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BANKING & FINANCE
RBI to create specialized supervisory and regulatory cadre within RBI
The central board of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) approved creating a specialized
supervisory and regulatory structure for commercial banks, urban cooperative
banks and non-banking financial companies (NBFCs). The decision was taken at
the RBI board meeting, which is chaired by Governor Shaktikanta Das along
with deputy governors and other members of the board, held in Chennai, Tamil
Nadu.
The decision is based on the recommendations of an internal committee under the
current executive director in charge of NBFC supervision, Rosemary Sebastian.
The objective of the Cadre:
The appointment of thespecialized supervisory and regulatory cadrewithin the
RBIis to strengthen the supervision and regulation of commercial banks, urban
cooperative banks and non-banking financial companies(NBFC).
Board's observation:
The board under the RBIGovernor Shaktikanta Das reviewed thepresent
structure of supervision in RBI in the context of the growing diversity,
complexities, and interconnectedness within the Indian financial sector.
It also discussed issues related to currency management and Banker to Government
functions of the RBI.
The board discussed the Medium-Term Strategy document, which covers RBI's
Mission and Vision.
The reason behind a potential overhaul of the RBI supervisory structure is
expected to:
- the non-bank finance crisis
- failures of credit rating agencies to flag risks
- divergence in asset quality by big banks
- alleged lapses on the part of auditors
The move to revamp the current structure will involve consolidating the different
supervisory and regulatory activities and resources under a separate division and
also hiring external experts for the function.
RBI plans to introduce risk-based supervision for NBFCs:
The central bank is also looking to introduce risk-based supervision for NBFCs
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and urban cooperative banks. Currently, banks follow risk-based supervision
which focusses on evaluating both present and future risks and facilitates early
corrective action. In comparison, supervision of NBFCs and urban cooperative
banks is less stringent.

ICICI Bank to buy 9.9 percent stake in BSE subsidiary INX for Rs.31 crore
ICICI Bank said it has entered into an agreement with the BSE to buy a stake in its
subsidiary INX, located at GIFT City Gujarat. It will buy a 9.9% stake in India
International Exchange (INX), a wholly-owned subsidiary of Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE) for nearly Rs.31 crore. The exchange posted a loss of Rs.31 crore
in 2018-19 while its total revenue stood at RS.2.25 crore. INX is located at GIFT
City in Gujarat.
The investment is subject to regulatory approvals and comes at a cash consideration
of up to Rs.305 million in tranches to acquire up to 9.9% shareholding in INX.
INX was incorporated in September 2016 and has posted a loss of Rs.31 crore in
2018-19. The total revenue was Rs.2.25 crore.
During 2017-18, INX had earned revenues of Rs.1.14 crore, while in 2016-17 the
exchange earned Rs.3,225. The stock of ICICI Bank closed 4.48% higher at
Rs.407.80 on the BSE.
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INTERNATIONAL
UK govt. passes an ammendment which allows Sikhs to carry kirpans
The U.K. government has passed an amendment, the Offensive Weapons Bill, by
which Sikhs in the country will be allowed to carry kirpans and use it during
religious and cultural functions. The Offensive Weapons Bill received the royal
assent.The Bill had been amended in 2018 to ensure that it would not impact the
right of the British-Sikh community to possess and supply kirpans, or religious
swords.
The All Party Parliamentary Group for British Sikhs had led a delegation to the
U.K. Home Office to ensure that the kirpan remains exempt when the new Bill
becomes law. The new law would, therefore, maintain the status quo in continuing
to legally safeguard the sale, possession, and use of large kirpans.Large kirpans,
with blades over 50 cm, are used by the community during ceremonies in
gurdwaras as well as for events involving the traditional Sikh Gatka martial art.
The Offensive Weapons Act covers new offences around possession of certain
offensive weapons in public and enforces new restrictions on the online sale of
bladed articles and corrosive products.
The act is aimed at strengthening existing legislative measures on offensive
weapons, focusing on corrosive substances, knives and certain types of firearm. It
brings in new laws to ban the sale of corrosive substances to anyone under the age
of 18, to target people carrying acid, to make it more difficult for anyone under the
age of 18 to buy knives online and to ban certain types of firearms.
Kirpan:
The kirpan is a sword or small dagger, originating from the Indian subcontinent,
carried by Sikhs. It is also part of a religious commandment given by Guru
Gobind Singh in 1699, in which he demanded that Sikhs must wear the five
articles of faith (the five Ks) at all times, the kirpan being one of five Ks.
The Punjabi word kirpan has two roots: kirpa-mercy and aanaa-honor.Sikhs are
expected to embody the qualities of a Sant Sipahi or saint-soldier with the courage
to defend the rights of all who are wrongfully oppressed or persecuted irrespective
of their colour, caste, or creed.
Kirpans are curved and have a single cutting edge that may be either blunt or
sharp. It must be made of steel or iron.
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Nancy Pelosi honoured with 2019 John F Kennedy Profile in Courage Award
The USA's House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi was honoured
with 2019 John F Kennedy Profile in Courage Award.She was recognized for
putting national interest above her party's interest, for her efforts to pass former
President Barack Obama's 2010 health care law (Obama Care) and also for
helping Democrats reclaim control of U.S. House during 2018 elections.
She has served in House of Representatives since 1987.
Previous Honorees of the award includes former Presidents Barack Obama,
Gerald Ford,and prominent lawmakers Rep. John Lewis and late Sen. John
McCain.
About JFK Profile in Courage Award:
It is an annual award that was created in 1989 by members of President J.F.
Kennedys family.
It seeks to honor J.F. Kennedy and to recognize and celebrate the quality of
political courage which he admired most. The award recognizes a public official (or
officials) at the local, federal or state level whose actions speaks of qualities
of politically courageous leadership.

US warship sails in South China Sea amid trade tensions
One of the United States military warships, the US destroyer Preble, sailed near
the disputed Scarborough Shoal claimed by China in the South China Sea. This
is a move likely to anger Beijing at a time of tense ties between the world's two
biggest economies.
The operation was the latest attempt to counter what Washington sees as Beijing's
efforts to limit freedom of navigation in the strategic waters, where Chinese,
Japanese and some Southeast Asian navies operate.
China's Claims:
China claims almost all of the strategic South China Sea and frequently lambasts
the US and its allies over naval operations near Chinese-occupied islands. Brunei,
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam have competing claims
in the region.
China and the US have repeatedly traded barbs in the past over what Washington
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says is Beijing's militarisation of the South China Sea by building military
installations on artificial islands and reefs.
China defends its construction as necessary for self-defence and says the United
States is responsible for ratcheting up tension in the region by sending warships and
military planes close to islands Beijing claims.
US-China trade war:
US President Donald Trump has complained about China's trading practices since
before he took office in 2016.The US launched an investigation into Chinese trade
policies in 2017.
It imposed tariffs on billions of dollars worth of Chinese products last year, and
Beijing retaliated in kind.After months of hostilities, both countries agreed to halt
new trade tariffs in December to allow for talks.
The US has more than doubled tariffs on $200bn (153.7bn) worth of Chinese
products. Beijing retaliated three days later with tariff hikes on $60bn of US goods.
The US and China are locked in an escalating trade battle.
Why tariffs?
Tariffs imposed on Chinese goods, in theory, make US-made products cheaper than
imported ones, and encourage consumers to buy American. They are also
increasingly seen as a negotiation tactic in the trade war.

PCT Humanity entered the Guinness Book of World Records for its hunger
relief efforts
PCT Humanity, a charity run by an Indian, in the UAE has entered the Guinness
Book of World Records for its hunger relief efforts during the holy month of
Ramzan in Abu Dhabi. The charity set the new Guinness World Records for
Longest Line of Hunger Relief Package in Abu Dhabi.
Adjudicated by Douglas Palau, the attempt saw iftar meals containing seven items
spread in a line without keeping any gap between the packages for a kilometre.
Joginder Singh Salaria's, founder of PCT Humanity, efforts were in continuation
to the vegetarian iftar held daily at the premises of his company Pehal
International, Dubai Industrial Park. The main aim of the charity is to feed
people pure vegetarian food to stay healthy and fit and also save animals.

US approved sales of air defense missiles to South Korea and Japan
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The U.S. State Department has cleared $314 million in possible sales of air
defense missiles to South Korea as tensions re-emerge on the Korean peninsula.
South Korea, a key Asian ally of the United States, asked to buy up to 94 SM-2
missiles used by ships against air threats, along with 12 guidance systems and
technical assistance for a total cost of $313.9 million. The U.S. Defense Security
Cooperation Agency (DSCA), a unit of the Department of Defense, delivered
certification notifying Congress of the possible sale.
South Korea already uses SM-2 missiles developed by Raytheon Cobut is building
more missile defense-capable destroyers equipped with the weapon.
North Korea's Criticism:
The proposed sale comes after North Korea recently criticized South Koreas
defense purchases from the United States, including the arrival of the first F-35
stealth aircraft. North Korea has boasted about its indigenous surface-to-air
missiles.
With denuclearisation talks stalled after a second summit between North Korea
and the United States broke down in Hanoi in February, North Korea went ahead
with more weapons tests in May month.
North Korea and South Korea are technically still at war because their 1950-53
conflict ended in a truce, rather than a peace treaty.
US's sale to Japan:
Also, the DSCA reported that separately, Japan, another key U.S. ally in the
region, was also cleared to buy $317 million worth of medium-range air-to-air
missiles from Washington.

Sri Lanka marked 10 years since the end of civil war
Sri Lanka marked 10 years since the end of a decades-long civil war that left
more than 100,000 people dead. The United Nations has urged Sri Lanka to
investigate alleged war crimes committed by both sides.
But disputes among communities continue to limit progress as 10 years has not
diminished the grief for the survivors of Sri Lanka's civil war.
Sri Lankan Civil War:
The Sri Lankan Civil War was an armed conflict fought on the island of Sri
Lanka. It began on 23rd July 1983 and ended on 18 May 2009. There was an
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intermittent insurgency against the government by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (the LTTE, also known as the Tamil Tigers), which fought to create
an independent Tamil state called Tamil Eelam in the north and the east of the
island. After a 26-year military campaign, the Sri Lankan military defeated the
Tamil Tigers in May 2009, bringing the civil war to an end.

Joko Widodo has been elected President of Indonesia for the second term
Indonesias Joko Widodo has been re-elected as President of the country. He beat
his rival Prabowo Subianto, a retired general.
Widodo and his vice-presidential running mate Maruf Amin won the election by
a 55.5% to 44.5% margin over Prabowo Subianto and Sandiaga Uno.
Widodo's PDI-P finished first in the People's Representative Council (DPR)
election with 19.33%, followed by Prabowo's Gerindra with 12.57%. The next
top parties by the number of votes are Golkar, the National Awakening Party
(PKB), the Nasdem Party, and the Prosperous Justice Party (PKS).
Joko Widodo:
Joko Widodo is an Indonesian politician who is the seventh and current President
of Indonesia.
Elected in July 2014 as the first Indonesian president to not come from an elite
political or military background, he was previously the Mayor of Surakarta from
2005 to 2012, and the Governor of Jakarta from 2012 to 2014.
He belongs to the Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle.
Indonesia General election:
General elections were held in Indonesia on 17 April 2019.
For the first time in the country's history, the president, the vice president, members
of the People's Consultative Assembly (MPR), and members of local legislative
bodies were elected on the same day with over 190 million eligible voters.
Sixteen parties participated in the elections nationally, including four new parties.
The election was a re-match of the 2014 presidential election, in which Widodo
defeated Prabowo.The election was described as "one of the most complicated
single-day ballots in global history".

Bangladesh stopped visas for Pakistani nationals
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The Bangladesh High Commission in Islamabad has stopped issuing visas to
Pakistani nationals for one week over a fresh diplomatic row amid strained bilateral
ties since 2013 when Dhaka decided to hang several of the 1971 war criminals.
The Bangladesh High Commission in Islamabad stopped issuing visas to Pakistanis
for the last one week as a mark of protest as a Bangladeshi diplomat's visaextension application has not been cleared by the Pakistan government for last four
months.
No official announcement yet made:
In 2018, Dhaka denied a visa to the Pakistan High Commissioner. The Foreign
Office in Dhaka, however, is yet to make any formal confirmation and no official
notification has been issued on the halting of visas to the Pakistani nationals.
Bangladesh refusal for Pak. new high commissioner:
Bangladesh has reportedly refused to accept the 'agreement' from Islamabad for
theappointment of a new high commissioner.
Pakistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs named Saqlain Syedah as its new High
Commissioner to Bangladesh, but Dhaka refused to accept the "agreement", a
diplomatic requirement under which a host country has to confirm the appointment
of an incoming envoy.
Reason:
Bangladesh, which seceded from Pakistan in 1971, has accused Pakistan
of financing terrorism on its soil. Bilateral ties have become so strained. Now it
has halted granting visas to all Pakistanis

Nepal banned popular Chinese digital wallets Alipay and WeChat
Nepal banned popular Chinese digital wallets Alipay and WeChat to prevent the
loss of foreign currency earnings from tens of thousands of Chinese tourists.The
reason cited is Nepal was losing out since the actual transactions took place in
China.
Over 1,50,000 Chinese holidaymakers visited Nepal in 2018, many using digital
wallets to pay in hotels, restaurants, and shops in tourist areas, especially in
Chinese-run businesses.
Nepal:
President: Bidhya Devi Bhandari
Prime Minister: KP Sharma Oli
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Capital: Kathmandu
Currency: Nepalese rupee

UAE launched the Gold card visa scheme for expatriates
The UAE has launched aGolden Card visa scheme, a permanent residency
scheme, for expatriates. The announcement was made by the countrys Vice
President and Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai. The scheme is open to
investors and exceptional talents such as doctors, engineers, scientists, students and
artists as it willgrant permanent residency.
Aim of the Scheme:
The scheme will attract greater foreign investment and stimulate the local economy,
making it more efficient and attractive for investors. It will also increase the UAE's
competitiveness and reaffirms the country's position as a global incubator. It aims
to attract wealthy individuals and exceptional talents, a move that could attract
more Indian professionals and businessmen to the Gulf nation.
The move will see permanent residency granted to exceptional professionals.The
fifth category, outstanding students, will also be permitted residency visas for five
years. All categories of visas can be renewed upon expiry.
The benefits of the permanent residency also include the spouse and children of
the cardholder to ensure cohesive social ties.
5 categories of Golden Card visa:
The Golden Card visa includes five categories. They are:
1. General investors who will be granted a 10 year permanent residency visas .
2. Real Estate Investors, who can get a visa for 5 year visa.
3. Entrepreneurs and Talented Professionals like doctors, researchers and
innovators can get 10 years Visa.
4. The fifth category is 'outstanding students'. These will also be permitted 5 years
permanent residency visas.
5. All mentioned categories of visas can be renewed upon expiry.
Indians in UAE:
The Indian expatriate community is the largest ethnic community in the UAE. It
constitutes roughly about of country's population, which is around 9 million.
Although most of the Indians living in the UAE are employed, about 10% of the
Indian population constitutes dependent family members. This Golden Card
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programme could attract more Indian professionals and businessmen to the Gulf
nation.

Chancy Chitete conferred with the UNs highest peacekeeping award
The Malawian soldier Chancy Chitete will be honoured with the United Nation's
(UN) highest peacekeeping award, dubbed as "Captain Mbaye Diagne Medal for
Exceptional Courage". He will be awarded posthumously during the
Peacekeepers Day commemorations at UN Headquarters in New York, the US on
May 24, 2019.
Despite the nomination of several peacekeepers for exceptional service over the
past four years, the awarding of the Medal to Private Chititewill mark the first
time the actions of a UN peacekeeper have been found to meet the standard set by
Captain Diagne.
Captain Mbaye Diagne Medal for Exceptional Courage Award:
The award is officially named as the Captain Mbaye Diagne Medal for
Exceptional Courage. The award is named after the late UN peacekeeper Captain
Diagne. Diagne served with former UN Mission in Rwanda (UNAMIR) and
saved thousands of Rwandans from death in the 1994 genocide.
It was established in 2014.
It is awarded to uninformed (police, military) and civilian personnel who have
demonstrated exceptional courage, in face of extreme danger, and fulfilled mandate
of their missions in service of humanity and United Nations.
Chitete's courage:
In an operation undertaken in November 2018, he sacrificed his life while saving
his fellow comrade 'blue helmet' during an operation against local armed group
named Allied Democratic Forces (ADF).
The ADF is an armed force in DRC which had been terrorizing civilians and
disrupting the UN's ongoing efforts to halt and treat the spread of the deadly Ebola
virus. The remarkable actions of Private Chitete helped protect many lives, both
civilian and military.

Volodymyr Zelensky sworn in as the 6th President of Ukraine
Ukrainian TV star Volodymyr Zelenskywon the presidential election in April 2019
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and sworn in as 6th President of Ukraine recently. He succeeded Petro
Poroshenko.
According to the Central Election Commission, Zelensky won the second round
with 73.22% of the votes. He became Ukraine's youngest post-Soviet President.
In his speech, he announced the dissolution of the parliament. It is a strategic move
to bring the October 27 parliamentary elections forward to boost his party's chances
of securing a majority at the height of his popularity.
Volodymyr Zelenskiy:
He hails from the south-eastern city of Krywyi Rih.
His election campaign slogan was 'unify Ukraine'.
During his first address as president, he pledged to protect the sovereignty and
independence of Ukraine.
About Ukraine:
President: Volodymyr Zelensky
Prime Minister: Volodymyr Groysman
Capital: Kyiv
Currency: Ukrainian hryvnia

Microsoft stopped online sale of Huawei laptops after US ban on Chinese tech
companies
Microsoft has removed the Huawei laptops it sold on its online store.The move of
Microsoft is to comply with the US President's executive order to crack down on
Chinese tech companies.
Microsoft has declined to comment on the issue and also on reports of a potential
Windows ban on Huawei. However, some offline Microsoft stores are reportedly
still selling stocked Huawei laptops.
Microsoft's potential Windows ban could also affect Huawei's server solutions.
Microsoft and Huawei both operate a hybrid cloud solution for Microsoft's
Azure stack, using Microsoft-certified Huawei servers.
Google cut off Huawei's Android license but Microsoft stayed silent on whether it
will prevent the Chinese company from obtaining Windows licenses. For now,
Huawei has been granted a 90-day extension to provide software updates to
Android-powered handsets and maintain continued operation of existing networks
and equipment. However, this narrow extension does not seem to apply to
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Windows licenses for laptops.

US says Chinese made drones could be giving spy agencies
The Department of Homeland Security, Washington has warned that Chinesemade drones could be giving spy agencies in Beijing unfettered accessto stolen
data. It also said that the flagging drones built in China as a potential risk to an
organisations information.
The U.S. government has strong concerns about any technology product that takes
American data into the territory of an authoritarian State that permits its
intelligence services to have unfettered access to that data or otherwise abuses that
access.
Ban on Huawei tech products:
The warning comes as Chinas tech sector attracts unprecedented scrutiny amid
China-US trade war. Washington has cranked up the heat on Chinas Huawei by
banning American companies from selling or transferring U.S. technology to the
telecoms giant, though the U.S. Commerce Department has granted the firm a
90-day reprieve.
U.S. intelligence believes Huawei is backed by the Chinese military and that its
equipment could provide Beijings spy agencies with a backdoor into the
communications networks of other countries.
The U.S. has also pushed its closest allies to reject Huawei technology. The DHS
report did not name any specific Chinese manufacturers, but China-based DJI
produces about 70% of the worlds commercial drones.

U.S. Postal Service to test self driving trucks to move mail across state lines
The U.S. Postal Service (USPS) is experimenting with self-driving trucks to move
mail across state lines. The USPS has partnered with San Diego-based TuSimple
on a two-week pilot program focusing solely on a 1,000-mile route between Dallas
and Phoenix.
Aim of the project:
The program aims to accommodate a diverse mail mix, enhance safety, improve
service, reduce emissions, and produce operational savings.
Reason for the self drive trucks:
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Having humans in the driver seat, actually doing the driving, on long-distance
routes like the one being tested is challenging because it's 22 hours in one direction,
requires teams of drivers and it's very hard to recruit drivers into this kind of run.
Test runs on trucks:
The test runs will help the Postal Service become future-ready.
It will involve five round trips, traveling major interstates that cross Arizona, New
Mexico, and Texas. Each truck will have a "safety engineer" and driver on board
for the duration of the pilot to monitor vehicle performance and to ensure public
safety.
Future plans:
The Postal Service also has ideas for using self-driving vehicles for home delivery,
perhaps using vehicles that follow behind a mail carrier who walks a route. It is
unclear how much the pilot program will cost.

Pakistan successfully testfired Shaheen-II
Pakistan has successfully test-fired a land-based ballistic missile
named 'Shaheen-II' on 21st May 2019. The impact point of the missile was in the
Arabian Sea.
Shaheen-II is an intermediate-range nuclear-capable ballistic missile which
could 2,000 km (1,250 miles). The test was conducted to ensure
operational readiness of the Pakistan Army's Strategic Forces Command.
Shaheen-II:
Shaheen missile series is named after a Falcon (bird) species that lives in
Pakistan's mountains.
Shaheen-II is a highly capable missile as it fully meets Pakistan's strategic needs
towards the maintenance of desired deterrence and stability in the region.
It is a land-based supersonic intermediate-range surface-to-surface guided ballistic
missile. It is capable of carrying all kinds of warheads i.e. both conventional (high
explosive) as well as nuclear warheads.
It is capable of hitting targets up to 1,500-2000 kilometers. Thus is capable of
reaching major cities in neighbouring India.
In the past:
It should be noted that on 9 March 2004 Pakistan successfully test fires a mediumrange nuclear-capable ballistic missile Shaheen-ll from an undisclosed location.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
NPPA reduces prices of 9 non scheduled cancer medicines
The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), Indias drug pricing
regulator, has reduced the prices of 9 non-scheduled cancer drugs by up to
87%, capping their trade margin at 30%. This decision is in continuation of nodal
agency's efforts to bring down drugs prices.
In February 2019, the government had capped about 42 cancer drugs at 30%. This
new anti-cancer non-scheduled medicine list is in continuation of efforts to curb
profiteering on these vital drugs and to make a cure for cancer affordable for
patients as well as for their families.
Benefits:
More than 390 brands and about 72 formulations have reduced costs following
the NPPA order. This price reduction is expected to benefit more than 22 lakh
cancer patients in India and will result in annual savings of around Rs.800 crore
rupees to patients.
Revised Price:
NPPA issued an office memorandum which mentioned that said the Maximum
Retail Price (MRP) of:
- 500 mg chemotherapy injection called Pemetrexed which is used to treat lung
cancer has been reduced from Rs.22000 to Rs.2800.
- 150 mg Erlotinib tablets will now cost Rs.2400 instead of Rs.8800.
NPPA has also approved a formula which restricts trade margin of selling price by
up to 30%.
About NPPA
National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) was constituted in 1997.
MNPPA functionunder the Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers.
Itis an independent Regulator for pricing of drugs and to ensure availability and
accessibility of medicines at affordable prices.
The functions of NPPA are:
- To implement and enforce the provisions of the Drugs (Prices Control) Order
- To monitor the availability of drugs, identify shortages, if any, and to take
remedial steps
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Government issued drought advisory in 6 states as water levels in dams dip to
critical level
Centre has issued a drought advisory to six southern and western states and has
asked them to use water judiciously as the water storage in dams dropping to a
critical level. The 6 states are Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, and Tamil Nadu.
The drought advisory is issued to states when the water level in reservoirs is 20%
less than the average of live water storage figures of the past 10 years. Water falls
under the state list and the advisory recommends states to use it for drinking
purpose only till the dams are replenished.
The 'Water' subject falls under the state list mentioned in the Indian Constitution
and recent drought advisory recommends states to use water for drinking purpose
only till dams are replenished. The drought advisory is issued to states when the
water level in reservoirs is about 20% less than the average of live water storage
figures of the past 10 years.
Central Water Commission (CWC):
The Central Water Commission (CWC)is a technical organization in the field of
Water Resources. It monitors water storage available in 91 major reservoirs across
the country.CWC functions as an attached office of Ministry of Water Resources,
River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of India.
According to recent figures released by CWC, total water storage available is only
22 % (it was 24% in May 2019) of total storage capacity (which is 161.993 BCM)
of these reservoirs.
The western region includes Gujarat and Maharashtra. There are 27 reservoirs:
10 in Gujarat and 17 in Maharashtra, having a total live storage capacity of 31.26
BCM.
The southern region includes states of Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka,
Kerala, and Tamil Nadu. There are 31 reservoirs: two of Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana together, Andhra Pradesh (1), Telangana (2), Karnataka (14), Kerala (6)
and Tamil Nadu (6), under CWC monitoring having a total live storage capacity of
51.59 BCM.

Maharashtra promulgates ordinance for SEBC quota in PG medical education
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Maharashtra Governor C.Vidyasagar Rao on 20th May signed an ordinance
promulgated by the state government that upholds admissions given to Social and
Educationally Backward Classes (SEBCs) under the Maratha quota
in postgraduate medical and dental courses in the State. The state issued the
ordinance after the Supreme Court upheld a ruling of the Nagpur bench of the
Bombay HC.
Reason for Ordinance:
In May 2019 the Nagpur bench of Bombay High Court has put a stay on the 16%
quota offered under the Socially and Educationally Backward Classes Act by
the state to its Maratha community for admission in 2019's postgraduate medical
courses.
Bombay HC's statement:
The HC ruled that implementation of this reservation for Maratha community under
SEBC quota was "unconstitutional" and thus will not be applicable to postgraduate medical admission process which had already begun.
This cancelled admissions already given to students under Maratha quota and
necessitated fresh admissions.
Provisions under the ordinance:
The Maharashtra State Reservation (of seats for admission in educational
institutions in the state and appointments in public services and posts under the
state) for SEBC Amendment and Validation Ordinance, 2019, makes way
for 16% reservation for students from the Maratha community in the current
academic year. This reservation will apply to all postgraduate and undergraduate
courses that require taking the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) or
any other national entrance test.
It will also provide reservation of seats for appointments in public posts and
services under State.
Governor's power to draw ordinance:
Governor of an Indian state draws ordinance making power from Article 213 of the
Constitution of India. This Article empowers the Governor to promulgate
Ordinance, during a recess of the legislature, if circumstances exist which render it
necessary for him to take immediate action.
Ordinance:
Ordinance is a decree or law promulgated by a state or national government

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 20 - May 26, 2019)

without the consent of the legislature.
Article 123 of the Constitution of India grants the President certain law-making
powers to promulgate ordinances when either of the two Houses of Parliament is
not in session. The governor of a state can also issue ordinances under Article
213when the state legislative assembly is not in session.
Ordinances cease to operate either if Parliament/State assembly does not approve
of them within six weeks of reassembly, or if disapproving resolutions are passed
by both Houses.

Reliance Industries Limited becomes the countrys biggest company by revenue
Mukesh Ambani's oil-to-telecom conglomerate Reliance Industries Limited
(RIL) has toppled State-owned Indian Oil Corp. (IOC) to become the countrys
biggest company by revenue.
Reliance, in the 2018-19 fiscal year that ended March 31, reported a turnover of
Rs.6.23 lakh crore. With this milestone, Reliance has achieved the number one
position in terms of all three parameters - revenue, profit, and market capitalisation.
RIL closed up 1.08% at Rs.1,339.75 on the BSE, with a market capitalisation of
Rs.8.50 lakh crore.
IOC, ONGC, and RIL:
In comparison, IOC posted a turnover of Rs.6.17 lakh crore for the fiscal. It was
also the most profitable company in the country with a net profit of more than
double that of IOC in FY2019.
IOC till 2018 was the most profitable PSU but may have lost this position to Oil
and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC) in 2018-19.
ONGC is yet to declare its FY19 earnings but it had clocked a net profit
of Rs.22,671 crore in the first nine months of the fiscal year. Net profit of IOC,
which depends on oil refining, petrochemicals, and gas business for its revenue, had
in 2018-19 declined by 23.6% over Rs.22,189.45 crore net profit it had earned in
2017-18.
Reliance, on the other hand, posted a 13% rise in profits over Rs.34,988 crore
recorded in 2017-18. ONGC had a net profit of Rs.19,945.26 crore in 2017-18
fiscal, lagging behind IOC.
RIL's profitable business:
Reliance Jio Infocomm (RJio) and Reliance Retail have been bringing in more
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revenues than petrochemicals and polymer have. RIL had expanded capacity in
polymer and petrochemicals,the larger growth in revenue from retail and telecom
suggests that the company is growing faster in the consumer-facing business, rather
than in the core businesses.
Reliance which has the highest cash reserves of Rs.1.33 lakh crore on the book also
has the highest gross debt of Rs 2.87 lakh crore at the end of March 2019.

Centre plans to introduce AI in the MCA 21 portal
The Ministry of Corporate affairs plans to introduce anArtificial Intelligence
(AI) system in the MCA 21 portal. The introduction seeks to make the
compliance process easier as well as ensure routine enforcement activities are done
on autopilot basis. It will be introduced when Ministry will roll outVersion 3 of
the MCA 21.
Earlier this year, the ministry sought applications from service providers to develop
as well as operate the upgraded version of MCA 21 system.
AI in the MCA 21 portal:
MCA 21 is the electronic backbone for the dissemination of information to all
stakeholders, including the regulator, corporates and investors. All filings under
the companies law are submitted to the ministry through this portal.
It will look to rationalise all the forms, follow the principle of a single source of
truth so that one is not required to fill in known details again and also interlink
databases so that routine enforcement is done 24x7 on autopilot basis.
MCA 21 allows electronic filings of various documents underthe Companies Act,
2013 and has fully automated all processes related to enforcement and compliance
monitoring under the Act.
History of MCA 21:
Mission Mode Project (MCA21) is the e-governance initiative from the Ministry
of Corporate Affairs, Government of India.It is one of the 31 Mision Mode
Projects of the National e-Governance Plan.MCA 21 system was started in
2006.
In the year 2002, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (then known as the Department
of Company Affairs) was faced with the problem of providing services to nearly
7.5 lakh corporate entities. Vast amounts of paperwork was to be processed. This
was to be expected because with globalization and interest shown by foreign
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companies in India, the number of documents being handled was constantly
increasing even as the expectations were increasing.
The task of managing the bid process was given to National Institute for Smart
Government (NISG). The project was implemented by Tata Consultancy Services
under a Build Own Operate and Transfer (BOOT) model, with project monitoring
done by external reviewers/auditors. The second phase of the project is being
implemented by Infosys for the period January 2013 - July 2021.

Govt. invites nomination for Vayoshreshtha Samman for Senior Citizens 2019
The Department of Social Justice And Empowerment had invited nominations
for the Vayoshreshtha Samman awards 2019. Nominations for Vayoshreshtha
Samman- National Awards for Senior Citizens 2019 for individuals/institutions
should be sent by 31st May 2019.
The Ministries/Departments of Government of India and their autonomous
organisations/State Govts. or UT Administration can nominate the suitable
individuals/institutions for the said Awards.
About Vayoshrestha Sammans:
The series of National Award-Vayoshreshtha Samman awards were instituted by
the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment in 2005. In 2013 these were
elevated to the level of national awards. It is an annual award which is conferred in
thirteen categories.
These are conferred to eminent senior citizens and Institutions who are involved in
providing distinguished services for the cause of elderly persons.
The Department of Social Justice And Empowerment as part of the celebration of
the International Day of Older Persons (IDOP) on 1st October every year has
been conferring National Award Vayoshreshtha Samman to eminent senior citizens
and institutions involved in rendering distinguished services for the cause of elderly
persons.The National Awards are conferred by the President of India.

BJP won with an absolute majority for its second term in the 2019 LS election
BJP won with an absolute majority:
"If the 16th general election in 2014 catapulted the BJP as the primary pole of
Indian politics, relegating the Congress to a distant second, 2019 establishes it as
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the overarching hegemon".The general election was held in seven phases from 11
April to 19 May 2019 to constitute the 17th Lok Sabha. The counting of votes
took place on 23rd May, and on the same day, the results were declared.The BJP
is the second political party inIndian history to come back to power, even
stronger this time.
The BJP got an absolute majority bagging 297 of the 458 seats (as per Election
Commission's counting till 9.25 am on 24th May) and was on course to touch the
303-seat mark in the 543-member Lok Sabha. The BJP has already surpassed
its 2014 performance when it won 282 seats.
The Congress in all likelihood will fall short of the 54-mark needed for the leader
of the opposition status in the Lok Sabha, winning in 45 seats and leading in 7.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who sought reelection from Varanasi struck
gold, garnering over 63% of total votes polled. His rival Ajay Rai, of Congress,
had polled 53,385 votes, about two lakh votes lesser than Mr. Modi. Congress
president Rahul Gandhi, who lost in his sitting constituency of Amethi in UP, made
a record victory in his second seat of Wayanad in Kerala.
All the newly-elected BJP MPs may meet 25th May to elect PM Narendra
Modi as their leader, following which he will meet the president to stake claim to
form the new government.The oath-taking of the new government is likely to be
held on May 29.
General election to Lok Sabha results are listed below:
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Methanol, water ice, and organic molecules is found on Ultima Thules surface
NASA's New Horizons mission team has found evidence for a unique mixture of
methanol, water ice, and organic molecules on Ultima Thules surface which is
the farthest world ever explored by mankind. The U.S. space agency has published
the first profile of Ultima Thule, an ancient relic from the era of planet formation,
revealing details about the complex space object.
The researchers analyzed the first sets of data collected during the New Horizons
spacecrafts New Years 2019 flyby of the Kuiper Belt object called 2014 MU69,
also known as Ultima Thule. Scientists discovered that Ultima Thule wasnt any
space object, instead, its composition, development, and geology were more
complex than expected.
Data transmission from the flyby will continue until late summer 2020 and until
then, New Horizons will continue to take new observations of additional Kuiper
Belt objects.
Ultima Thule:
Ultima Thule is a contact binary, because it has two differently-shaped lobes.Its
about 22 miles long and consists of a large, weirdly flat lobe (Ultima) thats
connected to a small, slightly rounder lobe (Thule), at a juncture dubbed the neck.
It features bright spots, hills, craters, and pits. The biggest depression on Ultima
Thule is five miles in diameter and it is nicknamed as the Maryland crater, which
could have been created from an impact event. Some smaller pits on Ultima Thule
though might have developed by material falling into underground spaces.

ISRO announced Seven Mega Missions in next 10 years
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) announced to conduct seven Mega
Missions for the upcoming 10 years and also prepared a roadmap for the next 30
years.
The seven Mega Missions includes Indias second moon mission Chandrayaan-2,
XPoSaT and Aditya L-1.
ISRO categorized its six Mega Missions (excluding Chandrayaan-2) in two broad
categories-
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Defined Missions: The mission includes XPoSaT and Aditya L-1.
Undefined Missions: The missions which are still in planning stage.
These missions are: Mangalyaan-2, Venus Mission, Lunar Polar Exploration and
Exoworlds.
About XPoSaT
It is also known as X-ray Polarimeter Satellite.
The main aim of this mission is to study polarisation.
It will be launched in 2020 and the life of the mission will be of 5 years till 2025.
The payload for XPoSaT was developed by Bengaluru-based Raman Research
Institute.
The spacecraft which will carry Polarimeter Instrument in X-rays (POLIX) payload
study the degree and angle of polarisation of bright X-ray source in the energy
range between 5 to 30 keV (Kilo electron volt)
Aditya L-1
The mission was planned to launch in 2021 which will study the solar corona.
The spacecraft of this mission will be placed in a halo orbit around the Sun-Earth
Lagrangian point (L1) which is about 1.2 million km away from the earth.
About ISRO
Formation: 15 August 1969
Headquarter: Bengaluru, Karnataka
Director: K Sivan

ISRO successfully launched earth observation satellite RISAT 2B
ISRO launched Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C46) from the first launch
pad of the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota on its 48th mission,
carrying RISAT-2B on 22nd May. The earth observation satellite RISAT-2B is
capable of observing Earth during the day, night and even under rainy and cloudy
conditions.
The launch of the PSLV marks the third launch in 2019. It was the 72nd launch
vehicle mission from Sriharikota and also marked the 36th launch from the first
launch pad.
RISAT-2B:
The RISAT-2B (Radar Imaging Satellite-2B), meant for application in fields such
as surveillance, agriculture, forestry, and disaster management support, was
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released into the orbit successfully. It would replace the RISAT-2, which was
successfully launched in 2009.
RISAT-2B is an excellent satellite with hi-fi earth observation capabilities. The
RISAT-2B is equipped with a synthetic aperture radar that can take pictures of
the earth during day and night, and also under cloudy conditions.
With a mission life of five years, the satellite would also be used for military
surveillance. The RISAT-2 has been actively used by India to monitor activities in
camps across the border in Pakistan to thwart infiltration bids by terrorists.
2 RISATs:
ISRO launched two RISATs in 2009 and 2012 and plans to launch four more in
2019. This comes after Balakot airstrikes on February 26, following which PM
Narendra Modi claimed cloud cover helped IAF jets escape Pakistan's radars.
ISRO had launched RISAT-1, a microwave remote sensing satellite, on April 26,
2012, from Sriharikota.
1st and 2nd launches by ISRO in 2019:
The PSLV-C45/EMISAT mission, which successfully injected the EMISAT and
29 international customer satellites into their orbits on April 1. The PSLV-C44,
which successfully placed the Microsat-R and the Kalamsat-V2 satellites in
designated orbits on January 24.

Amazon likely to get the .amazon domain name
Jeff Bezos-led Amazon has bagged a seven-year dispute over the '.amazon'
domain name fromthe Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers
(ICANN). The Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organisation (ACTO), a group with
member countries including Brazil backed the dispute.
The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) decided to
proceed with designation requested by Amazon pending a 30-day period of public
comment. The company is likely to get control of its internet namesake soon.
Amazon intends to use the domain with its multiple business streams so internet
addresses like books.amazon and alexa.amazon can be used by 2019.
Domain name dispute:
The e-commerce giant first applied for this domain in 2012 but its approval took
seven years because a group of South American countries through which the river
Amazon flows, raised objections.
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The Board found the Amazon corporation proposal of April 17, 2019, acceptable,
and therefore directed the ICANN organisations President and CEO to continue the
processing of the .amazon applications according to the policies and procedures of
the New gTLD Programme.

Researchers suspects gas insulation could be protecting an ocean inside Pluto
Researchers said that computer simulations provide compelling evidence that
an insulating layer of gas hydrates could keep a subsurface ocean from freezing
beneath Plutos icy exterior. The researchers conducted computer simulations
covering a timescale of 4.6 billion yearswhen the solar system began to form. The
simulations showed the thermal and structural evolution of Plutos interior and the
time required for a subsurface ocean to freeze and for the icy shell covering it to
become uniformly thick. They simulated two scenarios: one where an insulating
layer of gas hydrates existed between the ocean and the icy shell, and one where it
did not.
Sputnik Planitia:
In July 2015, NASAs New Horizons spacecraft flew through Plutos system,
providing the first-ever close-up images of this distant dwarf planet and its moons.
The images showed Plutos unexpected topography, including a white-colored
ellipsoidal basin named Sputnik Planitia, located near the equator and roughly the
size of Texas.
Because of its location and topography, scientists believe a subsurface ocean exists
beneath the ice shell which is thinned at Sputnik Planitia. However, these
observations are contradictory to the age of the dwarf planet because the ocean
should have frozen a long time ago and the inner surface of the ice shell facing the
ocean should have also been flattened.The simulations results support the
possibility of a long-lived liquid ocean existing beneath the icy crust of Sputnik
Planitia.

ISRO flagged off the shipment of Indias largest liquid Hydrogen storage tank
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) Secretary, DOS & Chairman, Dr.K
Sivan, flagged off the shipment of Indias largest liquid Hydrogen storage tank at
VRV Asia Pacific production plant at Sri City in Chittoor district.
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The event stands out as a typical example for ISRO-Industry cooperation for
realizing import substitutes indigenously.
The storage tank:
VRV Asia Pacific manufactured the storage tank with a Liquid Nitrogen (LIN)
shield, in a collaborative effort with Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) SHAR,
under the Make in India initiative.
The storage capacity of the tank is 120 kilolitres.Liquid hydrogen is used as fuel
for satellite launch vehicles.
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DEFENCE
India delivered the first pair of Mi 24 attack helicopters to Afghan Air Force
India delivered the first pair of Mi-24 attack helicopters as a replacement to the
Afghan Air Force. The helicopters were handed over to the Acting Defence
Minister Asadullah Khalid by the Indian Ambassador to Afghanistan Vinay
Kumar at the Kabul Air Force base. The helicopters were Purchased from
Belarus.
Aim:
The Mi-24 helicopters shall boost the capability of the Afghan Air Force and
enhance the effectiveness of the Afghan National Defence and Security Force in
combating the scourge of terrorism.
India and Afghanistan in the past:
The helicopters are a replacement for the four attack helicopters previously gifted
by India to Afghanistan in 2015. India has been one of the largest donors to
Afghanistan and has committed $3 billion in aid since 2001.
It is also said that two more of the same type will be purchased and supplied to the
Afghan Air Force in order to make the aerial operations more effective.
Mi-24:
National origin: Soviet Union/Russia
Manufacturer: Mil
First flight: 19 September 1969
Introduced in: 1972
Mi-24 is a large helicopter gunship, attack helicopter, and low-capacity troop
transport that can contain eight passengers.
It has been designed to take on fortified enemy positions and locations prone.

Tech Mahindra signed a defence contract worth Rs.300 crore with Indian
Navy
IT major, Tech Mahindra has signed a defence contract worth Rs.300 crore with
Indian Navy. This contract is its biggest agreement to date. The IT major will
implement RFID-based access control system across all naval bases and ships as
part of 'Armed Forces Secure Access Card (AFSAC)' Project. AFSAC will
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replace the existing paper-based identity card for all Navy personnel, including
dependents and ex-servicemen. As part of the AFSAC Project, Tech Mahindra will
implement RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) based access control system
across all naval bases and ships.
AFSAC Project:
The Mumbai-based company will develop a secure application to manage the
access control devices, network devices, and the AFSAC card through a data
centre.
The security of Indian Naval establishments against unauthorized access is a
thrust area and the AFSAC Project will be an important step towards achieving this
aim.
Scheduled to be implemented over the next two years, the project will ensure
smooth issuance, handling, administration, management and life-cycle support of
AFSAC Cards on turnkey basis.
This project further cements the company's role as one of the leading system
integrators globally. Tech Mahindra is already working with entities like Coal
India, India Ports Association, Kanpur Smart City and others.
Tech Mahindra:
Type: Public
Founded on: 24 October 1986
Chairman: Anand Mahindra
MD & CEO: C.P. Gurnani
Services: Outsourcing, Consulting, Managed services

IMCOR 2019 began in Port Blair at Andaman and Nicobar Command
The 2019 Indo-Myanmar coordinated patrol (IMCOR) is taking place from 20
May to 28 May 2019 in Port Blair at Andaman and Nicobar Command. This is
the 8th edition of the coordinated patrol (CORPAT) between India and
Myanmar.
CORPAT:
The coordinated patrol (CORPAT) initiative between the Indian Navy and
Myanmar Navy seeks to address issues of terrorism, human trafficking,
poaching, illegal fishing, drug trafficking and other illegal activities harmful to
interest of both nations.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 20 - May 26, 2019)

The CORPAT series was first started in Mar 2013. Since then it has fostered
improved professional interaction and enhanced mutual understanding between the
two navies for maritime interoperability.
MCOR 2019:
The Indo-Myanmar coordinated patrol IMCOR began on 20th May 2019.For the
Opening Ceremony of 2019 edition, Myanmar Navy Ships arrived on 20 May 2019
in Port Blair at Andaman and Nicobar Command.
It will be undertaken by Myanmar ships viz. UMS King TabinShweHtee (773)
and UMS Inlay (OPV54) with Indian Naval Ship, INS Saryu.
The exercise includes the patrolling effort by participants will be augmented
by Maritime Patrol Aircraft (MPA) from both the navies.The ships deployed
would patrol along International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL) between the
two countries thus, covering a distance of about 725 Kms over a period of four
days.
During the sea phase of coordinated patrol, prior to Closing Ceremony' of
CORPAT onboard Myanmar Naval Ship, the deployed ships will also
undertake joint drills and maneuvers.

IAF successfully test fired the aerial version of the supersonic BrahMos cruise
missile
The Indian Air Force (IAF) successfully test fired the aerial version of the
supersonic BrahMos cruise missile from a Su-30 MKI fighter aircraft at the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The testmarked a major milestone to enhance its
precision strike capability.The capability of the missile coupled with the
superlative performance of the Su-30MKI aircraft gives the IAF the desired
strategic reach.
Supersonic BrahMos cruise missile:
The supersonic BrahMos cruise missileis a 2.5 tonne air-to-surface missileand it
has a range of around 300 km, and it will significantly enhance the IAF's combat
capability. The BrahMos cruise missile travels at a speed of Mach 2.8, nearly three
times that of sound. The missile follows the desired trajectory before directly
hitting the land target.
The BrahMos missile provides the IAF a much-desired capability to strike from
large stand-off ranges on any target at sea or on land with pinpoint accuracy by
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day or night and in all weather conditions.
IAF's record:
The IAF became the first air force in the world to have successfully fired an airlaunched 2.8 Mach surface attack missile of this category on a sea target on
November 22, 2017. BrahMos cruise missile, which was test now, was the second
such live launch of the weapon.
Developers ofBrahMos, 2.8 Mach surface attack missile:
The software development of the aircraft was undertaken by IAF engineers, while
the Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd carried out mechanical and electrical modifications
on it.
Despite suchcomplex integrations, IAF, Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), BrahMos Aerospace Pvt Ltd and HAL have proven the
capability bydedicated and synergetic efforts.
BrahMos Aerospace, an India-Russian joint venture, produces the supersonic cruise
missile that can be launched from submarines, ships, aircraft, or from land
platforms.
Further expansion:
The IAF has already begun work to integrate the BrahMos supersonic cruise
missile on 40 Sukhoi combat aircraft. Once the project to integrate the weapon on
the combat fleet is over, the IAF capability to strike from large stand-off ranges
on any target in sea or land is expected to go up manifold.

Flight Lieutenant Bhawana become the countrys first woman fighter to
undertake to missions by day
Flight Lieutenant Bhawana Kanth has become the country's first woman
fighter be qualified to undertake to missions by day on a fighter aircraft in the
IAF. This comes after she completed her day operational syllabus as a fighter pilot
on the MiG-21 Bison supersonic aircraft.
Bhawana, from Darbhanga in Bihar, has become the first of the three in her batch
of women fighter pilots to successfully complete her day operational syllabus on
the MiG-21s at the Nal airbase in Bikaner. The other two women fighter pilots in
the batch are Flight Lieutenants Avani Chaturvedi and Mohana Singh.
IAF's induction of women fighter:
The IAF has so far inducted six women into its fighter flying stream on an
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experimental basis for five years. It took around Rs.15 crore to train a single
fighter pilot.
IAF had for long resisted inducting women in the combat stream because it felt it
would disrupt tight fighter-flying schedules if they got married and had children.
IAF's training for the 3 fighters:
IAF posted the women fighter batch to MiG-21 squadrons rather than the easier-tohandle modern fighters like Sukhoi-30MKls or Mirage-2000s to ensure they
undertake air defence missions over Indian territory in the event of war (MiG-21s
are basically meant to intercept incoming enemy aircraft), and not go for strike
missions deep into enemy territory.
The next woman fighter pilot to undertake missions by day is Flight Lieutenant
Avani Chaturvedi. Flight Lieutenant Mohana Singh is also expected to reach this
stage soon. The three women pilots were commissioned into the IAFs fighter
stream in June 2016.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Oman author Jokha Al Harthi wins Booker International Prize
Oman Author Jokha Al Harthi won the prestigious Man Booker International
Prize for "Celestial Bodies", the story of three sisters of a desert country
confronting its slave-owning past and a complex modern world.
Jokha Alharthi, the first Arabic-language writer to take the prize, will split the
50,000 pounds or 64,000 US dollar purse with her UK-based translator, Marilyn
Booth.
About Man Booker International Prize
Country: United Kingdom
Awarded for: Best book in English translation
Presented: by Man Group
Reward(s):50,000
First awarded: 2005

Govt. invites nomination for Vayoshreshtha Samman for Senior Citizens 2019
The Department of Social Justice And Empowerment had invited nominations
for the Vayoshreshtha Samman awards 2019. Nominations for Vayoshreshtha
Samman- National Awards for Senior Citizens 2019 for individuals/institutions
should be sent by 31st May 2019.
The Ministries/Departments of Government of India and their autonomous
organisations/State Govts. or UT Administration can nominate the suitable
individuals/institutions for the said Awards.
About Vayoshrestha Sammans:
The series of National Award-Vayoshreshtha Samman awards were instituted by
the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment in 2005. In 2013 these were
elevated to the level of national awards. It is an annual award which is conferred in
thirteen categories.
These are conferred to eminent senior citizens and Institutions who are involved in
providing distinguished services for the cause of elderly persons.
The Department of Social Justice And Empowerment as part of the celebration of
the International Day of Older Persons (IDOP) on 1st October every year has
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been conferring National Award Vayoshreshtha Samman to eminent senior citizens
and institutions involved in rendering distinguished services for the cause of elderly
persons.The National Awards are conferred by the President of India.

Shyam Saran will be conferred with Japans second highest national award
Former foreign secretary Shyam Saran is to be awarded Japan's second highest
national award The Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star. He will be
awarded in 2019 Spring Imperial Decorations for his contributions to strengthen
strategic ties and enhancing mutual understanding between India and Japan.
Shyam Saran:
Saran was India's Foreign Secretary from 2004 to 2006. He had played an
important role to elevate Japan-India relationship to a strategic partnership.
During his tenure, the then Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi had
visited India for the first time in 5 years.
When he was Deputy Chief of Mission of Embassy of India in Japan he contributed
to strengthening mutual understanding between Japan and India includes India
Festival, which was held in Japan in 1988.
Since 2017, he has been enhancing mutual understanding between two countries,
such as by hosting an India-Japan Colloquium.
The Order of the Rising Sun
It is a Japanese government honour established in 1875 by Emperor Meiji. It was
the first national decoration awarded by the Japanese government. It is awarded to
those who have made distinguished achievements in international relations,
promotion of Japanese culture, advancements in their field, development in welfare
or preservation of the environment.
It consists of badge featuring rags of sunlight from the rising sun. Its design
symbolizes energy as powerful as the rising sun in parallel with the "rising
sun" concept of Japan (Land of the Rising Sun).

Indra Nooyi was presented with an honorary degree by the prestigious Yale
University
Former PepsiCo chairman and CEO Indra Nooyi was presented with an
honorary degree by the prestigious Yale University, her alma mater. The degree
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is to recognize her achievements in business and for being a global role model who
encouraged women and girls to see themselves as top corporate executives. She is
celebrated for her leadership and her commitment to helping women achieve
success.
Nooyi, She received a degree in Master of Public and Private Management from the
university's Yale School of Management in 1980, was presented with
the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters.
Nooyi was among 11 individuals to be presented with the honorary degrees for
achieving distinction in their fields.
Others who received the honorary degrees included author and feminist
activist Gloria Steinem, wildlife researcher Cynthia Moss, entrepreneur and
philanthropist Strive Masiyiwa and Harvard University president Lawrence
Bacow.
Indra Nooyi:
In 2006, Nooyi became the first woman to helm the global food and beverage
giant PepsiCo. She stepped down in October 2 last year as PepsiCo's CEO, after
24 years with the company, the last 12 as CEO of the global beverage giant.
Nooyi was recently elected to the board of Amazon, on whose audit compensation
committee she sits.She is a member of the World Economic Forum board of
trustees and of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
She is also an independent director of the International Cricket Council and chair of
the compensation committee at Schlumberger, an oilfield services company, on
whose board she serves.
One of 25 women to have led a Fortune 500 company, Nooyi has appeared
frequently on the Forbes and Fortune rankings of the world's most powerful
women.
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SPORTS
Koepka set record in the lowest 36 hole score in PGA Championship
American golfer Brooks Koepka set a record in the lowest 36-hole score in Major
golf history and seized a record seven-stroke lead after two rounds of the US PGA
Championship. Brooks Koepka now holds the18, 36 and 72-hole scoring records
for the US PGA Championship
Koepka, who set the course record with a 63 on 16th May, birdied three of the first
four holes and four of the last six on 17th May to complete the most overpowering
start even seen in Major golf.
If he does claim the Wanamaker Trophy and a $1.98 million top prize, hell be the
first man to defend US Open and PGA titles in his career and the first to own backto-back titles in two Majors at the same time. He would be the first to the defend
the PGA title since Woods in 2007.
His devastating two-day performance produced the largest halfway lead in modern
major golf history. The biggest previous 36-hole PGA lead had been Zimbabwean
Nick Price's five-shot edge in 1994. Tiger Woods missed the cut.

Rafael Nadal claimed the Italian Open 2019 title
Rafael Nadal has won a record 34th ATP Masters 1000 title by defeatingNovak
Djokovic in the Italian Open final 2019. This is his ninth Rome title.
Nadal dominated in a 6-0, 4-6, 6-1 winbroke a tie with his longtime rival Djokovic.
For his victory, Nadal received 1,000 ATP Ranking points and earned 7.5
crore.Djokovic produced an error-strewn performance in his 54th meeting with
Nadal.
After three semi-final defeats in Monte Carlo, Barcelona and Madrid, Nadal has
returned to his best form ahead of Roland Garros and clinched his first title of the
season.
Result of Italian Open 2019:
Men's Singles:
Spain Rafael Nadal
Women's Singles:
Czech Republic Karolna Plkov
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Men's Doubles:
Colombia Juan Sebastin Cabal / Colombia Robert Farah
Women's Doubles:
Belarus Victoria Azarenka / Australia Ashleigh Barty
Italian Open 2019:
The 2019 Italian Open was a professional tennis tournament played on outdoor
clay courts at the Foro Italico in Rome, Italy. It was played from 15 May-21 May
2019.
It was the 76th edition of the Italian Open and was classified as an ATP World
Tour Masters 1000 event on the 2019 ATP World Tour and a Premier 5 event on
the 2019 WTA Tour.

Anirudh and Niki won the 2019 ITF mens Futures tennis title in Uganda
Top seeds Anirudh Chandrasekar and Niki Poonacha won the 2019
International Tennis Federation (ITF) mens Futures tennis tournament title in
Kampala, Uganda.
The pair defeated Simon Carr and Ryan James Storrie and secured 6-3, 6-4.It was
the maiden international title for Anirudh, while it was fourth doubles title for
Poonacha.
The results:
$15,000 ITF men, Kampala, Uganda:
Doubles (final): Anirudh Chandrasekar & Niki Poonacha bt Simon Carr (Irl) &
Ryan James Storrie (GBr) 6-3, 6-4
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
ILFS Engineering appoints Karim Raza Khan as CEO
IL&FS Engineering and Construction Company Ltd. has appointed Kazim
Raza Khan as its chief executive officer. Mr. Khan was appointed as the manager
and key managerial personnel of the company on December 24, 2018.
Khan has an overall professional experience of over three decades in the technical
field focused on infrastructure. He will continue to be key managerial personnel of
the company.
Khan's previous experience:
Khan had joined IL&FS Transportation Networks Limited in December 2005 as
Project Manager. He was promoted as Assistant Vice President in 2007 and was
further promoted as Associate Vice President in 2010.
He was working as Senior Vice President and Regional Head of South, Central and
West India till his appointment as Manager (Key Managerial Personnel) of IL&FS
Engineering & Construction Company Limited in December 24, 2018.

Moin ul Haque appointed as Pakistans High Commissioner to India
Pakistan announced career diplomat Moin ul Haque as its new High
Commissioner to India. The appointment was formally approved by Prime
Minister Imran Khan. He is the current ambassador of Pakistan in France.
Haque replaces Sohail Mehmood. The post of High Commissioner to India fell
vacant after Sohail Mehmood was appointed Pakistan's new foreign secretary.
Pakistan has announced new ambassadors to 18 countries including China,
Japan, and Brussels.The decision came after a detailed meeting with Prime
Minister Khan, who formally approved the new appointments.
Other appointments:
In Beijing, Naghmana Hashmi will replace Masood Khalid, the incumbent envoy
to China, after completion of his tenure. Additional Secretary Imtiaz Ahmad has
been appointed Ambassador to Japan, while Zaheer Janjua, currently serving as
additional secretary in Europe, will look after the Pakistani mission in Brussels.
Sarfaraz Ahmad was appointed as ambassador to Sudan, Imran Haider as
ambassador in Tajikistan, Major General Abdul Aziz Tariq in Brunei and Major
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General Muhammad Khalid Rao in Bosnia Herzegovina.
Ambassador in Kuwait Ghulam Dastagir will replace Muazzam Ali Khan
in Abu Dhabi, while Qazi Khalilullah, serving as ambassador in Russia, was
being given an extension of six months.
The newly-appointed ambassadors and consul generals will play a pivotal in
promoting the soft image of Pakistan and will adopt the best behaviour with
Pakistani community living abroad.
Note:
Ambassador:An ambassador is an accredited diplomat sent by a state as its
permanent representative in a foreign country.

Jagan Mohan Reddy To Be Sworn In As CM of Andhra Pradesh
YSR Congress Chief Jagan Mohan Reddy sworn in as chief minister of Andhra
Pradesh on 30th of May at Vijayawada.
Mr Jagan Mohan Reddy announced this following his party achieving inching
towards a landslide victory in the legislative elections for Andhra Pradesh
Legislative assembly.
He will replace N Chandrababu Naidu who resides as Andhra Pradesh CM
About YSR Congress Party
President: Y. S. Jaganmohan Reddy
Founded:12 March 2011
Headquarters: Vijayawada
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IMPORTANT DAYS
May 21 is observed as Anti Terrorism day in India
Every year May 21 is observed as Anti-Terrorism day in India. The day is
observed in the memory of former Indian PM Mr. Rajiv Gandhi who passed
away on this day. Former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated at an
election rally near Chennai by a suicide bomber from the LTTE on 21 May
1991. On this day the Centre intends to spread awareness among the people about
the danger of terrorism and violence and its effect on the people, society and the
country as a whole.
The Ministry of Home Affairs requested all Varsities and affiliated colleges to
observe the day. The objective behind the observance of Anti-Terrorism Day is to
wean away the people from terrorism and violence. Its motive is to promote
unity, peace and harmony across the nation.
The Purpose of observing World Anti-Terrorism Day is:
To spread the message of global peace and non-violence
Deter vulnerable youth from following cult practices and being misguided
Commemorate and honor the sacrifices made by thousands of soldiers who
battled against terrorism
Pay homage to the victims who lost their lives in terrorist attacks
Device ways and hold awareness programs to protect future generations
radicalterrorism
influence.pledge is taken in all government offices, PSU and in
On thisfrom
day Antiother public organisations. Events like debates, discussions, symposiums, seminars
lectures will be held in schools, colleges and in universities on dangers of terrorism.

World Biodiversity Day is observed on 22 May
The International Day for Biological Diversity (or World Biodiversity Day) is
a United Nations-sanctioned international day to increase understanding and
awareness of biodiversity issues. The day is observed on May 22 every year. The
theme for 2019 is 2019 - Our Biodiversity, Our Food, Our Health.
Biological Diversity falls within the scope of the UN Post-2015 Development
Agenda's Sustainable Development Goals. Agrobiodiversity and its potential to
support human nutrition and good health is a critical component of the global
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sustainability agenda. The critical role of biodiversity in sustainable development
was recognized in a Rio+20 outcome document, The World We Want: A Future
for All.
Theme 2019:Our Biodiversity, Our Food, Our Health:
This years International Day for Biological Diversity focuses on biodiversity as
the foundation for our food and health and as a key catalyst to transforming food
systems and improving human well-being.
The theme aims to leverage knowledge and spread awareness of the dependency of
our food systems, nutrition, and health on biodiversity and healthy ecosystems. The
theme also celebrates the diversity provided by our natural systems for human
existence and well-being on Earth, while contributing to other Sustainable
Development Goals, including climate change mitigation and adaptation,
ecosystems restoration, cleaner water, and zero hunger, among others.
To conserve and sustainably use biodiversity for the well-being, every individual
need to:
Reduce meat consumption
Eat and purchase seasonal foods
Buy local foods
Reduce food waste
Compost food scraps
Reduce food packaging by using reusable bags or reusing glass jars or
containers
Avoid single-use plastics like plastic straws, coffee cups, plastic cutlery, take
out containers or plastic water bottles
Promote local and indigenous biodiversity for food and nutrition

World Tortoise Day is observed on 23rd May
World turtle day is observed on 23rd May. It is sponsored yearly since 2000 by
American Tortoise Rescue. The aim is to bring attention to, and increase
knowledge of and respect for, turtles and tortoises, and encourage human action to
help them survive and thrive. This year the day spotlights on freshwater turtles.
The herpetologists, one whostudies about amphibians and reptiles, have launched a
unique initiative to gather more information about Indias freshwater turtles and
tortoises.
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In India:
The India Biodiversity Portal has initiated a Turtle Spotting Week as part of a
unique exercise to document the creatures across India. The week began on 17th
May and ends on 23rd May 2019.
There are at least 28 species of freshwater turtles which can be spotted across the
country and we felt that not enough attention was being given to them. Research
and conservation activities in particular are limited and we wanted to encourage
more people to document their findings.

UN celebrated May 23 as an International Day to End Obstetric Fistula
United Nations celebrated May 23 as an International Day to End Obstetric
Fistula (IDEOF). In 2003, the United Nations Population Fund (UNPF),
formerly known as the United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA)
and its partners had launched a global campaign to End Obstetric Fistula.
The theme for 2019 is Fistula is a human rights violation, end it now. In 2012,
United Nations announced to celebrate May 23 as International Day to End
Obstetric Fistula every year starting from 2013.
Obstetric fistula:
An obstetric fistula is a hole between the vagina and rectum or bladder that is
caused by prolonged obstructed labor, leaving a woman incontinent of urine or
feces or both.
Obstructed labor means, labor that goes unattended, the labor can last up to six or
seven days.
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AGREEMENTS, MOU
Assam Rifles signed the charter of affiliation with the Indian Coast Guard
In a first, the Assam Rifles (AR) signed the charter of affiliation with the Indian
Coast Guard to enhance inter-forces cooperation and interoperability. It is a
permanent affiliation of Assam Rifles with the Coast Guards.
The charter of affiliation was signed by the Director General (DG) of the Indian
Coast Guard, Rajendra Singh and DG, Assam Rifles Lt Gen Sukhdeep
Sangwan on 22 May 2019.
Main Objective:
The objective of the affiliation is to promote bilateral cooperation between the two
Services and contribute to joint capacity for training, sports, adventure, and
sustainable development.
The affiliation includes:
The training will involve the exchange of information and personnel of the two
Forces and building camaraderie. The two will work together in humanitarian
missions and other areas.
A combat battalion of Assam Rifles will soon be training onboard ICGS Shaurya
(16), an offshore patrol vessel in Chennai.
In due course of time, arrangements will be made for the exchange of personnel
including those with an understanding of Land Border Management (LBM) with
Assam Rifles battalions.
Over-Seas Deployment (OSD) of AR personnel on board an ICG ship, bilateral
meetings between the two forces, and participation of experts from both sides in
such meetings.

Department of Biotechnology signed MoU with DAE on cancer research
Two departments under the Government of India, Department of Biotechnology
(DBT) and Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) for supporting joint collaborative research programmes in
the area of Cancer.The MOU was signed by Dr. Renu Swarup, Secretary DBT and
Shri K N Vyas, Secretary DAE.
The MOU aims to help build different initiatives in the field of cancer like
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strategizing and prioritizing.
MoU shall help strengthen various initiatives mandatorily for cancer by:
1. Strategizing and prioritizing cancer research.
2. Developing new and affordable technologies.
3. Jointly designing and funding clinical trials.
4. Coordinating and collaborating for translational research, interventions, training
of manpower and infrastructure development.
Department of Biotechnology (DBT):
Formed on: 1986
Headquarters: New Delhi
Secretary: Dr. Renu Swarup
Affiliated with: Ministry of Science and Technology
The Ministry is responsible for administrating development and commercialization
in the field of modern biology and biotechnology in India.
Department of Atomic Energy (DAE):
Formed on: 3 August 1954
Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra, India
Minister responsible: Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India
Deputy Minister responsible: Dr. Jitendra Singh, Minister of State for PM's
Office
Secretary and Chairman: Dr. K.N.Vyas
Parent Department: Prime Minister's Office
DAE is engaged in the development of nuclear power technology, applications of
radiation technologies in the fields of agriculture, medicine, industry and basic
research.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) India's forex reserves comprise of ________.
A.Foreign Currency Assets (FCAs)
B.Special Drawing Rights (SDRs)
C.Gold reserves
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation India's forex reserves comprise of Foreign Currency Assets (FCAs), gold reserves,
Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) and India's reserve position with the International Monetary
Fund (IMF).

2) Who was awarded the John F Kennedy Profile in Courage Award 2019?
A.Gabrielle Giffords
B.Gerald Ford
C.John Lewis
D.Nancy Pelosi

Answer D
Explanation The USA's House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi was honoured with
2019 John F Kennedy Profile in Courage Award. She has served in House of Representatives
since 1987.

3) The previous record on lowest 36-hole in the US PGA Championship was
held by _________.
A.Tiger Woods
B.Nick Price
C.Alexander Zverev
D.Jordan Spieth

Answer B
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Explanation The previous record on lowest 36-hole in the US PGA Championship was held by
Zimbabwean Nick Price's five-shot edge in 1994.

4) Who recently set record on lowest 36-hole in the US PGA Championship?
A.Tiger Woods
B.Nick Price
C.Brooks Koepka
D.Jordan Spieth

Answer C
Explanation American golfer Brooks Koepka completed the lowest 36-hole showing in Major
golf history and set a record seven-stroke lead after two rounds of the US PGA Championship.
Brooks Koepka now holds the 18, 36 and 72-hole scoring records for the US PGA Championship.

5) Who won the Women's Singles Italian Open 2019 title?
A.Karolna Plkov
B.Victoria Azarenka
C.Ashleigh Barty
D.Caroline Wozniacki

Answer A
Explanation Karolna Plkov won the Women's Singles Italian Open 2019 title.

6) Who won the Italian Open 2019 title?
A.Novak Djokovic
B.Rafael Nadal
C.Andy Murray
D.John McEnroe

Answer B
Explanation Rafael Nadal has won a record 34th ATP Masters 1000 title with a victory over
Novak Djokovic in the Italian Open final 2019. He clinched his ninth Rome title. Nadal
dominated in a 6-0, 4-6, 6-1 win, claiming a record 34th ATP Masters 1000 title, breaking tie
with longtime rival Djokovic. For his victory, Nadal received 1,000 ATP Ranking points and
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earned 7.5 crore.

7) The Anti-Terrorism day is to mark the _________.
A.assasination of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
B.1998 Coimbatore bombings
C.25 August 2003 Mumbai bombings
D.assasination of Mahatma Gandhi in 1948

Answer A
Explanation Every year May 21 is observed as Anti-Terrorism day in India. The day is observed
in the memory of former Indian PM Mr. Rajiv Gandhi who passed away on this day. Former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated at an election rally near Chennai by a suicide
bomber from the LTTE on 21 May 1991.

8) When is the Anti-Terrorism day observed in India?
A.May 5
B.May 8
C.May 21
D.May 30

Answer C
Explanation Every year May 21 is observed as Anti-Terrorism day in India. The day is observed
in the memory of former Indian PM Mr. Rajiv Gandhi who passed away on this day.

9) Which charity entered the Guinness Book of World Records for its hunger
relief efforts?
A.United Methodist Committee on Relief
B.PCT Humanity
C.GiveIndia Charity
D.Saint Camillus Foundation

Answer B
Explanation PCT Humanity, a charity run by an Indian, in the UAE has entered the Guinness
Book of World Records for its hunger relief efforts during the holy month of Ramzan in Abu
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Dhabi. The charity set the new Guinness World Records for Longest Line of Hunger Relief
Package in Abu Dhabi.

10) Which Country got its approval from US to buy 94 SM-2 missiles for $314
million?
A.North Korea
B.South Korea
C.India
D.China

Answer B
Explanation The U.S. State Department has cleared $314 million in possible sales of air defense
missiles to South Korea as tensions re-emerge on the Korean peninsula. South Korea is to buy up
to 94 SM-2 missiles used by ships against air threats, along with 12 guidance systems and
technical assistance for a total cost of $313.9 million.

11) When did the Sri Lankan civil war happen?
A.23 July 1975 18 May 2000
B.23 July 1980 18 May 2011
C.23 July 1983 18 May 2009
D.23 July 1987 18 May 2012

Answer C
Explanation The Sri Lankan Civil War was an armed conflict fought on the island of Sri Lanka.
It began on 23rd July 1983 and ended on 18 May 2009. Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE),an intermittent insurgency against the government, fought to create an independent Tamil
state called Tamil Eelam in the north and the east of the island. The Sri Lankan military defeated
the Tamil Tigers in May 2009, bringing the civil war to an end.

12) The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) has reduced the
prices of 9 non-scheduled cancer medicines up to ________.
A.50%
B.63%
C.76%
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D.87%

Answer D
Explanation The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), Indias drug pricing
regulator, has reduced the prices of 9 non-scheduled cancer drugs by up to 87%. This decision is
in continuation of nodal agency's efforts to bring down drugs prices.

13) Under which Ministry does the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority
(NPPA) function?
A.Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
B.Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers
C.Ministry of Food Processing Industries
D.Ministry of Medical Science and Pharmaceuticals

Answer B
Explanation National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) functions under the Ministry of
Chemicals & Fertilizers.

14) Who is appointed as Pakistan's High Commissioner to India?
A.Masood Khalid
B.Sohail Mehmood
C.Zaheer Janjua
D.Moin ul Haque

Answer D
Explanation Pakistan announced career diplomat Moin ul Haque as its new High Commissioner
to India. The appointment was formally approved by Prime Minister Imran Khan. He is the
current ambassador of Pakistan in France. Haque replaces Sohail Mehmood.

15) Who has been re-elected as the President of Indonesia?
A.Joko Widodo
B.Sandiaga Uno
C.Ma'ruf Amin
D.Prabowo Subianto
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Answer A
Explanation Indonesias Joko Widodo has been re-elected as President of the country. He beat his
rival Prabowo Subianto, a retired general. Widodo and his vice-presidential running mate Maruf
Amin won the election by a 55.5% to 44.5% margin over Prabowo Subianto and Sandiaga Uno.

16) Who won the 2019 ITF mens Futures tennis title?
A.Simon Carr and Ryan James Storrie
B.Anirudh Chandrasekar and Niki Poonacha
C.Yuvan Nandal and Max Batutenko
D.Muthu Aadhitiya and Ranjeet Virali

Answer B
Explanation Top seeds Anirudh Chandrasekar and Niki Poonacha won the 2019 International
Tennis Federation (ITF) mens Futures tennis tournament title in Kampala, Uganda.

17) RISAT-2B will replace ________.
A.RISAT-1
B.RISAT-1B
C.RISAT-2
D.RISAT-2A

Answer C
Explanation RISAT-2B would replace the RISAT-2, which was successfully launched in 2009.
The RISAT-2B (Radar Imaging Satellite-2B) is meant for application in fields such as
surveillance, agriculture, forestry, and disaster management support. It has a mission life of five
years. It can also be used for military surveillance.

18) ISRO launched PSLV-C46 carrying earth observation satellite ________
on its 48th mission.
A.EMISAT-2B
B.Kalamsat V2
C.Kalamsat V1
D.RISAT-2B
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Answer D
Explanation ISRO launched Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C46) from the first launch
pad of the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota on its 48th mission, carrying RISAT-2B on
22nd May. The earth observation satellite RISAT-2B is capable of observing Earth during the
day, night and even under rainy and cloudy conditions.

19) _________ signed a defence contract worth 300 crore with the Indian
Navy.
A.Tech Mahindra
B.TATA
C.Larsen & Toubro
D.Reliance Industries Limited (RIL)

Answer A
Explanation Tech Mahindra has signed a defence contract worth Rs.300 crore with Indian Navy.
This contract is its biggest agreement till date. The IT major will implement RFID-based access
control system across all naval bases and ships as part of 'Armed Forces Secure Access Card
(AFSAC)' Project.

20) What is the 2019 theme for the International Day for Biological Diversity?
A.Our Biodiversity, Our Food, Our Health
B.Celebrating 25 Years of Action for Biodiversity
C.Biodiversity and Sustainable Tourism
D.Mainstreaming Biodiversity; Sustaining People and their Livelihoods

Answer A
Explanation The International Day for Biological Diversity (or World Biodiversity Day) is a
United Nationssanctioned international day to increase understanding and awareness of
biodiversity issues. The day is observed on May 22 every year. The theme for 2019 is 2019 - Our
Biodiversity, Our Food, Our Health.

21) When is the International Day for Biological Diversity observed?
A.May 6
B.April 30
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C.May 22
D.June 5

Answer C
Explanation The International Day for Biological Diversity (or World Biodiversity Day) is a
United Nationssanctioned international day to increase understanding and awareness of
biodiversity issues. The day is observed on May 22 every year. The theme for 2019 is 2019 - Our
Biodiversity, Our Food, Our Health.

22) Which company became India's biggest company by revenue?
A.SAIL
B.OIL
C.ONGC
D.Reliance Industries

Answer D
Explanation Mukesh Ambani's oil-to-telecom conglomerate Reliance Industries Limited (RIL)
has toppled State-owned Indian Oil Corp. (IOC) to become the countrys biggest company by
revenue.

23) Which article of Indian Constitution gives power to the President of India
to promulgate ordinance?
A.Article 239
B.Article 293
C.Article 231
D.Article 123

Answer D
Explanation Ordinance is a decree or law promulgated by a state or national government without
the consent of the legislature. Article 123 of the Constitution of India grants the President certain
law-making powers to promulgate ordinances when either of the two Houses of Parliament is not
in session. Ordinances cease to operate either if Parliament does not approve of them within six
weeks of reassembly, or if disapproving resolutions are passed by both Houses.

24) Which article of Indian Constitution gives power to the governor of a State
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to promulgate ordinance?
A.Article 239
B.Article 293
C.Article 213
D.Article 123

Answer C
Explanation Ordinance is a decree or law promulgated by a state or national government without
the consent of the legislature.The governor of a state can also issue ordinances under Article 213,
when the state legislative assembly is not in session. Ordinances cease to operate either if
Parliament/State assembly does not approve of them within six weeks of reassembly, or if
disapproving resolutions are passed by both Houses.

25) Which State recently promulgated ordinance for SEBC quota in PG
medical education?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Maharashtra
D.Telangana

Answer C
Explanation Maharashtra Governor C.Vidyasagar Rao signed an ordinance promulgated by the
state government that upholds admissions given to Social and Educationally Backward Classes
(SEBCs) under the Maratha quota in postgraduate medical and dental courses in the State.

26) IMCOR is a coordinated patrol between ________.
A.India and Monaco
B.India and Malawi
C.India and Maldives
D.India and Myanmar

Answer D
Explanation The 2019 Indo-Myanmar coordinated patrol (IMCOR) is taking place from 20 May
to 28 May 2019. This is the 8th edition of the coordinated patrol (CORPAT) between India and
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Myanmar.

27) MCA 21 is one of the 31 Mision Mode Projects of the ________.
A.Digital India
B.NITI Aayog 2021 plan
C.National e-Governance Plan
D.RBI's digital payment vision

Answer C
Explanation Mission Mode Project (MCA21) is the e-governance initiative from the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs, Government of India. It is one of the 31 Mision Mode Projects of the National
e-Governance Plan. MCA 21 system was started in 2006.

28) Which Ministry plans to introduce an Artificial Intelligence (AI) system in
the MCA 21 portal?
A.Ministry of Electronic and Information Technology
B.Ministry of Corporate affairs
C.Ministry of Home Affairs
D.Ministry of Finance

Answer B
Explanation The Ministry of Corporate affairs plans to introduce an Artificial Intelligence (AI)
system in the MCA 21 portal. The introduction seeks to make the compliance process easier as
well as ensure routine enforcement activities are done on autopilot basis. It will be introduced
when Ministry will roll out Version 3 of the MCA 21.

29) Which Indian female enterprenuer, an alma mater of Yale University,
received an honorary degree by the prestigious Yale University?
A.Indra Nooyi
B.Indu Jain
C.Kiran Mazumdar Shaw
D.Vandana Luthra

Answer A
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Explanation Former PepsiCo chairman and CEO Indra Nooyi was presented with an honorary
degree by the prestigious Yale University, her alma mater. The degree is to recognize her
achievements in business and for being a global role model who encouraged women and girls to
see themselves as top corporate executives.

30) How many species of freshwater turtles are there in India?
A.20
B.25
C.28
D.36

Answer C
Explanation India is home to 28 species of non-marine Chelonians, of which 54% are listed as
Threatened in the IUCN Red List.

31) When is the World turtle day observed?
A.1st May
B.12th May
C.23rd May
D.1st June

Answer C
Explanation World turtle day is observed on 23rd May. It is sponsored yearly since 2000 by
American Tortoise Rescue. The aim is to bring attention to, and increase knowledge of and
respect for, turtles and tortoises, and encourage human action to help them survive and thrive.
This year the day spotlights on freshwater turtles.

32) Which Country launched the Gold card visa scheme for expatriates?
A.US
B.Pakistan
C.UAE
D.Saudi Arabia

Answer C
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Explanation The UAE has launched a Golden Card visa scheme, a permanent residency scheme,
for expatriates. The announcement was made by the countrys Vice President and Prime Minister
and Ruler of Dubai.

33) Who conferred Japan's second highest national award The Order of the
Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star?
A.Ranjan Mathai
B.S. M. Krishna
C.Vijay Keshav Gokhale
D.Shyam Saran

Answer D
Explanation Former foreign secretary Shyam Saran is to be awarded Japan's second highest
national award The Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star. He will be awarded in 2019
Spring Imperial Decorations for his contributions to strengthen strategic ties and enhancing
mutual understanding between India and Japan.

34) Who is the country's first woman fighter to undertake to missions by day
on a fighter aircraft in the IAF?
A.Flight Lieutenant Mohana Singh
B.Flight Lieutenant Bhawana Kanth
C.Flight Lieutenant Avani Chaturvedi
D.Flight Lieutenant Shivika Khurana

Answer B
Explanation Flight Lieutenant Bhawana Kanth has become the country's first woman fighter be
qualified to undertake to missions by day on a fighter aircraft in the IAF. This comes after she
completed her day operational syllabus as a fighter pilot on the MiG-21 Bison supersonic aircraft
at the Nal airbase in Bikaner.

35) Mach 2.8 is nearly _______ times faster than that of sound.
A.3
B.2
C.5
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D.7

Answer A
Explanation Mach 2.8 is nearly 3 times faster than that of sound.

36) When did the IAF set the record to have successfully fired an air-launched
2.8 Mach surface attack missile?
A.2012
B.2014
C.2016
D.2017

Answer D
Explanation The IAF became the first air force in the world to have successfully fired an airlaunched 2.8 Mach surface attack missile of this category on a sea target on November 22, 2017.

37) The supersonic BrahMos cruise missile was fired from a ______.
A.MiG-27 fighter aircraft
B.MiG-30 fighter aircraft
C.Su-30 MKI fighter aircraft
D.Su-40 MKI fighter aircraft

Answer C
Explanation The Indian Air Force (IAF) successfully test fired the aerial version of the
supersonic BrahMos cruise missile from a Su-30 MKI fighter aircraft at the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands.

38) Recently the IAF test fired supersonic BrahMos cruise missile. What is the
speed of the cruise missile?
A.Mach 1
B.Mach 1.6
C.Mach 2
D.Mach 2.8
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Answer D
Explanation The Indian Air Force (IAF) successfully test fired the aerial version of the
supersonic BrahMos cruise missile from a Su-30 MKI fighter aircraft at the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands.

39) Amazon is likely to get the ________ domain name.
A._amaze
B.@amazon
C..amazon
D.#amaze

Answer C
Explanation Jeff Bezos-led Amazon has bagged a seven-year dispute over the '.amazon' domain
name from the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN).

40) Assam Rifles signed the charter of affiliation with the _________ to
enhance inter-forces cooperation.
A.Indian Navy
B.Indian Coast Guard
C.Border Security Force
D.Central Reserve Police Force

Answer B
Explanation In a first, the Assam Rifles (AR) signed the charter of affiliation with the Indian
Coast Guard to enhance inter-forces cooperation and interoperability. It is a permanent affiliation
of Assam Rifles with the Coast Guards.

41) Which is the high-albedo ice-covered basin on Pluto?
A.Ultima Thule
B.Sputnik Planitia
C.Phobos
D.Deimos

Answer B
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Explanation Sputnik Planitia, originally Sputnik Planum, is a high-albedo ice-covered basin on
Pluto, about 1,050 by 800 km in size, named after Earth's first artificial satellite.

42) What is the theme of 2019 International Day to End Obstetric Fistula?
A.Fistula-Treat and Live!
B.Fistula is a human rights violation, end it now
C.Women's right to care her
D.No theme

Answer B
Explanation United Nations celebrated May 23 as an International Day to End Obstetric Fistula
(IDEOF). The theme for 2019 is Fistula is a human rights violation, end it now.

43) International Day to End Obstetric Fistula is observed on ________.
A.2nd May
B.23rd May
C.25th May
D.26th May

Answer B
Explanation United Nations celebrated May 23 as an International Day to End Obstetric Fistula
(IDEOF). The theme for 2019 is Fistula is a human rights violation, end it now.

44) What are the 2 departments under the Government of India signed
recently for joint collaboration on cancer research?
A.Dept. of Biotechnology (DBT) and Dept. of Atomic Energy (DAE)
B.Dept. of Science & Tech (DoS) and Dept. of Research and Education (DRE)
C.Dept. of of Science and Technology (DST) and Dept. of Research for diseases (DoR)
D.Dept. of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR) and Dept. of Biotechnology(DBT)

Answer A
Explanation Two departments under the Government of India, Department of Biotechnology
(DBT) and Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) for supporting joint collaborative research programs in the area of Cancer.
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45) Who sworn in as the 6th President of Ukraine?
A.Petro Poroshenko
B.Oleksandr Solovyev
C.Yurii Karmazin
D.Volodymyr Zelensky

Answer D
Explanation Ukrainian TV star Volodymyr Zelensky, won the presidency election in April 2019
and sworn in as 6th President of Ukraine recently. He succeeded Petro Poroshenko. According
the Central Election Commission, Zelensky won the second round with 73.22% of the votes. He
became Ukraine's youngest post-Soviet President.

46) RBI is to create ________ to strengthen the supervision and regulation of
commercial banks, urban cooperative banks and NBFCs.
A.specialized supervisory and regulatory cadre
B.Governor Shaktikanta Das commission
C.risk-management advisory board
D.medium-term advisory board

Answer A
Explanation The central board of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) approved creating a specialized
supervisory and regulatory structure for commercial banks, urban cooperative banks and nonbanking financial companies (NBFCs).

47) The 2019 LS election in which the BJP won with an absolute majority was
_______ Lok Sabha election.
A.15th
B.16th
C.17th
D.18th

Answer C
Explanation The 2019 Indian general election was held in seven phases from 11 April to 19 May
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2019 to constitute the 17th Lok Sabha. The counting of votes took place on 23 May, and on the
same day the results were declared. About 900 million Indian citizens were eligible to vote in one
of the seven phases depending on the region. BJP got an absolute majority bagging 303-seat mark
in the 543-member Lok Sabha.

48) How many Lok Sabha seats won by BJP, to become the second political
party in Indian history to come back to power?
A.278
B.292
C.303
D.316

Answer C
Explanation The 2019 Indian general election was held in seven phases from 11 April to 19 May
2019 to constitute the 17th Lok Sabha. The counting of votes took place on 23 May, and on the
same day the results were declared. About 900 million Indian citizens were eligible to vote in one
of the seven phases depending on the region. BJP got an absolute majority bagging 303-seat mark
in the 543-member Lok Sabha.

49) What is the maximum possible strength of the judges of Supreme Court?
A.28
B.29
C.30
D.31

Answer D
Explanation The maximum possible strength of the judges of Supreme Court is 31.

50) What are the Countries partcipating in the Pacific Vanguard naval
exercise?
A.United States, China, South Korea, and Canada
B.UK, Korea, South Korea, and Australia
C.United States, Japan, South Korea, and Australia
D.India, Japan, Russia, and Australia
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Answer C
Explanation The United States, Japan, South Korea, and Australia have kicked off first-of-itskind naval drills near Guam on May 23.

51) Under which Article did Delhi High Court has ruled that the United
Nations is not a State?
A.Article 12
B.Article 118
C.Article 123
D.Article 28

Answer A
Explanation The Delhi High Court has ruled that the United Nations is not a State under Article
12 of the Constitution of India.

52) Vice President Venkaiah Naidu has called for protecting _______ cattle
breed.
A.Hariana
B.Ponwar
C.Sunaadini
D.Ongole

Answer D
Explanation Vice President of India, M. Venkaiah Naidu has called for protecting Ongole cattle
breed on May 20, 2019. Vice President Venkaiah Naidu released a compendium on Ongole breed
of cattle at Vijayawada recently. He also stressed that cattle wealth was national wealth.

53) Shaheen-II is an ______ nuclear-capable ballistic missile.
A.short
B.medium
C.long
D.very short
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Answer B
Explanation Shaheen-II is an intermediate-range nuclear-capable ballistic missile.

54) Which Country successfully test fired Shaheen-II?
A.India
B.Afghanistan
C.Pakistan
D.China

Answer C
Explanation Pakistan has successfully test-fired a land-based ballistic missile named 'Shaheen-II'
on 21st May 2019. The impact point of the missile was in the Arabian Sea.

55) _______ flagged off the shipment of India's largest liquid Hydrogen
storage tank.
A.DRDO
B.ISRO
C.SAIL
D.HAL

Answer B
Explanation Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) Secretary, DOS & Chairman, Dr.K
Sivan, flagged off the shipment of Indias largest liquid Hydrogen storage tank at VRV Asia
Pacific production plant at Sri City in Chittoor district.

56) NGT recently ordered _________ to furnish fresh details on green cover.
A.Delhi govt
B.Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation
C.National Highways Authority of India
D.None of these

Answer C
Explanation The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) informed the National Green
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Tribunal (NGT) that around 1 crore trees have been planted across the country along highways in
the past three years to maintain ecology and environmental balance.
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