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BANKING & FINANCE
Google Pay Customers in the US Can Now Transfer Money to India
Alphabet Inc's Google has announced foreign money transfer agreements with
remittance firms Wise and Western Union Co.
Highlights:
Google Pay users in the USA can now send money to app users in India and
Singapore, with plans to extend to the 80 countries supported by Wise & 200
countries supported by Western Union by the last of the year.
Western Union and Wise, both of which have incorporated their services into
Google Play, have collaborated with the company.
Users in the United States who use Google Pay to transfer money to someone in
India or Singapore will be aware of the exact sum that the recipient will get.
Users may also select which payment provider, Wise or Western Union, they want
to use and how much time it will take for the receiver to receive the money from
inside the Google Pay app.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
S. Janakiraman Advisory Group - RBI
An advisory committee has been formed to assist the RBI's second Regulatory
Review Authority (RRA), which was established to streamline regulations and
reduce the enforcement burden on controlled entities.
Highlights:
SBI Managing Director S. Janakiraman is in charge.
The community will assist the RRA by defining areas for rationalisation, such as
rules, guidelines, and returns.
It is required to send reports to RRA on a regular basis containing the
recommendations/suggestions.

Strategic Disinvestment of IDBI BANK Ltd Approved
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved strategic disinvestment
and management control transfer in IDBI Bank Ltd.
Highlights:
The degree to which the Government of India and the Life Insurance Corporation
of India will divest their respective shareholdings will be determined in
consultation with the Reserve Bank of India.
The Government of India (GoI) and the Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC)
jointly own more than 94 % of IDBI Bank's equity (GoI 45.48 %, LIC 49.24 %).
IDBI Bank with Management Control is currently promoted by Life Insurance
Corporation of India(LIC), with Government of India(GoI) serving as a copromoter.
Resources from the transaction's strategic disinvestment of government equity
would be used to fund government development programmes that support residents.

Jana Small Finance Bank Introduces I Choose My Number Feature
Jana Small Finance Bank has launched the launch of the I Choose My Number
feature for all its customers throughout India.
Highlights:
This new feature gives the bank's present and new customers the alternative to pick
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out their preferred numbers as their savings or cutting-edge account number.
The financial institution will enable its clients to pick their favourite numbers as
the closing 10 digits of their financial institution account, savings/current.
The account number allocation can be chosen by using the client will be difficulty
to the availability of the requested number.
This added function will assist customers relate and join to the financial institution
extra closely as they pick auspicious or fortunate numbers.

RBI Grants PPI Authorisation To Eroute Technologies
Eroute Technologies has been given permission to operate as a prepaid payment
instruments (PPI) company by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
Highlights:
Eroute Technologies Pvt Ltd was granted a perpetual licence by the RBI to begin
issuing and operating semi-closed pre-paid instruments in India.
Through developing user-friendly payment solutions that meet the unique needs of
different customer segments in our society, the company aims to support the
underserved segments, which number nearly 680 million people.
PPIs are financial instruments that allow the purchase of goods and services, such
as financial services, remittances, and funds transfers, against the value stored in
them.
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INTERNATIONAL
Victory Day is on 9th May
Russia celebrates Victory Day to commemorate the German surrender in World
War II. On May 9, 2021, Russia ushered in the 76th anniversary of victory in
World War II.
Highlights:
A military parade was held on the Red Square located in Moscow. Since 1995, a
parade will be held on May 9th every year. The parade is called the Moscow
Victory Day Parade.
After the disintegration of the Soviet Union in 1991, the Victory Day parade
became an annual event. Since 1990, Red Square has been a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.
In 1945, the Soviet army held a military parade on Red Square after defeating the
Nazi army. This is the longest and largest military parade held on Red Square.
Above 40,000 soldiers and 1,850 military vehicles participated in the parade.
The parade took place on June 24, 1945. It was held a month after the German
surrendered to the Soviet commander. The German forces surrendered on May 9,
1945.
On May 7, 1945, the German Chief of Staff Alfred Jodi (Alfred Jodi) signed the
"German Surrender Letter" in Reims. On May 9, 1945, another letter of surrender
was signed on the outskirts of Berlin. Both surrender documents stipulated that the
German army would cease active service.
When the second surrender was signed, it was a late-night in Germany. It was in
the Soviet Union the next morning. Therefore, Russia celebrates Moscow's Victory
Day on May 9, while East Germany celebrates it as Liberation Day on May 8.

Parliament of South Sudan Was DissolvedParliament of South Sudan Was
Dissolved
South Sudanese President Salva Kiir has dissolved Parliament, and representatives
on both sides of the country's civil war will now be elected under a 2018 peace
agreement.
Highlights:
In September 2018, Mr. Kiir and Vice-President Riek Machar signed an accord
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that included the formation of a new legislative body.
According to the 2018 accord, the new assembly will have 550 members, with Mr.
Kiir's ruling SPLM party accounting for 332 of them.
Parliamentarians will be elected by various parties.

Indonesian and Indian Navies Conduct Exercise in Arabian Sea
The Indian and Indonesian Navies conducted Passage Exercise (PASSEX) in the
southern Arabian Sea with a center of attention on similarly enhancing their
interoperability.
Highlights:
The exercising used to be aimed at enhancing interoperability and understanding
between both the friendly navies.
From the Indian Navy, INS Sharda, an Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) with a
Chetak helicopter participated in the exercise. From the Indonesian Navy, KRI
Sultan Hasanudin, a 90m Corvette took part in the exercise.
PASSEXes are frequently conducted by IN with units of Friendly Foreign
Countries. The remaining PASSEX between IN and the Indonesian Navy was once
performed on 13 Mar 21 between INS Kalpeni, IN Dornier and KRI Sultan
Iskandar Muda.

Christchurch Call to Action
The United States will take part in the Christchurch Call to Action to End Terrorist
and Violent Extremist Online Content. It's a global movement led by New Zealand
to combat violent extremism online.
Highlights:
The Christchurch Call is named after the New Zealand city where 51 Muslims
were killed in terrorist attacks that were broadcast live on the Internet on March 15,
2019.
The Christchurch call is an action plan in which governments, international
organisations, and Internet users agreed to take a number of measures, including:
Creating software to prevent the download of terrorist and violent extremist
material;
Combating the triggers of violent extremism; improving accountability in the
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identification and removal of content; and
Ensuring that business algorithms do not guide users to violent extremist content in
order to minimise its viral existence.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Nationwide Distribution of Kabasura Kudineer
The Ayush Ministry has begun a nationwide distribution campaign for the AYUSH
64 and Kabasura Kudineer.
Highlights:
For the benefit of the overwhelming majority of out-of-hospital COVID patients,
the Ministry of Ayush has launched a massive nationwide campaign to distribute its
proven poly herbal Ayurvedic drug AYUSH 64 and Siddha drug Kabasura
Kudineer.
The Ministry claims that the effectiveness of these drugs has been demonstrated by
rigorous multi-center clinical trials.
The Ministry has also established an Interdisciplinary Committee for Inclusion of
Ayurveda and Yoga Interventions in the National Clinical Management Protocol:
COVID-19'.
About Kabasura Kudineer:
Kabasura Kudineer is a Siddha practitioner's traditional formulation for treating
common respiratory health.
It's a herbal concoction made up of dried ginger, pippali, clove, cirukancori root,
mulli root, kadukkai, ajwain, and a variety of other herbs.
The ingredients are powdered and combined with water before being boiled to
produce a decoction that is one-fourth of its original volume.

Database From National Financial Reporting Authority - NFRA
The National Financial Reporting Authority publishes a provisional database for
businesses that fall under its regulatory jurisdiction.
About National Financial Reporting Authority:
The Ministry of Corporate Affairs of the Government of India administers the
National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA), which regulates the country's
auditing standards.
NFRA consists of one Chairperson, three full-time Members and one Secretary.
It also monitors the accounting and auditing professions' quality of service.
It also has the authority to investigate allegations of professional wrongdoing by
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chartered accountants or CA companies, impose a penalty, and ban the CA or
company from practising for up to ten years.
It is anticipated that the NFRA's operation will result in increased domestic and
international investment, increased economic growth, assistance in the development
of the audit profession, and promote the globalisation of business through
adherence to international standards.

e-Sanjeevani OPD Consultations by Ex-Defense Doctors
On the e-Sanjeevani OPD, Ex-Defense doctors will give online consultations.
About e-Sanjeevani OPD:
The e-Sanjeevani OPD is the government's flagship telemedicine platform,
established by Mohali's Centre for Development of Advance Computing (C-DAC)
under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare's (MoHFW).
It gives Indian people free consultations.
However, as a result of the increase in COVID-19 cases, demand for doctors has
increased, although supply has decreased as doctors are drawn away from COVID
ward duties.
This is where veterans of the military are coming in to assist.

Report Titled Connected Commerce - Creating A Roadmap For A Digitally
Inclusive Bharat Was Published
A report titled Connected Commerce: Creating a Roadmap for a Digitally Inclusive
Bharat' was published by NITI Aayog and Mastercard.
The reports identifies barriers to accelerating India's digital financial inclusion and
makes recommendations for making digital services more available to the country's
1.3 billion people.
Highlights:
Improving payment infrastructure to level the playing field for NBFCs and banks;
Digitising registration and enforcement processes; and diversifying credit sources
to enable MSMEs to expand.
Establish an information sharing system, including a "fraud library", and ensure
that online digital commerce platforms carry warnings to warn consumers of fraud
risks.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 10 - May 16, 2021)

Provide low-cost capital to agricultural NBFCs and implementing a phygital
(physical + digital) model for better long-term digital outcomes.
To make city transit easily available to everyone, with minimal crowding and lines,
by utilising existing smartphones and contactless cards, and to make it a completely
open, inclusive, and interoperable framework.

Dost For Life App Launched by CBSE
CBSE (Central Board of Secondary Education) launched a new mobile app for
students and parents. The new app Dost for Life' is an special psychological
counselling app for college students and dad and mom of CBSE-affiliated schools.
The new App will simultaneously cater to college students and mother and father
from CBSE-affiliated colleges in specific geographies across the world.
About the app:
The app will also grant college students with other resource material such as
suggestive direction guides for after senior secondary education, guidelines on
intellectual fitness and well being, and a corona guide' with facts on everyday
security protocol, learning from domestic and self-care.
The counselling classes shall be provided to students of classes 9-12 by using 83
volunteer counsellors and college principals.
The sessions will be free of price and supplied on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays.
Students and mother and father will be capable to pick the time slot for the
sessions.

Har Ghar Jal UT Puducherry
Puducherry has executed the goal of one hundred percent piped water connection in
rural areas under the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM).
Highlights:
Earlier, Goa, Telangana and Andaman & Nicobar Islands have furnished tap water
furnish to each rural domestic underneath Jal Jeevan Mission. So, Puducherry is the
fourth State/UT to furnish certain tap water supply to each rural domestic under Jal
Jeevan Mission.
Jal Jeevan Mission is being applied in partnership with States/ UTs to supply safe
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faucet water to each and every rural domestic by way of 2024. The State of Punjab
and the UTs of Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu have blanketed over 75%
of rural properties with guaranteed tap water supply.
Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM): It is a flagship programme of the Union Government. It
was once introduced in August 2019. It targets to supply a faucet water connection
to each and every rural household of the country by 2024.

COVI Van for Senior Citizens Launched by Delhi Police
Delhi Police has launched a helpline variety for senior residents who are struggling
with their essential needs amid Covid-19. District Police of the national capital
(Delhi) has launched a COVI Van Helpline (012- 26241077) for senior citizens of
the district in the neighbourhood amid the coronavirus situation here.
Highlights:
The data of graduation of COVI Van has been disseminated in the Greater Kailash
-1 location via beat officers and Residents Welfare Association (RWA).
All the precautions such as sanitisation, gloves, masks and social distancing will be
taken while and after every visit.
After receiving any name from COVI Van, deployed police reliable on COVI Van
with a beat officer will go to the residence of senior residents and assist them in
getting their needs, inclusive of any crucial item, vaccination and medicines.

HakkiPikki Tribe of Karnataka - Covid
In Karnataka, several members of the HakkiPikki Tribe survived Covid-19.
Highlights:
The Gujrathioa, Kaliwala, Mewara, and Panwara clans of the HakkiPikki tribes are
semi-nomadic tribal people.
They speak a variety of south Indian languages, including Kannada, Tamil,
Telugu, and Malayalam, as well as Vagribooli, a Guajarati-like language.
In Kannada, the HakkiPikki means "bird catchers."
In Karnataka, it is classified as a Scheduled Tribe.
Origin and History:
The HakkiPikki tribal groups have a long history that includes an ancestor who is
said to be related to the legendary Ranapratap Singh.
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The HakkiPikki tribal community is a Kshatriya or warrior tribal group that was
forced to move to southern India after defeating Mughal rulers.

MLA-LAD Scheme Approved by Rajasthan Government
The Rajasthan government approved a proposal to provide Rs. 3 crore each from
the MLA Local Area Development (LAD) Fund to help people aged 18 to 44 get
vaccinated against Covid-19.
The fund for each legislator has been raised from Rs. 2.25 crore to Rs. 5 crore per
year to cover expenses.
Highlights:
This is the state version of the central government scheme - Member of the
Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLAD).
The aim of the scheme is to build infrastructure based on local needs, create assets
for public utilities, and eliminate regional imbalances in development.
The scheme is implemented in rural and urban areas in a state.
This scheme does not provide any funds to MLAs. It is transferred directly to the
appropriate local authorities by the government.
Each state has its own set of rules for using MLA-LAD funds.

NITI Aayogs Project for Great Nicobar Island
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCCEnvironment
)'s Appraisal Committee (EAC) Infrastructure I has raised serious concerns about
NITI Aayog's ambitious project for Great Nicobar Island.
Highlights:
The committee, on the other hand, has overcome the project's first hurdle.
It has recommended that it be granted terms of reference (TOR) for Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) studies, which will begin with three-month baseline
studies.
An international container transshipment terminal, a greenfield international
airport, a power plant, and a 166-square-kilometer township complex (mostly
pristine coastal systems and tropical forests). are all part of the proposal, which is
estimated to cost 75,000 crore.
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Advanced Chemistry Cell (ACC) Battery Storage Production-Linked
Incentive Scheme
The proposal of the Department of Heavy Industry to introduce the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme National Programme on Advanced Chemistry Cell
(ACC) Battery Storage' has been approved by the Union Cabinet.
Highlights:
Aim: With an investment of Rs 18,100 crore, achieve a manufacturing capacity of
50 GWh of ACC and 5 GWh of Niche ACC.
ACCs are a new generation of advanced storage technologies that can store electric
energy as electrochemical or chemical energy and then convert it back to electricity
as required.
It will also boost electric mobility, which will support three-wheelers, fourwheelers, and heavy vehicles.
At the moment, India is importing Battery Storage Equipment.
The scheme would aid in the country's self-reliant (Atmanirbhar).

Aerial Passenger Ropeway System Between Dehradun and Mussoorie
The Union Cabinet has approved the transfer of land from the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) to the Uttarakhand government for the construction of an Aerial
Passenger Ropeway System between Dehradun and Mussoorie.
Highlights:
The planned Ropeway is a 5.5-kilometer mono-cable ropeway between Purkul
Gaon in Dehradun and Library in Mussoorie, with an approximate cost of Rs 285
crore.
It will be capable of transporting 1,000 people per hour in either direction.
This will greatly reduce the traffic flow on the road from Dehradun to Mussoorie.
This will generate 350 direct jobs and more than 1,500 indirect jobs.
It will also be a major tourist destination, resulting in a boost to the tourism
industry.

SWAMIH Completes Its First Residential Project
As the Special Window for Affordable and Mid-Income Housing (SWAMIH) Fund
completes its first residential project, Union Minister for Finance and Corporate
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Affairs handed over possession to homebuyers.
Highlights:
Rivali Park, a residential development in Mumbai's suburbs, was the first housing
project in India to receive SWAMIH Fund funding.
In 2019, the SWAMIH Fund was launched.
Rivali Park Wintergreens is the Fund's first investment and also the first project to
be completed.
Despite COVID-19-related constraints, the SWAMIH Investment Fund is one of
India's largest private equity teams and has done commendable work.
A total of 1,16,600 homes are expected to be completed by the Fund.
By completing construction and delivering homes without relying on any other
source of funding, this Fund is bridging the confidence gap between homebuyers
and developers.

Idea Of Placing Convicts Under House Arrest
The Supreme Court has given the legislature permission to "consider" putting
convicts under house arrest in order to prevent prison overcrowding.
Highlights:
In a decision, Justices U.U. Lalit and K.M. Joseph emphasised the alarming
statistics of prisons.
Considering the spread of COVID-19, this recommendation is relevant.
A Bench chaired by Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana released a series of
directives a few days ago, including the grant of temporary bail and parole to
inmates in order to decongest prisons.
In 2019, the prison occupancy rate had risen to 118.5 percent.
According to the National Crime Records Bureau, 18,86,092 inmates were
admitted to prisons in 2019.
In 2019, there were 3,30,487 undertrial prisoners, accounting for 69.05 percent of
the total number of prisoners.
Second, the budget for prisons was very high (6818.1 crore).
The "enormous" prison overcrowding and the massive budget were both important
in the light of the possibilities that house arrest provides.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
SpaceX Lands Its Starship Rocket Successfully
Elon Musk's SpaceX launched SN15. Earlier, the initial attempt to launch the
rocket ended in an explosion in the air. There was several explosions of SpaceX
rockets in the past, which is mainly due to the methane-based propellant used by
SpaceX.
Highlights:
The first two prototypes of the Starship rocket launched in December 2020 and
February 2021 failed to land properly and exploded.
The SpaceX SN8 rocket launched in December 2020 exploded because the engine
failed to decelerate the rocket after it flipped and started to descend towards the
earth. The pressure in the fuel tank is very low, which increases the landing speed
and causes the rocket to explode.
SN9 took off in February 2021, failed to correct its angle and speed, and exploded
on landing. The latest test of the launch of SN15 has overcome all the earlier
obstacles. This is the first test flight of the unexploded SpaceX in the SN series.
The previous prototypes in the SN series achieved multiple goals. However, they
all exploded after landing. SN15 flew for ten kilometres, then flipped and
descended.
SpaceX's Raptor engine uses liquid methane and supercooled liquid oxygen as
propellants. The engine is designed to use a cryogenic propellant, that is, a
propellant that is cooled to near its freezing point. Such propellant improves engine
performance, propellant density, and also allows more propellant to be stored in the
vehicle's fuel tank.
However, the problem is that the pressure is too low at such a low temperature.
Conversely, when the rocket burns fuel to generate forward thrust against gravity,
the external pressure is extremely high. Scientists believe that the pressure
difference may cause an explosion.

Four Digit Security Code Introduced by Co-WIN
The Ministry of Health announced that new security features have been added to
the Co-WIN software. The common win is the COVID-19 Vaccine Intelligence
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Network.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Health added a four-digit security code to the CO-WIN software.
When a person reserves a vaccination spot on the Co-WIN platform, he or she will
receive a four-digit security code. The code should be generated at the vaccination
centre.
The code will be mentioned on the digital certificate. This feature is only for
people who have already booked a vaccine online. The code is also printed on the
designated confirmation slip. It should be saved and displayed from the phone.
The Ministry of Health agreed that there is a data entry error in the case of marking
a person who has reserved a vaccination spot as "vaccinated." Many users
complained that even if they missed an appointment in Co-WIN, they will be
notified of the dose of vaccination given to them.
The Co-WIN platform can handle COVID-19 immunizations in the country. This
includes registering beneficiaries, sending them text messages, assigning
vaccination centres, and on-site monitoring of vials in cold storage.
This platform was used earlier to implement the Pulse Polio Programme. It is
owned by the Health and Family Welfare Ministry. Moreover, it is supported by the
National Informatics Center.
The Co-WIN software helps in monitoring and monitoring the inoculation drive.
The app additionally helps in monitoring the listed beneficiaries on a real-time
basis.

Sputnik Light Single Dose - Russia
Sputnik V vaccine developed by way of Russia is a two-dose vaccine. The special
function of the vaccine is that the first and 2nd dose is unique from each other. In
Sputnik Light a single dose is sufficient.
Highlights:
Sputnik V is additionally acknowledged as Gam-COVID-Vac. It uses a
heterogenous recombinant adenovirus approach. Meaning, Sputnik V is a twovector vaccine. It makes use of Adeno Virus 26 in the first dose and Adeno Virus 5
in the 2nd dose. These Adeno Viruses are the carriers.
A Conjugate Vaccine is a vaccine that makes use of a weak antigen with a robust
antigen as a carrier. It is informally referred to as a provider vaccine. Sputnik V is a
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Conjugate Vaccine.
Adenoviruses are common. They are ubiquitous (commonly determined
everywhere) in an environment that is contaminated by means of human faeces or
sewage. They purpose frequent cold and fever. This capability that the Adenovirus
is many times observed in humans. This is one of the most important reasons why
adeno virus-based COVID-19 vaccines are single-dose vaccines. However, Sputnik
V used to be a double dose vaccine. This used to be performed to bolster the
immune response, in contrast, to use the same vector twice.
Sputnik V vaccine used to be sold at 10 USD in other markets. In India, it is
dealing with difficulties to compete with AstraZeneca Vaccine, also referred to as
COVISHIELD, which is sold at two USD per dose.
The rate of COVISHIELD is low in India as it is manufactured regionally by
means of the Serum Institute of India. On the other hand, Sputnik V is imported. It
is marketed by Dr Reddy's Laboratories.
Now, to compete with COVISHILED and capture the market, the price has to be
reduced, which is, fairly impossible as the vaccine is being imported. Thus, a single
dose vaccine is being launched. India is planning to launch this single-dose vaccine.

Chinese Rocket Falls into the Indian Ocean
The stays of a Chinese rocket have crashed into the Indian Ocean. It is said to have
been hurtling toward the earth. Hurtling is transferring at a high speed, mainly in a
wildly uncontrolled manner.
Highlights:
On April 28, 2021, China launched the Long March 5B rocket. The rocket carried
the Tianhe core module of the China area station.
The Tianhe core module weighed nearly 22.5 tonnes, one of the heaviest space
modules. It used its very own propulsion to enter orbit. However, the first stage
started to decay due to atmospheric drag. The rocket fell in the Indian Ocean close
to the Maldives.
Tianhe is a failure. There had been massive controversies over the Tianhe module
as China was once silent after the launch. No remarks had been made if the rocket
is being controlled. It used to be even unclear if the project used to be a success or
failure as there were full-size news that solely a section of the area module is falling
into the earth. Lack of transparency in such international troubles was not
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welcomed by way of various countries.
The core module launched furnished residing area for the astronauts. And thus, it
was strangely massive and heavy. After the failure of the module, it entered into an
uncontrolled orbit. As it used to be heavy, the probabilities of burning away the
complete module have been minimal.
A part of heavy chunks was once to hit the earth's surface. However, the Chinese
had been silent on the place the rocket is to hit the earth and when. The tracking of
the re-entry was once no longer shared. However, the US and the Europeans
estimated that the rocket ought to hit between 41.5 tiers north and 41.5 ranges
south.
The Salyut 7 house station of the Soviet Union was yet some other big re-entry that
came about in 1991. In 2003, the Space Shuttle Columbia made a re-entry in the
populated areas of the US. The Indian born Astronaut Kalpana Chawla passed away
in this disaster. NASA launched a spacecraft named after Kalpana Chawla. In 1979,
the Skylab of the US made a re-entry.

Mandatory Online Certification Of Disability Through UDID Portal
With effect from 1 June 2021, the Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (DEPwD) of the Government of India has made it mandatory for all
States/UTs to issue certificate of disability via online mode only using the UDID
portal, as per a Gazette notification.
Highlights:
Under the RPwD Act, 2016, the Central Government published the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Rules, 2017.
Rule 18(5) requires the Central Government to set a date by which state/UT
authorities must issue disability certificates via the internet.
Therefore, the notice was passed, which made it mandatory for states and UT to
issue disability certificates online.
http://www.swavlambancard.gov.in/ is the UDID site that has been operational
since 2016.
This step is expected to ensure full digitization of disability certification, as well as
a viable mechanism for cross-checking the certificate's genuineness to achieve panIndia validity and simplifying the procedure for the benefit of Divyangjan.
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Anti-COVID Drug - DRDO
The DCGI has provided the green light to a DRDO-developed anti-COVID drug
for emergency use.
Highlights:
The Institute of Nuclear Medicine and Allied Sciences (INMAS) has collaborated
with Dr Reddy's Laboratories (DRL) in Hyderabad to develop an anti-COVID-19
therapeutic application of the drug 2-deoxy-D-glucose (2-DG).
INMAS is a laboratory operated by the Defense Research and Development
Organization (DRDO).
The outcomes of clinical trials have shown that this molecule aids in the quicker
recovery of hospitalised patients and decreases the need for supplemental oxygen.
In COVID patients, a higher proportion of patients treated with 2-DG had RT-PCR
negative conversion.

Experiment for BVLOS Drones
The government has given permission to 20 organisations to perform BVLOS
experimental drone flights. In addition, the Telangana government granted an
exemption to perform experimental drone flights beyond visual line of sight
(BVLOS).
Highlights:
The Telangana government has been given conditional exemption by the Ministry
of Civil Aviation (MoCA) and the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
to conduct experimental Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) drone flights for
vaccine delivery.
Exemption from the Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Rules, 2021 was granted as
part of the government's ongoing efforts to expand the reach of drone use in the
country and aid the country's battle against the COVID-19 pandemic.
Earlier this year, 20 consortia were given permission to perform BVLOS (Beyond
Visual Line of Sight) experimental drone flights.
The BVLOS trial will help create a regulatory framework for drone delivery and
other major applications

Paytm Unveiled COVID-19 Vaccine Finder Tool
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The "COVID-19 Vaccine Finder" website, which is available on Paytm's Mini App
store, allows people to check the availability of vaccination slots.
Highlights:
People will be able to verify the availability of vaccination slots for a particular
date by entering various pin codes or district information as well as their age group
(18+ or 45+) on the website.
If the slots are likely to be crowded in the near future, users can opt for real-time
updates from Paytm when a slot becomes available.
The automated process eliminates the time and effort of constantly refreshing the
platform for new slots.
The information is retrieved in real time from the CoWIN API, which allows a
vaccination appointment to be scheduled.
The new functionality will assist users in locating COVID vaccine slots in their
area and setting up notifications when new slots become available.

ISRO Develops 3 Cost-Effective Ventilators and Oxygen Concentrator
The Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) of the Indian Space Research
Organisation has established three separate types of ventilators and an oxygen
concentrator at a time when a shortage of this vital medical equipment caused many
Covid-19 patients across the country to die.
Highlights:
Prana, VaU, and Svasta are the names were given by them based on their designs,
features, and specifications.
Prana is a device that uses automatic compression of an Ambu bag to deliver
respiratory gas to a patient.
Svasta is designed to operate without electricity.
VaU is a low-cost ventilator that is similar to commercially available high-end
ventilators.
All three are user-friendly, completely automated, and equipped with touch-screen
capabilities, as well as meeting all safety requirements.
Shwaas, a portable medical oxygen concentrator, was also developed by the VSSC.
It can provide 10 litres of enriched oxygen per minute, which is enough for two
patients at once.
Shwaas increases the oxygen gas content by selectively removing nitrogen gas
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from ambient air using a process known as Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA),
which is widely used to produce oxygen from air.

The Contradiction Between The Four Factors Behind The Frequent
Earthquakes In Northern Assam
Regular earthquakes in northern Assam's Sonitpur region are caused by four causes,
one of which is an unfamiliar lineament.
Highlights:
Lineament is the linear feature in the landscape, determined by basic geological
structures such as faults.
According to the Geological Survey of India (GSI), the Sonitpur area is located in
a complex triangular area defined by the east-west Atherkhet fault, the northwestsoutheast Kopili fault, and the north-south boundary.
Regular earthquakes have been triggered by the two faults and the lineament, as
well as the convergence of the Indian plate.
After the 6.4 earthquake on April 28 that destroyed many houses, bridges, and a
river embankment, the National Centre of Seismology reported 29 earthquakes in
Sonitpur with magnitudes ranging from 2.6 to 4.7.

DCGI Approved 2-deoxy-D-glucose
The Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) has authorised the anti-COVID drug
2-deoxy-D-glucose for emergency use.
It was established in partnership with Dr Reddy's Laboratories (DRL) in Hyderabad
by the Institute of Nuclear Medicine and Allied Sciences (INMAS), a lab of the
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).
Highlights:
According to clinical trial findings, this molecule aids in the quicker recovery of
hospitalised patients and decreases the need for supplemental oxygen.
In COVID patients, a higher percentage of patients treated with 2-DG converted to
RT-PCR negative.
People who are suffering from COVID-19 will greatly benefit from this drug.
The drugs comes in a powder form in a sachet that must be dissolved in water
before being taken orally.
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It builds up in virus-infected cells and prevents virus replication by stopping viral
transcription and energy production.
This drug is unique because it only accumulates in virally infected cells.

Indian-Origin Expert Elected to National Academy of Sciences - Sankar
Ghosh
Sankar Ghosh, an award-winning Indian-origin immunologist, has been elected to
the prestigious National Academy of Sciences in cognizance of his distinguished
and persevering with achievements in original research. He was among the one
hundred twenty newly elected contributors announced by the Academy.
About the Sankar Ghosh:
Sankar Ghosh is the Silverstein and Hutt Family Professor of Microbiology and
Chair of the Department of Microbiology & Immunology at the Vagelos College of
Physicians and Surgeons at Columbia University.
Sankar is also a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science.
He has a deep pastime in deciphering the complexities of transcriptional legislation
the ways through which a mobile regulates the conversion of DNA to RNA to
higher understand the mechanisms of the immune gadget and the pathological
changes that show up to its pathways in many diseases.
Ghosh and participants of his lab these days uncovered new clues to sepsis that
may also velocity diagnosis.
About the National Academy of Sciences:The Academy is a private, nonprofit
organization that was mounted beneath a Congressional constitution signed with
the aid of President Abraham Lincoln in 1863.

Mayflower 400 - First Unnamed Vessel of the World to Navigate Across
Atlantic
The world's first unmanned ship named Mayflower 400 will sail on the Atlantic
Ocean. It was built by the marine research organization ProMare in cooperation
with IBM. It will begin its transatlantic voyage on May 15, 2021, to track aquatic
mammals, analyze plastics in the water and study marine pollution.
Highlights:
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Mayflower 400 is a fully autonomous ship. This is a trimaran 15 meters long and
weighs 9 tons. It is powered by artificial intelligence and solar energy through solar
panels.
ProMare invested USD 1 million and built this ship globally in the form of
technology represented by India, the United States and Switzerland.
The ship is equipped with a smart captain, six high-tech cameras and radars, and
has received audio data training to avoid collisions, correct course, detect marine
animals and collect information on aquatic animal populations.
The ship can also listen to whales using self-activating hydrophones. Currently, the
ship is skilled to handle 50 meters high waves.
Mayflower four hundred self-sufficient ship gives an edge to the scientists in
exploring the difficult seas as the ship will be unmanned.

Shortage of Anti-Fungal Injection - Amphotericin B
A severe shortage of amphotericin, an anti-fungal injection, and other anti-fungal
drugs used to treat mucormycosis is causing patients further problems.
Mucormycosis is a life-threatening infection that occurs in around 30% of diabetics
after Covid-19.
Highlights:
The injection of Amphotericin B is used to treat severe and potentially fatal fungal
infections.
It belongs to the antifungal drug class.
It functions by inhibiting the growth of infection-causing fungi.
It's usually injected into a vein.
Amphotericin B was isolated from Streptomyces nodosus in 1955, and it was first
used in medicine in 1958.
It is in the Essential Medicines List of the World Health Organization.

Sinopharm COVID-19 Vaccine for Emergency Use
The Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine has been authorised by the WHO for
emergency use and it is the first Chinese vaccine to be approved by the World
Health Organization(WHO).
Highlights:
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It's a two-dose vaccine that's still in use in hundreds of countries around the world.
The vaccines manufactured by Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, J&J, and the
AstraZeneca jab made in India and South Korea have already been designated for
emergency use by the WHO.
Sinopharm vaccine is an inactivated coronavirus vaccine, such as Covaxin
developed by Bharat Biotech India (BBIL) in cooperation with the National
Institute of Virology (NIV).
Inactivated vaccines use heat, chemicals, or radiation to destroy the diseasecarrying virus (in this case, SARS-CoV-2).

Beema Bamboo Oxygen Park - TNAU
With the aid of Beema Bamboo, the Tamil Nadu Agricultural University (TNAU)
in Coimbatore has developed an "oxygen park."
About Beema Bamboo:
Beema or Bheema Bamboo is an excellent clone, selected from Bambusa balcooa,
which is a bamboo species with higher biomass. The bamboo clone has been
developed through conventional breeding methods.
This species is thought to be one of the fastest-growing plants on the planet. Under
tropical conditions, it grows one and a half feet every day.
It is said to be the best "carbon sink" for reducing CO2 emissions.

OSIRIS-REx Mission of NASA
NASA's OSIRIS-REx spacecraft recently departed from the asteroid Bennu and
began its two-year journey back to Earth. OSIRIS-REx is NASA's first mission to
visit, survey, and obtain a sample from a near-Earth asteroid.
Highlights:
It is the US's first asteroid sample return mission, with the aim of collecting and
returning a clean, undamaged sample from an asteroid to Earth for scientific
research.
In 2016, the OSIRIS-REx spacecraft (Origins, Spectral Interpretation, Resource
Identification, Protection, and Regolith Explorer) was launched on its journey to
Bennu.
The mission is a seven-year journey that will be completed when at least 60
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grammes of samples are returned to Earth (in 2023).
According to the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), the
project would return the most extraterrestrial material to Earth since the Apollo era.
Five instruments, including cameras, a spectrometer, and a laser altimeter, are
aboard the spacecraft to explore Bennu.
The spacecraft's robotic arm, the Touch-And-Go Sample Acquisition Mechanism
(TAGSAM), attempted to "TAG" the asteroid at a sample site and obtained a
sample recently.

COVISHIELD - Gap Between Doses Increased
The Indian government widened the gap between the two doses of the
COVISHIELD vaccine. The gap increased from six to eight weeks to twelve to
sixteen weeks. This is the second time in three months, and the difference between
COVISHIELD doses has widened. In March 2021, the Union Territories and State
Governments are required to increase the time interval from 28 days to 6 to 8
weeks.
Highlights:
Based on real-life data from the United Kingdom, the COVID-19 Working Group
suggested to increase the gap.
NEGVAC approved the suggestions (National Expert Group on Vaccine
Administration). The interval between doses is currently four to six weeks.
If the difference between the doses increases, the protective effect of the vaccine
will also increase. In Canada, the interval between doses is three to four months.
A Lancet study showed that if the difference between doses increases from 6
weeks to 8 weeks to 12 weeks to 16 weeks, the protection (efficacy) against
COVID-19 will increase from 55.1% to 81.3%.

Maharashtra Launched Mission Oxygen
Maharashtra's state government launched the "Maharashtra Mission Oxygen." The
state's regular output will be increased to 3,000 tonnes under the mission. The
mission has been given Rs 200 crores by the state government. It will provide
special benefits to private players who agree to serve as oxygen generation units.
Highlights:
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In the next six months, a short-term target of 2,300 metric tonnes per day will be
reached. The mission's expense is expected to be RS 1,100 crores.
Private companies are also expected to participate in the mission.
Each division must build at least one new plant as part of the mission.
The registration fee, stamp duty, electricity duty, and GST will all be waived by
the mission.
In backward Vidarbha and Marathwada, about 150 percent GST will be waived,
while the rest of the state will pay 100 percent.
With the assistance of private players, the state government will construct over 290
Pressure Swing Absorption plants and Liquid Medical Oxygen plants.

First Dose Administered at Rs 995 Sputnik V
On May 14, 2021, Dr Reddy's laboratory announced that it had launched Sputnik V
in India. The vaccine is imported from Russia and distributed by Dr Reddy's
laboratory.
Highlights:
Currently, Sputnik V is the second most expensive COVID-19 vaccine in the
country. The price of a dose of Sputnik V is 995 rupees. The cost of the
COVISHIELD vaccine is 400 rupees per dose. It is reduced to 300 rupees per dose.
It is made locally by the Serum Institute of India.
The state government costs 600 rupees per dose of COVAXIN, while private
hospitals cost 1,200 rupees.
Sputnik V was developed by the Moscow Gamleya Institute of Epidemiology and
Microbiology.
These are two doses of vaccine. However, a single-dose Sputnik V vaccine was
recently produced in Russia. It is called a single light dose of an artificial satellite.
India only manages double-dose Sputnik V.
Although COVISHIELD is weakened by the common cold adenovirus that affects
chimpanzees, Sputnik V was created using a different human adenovirus.
The efficacy of the vaccine is 91%. The first dose of Sputnik V was taken in
Hyderabad.
Dr Reddy's laboratory has received 150,000 doses of Sputnik V from Russia. India
(that is, Dr Reddy) signed an agreement with the Russian Direct Investment Fund
to accept 250 million doses. This is enough to vaccinate 125 million people in the
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country. Russia's RDIF is responsible for signing the agreement for the supply of
satellite V.
The price of the imported vaccine is 948 rupees per dose. However, the cost of the
vaccine has been increased to 995.40 rupees per dose, including 5% GST. Recently,
several state governments have asked for exemption of excise tax on vaccines. In
this regard, the Finance Minister has clearly explained that doing so will increase
vaccine prices.

Blood Moon to be on 26th May
A blood moon occurs when the earth's moon is in a total lunar eclipse. During this
time, the moon looks red or tan. Therefore, it is called the blood moon. The next
blood moon will happen on May 26, 2021. The last blood moon occurred on
January 20-21, 2019.
About the Blood Moon:
Lunar eclipses occur during the full moon day only. During this time, the moon
was completely in the shadow of the earth. At this period, a small part of the
sunlight that reaches the earth at sunrise and sunset falls on the moon. It can be
noticed that the sky is red at sunrise and sunset. This means that during this period,
of all seven VIBGYOR colours in white light, only red reaches the earth. This red
light reflects on the moon, so the moon becomes a blood moon.
All full moons have no lunar eclipses. This is because the plane where the earth
revolves around the sun and the plane where the moon revolves around the earth is
different. Solar eclipses only occur when the planes coincide.
When the sun is positioned on the horizon i.e the imaginary line where the earth
and the sky intersect, the sunlight must travel a longer distance to reach the earth's
surface. This means that during this time of the day, light must encounter more
atmospheric particles. These particles scatter the greatest amount of light. Among
all VIBGYOR colours in the sun, red has the highest wavelength, so it can resist
scattering and manage to reach the earth's surface. Other colours will scatter as they
travel to the earth.

COVAXIN Is Undergoing Clinical Trials In Children
COVAXIN's Phase II/III clinical trial in children aged 2 to 18 years has been
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approved by the DCGI.
Highlights:
The Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) has given permission to Bharat
Biotech Ltd to conduct a Phase II/III clinical trial of Covaxin (COVID vaccine) in
children aged 2 to 18.
In the trial, the vaccine will be given by intramuscular injection twice on day 0 and
day 28.
A total of 525 healthy volunteers will participate in the trial.
The proposal was debated by the Subject Expert Committee (SEC) (COVID-19) in
May 2021 as a fast regulatory response. Following extensive deliberation, the
Committee recommended that permission be granted to perform the planned Phase
II/III clinical trial under certain conditions.

Smokeless Cremation System Developed
The Indian Institute of Technology, Ropar, has produced a prototype of a moveable
electric cremation device that claims to be the world's first smokeless cremation
system despite the use of wood.
Highlights:
It uses half of the wood required for cremation.
Because of the use of combustion air system technology, it is very environmentally
friendly.
It is based on the wick furnace technology, in which the wick will turn yellow
when lighted.
With the aid of a combustion air system mounted over the wicks, this is
transformed into a smokeless blue flame.
The incinerator or cremation device heats up to 1044 degrees Celsius, ensuring full
sterilisation.
Given the current pandemic situation, if this scheme is implemented, it might be
possible to provide respectable cremation to those who cannot bear the financial
burden of arranging wood.
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ENVIRONMENT
Pacific Football Fish Washed Ashore on a California Coast
Recently, the Pacific Football Fish was washed ashore off the coast of California.
Usually found in the deep sea. Black, usually called "monster fish". Because they
live in the deep ocean, it is difficult to find fish near the coast or wash them away in
coastal areas.
Highlights:
The Pacific football fish is 60 cm long. Only female Pacific Football fish have
bioluminescent tips that can be used to hunt prey in the darkness of 3,000 feet of
water. They have large teeth. Their large mouths can swallow prey that is similar to
their body size.
These fish were found in the depths of the ocean. Recently, five deep-sea
expeditions have discovered that even in the Mariana Trench in the Pacific, there
are 11,000 meters of aquatic life. Mariana Trench is recognized as deepest place in
the world. The five deep expedition team explored the deepest part of the world's
five oceans.
Bioluminescence: It is the light produced and emitted by living organisms. It
occurs in vertebrates, invertebrates, bioluminescent bacteria and terrestrial
arthropods.
Generally, this bioluminescence involves a luminescent molecule called luciferin
and an enzyme called luciferase. The enzyme catalyzes the oxidation of luciferin. In
the IUCN Endangered Species List, it is listed as the "lowest concern".
The male teeth bite the female and become "sexual parasites." Eventually, they
merge together (together to form a whole or a whole). This happens to female
animals until there is no other form other than breeding tests.

Report-99 Of 100 Cities with Environmental Risk Are in Asia
Verisk Maplecroft, a private company, discovered that Asian cities are the most
vulnerable to environmental concerns. Natural disasters and air pollution are
examples of this.
Highlights:
Out of 100 most vulnerable cities, 99 are located in Asia.
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Of these 100 countries, about 37 are in China and 43 are in India. China and India
are the world's first and third largest emitters of greenhouse gases.
About 1.5 billion people live in 414 cities around the world, many of whom are at
risk of water scarcity, pollution, natural disasters, extreme heat, and other physical
effects of climate change.
Thirteen of the top twenty riskiest cities are located in India. This was mostly due
to contamination of the air and water.
The riskiest city in the world was Jakarta, which topped the list.
China's flood-prone towns, Dongguan and Guangzhou, topped the list of cities
under pressure from natural disasters. They were followed by Japan's Osaka and
Tokyo. Typhoons and earthquakes are common in Japan's cities.
Lima is the only city outside of Asia to make the list of the world's top 100 riskiest
cities.
Glasgow was named the safest city in the world.

UK Action Plan for Animal Welfare
The United Kingdom launched an Animal Welfare Action Plan.
Highlights:
The Committee of Animal Emotion Experts will report the government's decision.
The sensation is the ability to perceive feelings and feelings.
The plan will ensure that the country's animal welfare standards are not
compromised.
It would improve the well-being of farm animals. This will be accomplished by
prohibiting the sale of live animals.
It also focuses on preventing puppy smuggling and animal theft. This is due to the
fact that the initiative recognises the importance of pets and sports animals in
people's lives.
Wild animal protection will be strengthened as a result of the plan. This can be
accomplished by keeping primates as pets, enhancing their conservation, and
raising Zoo standards.

Cyclone Tauktae Forms in the Arabian Sea
The Tauktae Cyclone is India's first cyclone in 2021. Kerala's government has
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released a "Red Alert" warning.
Cyclone Formation:
The humid, moist air rising from the sea rises. When more air rises, less air is left
behind. This results in a low-pressure zone. There is pressure in this region. The
low-pressure area is pushed into by air from the surrounding areas. This air is now
warmed up and rising. The loop goes on. Warm air rises, cools and condenses to
form clouds. The wind and cloud system as a whole turn and develops. The ocean's
heat and evaporating water help with this.
An eye forms in the centre of the system as it rotates faster and faster. The eye is
relaxed and clear. The system is known as a "Tropical Storm" because it rotates at
63 kilometres per hour. A tropical cyclone or hurricane is described as a wind speed
of 119 kilometres per hour or higher.
Madden Julian Oscillation: It's an oceanic, atmospheric phenomenon that has an
effect on global weather patterns. Every thirty to sixty days, a pulse of clouds,
waves, rainfall, and pressure occurs near the equator. It can be seen from the Pacific
and Indian Oceans.

Indian Researchers Sequence Pangolin Scales
Indian scientists have sequenced 624 pangolin scales, allowing them to differentiate
between Indian and Chinese pangolins.
Highlights:
Despite being classified in Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972,
pangolins are still the most trafficked mammal on the world.
The primary demand for its scales in the production of conventional East Asian
medicines has resulted in a $2.5 billion annual illicit trade.
Researchers from the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), Kolkata, have developed
tools to distinguish between the scales of Indian pangolin (Manis crassicaudata) and
Chinese pangolin (Manis crassicaudata) in order to implement relevant national and
international laws and monitor the species' decline.
They sequenced 624 pangolin scales and compared the sequences to all eight
pangolin species to characterise morphological features and explore genetic
differences between the two species.
The team was able to categorise the two species of Indian and Chinese pangolins
based on their size, shape, weight, and ridge counts on the scales.
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Though the Chinese pangolin is mainly found in Vietnam, Thailand, and
Cambodia, it is also found in the north-eastern part of India
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DEFENCE
Women in the Army - India
The Indian Army inducted its First batch of women military police.
Highlights:
The first batch of 83 female soldiers were commissioned at the Corps of Military
Police Centre and School (CMP C&S) in Bengaluru.
The commandant of CMP C&S congratulated them on completing 61 weeks of
intensive training in areas such as basic military training, provost training, policing
duties, prisoner of war management, ceremonial duties, skill growth, including
driving, vehicle repair, and signal communications.
The commandant expressed his trust that the training they had received and the
high standards they had attained would serve them well in their new units, which
would be stationed across the country in various terrains and operational
conditions.
The commandant also praised the virtues of duty commitment, righteousness, and
selfless service to the country.
Women had previously only served as officers in some branches of the army, and
this is the first time women have been inducted into the non-officer ranks.
These female soldiers will perform tasks that are similar to those performed by
male military police officers.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
First Indian To Win Arab World Nobel Prize - Dr Tahera Qutbuddin
Mumbai born, Dr Tahera Qutbuddin, a professor of Arabic Literature at the
University of Chicago, lately grew to be the first character of Indian-origin to win
the 15th Sheikh Zayed Book Award.
Highlights:
The award is viewed to be the Nobel Prize of the Arab world. She gained the award
for her brand new book, Arabic Oration Art and Function published via Brill
Academic Publishers of Leiden in 2019. In the book, she places forth a
comprehensive principle of Arabic literature in its foundational oral duration dating
the seventh and eighth centuries AD. She discusses its have an impact on on
modern sermons and lectures as well.

IREDA Conferred with Green Urja Award
IRDEA (Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Ltd) has been conferred
with the Green Urja Award for being the Leading Public Institution in the
Financing Institution for Renewable Energy this year by means of the Indian
Chamber of Commerce (ICC).
Highlights:
IREDA gets the award for the pivotal & developmental position it plays in Green
Energy Financing.
Despite the pandemic time, IREDA has ended the year 2020-21 ended on a strong
observe and disbursed the 2nd highest (from the date of inception) quantity of loan
amounting to Rs. 8827 crores, which shows that IREDA has the capability to
translate this trouble into an opportunity.
The award recognises our giant contribution to the improvement of the Renewable
Energy Sector in line with the Hon'ble Prime Minister's imaginative and prescient
of Atma Nirbhar Bharat.

Whitley Awards 2021 was Announced
The Whitley Award is called the "Green Oscar Award." In 2021, Nuklu Phom of
Nagaland won the Whitley Award. He is the only Indian to get the award.
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Highlights:
The Whitley Award is awarded annually by the Whitley Nature Foundation.
Proposed to commend grassroots protection leaders. It involves the reference,
application and interview process.
The Whitley Fund for Nature was established in 1994 by Edward Whitley. So far,
the foundation has donated 16 million pounds to support the work of 200
environmental heroes.
Whitley Fund for Nature: It is committed to finding local conservationists in
resource-poor, biodiversity-rich countries/regions. It supports projects based on
science and community participation. It is also committed to promoting national
and international winners who respond to the challenges facing biodiversity
worldwide. The winner will receive 40,000 pounds.
Nuklu Phom is creating a "biodiversity peace corridor". The main goal of
expanding the Yaongyimchen Community Biodiversity Zone. In addition to
protecting wildlife and environmental protection, he also expanded his work to
health, education and microfinance. He founded the Lemasachenlok Society. It
strives to make locals sensitive to Amur Falcons. It has established three protected
areas to help increase the number of falcons in its habitat. Nuklu Phom is known as
the "Amur Falcon of Nagaland".
Amur falcons breed in northern China and Siberia. In winter, the Amur Falcon
migrates to India and then to Southern Africa through the Arabian Sea. People are
increasingly worried that people have started hunting Amur falcons. In India, more
than 14,000 people are hunted every year. The government announced a ban on the
hunting of Amur falcons. Despite the ban, hunting of Amur falcons is still
increasing. The IUCN listed it as the "least concern".
Nagaland is known as the "Falcon Capital of the World".
Biodiversity Peace Corridor: It contains 16 villages distributed in four regions. It
adopts sustainable land use practices.

World Food Prize Won by Dr Shakuntala Haraksingh
Dr. Shakuntala Haraksingh Thilsted, an Indian-born global nutrition expert, won
the prestigious 2021 World Food Award for her pioneering research in developing
holistic, nutritionally sensitive aquaculture and food system methods.
About the World Food Awards:
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The World Food Award is the most important international honor and aims to
recognize the achievements of individuals who promote human development by
improving the quality, quantity or supply of world food.
Covered fields: any field involving the world's food supply, including plant, animal
and soil science; food science and technology; nutrition, rural development, etc.
Eligibility: It is open to anyone, regardless of race, religion, nationality or political
beliefs. Cash Prize - $250000
The award is awarded by the World Food Prize Foundation, which has more than
80 companies and individuals as donors. Norman E. Borlaug in 1970 won the
Nobel Peace Prize for his work in global agriculture, conceived it.
The World Food Prize was once created in 1986 with sponsorship by General
Foods Corporation. It is additionally known as the Nobel Prize for Food and
Agriculture. M.S. Swaminathan, the father of India's inexperienced revolution, was
the first recipient of this award in 1987.
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SPORTS
Stop Tokyo Olympics Online Campaign
The Stop Tokyo Olympics is an online campaign that is looking to stop the Tokyo
Olympics Games. It has gathered greater than 200,000 signatures within two days
of its launch. However, the organisers of the Olympic Games are to go beforehand
in conducting the games. Pfizer agreed to donate their vaccine to assist inoculate
sportsperson collaborating in the games.
Highlights:
Japan is presently combating in opposition to the fourth wave of COVID-19 with a
sluggish vaccination campaign. The majority of the public are also opposing the
Olympics games that are to be held in Japan in July 2021.
The 2020 Summer Olympics used to be initially deliberate to be held in July 2020.
But used to be postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This is the 2d time
Japan is hosting the Olympics.
Earlier Japan hosted Olympics in 1964. Also, the 2020 Olympics is the 2nd of the
three consecutive Olympics in Asia. The first was once held in South Korea in
2018, the 2d to be held in Japan in 2021 and the 0.33 has been planned to be held in
China in 2022.
The new video games to be added in the 2020 Olympics are BMX, three by using
three basketball and madison cycling. The International Olympics Committee
launched biosecurity protocols for officials, athletes, press and different workforce
in February 2021. The individuals will be requested to use the Exposure
Notification.
Exposure Notification: It is at the beginning regarded as the Preserving Contact
Tracing Project. It is a protocol specification developed by means of Google and
Apple. It affords digital contact tracing for the duration of the COVID-19
pandemic. Digital Contact Tracing is a method of contact tracing based on the
cellular application. It is used to determine the contact between the contaminated
person and a user.
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ARTS & CULTURE
Mongolian Kanjur Culture Ministry
The Culture Ministry will finish reprinting about 100 sets of sacred Mongolian
Kanjur next year for distribution in Mongolia's main Buddhist centres, according to
the Culture Minister.
About Mongolian Kanjur:
It is a 108-volume Buddhist canonical text that is considered Mongolia's most
significant religious text. It serves as a source of cultural identity for Mongolia.
The Mongolian word Kanjur' means Concise Orders,' referring to Lord Buddha's
words in particular.
It is written in classical Mongolian and has been translated from Tibetan.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
India-UK Virtual Summit Strengthens STI Cooperation
In May 2021, the Prime Ministers of India and the United Kingdom met digitally
and reaffirmed their mutual commitment to a stronger partnership in technology,
education, research, and innovation, as well as looking forward to the next
Ministerial Science and Innovation Council (SIC).
Highlights of the summit:
Strengthening the role of women in STEMM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Mathematics and Medicine) is a priority for India and the United Kingdom.
Promote partnerships between industry, academia, and government to encourage
student creativity.
Continue to promote high-quality, high-impact research and innovation through
collaborative processes by building on the two countries' current bilateral research,
science, and innovation infrastructure and governmental relationships.
Form partnerships across government agencies to maximise impact, leverage skills
and networks, and reduce duplication in the science and innovation pipeline, from
basic research to applied and interdisciplinary research, translation, and
commercialization.
In this area, expand existing bilateral collaborations by developing joint centres
and promoting access to state-of-the-art facilities.
Collaborate to share experience and expertise in artificial intelligence, scientific
support for policies and regulatory issues, including ethics, and to foster a science
and innovation dialogue.
Expand programmes like the Fast Track Start-Up Fund to foster innovation-driven,
sustainable growth and employment, as well as technological solutions that support
both countries.

India in Third Arctic Science Ministerial
India participated in the third Arctic Science Ministerial Conference.
Highlights:
The 3rd Arctic Science Ministerial (ASM3), the global forum for addressing
research and collaboration in the Arctic region, is taking place in India.
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The first two meetingsASM1 and ASM2were held in the United States in 2016 and
Germany in 2018, respectively.
ASM3 is the first ministerial meeting in Asia, organised jointly by Iceland and
Japan.
The purpose of the conference is to provide opportunities for various stakeholders
such as academia, indigenous communities, governments and policy makers to
enhance collective understanding of the Arctic region, emphasize and participate in
continuous monitoring, and strengthen observation.
This year's theme is Knowledge for a Sustainable Arctic'.

India-EU Leaders Meeting
On the invitation of the President of the European Council, India's Prime Minister
attended the India-EU Leaders' Meeting.
Highlights:
The meeting was held in a mixed format.
The leaders of all 27 member states of the European Union, the President of the
European Council and the European Commission attended the meeting.
This is the first time that the EU has held an EU+27 meeting with India.
It will continue to build on the momentum in the relationship that has been evident
since the 15th India-EU Summit in July 2020.
The leaders discussed three major topics during the meeting: I foreign policy and
security; ii) COVID-19, climate and environment; and iii) trade, communication,
and technology.

Fourth India-Swiss Financial Dialogue
The 4th India-Switzerland Financial Dialogue was held via video conferencing.
Highlights:
Discussions on working together on a variety of issues, including investments, the
International Financial Services Centre Authority (IFSCA), the National Investment
and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF), FinTech, sustainable finance, and cross-border
financial services.
The G20, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and tax issues resulting from the
digitalisation of the economy, as well as infrastructure funding, were addressed.
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Stressed the importance of coordinated bilateral action for a post-Covid world that
is clean and resilient.

First BRICS Employment Working Group (EWG) Meeting
The first meeting of the BRICS Employment Working Group took place virtually.
India was the host nation. In 2021, India will take over the BRICS presidency.
Highlights:
The member countries addressed fostering social security arrangements among the
BRICS nations, women's participation in the labour force, and labour market
formalisation.
Members of the BRICS countries, as well as representatives from the International
Labour Organization and the International Social Security Agency, attended the
conference..
To resolve the issue of the Social Security Agreement, the members agreed to
engage in dialogue and consultations with one another.
COVID-19 has informalized the labour market, as the countries discussed.
The countries decided to encourage women to serve in active and respectable
employment. They also decided to protect women working in the informal sector
with social security. They also spoke about women's inclusion in the labour force.

Goa Maritime Symposium (GMS) Indian Navy
Under the aegis of the Naval War College in Goa, the Indian Navy hosted
GMS-21.'
Highlights:
Due to the current coronavirus pandemic, the event was held online.
The virtual event was attended by naval delegates from 13 Indian Ocean Littoral
nations, including India, Bangladesh, Comoros, Indonesia, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mauritius, Myanmar, Seychelles, Singapore, Sri Lanka, and Thailand.
The theme of GMS-21 was "Maritime Security and Emerging Non-Traditional
Threats: A Case for a Proactive Role for IOR Navies," with a focus on building
capacity among IOR Navies to deal with emerging common maritime threats.
The symposium will play a constructive role and convene stakeholders who have
played a role in the evolution of strategies, policies and implementation
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mechanisms for issues of common concern in the maritime field.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 10 - May 16, 2021)

SCHEMES
PM-KISAN Eighth Instalment
The eighth instalment of financial benefits under PM-KISAN will be released by
the PM.
Highlights:
The Government of India has launched the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
Yojana as a central sector scheme. This scheme was created to supplement the
income of many small and marginal farmers.
The following are the primary goals of the PM-KISAN scheme:
To provide financial assistance to all landowners and their families who are
eligible.
The PM-KISAN scheme aims to supplement farmers' financial needs in procuring
various inputs to ensure proper crop health and adequate yields, commensurate with
expected farm income.
The scheme is projected to expand PM-coverage KISAN's to about 14.5 crore
people. With an estimated investment of Rs. 87,217.50 crores from the Central
Government, it intends to cover an additional 2 crore farmers.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Padmakumar Nair Appointed As Chief Executive Officer Of National Asset
Reconstruction Company
Padmakumar M Nair has been appointed as the CEO of the proposed National
Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd. Presently Padmakumar is the Chief General
Manager of Stressed Assets Resolution Group at SBI.
National Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd. is a proposed bad financial
institution for taking over the harassed property of lenders and was once introduced
by means of Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in the price range for 2021-22 to
consolidate and take over present confused belongings of lenders and undertake
their resolution.
A bad bank refers to a financial group that takes over the awful belongings of
lenders and undertakes resolution.
National Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd (NARCL) will pay up to 15 per cent
of the agreed fee for the loans in cash and the closing eighty-five per cent would be
government-guaranteed safety receipts.

Martin Griffiths Appointed New UN Humanitarian Chief
Veteran British diplomat Martin Griffiths has been appointed as the new Chief at
the United Nations (UN) Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs office, for a period
of five years. Griffiths will replace Mark Lowcock as the new Under-SecretaryGeneral for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator (USG/ERC)
of OCHA. He is presently serving as the United Nations Special Envoy for Yemen.
About the OCHA:
The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
pursuits to give a boost to the worldwide response to complex emergencies and
herbal disasters. The headquarters of OCHA is based totally in two areas which are
New York and Geneva.

Manisha Kapoor Joins Executive Committee Of ICAS
Manisha Kapoor, the general secretary of the Advertising Standards Council of
India (ASCI), has been named to the International Council for Advertising Self-
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Regulation (ICAS) executive committee.
Highlights:
ASCI was a member of the executive committee for a two-year term until April.
Kapoor will now serve as the committee's chairman until 2023. She will be one of
the executive committee's four global vice presidents. She will promote advertising
self-regulation as the best mechanism for consumer protection, reinforce ICAS as a
global alliance, and encourage knowledge sharing among SROs to develop best
practices and track global trends in the advertising environment that impact selfregulation in her role as a member of the ICAS leadership team. She'll also
collaborate with both existing and new digital channels to make the online world
more accessible and equitable for customers.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Day of Argania is on 10th May
In 2021, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) proclaimed 10 May the
International Day of Argania. The resolution, submitted by Morocco, was once cosponsored through 113 member states of the United Nations and adopted by using
consensus. The argan tree with a name of Argania Spinosa is a native species of the
sub-Saharan place of Morocco, in the southwest of the country, which grows in arid
and semiarid areas.
Highlights:
The argan tree is generally a multipurpose tree that helps income generation,
increases resilience and improves climate adaptation, enjoying a very necessary
position in achieving the three dimensions of sustainable improvement economic,
social & environmental at the local level.
The sustainable argan production region contributes to the financial empowerment
and economic inclusion of neighborhood communities, particularly girls living in
rural areas. Cooperatives are instrumental in merchandising local job possibilities
and can play an important function in contributing to food safety and in eradicating
poverty.
In 1998, the United Nations Educational Scientific & Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) detailed the endemic production region as the Arganeraie Biosphere
Reserve.
Also, all knowledge regarding the argan tree was inscribed on the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2014.
In December 2018, Food and Agricultural Organisation recognized the Arganbased agro-sylvo-pastoral machine as a Globally Important Agricultural Heritage
System inside the location of Ait Souab Ait Mansour in Morocco.
And finally, in 2021, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 10 May the
International Day of Argania.

National Technology Day is Designated on 11th May
In India, National Technology Day is celebrated on 11 May across India. This day
marks the efficaciously examined Shakti-I nuclear missile at the Pokhran Test
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Range of the Indian Army in Rajasthan. Technology day will be focusing on
rebooting the financial system via Science and Technology. It also highlights the
achievements of our scientists and engineers in the area of science and technology
and encourages students to include Science as a career option.
Highlights:
Every year, National Technology Day is celebrated across India on 11 May to
memorize the anniversary of Shakti, the Pokhran nuclear check held on 11 May
1998. Shakti also is aware of as the Pokhran Nuclear Test was once the first nuclear
check code-named Smiling Buddha' used to be carried out in May 1974.
The second take look at was then performed as Pokhran II which used to be a
series of 5 tests of nuclear bomb explosions carried out by means of India at the
Pokhran Test Range of the Indian Army in May 1998. This operation administered
by late president and aerospace engineer Dr APJ Abdul Kalam. All these nuclear
checks advanced various sanctions in opposition to India by way of many
predominant countries, together with the United States and Japan. After the test,
India becomes a nuclear state for that reason making it the sixth united states of
America in the world that has joined the nations nuclear club.

International Nurses Day is on 12th May
International Nurse Day is celebrated worldwide on 12th May each and every year.
This day is located to commemorate the delivery anniversary of Florence
Nightingale. She used to be also regarded as Lady with the Lamp. She used to be
the founder of current nursing and was once a British social reformer and
statistician.
Theme - Nurses: A Voice to Lead A vision for future healthcare'
Florence Nightingale was put in cost of nursing British and allied troopers in
Turkey at some stage in the Crimean War. She is famous for establishing the
Nightingale Nursing School, at St. Thomas' Hospital in London (opened 1860) in
order to formalize nursing education. She was the first female awarded the Order of
Merit (1907).

International Day of Families 15th May
Every year, May 15th is International Family Day. In 1993, the General Assembly
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decided to designate May 15 every year as the "International Day of the Family."
Since 1994, May 15 is observed as Family Day.
About the day:
This day provides an opportunity to increase people's awareness of family-related
issues and increase their understanding of the social, economic & demographic
processes that affect families. The year 2020 marks the 25th anniversary year of the
Copenhagen Declaration, and the Beijing Platform for Action coincides with one of
the most challenging global health and social crises, the 2020 COVID-19
pandemic. The pandemic has become the focus of attention, investing in social
policies that protect the most vulnerable individuals and families.
Theme 2021: Families and New Technologies
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BOOKS & AUTHORS
Shakoor Rather Wrote A Book Called Life In The Clock Tower Valley
Shakoor Rather, a journalist for the Press Trust of India (PTI), has written his first
novel, "Life in the Clock Tower Valley."
Highlights:
The book, published by "Speaking Tiger", tells the primitive past of Kashmir, the
painful present and the eternally uncertain future.
It also contains historical and political knowledge about Kashmir, as well as rarely
discussed environmental issues.
Apart from discussing various aspects of life in the Valley, the author goes into
great detail on how different characters appear in its streets during different
seasons: life-size scarecrows during summers to frighten the unrelenting birds
flying over the paddy fields, and the ceremonial snowmen that thrill the
neighbourhood children celebrating the much-anticipated snowfall.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) and the Qatar
Financial Centre Authority (QFCA) have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding
The signing of an MoU between the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI) and the Qatar Financial Centre Authority (QFCA) has been approved by the
Union Cabinet.
Highlights:
The MoU will reinforce collaboration between the Institutes in order to strengthen
Qatar's accounting profession and entrepreneurial base.
The ICAI has an active Chapter in Doha, Qatar, which was established in 1981 and
is the oldest of the ICAI's 36 international Chapters.
The ICAI Chapter in Qatar (Doha) is one of the most active.
About Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI)
Under The Chartered Accountants Act, 1949 it was established as statutory body.
Objective: To govern the Chartered Accountancy profession in India.
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INDEX / LIST
India Largest Recipient Of Remittances In 2020 World Bank Report
India was the biggest recipient of remittances in 2020, as per the report, Migration
and Development Brief released with the aid of the World Bank.
Highlights:
India has been the largest recipient of remittances because 2008. However, the
remittance acquired via India in 2020 was over USD eighty-three billion, which is a
drop of 0.2 % from 2019 (USD 83.3 billion). Globally, the remittance drift used to
be USD 540 billion in 2020, which is 1.9% decrease as in contrast to that of 2019,
when it was USD 548 billion.
The pinnacle 5 remittance recipient nations in 2020, in present day US greenback
terms, have been India, China, Mexico, the Philippines, and Egypt.
The pinnacle five recipients in 2020, as a share of gross domestic product (GDP),
were, by way of contrast, smaller economies: Tonga, Lebanon, Kyrgyz Republic,
Tajikistan, and El Salvador.
The greatest remittance-sending country in 2020 used to be United States (USD68
billion).
It was once followed by using the UAE (USD43 billion), Saudi Arabia (USD34.5
billion), Switzerland (USD27.9 billion), Germany (USD22 billion), and China
(USD18 billion).
From India, the Remittances outflow in 2020 was once USD 7 billion, towards
USD 7.5 billion in 2019.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) The SpaceX SN8 rocket launched in ____________.
A.December 2020
B.November 2020
C.September 2020
D.October 2020

Answer A
Explanation The SpaceX SN8 rocket launched in December 2020 exploded because the engine
failed to decelerate the rocket after it flipped and started to descend towards the earth. The
pressure in the fuel tank is very low, which increases the landing speed and causes the rocket to
explode.

2) Russia celebrates Victory Day on ____________ to commemorate the
German surrender in World War II.
A.May 09
B.Mar 10
C.Aug 20
D.Apr 21

Answer A
Explanation Russia celebrates Victory Day to commemorate the German surrender in World
War II. On May 9, 2021, Russia ushered in the 76th anniversary of victory in World War II.

3) Russia celebrates Victory Day on ____________ to commemorate the
German surrender in World War II.
A.May 09
B.Mar 10
C.Aug 20
D.Apr 21

Answer A
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Explanation Russia celebrates Victory Day to commemorate the German surrender in World
War II. On May 9, 2021, Russia ushered in the 76th anniversary of victory in World War II.

4) Co-WIN is a platform designed for ____________.
A.Vaccination Programme
B.Education
C.Medical Consultation
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The software of Co-WIN App (also called Covid Vaccine Intelligence Network)
was upgraded to improve monitoring and managing of the ongoing Covid-19 Vaccination
programme.

5) Sputnik V vaccine is developed by ______________.
A.Russia
B.China
C.Japan
D.USA

Answer A
Explanation Sputnik V vaccine developed by way of Russia is a two-dose vaccine. The special
function of the vaccine is that the first and 2nd dose is unique from each other. In Sputnik Light a
single dose is sufficient.

6) When did Space Shuttle Columbia made a re-entry in the populated areas
of the US?
A.2001
B.2003
C.2005
D.2007

Answer B
Explanation The Salyut 7 house station of the Soviet Union was yet some other big re-entry that
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came about in 1991. In 2003, the Space Shuttle Columbia made a re-entry in the populated areas
of the US. The Indian born Astronaut Kalpana Chawla passed away in this disaster. NASA
launched a spacecraft named after Kalpana Chawla. In 1979, the Skylab of the US made a reentry.

7) In 1964, Which of the following country hosted Summer Olympics?
A.Japan
B.India
C.USA
D.UK

Answer A
Explanation Earlier Japan hosted Olympics in 1964. Also, the 2020 Olympics is the 2nd of the
three consecutive Olympics in Asia. The first was once held in South Korea in 2018, the 2d to be
held in Japan in 2021 and the 0.33 has been planned to be held in China in 2022.

8) Which of the following herbs found in Kabasura Kudineer?
A.Cloves
B.Dried Ginger
C.Kadukkai
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Kabasura Kudineer is a Siddha practitioner's traditional formulation for treating
common respiratory health.It's a herbal concoction made up of dried ginger, pippali, clove,
cirukancori root, mulli root, kadukkai, ajwain, and a variety of other herbs.

9) BLVOS Stands for ____________.
A.Beyond Visual Line of Sight
B.Beyond Vision Line of Sight
C.Beyond Visual Light of Sight
D.Blind - Visual Line of Sight

Answer A
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Explanation BVLOS (Beyond Visual Line of Sight) is a term relating to the operation of UAVs
(unmanned aerial vehicles) and drones at distances outside the normal visible range of the pilot.
BVLOS drone operations provide numerous advantages over regular line-of-sight flying.

10) When was National Financial Reporting Authority came into existence?
A.Oct 2014
B.Oct 2018
C.Nov 2013
D.Nov 2018

Answer B
Explanation National Financial Reporting Authority is an independent regulator to oversee the
auditing profession and accounting standards in India under Companies Act 2013. It came into
existence in October 2018. The Centre has appointed former IAS officer Rangachari Sridharan as
chairperson of NFRA.

11) In which year did e-Sanjeevani OPD launched?
A.Nov 2016
B.Nov 2019
C.Oct 2020
D.Nov 2020

Answer B
Explanation The eSanjeevani AB-HWC was launched by the health ministry in November 2019
and it is to be implemented at 1,55,000 Health and Wellness Centres in conjunction with
identified medical college hospitals under the central government's Ayushman Bharat scheme by
December 2022.

12) Where is the headquarters of Space X?
A.UK
B.USA
C.China
D.Russia

Answer B
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Explanation Space Exploration Technologies Corp. is an American aerospace manufacturer and
space transportation services company headquartered in Hawthorne, California. SpaceX was
founded in 2002 by Elon Musk with the goal of reducing space transportation costs to enable the
colonization of Mars.

13) From When Red Square has been a UNESCO World Heritage Site?
A.1990
B.1995
C.2000
D.2005

Answer A
Explanation A military parade was held on the Red Square located in Moscow. Since 1995, a
parade will be held on May 9th every year. The parade is called the Moscow Victory Day
Parade.After the disintegration of the Soviet Union in 1991, the Victory Day parade became an
annual event. Since 1990, Red Square has been a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

14) When is International Day of Argania observed?
A.May 10
B.May 11
C.May 12
D.May 13

Answer A
Explanation In 2021, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) proclaimed 10 May the
International Day of Argania. The resolution, submitted by Morocco, was once co-sponsored
through 113 member states of the United Nations and adopted by using consensus. The argan tree
with a name of Argania Spinosa is a native species of the sub-Saharan place of Morocco.

15) When is International Nurses Day observed?
A.May 10
B.May 11
C.May 12
D.May 13
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Answer C
Explanation International Nurse Day is celebrated worldwide on 12th May each and every year.
This day is located to commemorate the delivery anniversary of Florence Nightingale. She used
to be also regarded as Lady with the Lamp.

16) When is National Technology Day observed?
A.May 10
B.May 11
C.May 12
D.May 13

Answer B
Explanation In India, National Technology Day is celebrated on 11 May across India. This day
marks the efficaciously examined Shakti-I nuclear missile at the Pokhran Test Range of Indian
Army in Rajasthan. Technology day will be focusing on rebooting the financial system via
Science and Technology.

17) When is National Science day is celebrated?
A.Feb 28
B.Jan 8
C.May 11
D.May 12

Answer A
Explanation National Science Day is celebrated in India on 28 February each year to mark the
discovery of the Raman effect by Indian physicist Sir C. V. Raman on 28 February 1928. For his
discovery, Sir C.V. Raman was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1930.

18) Where is the headquarters of Paytm?
A.Noida
B.Chennai
C.Bangalore
D.Mumbai
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Answer A
Explanation One97 Communications Limited that owns the brand Paytm is founded by Vijay
Shekhar Sharma and is headquartered in Noida, Uttar Pradesh.

19) DCGI is _____________.
A.Drugs Controller General of India
B.Defence Controller General of India
C.Direct Controller General of India
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Drugs Controller General of India is the head of department of the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organization of the Government of India responsible for approval of licences of
specified categories of drugs such as blood and blood products, IV fluids, vaccines, and sera in
India.

20) When was Industrial Development Bank of India established?
A.1946
B.1964
C.1960
D.1987

Answer B
Explanation Industrial Development Bank of India was established in 1964 by an act to provide
credit and other financial facilities for the development of the fledgling Indian industry. It is a
development finance institution and a subsidiary of Life Insurance Corporation.

21) Who is the chairperson of NITI Aayog?
A.Prime Minister
B.President
C.Finance Minister
D.Health Minister
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Answer A
Explanation The NITI Aayog is a public policy think tank of the Government of India,
established with the aim to achieve sustainable development goals with cooperative federalism by
fostering the involvement of State Governments of India in the economic policy-making process
using a bottom-up approach.

22) Which of the following is not the reason to induce as earthquake?
A.Reemergence of old fractures in the craton.
B.Small plates frequent interaction in Mediterranean Sea region.
C.Human induced deep sea mining and nuclear testing.
D.All the above can be probable reason to induce quakes.

Answer D
Explanation Mostly earthquakes are caused due to plate boundary interactions like compressive,
divergent and transverse boundary.The release of energy occurs along a fault. A fault is a sharp
break in the crustal rocks. Rocks along a fault tend to move in opposite directions. As a result, the
blocks get deformed and eventually, they slide past one another abruptly. This causes a release of
energy, and the energy wave travel in all directions.Earthquake-like seismic waves can also be
caused by explosions underground. These explosions may be set off to break rock while making
tunnels for roads, railroads, subways, or mines. The largest underground explosions, from tests of
nuclear warheads (bombs), can create seismic waves very much like large earthquakes.

23) Which is the capital city of South Sudan?
A.Juba
B.Yei
C.Bor
D.Renk

Answer A
Explanation On 9 July 2011, South Sudan became the 54th independent country in Africa and
since 14 July 2011, South Sudan is the 193rd member of the United Nations.

24) Which of the following tools can be used by RBI to control inflation? (1)
Reduction in Bank Rate (2) Reduction in Reverse Repo Rate (3) Increase in
Cash Reserve Ratio (4) Increase in Statutory Liquidity Rate
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A.1, 2 and 4 only
B.1 and 3 only
C.3 and 4 only
D.All of these

Answer C
Explanation Increase in Cash Reserve Ratio or increase in Statutory Liquidity Rate will reduce
the money supply in the market which will result in lowering down inflation rate.

25) Shwaas, a portable medical oxygen concentrator which can provide
____________ of enriched oxygen per minute
A.10 litres
B.12 litres
C.14 litres
D.11 litres

Answer A
Explanation Shwaas, a portable medical oxygen concentrator, was also developed by the VSSC.
It can provide 10 litres of enriched oxygen per minute, which is enough for two patients at
once.Shwaas increases the oxygen gas content by selectively removing nitrogen gas from ambient
air using a process known as Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA), which is widely used to produce
oxygen from air.

26) Shakoor Rather is a journalist from ____________.
A.India
B.UK
C.USA
D.Sri Lanka

Answer A
Explanation Shakoor Rather, a journalist for the Press Trust of India (PTI), has written his first
novel, "Life in the Clock Tower Valley."

27) When was CBSE founded?
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A.November 1962
B.November 1965
C.November 1968
D.November 1971

Answer A
Explanation CBSE Chairman: Manoj Ahuja;CBSE Head Office: Delhi;CBSE Founded: 3
November 1962.

28) The book Arabic Oration Art and Function published in _____________.
A.2020
B.2015
C.2019
D.2021

Answer C
Explanation The award is viewed to be the Nobel Prize of the Arab world. She gained the award
for her brand new book, Arabic Oration Art and Function published via Brill Academic
Publishers of Leiden in 2019.

29) When was National Academy of Sciences founded?
A.1863
B.1895
C.1896
D.1978

Answer A
Explanation The National Academy of Sciences is a United States nonprofit, non-governmental
organization. NAS is part of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine,
along with the National Academy of Engineering and the National Academy of Medicine.

30) Where is the Nightingale Nursing School opened by Florence Nightingale?
A.Paris
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B.New York
C.London
D.Geneva

Answer C
Explanation Florence Nightingale was put in cost of nursing British and allied troopers in
Turkey at some stage in the Crimean War. She is famous for establishing the Nightingale Nursing
School, at St. Thomas Hospital in London.

31) When did Food and Agricultural Organisation recognized the Arganbased agro-sylvo-pastoral machine as a Globally Important Agricultural
Heritage System?
A.2018
B.2019
C.2020
D.2021

Answer A
Explanation In December 2018, Food and Agricultural Organisation recognized the Argan-based
agro-sylvo-pastoral machine as a Globally Important Agricultural Heritage System inside the
location of Ait Souab Ait Mansour in Morocco.

32) Where is the headquarters of National Academy of Sciences?
A.Paris
B.New York
C.Washington DC
D.London

Answer C
Explanation The National Academy of Sciences is a United States nonprofit, non-governmental
organization. NAS is part of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine,
along with the National Academy of Engineering and the National Academy of Medicine.

33) Dost For Life App Launched by _____________.
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A.UPSC
B.CBSE
C.NCERT
D.ICSC

Answer B
Explanation CBSE (Central Board of Secondary Education) launched a new mobile app for
students and parents. The new app Dost for Life is an special psychological counselling app for
college students and dad and mom of CBSE-affiliated schools. The new App will simultaneously
cater to college students and mother and father from CBSE-affiliated colleges in specific
geographies across the world.

34) Who is the Chief Executive Officer of IBM in 2010?
A.Arvind Krishna
B.Ginni Rometty
C.Samuel J. Palmisano
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation Samuel J. "Sam" Palmisano (born July 29, 1951) is a former president and the
eighth chief executive officer of IBM until January 2012. He also served as Chairman of the
company until October 1, 2012.

35) When was Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Ltd (IREDA)
founded?
A.11 March 1987
B.11 March 1995
C.11 March 1985
D.11 March 1982

Answer A
Explanation Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited (IREDA) was established
on 11th March, 1987 as a Public limited Government Company under the Companies Act, 1956
and it promotes, develops and extends financial assistance for Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency/Conservation Projects.
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36) Where is the headquarters of IBM?
A.UK
B.USA
C.China
D.Russia

Answer B
Explanation International Business Machines Corporation is an American multinational
technology company headquartered in Armonk, New York, with operations in over 170 countries.

37) Where is the headquarters of Indian Renewable Energy Development
Agency Ltd?
A.Kolkata
B.Chennai
C.New Delhi
D.Bangalore

Answer B
Explanation Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited (IREDA) was established
on 11th March, 1987 as a Public limited Government Company under the Companies Act, 1956
and it promotes, develops and extends financial assistance for Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency/Conservation Projects.

38) When was Jal Jeevan mission launched?
A.August 2019
B.June 2019
C.March 2019
D.April 2019

Answer A
Explanation Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM): It is a flagship programme of the Union Government. It
was once introduced in August 2019. It targets to supply a faucet water connection to each and
every rural household of the country by 2024.
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39) Who is the Chief Minister of Delhi?
A.Arvind Kejriwal
B.Sahib Singh Verma
C.Sushma Swaraj
D.Sheila Dikshit

Answer A
Explanation Delhi Police has launched a helpline variety for senior residents who are struggling
with their essential needs amid Covid-19. District Police of the national capital (Delhi) has
launched a COVI Van Helpline (012- 26241077) for senior citizens of the district in the
neighbourhood amid the coronavirus situation here.

40) Puducherry is the _____________ State/UT to provide assured tap water
supply to every rural home under Jal Jeevan Mission.
A.4th
B.5th
C.6th
D.7th

Answer A
Explanation Goa, Telangana and Andaman & Nicobar Islands have provided tap water supply to
every rural home under Jal Jeevan Mission. So, Puducherry is the fourth State/UT to provide
assured tap water supply to every rural home under Jal Jeevan Mission.

41) Who is Lieutenant Governor of Delhi in 2021?
A.Banwari Lal Joshi
B.Tejendra Khanna
C.Najeeb Jung
D.Anil Baijal

Answer D
Explanation Delhi Police has launched a helpline number for senior citizens who are struggling
with their essential needs amid Covid-19. South District Police of the national capital has
launched a COVI Van Helpline (012- 26241077) for senior citizens in the neighbourhood amid
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the coronavirus situation here.

42) Where is Integrated Headquarters of Ministry of Defence?
A.New Delhi
B.Chennai
C.Kolkata
D.Bangalore

Answer A
Explanation Lt Gen Amardeep Singh Bhinder takes over as chief of South Western Command.
He was the deputy chief of Army staff (IS&C) at the Integrated Headquarters of Ministry of
Defence (Army) in New Delhi prior to taking over the reins of Sapta Shakti Command.

43) Who is the Chief Minister of Puducherry in 2021?
A.N Rangasamy
B.V. Narayanasamy
C.V. Vaithilingam
D.Vacant

Answer A
Explanation The Chief Minister of the Union Territory of Puducherry is the Chief Minister of
the Indian union territory of Puducherry. He is elected by the people of the union territory,
appointed by the President of India[2] and sworn-in by the Lieutenant Governor of Puducherry.
The longest serving chief minister and current incumbent of Puducherry is N. Rangasamy of over
12 years period from 2001 to 2008 (Indian National Congress) and from 2011 to 2016 (All India
N.R. Congress) and from 2021

44) Jana Small Finance Bank Headquarters is in ____________.
A.Bangalore
B.Chennai
C.Kolkata
D.Delhi

Answer A
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Explanation The tagline of Jana Small Finance Bank: Paise Ki Kadar;MD and CEO of Jana
Small Finance Bank: Ajay Kanwal;Jana Small Finance Bank Founded: 24 July 2006;Jana Small
Finance Bank Headquarters Location: Bengaluru.

45) Amphotericin B was isolated from Streptomyces nodosus in
_____________.
A.1955
B.1956
C.1985
D.1975

Answer A
Explanation Amphotericin B was isolated from Streptomyces nodosus in 1955, and it was first
used in medicine in 1958.It is in the Essential Medicines List of the World Health Organization.

46) Sinopharm COVID-19 Vaccine is from ____________.
A.China
B.Russia
C.Japan
D.USA

Answer A
Explanation The Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine has been authorised by the WHO for
emergency use and it is the first Chinese vaccine to be approved by the World Health
Organization(WHO).

47) Jana Small Finance Bank was Founded in _____________.
A.24 July 2006
B.24 July 2005
C.24 July 2004
D.24 July 2003

Answer A
Explanation The tagline of Jana Small Finance Bank: Paise Ki Kadar;MD and CEO of Jana
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Small Finance Bank: Ajay Kanwal;Jana Small Finance Bank Founded: 24 July 2006;Jana Small
Finance Bank Headquarters Location: Bengaluru.

48) HakkiPikki Tribe were from _____________.
A.Kerala
B.Karnataka
C.Gujarat
D.Telangana

Answer B
Explanation The Gujrathioa, Kaliwala, Mewara, and Panwara clans of the HakkiPikki tribes are
semi-nomadic tribal people. They speak a variety of south Indian languages, including Kannada,
Tamil, Telugu, and Malayalam, as well as Vagribooli, a Guajarati-like language.

49) The Indian Forest Act 1927 was amended in _____________ to remove
bamboo for the category of trees.
A.2017
B.2015
C.2013
D.2011

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Forest Act 1927 was amended in 2017 to remove bamboo for the
category of trees.As a result, anyone can undertake cultivation and business in bamboo and its
products without the need of a felling and transit permission.

50) When was European Council Founded?
A.9 December 1974
B.11 December 1974
C.9 December 1976
D.11 December 1976

Answer A
Explanation European Council Founded: 9 December 1974;European Union Headquarters

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 10 - May 16, 2021)

location: Brussels, Belgium;European Union Founded: 1 November 1993.

51) When was Whitley Fund for Nature established?
A.1994
B.1998
C.1996
D.1992

Answer A
Explanation The Whitley Award is awarded annually by the Whitley Nature Foundation.
Proposed to commend grassroots protection leaders. It involves the reference, application and
interview process.The Whitley Fund for Nature was established in 1994 by Edward Whitley. So
far, the foundation has donated 16 million pounds to support the work of 200 environmental
heroes.

52) What is the IUCN Status of Pacific Football Fish?
A.Least Concern
B.Endangered
C.Critically Endangered
D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation Bioluminescence: It is the light produced and emitted by living organisms. It occurs
in vertebrates, invertebrates, bioluminescent bacteria and terrestrial arthropods.Generally, this
bioluminescence involves a luminescent molecule called luciferin and an enzyme called
luciferase. The enzyme catalyzes the oxidation of luciferin. In the IUCN Endangered Species
List, it is listed as the "least concern".

53) World Food Prize was created in ____________.
A.1986
B.1968
C.1985
D.1955

Answer A
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Explanation The World Food Prize was once created in 1986 with sponsorship by General Foods
Corporation. It is additionally known as the Nobel Prize for Food and Agriculture. M.S.
Swaminathan, the father of Indias inexperienced revolution, was the first recipient of this award
in 1987

54) Whitley Award is called the ______________.
A.Green Oscar Award
B.Blue Oscar Award
C.Red Oscar Award
D.Yellow Oscar Award

Answer A
Explanation The Whitley Award is called the "Green Oscar Award." In 2021, Nuklu Phom of
Nagaland won the Whitley Award. He is the only Indian to get the award.

55) The Maharashtra State Government has allocated ____________ to the
mission oxygen.
A.Rs 150 crores
B.Rs 200 crores
C.Rs 100 crores
D.Rs 250 crores

Answer B
Explanation Maharashtra's state government launched the "Maharashtra Mission Oxygen." The
state's regular output will be increased to 3,000 tonnes under the mission. The mission has been
given Rs 200 crores by the state government. It will provide special benefits to private players
who agree to serve as oxygen generation units.

56) The UK is to implement Ivory Act in _____________ to ban the trade on
elephant ivory.
A.2021
B.2018
C.2015
D.2013

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 10 - May 16, 2021)

Answer A
Explanation The UK is to implement Ivory Act in 2021 to ban the trade on elephant ivory. An
Expert Committee on Animal Sentience will report on Government decisions. Sentience is the
capacity to be aware of sensations and feelings.The plan will make sure that the animal welfare
standards in the country are not compromised.

57) What percentage of India is vaccinated?
A.1.8
B.0.2
C.0.8
D.0.6

Answer A
Explanation India has fully vaccinated only 1.8% of its 1.38 billion population till April 2021,
while the US has already vaccinated near 30% of its population.

58) Which of the following city is recognized as Safest city in the world?
A.Lima
B.Glasgow
C.Osaka
D.Tokyo

Answer B
Explanation China's flood-prone towns, Dongguan and Guangzhou, topped the list of cities
under pressure from natural disasters. They were followed by Japan's Osaka and Tokyo.
Typhoons and earthquakes are common in Japan's cities.Lima is the only city outside of Asia to
make the list of the world's top 100 riskiest cities.Glasgow was named the safest city in the world.

59) When was first BRICS summit held?
A.2008
B.2009
C.2010
D.2011
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Answer B
Explanation The first BRIC Summit took place in 2009 in the Russian Federation and focused
on issues such as reform of the global financial architecture.South Africa was invited to join
BRIC in December 2010, after which the group adopted the acronym BRICS. South Africa
subsequently attended the Third BRICS Summit in Sanya, China, in March 2011.

60) When was Sino-Indian War happened?
A.1950
B.1952
C.1960
D.1962

Answer D
Explanation The Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) is Indias primary border patrol organization
with its border with Chinas Tibet Autonomous Region. It was raised in 1962 in the wake of the
Sino-Indian War of 1962.The Indo-Tibetan Border Police Force Act, 1992 provides for the
constitution and regulation of the ITBP for ensuring the security of the borders of India and for
matters connected therewith.

61) When was Institute of Chartered Accountants of India established?
A.1965
B.1946
C.1943
D.1949

Answer D
Explanation A statutory body established by an Act of Parliament, viz. The Chartered
Accountants Act, 1949. It was established in 1949. Mandate: Regulating the profession of
Chartered Accountancy in the country; Formulation of Accounting Standards; and Prescription of
Standard Auditing Procedures.Parent Body: It functions under the administrative control of the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Government of India. The affairs of the ICAI are managed by a
Council which constitutes of 40 members of whom 32 are elected by the Chartered Accountants
and remaining 8 are nominated by the Central Government.

62) Great Nicobar Island is ____________ of Sumatra Island
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A.North
B.South
C.East
D.West

Answer A
Explanation Great Nicobar is the southernmost and largest of the Nicobar Islands of India, north
of Sumatra. The island of Sumatra is located 180 km (110 mi) to the south of Great Nicobar.

63) When was United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs established?
A.Dec 1990
B.Nov 1991
C.Dec 1991
D.Nov 1990

Answer C
Explanation The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs is a United
Nations body established in December 1991 by the General Assembly to strengthen the
international response to complex emergencies and natural disasters.

64) Norman E. Borlaug in ____________ won the Nobel Peace Prize for his
work in global agriculture.
A.1970
B.1950
C.1960
D.1948

Answer A
Explanation The award is awarded by the World Food Prize Foundation, which has more than
80 companies and individuals as donors. Norman E. Borlaug in 1970 won the Nobel Peace Prize
for his work in global agriculture, conceived it.

65) In which field the Whitley Award is given?
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A.grassroots conservation
B.global agriculture
C.science and technology
D.rural development

Answer A
Explanation The Whitley Awards are held annually by the Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN) to
recognise and celebrate effective grassroots conservation leaders across the Global South.

66) The Pacific football fish is ___________ cm long.
A.60
B.50
C.70
D.80

Answer A
Explanation The Pacific football fish is 60 cm long. Only female Pacific Football fish have
bioluminescent tips that can be used to hunt prey in the darkness of 3,000 feet of water. They
have large teeth. Their large mouths can swallow prey that is similar to their body size.

67) When did M.S. Swaminathan won World Food Prize?
A.1985
B.1987
C.1997
D.1986

Answer B
Explanation The World Food Prize was once created in 1986 with sponsorship by General Foods
Corporation. It is additionally known as the Nobel Prize for Food and Agriculture. M.S.
Swaminathan, the father of Indias inexperienced revolution, was the first recipient of this award
in 1987.

68) Falcon Capital of the World is _____________.
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A.Nagaland
B.Tripura
C.Mizoram
D.Assam

Answer A
Explanation The government announced a ban on the hunting of Amur falcons. Despite the ban,
hunting of Amur falcons is still increasing. The IUCN listed it as the "least concern".Nagaland is
known as the "Falcon Capital of the World".Biodiversity Peace Corridor: It contains 16 villages
distributed in four regions. It adopts sustainable land use practices.

69) Which of the following is deepest place on the earth?
A.Marina Trench
B.Sunda Trench
C.Puerto Rico Trench
D.South Sandwich Trench

Answer A
Explanation The Mariana Trench, in the Pacific Ocean, is the deepest location on Earth.
According to the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), the United States has jurisdiction over the
trench and its resources. Scientists use a variety of technologies to overcome the challenges of
deep-sea exploration and explore the Trench.

70) The headquarters of OCHA is based totally in two areas which are New
York and ____________.
A.Geneva
B.Paris
C.London
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
pursuits to give a boost to the worldwide response to complex emergencies and herbal disasters.
The headquarters of OCHA is based totally in two areas which are New York and Geneva.
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71) Where is the headquarters of Eroute Technologies?
A.Karnataka
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Kerala

Answer A
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has granted authorisation to Eroute Technologies
to operate as a prepaid payment instruments (PPI) company.Eroute Technologies MD & CEO:
Sanjeev Pandey;Eroute Technologies Headquarters: Noida, Uttar Pradesh.

72) When was International Day of Families observed?
A.May 15
B.May 10
C.May 20
D.May 02

Answer A
Explanation Every year, May 15th is International Family Day. In 1993, the General Assembly
decided to designate May 15 every year as the "International Day of the Family." Since 1994,
May 15 is observed as Family Day.

73) Sputnik V is imported from _____________.
A.Russia
B.China
C.Japan
D.USA

Answer A
Explanation On May 14, 2021, Dr Reddy's laboratory announced that it had launched Sputnik V
in India. The vaccine is imported from Russia and distributed by Dr Reddy's laboratory.

74) During lunar eclipse, the visible red colour is because of _______________.
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A.Dust in space
B.Dust in moons atmosphere
C.Dust in earths atmosphere
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation Due to dust in earths atmosphere during lunar eclipse red colour is seen. When the
sun is positioned on the horizon i.e the imaginary line where the earth and the sky intersect, the
sunlight must travel a longer distance to reach the earth's surface. This means that during this
time of the day, light must encounter more atmospheric particles. These particles scatter the
greatest amount of light.

75) In which of the following parts of tropical cyclone wind speed attains
maximum value which is typically 15 to 30 Km from the centre of the storm?
A.Eye
B.Eyewall
C.Warm core
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation Tropical cyclone wind field may be divided into three regions and in the second
region that is the eyewall, wind speed attains their maximum value which is typically 15 to 30
Km from the centre of the storm.

76) Where is the headquarters of google?
A.Paris
B.California
C.New York
D.Los Angeles

Answer B
Explanation Google LLC is an American multinational technology company that specializes in
Internet-related services and products, which include online advertising technologies, a search
engine, cloud computing, software, and hardware. WikipediaCEO: Sundar PichaiFounded: 4
September 1998, Menlo Park, California, United States
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77) When was Advertising Standards Council of India established?
A.1985
B.1990
C.1972
D.1965

Answer A
Explanation "The Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI)", established in 1985, is a selfregulatory voluntary organization of the advertising industry in India. It is a non-Government
body. ASCI is committed to the cause of self-regulation in advertising, ensuring the protection of
the interest of consumers.

78) When was PM Kisan scheme launched?
A.Dec 2018
B.Nov 2015
C.Mar 2010
D.May 2018

Answer A
Explanation PM-Kisan is a central sector scheme with 100 per cent funding from the
Government of India. The scheme was launched in December 2018. Under the scheme, income
support of 6,000 per year in three equal installments of 2000 is provided to small and marginal
farmers having a combined land holding of up to two hectares.

79) Goa Maritime Symposium (GMS) 2021 attended by ______________
countries.
A.10
B.13
C.12
D.11

Answer B
Explanation Towards fostering friendly relations with its maritime neighbours, Indian Navy
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hosted GMS-21.The event for the first time was hosted in virtual mode, with online participation
of Naval representatives from 13 Indian Ocean Littoral countries.The 13 countries included India,
Bangladesh, Comoros, Indonesia, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Myanmar,
Seychelles, Singapore, Sri Lanka and Thailand.

80) COVAXIN is developed by _____________.
A.Russia
B.India
C.USA
D.Japan

Answer B
Explanation COVAXIN: It is Indias only indigenous Covid-19 vaccine.Produced By:Developed
by Bharat Biotech, Hyderabad in collaboration with the Indian Council of Medical Researchs
National Institute of Virology, Pune

81) What is the IUCN Status of Indian pangolin?
A.Endangered
B.Critically Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation Three of the four Asian pangolins the Chinese pangolin (Manis pentadactyla),
Sunda pangolin (Manis javanica), and Philippine pangolin are critically endangered, while the
Indian pangolin (Manis crassicaudata) is listed as endangered on the IUCN Red List.

82) When was SWAMIH fund launched?
A.2014
B.2019
C.2020
D.2021

Answer B
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Explanation Rivali Park, a residential development in Mumbai's suburbs, was the first housing
project in India to receive SWAMIH Fund funding.In 2019, the SWAMIH Fund was
launched.Rivali Park Wintergreens is the Fund's first investment and also the first project to be
completed.

83) Who developed Smokeless Cremation System in 2021?
A.Indian Institute of Technology, Ropar
B.Indian Institute of Technology, Madras
C.Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Institute of Technology, Ropar, has produced a prototype of a moveable
electric cremation device that claims to be the world's first smokeless cremation system despite
the use of wood.

84) In 2019, the prison occupancy rate had risen to ________________ percent.
A.118.5
B.118.2
C.118.3
D.118.4

Answer A
Explanation In 2019, the prison occupancy rate had risen to 118.5 percent.According to the
National Crime Records Bureau, 18,86,092 inmates were admitted to prisons in 2019.In 2019,
there were 3,30,487 undertrial prisoners, accounting for 69.05 percent of the total number of
prisoners.

85) When did General Assembly decided to designate May 15 every year as the
"International Day of the Family"?
A.1992
B.1996
C.1993
D.1994
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Answer C
Explanation Every year, May 15th is International Family Day. In 1993, the General Assembly
decided to designate May 15 every year as the "International Day of the Family." Since 1994,
May 15 is observed as Family Day.

86) What do you understand by an eclipse?
A.Partial or total blocking of light of one celestial object by another.
B.Partial or total blocking of light by Moon.
C.Partial or total blocking of light by Earth.
D.Partial or total blocking of light by Sun.

Answer A
Explanation An eclipse takes place when one heavenly body such as a moon or planet moves
into the shadow of another heavenly body.

87) When was International Day of Families celebrated first?
A.1994
B.1995
C.1996
D.1997

Answer A
Explanation Every year, May 15th is International Family Day. In 1993, the General Assembly
decided to designate May 15 every year as the "International Day of the Family." Since 1994,
May 15 is observed as Family Day.

88) The efficacy of the Sputnik vaccine is _____________.
A.85%
B.91%
C.100%
D.99%

Answer B
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Explanation Sputnik V was developed by the Moscow Gamleya Institute of Epidemiology and
Microbiology.These are two doses of vaccine. However, a single-dose Sputnik V vaccine was
recently produced in Russia. It is called a single light dose of an artificial satellite. India only
manages double-dose Sputnik V.Although COVISHIELD is weakened by the common cold
adenovirus that affects chimpanzees, Sputnik V was created using a different human
adenovirus.The efficacy of the vaccine is 91%. The first dose of Sputnik V was taken in
Hyderabad.

89) What is the theme of International Day of Families 2021?
A.Families and New Technologies
B.Families and Pandemic
C.Families and Covid-19
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The pandemic has become the focus of attention, investing in social policies that
protect the most vulnerable individuals and families.Theme 2021: Families and New
Technologies
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