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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
For the Years 2021-22, There Will Be A Scheme to Provide Special Assistance
to States for Capital Expenditures
The Government of India's Ministry of Finance has agreed to provide States with an
additional amount of up to Rs. 15,000 crores in the form of an interest-free 50-year
loan for capital projects.
Highlights:
For the 2021-22 financial year, the Department of Expenditure has released new
guidelines on the "Scheme of Financial Assistance to States for Capital
Expenditure."
Under the scheme, financial assistance is provided to the state government in the
form of a 50-year interest-free loan.
No more than Rs 120 crore has been set aside for the scheme in the 2020-21
financial year, and Rs 11,830.29 crore has been released to the states.
This helps maintain state-level capital expenditures during the pandemic year.
The government agreed to continue implementing the scheme in 2021-22, based on
the positive response to the scheme and the state government's requirements.

RBI Steps in to Ease COVID-19 Burden
The Governor of the Reserve Bank of India has declared a series of measures to aid
the country's battle against the second wave of COVID-19 infections.
Highlights:
An Rs. 50,000 crore Term Liquidity Facility, with a term of up to three years and a
repo rate, to facilitate access to emergency health facilities and to expand COVIDrelated health infrastructure and services.
Special Long-Term Repo Operations for Small Finance Banks (SFBs): To provide
additional support to micro, small, and other unorganised sector entities, 3-year
repo operations of Rs 10,000 crore at repo rate for new lending up to Rs 10 lakh per
borrower are being conducted (till 31 October 2021)
SFBs' lending to MFIs will be categorised as priority sector lending: In light of
new challenges, SFBs will now be allowed to classify new on-lending to MFIs with
assets of up to Rs. 500 crore to be priority sector lending (till 31 March 2022)
Credit to MSME Entrepreneurs: To encourage the entry of unbanked MSMEs into

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 3 - May 9, 2021)

the banking system, a February 2021 exemption allowing scheduled banks to
deduct credit given to new MSME borrowers from Net Time & Demand Liabilities
for CRR calculation has been extended until December 31, 2021.
Rationalization of KYC norms for improved consumer experience: Steps
proposed include:
Expanding video KYC reach to new customer groups such as sole proprietorship
firms,
Conversion of restricted KYC accounts to fully compliant KYC accounts
More customer-friendly KYC updating options are introduced, and
allowing the use of the Centralised KYC Registry's (CKYCR) KYC Identifier for VCIP and the submission of electronic documents as proof of identity
Floating Provisions and the Countercyclical Provisioning Buffer: As of December
31, 2020, banks will use 100 percent of their floating provisions to make specific
provisions for nonperforming assets (till March 31, 2022)
Relaxation of the overdraft facility for states: The maximum number of days of
overdraft for state governments in a quarter has been raised from 36 to 50.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 3 - May 9, 2021)

INTERNATIONAL
Medical Equipment by Taiwan to India
Taiwan sent medical equipment to India, including oxygen concentrators and
cylinders, with more medical equipment on the way.
Highlights:
Taiwan is officially called as the Republic of China (ROC).
It is an East Asian country bordered on the west by China, the north-east by Japan,
and the south by the Philippines.
To the north, the East China Sea, to the east, the Philippine Sea, to the south, the
Luzon Strait, and to the southwest, the South China Sea.
The Taiwan Strait separates Taiwan from mainland China.
Taipei is the country's capital.
Taiwan is no longer a member of the United Nations, as China took its position in
1971.
China claims Taiwan and refuses to establish diplomatic ties with countries that
recognise the Republic of China.
Taiwan has formal relations with 14 out of 193 UN member states, as well as the
Holy See.
Despite the fact that both India and Taiwan do not have official diplomatic
relations, bilateral relations between the two countries have strengthened since the
1990s.

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees - UNHCR
The High Court of Manipur has granted permission to seven Myanmar nationals
who entered India secretly after the February military coup to seek safety from the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees in New Delhi (UNHCR).
Highlights:
India is a signatory to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966), but not to the UN
Refugee Conventions.
Our Supreme Court has repeatedly interpreted and adumbrated Article 21 of our
Constitution, which would certainly include the right of non-refoulement.
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About United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees:
It is a United Nations Refugee Agency and a humanitarian organisation committed
to saving lives, upholding rights, and helping refugees, internally displaced peoples,
and stateless people create a better future.
It was founded in 1950 to assist millions of Europeans who had been forced to flee
or had lost their homes.
The company's headquarters are in Geneva, Switzerland.

Global Innovation Partnership India and UK
Ex-post facto approval is given by the Cabinet to the MoU between India and the
United Kingdom on a Global Innovation Partnership (GIP).
Highlights:
The GIP will assist Indian innovators in scaling up their technologies in third
countries, allowing them to expand into new markets and become self-sustaining. It
will also help India's creative ecosystem. GIP developments will concentrate on
sectors relevant to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), assisting recipient
countries in achieving their SDGs.
The Partnership will help Indian entrepreneurs and innovators evaluate, scale up,
and take their creative development ideas to selected developing countries through
seed funding, grants, investments, and technical assistance.
The GIP-selected innovation will accelerate the achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals while also benefiting the bottom of the pyramid, fostering
diversity and inclusivity in recipient countries.
In addition, GIP will establish an open and inclusive e-marketplace (E-BAAZAR)
for cross-border innovation transfer, with an emphasis on results-based impact
evaluation to promote transparency and accountability.

Control Over Dahla Dam - Afghanistan
After months of fierce fighting in Kandahar, the Taliban have taken control of
Afghanistan's second-largest dam.
Highlights:
It is now under Taliban control and provides irrigation to farmers through a
network of canals as well as drinking water for the provincial capital.
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After fighting erupted in neighbouring Helmand province just days after the US
military officially began withdrawing its remaining troops from Afghanistan, the
dam was captured.
About Dahla Dam:
The Arghandab Dam is another name for the Dahla Dam.
It is situated in Kandahar Province, Afghanistan, in the Shah Wali Kot District.
It was constructed in 1952 and is located on the Arghandab River.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
State Assembly Elections in Tamilnadu
On May 2, 2021, the recent state assembly elections in Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and West Bengal were counted. The following result is the result of counting.
Highlights:
Assam: Despite the protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act, the DPP
defeated the parliamentary election. Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal won from
the Majuli Constitution. The star contender of BJP, the Minister of Finance and
Health of Assam, won from Jalukbari. Anti-CAA activist Akhil Gogoi won from
Sibsagar.
BJP won 60 seats, Congress won 29 seats, AIUDF won 16 seats, AGP won 9 seats,
and BPF won 4 seats. The other parties won eight seats. BPF is the Bodoland
People's Front. The alliance led by the BJP in the state is called "Mitrajot" (Friends
Alliance), while the alliance led by Congress is called "Mahajot" (Grand Alliance).
Mitrajot is composed of BJP, Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), United People's Party
Liberal Party (UPPL) and Gana Suraksha Party (GSP). Mahajot is composed of
Congress, Muslim-backed AIUDF (All India United Democratic Front), BTC
(Bodoland Territory Committee), and Bodoland People's Front (BPF).
Tamil Nadu: This is the first election in the state without the main leaders J
Jayalalitha and M Karunanidhi. DMK (Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam) and its allies
are in a leading position. The Legislative Assembly of Tamil Nadu has 234 seats.
DMK won 125 and 66 in AIADMK, 18 in Congress, 4 in BJP, 5 in PMK (Patali
Makkal Katchi), 4 in MDMK and VCK, and 4 in CPI and CPK. 2. The DMKCongress Alliance is likely to form a government under Stalin's leadership (son of
the late CM Karunanidhi).
West Bengal: The state has 294 seats in its legislative assembly. Of these 294
seats, the Trinamool Congress-led by Mamta Banerjee won about 212 seats. BJP
has won only 77 seats.
Kerala: The Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan led Left Democratic Front (LDF)
won 99 seats. The Chief Minister is likely to form the Government in the state for
the consecutive second time. CPI (M) has won 62 seats, and Congress won 21
seats, 17 by CPI, IUML won 15 seats. BJP failed to open an account.
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Legal Metrology 2011 Packaging Rules
According to the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, importers of medical devices,
including those used to provide oxygen support to Covid-19 patients, can now
import them without making a mandatory declaration for the next three months.
Highlights:
Importers can make all necessary declarations after customs clearance but before
selling to consumers.
The 2011 "Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules" stipulates that
approval must be obtained before import.
The Department of Consumer Affairs administers the 2009 Legal Metrology Act.

Production Linked Incentive Scheme for Food Processing Industry
The online portal for the Production Linked Incentive Scheme for Food Processing
Industry' (PLISFPI) was launched by the Ministry of Food Processing Industries
(MoFPI).
Highlights:
The Indian government has approved a Central Sector Scheme, the " Production
Linked Incentive Scheme for Food Processing Industry ", which will be
implemented from 2021-22 to 2026-27 at a cost of Rs. 10,900 crore.
Goal: Support the creation of a global food manufacturing champion
commensurate with the endowment of India's natural resources, and support the
development of Indian food brands in the international market.
The Ministry of Food Processing Industries is accepting applications from three
types of applicants for sales-based incentives and grants to conduct Branding &
Marketing activities abroad under the scheme:
The first category: Applicants in this category can also conduct branding and
marketing activities abroad, and can apply for grants from the scheme together with
ordinary applications.
The second category: Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) applicants
manufacture innovative/organic products and apply for PLI awards based on sales.
The third category: Applicants who are solely seeking a grant to carry out
branding and marketing activities in abroad
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Asian Development Bank (ADB) Annual Meeting
Nirmala Sitharaman, India's Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister and the Asian
Development Bank's (ADB) Governor, recently attended the ADB's annual meeting
2021's Governors' Seminar on "Cooperation for a Resilient Future."
Sitharaman praised the Asian Development Bank for providing timely financial
support for both Covid and non-Covid ventures.
About ADB:
It is a regional development bank.
Its headquarters are in Manila, Philippines, and it was established on December 19,
1966.
It has been designated as an official UN Observer.
Currently, the Asian Development Bank has 68 members, 49 of whom are Asian.
The bank is open to non-regional developing countries and members of the United
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP,
previously the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East or ECAFE).

Production Linked Incentive scheme (PLI) for IT Hardware
The Production Linked Incentive Scheme (PLI) for IT Hardware has received
applications from 19 firms.
Highlights:
Recently, the Production Linked Incentive Scheme (PLI) for IT Hardware was
announced.
The PLI Scheme provides participating companies with a four-year incentive
ranging from 4% to 2% / 1% on net incremental sales (over the base year of FY
2019-20) of products in target segments that are produced in India (FY 2021-22 to
FY 2024-25).
The proposed Scheme's target IT hardware segments are laptops, tablets, all-in-one
personal computers (PCs), and servers.
The scheme implements production-related incentives in order to boost domestic
manufacturing and encourage significant investments in the IT Hardware supply
chain.

Covid-19 - Indias Leading Cause of Death
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According to the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation's (IHME) most recent
figures, the Covid-19 pandemic has been India's leading cause of death. IHME is a
non-profit global health research centre based at the University of Washington in
the United States.
Highlights:
Death due to Covid-19 Pandemic:
India has reported more than 2,15,000 deaths and has registered more than 19
million cases of coronavirus, second only to the United States.
The pandemic's human toll is more than twice the number of people killed in more
than 320 natural disasters in the last two decades (2000-2019).
Other Top Causes of Deaths in India:
Ischemic heart disease (second),
Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (third),
Strokes (fourth),
Diarrhoeal diseases (fifth),
Neonatal disorders (sixth),
Lower respiratory infections (seventh),
Tuberculosis (eighth),
Diabetes mellitus (ninth) and
Chronic liver diseases, including cirrhosis (tenth).

Notification of Social Security Code
Section 142 of the 2020 Social Security Code was notified.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Labour & Employment has informed Section 142 of the Social
Security Code, 2020, which addresses Aaadhar's applicability.
The Ministry will be able to collect Aaadhar information for the database of
beneficiaries under various social security schemes as a result of the section's
notification.

Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DAR&PG)
The Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DAR&PG) is
the Government of India's nodal agency for administrative reforms and the redress
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of public grievances relating to the States in general, as well as grievances relating
to Central Government agencies in particular.
About DAR&PG:
By reports and documentation, the Department disseminates information about the
government's major initiatives in institutional reform and public grievance redress.
In order to facilitate public sector reforms, the Department also engages in
activities related to foreign trade and cooperation.
The DAR&PG is headed by a Secretary and is part of the Ministry of Personnel,
Public Grievances, and Pensions.
DARPG Objectives:
Promote administrative reform of government policies, structures and processes.
Formulate policies and coordinate issues related to grievances.
Disseminate governance knowledge and good practices.
Promote reform through e-Governance.
The DARPG conceptualises and launches many of the Government of India's
administrative reform initiatives.

Unique Disability ID (UDID) Disability Certificates
From June 1st, the Government of India's Department of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (DEPwD) has made it mandatory for all States/UTs to issue
disability certificates only via the UDID portal.
Highlights:
Under the RPwD Act of 2016, the Central Government published the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Rules, 2017.
Rule 18(5) requires the Central Government to set a date by which the State/UT
authorities must issue disability certificates through the internet.
Since 2016, the UDID project has been in service.
From June 1, 2021, it will ensure full digitization of disability certification, as well
as a viable mechanism for cross-checking the authenticity of the certificate to
achieve pan-India validity and simplifying the procedure for the benefit of
Divyangjan.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Stratolaunch Test Flies - World Largest Airplane
The world's largest aircraft manufactured by Stratolaunch recently completed its
second test flight from the Mojave Aerospace Port in California.
Highlights:
The flight reached an altitude of 4,267 meters during the test flight. It got a top
speed of 320 kilometres per hour. This aircraft can carry a payload of more than
220 tons. The wingspan of the aircraft is 117 meters. This is bigger than an
American football field. It was named "Roc".
The roc bird is a big bird usually mentioned in the mythology of the Middle East.
It is very popular in "Sinbad the Sailor". It uses a dual body configuration. The
fuselage is the main part of the aircraft. It accommodates cargo, crew and
passengers. The dual body design has two bodies.
The fuselage is supported by twelve main landing gear wheels and two front
landing gear wheels. The left fuselage cockpit is unmanned. It only accommodates
auxiliary equipment. Both fuselage cockpits are pressurized and separated from the
unpressurized vehicle.
Paul Allen established Stratolaunch in the year 2011. He was a co-founder of
Microsoft. Stratolaunch is developing a reusable hypersonic flight vehicle that shall
be used to launch satellites.

SUTRA Model to Map COVID
Scientists who study the SUTRA model to map the trajectory of COVID-19.
Highlights:
The Susceptible, Undetected, Tested (positive), and Removed Approach' (SUTRA)
model was used by scientists from the IITs of Kanpur and Hyderabad to predict the
COVID graph in India.
To forecast the pandemic's course, the model relies on three key parameters.
The first is called Beta, or contact rate, which measures how many people are
infected each day. It is related to the R0 value, which is the number of infected
persons who spread the virus to them during the infection process.
The second parameter is the "reach", which measures the extent to which the
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population is affected by the pandemic.
The third is "epsilon", which is the ratio of detected cases to undetected cases.

Drone Delivery of Covid-19 Vaccines
The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) and the Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) have granted the Telangana government conditional drone
deployments for the delivery of experimental Covid-19 vaccines.
Highlights:
The permission was given to use drones within the visual line of sight (VLOS)
range.
The validity period is one year or until further orders.
Earlier this month, the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) also obtained
a similar permit to cooperate with IIT Kanpur to conduct a feasibility study of
Covid-19 vaccine delivery using drones.
Granting of these permissions aims to achieve the dual goals of faster vaccine
delivery and better healthcare access through:
Ensure that basic medical care is provided at the doorstep of citizens
Restrict human exposure to COVID crowded or COVID-prone areas through air
transportation
Ensure access to medical services in the last mile, especially in remote areas
Possibility to integrate long-range drones into the midway of medical logistics
Improve the medical supply chain, especially the third vaccine expected to be put
into production and millions of doses will be shipped in India

Launch of Operation Samudra Setu
The Indian Navy has initiated Operation Samudra Setu-II to support the ongoing
national mission to meet the country's oxygen needs.
Highlights:
In support of India's battle against COVID-19, mission-deployed Indian Naval
Warships will ship liquid Oxygen-filled cryogenic containers and related medical
equipment.
Two ships, the INS Kolkata and the INS Talwar have arrived in Bahrain's port of
Manama to embark and transport 40MT of liquid oxygen to Mumbai.
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The INS Jalashwa and INS Airavat are on their way to Bangkok and Singapore,
respectively, for similar missions.
As part of the Vande Bharat Mission, the Indian Navy conducted Operation
Samudra Setu last year, repatriating approximately 4,000 stranded and distressed
Indian people from the Maldives, Sri Lanka, and Iran.

Public Buildings and Fire Safety - Covid
There have been fatal fires in hospital buildings in the last year, including those
treating COVID-19 patients.
Highlights:
According to the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), 330 people were killed
in fires in commercial buildings in 2019. There are 6,329 fatalities in residential or
dwelling buildings
The leading cause of fires is said to be electrical faults. State governments have
been criticised for failing to enforce building safety regulations and failing to
provide new infrastructure in public buildings.
Since they are oxygen-suffused and must follow strict requirements, hospital ICUs
(intensive care units) pose a significant fire risk.
The National Building Code of India's Part 4 addresses Fire and Life Safety. The
manual contains design and material requirements and recommendations that
reduce the risk of catastrophic fires. Hospitals are classified as institutions in the
code.

Vaccine Finder Tool Introduced in India by Facebook
Facebook has partnered with the government of India to launch a vaccine finder
tool in its Indian mobile app that will help people identify nearby places that need
to be vaccinated.
Highlights:
The social media giant announced this week that it will provide a $10 million grant
for an emergency response to the country's COVID-19 situation.
Facebook will work with the government of India to start rolling out its Vaccine
Finder tool on the Facebook mobile app in India, which is available in 17 languages
to help people identify nearby places to get vaccines. "
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The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) used this tool to provide
the location of the vaccine centre and its opening hours.
The cumulative dose of the COVID-19 vaccine administered in the country has
exceeded 1522 million.
Similarly, more than 2.45 million people have registered on the Co-WIN digital
platform before the COVID-19 vaccine phase 3 vaccination started on May 1.

Converting Nitrogen Plants to Oxygen Plants
In light of the need for medical oxygen in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Indian government investigated the feasibility of converting existing nitrogen
plants to produce oxygen.
Highlights:
Potential industries for converting existing nitrogen plants to produce oxygen have
been established.
Carbon Molecular Sieve (CMS) is used in nitrogen plants, while Zeolite Molecular
Sieve (ZMS) is used for oxygen production.
Therefore, replace CMS with ZMS and make some other changes, such as oxygen
analyzer, control panel system, flow valve, etc. The existing nitrogen-making
equipment can be modified to produce oxygen.
A nitrogen plant that has been updated to provide oxygen may be relocated to a
nearby hospital.
If the factory cannot be transferred, it can be used for on-site production of oxygen,
and then transported to the hospital in a special container/cylinder.

Computed Tomography Scan - Covid
CT scans have been in the news since some Covid positive patients with mild to
moderate Covid symptoms, as well as those with negative RT-PCR results who
have Covid symptoms, have requested the test.
About CT scan:
CTS is also known as Computed Tomography Scan.
It's a noninvasive medical imaging procedure used in radiology to obtain accurate
images of the body for diagnosis.
CT scanners calculate X-ray attenuations by various tissues within the body using
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a revolving x-ray tube and a row of detectors in the gantry.
The tomographic (cross-sectional) images (virtual "slices") of a body are created
using multiple X-ray measurements taken from various angles, which are then
processed on a computer using reconstruction algorithms.
Because of the negative effects of ionising radiation, its use is often limited.

Congo Declares End of Latest Ebola Outbreak
The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has announced the 12th Ebola
outbreak to be over. A total of 12 cases have been recorded since the outbreak was
announced on February 7, 2021.
The outbreak was brought under control in less than three months after it was
declared, thanks to the expertise of the DRC's response team and health partners.
About Ebola:
Ebola virus disease (EVD), also known as Ebola haemorrhagic fever, is a serious
and frequently lethal illness that affects humans.
The virus is distributed throughout the human population via human-to-human
transmission after it is transmitted to humans from wild animals.
The average case fatality rate for EVD is about 50%. In previous outbreaks, case
fatality rates have ranged from 25% to 90%.
Community engagement is key to successfully controlling outbreaks.
Case management, monitoring, and communication tracking, as well as a strong
laboratory service and social mobilisation, are all important components of
effective outbreak control.
Early supportive care, such as rehydration and symptomatic treatment, increases
the chances of survival.

Parker Solar Probe - NASA
NASA's Parker Solar Probe detected a natural radio signal, indicating that the
spacecraft had passed through the planet's upper atmosphere. In nearly 30 years,
this was the first direct measurement of Venus's atmosphere.
Highlights:
The historic Parker Solar Probe mission from NASA will transform our perception
of the sun, where changing conditions will spread across the solar system,
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impacting Earth and other worlds.
The Parker Solar Probe would fly through the sun's atmosphere, getting closer to
the surface than any spacecraft before it, enduring extreme heat and radiation, and
supplying mankind with the closest-ever observations of a star.
Parker Solar Probe has three distinct scientific goals:
Follow the energy flow that heats and speeds up the solar wind and solar corona.
Investigate the structure and dynamics of plasma and magnetic fields at solar wind
sources.
Explore how energetic particles are accelerated and transported.

Clinical Trails by CCRAS - Ayush-64
The polyherbal drug Ayush-64 has antiviral, immune-modulator, and antipyretic
properties, according to clinical trials performed by the Central Council for
Research in Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS).
Highlights:
CCRAS collaborated on the clinical trials with the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR), as well as a number of other research organizations and
medical colleges throughout the world.
Ayush-64 has been found to be effective in the treatment of asymptomatic, mild,
and moderate COVID-19 infection in clinical trials.
Therefore, the drug is now being reused for COVID-19.
About Ayush-64:
Ayush-64 is an Indian herbal formula developed by CCRAS. It was first developed
in 1980 for the treatment of malaria. Due to its significant antiviral,
immunomodulatory and antipyretic properties, the drug has now been re-used for
Covid-19.

Moorhen Yoga Mat Biodegradable Mat
The biodegradable yoga mat developed by 6 young girls in Assam can prevent
hyacinths from harming the lake.
Highlights:
The water hyacinth of the fishing community in Assam developed a biodegradable
and compostable yoga mat.
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The mat is also called as "Moorhen Yoga Mat"
It will be introduced to the world market as a unique product.
The intervention was sparked by an initiative by the North East Centre for
Technology Application and Reach (NECTAR), an autonomous body under the
Department of Science and Technology (DST), to include the entire women's
community in a group called "Simang," which means "dream," led by six girls who
wanted to make money from water hyacinth plants.
Water hyacinth is regarded as a pest because it does not help the fishing
community and has a negative impact on their livelihood.

Permission for 5G Technology and Spectrum Trials
The Government of India's Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has granted
permission to Telecom Service Providers (TSPs) to conduct trials for the use and
implementations of 5G technology.
Highlights:
Reliance JioInfocomm Ltd., Bharti Airtel Ltd., Vodafone Idea Ltd., and MTNL are
among the TSPs that have applied.
The trials are currently scheduled to last for six months.
Each TSP will be required to perform trials in rural, semi-urban, and urban areas to
ensure that the benefits of 5G technology are spread across the country.
Goal: To test 5G spectrum propagation characteristics, particularly in the context
of India; to model tune and evaluate chosen equipment and vendors; to test
indigenous technology; to test applications; and to test 5G phones and devices.
To allow Industry 4.0, 5G technology is expected to provide a better user
experience in terms of data download speeds (expected to be 10 times faster than
4G), up to three times greater spectrum performance, and ultra low latency.

Used Cooking Oil (UCO) Based Bio-Diesel
The first supply of UCO (Used Cooking Oil) based Biodiesel blended Diesel under
the EOI Scheme was flagged off by Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas
from Indian Oil's Tikrikalan Terminal in Delhi.
Highlights:
On the occasion of World Biofuel Day on August 10, 2019, the Minister of
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Petroleum and Natural Gas launched Expressions of Interest (EOI) for Procurement
of Bio-diesel derived from Used Cooking Oil to develop an eco-system for
collecting and converting UCO into Biodiesel.
It is a watershed moment in India's pursuit of environmentally friendly biofuels.
About Biodiesel:
Biodiesel is an alternative fuel that can be made from vegetable oils, animal fats,
tallow, and waste cooking oil, and is similar to traditional or "fossil" diesel.
Another benefit of Biodiesel is that it is carbon-neutral, meaning that the oilseed
absorbs the same amount of CO2 that is emitted when the fuel is burned in a
vehicle.
Biodiesel is also quickly biodegradable and totally non-toxic.

CSIR Center for Cellular and Molecular Biology - VINCOV-19
The CSIR Center for Cellular and Molecular Biology has developed and may be the
first specific drug for the treatment of COVID-19, which contains therapeutic
antibodies.
Highlights:
The Drug Controller General of India (DGCI) has approved clinical trials for the
VINCOV-19 in Phases I and II, and it is expected to be tested in Delhi and
Rajasthan soon.
The VINCOV-19 is a series of antibodies collected from horses after they were
given inactivated Corona virus injections.
After the results of phase I and II are released, it is expected to be approved for
emergency use.
It works better when given early in the infection.

Scientists Model Interior Structure of Saturn
The scientists at the John Hopkins University have simulated the indoors of Saturn.
The simulations say that a thick layer of Helium rain affects the magnetic subject of
the planet.
Highlights:
Saturn stands out in the Solar device as its magnetic discipline is nearly perfectly
symmetrical around its rotational axis. The Cassini Mission of NASA helped
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scientists to apprehend the deep interior of the planet where the magnetic field is
generated.
The scientists have created two effective laptop simulations of the magnetic area of
NASA based totally on the records from the Cassini mission. The simulations will
assist the scientists to measure the price at which Saturn rotates. This has been one
of quite a few issues that vexed (difficult) scientists for decades.
The centre of Saturn is a dense core of metals such as iron and nickel. This dense
core is surrounded with the aid of rocky materials. Further, it is enveloped by way
of liquid metal hydrogen interior a layer of liquid hydrogen. Its core is nearly
similar to the core of Jupiter however considerably smaller.
Cassini is a joint space mission of the European Space Agency (ESA) , NASA and
the Italian Space Agency. It was once referred to as the Cassini-Huygens mission.
The Cassini space probe entered the orbit of Saturn and the Huygens of the
European Space Agency landed on the Titan (the largest moon of Saturn). Cassini
was once the first space probe to enter the orbit of Saturn and the fourth area probe
to visit Saturn.

Initiative to Waive TRIPS Protection for COVID-19 Vaccines
The United States will support an initiative of the World Trade Organization
(WTO) to abandon Trade-Related Intellectual Property (TRIPS) protection for the
COVID-19 vaccine.
Highlights:
It is an international legal arrangement between all of the World Trade
Organization's (WTO) member countries.
It sets minimum requirements for national governments to regulate various types
of intellectual property (IP) as they apply to citizens of other WTO member
countries.
The World Trade Organization (WTO) administers TRIPS, which was signed at
the end of the Uruguay Round of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT) in 1989 and 1990.

Latest Findings About Venus
By bouncing radio waves off Venus, scientists were able to gain new information
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about the planet.
The researchers used NASA's Goldstone Antenna in the Mojave Desert of
California to send radio waves toward Venus 21 times between 2006 and 2020,
studying the radio echo, which revealed knowledge about the planet's
characteristics.
Highlights:
The analysis determined the tilt of Venus's axis as well as the size of the planet's
centre.
It takes 243.0226 Earth days for Venus to complete one rotation. On Venus, a day
lasts longer than a year since it takes 225 Earth days to complete one orbit around
the sun.
The celestial core of Venus is 4,360 miles (7,000 kilometres) in diameter, similar
to Earth's core.
The Venusian tilt was determined to be about 2.64 degrees in the analysis. The
Earth's temperature is about 23.5 degrees.
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ENVIRONMENT
Tonnes of Fish Died in Lebanon
The Ritani River is the longest river in Lebanon. It has an artificial lake created by
the Litani River Dam, called Qaraoun Lake. Due to excessive pollution, about 40
tons of fish have been washed away on the shore of the lake. Pollution is mainly
caused by sewage. This has attracted international attention. Such a huge disaster is
the first time that this region has occurred.
Highlights:
A fishing ban was imposed on the reservoir in 2018. However, these actions are
not enough to stop pollution.
Litani river is an important source of water in southern Lebanon. The Litani Dam
was built in 1959 for irrigation and hydropower projects. It rises in the Beqaa valley
and empties in the Mediterranean. The river generates and flows entirely within
Lebanon, that is, it is not a cross-border river.
In April 2021, after the oil spill, volunteers removed viscous tar from the beaches
of the Lebanese coast. In August 2020, a huge explosion occurred in the port of
Beirut, destroying the entire country. It even led to the resignation of the country's
prime minister.
Battle of Litani: It fought on June 9, 1941. This is the second world war. Strive for
the advancement of Beirut. During the war, the Australian army crossed the Litani
River and fought against the Vichy French army. This is part of the Syria-Lebanon
movement, the British invasion of Vichy France, Lebanon and Syria. The Vichy
French are Germany's independent ally.

Species in news - Xylophis Deepaki
Deepak Veerappan (Herpetologist) has a snake named after him
Highlights:
The Western Ghats introduced new butterflies, frogs, fruit flies, and even a
freshwater crab in the first four months of 2021.
Xylophis Deepaki, a tiny snake with iridescent scales that is only 20 cm long, has
been added to the list.
It was discovered in a coconut plantation in Kanyakumari for the first time.
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It has been sighted in a few locations in the southern part of the Western Ghats and
is now considered an endemic species of Tamil Nadu.
The species is named after Indian herpetologist Deepak Veerappan, who was
instrumental in establishing the Xylophiinae subfamily to accommodate wood
snakes.

Asiatic Lions Tested Positive for COVID
Around eight Asiatic lions have examined tremendous for COVID-19 at Hyderabad
Nehru Zoological Park. This incident marks the first time that transmission of virus
to animal has been detected in India.
Highlights:
Asiatic Lions are one of the 5 Pantherine cats that are native to India. The different
4 are Indian Snow Leopard, Bengal Tiger, Clouded Leopard and Indian Leopard.
The vary of a male Asiatic lion varies between a hundred and 44 kilometres and
230 kilometres. Gir National Park is the solely known habitat for the Asiatic lions
in the world.
The foremost danger of Asiatic lions is their vulnerability to natural catastrophe
and unpredictable occasions such as plague. However, the population of these lions
have been continuously growing from 2010.
In June 2020, the Gujarat Forest Department announced that the populace of
Asiatic lions in the Gir wooded area elevated to 674 from 523 in 2015.
In 2015, numerous lions died due to an outbreak of Canine Distemper Virus
(CDV). Several lions died in 2018 due to babesiosis. Babesiosis outbreak was in
2020 as well.
The first census of the Asiatic lions used to be conducted by using the Nawab of
Junagadh in 1936. The normal Asiatic Lion census is carried out once in 5 years.
The final census was carried out in 2015. The subsequent census used to be due in
2020, but used to be postponed due to COVID-19.
Protection Status of Asiatic lions - Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1971: Schedule I;
CITES: Appendix I; IUCN: Endangered
Asiatic Lion Reintroduction Project: It was once undertaken to defend the
surviving population. The assignment used to be proposed to reintroduce the
Asiatic lions in Palpur-Kuno Wildlife sanctuary. However, it has currently been put
on hold.
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New Shrew Species Found at Andaman and Nicobar - Crocidura
narcondamica
A research team from the Zoological Survey of India has discovered a new kind of
insect that eats mammals. The animal was named Crocidura Norcondamica.
Highlights:
Crocidura Norcondamica: It is almost equal to the size of a household mouse. It
lives on the forest floor and feeds on insects. They help control insect populations
in the dense Narcondam forest. It belongs to the Shrews family. Not a rodent.
Insects eat mammals: Four years later, a new insect-eating mammalian insect was
discovered in India. The last insect-eating mammal found in India was Jenkin's
Andaman rew. It was discovered on South Andaman Island in 1978. The recently
discovered Crocidura Norcondamica is named after Norcondam Island in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. It was found on Norcondam Island. To date, India
has reported about 422 species of mammals.
Norcondan Island: It is a small volcanic island located in the northern part of the
Andaman Sea. It is formed by andesite. It is only 124 kilometers away from the
main body of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Geological Survey of India (GSI)
reports that the island is classified as a dormant volcano.
Until 1986, Myanmar did not have sovereignty over the island. After reaching an
agreement with India to delimit the maritime boundary, Myanmar gave up this
sovereignty. According to the agreement, the two countries have delimited
maritime boundaries in the Coco Strait, the Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal.
The species Narcondam hornbill is endemic to the island and is endangered.
Narcondam Wildlife Sanctuary has been included in the tentative list of UNESCO
World Heritage Sites. The island is designated as a wildlife sanctuary, mainly to
protect the hornbill.

Global warming by 2100 to be at 2.4C Climate Action Tracker
The Climate Action Tracker launched a document calculating the impacts of the
latest US Climate Summit. According to the report, even after enforcing the
ambitious climate dreams of the summit, international temperature will expand by
using 2.4C through 2100 as in contrast to that of pre-industrial levels.
Highlights:
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The document tracked the policies of thirty-six nations and also their local weather
pledges. These thirty-six nations alongside with the European Union together
accounted for 80% of the world carbon emissions.
The Climate Action Tracker prior to the summit had expected that the world
temperatures are to enlarge by way of 2.6C.
According to the report, most of the nations are lagging in the back of their cited
local weather targets. At this pace, the world temperature will extend by 2.9C by
means of 2100. Thus, the countries ought to expand their voluntary emission
ambitions underneath the Paris Agreement earlier than Glasgow summit. The
Glasgow Summit, COP26 is to be held in November 2021.
According to the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), the world will face extreme affects if the international temperature
increases beyond 1.5C. If this happens, all Himalayan glaciers will vanish, world
water stress will double, all coral reefs will die, tremendous habitat destruction,
extreme summer season heatwaves. Above all more than ten million people will be
affected by using international sea degree rise.
Climate Action Tracker is an independent scientific analysis that tracks local
weather actions of governments. It then measures it against the Paris Agreement. It
is a collaboration of 2 organisations. they are New Climate Institute and Climate
Analytics.

Indian Monsoon Resembled Australian Monsoon
According to a new analysis based on fossil leaves, the Indian monsoon 25 million
years ago was similar to the one that exists today in Australia.
Highlights:
About 180 million years ago, India split from the supercontinent Gondwana and
travelled 9,000 kilometres north to enter Eurasia. The subcontinent migrated from
the southern hemisphere to its present location by crossing the Equator. It faced a
variety of climatic conditions as a result of the shifting latitudes.
During its voyage, India was suited to an Australian monsoon system rather than
the new Indian monsoon system. India's monsoonal climate has only been around
for about 25 million years.
The Australian monsoon has two seasonal phases that are related to wind direction.
During the winter, easterly trade winds carry dry weather. Westerly winds bring
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persistent rainy conditions in the summer.

Eco Sensitive Zone Around Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) recently
announced the development of an Eco Sensitive Zone (ESZ) around the Thane
Creek Flamingo Sanctuary (TCFS, Maharashtra).
The ESZ serves as a buffer for protected areas, reducing construction pressures
around wildlife sanctuary and national parks.
Highlights:
About Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary:
It is Maharashtra's second marine sanctuary, after Malvan, and is located on the
western bank of Thane Creek.
The Bombay Natural History Society has designated it as a "Important Bird Area."
The TCFS is home to 39 mangrove species, 167 bird species such as flamingos, 45
fish species, 59 butterfly species, 67 insect species, and mammals such as jackals,
among others.
Eco Sensitive Zone:
Ecologically Fragile Areas (EFAs) or Eco Sensitive Zones (ESZs) are areas within
10 kilometres of Protected Areas, National Parks, and Wildlife Sanctuaries.
Under the Environment Protection Act of 1986, the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) notifies ESZs.
The aim of the ESZs is to control certain activities around National Parks and
Wildlife Sanctuaries in order to reduce negative impacts on the delicate
environment that surrounds the protected areas.

Pulayar Community and Anamalai Tiger Reserve
Inside the Anamalai Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu, two Pulayar tribal settlements
(Kattupatti and Kuzhipatti) are preparing for their annual festival of local deity
Vairapattan.
Highlights:
About Pulayar Community:
The Pulayar, also known as Pulaya, Holeya, or Cheramar, are a major ethnic
community in Kerala, Karnataka, and historical Tamil Nadu (Tamilakam).
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In Kerala and Tamil Nadu, they are classified as a Scheduled Caste.
Pulayas are known for their music, craftsmanship, and specific dances such as,
Klam-thullal, a mask dance that is used in exorcism rituals, and
Mudi-ttam , or hair dance that originated in a fertility ritual.
Pulaya King was the name given to Mahatma Ayyankali.
Anamalai Tiger Reserve:
It is one of Tamil Nadu's four Tiger Reserves.
It is located in the Southern Western Ghats and is part of the Anamalai
Parambikulam Elephant Reserve, which was established in 2003.
It is bordered on the east by Parambikulam Tiger Reserve, on the south west by
Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary, and Eravikulam National Park (all belong to Kerala).
The reserve is also surrounded by Kerala's reserved forests of Nenmara,
Vazhachal, Malayattur, and Marayur.
Amaravathi, Udumalpet, Pollachi, Ulandy, Valparai, and Manamboli are among
the ranges found in this reserve.
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DEFENCE
P-8I Patrol Aircraft US State Department
The proposed sale of six P-8I patrol aircraft and associated equipment to India,
valued at $2.42 billion, has been approved by the US State Department.
Highlights:
The Defence Acquisition Council authorised the purchase of Boeing's long-range
maritime surveillance aircraft in November 2019.
The proposed sale would be made via the Foreign Military Sale route, which
would entail notification of the US Congress.
The six aircraft will be equipped with encrypted systems after India and the US
signed the Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA)
foundational agreement.
India was the first foreign customer for the P-8I, which is based on the Boeing 737
commercial aircraft.
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SPORTS
World Champion for 4th time in Snooker Mark Selby
British professional snooker player Mark Selby won the world championship for
the fourth time. This time he won the title of defeating Shaun Murphy.
Highlights:
Mark Selby won the 2014, 2016, 2017 and 2021 world championships. He ranked
first in the world between 2015 and 2019.
World Snooker Championship has been held annually since 1927. The game was
played at the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, England. The World Professional
Billiards and Snooker Association organized a championship game.
Snooker is a suggestive sport. Cue sport is also called billiard sport. They are all
kinds of games that use strokes. It plays on a table with four pockets or six pockets.
It is played with snooker and cue.
The purpose of the snooker game is to hit the white cue ball with the cue to make it
hit other balls, and then they fall into the pocket. The player with the higher score
in the game will win. The balls have different colors, and each color has different
points.

IPL Suspended Indefinitely by BCCI
Due to COVID-19, the Cricket Control Board has suspended the Indian Premier
League (IPL) indefinitely. The decision was made after Balaji tested positive for
COVID-19. Balaji is the bowling coach of CSK. So far, 29 games have been
played. The T20 World Cup will be moved to UAE from India. This is mainly
because if it is held in India, due to the country's third wave, no participant will be
happy to come to India.
Highlights:
BCCI is the governing body of Indian cricket. Grant Govan was the first president.
The total annual revenue of BCCI in 2020 is 535 million U.S. dollars. These
include US$345 million from IPL, US$139 million from bilateral cricket with other
countries, and US$405 million from India's ICC revenue share.
In 2021, BCCI becomes the richest cricket committee in the world. After BCCI
began to sell the media rights of the Indian team's ODI, bilateral testing and T20
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competitions in India, BCCI's revenue has doubled.
For each international home game, Star Network paid Rs 4,320 crore. In 2018-19,
there were 22 test matches, 5 T20 and 10 ODI. A total increase of 950.40 crore
rupees. Another major source of BCCI's income is sponsors of the national team.
In 2014, a new contribution-based income distribution method was adopted. The
BCCI and the England & Wales Cricket Committee have adopted this system.
However, the system was dismantled by the ICC (International Cricket
Committee), which ultimately reduced BCCI's revenue.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 3 - May 9, 2021)

ARTS & CULTURE
Puppetry Art-form of Assam - Putola Nach
A have confidence primarily based in Assam currently made videos using the
ordinary art known as Putola Nach. The art structure was once used to take the
messages associated with COVID-19 to the public via social media.
Highlights:
The videos were produced in collaboration with UNICEF. The names of the videos
had been COVID Shatru (enemy), COVID Bibharat (confusion). These two had
been launched in Assamese. Mama ro Mina ko COVID Katha (COVID Tale of
Mama and Mina) was released in the language of Nepal.
Putola Nach: It is a normal string puppet theatre from Assam in North East India.
The other forms of puppetry & shadow theatre have disappeared now. The Putola
nach is additionally called putala bhaona. Usually, Putola Nach is used to perform
scenes from the epics Ramayana and Mahabharatha. These dolls are 1.5 metres tall.
These dolls are made up of hollow wood or bamboo. Their heads are made of
terracotta. Musical Instruments used in performing the artwork are dhol,
harmonium, kansi, double reed wind instrument and a bell steel plate beaten with a
stick. There were three one-of-a-kind patterns of string puppetry in Assam. They
were said to be Kalaigaon in Northern Assam, Barpeta-Nalbari in western Assam
and Majuli island in eastern Assam.
Tholpavakoothu: It is a shadow leather-based puppet play. In February 2021, it
used to be animated by way of a robot. It is an exceptional instance of integration of
Dravidian and Aryan cultures. It is additionally called Olakoothu and
Nizhalkoothu. The Musical gadgets used in the artwork are Chenda, Ezhupara and
Maddalam. The Chief puppeteer of the art is regarded as Pulavan.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Quality Standards for Four Spices Finalised
At its recent fifth session, the Codex Committee on Spices and Culinary Herbs
(CCSCH) finalised and recommended quality requirements for four spices: cloves,
oregano, basil, and ginger.
Highlights:
The committee sent these four new standards to the Codex Alimentarius
Commission (CAC) for consideration as full-fledged Codex standards.
New tasks were also added to the list: To establish Codex standards for small
cardamom and turmeric, as well as the first community standard for spices in the
dried fruits and berries' category.
Codex Committee on Spices and Culinary Herbs:
The Codex Committee on Spices and Culinary Herbs (CCSCH) is the newest of
the Codex Commodity Committees. India is the Committee's Chairperson. The
Secretariat is the Spices Board of India.
Mission: To develop global, science-based quality standards for spices and
culinary herbs that are consistent with the Codex principles of consumer protection
and fair trade practises.
The Committee's present Chairman is Dr. M.R. Sudharshan.

India Invited As Guest To G7 Meeting
India was invited as a guest country to the G7meeting
Highlights:
The G-7 or Group of Seven' The G-7 countries are Canada, Italy, Japan, France,
Germany, United Kingdom, and the United States. It was established in 1975
On a rotating basis, the presidents of member countries preside over meetings. It is
a two-day informal annual meeting at which member countries address a variety of
global issues.
It lacks a formal constitution and a permanent headquarters. The decisions made at
the summit are not legally binding.

India and UK - Virtual Summit
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The prime ministers of United Kingdom and the India held a virtual summit.
Highlights:
The Summit adopted an ambitious Roadmap 2030' to elevate bilateral relations to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.'
Over the next ten years, the Roadmap will pave the way for deeper and greater
participation in key areas such as people-to-people relations, trade and economy,
defence and security, climate action, and health.
The two leaders addressed the situation with Covid-19 and their continuing
collaboration in the fight against the pandemic, including their successful vaccine
partnership.
The leaders announced the establishment of a "Enhanced Trade Partnership" (ETP)
to unlock the trade potential between the world's fifth and sixth largest economies,
with an ambitious goal of more than doubling bilateral trade by 2030.
At the Virtual Summit, a new India-UK Global Innovation Partnership' was
announced, with the aim of assisting the transition of inclusive Indian technologies
to developing countries, beginning with Africa.
They reaffirmed their commitment to climate action in order to meet the Paris
Agreement's targets, and they agreed to work closely together in the run-up to
CoP26, which will be hosted by the UK later this year.

India, France, Australia - First Trilateral Dialogue
On the view of the G7 foreign ministers meeting, the first ever trilateral dialogue at
the ministerial level of foreign affairs of India, France, and Australia was held in
London, England. The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. S. Jaishankar of India, the
Minister of Europe and Foreign Affairs of France, Mr. Jean-Yves Le Drian, and the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Australia, Senator Marise Payne attended the
meeting.
Highlights:
The tripartite meeting between France, India, and Australia was initiated at the
foreign secretary level in September 2020, but it has been upgraded to ministerial
level within one year from the date of its establishment. It has the three common
priorities of maritime security, environment and multilateralism.
The G7 foreign ministers' meeting was the first in-person meeting of the foreign
ministers of the organization during the pandemic. The last such meeting was
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happened in the year 2019.
The members of the G7 are Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United
Kingdom and the United States.
The host country Britain invited India, Australia, South Korea, South Africa and
the Secretary-General of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to
participate in this meeting.
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SCHEMES
Review on Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana
After the launch of the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY), banks, NBFCs,
and MFIs have approved over 28.68 crore loans worth Rs. 14.96 lakh crore.
About Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY):
It was established by the government in 2015 to provide non-corporate, non-farm
small/micro-enterprises with loans of up to Rs. 10 lakh.
MUDRA stands for Micro Units Development & Refinance Agency Ltd., and it is
a government-run financial institution.
MUDRA offers financing to non-corporate small businesses through a network of
last-mile financial institutions, including Banks, Non-Banking Financial Companies
(NBFCs) and Micro Finance Institutions (MFIs).
MUDRA does not make direct loans to micro-entrepreneurs or individuals.
According to the stage of growth and funding needs of the beneficiary micro unit,
MUDRA has developed three products: 'Shishu,' 'Kishore,' and 'Tarun.'
Shishu: Covering loans up to Rs. 50,000.
Kishore: Covering loans above Rs. 50,000 and up to Rs. 5 lakh.
Tarun: Covering loans above Rs. 5 lakh and up to Rs. 10 lakh.
This system provides loans with no collateral.

New Framework For Implementation Of The SVAMITVA Scheme
To commemorate the nationwide roll-out of the SVAMITVA Scheme, Union
Minister for Panchayati Raj released a new system for its implementation. It lays
out a comprehensive road map and set of guidelines for the different States in terms
of the Scheme's goals, coverage, various components involved, year-by-year
funding pattern, survey approach and methodology, stakeholders involved and their
positions and responsibilities, monitoring and assessment, and deliverables.
About SVAMITVA:
It is a Central Sector Scheme.
Ministry: Ministry of Panchayati Raj
It was nationally launched by the Prime Minister on the occasion of National
Panchayati Raj Day on April 24, 2021, following the successful completion of the
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Scheme's pilot phase in nine states.
Goal: To provide property rights to residents of rural populated areas in India
through the use of drone surveys and CORS Networks, which provide mapping
precision of 5 centimetres.
The Revenue Department/Land Records Department will be the Nodal Department
in the States, and the scheme will be implemented with the support of State
Panchayati Raj Departments.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Press Freedom Day is on 3rd May
May 3 is World Press Freedom Day to celebrate the basic principles of press
freedom and defend the media from the attacks on its independence every year.
Highlights:
World Press Freedom Day is also known as World Press Day. This day also pays
tribute to the reporters who lost their lives.
The UN General Assembly announced the news on May 3 to spread people's
awareness of the importance of press freedom in terms of its functions, information
provision, and significance and awaken the government to fulfil its responsibility to
uphold and respect the right to freedom of speech.
In COVID-19, World Press Freedom Day celebrations will be held in online
debates and seminars.
In December 1993, in accordance with the recommendations of the UNESCO
General Assembly, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed World Press
Freedom Day. This day reminded governments of all countries to respect their
commitment to press freedom.
Theme 2021: Information as a Public Good

World Asthma Day is on 4th May
Every year, the Global Asthma Initiative organizes World Asthma Day. It aims to
increase people's awareness of asthma. The first Tuesday of May every year is this
day. In 2021, the day is celebrated on 4th May.
Highlights:
According to the World Health Organization, about 235 million people worldwide
have asthma. It is one of the non-communicable diseases. Asthma is regarded as the
most common diseases in children.
The Global Asthma Initiative was launched in 1993 in cooperation with the World
Health Organization, the National Institutes of Health, and the National Heart,
Lung, and Blood Institute. It provides medical guidelines based on which public
health officials and health workers are spread worldwide.
In India, about 6% of children and 2% of adults are affected by asthma. In India,
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asthma is not adequately treated and underdiagnosed.
In 1998, the first World Asthma Day was celebrated in more than 35
countries/regions. During the World Asthma Congress in Spain and Barcelona, the
first World Asthma Day was celebrated.
Theme: Uncovering Asthma Misconceptions

World Tuna Day is on 2nd May
The United Nations commemorates World Tuna Day every year to spread the
importance of protecting tuna fish. Tuna and tuna-like species have important
economic significance for both developing and developed countries.
Highlights:
The United Nations (UN) passed a resolution in 2016 that will usher in World
Tuna Day from 2017. The purpose of this day is to prevent the tuna population
from collapsing.
Several countries rely on tuna resources for nutrition and food security, income,
livelihoods, entertainment, and economic development. Therefore, this day
contributes to the achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 14, which is to
live underwater. It aims to protect and sustainably use the oceans, oceans and
marine resources.
More than 7 million tons of tuna are harvested every year. Tuna accounts for 20%
of marine catches and 8% of the global seafood trade.
By the FAO (Food & Agriculture Organization), more than 96 countries are
involved in tuna conservation.
The United Nations proposes implementing the legal framework of the UNCLOS
(United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea) as tuna populations in the
world's oceans decrease. The Pandemic has increased the demand for canned tuna
across the globe.
As a part of World Tuna Day, this year Virtual Conference and Exhibition has
been organized from 19th May to 21st May, and its theme is The Global Tuna
Industry: Trailblazing through tough times.

Coal Miners Day is on 4th May
Coal Miner's Day observed on 4th May every year to honour the hard work of some
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of the great unsung heroes of the Industrial Revolution. Celebrating this day is to
express appreciation to the coal miners and commend their achievements.
Background:
Coal miners spend most of their time mining, digging and mining coal in coal
mines. They go deep into the earth and unearth the wealth that helps us maintain
our lives. Coal mining is one of the most difficult occupations.
Coal miners have been working for centuries, but during the Industrial Revolution
from 1760 to 1840, coal mines became very important, when coal was used on a
large scale to heat stationery and locomotive engines and to heat buildings. Coal is
a natural resource that promotes economic and social development.
Coal mining started in the year 1774 in India when John Summer and Suetonius
Grant Heatly of the East India Company began commercial exploration along the
Raniganj coalfield on the west bank of the Damodar River.
Since the introduction of steam locomotives in railways in 1853, the demand for
coal has increased. However, this is not a healthy workplace. In coal mines, there
have been many extreme mining and massacres in the name of profit-making.

World Hand Hygiene Day is on 5th May
Every year, May 5th is World Hand Hygiene Day. This day is organized by the
World Health Organization (WHO) to raise awareness of the importance of hand
hygiene in preventing many serious infections. The theme for the year 2021 is
Saving Lives the Second Time: Clean Hands. It is believed that hand washing is the
most effective measure that can be taken to avoid various infections, including the
COVID-19 virus.

International Firefighters Day is on 4th May
Every year, May 4th is International Firefighter's Day. Commemorate this day in
honor of the sacrifice of firefighters. In addition, this day can also raise people's
awareness to ensure that the environment and the community are as safe as
possible.
Highlights:
May 4th is International Firefighter's Day because it is also St. Florian's Day. St.
Florian was one of the command firemen of the Roman Battalion. He saved several
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lives and is considered the patron saint of firefighters. He preserved a complete
burning village in ancient Rome.
Saint Florian was born in ancient Rome in 250 AD. He joined the Roman army and
was promoted to the commander of the Roman province. He organized and raised a
group of soldiers whose duty was to extinguish the fire.
The symbol of Firefighter's Day is the red and blue ribbons. The red in the ribbon
represents fire, and the blue represents water.

World Portuguese Language Day is on 5th May
Every May 5th, World Portuguese Day emphasizes the important role of the
language in maintaining human civilization and culture.
Highlights:
Around the world, Portuguese is one of the most widely spoken languages in the
world. Portuguese became the most widely spoken language in the southern
hemisphere. Portuguese speakers also explained the first wave of globalization.
Therefore, Portuguese has influenced other languages.
At present, about 229 million people in the world speak Portuguese. This makes
this language the 9th most spoken language in the world. People who speak this
language are called Lusophone.
Most Portuguese-speaking mobile phones live in Brazil. In addition to Brazil, eight
other countries also use Portuguese as their official language. Portuguese is derived
from Latin and is considered a romantic language.

World Athletics Day is on 7th May
World Athletics Day is on 7th May
May 7th is World Athletics Day 2020. 1996 is the first World Athletics Day. The
basic target of World Athletics Day is to promote the participation of young people
in athletics.
Highlights:
There is a proverb that "a healthy body has a healthy mind". In order to strengthen
sports activities worldwide; organize various sports events worldwide throughout
the year.
In the same way, World Athletics Day is organized by the International Athletics
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Federation (IAAF). World Athletics Day was celebrated for the first time in 1996.
The date of World Athletics Day is determined by the IAAF. In 2006, participants
on this day were between 7 and 15 years old, but then the age gap widened to 13 to
17 years old.
More than 100 sports federations in the world participated in the 2016 IAAF
World Athletics Day. All events and expenses that occurred on that day were
sponsored by the IAAF.
The International Amateur Athletics Federation (IAAF) was established in
Stockholm (Sweden) on July 17, 1912. The IAAF is the leading organization of
world athletics.

World Red Cross Day is on 8th May
The Indian Red Cross Society celebrated World Red Cross Day. The World Red
Cross Memorial Day is May 8, the birthday of Henry Dunant, the founder of the
International Committee of the Red Cross.
Highlights:
Henry Dunant was the recipient of the first Nobel Peace Prize.
The main goal of the Red Cross is basically to inspire, initiate and encourage
various humanitarian activities at any time and under any circumstances.
The plan carried out by the Red Cross can be roughly divided into four parts,
including the promotion of humanitarian principles and values; disaster response;
disaster preparedness; and health and care.
The Red Cross is based on seven principles, namely, humanity, impartiality,
neutrality, independence, voluntariness, unity and universality.
Indian Red Cross Society: IRCS is a voluntary humanitarian organization that
protects human life and health through its network of more than 1,100 branches
throughout India. It was established in the year 1920 and has completed its 100
years of existence.

World Thalassemia Day is on 8th May
World Thalassemia Day is May 8. With the increase in the number of thalassemias
in India, prevention and control programs are no longer available. my country
currently has no global national plan for incurable diseases.
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Highlights:
Thalassemia is an inherited blood disease, usually characterized by abnormal
production of hemoglobin in the body.
The abnormality leads to improper oxygen transport and destruction of red blood
cells. It has a wide range of effects on the human body, such as iron overload, bone
deformities, and in severe cases can cause heart disease.
There is no cure for the disease, and patients with thalassemia need regular blood
transfusions to extend their life.
India is the thalassemia capital of the world, with 40 million carriers and more than
1,00,000 patients. There is no prevention and control plan at the national level.
In India, preventive health check-ups are not very common, and people with
thalassemia unknowingly pass this genetic disease to their children.
More than 10,000 patients across the country died before the age of 20 due to lack
of access to treatment.
The Center for Health Ecology and Technology (CHET) formulated the first draft
of India's rare disease policy and submitted it to the Karnataka government in
March 2016.
Neighboring Pakistan passed a bill in February requiring that relatives of
thalassemia patients must be tested for carriers. Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Saudi
Arabia also have similar systems.

World Migratory Bird Day is on 8th May
May 8, 2021 is World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) 2021, which helps to raise
global awareness of the threats faced by migratory birds, their ecological
importance and the need for international cooperation for protection. The first
WMBD was celebrated in 2006.
Highlights:
Organizers: "Convention on Migratory Species", "African-Eurasian Waterfowl
Agreement" (AEWA) and "Environment of the Americas" (EFTA). It focuses on
ecological importance and the need for international cooperation to protect them.
Celebrations include-organizing public events, such as bird festivals, educational
programs, etc.
All these activities can also be carried out at any time of the year, because these
countries or regions observe peak immigration at different times.
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The second Saturday in May and the main day of the international celebrations in
October.
Theme: Sing, Fly, Soar Like a Bird
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AGREEMENTS MOU
MoU between India and the UK
The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Migration and Mobility
Partnership between United Kingdom and the India has been approved by the
Cabinet.
Highlights:
The Memorandum of Understanding aims to liberalise visa issuance, promote
student, scholar, and qualified professional mobility, and enhance bilateral
cooperation on issues such as irregular migration and human trafficking.
The MoU would support Indian students, scholars, and researchers, as well as
those willing to contribute to the economic growth of both countries through
various ventures, regardless of caste, creed, religion, or gender.
By promoting the free flow of talent, this MoU will help both countries' innovation
ecosystems.
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INDEX / LIST
Purchasing Managers Index in April
In April 2021, the seasonally adjusted IHS Markit India Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers' Index (PMI) was 55.5, unchanged from the previous month's reading of
55.4.
Highlights:
It is a survey-based metric that inquires about changes in respondents' perceptions
of key market variables over the previous month.
The PMI's goal is to provide company decision makers, analysts, and investors
with knowledge about current and future market conditions.
It is measured separately for the manufacturing and services sectors before being
combined to form a composite index.
The PMI is a scale that ranges from 0 to 100.
A score of more than 50 indicates expansion, while a score of less than 50
indicates contraction.
A reading of 50 means that nothing has changed.
When the previous month's PMI is higher than the current month's PMI, it
indicates that the economy is contracting.
It is normally published at the beginning of each month. As a result, it is regarded
as a good leading indicator of economic activity.
IHS Markit compiles PMI for more than 40 economies around the world.
PMI assists in making informed decisions at an earlier level since official data on
industrial production, manufacturing, and Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth
comes far later.
It differs from the Index of Industrial Production (IIP), which measures the level of
economic activity.

Global Report on Food Crises by GNAFC
The Global Anti-Food Crisis Network (GNAFC) released the "2021 Global Food
Crisis Report". GNAFC is an international alliance composed of the European
Union, the United Nations, and other governmental and non-governmental
organizations.
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Highlights:
According to the report, the economic crisis is the main reason for pushing 40
million people into hunger in 2020. Compared with 2019, this number has
increased by 24 million people.
Conflicts related to COVID-19, extreme weather and economic shocks are pushing
millions of people into food insecurity.
According to the report, by 2020, more than 155 million people will experience
severe food insecurity. Compared with 2019, this number has increased by 20
million. Among them, 133,000 people are in the most serious period of food
insecurity. They are mainly from Burkina Faso, Yemen and South Sudan.
By 2020, more than 28 million poplars will face emergency-level food insecurity.
The emergency level means they are only one step away from starvation. Urgent
action to prevent the spread of famine.
Between 2016 and 2020, the population affected by using food insecurity had
improved from 94million to 147 million.
Around 75 million Children have been stunted globally and 15 million were
wasted. Two out of three people dealing with food insecurity have been from
African continent.
Africa is the most affected continent because of food shortages. More than 63% of
global food scarcity instances are from Africa. Zimbabwe and Haiti had been hit by
using climate issues that affected meals protection of 15 million people.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When was World Press Freedom Day observed?
A.May 3
B.May 4
C.May 5
D.May 6

Answer A
Explanation May 3 is World Press Freedom Day to celebrate the basic principles of press
freedom and defend the media from the attacks on its independence every year.World Press
Freedom Day is also known as World Press Day. This day also pays tribute to the reporters who
lost their lives.

2) When was World Asthma Day observed in 2021?
A.May 4
B.April 4
C.May 7
D.April 7

Answer A
Explanation Every year, the Global Asthma Initiative organizes World Asthma Day. It aims to
increase people's awareness of asthma. The first Tuesday of May every year is this day. In 2021,
the day is celebrated on 4th May.

3) In Which year World Press Freedom Day was proclaimed?
A.1995
B.1993
C.1991
D.1989

Answer B
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Explanation In December 1993, in accordance with the recommendations of the UNESCO
General Assembly, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed World Press Freedom Day.
This day reminded governments of all countries to respect their commitment to press freedom.

4) When was Global Asthma Initiative launched?
A.1993
B.1995
C.1997
D.1999

Answer A
Explanation The Global Asthma Initiative was launched in 1993 in cooperation with the World
Health Organization, the National Institutes of Health, and the National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute. It provides medical guidelines based on which public health officials and health workers
are spread worldwide.

5) When was World Tuna Day celebrated?
A.March 2
B.April 2
C.May 2
D.June 2

Answer C
Explanation The United Nations commemorates World Tuna Day every year to spread the
importance of protecting tuna fish. Tuna and tuna-like species have important economic
significance for both developing and developed countries.

6) In Which year first World Asthma Day was celebrated?
A.1996
B.1998
C.2000
D.2002

Answer B
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Explanation In 1998, the first World Asthma Day was celebrated in more than 35
countries/regions. During the World Asthma Congress in Spain and Barcelona, the first World
Asthma Day was celebrated.

7) When was UN passed resolution for World Tuna Day?
A.2016
B.2015
C.2014
D.2013

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations (UN) passed a resolution in 2016 that will usher in World Tuna
Day from 2017. The purpose of this day is to prevent the tuna population from collapsing.Several
countries rely on tuna resources for nutrition and food security, income, livelihoods,
entertainment, and economic development.

8) Paul Allen established Stratolaunch in the year ____________.
A.2015
B.2013
C.2011
D.2009

Answer C
Explanation Paul Allen established Stratolaunch in the year 2011. He was a co-founder of
Microsoft. Stratolaunch is developing a reusable hypersonic flight vehicle that shall be used to
launch satellites.

9) Litani river is an important source of water in _____________ Lebanon.
A.southern
B.northern
C.western
D.eastern

Answer A
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Explanation Litani river is an important source of water in southern Lebanon. The Litani Dam
was built in 1959 for irrigation and hydropower projects. It rises in the Beqaa valley and empties
in the Mediterranean.

10) Xylophis Deepaki, a tiny snake with iridescent scales that is only
_______________ long.
A.20 cm
B.10 cm
C.15 cm
D.12 cm

Answer A
Explanation Xylophis Deepaki, a tiny snake with iridescent scales that is only 20 cm long, has
been added to the list. It was discovered in a coconut plantation in Kanyakumari for the first time.

11) _____________ was the first foreign customer for the P-8I, which is based
on the Boeing 737 commercial aircraft.
A.India
B.China
C.Russia
D.Japan

Answer A
Explanation The six aircraft will be equipped with encrypted systems after India and the US
signed the Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA) foundational
agreement.India was the first foreign customer for the P-8I, which is based on the Boeing 737
commercial aircraft.

12) When was Battle of Litani fought?
A.June 9, 1941
B.June 10, 1955
C.June 11, 1965
D.June 12, 1972
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Answer A
Explanation Battle of Litani: It fought on June 9, 1941. This is the second world war. Strive for
the advancement of Beirut. During the war, the Australian army crossed the Litani River and
fought against the Vichy French army. This is part of the Syria-Lebanon movement, the British
invasion of Vichy France, Lebanon and Syria. The Vichy French are Germany's independent ally.

13) Paul Allen was a co-founder of ______________.
A.Microsoft
B.Google
C.Facebook
D.Instagram

Answer A
Explanation Paul Allen established Stratolaunch in the year 2011. He was a co-founder of
Microsoft. Stratolaunch is developing a reusable hypersonic flight vehicle that shall be used to
launch satellites.

14) When was Litani Dam built?
A.1960
B.1963
C.1956
D.1959

Answer D
Explanation Litani river is an important source of water in southern Lebanon. The Litani Dam
was built in 1959 for irrigation and hydropower projects. It rises in the Beqaa valley and empties
in the Mediterranean. The river generates and flows entirely within Lebanon, that is, it is not a
cross-border river.

15) The Defence Acquisition Council authorised the purchase of Boeing's longrange maritime surveillance aircraft in _____________.
A.November 2019
B.November 2018
C.October 2017
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D.October 2019

Answer A
Explanation The Defence Acquisition Council authorised the purchase of Boeing's long-range
maritime surveillance aircraft in November 2019. The proposed sale would be made via the
Foreign Military Sale route, which would entail notification of the US Congress.

16) When is Coal Miners Day observed?
A.May 4
B.May 5
C.May 6
D.May 7

Answer A
Explanation Coal Miners Day observed on 4th May every year to honour the hard work of some
of the great unsung heroes of the Industrial Revolution. Celebrating this day is to express
appreciation to the coal miners and commend their achievements.

17) When wasWorld Portuguese Language Day observed?
A.May 4
B.May 5
C.May 6
D.May 7

Answer B
Explanation Every May 5th, World Portuguese Day emphasizes the important role of the
language in maintaining human civilization and culture.

18) When was World Hand Hygiene Day observed?
A.May 4
B.May 5
C.May 6
D.May 7
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Answer B
Explanation Every year, May 5th is World Hand Hygiene Day. This day is organized by the
World Health Organization (WHO) to raise awareness of the importance of hand hygiene in
preventing many serious infections.

19) When was International Firefighters Day observed?
A.May 4
B.May 5
C.May 6
D.May 7

Answer A
Explanation Every year, May 4th is International Firefighter's Day. Commemorate this day in
honor of the sacrifice of firefighters. In addition, this day can also raise people's awareness to
ensure that the environment and the community are as safe as possible.

20) The introduction of steam locomotives in railways in _____________.
A.1853
B.1852
C.1836
D.1823

Answer A
Explanation Since the introduction of steam locomotives in railways in 1853, the demand for
coal has increased. However, this is not a healthy workplace. In coal mines, there have been
many extreme mining and massacres in the name of profit-making.

21) What is the IUCN Status of Asiatic Lion?
A.Critically Endangered
B.Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer B

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 3 - May 9, 2021)

Explanation Protection Status of Asiatic lions - Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1971: Schedule I;
CITES: Appendix I; IUCN: Endangered

22) Andaman and Nicobar Islands is a group of undulating________Islands
and islets.
A.around 572
B.around 580
C.around 562
D.around 586

Answer A
Explanation Andaman and Nicobar Islands is the largest archipelago system in the Bay of
Bengal. It extends over an area of 8249 Sq. km comprising 572 islands of which 37 are inhabited,
are a group of islands at the juncture of the Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea with a coastline of
1912 km (approx. 1/4th of total coastline of India).

23) World Snooker Championship has been held annually since
_____________.
A.1927
B.1930
C.1935
D.1950

Answer A
Explanation World Snooker Championship has been held annually since 1927. The game was
played at the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, England. The World Professional Billiards and
Snooker Association organized a championship game.

24) Which of the following is the only active volcano not just in India but the
whole of South Asia?
A.Great Nicobar
B.Havelock Island
C.North Sentinel Island
D.Barren Island
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Answer D
Explanation Barren Island of the Andaman & Nicobar Island group is the only active volcano
not just in India but the whole of South Asia.

25) In which of the following areas did Mark Selby won World
Championship?
A.2014
B.2016
C.2017
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Mark Selby won the 2014, 2016, 2017 and 2021 world championships. He ranked
first in the world between 2015 and 2019.World Snooker Championship has been held annually
since 1927. The game was played at the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, England. The World
Professional Billiards and Snooker Association organized a championship game.

26) Which of the following tribes of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands is
Mongoloid origin?
A.Great Andamanese
B.Jarawa
C.Sentineles
D.Shompen

Answer D
Explanation The Great Andamanese, Jarawa, Onge & Sentineles, all of Negrito Origin, in the
Andaman group of Islands, while the tribes in the Nicobar Islands are the Nicobarese and the
Shompen, both of Mongoloid Stock.

27) When was IPL founded?
A.2007
B.2010
C.2008

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 3 - May 9, 2021)

D.2012

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Premier League is a professional Twenty20 cricket league, contested by
eight teams based out of eight different Indian cities. The league was founded by the Board of
Control for Cricket in India in 2007.

28) Which of the following separate the Andaman and Nicobars?
A.Ten Degree Channel
B.Eleven Degree Channel
C.English Channel
D.Indira Point

Answer A
Explanation The Andaman and Nicobars are separated by the Ten Degree Channel which is 150
Kms. wide.330

29) Where is headquarters Drug Controller General of India?
A.Kolkata
B.New Delhi
C.Chennai
D.Bangalore

Answer B
Explanation The Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) heads the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organization (CDSCO).CDSCO is the central drug authority in India.CDSCO is a
national level regulatory body under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.The body is
responsible for approving licenses for certain categories of drugs.It is headquartered in New
Delhi.

30) When was National Panchayati Raj observed?
A.April 24
B.May 24
C.March 25
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D.June 27

Answer A
Explanation National Panchayati Raj Day is the national day of Panchayati Raj System in India
celebrated by Ministry of Panchayati Raj on 24 April annually. Then Prime Minister of India
Manmohan Singh declared the first National Panchayati Raj Day on 24 April 2010.

31) The ______________ is India's second largest partner in research and
innovation collaborations.
A.UK
B.USA
C.China
D.Russia

Answer B
Explanation The UK is India's second largest partner in research and innovation
collaborations.The new partnership aims to support the transfer of inclusive Indian innovations to
select developing countries, starting with Africa.

32) The G7, originally G8, was set up in _____________.
A.1975
B.1980
C.1985
D.1990

Answer A
Explanation The G7, originally G8, was set up in 1975 as an informal forum bringing together
the leaders of the worlds leading industrial nations.The summit gathers leaders from the European
Union (EU) and the following countries: Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United
Kingdom and the United States.

33) Which of the following is the aboriginal tribe who is considered as the most
isolated Palaeolithic tribes of the world?
A.Sentinelese
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B.Great Andamanese
C.Jarawa
D.Shompen

Answer A
Explanation he Sentinelese is an endangered hunter-gatherer tribe living on the North Sentinel
Island of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands. They are considered as the most isolated Palaeolithic
tribes of the world.

34) Russia was formally inducted as a member in the group in _____________,
which led G7 to become G8.
A.2002
B.1998
C.2004
D.2007

Answer B
Explanation Russia was formally inducted as a member in the group in 1998, which led G7 to
become G8.However, Russian President Vladimir Putins condemnable act of moving Russian
troops into eastern Ukraine and conquering Crimea in 2014 drew heavy criticism from the other
G8 nations.The other nations of the group decided to suspend Russia from the G8 as a
consequence of its actions and the group became G7 again in 2014.

35) When was World Athletics Day observed?
A.May 4
B.May 7
C.Mar 4
D.Mar 7

Answer B
Explanation May 7th is World Athletics Day 2020. 1996 is the first World Athletics Day. The
basic target of World Athletics Day is to promote the participation of young people in athletics.

36) When was Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana launched?
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A.2015
B.2017
C.2019
D.2020

Answer A
Explanation Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY):It was established by the government in
2015 to provide non-corporate, non-farm small/micro-enterprises with loans of up to Rs. 10
lakh.MUDRA stands for Micro Units Development & Refinance Agency Ltd., and it is a
government-run financial institution.

37) When was World Biofuel Day observed?
A.May 10
B.Mar 10
C.Aug 10
D.Jun 10

Answer C
Explanation On the occasion of World Biofuel Day on August 10, 2019, the Minister of
Petroleum and Natural Gas launched Expressions of Interest (EOI) for Procurement of Bio-diesel
derived from Used Cooking Oil to develop an eco-system for collecting and converting UCO into
Biodiesel.

38) World Athletics Day was celebrated for the first time in ______________.
A.1996
B.1992
C.1998
D.1995

Answer A
Explanation In the same way, World Athletics Day is organized by the International Athletics
Federation (IAAF). World Athletics Day was celebrated for the first time in 1996.The date of
World Athletics Day is determined by the IAAF. In 2006, participants on this day were between 7
and 15 years old, but then the age gap widened to 13 to 17 years old.
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39) Which of the following are not a member of G7?
A.Canada
B.France
C.Japan
D.Pakistan

Answer D
Explanation The G7 foreign ministers meeting was the first in-person meeting of the foreign
ministers of the organization during the pandemic. The last such meeting was happened in the
year 2019.The members of the G7 are Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United
Kingdom and the United States.

40) International Amateur Athletics Federation was established on
_____________.
A.1982
B.1932
C.1912
D.1952

Answer C
Explanation More than 100 sports federations in the world participated in the 2016 IAAF World
Athletics Day. All events and expenses that occurred on that day were sponsored by the
IAAF.The International Amateur Athletics Federation (IAAF) was established in Stockholm
(Sweden) on July 17, 1912. The IAAF is the leading organization of world athletics.

41) Mark Selby is from _____________.
A.India
B.British
C.China
D.USA

Answer B
Explanation British professional snooker player Mark Selby won the world championship for the
fourth time. This time he won the title of defeating Shaun Murphy.
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42) When is World Red Cross Day celebrated?
A.May 8
B.Mar 8
C.Jun 8
D.Jul 8

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Red Cross Society celebrated World Red Cross Day. The World Red
Cross Memorial Day is May 8, the birthday of Henry Dunant, the founder of the International
Committee of the Red Cross.

43) When was World Thalassemia Day observed?
A.Mar 8
B.May 8
C.Jun 8
D.Jul 8

Answer B
Explanation World Thalassemia Day is May 8. With the increase in the number of thalassemias
in India, prevention and control programs are no longer available. my country currently has no
global national plan for incurable diseases.

44) When was Indian Red Cross Society established?
A.1920
B.1925
C.1940
D.1952

Answer A
Explanation Indian Red Cross Society: IRCS is a voluntary humanitarian organization that
protects human life and health through its network of more than 1,100 branches throughout India.
It was established in the year 1920 and has completed its 100 years of existence.
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45) When was first World Migratory Bird Day observed?
A.2005
B.2006
C.2007
D.2009

Answer B
Explanation May 8, 2021 is World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) 2021, which helps to raise
global awareness of the threats faced by migratory birds, their ecological importance and the need
for international cooperation for protection. The first WMBD was celebrated in 2006.

46) When Center for Health Ecology and Technology formulated the first
draft of Indias rare disease policy?
A.March 2015
B.May 2015
C.March 2016
D.May 2016

Answer C
Explanation The Center for Health Ecology and Technology (CHET) formulated the first draft
of Indias rare disease policy and submitted it to the Karnataka government in March
2016.Neighboring Pakistan passed a bill in February requiring that relatives of thalassemia
patients must be tested for carriers. Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Saudi Arabia also have similar
systems.

47) When was World Migratory Bird Day observed?
A.Mar 8
B.Jun 8
C.May 8
D.Dec 8

Answer C
Explanation May 8, 2021 is World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) 2021, which helps to raise
global awareness of the threats faced by migratory birds, their ecological importance and the need
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for international cooperation for protection. The first WMBD was celebrated in 2006.

48) When was Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change set up?
A.2008
B.1998
C.1988
D.1978

Answer C
Explanation The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the international body
for assessing the science related to climate change.It was set up in 1988 by the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) and United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to
provide policymakers with regular assessments of the scientific basis of climate change, its
impacts and future risks, and options for adaptation and mitigation.

49) In which year Global Network Against Food Crises launched?
A.2015
B.2013
C.2016
D.2017

Answer C
Explanation The Global Anti-Food Crisis Network (GNAFC) released the "2021 Global Food
Crisis Report". GNAFC is an international alliance composed of the European Union, the United
Nations, and other governmental and non-governmental organizations.

50) Where is the headquarters of Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change?
A.Paris
B.Geneva
C.London
D.New York

Answer B
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Explanation The IPCC was established in 1988 by the World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and was later endorsed by the
United Nations General Assembly. Membership is open to all members of the WMO and UN.
And its headquarters is at Geneva.

51) Which of the following planet has most number of moons?
A.Jupiter
B.Saturn
C.Venus
D.Pluto

Answer B
Explanation the discovery of 20 new moons of Saturn has made Saturn the planet with the
highest number of moons (82) against 79 moons of Jupiter.The discovered moons of planet
Saturn may have once comprised a larger moon that was broken apart in the distant past.

52) When was World Food Programme established?
A.1963
B.1965
C.1945
D.1952

Answer A
Explanation World Food Programme (WFP) is the leading humanitarian organization saving
lives and changing lives, delivering food assistance in emergencies and working with
communities to improve nutrition and build resilience.The WFP was established in 1963 by the
FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization) and the United Nations General Assembly.

53) Cassini is a joint space mission of European Space Agency, NASA and
_____________.
A.Italian Space Agency
B.JAXA
C.ISRO
D.None of the above
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Answer A
Explanation Cassini is a joint space mission of European Space Agency, NASA and Italian
Space Agency. It was once referred to as Cassini-Huygens mission. The Cassini space probe
entered the orbit of Saturn and the Huygens of the European Space Agency landed on the Titan
(the largest moon of Saturn). Cassini was once the first space probe to enter the orbit of the
Saturn and the fourth area probe to visit Saturn.

54) The Earth's temperature is about ____________ degrees.
A.23.5
B.24.5
C.25.5
D.23.3

Answer A
Explanation The celestial core of Venus is 4,360 miles (7,000 kilometres) in diameter, similar to
Earth's core.The Venusian tilt was determined to be about 2.64 degrees in the analysis. The
Earth's temperature is about 23.5 degrees.

55) When was Anamalai Tiger Reserve established?
A.2001
B.2003
C.2005
D.2007

Answer B
Explanation Anamalai Tiger Reserve:It is one of Tamil Nadu's four Tiger Reserves. It is located
in the Southern Western Ghats and is part of the Anamalai Parambikulam Elephant Reserve,
which was established in 2003.It is bordered on the east by Parambikulam Tiger Reserve, on the
south west by Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary, and Eravikulam National Park (all belong to Kerala).

56) When was Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary came into exsistence?
A.2014
B.2015
C.2017
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D.2019

Answer B
Explanation The Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary (TCFS) is on the western bank of the creek,
between the Airoli and the Vashi bridges connecting Mumbai and Navi Mumbai. It consists of
896 hectares of mangrove forests and 794 hectares of waterbodies. It came into being in 2015 and
is Maharashtras second marine sanctuary, after Malvan.

57) In which of the states Pulayar Community found?
A.Kerala
B.Karnataka
C.Tamil Nadu
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The Pulayar, also known as Pulaya, Holeya, or Cheramar, are a major ethnic
community in Kerala, Karnataka, and historical Tamil Nadu (Tamilakam).In Kerala and Tamil
Nadu, they are classified as a Scheduled Caste.

58) Where is Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary located?
A.Mumbai
B.Kolkata
C.Chennai
D.Bangalore

Answer A
Explanation An environment clearance by a committee, chaired by Union Environment Minister
to the Bullet train (Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-speed train corridor) has put the spotlight on the
Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary (TCFS) in Mumbai.

59) A Venus year is equal to _____________ days
A.225
B.152
C.32
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D.45

Answer A
Explanation A Venus year is equal to 225 days while a Venus day is equal to 243 days. Thus, a
day on Venus is longer than a year.Venus rotates on its polar axis backwards compared to Earth,
so a Venus sunrise occurs in the west and sunset in the east.

60) Where is Anamalai Tiger Reserve located?
A.Coimbatore
B.Nilgiris
C.Salem
D.Tuticorin

Answer A
Explanation Aanaimalai Tiger Reserve, earlier known as Indira Gandhi Wildlife Sanctuary and
National Park and previously as Aanaimalai Wildlife Sanctuary, is a protected area located in the
Anaimalai Hills of Pollachi and Valparai taluks of Coimbatore District and Udumalaipettai taluk
in Tiruppur District, Tamil Nadu, India.

61) Eco-Sensitive Zones or Ecologically Fragile Areas are areas within
______________ kms around Protected Areas, National Parks and Wildlife
Sanctuaries.
A.10
B.15
C.5
D.20

Answer A
Explanation Eco-Sensitive Zones or Ecologically Fragile Areas are areas within 10 kms around
Protected Areas, National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries.ESZs are notified by MoEFCC,
Government of India under Environment Protection Act 1986.
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