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BANKING & FINANCE
Finance Minister launched INR-USD Futures and Options contracts in the
International Exchanges at GIFT-IFSC
Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitaraman launched
INR-USD Futures and Options contracts on the two International Exchanges,
namely BSE's India INX and NSE's NSE-IFSC, at GIFT International Financial
Services Centre (IFSC) at Gandhinagar through video conference on 8 May.
Background:
The launch of INR-USD contracts at the exchanges in GIFT-IFSC is a step in
bringing the international financial centres to India.
Earlier, the significant market share in financial services related to India has moved
to other international financial centres.
The move will be available 22 hours across all time zones for all global
participants from GIFT IFSC.
It is expected that trading of INR-USD contracts will bring volumes to India.
The move would also bring larger global participation in India through IFSC and
connect India's IFSC globally.

SBI reduces benchmark lending rate by 15 basis points
State Bank of India (SBI) slashed the benchmark lending rate by 15 basis
points (bps). With the newly announced cut, the MCLR (Marginal Cost of Funds
based Lending Rate) reduced to 7.25%, from 7.40% with effect from 10 of May.
SBI Wecare Deposit:
As a measure tosafeguard the interests of senior citizens, the bank has introduced a
new product 'SBI Wecare Deposit' in the retail term deposit segment.
Under the new product, an additional 30 bps premium will be payable for senior
citizen's retail term deposits with Five Years and above tenure only. This scheme
would be open until 30 September 2020.
SBI also slashed its interest rates on retail term deposits by 20 bps for up to 3
years tenure, effective from 12 of May.

SC places cooperative banks under Sarfaesi Act on a par with other lenders
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The Supreme Court (SC) brought cooperative banks under the Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Act of 2002
(Sarfaesi Act) that empowers lenders to seize and sell defaulters' assets.
Sarfaesi Act:
The move by the apex court aims to boost the cooperative banks that play a vital
role in financial inclusion across large swathes of India.
The cooperative banks come under the category of banks as defined under Section
2(1)(c) of the Sarfaesi Act. Hence, the recovery procedures mentioned under the
law will be applied to the cooperative banks as well.
Under Sarfaesi Act, the secured creditors can take possession of the assets of a
borrower who fails to pay dues within 60 days of demanding repayment.
The judgment stated that cooperative banks were bound by the provisions of the
Banking Regulation Act, 1949, and all the other legislation applicable to banks
under the RBI Act. Now, the cooperative banks will have to comply with these
rules.
Cooperative banks will now be involved in banking activities that are covered u/s
5(c) & 56(a) of the Banking Regulation Act.
As per the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) report, as of 31 March 2018, there are
1,551 urban cooperative banks (UCBs), and 96,612 rural cooperative banks (as on
31 March 2017). The rural cooperative banks account for 65.8% of the total asset
size of all cooperative banks.
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INTERNATIONAL
Russia awarded Kim Jong Un on its 75th anniversary of the victory over Nazi
Germany
Russian President Vladimir Putin awarded Kim Jong Un a commemorative war
medal to mark the 75th anniversary of the victory over Nazi Germany. The
medal was awarded to recognize the North Korean leader's role in preserving the
memory of Soviet soldiers who died on North Korean territory.
Russia-North Korea ties:
In 1948, diplomatic relations were established between the Soviet Union and
North Korea. The Soviet military forces supported the Korean People's Army
during the Korean War. N. Korea was established as communist bloc gaining
maximum support from Russia.
Background:
In 2019, Russia invited Kim Jong Un to visit Moscow on 9 May and attend the
military parade to mark the 75th anniversary of the victory. Russian President later
announced the decision to postpone the parade indefinitely in April because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. In 2015, the North Korean leader rejected an invitation by
Moscow to attend the 70th anniversary, citing domestic affairs.

Lost At Home report of UNICEF says largest number of children displaced in
2019 yr
UNICEF released a report titled "Lost At Home" on 5 May. The report
highlighted the risks and challenges of internally displaced children and the
need to protect them.
Highlights:
The report highlighted that 19 million children were living in displacement within
their own countries due to conflict and violence in 2019.
In 2019, an estimated 46 million people were internally displaced by conflict and
violence.
It also stated that there were around 12 million new displacements of children in
the 2019, out of which 3.8 million of them were caused by conflict and violence,
and 8.2 million by disasters related to weather-related events like flooding and
storms.
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UNICEF also called on governments to take concrete action and investment that
will help provide protection and equitable access to services for all internally
displaced children and their families.
Note:
The three major countries that reported more than half of persons displaced due to
conflict and violence children are Syria, Congo, and Yemen.

Irans parliament introduces new currency, Toman, to tackle inflation
The Iranian Parliament has announced the decision to replace its currency "Rial"
with another basic unit of currency called the "Toman." Each toman will be
worth 10,000 rials under the new system. The move aims to ease the psychological
impact of soaring consumer prices on a population that has endured high inflation
for decades and grappled the number of zeros in government figures.
The move by the Iranian government aims to simplify financial transactions. Once
the law is ratified, the Central Bank of Iran will have two years to implement the
change. The rial and the new currency is expected to overlap for between two to
five years in the market. The new system was authorized to manage high inflation
in the country.
Background:
In 1930, Iran changed its basic monetary unit from dinar to the rial. The change
was a part of the modernization of the economy undertaken by the Pahlavi dynasty,
which was overthrown by the revolution in 1979. The Iranian government has been
planning to replace currency notes since 2016.

Prime Minister of Iraq Mustafa al-Kadhimi assumed office
Iraq's new Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi assumed office on 6 May after
the country's parliament approved a new government. The approval came after
around 6 months of political wrangling. Mustafa replaced Adel Abdul Mahdi.
Along with Mustafa al-Kadhimi, two other candidates, Mohammed Allawi and
Adnan al-Zurfi were nominated by the Iraqi Parliament. But Mohammed Allawi
and Adnan al-Zurfi withdrew after failing to win enough support in parliament.
Kadhimi Won with the backing of the biggest political blocs The Iraq Parliament
also approved 15 ministers out of a prospective 22-seat cabinet in a vote of
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confidence.
Mustafa al-Kadhimi:
Mustafa al-Kadhimi is a Shia Muslim and is seen as a political independent and a
pragmatist. The 53-year-old is a former journalist. He wrote against former
President Saddam Hussein from exile in Iran and the UK before the US-led
invasion of Iraq in 2003. He served as head of the Iraqi National Intelligence
Service (Inis) from 2016 until April 2020 when he was tasked with forming a
government.

UN and partners launch USD 6.7 billion appeals for vulnerable countries for
COVID-19 relief
The United Nations and its partner agencies launched a $6.7 billion global
appeal to fight the COVID-19 pandemic. It will focus on more vulnerable countries
and combating food insecurity and gender-based violence.
The UN Emergency Relief:
The UN Emergency Relief plan originally included 54 countries and programmes
to respond to the growth in food insecurity.
Under the plan, 9 more vulnerable countries have been added. The nine newly
added countries are Pakistan, Benin, Mozambique, Djibouti, Liberia, the
Philippines, Sierra Leone, Togo, and Zimbabwe.
The plans are for quick and determined action to stave off the most debilitating
effects of the pandemic in 63 low and middle-income countries.
New transport hubs for delivering supplies by air have also been established under
the plan. Nearly 2 million people worldwide, including health workers, have been
trained in virus identification through an online portal run by the WHO.
World Food Programme (WFP) the UN agencies and partners responding to the
immense needs, reaching nearly 100 million people on any given day.

Global Energy Review of IEA states 15 percent decline in electricity demand
The International Energy Agency (IEA) released the Global Energy Review in
2020. The report stated that 15% of the daily electricity demand has been
reduced. It highlighted the carbon dioxide emissions and the global energy demand
in the year 2020.
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Report Highlights:
The report was based on the survey collected from 30 countries including India
and China.
The report stated that decline in the electricity demand is due to lockdown imposed
because of the COVID-19 pandemic in countries such as India, Italy, France, UK.
The pandemic has reduced fossil-fuel based power generation. In India, the
production of electricity has declined by 32.2% as compared to the 2019 level.
It also stated that the oil demand was reduced by 5% and Carbon Dioxide
Emissions have declined by 8% as compared to 2019.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Centre constitutes 20 Central Public Health Teams for districts with highest
number of COVID-19 cases
The government of India has constituted 20 Central Public Health Teams from
the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. The move comes as per the guidance
of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
10 Central Public Health Teams:
The teams have been constituted to support the States in the implementation of
containment measures for COVID-19 in the affected areas within these
districts/cities.
The teams will assist the State Governments.
The 20 districts that are reporting the maximum number of COVID-19 are
Mumbai, Maharashtra; Ahmedabad, Gujarat; Delhi (South East); Indore, Madhya
Pradesh; Pune, Maharashtra; Jaipur, Rajasthan; Thane, Maharashtra; Surat, Gujarat;
Chennai, Tamil Nadu; Hyderabad, Telangana; Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh; Jodhpur,
Rajasthan; Delhi (Central); Agra, Uttar Pradesh; Kolkata, West Bengal; Kurnool,
Andhra Pradesh; Vadodara, Gujarat; Guntur, Andhra Pradesh; Krishna, Andhra
Pradesh; Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.
As of 4 May, India has 130 red zones, 284 orange zones, and 319 green zones.
They will be opened up gradually as per the Home Ministry guidelines.

Jal Shakti Ministry launched IDEAthon
On 2 May 2020, the National Mission for Clean Ganga operating (NMCG)
under Ministry of Jal Shakti and National Institute of Urban Affairs
(NIUA) launched "IDEAthon" titled "The future of River Management" to
explore how the COVID-19 crisis can shape River Management strategies for the
future. The move focuses on creating awareness about the ecological importance
and economic potential of the rivers to help the cities.
IDEAthon:
IDEAthon had created a framework called River Management in a city's Urban
river management plan.
It examined how the social angle of rivers can be leveraged to address other crises.
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An international webinar was to bring together close to 500 participants. The
expert panelists were from different countries and international organizations.
The IDEAthon sought to brainstorm the learnings from COVID-19 pandemic, the
following lockdown, and its impact on river management.
It also aims to mainstream River Management in a city's Urban Planning
framework. NMCG has developed a template for an Urban River Management Plan
with the National Institute of Urban Affairs.
Interactive discussion on various aspects of river management was held during the
event.

UP makes Arogya Setu app must for those in hotspot areas
Uttar Pradesh state government has made it compulsory to download the Arogya
Setu app for those living in hotspot areas of the state. The State government has
issued instructions regarding the opening of offices and resuming work in industrial
areas.
Highlights:
As per the move, Arogya Setu App is a must for everyone in the Hotspot area. If
anyone is facing any problem in download and use of the app then teams
comprising members of the administration, Medical Services, and Police personal
will help them.
Administrative and health department officials have been directed for contact
mapping of every case in the hotspot area.
The govt has strictly restricted gatherings of five or more persons at any point as
part of the COVID-19 management.
The total number of active COVID-19 positive cases in the state has reached 1838,
Special instructions have been issued for surveillance management in hotspot areas
and containment zones.

India to boost its economy with Bamboo resources
Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Development of North Eastern
Region (DoNER), Dr. Jitendra Singh, addressed the Bamboo Conclave through
Video Conference. The Union Ministry of Agriculture and stakeholders from
different sectors participated in the conference.
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Bamboo Conclave:
The Minister discussed India's Post-COVID economy which will provide an
opportunity for India to emerge as an economic power with the support of its
Bamboo resources.
Northeast consists of 60% of India's reserve of Bamboo.
The total requirement of "Agarbatti" in India is about 2,30,000 per annum and the
market value of it is up to Rs.5000 crore. India has been importing a large bulk of it
from countries like China and Vietnam. It is expected that the Post-COVID era,
will provide an opportunity for the North-Eastern region to help India become
world competitive and self-sufficient in the changed scenario.
Centre also plans for the promotion of bamboo manufacturing and trade and works
out the feasibility of Public-Private Partnership (PPP) in this sector.
Bamboo can be processed into multiple products, including bio-diesel and green
fuel, wooden lumber, and plywood.
It can change the entire face of the economy and create employment opportunities
in multiple sectors.

Kashmiri saffron received GI tag
Kashmiri saffron received a Geographical Indication (GI) tag. The Certificate
was granted to the Department of Agriculture Kashmir.
Kashmir Saffron:
Kashmir saffron has a unique identity and superior quality as compared to saffron
grown across the world.
It is famous and unique as it is grown at an altitude of 1,600 m.
The spice is derived from the crocus flower. The Kashmir Saffron is long, thick,
and has a natural deep red colour. The deep red colour of the saffron is due to the
high quantity of crocin. It has a rich flavour because of the safranal and the
bitterness is due to the presence of picrocrocin.
The Saffron cultivated in Kashmir has a high aroma and is processed without
adding any chemical.
Saffron has been grown in the Kashmir valley for hundreds of years and it is very
expensive.
Saffron is used extensively in medicines and cooking in Kashmir with some
claiming that saffron is an aphrodisiac.
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Note:
Geographical Indication (GI) tag is a sign on products that have a specific
geographical origin and the product may have special quality or reputation. By
tagging a product will lead to the overall economic prosperity of the producers.

Manufacturing sector activity in India hits record low in April amid lockdown
IHS Markit India stated that the Manufacturing Purchasing Managers' Index
(PMI) of the manufacturing sector activity of the country has slipped into
contraction mode, after remaining in the growth territory for 32 consecutive
months.
Highlights:
The PMI fell to 27.4 in April, from 51.8 in March. It reflected the sharpest
deterioration in business conditions across the sector since data collection began
over 15 years ago.
The index above 50 means expansion and a score below that denotes contraction.
The unprecedented contraction in April occurred due to the national lockdown
restrictions. Because of that the new business orders collapsed at a record pace and
firms sharply reduced their staff numbers.

Narendra Singh Tomar launched The Saras Collection on GeM portal
The Union Minister for Rural Development and Panchayati Raj and Agriculture
and Farmers' Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar launched The Saras Collection on
the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) portal at Krishi Bhavan in New Delhi on
4 May 2020.
The Saras Collection:
It is a unique initiative of GeM and the DeenDayalAntyodaya Yojana-National
Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM), Ministry of Rural Development.
The Saras Collection will showcase daily utility products made by rural self-help
groups (SHGs).
It aims to provide SHGs in rural areas with market access to Central and State
Government buyers.
Under this initiative, the SHG sellers will be able to list their products in 5 product
categories, namely handicrafts, handloom and textiles, office accessories, grocery
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and pantry, and personal care and hygiene.
In Phase-1,913 SHGs from 11 States have already registered as sellers and 442
products have been on-boarded.
GeM has developed an API based integration mechanism with the NRLM
database.
GeM will collaborate with State functionaries to address the capacity building and
training needs of SHGs and build up their competencies required for order
packaging, catalog management, and logistics.

PMJAK plays a vital role in COVID-19 Situation
The Union Minister of State (IC) for Shipping and Chemicals & Fertilisers
Mansukh Mandaviya reported that the Jan Aushadi Kendras are playing a vital
role in the COVID-19 situation.
Highlights:
Around 10 lakh persons per day are visiting 6000 Jan Aushadhi Kendras to
source quality medicines at affordable prices. These Kendras are also selling
HydroxyChloroquine (HQC).
Jan Aushadi Kendras are opened under the Scheme to fulfill the vision of the
Prime Minister to make available quality generic medicine at affordable price.
So far, about 6000 Jan Aushadi Kendras have started operating across the country
where at par quality medicines are sold at a cheaper price by 50% to 90% of
Average Market Price.
Janaushadhi Pariyojana:
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana Kendra (PMBJP) is an
initiative launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP), Government of
India. It aims to provide quality medicines at an affordable price. The number of
Kendras has grown to more than 6200, and 700 districts are covered under the
scheme at present. The total sales in the financial year 2019-20 have crossed Rs.383
crore, which led to total savings of approximately Rs.2200 crore of common
citizens as these medicines are cheaper by 50 to 90% of the average market price.

Centre completed integration of Cold Chain Projects
The Union Minister of Food Processing Industries Harsimrat Kaur Badal held
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a video conference with the promoters of the completed Integrated Cold Chain
Projects on 4 May. The promoters of 38 cold chain projects participated in the
Video Conference.
Highlights:
The projects are supported by the Ministry of Food Processing Industries
(MoFPI) in Maharashtra.
The promoters shared the experience gained and the problems faced in completing
the projects.
The promoters shared the challenges faced in running the cold chain
projects during the lockdown period.
The conference emphasized the need to leverage the collective strength of the
Integrated Cold Chain network to cope up with the COVID-19 crisis that has posed
a serious challenge to the existing supply chain of food products.
They discussed issues such as piling stocks of frozen vegetables and processed
dairy products not finding their traditional markets like restaurants, banquets,
hotels, etc. amidst the lockdown and further, the difficulty in exporting these
products.
The promoters shared that a higher number of working hours is required as
businesses are operating with 1/3rd or half of labour Force. This has increased the
cost of production rendering products less competitive.
They discussed following major issues including Raw material availability and its
high cost; Impact of lockdown on operations; Labour and Logistics issues; High
inventory costs; and Liquidity crisis as payments have to be made to farmers.

Centre to introduce Agro MSME Policy to focus on entrepreneurship
development
Centre is to introduce an Agro MSME Policy that will focus on entrepreneurship
development in rural, tribal, agricultural, and forest areas for manufacturing
products using local raw material. The information was announced by the Union
Minister for Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) and Road
Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari.
Agro MSME Policy:
The move focuses on export enhancement and import substitution to replace
foreign imports with domestic production.
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It also focuses on innovation, entrepreneurship, science and technology, research
skill and experiences to convert the knowledge into wealth.
The policy will also focus on further extension of the moratorium, payment of
salaries to workers during lockdown from their ESI and Provident Fund, a helpline
for MSMEs, strengthening access to finance, etc.
Also, the Ministry of MSME has signed an MoU with AYUSH Ministry to
promote the AYUSH sector through various schemes of Ministry of MSMEs in
the areas of training, skilling, handholding, and entrepreneurship development.
The MSME sector needs to be ensured by industries that necessary preventive
measures are taken to prevent the spread of COVID-19. He emphasized on the
usage of PPE (Masks, sanitizer, etc.) and advised to maintain social distancing
norms during business operations.

Delhi imposes 70 percent Special Corona Fee on Liquor
The Delhi state government imposed a 'Special Corona Fee' on liquor. As per the
announcement, 70% of the maximum retail price (MRP) will be charged for all
categories of liquor that will be sold in the city with effect from 5 May. The fee was
approved by Delhi's Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal. Also, a notification was later
issued by the Delhi government's finance department.
Highlights:
The move by the Delhi government aims to boost the government revenue but
will also result in a steep rise in the prices of retail liquor bottles.
The lockdown since 25 March to contain COVID-19 cost the Delhi government
around Rs.645 crore in revenue from the sale of alcohol.
The excise department prepared a full report on the exact revenue loss incurred by
the ban on the sale of liquor for over 40 days.
So far, 3,403 active cases have been reported, out of which 1,431 people have
recovered from COVID-19.

The 14th meeting of the high-level GoM on COVID-19 was held
The 14th meeting of the High-level Group of Ministers (GoM) on COVID-19
was held at Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi on 5 May. The meeting was held under the
chairpersonship of Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Health & Family
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Welfare.
Highlights:
GoM has in-depth deliberation on containment strategy and management
aspects of COVID-19, and the measures being taken by the Centre and various
States.
Discussions on the genome sequencing of strains of the novel coronavirus
isolated from patients in different parts of the country that has been initiated were
held.
The Minister ensured the availability of essential medical equipment such as
Personal Protective Equipments (PPE), masks, ventilators, and other essential
equipment against the requirement.
Various aspects pertaining to the performance, impact, and benefits of the
Arogya-Setu application were discussed during the meeting.
Various mechanisms that were devised to reach out to the people who have a
landline or featured phones through Interactive Voice Response System (IVRS) in
local languages for better results were reviewed at the meeting.

Civil Aviation Ministry launches GARUD portal to fast-track approval to
COVID-19 related drone operations
Civil Aviation Ministry and the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) have launched the Government Authorisation for Relief Using Drones
(GARUD) portal.
GARUD portal:
The portal aims to provide fast track conditional exemptions to government
agencies for COVID-19 related drone operations.
The move will help the government entities in addressing the challenges posed by
COVID-19 and will remain in force until further orders.
Civil Aviation Ministry also said that any violation of provisions will make the
conditional exemption null and void and will lead to penal action.

PM discussed the COVID-19 pandemic with PM H.E. Antonio Costa
Prime Minister Narendra Modi discussed the COVID-19 pandemic through a
phone call with H.E. Antonio Costa, Prime Minister of Portugal on 5 May.
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Highlights:
The two leaders discussed the state of COVID-19 pandemic and the steps being
taken by both countries to control their health and economic impact.
The PM Modi commended PM Costa for his effective handling of the crisis.
The leaders noted that proactive national measures were helpful in containing the
spread of the coronavirus.
They offered all possible help to each other in dealing with the situation and agreed
to collaborate on research and innovation aimed at fighting COVID-19.
Recently, the Portuguese government extended the validity of visas of Indian
travellers to Portugal who could not return because of the lockdown.
The leaders agreed to consult each other on the evolving dimensions of the crisis
and the post-COVID context.

Indian Navy launched Operation Samudra Setu
Indian Navy launched Operation Samudra Setu, meaning Sea Bridge, as a part
of a national effort to repatriate Indian citizens from overseas. Indian Naval Ships
(INS) Jalashwa and Magar are presently en route to the port of Mal, the Republic
of Maldives to commence evacuation operations from 8 May 2020 as part of
Phase-1.
Operation Samudra Setu:
The operation aims to evacuate personnel who repatriate Indian citizens from
overseas.
GoI is monitoring the situation with respect to the effect of COVID-19 pandemic
on the citizens abroad. The Indian Navy has been directed to make suitable
preparations for their evacuation by sea.
The Indian Mission in the Republic of Maldives is preparing a list of Indian
nationals to be evacuated by Naval ships and will facilitate their embarkation after
the requisite medical screening.
Under the operation, a total of 1000 persons are planned to be evacuated during the
first trip, catering for COVID-related social distancing norms vis-a-vis the carrying
capacity and medical facilities available onboard.
The ships are provisioned for the evacuation operation. The evacuated personnel
will be provided the basic amenities and medical facilities during the sea-passage.
Stringent protocols have been stipulated due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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The evacuated personnel will be disembarked at Kochi, Kerala. They will be
entrusted to the care of State authorities.
This operation is done by the Ministries of Defence, External Affairs, Home
Affairs, Health, and various other agencies of Central/State governments.

Scientists to culture novel coronavirus in human lung epithelial cell
Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad has partnered
with a Bengaluru-based company, Eyestem Research Private Limited, to take up
research activities on COVID-19.
Highlights:
The collaboration aims to grow novel coronavirus in human cell lines, which will
enable in vitro testing of potential drugs and vaccines against the COVID-19.
Eyestem's human lung epithelial cell culture system will be used as part of its AntiCOVID Screening (ACS) platform to understand the molecular and pathological
characteristics of the novel coronavirus.
The research will overcome the issues faced to culture the virus outside the human
host.
CSIR-CCMB is known for its cutting-edge research work on cellular and
molecular biology. Eyestem Research Private Limited is a cell therapy start-up
incubated at the Centre for Cellular and Molecular Platforms (C-CAMP),
Bengaluru.
C-CAMP is an initiative of the Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science
and Technology.
Eyestem is working to democratize access to cell therapy and disease modeling
platforms and bring their benefit to a large section of humanity.

UP launched Ayush Kavach app to boost immunity through Ayurveda
Uttar Pradesh state government unveiled the Ayush Kavach app that will provide
health-related tips and information about ayurvedic medicines amid the COVID-19
pandemic. The app was launched by the UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on 5
May.
Ayush Kavach app:
Ayush Kavach mobile app will help people access prescriptions to strengthen their
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resistance through the ancient mode of Yoga and Ayurveda of India.
Ayurveda and the ancient traditions of India. It is expected to boost immunity
through Ayurveda which will help in fighting these types of viruses.
There was a need for such an app that could easily deliver information about
Ayurveda and traditional medicines and prescriptions in simple language with ease
among the masses.
The mobile app Ayush Kavach was developed by the Ayush Department of Uttar
Pradesh in view of the COVID-19 health crisis.

Himachal Pradesh to launch Nigah Scheme
Himachal Pradesh State Government is to launch the "Nigah" Scheme to
properly sensitize and educate family members of people coming from other
states so that social distancing is effectively maintained. The announcement was
made by Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur.
Nigah Scheme:
Under the scheme, a team of ASHA workers, health workers, and Anganwadi
workers would visit the family members of persons arriving from other states. The
will educate them about the importance of social distancing so that they could be
saved from any possible infection.
The state government also ordered to mark the people who have come from
other states.
Also, the govt. stated that strict action would be taken against those jumping home
quarantine as this would not only harm their family members but also society as a
whole.
The persons entering the state have been asked to download Aarogya Setu App and
must also be provided with Information Education Communication (IEC) material
regarding the importance of social distancing.

CMIE data reports Indias unemployment rate climbed to 27.1 percent
Centre for Monitoring of Indian Economy (CMIE) data stated that the
unemployment rate in India has climbed to a staggering 27.1% as of 3 May
2020. It also stated that over 121.5 million Indian's were out of jobs in April due to
the continuous nationwide lockdown to contain COVID-19.
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Highlights:
The report stated that 91.3 million workers including daily wagers and those
working with small traders were out of jobs in April followed by 18.2 million
employment loss of entrepreneurs, and 17.8 million among the salaried class.
It showed that around 5.8 million farmers went back to work as farming activity
picked up after 20 April due to a staggered easing of lockdown in parts of India.
The jobless rate increased to 27.1% as of 3 May.
The urban unemployment rate climbed almost 8% point in the above time period
over the week ended 26 April, the rural unemployment jumped to 26.16%, up from
20.88%.
India's overall weekly unemployment rate increased from 6.74% on 15 March to
26.19% on 19 April. Unemployment decreased to 21.05% in late April.
India's economy has already slowed down due to persistent financial sector
weaknesses. It also reported, post the lockdown, due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
economic activity has caused massive job loss and wage loss.

Progress of Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package so far
Ministry of Finance stated that around 39 crore poor people received financial
assistance of Rs.34,800 crore under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package
(PMGKP) as of 5 May 2020. The amount was transferred to the beneficiaries using
the digital payment infrastructure.
Highlights:
PMGKP announced by Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on 26 March
2020 to protect poor people from the impact of the lockdown due to COVID-19.
The Government announced free food grains and cash payment to women and poor
senior citizens and farmers under the scheme.
The swift implementation of the package is continuously monitored by Central and
State governments.
Central/State governments ensure that the relief measures reach the needy swiftly
and in line with the intent of the lockdown.
Fintech and digital technology have been employed for efficient transfer to the
beneficiary.
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) ensures that the amount is directly credited into the
account of the beneficiary, eliminates leakage, and improves efficiency. It has also
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ensured credit to the beneficiary's account without the need for the beneficiary to
physically go to the branch.
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package-Total Direct Benefit Transfer till 5
May 2020:
Support to PMJDY women account holders:
Number of Beneficiaries:
1st Installment - Rs.20.05 crore (98.3%); Amount: Rs.10025 crore
2nd Installment - Rs.5.57 crore; Amount: Rs.2785 crore
Support to NSAP (Aged widows, Divyang, Senior citizen):
Number of Beneficiaries: 2.82 crore (100%)
Amount: 1405 crore
Front-loaded payments to farmers under PM-KISAN:
Number of Beneficiaries: 8.19 crore
Amount: Rs.16394 crore
Support to Building & Other Construction workers:
Number of Beneficiaries: 2.20 crore
Amount: Rs.3493 crore
24% contribution to EPFO:
Number of Beneficiaries: 0.45 crore
Amount: Rs.698 crore

PM chaired a meeting of the Task Force on Corona Vaccine Development
Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired a meeting of the Task Force on Corona
Vaccine Development. He reviewed the current status of India's efforts in
developing the vaccine, drug discovery, diagnosis, and testing.
Highlights:
The quality, manufacturing capacity of the Indian vaccine companies was
highlighted.
Around 30 Indian vaccines are in different stages of corona vaccine development.
Few are under trial stages.
In drug development, three approaches are being taken.
1) The first approach is the repurposing of existing drugs. A minimum of four drugs
are undergoing synthesis and examination in this category.
2) As per the Second approach, the development of new candidate drugs and
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molecules are driven by linking high performance computational approaches with
laboratory verification.
3) In the third approach, the plant extracts and products are being examined for
general anti-viral properties.
For diagnosis and testing, several academic research institutions and start-ups have
developed new tests, both for the Reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction
(RT-PCR) approach and for antibody detection.
PM suggested conducting a hackathon on linking computer science to synthesis
and testing in the laboratory so that successful candidates could be taken up by the
start-ups for further development and scaling up.

Rajasthan begins Plasma therapy to treat COVID-19 patients
Rajasthan State Health Minister Raghu Sharma formally launched COVID-19
treatment with plasma therapy at the city's SMS Medical College through video
conferencing on 6 May.
Highlights:
SMS Medical College has received permission from the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) to treat 20 critical patients with Plasma therapy.
The Plasma therapy trials were started in the state.
The State assured that it has provided world-class screening and treatment facilities
for COVID-19 patients.
CT scan, pulmonary angiography, ultrasonography of the lung, and high-level
blood tests are being done for COVID-19 patients at SMS Medical College.
Plasma Therapy:
Under the Convalescent plasma method, Plasma from people who have recovered
from COVID-19 will be collected. The Convalescent serum, that is the blood
serum, will then be administered to a COVID-19 patient. The sick will acquire
passive immunization. It is believed that it might contain antibodies to the virus that
causes the disease and might be effective against the infection. The method was
used to treat diseases such as polio, measles, mumps, 1918 flu epidemic, and in
previous outbreaks of respiratory infections namely H1N1 influenza, SARS, and
MERS.
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Karnataka announced Rs.1,610 crore package for farmers, construction
workers, weavers, auto and taxi drivers
Karnataka Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa announced Rs.1,610 crore package
for farmers, construction workers, weavers, auto and taxi drivers on 6 May.
The state govt. has also announced that all those who incurred losses due to
lockdown will be compensated.
Highlights:
The flower growers in the state will get a compensation of Rs.25,000 per hectare.
Washermen, barbers, construction workers, auto and taxi drivers will get a
compensation of Rs.5,000 each. The electricity fixed charges for MSMEs will be
waived off for two months and a package will be announced soon to compensate
fruit and vegetable growers.
The state also announced a new Naikar Samaan Yojana that will provide Rs.2,000
financial assistance to the weavers.
The state government is also making various efforts for the welfare of stranded
migrants and labourers.

Ministry of AYUSH to formally launch studies on AYUSH interventions for
COVID-19 situation
AYUSH Minister Shripad Yesso Naik and Health Minister Harsh Vardhan
will jointly launch three AYUSH based studies related to COVID-19 situation at
New Delhi on 7 May.
Highlights:
The initiatives are taken to address the COVID-19 pandemic problem in the
country through clinical studies including prophylactic and add-on interventions, of
AYUSH systems.
The AYUSH Ministry also studies the impacts of AYUSH based prophylactic
interventions in a high-risk population and AYUSH advocacies and AYUSH
measures for prevention of COVID 19.
Ministry of AYUSH has set up an Interdisciplinary Ayush R&D Task Force with a
group of experts under the chairmanship of Dr. Bhushan Patvardhan, ViceChairman, University Grant Commission (UGC) to formulate and develop
strategies for this initiative.
The studies include:
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Clinical research studies on Ayurveda interventions as prophylaxis and as an addon to standard care to COVID-19
Population-based interventional studies on the impact of AYUSH based
prophylactic interventions
Ayush Sanjivani application-based study for impact assessment of acceptance and
usage of AYUSH advisories in its role in the prevention of COVID-19.

Centre to set up farmers movement on integrated soil nutrient management
based on Soil Health Card
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare has announced the setting up of
integrated soil nutrient management a farmers' movement. The announcement was
announced by the Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare Narendra
Singh Tomar. During 2020-21, the major focus of the Soil Health Programme
would be on a mass awareness programme for farmers in over 1 lakh villages
covering all districts of the country.
Highlights:
The mission mode awareness of the Soil Health Programme to increase the use of
bio and organic fertilizers and reducing chemical fertilizers strictly based on
recommendations of Soil Health Card.
The Department of Agriculture, Cooperation, and Farmers' Welfare is to
launch a comprehensive campaign on soil test based rational application of
fertilizers. It also promotes organic farming including Bhartiya Prakritik Krishi
Padhati (BPKP) for safe nutritious food in association with the Departments of
Panchayat Raj, Rural Development and Drinking Water and Sanitation.
Under the SHC scheme, Soil Health Cards are provided to all farmers at an interval
of 2 years.
Soil Health Card will provide two sets of fertilizer recommendations for 6 crops
including recommendations of organic manures.
Farmers will be given recommendations for additional crops on demand. They can
also print the card as their own from the SHC portal.
SHC portal has a farmers database of both the cycles. It is available in 21
languages for the benefit of the farmers.

Aarogya Setu Interactive Voice Response System implemented
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Aarogya Setu Interactive Voice Response System (IVRS) the feature has been
implemented in the Aarogya Setu mobile application. The new feature of the app
aims to include the citizens with feature phones and landlines under the protection
of Aarogya Setu. The service is available across the country.
Aarogya Setu IVRS:
Aarogya Setu IVRS is a toll-free service. The citizens are asked to give a missed
call to the number 1921 and they will get a call back requesting for inputs regarding
their health.
The questions asked will be aligned with the Aarogya Setu App, and based on the
responses given, citizens will also get an SMS indicating their health status and also
will get further alerts for their health moving forward.
So far, the service is implemented in 11 regional languages similar to the mobile
application.
The input provided by the user or citizen will be made part of the Aarogya Setu
database. The information will be processed to send alerts to the citizen on the
action to be taken to ensure their safety.
Visit: https://www.mohfw.gov.in/. to get the authentic information.
Technical queries related to COVID-19 may be emailed at
technicalquery.covid19@gov.in and other queries on ncov2019@gov.in and via
tweets to @CovidIndiaSeva.
Also, call at the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare helpline no.: 11-23978046
or 1075 (Toll-free).

IMD subtly includes PoK, Gilgit-Baltistan in its weather forecasts
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has started to include Jammu &
Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit-Baltistan, and Muzaffarabad in its meteorological subdivision of Jammu & Kashmir. The daily region-wise forecasts are for the entire
sub-division, and not for any specific areas within. The first such forecast for Gilgit
was uploaded on 6 May.
Highlights:
The move by IMD reflects the changed status of Ladakh as a separate Union
Territory (UT).
The shift can be perceived as subtle diplomacy in claiming India's rights over
Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK).
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India protest against Pakistan court's order:
The IMD's move comes just days after Pakistan's Supreme Court allowed that
country's government to conduct elections in the Gilgit-Baltistan region. In
response, India told Pakistan that it has no locus standi in Gilgit-Baltistan and asked
Islamabad to vacate PoK, which is an integral part of India. It was clearly conveyed
that the entire UT of J&K and Ladakh, including the areas of Gilgit and
Baltistan, are an integral part of India by virtue of its fully legal and irrevocable
accession.

Ministry of Tourism launched DekhoApnaDesh logo design contest
The Ministry of Tourism launched the 'DekhoApnaDesh' logo design contest on
the MyGov platform. The objective of this contest is to have a logo for the
DekhoApnaDesh campaign coming out of the creative ideas of the citizens of the
country.
DekhoApnaDesh:
DekhoApnaDesh is an initiative of the Ministry of Tourism which was launched by
Union Minister for Tourism (IC) Prahlad Singh Patel at Konark, Odisha on 24
January 2020.
The initiative of the Ministry of Tourism is in line with the appeal of the Prime
Minister who asked every citizen to visit at least 15 destinations by the year
2022.
The aim of the campaign is to promote domestic tourism in India which is
intended to enhance tourist footfalls in places of tourist interest so as to help
develop the local economy.
During the lockdown, the Ministry of Tourism launched a web series on the
overall theme of 'DekhoApnaDesh' with the objective to create awareness about
and promote various tourism destinations of India, including the lesser-known
destinations and lesser-known facets of popular destinations.
DekhoApnaDesh Logo design Contest activity is live on My Gov, and the link is:
https://www.mygov.in/task/dekho-apna-desh-logo-design-contest/
Also, the winner of the DekhoApnaDesh Logo contest will get 5 nights 6 days all
expenses covered holiday package for 2 to any destination in India from their
residence in India. The contest terms and conditions are available on MyGov.in
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ICAR Institutes released advisories to Fisheries sector in 12 languages
The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), Department of
Agriculture Research and Education (DARE), Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare, Government of India, released Advisories to the Fisheries sector in 12
languages.
Highlights:
The advisories are aimed to put back the disrupted fishing activities from openwater, and aquaculture in both freshwater and brackish water systems, several
associated activities like seed production, feed plant operation, supply and market
chains, etc.
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) included ICAR Advisories as
Voluntary Guidelines for the benefit of the fisheries sector across the globe.
ICAR-Central
Inland
Fisheries
Research
Institute
(ICAR-CIFRI), Barrackpore prepared advisories for the stakeholders involved in
fishing activities in rivers, estuaries, reservoirs, and wetlands.
The advisories were popularized through print and electronic media, circulated to
State Fisheries Departments, developmental agencies, NGOs and SHGs, and
also through social media.
FAO, Rome has recommended these advisories prepared by ICAR-CIFT and
ICAR-CIFRI as they included them as Voluntary Guidelines for Securing
Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries under the Asia-Regional initiatives for the
benefit of fisheries sector across the globe at its Webpage:
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8959en/ca8959en.pdf.

PM reviewed Visakhapatnam Gas Leak Incident
The incident of Styrene gas leakage occurred in a chemical plant LG Polymers
industry in the early hours at 3 am in RR Venkatapuram village, Gopalapatnam
Mandal in Visakhapatnam District, Andhra Pradesh on 7 May. Prime Minister of
India Narendra Modi chaired a high-level meeting to take stock of the steps being
taken in response to the Vishakhapatnam gas leak incident.
Highlights:
Styrene gas is toxic in nature. It may cause irritation to the skin, eyes, and causes
respiratory problems and other medical conditions.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 4 - May 10, 2020)

The gas leakage affected the surrounding villages namely Narava, B.C Colony,
Bapuji Nagar, Kampalapalem, and Krishna Nagar. People who were exposed to the
gas faced breathing difficulties, rashes on their bodies, and soar eyes.
At least 10 people died and over 1,000 fell sick because of the alleged gas leak in
Andhra Pradesh.
The plant used raw material styrene which is highly flammable and releases
poisonous gas when burnt.
LG Polymers industry:
The LG Polymers industry was founded in 1961 as Hindustan Polymers. The plant
manufactures polystyrene and its co-polymers in Vizag. In 1978, it was merged
with Mc Dowell & Company Limited of UB Group.
Previous Gas leak incidents in India:
In 1984, at least 3,787 died in the gas leak incident at the Union Carbide India
Limited (UCIL) pesticide plant in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.
In 2011, around 20 persons were hospitalized following a chlorine gas leak in an
effluent treatment plant in Pimpri Chinchwad, Pune.
In 2014, 6 persons died and over 30 people fell ill when poisonous gas leaked from
Bhilai Steel Plant in Durg, Chhattisgarh.
In 2018, 14 people were hospitalized after inhaling ammonia gas leaked from a
plant in Ratnagiri, Mumbai.
In 2019, 21 workers were hospitalized in a chemical leak from a tank inside a plant
at Nira-Nimbut near Pune.

GoI begins evacuation exercise Vande Bharat Mission to bring Indians
stranded abroad
The Government of India is to conduct one of the largest evacuation
exercises named the Vande Bharat Mission with an aim to bring Indians stranded
abroad due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Vande Bharat Mission:
Under the mission, the government will operate 64 flights from 7-13 May to bring
home nearly 14,800 Indian nationals stranded abroad due to the coronavirus
lockdown.
The 64 flights include 10 flights from the UAE, 2 from Qatar, 5 from Saudi
Arabia, 5 from Singapore, 7 from the United Kingdom, 7 from the United States, 5
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from the Philippines, 7 from Bangladesh, 2 from Bahrain, 7 from Malaysia, 5 from
Kuwait and 2 flights from Oman.
Preparations for the operation have commenced and also urged the stranded
individuals to stay in touch with the Indian embassies in their countries.
The lights will bring back people to Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Delhi, Maharashtra,
Telangana, and Gujarat.
Under the mission, the maximum number of flights will bring back citizens from
the Gulf countries.
Meanwhile, the Indian Navy has also sent 3 ships under Operation Samudra
Setu to get back stranded citizens from Maldives and UAE.

Indian Navys PPE clears certification by INMAS
Indian Navy recently designed and produced Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE). The PPE was tested and approved by the Institute of Nuclear Medicine
and Allied Sciences (INMAS), Delhi which is a DRDO organization tasked with
the testing and certification of PPE. It is certified to be mass-produced and used
in clinical COVID-19 situations.
Highlights:
The PPE was passed with 6/6 Synthetic blood penetration resistance test
pressure. GoI mandated a minimum 3/6 and above level as per ISO 16603
standard and is thus certified to be mass-produced and used in clinical COVID-19
situations.
The outstanding features of the PPE are simple, innovative, and cost-effective
design. It can be manufactured by basic gown manufacturing facilities.
The PPE is noteworthy for the innovative choice of fabric used, which gives the
PPE its breathability and penetration resistance rendering it both comfortable and
safe for the user.
The cost for the approved PPE is significantly lower than those commercially
available.

Harsh Vardhan launched AYUSH Sanjivani App
Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Health & Family Welfare Minister launched the
mobile application 'AYUSH Sanjivani' App and two AYUSH based studies
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related to COVID-19 situation. The app was developed by the Ministry of
Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, and Homoeopathy (AYUSH)
and Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MEITY).
AYUSH Sanjivani App:
The AYUSH Sanjivani mobile app will help to generate data on acceptance and
usage of AYUSH advocacies and measures among the population and its impact on
the prevention of COVID-19.
It is expected to reach out to a target of 50 lakh people.
The COVID-19 management has provided a potent platform for the alliance
between MoHFW, MoAYUSH, and technology organizations such as CSIR,
ICMR, and UGC to not only develop AYUSH interventions and solutions but also
help in promoting AYUSH knowledge for the larger good of the global community.
These organizations are partnering with theIndian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) and Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) for this regard.
ICMR and DCGI will support and guide AYUSH in propagating the
wholesomeness and holistic health benefits of the age-old traditional medicinal
knowledge of Ayurveda.

Smart City Nashik uses several creative initiatives to fight coronavirus
Smart City Nashik takes several measures and initiatives to fight COVID-19. The
measures taken by the Nashik Municipal Corporation (NMC) at the city level
include:
Cleanliness/ Sanitization of Public Places:
Spraying of Sodium Hypochlorite by means of 8 Tractors and 13 Pumps on an
area of 36 sq.km at various NMC Offices, Quarantine Facilities, and across the
City. Spraying of pesticides was done by 287 Malaria fighting workers on across
37.5 Sq. Meter & 109 Km of the area across the city respectively.
Separate vehicles for Waste collection & Disposal from Quarantined
households:
The collection of door-to-door waste and disposal from Home Quarantined
households is undertaken by Corporation's sanitation workers separately.
Provision of special PPE for sanitation workers:
The NMC provided the provision of safety equipment such as Hand Gloves, Face
Masks, Hand Sanitizers, and another PPE that has been made to 748 Medical
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officials & 1500 Sanitation Workers.
Provision of Facility of Institutional Quarantine wards:
Planning & Provision of 14 Institutional quarantine wards has been done across the
city for the COVID-19 suspects. A total of 72 beds have been utilized to date at
Institutional quarantine wards.
Smartphone App MahaKavach:
The MahaKavach is a real-time digital contact tracing mobile application. It
enables citizens to contribute and assist the health authorities in contact tracing, geofencing, and tracking of quarantined COVID-19 patients. This app is to be used by
Individuals as directed by their doctor or medical worker. The app also encourages
to update the quarantine status for greater adherence.
IVR based 24*7 Helpdesk:
NMC has initiated 24*7 Helpdesk System for Inbound calls & pre-recorded,
outbound text and voice messages to citizens to get information about the
COVID-19.
Body Sanitizing Machine:
NMC has also established a Body Sanitizing Machine at Nashik Municipal
Corporation Head office, Divisional Offices & Hospitals to sanitize people.
Farmers Group & NGO Help:
42 Farmers group in 82 different locations across the city, provides Fruit &
Vegetables to Citizens. Also, Sahyadri Farmers Producer Company, Green Fields
Services, and Draksh Vigyan Mandal provided Home delivery of Fruits and
Vegetable baskets to citizens. NGO's are also helping NMC to provide Medical &
Food supplies to needy citizens.

Union Minister Gadkari sets road construction target for next two years at
Rs.15 lakh crore
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways has announced its target to
construct roads worth Rs.15 lakh crore in the next two years. The announcement
was made by the Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways and MSMEs
Nitin Gadkari. The Ministry is working overtime to clear all arbitration cases with
concessionaires.
Highlights:
It will focus on enhancing liquidity in the business. The industry also focuses more
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on innovation, technology, and research skill to become competitive in the global
market.
The Ministry has announced that it is working overtime to clear all arbitration
cases with concessionaires.
The Centre also assured all possible help at the appropriate level in the govt and
other departments.
The Ministry is to finalize the auto scrapping policy quickly and will go a long
way in cost reduction.

NCSTC-GUJCOST to host Webinar series to overcome COVID-19 by
awareness and preparedness
The National Council for Science & Technology Communication
(NCSTC), Department of Science & Technology, Government of India, in
association with the Gujarat Council of Science & Technology (GUJCOST) has
announced to organize a Citizen's Science Webinar Series on "Science
Communication in the Time of COVID-19." The webinar has been scheduled to
be held from 10-16 May 2020 everyday between 10-11 am. The webinar would be
accessible online through the internet.
Science Communication in the Time of COVID-19:
The webinar aims to address tackling the COVID-19 pandemic by applying
various methods and means.
It will develop awareness and preparedness to deal with and address the current
health crisis posed by COVID-19 to help overcome the situation.
The webinar will facilitate the necessary actions and preparedness of the society to
address the challenge, such as strategies to reach out to society with the necessary
information by involving various stakeholders, including academicians, students,
media and volunteers, and so on.
It also aims to promote at the community-level for the usage of authentic scientific
and health information and facilitate crisis management.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated Dharchula-Lipulekh road link
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated the road link from Dharchula
(Uttarakhand) to Lipulekh (China Border) on 8 May. He flagged off a convoy
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of vehicles from Pithoragarh to Gunji through video conferencing. The road link
was constructed by Border Roads Organisation (BRO) engineers and personnel.
Highlights:
The crucial Dharchula-Lipulekh road link is expected to increase the local trade
and economic growth in the region. It will boost the operationalization of this
roadway.
Dharchula-Lipulekh is an 80 km road. The altitude rises from 6,000 to 17,060 feet.
The road link will make the Kailash-Manasarovar pilgrimage easy. Currently, the
travel to Kailash-Mansarovar takes around two to three weeks through Sikkim or
Nepal routes. The arduous trek will now be entailed approximately 20% of land
journeys on Indian roads and 80% of land journeys in China.

Giriraj Singh awards Startup India-Animal Husbandry Grand Challenge
winners
Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Giriraj Singh
awarded the winners of "Startup India-Animal Husbandry Grand Challenge"
on 8 May. The Animal Husbandry Startup Grand Challenge was launched by the
Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying, in partnership with Startup India.
Animal Husbandry Startup Grand Challenge:
Animal Husbandry Startup Grand Challenge was launched by the Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi on 11 September 2019 at a national animal disease control
programme in Mathura.
The challenge aimed to scout for innovative and commercially viable solutions to
address the problems faced by the Animal Husbandry and Dairy sector.
The challenge was to provide unique solutions for six problems namely Valueadded products, Single-use plastic alternatives, eliminate milk adulteration, Breed
improvement and animal nutrition, E-commerce solutions, and Product traceability.
2 Startups per problem statement have been selected to receive cash grants and
incubation. The winner will be granted Rs.10 lakh and the runner will be awarded
Rs.7 lakh.
Winners list:
Value-added products:
Winner- Krushak Mitra Agro Services Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai
Runner Up- Studio Carbon, Ahmedabad
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Eliminate milk adulteration:
Winner- White Gold Technologies LLP, Mumbai
Runner Up- Micro Life Innovations, Chennai
Breed improvement:
Winner- Adis Technologies, Belagavi, Karnataka
Runner Up- CisGEN Biotech Discoveries Pvt. Ltd., Chennai
Animal nutrition:
Winner- Krimanshi Technologies Pvt. Ltd, Jodhpur
Runner Up- Cornext Agri Products Pvt. Ltd., Hyderabad
E-commerce solutions:
Winner- MoooFarm, Gurugram, Haryana
Runner Up- AKM Technologies Pvt. Ltd., Cuttack
Product traceability:
Winner- EmerTech Solutions Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai
Runner Up- NebulARC Technologies Pvt. Ltd., Delhi
Single use plastic alternatives: None found suitable

Massive exercise to supply free food grains, pulses to 80 crore people under
PM-GKAY
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution reported that the Food
Corporation of India (FCI) has supplied a total number of 2641 rakes, including
Wheat and Rice. The announcement was made by Union Minister for Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Ram Vilas Paswan.
Measures to help poor:
PM-GKAY aims to ensure no poor vulnerable family/person suffers on account of
the non-availability of foodgrains due to disruptions in the next three months amid
lockdown.
Under the initiative, 21 States/UT have completed more than 90% distribution for
the month of April under PM-GKAY. It covered nearly 41.35 crore beneficiaries in
these States/UTs.
Some states/UTs namely, Andaman Nicobar Island, D&NH and Daman & Diu,
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Puducherry, Himachal Pradesh, etc. are distributing
foodgrains for two months in one go under PM-GKAY.
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So far, 17 States/UTs are covered underthe 'One Nation One Ration Card'.
National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India
(NAFED) provided free pulses for 3 months to about 19.50 crore households for
three months in the country.
Also, the Department of Food & Public Distribution has constituted a Task Force
to assess the situation arising out of shortage of jute bags/bales for the packaging of
food grains due to the COVID19 lockdown. The Ministry also relaxed guidelines
for packaging of foodgrains in used gunny bags and HDPE/PPE bags.

Ministry of Tourism organizes 16th webinar titled Goa-Crucible of Culture
under Dekho Apna Desh series
Ministry of Tourism, Government of India organized the16th webinar titled
"Goa-Crucible of Culture" under the Dekho Apna Desh series on 7 May 2020.
The webinar presented the 'lesser-known' or 'unknown' travel experiences that
India's most popular tourist destination 'Goa' offers. It is bringing the participants to
face to face with the unknown beauty of a place that is waiting to be discovered in
Goa.
Goa-Crucible of Culture:
The 16th series was presented by Vivek Menezes, Writer, Photographer, Festival
Curator. The webinar showcased the richness of Goa that extends back through
centuries of profound cultural exchange and creativity which is beyond the famous
beaches and nightlife.
The International Film Festival of India (IFFI), Goa Arts, Literature Festival,
Serendipity Arts Festival, local festivals, Music, food, architecture, and painting
featured in the presentation.
The webinar stressed the importance of sustainable travel, more so
the 'Socio-cultural sustainability' which aims at minimizing the negative impact
on the community and promoting positivity towards tourism and tourists.
The
sessions
of
webinars
can
be
available:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbzIbBmMvtvH7d6Zo_ZEHDA/featured
and also on Ministry of Tourism websites: incredibleindia.org and tourism.gov.in
The next webinar is titled 'Exploring River Nila' and has been scheduled for 9 May
2020 at 11.00 am. To register to visit https://bit.ly/RiverNila
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NABL approved eight labs for testing prototype samples of PPE coveralls
National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories
(NABL) approved 8 laboratories. These labs are now testing prototype samples
of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) coveralls required for protection from
coronavirus.
NABL accredited labs:
The 8 labs are South India Textiles Research Association (SITRA), Coimbatore,
Tamil Nadu; DRDO-INMAS, New Delhi; Heavy Vehicle Factory, Avadi, Chennai;
Small Arms Factory, Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh; Ordnance Factory, Kanpur, Uttar
Pradesh; Ordnance Factory, Muradnagar, Uttar Pradesh; Ordnance Factory,
Ambernath, Maharashtra; Metal & Steel Factory, Ishapore, West Bengal.
The tests are being conducted while conforming with the technical requirements
issued by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
The detailed procedure for the issue of the Unique Certification Code (UCC) for
each passed prototype sample of the PPE coveralls has been issued by the Ministry
of Textiles.
The Unique Certification Code (UCC) is referred to as each prototype sample
submitted by the manufacturer. It is required to be embossed on each manufactured
Coverall along with the name of the manufacturer, date of manufacture, and name
of the client.

TRIFED, Art of Living Foundation collaborates to provide Free Ration Kits to
needy tribes India artisans
Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India
(TRIFED) under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Art Of Living Foundation (AOL) to help the needy
tribes India artisans amid COVID-19 pandemic.
Highlights:
The agreement aims to collaborate in respective programmes of each organization
for promoting Tribal Enterprises.
Under this, the Art of Living Foundation has agreed to provide Free Ration Kits
to Needy Tribes India Artisans.
TRIFED Regional Offices have compiled the list of needy tribal artisans and have
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identified 9,409 needy tribal artisans located across the country for distribution of
ration kits under #iStandWithHumanity campaign of Art Of Living.
The move will be coordinated with the AOL offices in all States.

NSafe mask-Reusable Antimicrobial Mask
IIT-Delhi startup named Nanosafe Solutions has launched an antimicrobial and
washable face mask that can be reused up to 50 launderings. The move comes
with the increasing demand for face masks to contain transmission of coronavirus.
Washable face mask:
NSafe mask is a three-layered product. It consists of an inner hydrophilic layer for
comfort, the middle layer having antimicrobial activity, and the outermost layer
having water and oil repellent behaviour.
NSafe is the first fabric-based antimicrobial face mask launched in India.
NSafe mask has 99.2% bacterial filtration efficiency (at 3 microns) and has very
high Bacterial Filtration Efficiency, as tested according to ASTM standards.
The mask is engineered to have very good breathability and comfort
It has been designed to maximize durability and dimensional stability. The mask
can be reused 50 times.
Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, effective reusability is an important factor as
single-use masks cause huge disposal issues.
The mask provides extreme comfortability and breathability. Elastic band in the
chin region and wire in the nose region provides an adequate fit of the mask to the
wearer.

DGCI approved drug trial of phytopharmaceutical, favipiravir to treat
COVID-19 patient
The Drug Controller General of India (DGCI) approved the clinical trials of the
drugs namely, phytopharmaceutical and favipiravir for the Council for Scientific
and Industrial Research (CSIR).
Highlights:
With this approval, CSIR will begin the clinical trial of two drugs to treat
COVID-19 patients. The drug trial will begin soon. CSIR has already been
working with pharmaceutical companies for the solution to control COVID-19.
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Favipiravir is a proven anti-influenza drug used in Japan, China, and other
countries .
CSIR is also exploring a native herb as a biological medicine or
phytopharmaceutical. It is already being tested as medicine for dengue for its
efficacy to combat COVID-19. It is a herbal medicine extracted from plants.

TN govt. forms high-Level Committee to assess impact of COVID-19
pandemic
The Tamil Nadu government has constituted a high-Level Committee to assess
the overall immediate and medium-term impact of COVID-19 on the state's
economy. The committee will be headed by Dr. C Rangarajan, former Reserve
Bank of India Governor.
Highlights:
The committee will access the impact of the lockdown imposed to prevent spread
of the coronavirus.
The committee will also assess the additional costs and implications due to social
distancing and other precautionary measures.
It will also assess the opportunities and threats in the short and medium-term, apart
from seeking measures to help the important sections of the economy to overcome
the impact of the pandemic.
The High-level Committee will identify specific reform measures to be taken by
the state government to support and promote the growth of important sectors of the
economy and assess the impact of the crisis on the state government's fiscal
situation and way forward to improve the fiscal position, including increasing the
tax: GDP ratio and diversifying revenue sources and re-prioritizing expenditure.
It will also identify possible sources of financing and funding for different sectors.

UP CM Yogi Adityanath launched Pravasi Rahat Mitra App to aid migrant
citizens
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath launched the 'Pravasi Rahat
Mitra' App. The move is aimed at aiding migrant citizens coming to Uttar Pradesh
from other states so that they can take advantage of government schemes. The app
was developed by the state revenue department in collaboration with theUnited

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 4 - May 10, 2020)

Nation Development Program (UNDP).
Pravasi Rahat Mitra App:
Pravasi Rahat Mitra app will help to monitor their health besides providing jobs
and livelihood, related to their skills.
The data of the migrant citizens will be collected through the app. The basic
information including a person's name, educational qualification, temporary and
permanent address, bank account details, Corona-related screening status and
experience will be taken in the app. In this, details of more than 65 types of skills
will be collected.
The exchange of information by various departments of the government will help
in planning and formulating programs for the employment and livelihood of these
migrant citizens.
The app holds full details of the persons staying in the shelter center and the
migrants who have reached their homes directly from other states.
The data that is collected through the app will be installed on the state-based
Integrated Information Management System.
It also ensures that there is no data duplication, the unique mobile number will be
made the basis. The app can work in both online and offline mode.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
NIAB develops eCovSens, a tool to detect coronavirus infection
Researchers from Hyderabad-based National Institute of Animal Biotechnology
(NIAB) developed a portable device 'eCovSens'. It can be used as a diagnostic tool
for the detection of COVID-19 antigens.
eCoVSens:
eCoVSens will detect novel coronavirus antigens in human saliva within 30
seconds.
The portable bio-sensor device can be connected to a computer or a cellphone via
Bluetooth.
It will help in boosting the country's efforts to fight against the COVID-19
pandemic.
The biosensor device can directly detect a specific protein of the SARS-CoV-2,
even when the proteins are present in low concentrations in the human saliva.
In subsequent tests, the device has proved itself to be stable and quite efficient in
detecting the virus.
The device will do early detection of coronavirus which is crucial to help and
manage the coronavirus outbreak.

DRDO developed UV Disinfection Tower
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) developed 'UV
blaster,' an Ultra Violet (UV) Disinfection Tower for rapid and chemical-free
disinfection of high infection-prone areas.
UV blaster:
UV blaster is a UV based area sanitizer designed and developed by Laser Science
& Technology Centre (LASTEC), the Delhi based premier laboratory of
DRDO with the help of M/s New Age Instruments and Materials Private
Limited, Gurugram.
The UV Blaster can be used for high tech surfaces like electronic equipment,
computers, and other gadgets in laboratories and offices that are not suitable for
disinfection with chemical methods.
The device is also effective for areas with a large flow of people such as airports,
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shopping malls, metros, hotels, factories, offices, etc.
The UV based area sanitizer may be used by remote operation through
laptop/mobile phone using wifi link.
The equipment has six lamps each with 43 watts of UV-C power at 254 nm
wavelength for 360-degree illumination.
For a room of about 12 x 12 feet dimension, the disinfection time is about 10
minutes and 30 minutes for 400 square feet area by positioning the equipment at
different places within the room.
This sanitizer switches off on the accidental opening of the room or human
intervention.

Russia to launch the first Arktika-M satellite in 2020 December
Russia announced that it is to launch the country's first Arktika-M satellite from
the Baikonur space center on 9 December 2020. at the end of 2020. The
announcement was made by the General Director of the Lavochkin aerospace
company Vladimir Kolmykov.
Arktika-M satellite:
The number one Arktika-M spacecraft which has been developed is undergoing
radio-electronic testing.
The satellite will be used for monitoring the Arctic climate and the environment.
The satellite will be launched using a Soyuz-2.Ib carrier rocket with the Fregat
booster.
Russia's Arktika-M remote-sensing and emergency communications satellite
will gather meteorological data in the polar regions of the Earth.
The data collected will allow improving weather forecasts and will enable
scientists to better study climate change.
The 2nd Arktika-M satellite is still under development and will be launched in
2023.

CSIR-IGIB, TATA Sons sign MoU for licensing KNOWHOW for FELUDA
for rapid and COVID-19 diagnosis
CSIR-Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology (CSIR-IGIB) and TATA
Sons signed an MoU for licensing of KNOWHOW for FNCAS9 Editor Linked

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 4 - May 10, 2020)

Uniform Detection Assay (FELUDA) for rapid diagnosis of COVID-19.
Highlights:
The license includes the transfer of the knowledge for scaling up the KNOWHOW
in the form of a kit that can be deployed for COVID-19 testing on ground in May
2020.
A completely indigenous scientific invention, FELUDA for COVID-19 was
designed for mitigating the ongoing COVID-19 situation and cater to mass testing.
The technology is highly affordable, relative ease of use, and non-dependency on
expensive Q-PCR machines.
CSIR IGIB and TATA Sons will work together to bring for widespread use on the
development and commercialization of Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short
Palindromic Repeats (CRISPR) based technology for COVID-19 detection.
This innovative test uses cutting edge CRISPR technology for the detection of the
genomic sequence of the novel coronavirus.
It uses a simple test protocol to administer and interpret which also enables results
to be made available to the medical fraternity in relatively lesser time, as compared
to other test protocols.
The technology was initiated and developed at CSIR IGIB under sickle cell
mission and utilizes an indigenously developed cutting edge CRISPR Cas9
technology to specifically recognize the COVID-19 sequence in the given sample.
The new technology will help to rapidly assess and establish the presence of viral
infection in a sample.

DST INSPIRE develops nanomaterials with energy storage application and
optical sensors for water pollution control
A team from INSPIRE, under the Department of Science & Technology (DST),
Government of India, develops nanomaterials based supercapacitors to achieve high
energy density and power density of supercapacitors.
Feature of nanomaterials based supercapacitors:
The supercapacitors will help meet the energy demand due to the growth of the
human population and technological advancement that poses a great challenge for
human society. The high energy density of supercapacitors suggests that constant
current can be withdrawn for longer duration without recharging. With this feature,
the automobiles can run longer distances without charging. Supercapacitors can be
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an alternative for such purposes.
Highlights:
The team aims to develop novel nanostructures of carbon and metal
dichalcogenides semiconductors for photodetection and Surface-Enhanced Raman
spectroscopy (SERS).
The carbon and metal dichalcogenides (MoS2, MoSe2, etc.) nanomaterials based
supercapacitors have the ability to achieve high energy density and power density
of supercapacitors.
The development of energy and optoelectronics devices paves the way for the
development of cost-effective and efficient devices, which can be used for energy
storage applications.
The SERS can help detect harmful molecules present in water at ultra-low
concentrations.
The novel nanostructures of carbon will make way for materials that can be used as
advanced photodetectors and also be used as optical sensors for water pollution
control.

JNCASR scientists fabricate energy-efficient photodetector for security
application
Scientists from Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research
(JNCASR) have fabricated an economical and energy-efficient wafer-scale
photodetector using goldsilicon interface. The thin slice-based device can be used
for security applications. The photodetector will detect weak scattered light as an
indication of unwanted activity.
Highlights:
The gold (Au)-silicon (n-Si) interface shows high sensitivity towards light
demonstrating the photodetection action. The method is highly economical and
enables large-area fabrication without compromising the detector response.
The process of fabrication is quick and takes only minutes to fabricate a detector of
any arbitrary area.
The detector exhibits a rapid response of 40 microseconds and can detect low light
intensities. The device covers a broad spectral range from Ultraviolet to Infrared.
The detector operates in the self-powered mode so that it does not require external
power for its operation and makes it energy efficient.
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The device is also environmentally stable and can be used under harsh conditions
for several days.

Scientists found a seasonal advancement in 220 surge-type glaciers in the
Karakoram Range
Scientists from Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG), Dehradun have
found a seasonal advancement in 220 surge-type glaciers in the Karakoram Range
of Ladakh through a detailed assessment of some major surging glaciers of the
Karakoram range using satellite images and thermal data. The scientist carried out a
detailed assessment of some major surging glaciers of the Karakoram range using
multi-temporal and multi-sensor satellite images including Landsat 8 OLI,
ASTER and Sentinel-2, Digital Elevation Models (DEM) and thermal data.
Surge-type glaciers:
Surging or Surge-type glaciers are a certain type of glaciers that have shown
advancement in volume and length over a period of time.
Highlights:
The study will help to understand the diversity of glacial behaviour and help make
accurate assessments of individual glacier mass balances for disaster planning and
management.
The behaviour of Surging glaciers representing 40% of the total glaciated area of
the Karakoram goes against the normal trend of considerable reduction in volume
and length of most glaciers in the Himalaya in recent decades.
The scientist inferred that surge during winter is more hydrologically controlled
due to staggered subglacial flow and low amount of meltwater. The surging
terminates in summer due to channelized flow of meltwater and considerable
heterogeneity in movement is also observed during summer and springtimes.

China successfully launched Long March-5B, its most powerful rocket into
orbit
China successfully launched its most powerful rocket "Long March-5B" on its
maiden voyage into orbit on 5 May. The rocket was blasted off from the Wenchang
Space Launch Center in Hainan, China.
Long March-5B:
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Long March-5B is a 176-foot-long rocket. It has been designed to shuttle
astronauts to low-Earth orbit or even around the moon.
The new-generation spacecraft was developed for the operation of China's space
station and manned space exploration.
The spacecraft will be reusable.
The Chinese rocket is powered by a pair of hydrogen-fueled YF-77 core stage
engines and 8 kerosene-fueled booster engines. It can haul up a 55,000 pound
payload into orbit with almost 2.4 million pounds of thrust.
Long March-5B rocket hoisted a massive, 67-foot-long prototype
capsule designed to carry a crew of six into space.
Background:
The China National Space Administration (CNSA) has developed two prototype
space stations namely Tiangong-1 and Tiangong-2. It orbits the Earth from 2011 to
2018 and from 2016 t0 2019, respectively. Chinese astronauts visited Tiangong-1
during missions in the year 2012, 2013, and Tiangong-2 in 2017.

CSIR approves project to neutralize SARS-CoV-2 in COVID-19 patients
CSIR through the New Millennium Indian Technology Leadership Initiative
(NMITLI) program approved a project towards the development of human
monoclonal antibodies (hmAbs) that can neutralize SARS-CoV-2 in coronavirus
infected patients.
hmAbs:
The project on the generation of neutralizing human monoclonal antibodies as a
therapeutic strategy will be implemented by a multi-institutional and multidisciplinary team.
The team comprises academic institutes and industry with participants from
NCCS, IIT-Indore, PredOmix Technologies Pvt. Ltd. and Bharat Biotech
International Ltd (BBIL).
The project aims to generate hmAbs to SARS-CoV-2 from the convalescent
phase of COVID-19 patients and select high affinity and neutralizing antibodies.
The project will also anticipate future adaptation of the virus and generate hmAbs
clones that can neutralize the mutated virus so that could be readily used for
combating future SARS-CoV infections.
BBIL is the commercial partner of the project and is responsible for subsequent
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development and commercialization of the hmAbs generated.
CSIR is leading the fight against COVID-19 using a multi-pronged approach and
multiple models of engagement.
CSIR is also supporting new ideas and projects from other academics and
industries through its flagship NMITLI program.
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ENVIRONMENT
Study of flowering plant endemism of Northern Western Ghats highlights the
importance of conserving plateaus
Scientists at the Agharkar Research Institute (ARI), Pune have come up
with plant data of the Northern Western Ghats which indicates that plateaus
should be prioritized for the conservation of the Northern Western Ghats.
Highlights:
The data said that the plateaus and the cliffs that harbour most of the endemic
species and increase their importance in conservation plans.
Northern Western Ghats produce 181 local endemic plant species, including four
monospecific genera.
It was also found that a majority of the endemic species are therophytes, which
complete their life cycle in a short period during monsoon.
The northern part of the Western Ghats of India, which is a biodiversity hotspot,
along with the Konkan region, is considerably different from its southern and
central counterparts on account of lesser precipitation and extended dry season.
The study also said that the Northern Western Ghats is the region of rapid
diversification of specific herbaceous endemic genera like Ceropegia,
Glyphochloa, Dipcadi, and Eriocaulon.
The scientists have many other estimates about the species that are endemic to the
region, and the understanding of habitats, seasons, and plant distribution is limited.
The scientists also suggested that it is necessary to complete the IUCN threat
status assessment on priority, which is underrepresented for the region.
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BILLS & ACTS
UP passed an ordinance to suspend most labour laws for 3 years
Uttar Pradesh State government passed an ordinance'Uttar Pradesh Temporary
Exemption from Certain Labour Laws Ordinance, 2020' to suspend labour laws
for the next three years. The move is aimed to boost industrial investment and
employ the large number of migrant workers that have come back to their native
villages in the state. The Ordinance has been sent to Governor Anandiben Patel for
assent.
Highlights:
The purpose of the ordinance aims to encourage industries to freely employ the
large number of migrant workers that have come back. If industries have to go
through the regular process of employing then they will be hesitant.
It provides certain safeguards regarding minimum wages, health, and safety of the
workers. Also, it stated that strict action will be taken if anyone is found misusing
the ordinance.
The ordinance will apply to all factories and manufacturing facilities and fresh
investments.
The state cabinet approved this ordinance in order to revive economic activities in
the state that have been hit hard due to the coronavirus-mandated lockdown.
It will encourage new investments and set up the new industrial infrastructure and
the benefit of existing industries and factories.
The state has received close to 7 lakh migrant workers from across the country and
many more lakhs are expected to arrive in the state.
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DEFENCE
PM paid tributes to the Army personnel who lost their lives in Handwara
encounter
The Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tributes to valiant soldiers and security
personnel martyred in Handwara in Jammu & Kashmir. Five security
personnel, including a Colonel, a Major and a sub-inspector, and two unidentified
militants were killed in the anti-militancy operation in north Kashmir's Handwara
area.
Handwara encounter:
On 2 May 2020, an operation was launched in Handwara after the intelligence
inputs received that terrorists took civilian inmates of a house in Changimul
village hostage. The Indian Army and the J&K police launched a joint operation to
save the civilians. An encounter started between the Forces and terrorists in the
Chanjumullah area of Handwara in Kupwara, North Kashmir. The civilians were
successfully extricated but five security personnel have lost their lives and two
terrorists were killed.
The deceased senior Army officers were identified as Colonel Ashutosh Sharma,
Major Anuj Sood, and Naik Rajesh and Dinesh, sub-Inspector Mohammad Sagier
Qazi of J&K Police's Special Operation Group (SOG). One soldier was also injured
in the operation.

MoD signs with Tata Power SED for Modernisation of Air Field
Infrastructure
Ministry of Defence (MoD) signed a contract with M/s Tata Power SED
(TPSED) for Modernisation of Air Field Infrastructure (MAFI) of 37 airfields for
the Indian Air Force(IAF), Indian Navy (IN) and Indian Coast Guard
(ICG) on 8 May. The cost of the contract is worth around Rs.1,200 crore. The
proposal regarding the contract was approved by the Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh. The contract will boost the domestic industry amid the COVID-19 situation.
Project Highlights:
The MAFI Phase-II is a follow-on programme that is based on MAFI Phase-I.
In Phase-I, the project included the upgradation of 30 airfields of IAF. The
airfields modernized under MAFI Phase-I have been of immense benefit to both
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military and civil users.
The Phase-II of the project includes installation and commissioning of modern
airfield equipment like Cat-II Instrument Landing System (ILS); and Cat-II Air
Field Lighting System (AFLS), etc. The system around the airfield will be directly
connected to Air Traffic Control (ATC), thereby providing excellent control of the
airfield systems to the air traffic controllers.
The upgradation of infrastructure and navigational aids under the project will
enhance the operational capability by facilitating air operations of military and civil
aircraft even in poor visibility and adverse weather conditions. It will also enhance
aerospace safety.
The project will give a boost to over 250 Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises
(MSME) which will be directly benefited from being involved in the execution of
various activities of this project.
The contract will help to infuse the much-needed capital in the market and boost
employment generation in such fields as communications, avionics, information
technology, apart from civil and electrical equipment and construction.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Three Indian journalists were honoured with 2020 Pulitzer Prizes
Three Indian journalists have been honoured with the "Pulitzer Prize 2020" in the
field of feature photography. The names of the three prize winners are Dar Yasin,
Mukhtar Khan, and Channi Anand. The results were announced virtually on 4 May.
The award was announced 15 Journalism categories and seven Book, Drama, and
Music categories.
Highlihghts:
Yasin and Khan are journalists based in Srinagar and Channi Anand is from
Jammu.
They were honoured for their gripping photos of life captured in J&K after the
revoking of Article 370.
2020 Pulitzer Prizes-Winners list:
Journalism:
Public Service: Anchorage Daily News with contributions from ProPublica
Breaking News Reporting: Staff of The Courier-Journal, Louisville, Ky.
Investigative Reporting: Brian M. Rosenthal of The New York Times
Explanatory Reporting: Staff of The Washington Post
Local Reporting: Staff of The Baltimore Sun
National Reporting: Dominic Gates, Steve Miletich, Mike Baker and Lewis Kamb
of The Seattle Times; T. Christian Miller, Megan Rose and Robert Faturechi of
ProPublica
International Reporting: Staff of The New York Times
Feature Writing: Ben Taub of The New Yorker
Commentary: Nikole Hannah-Jones of The New York Times
Criticism: Christopher Knight of the Los Angeles Times
Editorial Writing: Jeffery Gerritt of the Palestine (Tx.) Herald Press
Editorial Cartooning: Barry Blitt, contributor, The New Yorker
Breaking News Photography: Photography Staff of Reuters
Feature Photography: Channi Anand, Mukhtar Khan and Dar Yasin of Associated
Press
Audio Reporting: Staff of This American Life with Molly O'Toole of the Los
Angeles Times and Emily Green, freelancer, Vice News
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Books, Drama & Music:
Fiction: The Nickel Boys, by Colson Whitehead (Doubleday)
Drama: A Strange Loop, by Michael R. Jackson
History: Sweet Taste of Liberty: A True Story of Slavery and Restitution in
America, by W. Caleb McDaniel (Oxford University Press)
Biography: Sontag: Her Life and Work, by Benjamin Moser (Ecco)
Poetry: The Tradition, by Jericho Brown (Copper Canyon Press)
General Nonfiction: The End of the Myth: From the Frontier to the Border Wall in
the Mind of America, by Greg Grandin (Metropolitan Books); The Undying: Pain,
Vulnerability, Mortality, Medicine, Art, Time, Dreams, Data, Exhaustion, Cancer,
and Care, by Anne Boyer (Farrar, Straus and Giroux)
Music: The Central Park Five, by Anthony Davis
Special Citations:
Special Awards and Citations: Ida B. Wells
Note:
The Pulitzer Prizes in journalism were first awarded in 1917 and are considered the
field's most prestigious honor in the US.

Professor Saurabh Lodha received 2020 Young Career Award in Nano Science
and Technology
Professor Saurabh Lodha from Electrical Engineering, IIT Bombay, received the
Young Career Award in Nano Science & Technology for the year 2020. The
award is instituted by the Department of Science and Technology (DST),
Government of India. The award recognized his contributions in the development
of logic transistor technologies beyond silicon and nanoelectronic devices based on
two-dimensional Van der Waals materials.
Highlights:
He worked in the area of advanced transistors and has been driven by strong
industry partnerships. He did his research on technological challenges that plague
beyond-silicon transistors which are the workhorse device that fuels over 90% of
all electronics.
He has developed new materials and processes to improve the thermal stability and
reliability of the transistor, which is 1-2 nm thin gate dielectric, to lower the
resistance of metal contacts to the transistor. It will achieve higher levels of
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electrical impurities and keeps leakage currents under check.
He also plans to leverage the capabilities and expertise in his group for developing
power electronic transistors based on wide bandgap semiconductors such as silicon
carbide and gallium oxide. The transistors can alleviate efficiency and reliability
bottlenecks in diverse applications ranging from high voltage power grids, electric
trains, renewable power conversion, and storage to strategic defense, medical and
industrial instrumentation.
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OBITUARY
Justice Ajay Kumar Tripathi passed away due to COVID-19 disease
Former Chief Justice of Chhattisgarh High Court Justice Ajay Kumar Tripathi
(retd) passed away on 2 May. He was 62 years old. He died after suffering cardiac
arrest at AIIMS in Delhi. He was tested positive for coronavirus on 2 April.
Justice Ajay Kumar Tripathi:
Justice Ajay Kumar Tripathi was born on 12 November 1957. He did his
graduation in Economics (Hons) from Shri Ram College of Commerce and studied
law at Campus Law Centre, Delhi University. He began to practice law at Patna
High Court. On 9 October 2006. he was elevated as an Additional Judge Patna
High Court and he took oath as Permanent Judge of the High Court on 21
November 2007. On 7 July 2018, he was sworn in as the Chief Justice of
Chhattisgarh High Court. On 27 March 2019, he took oath as a Judicial
Member of Lokpal of India. He played a vital role in setting up the Institution of
Lokpal of India with his innovative ideas and inputs.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
PM to attend virtual summit of Non-Aligned Movement
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is to participate in a virtual summit of the NonAligned Movement (NAM) on 4 May. The summit aims to enhance the
coordination of the member states in their fight against the COVID-19 pandemic.
The External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar will also participate in the summit.
Highlights:
The summit will be conducted under the Presidency of Azerbaijan, who is the
president of the NAM till 2022. The summit will be convened by President Ilham
Aliyev.
The summit will identify measures for enhanced coordination among NAM
members in their common fight against COVID-19.
The online session will conclude with a political declaration of the
movement uniting against COVID-19."
The summit-level meeting will witness the participation from representatives of
international organizations such as the United Nations Secretary-General and
Director-General of WHO.
This summit will be the first NAM meeting that the PM will attend since becoming
the Prime Minister in 2014. The Prime Minister has skipped both the NAM summit
in 2016 and 2019. India was represented by the Vice president Venkaiah Naidu in
the last two summits in 2016 in Venezuela and 2019 in Azerbaijan.
NAM Summit:
The Non-Alignment Movement was founded in 1961. The NAM summit was
instituted based upon Bandung principles that were adopted at the Belgrade Summit
in 1955. The Belgrade Summit was an Afro-Asian Conference. The movement
works towards the attainment of independence for many countries. NAM marks the
biggest grouping of countries outside the United Nations. It comprises 120
developing countries from Asia, Africa, and Latin America.
India is one of the founding members of the NAM summit. The non-alignment
principles constitute one of the basic tenets of Nepal's foreign policy NAM. The
18th NAM Summit was held in 2019 at the Island of Baku, Azerbaijan.

PM Narendra Modi participated at the online Summit of NAM Contact Group
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated in the online Summit of NonAligned Movement (NAM) Contact Group was held on 4 May 2020 to discuss
the response to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic crisis. The summit
commemorated the International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace.
Highlight:
The theme of the online NAM Contact Group Summit was 'United against
COVID-19.'
The summit was hosted by the current Chairman of NAM, President of the
Republic of Azerbaijan HE Ilham Aliyev.
The Summit aimed to promote international solidarity in the fight against the
COVID-19 pandemic and to mobilize efforts of States and international
organizations to address the pandemic.
Over 30 other Heads of State and Government and other leaders, including from
member States in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the Caribbean, and Europe
participated in the event.
The Summit was addressed by the President of the UN General Assembly (UNGA)
Prof Tijjani Muhammed Bande, UN Secretary-General Mr.Antonio Guterres,
African Union (AU) Chairperson Musa Faki Mahamat, European Union (EU)
High Representative, Josep Borrell, and Director-General of the World Health
Organization (WHO) Dr. Tedros Ghebreyesus.
The leaders also discussed the creation of a 'Task Force' to identify the needs and
requirements of Member States through the establishment of a common database
that reflects the basic medical, social, and humanitarian needs in the fight against
COVID-19 pandemic.

EU hosted online Coronavirus Global Response International pledging
conference
Coronavirus Global Response International pledging conference was held
virtually on 5 May. The conference began on 4 May and expected to end on 23
May. Around 40 countries participated in the online summit. The conference was
hosted by the European Union (EU) and its partners.
Aim:
The conference aimed to raise 7.5 billion in initial funding in global cooperation.
Highlights:
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The conference highlighted the requirement of global responsibility for the global
coronavirus pandemic.
The need to develop and deploy effective diagnostics, treatments, and a vaccine
against COVID-19 pandemic was stressed.
Countries and organizations around the world ensured the development of the lifesaving vaccine.
Several world leaders and organizations pledged $8 billion (around Rs.60,000
crore) to manufacture a vaccine to combat COVID-19, the diseases caused by the
novel coronavirus. The fund will be used to fund laboratories across the world that
have promising leads to research and develop a vaccine.
Romania contributed $200,000, Canada contributed $850 million. Other top donors
were Japan, the United Kingdom (UK), Germany, France, and Saudi Arabia.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Lt Gen Raj Shukla assumed command of ARTRAC
Lieutenant General Raj Shukla assumed command of the Army Training
Command (ARTRAC) on 1 May 2020.
Lieutenant General Raj Shukla:
Lieutenant General Raj Shukla is a graduate of the National Defence Academy
(NDA), Khadakwasla and the Indian Military Academy (IMA), Dehradun. He
was commissioned into the Regiment of Artillery in December 1982. He has a
career spanning over four decades and has seen extensive service in the field. He
commanded a Medium Regiment in the Eastern and Desert Theatres, an Infantry
Brigade in Counter Insurgency Operations, an Infantry Division along the Line of
Control in the Valley, and a Corps along the Western Borders.
Lt Gen Raj Shukla is an alumni of the Defence Services Staff College Wellington,
the College of Defence Management Secunderabad, and the National Defence
College New Delhi. He has served two tenures at the Military Operations
Directorate and as the Director-General, Perspective Planning at Army HQ. He has
also been Commandant of the Indian Army War College.

US President Trump nominates Indian-American lawyer as US representative
for IBRD
The US President Donald Trump has nominated Indian-American lawyer
Ashok Michael Pinto as a representative to the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), the World Bank's lending arm. He was
nominated for the post of the US Alternate Executive Director of IBRD for a
term of two years. If confirmed, he would replace Erik Bethel, who has resigned
from the post.
Michael Pinto:
Pinto has worked as a Special Assistant and Associate Counsel to former
President George W Bush. He also served as a law clerk to Judge F A Little, Jr.
of the US District Court for the Western District of Louisiana.
Pinto is currently serving as the Counsellor to the Under Secretary for International
Affairs at the US Department of the Treasury. Heholds a BA degree from Stanford
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University and a Juris Doctor from the University of Illinois College of Law. He
served as a Counsellor to General Counsel at Treasury.

Centre nominates Economic Affairs Secretary as Director RBI Central Board
Government of India has nominated Secretary of Economic Affairs Department
Ministry of Finance Tarun Bajaj as a director on the Central Board of Reserve
Bank of India (RBI). The nomination of Bajaj is effective from 5 May 2020.
Tarun Bajaj:
Tarun Bajaj is a 1988-batch Haryana cadre IAS officer. He assumed charge as the
Economic Affairs Secretary on 1 May. He has served as the Additional Secretary in
Prime Minister's Office and worked as Joint Secretary and Director in the
Department of Financial Services.

Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury took charge as Chairman of the Public Accounts
Committee
Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury took charge as Chairman of the
Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of Parliament in Delhi on 6 May amid the
COVID-19 lockdown. He has been appointed as the Chairperson of the Committee
for the term beginning on 1 May 2020 and ending on 30 April 2021. The
appointment was made by Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla.
Functions of PAC:
The functions of PAC include the examination of accounts showing the
appropriation of sums granted by Parliament for the expenditure of the GoI. The
annual financial accounts of the government and other accounts are laid before the
House as the Committee may think fit.
PAC members:
PAC has 15 members from the lower house and 7 members from Rajya Sabha.
Lok Sabha members in the committee from BJP include Jayant Sinha, Ajay (Teni)
Misra, Darshana Vikram Jardosh, Subhash Chandra Baheria, Sudheer Gupta, Satya
Pal Singh, Vishnu Dayal Ram, Jagdambika Pal and Ram Kripal Yadav The
members from other parties include T R Baalu, Rahul Ramesh Shewale, Rajiv
Ranjan Singh, Balashowry Vallabbhaneni and Bhartruhari Mahtab.
The members from Rajya Sabha to the PAC are Rajeev Chandrasekhar, C M
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Ramesh, Naresh Gujral, Sukhendu Sekhar Roy, and Bhupender Yadav. Two seats
are kept vacant.

UNEP extends Actress Dia Mirzas term as Goodwill Ambassador
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) extended
environmentalist and actor-producer Dia Mirza's term as its National Goodwill
Ambassador for another two years till the end of 2022. Dia is also a United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals Advocate.
Dia Mirza:
Dia Mirza has contributed and taken an active part in the campaign "Beat the
Pollution". She has made significant contributions towards World Environment
Day celebrations, Circular fashions, and other UNEP campaigns. Under Beat the
Pollution Campaign India works to become completely free from single-use
plastics by 2022.
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP):
UNEP was established on 5 June 1972. It is headquartered at Nairobi, Kenya. It is
responsible to coordinate the UN's environmental activities. It also assists
developing countries in implementing environmentally sound policies and
practices. UNEP also provides funds and implements specific environmental
development projects worldwide including reforestation and wetlands restoration.

Wipro CEO and MD Abidali Z Neemuchwala steps down
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and Managing Director Abidali Z Neemuchwala
of Wipro Limited has decided to step down due to family commitments.
Neemuchwala will continue to hold the office of CEO and Managing Director until
a successor is appointed for a smooth transition and to ensure that business
continues as usual.
Abidali Z Neemuchwala:
Abidali Z Neemuchwala has served as the CEO & MD of Wipro since February
2016. For over four years, Abid helped build a strong execution mindset, drove key
acquisitions, and scaled the Digital business globally. Previously, he worked as the
CEO of the BPO division of Tata Consultancy Services Limited.
Wipro is a leading global information technology, consulting, and business process
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services company. It has over 175,000 employees serving clients across six
continents.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Astronomy Day is celebrated on 2 May
International Astronomy Day is celebrated on 2 May. The day is celebrated twice
a year, one in autumn and another in spring. The next Astronomy Day will be
observed on 26 September 2020. The day is celebrated by enthusiasts and
professionals to share their knowledge and love of outer space with the general
public.
On this special day, museums, astronomical institutions, and planetariums organize
seminars, workshops, and other fun-filled activities with an aim to spread
awareness about the world of astronomy.
History:
The day was first celebrated in 1973 by Doug Berger, the then president of the
Astronomical Association of Northern California. He planned to set up various
telescopes in busy urban locations so that passersby could enjoy views of the
heavens. He wanted to increase interest in the field of astronomy and give the
general public access to more ways to learn about it.
The day is also celebrated by setting up telescopes in urban locations in order to
make space more accessible to everyone. The day included many countries and
many organizations and groups. The observation of the day was amended in
2006 to include a second day of celebration in the year.
Initially, the Astronomy Day occurred on a Saturday between mid-April and midMay. It was scheduled so as to occur at or close to the first quarter Moon. In the
year 2007, an autumn rendition of Astronomy Day was added. The observation of
the day was scheduled to occur on a Saturday between mid-September and midOctober so as to be on or close to the first quarter Moon.

World Tuna Day is observed on 2 May
World Tuna Day is observed on 2 May. The day aims to raise awareness about the
importance of tuna. The day will promote more sustainable fishing practices. The
day aims to spread information about the possible impact of drastically declining
tuna stocks. The day also highlights the economic and social benefits of
establishing more sustainable fishing practices.
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Aim:
The World Tuna Day aims to stress the importance of a stable and healthy tuna
population. It also shows the importance of sustainably managed fish stocks in
achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals (SDG).
Tuna:
Tuna is a saltwater fish. It belongs to the Thunnin tribe. Tuna are found in warm
seas. It can maintain a body temperature higher than that of the surrounding water.
The fish has a life span of 50 years.
History:
In December 2016, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passed
resolution 71/124 and designated the observation of the day on 2 May. It is
observed for the first time in 2017. The UN report stated that a large number of
countries worldwide depend on tuna for both food security and nutrition. It also
stated that more than 80 countries have tuna fisheries, and their capacity is
constantly growing.
Environmental groups like the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) have warned that
some types of tuna, such as the bluefin, are now endangered because of overfishing.
A 2013 Stock assessment reported that because of overfishing, bluefin stocks in
the Northern Pacific Ocean have declined by more than 96% in comparison to
unfished levels. In 2016, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
registered new record catches for tuna. Total catches of tuna and tuna-like species
were almost 7.7 million metric tonnes (MT). Effective management to restore the
overfished stocks including tuna is needed.

International Firefighters Day is observed on 4 May
International Firefighters Day is observed on 4 May. The day aims to remember
those firefighters who have died while serving the community or dedicated their
lives to protecting the safety of all.
History:
Firefighters' Day was initiated after the tragic death of 5 firefighters' in
1999 during a bushfire at Linton in Victoria, Australia when they were on a
rescue mission. They died due to the sudden change in the direction of the wind.
Soon after that tragic event, a firefighter named JJ Edmondson sent an email to his
colleagues calling for an international holiday that would honour the sacrifices and
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triumphs of firefighters everywhere. On 4 May 1999, people all over the world
celebrated the first International Firefighters Day.
The Ribbon:
The most unique and significant symbols of International Firefighters Day is
the red and blue ribbon. The ribbon is 5 cm long and 1 cm wide, with the two
separate colors conjoined at the top. The red and blue colour was chosen as red
stood for the element of fire and blue represents the element of water. Coincidently,
red and blue are also the colors recognized worldwide to signify emergency
services.

World Asthma Day is celebrated on 5 May
World Asthma Day is celebrated on 5 May 2020. The day aims to raise
awareness, care, and support for those affected by asthma. The primary focus of the
day is to support the person with asthma, family, friends, and caregivers. Every
year the day is observed on the first Tuesday of May month.
Theme:
The theme of the 2020 World Asthma Day is "Enough Asthma Deaths." The day
is not actively promoted this year due to the coronavirus pandemic. It also aims to
raise awareness and the struggles of people suffering from asthma.
History:
World Asthma Day is annually organized by the Global Initiative for Asthma
(GINA). The day was aimed to increase awareness about chronic respiratory
disease asthma, its precautions, prevention, and care around the world. GINA
works with health care groups and asthma educators to reduce asthma "prevalence,
morbidity, and mortality". It also aims to improve the lives of people suffering from
asthma.

Vesak day is observed on 7 May
'Vesak', the Day of the Full Moon is observed in the month of May by the United
Nations on 7 May 2020. The day commemorates the birth, enlightenment, and
Death of Lord Buddha, the founder of Buddhism, all of which is said to have taken
place on the same day.
Gautam Buddha:
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The birth anniversary of Gautam Buddha is celebrated as Buddha Purnima or
Buddha Jayanti across the world. According to the Hindu calendar, the day falls on
a full moon day in the month of Vaisakh (April/May). In 2020, the Buddha
Purnima is celebrated on 7 May.
In Theravada Buddhism, the day is observed as the day when Buddha was born as
Prince Siddhartha Gautama and attained Nirvana (salvation) under the Mahabodhi
tree at Bodh Gaya, Bihar and his death anniversary. The Vesak full moon day is the
most important day in the Buddhist calendar. On this day, several Buddhists go to
the pagodas to pour water at the foot of the sacred tree in remembrance of the
Buddha's Enlightenment.
Buddha Purnima is a major festival celebrated with great pomp and fervour in
countries like India, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka (where it is called Vesak), Burma,
Thailand, Tibet, China, Korea, Laos, Vietnam, Mongolia, Cambodia, Singapore,
and Indonesia.
History:
In 1999, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) internationally recognized
the Day of Vesak.

World Athletics Day is celebrated on 7 May
World Athletics Day is celebrated on 7 May. The date of observation is subjected
to change as International Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF) decides the date
every year, but the month remains the same which is May. The day aims to boost
participation in athletics among youngsters.
Aim:
World Athletics Day falls under the social responsibility project of IAAF
'Athletics for a Better World.' The day is observed to make people aware of the
various health issues and to promote physical fitness. The day also aims to establish
a link between the youth, sport, and environmental conservation.
History:
World Athletics Day was celebrated for the first time in the year 1996. The
observation of the day was initiated by Primo Nebiolo, the then-president of IAAF.
Several competitions take place on the day with the most common types are track
and field, road running, race walking and cross country running, etc.
World Athletics:
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World Athletics was formerly known as the International Amateur Athletic
Federation. It was formed on 17 July 1912. The headquarters is located in
Stockholm, Sweden. It governs the sport of athletics, covering track and field, road
running, racewalking, mountain running and ultrarunning, and cross country
running.

World Red Cross day is observed on 8 May
World Red Cross day is observed on 8 May. The day aims to celebrate the
principles of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. The day
pays tribute to the Red Cross volunteers for their contribution to helping those in
need. The day creates awareness about the need for life protection in some drastic
conditions.
History:
The World Red Cross is observed on the birth anniversary of Henry Dunant,
who was the founder of the International Committee of the Red Cross. Red Cross
Society aims to inspire, initiate, and encourage all kinds of humanitarian activities
under all times and circumstances.
Red Cross Society:
Red Cross Society, former International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement,
was established on 9 February 1863 in Geneva, Switzerland. The mission is to
encourage and initiate at all times and all forms of humanitarian activities so that
human suffering can be minimized and to create a peaceful environment
The day is celebrated by the National Societies affiliated to the International
Committee of the Red Cross in their countries. The Red Cross Society is based on 7
principles are humanity, impartiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary, unity,
and universality.

Time of Remembrance and Reconciliation for victims of WWII is observed on
8-9 May
The Time of remembrance and reconciliation for those who lost their lives
during the Second World War is observed on 8-9 May every year. On this day
people across the world and many authority bodies including UNGA, pay tribute to
all victims of World War-II (WWII).
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History:
The time of remembrance and reconciliation was designated by the UN General
Assembly (UNGA) by resolution 59/26 of 22 November 2004. On 2 March 2010,
UNGA passed resolution 64/257 and designated 8-9 May as the day to honour the
victims of the Second World War. It also encouraged its Member States, NGOs and
individuals to honour the victims of WWII. UNGA plans to make every effort to
settle all disputes by peaceful means in conformity with the Charter of the United
Nations and in such a manner that international peace and security are not
endangered.
United Nations (UN):
After WWII, the United Nations was created as a body to promote international cooperation and to create and maintain international order. UN was established on 24
October 1945. It replaced the ineffective League of Nations that was disbanded in
1946 after WWII following its failure in preventing the conflict.

World Migratory Bird Day is observed on 9 May
World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is observed on 9 May in the year 2020. The
day is globally observed on the second Saturday of May month. The day aims to
bring attention to the threats faced by migratory birds, their ecological importance.
It also aims to raise awareness about the increasing need for international
cooperation to conserve them.
Theme:
The theme of 2020 World Migratory Bird Day is "Birds Connect Our World."
The theme highlights the importance of conserving and restoring the ecological
connectivity and integrity of ecosystems that support the natural movements of
migratory birds and that are essential for their survival and well-being.
Issues faced by the Migratory Birds:
Migratory birds rely on their natural habitats for food, shelter, and nesting.
Various issues including Unsustainable agricultural practices and infrastructural
pressures cause the habitats of migratory species to shrink. The use of pesticides
also poses great threats to the birds.
Furthermore, stop-over-sites have seen increased competition, especially where
bird densities are high and food supplies have depleted. As stopover sites continue
to be exposed to degradation and human expansion, this competition is likely to
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increase, harming migratory birds greatly.
Also, the collision of birds with artificial man-made structures has posed a
threat to over 350 species of migratory birds, especially the birds that fly at
night. Structures made of glass and other reflective material can cause the death of
more birds than almost any other human-related mortality factor. The increased
building of wind turbines in flight paths, especially near wetlands, and expanded
power lines near sites where birds congregate have also resulted in high bird
mortality rates.
How can it be prevented?
Migratory birds need a network of intact habitats along their entire migration
routes to survive. Many multilateral environment treaties such as the Convention
on Migratory Species (CMS) and the African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement
(AEWA) are essential to protect migratory birds on their international
journeys. Protected trans-boundary habitat corridors can be created to benefit
the migratory birds and other migratory wildlife, specifically at the landscape scale.
Also, networks of critical sites key to migration need to be safeguarded and
managed properly.

Birth Anniversary of Maharana Pratap Singh I is celebrated on 9 May
The Birth Anniversary of Maharana Pratap Singh Iis celebrated on 9 May. The
Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tributes to Maharana Pratap on his Jayanti.
Maharana Pratap Singh I:
Pratap Singh I was popularly known as Maharana Pratap. He was the eldest son
of Udai Singh II, who is the founder of the city of Udaipur. Pratap Singh was born
on 9 May 1540. He was a king of Mewar, a region in the present-day Rajasthan.
Battle of Haldighati:
Maharana is famously known for his bravery in the Battle of Haldighati. The
battle was fought on 18 June 1576. It was fought between the forces Maharana
Pratap; and the Mughal emperor Akbar's forces which was led by Man Singh I of
Amber. The Mughals won the battle but failed to capture Pratap, who escaped.
Later, Pratap Singh recaptured Udaipur, Gogunda, and Kumbhalgarh when Akbar
was concentrating on the northwestern front.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
BDL partners with IIT-Kanpur to manufacture ventilators for COVID-19
treatment
Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL), a defence Public Sector Undertaking (PSU),
has signed an MoU NOCCA Robotics, an incubated start-up of the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT), Kanpur for the large-scale manufacturing of
ventilators.
Highlights:
The MoU will give a big boost to the development of affordable ventilators for
COVID-19 treatment.
BDL partnered with IIT Kanpur's incubator Foundation for Innovation and
Research in Science and Technology (FIRST) and NOCCA Robotics Private
Limited (NRPL) to manufacture ventilators.
It aims to develop an affordable ventilator which will be able to scale up the
production. The device will be in line with the Make in India initiative.
For the project, the team has received inputs from the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) and Directorate General of Mines Safety
(DGMS).

Coir Board signed MoU with IIT-Madras for setting up Centre of Excellence
for coir applications
Coir Board signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Indian
Institute of Technology- Madras (IIT-Madras) on 7 MAy. The aim was to
establish a Centre of Excellence (CoE) for the application of Coir exclusively or in
combination with other natural fibres.
Highlights:
Under the MoU, Coir Geo-Textiles (CGT) can be successfully used to prevent soil
erosion in slopes/embankments, river embankments, mine slope dumps
stabilization, etc. CGT can be used in the low volume rural roads as a reenforcement material.
CoE will extend the research work, which is done so far, in the coir sector with the
support of IIT-Madras.
IIT-Madras will provide support to the development of relevant technology and
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evolve standards for production & processing through specific projects and monitor
research projects and mentor of Coir Board's research institutes/laboratories.
CoE will also assist in generating the Intellectual Property Rights and technology
transfer.
Coir Board will provide financial assistance of Rs.5 crores initially for a period of
two years for the establishment and running of the Centre of Excellence.
So far, 27 areas of R&D needs of the Coir industry have been identified, to be
taken up by this Centre of Excellence, in addition to 10 in-house projects of IIT-M,
in machinery development and road projects.

GoI, AIIB sign agreement for USD 500 million COVID-19 support for India
The Government of India and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AIIB) signed an agreement for a $500 million "COVID-19 Emergency Response
and Health Systems Preparedness Project" on 8 May. The agreement will help
India to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic and strengthen its public health
preparedness.
Highlights:
The agreement will cover all States and Union Territories (UT) of India and
address the needs of infected people, at-risk populations, medical and emergency
personnel and service providers, medical and testing facilities, and national and
animal health agencies.
It will also provide help to GoI in its efforts to respond to the threat posed by
COVID-19 and strengthen the national health systems for preparedness in India.
The primary beneficiaries of the project are the COVID-19 infected people, at-risk
populations, medical and emergency personnel, service providers at medical and
testing facilities, and public and animal health agencies engaged in India's
COVID-19 response.
COVID-19 Emergency Response and Health Systems Preparedness Project:
The project is expected to enable the Government to slow and contain the spread of
COVID-19 in India by providing immediate support to enhance disease detection
capacities by scaling up procurement of PPE, oxygen delivery systems, and
medicines, build resilient health systems to provide core public health, prevention,
and patient management functions to manage COVID-19 and future disease
outbreaks.
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The project will support research on COVID-19 by Indian and other global
institutions working in collaboration with the Indian Council of Medical Research,
address significant negative externalities expected in the event of a widespread
COVID-19 o
It will also enhance the resilience of India's health system to provide core public
health prevention and patient care to better manage COVID-19 and future disease
outbreaks.
It will help strengthen India's Integrated Disease Surveillance Program, revamp
infectious disease hospitals, district, civil, general, and medical college hospitals,
and build a network of high containment Biosafety Level 3 laboratories.
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INDEX / LIST
India ranks 3rd in scientific publication
The National Science and Technology Management Information (NSTMIS),
Department of Science and Technology (DST), has conducted a survey
on Research and Development (R&D) Statistics and Indicators 2019-20. As per
the survey, India ranks 3rd among countries in a scientific publication.
Parameters of the Survey:
The survey included more than 6800 S&T Institutions spread across varied sectors
like central government, state governments, higher education, public sector
industry, and private sector industry in the country. A response rate of more than
90% was achieved.
Report Highlights:
The report on R&D indicators for the nation is an extraordinarily important
document for evidence-based policymaking and planning in higher education, R&D
activities and support, intellectual property, and industrial competitiveness.
The report captured the R&D landscape of the country through various InputOutput S&T Indicators in the form of Tables and graphs.
It pertains to Investments in national R&D, R&D investments by Government and
Private sector; R&D relationship with the economy (GDP), Enrolment of S&T
personnel, Manpower engaged in R&D, Outrun of S&T personnel, papers
published, patents and their international S&T comparisons.
As per the report, India spent 0.7% of its GDP on R&D in 2017-18, while the
same among other developing BRICS countries were Brazil 1.3%, Russia 1.1%,
China 2.1%, and South Africa 0.8%.In 2018, India was ranked 3rd, 5th, and 9th in
scientific publication output as per the NSF, SCOPUS, and SCI database
respectively.
During 2011-2016, India's growth rate of scientific publication as per the
SCOPUS and SCI database was 8.4% and 6.4% as against the world average of
1.9% and 3.7%, respectively.
The report has also highlighted that India's share in global research publication
output has increased over the years as reflected in publication databases.

GRFC 2020 says around 135 million people are living under food crisis
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The Global Network against Food Crisis released the Global Report on Food
Crisis (GRFC) 2020. The report stated that around 135 million people are living
under the food crisis. The report aims to address the root causes of extreme hunger.
Global Report on Food Crises:
The report described the scale of acute hunger in the world.
It provided an analysis of the drivers that are contributing to food crises across the
globe. It examines how the COVID-19 pandemic might contribute to their
perpetuation or deterioration.
The analyses in the GRFC report were prepared before the global crisis of the
COVID-19 pandemic and do not account for its impact on vulnerable people in
food-crisis situations.
The report stated that around 183 million people in 47 countries were classified in
Stressed (IPC/CH Phase 2) conditions, at risk of slipping into crisis or worse
(IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) if confronted by an additional shock or stressor.
As per the report, the population in crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above)
increased from 112 to 123 million.
The reports stated that the main driver of food crises in 2019 was Conflict and
insecurity. And, weather extremes and economic shocks became increasingly
significant.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When is International Astronomy Day celebrated?
A.25 April
B.2 May
C.14 May
D.12 June

Answer B
Explanation International Astronomy Day is celebrated on 2 May. The day is celebrated by
enthusiasts and professionals to share their knowledge and love of outer space with the general
public.

2) Where is Handwara located?
A.Sikkim
B.Assam
C.J&K
D.Uttarakhand

Answer C
Explanation Handwara is a town in the Kupwara District of Jammu and Kashmir, India. Located
on Baramulla-Kupwara National Highway NH-701 it is governed by a municipal committee.

3) The deep red colour of the Kashmir saffron is due to the high quantity of
_________ in it.
A.Crocin
B.Crocetin
C.Gentiobiose
D.Turanose

Answer A
Explanation The Kashmir Saffron is long, thick, and has a natural deep red colour. The deep red
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colour of the saffron is due to the high quantity of crocin. It has a rich flavour because of the
safranal and the bitterness is due to the presence of picrocrocin.

4) International Astronomy Day is celebrated ________.
A.once a year
B.twice a year
C.thrice a year
D.once in 3 year

Answer B
Explanation International Astronomy Day is celebrated on 2 May. The day is celebrated twice a
year, one in autumn and another in spring. The next Astronomy Day will be observed on 26
September 2020.

5) Who is to participate in the virtual summit of the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) on 4 May for the first time?
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.Vice President Venkiah Naidu
C.Prime Minister Narendra Modi
D.Home Minister Amit Shah

Answer C
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi is to participate in a virtual summit of the NonAligned Movement (NAM) on 4 May. The summit aims to enhance the coordination of the
member states in their fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. The External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar will also participate in the summit.

6) When will the next International Astronomy Day be celebrated?
A.12 September 2020
B.26 September 2020
C.15 October 2020
D.2 October 2020

Answer B
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Explanation International Astronomy Day is celebrated on 2 May. The day is celebrated twice a
year, one in autumn and another in spring. The next Astronomy Day will be observed on 26
September 2020. The day is celebrated by enthusiasts and professionals to share their knowledge
and love of outer space with the general public.

7) Which country holds the Presidency of NAM 2020?
A.India
B.Oman
C.Azerbaijan
D.Ethiopia

Answer C
Explanation Azerbaijan is the President of the Non-Alignment Movement. It will be the
president of the NAM till 2022. The summit will be convened by President Ilham Aliyev.

8) Who initiated the observation of International Astronomy Day?
A.Alan Stern
B.James F. Bell
C.Brian May
D.Doug Berger

Answer D
Explanation The International Astronomy Day was first celebrated in 1973 by Doug Berger, the
then president of the Astronomical Association of Northern California. He planned to set up
various telescopes in busy urban locations so that passersby could enjoy views of the heavens. He
wanted to increase interest in the field of astronomy and give the general public access to more
ways to learn about it.

9) Who is the President of Azerbaijan?
A.Ilham Aliyev
B.Nikol Pashinyan
C.Serzh Sargsyan
D.Armen Sarkissian

Answer A
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Explanation Ilham Heydar oglu Aliyev is an Azerbaijani politician who is the fourth president of
Azerbaijan, in office since 2003. He also functions as the Chairman of the New Azerbaijan Party,
Non Alignment Movement and the head of Azerbaijan's National Olympic Committee.

10) When was the first International Astronomy Day observed?
A.1973
B.1978
C.1984
D.1989

Answer A
Explanation International Astronomy Day was first celebrated in 1973 by Doug Berger, the then
president of the Astronomical Association of Northern California. He planned to set up various
telescopes in busy urban locations so that passersby could enjoy views of the heavens. He wanted
to increase interest in the field of astronomy and give the general public access to more ways to
learn about it.

11) When was the last NAM summit held?
A.2016
B.2017
C.2018
D.2019

Answer D
Explanation The 18th NAM Summit was held in 2019 at the Island of Baku, Azerbaijan.

12) Ajay Kumar who passed away recently was a _________.
A.NITI Aayog member
B.Lokpal Member
C.Planning Commission member
D.Member of Parliament

Answer B
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Explanation Former Chief Justice of Chhattisgarh High Court Justice Ajay Kumar Tripathi (retd)
passed away on 2 May. He was 62 years old. On 27 March 2019, he took oath as a Judicial
Member of Lokpal of India. He played a vital role in setting up the Institution of Lokpal of India
with his innovative ideas and inputs.

13) Where was the last and 18th summit held?
A.Azerbaijan
B.Venezuela
C.Peru
D.Chile

Answer A
Explanation The 18th NAM Summit was held in 2019 at the Island of Baku, Azerbaijan.

14) When is the World Tuna Day observed?
A.1 May
B.2 May
C.3 May
D.4 May

Answer B
Explanation World Tuna Day is observed on 2 May. The day aims to raise awareness about the
importance of tuna. The day will promote more sustainable fishing practices. The day aims to
spread information about the possible impact of drastically declining tuna stocks.

15) When was the Non-Alignment Movement founded?
A.1961
B.1967
C.1973
D.1978

Answer A
Explanation The Non-Alignment Movement was founded in 1961. The NAM summit was
instituted based upon Bandung principles that were adopted at the Belgrade Summit in 1955.
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16) When did the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) pass resolution
for the observation of World Tuna Day?
A.2000
B.2009
C.2011
D.2016

Answer D
Explanation In December 2016, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passed
resolution 71/124 and designated the observation of the World Tuna Day on 2 May. It is observed
for the first time in 2017. The UN report stated that a large number of countries worldwide
depend on tuna for both food security and nutrition. It also stated that more than 80 countries
have tuna fisheries, and their capacity is constantly growing.

17) How many member countries are there under Non-Alignment Movement
group?
A.87
B.95
C.107
D.120

Answer D
Explanation The Non-Alignment Movement was founded in 1961. The movement works
towards the attainment of independence for many countries. NAM marks the biggest grouping of
countries outside the United Nations. It comprises 120 developing countries from Asia, Africa,
and Latin America.

18) When was the World Tuna Day observed for the first time?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
D.2018

Answer C
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Explanation In December 2016, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passed
resolution 71/124 and designated the observation of the day on 2 May. It is observed for the first
time in 2017. The UN report stated that a large number of countries worldwide depend on tuna
for both food security and nutrition. It also stated that more than 80 countries have tuna fisheries,
and their capacity is constantly growing.

19) India ranks _________ in scientific publication as per National Science and
Technology Management Information (NSTMIS) report.
A.3rd
B.5th
C.7th
D.15th

Answer A
Explanation The National Science and Technology Management Information (NSTMIS),
Department of Science and Technology (DST), has conducted a survey on Research and
Development (R&D) Statistics and Indicators 2019-20. As per the survey, India ranks 3rd among
countries in a scientific publication.

20) Centre constituted ________ Central Public Health Teams for districts
with the highest number of COVID-19 cases.
A.12
B.20
C.25
D.28

Answer B
Explanation The government of India has constituted 20 Central Public Health Teams from the
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. The move comes as per the guidance of the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.

21) Which state made the Arogya Setu app a must for those in hotspot areas?
A.Jharkhand
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Maharashtra
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D.Madhya Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation Uttar Pradesh state government has made it compulsory to download the Arogya
Setu app for those living in hotspot areas of the state. The State government has issued
instructions regarding the opening of offices and resuming work in industrial areas.

22) _________ launched IDEAthon.
A.Ministry of Ayush
B.Ministry of Jal Shakti
C.Ministry of Science & Technology
D.Ministry of Earth Science

Answer B
Explanation On 2 May 2020, the National Mission for Clean Ganga operating (NMCG) under
Ministry of Jal Shakti and National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) launched "IDEAthon"
titled "The future of River Management" to explore how the COVID-19 crisis can shape River
Management strategies for the future. The move focuses on creating awareness about the
ecological importance and economic potential of the rivers to help the cities.

23) Northeast consists of _______ of India's reserve of Bamboo.
A.35%
B.48%
C.60%
D.75%

Answer C
Explanation Northeast consists of 60% of India's reserve of Bamboo.

24) Who organized the "IDEAthon" titled "The future of River Management"
to explore how the COVID-19 crisis can shape River Management strategies
for the future?
A.National Mission for Clean Ganga operating (NMCG)
B.National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA)
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C.Institute for Studies in Industrial Development (ISID)
D.A&B

Answer D
Explanation On 2 May 2020, the National Mission for Clean Ganga operating (NMCG) under
Ministry of Jal Shakti and National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) launched "IDEAthon"
titled "The future of River Management" to explore how the COVID-19 crisis can shape River
Management strategies for the future.

25) ________ developed eCovSens, a diagnostic tool for the detection of
COVID-19 antigens in human saliva within 30 seconds.
A.NIAB
B.CSIR
C.DRDO
D.SCTIMST

Answer A
Explanation Researchers from Hyderabad-based National Institute of Animal Biotechnology
(NIAB) developed a portable device 'eCovSens'. It can be used as a diagnostic tool for the
detection of COVID-19 antigens. eCoVSens will detect novel coronavirus antigens in human
saliva within 30 seconds.

26) ________ aims to mainstream River Management in a city's Urban
Planning framework.
A.IDEAthon
B.GANgthon
C.Water Management Commission
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation On 2 May 2020, the National Mission for Clean Ganga operating (NMCG) under
Ministry of Jal Shakti and National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) launched "IDEAthon"
titled "The future of River Management" to explore how the COVID-19 crisis can shape River
Management strategies for the future. The IDEAthon sought to brainstorm the learnings from
COVID-19 pandemic, the following lockdown, and its impact on river management. It also aims
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to mainstream River Management in a city's Urban Planning framework.

27) Kashmiri ________ received Geographical Indication (GI) tag.
A.red chilli
B.saffron
C.cardamom
D.black cumin

Answer B
Explanation Kashmiri saffron received a Geographical Indication (GI) tag. The Certificate was
granted to the Department of Agriculture Kashmir.

28) Who is the Minister for Rural Development and Panchayati Raj and
Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare?
A.Narendra Singh Tomar
B.Narottam Mishra
C.Ram Vilas Paswan
D.Ravi Shankar Prasad

Answer A
Explanation Narendra Singh Tomar is an Indian politician and a member of the 17th Lok Sabha.
He is the Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare and Minister of Rural Development in the
Second Modi ministry. Previously he was the Minister of Mines and Minister of Parliamentary
Affair in the Government of India.

29) ________ developed 'UV blaster,' an Ultra Violet (UV) Disinfection Tower
for rapid and chemical-free disinfection of high infection-prone areas.
A.CSIR
B.DRDO
C.BHEL
D.SCTIMST

Answer B
Explanation Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) developed 'UV blaster,'
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an Ultra Violet (UV) Disinfection Tower for rapid and chemical-free disinfection of high
infection-prone areas. UV blaster is a UV based area sanitizer designed and developed by Laser
Science & Technology Centre (LASTEC), the Delhi based premier laboratory of DRDO with the
help of M/s New Age Instruments and Materials Private Limited, Gurugram.

30) The Saras Collection was launched on _______ portal.
A.mKisan
B.e-NAM
C.digitalindia
D.GeM

Answer D
Explanation The Union Minister for Rural Development and Panchayati Raj and Agriculture and
Farmers' Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar launched The Saras Collection on the Government eMarketplace (GeM) portal at Krishi Bhavan in New Delhi on 4 May 2020. It aims to provide
SHGs in rural areas with market access to Central and State Government buyers. The Saras
Collection will showcase daily utility products made by rural self-help groups (SHGs). It aims to
provide SHGs in rural areas with market access to Central and State Government buyers.

31) What was the theme of Non-Alignment Movement (NAM) summit?
A.United against COVID-19
B.Upholding Bandung principles to ensure a concerted and adequate response to the challenges
of the contemporary world
C.Promoting International Peace and Security for Sustainable Development
D.Peace, Sovereignty and Solidarity for Development amid COVID-19

Answer A
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated in the online Summit of Non Alignment
Movement (NAM) Contact Group was held on 4 May 2020 to discuss the response to the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic crisis. The theme of the online NAM Contact Group Summit was
'United against COVID-19.'

32) What is the theme of the 2020 World Asthma Day?
A.STOP for Asthma
B.Enough Asthma Deaths
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C.Never too early, never too late. It's always the right time to address airways disease
D.Better air better breathing

Answer B
Explanation World Asthma Day is celebrated on 5 May 2020. The day aims to raise awareness,
care, and support for those affected by asthma. The theme of the 2020 World Asthma Day is
"Enough Asthma Deaths." The day is not actively promoted this year due to the coronavirus
pandemic. It also aims to raise awareness and the struggles of people suffering from asthma.

33) Russia second Arktika-M satellite is still under development and will be
launched in _______.
A.2021
B.2022
C.2023
D.2024

Answer C
Explanation The second Arktika-M satellite of Russia is still under development and will be
launched in 2023.

34) Who is the President of the UN General Assembly (UNGA)?
A.Kofi Annan
B.Vasily Nebenzya
C.Filippo Grandi
D.Tijjani Muhammad-Bande

Answer D
Explanation Tijjani Muhammad-Bande is the President of the UN General Assembly (UNGA).
The President of the United Nations General Assembly is a position voted for by representatives
in the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on a yearly basis.

35) Who initiated the observation of World Asthma Day?
A.Global Initiative for Asthma
B.American Academy of Allergy, Asthma, and Immunology
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C.World Allergy Organization
D.Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America

Answer A
Explanation World Asthma Day is annually organized by the Global Initiative for Asthma
(GINA). The day was aimed to increase awareness about chronic respiratory disease asthma, its
precautions, prevention, and care around the world.

36) Delhi imposed _______ Special Corona Fee on Liquor.
A.40%
B.60%
C.75%
D.82%

Answer C
Explanation The Delhi state government imposed a 'Special Corona Fee' on liquor. As per the
announcement, 70% of the maximum retail price (MRP) will be charged for all categories of
liquor that will be sold in the city with effect from 5 May. The fee was approved by Delhi's
Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal. Also, a notification was later issued by the Delhi government's
finance department.

37) When is the International Firefighters Day observed?
A.2 May
B.3 May
C.4 May
D.5 May

Answer C
Explanation International Firefighters Day is observed on 4 May. The day aims to remember
those firefighters who have died while serving the community or dedicated their lives to
protecting the safety of all.

38) US President Trump nominated Indian-American lawyer ________ as US
representative for IBRD.
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A.Ashok Michael Pinto
B.S. Shankar Sastry
C.Nitin Nohria
D.Pradeep Khosla

Answer A
Explanation The US President Donald Trump has nominated Indian-American lawyer Ashok
Michael Pinto as a representative to the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(IBRD), the World Bank's lending arm. He was nominated for the post of the US Alternate
Executive Director of IBRD for a term of two years. If confirmed, he would replace Erik Bethel,
who has resigned from the post.

39) Which state-imposed Special Corona Fee on Liquor?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Goa
D.Delhi

Answer D
Explanation The Delhi state government imposed a 'Special Corona Fee' on liquor. As per the
announcement, 70% of the maximum retail price (MRP) will be charged for all categories of
liquor that will be sold in the city with effect from 5 May.

40) Firefighters' Day was initiated after the tragic death of 5 firefighters' in
1999 during a bushfire at ________.
A.US
B.Russia
C.UK
D.Australia

Answer D
Explanation Firefighters' Day was initiated after the tragic death of 5 firefighters' in 1999 during
a bushfire at Linton in Victoria, Australia when they were on a rescue mission. They died due to
the sudden change in the direction of the wind.
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41) International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) is the
lending arm of _______.
A.ADB
B.World Bank
C.RBI
D.OECD

Answer B
Explanation International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) is the lending arm
of the World Bank.

42) When was the International Firefighters Day first observed?
A.1987
B.1992
C.1999
D.2003

Answer C
Explanation Firefighters' Day was initiated after the tragic death of 5 firefighters' in 1999 during
a bushfire at Linton in Victoria, Australia when they were on a rescue mission. They died due to
the sudden change in the direction of the wind. Soon after that tragic event, a firefighter named JJ
Edmondson sent an email to his colleagues calling for an international holiday that would honour
the sacrifices and triumphs of firefighters everywhere. On 4 May 1999, people all over the world
celebrated the first International Firefighters Day.

43) Who was/were honoured with the "Pulitzer Prize 2020" in the field of
feature photography?
A.Dar Yasin
B.Mukhtar Khan
C.Channi Anand
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Three Indian journalists have been honoured with the "Pulitzer Prize 2020" in the
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field of feature photography. The names of the three prize winners are Dar Yasin, Mukhtar Khan,
and Channi Anand. The results were announced virtually on 4 May.

44) The most unique and significant symbols of International Firefighters Day
is the ________ ribbon.
A.red, blue
B.white, red
C.yellow, blue
D.red, green

Answer A
Explanation The most unique and significant symbols of International Firefighters Day is the red
and blue ribbon. The ribbon is 5 cm long and 1 cm wide, with the two separate colors conjoined
at the top. The red and blue colour was chosen as red stood for the element of fire and blue
represents the element of water. Coincidently, red and blue are also the colors recognized
worldwide to signify emergency services.

45) Who won the 2020 Pulitzer Prizes for the category of Criticism,
Journalism?
A.Christopher Knight
B.Ben Taub
C.Nikole Hannah
D.Christian Miller

Answer D
Explanation Christopher Knight of the Los Angeles Times won the 2020 Pulitzer Prizes for the
category of Criticism, Journalism.

46) Who is the Union Minister of State (IC) for Shipping and Chemicals &
Fertilisers?
A.Parshottam Rupala
B.D. V. Sadananda Gowda
C.Hardeep Singh Puri
D.Mansukh Mandaviya
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Answer D
Explanation Mansukh Laxmanbhai Mandaviya is the Union Minister of State for Shipping
(India) (Independent Charge) and Union Minister of State for Chemical and Fertilizers (India).

47) When was the first Pulitzer Prizes in journalism awarded?
A.1906
B.1917
C.1923
D.1948

Answer B
Explanation The Pulitzer Prizes in journalism were first awarded in 1917 and are considered the
fields most prestigious honor in the U.S.

48) When was the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Pariyojana Kendra
(PMBJP) launched?
A.2008
B.2012
C.2014
D.2016

Answer A
Explanation Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Pariyojana Kendra (PMBJP) was launched
in 2008 by the Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP), GoI under the name Jan Aushadi
Campaign.

49) Who released the Global Report on Food Crisis (GRFC) 2020 report?
A.Global Network against Food Crisis
B.Food Crisis Prevention Association
C.Hunger Combat Institute
D.Food Security Information Network

Answer A
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Explanation The Global Network against Food Crisis released the Global Report on Food Crisis
(GRFC) 2020. The report stated that around 135 million people are living under the food crisis.
The report aims to address the root causes of extreme hunger.

50) Who assumed command of the Army Training Command (ARTRAC)?
A.Lieutenant General Raj Shukla
B.Lieutenant General Ajesh Varma
C.Lieutenant General Nishath Patel
D.Lieutenant General Pradeep Singh

Answer A
Explanation Lieutenant General Raj Shukla assumed command of the Army Training Command
(ARTRAC) on 1 May 2020.

51) GRFC 2020 stated around _______ million people are living under food
crisis.
A.135
B.148
C.157
D.189

Answer A
Explanation The Global Network against Food Crisis released the Global Report on Food Crisis
(GRFC) 2020. The report stated that around 135 million people are living under the food crisis.
The report aims to address the root causes of extreme hunger.

52) _________ held a video conference with the promoters of the completed
Integrated Cold Chain Projects.
A.Harsimrat Kaur Badal
B.Nitin Gadkari
C.Mansukhbhai Vasava
D.Smriti Irani

Answer A
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Explanation The Union Minister of Food Processing Industries Harsimrat Kaur Badal held a
video conference with the promoters of the completed Integrated Cold Chain Projects on 4 May.
The promoters of 38 cold chain projects participated in the Video Conference.

53) As per the Global Report on Food Crisis (GRFC) 2020 report, the
population in crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) increased from 112 to
_______ million.
A.75
B.89
C.108
D.123

Answer D
Explanation The Global Network against Food Crisis released the Global Report on Food Crisis
(GRFC) 2020. As per the report, the population in crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above)
increased from 112 to 123 million.

54) When is the World Asthma Day celebrated in 2020?
A.2 May
B.3 May
C.4 May
D.5 May

Answer D
Explanation World Asthma Day is celebrated on 5 May 2020. The day aims to raise awareness,
care, and support for those affected by asthma. The primary focus of the day is to support the
person with asthma, family, friends, and caregivers. Every year the day is observed on the first
Tuesday of May month.

55) Russia is to launch its first Arktika-M satellite in _________.
A.September 2020
B.December 2020
C.February 2021
D.March 2021
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Answer B
Explanation Russia announced that it is to launch the country's first Arktika-M satellite from the
Baikonur space center on 9 December 2020. at the end of 2020. The announcement was made by
the General Director of the Lavochkin aerospace company Vladimir Kolmykov.

56) World Asthma Day is celebrated on _______ of May month.
A.first Sunday
B.first Monday
C.first Tuesday
D.first Wednesday

Answer C
Explanation World Asthma Day is celebrated on 5 May 2020. The day aims to raise awareness,
care, and support for those affected by asthma. The primary focus of the day is to support the
person with asthma, family, friends, and caregivers. Every year the day is observed on the first
Tuesday of May month.

57) Which country is to launch its first Arktika-M satellite?
A.China
B.N.Korea
C.US
D.Russia

Answer D
Explanation Russia announced that it is to launch the country's first Arktika-M satellite from the
Baikonur space center on 9 December 2020. at the end of 2020. The announcement was made by
the General Director of the Lavochkin aerospace company Vladimir Kolmykov.

58) The ________ meeting of the High-level Group of Ministers (GoM) on
COVID-19 was held on 5 May under the chairpersonship of Dr. Harsh
Vardhan, Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare.
A.5th
B.8th
C.14th
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D.20th

Answer C
Explanation The 14th meeting of the High-level Group of Ministers (GoM) on COVID-19 was
held at Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi on 5 May. The meeting was held under the chairpersonship
of Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare.

59) Who launched the GARUD portal?
A.Civil Aviation Ministry
B.General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
C.Airports Authority of India
D.A&B

Answer D
Explanation Civil Aviation Ministry and the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) have
launched the Government Authorisation for Relief Using Drones (GARUD) portal.

60) Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) partnered with _______ for the largescale manufacturing of ventilators.
A.IIT-Roorkee
B.IIT-Kanpur
C.CSIR
D.DRDO

Answer B
Explanation Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL), a defence Public Sector Undertaking (PSU), has
signed an MoU NOCCA Robotics, an incubated start-up of the Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT), Kanpur for the large-scale manufacturing of ventilators.

61) Who is the Prime Minister of Portugal?
A.Antnio Costa
B.Mrio Centeno
C.Jos Scrates
D.Anbal Cavaco Silva
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Answer A
Explanation Antnio Lus Santos da Costa GCIH is a Portuguese lawyer and politician serving as
the 119th and current Prime Minister of Portugal since 26 November 2015, presiding over the
XXI and XXII Constitutional Governments.

62) Which state launched the Ayush Kavach app?
A.Andhra Pradesh
B.Bihar
C.Maharashtra
D.Uttar Pradesh

Answer D
Explanation Uttar Pradesh state government unveiled the Ayush Kavach app that will provide
health-related tips and information about ayurvedic medicines amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
The app was launched by the UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on 5 May.

63) Which is the capital of Portugal?
A.Porto
B.Faro
C.Lisbon
D.Lagos

Answer C
Explanation Lisbon is the capital and the largest city of Portugal, with an estimated population
of 505,526 within its administrative limits in an area of 100.05 km2. Lisbon's urban area extends
beyond the city's administrative limits with a population of around 2.8 million people, being the
10th-most populous urban area in the European Union.

64) Which mobile app aims to help people access prescriptions to strengthen
their resistance through the ancient mode of Yoga and Ayurveda of India?
A.PRAGYAM
B.Ayush Kavach
C.e-AYUSHMitr
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D.AYUSH-SARCOV

Answer B
Explanation Ayush Kavach mobile app will help people access prescriptions to strengthen their
resistance through the ancient mode of Yoga and Ayurveda of India. Uttar Pradesh state
government unveiled the Ayush Kavach app that will provide health-related tips and information
about ayurvedic medicines amid the COVID-19 pandemic. The app was launched by the UP
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on 5 May.

65) Who is the President of Portugal?
A.Anbal Cavaco Silva
B.Rui Rio
C.Marcelo Nuno Duarte Rebelo de Sousa
D.Pedro Passos Coelho

Answer C
Explanation Marcelo Nuno Duarte Rebelo de Sousa is a Portuguese politician, academic, and
journalist serving as the 20th and current President of Portugal, since 9 March 2016.

66) Which state government launched the Nigah Scheme?
A.Himachal Pradesh
B.Uttarakhand
C.Assam
D.Uttar Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation Himachal Pradesh State Government is to launch the "Nigah" Scheme to properly
sensitize and educate family members of people coming from other states so that social
distancing is effectively maintained. The announcement was made by Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur.

67) Which country shares a border with Portugal?
A.France
B.Andorra
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C.Spain
D.Luxembourg

Answer C
Explanation Portugal shares a border with Spain. It is the westernmost sovereign state of
mainland Europe, being bordered to the west and south by the Atlantic Ocean and to the north
and east by Spain.

68) When was the Himachal Pradesh state formed?
A.1948
B.1952
C.1963
D.1971

Answer D
Explanation The Himachal Pradesh state was formed on 25 January 1971.

69) Who launched Operation Samudra Setu?
A.Indian Army
B.Indian Navy
C.Indian Air Force
D.NITI Aayog

Answer B
Explanation Indian Navy launched Operation Samudra Setu, meaning Sea Bridge, as a part of a
national effort to repatriate Indian citizens from overseas. Indian Naval Ships (INS) Jalashwa and
Magar are presently enroute to the port of Mal, Republic of Maldives to commence evacuation
operations from 8 May 2020 as part of Phase-1.

70) Which is the Capital of Himachal Pradesh?
A.Shimla
B.Dispur
C.Itanagar
D.Dharamshala
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Answer A
Explanation Shimla, also known as Simla, is the capital and the largest city of the Indian state of
Himachal Pradesh. In 1864, Shimla was declared as the summer capital of British India,
succeeding Murree, northeast of Rawalpindi. After independence, the city became the capital of
Punjab and was later made the capital of Himachal Pradesh. It is the principal commercial,
cultural, and educational centre of the state.

71) When was the Indian Navy established?
A.1612
B.1653
C.1678
D.1714

Answer A
Explanation Indian Navy was established on 5 September 1612. The Indian Navy is the naval
branch of the Indian Armed Forces. The President of India is the Supreme Commander of the
Indian Navy.

72) What is the state bird of Himachal Pradesh?
A.Rose-ringed parakeet
B.Western tragopan
C.Great hornbill
D.House sparrow

Answer B
Explanation Western tragopan is the state bird of Himachal Pradesh.

73) Who is the Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Navy?
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.Vice President Venkiah Naidu
C.Prime Minister Narendra Modi
D.CNS Admiral Karambir Singh
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Answer A
Explanation The Supreme Commander of the Indian Armed Forces is vested in the President of
India, although effective executive power and responsibility for national defence reside with the
Cabinet of India headed by the prime minister. Hence, the Supreme Commander and Commanderin-Chief of the Indian Navy President Ram Nath Kovind.

74) As per CMIE data reports, India's unemployment rate climbed to
________.
A.13.92%
B.17.8%
C.23.4%
D.27.1%

Answer D
Explanation Centre for Monitoring of Indian Economy (CMIE) data stated that the
unemployment rate in India has climbed to a staggering 27.1% as of 3 May 2020. It also stated
that over 121.5 million Indian's were out of jobs in April due to the continuous nationwide
lockdown to contain COVID-19.

75) Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) partners with
________ to culture novel coronavirus in human lung epithelial cell.
A.My Labs Private Limited
B.Eyestem Research Private Limited
C.DRDO
D.SCTIMST

Answer B
Explanation Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad has partnered with
a Bengaluru-based company, Eyestem Research Private Limited, to take up research activities on
COVID-19. The collaboration aims to grow novel coronavirus in human cell lines, which will
enable in vitro testing of potential drugs and vaccines against the COVID-19.

76) Which country awarded Kim Jong Un a commemorative war medal to
recognize the North Korean leader's role in preserving the memory of the
country?
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A.Russia
B.China
C.Georgia
D.Kazakhstan

Answer A
Explanation Russian President Vladimir Putin awarded Kim Jong Un a commemorative war
medal to mark the 75th anniversary of the victory over Nazi Germany. The medal was awarded to
recognize the North Korean leader's role in preserving the memory of Soviet soldiers who died on
North Korean territory.

77) Who received the 2020 Young Career Award in Nano Science and
Technology?
A.Manohar Vartak
B.Pramod P. Wangikar
C.Saurabh Lodha
D.Naresh Patwari

Answer C
Explanation Professor Saurabh Lodha from Electrical Engineering, IIT Bombay, received the
Young Career Award in Nano Science & Technology for the year 2020. The award is instituted
by the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India. The award
recognized his contributions in the development of logic transistor technologies beyond silicon
and nanoelectronic devices based on two-dimensional Van der Waals materials.

78) Russia is to celebrate _________ anniversary of the victory over Nazi
Germany.
A.50th
B.60th
C.75th
D.82nd

Answer C
Explanation Russia is to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the victory over Nazi Germany. The

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 4 - May 10, 2020)

day celebrates the formal acceptance by the Allies of World War II of Nazi Germany's
unconditional surrender of its armed forces on Tuesday, 8 May 1945.

79) Who is the President of Russia?
A.Andrey Belousov
B.Vladimir Putin
C.Dmitry Medvedev
D.Vladimir Zhirinovsky

Answer B
Explanation Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin is a Russian politician and former intelligence officer
who has served as President of Russia since 2012, previously holding the position from 1999
until 2008.

80) Who took charge as the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) of Parliament in Delhi?
A.Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
B.Jagdambika Pal
C.Ram Kripal Yadav
D.Rahul Ramesh Shewale

Answer A
Explanation Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury took charge as Chairman of the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) of Parliament in Delhi on 6 May amid the COVID-19 lockdown. He
has been appointed as the Chairperson of the Committee for the term beginning on 1 May 2020
and ending on 30 April 2021.

81) Which of the following State formally launched Plasma therapy to treat
COVID-19 patients in the state?
A.Assam
B.Gujarat
C.Rajasthan
D.Tamil Nadu
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Answer C
Explanation Rajasthan State Health Minister Raghu Sharma formally launched COVID-19
treatment with plasma therapy at the city's SMS Medical College through video conferencing on
6 May.

82) How many members from the lower house are there in the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) of Parliament?
A.7
B.10
C.12
D.15

Answer D
Explanation PAC has 15 members from the lower house and 7 members from Rajya Sabha. Lok
Sabha members in the committee from BJP include Jayant Sinha, Ajay (Teni) Misra, Darshana
Vikram Jardosh, Subhash Chandra Baheria, Sudheer Gupta, Satya Pal Singh, Vishnu Dayal Ram,
Jagdambika Pal and Ram Kripal Yadav The members from other parties include T R Baalu,
Rahul Ramesh Shewale, Rajiv Ranjan Singh, Balashowry Vallabbhaneni and Bhartruhari
Mahtab.

83) Karnataka announced ________ package for farmers, construction
workers, weavers, auto, and taxi drivers.
A.Rs.1,230 crore
B.Rs.1,610 crore
C.Rs.2,456 crore
D.Rs.2,819 crore

Answer B
Explanation Karnataka announced Rs.1,610 crore package for farmers, construction workers,
weavers, auto and taxi drivers.

84) How many members from Rajya Sabha are there in the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) of Parliament?
A.7
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B.10
C.12
D.15

Answer A
Explanation PAC has 15 members from the lower house and 7 members from Rajya Sabha. The
members from Rajya Sabha to the PAC are Rajeev Chandrasekhar, C M Ramesh, Naresh Gujral,
Sukhendu Sekhar Roy, and Bhupender Yadav. Two seats are kept vacant.

85) Who hosted the Coronavirus Global Response International pledging
conference?
A.UN and its partners
B.WHO
C.EU and its partners
D.AU and its partners

Answer C
Explanation Coronavirus Global Response International pledging conference was held virtually
on 5 May. The conference began on 4 May and expected to end on 23 May. Around 40 countries
participated in the online summit. The conference was hosted by the European Union (EU) and
its partners.

86) Who is the President of Iran?
A.Ali Khamenei
B.Hassan Rouhani
C.Eshaq Jahangiri
D.Ebrahim Raisi

Answer B
Explanation Hassan Rouhani is an Iranian politician serving as the current and seventh President
of Iran since 3 August 2013. He was also a lawyer, academic, former diplomat and Islamic cleric.

87) Which is the new feature of Aarogya Setu?
A.Aarogya Setu TMS
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B.Aarogya Setu RTIS
C.Aarogya Setu NTGS
D.Aarogya Setu IVRS

Answer D
Explanation Aarogya Setu Interactive Voice Response System (IVRS) the feature has been
implemented in the Aarogya Setu mobile application. The new feature of the app aims to include
the citizens with feature phones and landlines under the protection of Aarogya Setu. The service
is available across the country.

88) Coronavirus Global Response International pledging conference was
aimed to raise ________ in initial funding in global cooperation.
A.3.5 billion
B.5 billion
C.6.3 billion
D.7.5 billion

Answer D
Explanation Coronavirus Global Response International pledging conference was aimed to raise
7.5 billion in initial funding in global cooperation. Around 40 countries participated in the online
summit. The conference was hosted by the European Union (EU) and its partners.

89) What is the official language of Iran?
A.Urdu
B.Arabic
C.Persian
D.Aramaic

Answer C
Explanation Persian is the official language of Iran.

90) When is World Athletics Day celebrated?
A.12 April
B.17 April
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C.7 May
D.10 May

Answer C
Explanation World Athletics Day is celebrated on 7 May. The date of observation is subject to
change as the International Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF) decides the date every year, but
the month remains the same which is May. The day aims to boost participation in athletics among
youngsters.

91) Iran does not border with ________.
A.Azerbaijan
B.Oman, Turkey
C.Egypt
D.Iraq

Answer C
Explanation Iran is bordered to the northwest by Armenia and Azerbaijan, to the north by the
Caspian Sea, to the northeast by Turkmenistan, to the east by Afghanistan and Pakistan, to the
south by the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman, and to the west by Turkey and Iraq.

92) When is the Vesak day observed?
A.3 May
B.5 May
C.7 May
D.9 May

Answer C
Explanation 'Vesak', the Day of the Full Moon is observed in the month of May by the United
Nations on 7 May 2020. The day commemorates the birth, enlightenment, and Death of Lord
Buddha, the founder of Buddhism, all of which is said to have taken place on the same day.
Vesak is the most sacred day for Buddhists around the world.

93) World Athletics Day was celebrated for the first time in _______.
A.1980
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B.1985
C.1991
D.1996

Answer D
Explanation World Athletics Day was celebrated for the first time in the year 1996. The
observation of the day was initiated by Primo Nebiolo, the then-president of IAAF. Several
competitions take place on the day with the most common types are track and field, road running,
race walking and cross country running, etc.

94) Vesak is the most sacred day for _______ around the world.
A.Christians
B.Buddhists
C.Hindus
D.Muslims

Answer B
Explanation 'Vesak', the Day of the Full Moon is observed in the month of May by the United
Nations on 7 May 2020. The day commemorates the birth, enlightenment, and Death of Lord
Buddha, the founder of Buddhism, all of which is said to have taken place on the same day.
Vesak is the most sacred day for Buddhists around the world.

95) Who initiated the observation of World Athletics Day?
A.Sigfrid Edstrm
B.Lamine Diack
C.Adriaan Paulen
D.Primo Nebiolo

Answer D
Explanation World Athletics Day was celebrated for the first time in the year 1996. The
observation of the day was initiated by Primo Nebiolo, the then-president of IAAF. Several
competitions take place on the day with the most common types are track and field, road running,
race walking and cross country running, etc.

96) When is Buddha Purnima celebrated in 2020?
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A.14 April
B.7 May
C.21 May
D.8 June

Answer B
Explanation The birth anniversary of Gautam Buddha is celebrated as Buddha Purnima or
Buddha Jayanti across the world. According to the Hindu calendar, the day falls on a full moon
day in the month of Vaisakh (April/May). In 2020, the Buddha Purnima is celebrated on 7 May.

97) When was the International Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF) formed?
A.1887
B.1898
C.1905
D.1912

Answer D
Explanation World Athletics was formerly known as the International Amateur Athletic
Federation. It was formed on 17 July 1912. The headquarters is located in Stockholm, Sweden. It
governs the sport of athletics, covering track and field, road running, racewalking, mountain
running and ultrarunning, and cross country running.

98) When did the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) internationally
recognize the Day of Vesak?
A.1985
B.1989
C.1992
D.1999

Answer D
Explanation In 1999, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) internationally recognized
the Day of Vesak. The day was aimed to acknowledge the contribution that Buddhism made to
humanity. The day commemorates the birth, enlightenment, and Death (or Parinirvana) of Lord
Buddha, the founder of Buddhism, all of which is said to have taken place on the same day.
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99) Where is the headquarters of World Athletics located?
A.Sweden
B.Austria
C.UK
D.Australia

Answer A
Explanation World Athletics was formerly known as the International Amateur Athletic
Federation. It was formed on 17 July 1912. The headquarters is located in Stockholm, Sweden. It
governs the sport of athletics, covering track and field, road running, racewalking, mountain
running and ultrarunning, and cross country running.

100) Who released the Lost At Home report?
A.WHO
B.UNESCO
C.UNICEF
D.UNDP

Answer C
Explanation UNICEF released a report titled "Lost At Home" on 5 May. The report highlighted
the risks and challenges of internally displaced children and the need to protect them.

101) World Athletics was formerly called ________.
A.World Sports Federation
B.International Sports Federation
C.UEFA
D.IAAF

Answer D
Explanation World Athletics was formerly known as the International Amateur Athletic
Federation (IAAF). It was formed on 17 July 1912. The headquarters is located in Stockholm,
Sweden. It governs the sport of athletics, covering track and field, road running, racewalking,
mountain running and ultrarunning, and cross country running.
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102) As per the Lost At Home report, the three major countries that reported
more than half of persons displaced due to conflict and violence children are
_________.
A.Syria, Cuba, Iran
B.Syria, Iran, Somalia
C.Syria, Congo, Yemen
D.Syria, Iraq, Oman

Answer C
Explanation UNICEF released a report titled "Lost At Home" on 5 May. The report highlighted
the risks and challenges of internally displaced children and the need to protect them. The three
major countries that reported more than half of persons displaced due to conflict and violence
children are Syria, Congo, and Yemen.

103) _________ develops nanomaterials with energy storage application and
optical sensors for water pollution control.
A.SCTIMST
B.INSPIRE
C.CSIR
D.Genrich Pvt. Ltd.

Answer B
Explanation A team from INSPIRE, under the Department of Science & Technology (DST),
Government of India, develops nanomaterials based supercapacitors to achieve high energy
density and power density of supercapacitors.

104) Which country's Supreme Court allowed that country's government to
conduct elections in the Gilgit-Baltistan region?
A.Afghanistan
B.Pakistan
C.Bangladesh
D.Nepal

Answer B
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Explanation The IMD's move comes just days after Pakistan's Supreme Court allowed that
country's government to conduct elections in the Gilgit-Baltistan region. In response, India told
Pakistan that it has no locus standi in Gilgit-Baltistan and asked Islamabad to vacate PoK, which
is an integral part of India. It was clearly conveyed that the entire UT of J&K and Ladakh,
including the areas of Gilgit and Baltistan, are an integral part of India by virtue of its fully legal
and irrevocable accession.

105) _________ launched DekhoApnaDesh logo design contest amid lockdown.
A.Ministry of Culture
B.Ministry of Environment
C.Ministry of Tourism
D.Ministry of Home Affairs

Answer C
Explanation The Ministry of Tourism launched the 'DekhoApnaDesh' logo design contest on the
MyGov platform. The objective of this contest is to have a logo for the DekhoApnaDesh
campaign coming out of the creative ideas of the citizens of the country.

106) When was the Soil Health Card Scheme launched?
A.2012
B.2015
C.2016
D.2018

Answer B
Explanation Soil Health Card Scheme is a scheme launched by the Government of India on 19
February 2015. Under the scheme, the government plans to issue soil cards to farmers which will
carry crop-wise recommendations of nutrients and fertilizers required for the individual farms to
help farmers to improve productivity through judicious use of inputs.

107) Which country changes its currency with a new currency to tackle
inflation?
A.Afghanistan
B.Pakistan
C.Russia
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D.Iran

Answer D
Explanation The Iranian Parliament has announced the decision to replace its currency "Rial"
with another basic unit of currency called the "Toman." Each toman will be worth 10,000 rials
under the new system. The move aims to ease the psychological impact of soaring consumer
prices on a population that has endured high inflation for decades and grappled the number of
zeros in government figures.

108) Who launched the Soil Health Card Scheme?
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.Vice President Venkiah Naidu
C.Prime Minister Narendra Modi
D.Minister of Agriculture Narendra Singh Tomar

Answer C
Explanation Soil Health Card Scheme is a scheme launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on 19 February 2015. Under the scheme, the government plans to issue soil cards to farmers
which will carry crop-wise recommendations of nutrients and fertilizers required for the
individual farms to help farmers to improve productivity through judicious use of inputs.

109) When did Iran change its basic monetary unit from dinar to the rial?
A.1923
B.1930
C.1942
D.1956

Answer B
Explanation In 1930, Iran changed its basic monetary unit from dinar to the rial. The change was
a part of the modernization of the economy undertaken by the Pahlavi dynasty, which was
overthrown by the revolution in 1979.

110) The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has started to include
_________ in its meteorological sub-division of Jammu & Kashmir.
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A.Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh
B.Gilgit-Baltistan
C.Muzaffarabad
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has started to include Jammu &
Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit-Baltistan, and Muzaffarabad in its meteorological sub-division of
Jammu & Kashmir. The daily region-wise forecasts are for the entire sub-division, and not for
any specific areas within. The first such forecast for Gilgit was uploaded on 6 May.

111) In how many languages were the ICAR advisories to the Fisheries sector
released?
A.5
B.7
C.12
D.18

Answer C
Explanation The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), Department of Agriculture
Research and Education (DARE), Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Government of
India, released Advisories to the Fisheries sector in 12 languages.

112) Under ________, one of the largest evacuation exercises, the Indians
stranded abroad due to the coronavirus pandemic will be brought back to
India.
A.Vande Bharat Mission
B.Raahat
C.Maitri
D.Safe Homecoming

Answer A
Explanation The Government of India is to conduct one of the largest evacuation exercises
named the Vande Bharat Mission with an aim to bring Indians stranded abroad due to the
coronavirus pandemic.
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113) Which gas was leaked in the Visakhapatnam Gas Leak Incident 2020?
A.Ammonia
B.Methyl isocyanate
C.Styrene
D.Phosgene

Answer C
Explanation The incident of Styrene gas leakage occurred in a chemical plant LG Polymers
industry in the early hours at 3 am in RR Venkatapuram village, Gopalapatnam Mandal in
Visakhapatnam District, Andhra Pradesh on 7 May.

114) Who released the advisories to the Fisheries sector?
A.ICAR
B.CSIR
C.WHO
D.IMD

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), Department of Agriculture
Research and Education (DARE), Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Government of
India, released Advisories to the Fisheries sector in 12 languages.

115) When did the Bhopal gas tragedy happen?
A.1960
B.1968
C.1976
D.1984

Answer D
Explanation In 1984, at least 3,787 died in the gas leak incident at the Union Carbide India
Limited (UCIL) pesticide plant in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.

116) _______ certified the Indian Navy designed and produced Personal
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Protective Equipment (PPE).
A.ICMR
B.DRDO
C.CSIR
D.INMAS

Answer D
Explanation Indian Navy recently designed and produced Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).
The PPE was tested and approved by the Institute of Nuclear Medicine and Allied Sciences
(INMAS), Delhi which is a DRDO organization tasked with the testing and certification of PPE.
It is certified to be mass-produced and used in clinical COVID-19 situations.

117) Where is Nashik located?
A.Maharashtra
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Chhattisgarh
D.Telangana

Answer A
Explanation Nashik is an ancient holy city in Maharashtra, a state in western India. Its known for
its links to the Ramayana epic poem. On the Godavari River is Panchavati, a temple complex.

118) When was the United Nations established?
A.1945
B.1952
C.1961
D.1973

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations is an intergovernmental organization that aims to maintain
international peace and security, develop friendly relations among nations, achieve international
cooperation, and be a center for harmonizing the actions of nations. It was established on 24
October 1945 at San Francisco, California, United States. It is headquartered at New York,
United States.
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119) ________ is the DRDO organization tasked with the testing and
certification of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).
A.High Materials Research Laboratory (HEMRL)
B.Institute of Nuclear Medicines & Allied Sciences (INMAS)
C.Defence Institute of Bio-Energy Research (DIBER)
D.Naval Science & Technological Laboratory (NSTL)

Answer B
Explanation Institute of Nuclear Medicines & Allied Sciences (INMAS), is the DRDO
organization tasked with the testing and certification of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).

120) Who launched Smartphone App MahaKavach to fight COVID-19?
A.Pune Municipal Corporation (PMC)
B.Bengaluru Municipal Corporation (BMC)
C.Nashik Municipal Corporation (NMC)
D.Chennai Municipal Corporation (CMC)

Answer C
Explanation Smart City Nashik takes several measures and initiatives to fight COVID-19. The
measures taken by the Nashik Municipal Corporation (NMC) launched the mobile application
MahaKavach. The app is a real-time digital contact tracing mobile application. It enables citizens
to contribute and assist the health authorities in contact tracing, geo-fencing, and tracking of
quarantined COVID-19 patients.

121) When was Institute of Nuclear Medicines & Allied Sciences (INMAS)
established?
A.1953
B.1958
C.1961
D.1967

Answer C
Explanation Institute of Nuclear Medicine & Allied Sciences (INMAS) is a laboratory of the
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) located in New Delhi. It was
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established in 1961.

122) When is the World Thalassaemia Day observed?
A.2 May
B.4 May
C.6 May
D.8 May

Answer D
Explanation World Thalassaemia Day is observed on 8 May globally. The day aims to create
awareness about thalassemia, its prevention, and measures to avoid its transmission among
people throughout the world.

123) Who launched AYUSH Sanjivani App?
A.Harsh Vardhan
B.Piyush Goyal
C.Rao Inderjit Singh
D.Pramod Sawant

Answer A
Explanation Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Health & Family Welfare Minister launched the mobile
application 'AYUSH Sanjivani' App and two AYUSH based studies related to COVID-19
situation. The app was developed by the Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha, and Homoeopathy (AYUSH) and Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
(MEITY).

124) What is the theme of 2020 World Thalassaemia Day?
A.The dawning of a new era for thalassemia: Time for a global effort to make novel therapies
accessible and affordable to patients
B.Universal access to quality thalassaemia healthcare services: Building bridges with and for
patients
C.Thalassaemia past, present and future: Documenting progress and patients' needs worldwide
D.Get connected! Share knowledge and experience and fight for a better tomorrow in
thalassaemia
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Answer A
Explanation The theme for 2020 World Thalassaemia Day is "The dawning of a new era for
thalassemia: Time for a global effort to make novel therapies accessible and affordable to
patients."

125) AYUSH Sanjivani App was developed by ________.
A.Ministry of AYUSH
B.Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
C.Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
D.A&B

Answer D
Explanation Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Health & Family Welfare Minister launched the mobile
application 'AYUSH Sanjivani' App and two AYUSH based studies related to COVID-19
situation. The app was developed by the Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha, and Homoeopathy (AYUSH) and Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
(MEITY).

126) When was the first World Thalassaemia Day observed?
A.1985
B.1989
C.1994
D.1999

Answer C
Explanation World Thalassaemia Day has been observed since 1994. Also, the Thalassaemia
International Federation (TIF) organizes many diverse activities for the International
Thalassaemia Day. The objective to draw the attention of the general public, patient associations,
public authorities, healthcare professionals, and industry representatives, to fuel discussions and
promote actions on a particular theme related to the prevention, management, or treatment of the
disease in a patient-centered manner.

127) Which state passed ordinance to suspend most labour laws for 3 years?
A.Madhya Pradesh
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B.Maharashtra
C.Uttar Pradesh
D.Telangana

Answer C
Explanation Uttar Pradesh State government passed an ordinance "Uttar Pradesh Temporary
Exemption from Certain Labour Laws Ordinance, 2020' to suspend labour laws for the next three
years. The move is aimed to boost industrial investment and employ the large number of migrant
workers that have come back to their native villages in the state. The Ordinance has been sent to
Governor Anandiben Patel for assent.

128) Whose assent is required for an ordinance to become a law in a state?
A.President of India
B.Prime Minister of India
C.Governor of the State
D.Chief Minister of the State

Answer C
Explanation An ordinance needs the assent of the Governor of the State to become a law in the
state. If the Governor, as the case may be, withholds his assent, the Bill fails to become law.

129) Coir Board signed MoU with ________ for setting up Centre of
Excellence for coir applications.
A.IIT-Madras
B.IIT-Roorkee
C.IIT-Kanpur
D.IIT-Ahmedabad

Answer A
Explanation Coir Board signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Indian
Institute of Technology- Madras (IIT-Madras) on 7 May. The aim was to establish a Centre of
Excellence (CoE) for the application of Coir exclusively or in combination with other natural
fibres.

130) Who is the governor of Uttar Pradesh?
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A.Vijay Rupani
B.Ram Naik
C.Anandiben Patel
D.Tamilisai Soundararajan

Answer C
Explanation Anandiben Patel is an Indian politician serving as the current Governor of Uttar
Pradesh. She has served as the former Chief Minister of Gujarat. She was the first female chief
minister of the state. She was a member of the Bharatiya Janata Party since 1987.

131) Who is the National Goodwill Ambassador United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP)?
A.Dia Mirza
B.Ameesha Patel
C.Lara Dutta
D.Priyanka Chopra

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) extended environmentalist
and actor-producer Dia Mirza's term as its National Goodwill Ambassador for another two years
till the end of 2022. Dia is also a United Nations Sustainable Development Goals Advocate.

132) The Uttar Pradesh Temporary Exemption from Certain Labour Laws
Ordinance, 2020, suspend most labour laws for _______ years.
A.2
B.3
C.4
D.5

Answer B
Explanation Uttar Pradesh State government passed an ordinance "Uttar Pradesh Temporary
Exemption from Certain Labour Laws Ordinance, 2020' to suspend labour laws for the next three
years. The move is aimed to boost industrial investment and employ the large number of migrant
workers that have come back to their native villages in the state. The Ordinance has been sent to
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Governor Anandiben Patel for assent.

133) UNEP extended environmentalist and actor-producer Dia Mirza's term
as its National Goodwill Ambassador till _______.
A.2 years
B.3 years
C.4 years
D.5 years

Answer B
Explanation The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) extended environmentalist
and actor-producer Dia Mirza's term as its National Goodwill Ambassador for another two years
till the end of 2022. Dia is also a United Nations Sustainable Development Goals Advocate.

134) When is the World Red Cross day observed?
A.8 May
B.14 June
C.25 June
D.12 July

Answer A
Explanation World Red Cross day is observed on 8 May. The day aims to celebrate the
principles of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. On this day, people pay
tributes to the Red Cross volunteers for their contribution to helping those in need. The day
creates awareness about the need for life protection in some drastic conditions.

135) United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) was established on
_________.
A.1965
B.1972
C.1976
D.1982

Answer B
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Explanation United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) was established on 5 June 1972.
It is headquartered at Nairobi, Kenya. It is responsible to coordinate the UN's environmental
activities. It also assists developing countries in implementing environmentally sound policies
and practices.

136) The World Red Cross is observed on the birth anniversary of _________.
A.Gustave Moynier
B.Guillaume Henri Dufour
C.Frdric Passy
D.Henry Dunant

Answer D
Explanation The World Red Cross is observed on the birth anniversary of Henry Dunant, who
was the founder of the International Committee of the Red Cross. Red Cross Society aims to
inspire, initiate, and encourage all kinds of humanitarian activities under all times and
circumstances.

137) Where is the headquarters of the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) located?
A.Nairobi
B.Rome
C.Moscow
D.Paris

Answer A
Explanation United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) was established on 5 June 1972.
It is headquartered at Nairobi, Kenya. It is responsible to coordinate the UN's environmental
activities. It also assists developing countries in implementing environmentally sound policies
and practices.

138) When was the Red Cross Society formed?
A.1863
B.1885
C.1906
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D.1915

Answer A
Explanation Red Cross Society, former International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement,
was established on 9 February 1863 in Geneva, Switzerland. The mission is to encourage and
initiate at all times and all forms of humanitarian activities so that human suffering can be
minimized and to create a peaceful environment.

139) National Council for Science & Technology Communication (NCSTC)
partnered with ________ to organize a Citizen's Science Webinar Series on
"Science Communication in the Time of COVID-19."
A.Nagpur Council of Science & Technology
B.Pune Council of Science & Technology
C.Gujarat Council of Science & Technology
D.Karnataka Council of Science & Technology

Answer C
Explanation The National Council for Science & Technology Communication (NCSTC) in
association with the Gujarat Council of Science & Technology (GUJCOST) has announced to
organize a Citizens Science Webinar Series on "Science Communication in the Time of
COVID-19." The webinar has been scheduled to be held from 10-16 May 2020 everyday between
10-11 am. The webinar would be accessible online through the internet.

140) When was Indian Red Cross Society formed?
A.1909
B.1920
C.1925
D.1934

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Red Cross Society (IRCS) is a voluntary humanitarian organization to
protect human life and health based in India. It was established in 1920. It is a part of the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, and so shares the Fundamental Principles
of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.
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141) The Time of remembrance and reconciliation for those who lost their
lives during the Second World War is observed on ________.
A.3-4 April
B.20-21 April
C.8-9 May
D.12-13 May

Answer C
Explanation The Time of remembrance and reconciliation for those who lost their lives during
the Second World War is observed on 8-9 May every year. On this day people across the world
and many authority bodies including UNGA, pay tribute to all victims of World War-II (WWII).

142) When was the time of remembrance and reconciliation designated by the
UN General Assembly (UNGA) by resolution 59/26?
A.1963
B.1974
C.1996
D.2004

Answer D
Explanation The time of remembrance and reconciliation was designated by the UN General
Assembly (UNGA) by resolution 59/26 of 22 November 2004.

143) When was the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank established?
A.2013
B.2014
C.2015
D.2016

Answer D
Explanation Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) was established on 16 January 2016.
AIIB is a multilateral development bank that aims to support the building of infrastructure in the
Indo-Pacific region. The bank currently has 78 members as well as 24 prospective members from
around the world.
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144) Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated the road link from
Dharchula in Uttarakhand to Lipulekh in ________ Border.
A.Nepal
B.Pakistan
C.China
D.Bangladesh

Answer C
Explanation Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated the road link from Dharchula
(Uttarakhand) to Lipulekh (China Border) on 8 May. He flagged off a convoy of vehicles from
Pithoragarh to Gunji through video conferencing. The road link was constructed by Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) engineers and personnel.

145) GoI and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) signed an
agreement for a _______ "COVID-19 Emergency Response and Health
Systems Preparedness Project."
A.$100 million
B.$200 million
C.$500 million
D.$750 million

Answer C
Explanation The Government of India and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)
signed an agreement for a $500 million "COVID-19 Emergency Response and Health Systems
Preparedness Project" on 8 May. The agreement will help India to respond to the COVID-19
pandemic and strengthen its public health preparedness.

146) How many members are there in the Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank (AIIB)?
A.56
B.78
C.90
D.116

Answer B
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Explanation The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a multilateral development
bank that aims to support the building of infrastructure in the Indo-Pacific region. The bank
currently has 78 members as well as 24 prospective members from around the world.

147) Scientists recently found a seasonal advancement in _______ type glaciers
in the Karakoram Range of Ladakh through a detailed assessment of some
major surging glaciers of the Karakoram range using satellite images and
thermal data.
A.Sheets
B.Piedmont
C.Surge
D.Stream

Answer C
Explanation Scientists from Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG), Dehradun have
found a seasonal advancement in 220 surge-type glaciers in the Karakoram Range of Ladakh
through a detailed assessment of some major surging glaciers of the Karakoram range using
satellite images and thermal data.

148) Who awarded Startup India-Animal Husbandry Grand Challenge
winners?
A.Ram Vilas Paswan
B.Giriraj Singh
C.Radhakrishnan
D.K.T. Rajenthra Balaji

Answer B
Explanation Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Giriraj Singh
awarded the winners of "Startup India-Animal Husbandry Grand Challenge" on 8 May. The
Animal Husbandry Startup Grand Challenge was launched by the Department of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying, in partnership with Startup India.

149) Which country launched the Long March-5B, the country's most
powerful rocket into orbit on 5 May?
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A.Russia
B.China
C.N.Korea
D.Israel

Answer B
Explanation China successfully launched its most powerful rocket "Long March-5B" on its
maiden voyage into orbit on 5 May. The rocket was blasted off from the Wenchang Space
Launch Center in Hainan, China.

150) When was the Animal Husbandry Startup Grand Challenge launched?
A.2014
B.2015
C.2017
D.2019

Answer D
Explanation Animal Husbandry Startup Grand Challenge was launched by the Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi on 11 September 2019 at a national animal disease control programme in
Mathura.

151) Who assumed office as the Prime Minister of Iraq?
A.Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi
B.Izzat Shabandar
C.Nouri alMaliki
D.Mustafa al-Kadhimi

Answer D
Explanation Iraq's new Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi assumed office on 6 MAy after the
country's parliament approved a new government. The approval came after around 6 months of
political wrangling. Mustafa replaced Adel Abdul Mahdi.

152) Who launched the Animal Husbandry Startup Grand Challenge?
A.Prime Minister Man Mohan Singh
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B.Prime Minister Narendra Modi
C.Union Minister Sanjeev Kumar Balyan
D.Union Minister of State Pratap Chandra Sarangi

Answer B
Explanation Animal Husbandry Startup Grand Challenge was launched by the Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi on 11 September 2019 at a national animal disease control programme in
Mathura.

153) Who is the President of Iraq?
A.Barham Salih
B.Mohamed alHalbousi
C.Jalal Talabani
D.Nouri alMaliki

Answer A
Explanation Barham Salih is the eighth and current President of Iraq. He is the former Prime
Minister of the Kurdistan Region and a former deputy prime minister of the Iraqi federal
government.

154) _________ approved a project towards the development of human
monoclonal antibodies (hmAbs) that can neutralize SARS-CoV-2 in
coronavirus infected patients.
A.DRDO
B.CSIR
C.ICMR
D.WHO

Answer A
Explanation CSIR through the New Millennium Indian Technology Leadership Initiative
(NMITLI) program approved a project towards the development of human monoclonal antibodies
(hmAbs) that can neutralize SARS-CoV-2 in coronavirus infected patients.

155) Which is the capital of Iraq?
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A.Baghdad
B.Islamabad
C.Kabul
D.Tehran

Answer A
Explanation Baghdad is the capital of Iraq and the second-largest city in the Arab world after
Cairo. Located along the Tigris River, the city was founded in the 8th century and became the
capital of the Abbasid Caliphate. Within a short time of its inception, Baghdad evolved into a
significant cultural, commercial, and intellectual center of the Muslim world.

156) New Millennium Indian Technology Leadership Initiative (NMITLI)
program is an initiative of ________.
A.DRDO
B.CSIR
C.ICMR
D.SCTIMST

Answer B
Explanation The New Millennium Indian Technology Leadership Initiative (NMITLI) program
is a flagship program of CSIR. The NMITLI focus is to provide a pipeline of cutting edge Indian
innovation for conventional technology financing bodies as against the 'usual safe bets.

157) Ministry of Defence (MoD) signed a contract with ________ for
Modernisation of AirField Infrastructure (MAFI).
A.Tata Power SED
B.Tangedco
C.CIL
D.Essar

Answer A
Explanation Ministry of Defence (MoD) signed a contract with M/s Tata Power SED (TPSED)
for the Modernisation of AirField Infrastructure (MAFI) of 37 airfields for the Indian Air
Force(IAF), Indian Navy (IN) and Indian Coast Guard (ICG) on 8 May. The cost of the contract
is worth around Rs.1,200 crore. The proposal regarding the contract was approved by the Defence
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Minister Rajnath Singh. The contract will boost the domestic industry amid the COVID-19
situation.

158) Ministry of Tourism organized ________ webinar titled Goa-Crucible of
Culture under Dekho Apna Desh series on 7 May.
A.11th
B.13th
C.16th
D.19th

Answer C
Explanation Ministry of Tourism, Government of India organized the16th webinar titled "GoaCrucible of Culture" under the Dekho Apna Desh series on 7 May 2020. The webinar presented
the 'lesser-known' or 'unknown' travel experiences that India's most popular tourist destination
'Goa' offers.

159) Which country does not share a border with Iraq?
A.Cyprus
B.Syria
C.Jordan
D.Saudi Arabia

Answer A
Explanation Iraq does not share border with Cyprus. Iraq is bordered to the north by Turkey, to
the east by Iran, to the west by Syria and Jordan, and to the south by Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.

160) The United Nations and its partner agencies launched a _________ global
appeal to fight the COVID-19 pandemic.
A.$3.4 billion
B.$4.5 billion
C.$5.3 billion
D.$6.7 billion

Answer D
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Explanation The United Nations and its partner agencies launched a $6.7 billion global appeal to
fight the COVID-19 pandemic. It will focus on more vulnerable countries and combating food
insecurity and gender-based violence.

161) When is the World Bird Day observed?
A.1 May
B.9 May
C.12 May
D.18 May

Answer B
Explanation World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is observed on 9 May in the year 2020. The
day is globally observed on the second Saturday of May month. The day aims to bring attention
to the threats faced by migratory birds, their ecological importance. It also aims to raise
awareness about the increasing need for international cooperation to conserve them.

162) When was the Battle of Haldighati fought?
A.1543
B.1576
C.1583
D.1604

Answer B
Explanation Battle of Haldighati was fought on 18 June 1576. It was fought between the forces
Maharana Pratap; and the Mughal emperor Akbar's forces which was led by Man Singh I of
Amber. The Mughals won the battle but failed to capture Pratap, who escaped.

163) ________ approved eight labs for testing prototype samples of PPE
coveralls.
A.NABL
B.DRDO
C.ICMR
D.CSIR
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Answer A
Explanation National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories (NABL)
approved 8 laboratories. These labs are now testing prototype samples of Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) coveralls required for protection from coronavirus.

164) Who won the Battle of Haldighati?
A.Maharana Pratap
B.Ashoka
C.Muhammad bin Tughluq
D.Alauddin Khalji

Answer A
Explanation Battle of Haldighati was fought on 18 June 1576. It was fought between the forces
Maharana Pratap; and the Mughal emperor Akbar's forces which was led by Man Singh I of
Amber. The Mughals won the battle but failed to capture Pratap, who escaped.

165) World Migratory Bird Day is generally observed on ________ of May
month.
A.first Saturday
B.first Sunday
C.second Saturday
D.second Sunday

Answer A
Explanation World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is observed on 9 May in the year 2020. The
day is globally observed on the second Saturday of May month. The day aims to bring attention
to the threats faced by migratory birds, their ecological importance. It also aims to raise
awareness about the increasing need for international cooperation to conserve them.

166) Under SBI's 'SBI Wecare Deposit', an additional _______ bps premium
will be payable for senior citizen's retail term deposits with Five Years and
above tenure only.
A.15
B.20
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C.30
D.50

Answer C
Explanation To safeguard the interests of senior citizens, the bank has introduced a new product
'SBI Wecare Deposit' in the retail term deposit segment. Under the new product, an additional 30
bps premium will be payable for senior citizen's retail term deposits with Five Years and above
tenure only. This scheme would be open until 30 September 2020.

167) _______ has launched an antimicrobial and washable face mask that can
be reused up to 50 launderings.
A.Nanosafe Solutions
B.My Labs Pvt. ltd.
C.SreePVF
D.Wellcome Trust

Answer A
Explanation IIT-Delhi startup named Nanosafe Solutions has launched an antimicrobial and
washable face mask that can be reused up to 50 launderings. The move comes with the increasing
demand for face masks to contain transmission of coronavirus.

168) TRIFED under the MinisTRIFED under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs
signed an MoU with _______ to help the needy tribes India artisans amid
COVID-19 pandemic.try of Tribal Affairs signed an MoU with _______ to
help the needy tribes India artisans amid COVID-19 pandemic.
A.Isha Foundation
B.Art Of Living Foundation
C.Brahma Kumaris
D.International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Answer B
Explanation Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) under
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Art Of
Living Foundation (AOL) to help the needy tribes India artisans amid COVID-19 pandemic.
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169) When is the Birth Anniversary of Maharana Pratap Singh I?
A.4 May
B.6 May
C.9 May
D.13 May

Answer C
Explanation The Birth Anniversary of Maharana Pratap Singh I is celebrated on 9 May. The
Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tributes to Maharana Pratap on his Jayanti.

170) What is the theme of 2020 World Migratory Bird Day?
A.Birds Connect Our World
B.Protect Birds: Be the Solution to Plastic Pollution
C.Unifying our Voices for Bird Conservation
D.Their Future is our Future A Healthy Planet for Migratory Birds and People

Answer A
Explanation The theme of the 2020 World Migratory Bird Day is "Birds Connect Our World."
The theme highlights the importance of conserving and restoring the ecological connectivity and
integrity of ecosystems that support the natural movements of migratory birds and that are
essential for their survival and well-being.

171) SBI reduces benchmark lending rate by ________ basis points with effect
from 10 May.
A.5
B.10
C.15
D.20

Answer C
Explanation State Bank of India slashed the benchmark lending rate by 15 basis points (bps).
With the newly announced cut, the MCLR (Marginal Cost of Funds based Lending Rate) reduced
to 7.25%, from 7.40% with effect from 10 of May
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172) The Drug Controller General of India (DGCI) approved the clinical trials
of the drugs _________ for the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR).
A.phytopharmaceutical
B.favipiravir
C.remdesivir
D.A&B

Answer D
Explanation The Drug Controller General of India (DGCI) approved the clinical trials of the
drugs namely, phytopharmaceutical and favipiravir for the Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR).

173) ________ released a commemorative postage stamp on 9 May to
commemorate the 40th anniversary of the eradication of smallpox.
A.WHO
B.UNDP
C.UN's postal agency
D.A&C

Answer D
Explanation The World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN's postal agency have released a
commemorative postage stamp on 9 May to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the eradication
of smallpox.

174) Phytopharmaceutical is a medicine extracted from _______.
A.fish
B.pangolins
C.plants
D.oil

Answer C
Explanation Phytopharmaceutical is a herbal medicine extracted from plants.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 4 - May 10, 2020)

175) When was WHO's smallpox eradication campaign was launched?
A.1953
B.1967
C.1978
D.1984

Answer B
Explanation WHO's smallpox eradication campaign was launched in 1967. WHO raised
awareness about smallpox across the world through postage stamps.

176) Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and Managing Director _________ of
Wipro Limited has decided to step down.
A.Abidali Z Neemuchwala
B.Rajesh Kumar
C.Karthick Reddy
D.Prakash Gupta

Answer A
Explanation Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and Managing Director Abidali Z Neemuchwala of
Wipro Limited has decided to step down due to family commitments. Neemuchwala will
continue to hold the office of CEO and Managing Director until a successor is appointed for a
smooth transition and to ensure that business continues as usual.

177) When did WHO issue its official declaration that the world and all its
peoples have won freedom from smallpox?
A.1967
B.1973
C.1980
D.1986

Answer A
Explanation WHO's smallpox eradication campaign was launched in 1967. WHO raised
awareness about smallpox across the world through postage stamps. In May 1980, the 33rd
World Health Assembly issued its official declaration that the world and all its peoples have won
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freedom from smallpox.

178) Supreme Court (SC) brought ________ under the Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Act of 2002
(Sarfaesi Act).
A.NABARD
B.cooperative banks
C.Mutual Funds
D.NBFCs

Answer B
Explanation The Supreme Court (SC) brought cooperative banks under the Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Act of 2002 (Sarfaesi Act) that
empowers lenders to seize and sell defaulters assets.

179) What is the causative agent of Smallpox?
A.virus
B.fungi
C.bacteria
D.protozoa

Answer A
Explanation The causative agent of Smallpox is the Variola virus. It is a member of the genus
Orthopoxvirus, subfamily Chordopoxvirinae of family Poxviridae. The symptoms of smallpox
include fever (range of 101 to 104 degrees Fahrenheit), malaise, head and body aches, vomiting,
rashes which turn into small red spots on the tongue and mouth, sores and bumps.

180) The Tamil Nadu government has constituted a high-Level Committee to
assess the overall immediate and medium-term impact of COVID-19 under
__________.
A.Kumaraswamy Iyer
B.Arjun Kumar
C.Krishna Kanth
D.C Rangarajan
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Answer D
Explanation The Tamil Nadu government has constituted a high-Level Committee to assess the
overall immediate and medium-term impact of COVID-19 on the state's economy. The
committee will be headed by Dr. C Rangarajan, former Reserve Bank of India Governor. The
committee will access the impact of the lockdown imposed to prevent the spread of the
coronavirus.

181) Who developed the first successful vaccine for Smallpox?
A.Edward Jenner
B.Louis Pasteur
C.Joseph Lister
D.Robert Koch

Answer A
Explanation In 1796, Edward Jenner developed the first successful vaccine. The smallpox
disease has now been eradicated after a successful worldwide vaccination program.

182) Which is the capital of Tamil Nadu?
A.Trichy
B.Coimbatore
C.Chennai
D.Kanchipuram

Answer C
Explanation Chennai (formerly known as Madras) is the capital of Tami Nadu. Tamil Nadu lies
in the southernmost part of the Indian subcontinent and is bordered by the union territory of
Puducherry and the South Indian states of Kerala, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh.

183) As per the International Energy Agency (IEA) released Global Energy
Review ________ of the daily electricity demand has been reduced due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
A.8%
B.13%
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C.15%
D.17%

Answer C
Explanation The International Energy Agency (IEA) released the Global Energy Review in
2020. The report stated that 15% of the daily electricity demand has been reduced. It highlighted
carbon dioxide emissions and the global energy demand in the year 2020.

184) Which is the state flower of Tamil Nadu?
A.Senna auriculata
B.Flame lily
C.Brahma Kamal
D.Nag Kesar

Answer B
Explanation Flame lily is the state flower of Tamil Nadu.

185) Which state launched the Pravasi Rahat Mitra App to aid migrant
citizens?
A.Telangana
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Maharashtra
D.Bihar

Answer B
Explanation Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath launched the 'Pravasi Rahat Mitra'
App. The move is aimed at aiding migrant citizens coming to Uttar Pradesh from other states so
that they can take advantage of government schemes.

186) Which is the state bird of Tamil Nadu?
A.American robin
B.Emerald dove
C.Himalayan monal
D.Western tragopan
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Answer B
Explanation Common Emerald Dove is the state bird of Tamil Nadu.
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