.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 13 - May 19, 2019)

Table of Contents
1. BANKING & FINANCE

3

2. INTERNATIONAL

7

3. INDIAN AFFAIRS

14

4. SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

21

5. DEFENCE

24

6. SPORTS

30

7. OBITUARY

34

8. SUMMITS & CONFERENCE

35

9. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN

37

10. IMPORTANT DAYS

39

11. QUIZ CORNER

44

12. USEFUL LINKS

68

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 13 - May 19, 2019)

BANKING & FINANCE
RBI proposed mobile app to aid the visually impaired to identify currency
notes
The Reserve Bank of India proposes to come out with a mobile application to aid
visually impaired persons in identifying Indian currency notes. At present,
banknotes in the denominations of Rs.10, 20, 50, 100, 200, 500 and 2,000 are in
circulation, besides Re 1 notes issued by the Government of India.
Intaglio printing based identification marks for helping the visually challenged in
the identification of denomination of banknotes are present in notes of Rs.100 and
above. The RBI has solicited bids from technology firms for developing the mobile
application.
Around 80 lakh people are likely to benefit by this initiative of RBI.
Features of the app as per RBI guidelines:
The application should be able to identify the denomination of legal tender
banknotes of Mahatma Gandhi Series and Mahatma Gandhi (New) series by
capturing the image of the notes placed in front of the mobile camera or scrolled
across it.
The mobile application should be searchable via voice option in all app stores. The
mobile application should be able to identify the banknote denomination in 2
seconds or less.It shall provide multilingual support as well as audio notification.
RBI's initiation:
In June 2018 RBI had declared that it would explore the feasibility of developing a
suitable device or mechanism for aiding the visually impaired in the identification
of Indian banknotes.

Allahabad Bank reduced 0.05% points in benchmark lending rate
State-owned Allahabad Bank announced a reduction in benchmark lending rate by
0.05 percentage points across various tenors. The marginal cost of funds-based
lending rate (MCLR) for aone-year loan has been reduced to 8.60% from 8.65%
effective May 14.
Most of the loans including housing loans are benchmarked against MCLR for one
year.
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Revised MCLR:
1 month: 8.20%
3 months: 8.40%
6 months: 8.45%
MCLR:
The marginal cost of funds based lending rate (MCLR) refers to the minimum
interest rate of a bank below which it cannot lend, except in some cases allowed by
the RBI.It is an internal benchmark or reference rate for the bank.
Allahabad Bank:
Type: Public
Founded: 24 April 1865
Headquarters: Kolkata, India
MD & CEO: S. S. Mallikarjuna Rao
It is the oldest joint stock bank in India

RBI imposes fine of Rs.1 crore on Nainital Bank
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a monetary penalty of 1 crore on
Nainital Bank for its failure to fully automate the non-performing asset (NPA)
identification process, despite specific directions issued in this regard. The penalty
was imposed under the provisions of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949.
This action is based on the deficiencies in regulatory complianceand is not
intended to pronounce upon the validity of any transaction or agreement entered
into by the bank with its customers.
Banking Regulation Act, 1949:
Itis a legislation in India that regulates all banking firms in India.
The Act gives the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) the power to:
license banks
have regulation over shareholding and voting rights of shareholders
supervise the appointment of the boards and management
regulate the operations of banks
lay down instructions for audits
control moratorium, mergers and liquidation
issue directives in the interests of public good and on banking policy
impose penalties
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Nainital Bank:
Founded on: 1922
Headquarters: Nainital, Uttarakhand, India
MD & CEO: Dinesh Pant
Parent: Bank of Baroda
It is a scheduled commercial bank. The bank has over 139 branches in Rajasthan,
Delhi and Haryana. It has expanded to Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

RBI mandated Chief Risk Officers for all NBFCs
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has mandated all the Non-Banking Financial
Company's (NBFC) with a size of over Rs.5,000 crore to appoint Chief Risk
Officers (CROs) with clearly specified roles and responsibilities. RBI said that
with the increasing role of NBFCs in direct credit intermediation, there is a need for
NBFCs to augment risk management practices.
RBIs move comes in the wake of ongoing rating downgrades of non-banks which
has raised fears of another liquidity crisis.
CRO guidelines by RBI:
The CRO shall be a senior official in the hierarchy of an NBFC (nonbanking finance company).
They will possess adequate professional qualification/experience in the
area of risk management.
The CRO will be appointed for a fixed tenure with the approval of the
board.
Removal or transfer will need the boards approval and has to be reported to
the regulator.
The CRO shall have direct reporting lines to the MD & CEO/ Risk
Management Committee (RMC) of the Board.
In case the CRO reports to the MD & CEO, the RMC/ Board shall meet the
CRO without the presence of the MD & CEO, at least on a quarterly basis.
Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC):
NBFC is a company registered under the Companies Act, 1956 of India. It is
engaged in the business of loans and advances, acquisition of shares, stock,
bonds, hire-purchase insurance business or chit-fund business.
It does not include any institution whose principal business includes agriculture,
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industrial activity or the sale, purchase or construction of immovable property.
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INTERNATIONAL
Facebook selected London as the center to develop WhatsApps mobile
payment service
Facebook confirmed that it has selected London as the center to launch WhatsApp
Pay.
The main reason to choose London than US City is because WhatsApp is widely
used in UK and London is considered as a Hub for Fintech.
WhatsApp currently has 1.5 billion users globally, out of which, more than 200
million users are in India.
In the process of launching this new feature, WhatsApp will hire nearly 100 new
software engineers in London and additional staff would be hired in Dublin.
In April, the Reserve Bank of India issued a circular with regard to data localization
policy for payment system providers.
Facebook assured the Supreme Court that it would adhere to the RBIs data
localization norms before the launch of the full payments service in India.
About Facebook:
Headquarters: Menlo Park, California, United States
Founded: February 4, 2004
CEO: Mark Zuckerberg
About WhatsApp:
Headquarters: Menlo Park, California, United States
Founded: 2009
Parent Organization: Facebook

Japan raises complaint at WTO about Indias mobile import duties
Japan raised a complaint at the World Trade Organization about Indias duties on
mobile phones,base stations and routers, and the circuit boards and other
components that go into them.
Japan's Complaint:
The complaint said that India had sought to foster domestic production by
adjusting various taxes including customs duties, especially since it launched the
Make in India campaign in September 2014.
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It also said that Indias WTO membership terms specified that the import tariff on
all the disputed goods was zero percent, but India applied a 20% tariff to mobile
phones and base stations, and tariffs of 10%, 15% and 20% on the other
products.
Under WTO rules, India has 60 days to settle the dispute, but after that Japan could
ask the WTO to set up an adjudication panel to say whether Indias tariffs break
the rules.
Trade data by ITC:
International Trade Centre's, a U.N.-WTO joint venture, trade data showed
Japan accounted for a tiny proportion of Indias mobile phone imports, valued at
$53 million in 2011 and $43 million in 2012, but less than $2 million in all other
years in the past decade.
The report also said that Indias mobile phone imports are dominated by
China, although its appetite for foreign phones has shrunk fast, with total imports
sliding from a 2014 peak of $7.1 billion to below $1.5 billion in 2018.
Indias imports of switchers and routers, totalling $5.7 billion in 2018, were
dominated by China and Vietnam, while imports from Japan were worth $52
million, less than 1 percent of the Indian import market.
World Trade Organization (WTO):
Formed on: 1 January 1995
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
Director-General: Roberto Azevdo
Membership: 164 member states
Official language: English, French, Spanish
It is an International trade organization.It is responsible for the regulation of
international trade between nations.

Pak. plans to create the new South Punjab province by bifurcating Punjab
The Pakistan government plans to create the new South Punjab
province by bifurcating Punjab and would move a bill in the National Assembly.
Punjab is Pakistan's second largest province by area after Balochistan. It is also
the most populated province and politically influential.
The South Punjab province will comprise Multan, Bahawalpur and Dera Ghazi
Khan districts. The Punjab Assembly seats will be reduced to 251 from the
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current 371 while 120 seats have been proposed for the South Punjab Assembly
in the bill.
Certain constitutional amendments have to be passed for the formation of the new
South Punjab province. The region will turn into a province when amendments
to Articles 59, 51, 1, 106, 158 and 218 of the Constitution are passed.
The word 'South Punjab' in the first paragraph of Article 1 will be inducted, and
the territories that will be part of south Punjab have been named in the proposed
bill.

Alabama Senate passes bill to ban abortion
The Alabama Senate has passed the most restrictive abortion Bill in the U.S.,
which places a near-total ban on the termination of pregnancy (abortion), even
in cases of rape and incest, and could punish doctors who perform the procedure
with life in prison. The text passed by the Republican-led Senate has been sent
to Governor Kay Iveys desk for signature into law and, if approved, is expected to
trigger a legal battle.
Under the Bill:
Performing an abortion is a crime that could land doctors who perform it in
prison for 10 to 99 years
Abortions would only be legal if the life of the mother is in danger or the
foetus has a fatal condition
ACLU, the largest human rights defence organisation in the United States,
promised to file a lawsuit to block its implementation. The Republican-led Senate
approved the measure by 25 votes to six.
The National Organization for Women called the bill unconstitutional and said its
passage would send women in the state back to the dark days of policymakers
having control over their bodies, health, and lives.

India signed the Christchurch Call to Action in Paris
India signed the Christchurch Call to Action in Paris. The agreement came in the
backdrop of the attacks on Christchurch in March and is aimed at stopping the
abuse of the Internet by extremists.
The meeting held in Paris was attended by representatives of online giants like
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Microsoft, Google, Twitter, Facebook, and Amazon. India was represented by Ajay
Prakash Sawhney, Secretary, Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology.
Document highlights:
Counter the drivers of terrorism and violent extremism by strengthening the
resilience and inclusiveness of societies to enable them to resist terrorist
and violent extremist ideologies, including through education, building
media literacy to help counter distorted terrorist and violent extremist
narratives, and the fight against inequality.
Ensure effective enforcement of applicable laws that prohibit the
production or dissemination of terrorist and violent extremist content, in
a manner consistent with the rule of law and international human rights law,
including freedom of expression.
Encourage media outlets to apply ethical standards when depicting terrorist
events online, to avoid amplifying terrorist and violent extremist content.

Retd. Justice Lokur appointed as a judge of SC of Fijis non resident panel
The Retired judge of Indian Supreme Court Justice Madan B Lokur is appointed
as a judge of Supreme Court of Fiji's non-resident panel. He has been appointed
in the new role for a period of three years.
The Supreme Court of Fiji has three sessions in a year. Justice Lokur will join it
for the session from August 15 to August 30, 2019.
Justice Lokur was retired as a Supreme Court justice on December 31, 2018. It is
likely that Justice Lokur received the offer from Chief Justice of the Fiji Supreme
Court on the day of his retirement itself.
About Justice Lokur:
Justice Lokur became a judge of the Supreme Court on June 4, 2012. He enrolled
as an advocate in July 1977 and practised in the Delhi High Court and Supreme
Court.
He became an Advocate on Record in the Supreme Court in 1981 and was
designated Senior Advocate in 1997. He was appointed Additional Solicitor
General in 1998 and continue in that position until February 1999 when he became
an Additional Judge of the Delhi High Court and made a permanent judge in July
1999.
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Fiji:
President: George Konrote
Prime Minister: Frank Bainimarama
Capital: Suva
Currency: Fijian dollar (FJD)

U.S. President Trump announced a merit based immigration system
U.S. President Donald Trump on 16 May announced a merit-based immigration
system from which foreigners, including hundreds and thousands of Indian
professionals and skilled workers, waiting to get Green Cards or permanent legal
residency stand to benefit. He made the announcement in his Rose Garden speech.
This will include significant changes to the way green cards are allocated, by
dramatically reducing the number of family-based green cards, and will reward,
among other factors, education, skills, and English language proficiency.
The plan with senior administration officials and influential Hill Republicans in
attendance, sought to boost border security and tighten asylum procedures.
The overall number of green cards, just over 1.1 million in 2017, will remain the
same. Currently about 12% of those receiving green cards entered the U.S. based
on skill-based visas (such as the H1B), while some 66% are family-based green
cards. The new proposal will increase skills-based green cards to 57%.
United States of America (USA):
President: Donald Trump
Vice President: Mike Pence
No. of States: 50
Capital: Washington, D.C.
Currency: United States dollar ($) (USD)
National language: English
Washington DC was formerly known as District of Columbia.

Sony, Microsoft partners to build future cloud solutions for gaming and
content streaming
Sony and Microsoft have announced a partnership to build future cloud solutions
supporting both gaming and content streaming alongside AI solutions. PlayStation
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maker Sony will use Xbox maker Microsoft's data centres and Azure cloud
computing service for its existing game and streaming platforms. In return,
Microsoft will gain access to Sony's image sensors.
The partnership comes as Google works to disrupt the video game world with a
Stadia platform that will let players stream blockbuster titles to any device they
wish. The Stadia platform will open to gamers later this year in the United States,
Canada, Britain and other parts of Europe.
Google is focused on working with game makers to tailor titles for play on Stadia.
It has already provided the technology to more than 100 game developers. The
Stadia tech platform aims to connect people for interactive play on PCs, tablets,
smartphones and other devices. Streaming games from the cloud brings the
potential to tap into massive amounts of computing power in data centers.

Kami Rita sets record by scaling Mount Everest for the 23rd time
A Nepalese Sherpa climber Kami Rita has scaled Mount Everest for a 23rd
time, breaking his own record for the Most successful ascents of the world's
highest peak. Rita reached the 8,850-metre (29,035-feet) summit with other
climbers via the Southeast Ridge route.
His latest ascent took him two summits clear of two fellow Sherpas, who have
successfully climbed the peak 21 times.
About Kami Rita Sherpa:
Rita belongs to Thame village of Solukhumbu district in Nepal.Rita first scaled
Everest in 1994 and has been making the trip nearly every year since.
In 2017, Kami became the third person to climb Mount Everest for the 21st time.
With this, he matched the achievement of Phurba Tashi Sherpa and Apa Sherpa,
both of them, have retired since then. In 2018 he summited the Mt. Everest 22nd
time in 2018 and set a record of most summits on Mount Everest.
Who are Sherpa climbers?
Sherpa is one of the ethnic groups native to the most mountainous regions
of Nepal and the Himalayas.
The term sherpa or sherwa derives from the Sherpa language words Shar-east and
Wa-people, which refer to their geographical origin in Kham Salmogang of
eastern Nepal.
Most Sherpa people live in the eastern regions of Nepal.
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Many Sherpa is highly regarded as elite mountaineers and experts in their local
area.
They were immeasurably valuable to early explorers of the Himalayan region,
serving as guides at the extreme altitudes of the peaks and passes in the region,
particularly for expeditions to climb Mount Everest.

Taiwan legalises same sex marriage
Taiwan becomes the first of any Asian country to legalise same-sex marriage
with the passage of legislation giving gay couples the right to marry. On 17th May,
the Lawmakers of Taiwan passed part of a bill that would allow gay couples to
enter into exclusive permanent unions and apply for marriage registration with
government agencies. The 66-to-27 vote recognizes same-sex marriages and gives
couples many of the tax, insurance and child-custody benefits available to malefemale married couples.
Taiwans high court ruled on May 24, 2017, that barring same-sex couples from
marrying violates the Taiwanese constitution and gave the legislature two years to
pass a corresponding law or see same-sex marriage become legalized automatically.
The process frequently stalled amid conservative opposition.
In November 2018, Taiwan voted in a public referendum to deny same-sex
couples full marriage rights. Taiwans ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
responded by submitting legislation designed to comply with the court ruling and
the referendum result. Two competing bills that would be less favorable to the gay
community were submitted, but they failed to gain traction.
Taiwan:
President: Tsai Ing-wen
Vice-President: Chen Chien-Jen
Capital: Taipei
Currency: New Taiwan dollar (NT$)
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Vedanta Limited and ONGC to drill 341 hydrocarbon wells in TN
The Ministry of Environment and Forest (MoEF) has granted the Terms of
Reference (ToR) to Vedanta Ltds Cairn Oil & Gas, to carry out Environment
Impact Assessment (EIA) for drilling a total of 274 offshore and onshore oil and
gas exploration wells in the Bay of Bengal, Nagapattinam, Karaikal, Villupuram
and Puducherry.The approval of ToR begins the first step in the process.
The company is planning to invest a whopping Rs.13,538 crore in the project. In
2018, Vedanta was allotted two hydrocarbon blocks in Tamil Nadu as part of Open
Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP).
Revenue sharing contract:
In 2017, Vedanta was allocated hydrocarbons exploration and production
licence by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas under a revenue sharing
contract.As per the revenue sharing contract, Vedanta proposes to carry out oil and
gas exploration, including seismic surveys, exploratory and appraisal drilling, over
the next 10-12 years.
Approvals for ONGC:
The environment ministry has also been swift in granting approvals for ONGC.
An application for onshore development and production of oil and gas from 27
wells in two fields, Bhuvanagiri & Periyakudi fields, and expansion in Cauvery
Basin, in Cuddalore and Tiruvarur districts, was submitted by ONGC on February
27 and ToR was granted by March 31.ONGC proposes to invest Rs.5,150 crore in
the project. A total of 40 wells are proposed to be drilled in this block, of which 35
wells will be located in Cuddalore and five in Nagapattinam.
Environmentalists report:
The coastal stretch between Marakkanam and Nagapattinam, where the two
offshore blocks of Vedanta are situated, is a popular fishing ground for local
communities as it has shallow waters with depth varying between 200-500
metres.Drilling activity will drive away fish. It will also affect the soil substrata
and change the characteristics of the coastline as there will be leaks. The
subterranean water bodies or aquifers will get contaminated.
Cairn India:
Founded on: 2007
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Headquarters: Gurgaon, Haryana
Chairman: Navin Agarwal
Cairn India is a subsidiary of Vedanta Resources. It is one of the largest
independent oil and gas exploration and production companies in India.

Around 3.10 lakh families covered under the Mission for Soil Health Card
The Agriculture Department of Tamil Nadu reported that around 3,10,464
families have been covered under the Mission for Soil Health Card across the
Cuddalore district of Tamil Nadu. In an effort aimed at ensuring quality control
of the soil fertility, validation and quality control, work has begun under the
mission from April in districts of Tamil Nadu.
The Department of Agriculture has advised farmers to purchase the required
chemical fertilizers from the approved retailers based on the recommendation of
soil health card so that they can use the fertilizers in a balanced manner, besides
reducing the cost of cultivation.
Details in the Card:
Details such as nature of the soil, level of nutrients, salinity, alkalinity, acidity,
calcium, chances of soil health reclamation, potential crops and recommendation on
the levels of macro, micronutrients, and biofertilizer will be analyzed and printed in
the cards.
Soil Health Card Scheme:
Soil Health Card Scheme is a scheme launched by the Ministry of Agriculture
on 19 February 2015.
The aim to issue soil cards to farmers which will carry crop-wise
recommendations of nutrients and fertilizers required for the individual farms to
help farmers to improve productivity through judicious use of inputs. All soil
samples are to be tested in various soil testing labs across the country.
The scheme will be implemented on 50:50 sharing pattern between the Centre and
State Governments.
The objective of the scheme:
To improve soil quality and profitability of farmers.
Employment generation for rural youth.
To update information on soil analysis.
To provide soil testing facilities to farmers at their doorstep.
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Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare:
It is the apex body for formulation and administration of the rules and regulations
and laws related to agriculture in India.
The three broad areas of scope for the Ministry are agriculture, food processing,
and co-operation.
Minister responsible: Radha Mohan Singh

Aarohi Pandit becomes 1st woman to cross the Atlantic Ocean solo in a LSA
Captain Aarohi Pandit, a 23-year-old pilot, from Mumbai became the world's first
woman to cross the Atlantic Ocean solo in a Light Sports Aircraft (LSA) on
14th May.
This achievement is part of her ongoing Women Empower (WE) Expedition in
the tiny aircraft called Mahi.This one year-long global circumnavigation flight was
launched with her friend Captain Keithair Misquitta on July 30 and both began
their trip in August 2018.
Pandit and Misquitta flew over Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat, then to Pakistan, where
they landed and went onto to Iran, Turkey, Serbia, Slovenia, Germany, France, and
the UK. After an exhausting 3,000 km long flight she landed her tiny aircraft at
Iqaluit Airport in Canada. After clocking a flight of about 37,000km she is
scheduled to return home by July 30, 2019.
Other Achievements:
En route her solo journey, she has set another world record as first woman pilot to
fly solo in an LSA above treacherous Greenland ice-cap. She is also due for
several other records by the time she will reach India.

Indias 35 percent Graphite reserves found in Arunachal Pradesh
The Geological Survey of India (GSI) in its report said that about 35% of India's
total Graphite reserves are found in Arunachal Pradesh. This is the highest
found in the country.The GSI presented the said data during its annual interactive
meeting with the Department of Geology and Mining & Industries, Government
of Arunachal Pradesh in Itanagar.
With 35% of India's Graphite deposits being found in Arunachal Pradesh, the State
could now be developed as the leading producer of graphite in the country thus
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helping in meeting its future needs.At present India imports majority of Graphite
from other countries.
Geological Survey of India (GSI):
Formed on: 1851
Headquarters: Kolkata
Geological Survey of India (GSI) is one of the oldest of such organisations in the
world.It is the second oldest survey in India after the Survey of India.It conducts
geological surveys and studies of India.
The objectives of GSI are achieved through various surveys like themarine,
airborne, ground, and also by mineral investigations.It also undertakes multidisciplinary studies like geo-environmental, geoscientific, geotechnical, and natural
hazards, and carrying out
Arunachal Pradesh:
Established on: 20 February 1987
Capital: Itanagar
Districts: 25
Governor: Brig. (Dr.)B.D. Mishra (Retd.)
Chief Minister: Pema Khandu
It borders:
Assam and Nagaland to the south
Shares international borders with Bhutan in the west
Myanmar in the east
Separated from China in the north by the McMahon Line

Lokpal website launched in the country
The website of the Lokpal www.lokpal.gov.in has been launched in India.It was
inaugurated by Chairperson Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose in presence of all the
Members of Lokpal in New Delhi.
It provides basic information about the working and functioning of the anticorruption ombudsman.
The Lokpal is the first institution of its kind in India established under the Lokpal
and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 to inquire and investigate into allegations of the
corruption against public functionaries.
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About the Lokpal Act:
The Lokpal Act, which was passed in 2013 after a nationwide anti-corruption
movement.The act provides for setting up of Lokpal at the centre
and Lokayuktas in the States.
It has jurisdiction over all Members of Parliament, central government employees,
and top functionaries and public servants, including the Prime Minister and the
Chief Ministers in cases of corruption.
About Lokpal:
The Lokpal consists of a Chairperson and eight members. Four of the judicial
members have been former Chief Justices of different High Courts and the four
non-judicial members have been from All India Services/Central Services.
First Chairperson of the Lokpal is Shri Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose is a
former Judge of Supreme Court of India and was a sitting member of National
Human Rights Commission.
Judicial members areShri Justice Dilip B Bhosale,Shri Justice Pradip Kumar
Mohanty, Smt. Justice Abhilasha Kumari,Shri Justice Ajay Kumar Triphathi.
Non-Judicial members areShri Dinesh Kumar Jain,Smt. Archana
Ramasundaram,Shri Mahender Singh,Dr. Indrajeet Prasad Gautam.

Kerala State to go paperless under E Vidhan initiative
The Kerala State Assembly is undertaking E-Vidhan, an initiative to digitize all
records.The first phase of the project is expected to be completed in 14
months.The project is expected to cost around Rs.40 crore.
Once the project is completed, all the Assembly proceedings like submission of
notice by a member, question and answers, and all the other correspondence and
business concerning the Assembly will go paperless.
Uralungal Labour Contract Cooperative Society:
The state has awarded the work to Cyberpark, which is run by the Uralungal
Labour Contract Cooperative Society.
It has started working on the ambitious project, E-Vidhan to enable the state
legislature to go completely paperless.
Benefits of E-Vidhan:
The Assembly handles hundreds of various committee reports, Bills, notices, and
various other reports which demand massive paperwork. E-Vidhan will
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completely get rid of paper in all the business transacted by the Assembly.
The functioning of various departments linked to the Assembly and library will
also be made paperless as part of the project.
It will save around 35 crore to 49 crore annually as the state has been spending
around 40 crore for taking tonnes of paper printouts.
What is e-Vidhan?
It is a Mission Mode Project (MMP) comes under the Digital India
Programme, that functions undertheMinistry of Parliamentary Affairs (MoPA).
The funding for E-Vidhan is provided by the MoPA and technical support by
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MietY).The funding of
NeVA is through Central Sponsored Scheme. 60:40; and 90:10 for North East &
hilly States and 100% for UTs.
Paperless Assembly or e-Assembly is a concept involving electronic means to
facilitate the work of Assembly.It enables automation of the entire law-making
process, tracking of decisions and documents, sharing of information.
Himachal Pradesh is already the first Digital Legislature of the country.

Union Ministry of Environment to undertake a project to create DNA
Database for Indian Rhinos
Union Ministry of Environmentannounced a project to create DNA Database for
Indian Rhinos.
This is done in order to curb poaching and collect evidence for wildlife crimes
including Rhinos.
The deadline to meet this project is 2021.
The database will be kept in the Wildlife Institute of India(WII) headquartered in
Dehradun, Uttarakhand.
The proponents of this project include the World Wide Fund for NatureIndia(WWF-India) and the Centre-funded Wildlife Institute of India.
About Wildlife Institute of India(WII):
Established: 1982
Director: Dr. Vinod B. Mathur
About Union Ministry of Environment
Formed: 1985
Jurisdiction: Government of India
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Headquarters: Indira Paryavaran Bhavan, Jorbagh Road
Minister responsible: Dr. Harsh Vardhan
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Facebook selected London as the center to develop WhatsApps mobile
payment service
Facebook confirmed that it has selected London as the center to launch WhatsApp
Pay.
The main reason to choose London than US City is because WhatsApp is widely
used in UK and London is considered as a Hub for Fintech.
WhatsApp currently has 1.5 billion users globally, out of which, more than 200
million users are in India.
In the process of launching this new feature, WhatsApp will hire nearly 100 new
software engineers in London and additional staff would be hired in Dublin.
In April, the Reserve Bank of India issued a circular with regard to data localization
policy for payment system providers.
Facebook assured the Supreme Court that it would adhere to the RBIs data
localization norms before the launch of the full payments service in India.
About Facebook:
Headquarters: Menlo Park, California, United States
Founded: February 4, 2004
CEO: Mark Zuckerberg
About WhatsApp:
Headquarters: Menlo Park, California, United States
Founded: 2009
Parent Organization: Facebook

Yuvika 2019, ISROs Young Scientist Programme inaugurated
ISRO Chairman Dr. K. Sivan inaugurated Yuvika (Yuva VIgyani KAryakram)
2019,ISRO's Young Scientist Programme, at Satish Dhawan Space Centre
(SDSC) SHAR, Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. As many as 110 teenagers are
participating in the YUVIKA 2019. It is a two-week summer vacation residential
training program which will be conducted by ISRO from 13 May to 26 May 2019.
They are the first batch of young scientists of Yuvika (Yuva Vigyani Karyakram)
that the Indian Space Research Organisation plans to hold every year. The
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chosen Class 9 students will spend the time visiting four centers of ISRO.
It was launched by ISRO in tune with the Centre governments vision of Jai
Vigyan, Jai Anusandhan. This is the first time it is being held. Yuvika focusses on
one such important area and would inculcate a scientific temper in the students
apart from contributing to national integration and nation building.
During the program, participants will also visit Satish Dhawan Space Centre
(SDSC), Shriharikota which is spaceport of India. During the programme, students
will be provided course material which has already been pre-loaded on Tablets. It
includes science topics like Rocket engineering, Environment science, Astronomy,
Space applications, Renewable Energy, and also soft skill improvement modules
like leadership, teamwork, communication, etc.They will also visit ISRO
laboratories and interact with and share the experience with eminent ISRO
scientists.
Training Centres/Units:
It will be conducted across 4 centres of ISRO, Department of Space (DOS)1. Space Applications Centre (SAC), Ahmedabad
2. North Eastern Space Applications Centre (NESAC), Shillong
3. Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC), Thiruvananthapuram
4. U R Rao Satellite Centre (URSC), Bengaluru

Govt. to mandate QR code based payment method
The Indian government is planning to mandate a quick response (QR) code
based payment method option using Unified Payments Interface (UPI) at all
shops. The prime idea behind the proposal of mandatory QR code-based payment
is to make digital payment more popular and bring a behavioral change in the
ecosystem.
The GST council approved the proposal. The move will also provide a GST
benefit to both shops and consumers. The govt has for the project roped in National
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) to work on a necessary mechanism to
launch it nationally.The QR code payment is reported to have witnessed
exponential growth in consumer adoption in ASEAN countries.
Advantages of QR code payment:
Consumer can buy goods and services without the need to swipe plastic
cards
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Records necessary information related to the transactions
Data loss and security breach are minimized
Can also be introduced on invoices
It is cost effective compared to POS machine. As per an estimate, it costs
about $1 to put up a laminated QR code sign at a shop.
QR Code:
It was first designed in 1994 for the automotive industry in Japan.A barcode is a
machine-readable optical label that contains information about the item to which it
is attached. QR code is said to store over 4000 alphanumeric characters. A QR
code uses four standardized encoding modes (numeric, alphanumeric, byte/binary,
and kanji) to store data efficiently, extensions may also be used.
It consists of black squares arranged in a square grid on a white background,
which can be read by an imaging device and processed using ReedSolomon error
correction until the image can be appropriately interpreted. The required data is
then extracted from patterns that are present in both horizontal and vertical
components of the image. QR codes often contain data for a locator, identifier, or
tracker that points to a website or application.
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DEFENCE
Boeing delivered 22 AH 64E Apache Guardian attack helicopters to the IAF
US aerospace major, Boeing, handed over 22 AH-64E Apache Guardian attack
helicopters to the Indian Air Force(IAF) at the Boeing production facility in
Mesa, Arizona in the U.S. The first batch of these helicopters are scheduled to be
shipped to India by July 2019.
The IAF had signed a multi-billion dollar contract with the US government and
Boeing Ltd in September 2015 for 22 Apache helicopters.
AH-64E Apache Guardian attack helicopters:
The AH-64E Apache is a leading multi-role attack helicopter and is flown by the
US Army. The helicopter has the capability to carry out precision attacks at
standoff ranges and operate in hostile airspace with threats from ground. The
helicopters hasthe ability to transmit and receive the battlefield picture.
Selected aircrew and ground crew have undergone training at the training
facilities at U.S. Army base Fort Rucker in Alabama. These personnel will lead the
operationalisation of the Apache fleet in the IAF.
About Indian Air Force:
Founded on: October 1932
Headquarters: New Delhi
Commander-in-Chief: President Ram Nath Kovind
CAS: Air Chief Marshal Birender Singh
VCAS: Air Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria
Part of: Indian Armed Forces
It aims to secure Indian airspace and to conduct aerial warfare during armed
conflict
Boeing:
Founder: William Boeing
Headquarters: Illinois, U.S.
The company designs, manufactures, and sells airplanes, rotorcraft, rockets,
satellites, and missiles worldwide

Chinese Navy launches two Type 052D new guided missile destroyers
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Chinese Navy commissioned two new Type 052D guided missile destroyers in
Dalian, a coastal city.
They are the 19th and 20th ships in the class and are named as Tangshan and
Suzhou.
China, at present 20 Type 052Ds either in active service or to be launched for
service soon
The destroyers are fast and warships are operated for long distances.
It is used to accompany the aircraft carriers.
The newly developed Type 052D destroyers are the upgrades of its previous
version Type 052C.
The Type 052D destroyer is a large 7500 tone destroyer. It was introduced into the
Peoples Liberation Army Navy(PLAN) in March 2014.
PLAN is the Worlds fastest growing Navy as it adds new vessels to the fleet every
month.
Last month, PLAN celebrated its 70th anniversary in Qingdao, China. Indian naval
ships including INS Kolkata along with tanker INS Shakti participated in it.
For the first time in its history, Chinese navy has logistics bases in Djibouti in the
Indian Ocean. It is developing Pakistans Gwadar port in the Arabian Sea and has
also acquired Sri Lankas Hambantota port for 99 years in a debt swap.
About China:
Capital: Beijing
Currency: Renminbi
President: Xi Jinping

ADMM Plus concluded in Changi Naval Base, Singapore
The sea phase of the ASEAN Defense Ministers' Meeting (ADMM)-Plus
Maritime Security Field Training Exercise (MS FTX) in the South China Sea
concluded on 13 May 2019 at RSS Singapura, also known as Changi Naval Base
in Singapore.The ADMM-Plus Maritime Security Field Training Exercise was
held from 30 April to 13 May. The exercise commenced on 30 April in Busan,
South Korea and concluded in Singapore.
It was co-organized by Singapore and South Korea as both nations currently hold
co-chairmanship of ADMM-Plus Experts' Working Group on Maritime Security.
This is the fourth Maritime Security Field Training Exercise (MS FTX) was
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conducted under the ambit of the ADMM-Plus.
The exercise was held in two phases.
1. Phase I of ADMM-PLUS MS FTX was scheduled from 1 May to 3 May
2. Phase II was scheduled from 9 May to 12 May
Participants of the exercise:
The ADMM-Plus comprises total 18 nation participants which include ten
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) countries and other 8
includes the United States, Australia, New Zealand, South Korea, Japan, Russia,
China, and India. Significance: TIt involved 10 aircraft and 19 ships with about 700
personnel from the 18 ADMM-Plus countries.
Various activities during the exercise:
The exercise included maritime security drills such as boarding operations and
protection of key installations. They also practiced the Code for Unplanned
Encounters at Sea and conducted information-sharing to track vessels-of-interest.
Participants also conducted helicopter cross-deck landings and replenishment at sea
drills as they sailed, building confidence and practical cooperation. Upon reaching
the waters off eastern Singapore, boarding teams from the Brunei, India, ROK and
Singapore navies simulated a search on a vessel-of-interest.

DRDO conducted a successful flight test of ABHYAS
The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) conducted a
successful flight test of ABHYAS, a High-speed Expendable Aerial Target
(HEAT) at Balasore, Odisha. It was tracked by various Radars & Electro Optic
Systems. The system performance was as per the simulations carried out.
The test proved its performance in fully autonomous waypoint navigation mode,
that is, a series of unique abstract GPS points that create artificial airways. It
demonstrated the capability of ABHYAS to meet the requirement of mission for a
cost-effective HEAT.
About ABHYAS:
It a high-speed expendable aerial target (HEAT) that offers a realistic threat
scenario for practice of weapon systems. It is designed on an in-line small gas
turbine engine.
It is designed for autonomous flying, with the help of an autopilot.For its guidance
and navigation it uses indigenously developed Micro-Electro-Mechanical
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Systems (MEMS) based navigation system.
It has a Luneburg lens, that is,a spherically symmetric gradient-index lens, in the
nose cone which improves the radar cross-section of target for weapons practice. It
has an Acoustic Miss Distance Indicator (AMDI) to indicate the distance it
missed.
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO):
Formed on: 1958
Headquarters: New Delhi, India
Minister responsible: Nirmala Sitharaman
Chairman: G Satheesh Reddy
Parent agency: Ministry of Defence
DRDO is charged with the military's research and development

Navys first full fledged SSB was inaugurated
The Indian Navys first full-fledged Services Selection Board (SSB) was
inaugurated by Navy Chief Admiral Sunil Lanba at Diamond Harbour near
Kolkata.This is the fifth SSB of the Indian Navy and will cater for a selection of
both permanent and short service commission (SSC) officers.
The SSB, Kolkata is spread over 27 acres on the banks of the Hooghly. It has the
capacity to screen 5,000 officer-candidates annually.
The SSB at Diamond Harbour, Kolkata will boost the induction of officers, both
men, and women, into the Indian Navy.Its location will reduce the travel time and
effort for candidates from Northern and North Eastern parts of the country.
The other boards of Indian Navy are located in:
Bhopal
Bengaluru
Visakhapatnam
Coimbatore
Indian Navy:
Founded on: 1612
Supreme Commander: President Ram Nath Kovind
Chief of the Naval Staff (CNS): Admiral Sunil Lanba
Vice Chief of Naval Staff (VCNS): Vice Admiral G Ashok Kumar
Deputy Chief of Naval Staff (DCNS): Vice Admiral MS Pawar
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It is a part of theIndian Armed Forces.It is responsible to safeguard the nation's
maritime borders.

India to set up military space agency headquartered at Bengaluru
India is to set up its military space agency headquartered at Bengaluru with the
ace fighter pilot Air Vice Marshal SP Dharkar as its likely head. AVM Dharkar is
an ace fighter pilot and is presently looking after the air defence operations of an
important command along the borders. The tri-services defence space agency is
expected to get operational by June 2019.
The tri-services Space agency is likely to command all the space assets of the three
services including the A-SAT capability, which can be used to destroy enemy
space-based satellites and other assets.
Why Bengaluru?
Bengaluru is chosen as the location of the space agency, as it is also the
headquarters of ISRO, which manages all types of space programmes of the
country.
Tri-services Special Operations Division:
Ace Special Forces operative and Sri Lanka war veteran Maj Gen AK
Dhingra has been appointed as the first head of Country's first tri-services
Special Operations Division comprising commandos from all three services.
The Armed Forces Special Operations Division has been set up by the government
to undertake joint operations by three services and will have elements from the
Army's Parachute Regiments SF, Marine Commandos (MARCOS) of the Navy
and the Garud Commandos of the Indian Air Force.
Rear Admiral Mohit Gupta has been appointed as the head of the Defence Cyber
Agency set up in Delhi with people from all three services.

Indian Navy conducted missile tests to boost its anti air warfare capabilities
The Indian Navy conducted significant missile tests boosting its anti-air warfare
capabilities. The first cooperative engagement firing of the Medium Range
Surface to Air Missile (MRSAM) or Barak-8 was held on the Western Seaboard.
The firing was undertaken on the western seaboard by the INS Kochi and the INS
Chennai whereinthe missiles of both ships were controlled by one ship to intercept
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different aerial targets at extended ranges. Interestingly, one of the ships controlled
the complete mission through its automated data links. The firing trials were
carried out by Indian Navy, Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) and the Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI).
This was achieved by network-centric operations that helped to combine the
capabilities of all military platforms in a formation. The MRSAMs are fitted
onboard the Kolkata Class Destroyers.These would also be fitted on all future
major warships of the Indian Navy.
About Barak-8:
Barak-8 also known as LR-SAM or as MR-SAM is an Indian-Israeli surface-to-air
missile (SAM), designed to defend against any type of airborne threat including
aircraft, helicopters, anti-ship missiles, and UAVs as well as ballistic missiles,
cruise missiles, and combat jets. Both maritime and land-based variants of the
system exist.
It was jointly developed by Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI), India's Defence
Research & Development Organisation (DRDO), Israel's Administration for the
Development of Weapons and Technological Infrastructure, Elta Systems, Rafael
and other companies.Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) produces the missiles.
Barak-8 is a two-way data link (GPS S-band), Active Radar Seeker Missile,
360-degree coverage, Vertical Launch, Multiple Simultaneous Engagements, Point
defence anti-ballistic missile.
Medium Range Surface to Air Missile (MRSAM):
It has an intercept range between 70-100 km.
MRSAM is equipped with a modern ground-based multi-function 3D rotating
active phased array radar to provide high-quality Air Situation Picture
(ASP) and weapon support under adverse operational and environmental
conditions.
It will be capable of operating at the extreme condition of -30deg C and an
altitude of 3.5 km.
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SPORTS
Novak Djokovic wins Madrid Open 2019 title
Novak Djokovic, the World No. 1 tennis player, won the Madrid Open 2019 title.
He defeated Stefanos Tsitsipas, the Greek tennis player, and secured 6-3,
6-4.He equaled Rafael Nadals record of 33 ATP Masters 1000 titles.
It is also Djokovics 200th victory against a Top 10 opponent.
The Most Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP) Masters 1000 Titles are:

Mutua Madrid Open 2019:
Date: 3 - 12 May, 2019
Edition: 18th
Surface: Clay
Location: Madrid, Spain
It professional tennis tournament played on outdoor clay courts

Mumbai Indians clinched the Indian Premier League 2019 title
Mumbai Indians (MI) on 12th May clinched the Indian Premier League (IPL)
2019 title. MI defeated Chennai Super Kings (CSK) by one run on the last
ball.With this, Mumbai Indians set the record for winning the most number of
Indian Premier League titles. This became the first team to win the IPL title for 4
times.
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Notably, Mumbai Indians defeated Chennai Super Kings in each of their four
encounters in IPL 2019.
The awards of the 12th edition of the IPL is listed below:
Player of the Match in the Final: Jasprit Bumrah (MI), 2 for 14
Most Valuable Player: Andre Russell (KKR), 510 runs, 11 wickets
Fairplay: Sunrisers Hyderabad
Purple Cap: ImranTahir (CSK), 26 wickets
Orange Cap: David Warner (SRH), 692 runs
Fastest Fifty of the Season: Hardik Pandya (MI)
Perfect Catch of the Season: Kieron Pollard (MI)
Super Striker of the Season: Andre Russell (KKR), strike rate of 204.81
Stylish Player of the Season: KL Rahul (KXIP)
Emerging Player Award: Shubhman Gill (KKR)
Game Changer of the Season: Rahul Chahar (MI)
About IPL 2019:
Country: India
Administrator: BCCI
Format: T20
First edition: 2008
Number of teams: 8
Current champion: Mumbai Indians

Igor Stimac appointed as the head coach of the Indian football team
Croatian World Cupper Igor Stimac is appointed as the head coach of the
Indian football team for a two-year term. The appointment was made by the AllIndia Football Federation's (AIFF) executive committee.
The national team has been without a coach since the departure of Stephen
Constantine in January, following the creditable show at the AFC Asian Cup.
Igor Stimac:
As a coach:
Mr.Stimac comes with an experience of over 18 years in coaching, structuring, and
developing football and players back home, and internationally.He was a part of
Croatias 1998 World Cup squad that finished third in France. His last assignment
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was with Al-Shahania Club in Qatar.
As a player:
He was part the of the Croatia team that finished third in the 1998 World Cup, and
a member of the national squad which qualified for the quarterfinals of the UEFA
European Championship 1996 (Euro) in England.he was also a part of
the Yugoslavia U-19 national team which won the FIFA U-20 World Cup in
1987.

China to host 2023 Asian Cup
China has become the sole contender to host the Asian Cup Football tournament
in 2023. The announcement came after South Korea has announced to withdraw
its bid to host the game.
The Korea Football Association (KFA) announced that it had pulled out to
strategically focus on a joint bid with North Korea to host the Womens World Cup
in the same year.
China's interest to host:
In February 2013, China suggested interest in hosting the 2019 AFC Asian
Cup.However, in September 2013, the CFA withdrew its bid.
In late 2015, the CFA confirmed their intention to bid for the 2023 AFC Asian
Cup.In March 2019 China had officially proposed to bid for the 2023 Asian Cup.
China has previously hosted the 2004 Asian Cup.
About 2023 AFC Asian Cup:
The 2023 Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Asian Cup will be the 18th
edition of the AFC Asian Cup. It is organised by the Asian Football Confederation
(AFC).The tournament will involve 24 national teams.

Sir Andy Murray received the knighthood award for services at Buckingham
Palace
Sir Andy Murray, who is a Unicef UK ambassador, received the knighthood for
services to tennis and charity at Buckingham Palace. The Honours award are used
to recognise merit in terms of achievement and service. The three-time Grand
Slam champion was named in the Queen's New Years Honours in 2016,
following his second Wimbledon win and second Olympic gold.
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Sir Andy revealed in January that he planned to retire after this year's Wimbledon,
forcing back tears as he told reporters at the Australian Open that his hip injury was
going to bring a premature end to his glittering career. He had surgery in January
and has since begun his rehabilitation.
United Kingdom:
Monarch: Elizabeth II
Prime Minister: Theresa May
Capital: London
Currency: Pound sterling(GBP; )
National/Official language: English
Sir Andrew Barron Murray:
He is a British professional tennis player from Scotland.He ranked No. 217 in
men's singles (as of May 2019).
Murray represents Great Britain in his sporting activities.He is a three-time Grand
Slam tournament winner, two-time Olympic champion, Davis Cup champion,
winner of the 2016 ATP World Tour Finals and former world No. 1.
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OBITUARY
Yogesh Chander Deveshwar, ITCs longest-serving chairman passed away
Yogesh Chander Deveshwar, ITCs longest-serving chairman, passed away on
11th May in Delhi. He was 72.
Mr.Deveshwar, an alumnus of IIT Delhi and Harvard Business School, joined
ITC in 1968. Between 1991 and 1994, he was invited by the government to serve as
the chairman and managing director of Air India. His stewardship over the last
two decades has guided ITC to become Indias foremost FMCG marketer, the
countrys largest paperboards and packaging company and a corporate enabler in
farmer-empowerment, through its wide-ranging agri-business. It also has
the second largest hotel chain in India.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
A new UN accord signed to include plastic waste in Basel Convention
Around 180 governments agreed on a new United Nations (UN) accord to
regulate the export of plastic waste, some eight million tonnes of which ends up
in the oceans each year. It also undertook to eliminate two toxic chemical groups,
Dicofol, and Perfluorooctanoic Acid, plus related compounds. The Geneva
meeting amended the 1989 Basel Convention on the control of hazardous wastes
to include plastic waste in a legally-binding framework.
About 1,400 representatives from almost every country in the world met for 12
days of discussions at a United Nations Environment Program(UNEP) meeting
in Geneva, Switzerland.
Except for the United States, about 180 governments, agreed to the deal to include
plastic waste in a legally-binding framework. Even though the U.S. and a few
others have not signed the accord, they cannot ship plastic waste to countries that
are on board with the deal.
This is a move to quickly reduce the amount of plastic being washed into the
world's oceans.
IPEN's Analysis:
As per the International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN), a global network of
NGOs which seeks to eliminate hazardous and toxic chemicals and persistent
organic pollutants, this new amendment to Basel Convention would empower
developing countries to refuse to dump plastic waste by others.
Developed countries like the US and Canada have been exporting their mixed
toxic plastic wastes to developing Asian countries claiming it would be recycled in
the receiving country. Instead, much of this contaminated mixed waste cannot be
recycled and is instead dumped or burned, or finds its way into the ocean. Plastic
waste pollution has reached epidemic proportions with an estimated 100 million
tonnes of plastic now found in the oceans.
About Basel convention:
In 1989, the Conference of Plenipotentiaries (COP) in Basel, Switzerland
adopted The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of
Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal. It was adopted in response to large public
outcry after it was discovered that large deposits of toxic wastes were being
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imported from abroad into the developing world. The Basel Convention came into
force in 1992.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Simon Armitage has been named the U.K.s new Poet Laureate
Simon Armitage has been named the U.K.s new Poet Laureate. He succeeds
Carol Ann Duffy in the 10-year post. Queen Elizabeth II has approved the
appointment, Britains highest literary honour.
It is up to the poet to decide whether or not to produce poetry for national and royal
occasions. Previous laureates have included John Dryden and William
Wordsworth.
Simon Armitage:
Armitage, a professor of poetry at the University of Leeds, has published 28
collections of poetry and his work is studied by British schoolchildren as part of
the national curriculum.
Culture Secretary Jeremy Wright praised Armitage for his witty and profound take
on modern life.
Poet Laureate of the United Kingdom:
The British Poet Laureate is an honorary position appointed by the monarch of the
United Kingdom, currently on the advice of the Prime Minister.
It is expected that the role holder will write verse for significant national occasions.
The origins of the laureateship date back to 1616 when a pension was provided to
Ben Jonson. But the first official holder of the position was John Dryden. He was
appointed in 1668 by Charles II.

RBI appointed R.Gandhi as Additional director of Yes Bank
The Reserve Bank of India has appointed its former Deputy Governor R. Gandhi
as an additional director on the board of private sector lender Yes Bank with
immediate effect. The appointment is for two years, that is till May 13, 2021.
R. Gandhis appointment comes against the backdrop of Yes Bank reported a loss of
1,507 cr for March quarter. This appointment will significantly strengthen Yes
Bank's Board Composition and the Bank will immensely benefit from R. Gandhi's
experience and wisdom at the Yes Bank.
Mr.R.Gandhi:
Gandhi was RBI Deputy Governor during April 2014 and April 2017. Gandhi was
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the driving force for the design and implementation of areal-time gross settlement
system or RTGS.
About Yes Bank:
Founded on: 2004
Founder: Rana Kapoor, Ashok Kapur
Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra
Non-Exe Chairman:Brahm Dutt
MD & CEO: Rana Kapoor
Yes Bank is India's 4th largest private sector Bank.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Migratory Bird Day was observed on 11th May
World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is observed on 11th May. It was initiated
in 2006. It highlights the need for the conservation of migratory birds and their
habitats.
The theme for WMBD 2019 is Protect Birds: Be the Solution to Plastic
Pollution!. The day addresses the serious problem of plastic pollution and to
highlight its negative effects on migratory birds.
Plastics and its dangerous nature:
With an annual production of more than 300 million tonnes, plastic is one of the
most widely used materials in the world. Lightweight and designed to last,
discarded pieces of plastic are easily transported to ecosystems through the forces
of nature causing serious threats to migratory species around the world.
To make matters worse, plastic does not simply dissolve. Broken down into small
particles by water, sunlight, and wind, it often leads to lethal cases of ingestion and
entanglement.
Effect of plastics on Seabirds:
The number of seabirds dying from the effects of plastic every year is currently 1
million and growing. Existing research pinpoints the urgency of the matter: In just
two decades, between 1960 and 1980, the number of birds found ingesting plastic
has grown from 5% to 80%.
Plastic found inside birds includes bags, bottle caps, synthetic fibers from
clothing, and tiny rice-sized bits that have been broken down by the sun and
waves. Sharp-edged plastic kills birds by punching holes in internal organs. Some
seabirds eat so much plastic, there is little room left in their gut for food, which
affects their body weight, jeopardizing their health.
A recent study found a 67% decline in seabird populations between 1950 and
2010.The highest concentration of plastic in birds can be found in populations in
southern Australia, South Africa, and South America.
What to do to fight plastic pollution?
Reduce, reuse and recycle - Limit your use of plastic materials and replace them
with eco-friendly alternatives, use and dispose of plastics sustainably
Clean up - Join clean-up activities in your area, whether at beaches or along rivers
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Spread the word - Support local and global action against plastic

International Day of Families is observed on 15 May
The International Day of Families (IDF) is observed on the 15th of May every
year. The Day was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in 1993. The day
reflects the importance the international community attaches to families. It was first
observed in 1996.
The International Day provides an opportunity to promote awareness of issues
relating to families and to increase knowledge of the social, economic and
demographic processes affecting families. On this day, people across the world
celebrate spending time with their families and reuniting with family members.
The theme for IDF 2019 is Families and Climate Action: Focus on SDG 13.
The SDG 13 targets include:
Improve education, awareness-raising and human and institutional capacity
on climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction, and early
warning
Integrate climate change measures into national policies, strategies, and
planning

World Telecommunication Day is observed on 17 May
World Telecommunication Day is celebrated annually on 17 May since 1969. It
marks the founding of International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the
signing of the first International Telegraph Convention in 1865, Paris.
It was instituted by the Plenipotentiary Conference in Malaga-Torremolinos in
1973.
The day is celebrated with a view to:
stimulate reflection and exchanges of ideas on the theme adopted by the
Council
debate the various aspects with all partners in society
formulate a report reflecting national discussions on the issues underlying
the theme, to be fed back to ITU and the rest of its membership
Main Objective:
Setting standards is a fundamental pillar of ITU's mission as the specialized agency
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of the United Nations for information and communication technologies (ICTs).
ITU standards help accelerate ICTs for all Sustainable Development Goals.
Theme 2019:
The theme for 2019 is Bridging the standardization gap. The 2019 theme will
allow ITU Membership and other key stakeholders to focus on the opportunities
for:
participation of developing countries in ITU's standards-making process
empowering local experts in the standardization process at the national,
regional and international levels
promoting the implementation of international standards in developing
countries.

World Hypertension Day is celebrated on 17th May
World Hypertension Day (WHD) is celebrated on 17th May. WHD was
designated and initiated by the World Hypertension League (WHL). The day was
initiated to increase the awareness of hypertension. This was especially important
because of the lack of appropriate knowledge among hypertensive patients.
The WHL launched its first WHD on May 14, 2005. Since 2006, the WHL has
been dedicating May 17 of every year as WHD. The theme for World Hypertension
Day 2019 is Know Your Numbers. The theme is with a goal of increasing high
blood pressure (BP) awareness in all populations around the world. In 2019, WHL
in conjunction with the International Society of Hypertension (ISH) will also
promote May Measurement Month (MMM).
World Hypertension League (WHL):
It was established in 1966.WHL an umbrella to organizationsof 85 national
hypertension societies and leagues.

International Museum Day is observed on 18th May
International Museum Day (IMD) is an international day that is celebrated
on 18th May every year. It is coordinated by the International Council of
Museums (ICOM). The objective of International Museum Day (IMD) is to raise
awareness of the fact that, Museums are an important means of cultural
exchange, enrichment of cultures and development of mutual understanding,
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cooperation and peace among peoples. The theme for International Museum Day
(IMD) 2019 is Museums as Cultural Hubs: The future of tradition.
History:
IMD was officially established in 1977 with the adoption of a resolution during
the ICOM General Assembly in Moscow, Russia to create an annual event with
the aim of further unifying the creative aspirations and efforts of museums and
drawing the attention of the world public to their activity.
ICOM suggested a theme for the first time in 1992: Museums and Environment.
Museums in the Society:
The role of museums in society is changing. Museums keep reinventing themselves
in their quest for becoming more interactive, audience focused, community
oriented, flexible, adaptable and mobile. They have become cultural hubs
functioning as platforms where creativity combines with knowledge and where
visitors can also co-create, share and interact.
At once a focal point for the community and an integral part of a global network,
museums offer a platform for translating local communities needs and views into a
global context.
About ICOM:
Formed on: 1946
Location: Paris, France
The purpose of ICOM is Conservation, continuation and communication to
society of the world's natural and cultural heritage.

World AIDS Vaccine Day is celebrated on 18th May
May 18 is celebrated as World AIDS Vaccine Day, also known as HIV Vaccine
Awareness Day. On this day, HIV vaccine advocates promote the continued urgent
need for a vaccine to prevent HIV infection and AIDS. World AIDS Vaccine Day
observance is headed by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease
(NIAID).
This day provides a chance to thank several volunteers, community members,
health professionals and scientists those who are working and researching to find a
safe and effective HIV vaccine for prevention.
HIV research also includes efforts to develop a vaccine for HIV treatment (called
a therapeutic vaccine). A safe and effective therapeutic HIV vaccine could prevent
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HIV from advancing to AIDS, replace daily use of HIV medicines, and help
eliminate HIV from the body.
NIAID:
Formed on: 1955
Headquarters: Maryland, US
NIAID is one of the 27 institutes and centers that make up the National Institutes
of Health (NIH), an agency of the United States Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS).
NIAID's mission is to conduct basic and applied research to better understand, treat,
and prevent infectious, immunologic, and allergic diseases.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Which city has been selected by facebook as the center to develop
WhatsApps mobile payment service?
A.London
B.New York
C.Bangkok
D.Hong Kong

Answer A
Explanation London city has been selected by facebook as the center to develop WhatsApps
mobile payment service.

2) 58th Venice Biennale is held from 11th May to 24th November 2019 at
_______
A.Italy
B.Saudi Arabia
C.Pakistan
D.Indonesia

Answer A
Explanation 58th Venice Biennale is held from 11th May to 24th November 2019 at Italy.

3) Who is the Vice Chief of the Air Staff (VCAS) of Indian Air Force (IAF)?
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.Birender Singh Dhanoa
C.Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria
D.Pratap Chandra Lal

Answer C
Explanation Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria is the Vice Chief of the Air Staff (VCAS) of Indian
Air Force (IAF).
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4) Who won the Indian Premier League (IPL) 2019 title?
A.Chennai Super Kings
B.Sunrisers Hyderabad
C.Mumbai Indians
D.Rajasthan Royals

Answer C
Explanation Mumbai Indians (MI) on 12th May clinched the Indian Premier League (IPL) 2019
title. MI defeated Chennai Super Kings (CSK) by one run on the last ball.

5) Who won the Madrid Open 2019 title?
A.Stefanos Tsitsipas
B.Rafael Nadal
C.Roger Federer
D.Novak Djokovic

Answer D
Explanation Novak Djokovic, the World No. 1 tennis player, won the Madrid Open 2019 title.
He defeated Stefanos Tsitsipas, the Greek tennis player, and secured 6-3, 6-4. He equalled Rafael
Nadals record of 33 ATP Masters 1000 titles.

6) Which of the following got its approval for 274 hydrocarbon offshore and
onshore oil and gas exploration wells in T.N., Puducherry?
A.Reliance Petroleum Limited
B.Cairn Oil & Gas
C.Gas Authority of India
D.Hindustan Petroleum Corporation

Answer B
Explanation The Ministry of Environment and Forest (MoEF) approved the Terms of Reference
(ToR) to Vedanta Limiteds Cairn Oil & Gas for hydrocarbon wells in Tamil Nadu. As per the
approval, the company can carry out Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) for drilling a total of
274 offshore and onshore oil and gas exploration wells in the Bay of Bengal, Nagapattinam,
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Karaikal, Villupuram and Puducherry.

7) Which of the following handed over Indias first Apache Guardian attack
helicopters to the Indian Air Force?
A.British aerospace company WEAF
B.US aerospace company Boeing
C.Russia aerospace company Sukhoi
D.Indian aerospace company HAL

Answer B
Explanation US aerospace major, Boeing, handed over 22 AH-64E Apache Guardian attack
helicopters to the Indian Air Force at the Boeing production facility in Mesa, Arizona in the U.S.

8) Which of the following has proposed a mobile application to aid visually
impaired persons in identifying Indian currency notes?
A.HDFC
B.SBI
C.RBI
D.ICICI

Answer C
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India proposes to come out with a mobile application to aid
visually impaired persons in identifying Indian currency notes. Around 80 lakh people are likely
to benefited by this initiative of RBI. The RBI has solicited bids from technology firms for
developing the mobile application.

9) Which of the following about the Soil Health Card Scheme is/are true?
A.Scheme was launched in 2015
B.Scheme provide Rs.2 lakh for every farmers per year
C.Farmers who own 3 hectares of land are eligible
D.All of the above

Answer A
Explanation Soil Health Card Scheme is a scheme launched by the ministry of agriculture in 19
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February 2015. The aim to issue soil cards to farmers which will carry crop-wise
recommendations of nutrients and fertilisers required for the individual farms to help farmers to
improve productivity through judicious use of inputs.

10) What is the theme for the World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) 2019?
A.Restore Habitat, Restore Birds
B.Spread Your Wings for Bird Conservation
C.Stopover Sites: Helping Birds Along the Way
D.Protect Birds: Be the Solution to Plastic Pollution!

Answer D
Explanation World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is observed on 11th May. It was initiated in
2006. It highlights the need for the conservation of migratory birds and their habitats. The theme
for WMBD 2019 is "Protect Birds: Be the Solution to Plastic Pollution!".

11) When is the World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) observed?
A.May 2
B.May 5
C.May 11
D.May 21

Answer C
Explanation World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is observed on 11th May. It was initiated in
2006. It highlights the need for the conservation of migratory birds and their habitats. The theme
for WMBD 2019 is "Protect Birds: Be the Solution to Plastic Pollution!".

12) When was the Basel Convention signed for the first time?
A.1965
B.1989
C.1994
D.2003

Answer B
Explanation In 1989, the Conference of Plenipotentiaries (COP) in Basel, Switzerland adopted
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The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and
their Disposal. The Basel Convention came into force in 1992.

13) Which of the following was included in Basel Conventions 2019 held in
Geneva, Switzerland?
A.Radioactive waste
B.Plastic Waste
C.Metal carbonyls
D.Tellurium compounds

Answer B
Explanation Around 180 governments agreed on a new United Nations (UN) accord to regulate
the export of plastic waste, some eight million tonnes of which ends up in the oceans each year.

14) Where was the 4th ADMM-Plus Maritime Security Field Training
Exercise (MS FTX) held?
A.Western Naval Command, India
B.Yulin Naval Base, China
C.Changi Naval Base, Singapore
D.Naval Air Station (NAS) Jacksonville

Answer C
Explanation The ASEAN Defense Ministers' Meeting (ADMM)-Plus Maritime Security Field
Training Exercise (MS FTX) in the South China Sea concluded on 13 May 2019 at RSS
Singapura, also known as Changi Naval Base in Singapore.

15) _________ refers to the minimum interest rate of a bank below which it
cannot lend.
A.Marginal cost of funds based lending rate (MCLR)
B.Savings Deposit Rate (SDR)
C.Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR)
D.Marginal Standing Facility Rate (MSFR)

Answer A
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Explanation The marginal cost of funds based lending rate (MCLR) refers to the minimum
interest rate of a bank below which it cannot lend, except in some cases allowed by the RBI. It is
an internal benchmark or reference rate for the bank.

16) Which of the following is the Oldest joint stock bank in India?
A.State Bank of India
B.Allahabad Bank
C.Bank of India
D.Indian Bank

Answer B
Explanation State-owned Allahabad Bank is the Oldest joint stock bank in India.

17) Allahabad bank reduced the benchmark marginal cost of funds-based
lending rate (MCLR) from 8.65% to ______ % recently.
A.8.45
B.8.50
C.8.55
D.8.60

Answer D
Explanation State-owned Allahabad Bank announced reduction in benchmark lending rate by
0.05 percentage points across various tenors.The marginal cost of funds-based lending rate
(MCLR) for a one-year loan has been reduced to 8.60% from 8.65% effective May 14.

18) Yuvika 2019 by ISRO is a Young Scientist Programme conducted in tune
with the Centre governments vision of _________.
A.Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao Yojana
B.Jai Vigyan, Jai Anusandhan
C.Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan
D.Strengthening for providing quality Education in Madrassas ( SPQEM)

Answer C
Explanation Yuvika 2019 by ISRO is a Young Scientist Programme conducted in tune with the
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Centre governments vision of Jai Vigyan, Jai Anusandhan.

19) Who won the Premier League Player of the Season award?
A.Divock Origi
B.Virgil van Dijk
C.Mohamed Salah
D.Roberto Firmino

Answer B
Explanation Liverpool defender Virgil van Dijk has been named Premier League Player of the
Season. He became the first defender to win the Player of the Season award in seven seasons,
after Manchester Citys Vincent Kompany in 2011-12.

20) Who is appointed as the U.K.'s new Poet Laureate?
A.Carol Ann Duffy
B.Sasha Dugdale
C.Andrew Motion
D.Simon Armitage

Answer D
Explanation Simon Armitage has been named the U.K.s new Poet Laureate. He succeeds Carol
Ann Duffy in the 10-year post. Queen Elizabeth II has approved the appointment, Britains highest
literary honour.

21) What is the IUCN Red List Status of Asiatic Lions?
A.Vulnerable
B.Endangered
C.Critically Endangered
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation The Asiatic Lion falls under the Endangered species category of the IUCN Red List
Status.
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22) Who is appointed as the additional director on the board of Yes Bank?
A.Ravneet Gill
B.Brahm Dutt
C.Rana Kapoor
D.R.Gandhi

Answer D
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India has appointed its former Deputy Governor R. Gandhi as
an additional director on the board of private sector lender Yes Bank with immediate effect.

23) Which Country complained at the World Trade Organization (WTO)
about Indias 20% import duties on mobile phones?
A.China
B.Korea
C.Taiwan
D.Japan

Answer D
Explanation Japan complained at the World Trade Organization (WTO) about Indias 20%
import duties on mobile phones.

24) ________ plants are considered to associate very specifically with fungi.
A.Mycoheterotrophic
B.Mycohomotrophic
C.Partially myco-heterotrophic plants
D.Partially myco-homotrophic plants

Answer A
Explanation Mycoheterotrophic plants are considered to associate very specifically with fungi.

25) How many Orchid species are in India?
A.500
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B.1000
C.1300
D.1700

Answer C
Explanation India has about 1,300 species of orchids out of which 800 are found in NEI, about
300 species are found in the Western Ghats and 200 in northwestern Himalayas.

26) _________, India's smallest Orchid, was recently discovered in Assam.
A.Anacamptis lactea
B.Prosthechea fragrans
C.Lecanorchis taiwaniana
D.Vanda cultivar

Answer C
Explanation Lecanorchis taiwaniana (The parasitic bloom), a type of orchid was accidentally
discovered in Assam. This is the first time it is discovered in India.

27) What type of indicator does DRDO's ABHYAS drone, the High-speed
Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT) use to indicate the distance it missed?
A.Acoustic Miss Distance Indicator (AMDI)
B.Displacement Calculation Indicator (DCI)
C.LASER Distance Measurement Indicator (LDMI)
D.Ultrasonic Attitude Indicator (ATI)

Answer A
Explanation ABHYAS, the High-speed Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT) uses Acoustic Miss
Distance Indicator (AMDI) to indicate the distance it missed.

28) DRDO's ABHYAS has a ________ based navigation system.
A.Localizer Performance with Vertical Guidance (LPVG)
B.Localizer Performance with Horizontal Guidance (LPHG)
C.Macro-Electronic-Mechanical Systems (MEMS)

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 13 - May 19, 2019)

D.Micro-Electro-Mechanical Systems (MEMS)

Answer D
Explanation The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) conducted
successful flight test of 'ABHYAS', a High-speed Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT) at Balasore,
Odisha. For its guidance and navigation it uses indigenously developed Micro-ElectroMechanical Systems (MEMS) based navigation system.

29) India's DRDO recently flight tested _______, a High-speed Expendable
Aerial Target (HEAT) at Balasore, Odisha.
A.Rustom
B.ABHYAS
C.NISHANT
D.Rustom-2

Answer B
Explanation The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) conducted
successful flight test of 'ABHYAS', a High-speed Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT) at Balasore,
Odisha.

30) What is the theme for International Day of Families 2019?
A.Families and Climate Action: Focus on SDG 13
B.Families and inclusive societies
C.Families, education and well-being
D.Families, healthy lives and sustainable future

Answer A
Explanation The International Day of Families (IDF) is observed on the 15th of May every year.
The theme for IDF 2019 is Families and Climate Action: Focus on SDG 13.

31) When is the International Day of Families is observed?
A.13 May
B.15 May
C.24 May
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D.30 May

Answer B
Explanation The International Day of Families (IDF) is observed on the 15th of May every year.
The Day was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in 1993. The day reflects the importance
the international community attaches to families. It was first observed in 1996.

32) Centre is to mandate _________ code based payment method option using
UPI at all shops to promote digital payment.
A.mVisa
B.Quick response (QR)
C.VPA response
D.Bar response (BR)

Answer B
Explanation The Indian government is planning to mandate a quick response (QR) code based
payment method option using Unified Payments Interface (UPI) at all shops to promote digital
payment at a wide scale. The GST council approved the proposal.

33) Who is the world's first woman to cross the Atlantic Ocean solo in a Light
Sports Aircraft (LSA)?
A.Captain Aarohi Pandit
B.Captain Keithair Misquitta
C.Captain Avani Chaturvedi
D.Captain Shweta Singh

Answer A
Explanation Captain Aarohi Pandit, a 23-year-old pilot, from Mumbai became the world's first
woman to cross the Atlantic Ocean solo in a Light Sports Aircraft (LSA) on 14th May.

34) Pakistan plans to create a new province by bifurcating ________.
A.J&K
B.Punjab
C.Rajasthan
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D.Gujarat

Answer B
Explanation The Pakistan government plans to create the new South Punjab province by
bifurcating Punjab and would move a bill in the National Assembly.Punjab is Pakistan's second
largest province by area after Balochistan.

35) Who is to head the military space agency which is to be set up at
Bengaluru?
A.Air Marshal Rakesh Kumar
B.Air Vice Marshal SP Dharkar
C.Maj Gen AK Dhingra
D.Rear Admiral Mohit Gupta

Answer B
Explanation India plans to set up its military space agency headquartered at Bengaluru with the
ace fighter pilot Air Vice Marshal SP Dharkar as its likely head. It is expected to get operational
by June 2019.

36) India plans to set up military space agency headquartered at _________.
A.Dehradun
B.Mumbai
C.Bengaluru
D.New Delhi

Answer C
Explanation India plans to set up its military space agency headquartered at Bengaluru with the
ace fighter pilot Air Vice Marshal SP Dharkar as its likely head. It is expected to get operational
by June 2019.

37) Who is appointed as the head coach of the Indian football team?
A.Igor Stimac
B.Didier Deschamps
C.Jorge Sampaoli
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D.Tite

Answer A
Explanation Croatian World Cupper Igor Stimac is appointed as the head coach of the Indian
football team for a two-year term. The appointment was made by the AIFFs executive committee.

38) What is the current of Statutory Liquidity Ratio of RBI?
A.15%
B.16.25%
C.19%
D.20%

Answer C
Explanation The current of Statutory Liquidity Ratio of RBI is 19.00%.

39) RBI released Payment and Settlement Systems in India: Vision 2019 2021, a vision document that aims _________.
A.to promote digital transactions to 15% GDP in 2021
B.to push up debit card payment by 35%
C.to reduce cheque based payments to less than 2%
D.All of the above

Answer D
Explanation Reserve Bank of India on May 15 released a vision document, 'Payment and
Settlement Systems in India: Vision 2019 - 2021' that aims to achieve a highly digital and cashlite society. RBI targets to increase digital payment transaction of GDP by 15%, increase
payment system operators, increase fourfold increase in digital transactionsincrease debit card
transactions by 35%, reduce volume of cheque-based payments to less than 2% and many more.

40) RBI plans to increase digital payment transaction of GDP to ______ by
2021 as per the Payment and Settlement Systems in India: Vision 2019 - 2021.
A.15%
B.13%
C.21%
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D.17.25%

Answer A
Explanation RBI plans to increase digital payment transaction of GDP to 15% by 2021 as per the
Payment and Settlement Systems in India: Vision 2019 - 2021.

41) Where was the Christchurch Call to Action, where India signed, held?
A.Paris
B.Vienna
C.Geneva
D.Italy

Answer A
Explanation India signed the Christchurch Call to Action in Paris. The agreement came in the
backdrop of the attacks on Christchurch in March and is aimed at stopping the abuse of the
Internet by extremists.

42) ________ is created naturally when cosmic rays interact with nitrogen in
the atmosphere.
A.Radium-32
B.Carbon-14
C.Uranium-232
D.Bismuth

Answer B
Explanation Carbon-14 is a radioactive carbon that is created naturally when cosmic rays
interact with nitrogen in the atmosphere

43) ________ has passed the most restrictive abortion Bill in the U.S.
A.California
B.Florida
C.Texas
D.Alabama
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Answer D
Explanation The Alabama Senate has passed the most restrictive abortion Bill in the U.S., which
places a near-total ban on the termination of pregnancy (abortion), even in cases of rape and
incest, and could punish doctors who perform the procedure with life in prison.

44) Indian Coast Guard ship ______________ was decommissioned at
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh
A.ICGS Samrat
B.ICGS Vigraha
C.ICGS Samarth
D.ICGS Rajdhwaj

Answer B
Explanation Indian Coast Guard ship ICGS Vigraha was decommissioned at Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh.

45) What is the theme of the World Telecommunication Day 2019?
A.Bridging the standardization gap
B.Enabling the positive use of Artificial Intelligence for All
C.Big Data for Big Impact
D.ICT entrepreneurship for social impact

Answer A
Explanation World Telecommunication Day has been celebrated annually on 17 May since
1969. The theme for 2019 is Bridging the standardization gap.

46) When is the World Telecommunication Day celebrated?
A.May 1
B.May 5
C.May 12
D.May 17

Answer D
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Explanation World Telecommunication Day has been celebrated annually on 17 May since
1969. The theme for 2019 is Bridging the standardization gap.

47) Who is appointed as the Judge of Supreme Court of Fiji?
A.Retd. Justice Madan Lokur
B.Retd. Justice Madhukar Hiralal Kania
C.Retd. Justice Madan Bhimrao Lokur
D.Retd. Justice Arjan Kumar Sikri

Answer A
Explanation The Retired judge of Indian Supreme Court Justice Madan B Lokur is appointed as
a judge of Supreme Court of Fiji's non-resident panel. He has been appointed in the new role for a
period of three years.

48) Which Country has been selected to host Asian Cup Football tournament
in 2023 after South Korea's withdrawal?
A.North Korea
B.India
C.Taiwan
D.China

Answer D
Explanation China has become the sole contender to host Asian Cup Football tournament in
2023. The announcement came after South Korea has announced to withdraw its bid to host the
game.

49) Who is the chairperson of Lokpal?
A.Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose
B.Justice Adarsh Goel
C.Justice K. M. Joseph
D.Justice Kurian Joseph

Answer A
Explanation Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose is the chairperson of Lokpal.
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50) What is the website that India recently launched for the functioning of the
anti-corruption ombudsman?
A.anticorruptionandbribery
B.Lokpal
C.Lokpalact
D.LokpalforIndia

Answer B
Explanation The website of the Lokpal www.lokpal.gov.in has been launched in India. It was
inaugurated by Chairperson Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose in presence of all the Members of
Lokpal in New Delhi.

51) Which State holds 35% of Indias total Graphite reserves as per the report
of Geological Survey of India (GSI)?
A.Assam
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Arunachal Pradesh
D.Telangana

Answer C
Explanation The Geological Survey of India (GSI) in its report said that about 35% of India's
total Graphite reserves is found in Arunachal Pradesh. This is the highest found in country.

52) Non-Banking Finance Company (NBFC) is a company registered under
the ________ of India.
A.Companies Act, 1956
B.Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934
C.Banking Regulation Act, 1949
D.Companies Act, 2013

Answer A
Explanation Non-Banking Finance Company (NBFC) is a company registered under the
Companies Act, 1956 of India.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 13 - May 19, 2019)

53) RBI mandated _________ for Non-Banking Finance Companies (NBFC).
A.Chief Risk Officers (CRO)
B.Anti-Corruption Officers (ACO)
C.Task Force on Offshore Rupee Markets (TFORM)
D.Expert Committee Officers (ECO)

Answer A
Explanation The RBI has asked all the NBFC's with a size of over Rs.5,000 crore to appoint
Chief Risk Officers (CROs) with clearly specified roles and responsibilities. RBIs move comes in
the wake of ongoing rating downgrades of non-banks which has raised fears of another liquidity
crisis.

54) __________, British tennis player, received the knighthood award for
services at Buckingham Palace.
A.Andy Murray
B.Tim Henman
C.Johanna Konta
D.Liam Broady

Answer A
Explanation Sir Andy Murray, who is a Unicef UK ambassador, received the knighthood for
services to tennis and charity at Buckingham Palace. The Honours award are used to recognise
merit in terms of achievement and service.

55) What is the theme for World Hypertension Day 2019?
A.Know Your Blood Pressure
B.Know Your Numbers
C.Awareness of high blood pressure
D.Treat to goal

Answer B
Explanation The theme for World Hypertension Day 2019 is Know Your Numbers. The theme is
with a goal of increasing high blood pressure (BP) awareness in all populations around the world.
In 2019, WHL in conjunction with the International Society of Hypertension (ISH) will also
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promote May Measurement Month (MMM).

56) When is the World Hypertension Day celebrated?
A.14th May
B.15th May
C.16th May
D.17th May

Answer D
Explanation World Hypertension Day (WHD) is celebrated on 17th May. WHD was designated
and initiated by the World Hypertension League (WHL). The day was initiated to increase the
awareness of hypertension.

57) ________ the first Digital Legislature of the country.
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Telangana
C.Karnataka
D.Himachal Pradesh

Answer D
Explanation Himachal Pradesh is the first Digital Legislature of the country.

58) E-Vidhan is an initiative _________.
A.to provide merit scholarship for Law students
B.to digitize all records
C.to lend money for Ganga Cleaning project
D.to provide documents for the people who lost certificates/documents in distaster

Answer B
Explanation E-Vidhan is an initiative to digitize all records. It is a Mission Mode Project (MMP)
comes under the Digital India Programme, that functions under the Ministry of Parliamentary
Affairs (MoPA). Paperless Assembly or e-Assembly is a concept involving electronic means to
facilitate the work of Assembly.
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59) Which State has announced that it is to undertake E-Vidhan, an initiative
to digitize all records?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Kerala
D.Maharashtra

Answer C
Explanation The Kerala State Assembly is undertaking E-Vidhan, an initiative to digitize all
records. The first phase of the project is expected to be completed in 14 months. The project is
expected to cost around Rs.40 crore.

60) _______ is the first Asian country to legalise same-sex marriage.
A.China
B.India
C.Japan
D.Taiwan

Answer D
Explanation Taiwan becomes the first of any Asian country to legalise same-sex marriage with
the passage of legislation giving gay couples the right to marry.

61) Indian Navy conducted a cooperative engagement firing _______ on the
Western Seaboard.
A.MRSAM Barak-A
B.MRSAM Barak-8
C.LRSAM Barak-A
D.LRSAM Barak-8

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Navy conducted significant missile tests boosting its anti-air warfare
capabilities. The first cooperative engagement firing of the Medium Range Surface to Air Missile
(MRSAM) or Barak-8 was held on the Western Seaboard.
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62) What is the theme of the International Museum Day (IMD)?
A.Museums and Environment
B.Museums and contested histories: Saying the unspeakable in museums
C.Hyperconnected museums: New approaches, new publics
D.Museums as Cultural Hubs: The future of tradition

Answer D
Explanation International Museum Day (IMD) is an international day that is celebrated on 18th
May every year. The theme for International Museum Day (IMD) 2019 is Museums as Cultural
Hubs: The future of tradition.

63) When is the International Museum Day observed?
A.10th May
B.15th May
C.18th May
D.24th May

Answer C
Explanation International Museum Day (IMD) is an international day that is celebrated on 18th
May every year. It is coordinated by the International Council of Museums (ICOM).

64) Where is the headquarters of Organization for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) located?
A.Vienna, Austria
B.Paris, France
C.London, UK
D.Stockholm, Sweden

Answer B
Explanation The headquarters of Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) located in Paris, France.

65) India found problems with _________ that ranks countries based on their
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services trade policies.
A.Global Innovative Index (GII)
B.Sustainable Development Goals Index (SDGI)
C.Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
D.Global Institute of Foreigh Trade (GIFT)

Answer C
Explanation India has found problems with the current method under which the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) ranks countries based on their services trade
policies, indicating the outcomes are biased and counter-intuitive.

66) Over 2.7 lakh Rohingya refugees in ________ have been registered by the
United Nations, several getting identity cards as their first-ever proof of
documentation.
A.Myanmar
B.Thailand
C.Bangladesh
D.India

Answer C
Explanation Over 2.7 lakh Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh have been registered by the United
Nations, several getting identity cards as their first-ever proof of documentation.

67) Who is appointed as the US deputy attorney general?
A.Rod Rosenstein
B.Jeffrey Rosen
C.Mike Pompeo
D.Patrick M.Shanahan

Answer B
Explanation Jeffrey Rosen was confirmed as the United States latest deputy attorney general by
the US Senate. He replaces Rod Rosenstein.
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68) Who instituted the UN Sasakawa Award?
A.Nippon Foundation
B.REACT International
C.Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
D.GlobalMedic

Answer A
Explanation United Nations Sasakawa Award was instituted in 1986 by Nippon Foundation. It is
jointly given by the UNDRR and the Nippon Foundation.

69) Who was awarded the Sasakawa Award 2019 for Disaster Risk Reduction?
A.PM Narendra Modi
B.Ashok Laxmanrao Kukade
C.Pravin Gordhan
D.Pramod Kumar Mishra

Answer D
Explanation United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) has awarded the
Sasakawa Award 2019 for Disaster Risk Reduction to Pramod Kumar Mishra. The award
recognized his dedication to improving the resilience of communities most exposed to disasters.
He is currently serving as Additional Principal Secretary to Prime Minister of India Narendra
Modi.

70) What is the currency of Saudi Arabia?
A.Saudi Pound
B.Saudi dirham
C.Saudi riyal
D.Saudi fils

Answer C
Explanation The currency of Saudi Arabia is Saudi riyal.

71) Which System did the Saudi government approve for the first time for
investors and skilled expatriates approved to stimulate the national economy?
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A.Diverse residence Scheme
B.Diplomatic residing System
C.Privileged Iqama Scheme
D.Nitaqat System

Answer C
Explanation The Saudi government has approved for the first time Privileged Iqam, a scheme for
entrepreneurs, investors and skilled expatriates approved to stimulate the national economy. The
approval is aimed at attracting long-term investments as the government tries to diversify the
economy and boost domestic spending.
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