plant, as
well as Units 7 and 8 of the Tianwan Nuclear Power Plant, as part of the agreement.
The construction of the above four units is a significant result of the countries'
collaboration in science and technology innovation and high-end equipment
manufacturing.
The project's contract value is twenty billion dollars.
The project's nuclear reactors will be third-generation VVER-1200 reactors.
The reactors will produce 37.6 billion kilowatt hours of electricity once they are
finished.
They will also reduce the use of fossil fuels and reduce CO2 emissions by 30.68
million tonnes.
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ENVIRONMENT
Elephant Casualties On Railway Lines
According to data from the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change
(MoEFCC), between 2009-10 and 2020-21, a total of 186 elephants across India
were killed by trains.
The state with the most elephant deaths on railway lines was Assam (62), followed
by West Bengal (57), and Odisha (48). (27). There was only one death in Uttar
Pradesh.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Railways (Railway Board) and the MoEFCC formed a Permanent
Coordination Committee to reduce elephant deaths in train accidents.
Clearing foliage off railway tracks to allow loco pilots a clean view.
Creating an underpass/overpass for elephants to safely pass through.
Train speed control in vulnerable portions from sunset to morning.
Regular patrolling of railway routes that are particularly vulnerable.
Between 2011-12 and 2020-21, the MoEFCC distributed 212.49 crore to elephant
range States under Project Elephant's Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) to
safeguard elephants, their habitat, and corridors, as well as to resolve man-elephant
conflicts and the welfare of captive elephants.

Species in News - Red-Eared Slider
A popular pet turtle from the United States is threatening to take over natural water
bodies in Northeast India.
Northeast India is home to 21 of India's 29 vulnerable freshwater turtle and tortoise
species.
Highlights:
A team of herpetologists from the NGO Help Earth' discovered red-eared sliders in
the Deepor Beel Wildlife Sanctuary and the Ugratara temple pond in Guwahati,
Assam, between August 2018 and June 2019.
The red-eared slider (Trachemys scripta elegans) gets its name from the red stripes
around the region of its body where its ears would be, as well as its ability to easily
glide from any surface into the water.
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This turtle is native to the United States and northern Mexico, and it is a very
popular pet.
They grow very fast and there is almost nothing for native species to eat.
It has affected states such as Karnataka and Gujarat, and it has been found in 33
natural waters.
It's critical to keep this invasive species from taking over the Brahmaputra and
other river ecosystems in the Northeast, because the region is home to more than 72
percent of the country's turtle and tortoise species, all of which are extremely rare.

Subdoluseps nilgiriensis is Discovered in Coimbatore
Subdoluseps nilgiriensis is a new species of an Asian gracile skink that has been
discovered at Anaikatti hills, Coimbatore.
Highlights:
This species is only the third skink species discovered from the Indian continent in
the past thousand years. The body of the reptile is slender, only about 7 cm, and the
color is sandy brown. The inconspicuous limbs of stone dragons make them look
like snakes. Most stone dragons are diurnal and non-toxic. As we all know, skink
feeds on insects such as termites and small spiders. It is currently classified as a
vulnerable species.

Common Crane in Ireland
A common crane was recently discovered in Ireland. It had disappeared from
Ireland more than three centuries ago. The bird is associated with the country's
folklore and was formerly a popular pet in mediaeval times.
Highlights:
Last year, a couple of cranes were discovered on a restored peat bog.
Peat bogs are a form of wetland that is mainly found in nations with northern
latitudes.
The birds are in the Midlands region of Ireland, but their specific location is being
kept a secret to protect them.
Cranes are the largest birds in Ireland, standing 4 feet tall with a wingspan of over
7 feet.
They were previously numerous, but habitat damage caused them to become
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extinct in the 16th and 17th centuries.

Death of 18 Elephants Due to Lightning
In Assam, 18 elephants died on a hilltop. According to the preliminary post-mortem
investigation, they were struck by lightning.
Highlights:
The Indian elephant: One of the three existing recognized subspecies of the Asian
elephant, native to the Asian continent
IUCN Red List: Endangered
Since the 1930s, wild populations have been reduced by at least 50%
Threatened by habitat loss, degradation, and fragmentation.
It is listed in Schedule 1 of the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972.

Sunflower Sea Star Breeding to Increase Kelp Forest
American scientists are cultivating sunflower starfish off the coast of Washington
state. Between 2013 and 2017, ocean warming killed 5.75 billion sunflower
starfish. Approximately 91% of the world's sunflower starfish are found between
the seas of Mexico and Alaska.
Highlights:
Scientists believe that the revival of sunflower starfish will help revitalize the kelp
forest.
Sunflower starfish were once found on the seabed of the Northeast Pacific Ocean.
They mainly feed on purple sea urchins.
The sunflower starfish is extinct in California and almost extinct in other parts of
the ocean. As a result, the number of purple sea urchins has increased. Purple sea
urchins mainly feed on seaweed.
As the population increased, they began to eat more and more seaweed. For other
marine species that rely on seaweed, such as abalone, this is catastrophic.
Since 2014, the most important thing is that the kelp forest coverage has dropped
by more than 95%. The endangered ecosystem of only one species has had such a
huge impact. It just wiped out the ecosystem.
Therefore, a plan to refill sunflower starfish has been adopted. This plan is called
the "Jurassic Planning Act."
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About Sunflower Starfish: IUCN Red List of Threatened Species lists sunflower
starfish as critically endangered. This is one of the largest starfish in the world.
They have twenty-four limbs.
Kelp Forest: Kelp forests are located under waters with a high density of kelp. It
covers most of the world's coastline. In addition, they are considered to be the most
productive and dynamic ecosystems on the planet.

More Than 70% Of Habitat Unexplored - WWF on Snow Leopard
The World Wildlife Fund claims that more than 70% of the snow leopard's habitat
is undeveloped. The organization recently released its report "Spatially Reviewing
the State of Knowledge in the Snow Leopard Range".
Highlights:
Most snow leopard research was conducted by Nepal, India and China, followed
by Mongolia and Pakistan. There may be only four thousand snow leopards left in
the world. They face constant threats due to increased habitat loss and degradation,
conflicts with communities and poaching.
Because snow leopards live in rugged terrain, it is difficult to study snow leopards
and their habitats. This is why until now, their entire habitat is still undeveloped.
On International Snow Leopard Day (October 24), India launched a snow leopard
population assessment in 2019. However, the investigation has not yet started.
Some state governments have initiated local investigations, such as Uttarakhand.
GSLEP: GSLEP is a global snow leopard and ecosystem protection plan. It was
initiated by twelve countries in the Snow Leopard Mountains, such as India, Nepal,
China, Bhutan, Mongolia, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Afghanistan and Russia.
Himalayas Security Department: This is a project funded by the Global
Environment Facility and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).
In India, snow leopards have been found in Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim,
Uttarakhand, Himalayas, Jammu and Kashmir. These areas account for 5% of the
global snow leopard range.

Antarctica Heads towards Climate Tipping Point
According to a new report, Antarctica's ice sheets will reach Climate Tipping Points

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 17 - May 23, 2021)

by 2060.
Highlights:
Antarctica has a number of ice shelves. The towering ice cliffs might not be able to
stand on their own when these ice shelves break up.
These ice shelves are breaking at a faster pace, according to the report.
Antarctica's ice sheets and shelves are supported by bedrock that slopes inwards
toward the continent's centre.
Warming ocean waters are causing their lower edges to melt. This will cause them
to become unstable, resulting in open fractures.
As more ice fields are exposed to warmer temperatures as a result of open cracks,
the melting process accelerates.
Therefore, it can be concluded that Antarctica is moving in the direction of
irreversible climate change, that is, it is moving in the direction of its Climate
Tipping Point.
The Climatic Tipping Point is the threshold that causes a large change in the state
of the system.

Glimpse of Amorphophallus titanium - Corpse flower
Over a thousand human beings queued up outdoor an abandoned fuel station in San
Francisco's Bay Area to capture a glimpse of the corpse flower'.
Highlights:
Known for its putrid smell, which is often compared to that of rotting flesh.
This ultra-rare plant is regarded to bloom solely as soon as each seven to ten years.
The flower is additionally regarded to be one of the largest in the world.
While the plant is native to Indonesia, its saplings have been cultivated in zoos,
botanical gardens and greenhouses round the world over the years.
It can develop to be up to 10 feet tall and recognized to be one of the world's
greatest unbranched inflorescence' or a stalk bearing a cluster of flowers.
It emits a heady odour in order to entice pollinating insects in the wild such as
scavenging flies and beetles.
It used to be listed as an endangered plant in 2018 by means of the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

A-76 Has Become the World's Largest Iceberg Floating In The World
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A block of ice larger than the Spanish island of Mallorca has cut into the Weddell
Sea from the frozen edge of Antarctica. Now, it has become the largest iceberg in
the world.
Highlights:
Scientists have given the iceberg the name A-76.
The A-76 broke away from the Ronne Ice Shelf in Antarctica.
This was discovered in the latest satellite images captured by the Copernicus
Sentinel-1 mission.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank Gets International Invincible Gold Medal
This year's International Invincible Gold Medal was awarded to Dr. Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank, Minister of Education of the Union. His books, society and
outstanding public life are recognized for his extraordinary dedication and
outstanding contributions to mankind.
The decision was made after due consideration by a high-level committee formed
under the leadership of Dr. Tony Nader, the global leader of the Maharshi
organization. The honor will be awarded by the global Maharishi organization and
its universities.

Sports Awards 2021 Ministry of Youth Affairs
The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports is seeking nominations for the 2021
Sports Awards.
About Sports Awards:
Every year, the government presents Sports Awards to recognise Indian athletes'
achievements in sports.
The following are the awards:
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award: for a sportsperson's spectacular and most
outstanding success over a four-year span in the field of sports.
Arjuna Award: for four years of consistently exceptional success.
Dronacharya Award: given to coaches who have produced medal winners at major
international sporting events.
Dhyan Chand Award: for contributions to sports development over a lifetime.
Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puraskar: granted to corporations and individuals who
have made a significant contribution to the promotion and advancement of sports.
The Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy is awarded to a university for
overall excellence in inter-university competition.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 17 - May 23, 2021)

SPORTS
Rafael Nadal Wins Italian Open
Rafael Nadal won the 2021 Italian Open. This is his tenth Rome Masters
championship. On May 16, 2021, the Italian Open was held in Rome.The final was
held between Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic. It is also called the Rome
Masters.
Highlights:
About Rafael Nadal:
Rafael Nadal is a tennis player from Spain. By the Association of Tennis
Professionals, he is ranked third in the world.
To date, he has won twenty Grand Slams, including thirteen French Open titles. In
clay courts, he has a perfect winning record.
About Novak Djokovic:
Novak Djokovic is a tennis player from Serbia. By the Association of Tennis
Professionals, he is ranked first in the world.He has eighteen Grand Slam titles
under his belt.
He is the only player on the ATP tour to have won all of the "Big Titles." A trophy
awarded during the Nitto ATP Finals, Grand Slam Championships, ATP Masters
1000 tournaments, or Olympics Singles gold medals is known as the Big Title.
About Italian Open:
It was formerly known as the International Championship of Italy. It is a tennis
tournament hosted in the Italian city of Rome.
It's a clay tennis competition. Tennis court surfaces can be divided into four
categories. Clay courts, carpet courts, hard courts, and grass courts are the four
types.
The tournament is part of the ATP Tours Masters 100 event.
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ARTS & CULTURE
Climate Change is Causing the Oldest Rock Paintings to Deteriorate
Scientists have cautioned that environmental pollution is destroying one of the
world's oldest and most valuable cultural treasures.
Highlights:
Pleistocene-era rock paintings, which date from 45,000 to 20,000 years ago, are
deteriorating rapidly.
Location: A cave site in the Maros-Pangkep area in southern Sulawesi Province,
Indonesia.
The artwork includes what is considered to be the oldest handmade template in the
world, by pressing your hand on the cave wall and spraying wet red mulberry
pigment on it.
The world's oldest representation of an animal, a warty pig drawn on the wall
45,500 years ago, can be found in a nearby cave.
Sulawesi's cave art is much older than Europe's prehistoric cave art.

The New Sites Has Been Added to The Tentative List of UNESCO World
Heritage Sites In India
Six sites have been added to the tentative list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites in
India.
Highlights:
The sites was submitted by the of Archaeological Survey of India.
Six of the nine sites have been included in the tentative list by UNESCO.
It must be added to the tentative list before any sites are finally nominated.
The sites are:
1. Maharashtra's Maratha military architecture
2. Hire a megalithic site in Bengal, Karnataka
3. Bhedaghat-Lametaghat in Madhya Pradesh's Narmada Valley.
4. Varanasi's Ganga Ghats
5. Kancheepuram Temples
6. Madhya Pradesh's Satpura Tiger Reserve.
These recommendations will remain on the tentative list for a year, after which the
government will choose which one to include in their final UNESCO dossier.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Telecommunication Day is on 17th May
World Telecommunications & Information Society Day is celebrated world wide
on May 17 annually. This day is the anniversary of the signing of the first
"International Telegraph Convention" and the founding of the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU).
Highlights:
Since 1969, World Telecommunications and Information Society Day has been
celebrated every year. This day is celebrated to commemorate the establishment of
the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) on May 7, 1865. On this day, the
1st international telegraph convention was signed in Paris.
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is the United Nations (UN)
information and communication technology specialized agency. It was established
in 1865 to promote international connectivity in communication networks. They
allocate global radio spectrum and satellite orbits, formulate technical standards to
ensure the seamless interconnection of networks and technologies, and strive to
improve the global community's access to low-level services. ICT access. The
headquarters is in Geneva, Switzerland and ITU is also the oldest of all the UN
Specialized Agencies.
Theme: Accelerating digital transformation in challenging times

World Hypertension Day is on 17th May
Every year, May 17th is World Hypertension Day (WHD). During the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, it is very important to check your health. Don't ignore high
blood pressure or headaches. High blood pressure can cause a serious health crisis.
It is necessary to raise awareness of hypertension, its etiology and prevention
Highlights:
Every year on May 17, the World Hypertension League (WHL) will hold a
celebration to spread people's awareness of hypertension and its prevention,
detection and control. The main risk factor for cardiovascular disease is
hypertension. WHD was first launched in May 2005. Fundamentally, it is a
hypertensive disease that can cause various health problems, such as heart disease
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and stroke. In hypertension, the force on the arteries is high, and there are usually
no signs or symptoms. This day encourages people of all countries to prevent and
control. Hypertension is called as the silent killer, a modern epidemic.
Theme of the year is Measure Your Blood Pressure Accurately, Control It, Live
Longer

UN Road Safety Week is on 17th May
The 6th United Nations (UN) Global Road Safety Week is being held from 17 May
to 23 May 2021. The theme of the Road Safety week is speed, focusing on Streets
for Life.
Highlights:
The full theme of the United Nations is "Life Street #Love30". Low-speed streets
will save lives & are the heart of the community. The limit of 30 km/h is that the
mixture of people and traffic constitutes healthy, green and livable streets, in other
words, the streets of life.
Driving is unpredictable. If an unexpected situation occurs on the road ahead (such
as a child getting off between parked cars), the speed of the driver will determine
whether they can park in time, and if they cannot park, how hard they will try to
stop. Will hit.
However, new vehicles are more powerful than ever and can reach high speeds
quickly. Movies, TV shows and advertisements often attract and encourage fast
driving. All of us live a busy life. In order to save time, we have a temptation to
speed up, and in fact we may pay for it.

National Dengue Day is on 16th May
In India, May 16th is National Dengue Fever Day every year. The day is an
initiative of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare to raise awareness of
dengue fever and its preventive measures before the spreading season begins, and
to prepare for the control of vector-borne diseases.
About Dengue:
Dengue fever is spread through the bite of a female mosquito (Aedes aegypti).
Dengue is a mosquito-borne disease caused by four different serotypes of dengue
virus: DEN-1, DEN-2, DEN-3 and DEN-4. Dengue fever, transmitted by Aedes

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 17 - May 23, 2021)

albopictus mosquitoes, can cause flu-like illnesses, such as severe muscle pain and
nausea, and can lead to death if not treated properly.

World AIDS Vaccine Day is on 18th May
Every year, May 18th is World AIDS Vaccine Day, also known as HIV (Human
Immunodeficiency Virus) Vaccine Awareness Day. Commemorate this day to
commemorate the thousands of volunteers, health professionals, community leaders
and scientists who jointly developed the AIDS (Acquired Immunity Deficiency
Syndrome) vaccine.
Highlights:
The concept of the AIDS vaccine originated from the then US President Bill
Clinton's speech at Morgan State University on May 18, 1997.
Currently, there is no licensed AIDS vaccine on the market. However, there are
medical methods. It is recommended to use high-efficiency antiretroviral therapy
(HAART) to control HIV infection. However, HAART must be used for life.
The HIV virus mainly attacks the body's immune system. World AIDS Day is
celebrated on 1st December 1 annually. HIV Vaccine Trial Network: a non-profit
organization that connects doctors and scientists to conduct clinical trials of HIV
vaccines. South Africa AIDS Vaccine Initiative: established by the South African
government.
As of 2017, the total number of HIV patients in India was 2.14 million. However,
the number of HIV cases in India has been declining. Between 1995 and 2017, the
number of HIV cases in India fell by 85%.
Theme: Global Solidarity.

International Museum Day is on 18th May
International Museum Day is celebrated on May 18 each year to raise people's
awareness of the following facts: Museums are an important means of cultural
exchange, enriching the culture and developing mutual understanding, cooperation
and peace among peoples of all countries.
Highlights:
International Museum Day (IMD) was created in 1977 by the International Council
of Museums (ICOM). ICOM is the main and only organization of museums and
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museum professionals with global influence, dedicated to the promotion and
protection of natural and cultural heritage, both tangible and intangible, now and in
the future. It was founded in 1946 and is headquartered in Paris, France.
Theme: The Future of Museums: Recover and Reimagine

International Day of Light is on 16th May
Every year, UNESCO and several other international organizations celebrate the
International Day of Light on May 16. This day celebrates the role of light in
science, art, culture, education and sustainable development.
Highlights:
The International Day of Light was celebrated on May 16, because the physicist
Theodore Maiman performed the first successful laser operation on May 16, 1960.
Photonic technology has a major impact on the world economy. This includes a
market of 600 billion euros. Between 2005 and 2011, the growth of photonics
doubled.
Radio waves and gamma rays provide insights into the origin of the universe.
Moreover, research such as nanophotonics and quantum optics has stimulated new
fundamental discoveries.
The industry with photonics is the main driving force of the economy. From
providing better visual effects to the functions of smartphones, photonics plays an
important role. On the one hand, lighting technology is growing at a faster rate.

May 16th is the International Day of Living Together in Peace
Every year, the United Nations and various other organisations around the world
commemorate the International Day of Living Together in Peace.
About International Day of Living Together in Peace:
The day is commemorated in order to promote worldwide cooperation and respect
for human rights and freedom for all people, regardless of race, gender, religion, or
language.
The International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for Children was
declared by the United Nations from 2001 to 2010.
The International Day of Living Together in Peace was created to protect future
generations from the effects of war.
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The United Nations declared the year 2000 as the International Year of Peace
Culture in 1997.
The United Nations passed a resolution titled "Declaration and Programme of
Action on a Culture of Peace" in 1999. It acts as a universal call to foster a culture
of nonviolence and peace.

International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia 17th May
The International Day towards Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia,
IDAHOTB is observed on May 17 every year. The day is marked to enlarge
awareness about LGBT rights violations. Also, it goals to stimulate interest in
LGBT rights work worldwide.
Highlights:
Homophobia: It is disliked towards gay people
Transphobia: It is the dislike in opposition to the transgender people
Biphobia: It is the dislike in opposition to the bisexual people
IDAHOTB: It was in the beginning known as the International Day in opposition
to Homophobia. It used to be first located in 2005.
Louis-Georges Tin is the founder of International Day towards Homophobia,
Transphobia and Biphobia.
The Declaration of Montreal was adopted in 2006. It demanded the United Nations
realise IDAHOTB.
It used to be on May 17, 1990, homosexuality was once removed from the
International Classification of Diseases of the World Health Organisation.
International Classification of Diseases is a classification of the fitness care system.
It provides diagnostic codes to classify disease. This includes symptoms, signs,
unusual findings, exterior causes.
The day objectives to enlarge focus against discrimination, violence and repression
of LGBT communities worldwide.
Taiwan was the first country in Asia to legally realize same-sex marriage.
IDAHOTB has been regarded in very few countries such as Spain, European Union
Parliament, Portugal, Belgium, Mexico, UK, Netherlands, Venezuela, Luxembourg,
Croatia, Costa Rica.
Around sixty-nine nations criminalise bisexual individuals, gays, lesbians. In extra
than twenty-six countries, transgender persons are subjected to punishments. Also,
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they are at threat of violence.

World Bee Day is on 20th May
The United Nations has designated May 20 as "World Bee Day." Theme of the year
2020 is Bee engaged: Build Back Better for Bees.
Highlights:
Bee day is celebrated to create awareness of the importance of pollinators and the
threats they face and their contribution to sustainable development. The main aim is
to strengthen measures aimed at protecting bees and other pollinators, which will
greatly help solve problems related to global food supply and eliminate hunger in
developing countries.

National Anti-Terrorism Day is on 21st May
Every year on May 21st, India celebrates "National Anti-Terrorism Day." The
anniversary is the anniversary of the death of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.
Highlights:
Rajiv Gandhi is the 6th prime minister of the country India. He served as prime
minister of the country from 1984 to 1989. In May 1991, he was assassinated in
Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu.
The purpose of National Anti-Terrorism Day is to raise people's awareness of
terrorism and its impact on human society. This day also spread the message of
peace and mankind.
Rajiv Gandhi's mother, the former prime minister of India, Indira Gandhi, became
prime minister after being assassinated.
Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated while running for a Lok Shaba candidate for the
Assassin Sriperumbudur. He was killed in a bomb explosion. The Supreme Court
confirmed that Mr. Gandhi was killed by the LTTE organization. India will send
Indian peacekeeping forces to Sri Lanka to curb the activities of the LTTE.

International Tea Day is on 21st May
The first International Tea Day was designated by the United Nations General
Assembly in December 2019 on May 21, 2020.
Highlights:
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The United Nations General Assembly called on the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO is an agency of the United Nations) to take the lead for
observing this day.
The reason for choosing May 21 is that the tea production season in most tea
producing countries starts in May.
Tea is a beverage made from the camellia plant. Tea is recognized as the most
consumed beverage in the world after water.
Origin: It is believed that tea originated in northeastern India, northern Myanmar
and southwest China, but the exact location of the plant's initial growth is unclear.
There is evidence that China has consumed tea 5,000 years ago.
FAO has designated 4 tea plantations in China, South Korea and Japan as
important global agricultural heritage systems.
- China - Pu'er Traditional Tea Agrosystem
- China - Fuzhou Jasmine and Tea Culture System
- Japan - Traditional Tea-grass Integrated System
- Korea - Traditional Hadong Tea Agrosystem, Hwagae-myeon

World Cultural Diversity Day for Dialogue & Development is Designated on
21st May
The World Cultural Diversity Day for Dialogue and Development is held each and
every year on the day of 21st May.
Highlights:
The purpose of the cultural diversity day is to deepen the understanding of the
value of cultural diversity & promote the four goals of the UNESCO Convention on
the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions:
Achieving a balanced flow of cultural products & services, and increase the
mobility of artists and also cultural professionals
Incorporating culture into the sustainable development framework
Promote human rights and fundamental freedoms
A sustainable governance system that supports culture
In 2001, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) adopted the "World Declaration of Cultural Diversity" due to the
destruction of Bamiyan's Buddha statue in Afghanistan in 2001.
In December 2002, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) Resolution
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57/249 proclaimed May 21 as the "World Cultural Diversity Day for Dialogue and
Development"

World Metrology Day is on 20th May
Every year on May 20th, World Metrology Day is held all over the world.
Highlights:
On this day, many countries have carried out international cooperation to raise
people's awareness of metrology and its progress in their respective fields. The
theme of World Metrology Day in 2021 is health metrology. The purpose of
choosing this topic is to make people realize the important role of measurement in
health and thus play an important role in the well-being of each of us. World
Metrology Day is an annual celebration of the signing of the Metrology Convention
on May 20, 1875 by representatives of 17 countries/regions in Paris, France. The
World Metrology Day project is jointly implemented by the International
Organization for Legal Metrology (OIML) and the International Bureau and the
Bureau of Physical Measurement (BIPM).

International Day for Biological Diversity is on 22 May
The United Nations celebrates International Biodiversity Day on May 22 every year
to raise people's awareness of the substantial reduction in biodiversity caused by
certain human activities.
Highlights:
Biodiversity includes a variety of plants, animals, and microorganisms, including
genetic differences within each species, such as genetic differences between crop
varieties and livestock varieties.
The theme of the year 2021 is "We are part of the solution". The choice of this
slogan is a continuation of the overall momentum of last year's theme "Our
solutions in nature", which reminds people that biodiversity is still the answer to
several sustainable development challenges.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
Ministry of Tribal Affairs and Microsoft Signed MoU
The memorandum of understanding was signed by the Ministry of Education and
Microsoft to digitally transform tribal schools, especially Eklavya Model
Residential School (EMRS) and Ashram School.
Highlights:
Microsoft will make AI curriculum accessible to tribal students in both English and
Hindi at all EMRS schools under the Ministry as part of an affirmative action
programme to train educators and students in next-generation technologies such as
Artificial Intelligence.
The aim of the programme is to bridge the gap between tribal students and other
students in this area.
Teachers in Indian states will receive phased training to use productivity
technologies such as Office 365 and AI applications in their teaching, helping them
to provide students with a deliver blended or remote learning experiences in a more
personalized, efficient and safe manner.
Students will be mentored on projects involving AI for social benefit and the
United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Students will also be educated and exposed to gamified Minecraft environments to
aid in the development of design thinking skills.
Microsoft will collaborate with Ministry-affiliated schools to accelerate digital
transformation.
The school will be provided with the technology, training and tools needed to
transform it into a Microsoft Showcase school.
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INDEX / LIST
WPI of April 2021 - Wholesale Price Index
The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade lately released
Wholesale Price in India for the month of April 2021. The WPI for the month of
April 2021 stood at 128.1. The base year in calculating WPI is constant as 2011-12.
Highlights:
The annual fee of inflation for the month of April 2021 was once 10.49%
The inflation fee is excessive in the month commonly because of charge rise in
crude petroleum which in turn extended the fees of petrol and diesel in the country.
Also, the price rise is due to expand in cost of manufactured foods.
There are three principal agencies of commodities that are used in calculating the
fee of inflation. They are primary articles, manufactured products and gas and
power.
Primary Articles:
The weight of major articles in WPI is 22.62%.
The index of this crew increased via 3.83%.
The costs of minerals elevated by means of 6.6%
The prices of Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas elevated through 4.8%
The expenses of meals articles elevated through 3.84%
The price of non-food articles extended by 2.65%
The above will increase are in evaluation with the month of March.
Fuel and Power:
The weight of gasoline and electricity is 13.15%
The index of this group lowered through 1%
The expenses of coals reduced by way of 0.32%
The prices of Mineral oil diminished through 0.29%
The fees of electrical energy diminished via 4.96%
Manufactured products:
The weight of manufactured items is 64.23%
The index of this crew extended through 1.65%.
The expand in this class used to be in most cases contributed with the aid of food
products, fundamental metals, chemicals, textiles, plastic and rubber products.
WPI Food Index: The WPI Food index consists of meals merchandise from
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manufactured products team and meals articles from major articles group. The WPI
Food Index elevated from 153.4 in March 2021 to 158.9 in April 2021. The expand
rate in April is 7.58% and that of March is 5.28%
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When was World Telecommunication Day observed?
A.May 17
B.March 17
C.April 17
D.May 15

Answer A
Explanation World Telecommunications & Information Society Day is celebrated world wide on
May 17 annually. This day is the anniversary of the signing of the first "International Telegraph
Convention" and the founding of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU).

2) When was World Hypertension Day observed?
A.May 17
B.March 17
C.April 17
D.May 15

Answer A
Explanation Every year, May 17th is World Hypertension Day (WHD). During the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, it is very important to check your health. Don't ignore high blood pressure
or headaches. High blood pressure can cause a serious health crisis.

3) When was UN Road Safety Week observed?
A.May 17 - May 23
B.May 16 - May 22
C.April 17 - April 13
D.May 15 - May 21

Answer A
Explanation The 6th United Nations (UN) Global Road Safety Week is being held from 17 May
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to 23 May 2021. The theme of the Road Safety week is speed, focusing on Streets for Life.

4) When was National Dengue Day observed?
A.May 17
B.May 16
C.April 17
D.May 15

Answer B
Explanation In India, May 16th is National Dengue Fever Day every year. The day is an
initiative of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare to raise awareness of dengue fever and its
preventive measures before the spreading season begins, and to prepare for the control of vectorborne diseases.

5) Mission Hausla wass launched by ____________.
A.Delhi Police
B.Uttarkhand Police
C.Tamilnadu Police
D.Mizoram Police

Answer B
Explanation The Uttarakhand Police Department has launched a campaign called "Mission
Hausla" to help people obtain oxygen, beds, ventilators and plasma for Covid-19 patients. In
addition, the police will also help the public obtain medicines for Covid-19 management as part
of the mission and rations.

6) Which of the following will be the 1st country in the world to ban all
synthetic cannabinoid substances?
A.China
B.USA
C.Japan
D.UK

Answer A
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Explanation China will be the 1st country in the world to ban all synthetic cannabinoid
substances. The ban may take effect on July 1. The move came as China tried to curb the
production and trafficking of the drug.

7) When was International Telecommunication Union established?
A.1980
B.1985
C.1972
D.1970

Answer B
Explanation International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is the United Nations (UN)
information and communication technology specialized agency. It was established in 1865 to
promote international connectivity in communication networks.

8) When was first World Hypertension Day celebrated?
A.2001
B.2003
C.2005
D.2007

Answer C
Explanation Every year on May 17, the World Hypertension League (WHL) will hold a
celebration to spread peoples awareness of hypertension and its prevention, detection and control.
The main risk factor for cardiovascular disease is hypertension. WHD was first launched in May
2005.

9) The ____________ United Nations (UN) Global Road Safety Week is being
held from 17 May to 23 May 2021.
A.2nd
B.6th
C.4th
D.5th
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Answer A
Explanation The 6th United Nations (UN) Global Road Safety Week is being held from 17 May
to 23 May 2021. The theme of the Road Safety week is speed, focusing on Streets for Life. The
full theme of the United Nations is "Life Street #Love30".

10) Dengue is a _____________-borne disease.
A.mosquito
B.Water
C.Air
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Dengue fever is spread through the bite of a female mosquito (Aedes aegypti).
Dengue is a mosquito-borne disease caused by four different serotypes of dengue virus: DEN-1,
DEN-2, DEN-3 and DEN-4.

11) Mission Hausla is to help covid patients to obtain ___________.
A.oxygen
B.ventilators
C.Beds
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The Uttarakhand Police Department has launched a campaign called "Mission
Hausla" to help people obtain oxygen, beds, ventilators and plasma for Covid-19 patients. In
addition, the police will also help the public obtain medicines for Covid-19 management as part
of the mission and rations.

12) Which of the following State has the most elephant deaths on railway
lines?
A.Assam
B.West Bengal
C.Odisha
D.Uttar Pradesh
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Answer A
Explanation According to data from the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change
(MoEFCC), between 2009-10 and 2020-21, a total of 186 elephants across India were killed by
trains.The state with the most elephant deaths on railway lines was Assam (62), followed by West
Bengal (57), and Odisha (48). There was only one death in Uttar Pradesh.

13) In Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme by RBI, the bond has a maturity of
____________ years.
A.Eight
B.Six
C.Seven
D.Five

Answer A
Explanation Bonds will be sold only to individual residents, Hindu indivisible families, trusts,
universities and charities.The bond has a maturity of 8 years. After the fifth year, you can opt out
and exercise the right on the next interest payment date.

14) What is the IUCN Status of Indian Elephant?
A.Vulnerable
B.Extinct
C.Endangered
D.Critically Endangered

Answer C
Explanation Indian elephants are considered an endangered species. These elephants once
roamed across most of Asia, but their range has been reduced to about five percent of its original
area and is highly fragmented.

15) What is the IUCN Status of Red Eared slider turtle?
A.Least Concern
B.Endangered
C.Critically Endangered
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D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation The pond slider is a species of common, medium-sized, semiaquatic turtle. Three
subspecies are described, the most recognizable of which is the red-eared slider, which is popular
in the pet trade and has been introduced to other parts of the world by people releasing it to the
wild. Lifespan: 30 years (In the wild)Mass: 240 g (Adult) Encyclopedia of LifeConservation
status: Least Concern (Population stable)

16) When was National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
established?
A.1985
B.1982
C.1932
D.1965

Answer B
Explanation National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development is an apex regulatory body
for overall regulation and licensing of regional rural banks and apex cooperative banks in India. It
is under the jurisdiction of Ministry of Finance, Government of India.Founded: 12 July
1982Headquarters: Mumbai

17) When was Sikkim Statehood Day observed?
A.May 19
B.May 16
C.May 17
D.May 18

Answer C
Explanation On May 16, 1975, Sikkim became a part of the Indian Union. Since then, the 16th
of May has been designated as Sikkim Statehood Day.

18) Rafael Nadal is a tennis player from _____________.
A.Spain
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B.London
C.New York
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation Rafael Nadal is a tennis player from Spain. By the Association of Tennis
Professionals, he is ranked third in the world.To date, he has won twenty Grand Slams, including
thirteen French Open titles. In clay courts, he has a perfect winning record.

19) Where is the headquarters of International Telecommunication Union?
A.Geneva
B.New York
C.London
D.Paris

Answer A
Explanation The headquarters is in Geneva, Switzerland and ITU is also the oldest of all the UN
Specialized Agencies.Theme: Accelerating digital transformation in challenging times

20) The Indo-Sikkimese Treaty was concluded in ______________.
A.1950
B.1960
C.1975
D.1986

Answer A
Explanation The Indo-Sikkimese Treaty was concluded in 1950. Sikkim became an Indian
protectorate as a result of this. Until 1975, Sikkim was controlled by the Namgyal dynasty.Sikkim
has become the first state in the country to go completely organic. In Sikkim, all farming
activities are now conducted without the use of pesticides or synthetic fertilisers.

21) When was World AIDS Vaccine Day observed?
A.May 18
B.May 15
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C.May 12
D.May 13

Answer A
Explanation Every year, May 18th is World AIDS Vaccine Day, also known as HIV (Human
Immunodeficiency Virus) Vaccine Awareness Day. Commemorate this day to commemorate the
thousands of volunteers, health professionals, community leaders and scientists who jointly
developed the AIDS (Acquired Immunity Deficiency Syndrome) vaccine.

22) When was International Museum Day observed?
A.May 18
B.May 15
C.May 12
D.May 13

Answer A
Explanation International Museum Day is celebrated on May 18 each year to raise peoples
awareness of the following facts: Museums are an important means of cultural exchange,
enriching the culture and developing mutual understanding, cooperation and peace among
peoples of all countries.

23) When was International Day of Light observed?
A.May 18
B.May 15
C.May 16
D.May 13

Answer A
Explanation Every year, UNESCO and several other international organizations celebrate the
International Day of Light on May 16. This day celebrates the role of light in science, art, culture,
education and sustainable development.

24) Subdoluseps nilgiriensis is ___________ in color.
A.Sandy Brown

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 17 - May 23, 2021)

B.Blackish brown
C.Brown
D.black

Answer A
Explanation This species is only the third skink species discovered from the Indian continent in
the past thousand years. The body of the reptile is slender, only about 7 cm, and the color is sandy
brown.

25) When was Air India founded?
A.July 1930
B.June 1930
C.May 1930
D.April 1930

Answer A
Explanation Air India is the flag carrier airline of India, headquartered at New Delhi. It is owned
by Air India Limited, a government-owned enterprise, and operates a fleet of Airbus and Boeing
aircraft serving 102 domestic and international destinations. Founded: July 1930Headquarters:
New Delhi

26) In 2021, Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank is a ____________ Minister.
A.Finance
B.Education
C.Health
D.Environment

Answer B
Explanation This year's International Invincible Gold Medal was awarded to Dr. Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank, Minister of Education of the Union. His books, society and outstanding
public life are recognized for his extraordinary dedication and outstanding contributions to
mankind.

27) China launched its first Mars mission, Tianwen-1, in _____________.
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A.July 2020
B.June 2020
C.May 2020
D.April 2020

Answer A
Explanation China launched its first Mars mission, Tianwen-1, in July 2020, carrying a lander
and rover.Since February, Tianwen-1 has been in orbit.A lander carrying the Zhurong rover
successfully landed on the surface of Mars recently.

28) Cranes are the largest birds in Ireland, standing _______________ feet tall
A.10
B.3
C.6
D.4

Answer D
Explanation Cranes are the largest birds in Ireland, standing 4 feet tall with a wingspan of over 7
feet. They were previously numerous, but habitat damage caused them to become extinct in the
16th and 17th centuries.

29) What is the IUCN Status of Indian Elephant?
A.Endangered
B.Critically Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation The Indian elephant:One of the three existing recognized subspecies of the Asian
elephant, native to the Asian continentIUCN Red List: EndangeredSince the 1930s, wild
populations have been reduced by at least 50%

30) Where is the headquarters of Petroleum & Explosives Safety
Organization?
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A.Maharashtra
B.Uttarakhand
C.West Bengal
D.Karnataka

Answer A
Explanation About Petroleum & Explosives Safety Organization (PESO):It is an organization
under the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) of the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry.Manage the use of explosives and petrol stations in India.Headquarters: Nagpur,
Maharashtra.

31) Andrea Meza was crowned Miss Universe 2020.She is from
______________.
A.India
B.Mexico
C.Spain
D.Peru

Answer B
Explanation Mexico's Andrea Meza was crowned Miss Universe 2020. The 69th Miss Universe
pageant was held in Florida, United States, on May 16, 2021. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it
was cancelled for the first time in 2020.

32) When was International Day of Living Together in Peace observed?
A.May 16
B.May 17
C.May 18
D.May 19

Answer A
Explanation May 16th is the International Day of Living Together in PeaceEvery year, the
United Nations and various other organisations around the world commemorate the International
Day of Living Together in Peace.

33) National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, officially launched in
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_____________.
A.2010
B.2012
C.2009
D.2008

Answer A
Explanation NOAAS Okeanos Explorer is a converted United States Navy ship, now an
exploratory vessel for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, officially launched
in 2010. Starting in 2010, NOAA entered into a five-year partnership with the San Francisco
Exploratorium.

34) When was national crisis management committee formed?
A.1958
B.1972
C.1960
D.1950

Answer B
Explanation It was founded in 1972 by a consortium of organisations. Its charter was signed by
the FAO and the UNDP. It is headquartered in Telangana, India and with several regional centers
and research stations in other countries

35) The United Nations declared the year 2000 as the International Year of
Peace Culture in ______________.
A.1997
B.1998
C.1999
D.1996

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations declared the year 2000 as the International Year of Peace
Culture in 1997.The United Nations passed a resolution titled "Declaration and Programme of
Action on a Culture of Peace" in 1999. It acts as a universal call to foster a culture of nonviolence
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and peace.

36) World AIDS Day is celebrated on _____________.
A.Dec 1
B.May 1
C.Mar 1
D.Jun 1

Answer A
Explanation The HIV virus mainly attacks the body's immune system. World AIDS Day is
celebrated on 1st December 1 annually. HIV Vaccine Trial Network: a non-profit organization
that connects doctors and scientists to conduct clinical trials of HIV vaccines.

37) International Museum Day (IMD) was created in _____________.
A.1977
B.1957
C.1979
D.1980

Answer A
Explanation International Museum Day (IMD) was created in 1977 by the International Council
of Museums (ICOM). ICOM is the main and only organization of museums and museum
professionals with global influence, dedicated to the promotion and protection of natural and
cultural heritage, both tangible and intangible, now and in the future.

38) The concept of the AIDS vaccine originated from the then US President
Bill Clinton's speech at Morgan State University in _____________.
A.1998
B.1997
C.1995
D.1996

Answer B
Explanation The concept of the AIDS vaccine originated from the then US President Bill
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Clinton's speech at Morgan State University on May 18, 1997. Currently, there is no licensed
AIDS vaccine on the market. However, there are medical methods. It is recommended to use highefficiency antiretroviral therapy (HAART) to control HIV infection. However, HAART must be
used for life.

39) When was International Council of Museums (ICOM) founded?
A.1950
B.1946
C.1952
D.1948

Answer B
Explanation ICOM is the main and only organization of museums and museum professionals
with global influence, dedicated to the promotion and protection of natural and cultural heritage,
both tangible and intangible, now and in the future. It was founded in 1946 and is headquartered
in Paris, France.

40) The International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for
Children was declared by the United Nations from ______________.
A.2001 to 2010
B.2010 to 2020
C.2002 to 2011
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for Children was
declared by the United Nations from 2001 to 2010.The International Day of Living Together in
Peace was created to protect future generations from the effects of war.

41) Where is the headquarters of International Council of Museums (ICOM)?
A.Paris
B.New York
C.London
D.Geneva
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Answer A
Explanation ICOM is the main and only organization of museums and museum professionals
with global influence, dedicated to the promotion and protection of natural and cultural heritage,
both tangible and intangible, now and in the future. It was founded in 1946 and is headquartered
in Paris, France.

42) MOMA Market App was Launched in ____________.
A.Mizoram
B.Manipur
C.Nagaland
D.Assam

Answer B
Explanation Chief Minister of Manipur State N Biren Singh (N Biren Singh) has launched a
smartphone app "MOMA Market" for fresh vegetables to be delivered to your door to ensure
People get fresh vegetables at home during the COVID-19 curfew.

43) What is the IUCN Status of Sunflower Starfish?
A.Endangered
B.Critically Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer B
Explanation About Sunflower Starfish: IUCN Red List of Threatened Species lists sunflower
starfish as critically endangered. This is one of the largest starfish in the world. They have twentyfour limbs.

44) When was International Snow Leopard Day observed?
A.Oct 24
B.Oct 25
C.May 19
D.May 20
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Answer A
Explanation On International Snow Leopard Day (October 24), India launched a snow leopard
population assessment in 2019. However, the investigation has not yet started. Some state
governments have initiated local investigations, such as Uttarakhand.

45) Starlink is a mission below which SpaceX ambitions to send
_____________ satellites to grant space-based internet.
A.12K
B.120K
C.1M
D.2k

Answer A
Explanation The first Starlink terminal will be set up in a Google datacentre in Ohio, United
States. Earlier, Microsoft has signed a comparable settlement with SpaceX to connect its Azure
cloud to Starlink. Starlink is a mission below which SpaceX ambitions to send 12,000 satellites to
grant space-based internet.

46) International Day towards Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia,
IDAHOTB is observed on _____________.
A.May 15
B.May 16
C.May 17
D.May 18

Answer C
Explanation The International Day towards Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia,
IDAHOTB is observed on May 17 every year. The day is marked to enlarge awareness about
LGBT rights violations. Also, it goals to stimulate interest in LGBT rights work worldwide.

47) The Wholesale Price Index for the month of April 2021 stood at
_____________.
A.128.1
B.12.1
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C.182.1
D.1281

Answer A
Explanation The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade lately released
Wholesale Price in India for the month of April 2021. The WPI for the month of April 2021 stood
at 128.1. The base year in calculating WPI is constant as 2011-12.

48) The Smartphone app MOMA Market is for ____________.
A.Fruits
B.Flowers
C.Grocery
D.Vegetable

Answer D
Explanation Chief Minister of Manipur State N Biren Singh (N Biren Singh) has launched a
smartphone app "MOMA Market" for fresh vegetables to be delivered to your door to ensure
People get fresh vegetables at home during the COVID-19 curfew.

49) Sunflower Starfish have ____________ limbs.
A.12
B.6
C.18
D.24

Answer D
Explanation About Sunflower Starfish: IUCN Red List of Threatened Species lists sunflower
starfish as critically endangered. This is one of the largest starfish in the world. They have twentyfour limbs.

50) In which of the following states of India, one can find Snow leopard?
A.Arunachal Pradesh
B.Sikkim
C.Uttarakhand
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D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation In India, snow leopards have been found in Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim,
Uttarakhand, Himalayas, Jammu and Kashmir. These areas account for 5% of the global snow
leopard range.

51) _____________ and SpaceX signed an agreement to provide Internet
services through Starlink satellites.
A.Google Cloud
B.Google Pay
C.Airtel Cloud
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Google will provide Cloud infrastructure for this connection project, and Space X
will install ground terminals in Google's cloud data center to connect to Starlink satellites. This
will help provide fast Internet services in rural areas. This service will be available to customers
before the end of the year 2021

52) When was International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and
Biphobia observed first?
A.2003
B.2005
C.2007
D.2009

Answer B
Explanation IDAHOTB: It was in the beginning known as the International Day in opposition to
Homophobia. It used to be first located in 2005.Louis-Georges Tin is the founder of International
Day towards Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia.

53) Which of the following are principal agencies of commodities that are used
in calculating the fee of inflation?
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A.Primary Articles
B.Fuel and Power
C.Both A And B
D.None

Answer C
Explanation The inflation fee is excessive in the month commonly because of charge rise in
crude petroleum which in turn extended the fees of petrol and diesel in the country. Also, the
price rise is due to expand in cost of manufactured foods.There are three principal agencies of
commodities that are used in calculating the fee of inflation. They are primary articles,
manufactured products and gas and power.

54) ELDERLINE ______________, a toll-free telephone hotline for the elderly,
has started operating in many states.
A.1564
B.12345
C.1467
D.14567

Answer D
Explanation ELDERLINE (14567), a toll-free telephone hotline for the elderly, has started
operating in many states. To resolve the problems faced by elderly people in the aftermath of the
covid pandemic, the Ministry of Social Justice has developed state-based call centres in five
major states.

55) What is mean by Homophobia?
A. It is dislike against gay people
B.It is the dislike against the transgender people
C.It is the dislike against the bisexual people
D.None

Answer A
Explanation What is Transphobia, Homophobia and Biphobia?Homophobia: It is dislike against
gay peopleTransphobia: It is the dislike against the transgender peopleBiphobia: It is the dislike
against the bisexual peopleIDAHOTB
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56) Where is the headquarters of SEBI?
A.Mumbai
B.Pune
C.New Delhi
D.Hyderabad

Answer A
Explanation The Securities and Exchange Board of India is the regulatory body for securities
and commodity market in India under the jurisdiction of Ministry of Finance, Government of
India. It was established on 12 April 1988 and given Statutory Powers on 30 January 1992
through the SEBI Act, 1992.

57) What is mean by Transphobia?
A. It is dislike against gay people
B.It is the dislike against the transgender people
C.It is the dislike against the bisexual people
D.None

Answer B
Explanation What is Transphobia, Homophobia and Biphobia?Homophobia: It is dislike against
gay peopleTransphobia: It is the dislike against the transgender peopleBiphobia: It is the dislike
against the bisexual peopleIDAHOTB

58) Where is the headquarters of ICMR?
A.New Delhi
B.Mumbai
C.Chennai
D.Kolkata

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Council of Medical Research, the apex body in India for the
formulation, coordination and promotion of biomedical research, is one of the oldest and largest
medical research bodies in the world.
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59) What is mean by Biphobia?
A. It is dislike against gay people
B.It is the dislike against the transgender people
C.It is the dislike against the bisexual people
D.None

Answer C
Explanation What is Transphobia, Homophobia and Biphobia?Homophobia: It is dislike against
gay peopleTransphobia: It is the dislike against the transgender peopleBiphobia: It is the dislike
against the bisexual peopleIDAHOTB

60) The term GSLEP is related to _______________.
A.Snow Leopard
B.Lion
C.Tiger
D.Dolphin

Answer A
Explanation GSLEP: GSLEP is a global snow leopard and ecosystem protection plan. It was
initiated by twelve countries in the Snow Leopard Mountains, such as India, Nepal, China,
Bhutan, Mongolia, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Afghanistan and
Russia.

61) Raman Research Institute is located in _____________.
A.Bangalore
B.Chennai
C.Kolkata
D.Pune

Answer A
Explanation Raman Research Institute is an institute of scientific research located in Bangalore,
India. It was founded by Nobel laureate C. V. Raman. Although it began as an institute privately
owned by Sir C. V. Raman, it is now funded by the government of India. Scientists at Bengaluru's
Raman Research Institute (RRI) have developed a more reliable, quicker, and low-cost digital
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receiver system for making precise magnetic field measurements.

62) When is World Bee Day observed?
A.May 20
B.May 25
C.May 28
D.May 31

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations has designated May 20 as "World Bee Day." Theme of the year
2021 is Bee engaged: Build Back Better for Bees.

63) The IAX system will connect India from Mumbai and Chennai to
______________.
A.Thailand and Malaysia
B.Thailand and Singapore
C.Malaysia and Singapore
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The IAX system will connect India from Mumbai and Chennai to Thailand and
Malaysia, and is expected to be put into service in the middle of 2023; and the IEX system will
extend India's connection range to Italy, landing in Savona and others in the Middle East
Regional landing is expected to be put into use in early 2024 in North Africa.

64) Atlas V is a launch vehicle of _____________.
A.NASA
B.ISRO
C.JAXA
D.ESA

Answer A
Explanation Atlas V is an expendable launch system and the fifth major version in the Atlas
rocket family. It was originally designed by Lockheed Martin, now being operated by United
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Launch Alliance (ULA), a joint venture between Lockheed Martin and Boeing. Atlas V is also a
major NASA launch vehicle.

65) When was National Anti-Terrorism Day observed?
A.May 21
B.May 28
C.May 25
D.May 23

Answer A
Explanation Every year on May 21st, India celebrates "National Anti-Terrorism Day." The
anniversary is the anniversary of the death of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

66) When was International Tea Day observed?
A.May 21
B.May 28
C.May 25
D.May 23

Answer A
Explanation The first International Tea Day was designated by the United Nations General
Assembly in December 2019 on May 21, 2020. The United Nations General Assembly called on
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO is an agency of the United Nations) to take the lead
for observing this day.

67) When was World Cultural Diversity Day for Dialogue & Development
observed?
A.May 21
B.May 28
C.May 25
D.May 23

Answer A
Explanation The World Cultural Diversity Day for Dialogue and Development is held each and
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every year on the day of 21st May. The purpose of the cultural diversity day is to deepen the
understanding of the value of cultural diversity & promote the four goals of the UNESCO
Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions.

68) When was World Metrology Day observed?
A.May 21
B.May 20
C.May 25
D.May 23

Answer B
Explanation Every year on May 20th, World Metrology Day is held all over the world. On this
day, many countries have carried out international cooperation to raise people's awareness of
metrology and its progress in their respective fields. The theme of World Metrology Day in 2021
is health metrology.

69) Where is the headquarters of S&P Global?
A.New York
B.Paris
C.London
D.Geneva

Answer A
Explanation According to data from S&P Global Market Intelligence, India is the second-largest
insurance technology market in the Asia-Pacific, accounting for 35% of the regions insurance
technology-focused venture capital of US$3.66 billion.

70) When was Google founded?
A.4 September 1998
B.10 September 1998
C.24 September 1995
D.14 September 1994

Answer A
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Explanation Google has announced the launch of its global licensing program News Showcase
in India. Google has signed agreements with 30 Indian publishers to provide access to some of
their content.

71) Rajiv Gandhi is the ____________ prime minister of the country India.
A.6th
B.8th
C.5th
D.4th

Answer A
Explanation Rajiv Gandhi is the 6th prime minister of the country India. He served as prime
minister of the country from 1984 to 1989. In May 1991, he was assassinated in Sriperumbudur,
Tamil Nadu.The purpose of National Anti-Terrorism Day is to raise people's awareness of
terrorism and its impact on human society. This day also spread the message of peace and
mankind.

72) In which year first International Tea Day was observed?
A.2018
B.2019
C.2020
D.2021

Answer C
Explanation The first International Tea Day was designated by the United Nations General
Assembly in December 2019 on May 21, 2020. The United Nations General Assembly called on
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO is an agency of the United Nations) to take the lead
for observing this day.

73) GI certified Gholvad Sapota is from _____________.
A.Maharashtra
B.Karnataka
C.Kerala
D.Tamil Nadu

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 17 - May 23, 2021)

Answer A
Explanation Maharashtra started exporting GI certified Gholvad Sapota (chikoo) to the United
Kingdom. The Gholvad Sapota, also known as Chikoo, is known for its sweet and distinct
flavour.Its GI certificate is held by Maharashtra Rajya Chikoo Utpadak Sangh.

74) Puer Traditional Tea Agrosystem is in _____________.
A.China
B.Japan
C.Korea
D.None

Answer A
Explanation FAO has designated 4 tea plantations in China, South Korea and Japan as important
global agricultural heritage systems.-China - Puer Traditional Tea Agrosystem-China - Fuzhou
Jasmine and Tea Culture System-Japan - Traditional Tea-grass Integrated System-Korea Traditional Hadong Tea Agrosystem, Hwagae-myeon

75) When was PM Swasthya Suraksha Yojana launched?
A.2001
B.2003
C.2005
D.2007

Answer B
Explanation PMSSY was launched in 2003 with the aim of addressing regional disparities in the
availability of affordable/reliable tertiary healthcare services as well as improving medical
education facilities in the country.

76) Fuzhou Jasmine and Tea Culture System is in _____________.
A.China
B.Japan
C.Korea
D.None
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Answer A
Explanation FAO has designated 4 tea plantations in China, South Korea and Japan as important
global agricultural heritage systems.-China - Puer Traditional Tea Agrosystem-China - Fuzhou
Jasmine and Tea Culture System-Japan - Traditional Tea-grass Integrated System-Korea Traditional Hadong Tea Agrosystem, Hwagae-myeon

77) Fuzhou Jasmine and Tea Culture System is in _____________.
A.China
B.Japan
C.Korea
D.None

Answer A
Explanation FAO has designated 4 tea plantations in China, South Korea and Japan as important
global agricultural heritage systems.-China - Puer Traditional Tea Agrosystem-China - Fuzhou
Jasmine and Tea Culture System-Japan - Traditional Tea-grass Integrated System-Korea Traditional Hadong Tea Agrosystem, Hwagae-myeon

78) When was FASTag introduced?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2014
D.2020

Answer B
Explanation The FASTag system was first introduced in 2016, though the government had
extended the registration deadline countless times since then. Ladies and gentlemen, FASTag is
now absolutely mandatory in India.

79) Traditional Tea-grass Integrated System is in _____________.
A.China
B.Japan
C.Korea
D.None
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Answer B
Explanation FAO has designated 4 tea plantations in China, South Korea and Japan as important
global agricultural heritage systems.-China - Puer Traditional Tea Agrosystem-China - Fuzhou
Jasmine and Tea Culture System-Japan - Traditional Tea-grass Integrated System-Korea Traditional Hadong Tea Agrosystem, Hwagae-myeon

80) Where is the headquarters of Archaeological Survey of India?
A.New Delhi
B.Chennai
C.Kolkata
D.Pune

Answer A
Explanation The Archaeological Survey of India is an Indian government agency attached to the
Ministry of Culture that is responsible for archaeological research and the conservation and
preservation of cultural monuments in the country. It was founded in 1861 by Alexander
Cunningham who also became its first Director-General.

81) Traditional Hadong Tea Agrosystem, Hwagae-myeon is in _____________.
A.China
B.Japan
C.Korea
D.None

Answer C
Explanation FAO has designated 4 tea plantations in China, South Korea and Japan as important
global agricultural heritage systems.-China - Puer Traditional Tea Agrosystem-China - Fuzhou
Jasmine and Tea Culture System-Japan - Traditional Tea-grass Integrated System-Korea Traditional Hadong Tea Agrosystem, Hwagae-myeon

82) When did UNESCO adopted World Declaration of Cultural Diversity?
A.2002
B.2001
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C.2003
D.2004

Answer B
Explanation In 2001, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) adopted the "World Declaration of Cultural Diversity" due to the destruction of
Bamiyan's Buddha statue in Afghanistan in 2001.

83) Where is the headquarters of International Organization for Legal
Metrology?
A.Paris
B.New York
C.California
D.Geneva

Answer A
Explanation The International Organization of Legal Metrology, is an intergovernmental
organization that was created in 1955 to promote the global harmonization of the legal metrology
procedures that underpin and facilitate internationaal trade.

84) When was United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization founded?
A.1952
B.1945
C.1905
D.1965

Answer B
Explanation The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization is a
specialised agency of the United Nations aimed at promoting world peace and security through
international cooperation in education, the sciences, and culture.

85) When was Ayushman Bharat launched?
A.23 September 2018

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 17 - May 23, 2021)

B.24 September 2019
C.23 October 2018
D.24 September 2018

Answer A
Explanation Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana of the Government of India
aims to provide free access to healthcare for 50 crore people in the country. People using the
program access their own primary care services from a family doctor.

86) Which of the following state ranks 1st in Implementation of Smart City
Mission Schemes?
A.Rajasthan
B.Jharkhand
C.Kerala
D.Maharashtra

Answer B
Explanation According to the implementation progress of the smart city project, Jharkhand ranks
first among the 36 states in India and UT. At the same time, in terms of the progress of the
ongoing mission plan for 100 cities, Ranchi, the capital of Jharkhand, has risen to the 12th place.

87) When was International Day for Biological Diversity observed?
A.May 20
B.May 22
C.May 24
D.May 24

Answer B
Explanation The United Nations celebrates International Biodiversity Day on May 22 every year
to raise people's awareness of the substantial reduction in biodiversity caused by certain human
activities.

88) Mylab Coviself (Self test kit) approved for the first time in the
_____________ in November last year.
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A.United States
B.Russia
C.UK
D.Japan

Answer A
Explanation This is India's first Covid-19 self-check kit recently approved by ICMR. This means
that anyone can collect their own nose samples and test them for SARS-CoV-2. This self-test kit
was approved for the first time in the United States in November last year. Similar kits have also
been approved in Europe and South Korea.

89) What is the IUCN Status of Amorphophallus titanium - Corpse flower?
A.Critically Endangered
B.Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer B
Explanation Over a thousand human beings queued up outdoor an abandoned fuel station in San
Franciscos Bay Area to capture a glimpse of the corpse flower. It used to be listed as an
endangered plant in 2018 by means of the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN).

90) When was National Gallery of Modern Art established?
A.1958
B.1954
C.1960
D.1964

Answer B
Explanation . International Museums Day is found each and every year on 18 May.National
Gallery of Modern Art: It was launched in 1954. It is the premier artwork gallery below the
Ministry of Culture. It has a series of artwork of extra than 2000 artists.

91) When was Competition Commission of India established?
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A.2006
B.2003
C.2010
D.2009

Answer B
Explanation Competition Commission of India (CCI) acts as India's competition regulator.The
Commission was established in 2003, although it was not fully operational until 2009.

92) When was INS Rajput built?
A.1985
B.1980
C.1970
D.1975

Answer B
Explanation About INS Rajput:The Indian Navy's first destroyer was the INS Rajput. It was the
lead ship of the former Soviet Union's Kashin-class destroyers. It was given the Russian name
Nadezhny,' which means hope.'It was built in the year 1980.

93) Which of the following award is given for a sportsperson's spectacular and
most outstanding success over a four-year span in the field of sports?
A.Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award
B.Arjuna Award
C.Dronacharya Award
D.Dhyan Chand Award

Answer A
Explanation Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award: for a sportsperson's spectacular and most
outstanding success over a four-year span in the field of sports.Arjuna Award: for four years of
consistently exceptional success.

94) Mucormycosis is a ____________ fungus that has been found in COVID-19
patients.
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A.black
B.white
C.blue
D.green

Answer A
Explanation Under the Epidemic Diseases Act of 1897, the Union government has asked the
states to declare mucormycosis an epidemic. Mucormycosis is a black fungus that has been found
in COVID-19 patients.

95) Which of the following award is given for four years of consistently
exceptional success?
A.Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award
B.Arjuna Award
C.Dronacharya Award
D.Dhyan Chand Award

Answer A
Explanation Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award: for a sportsperson's spectacular and most
outstanding success over a four-year span in the field of sports.Arjuna Award: for four years of
consistently exceptional success.

96) The RBI has approved ____________ prepaid payment instruments (PPIs)
in the country so far.
A.32
B.37
C.35
D.30

Answer B
Explanation The RBI has approved 37 prepaid payment instruments (PPIs) in the country so
far.After completing full KYC, a maximum of two lakh rupees can be kept in different wallets.
By March 31, 2022, all PPIs must ensure interoperability.
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97) Which of the following award is given to coaches who have produced
medal winners at major international sporting events??
A.Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award
B.Arjuna Award
C.Dronacharya Award
D.Dhyan Chand Award

Answer C
Explanation Dronacharya Award: given to coaches who have produced medal winners at major
international sporting events.Dhyan Chand Award: for contributions to sports development over a
lifetime.

98) What is the size of A-76 Ice Block?
A.4320 sq km
B.4350 sq km
C.4620 sq km
D.1320 sq km

Answer A
Explanation An enormous iceberg 'A-76' has calved from the western side of the Ronne Ice
Shelf, lying in the Weddell Sea, in Antarctica.It measures around 4320 sq km in size currently
making it the largest berg in the world.

99) Which of the following award is givenfor contributions to sports
development over a lifetime?
A.Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award
B.Arjuna Award
C.Dronacharya Award
D.Dhyan Chand Award

Answer D
Explanation Dronacharya Award: given to coaches who have produced medal winners at major
international sporting events.Dhyan Chand Award: for contributions to sports development over a
lifetime.
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100) When did Russia and China signed a Nuclear Energy Cooperation
Project Agreement?
A.2015
B.2018
C.2019
D.2020

Answer B
Explanation In 2018, Russia and China signed a Nuclear Energy Cooperation Project
Agreement.The countries agreed to build Units 3 and 4 of the Xudapu Nuclear Power Plant, as
well as Units 7 and 8 of the Tianwan Nuclear Power Plant, as part of the agreement.

101) Which of the following award is given granted to corporations and
individuals who have made a significant contribution to the promotion and
advancement of sports?
A.Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award
B.Arjuna Award
C.Dronacharya Award
D.Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puraskar

Answer D
Explanation Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puraskar: granted to corporations and individuals who
have made a significant contribution to the promotion and advancement of sports.The Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy is awarded to a university for overall excellence in interuniversity competition.

102) In which year does Smart City Mission launched?
A.2010
B.2015
C.2014
D.2016

Answer B
Explanation National Smart Cities Mission is an urban renewal and retrofitting program by the
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Government of India with the mission to develop smart cities across the country, making them
citizen friendly and sustainable.

103) Which of the following award is awarded to a university for overall
excellence in inter-university competition?
A.Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award
B.Arjuna Award
C.Dronacharya Award
D.Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy

Answer D
Explanation Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puraskar: granted to corporations and individuals who
have made a significant contribution to the promotion and advancement of sports.The Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy is awarded to a university for overall excellence in interuniversity competition.The Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy is awarded to a
university for overall excellence in inter-university competition.

104) International Museums Day is on _____________.
A.May 15
B.May 18
C.May 20
D.May 21

Answer B
Explanation The app will allow museum viewers to listen to anecdotes and tales associated to
the Indian present-day art exhibited at the Gallery. It has been launched to grant a better way of
viewing the museum to visitors. International Museums Day is found each and every year on 18
May.

DON'T MISS THESE OTHER USEFUL PDFS

November 2020 Current
Affairs

December 2020 Current
Affairs

January 2021 Current
Affairs

February 2021 Current
Affairs

March 2021 Current
Affairs

April 2021 Current
Affairs

Fresherslive provides current affairs for
competitive exams like UPSC, PSC,
IAS, RRB, IBPS PO Clerk, SBI, RBI,
SSC, PSU, and so on.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

