.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 6 - May 12, 2019)

Table of Contents
1. BANKING & FINANCE

3

2. BUSINESS & ECONOMY

5

3. INTERNATIONAL

8

4. INDIAN AFFAIRS

13

5. SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

21

6. DEFENCE

25

7. AWARDS AND HONOURS

26

8. SPORTS

28

9. SUMMITS & CONFERENCE

29

10. SCHEMES

32

11. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN

33

12. IMPORTANT DAYS

34

13. BOOKS & AUTHORS

37

14. AGREEMENTS, MOU

38

15. QUIZ CORNER

39

16. USEFUL LINKS

58

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 6 - May 12, 2019)

BANKING & FINANCE
RBI to enhance housing loan limits under priority sector lending for RRBs
and SFBs
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to enhance the housing loan limits
for Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) and Small Finance Banks (SFBs) for
eligibility under priority sector lending, in a bid to give them a level playing field
with other Scheduled Commercial Banks.
RBI said that the existing family income limit of Rs.2 lakh per annum, prescribed
in the master direction for RRBs and the compendium for SFBs, eligible for loans
to housing projects exclusively for the purpose of construction of houses for
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) and Low-Income Groups (LIG), has
been revised to Rs.3 lakh per annum for EWS and Rs.6 lakh per annum for
LIG.
Housing loans to individuals up to Rs.35 lakh in metropolitan centres and Rs.25
lakh in other centres will be eligible for classification under Priority Sector
Lending.
This is in alignment with the income criteria specified under the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana.
Priority Sector Lending:
Priority Sector Lending is an important role given by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) to the banks for providing a specified portion of the bank lending to few
specific sectors like agriculture and allied activities, micro and small enterprises,
poor people for housing, students for education and other low income groups and
weaker sections. This is essentially meant for all-round development of the
economy as opposed to focusing only on the financial sector.
Priority Sector includes the following categories:
1. Agriculture
2. Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
3. Export Credit
4. Education
5. Housing
6. Social Infrastructure
7. Renewable Energy
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8. Others

RBI withdrew its circular that asked banks to disclose IL&FS exposure,
provisions
The Reserve Bank of India, on 8th May, withdrew its April 24 circular that
required the banks to make specific disclosures as the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) lifted the freeze on banks from declaring the
accounts of debt-laden IL&FS and its group companies as non-performing.
This comes after NCLAT last week allowed banks to declare defaulting loans of
IL&FS and its group companies as bad loans.
NCLAT's order:
NCLAT said No financial institution will declare the accounts of IL&FS or its
entities as NPA without prior permission of this Appellate Tribunal.
On 25th February, NCLAT had said that owing to non-payment of dues by
Infrastructure Leasing and Financial Services (IL&FS) or its subsidiaries, no
financial institution will declare the accounts as NPA without the prior approval of
the appellate tribunal. The central bank had appealed against this order.
As per RBIs IRAC norms, a loan where repayment has been delayed by more than
90 days should be classified as NPA and 15% of the outstanding loan has to be set
aside as provisions in the first year. The provisions then increase to 25%, 40% and
finally to 100% as the asset quality deteriorates.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 6 - May 12, 2019)

BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Myntra appoints Virat Kohli, Anushka Sharma as first brand ambassadors
Flipkart-owned fashion e-commerce platform Myntra appointed Virat Kohli and
Anushka Sharma as its first ever official brand ambassadors.
Myntra launched an integrated campaign called Go Myntra-lala to promote the
brand. Advertising agency McCann Worldgroup from Bengaluru has created the
television campaign.
Anushka Sharma is a Bollywood actress and Virat Kohli is a famous cricket player.
The couple has worked as brand ambassadors together for brands including Head
and Shoulders and Manyavar.
About Myntra:
Parent organization: Flipkart
Founded: 2007
Headquarters location: Bengaluru
Founders: Mukesh Bansal, Vineet Saxena, Ashutosh Lawania

Vodafone Idea signed multi million dollar IT deal with the tech giant IBM
Vodafone Idea Ltd, India's largest telecom operator, on 3rd May announced
a five-year multi-million-dollar IT outsourcing deal with tech giant IBM. This
engagement will also contribute to Vodafone Idea's merger synergy objectives by
reducing its IT-related costs.
The company did not divulge the size of the deal but some reports pegged it at
about $700 million.
The collaboration will provide Vodafone Idea with a hybrid cloud-based digital
platform to enable more intimate engagement with its over 387 million subscribers
(as of 31 December 2018), enhancing business efficiency, agility, and scale plus
simplification of its business processes.
The new infrastructure platform will remove constraints to an exponential growth
of data usage driven by increasing consumption of video, streaming and digital
commerce, the statement said, adding that it will also drive enhanced customer
experience to millions of connected consumers and businesses in India.
Vodafone Idea Limited:
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Founded on: 2018
Headquarters: Mumbai (Corp), Gandhinagar (Reg.)
Chairman: Kumar Mangalam Birla
CEO: Balesh Sharma
Parent: Vodafone Group, Aditya Birla Group
Vodafone Idea Limited is India's largest telecom operator. It provides services
including Mobile payments, IoT, advanced enterprise offerings and
entertainment, accessible via both digital channels as well as on-ground touch
points, centers across the country.

Reliance Brands signs to buy out Hamleys for 68 million euros
Reliance Brands, a subsidiary of Reliance Industries Ltd. (RIL), has signed a
definitive agreement with C Banner International, a Hong Kong-listed company.
The aim is to acquire 100% shares of centuries-old British toy retailer Hamleys
for 68 million.
Reliance Brands said that the 250-year old English toy retailer pioneered the
concept of experiential retailing, decades before the concept of creating a unique
experience in brick and motor retailing become the new global norm. The
worldwide acquisition places Reliance on the frontline of global retail.

NCLAT directed RP to take over RCom board for corporate insolvency
resolution process
Reliance Communications (RCom) on 8th May informed the stock exchanges
that the administration of the corporate debtor would be taken over by the interim
resolution professional (RP) and the corporate insolvency resolution process
(CIRP) would resume, following the National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) directive.
The National Company Law Tribunal allowed a consortium of 31 banks, led by
SBI, to form a committee of creditors. As per the Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code, the resolution process has to be completed within 270 days.
Case file:
Sep 2017: Ericsson takes RCom to NCLT for non-payment of dues
May 15, 2018: NCLT admits the case and orders initiation of CIRP
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May 18: NCLT appoints interim resolution professional
May 30: NCLAT stays insolvency proceedings against RCom
Apr 30, 2019: NCLAT vacates the stay order
May 7: NCLT directs the resumption of insolvency proceedings
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INTERNATIONAL
King Maha Vajiralongkorn was crowned as the Thai King
King Maha Vajiralongkorn was crowned as the Thai King. The three-day
coronation, which started on 4th May, is the first since Vajiralongkorns adored
and revered father was crowned in 1950. He was carried by soldiers on a gilded
palanquin through the streets of Bangkok 5th May, in front of crowds who craned
to witness the historic event.
The King, Rama X of the Chakri dynasty, wore a bejewelled robe and broadbrimmed hat with a feather on the second of three days of pageantry and royal
splendour.The seven-km procession brings the public into close proximity with the
monarch for the first time, two years after he ascended the throne in an increasingly
assertive reign.
It started at around 5 p.m. (1000 GMT) at the grand palace in Bangkoks old quarter
as trumpets blared, soldiers shouted commands and cannons fired a 21-gun
salute.Early on 5th May, the king bestowed royal titles on family members who
crawled to his throne in a striking show of deference to the monarch, who was
joined by his new Queen Suthida.
King Vajiralongkorn:
Vajiralongkorn is the King of Thailand since 2016. He is the only son of King
Bhumibol Adulyadej and Queen Sirikit. In 1972, at the age of 20, he was made
crown prince by his father. After his father's death on 13 October 2016, he was
expected to accede to the throne of Thailand but asked for time to mourn before
taking the throne.
He accepted the throne on the night of 1 December 2016. His father was cremated
on 26 October 2017. His coronation took place from 46 May 2019. The Thai
government retroactively declared his reign to have begun on 13 October 2016,
upon his father's death. As the tenth monarch of the Chakri dynasty, he is also
styled as Rama X. Aged 64 at that time, Vajiralongkorn became the oldest Thai
monarch to ascend to the throne.

The two Reuters journalists were released from Myanmar jail
Two Reuters journalists,Wa Lone, and Kyaw Soe Oo, jailed in Myanmar for
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breaking the country's Official Secrets Act walked free from prison after spending
more than 500 days behind bars. The duo received a presidential pardon.
Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo revealed the massacre of 10 Muslim Rohingya men.
They had been convicted in September and sentenced to seven years in jail.
Released under presidential amnesty:
It is customary in Myanmar for authorities to free prisoners across the country
around the time of the traditional New Year, which began on April 17.
They were released under a presidential amnesty for 6,520 prisoners.
President Win Myint has pardoned thousands of other prisoners in mass amnesties
since last month.
Myanmar:
President: Win Myint
Capital: Naypyidaw
Currency: Kyat (K) (MMK)
Official languages: Burmese

U.S. Commercial Service to bring more than 100 U.S. companies to India
The U.S. Commercial Service is to bring more than 100 U.S. companies to India
as a part of the U.S. Department of Commerces largest annual trade mission
program, Trade Winds.
Trade Winds Indo-Pacific is to feature a three-day business forum in New Delhi,
with additional trade mission stops in Ahmedabad, Chennai, Kolkata, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, and Bangladesh. At each mission stop, the attending
companies will meet directly with government leaders, market experts, and prevetted potential business partners.
The U.S. Department of Commerce is to use every available resource to ensure fair
and reciprocal trade for U.S. businesses selling their products and services all over
the world.
Trade Winds:
It is now in its 11th year. It has directly supported more than $3.4 billion in U.S.
exports in over 40 countries, and in 2018, U.S. exports of goods and services to the
Indo-Pacific were more than $476 billion. The potential for growth in U.S.-India
trade is enormous given the size of our economies as the exports of U.S. goods and
services to India reached $58.9 billion in 2018.
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Laurentino Cortizo has been elected as the President of Panama
Panama's Electoral Court declaredLaurentino Cortizo as the winner of
Panama's presidential election. He will replace Juan Carlos Varela. Mr.Cortizo
finished 2% points ahead ofRomulo Roux.
Cortizo is a candidate for Panama's Democratic Revolutionary Party
(PRD). The party won 33% of 95% of votes counted. The PRD was founded in
1979 by military ruler Omar Torrijos and has been out of power since 2009.
Laurentino Cortizo:
Mr.Cortizo is a 66-Year-old cattleman who was educated in the US. He has earlier
served as country's minister of agriculture and also held roles at regional
Organisation of American States, and worked in construction and livestock sectors.
His presidential campaign focused on combating inequality and corruption, rising
unemployment, Panama's education system, state of water utilities and rubbish
collection in the capital, Panama City and slowing economic growth in this Central
America trade and financial hub.
Panama:
President: Juan Carlos Varela
Vice President: Isabel Saint Malo
Capital: Panama City
Currency: Balboa (PAB), United States dollar (USD)
Official languages: Spanish
Panama is a country in Central America
It is bordered by Costa Rica to the west, Colombia to the southeast, the Caribbean
Sea to the north, and the Pacific Ocean to the south

Iran to reduce commitments to nuclear deal in response to US decision
Iran said that it will reduce some of its commitments to the nuclear deal in
response to the United States decision to withdrew from the 2015 multilateral
deal known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). The decision
will be communicated to the Ambassadors of the five countries, Britain, China,
France, Germany, and Russia.
US and Iran relationship:
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The US unilaterally withdrew on May 8, 2018, from the 2015 multilateral deal
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) under which Iran
agreed to curb its nuclear programme in exchange for the lifting of biting sanctions.
US President Donald Trump has since restored US sanctions and extended them,
effectively ordering countries around the world to stop buying Iranian oil or face
sanctions of their own.
The US also blacklisted Iran's elite Revolutionary Guard Corps as terrorists,
and on 5th May the US announced that it was deploying a naval strike group to the
Middle East because of indications of a credible threat from Iranian regime forces.
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA):
The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), known commonly as the Iran
nuclear deal or Iran deal, is an agreement on the Iranian nuclear program.
It reached to the consensus in Vienna on July 14, 2015,between Iran, the P5+1
which are the five permanent members of the United Nations Security Council China, France, Russia, United Kingdom, the United States plus Germany, and
the European Union.
The nuclear deal was endorsed by UN Security Council Resolution 2231, adopted
on July 20, 2015. Irans compliance with the nuclear-related provisions of the
JCPOA will be verified by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
according to certain requirements set forth in the agreement. On May 8, 2018,
President Trump announced that the United States would withdraw from the
JCPOA and reinstate U.S. nuclear sanctions on the Iranian regime.

Iran partially withdrew from JCPOA
Iran announced it will pull out of some commitments under 2015 international
nuclear agreement signed with world powers, called Joint Comprehensive Plan
Of Action (JCPOA).
Iran said it will stop suppressing its stocks of enriched uranium and heavy water,
as these are needed by certain types of the reactor for nuclear fission to take place.
It mentioned that such actions are required from Iran as the European Union
(EU) and other countries did not have the power to resist US pressure. The move is
to secure Iran's rights and bring back the balance after the United States exited from
an agreement in 2018.
The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA):
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It is known commonly as the Iran nuclear deal or Iran deal.It is an agreement on the
Iranian nuclear program reached in Vienna on July 14, 2015, between Iran, the
P5+1 (China, France, Russia, United Kingdom, United States - plus Germany), and
the European Union.
Iran agreed to eliminate its stockpile of low-enriched uranium by 98%and reduce
by about two-thirds the number of its gas centrifuges for 13 years.
US's Stand on the deal:
In May 2018, US President Donald Trump announced that US will unilaterally pull
out of from JCPOA, re-imposing US sanctions on Iran. His administration found
the deal to be defective to the core.
The US also announced to cancel waivers to countries (including India) who
continue to purchase oil from Iran.
Reasons given for Withdrawal:
JCPOA does not have binding restrictions on Iran's ballistic missile programme and
it does nothing to prevent Iran from sponsoring terrorism in its region. Most
restrictions have a sunset clause, which means that over the years JCPOA's
provisions will become less strict and this will enable Iran to move towards nuclearweapon capability.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Organ allocation for foreign nationals must get approval for NOTTO
The National Organ & Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO) has
mandated that an organ could be allocated to a foreign national only after it gives
its approval. Transplant Authority of Tamil Nadu (Transtan) has started
following this guideline.
In the last one year, the number of Indian patients receiving organs from brain-dead
donors has gone up by 56% in Tamil Nadu. The number of lungs transplanted on
Indians went up from 43 in 2017 to 84 in 2018.
The Transplant Authority of Tamil Nadu (Transtan) introduced steps to bring about
greater transparency in the allocation of organs harvested from brain-dead
people.
National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organization (NOTTO):
NOTTOis a National level organization set up under Directorate General of Health
Services, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India and an
only official organization.
It is an apex body that coordinates with States on the procurement and distribution
of organs in compliance with the Transplantation of Human Organs Act
(THOA).

EC relaxed MCC in Maharashtra for conducting drought relief works
The Election Commission of India (ECI) has permitted relaxation in the Model
Code of Conduct (MCC) in Maharashtra for conducting drought relief works in
the state. The relaxation was made after state CM Devendra Fadnavis wrote to the
EC on the issue.
The EC further directed that government staff involved in vote counting shouldn't
accompany ministers on any tour during this period.
ECI's Model Code of Conduct (MCC):
MCC is a set of guidelines issued by the Election Commission of India for the
conduct of political parties and candidates during elections mainly with respect to
speeches, polling day, polling booths, portfolios, election manifestos, processions
and general conduct.
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The main purpose of MCC is to ensure that ruling parties, at the Centre and in the
States, do not misuse their position of advantage to gain an unfair edge.For
example, politicians should not make hate speeches, putting one community against
another or make promises about new projects that may sway a voter.
For the 2019 Indian general election, the code came into force on 10th March
2019 when the Commission announced the dates and remains in force till the end of
the electoral process.
Election Commission of India (ECI):
ECI is responsible for administering election processes in India
Formed on: 25 January 1950
Headquarters: New Delhi
Chief Election Commissioner: Sunil Arora
Election Commissioner: Ashok Lavasa
Maharashtra:
Governor: C.Vidyasagar Rao
Chief Minister: Devendra Fadnavis
Capitals: Mumbai, Nagpur (Winter)
Official languages: Marathi
Districts: 36 total

Odisha sought Rs.7000 crore under PMAY Scheme for the flood disaster relief
The Odisha State government demanded special allotment of Rs.7,000 crore
under the Prime Minister Awas Yojna with 90:10 funding ratio. Provision of five
lakh disaster-resilient affordable houses which would require Rs.7,000 crore was
sought by the State.
Centre will provide further assistance to cyclone-hit Odisha after the assessment by
an inter-ministerial Central team. Assuring that a Central team would visit the State
soon to assess the extent of damage to infrastructure, housing, fishermen and farms
and relief needed to be provided to the State. Since district-wise damage could not
be compiled due to failure of the communication network, the Odisha government
would submit a memorandum in detail after assessment of the damage.
Other demands laid by the State:
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik sought Rs.10,000 crorefor building disaster-resilient
infrastructure on the power sector of Coastal Odisha.Moreover, special
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interventions such as permission for Foreign Contribution Regulation Act
(FCRA) clearance for contribution to the Chief Ministers Relief Fund and
contribution of corporates to Chief Minister Relief Fund (CMRF) being recognised
as a corporate social responsibility as in the case of PMNRF were other demands
made by the State.The Chief Minister also demanded that Odisha be granted special
category status.
Special Category Status (SCS):
SCS is granted by the National Development Council (NDC).This is to provide
certain disadvantaged states with preferential treatment in the form of central
assistance and tax breaks.
Initially, 3 states namely Assam, Nagaland, and Jammu & Kashmir, were
granted the status. Then 8 states namely Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Sikkim, Tripura, and Uttarakhand, were
added.
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY)
PMAY, an initiative by Government of India, was launched in June 2015. Under
the scheme,affordable housing will be provided to the urban poor with a target of
building 20 million affordable houses by 31 March 2022.
It has two components:
1. Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) (PMAY-U) for the urban poor
2. Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana (Gramin) (PMAY-G/PMAY-R) for the rural
poor
Cumulative total number of funded houses approved thus far is 39,25,240 in the
urban area including the subsumed RAY scheme and completion of construction of
5 million rural houses by March 2018 and 10 million rural houses by March 2019.

KVIC distributed more than 1 lakh bee boxes inder Honey Mission initiative
The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) distributed more than
one lakh bee-boxes among farmers and unemployed youths across India in less
than two years under its Honey Mission initiative. The mission they have created
more than 10,000 new jobs, besides creating around 25,000 additional man-days
through the fabrication of bee boxes and honey extractors. This is the first time
such mass scale distribution of honey bee boxes has taken place in the country.
About Honey Mission:
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It was launched in August 2017 in line with PM Narendra Modi's call for 'Sweet
Revolution' (revolution in the production of honey to increase its production) in
2016 while introducing Banas Honey project at Deesa in Gujarat.
About Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC):
It is a statutory body formed under Khadi and Village Industries Commission
Act of 1956 by Government of India. It is an apex organisation under Ministry of
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME). It aims to generate
employment in India's rural and urban areas.The Central Government of India
funds the Khadi and Village Institutions/Co-operatives/Entrepreneurs through the
Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises.
The Commission has three main objectives:
1. The Social Objective - Providing employment in rural areas
2. The Economic Objective - Providing saleable articles
3. The Wider Objective - Creating self-reliance amongst people and building
up a strong rural community spirit.
The commission seeks to achieve these objectives by implementing and
monitoring various schemes and programs.
The Schemes and Programs of the Commission are:
Prime Ministers Employment Generation Program (PMEGP)
Interest Subsidy Eligibility Certification Scheme (ISEC)
Rebate Scheme

Purple Frog to be named as Keralas state amphibian
Purple Frog is to be named as Keralas state amphibian. The species is endemic
to theWestern Ghats. The title would help in protecting species fragile habitat. The
proposal for was mooted by Kerala's leading Herpetologists, a specialist in the
study of reptiles and amphibians.
It is believed that the species should be rightly called a living fossil as its
evolutionary roots suggest it could have shared space with dinosaurs going back
almost 70 million years ago.
About the Purple Frog:
The purple frog is a frog species belonging to the family Sooglossidae. Its
scientific name is Nasikabatrachus sahyadrensis.It can be found in the Western
Ghats in India
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The taxon was recognized by its tadpole and has been described in 1918.But the
adult frog was formally described in October 2003.
For almost its entire life it lives in underground tunnels and comes out to surface
for only a single day in a year to breed. The tadpoles that emerge out of the eggs
look identical to sucker fish and are found clinging onto rocks and boulders
alongside these seasonal, fast-flowing streams where they feed on algae. They are
known to spend up to 120 days in the open before they metamorphose into frogs
and make their journey into subterranean soil where they will live almost
permanently.
As per theInternational Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), their
conservation status is endangered.
Kerala:
Governor: P.Sathasivam
Chief Minister: Pinarayi Vijayan
Capital: Thiruvananthapuram
Official: Malayalam
Districts: 14
Animal: Indian Elephant
Bird: Great hornbill
Fish: Green chromide
Insect: Papilio Buddha

Genetic study was conducted on Lakshadweep island people for the first time
For the very first-time scientists carried out a genetic study on people of
Lakshadweep Islands. It was conducted by a team of researchers at CSIR's
(Council of Scientific & Industrial Research) Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology (CCMB). They studied the major islands of Kadmat, Andorth,
Chetlat, Agatti, Kalpeni, Bitra, Kiltan, and Minicoy of Lakshadweep.
Observations:
They analyzed DNA samples of 557 individuals from eight major islands for
mitochondrial DNA and 166 individuals for Y chromosome markers.
It was presumed that people of Lakshadweep Islands might have the presence of
genetic signatures of ancient people, like Andamanese and Australian
aboriginals and majority derived from South Asia with minor influences from East
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and West Eurasia.
It found the close genetic link of Lakshadweep islanders with people fromthe
Maldives, Sri Lanka, and India.
It did not find any evidence of early human migration through Lakshadweep
islands.
Lakshadweep:
Formed on: 1 November 1956
Administrator: Farooq Khan IPS (Retd.)
MP: Mohammed Faizal P. P.
Capital: Kavaratti
Official Languages: Malayalam, English
Lakshadweep is an archipelago of 36 islands in the Arabian Sea. It has a
population of approximately 65,000. However, the first human settlement of
this archipelago is not clear.

EC ordered repolling in Tripura
The Election Commission on 8th May ordered re-polling in 168 booths of West
Tripura parliamentary constituency. Tripura is the highest for any Lok Sabha
constituency in the ongoing elections.
The commission declared the voting held at these polling stations void based on
reports submitted by the chief electoral officer, special observer and the returning
officer. The re-polling is scheduled for May 12.

Centre to revoke Black Lists of Indian origin people
The Ministry of Home Affairs announced that it has put an end to the local
adverse lists commonly known as Black Lists of Indian-origin people.
What is the Blacklist of Indian-origin people?
It is a list maintained by Indian Embassies in different countries and posts abroad
under the plea of alleged persecution in India. It contains a list of Indian-origin
people who have taken asylum. These asylum seekers in the list are predominantly
Sikhs. They are denied visas.
Decisions by the Ministry:
All such Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) and their families who are not in the
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main adverse list of the government will now be granted a visa and consular
services at par with foreigners of that country.
They can also get Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) cards if they have held
normal Indian visas for at least two years.
The government has also delegated to state governments and Foreigners Regional
Registration Officers (FRROs) to grant permits to foreigners to visit protected
and restricted areas in the country.
The state governments and FRROs can now grant such permits even for nontourism purposes and even in areas not opened for tourism purposes.

ISF India plans to add 3 million tech jobs by 2023
Indian Staffing Federation (ISF), the apex body for theflexiworking industry said
that the Indian tech industry will add another three million new jobs in the next
five years. With the additions, the size of the countrys tech army will be 7 million
by 2023.
It also said that the new jobs would come up in digital technology areas such as
artificial intelligence (AI), machine learning, Internet of things (IOT), data science,
analytics, big data, blockchain and augmented reality. Jobs would also be created in
newer technology areas that are presently unknown but are expected to emerge and
evolve in the next few years.
India now has about 1,300 captive units. Some 400 new captive units are coming
up in 2019. The shift is attributed to a sharp rise in hiring by existing and new
global in-house centres (GCCs) due to technology innovation activities in India for
their global markets.

Venkaiah Naidu commenced his 4 day official visit to Vietnam
Vice President of India M.Venkaiah Naidu commenced his four-day official visit
to Vietnam on 9 May 2019. His visit comes after a series of high-level exchanges
between India-Vietnam in 2018 which include visit of Vietnamese Prime Minister
in January and President in March to India.
During his visit, the Vice President will be participating in 16th United Nations
Day of Vesak (UNDV) at Tam Chuc pagoda in northern Ha Nam province of
Vietnam. This visit is expected to enhance India's Comprehensive Strategic
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Partnership with Southeast Asian nation, Vietnam.
He will visit Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum, to pay homage to Former Prime Minister
(and also President) of Vietnam. He will meet Indian community and Vietnamese
beneficiaries of 'Jaipur Foot Artificial Limb Fitment Camp' organized in 2018 by
India under 'India for Humanity' initiative. It was launched to commemorate 150th
Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.
He will pay tributes to martyrs at National Monument of Heroes and Martyrs
(Vietnam's War Memorial). He will also meet Nguyen Kim Thi
Ngan, Chairperson of National Assembly of Vietnam (Vietnam's Legislative
Assembly).
Vietnam:
President: Nguyn Ph Trng
Prime Minister: Nguyn Xun Phc
Capital: Hanoi
Currency: ng () (VND)
Official/national language: Vietnamese
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
ISRO to launch RISAT 2BR1 by the end of May
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) announced its plans to launch
its latest radar imaging reconnaissance satellite 'RISAT 2BR1 ' towards the end of
May 2019. Its launch was earlier scheduled in 2020.
The RISAT (radar imaging satellite), will be carried by PSLV-C46. It is one of
the reusable variants of ISRO's Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) rocket,
which has offered significant progress and technology sophistication in terms of
advancement in space technologies.
The designation C-46' is as per ISRO's numbering system.It would depart from the
first launch pad at Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.
ISROs RISAT:
The RISAT series by ISRO is first all-weather earth observation satellites.
These Radar imaging satellites are designed to all-weather surveillance using
synthetic aperture radars (SAR) i.e. they provide a continuous (24x7) view of
earth day or night and even during bad weather for defence.

Japan first privately developed rocket Momo-3 reached outer space
A Japanese aerospace startup Interstellar Technology Inc. successfully launched a
first privately developed rocket Momo-3 into space.
The unmanned rocket launched from its test site in Taiki on the northern Japanese
island of Hokkaido and it reached about 110 km in altitude before falling into the
Pacific Ocean after 10 minutes of flight time.
The rocket is 10 meters in length, 50 centimeters in diameter and weighs about 1
ton. Momo-3 rocket has the capability of putting payloads into the orbit.
The company Interstellar Technology Inc. founded by former Livedoor Co.
President Takafumi Horie in 2013.
About Japan
Emperor: Naruhito
Prime Minister: Shinzo Abe
Capital: Tokyo
Currency: Japanese Yen
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SpaceX successfully launched cargo mission for NASA to ISS
SpaceX successfully launched a Dragon spacecraft on a cargo mission for NASA
to International Space Station (ISS).This is SpaceX's fifth launch of the year. The
launch was rescheduled earlier due to some electrical problem on ISS.
It was launched on a 'Falcon 9' rocket, from Cape Canaveral in Florida. It is being
used for the first time. Rocket on boards an uncrewed Cargo Dragon spacecraft.
About the Dragon spacecraft:
It is scheduled to reach ISS on May 6. It carries 2,500 kilograms of research,
supplies, and hardware for astronauts living and workingon ISS as part of the
CRS-17 mission (17th resupply mission).

Asteroid 99942 Apophis will fly towards the Earth in 10 years
The U.S. space agency NASA said that an asteroid named 99942 Apophis will fly
towards the Earth in 10 years. The colossal asteroid is named after the Egyptian
god of chaos and destruction. It is expected to approach dangerously close to the
Earth on April 13, 2029.
It will be crossing about 19,000 miles (31,000 km) away from Earth. Current
calculations show that Apophis still has a small chance of impacting the earth.
NASA said it's relatively rare for such a large object to pass so close to the Earth
and it will be a great opportunity for asteroid scientists around the world to conduct
a close-up study of the Apophis' size, shape, composition and possibly even its
interior.The asteroid will be observed with both optical and radar telescopes. With
radar observations, we might be able to see surface details that are only a few
meters in size.
Apophis was discovered in 2004 by U.S. astronomers. Since its discovery, optical
and radar telescopes have tracked Apophis as it continues on its orbit around the
sun, so scientists has predicted its future trajectory.
Asteroids:
Asteroids are minor planets, especially of the inner Solar System. Larger
asteroids have also been called planetoids. There exist millions of asteroids. They
are differentiated from comets and meteoroids as asteroids are mainly composed of
mineral and rock. Asteroids formed closer to the sun, preventing the development
of cometary ice.
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Asteroids are formed closer to the sun to prevent the development of cometary ice.
Asteroids have a diameter of greater than one meter. The first asteroid, Ceres, was
discovered in 1801.

IIT Bombay researchers developed first indigenous microprocessor AJIT
Engineers from the Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IIT Bombay) have
developed a microprocessor called AJIT which could reduce the countrys
dependence on imports. It is the first to be conceptualised, designed, developed and
manufactured in India.
The project was funded by the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) and IIT Bombay. Powai Labs, a Mumbai-based company,
has invested in the venture. It will own, market and support the product.
Indias electronics market is expected to reach $400 billion by 2020. Most of the
electronic devices that are used are imported and only a quarter of the devices are
produced in the country.
Microprocessor:
An electronic equipment that is almost always imported is the microprocessor. It is
the brain of an electronic device. A microprocessor is an integrated circuit that
contains a few million transistors (semiconductor-based electronic devices) fused
on a semiconductor chip.
The dimension is of few millimetres. It is used in almost every electronic device,
from the microwave and washing machine in homes to supercomputers of a space
station.
However, developing and manufacturing it is not easy; it is expensive, risky, and
needs skill. Hence, only a handful of companies across the world have been able to
manufacture and sell microprocessors.
AJIT:
The researchers developed a tool set called AHIR-V2, which can convert an
algorithm to hardware to design the microprocessor circuit.
AJIT is a medium-sized processor.
It can be used inside a set top box, as a control panel for automation systems,
in a traffic light controller or even robotic systems
The expected price of the processor in market will be Rs.100.
It can not be used in mobile phones yet but not for trivial uses like washing
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machines either.It can be used in WiFi routers, secure power metres or even
electronic voting machines.
In the first stage, AJIT has been manufactured in the government-owned
Semiconductor Laboratory, Chandigarh.
MeitY has extended its funding to enhance the processor and deploy it in
government-initiated projects.
SAMEER (Society for Applied Microwave Electronics Engineering &
Research), an independent laboratory under MeitY, is planning to use AJIT
in the receivers being developed for NAVIC or IRNNS (The Indian
Regional Navigation Satellite System), an indigenous navigation system for
the Indian subcontinent.

Scientists created fake asteroid destroys New York City
An asteroid 200 feet wide just plowed into a simulated New York City, sent there
by NASA as part of an exercise to study what might happen if astronomers found a
giant space rock heading toward Earth.
NASA scientists have revealed the outcomes of its asteroid impact drill where they
simulated an asteroid heading towards Denver, US. The world's space powers
collaborated to hit and deflect the 180-meter-wide asteroid. However, a 60-metre
chunk broke off and hit New York City at 69,000 kmph destroying everything in a
15-km radius as political disagreements failed in nuking the rock.
If the collision had been real, the city would have been hit with a force 1,000 times
more powerful than the nuclear bomb dropped on Hiroshima, leveling buildings
from Central Park to lower Manhattan and causing up to 1.3 million deaths.
Scientists said the city might have been spared had there been more than eight
fictional years to plan space missions to knock the asteroid off course from Earth.
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DEFENCE
India in talks with Uk for INS Vishal
The United Kingdom is in talks with the Indian government on building a new
state-of-the-art aircraft carrier along the lines of Britains HMS Queen Elizabeth as
part of the ongoing Make in India negotiations.
The talks are underway for the Indian Navy to buy detailed plans for the 65,000-ton
British warship to build a so-called copycat supercarrierto be named INS Vishal
in 2022.If a deal can be agreed, the new warship would be built in India but UK
companies could supply many of the parts.
INS Vishal:
INS Vishal, meaning 'giant' in Sanskrit, also known as Indigenous Aircraft
Carrier 2 (IAC-2) is a planned aircraft carrier to be built by Cochin Shipyard
Limited for the Indian Navy.
It is intended to be the second aircraft carrier to be built in India after INS Vikrant
(IAC-1).It will be the first supercarrier to be built in India.
In the proposed design of INS Vishal an Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch
System (EMALS) CATOBAR system is under consideration.
The design stage of IAC-2 began in 2012, and was undertaken by the navys Naval
Design Bureau.
On 13 May 2015, Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) allotted Rs.30 crore for
initial construction planning process of INS Vishal.
Initially, the carrier was expected to enter service by the 2020s, but the expected
date of completion was later postponed to the 2030s.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Bandana sets Guinness World Records on Longest Dancing Marathon by an
Individual
An 18-year old girl from Nepal named Bandana set a Guinness World
Records on 'Longest Dancing Marathon by an Individual'. She danced
exclusively to Nepalese music continuously for 126 hours (over five days).
She broke the record set by India's Kalamandalam Hemlatha, who danced
continuously for 123 hours and 15 minutes in 2011.
She performed classical dance form Mohiniyattam and set the record at age of 37.
About Guinness World Records:
Since its inception from 1933 to 2000, it was known as 'The Guinness Book of
Records', later it was renamed Guinness World Records. It is a reference book
which lists record-breaking achievements. It is published annually.

Tiger Woods was awarded the USs Presidential Medal of Freedom
US President Donald Trumpawarded golfer Tiger Woodsthe US'sPresidential
Medal of Freedom,the country's highest civilian honour. The award described the
43-year-old as a true legend who transformed golf and then fought through years
of injury to return to the sport's summit. He was awarded after his fifth Masters'
title. He became the fourth and youngest golfer to receive the prestigious award
after other golfers Arnold Palmer, Jack Nicklaus, and Charlie Sifford.
Trump has given the award to several athletes in 2018 including former
professional NFL players Roger Staubach and Alan Page, Miriam Adelson as
well as posthumously to baseball great Babe Ruth.
Presidential Medal of Freedom:
It was first established by President Truman to honour extraordinary civilian
accomplishments related to World War II.
Later, in 1963 the medal was re-established by President Kennedy by an executive
order.
It is awarded by U.S. President to any person, living or dead (i.e. posthumously).
The Presidential Medal of Freedom is awarded annually to people who have made
outstanding contributions to the security or national interests of the country, to
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world peace, or to cultural or other significant public or private endeavours.
About Tiger Woods:
Eldrick Tont Woods, nicknamed as Tiger, is an USA's professional golf player.
He ranks second in both major championships and PGA (Professional Golfers'
Association of America)
He holds numerous records in golf and is considered one of the greatest golfers of
all time
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SPORTS
Esha and Akull won silver in the International Shooting Competition
Indias Esha Singh and Akull Kumar won silver in junior mixed air pistol event
in the International Shooting Competition at Hannover, Germany. They
secured 5.4 points and defeated by the German pair of Jan Luca Karstedt and
Vanessa Seeger.
Esha shot 385 out of 400 in qualification, as compared to the 370 by Akull. It was
the second mixed medal for Esha, after the one she won recently with Anmol Jain
in Plzen, Czech Republic.
Aditya Malra qualified in the third place in junior mens air pistol with a score of
568, but shot below par in the final and placed eighth.
Results:
Men:
50m free pistol:
1. Sander Nooij (Ned) 548
2. Pontus Rinaldo (Swe) 542
3. Vladimir Issachenko (Kaz) 542
50m rifle prone:
1. Henrik Grimsrud Larsen (Nor) 629.1
2. Yuriy Yurkov (Kaz) 627.7
3. Julio Iemma (Ven) 625.7
Junior men:
10m air pistol:
1. Kiril Kirov (Bul) 239.1 (564)
2. Yaroslav Makhnyov (Kaz) 237.2 (563)
3. Jan Luca Karstedt (Ger) 216.7 (575)
Mixed air pistol juniors:
1. Jan Luca Karstedt, Vanessa Seeger (Ger) 469.2 (747)
2. Esha Singh, Akull Kumar, (Ind) 463.8 (755)
3. Irina Loktionova, Eldar Imankulov (Kaz) 393.1 (746)
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
India to attend Group of 7 industrialized nations meet
The Group of 7 (G7) industrialised nations meet is to organized by France in
Biarritz in August 2019.As India has been invited by France, India will be
attending the meet along with Australia, Chile, and South Africa, in a sign of the
recognition of Indias growing economic heft in the international arena.The
invitation by France clearly reflects the strong strategic connect between India
and France.
The G-7 groups constitute of the US, Britain, France, Italy, Canada, Japan, and
Germany.
The French invite to India is not the first time India will be at this G-7 global high
table.Then prime minister Manmohan Singh had attended the G-8 +5 meet in
Gleneagles in Scotland in 2005 at the invitation of then British prime minister
Tony Blair.

India was re elected as an observer to the 11th Arctic Council ministerial
meeting
India was re-elected as an observer to intergovernmental forum Arctic Council at
the 11th Arctic Council ministerial meeting held at Rovaniemi in Finland. India
promised its commitment towards contributing more to the Arctic Council. The
Council also appointed the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) as a new
Observer.
Indias Observer status:
India successfully got the Observer status in 2013 during the Kiruna Ministerial
meeting held in Sweden.
India has its Arctic research station Himadri in Svalbard, Norway since 2008.
Located at the International Arctic Research base, the research station was set up
by India's National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research, an institute under the
Ministry of Earth Sciences.
Arctic Council:
Formed on: September 19, 1996
Headquarters: Tromso, Norway (since 2012)
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Current Chairmanship lies with Iceland (20192021)
The Arctic Council promotes cooperation, coordination, and interaction among
Arctic states, the region's indigenous communities and other inhabitants on
common issues, particularly on sustainable development and environmental
protection.
Member States: Canada, Norway, Denmark, Russia, Finland, Sweden, Iceland,
and the USA.
Besides India, 12 other nations including China, France, Germany, Japan, UK,
Switzerland, and the Netherlands have observer status.
The discussion in the council meeting included:
growing tensions world wealth of minerals
concerns over renewed climate policies of US President Donald Trump
China's Polar Silk Road plan
Russia's Northern Fleet modernization and reopened Cold War military
bases.

CBIC to organise WCO Asia Pacific region meeting in Kerala
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC), under the Ministry of
Finance, is organizing the World Customs Organisation (WCO) for Asia-Pacific
region in Kochi, Kerala from 8th to 10th May 2019.
As India currently holds a seat of Vice Chairperson of Asia Pacific region, it is
hosting this meeting in this capacity.Pranab Kumar Das, Chairman of CBIC will
chair the meeting.
It will discuss the progress being made in carrying forward various initiatives and
programmes of WCO, in promoting, securing and facilitating cross-border trade in
the Asia Pacific region.
Participants include customs delegations from over 20 countries of Asia Pacific
region and senior officials of WCO and its regional bodies namely Regional
Intelligence Liaoning Office (RILO) and Regional Office for Capacity Building
(ROCB).
The meeting will focus on areas of the meeting includes implementation of trade
facilitation measures, building the capacity of small island economies (in Asia
pacific region), cross-border e-commerce transactions, performance measurement,
trusted trader programmes, and on-going review of Revised Kyoto Convention
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(RKC).
World Customs Organisation (WCO):
Established in: 1952
Established as: Customs Co-operation Council (CCC)
Renamed as WCO in1994
Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium
It seeks to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of Customs administrations

The 5th UN Global Road Safety Week 2019 is being held
The Fifth United Nations (UN) Global Road Safety Week is being held from 6
May to 12 May 2019.The theme for the weekly event in 2019 is Leadership for
road safety.
The UN Global Road Safety Weeks and its' campaigns are coordinated by United
Nations Road Safety Collaboration, chaired by the World Health Organization
(WHO).During the on-going global road safety week WHO released theGlobal
Status Report on Road Safety.
As it is acknowledged that with a stronger leadership for road safety Global Goals
could be achieved, so it launched action through ongoing campaign Save Lives #SpeakUp.
World Health Organization:
Formed on: April 1948
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
Director-General: Tedros Adhanom
WHO is a member of the United Nations Development Group
It is concerned with international public health
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SCHEMES
Govt. introduced FAME II Scheme
The government introduced the FAME II scheme to boost the adoption of electric
and hybrid vehicles.The scheme estimates that India can country save 64% of
anticipated road-based mobility related energy demand and 37% of carbon
emissions in 2030 by pursuing a shared, electric, and connected mobility future.
This reduction in energy demand would result in the reduction of 156 million
tonnes of oil equivalent (Mtoe) in diesel and petrol consumption for that year and
net saving of approximately $60 billion in 2030 at present oil prices.Further, this
would give impetus to India's vision of reducing oil imports by 10% by 2022.
The transport sector in India continues to be the highest oil consuming sector
and the use of diesel and petrol grew at 5.9% and 9.9% respectively in the last
10 years. India's import dependency on oil has increased from 78.3% of total
consumption in 2014-15 to settling at a new high of 83.7% in the 10-month period
of FY19.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Justice PR Ramachandra Menonwas sworn in as CJ of the Chhattisgarh HC
Justice PR Ramachandra Menonwas sworn in as Chief Justice of the
Chhattisgarh High Court on 6th May. Governor Anandiben Patel administered
him the oath of office and secrecy at a function at Raj Bhawan.
The office the Chief Justice of Chhattisgarh fell vacant after the resignation
of Chief Justice Ajay Kumar Tripathi following his appointment as Judicial
Member in the Lokpal.
Justice PR Ramachandra Menon:
Initially, he was sworn-in as Additional Judge of High Court of Kerala on
January 5, 2009. On December 15, 2010, he was appointed as permanent Judge of
the High Court of Kerala and has been functioning there since his elevation.
Menons name was recommended for the position of Chief Justice of Chhattisgarh
High Court by Supreme Court Collegium on April 8, 2019, following which, he
was appointed for the said position by President Ram Nath Kovind.
Chhattisgarh
Capital: Raipur
Governor: Anandiben Patel
Chief Minister: Bhupesh Baghel
Official language: Hindi
Districts: 27
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IMPORTANT DAYS
Basava Jayanti 2019 was observed on 7th May
Basava Jayanti 2019 was observed on May 7, 2019. Basava Jayanthi is the
birthday of Basavanna, a Hindu Kannada poet of the 12th century. Traditionally
observed by the Lingayats, Basavanna who was also a philosopher is believed to
be the founding saint of the Lingayat section.
Basava Jayanti 2019 will witness various celebratory events across states like
Karnataka, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh. Basava Jayanti is a government
holiday in Karnataka. Many followers of Basavanna visit Kudalasangama where
Basav Jayanti is celebrated for six to seven day. Several cultural and spiritual
programs are also held on this day in Basavanna temples.
Who is Basavanna or Basava?
According to scholars, Basavanna was born in Karnatakas Ingaleshwar, Bagewadi
town. He grew up in Kudalasangama and married Gangambikel, the daughter of
Bijjala's (one of the famous Chalukya kings) prime minister. His father was
Madaras and mother was Madalambe.
He was a great Kannada poet and philosopher. He is also known as Bhaktibhandari
(literally, the treasurer of devotion), or Basaveswara (Lord Basava).
Basava advocated that every human being was equal, irrespective of caste and that
all forms of manual labour were equally important.Basava advocated the wearing of
Ishtalinga, a necklace with a pendant that contains a small Shiva Linga.
Statue of Basavanna:
On 14 November 2015, the Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi, inaugurated
the statue of Basavanna along the bank of the river Thames at Lambeth in London.
Furthermore, Basavanna is the first Kannadiga in whose honour a
commemorative coin has been minted in recognition of his social reforms.

World Thalassaemia Day was observed on 8th May
8th May is observed as World Thalassaemia Dayglobally every year. The theme
for 2019 was Universal access to quality thalassaemia healthcare services:
Building bridges with and for the patient.
The day is observed to raise awareness about thalassaemia, its prevention, and
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measures to avoid its transmission among people throughout the world.It is
observed in honour of all patients suffering and fighting from thalassaemia and
also all scientists working hard to provide improved quality of life to people
suffering with it.
Thalassemia:
Thalassemias are inherited blood disorders characterized by abnormal
hemoglobin production.
Since it is an inheritable disease so cannot be prevented completely however, it can
be lessenedthrough the prenatal tests which helps in the early detection and cure
before the childbirth.
There are two main types:
1. Alpha thalassemia
2. Beta depend
thalassemia
Symptoms
on the type and can vary from none to severe.
Often there is mild to severe anemia (low red blood cells).
There may also be bone problems, an enlarged spleen, yellowish skin, and
dark urine.
Slowinclude
growthblood
may occur
in children.
Treatments
transfusions,
iron chelation, and folic acid.
In India:
Around 3.4% of the people are a carrier of the thalassemia and around 7000 to
10,000 children are born with thalassemia per year in India.
It can be of any type such as alpha thalassemia, beta thalassemia, delta thalassemia
and combination of other hemoglobinopathies (hemoglobin C, D, E, and S).

India celebrates National Technology Day on 11th May
National Technology Day is observed every year on the 11th of May in India. It
is a reminder of the anniversary of Shakti. The aim of the celebration is to
highlight the achievements of the scientists and engineers of India in the field of
science and technology.
It also helps to encourage students towards science and technology field.
Shakti:
The first nuclear test Pokhran with a codenamed as Smiling Buddha was carried
out in May 1974. The second test conducted was Pokhran II which was a series of
five tests of nuclear bomb explosions, administered by India at the Pokhran Test
Range of Indian Army in May, 1998.
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Pokhran II comprised of five detonations out of which the first one was a fusion
bomb while the other four were fission bombs. These nuclear tests evolved various
sanctions against India by many major states, including the United States and
Japan.
Why the day is celebrated?
On 11th of May, 1998, India victoriously test fired the nuclear missile, Shakti-I
at the Pokhran Test Range of Indian Army in Rajasthan in an operation
administered by late president and aerospace engineer Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam. After
two days, the country victoriously tested two additional nuclear weapons.
Following this, Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee announced India as a nuclear
state, making it sixth country in the world that has joined the nations nuclear club
and the first country that was not party to the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons Treaty (NPT). NPT is a global treaty signed by the UK, Russia, China,
France, and the US which has the objectives to prevent the increase of nuclear
weapons and attain nuclear disarmament.
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BOOKS & AUTHORS
Shahid Afridi co-authored his autobiography titled, Game Changer with
journalist Wajahat S Khan
Shahid Afridi, former captain of the Pakistan national cricket team wrote his
autobiography titled, Game Changer will unveil answers to the much-contemplated
questions about him.
Afridi is popularly known as Boom Boom and holds the world record for the fastest
ODI (One Day International) century in 37 deliveries.
He also holds the distinction of having hit the most number of sixes in the history
of ODI cricket.
The book has been co-authored by Afridi and journalist Wajahat S Khan.
Game Changer, among the other revelations, unveils the fact as to how the
cricketers hobby of swinging the bat eventually turned out to become his career.
About Shahid Afridi
Born: 1975
Born in: Khyber Agency, Pakistan
ODI debut: 2 October 1996 v Kenya
Last ODI: 20 March 2015 v Australia
Test debut: 22 October 1998 v Australia
T20I debut: 28 August 2006 v England
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AGREEMENTS, MOU
India and China signed a protocol for exportation of Indian chilli meal to
China
India and China signed a protocol for the export of Indian chilli meal to China.
This is the fourth protocol signed between the two nations over the past year
allowing the export of farm commodities from India.
They agreed to resolve market access issues expeditiously in order to achieve the
vision of the leaders of both India and China by promoting a more balanced trade.
At the end of the meeting, a protocol was signed for export of chilli meal from
India to China.
The protocols for export, signed since June 2018, include those for basmati and nonbasmati rice, fish meal and oil and tobacco leaves.
About China
Capital: Beijing
Currency: Renminbi
President: Xi Jinping
Prime Minister: Li Keqiang
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Which bank launched $5 Billion Healthy Oceans Action Plan at its 52nd
Annual Meeting ?
A.HSBC Bank
B.Deutsche Bank.
C.Bank of Scotland.
D.Asian Development Bank

Answer D
Explanation Asian Development Bank launched $5 Billion Healthy Oceans Action Plan at its
52nd Annual Meeting.

2) Which of the following is the apex body that coordinates with States on the
procurement and distribution of organs?
A.National Organ & Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO)
B.National Organ Transplant Authority (NOTA)
C.National Organ Donation Foundation (NODF)
D.Organ Donation Centre of India (ODCI)

Answer A
Explanation National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organization (NOTTO) is a National level
organization set up under Directorate General of Health Services, Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, Government of India and an only official organization. It is an apex body that
coordinates with States on the procurement and distribution of organs in compliance with the
Transplantation of Human Organs Act (THOA).

3) Which of the following ISRO's latest radar imaging reconnaissance satellite
is to be launched in the end of the May month?
A.RISAT 2BR1
B.RISAT 2A
C.RISAT RaSen
D.BADR-B
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Answer A
Explanation The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) announced its plans to launch its
latest radar imaging reconnaissance satellite 'RISAT 2BR1 ' towards the end of May 2019. Its
launch was earlier scheduled in 2020.

4) Bandana, who set a Guinness World Records on Longest Dancing
Marathon by an Individual' is from ________.
A.India
B.Nepal
C.Bhutan
D.China

Answer B
Explanation An 18-year old girl from Nepal named Bandana set a Guinness World Records on
'Longest Dancing Marathon by an Individual'. She danced exclusively to Nepalese music
continuously for 126 hours (over five days).

5) Who is to organise G-7 meet industrialised nations meet?
A.Germany
B.Britain
C.Italy
D.France

Answer D
Explanation The Group of 7 (G7) industrialised nations meet is to organised by France in
Biarritz in August 2019.

6) Which of the following country invited India to attend the Group of 7 (G7)
industrialised nations meet?
A.Italy
B.China
C.France
D.US
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Answer C
Explanation The Group of 7 (G7) industrialised nations meet is to organized by France in
Biarritz in August 2019. As India has been invited by France, India will be attending the meet
along with Australia, Chile, and South Africa, in a sign of the recognition of Indias growing
economic heft in the international arena. The invitation by France clearly reflects the strong
strategic connect between India and France.

7) Where was the G-8 +5 meet held in 2005?
A.Biarritz, France
B.Stockholm, Sweden
C.Vienna, Austria
D.Gleneagles,Scotland

Answer D
Explanation The G-8 +5 meet in Gleneagles in Scotland in 2005. Then Indian prime minister
Manmohan Singh attended the meet at the invitation of the British prime minister Tony Blair.

8) What are the countries in G-7 groups?
A.US, India, France, Italy, Canada, Japan and Austria
B.US, Britain, China, Netherlands, Canada, Japan and Germany
C.US, Sweden, Australia, Italy, Canada, Japan and India
D.US, Britain, France, Italy, Canada, Japan and Germany

Answer D
Explanation The G-7 groups constitute of the US, Britain, France, Italy, Canada, Japan, and
Germany.

9) It has been mandated that an organ could be allocated to a foreign national
only after the approval of __________.
A.National Organ Transplant Authority (NOTA)
B.National Organ Donation Foundation (NODF)
C.National Organ & Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO)
D.Organ Donation Centre of India (ODCI)
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Answer C
Explanation The National Organ & Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO) has mandated that
an organ could be allocated to a foreign national only after it gives its approval. Transplant
Authority of Tamil Nadu (Transtan) has started following this guideline.

10) ISRO's radar imaging reconnaissance satellite provide all-weather
surveillance using ________.
A.Sensing Astronomical Radars (SAR)
B.Sensing and Atmosphere Radars (SAR)
C.Synthetic Aperture Radars (SAR)
D.Remote Sensing Radars (RSR)

Answer C
Explanation RISAT (Radar Imaging Satellite) is a series of Indian radar imaging reconnaissance
satellites built by ISRO. They provide all-weather surveillance using synthetic aperture radars
(SAR). The RISAT series is the first all-weather earth observation satellites from ISRO.

11) PC Chandra Puraskaar 2019 conferred to __________
A.Devi Prasad Shetty
B.Suresh kumar
C.Rajesh Sharma
D.Naresh Karthick

Answer A
Explanation PC Chandra Puraskaar 2019 conferred to Padma Bhushan Dr. Devi Prasad Shetty.

12) Who is as acting president to start with the polling procedure of Archery
Association of India?
A.Sunil Sharma
B.Vikram Sharma
C.Ramesh Kumar
D.Gowtam Raj
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Answer A
Explanation Sunil Sharma is as acting president of Archery Association of India to start with the
polling procedure of.

13) Which country first privately developed rocket Momo-3 which was
launched into space successfully?
A.Japan
B.China
C.Pakistan
D.Indonesia

Answer A
Explanation Japan country first privately developed rocket Momo-3 which was launched into
space successfully.

14) Who is honoured with V K Krishna Menon Award?
A.Vikram Kumar
B.G D Robert Govender
C.Nitish raj
D.Rakesh Sharma

Answer B
Explanation G D Robert Govender is honoured with V K Krishna Menon Award.

15) Who is appointed as coach Of Indian Volleyball Team?
A.Dragan Mihailovic
B.Jimmy George
C.Gurinder Singh
D.Williams John

Answer A
Explanation Dragan Mihailovic is appointed as coach Of Indian Volleyball Team.
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16) Who is appointed as the the Chief Justice of Chhattisgarh High Court?
A.Justice PR Ramachandra Menon
B.Justice Ajay Kumar Tripathi
C.Justice R.Sudhakar
D.Justice Vijaya Tahilramani

Answer A
Explanation Justice PR Ramachandra Menon was sworn in as Chief Justice of the Chhattisgarh
High Court on 6th May.

17) Which State got approval from Election Commission in the model Code of
Conduct for conducting drought relief works in the state?
A.Odisha
B.Maharashtra
C.Gujarat
D.Tamil Nadu

Answer B
Explanation The Election Commission of India (ECI) has permitted relaxation in the Model
Code of Conduct (MCC) in Maharashtra for conducting drought relief works in the state.

18) Which of the following scheme is introduced by the government to boost
the adoption of electric and hybrid vehicles in the country?
A.FAME II scheme
B.Vehicle Swap Scheme
C.Auto Swap Scheme
D.Udyamimitra Scheme

Answer A
Explanation The government had introduced the FAME II scheme to boost the adoption of
electric and hybrid vehicles in the country. The scheme estimates that India can countrysave 64%
of anticipated road-based mobility related energy demand and 37% of carbon emissions in 2030
by pursuing a shared, electric, and connected mobility future.
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19) Which board announces two new award categories to promote womens
football globally?
A.World Archery Federation (WA)
B.World Baseball Softball Confederation (WBSC)
C.Federation Internationale de Football Association (FIFA)
D.International Canoe Federation (ICF)

Answer C
Explanation Federation Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) announces two new award
categories to promote womens football globally.

20) When is the World Red Cross Day observed?
A.May 8
B.June 6
C.March 10
D.July 5

Answer A
Explanation May 8 is observed as World Red Cross Day.

21) How much did the RBI enhance for the housing-loan limits under priority
sector lending for EWS and LIGs?
A.Rs.2 lakhs and Rs.4 lakhs respectively
B.Rs.2.5 lakhs and Rs.5 lakhs respectively
C.Rs.3 lakhs and Rs.6 lakhs respectively
D.Rs.4 lakhs and Rs.7 lakhs respectively

Answer C
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to enhance the housing loan limits for
Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) and Small Finance Banks (SFBs) for eligibility under priority
sector lending. The income limit has been revised to Rs.3 lakh per annum for EWS and Rs.6 lakh
per annum for LIG.
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22) India was re-elected as an observer to Arctic Council in its 11th ministerial
meeting. Where was the meeting held?
A.Stockholm, Sweden
B.Geneva, Switzerland
C.Rovaniemi, Finland
D.Vienna, Austria

Answer C
Explanation India was re-elected as an observer to intergovernmental forum Arctic Council at
the 11th Arctic Council ministerial meeting held at Rovaniemi in Finland. India promised its
commitment towards contributing more to Arctic Council.

23) Which of the following is to be named as Keralas state amphibian?
A.Variegated golden frog
B.Purple Frog
C.Fire-bellied toad
D.Pouched frog

Answer B
Explanation Purple Frog is to be named as Keralas state amphibian. The species is endemic to
Western Ghats. It is believed that the species should be rightly called a living fossil as its
evolutionary roots suggest it could have shared space with dinosaurs going back almost 70
million years ago.

24) Which commission recently distributed more than one lakh bee-boxes
among farmers under Honey Mission?
A.Fijian Prime Minister Commission (FPMC)
B.Prime Minister's Rural Maintenance Programme (PMRMP)
C.Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC)
D.Micro, Small and Medium Industries Commission (MSMIC)

Answer C
Explanation The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) distributed more than one
lakh bee-boxes among farmers and unemployed youths across India in less than two years under
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its 'Honey Mission' initiative. This is the first time such mass scale distribution of honey bee
boxes has taken place in country.

25) Who has been elected as the President of Panama?
A.Juan Carlos Varela
B.Martin Torrijos
C.Ricardo Martinelli
D.Laurentino Cortizo

Answer D
Explanation Laurentino Cortizo has been elected as the President of Panama. The panama's
Electoral Court declared the results of Panama's presidential election. Mr.Cortizo finished two
percentage points ahead of his rival, Romulo Roux.

26) RBI is to enhance the housing-loan limits under priority sector lending for
__________.
A.Macro Finance Bank (MFBs) and Private-sector banks
B.Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) and Small Finance Banks (SFBs)
C.Micro Finance Bank (MFBs) and Cooperative Banks
D.Scheduled Commercial Banks

Answer B
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to enhance the housing loan limits for
Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) and Small Finance Banks (SFBs) for eligibility under priority
sector lending, in a bid to give them a level-playing field with other Scheduled Commercial
Banks.

27) What is the status of India to the Arctic Council?
A.Member
B.Waiting for approval to be a member
C.Observer status
D.None of the above

Answer C
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Explanation India was re-elected as an observer to intergovernmental forum Arctic Council at
the 11th Arctic Council ministerial meeting held at Rovaniemi in Finland.

28) How many members are there in the Arctic Council?
A.8
B.9
C.10
D.12

Answer A
Explanation There are 8 members in the Arctic Council. The members are Canada, Norway,
Denmark, Russia, Finland, Sweden, Iceland, and the USA.

29) Under which conservation status of IUCN does the Purple Frog fall?
A.Vulnerable
B.Endangered
C.Critically endangered
D.Extinct

Answer B
Explanation As per the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Purple Frog's
conservation status is endangered.

30) Which of the following asteriod is will fly towards the Earth in 10 years?
A.4 Vesta
B.Ceres
C.433 Eros
D.99942 Apophis

Answer D
Explanation The U.S. space agency NASA said that an asteroid named 99942 Apophis will fly
towards the Earth in 10 years. The colossal asteroid is named after the Egyptian god of chaos and
destruction. It is expected to approach dangerously close to the Earth on April 13, 2029.
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31) Who is re-elected to the International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) ?
A.Jagjit Pavadia
B.Suresh kumar
C.Vinoth Raja
D.Ramesh Kumar

Answer A
Explanation Jagjit Pavadia is re-elected to the International Narcotics Control Board (INCB).

32) Who among the following is the US Presidential Medal of Freedom
awardee?
A.Arnold Palmer
B.Jack Nicklaus
C.Charlie Sifforg
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The prestigious award, the US Presidential Medal of Freedom, was areceived by
other golfers Arnold Palmer, Jack Nicklaus, and Charlie Sifford.

33) Who initiated the US Presidential Medal of Freedom award?
A.U.S. President Trump
B.U.S. President Lincoln
C.U.S. President Truman
D.U.S. President Kennedy

Answer C
Explanation Presidential Medal of Freedom was first established by President Truman to honour
extraordinary civilian accomplishments related to World War II. Later, in 1963 the medal was reestablished by President Kennedy by executive order. It is awarded by U.S. President to any
person, living or dead (i.e. posthumously).

34) Which of the following brown pit viper was recently found in India?
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A.Russell's Viper
B.Hump-nosed viper
C.Arunachal pit viper
D.Moccasins

Answer C
Explanation A team of herpetologists have described a new species of reddish-brown pit viper, a
venomous snake with a unique heat-sensing system, from a forest in West Kameng district of
Arunachal Pradesh. India now has a fifth brown pit viper but with a reddish tinge.

35) Which of the following is an Indian Pit Viper species?
A.Moccasins Viper
B.Hump-nosed viper
C.Russell's Viper
D.Gaboon Viper

Answer B
Explanation Hump-nosed viper is an Indian Pit Viper species.

36) Indian scientist, recently, carried out genetic study on people of ________
island's natives for the first time.
A.Maldives
B.Andaman
C.Nicobar
D.Lakshadweep

Answer D
Explanation For the very first-time scientists carried out a genetic study on people of
Lakshadweep Islands. It was conducted by a team of researchers at CSIR's (Council of Scientific
& Industrial Research) Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB). They studied major
islands of Kadmat, Andorth, Chetlat, Agatti, Kalpeni, Bitra, Kiltan, and Minicoy of
Lakshadweep.

37) When is the World Thalassemia Day 2019 observed?
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A.5th May
B.8th May
C.12th May
D.16th May

Answer B
Explanation 8th May is observed as 'World Thalassaemia Day' globally every year. The theme
for 2019 was "Universal access to quality thalassaemia healthcare services: Building bridges with
and for patient". The day is observed to raise awareness about thalassaemia, its prevention, and
measures to avoid its transmission among people throughout the world.

38) Thalassemias is a genetic disorder characterized by abnormal ________
production.
A.thyroid
B.white blood cells
C.insulin
D.hemoglobin

Answer D
Explanation Thalassemias are inherited blood disorders characterized by abnormal hemoglobin
production. Since it is an inheritable disease so cannot be prevented completely however, it can
be lessened through the prenatal tests which helps in the early detection and cure before the
childbirth. There are two main types: Alpha thalassemia and Beta thalassemia.

39) Which of the following golfer was awarded the US Presidential Medal of
Freedom 2019?
A.Phil Mickelson
B.Rory McIlroy
C.Tiger Woods
D.Jason Day

Answer C
Explanation US President Donald Trump has awarded golfer Tiger Woods the country's highest
civilian honour, describing the 43-year-old as a "true legend" who transformed golf and then
fought through years of injury to return to the sport's summit. He was awarded after his fifth
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Masters title.

40) The 1st microprocessor which was conceptualised, designed, developed
and manufactured in India under Made in India initiative is _________.
A.Shakthi
B.AJIT
C.AHIR
D.Zilog

Answer B
Explanation Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IIT Bombay) researchers developed a
Made in India microprocessor called AJIT which could reduce the countrys dependence on
imports. It is the first to be conceptualised, designed, developed and manufactured in India. The
project was funded by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) and IIT
Bombay.

41) Which country signed Protocol with India for Export of Indian Chilli Meal
?
A.Pakistan
B.China
C.Saudi Arabia
D.Indonesia

Answer B
Explanation India and China signed Protocol For Export of Indian Chilli Meal.

42) RBI ________ its circular that asked banks to disclose IL&FS exposure,
provisions.
A.passed
B.withdrew
C.held
D.None of the above

Answer B
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Explanation RBI withdrew its circular that asked banks to disclose IL&FS exposure, provisions.

43) Which Country announced that it is to partially withdraw from Joint
Comprehensive Plan Of Action (JCPOA)?
A.Iraq
B.Iran
C.Israel
D.India

Answer B
Explanation Iran announced it will pull out of some commitments under 2015 international
nuclear agreement signed with world powers, called Joint Comprehensive Plan Of Action
(JCPOA).

44) Ministry of Home Affairs announced that it is to ________ the commonly
known as Black Lists of Indian-origin people.
A.revoke
B.continue
C.take on
D.move to SC

Answer A
Explanation The Ministry of Home Affairs announced that it has put an end to the local adverse
lists commonly known as 'Black Lists' of Indian-origin people. It is a list maintained by Indian
Embassies in different countries and posts abroad under plea of alleged persecution in India. It
contains list of Indian-origin people who have taken asylum. These asylum seekers in the list are
predominantly Sikhs. They are denied visas.

45) What is the theme for the 5th United Nations (UN) Global Road Safety
Week 2019?
A.Alert today Alive tomorrow
B.Know safety, not accident
C.Safe Driving, Saves Lives
D.Leadership for road safety
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Answer D
Explanation The Fifth United Nations (UN) Global Road Safety Week is being held from 6 May
to 12 May 2019. The theme for weekly event in 2019 is "Leadership for road safety".

46) Which Country currently holds the seat of the Vice Chairperson of Asia
Pacific region of World Customs Organisation (WCO)?
A.Bhutan
B.China
C.India
D.Thailand

Answer C
Explanation India currently holds the seat of the Vice Chairperson of Asia Pacific region of
World Customs Organisation (WCO)

47) ________, under Ministry of Finance organizes WCOs Asia Pacific Region
meeting in Kochi?
A.Central Board of Economic Affairs (CBEA)
B.Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC)
C.Department of Investment and Public Asset Management
D.Central Board of Expenditure

Answer B
Explanation Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC), under Ministry of Finance is
organizing the World Customs Organisation (WCO) for Asia-Pacific region in Kochi, Kerala
from 8th to 10th May, 2019.

48) When was the Pokhran I test carried out?
A.1947
B.1956
C.1974
D.1982
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Answer C
Explanation The first nuclear test Pokhran with a codenamed as Smiling Buddha was carried out
in May 1974. The second test conducted was Pokhran II which was a series of five tests of
nuclear bomb explosions, administered by India at the Pokhran Test Range of Indian Army in
May, 1998.

49) National Technology Day in India is to remember the anniversary of
________.
A.Operation Blue
B.Operation Green revoltion
C.Operation Vishal
D.Operation Shakti

Answer D
Explanation National Technology Day is observed every year on the 11th of May in India. It is a
reminder of the anniversary of Shakti. The aim of the celebration is to highlight the achievements
of the scientists and engineers of India in the field of science and technology. It also helps to
encourage students towards science and technology field.

50) When is the National Technology Day observed?
A.10 May
B.11 May
C.12 May
D.13 May

Answer B
Explanation National Technology Day is observed every year on the 11th of May in India. It is a
reminder of the anniversary of Shakti.

51) Reliance Brands signed with C Banner International to buy out Hamleys
for _________.
A.50 million
B.68 million
C.75 million
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D.85 million

Answer B
Explanation Reliance Brands, a subsidiary of Reliance Industries Ltd. (RIL), has signed a
definitive agreement with C Banner International, a Hong Kong-listed company. The aim is to
acquire 100% shares of centuries-old British toy retailer Hamleys for 68 million.

52) ________ introduced worlds highest resolution image sensor with 64
megapixels for smartphones.
A.Oneplus
B.Nokia
C.Samsung
D.Apple

Answer C
Explanation Samsung Electronics Co, the South Korean Tech Giant, unveiled the world's highestresolution image sensor, with 64 megapixels for smartphones. This is a step to meet the
increasing demand for mobile devices with better image quality.

53) What are the 4 countries undergoes the Group Sail naval exercise in the
South China Sea (SCS)?
A.UK, Russia, Japan, and China
B.US, UK, Japan, and Russia
C.UK, India, Japan, and China
D.US, India, Japan, and the Philippines

Answer D
Explanation US, India, Japan, and the Philippines participates in a six-day long 'Group Sail'
naval ships in the South China Sea (SCS).

54) A 163 million year old fossil reveal new bat wing dinosaur species named
________.
A.Ambopteryx longibrachium
B.Bayosaurus
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C.Caenagnathasia Calamosaurus
D.Opisthocoelicaudia Nodosaurus

Answer A
Explanation A fossil unearthed in northeastern China of a feathered dinosaur named
Ambopteryx longibrachium was found. It lived 163 million years ago during the Jurassic Period
& took flight with membranous wings made of skin supported by a long, pointed wrist bone,
dramatically different from the distinctive feathered wings of birds.

55) Who unveiled the reusable Blue Moon vehicle, a new lunar lander
spacecraft
A.SpaceX's, Elon Musk
B.NASA
C.ISRO
D.Amazon's Jeff Bezos

Answer D
Explanation Amazon entrepreneur Jeff Bezos has unveiled a mock-up of a new lunar lander
spacecraft that aims to take equipment and humans to the Moon by 2024. The unmanned,
reusable Blue Moon vehicle will carry scientific instruments, satellites and rovers.

56) When is the International Nurses Day (IND) observed?
A.10 May
B.12 May
C.14 May
D.16 May

Answer B
Explanation International Nurses Day (IND) is an international day observed around the world
on 12 May of each year, to mark the contributions that nurses make to society. It was first
observed in 1965.
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