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BANKING & FINANCE
ADB to finance metro rail projects in India
Asian Development Bank (ADB), traditionally strong in funding social sector
projects in education, water and irrigation in India, is moving into financing metro
rail projects in the country in a big way.
Transport and energy are two of our biggest areas for funding. The announcement
was made by Hun Kim, Director General, South Asia Department, ADB at
the 52nd Annual Meeting of the ADB.
All the projects had been agreed to in-principle with the Centre, the guarantor.
The ADB is working closely with the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AIIB), which is still in the initial phase of its operations, and has raised a lot of
funds to on-lend.
Involvement of ADB in Indian Metro Projects:
The bank is involved with the $1 billion Mumbai metro, and is in talks with the
respective State governments for funding the Bhopal Metro and Bengaluru
Metro. It is also engaged in discussions to extend assistance to Chennai Metro
Phase II, possibly even subsequent phases, and the new Indore metro.Funding for
the Mumbai project is the largest extended to India by the ADB.
ADB has financed the Jaipur Metro as well. The bank is also working with the
Centre to finance the newly-announced Delhi-Meerut Rapid Rail project cleared
by the Cabinet in February.Tamil Nadu is emerging as a major client of the bank.
ADB will be lending $500 million each for energy projects, and urban projects,
apart from the Chennai Metro Phase II.
ADB in logistics Projects:
ADB also plans to finance logistics projects as it would also be a priority area for
the bank. ADB is involved in financing the preparation of the master plan to the
Vizag-Chennai and the Chennai-Kanyakumari industrial corridors, where the ADB
is involved in financing the preparation of the master plan.
Asian Development Bank:
Formed on: 19 December 1966
Headquarters: Philippines
Region served: Asia-Pacific
Motto: Fighting Poverty in Asia and the Pacific
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Membership: 68 countries
President: Takehiko Nakao
ADB is a regional development bank.ADB aims to promote social and
economic development in Asia.

RBI imposed penalty on 5 pre paid payment instrument issuers and Yes Bank
The Reserve Bank of India imposed a monetary penalty on five pre-paid
payment instrument issuers including Vodafone m-pesa and Phonepe, for
violating regulatory guidelines.A penalty of Rs.3.05 crore has been imposed on
Vodafone m-pesa and Rs. 1 crore each on Mobile Payments, PhonePe and G.I.
Technology Private Ltd. Also, a penalty of Rs. 5 lakh has been imposed
on Y-Cash Software Solutions.
RBI said it had imposed a penalty of Rs. 29.67 lakh on Western Union Financial
Services Inc., USA., and Rs. 10.12 lakh on MoneyGram Payment Systems Inc,
USA, for non-compliance of regulatory guidelines.The penalties on Western Union
and MoneyGram had been imposed by the central bank under the provisions of the
Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007, for compounding of the
contravention.
RBI penalises Yes Bank:
RBI also imposed a penalty of Rs.11.25 lakh on Yes Bank, a private sector lender,
for violation of norms pertaining to issuance and operations of Prepaid Payment
Instruments (PPIs).
RBI has identified certain violations of RBI circular on issuance and operation of
Prepaid Payment Instruments (PPIs) in connection with certain product features of
an open-loop prepaid card previously issued by the bank.Yes bank had launched
this product as a pilot program from September 13, 2017, and had later
discontinued this product with effect from March 14, 2018.
Reserve Bank of India (RBI):
Established on: April 1, 1935 in accordance with the provisions of the Reserve
Bank of India Act, 1934
Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra
Governor: Shaktikanta Das
Policy rates of RBI:
Bank Rate: 6.25%
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Repo Rate: 6.00%
Reverse Repo Rate: 5.75%
Cash Reserve Ratio: 4%
Statutory Liquidity Ratio : 19.00%
Functions of RBI:
The function of RBI is it is the Banker to the Government, Banker to banks,
Monetary Authority, Regulator and supervisor of the financial system, Manager of
Foreign Exchange, Issuer of currency and various Developmental role.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
PayPal India launched One Touch with the help of Google Smart Lock for
seamless transactions
PayPal India used Google Smart Lock and launched its OneTouch experience in
India.
OneTouch feature permits Indian consumers to register their android device with
PayPal and stay logged into PayPal for further PayPal purchases on that device,
thus removing the issue of repeated log-ins and enabling a seamless payments
experience.
The integration with Google Smart Lock will offer a hassle-free payment procedure
as well as maintain security to prevent fraud.
India becomes the first market where the feature of Google Smart Lock has been
integrated.
PayPals Buyer Protection feature will provide an extra layer of security to this
feature for eligible transactions, that is, if items that are purchased online mismatch
with the description of the product that was sold, the Buyer Protection feature
enables them to claim a refund for eligible transactions.

Netherlands is now the 3rd largest FDI in India
The Netherlands is now the third largest foreign direct investor (FDI) in India.
The Netherlands has invested around $2.67 billion across sectors in India during
2017-18.The Netherlands is also the second largest destination for foreign
investment by Indian companies, after Singapore, with investments worth $12.8
billion in 2017.
Dutch-India Dialogue on Trade & Technology:
The Indian School of Business (ISB), Hyderabad, and the Netherlands Business
Support Office in Hyderabad jointly organised the Dutch-India Dialogue on
Trade & Technologyon 1st May 2019, in connection with the National Day
celebrations of the Netherlands.
The objective of the dialogue was to strengthen business partnership between India
and the Netherlands in the times of rapid technological changes.
Bilateral trade:
India is a key strategic partner for the Netherlands, both economically and
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geopolitically
The partnership can greatly contribute towards achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030
During 2017-18, the bilateral trade topped $ 8.77 billion while the Indian
exports to the Netherlands grew at 14.7%, imports were up by 18.2%
About Netherlands:
Monarch: Willem-Alexander
Prime Minister: Mark Rutte (VVD)
Capital: Amsterdam
Currency: Euro () (EUR), US dollar ($) (USD)
Official language: Dutch
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INTERNATIONAL
BCIM economic corridor excluded from the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
umbrella
Indias decision to skip the Belt and Road Forum (BRF) may have led to
the exclusion of the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar (BCIM) economic
corridor from the list of projects covered by the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
umbrella.
In an annex tagged with the Joint Communique of the Leaders Roundtable of the
BRF the Chinese Foreign Ministry website has not listed the BCIM as a project
covered by the BRI.BRI is the giant connectivity initiative speared by China to
revive the ancient Silk Road across Eurasia and Africa. The BRF was concluded in
Beijing, China.
South Asia is covered by three major undertakings:
1. The China-Myanmar Economic Corridor (CMEC)
2. The Nepal-China Trans-Himalayan Multi-dimensional Connectivity
Network, including Nepal-China cross-border railway
3. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
India's non-participation in BRF might be the cause:India, for the second time,
did not participate in the Belt and Road Forum (BRF), as the CPEC passes
through Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK), citing sovereigntyconcerns.The
2,800-km BCIM corridor proposes to link Kunming in Chinas Yunnan province
with Kolkata, passing through nodes such as Mandalay in Myanmar and Dhaka in
Bangladesh before heading to Kolkata.

Beirut sets a new Guinness World Record
Lebanon's capital Beirut has set a new Guinness World Record for the number
of national flags raised in a city for 24 hours.The Beirut Alive Association in the
national capital on 28th April raised a total of 26,852 Lebanese flags breaking
New York's Waterloo record of 25,599 flags.
The event was organised under the patronage of Prime Minister Saad Hariri,
represented by MP Rola Tabsh, at the Nejmeh Square in downtown Beirut in the
presence of Economic and Social Council Member Mohammed Al-Jouzou and
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independent witnesses from "Al-Ittihad Law firms" and various prominent figures.
After raising the flag that broke the world record, MP Tabsh congratulated the
Beirut Alive Association for this remarkable individual and national initiative by
excellence, adorning Beirut with thousands of Lebanese flags and entering the
Book of Guinness.
Lebanon:
President: Michel Aoun
Prime Minister: Saad Hariri
Capital: Beirut
Currency: Lebanese pound (LBP)

US to withdraw from the U.N. Arms Trade Treaty
US President Donald Trump stated that his administration is withdrawing the
U.S. signature from the U.N. Arms Trade Treaty, in response to concerns
from gun rights activists that it could impinge on Americans right to bear arms.
Former US President Barack Obama signed the treaty in 2013 and sent the treaty to
the Senate for ratification.
The Trump administration has rejected or withdrawn from a number of
international agreements signed by his predecessors, including the Iran nuclear
deal.
U.N. arms trade treaty:
Signed: Open for signature from 3 June 2013
Location: New York City, USA
Effective: 24 December 2014
Signatories: 130
The ATT, which has been ratified by more than 100 countries, entered into force in
December 2014. It regulates the trade in conventional arms such as small arms,
battle tanks, combat aircraft, and warships.
It also aims to prevent and eradicate the illicit trade in conventional arms and
prevent their diversion.While the treaty was signed by Barack Obama, it has yet
to be ratified by the US.

UNSC listed Masood Azhar as a designated terrorist
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Jaish-e-Mohammad chief Masood Azhar was listed as a designated terrorist by
the UN Security Council 1267 Committee on 1st May 2019. The reasons for
listing did not mention the Pulwama attack of February 14, for which the JeM had
claimed responsibility. But the listing is a victory for India in a decade-old
diplomatic battle waged primarily by it and supported by its friends at the UNSC,
as it would mean a travel ban, arms embargo and asset freeze on Azhar.
The terror list prepared by the 1267 Sanctions Committee of the United Nations,
includes 262 individuals and 83 entities. The proposal was moved by France, the
UK, and the US. France also welcomed the UN move to designate Azhar as a
global terrorist as it had adopted national sanctions against Azhar on March 15.
Reasons for designating Azhar as a terrorist:
Azhar supported for the JeM since its founding. He was being associated with the alQaeda by recruiting for them and participating in the financing, planning,
facilitating, preparing, or perpetrating of acts or activities or supplying, selling or
transferring arms and related material.
He also recruited fighters in Afghanistan. The JeM itself was sanctioned by the
1267 Committee in 2001. has been linked to Osama bin Laden
United Nations Security Council 1267(UNSC) Committee:
Established on: October 15, 1999
It is also known as AlQaida and Taliban Sanctions Committee.
It lists individual or terrorist organization. It helps in restricting their movement,
financial penalties, and assets freeze.
It consolidates a list of people and entities which it has determined are associated
with Al Qaeda or Taliban, and laws which must be passed within each member
nation to implement sanctions.
It comprises of all 15 members of UNSC and makes its decision secretly by
consensus i.e. even if single member opposes there is no consensus. This is why
China opposition to India's bid was not allowing UNSC to designate Masood Azhar
as an international terrorist.

Putin signs a new Internet law to expand Government Control of the Internet
Russian President Vladimir Putin on 2nd May 2019 signed into law a sovereign
internet bill which will allow Russian authorities to isolate the country's internet.
The move expands Government Control of the Internet, is being publicly
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denounced by all rights groups in the country. The law will take effect in
November.
The new law aims to protect Russia from foreign online restrictions by creating
a sustainable, secure and fully functioning local internet.The network remains
largely theoretical though, with few practical details disclosed.It is expected that the
Russian internet would involve the creation of a Chinese-style national firewall to
monitor and censor content passing in and out of the country.
Ban in 2018:
In 2018, encrypted messaging app Telegram was banned in the country, and an
intense blocking campaign was launched against it as users attempted to bypass the
restrictions.Homegrown technologies have also come under pressure in Russia.
Features of the new Law:
The law introduces the creation of a monitoring and a management center
supervised by Roskomnadzor, Russia's telecoms agency
The state agency will be charged with ensuring the availability of
communication services in Russia in extraordinary situations
During such situations, it would also be empowered to cut off external traffic
exchange, creating a purely Russian web
Any information from state entities and state-owned enterprises on the
Internet will be protected via encryption
Cause for the introduction of Internet Bill:
The new law comes after Russian lawmakers advanced a package of legislation in
March aimed at curtailing internet freedom allowing authorities to jail
individuals for those who insult government officials online or spread fake news.
The government also defended the legislation as a defensive move in case the
United States would cut Russia off from the global Internet. Also, Russia must
ensure its networks security after US President Donald Trump unveiled a new
American cybersecurity strategy in 2018 which accused Russia of carrying out
cyber-attacks with impunity.

Sino Indian border trade opened at Nathu La in Sikkim
The 14th edition of the annual Sino-Indian border trade opened at Nathu La in
Sikkim on 1st May 2019. A function was held to mark the occasion. Officials and
traders of both the countries were present at the border to mark the commencement
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of the border trade.
There are 3 open trading border posts between India and China namely:
1. Nathu La in Sikkim
2. Shipkila in Himachal Pradesh
3. Lioulekh (or LiDulech) in Uttarakhand.
Bilateral border Trade:
The bilateral border trade between the two countries is organised four days a
week for six months, between May 1 and November 30, every year. It was resumed
in 2006 after a gap of 44 years.
A total of 36 items, from dairy products, are on India's export list comprising dairy
products to utensils, while a total of 20 items, including carpets, quilts, and jackets
among others, are in the country's import list from the Tibet Autonomous Region
(TAR).Last year, the export of goods from India stood at Rs 45.03 crore, while
items worth Rs 3.23 crore were imported from the TAR.

Juan Guaido called for protest at Army bases in Venezuela
Venezuelan Opposition leader Juan Guaido called for peaceful demonstrations
at Army bases, days after a military uprising in support of his bid to oust
President Nicolas Maduro fizzled out. The latest appeal came after Mr. Maduro
called on the armed forces of the crisis-wracked nation to oppose any coup plotter.
Mr.Guaido asked supporters to gather for peaceful demonstrations at military bases
in a bid to get soldiers to support the Constitution.
Meanwhile, Venezuelas Supreme Court ordered the re-arrest of influential
Opposition figure Leopoldo Lopez, who made a dramatic appearance alongside
Mr.Guaido after he was freed from house arrest. Mr. Lopez has since taken refuge
at the Spanish embassy. Madrid has said it would not hand Mr.Lopez over to
Venezuelan authorities.
The Venezuelan crisis:
Both Juan Guaido and Nicolas Maduro have debatable claims to legitimacy.
Venezuela has been grappling with crisis spiral for years with growing political
discontent further fuelled by skyrocketing hyperinflation, power cuts and shortages
of food and medicine.
The Presidential Crisis:
On 23rd January the leader of the legislature, Juan Guaido, declared himself
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acting president and said he would assume the powers of the executive branch from
there onwards. This was a challenge to President Nicolas Maduro, who had been
sworn into a second six-year term in office just two weeks previously. President
Maduro condemned this as a ploy by the US to oust him.
Nicolas Maduro was first elected as President with a thin margin of 1.6 percentage
votes in April 2013 after the death of his predecessor, Hugo Chavez.Nicolas
Maduro was re-elected to the office of president for a second six-year term in
highly controversial elections in May 2018, which most opposition parties
boycotted.
After being re-elected Nicolas Maduro announced that announced he would serve
out his remaining first term and only then be sworn in for a second term. The
National Assembly leader Juan Guaido argues that because the election was not
fair. Articles 233 and 333 of Venezuela's constitution empower the head of the
National Assembly takes over as acting president under such circumstances.
Juan Guaido has staked the claim to be the acting president, as he was the head of
the legislature.
Venezuela:
President: Nicolas Maduro (partially recognized)
Juan Guaido (partially recognized)
Vice President: Delcy Rodriguez (constitutional position disputed)
Currency: Petro Bolivar Soberano (VES)
Capital: Caracas
Official languages: Spanish

New round of peace talks held between American and Taliban negotiators
American and Taliban negotiators began a new round of peace talks in Qatar on
1st May 2019. The talk aimed at securing a lasting peace agreement that would
include Taliban guarantees regarding terrorism and a phased withdrawal of
American troops.The latest negotiations between the two sides come as pressure
builds for some sort of breakthrough in Afghanistans gruelling conflict, with
Washington jostling for a resolution.
The talks focused on four main issues:
1. troop withdrawal
2. guarantees against terrorism
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3. talks between the Taliban and the American-supported government of
Afghanistan to establish a path toward political settlement
4. a lasting cease-fire
TheU.S. peace envoy Zalmay Khalilzad, a former U.S. Ambassador to
Afghanistan confirmed the meeting with the Indonesian Foreign Minister, who
offered support for the talks. Mr.Khalilzad said Washington was a bit impatient to
end the war, given its $45 billion annual cost to the U.S. taxpayer and the
continued toll on U.S. forces, some 2,400 of whom have been killed since the
U.S.-led invasion.
Taliban:
Taliban is a Sunni Islamic fundamentalist political movement and military
organization in Afghanistan currently waging war within that country. Since 2016,
the Taliban's leader is Mawlawi Hibatullah Akhundzada. The leadership is based
in Quetta, Pakistan.
The Taliban have been condemned internationally for the harsh enforcement of
their interpretation of Islamic Sharia law. During their rule from 1996 to 2001, the
Taliban and their allies committed massacres against Afghan civilians.

Facebook banned conspiracy theorists
Facebook banned prominent conspiracy theorists, including Infowars
founder Alex Jones and the controversial black activist Louis Farrakhan, in its
latest push to crack down on hate content at the leading social network.
Banned theorists:
Facebook always banned individuals or organisations that promote or engage in
violence and hate, regardless of ideology. Among the most prominent figures
banned, Mr.Farrakhan, the head of the Nation of Islam, is notorious for spreading
anti-Semitic and black supremacist views.
Far-right conspiracy theorist Jones is best known for calling the 9/11 attacks an
inside job and for describing the Sandy Hook school massacre as a hoax. Mr.Joness
organisation Infowars was also banned by Facebook.
Others blocked from Facebook and Instagram were Milo Yiannopoulos, a highprofile right-wing provocateur; Paul Nehlen, a political candidate espousing white
supremacist views; and conspiracy theorists Paul Joseph Watson and Laura
Loomer.Facebook said those being banned had violated policies against dangerous
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individuals and organisations.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
India has raised its import duty on wheat to 40 percent
India has raised its import duty on wheat to 40% from 30% to support local
farmers. India is the worlds No. 2 producer of the grain.Local wheat prices
have fallen over 11% in 2019 due to ample supply from last years crop and
forecasts of record output.
The hike in duty is likely to make imports of wheat unviable for flour mills even
after recent declines in global prices, potentially dragging further on global grain
markets.According to the estimates from the countrys agriculture department,
Indias wheat production will rise 2% in 2019 from the year before to a record
99.12 million tonnes.
The government usually purchases about a quarter of such wheat from farmers at
state-set prices to build stocks to run a major food welfare programme. Only one
wheat crop is grown in India each year, with planting starting in late October and
harvesting in March. Government wheat stocks stood at 17 million tonnes as of
April 1 which is nearly 30% up from 2018.

Srinagar Leh National Highway reopend for traffic after 4 months
The 434-km strategic Srinagar-Leh National Highway was thrown open for
traffic after being closed for over four months. It connects the Kashmir Valley
with the Ladakh region.
Lt. Gen. K. J. S. Dhillon, the General Officer Commanding of 15 Corps, along with
other officials, reopened the highway at a ceremony at Zero-Point at Zojila, Jammu
and Kashmir.
Why was the road closed?
The strategic road was closed for traffic in mid-December 2018due to a heavy
accumulation of snow from Gagangir in Ganderbal district to Drass in Kargil
district.
Zojila Pass, at 11,516 feet above sea level, connects the picturesque Kashmir
Valley with the cold Indus valley desert through the 434-km long Srinagar-Leh
road. Border Road Organisation was involved in the snow clearance operation.
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Cyclone Fani is likely to intensify in coastal TN regions by 30th April
According to The India Met Department (IMD), Cyclone Fani in South East Bay
of Bengal is likely to intensify from a severe cyclonic storm into a 'very severe
cyclonic storm' as it approaches coastal Tamil Nadu by 30 April.
Later, IMD issued a red alert for Kerala and Tamil Nadu and asked fishermen to
avoid going into the sea in South East Bay and adjoining the equatorial Indian
Ocean and those already at sea to return immediately till further notice.
High alert:
Indian Navy has been put on high alert along the Bay of Bengal coast. Naval
ships have been positioned in Visakhapatnam and Chennai to rush to affected areas
in need of rescuing. The Navy has also prepared to undertake Humanitarian Aid
Distress Relief (HADR), evacuation and logistic support including providing
medical aid.
A very severe cyclonic storm means Fani will get Category three storm status on
five-step Safir- Simpson scale (or Saffir-Simpson hurricane wind scale).
Cyclone Fani:
The Cyclone Fani was formed at low pressure region in south east of Sumatra
(Indonesian island), which further intensified into a depression. It is expected to
hit Tamil Nadu at speeds of over 100 kmph by 30th April and is unlikely to cross
Tamil Nadu coast and south Andhra coast. It will result in light to moderate rainfall
in coastal Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Kerala and rainfall at isolated places in
South Coastal Andhra Pradesh. Currently moving in north westwards direction at a
speed of 21 kilometres per hour, it is expected to slowly change direction after May
1 to north and north-eastward.

Tata Starbucks guilty of profiteering on its coffee variants after the GST
Council cut tax rates
The GST investigative arm has found Tata Starbucks guilty of profiteering to the
tune of Rs 4.51 crore by not reducing prices of coffee despite a cut in the rate.
The probe revealed that the firm had hiked the base price of one its coffee variants
after the GST Council cut tax rates on restaurants from 18% to 5% effective
November 15, 2017.
The investigation by the Directorate General of Anti Profiteering (DGAP) has
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revealed that Tata Starbucks, the equal joint venture between the Tata and global
coffee chain Starbucks, had hiked the base price of one its coffee variant after the
GST Council cut tax rates on restaurants.This case will be now heard by
the National Anti-Profiteering Authority (NAA), which will pass the final order
about the quantum of profiteering.The company, since its entry in October 2012,
operates around 140 outlets across Mumbai, Delhi-NCR, Hyderabad, Chennai,
Bengaluru, Chandigarh, Pune and Kolkata.
National Anti-Profiteering Authority (NAA):
Government has approved the constitution of a National Anti-Profiteering
Authority (NAA), the institutional mechanism under the GST law, to check the
unfair profit-making activities by the trading community. Union Cabinet chaired
by the PM decided for the appointment of a Chairman and Technical Members of
the Authority.

HRD releases Rs.58.92 crore to Tamil Nadu under RUSA
The Human Resource Development Ministry has released Rs.58.92 crore as part
of the grant to improve higher education institutions in the Tamil Nadu State. The
allocation is under Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan, which envisages
improvement of infrastructure, faculty development, research and innovation and
upgrade of degree colleges to model institutions. 66% of the contribution comes
from the Centre.The State comes under General Category and the funds being
released in the first installment are for improving management, monitoring,
evaluation and research component.
Beneficiaries under the scheme:
Institutions that have benefitted under the scheme include the Tamil University of
Thanjavur and the Physical Education and Sports University, which will receive
Rs.6 crore each for infrastructure improvement
Madurai Kamaraj University has been allocated Rs.1.05 crore for faculty
improvement.Bharathiar University, Annamalai University, Anna University,
MKU, Bharathidasan University and University of Madras each have been
sanctioned Rs.4.50 crore towards entrepreneurship and career hub
development.
The Government Arts College, Salem; Alagappa College, Karaikudi and
Presidency College, Chennai, have each been given Rs.60 lakh for
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infrastructure.Colleges including Quaid E Millath, Nandanam, Presidency, Dr.
Ambedkar, Queen Marys and Bharathi Womens College, Chennai, have been
allocated funds to develop vocational education.
Nineteen colleges, including Presidency College, have been allocated Rs.10.50 lakh
for vocationalisation of higher education.The funds also include the third and final
grant to improve infrastructure to Mother Teresa University Bharathiar
University and Manonmaniam Sundaranar University.
Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan:
The scheme was launched in 2013.It aims at providing strategic funding to eligible
state higher educational institutions and improve the overall quality of state
institutions.The funding would flow from the central ministry through the state
governments/union territories to the State Higher Education Councils.
It ensures reforms in the affiliation, academic and examination systems
andadequate availability of quality faculty in all higher educational institutions and
ensure capacity building at all levels of employment. It creates an enabling
atmosphere in the higher educational institutions to devote themselves to research
and innovations.

Centre mandated all Electric Vehicles (EVs) to use the green number plates
The Central government has asked the state transport departments to make it
mandatory for all Electric Vehicles (EVs) to use the green number plates,
irrespective of the year in which they were bought.
According to the announcement, all EVs should use green number plates wherein
the private electric vehicles will get white lettering on a green background and
commercial EVs will get yellow lettering.The aim is to help distinguish green
vehicles to provide easy identification for preferential treatment in parking, free
entry in congested zones besides other proposed benefits like concessional toll.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Chandrayaan 2 to be launched between 9 and 16th July
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) announced that
Chandrayaan-2, Indias second mission to the moon, will be launched
between July 9 and 16and that it is expected to land on September 6. In August
2018, the organisation had said it will launch Chandrayaan 2 in January 2019 and
described it as most complex mission undertaken by ISRO. The mission will be
launched on a GSLV Mk-III rocket from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in
Andhra Pradeshs Sriharikota. The mission aims to land on the moons south pole.
3 modules of the mission:
Chandrayaan-2 is a fully-indigenous mission that comprises three modules, an
Orbiter, a Lander named Vikram, and a Rover named Pragyan, and will be
launched on board a GSLV-MkIII rocket. The GSLV-MkIII is a three-stage heavy
lift launch vehicle that has been designed to carry four-tonne class satellites into
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO). The Chandrayaan-1 mission was
launched on board a PSLV.
The rover is housed inside the lander. After launch into earth bound orbit by GSLV
MK-III, the integrated module will reach Moon orbit using Orbiter propulsion
module. Subsequently, lander will separate from the orbiter and soft land at the
predetermined site close to lunar South Pole. Further, the rover will roll out for
carrying out scientific experiments on the lunar surface. Instruments are also
mounted on lander and orbiter for carrying out scientific experiments.
Global plans onLunar mission:
The lunar South Pole is believed to contain ice and other minerals, and international
space expedition plans are hotting up with NASA planning to land astronauts there
by 2024, while China reportedly plans to build a scientific research station on the
lunar South Pole within the next decade.
Indian Space Research Organisation:
Formed on: 15 August 1969
Headquarters: Bengaluru,India
Chairperson: Dr.K.Sivan
ISRO is the space agency of the Government of India. It aims to harness space
technology for national development while pursuing space science research and

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 29 - May 5, 2019)

planetary exploration.
ISRO built India's first satellite, Aryabhata, which was launched by the Soviet
Union on 19 April 1975.
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DEFENCE
Indian Army to procure missiles under emergency procurements
The Indian Army is in the process of procuring Spike-LR Anti-Tank Missiles
from Israel and Igla-S Very Short Range Air Defence Systems (VSHORAD)
from Russia through a set of new financial powers for emergency procurements
sanctioned by the Defence Ministry.
The Request For Proposal (RFP) for the two deals have been issued and
negotiations are ongoing.Under the latest emergency financial powers, armed
forces have been given a free hand to procure equipment worth upto Rs.300
crore on a priority basis.
Under the emergency route, the Army is looking to procure about 12 launchers and
around 250 missiles for each system.Deliveries have to be completed in three
months, but extendable to six months.
Ministry of Defence (MoD):
Formed on: 1776 (as Military Department), 15 August 1947 (as Ministry of
Defence)
Headquarters: Raisina Hill, New Delhi
Minister responsible: Nirmala Sitharaman
Deputy Minister responsible: Dr. Subhash Ramrao Bhamre
It coordinates and supervises national security and the Indian armed forces

MoD awarded GRSE Rs.6,311 crore project to build 8 ASWSWC
The Defence Ministry has awarded a contract of worth Rs.6,311 crore to Garden
Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited (GRSE) to build eight anti-submarine
warfare shallow watercraft (ASWSWC) for the Indian Navy.
As per the agreement, the first ship is to be delivered within 42 months from the
date of signing of the contract and subsequently, two ships are required to be
delivered per year. The eight vessels are to be delivered between 2022 and 2027.
The vessels are equipped with highly advanced state-of-the-art integrated platform
management systems including propulsion machinery, auxiliary machinery,
power generation, and distribution machinery and damage control machinery,
etc.
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Anti Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft:
Name: ASW-SWC
Builders: Cochin Shipyard, GRSE
Operators: Indian Navy
Preceded by: Abhay class
The ASW-SWC
corvettes are anti-submarine warfare vessels ordered for the Indian
Planned: 16
Navy from Cochin Shipyard (CSL) and Garden Reach Shipbuilders &
Engineers (GRSE). They are in the 700-ton range and will replace the Abhay-class
corvette currently in service. The Indian Ministry of Defense (MoD) cleared the
acquisition of 16 shallow water anti-submarine vessels, to replace Russian-built
Abhay-class corvettes commissioned in 1989 and 1991.
GRSE's projects:
The 100 warships built by GRSE so far range from Advanced Frigates to AntiSubmarine Warfare Corvettes to Fleet Tankers, Fast Attack Crafts, etc., with the
Shipyard having many firsts to its credit in terms of Innovation and Design.
The GRSE is currently handling major projects to make three Stealth Frigates for
Indian Navy under P17A Project, ASW Corvettes for Indian Navy, LCUs for
Indian Navy, four Survey Vessels (Large) for Indian Navy, FPVs for Indian Coast
Guard, etc. The present project will further consolidate GRSE's position as a unique
shipyard with the all-around capability to design and build ASWSWC
warships with state-of-the-art technology.

Varuna 19.1, Indo French joint naval exercise, began in Goa
Varuna 19.1 is the first part of the Indo-French joint naval exercise. It is being
held off the Goa coast from 1st to 10th May 2019.
The exercise will see the participation of the French Navy's aircraft carrier FNS
Charles de Gaulle, two destroyers, FNS Forbin and FNS Provence, the frigate FNS
Latouche-Treville, the tanker FNS Marne and a nuclear submarine. From the Indian
side, the aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya, destroyer INS Mumbai, the Teg-class
frigate, INS Tarkash, the Shishumar- class submarine, INS Shankul, and the
Deepak- class fleet tanker, INS Deepak, are taking part in the exercise.
The exercise is being conducted in two phases.
1. The harbour phase at Goa would include cross-visits, professional
interactions and discussions and sports events
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2. The sea phase would comprise various exercises across the spectrum of
Varunamaritime
19.2, theoperations
second part of the exercise, is scheduled to be held in May end in
Djibouti.
About the Bilateral Naval Exercise:
The bilateral naval exercise which was started in 1983 and christened as Varunain
2001, form a vital part of the Indo-French strategic partnership. Having grown in
scope and complexity over the years, this exercise exemplifies the strong relations
between the two nations. It aims at developing interoperability between the two
navies and fostering mutual cooperation by learning from each others best practices
to conduct joint operations.
It also underscores the shared interests and commitment of both nations in
promoting maritime security.The exercise is in line with the Joint Strategic Vision
of India-French Cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region signed by President
Emmanuel Macron and Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the former's visit to
India in March 2018.
France established diplomatic relations with the newly independent India in 1947.
A treaty of cession was signed by the two countries in May 1956.
France:
President: Emmanuel Macron
Prime Minister: Edouard Philippe
Capital: Paris
Currency: Euro () (EUR), CFP franc (XPF)
Official/national language: French

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 29 - May 5, 2019)

AWARDS AND HONOURS
Gagandeep Kang: The 1st Indian to be receive Fellowship of the Royal Society
(FRS)
Gagandeep Kang becomes first Indian woman scientist to be awarded Fellowship
of the Royal Society (FRS), United Kingdom.Gagandeep Kang is a clinicianscientist.She is well known for her key role in the development of Rotavac.She is
currently appointed as executive director of Translational Health Science and
Technology Institute (THSTI), Faridabad.
Rotavac
Rotavac is India's first indigenously developed vaccine for rotavirus infections,
which is responsible for childhood diarrhea.It was developed by Hyderabad-based
Bharat Biotech Limited and Pune-based Serum International. Rotavac was licensed
for use in India in 2014 and is manufactured by Bharat Biotech International
Limited.
Rotavirus vaccine is a vaccine used to protect against rotavirus
infections.Rotavirus is the leading cause of severe diarrhea among young
children.Rotavac is a live attenuated, monovalent vaccine containing a G9P[11]
human strain isolated from an Indian child. It is given by mouth in a three-dose
series, 4 weeks apart, beginning at 6 weeks of age up until 8 months of age.
The vaccines prevent 1534% of severe diarrhea in the developing world and 3796%
of severe diarrhea in the developed world. Vaccines decrease the risk of death
among young children due to diarrhea.Immunizing babies decreases rates of disease
among older people and those who have not been immunized. The World Health
Organization (WHO) recommends that rotavirus vaccine be included in national
routine vaccinations programs.
Fellowship of the Royal Society (FRS):
It is the oldest scientific academy since 1663.The award is sponsored by Royal
Society of London.The award recognizes the individuals who made a substantial
contribution to the improvement of natural knowledge in fields of natural
knowledge, including mathematics, engineering science, and medical science.

Jacques Kallis has been honoured with the Order of Ikhamanga in the Silver
Division
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Ex-South Africa all-rounder Jacques Kallis has been honoured with the Order of
Ikhamanga in the Silver Division. Kallis has been rewarded for his successful
cricketing career.He played 166 Tests, 328 ODIs and 25 T20Is, returning 62
hundred and 577 wickets.
The national honour is bestowed by the President of South Africa.The honour
recognizes the citizens who have made significant contributions to arts, literature,
music, journalism, culture, and sports.
Order of Ikhamanga Grades:
Gold (OIG) - For exceptional achievement
Silver (OIS) - For excellent achievement
Bronze (OIB) - For outstanding achievement
Eligibility: South African citizens
South Africa:
President: Cyril Ramaphosa
Deputy President: David Mabuza
Currency: South African Rand (ZAR)

Alfred Brownell was awarded the Goldman Environmental Prize
Alfred Brownell, an environmental lawyer, and activist was awarded the Goldman
Environmental Prize.He was awarded for exposing alleged abuse by the palm oil
company Golden Veroleum Liberia and helping to prevent it from converting
about 50 km2 of forest that is home to elephants, pygmy hippopotamuses, and
chimpanzees.
The company had been given a green light in 2010 by the government to expand in
the country and was poised to turn more than 2,000 km2 of the lush forest into palm
oil plantations.He won the Goldman prize along with five others for grassroots
environmental activism.
Other Awardees:
1. Linda Garcia of Vancouver, Washington, who rallied local communities to
successfully prevent the construction of North Americas largest oil terminal.
2. Ana Colovic Lesoska of North Macedonia, whose seven-year campaign
helped stop hydroelectric projects from being built in the countrys largest
national park.
3. Bayarjargal Agvaantseren of Mongolia, who led the fight to create the
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Tost Tosonbumba Nature Reserve.
4. Jacqueline Evans of the Cook Islands, whose work led to the conservation
and sustainable management of all of the Cook Islands ocean territory and
creation of 15 marine protected areas.
5. Alberto Curamil of Chile, a jailed indigenous activist who had protested
several hydroelectric projects in the country.
About Goldman Environmental Prize:
The prize was created in 1989 by philanthropists Richard and Rhoda Goldman.
Winners are selected from nominations made by environmental organisations and
others. The prize carries a $200,000 award.
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SPORTS
Eliud Kipchoge won the London Marathon 2019 title
Kenyan Eliud Kipchoge clinched his fourth London Marathon 2019 crown on
28th April at London, UK.Kipchoge strode clear of the field to win with the
second fastest-ever time of 2:02:37. He set the world record time of 2:01.39s at
Berlin in 2018.
In the womens section, Brigid Kosgei won the title. She finished the course in
2:18:20. She defeated Vivian Cheruiyot and Roza Dereje.
The results:
Men:
1. Eliud Kipchoge (Ken) 2:02.37s
2. Mosinet Geremew (Eth) 2:02:55
3. Mule Wasihun (Eth) 2:03:16
Women:
1. Brigid Kosgei (Ken) 2:18:20
2.Vivian Cheruiyot (Ken) 2:20:14
3.Roza Dereje (Eth) 2:20:51

Dominic Thiem clinched 2019 Barcelona Open Title
Dominic Thiem clinched the Barcelona Open Banc Sabadell 2019 title held at
Barcelona, Spain which was held from April 22 through April 28, 2019. He secured
6-4, 6-0.The Austrian became just the fourth player in the past 15 years to lift the
title in Barcelona, joining Rafael Nadal, Kei Nishikori, and Fernando Verdasco.
Hes also the first Austrian winner at this event since Thomas Muster in
1996.Thiem now has 13 ATP Tour titles, nine of which have come on clay.
About Barcelona Open 2019:
Date: 22 - 28 April
Edition: 67th
Category: ATP World Tour 500
Prize money: 2,324,905
Surface: Clay
Location: Barcelona, Spain
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Champions:
Singles:
Austria Dominic Thiem
Doubles:
Colombia Juan Sebastian Cabal / Colombia Robert Farah

Bahrain won 11 gold and topped the 23rd edition of the Asian Athletics
Championships
The 2019 Asian Athletics Championships was the 23rd edition of the Asian
Athletics Championships. The 4-day event was held at the Khalifa International
Stadium in Doha, Qatar. It was held from 21st April to 24th April 2019.
Bahrain topped the medal tally with 11 Golds and a total of 22 medals followed
by China with a total of 29 medals (9 Gold) and Japan with a total of 18 medals (5
Gold). India clinched the 4th spot with 3 golds. India bagged 3 gold, 7 Silver and
7 Bronze with a total of 17 medals.
Asian Athletics Championships 2019:
Organized by: Asian Athletics Association
Held at: Doha, Qatar
Participation: 43 nations
Events: 43
22nd Asian Athletics Championships was held in Bhubaneswar India
Rank (Medal) List:
Rank
Nation
Gold
Silver
Bronze
Total
1
Bahrain
11
7
4
22
(BHR)
2
China (CHN) 9
13
7
29
3
Japan (JPN) 5
4
9
18
4
India (IND) 3
7
7
17
5
Uzbekistan 3
0
2
5
(UZB)
6
Qatar
2
1
3
6
(QAT)*
7
Thailand
2
0
2
4
(THA)

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 29 - May 5, 2019)

8
9
10
11
12
13
13
13
16
17
17
17
17

Kazakhstan 1
(KAZ)
Kuwait
1
(KUW)
Chinese
1
Taipei (TPE)
Iran (IRI)
1
Philippines 1
(PHI)
Syria (SYR) 1
Tajikistan
1
(TJK)
Vietnam
1
(VIE)
Indonesia
0
(INA)
Hong Kong0
(HKG)
Jordan (JOR) 0
Oman
0
(OMA)
Sri
Lanka0
(SRI)

4

3

8

3

0

4

2

1

4

1
0

0
1

2
2

0
0

0
0

1
1

0

0

1

1

0

1

0

1

1

0
0

1
1

1
1

0

1

1

India to bid 2024 edition of the biennial World Team Championships
Table Tennis Federation of India (TTFI) has decided to bid for the 2024 edition
of the biennial World Team Championships. The last time India hosted a World
Championships was way back in 1987.
In the 2024 edition, 32 teams will take part. Team Championships take place on
even years and Individual Championships on odd years. The last big ITTF event
that was staged in India was in 2012 when Hyderabad hosted the World Junior
Championships.
Recently, TTFI has recommended three names to the sports ministry for the Arjuna
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award and they are Harmeet Desai, Sanil Shetty, and Madhurika Patkar.
Table Tennis Federation of India (TTFI):
Founded on: 1926
Headquarters: New Delhi
President: Dushyant Chautala
Secretary: M.P. Singh
Membership: 32 state units and 37 institutions
TTFI is the governing body for table tennis in India
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
President Sirisena appointed General S.H.S Kottegoda as the Defence
Secretary
President Maithripala Sirisena on 29th April appointed General S.H.S
Kottegoda, a former Army commander, to the post of Defence Secretary. He
replaces Hemasiri Fernando who resigned from the post after the Easter blasts that
killed over 250 people.
President Sirisena also named Deputy Inspector-General Chandana
Wickramaratne as the acting police chief as the incumbent Pujith
Jayasundara is currently on compulsory leave.President Sirisena squarely blamed
the Defence Secretary and the IGP for failing to pass on the information to him.
As per Sri Lankan law, the Inspector General of Police (IGP) can be removed
from the post only with a parliamentary resolution backed by a majority and
based on a subsequent inquiry by a committee.

Japan got its new emperor Naruhito
Emperor ascends to theChrysanthemum Throne:
The new emperor, Naruhito (59-year-old), on 1st May received the
sacred imperial regalia that represents his rightful succession to the worlds oldest
monarchy, Tokyo, Japan. Emperor Akihito of Japan formally stepped down
on 30th April 2019 as his son Naruhito prepared to take the Chrysanthemum
Throne and usher in a new imperial era.
Emperor Akihito:
Emperor Akihito abdicated the Chrysanthemum Throne three decades after he
succeeded his father, the wartime emperor Hirohito.This is the first abdication for
200 years in the world's oldest monarchy. In the Room of Pine in Tokyo's Imperial
Palace, the popular 85-year-old performed the abdication ritual in the presence of
the imperial regalia, an ancient sword and the sacred jewel.
Akihito (now 85 years old), took the throne in 1989. He devoted his career
correcting for a war fought in his father's name. He even brought the aloof
monarchy closer to people. He isthe first emperor in Japan's modern history
whose era did not have a war.While the role of the emperor has been chiefly
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ceremonial since the end of World War II, the departing monarch acted as the
nations chief consoler during times of disaster, such as the 2011 earthquake and
tsunami, and sought to make amends throughout Asia for Japans wartime atrocities.
Change of Era:
Stepping down of Emperor Akihito brings his "Heisei" era to an end and
beginning ofa new "Reiwa" era with Naruhito's accession. The term "Reiwa"
means "Beautiful Harmony". It is derived from "Manyoshu", an anthology of
Japanese poems dating back 1,200 years that symbolises Japan's profound public
culture and long tradition.

Jayshree Vyas appointed as BSEs first independent woman director
BSE, formerly known as the Bombay Stock Exchange, has finally appointed its
first independent woman director Jayshree Vyas. The appointment was still late
by at least a few weeks from the deadline of April 1 given to all top 500 listed
companies based on their market capitalisation for appointing an independent
woman director on their board.
Why the delay?
The delay happened as the countrys largest stock exchange was awaiting market
regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India's (SEBI) approval on the
appointment. Because of the appointment, BSE is now compliant with the
regulations. BSE already has two non-executive women directors namely Usha
Sangwan and Rajeshree Sabnavis on its Board.
Jayshree Vyas:
Vyas is a professionally-qualified chartered accountant, working as the managing
director of Shree Mahila Sewa Sahakari Bank, Ahmedabad, since 1986. She helped
in launching the first financial literacy programme in Sewa Bank in 2001.
Why the appointment is important?
The Companies Act of 2013 mandates a certain class of companies to have at least
one woman director on board. SEBI, in compliance with the Companies Act
2013, made it compulsory to have at least one woman on a board from October
2014.
Howver, according to some reports as of April 2019, 51 of top 500 National Stock
Exchange (NSE) listed companies in terms of market capitalisation had not
appointed independent woman director.
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Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE):
Location: Maharashtra, India
Founded on: 9 July 1875
Founded by: Premchand Roychand
Chairman: S. Ravi
MD & CEO: Ashishkumar Chauhan
Market cap: 150,184.87 billion
It is an Indian stock exchange
BSE is the world's 10th largest stock exchange
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IMPORTANT DAYS
Nation observes Ayushman Bharat Diwas on 30th April
As part of Gram Swaraj Abhiyan, Ayushman Bharat Diwas is celebrated across
the country on April 30.For the first time, the day was observed on 30th April
2018.During the event, information regarding Ayushman Bharat Scheme was
provided to people during health camps organised in rural areas.
On this day, gram sabhas were organized in different parts of the country to create
awareness about the National Health Protection Mission and verify and update
details in the Socio-Economic and Caste Census database.
About Ayushman Bharat Scheme:
The Central Government on March 21, 2018, had approved the launch of a new
Centrally Sponsored 'Ayushman Bharat -National Health Protection Mission
(AB- NHPM)'.Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has launched the scheme on
April 14, 2018, at Bijapur, Chhattisgarh.
The scheme has the benefit cover of Rs. 5 lakh per family per year.The target
beneficiaries of the proposed scheme will be more than 10 crore families belonging
to poor and vulnerable population.

May 1 is celebrated as Maharashtra Day and Gujarat Day in India
May 1 is celebrated as Maharashtra Day and Gujarat Day. In 1960, the Bombay
Reorganization Act was passed by Indias Parliament to divide the multilingual
state of Bombay into Gujarat and Maharashtra. The legislation came into effect
on May 1, 1960.
The state of Bombay formerly comprised of speakers of different languages such as
Marathi, Gujarati, Konkani, and Kutchi.
During the mid-1950s, a movement known as the Samyukta Maharashtra Samiti
started demanding a separate Marathi-speaking state while Mahagujarat Movement
aimed at the formation of a state for Gujarati-speaking people. The movements
ended with the creation of the Bombay Reorganization Act.
The States Reorganisation Act, 1956 defined boundaries for the states within
India on the basis of languages. The was at the forefront of the movement to divide
the Bombay State into two states; one composed of areas where people primarily

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 29 - May 5, 2019)

spoke Gujarati and Kutchhi and the other where people primarily spoke Marathi
and Konkani.
The state of Maharashtra and Gujarat were formed as a result of the Sanyukta
Maharashtra Samiti movement according to the Bombay Reorganisation Act, 1960
enacted by the Parliament of India on 25 April 1960. The act came into effect on 1
May 1960, hence the reason of annual celebration.
Maharashtra:
Chief Minister: Devendra Fadnavis
Governor: CH Vidyasagar Rao
Capital: Mumbai
Gujarat:
Chief Minister:Vijay Rupani
Governor: Om Prakash Kohli
Capital: Gandhinagar

World Tuna Day was observed on 2nd May
The United Nations (UN) established the World Tuna Day on May 2. In
December 2016 the United Nations General Assembly voted to officially observe
the Day in its resolution 71/124.May 2, 2017, was the first internationallyrecognized World Tuna Day.
The day aims to spread information about the possible impact of drastically
declining tuna stocks and to highlight the economic and social benefits of
establishing more sustainable fishing practices. It is observed for the first time
in 2017.According to the UN, a large number of countries worldwide depend on
tuna for both food security and nutrition. At the same time, more than 80
countries have tuna fisheries, and their capacity is constantly growing.
Tuna under threat:
In recent years, environmental groups like the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) have
warned that some types of tuna, such as the bluefin, are now endangered because of
overfishing.
A 2013 Stock assessment reported that because of overfishing, bluefin stocks in the
Northern Pacific Ocean have declined by more than 96% in comparison to
unfished levels.
In the 2016 report, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) registered
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new record catches for tuna. Total catches of tuna and tuna-like species were almost
7.7 million metric tonnes. FAO said there is a need for effective management to
restore the overfished stocks including tuna.
Promoting Sustainable Tuna Fishing:
With so many countries around the world relying on tuna for both its nutritional
and economic value, World Tuna Day is an effort to stress the importance of a
stable and healthy tuna population. The World Tuna Day highlights the
importance of sustainably managed fish stocks in achieving the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development
About Tuna:
Tuna is a saltwater fish
It belongs to the tribe Thunnin
The Thunnini comprise 15 species across five genera
Tuna are found in warm seas
It can maintain a body temperature higher than that of the surrounding
water.

World Press Freedom Day is celebrated on 3rd May
World Press Freedom Day is celebrated on 3rd May every year. It was started by
the UN General Assembly in 1993, on a recommendation from UNESCO.The day
aims to celebrate the fundamental principles of press freedom, assess its state
around the world, defend the media from attacks on their independence and to pay
tribute to journalists who have laid down their lives in the exercise of their
profession.
The theme for this year's World Press Freedom Day is Media for Democracy:
Journalism and Elections in Times of Disinformation. The themediscusses
current challenges faced by media in elections, along with the medias potential in
supporting peace and reconciliation processes.UNESCO's mandate is freedom of
the press and freedom of expression.UNESCO believes that these freedoms allow
for mutual understanding to build sustainable peace.
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization:
Abbreviation: UNESCO
Formed on: 4 November 1946
Headquarters: Paris, France
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Director-General: Audrey Azoulay
Parent organization: United Nations Economic and Social Council
Its purpose is to contribute to peace and security by promoting international
collaboration through educational, scientific, and cultural reforms

Coal Miners Day is observed on 4th May every year
Coal Miners Day is observed on 4th May every year to highlight the toughest
profession and the people working in coal mines. On this day several
organisations, communities raises funds and awareness for other organisations in
the coal mining area and workers.
This day show appreciation for the sacrifices, honour the accomplishments and
remember the tragedies that these hardworking individuals experience.
History:
World:
Coal Miners became increasingly important during the Industrial revolution
(between 1760 and 1840) when coal was burnt on a large scale to fuel stationary
and locomotive engines and heat buildings. Owing to coal's strategic role as
a primary fuel, coal miners have figured strongly in labour and political
movements since that time.
After the late 19th century coal miners in many countries were a frequent
presence in industrial disputes with both the management and government. Coal
miners' politics, while complex, have occasionally been radical, with a frequent
leaning towards far-left political views. A number of far-left political movements
have had the support of both coal miners themselves and their trade unions,
particularly in Great Britain. In France, on the other hand, coal miners have been
much more conservative.
India:
In India coal mining began in 1774 when John Sumner and Suetonius Grant
Healthy of the East India Company commenced commercial exploitation in the
Raniganj Coalfield along the Western bank of Damodar River. Further, the
introduction of steam locomotives in 1853 boosted demand and production of coal
increases. In India, coal-rich regions are Orissa, Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Chhattisgarh and some central and southern parts of the country.
Mainly miners spend their days tunneling, digging and extracting coal from the
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mines. It is known that more than half of India's commercial energy needs are
fulfilled by coal. It is the main fuel for generating power, making steel and cement.

International Firefighters Day is observed on 4th May
International Firefighters' Day (IFFD) is observed on 4th May of every year. It
was instituted after a proposal was emailed out across the world on January 4,
1999, due to the deaths of five firefighters in tragic circumstances in a bushfire in
Australia. May 4 used to be a traditional Firefighters' Day in many European
countries because it is the day of Saint Florian, patron saint of firefighters.
Fire prevention and the need for more intensive and thorough training is one
of the main aspects of International Fire Fighters Day. Firefighters and their
agencies around the world are constantly stressing fire prevention: in schools, to the
community, at public events, at assemblies and even to their own families. The
safest way to keep firefighters alive and home to their families is training.This ideal
is one that International Fire Fighters Day stresses.
The Ribbon:
One of the most significant symbols of International Fire Fighters Day is the red
and blue ribbon. This ribbon is cut precisely five centimeters long and one
centimeter wide, with the two separate colors conjoined at the top. The red and blue
were chosen because the red stood for the element of fire whereas the blue would
represent the element of water. Coincidently, red and blue are also the colors
recognized worldwide to signify emergency services; therefore, red and blue being
the best choice of color to recognize an international day.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Which bank and its life insurance partner Canara HSBC OBC Life
launched Web Assurance?
A.State Bank of India
B.Corporation Bank
C.Dena Bank
D.Canara Bank

Answer D
Explanation Canara Bank and its life insurance partner Canara HSBC OBC Life launched Web
Assurance.

2) Who became the first Indian woman scientist to be awarded Fellowship of
the Royal Society (FRS), United Kingdom?
A.Rohini Godbole
B.Aditi Pant
C.Gagandeep Kang
D.Tessy Thomas

Answer C
Explanation Gagandeep Kang becomes first Indian woman scientist to be awarded Fellowship of
the Royal Society (FRS), United Kingdom. Gagandeep Kang is a clinician-scientist. She is well
known for her key role in the development of Rotavac.

3) Who claimed the London Marathon 2019 title?
A.Dennis Kimetto
B.Eliud Kipchoge
C.Derek Clayton
D.Wilson Kipsang

Answer B
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Explanation Kenyan Eliud Kipchoge clinched his fourth London Marathon 2019 crown on 28th
April at London, UK.

4) Who won the Barcelona Open 2019 Championship?
A.Rafael Nadal
B.Kei Nishikori
C.Fernando Verdasco
D.Dominic Thiem

Answer D
Explanation Dominic Thiem clinched the Barcelona Open Banc Sabadell 2019 title held at
Barcelona, Spain. He secured 6-4, 6-0.

5) Which country topped the 2019 ISSF Rifle/Pistol World Cup?
A.US
B.India
C.China
D.Hungary

Answer B
Explanation India topped the 2019 ISSF Rifle/Pistol World Cup. India ended their campaign at
the International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) World Cup with a total of four medals, three
golds, and a silver.

6) Which country initiated the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)?
A.India
B.Indonesia
C.China
D.Nepal

Answer C
Explanation China initiated the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
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7) Who is the Chairman of Insurance Regulatory & Development Authority of
India (IRDAI)?
A.Pravin Kutumbe
B.Sujay Banarji
C.Subhash Chandra Khuntia
D.Nilesh Sathe

Answer C
Explanation Subhash Chandra Khuntia is the Chairman of the Insurance Regulatory &
Development Authority of India (IRDAI).

8) _________ has set up a 13 member committee to review the regulatory
framework on microinsurance & recommend measures.
A.IRDAI
B.AAI
C.SEBI
D.NABARD

Answer A
Explanation Insurance Regulatory & Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has set up a 13
member committee under IRDAI Executive Director Suresh Mathur to review the regulatory
framework on microinsurance & recommend measures to increase the demand for such products.

9) Which of the following former Indian footballer was called the Pele of Asia?
A.Shabbir Ali
B.Subrata Pal
C.Pungam Kannan
D.I.M.Vijayan

Answer C
Explanation Former Indian footballer Pungam Kannan passed away due to prolonged illness. He
was known as the Pele of Asia.
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10) Who was awarded the Goldman Environmental Prize 2019?
A.Al Gore
B.Alfred Brownell
C.Bill McKibben
D.James Lovelock

Answer B
Explanation Alfred Brownell, an environmental lawyer and activist, was awarded the Goldman
Environmental Prize. He was awarded for exposing alleged abuse by the the palm oil company
Golden Veroleum Liberia and helping to prevent it from converting about 50 km2 of forest that is
home to elephants, pygmy hippopotamuses and chimpanzees.

11) _________ has been honoured with the Order of Ikhamanga in the Silver
Division.
A.Jacques Kallis
B.Gra Kirsten
C.Chester Williams
D.Eric Simons

Answer A
Explanation Ex-South Africa all-rounder Jacques Kallis has been honoured with the Order of
Ikhamanga in the Silver Division. Kallis has been rewarded for his successful cricketing career.

12) Which country set a Guinness World Record for the number of national
flags raised in a city for 24 hours?
A.Cyprus
B.Jordan
C.Lebanon
D.Israel

Answer C
Explanation Lebanon's capital Beirut has set a new Guinness World Record for the number of
national flags raised in a city for 24 hours.
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13) When is the Ayushman Bharat Diwas celebrated in India?
A.April 29th
B.April 30th
C.May 1st
D.May 2nd

Answer B
Explanation As part of Gram Swaraj Abhiyan, Ayushman Bharat Diwas is celebrated across the
country on April 30. For the first time, the day was observed on 30th April 2018.

14) Indian Army is to procure ________ from Israel and ________ from
Russia for emergency procurements sanctioned by the Defence Ministry.
A.Spike NLOS Anti-Tank Missiles, 9K32 Strela2
B.Spike-MR Anti-Tank Missiles, 9K38 Igla
C.Spike-LR II Anti-Tank Missiles, 2K12 Kub
D.Spike-LR Anti-Tank Missiles, Igla-S VSHORAD

Answer D
Explanation The Indian Army is in the process of procuring Spike-LR Anti-Tank Missiles from
Israel and Igla-S Very Short Range Air Defence Systems (VSHORAD) from Russia through a set
of new financial powers for emergency procurements sanctioned by the Defence Ministry.

15) Who was appointed as the Defence Secretary of Sri Lanka?
A.Pujith Jayasundara
B.Chandana Wickramaratne
C.S.H.S Kottegoda
D.It is vacant

Answer C
Explanation President Maithripala Sirisena on 29th April appointed General S.H.S Kottegoda, a
former Army commander, to the post of Defence Secretary. He replaces Hemasiri Fernando who
resigned from the post after the Easter blasts that killed over 250 people.

16) In which State is Zojila located?
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A.Himachal Pradesh
B.Assam
C.J&K
D.Punjab

Answer C
Explanation Zojila is located in Jammu & Kashmir.

17) Government has given red alert on 30th April to States namely India,
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and Odisha for the _________.
A.Cyclone Ockhi
B.Cyclone Fani
C.Cyclone Sagar
D.Cyclone Pabuk

Answer B
Explanation Government has given red alert on 30th April to States namely India, Andhra
Pradesh, Kerala and Odisha for the Cyclone Fani. According to The India Met Department
(IMD), Cyclone Fani in South East Bay of Bengal is likely to intensify from a severe cyclonic
storm into a 'very severe cyclonic storm' as it approaches coastal Tamil Nadu by 30 April.

18) Defence Ministry has awarded ________ to build 8 Anti-Submarine
Warfare Shallow Watercraft For Indian Navy.
A.Rs.4,689 crore
B.Rs.6,311 crore
C.Rs.8,132 crore
D.Rs.8,584 crore

Answer B
Explanation The Defence Ministry has awarded a contract of worth Rs.6,311 crore to Garden
Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited (GRSE) to build eight anti-submarine warfare shallow
watercraft (ASWSWC) for the Indian Navy.

19) Defence Ministry has awarded ________ to build 8 Anti-Submarine
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Warfare Shallow Watercraft For Indian Navy.
A.Mazagon Dock Limited, Mumbai
B.Hindustan Shipyard Limited, Visakhapatnam
C.Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers, Kolkata
D.Cochin Shipyard Limited

Answer C
Explanation The Defence Ministry has awarded a contract of worth Rs.6,311 crore to Garden
Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited (GRSE) to build eight anti-submarine warfare shallow
watercraft (ASWSWC) for the Indian Navy.

20) India is the _______ biggest Military Spender in 2018, as per the SIPRI
Report.
A.2nd
B.4th
C.6th
D.18th

Answer B
Explanation Stockholm International Peace Research Institute's (SIPRI) report said that India is
the worlds fourth biggest military spender in 2018. The United States topped the list and it is
followed by China and Saudi Arabia.

21) Which country topped the SIPRI Report on biggest Military Spender in
2018?
A.US
B.UK
C.Russia
D.India

Answer A
Explanation Stockholm International Peace Research Institute's (SIPRI) report said that India is
the worlds fourth biggest military spender in 2018. The United States topped the list and it is
followed by China and Saudi Arabia.
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22) Which of the following has announced its withdrawal from the UN Arms
Trade Treaty?
A.Russia
B.UK
C.US
D.China

Answer C
Explanation US President Donald Trump stated that his administration is withdrawing the U.S.
signature from the U.N. Arms Trade Treaty, in response to concerns from gun rights activists that
it could impinge on Americans right to bear arms. Former US President Barack Obama signed the
treaty in 2013 and sent the treaty to the Senate for ratification.

23) Which of the following is the naval exercise between India and French?
A.SLINEX 2
B.SIMBEX
C.Aman-19
D.Varuna 19.1

Answer D
Explanation Varuna 19.1 is the first part of the Indo-French joint naval exercise. It is being held
off the Goa coast from 1st to 10th May 2019. The exercise is being conducted in two phases. The
harbour phase at Goa would include cross-visits, professional interactions and discussions and
sports events. The sea phase would comprise various exercises across the spectrum of maritime
operations. Varuna 19.2, the second part of the exercise, is scheduled to be held in May end in
Djibouti.

24) Who is the new emperor of Japan?
A.Emperor Hirohito
B.Emperor Akihito
C.Emperor Naruhito
D.Emperor Akishino

Answer C
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Explanation The new emperor, Naruhito, on 1st May received the sacred imperial regalia that
represents his rightful succession to the worlds oldest monarchy. Emperor Akihito of Japan
formally stepped down on 30th April 2019 as his son Naruhito prepared to take the
Chrysanthemum Throne and usher in a new imperial era.

25) Pangolins which was recently in news fall under __________ category of
IUCN red list?
A.Least Concern
B.Threatened
C.Critically endangered
D.Extinct

Answer C
Explanation The scaly anteater, or Indian Pangolin, is a rare secretive mammal that lives on a
diet of ants and termites, thus playing a vital role in the ecosystem. Pangolins are highly
trafficked creatures. They are under the threat of extinction and fall under the Critically
Endangered category of IUCN red list

26) SEBI ordered NSE to pay more than ________ in the case of misuse of its
co-location facility.
A.500 crore
B.625 crore
C.750 crore
D.845 crore

Answer B
Explanation Markets regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) directed National
Stock Exchange (NSE) to pay more than 625 crore in the case of misuse of its co-location
facility.

27) Which of the following designated Masood Azhar as global terrorist
recently?
A.Human Rights, Terrorism and Counter-terrorism (OHCHR)
B.ASEAN
C.European Union Council
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D.UN Security Council

Answer D
Explanation Jaish-e-Mohammad chief Masood Azhar was listed as a designated terrorist by the
UN Security Council 1267 Committee on 1st May 2019.

28) Which of the following was recently found guilty of profiteering on its
coffee variants after the GST Council cut tax rates by NAA?
A.TATA Starbucks
B.KFC
C.McDonald's
D.Domino's Pizza

Answer A
Explanation The GST investigative arm has found Tata Starbucks guilty of profiteering to the
tune of Rs 4.51 crore by not reducing prices of coffee despite a cut in the rate. The probe revealed
that the firm had hiked the base price of one its coffee variants after the GST Council cut tax rates
on restaurants from 18% to 5% effective November 15, 2017.

29) Which of the following is Indian Navy's vessel.s is to take part in Varuna
19.1?
A.INS Vikramaditya
B.INS Mumbai
C.INS Tarkash
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation INS Mumbai is Indian Navy's destroyer.

30) Where is Varuna 19.1, the first part of the Indo-French joint naval exercise
being held?
A.Goa
B.Djibouti
C.Kolkata
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D.Chennai

Answer A
Explanation Varuna 19.1 is the first part of the Indo-French joint naval exercise. It is being held
off the Goa coast from 1st to 10th May 2019.

31) Whom did the New emperor Naruhito succeed?
A.Emperor Hirohito
B.Emperor Akihito
C.Emperor Mutsuhito
D.Emperor Yoshihito

Answer B
Explanation The new emperor, Naruhito (59-year-old), on 1st May received the sacred imperial
regalia that represents his rightful succession to the worlds oldest monarchy, Tokyo, Japan.
Emperor Akihito of Japan formally stepped down on 30th April 2019 as his son Naruhito
prepared to take the Chrysanthemum Throne and usher in a new imperial era.

32) How many species of Pangolins are there?
A.6
B.7
C.8
D.9

Answer C
Explanation 8 species of Pangolins are there. They are Chinese or Formosan pangolin, Malayan
or Sunda pangolin, Indian or thick-tailed pangolin, Palawan or Philippine pangolin, Tree or
African white-bellied pangolin, Giant ground pangolin, Cape or Temmincks ground pangolin,
Long-tailed or black-bellied pangolin.

33) When was the Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan scheme launced?
A.2012
B.2013
C.2014
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D.2015

Answer B
Explanation Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan was launched in 2013. It aims at providing
strategic funding to eligible state higher educational institutions and improve the overall quality
of state institutions. The funding would flow from the central ministry through the state
governments/union territories to the State Higher Education Councils.

34) For the Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan scheme, Tamil Nadu falls
under ________ category.
A.Backward
B.Special Status
C.General
D.Most backward

Answer C
Explanation The Human Resource Development Ministry has released Rs.58.92 crore as part of
the grant to improve higher education institutions in the Tamil Nadu State. The allocation is
under Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan, which envisages improvement of infrastructure,
faculty development, research and innovation and upgrade of degree colleges to model
institutions. 66% of the contribution comes from the Centre. The State comes under General
Category and the funds being released in the first installment are for improving management,
monitoring, evaluation and research component.

35) Under which Scheme did MHRD release Rs.58.92 crore as part of the
grant to improve higher education institutions in the Tamil Nadu State?
A.Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan scheme
B.Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan
C.Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
D.Mahila Samakhya scheme

Answer A
Explanation The Human Resource Development Ministry has released Rs.58.92 crore as part of
the grant to improve higher education institutions in the Tamil Nadu State. The allocation is
under Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan, which envisages improvement of infrastructure,
faculty development, research and innovation and upgrade of degree colleges to model
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institutions. 66% of the contribution comes from the Centre.

36) Which of the following defines the boundaries for the states within India
on the basis of languages?
A.State Bipartition Act, 1947
B.States Bifurcation Act, 1949
C.States Bifurcation Act, 1950
D.States Reorganisation Act, 1956

Answer D
Explanation The States Reorganisation Act, 1956 defines the boundaries for the states within
India on the basis of languages.

37) When is the Maharashtra Day and Gujarat Day celebrated in India?
A.May 1
B.May 2
C.May 5
D.May 10

Answer A
Explanation May 1 is celebrated as Maharashtra Day and Gujarat Day. In 1960, the Bombay
Reorganization Act was passed by Indias Parliament to divide the multilingual state of Bombay
into Gujarat and Maharashtra. The legislation came into effect on May 1, 1960.

38) SEBI is given statutory powers through the ________.
A.SEBI Act, 1950
B.SEBI Act, 1969
C.SEBI Act, 1972
D.SEBI Act, 1992

Answer D
Explanation SEBI is the regulator for the securities market in India. It is given statutory powers
through the SEBI Act, 1992.
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39) Which of the following is the world's 10th largest stock exchange?
A.National Stock Exchange (NSE)
B.Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE)
C.Kolkata Stock Exchange (KSE)
D.Madras Stock Exchange (MSE)

Answer B
Explanation Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) is an Indian stock exchange. BSE is the world's
10th largest stock exchange.

40) Who is the Chairman of Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE)?
A.S.Ravi
B.Jayshree Vyas
C.Ashishkumar Chauhan
D.Rajeshree Sabnavis

Answer A
Explanation S.Ravi is the Chairman of Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).

41) Which act mandated a certain class of companies must have at least one
woman director on board?
A.Companies 2nd Amendment Act 2017
B.The Indian Partnership Act, 1932
C.The Companies Amendment Act, 2006
D.Companies Act of 2013

Answer D
Explanation The Companies Act of 2013 mandates a certain class of companies to have at least
one woman director on board. SEBI, in compliance with the Companies Act 2013, made it
compulsory to have at least one woman on board from October 2014.

42) Which of the following can maintain a body temperature higher than that
of the surrounding water?
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A.Piranhas
B.Tuna
C.Northern pike
D.Yellow perch

Answer B
Explanation Tuna can maintain a body temperature higher than that of the surrounding water.
Tuna is a saltwater fish that belongs to the tribe Thunnin. The Thunnini comprises 15 species
across five genera. Tuna are found in warm seas.

43) Which country stands the first largest destination for foreign investment
by Indian companies?
A.Netherlands
B.US
C.Singapore
D.China

Answer C
Explanation Singapore stands the first largest destination for foreign investment by Indian
companies.

44) Which Country has emerged as the third largest FDI in India during
2017-18, with investments pegged at about $2.67 billion?
A.Singapore
B.Netherlands
C.Australia
D.Sweden

Answer B
Explanation The Netherlands has emerged as the third largest foreign direct investor in India
during 2017-18, with investments pegged at about $2.67 billion across sectors.

45) World Press Freedom Day was started by UN General Assembly in 1993
on a recommendation from ________.
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A.UNESCO
B.WHO
C.UNDP
D.UNSC

Answer A
Explanation World Press Freedom Day is celebrated on 3rd May every year. It was Started by
the UN General Assembly in 1993, on a recommendation from UNESCO.

46) Who is appointed as the first independent woman director of Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE)?
A.Arundhati Bhattacharya
B.Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw
C.Jayshree Vyas
D.Naina Lal Kidwai

Answer C
Explanation BSE, formerly known as the Bombay Stock Exchange, has finally appointed its first
independent woman director Jayshree Vyas. The delay in appointment happened as the countrys
largest stock exchange was awaiting market regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India's
(SEBI) approval on the appointment.

47) When is the World Tuna day observed?
A.2nd May
B.3rd May
C.15th May
D.16th May

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations (UN) established World Tuna Day on May 2. The event aims to
spread information about the possible impact of drastically declining tuna stocks and to highlight
the economic and social benefits of establishing more sustainable fishing practices.

48) When is the World Press Freedom Day celebrated?
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A.1st May
B.1st friday of May
C.3rd May
D.5th May

Answer C
Explanation World Press Freedom Day is celebrated on 3rd May every year. It was Started by
the UN General Assembly in 1993, on a recommendation from UNESCO.

49) The Indian government announced ________ number plates mandate for
all electric vehicles.
A.blue
B.brown
C.indigo
D.green

Answer D
Explanation The Central government has asked the state transport departments to make it
mandatory for all Electric Vehicles (EVs) to use the green number plates, irrespective of the year
in which they were bought.

50) Recently, ________ called for protest at Army bases in Venezuela.
A.Nicolas Maduro
B.Delcy Rodriguez
C.Leopoldo Lopez
D.Juan Guaido

Answer D
Explanation Venezuelan Opposition leader Juan Guaido called for peaceful demonstrations at
Army bases, days after a military uprising in support of his bid to oust President Nicolas Maduro
fizzled out.

51) When did Coal mining begin in India?
A.1678
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B.1774
C.1888
D.1876

Answer B
Explanation In India coal mining began in 1774 when John Sumner and Suetonius Grant
Healthy of the East India Company commenced commercial exploitation in the Raniganj
Coalfield along the Western bank of Damodar River. Further, the introduction of steam
locomotives in 1853 boosted demand and production of coal increases.

52) When is the Coal Miners Day observed?
A.2nd May
B.3rd May
C.4th May
D.5th May

Answer C
Explanation Coal Miners Day is observed on 4th May every year to highlight the toughest
profession and the people working in coal mines. On this day several organisations, communities
raises funds and awareness for other organizations in the coal mining area and workers.

53) Taliban is a _______ fundamentalist political movement and military
organization in Afghanistan.
A.Kharijite Islam
B.Sunni Islamic
C.Shia Islamic
D.None

Answer B
Explanation Taliban is a Sunni Islamic fundamentalist political movement and military
organization in Afghanistan currently waging war within that country. Since 2016, the Taliban's
leader is Mawlawi Hibatullah Akhundzada. The leadership is based in Quetta, Pakistan.

54) May 4 used to be a traditional Firefighters' Day in many European
countries because it is the day of Saint _________.
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A.Andrew
B.Philip
C.Thomas
D.Florian

Answer D
Explanation May 4 used to be a traditional Firefighters' Day in many European countries
because it is the day of Saint Florian, patron saint of firefighters.

55) Which of the following is the most significant symbols of International Fire
Fighters Day?
A.White and green ribbon
B.White and red ribbon
C.Red and blue ribbon
D.Yellow and blue ribbon

Answer C
Explanation One of the most significant symbols of International Fire Fighters Day is the red
and blue ribbon. This ribbon is cut precisely five centimeters long and one centimeter wide, with
the two separate colors conjoined at the top. The red and blue were chosen because the red stood
for the element of fire whereas the blue would represent the element of water.

56) When is the International Firefighters' Day (IFFD) is observed?
A.3rd May
B.4th May
C.5th May
D.6th May

Answer B
Explanation International Firefighters' Day (IFFD) is observed on 4th May of every year. It was
instituted after a proposal was emailed out across the world on January 4, 1999, due to the deaths
of five firefighters in tragic circumstances in a bushfire in Australia.

57) The first World Laughter Day gathering took place in _______.
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A.Mumbai, India
B.Copenhagen, Denmark
C.Kolkata, India
D.London, UK

Answer A
Explanation The first World Laughter Day gathering took place in Mumbai, India, on 11th of
January 1998. 12,000 members from local and international Laughter Clubs joined together in a
mega laughter session.

58) When is the World Laughter Day celebrated?
A.First Tuesday of May
B.First Thursday of May
C.First Sunday of May
D.Second Tuesday of May

Answer C
Explanation World Laughter Day is celebrated on the first Sunday of May of every year. The
first celebration was on May 10, 1998, in Mumbai, India. The celebration of World Laughter Day
was meant to be a positive manifestation for world peace and to build up a global consciousness
of brotherhood and friendship through laughter and run-on sentences.

59) The article titled _________ authored by Nileena M S won the ACJ Award
for Investigative Journalism, 2018.
A.The Death of Judge Loya
B.The Chronicle of Crime Fiction That is Adityanath's Encounter Raj
C.Coalgate 2.0
D.Nature Communications

Answer C
Explanation The article titled 'Coalgate 2.0' authored by Nileena M S and published in The
Caravan magazine in March 2018 has won the ACJ Award for Investigative Journalism, 2018.
Coalgate 2.0 investigates the allotment of captive coal blocks in Chhattisgarh to the Rajasthan.
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60) Who won the the ACJ Award for Investigative Journalism, 2018?
A.Nileena M S
B.Nikita Saxena
C.Neha Dixit
D.Martina R

Answer A
Explanation The article titled 'Coalgate 2.0' authored by Nileena M S and published in The
Caravan magazine in March 2018 has won the ACJ Award for Investigative Journalism, 2018.
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