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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Draft Plan For District-Wise Export Promotion
After determining the products and services with export potential, the government
has prepared draft regional export promotion plans for 451 districts
Highlights:
The government's goal is to achieve double-digit export growth from 500 districts
within 3-5 years.
Require states, with the assistance of the Directorate-General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT), to compile an annual "export ranking index" for districts related to export
competitiveness.
Although foreign trade accounts for 45% of India's GDP, most of the export
promotion work is promoted by the center.
The district-specific approach requires states to identify potential export sectors
and logistics bottlenecks that need to be resolved.
In the initial stage, products and services with export potential in each districts
have been identified, and the State and District Export Promotion Committees
institutional mechanisms are being established, and an action plan has been
formulated to increase exports in each districts .
With the exception of West Bengal, the District Export Promotion Committees in
all states have been notified.

New Committee To Screen New Bank Licences
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) established a five-member Standing External
Advisory Committee (SEAC), led by former Reserve Bank of India Deputy
Governor Shyamala Gopinath, to evaluate applications from Universal Bank and
Small Finance Bank (SFB). The Standing External Advisory Committee (SEAC)
will be composed of prominent individuals with experience in the banking,
financial sector and other related fields.
About the Committee:
Term: The committee will serve for three years.
Committee Secretariat: The committee's secretary support will be provided by the
Regulatory Department of the Reserve Bank of India.
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Function: Applications from Universal Bank and SFB will first be evaluated by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to ensure that the applicant has the ostensible
qualifications, and then SEAC will evaluate the application.
Small Financial Bank (SFB):Small financial banks are financial institutions that
provide financial services to unserviced and unbanked areas of the country.
Registered as a public limited company under the 2013 Companies Act.
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INTERNATIONAL
Japan-India Launches Patent Prosecution Highway
Bilateral Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) program launched by India and Japan
in November 2019.
Highlights:
India and Japan launched the Bilateral Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) program
between the two countries in November 2019.
According to the bilateral agreement between the Japan Patent Office (JPO) and
the Indian Patent Office (IPO), the Indian Patent Office will only receive patent
applications related to certain specific technical fields, including computer science,
electrical, electronic, Information technology, physics, civil, machinery, textiles,
automobiles and metallurgy fields, and JPO may be applied in all technical fields.
The patent prosecution highway includes a series of initiatives to speed up the
patent prosecution process by sharing information among the patent offices of
participating countries.
By benefiting from the previous work done by the patent offices of other
participating countries, beneficial purposes can be provided for each participating
patent office. Therefore, the work can be carried out at the same time to reduce
examination workload and improve patent quality.

New Amendment of Hong Kong by NPC
The National People's Congress (NPC) of China recently approved a decision to
improve Hong Kong's electoral system.
Highlights:
This paved the way for how to select leaders in Hong Kong.
It gives Beijing-appointed politicians greater power to run the politics of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region.
Now, the size of the Legislative Council will be expanded to 90%, with another 20
members participating in 35 people who are nominated, thereby reducing the
proportion of directly elected representatives.
The amendment also gave the newly enlarged Election Committee greater powers,
which increased from the previously nominated 1,200 members to 1,500 nominated
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members.
The most controversial change is the establishment of a new "Candidate
Qualification Review Committee", which "shall be responsible for reviewing and
confirming" the candidate qualifications of the election committee members, the
chief executive and legislative council members.
Hong Kong is a special administrative region governed by the "one country, two
systems" model.

Freedom Pineapple Movement Launched in Twitter
Taiwan's Foreign Minister Wu Zu Joseph recently launched the "Free Pineapple"
campaign on Twitter to condemn China's ban on the import of pineapples from
Taiwan on political grounds. After the implementation of the ban, Taiwan's
pineapple has also become a political symbol of the region.
Highlights:
Pineapple Freedom is a political and social response to China's ban on pineapple
imports from Taiwan. The Chinese government has banned the import of
pineapples from Taiwan before the 2021 pineapple peak season is approaching.
However, experts, producers and the Taiwanese government have all denied this.
The name of the sport was inspired by the "Freedom Fries" game called "Freedom
pineapples".
After facing the ban, the Taiwan government has asked its citizens and other
diplomatic allies to increase their consumption of "free pineapples." The
government also promised to provide financial assistance to any farmers who
suffered losses due to the ban. President of Taiwan Tsai Ing-wen also launched a
social media campaign called "Eat Taiwan's Pineapple Until It Blows." The
campaign was launched to encourage its citizens to increase consumption of local
pineapples. Taiwanese restaurants also add pineapple to their dishes.
Taiwanese farmers are beginning to worry about exporting non-pineapple products
from China to other markets because they worry that their products may be banned
in the next step.

India Participated in Nowruz Festivities
India's Shanghai Cooperation Organization Secretariat in Beijing participated in the
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Nowruz Festival celebrations.
Highlights:
Nowruz is the New Year in Persia and a symbol of the arrival of spring in the
northern hemisphere and it is a universal celebration of a new beginning, it wishes
prosperity and welcoming the future.
March 21 was officially recognized by the United Nations as the 2010
International Nowruz Day. This year, it is March 20th. It is included in the
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List of Humanity from India.
Shanghai Cooperation Organization - SCO is an intergovernmental international
organization and is a permanent organisation, that is established in 2001. This is a
Eurasian political, economic and military organization that aims to maintain peace,
security and stability in the region.
Before the establishment of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization in 2001,
Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Tajikistan were members of the
Shanghai Five.
After Uzbekistan joined the organization in 2001, the Shanghai Five changed its
name to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.
The SCO currently has eight member states. India and Pakistan became members
in 2017.
The Secretariat of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization is located in Beijing and
is the main permanent executive agency of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.

United Nations Office For Project Services
The United Nations Office of Project Services (UNOPS) has established a
partnership with the Danish government to support India's flagship project, Jal
Jeevan's mission in Uttar Pradesh.
Highlights:
Aim: Provide strategic technical support for Jal Jeevan Mission (Water Project).
UNOPS should focus on establishing a scalable delivery model in the 11 key water
protection areas in Bundelkhand and Vindhya regions in the Uttar Pradesh region.
The aim of Jal Jeevan's mission: to provide every rural household with a fully
functional household tap connection by 2024.
This is in line with the United Nation's Sustainable Development Goal 6.
About United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS):

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 22 - March 28, 2021)

UNOPS is a business unit of the United Nations
It is committed to implementing projects for the United Nations system,
international financial institutions, governments and other partners around the
world.
Headquarters: United Nations City Campus in Copenhagen, Denmark.
Founded in 1973, it is part of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP).
In 1995, it became an independent self-financing organization.

China, Russia Look To Deepen Best Ties
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov is paying an important visit to China.
Highlights:
The visit was conducted shortly after the China-US relations conversations took
place in Alaska. Following the first summit of leaders of the Group of Quad (India,
Australia, Japan and the United States).
He asserted that the relationship between Russia and China is currently the best in
history.
He believes that, unfortunately, the formation of a truly multi-polar democratic
world is hindered by Western countries, especially the United States, because they
seek to continue to dominate the global economy and politics at all costs, and
combine their will and the requirements are imposed on other countries.
In this regard, Russia and China are promoting a constructive and unified agenda,
and hope that the international governance system will be fair and democratic, run
smoothly, and build on the basis of extensive interaction between countries and
their integration initiatives. on.

India Abstained From Voting in UN Human Rights Council - Sri Lanka
India abstained from the vote on Sri Lanka's human rights record at the UN Human
Rights Council (UNHRC). However, after 22 states of the 47 councils voted in
favour, the resolution to promote reconciliation, accountability and human rights in
Sri Lanka was passed.
Highlights:
The resolution empowered the UN head of human rights, Michelle Bachelet, to
collect and preserve evidence of crimes related to the civil war in Sri Lanka, which
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ended in 2009 with the defeat of the Tamil Tigers rebels.
The resolution also argued that the human rights situation under the Rajapaksa
government has deteriorated and that rights defenders and ethnic and religious
minorities are facing problems.
Sri Lanka previously considered the resolution to be "politically motivated", but it
quickly rejected the UN action to collect and preserve the war crimes committed by
the country's armed forces and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam evidence.
Sri Lanka opposes the procedures envisaged in the resolution to prosecute war
criminals through international evidence collection and investigation mechanisms.
The Sri Lanka resolution is the first to use the special electronic voting procedure
established for the 46th session of the UN Commission on Human Rights for
voting, which has actually taken place.
UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC):
The Human Rights Council is an intergovernmental organisation within the United
Nations (UN) system. The mission of the Security Council is to promote "universal
respect for the protection of the human rights of all people and the fundamental
freedoms of all people" and to "resolve human rights violations, including serious
and systematic violations, and make recommendations on this." It is capable of
discussing all the thematic human rights issues and situations that require attention
throughout the year.
The council was established by the United Nations General Assembly(UNGA) in
2006. It replaced the former UN Human Rights Commission The headquarters is in
Geneva, Switzerland. The UNHRC consists of 47 member states. Member states
elected by a majority of the member states of the United Nations General
Assembly(UNGA) through direct and secret ballot. The membership of the Security
Council is based on equitable geographical distribution. The members of the
Security Council have a three-year term, and two consecutive terms are not eligible
for immediate re-election.

Prime Minister's Gratitude Towards United Nations Institute For Training
And Research
The Prime Minister expressed his gratitude to United Nations Institute for Training
and Research (UNITAR).
About UNITAR:
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The United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) provides
individuals, organizations and institutions with innovative learning solutions to
strengthen global decision-making and support actions taken at the national level to
shape a better future.
United Nations Institute for Training and Research was established in 1963 to train
and equip young diplomats from newly independent United Nations member states
to equip them with the knowledge & skills needed to navigate them with diplomatic
environment.
United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) supports
governments in implementing the 2030 Agenda through a strategy that focuses
comprehensively on achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.
Now, it is the leading organization that provides customized and creative learning
solutions to institutions and individuals in the public and private sectors.
United Nations Institute for Training and Research provides training and capacity
building activities, to assist developing countries with special attention to Least
Developed Countries (LDC), Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and other
most vulnerable groups and communities (including those in conflict situations).
UNITAR headquartered in Geneva & Switzerland, with offices in New York and
Hiroshima.
UNITAR is fully funded by voluntary contributions, mainly from UN Member
States, other UN agencies, international and intergovernmental organizations,
foundations, non-governmental organizations and the private sector.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
UNESCO Joins USO India For Water Conservation Programme
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
has joined USO India and Toonz Media Group to develop a water-saving awareness
program for students.
Highlights:
For the water saving plan, the students made an animated video, which will be
unveiled on the occasion of World Water Day on March 22, 2021. -"Water wise
plan" for students. The program is organized in cooperation with the National Clean
Ganges Regiment, Water Digest Magazine, United Schools Organization of India
(India) (USU) and Toonz Media Group.
H2Ooooh! --Water wise plan: The water saving plan was initiated by UNESCO
New Delhi in September 2020. The program was initiated for school children in
India. The program encourages school children aged 6-14 to submit story ideas and
cartoons in response to India's growing water crisis.
The plan is divided into three phases. It aims to increase the creativity of students
and raise their awareness of water conservation and sustainable use. Since the
program was launched, approximately 17,000 students from 43 schools across India
have participated in the program.
The first stage: In the first phase of the mission, the school screened 24 animated
videos in English and Hindi. These videos are made for the different water use
problems of students from I to VIII. These videos were originally developed by
UNESCO Venice. Later, It was translated into Hindi by the UNESCO New Delhi
Office.
Second stage: The second phase will be implemented in December 2020. At this
stage, the school launched a competition to select the best ideas. A total of 2,000
students participated in the qualifiers, of which Toonz Media selected 93 students
for training.

Bihar Day is on 22nd March
March 22 is the day when Bihar was established and is called "Bihar Diwas".
March 22, 2021 is the 109th anniversary of the founding of the country. It was
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celebrated on a large scale for the first time in 2010.
Background:
On October 22, 1764, between the East India Company led by Hector Munro and
the combined forces of Nawab of Bangladesh, Awad Nawab and Mughal King
Shah Alam II The Battle of Buxar was fought. This battle was fought in Buxar and
was a huge victory for the East India Company. This failure caused the Mughals
and Nawabs of Bangladesh to lose control of these territories and the East India
Company under Diwani rights (the right to manage revenue collection and
management). These territories include the current states of West Bengal, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Odisha and Bangladesh.
In 1911, King George V was crowned in Delhi, and the capital of British India was
transferred to Delhi. On March 21, 1912, the new governor of Bangladesh, Thomas
Gibson Carmichael (Thomas Gibson Carmichael) took charge and announced that
starting from the next day (March 22), the presidential palace of Bangladesh would
be divided into four sub-autonomous regions, namely Bangladesh Countries,
Orissa, Bihar and Assam.

National Monsoon Mission - Indian Metrological Department
Forecast regarding Monsoon changes said Indian Metrological Department.
Highlights:
According to the National Monsoon Mission initiative, the Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune, Indian National Centre for Ocean Information
Services (INCOIS), Hyderabad and NOIDA's National Center for Medium-Range
Weather Forecast (NCMRWF) established a state maximum Advanced ocean
coupled atmosphere model:
Improved the forecast of monsoon rain, and the scope is expanded to the seasonal
time range (16 days to one season)
Improved the prediction of temperature, rainfall and extreme weather events in the
short and medium time range (up to 15 days)
IMD issues weather forecasts, severe weather warnings and recommendations at
national, regional and state levels.
Disseminate information about monsoon onset and crop consultation information
to farmers through different media based on print/visual/radio/information
technology, including short message service (SMS) and interactive voice response
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service (IVRS) to promote appropriate Field operations.

Cabinet Approved PMFME Scheme
The Cabinet approved the PMFME (PM Formalization of Micro Food Processing
Enterprises) Scheme in May 2020.
About PM-FME scheme:
The Ministry of Food Processing Industry, in cooperation with the State/UT
government, initiated a all India Centrally Sponsored PM Formalisation of Micro
food processing Enterprises Scheme (PM FME Scheme).
This scheme aims to provide technical, financial, and business support for the
upgrading of existing micro-food processing enterprises.
Objectives:
Increase opportunities for financing
Increase in revenue of the target company
Strengthen compliance with food quality and safety standards
Strengthen the capacity of the support system
Pay special attention to women entrepreneurs and ideal areas
Encourage waste-to-rich activities
Focus on secondary forest products in tribal areas
The transition from an unorganized sector to an organized sector

Union Minister Launched GRAM UJALA Programme
The Union Minister launched the GRAM UJALA project.
About GRAM UJALA Scheme:
The scheme aims to provide LED bulbs in rural areas at a price of Rs 10 each
without any government support or subsidies.
As part of the first phase of the Gram Ujala program launched by Convergence
Energy Services Ltd (CESL), a wholly-owned subsidiary of Energy Efficiency
Services Ltd., approximately 15 million LED bulbs will be sold in rural areas at a
cost of Rs 10.
The first phase will cover Bihar, UP, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and some
villages in western Gujarat.
The bulb has a three-year warranty, and the bulb will be provided to rural
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consumers in case they work with incandescent bulbs.
Consumers can replace up to five bulbs.
Rural households participating in the plan will also install meters in their houses to
illustrate usage.
In addition, the carbon letter of credit documents will be sent to a validator
recognized by the United Nations for inclusion in the Shine Program.
According to the needs of carbon credit purchasers, carbon credits will be prepared
according to the " Shine Program " and can be verified according to the " Voluntary
Carbon Standard ".
Based on preliminary discussions with the market, buyers of carbon credits will
also be sought through an open process.
The security deposit that balances the cost and the LED cost will be compensated
by the carbon credits obtained.
Gram Ujala will not only lay the foundation for our efforts to combat climate
change by improving energy efficiency, but will also bring higher living standards,
financial savings and higher safety.

Raising Day of Central Reserve Police Force
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) celebrated its 82nd Raising Day.
Highlights:
CRPF was promoted as a representative of the royal family in 1939.
In 1950, its name was changed to its current name.
Its main task is to engage in counterinsurgency operations.
It is one of the Central Armed Police Force (CAPF).

National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) Price Regulation
National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) included 81 drugs into Price
Regulation.
NPPA fixed the prices of 81 medicine, including generic antidiabetics, so that
patients can enjoy the benefits due to patent expiration.
Highlights:
The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) was established in 1997 as
an affiliated office of the Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP) of the Ministry of
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Chemicals and Fertilizers.
National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority is an independent regulator of drug
pricing and ensures that drugs are available and access at an affordable price.
Functions and responsibilities:
To implement and enforce the provisions of the Drugs (Price Control) Order
according to the powers granted to it.
Handle all legal matters arising from the decision of the Authority.
Monitor the supply of medicines, identify shortages (if any), and take remedial
measures.
Collect/maintain data on the production, export and import of the market share of a
single company, and the profitability of the company for bulk drugs and
preparations.
Conduct and/or sponsor research related to drug/ pharmaceuticals pricing.
Advise the central government on changes/revisions to drug policies.
Provide assistance to the central government in parliamentary matters related to
drug pricing.
It regularly publishes a list of drugs and their highest prices under the Drug Price
Control Order (DPCO).
Headquartered in New Delhi.

Permanent Indus Commission to Meet in New Delhi
The two countries announced the full resumption of diplomatic relations and
announced that the two countries will hold their first meeting within three years of
the " Permanent Indus Commission" on March 22, 2021. Commission dealing with
water rights in the Indus River.
Highlights:
The Indus Standing Committee established under the 1960 "Indus Waters Treaty"
will meet in New Delhi on March 23 and March 24. The committee deals with
bilateral water issues and they will discuss them during the meeting.
During the meeting, Pakistan raise objections to the technical design of India's
Pakal Dul and Lower Karnai hydroelectric power plants. The talks also represent
the thawing of relations between the two countries. Since the suicide bombing in
Kashmir, India in 2019, relations between the two countries have been frozen.
The suicide bombing was blamed on Pakistani guerrillas. India has decided to
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revoke Kashmir's constitutional autonomy to bring it closer to India, and Pakistan
also opposes this.
However, as the two countries are experiencing the worst economic slowdown
during the 19 pandemic influenza pandemic, the two countries are now making
tentative efforts to reconnect and stabilize their borders.
Standing India Committee: This is a bilateral committee composed of officials
from India and Pakistan. The committee was created to implement and manage
goals. It outlines the agenda of the Indus Waters Treaty.
Indus Water Treaty: This is a water distribution treaty between India and
Pakistan. The treaty is supported by the World Bank. The treaty provides for the
use of available water in the Indus River and its tributaries. On September 19, 1960,
Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and Pakistani President Ayub Khan signed
the treaty in Karachi. The treaty controls the waters of the three eastern rivers,
namely Beas, Ravi and Sutlej.

Committee to Popularise King Anangpal II
The government formed a committee to promote the legacy of Angangpal II, King
of Tomar in the 11th century.
Anangpal II:
Anangpal II belonged to the Tomar dynasty, ruled present-day Delhi and Haryana
between the 8th and 12th centuries. Prithviraj Chauhan, grandson of Anangpal
Tomar II, succeeded him. He was defeated by Ghurid forces in the Battle of Tallinn
(present-day Haryana) and then established the Sultanate of Delhi in 1192. The
Tomar dynasty moved its capital to Dhillikapuri (Delhi) during the reign of
Anangpal II in the 8th century. He gave Delhi his current name and refilled it. He
built Lal Kot fortress and Anangal Baoli.

Jal Shakti Abhiyan - Catch the Rain Campaign
Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Launched the "Catch a Rain" campaign on the occasion of
"World Water Day" (March 22).
Highlights:
The campaign will be carried out in rural and urban areas across the country, with
the theme catch the rain, where it falls, when it falls.
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It will be implemented from March 22, 2021 to November 30, 2021 (the country's
pre-monsoon and monsoon period).
Jal Shakti Abhiyan will be launched as Jan Andolan, bringing water conservation
to the grassroots through people's participation.
Aims to promote all stakeholders to create rainwater collection structures suitable
for climatic conditions and underground soil strata to ensure proper storage of
rainwater.

Target of Ayushman Bharat
The goal of putting 70,000 Ayushman Bharat-Health and Wellness Center (HWC)
into operation was achieved ahead of schedule.
Highlights:
Ayushman Bharat-Health and Wellness Center (AB-HWC) was launched in April
2018.
By December 2022, the goal of 150,000 sub-health centers and primary health
centers in urban and rural areas is to transform into AB-HWC and provide
comprehensive primary health care, including prevention and health promotion at
the community level, and continue development of Health care is universal free,
and close to the community in rural and urban areas, while also focusing on health.
The planned goal of putting 70,000 Ayushman Bharat-Health and Wellness Center
(AB-HWC) into operation by March 31, 2021 was achieved ahead of schedule.
This is an important milestone in achieving Universal Primary Healthcare.

NITI Aayog Sustainable Vision for Great Nicobar Island
Over 150 square kilometers. (18%) of the land has been used for the first phase of
the holistic and sustainable vision of Greater Nicobar Island piloted by NITI
Aayog. The island is the southernmost island in the Andaman and Nicobar Group
Highlights:
It will cover nearly a quarter of its coastline.
The complete plan envisages the use of primary forests and coastal systems as the
main components.
The projects to be implemented include the airport complex, the South Bay
Transshipment Port (TSP), a large-scale rapid transportation system parallel to the

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 22 - March 28, 2021)

coast, a free trade zone, and a storage complex on the southwest coast.
Nodal agency: Andaman and Nicobar Islands Integrated Development Corporation
(ANIIDCO)
In January 2021, the Standing Committee of the National Board for Wildlife
(NBWL) named the entire Galathea Bay Wildlife Sanctuary to allow the port to
enter the area.

The Insurance Amendment Bill passed on Rajya Sabha
Rajya Sabha passed the 2021 Insurance Amendment Bill. This bill amends the
Insurance Act of 1938. Increase the maximum foreign investment allowed by
insurance companies from 49% to 74%.
Highlights:
The Act provides a framework for the operation of insurance business and
regulates the relationship between the insurer, its policyholders, its shareholders
and the regulator (India Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority).
The Act allows foreign investors to hold up to 49% of the capital in an Indian
insurance company, which must be owned and controlled by an Indian entity.
The bill also removes restrictions on control and ownership.
Foreign investment may be subject to additional conditions set by the central
government.
The Act requires insurance companies to make a minimum investment in assets,
which is sufficient to liquidate their insurance claims liabilities.
If the insurer is incorporated or registered outside India, such assets must be held
in India in trust and owned by a trustee who must be a resident of India.

Gayatri Mantra and Pranayama Can Aid in Preventing Covid
The Dept of Science and Technology (DST) has funded a clinical trial at the All
India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in Rishikesh to determine whether to
recite the religious praise of Gayatri Mantra and perform Pranayama yoga practice.
Help some patients improve the quality of rehabilitation and cure COVID-19 faster.
Highlights:
Pranayama is the method of breathing control in yoga. In modern yoga that is
exercise, it includes synchronizing the movement between breathing and asanas,
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but it is also a unique breathing exercise, usually performed after asanas.
Yoga is a collection of physical, mental and spiritual practices or disciplines that
originated in ancient India. The World Health Organization mentioned in its
"2018-2030 Global Physical Exercise Action Plan" that yoga is a means to improve
health: more people are active in a healthier world. The United Nations declares
June 21 as International Yoga Day.
Yoga is mentioned in Rigveda and also in Upanishads, although it is likely to be a
systematic study in the ascetics and ramaa movement in ancient India around the
5th and 6th centuries BC And developed
The science of yoga originated 1000 years ago, long before the first religions or
belief systems were born. In yoga knowledge, Shiva is regarded as the first yogi or
Adiyogi, and the first guru or Adi guru.
Gayatri Mantra was 1st recorded on Rig Veda and was written in Sanskrit about
2500 to 3500 years ago. The Gayatri Mantra contains 24 syllables, which are
organized in 8-syllable triples.
The Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga and Natural Therapy, Unani, Siddha and
Homeopathy (AYUSH) have included "Yama", "Niyama", "Asanas", etc. in their
"Ordinary Yoga" The most popular yoga "sadhanas" in the agreement.
Yoga is also part of Fit India Movement. The Beauty and Health Industry Skills
Committee (B&WSSC) has opened a yoga professional course for the CBSE
school.

The Government Decided To Increase The Interval Between Covishield Doses
The government has decided to extend the interval between the first and second
dose of Covishield to 8 weeks in the ongoing vaccination campaign against
Covid-19.
Highlights:
Covishield is AZD1222 produced by the Serum Institute of India, which is a
vaccine developed by AstraZeneca in cooperation with Oxford University.
Some data from the AZD122 global trial show that extending the duration between
two doses to 12 weeks can greatly improve its efficacy.
The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare made a decision based on the
recommendations of two expert groups-the National Technical Advisory Group on
Immunization (NTAGI) and the National Expert Group on Vaccine Administration

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 22 - March 28, 2021)

for Covid-19 (NEGVAC).
After studying the available scientific evidence for vaccine clinical trials, the team
concluded that if the second dose of vaccine is injected within 6 to 8 weeks, the
protection against Covid-19 will be "enhanced."

Climate Finance Urged Ministry Of Finance
The Minister of Finance of India urges advanced economies to expand their
commitments to climate finance and technology transfer, which is essential to
achieving climate-related commitments and goals. The Minister delivered a speech
at the International Conference on Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (ICDRI).
Highlights:
Local, national or transnational financing-drawn from private, public and
alternative financing sources referred by Climate financing.
The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Kyoto
Protocol and the Paris Agreement call on countries with more financial resources to
provide financial assistance to countries with weaker and more vulnerable financial
resources.
It conforms to the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and
respective capabilities.
Climate financing is essential to solve the problems caused by climate change and
to achieve the goal of limiting the increase in the average temperature of the earth
to below 2 degrees Celsius below the pre-industrial level, as predicted by the 2018
IPCC report.

Delhi Administration As The Tail Wagging The Dog
The Delhi National Capital Territory Government (Amendment) Bill, 2021.
Highlights:
After the Constitution comes into force, there are four states, called Parts A, B, C,
and D. The last two states are managed by the Chief Commissioners and Lieutenant
Governors appointed by the central government. There is no local elected assembly
to provide assistance and Consult them. Delhi was originally part C state.
In 1951, the Legislative Assembly was created with an elected chief minister.
In 1956, under the States Reorganization Act, Delhi became a Union Territory and
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was administered by the Administrator appointed by the President. The Delhi
Legislative Assembly and Council were abolished.
The Delhi Administration Act of 1966 provides for a limited representative
government in Delhi through the Metropolitan Council composed of mainly elected
members.
In 1987, the Balakrishnan Committee was established to make recommendations
on the status to be granted to Delhi. In 1989, the committee recommended that
Delhi continue to be a Union Territory, but there must be a Legislative Assembly
and a Council of Ministers accountable to the parliament with appropriate powers.
According to this report, the 1991 Constitution (69th Amendment) Act and the
Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (GNCT) Act were passed.
Since 1991, parties other than the ruling party in the center of Delhi have won
elections to the Delhi Parliament in many cases. As a result, the government of
Delhi and the Uniongovernment diverged on many issues. The ensuing struggle has
led to constitutional issues, and a lawsuit is being filed with the Supreme Court
regarding Delhi's special government structure.

Andhra To Launch 1st Govt Run Animal Ambulance Network of India
The state government of Andhra Pradesh has decided to establish "the first
government-operated ambulance network in India" for animals. This decision was
made to further promote the state's livestock and veterinary departments.
Highlights:
The Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, YS Jagan Mohan Reddy, made this
ambulance network one of its main tasks to help rescue animals in trouble and
provide them with proper animal care. Instruct the animal husbandry department to
establish a mobile ambulance veterinary clinic in each assembly constituency.
A total of 175 mobile ambulance (veterinary) clinics will be selected as assembly
constituencies among 108 service departments to provide veterinary services at the
door. These mobile ambulances should provide veterinary emergency services as
well as on-site diagnosis and emergency handling.
One of the main facilities is the hydraulic lift facility that can lift animals and
transfer them to the nearest government veterinary facility in an emergency. Each
ambulance will be assigned a veterinarian and a deputy veterinarian. Ambulances
will have a 24/7 toll-free call center.
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The Ministry of Animal Husbandry informed CM that approximately 1,576
veterinary pharmacies have been established throughout the state and
approximately 1,376 veterinary doctors have been recruited. The Chief Minister
said that more veterinarians need better functions and better treatment.

Cabinet Apprised National Health Mission
The Cabinet was informed of the progress of the National Health Mission (NHM)
for 2019-20.
Highlights:
The new initiatives introduced by NHM in 2019-20 are:
SAANS Initiative: The Social Awareness and Action for Neutralize Pneumonia
Successfully (SAANS) initiative was launched to accelerate the action to reduce the
number of deaths from childhood pneumonia.
SUMAN Initiative: The Surakshit Matritva Aashwasan (SUMAN) initiative was
launched with the goal of providing guaranteed, dignified, respectable and highquality medical care for free, with zero tolerance for denial of service; all existing
schemes for maternal and newborn care are all in one package.
Midwifery Services Initiative: The need of this is to create a cadre of Nurse
Practitioners in Midwifery who are skilled, knowledgeable and able to provide
compassionate women-centered, reproductive, maternal and newborn health care
services prescribed by the International Federation of Midwives (ICM).
School Health and Wellness Ambassadors Initiative: This program was initiated in
cooperation with the Ministry of Education under the AB-HWCs program, and
aims to promote health and well-being through active lives among school children.

NAFED e-Kisan Mandis Trading Platform
Mandi has physical and virtual infrastructure and is based on spokes and hub
models.
About NAFED e-Kisan Mandis:
NAFED e-Kisan mandis (NeKM) is an electronic trading platform that works with
local Farmer Producer Organisations (FPCx and cooperatives) to have physical
infrastructure at each proposed location to integrate with a National Level Digital
Marketing Platform.
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Mandi has physical and virtual infrastructure and is based on spokes and hub
models.
The physical infrastructure will include a digital platform with auction facilities,
packaging plants (including sorting and grading, packaging and pre-cooling
facilities), warehouses and cold storage.
FPO will receive financial support through subsidies provided by the Agricultural
Infrastructure Fund (AIF) and various Central government and State government
schemes.
Mandis is made at the door of the farm, bringing buyers to the hands of farmers.

N V Ramana Recommended as Chief Justice of India
The current Chief Justice of India (Judge of the Supreme Court) recommends
Supreme Court Supreme Judge Ramana (N.V. Ramana) as the next (48th) Supreme
Judge.
Highlights:
The judges of the Supreme Court of India and the Supreme Court of India are
appointed by the President in accordance with Article 124(2) of the Constitution.
As far as CJI is concerned, the outgoing Chief Justice of India(CJI) recommends
his successor.
The Union Minister of Law forwards the recommendations to the Prime Minister,
who in turn provides recommendations to the President. The Supreme Court ruled
in the "Second Judge Case" (1993) that only the Supreme Court of the Supreme
Court should be appointed to the position of CJI.
The collegiate panel of the Supreme Court is led by the Chief Justice of India and
is composed of four other senior judges of the Supreme Court. The collegiate panel
system is a system of appointment and transfer of judges developed through the
Supreme Court's judgments (judge cases) rather than through the parliamentary law
or the provisions of the Constitution.
In 2019, the Standards Committee ruled that the Office of the Chief Justice of
India (CJI) falls under the jurisdiction of the Right to Know (RTI) Act of 2005.

Shigmotsav of Goa was Limited due to Covid
Due to the increase in Covid-19 cases in the state, the Goa government has
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restricted the Shigmotsav (Shigmo festival) parade to three locations (Panaji, Ponda
and Mapusa).
Highlights:
Shigmo is a celebration for the Goa tribe community to celebrate the "rich rice,
golden harvest". Agricultural communities including Kunbis, Gawdas and Velips
are celebrating this festival, which also marks the arrival of spring.
Dhakto Shigmo is observed by the rural population, farmers and working class.
Vhadlo Shigmo has greater importance and is praised by everyone.
The Shigmo celebration lasts for two weeks in the months of the Phalgun-Chaitra
month of the Hindu calendar, which corresponds to March to April each year.
The Shigmo street parade serves as the focal point. It is held every year in the state
capital Panjim and other major cities such as Maggio, Mapusa, Vasco and Ponda.
Other Names:

Information About Champion Services Sector (CSS) Scheme
The Minister of State for Commerce and Industry provided information on the
Champion Services (CSS) scheme in Lok Sabha's written response.
About the CSS Scheme:
This is the overall scheme for 2019-20 to 2023-24.
This is the central sector scheme of the Department of Commerce.
The aim of the scheme are:
Unleash the full potential of the service industry and achieve its sustained growth.
Extensive service industry diversification.
Enhance the global competitiveness of India's service industry and position India
as the world's service center.
The state goals of the scheme are:
Resolve sectoral and cross-cutting issues, including domestic regulatory reforms.
"New" initiatives include new processes, new infrastructure, new thinking, new
departments and new standards to prevent India's service industry from losing its
competitive advantage in the global market.
Increase the gross value added contributed by the domestic service industry.
Promote India's exports in a wide range of service areas.
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Skills training and job creation.
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology has initiated the
following projects in accordance with the CSS scheme:
Future Skills PRIME: This is a plan to retrain IT manpower to improve its
employability.
Next Generation Incubation Scheme: It aims to create a vibrant software product
ecosystem to complement the powerful IT industry.

Safe City Project Under Nirbhaya Fund Scheme
The Ministry of the Home Affairs approved the "Safe City" project in 8 cities under
the Nirbhaya Fund scheme.
Highlights:
The eight cities are Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad, Kolkata,
Lucknow and Mumbai.
These projects involve identifying hot spots for crimes against women and
deploying various components through awareness-raising programs, including
infrastructure, technology adoption, and community capacity building.
The status of project implementation is regularly reviewed by the State Apex
Committee.

Development Of Iconic Tourist Destinations Scheme
In order to promote India as a destination for Meetings, Incentives, Conferences
and Exhibitions (MICE), the Ministry of Tourism, in cooperation with Madhya
Pradesh Tourism Authority and India Convention Promotion Bureau, organized the
"Meetings, Incentives, Conferences and Exhibitions(MICE) Roadshow-Meeting in
India" Khajuraho in Madhya Pradesh. Khajuraho is one of the country's iconic
tourist attractions.
About Development of Iconic Tourist Destinations Scheme:
This is a central sector scheme that aims to adopt a holistic approach to develop 19
iconic destinations identified in the country.
The tourist attractions identified as landmark destinations under the scheme are:
Taj Mahal & Fatehpur Sikri (Uttar Pradesh)
Ajanta Caves & Ellora Caves (Maharashtra)
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Humayun's Tomb, Red Fort & Qutub Minar (Delhi)
Colva Beach (Goa)
Amer Fort (Rajasthan)
Somnath , Dholavira & Statue of Unity (Gujarat)
Khajuraho (MP)
Hampi (Karnataka)
Mahabalipuram (Tamil Nadu)
Kaziranga (Assam)
Kumarakom (Kerala)
Konark (Odisha)
Mahabodhi Temple (Bihar)
The purpose of the scheme is to promote the influx of tourism in India and become
a model for other tourist destinations.
The focus of the government is to promote the overall development of these sites
from the perspective of tourism. It includes basic amenities, such as a large number
of water and toilet facilities, as well as the development of infrastructures, such as
roads, hotels, lodges, connectivity and passages.
The nodal agency of the scheme is the Ministry of Tourism, and other departments
(such as civil aviation, railways, etc.) are also involved.
In order to maintain international standards, the places in and around the
monuments will have global accessibility, sustainable and green technology, and an
integral part of improving the safety of tourists.

National Creche Scheme For Working Mothers
At present, in order to prevent the spread of Covid-19, the Creches under the
National Creche Scheme for the Children of Working Mothers are currently not
functioning in the country.
Highlights:
The National Creche Scheme (formerly known as the Rajiv Gandhi National
Creche Scheme) is being implemented through the States/UTs as a centrally
sponsored scheme to provide daycare facilities to children of working mothers (age
group 6 months to 6 years).
The main goal of the National Creche Scheme are as follows:
Day care facilities, including sleeping facilities
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Early stimulation for children under 3 years of age and preschool education for
children from 3 to 6 years old.
Nutrition supplement (locally sourced)
Growth monitoring
Health check-ups and immunization

AYUSH Ministry Sets Up A Team To Explore The Potential Of Yoga
The AYUSH Ministry has established an interdisciplinary expert group to explore
the potential of yoga as a tool to increase people's productivity.
Highlights:
The high-level interdisciplinary committee established by the AYUSH Ministry of
the Government of India will discuss the aspects of yoga that increase productivity.
The committee was established through a video conference on March 24, 2021.
The committee is chaired by Dr. H. R Nagendra, President of SVYASA. Its
members include representatives of AIIMS New Delhi, IIT Mumbai, IIM
Bangalore, several leading yoga institutions, corporate departments and AYUSH
ministry.
Although the benefits of yoga have been widely accepted by its practitioners, its
productivity aspect, that is, its role in providing employees with better performance
in the workplace, has largely been untapped.
As employers are struggling to cope with this situation and strive to improve the
health of the workplace, this aspect has become particularly important given the
increasing physical and psychological stress on employees due to the current
pandemic.
High-level interdisciplinary committee committee is expected to submit its
preliminary recommendations by May 2021.

Green Zone Sites Approved For Drone Operations
34 Green Zone sites were approved for No-Permission-No-Take off' (NPNT)
-compatible drone operations.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Civil Aviation has approved the licensing of drone operations for
No-Permission-No-Take off' (NPNT) in another 34 green areas to facilitate,
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simplify and promote drone operations in the country.
The approved location allows drones to be used up to 400 feet Above Ground
Level (AGL).
These areas are in addition to the 26 green zone sites approved in February 2021
and the 6 green zone sites approved in April 2020.
NPNT Compliance:
According to the regulations of the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
NPNT or No Permission No Take-off'" compliance enables all remotely piloted
aircraft (except Nano) to obtain a valid permit through the Digital Sky platform
before operating in India.
This further allows the drone to be unable to operate until the necessary approvals.
When flying in these approved "green zones", you can know the time and location
of the flight just through the Digital Sky portal or app.
The framework requires users to register on an online portal, which is a national
unmanned traffic management system for remotely piloting aircraft.
The flight of drones in green zones sites should meet the applicable conditions of
the 2021 Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Rules.

Auctions For Commercial Coal Mining
India launched the second batch of commercial coal mining auctions.
Highlights:
Second batch of auctions was launched by India for commercial coal mines,
offering 67 coal mines for sale.
Since the start of the auction system in 2014, this is the largest number of mines
offered in a specific tranche auction.
Of the 67 mines provided by the Ministry of Coal, 23 are stipulated in the CM (SP)
Act and 44 are stipulated in the MMDR Act.
The coal mines provided include mix of mines with small reserves and large
reserves, coking and non-coking mines, and distribution in six states (Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh) fully and
partially explored coal mines.

Launch Of Central Scrutiny Centre
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The Minister of Finance launched the Central Scrutiny Centre (CSC) to review user
files.
About the Central Scrutiny Centre:
CSC is a program of the Corporate Affairs Ministry that aims to check user records
through a direct process.
The purpose of launching CSC is to ensure that data quality is not affected and is
free of defects.
CSC will first carefully check the documents submitted by users in the straightthrough process, identify data quality problems and irregularities, and communicate
them with the relevant company registry so that corrective measures can be taken to
restore the authenticity and correctness of the data, and can be seamlessly shared
with other regulatory agencies if necessary.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
India and France - 3rd Joint Space Mission
The bilateral space cooperation between India and France entered multiple areas,
even in the human space program, India and France are also carrying out the "third
joint satellite mission."
Highlights:
Several French companies are interested in taking advantage of the opportunities
provided by the government's recent reforms in the space sector. France is also
India's largest partner in space.
ISRO emphasized that ISRO and the French Space Agency's National Space
Research Center (CNES) have completed two joint missions, the "Meg-Tropec"
launched in 2011 and the "SARAL-Altika" launched in 2013.
The officials also emphasized that ISRO and CNES have completed a feasibility
study to realize the mission of earth observation satellites with the help of an
infrared camera called the High Resolution Natural Resources Assessment Thermal
Infrared Imaging Satellite (TRISHNA).
Now, both agencies are finalizing an implementation arrangement for joint
development. India is cooperating with France to carry out joint experiments and
research on scientific instruments related to space missions. The two agencies also
completed all interface control documents to adapt to the CNES "ARGOS"
instrument in ISRO's OCEANSAT-3 satellite.
ARGOS is a satellite-based system that does works like collecting, processing and
distributing environmental data from fixed and mobile platforms around the world.
It also helps satellites collect data. This makes Argos even more useful when using
the Doppler effect to geolocate data sources from any location on the earth. It was
established in 1978. ARGOS provides data for environmental research and
community protection.
The ISRO spacecraft Oceansat-3 is being developed to provide continuity of
services to operating users of Ocean Color Monitor data from Oceansat 2. It also
seeks to enhance its application potential in other areas. It is a global mission that
has configured to cover the global ocean and provide continuity of ocean color data.
The mission is to provide continuity of ocean color data and make improvements to
enhance business services, such as potential fishing areas and primary productivity.
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NewSpace India Limited to Operate Space Assets of ISRO
As part of the space reform process, India New Space India Limited will own and
operate ISRO's capital-intensive space assets.
Highlights:
NewSpace India Limited is in discussions with the Ministry of Space to obtain the
ownership of two new communications satellites for commercial purposes.
The transponders on the satellites will be leased to private companies with DTH
and broadband services.
NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) is a public sector enterprise (PSE) of the
Government of India. It is the commercial arm of the Indian Space Research
Organization (ISRO) and a subsidiary of the Ministry of Science.
NewSpace India Limited Founded in: 2019. Administrative control of NSIL is
Department of Space (DoS) and the 2013 Companies Act.
Goal of NSIL Expand industry participation in the Indian space program.
Headquarters of NSIL is Bangalore.

Key Facts of NDHM Sandbox Environment
The central government has planned to evaluate the results of the first phase of the
National Digital Health Mission (NDHM) to expand the project, which had
previously spent 118.2 million rupees. Under this task, the "NDHM sandbox
environment" was also established to promote innovation and build trust.
Highlights:
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the National Digital Health
Mission (NDHM) in August 2020. Since then, the mission has been in Chandigarh,
Dammam and Diu, Ladakh, Dadra and Initiated by Nagar Haveri's joint territory,
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Puducherry and Lakshadweep.
The Ministry of Health of the Union is taking care of the execution of tasks in the
six Union territories. As of March 15, 2021, the central government has issued
9,97095 health IDs in accordance with the plan.
The health ID issued under the task allows people to track the patient's health and
share data with verified doctors or healthcare providers after informed consent. It
also provides a voluntary opt-out option, where users can delete their data at any
time.
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The government has also developed the "NDHM Sandbox Environment" to
promote innovation, participation and build trust. The sandbox environment has
been developed as a closed ecosystem. The system allows the technology or
product to be tested in a closed environment according to the NDHM standard. The
test helps public and private organizations wishing to become part of the NDHM
ecosystem to become health information providers or health information users.
NDHM is an agency of the Indian government that aims to provide citizens with
medical identification documents. This identification document will help people
use Ayushman Bharat Yojana. The plan is also aligned with plans such as the
Aadhaar Identification Plan and Ayushman Bharat Yojana Healthcare Plan to
provide medical services to people. The health ID is retained by the user as an
account in the mobile application. The Prime Minister announced this mission on
Independence Day 2020.

Helium of India Import to Get Affected
The United States will stop the export of helium from 2021. Therefore, India's
industry will suffer significant losses due to India's imports of helium
Highlights:
Helium is a colorless, odorless, tasteless, inert and rare gas.
Application: Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) scans in rockets and nuclear
reactors.
Dutch physicist Kamerlingh Onnes liquefies helium by cooling it to -270 degrees
Celsius.
The Rajmahal volcanic basin in the Indian state of Jharkhand is a warehouse of
helium trapped for billions of years.
Currently, India is conducting extensive mapping of the Rajamahal Basin for
future exploration and utilization of helium.

First Robot Citizen of India Humanoid Sophia
Digital works made by robotic artist Sophia (the world's first robotic citizen) have
been auctioned.
Highlights:
A humanoid robot refers to a robot whose body shape is similar to a human body.
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The design of the robot is meant for functional purposes, which includes interacting
with human tools and the environment, for experimental purposes, (the study of
biped movement), or for other purposes.
Sophia is regarded as the first robot citizen in the world. Sophia is a realistic
humanoid robot that can display humane facial expressions and interact with
people.
In 2017, Sophia became a citizen of Saudi Arabia, the first robot to obtain
citizenship of any country.
Sophia was appointed as the first innovation champion of the United Nations
Development Programme and the first non-human being awarded the title of the
United Nations.
India: In 2020, the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) launched the first
half-human astronaut named Vyom Mitra, who will fly in space during the first test
flight of the human space mission Gaganyaan. Vyommitra is a space half-humanoid
robot that looks like a woman. Her body rested on the torso, without legs. She can
perform switchboard operations, ECLSS (Environmental Control and Life Support
System) functions, talk to peers, talk to astronauts, identify astronauts and answer
their questions. She will simulate the functions of the human body that a real
astronaut needs in space before taking off.

Buldhana Pattern For Water Conservation
Minister of Jal Shakti informed Rajya Sabha of the Buldhana Pattern for water
conservation.
Highlights:
NITI Aayog has developed draft guidelines to integrate guidelines for the
following activities: (i) Procurement of land to improve/construct national
highways, state roads, and railways, and (ii) Water source protection projects
through silt/deep water bodies.
These two activities have been successfully implemented as a pilot project in the
Buldhana district (Maharashtra).

Russia Launched 38 Satellites Successfully
Russia has successfully put 38 satellites from 18 countries into orbit from the
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Baikonur Astronomical Museum in Kazakhstan.
Highlights:
The Russian space agency Roscosmos released a video showing its Soyuz rocket
launched under a gray and cloudy sky. The rocket successfully put satellites of
countries including Japan, South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Canada, Italy, Germany and
Brazil into orbit.
The launcher also launched the Challenge 1 Satellite, the first satellite fully
manufactured in Tunisia manufactured by the Telnet Telecom Group.
Soyuz 2.1a is a launch vehicle composed of Fregat superiors. The 2.1a version of
the Soyuz satellite includes a conversion from analog to digital flight control
system and an upgraded engine on the booster. This new type of digital flight
control and telemetry system rocket is launched from a fixed platform rather than
an angled launch platform.
The Soyuz is a series of Soviet expendable launch systems developed by OKB-1. It
was manufactured by the Progress Rocket Space Center in Samar located in Russia.
This is the most commonly used launch vehicle(LV) in the world. These vehicles
are used as launchers for the Soyuz manned spacecraft under the Soyuz program.
In view of the fact that the Russian space sector has been lagging behind since the
collapse of the Soviet Union, it is of great significance for Russia to launch 38
satellites at a time. It also lags behind international competitors due to corruption
scandals and technological stagnation. In 2018, Russia launched a Soyuz rocket
carrying Russian astronauts and NASA astronauts. However, the mission failed
during the flight, and the crew had to make an emergency landing.

Department OF Biotechnology - National Biopharma Mission
The Department of Biotechnology (DBT) has initiated the National
Biopharmaceutical Mission approved by the Cabinet, with the aim of strengthening
emerging biotech companies across India. Industry-Academia Collaborative
Mission for Accelerating Discovery Research to Early Development for
Biopharmaceuticals Innovate in India (I3) Empowering biotech entrepreneurs &
accelerating inclusive innovation is name of the mission.
About National Biopharma Mission:
A National Biopharma mission was initiated to support small and medium-sized
enterprises so that they can overcome the risks associated with the early stages of
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product development. It promotes entrepreneurship by supporting enhanced
interconnections between industry and academia. It also provides guidance and
training for academia, innovators and entrepreneurs. The delegation further
promoted the domestic manufacturing industry through shared national facilities
(such as GLP analysis facilities, cell line databases and the establishment of clinical
trial networks).
Objectives of the mission:
Develop products from potential customers who are in the advanced stage of the
product development life cycle.
Strengthen and establish a shared infrastructure to verify and manufacture
products.
Develop human capital by providing specialized training to address the "key skills
gap" between researchers and nascent biotech companies.
Create and strengthen technology transfer and intellectual property management
capabilities in the public and private sectors.
Targets of the Mission:
Develop 5 kinds of biopharmaceutical products, such as biotherapeutics, vaccines,
medical equipment and diagnostics.
Establish shared infrastructure and facilities, such as GLP verification and
reference laboratories.
Medical technology verification facility.
Translation and interdisciplinary research, process development and cell line
development.
Establish and establish technology transfer offices in the public and private sectors.
To teach the development of technical and non-technical skills.

Norway to construct First Ship Tunnel of the World
The first ship tunnel of the world will be built in Norway. The construction of the
project will start in 2022 and be completed in 2025-2026.
Highlights:
Norway plans to build a ship tunnel under the mountains of Norway's Stadhavet
peninsula. The tunnel is 37 meters high, 1,700 meters long and 26.5 meters wide.
The total expenditure for the construction of the Cross-Harbour Tunnel is 315
million yuan.
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The tunnel will pass through the narrowest point of the Stadhavet Peninsula.
Conventional blasting will be used to construct tunnels. It will also use
underground drilling rigs and pallet drilling rigs.
The tunnel was first listed in the National Transportation Plan in 2013. The
Ministry of Transport and Communications of Norway approved preparations
starting in March 2021.
The ship tunnel project aims to help ships traverse the rough and steep Stadhavet
Sea in northwestern Norway.
Currently, the ship has to wait a few days in order to improve the severe weather
and tidal conditions in the Stadhavet Sea before passing through the area.
The Stadlandet peninsula is located in the Stad city in the northwestern part of the
Nordfjord district of Norway. It is considered to be the dividing point between the
Norwegian Sea and the North Sea. It is a 500-meter high plateau consisting of a
645-meter tall Tarvaldsegga peak. It jumped into the sea on a 497-meter cliff in
Kjerringa.
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ENVIRONMENT
Ranthambore Tiger Sanctuary Rajasthan
The Ranthambore Tiger Sanctuary (Rajasthan) is missing six tigers.
Highlights:
The Ranthambore Tiger Reserve is located in the Karauli and Sawai Madhopur
regions in eastern Rajasthan, at the junction of the Aravali and Vindhya mountains.
It includes Ranthambore National Park and Sawai Mansingh and Kailadevi
Reserves.
It is said that the Ranthambore fort of forest origin has a long history of more than
1,000 years. It is strategically located on the top of a 700-foot-high mountain in the
park. It is believed to have been built by the ruler of Chauhan in 944 AD.
This isolated area with tigers represents the northwestern border of the Bengal tiger
range and is an outstanding example of Project Tiger's conservation work in the
country.
According to the census results released in July 2020, there are 2,967 tigers in
India, an increase of one-third from 2014. According to this survey, there are 55
tigers in Ranthambore.
Other Protected Areas in Rajasthan:
Alwar Sariska National Park
Jaisalmer Desert National Park,
Bharatpur Keoladeo National Park
Udaipur Sajjangarh wildlife sanctuary
National Chambal Sanctuary (three nodes in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh)

Water Crisis in Himachal Pradesh
The State Water Minister of the Himachal Pradesh has repeatedly warned the
legislative assembly that the state may face severe water shortages
Highlights:
Insufficient rain and snow: This winter, there is less snow and rain in Himachal
Pradesh. After winter, the melted water from glaciers and snow will regularly
supply groundwater and other downhill water sources (such as springs, wells,
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rivers, etc.). However, due to insufficient snowfall, water sources have begun to dry
up this year.
69% less than normal precipitation: According to the Indian Meteorological
Department, the state received only 59 mm of precipitation this winter (January 1 to
February 28), 69% less than normal.
Increasing demand: In the past few decades, due to the population growth of the
state, the demand for water has been increasing. People now rely more on tap water
supply schemes than traditional water sources such as spring water and bawries
water.
Climate change: Rainfall patterns have also become unstable. During dry periods,
water sources in certain areas are rapidly depleted, especially in Shiwalik hilly
areas where soil water holding capacity is low

Exotic Species Found in the Lake
Alligators gar and red-eared water turtles were found in Lake Neknampur.
Alligators are naturally predatory and can wipe out the biodiversity of the entire
lake. Red-eared water turtles are aggressive in nature and will kill other water
turtles, such as water turtles and skin turtles.
Highlights:
There is no control over which fish are taken from the outside and where they are
left. They are the opposite of native species.
They are plant and animal species introduced from other countries, and those that
cannot be found elsewhere are called alien species. These introduced or alien
species may have adverse effects on the ecosystem.
Alligator finches naturally exist in the fresh waters of North America. It can grow
up to 10 feet. They were brought to India to be sold as aquarium species. Although
they look fierce, they do not pose a threat to humans, nor do they attack humans.
Adult alligators mainly prey on fish, but they are opportunistic breeders and also
eat blue crabs, small tortoises, waterfowl or other birds and small mammals.
Neknampur Lake is a lake located in Telangana Hyderabad. It is often in the news
due to pollution, and it is one of the famous lakes focusing on restoring biodiversity
and aquatic health. It is also famous for its floating water treatment.

Poching Of Greater One-Horned Rhino Claim Of Assam Political Parties
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In the Assam parliamentary elections, different political parties claimed to have
greatly reduced the poaching of Greater One-Horned Rhino. According to the
Assam Forest Department, poaching activities have been reduced by 86% in the
past three years.
Highlights:
The Greater One-Horned Rhino is one of five different kinds of rhinos. The other
four rhinos are: black rhino, white rhino, Javan rhino and Sumatran rhino
There are three types of rhinos in Asia: Greater one-horned (Rhinoceros unicornis),
Javan and Sumatran.
Only Great One-Horned Rhino are found in India.
Also known as the Indian rhinoceros, it is the largest rhino species.
Identified by a black horn and gray-brown hide with skin folds.
Rhinoceros mainly eat grass, and their diet consists of entirely grass, leaves,
branches of shrubs and trees, fruits and aquatic plants.
Habitat - Indo-Nepal Terai and northern West Bengal and Assam.
In India, rhinos are mainly distributed in Assam, West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh.
Assam has an estimated 2,640 rhinos in four protected areas, namely Pabitora
Wildlife Sanctuary, Rajiv Gandhi Orang National Park, Kaziranga National Park
and Manas National Park.
IUCN Red List: Vulnerable.
The Wildlife Protection Act of 1972: Schedule I.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Highlights of Gandhi Peace Prize
The Ministry of Culture stated that the Indian government has awarded
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to the Gandhi Peace Prize 2020. The 2019
Peace Prize was awarded to the late Sultan Qaboos bin Said Al-Said His of Oman.
Highlights:
The Peace Prize was awarded before the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
(Narendra Modi) planned to visit Dhaka on March 26, 2021. He will participate in
the celebration of the 100th birthday of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
(Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman). He was the first president and later
became the prime minister of Bangladesh. He is called the "father of the nation" or
"Mujib". He was assassinated on August 15, 1975. Sultan Qaboos, the winner of
the Gandhi Peace Prize in 2019, is the longest-serving leader in the modern Arab
world. He died in January 2020. The last two years of this year (i.e. 2019 and 2020)
won the Peace Prize. In 2018, it was announced for the past four years.
The Gandhi Peace Prize is the International Holy Land Peace Prize, named after
Mahatma Gandhi. The award is awarded by the Government of India. It was
expressed as a tribute to Gandhi's ideals. The award was established in 1995 on the
occasion of the 125th anniversary of Mohandas Gandhi. This annual award is given
to individuals and institutions to recognize their contributions to political, social
and economic transformation through non-violence and other Gandhian ideals. It
consists of ten million rupees in cash, a plaque and a citation. The award is open to
everyone, regardless of race, nationality, gender or beliefs.

National Award For the Year Was Announced
The 2021 winners of the 67th National Film Awards of the United States were
announced on March 22, 2021. Due to the covid-19 pandemic, the award ceremony
was postponed for a year.
Highlights:
The National Film Awards ceremony will be on May 3 every year. However, the
award ceremony was not held in 2020. The winners were announced in a press
conference at the National Media Center located in New Delhi on 22nd March.
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In 2021, there are 461 movies in the feature film category and 220 movies in the
non-feature film category. Entries came from the 13 states that most liked movies.
The National Film Awards recognize outstanding achievements in the film
industry. The ceremony is held once a year. In 2019, the 66th National Film
Awards was organized. In the 66th edition, the film "Uri: The Surgical Strike" won
four awards.
The winners (67th National Film Awards) are listed below:
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SPORTS
Singhraj Of India Wins Gold In 2021 World Shooting Para Sport World Cup
Singhraj defeated Ibragimov(Uzbekistan) and won the highest honor in the P1
men's 10m air pistol SH1 final.
Highlights:
Indian player Singhraj won the gold medal in the Para-Shooting World Cup (2021)
held in Al Ain, United Arab Emirates on March 21, 2021. Singolaji defeated
Ibragimov(Uzbekistan) with 2.8 points and won the P1's highest honor men's 10m
air pistol SH1 final. The final score between the shooters is 236.8-234. In fact, after
the penultimate final, Ibrahimmov of Uzbekistan led the game by only 0.1 points.
The final score was 236.8-234. Muharrem Korhan Yama, former Turkish
Paralympic champion, won the bronze medal with 214.4 points. As a result, India
has jumped to third place on the medal table. India now has two medals-a gold
medal and a bronze medal.
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ARTS & CULTURE
Extension Of Project Mausam
The Mausam Project has now been extended to March 31, 2023.
Highlights:
The " Mausam " project is a project of the Ministry of Culture, with the
Archaeological Society of India, New Delhi (ASI) as the nodal institution and the
Indira Gandhi National Art Center (IGNCA) in New Delhi as its research
department.
The project aims to explore the multi-faceted Indian Ocean world-organizing
archaeological and historical research to document the diversity of Indian Ocean
cultural, commercial and religious interactions.
The main purpose of this project is to identify places and sites under the Mausam
Project as a transnational nomination for inclusion in the UNESCO's World
Heritage List.
The central themes that unite the " Mausam " project are cultural routes and marine
landscapes, which not only connect different parts of the Indian Ocean coast, but
also connect the coastal center with the hinterland.
More importantly, the shared knowledge system and ideas spread along these
channels and affected coastal centers and most areas.

Jaapi, Xorai And Gamosa - Assam
Due to the upcoming parliamentary elections, decorative jaapis (field hats), handwoven gamosas and bell-shaped metal xorais often appear in Assam.
Highlights:
Jaapi: It is a conical hat made of bamboo covered with dried tokou (a palm tree
found in the upper rainforest of Assam).
Today, most shawls in Assam are made by artisans in a village in the Nalbari
districts.
Gamosa: It has a wide range of uses. It can be used as a towel (uka gamosa) at
home or in public functions (phulam / floral gamosa) to attract prominent figures or
celebrities.
Xorai: It is made of bell-shaped metal. It is essentially a tray with a stand on the
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bottom, with or without a cover. It can be found in every Assamese family.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
India TB Summit World Tuberculosis Day
The Union Minister gave a keynote speech at the Tuberculosis Summit in India.
Highlights:
Before the celebration of World Tuberculosis Day on March 24, 2021, this summit
was organized to highlight the global and national Tuberculosis epidemic.
The Indian government attaches great importance to the eradication of
Tuberculosis in India by 2025, which is five years ahead of the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) target.
The government has formulated the National Strategic Plan for the Elimination of
Tuberculosis to guide all activities of all stakeholders, including national and state
governments, development partners, civil society organizations, international
agencies, research institutions, the private sector and communities. Its work is
related to other stakeholders involved in the elimination of tuberculosis in India.

World Summit On Information Society Forum
Telecommunications MoS represents India to participate in the 2021 World
Summit on the Information Society Forum.
About World Summit on Information Society Forum:
The 2021 World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) Forum represents one
of the world's largest annual gatherings of the ICT for Development community.
It is jointly organized by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU),
UNESCO, UNDP and UNCTAD.
Practice has proved that the forum is an effective mechanism for coordinating
multi-stakeholder implementation activities, information exchange, knowledge
creation, and best practice sharing, and continues to provide assistance for the
development of multi-stakeholder and public/private partnerships to promote
development goals.
This forum will provide a structured opportunity to network, learn and participate
in multi-stakeholder discussions and consultations on the implementation of World
Summit on the Information Society (WSIS).
The 2021 World Summit on the Information Society Forum is an important forum
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for discussing the role of ICT in achieving sustainable development goals and
specific goals.
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SCHEMES
Review on Atal Pension Yojana
The government stated that as of February this year, more than 5.7 trillion rupees
had been paid under the Attar Pension Yojana plan.
Highlights:
Atal Pension Yojana (APY) solves the problem of old-age income security for the
working poor and solves the longevity risk of workers in the unorganized sector.
It encourages workers in the unorganized sector to voluntarily save for retirement.
The government launched the plan on June 1, 2015.
Any citizen of India can join the APY program. The age (Subscriber) should be
between 18-40 years old. If the subscriber joins in advance, the contribution level
will be different and will be very low; if the subscriber joins later, the contribution
level will increase.
The benefits of the program will be brought to subscribers when they reach 60
years of age.
The fixed pension for subscribers is between Rs 1,000 to Rs 1,000. If he/she joins
and donates between the ages of 18 and 40, it is 5000. After the subscriber dies, the
same pension shall be paid to the spouse.
Return the indicative pension wealth to the nominee after the death of the spouse.
According to the plan, individuals who register before March 31, 2016 will receive
a joint contribution from the government, which will be 50% of the user's
contribution, up to a maximum of Rs. Thousand's joint contribution from 2015-16
to 2019-20 will last for 5 years.
APY is managed by the Pension Fund Management and Development Bureau.

Key Facts of Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-dhan
The information was provided by the Minister of State for Labour and
Employment, Shri Santosh Kumar Gondwar, Lok Sabha.
Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-dhan:
This is the pension plan of the central department to ensure pension protection for
unorganized workers. It was launched in March 2019. It is managed by the Ministry
of Labor and Employment and implemented through the Indian Life Insurance
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Corporation and the Public Service Center (CSC). LIC will act as the pension fund
manager and be responsible for pension payments.
Unorganized workers whose monthly income does not exceed 15,000 rupees/month
and belong to the entry age group of 18 to 40 are eligible to participate in the
program. The New Pension Plan (NPS), the employee's national insurance
company (ESIC) plan or the employee's provident fund organization (EPFO)
should not cover these plans. He/she should not be an income tax payer.

PMFME Scheme - One District One Product
PMFME scheme to adopt the " One District One Product " approach to obtain scale
gains from the procurement of inputs, provision of public services and product
marketing.
Highlights:
Under the Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro Food Processing Enterprises
Scheme (PM FME Scheme) initiated by the central government, the Ministry of
Food Processing Industry (MoFPI) provides financial, technical and business
support for upgrading existing micro-food processing companies.
About One District One Product (ODOP):
The purpose of the concept is to transform each district of the country into an
export center by:
Identify products with export potential in the district
Solve the bottleneck of exporting these products
Support local exporters and manufacturers to expand production scale and look for
potential buyers outside India.
The purpose is to promote exports, promote manufacturing and service industries
in the districts and create employment opportunities in the districts.
To this end, each district has established a District Export Promotion Committees
(DEPC).
These committees may be led by DM/Collector/DC/District development officials
in the district and co-chaired by a Regional Authority designated by the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade (DGFT).
The main function of DEPC is to cooperate with all relevant stakeholders at the
center, state and districts levels to formulate and take action on the district export
action plan.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Water Day is on 22nd March
Every year, March 22 is World Water Day. It focuses on the importance of fresh
water.
Highlights:
World Water Day has been commemorated since 1993, and its purpose is to raise
awareness of the 2.2 billion lives without safe water.
The theme of 2020 is "Water and Climate Change", which aims to explore the
interrelationship between water and climate change.
The theme of 2021 World Water Day is Valuing Water. At the beginning of the
decade, this was a timely reminder of the importance of water, which will define
the success of our sustainable development goals, which are planned to be
completed in 2030.
The main focus of Water Day is to support the achievement of Sustainable
Development Goal 6 by 2030 - access to water and sanitation for all.
In addition to this, the International Decade of Action for Sustainable Water
Development (2018-2028) has also been observed. These observations prove that
water and sanitation measures are the key to poverty reduction, economic growth
and environmental sustainability.
Established in 2003, the United Nations Water is a United Nations inter-agency
organization dedicated to solving water problems and publishes annual reports on
selected themes of World Water Day. Its headquarters are in Geneva, Switzerland.

World Leprosy Day Is On 30th January
In India, every January 30th is the Anti Leprosy Day, which is the hard day of
Mahatma Gandhi, because Gandhiji was deeply committed to the cause of leprosy.
To commemorate the Anti-Leprosy Day, the Sparsh Leprosy Awareness Campaign
(SLAC) has been organized since 2017 to reduce stigma and discrimination against
leprosy patients.
About Leprosy:
Leprosy, also known as Hansen's disease, is a bacterial disease that, if left
untreated, can affect the skin and nerves, causing body deformities and disability.
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Despite being branded for centuries, it is not hereditary, it is completely curable,
and only mildly infectious-more than 85% of cases are non-infectious, and more
than 95% of the population has the disease have natural immunity.
Initially, the infection is asymptomatic and usually stays in this way for 5 to 20
years.
Symptoms that appear include granulomas of the nerves, respiratory tract, skin and
eyes.
This may result in insufficient ability to feel pain, and may cause loss of limbs due
to repeated injuries or infections due to unnoticed wounds. Weakness and poor
eyesight may also occur.
Leprosy is one of the oldest diseases in the world wide.
Every year India accounts for 60% of new cases.
In 2005, it was officially announced that it was cancelled as a public health issue in
India. At that time, the number of new cases fell to less than 1 per 10,000.
However, India has the largest number of leprosy patients in the world.

World Tuberculosis Day is on 24th March
Every March 24th is World Tuberculosis Day, which aims to raise public
awareness of the devastating health, social and economic consequences of
tuberculosis, and to step up efforts to curb the global tuberculosis epidemic.
Highlights:
March 24 was chosen to commemorate the anniversary of Dr Robert Koch's
discovery of the cause of tuberculosis (Mycobacterium tuberculosis) in 1882.
Tuberculosis stays the deadliest infectious killer in the world. Every day, more
than 4000 people die of tuberculosis, and nearly 30,000 people get sick from this
preventable and curable disease.
The World Health Organization launched a joint initiative Find.Treat.All.#EndTB
Work with the Global Fund and the Stop Tuberculosis Partnership. WHO also
released the Global Tuberculosis Report.
The Indian government promised to eliminate the tuberculosis epidemic by 2025
and provide corresponding resources to rapidly reduce the incidence and mortality
of tuberculosis in India.
Theme for the year 2021: The Clock is ticking
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World Meteorological Day is on 23rd March
World Meteorological Day 2021: Observe on March 23 every year. The
anniversary is commemorated by commemorating the establishment of the World
Meteorological Organization, which took effect in 1950.
Highlights:
This day highlights the importance of the earth's atmosphere and the behavior of
interconnected people. Every March 23 is to commemorate the establishment of the
World Meteorological Organization, a specialized agency established by the United
Nations.
Theme: The ocean, our climate and weather. It focuses on connecting the oceans,
climate and weather within the earth system.
On March 23, 1950, the "World Meteorological Organization Convention" entered
into force and became a specialized agency of the United Nations in 1951,
specializing in meteorology, hydrology and related geophysical sciences.
The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) celebrating the Day, and it
chooses a different theme every year.
The World Meteorological Organization plays an important role in promoting the
safety and well-being of people. Therefore, its work is important in providing food
security, water resources and transportation.
World Meteorological Organization: It is a specialized agency of the United
Nations, with 193 member states and regions. It originated from the International
Meteorological Organization (IMO), which was established in 1873 to promote the
exchange of weather information across borders. The World Meteorological
Organization was established in 1950 and became a specialized agency of the
United Nations in 1951. The area of focus of the World Meteorological
Organization are weather and climate, operational hydrology and related
geophysical sciences.

World Theatre Day is on 27th March
The World Theatre Day is celebrated on 27th March annually to emphasize the
importance of theatre, as there is now losing its importance.
Highlights:
The Theater Day raises the importance of theater arts, how they play an important
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role in the entertainment field, and the changes that theater brings to life. Messages
from famous drama artists convey the themes of drama and the culture of peace.
As we all know, theater is a combination of various forms of art, using live
performers, actors or actresses to show the audience the real experience of a
specific location or stage. Nowadays, the importance of drama is declining, so this
day is an understanding of the government, politicians, institutions, and people.
This requires vigilance and the value of drama to individuals, people, and economic
growth.
The International Theatre Association (ITI) was established in 1961 to celebrate
World Theatre Day all over the world to increase the value and importance of
theatre. On this day, ITI presides over once a year, and is delivered by selected
famous theater actors to share their views on theater art and its future. In 1962, Jean
Cocteau gave the first message.
ITI has more than 85 centers all over the world, it encourages professionals from
various colleges, schools, and theaters to celebrate this day.

Remembrance of Victims of Slavery Day Designated is on 25 March
March 25th of each and every year is the designated as International day of the
victims of slavery and the transatlantic slave trade.
Highlights:
In this speech, the chief executive of the United Nations emphasized that the
harmful and lasting consequences of slavery must be addressed. He also called for a
new commitment to a world where all people can live in peace, dignity and
opportunity.
The anniversary is the annual international anniversary designed by the United
Nations on March 25, 2007. Commemorate this anniversary and commemorate
those who suffered and died as a result of the "transatlantic slave trade." This is
known as the worst human rights violation in history.
In the transatlantic slave trade, the victims for more than 4 million years were 15
million men, women and children. The day also aims to raise awareness of the
dangers of racism and prejudice today.
This day is the first anniversary in 2008 with the theme of "breaking the silence,
lest we forget". The theme for 2015 is "Women and Slavery". The year 2015
denoted the starting of the United Nations International Decade for People of
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African Descent.
To commemorate this, a permanent memorial was opened at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York, entitled "Return to the Ark". It was designed by the
Haitian-American architect Rodney Leon.
As of 2016, it is estimated that more than 40.3 million people have been enslaved
in modern forms. 71% of them are women and girls. In addition, children
accounted for a quarter of slaves.
In the Covid-19 pandemic, modern slavery has further attracted attention due to
reduced job opportunities, frequent immigration, increased poverty and reduced
inspections of labor standards. The pandemic has made people vulnerable and is
prompting more people to engage in exploited jobs.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
MoU signed for Ken Betwa River Linking
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between the Union Minister of Jal
Shakti and the Chief Ministers of Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh to implement
the Ken Betwa Link project to be signed.
Highlights:
A team of experts from the Ministry of Environment has postponed environmental
clean-up work to the Lower Orr River Dam, which is part of the second phase of
the Ken-Betwa River Connection Project.
The Lower Orr Dam (Orr River in Madhya Pradesh) project is considered a
national project and is part of the Ken-Betwa project.
There are differences between the two states (Uttar Pradesh and MPs) on water
sharing.

Agreement Signed for Milan-2T
The Department of Procurement of the Ministry of Defense (MoD) and the
National Defense Public Undertaking (DPSU) Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL)
signed a contract to provide the Indian Army with MILAN-2T Anti-Tank Guided
Missiles (ATGM)
Highlights:
Milan-2T is a 1,850-meter Tandem Warhead ATGM produced by BDL under the
license of the French MBDA missile system.
These missiles can be launched from the ground and vehicle launchers
These can also be deployed in Anti-Tank roles for offensive and defensive
missions.
introduction of these missiles will further enhance the armed forces' operational
preparedness, which will be completed within three years.
This is a step towards achieving the goal of the Defense Department "Atmanirbhar
Bharat".

MoC Between India And Japan
Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) signed between Japan and India in the field of
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water resources was approved by Union Cabinet.
Highlights:
The MoC was signed by the Department of Water Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India and the
Water Disaster Management Bureau of the Ministry of Land, Transport,
Infrastructure and Tourism of Japan.
The Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) is to develop long-term cooperation in
the fields of water and delta management and water technology to increase the
exchange of information, knowledge, technology and scientific joint experience,
and to implement joint projects between the two countries.
The Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) support in improving irrigation facilities,
achieving water security and the sustainability of water resources development.
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INDEX / LIST
World Happiness Report 2021 International Happiness Day
The United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network released the
World Happiness Report 2021 on the day before the International Day of
Happiness. This year, it will focus on the impact of Covid-19 and the performance
of people around the world.
Highlights:
International Happiness Day is celebrated on March 20 each and every year that is
to highlight the importance of happiness in people's daytime lives. The United
Nations (UN) started celebrating the International Happiness Day in 2013, but
passed a resolution in July 2012.
The resolution was originally proposed by Bhutan. It emphasized the importance
of national happiness to national income since the early 1970s and thus adopted
Gross National Happiness (GNH) instead of Gross National Product (GNP).
Gross National Happiness: The term "Gross National Happiness" was first
proposed in 1972 by Jigme Singye Wangchuck, the fourth king of Bhutan.
The concept implies that sustainable development should take a holistic approach
to the concept of progress, with equal emphasis on the non-economic aspects of
well-being.
The gross national product is the total value of all manufactured goods and
services produced by citizens of a country in a given fiscal year, regardless of their
location.
The theme for Happiness Day 2021: Happiness for All, Forever.
The World Happiness Report ranks 149 countries based on how well their citizens
feel about themselves.
Finland has been voted the happiest country in the world for the fourth consecutive
year. And other countries that walk behind Finland are Iceland, Denmark,
Switzerland, the Netherlands, Sweden, Germany and Norway.
Afghanistan (149) is the most unhappy country. Afghanistan is followed by the
countries like Zimbabwe (148), Rwanda (147), Botswana (146) and Lesotho (145).
Neighbors in India: Pakistan 105, Bangladesh - 101, China - 84.
India: Among the 149 countries evaluated, India ranks 139th. By 2020, India
ranked 144th among 156 countries surveyed.
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SDSN (Sustainable Development Network Solutions) was launched in 2012,
mobilizing global scientific and technical expertise to promote the resolution of the
practical problems of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and the Paris
Climate Agreement. It was established under the auspices of the Secretary-General
of the United Nations. Since 2016, SDSN and the Bertelsmann Foundation have
been publishing annual global reports on the SDG Index and Dashboard.

Ventilation Index Air Pollution Management
Ventilation Index is a measure of the volumetric rate of wind transporting air
horizontally
Highlights:
It is a measure of the volumetric rate of wind transporting air horizontally in the
mixed layer per unit distance in the vertical direction. The unit is in square meters
per second or knot feet.
In simple terms, it is an indicator that indicates the efficiency of the dispersion of
pollutants in the atmosphere.
The ventilation index is the multiply of wind speed and mixing height.
When the ventilation index value is low and harmful pollutants are close to the
ground, air quality risks occur.
When the ventilation index value is low, there is also a visibility risk.
It is a useful tool for air pollution management.

Highlights of TB Report 2021 of India
The "India 2021 Tuberculosis Report" was recently released. According to reports,
India reported that by 2020, the number of registered tuberculosis cases will drop
by 24% year-on-year.
Highlights:
In the interruption and lockdown caused by the covid-19 pandemic, India has an
estimated 180.5 trillion tuberculosis cases. The report also found that between
January 2020 and February 2020, the number of tuberculosis registrations increased
by 6% year-on-year.
Later, the "National Tuberculosis Elimination Plan" filled the gap in missing
tuberculosis cases. Therefore, by December, 11% more cases were reported than in
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April. The report further emphasized that 2.404 million cases were reported in
2019, of which the treatment success rate was 82% and the mortality rate was 4%.
According to the report, 4% of patients were lost during follow-up, while treatment
failure and treatment plan changes accounted for about 3%.
Tuberculosis is one of India's most important health challenges. It often has
devastating health, social and financial consequences for patients and large-scale
communities.
India has the largest number of medical records, with 2.64 million tuberculosis
patients worldwide. It accounts for 30% of global tuberculosis cases.
The Indian government's goal is to achieve tuberculosis-free India by 2025, five
years ahead of the global target date of 2030. To this end, India is trying to expand
the scope of tuberculosis care to detect cases as soon as possible and prevent the
emergence of new cases.
Initiatives:
Nikshay Ecosystem: It is a national tuberculosis information system that can be
used as a one-stop solution to manage patient information and monitor program
activities and performance nationwide.
Nikshay Poshan Yojana (NPY): The NYP program was launched to provide
financial support for the nutrition of tuberculosis patients.
Harega Desh Jeetega Campaign for Tuberculosis: This campaign was launched
in September 2019 with the highest commitment to eliminate tuberculosis.
Saksham Project: This project was initiated by the Tata Institute of Social
Sciences (TISS) to provide psychological counseling for patients with drugresistant tuberculosis.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When was International Day of Happiness celebrated?
A.March 20
B.March 21
C.March 22
D.March 23

Answer A
Explanation International Happiness Day is celebrated on March 20 each and every year that is
to highlight the importance of happiness in people's daytime lives. The United Nations (UN)
started celebrating the International Happiness Day in 2013, but passed a resolution in July 2012.

2) When UN started celebrating International Happiness Day?
A.2014
B.2013
C.2012
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation International Happiness Day is celebrated on March 20 each and every year that is
to highlight the importance of happiness in people's daytime lives. The United Nations (UN)
started celebrating the International Happiness Day in 2013, but passed a resolution in July 2012.

3) When was world water day celebrated?
A.March 22
B.March 21
C.March 20
D.March 23

Answer A
Explanation Every year, March 22 is World Water Day. It focuses on the importance of fresh
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water.

4) From which year World Water Day was celebrated?
A.1994
B.1993
C.1990
D.1989

Answer B
Explanation World Water Day has been commemorated since 1993, and its purpose is to raise
awareness of the 2.2 billion lives without safe water.The theme of 2020 is "Water and Climate
Change", which aims to explore the interrelationship between water and climate change.

5) Bihar Diwas is on ____________.
A.March 22
B.March 20
C.March 18
D.March 16

Answer A
Explanation March 22 is the day when Bihar was established and is called "Bihar Diwas".
March 22, 2021 is the 109th anniversary of the founding of the country. It was celebrated on a
large scale for the first time in 2010.

6) When was Meg-Tropec (Joint Mission of ISRO and the French Space
Agencys National Space Research Center) launched?
A.2011
B.2013
C.2014
D.2015

Answer A
Explanation ISRO emphasized that ISRO and the French Space Agencys National Space
Research Center (CNES) have completed two joint missions, the "Meg-Tropec" launched in 2011
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and the "SARAL-Altika" launched in 2013.

7) When was NewSpace India Limited Founded?
A.2018
B.2019
C.2020
D.2016

Answer B
Explanation NewSpace India Limited Founded in: 2019. Administrative control of NSIL is
Department of Space (DoS) and the 2013 Companies Act.Goal of NSIL Expand industry
participation in the Indian space program. Headquarters of NSIL is Bangalore

8) When was World Leprosy Day celebrated?
A.Jan 30
B.Mar 30
C.Apr 30
D.May 30

Answer A
Explanation In India, every January 30th is the Anti Leprosy Day, which is the hard day of
Mahatma Gandhi, because Gandhiji was deeply committed to the cause of leprosy.To
commemorate the Anti-Leprosy Day, the Sparsh Leprosy Awareness Campaign (SLAC) has been
organized since 2017 to reduce stigma and discrimination against leprosy patients.

9) When was SARAL-Altika (Joint Mission of ISRO and the French Space
Agencys National Space Research Center) launched?
A.2011
B.2013
C.2014
D.2015

Answer B
Explanation ISRO emphasized that ISRO and the French Space Agencys National Space
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Research Center (CNES) have completed two joint missions, the "Meg-Tropec" launched in 2011
and the "SARAL-Altika" launched in 2013.

10) Where is the headquarters of NewSpace India Limited?
A.Bangalore
B.Chennai
C.Mumbai
D.Delhi

Answer A
Explanation NewSpace India Limited Founded in: 2019. Administrative control of NSIL is
Department of Space (DoS) and the 2013 Companies Act.Goal of NSIL Expand industry
participation in the Indian space program. Headquarters of NSIL is Bangalore.

11) When was Gross National Happiness proposed?
A.1970
B.1971
C.1972
D.1973

Answer C
Explanation Gross National Happiness: The term "Gross National Happiness" was first proposed
in 1972 by Jigme Singye Wangchuck, the fourth king of Bhutan.

12) Which country is selected as happiest country in the world?
A.China
B.Pakistan
C.India
D.Finland

Answer D
Explanation Finland has been voted the happiest country in the world for the fourth consecutive
year. And other countries that walk behind Finland are Iceland, Denmark, Switzerland, the
Netherlands, Sweden, Germany and Norway.
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13) When was World TB Day observed?
A.Mar 24
B.Mar 23
C.Mar 22
D.Mar 21

Answer A
Explanation Before the celebration of World Tuberculosis Day on March 24, 2021, this summit
was organized to highlight the global and national Tuberculosis epidemic.The Indian government
attaches great importance to the eradication of Tuberculosis in India by 2025, which is five years
ahead of the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) target.

14) When was National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA)
established?
A.1998
B.1997
C.1996
D.1995

Answer B
Explanation The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) was established in 1997 as
an affiliated office of the Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP) of the Ministry of Chemicals and
Fertilizers.

15) Where is National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority headquartered?
A.New Delhi
B.Chennai
C.Mumbai
D.Kolkata

Answer A
Explanation The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) was established in 1997 as
an affiliated office of the Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP) of the Ministry of Chemicals and
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Fertilizers. Headquartered in New Delhi.

16) What was the rank of India in World Happiness Report 2021?
A.139
B.144
C.146
D.136

Answer A
Explanation India: Among the 149 countries evaluated, India ranks 139th. By 2020, India ranked
144th among 156 countries surveyed.

17) When was Bihar Diwas celebrated first in large scale?
A.2010
B.2011
C.2012
D.2013

Answer A
Explanation March 22 is the day when Bihar was established and is called "Bihar Diwas".
March 22, 2021 is the 109th anniversary of the founding of the country. It was celebrated on a
large scale for the first time in 2010.

18) What was the rank of India in World Happiness Report 2020?
A.139
B.144
C.146
D.136

Answer B
Explanation India: Among the 149 countries evaluated, India ranks 139th. By 2020, India ranked
144th among 156 countries surveyed.
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19) Where is the headquarters of UN Water?
A.Paris
B.New York
C.London
D.Geneva

Answer D
Explanation Established in 2003, the United Nations Water is a United Nations inter-agency
organization dedicated to solving water problems and publishes annual reports on selected themes
of World Water Day. Its headquarters are in Geneva, Switzerland.

20) SDSN (Sustainable Development Network Solutions) was launched in
_____________.
A.2012
B.2013
C.2014
D.2015

Answer A
Explanation SDSN (Sustainable Development Network Solutions) was launched in 2012,
mobilizing global scientific and technical expertise to promote the resolution of the practical
problems of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and the Paris Climate Agreement. It was
established under the auspices of the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

21) What could be the reason for water crisis in Himachal Pradesh?
A.Insufficient rain and snow
B.69% less than normal precipitation
C.Climate change
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Rainfall patterns have also become unstable. During dry periods, water sources in
certain areas are rapidly depleted, especially in Shiwalik hilly areas where soil water holding
capacity is low.
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22) Where is Ranthambore Tiger Sanctuary located?
A.Rajasthan
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Kerala
D.Karnataka

Answer A
Explanation The Ranthambore Tiger Reserve is located in the Karauli and Sawai Madhopur
regions in eastern Rajasthan, at the junction of the Aravali and Vindhya mountains.It includes
Ranthambore National Park and Sawai Mansingh and Kailadevi Reserves.

23) The Insurance Amendment bill passed in 2021 amends amends the
Insurance Act of ____________.
A.1939
B.1938
C.1937
D.1936

Answer B
Explanation Rajya Sabha passed the 2021 Insurance Amendment Bill. This bill amends the
Insurance Act of 1938. Increase the maximum foreign investment allowed by insurance
companies from 49% to 74%.

24) Milan-2T is a _____________ Tandem Warhead Anti-Tank Guided
Missiles.
A.1,850-meter
B.1,750-meter
C.1,950-meter
D.1,650-meter

Answer A
Explanation Milan-2T is a 1,850-meter Tandem Warhead ATGM produced by BDL under the
license of the French MBDA missile system.These missiles can be launched from the ground and
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vehicle launchers.

25) What is the features of Helium?
A.Colorless
B.Inert
C.Odorless
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Helium is a colorless, odorless, tasteless, inert and rare gas.Application: Magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI) scans in rockets and nuclear reactors.

26) When did Standing Committee of the NBWL named the entire Galathea
Bay Wildlife Sanctuary to allow the port to enter the area?
A.Mar 2021
B.Mar 2020
C.Jan 2021
D.Jan 2020

Answer C
Explanation In January 2021, the Standing Committee of the National Board for Wildlife
(NBWL) named the entire Galathea Bay Wildlife Sanctuary to allow the port to enter the area.

27) When was Ayushman Bharat launched?
A.April 2015
B.April 2016
C.April 2017
D.April 2018

Answer D
Explanation Ayushman Bharat-Health and Wellness Center (AB-HWC) was launched in April
2018.By December 2022, the goal of 150,000 sub-health centers and primary health centers in
urban and rural areas is to transform into AB-HWC and provide comprehensive primary health
care, including prevention and health promotion at the community level.
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28) Where is lower Orr Dam located?
A.Madhya Pradesh
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Arunachal Pradesh
D.Uttar Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation The Lower Orr Dam (Orr River in Madhya Pradesh) project is considered a national
project and is part of the Ken-Betwa project.

29) Catch the Rain Campaign on the occasion of _____________.
A.Water Day
B.Forest Day
C.Rain Day
D.Snow Day

Answer A
Explanation Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Launched the "Catch a Rain" campaign on the occasion of
"World Water Day" (March 22).

30) Which of the following is related present day Tomar dynasty?
A.Delhi
B.Haryana
C.Both A and B
D.Uttar Pradesh

Answer C
Explanation Anangpal II belonged to the Tomar dynasty, which ruled present-day Delhi and
Haryana between the 8th and 12th centuries. Prithviraj Chauhan, grandson of Anangpal Tomar II,
succeeded him.

31) Freedom Pineapple Movement was Launched in _____________.
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A.Twitter
B.Facebook
C.Moj
D.Google

Answer A
Explanation Taiwans Foreign Minister Wu Zu Joseph recently launched the "Free Pineapple"
campaign on Twitter to condemn Chinas ban on the import of pineapples from Taiwan on
political grounds. After the implementation of the ban, Taiwan's pineapple has also become a
political symbol of the region.

32) In 66th National Film Awards which of the following movie won 4 National
Awards?
A.Uri: The Surgical Strike
B.Wild Karnataka
C.Rahas
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The National Film Awards recognize outstanding achievements in the film industry.
The ceremony is held once a year. In 2019, the 66th National Film Awards was organized. In the
66th edition, the film "Uri: The Surgical Strike" won four awards.

33) In which year Indus Water treaty signed?
A.1950
B.1960
C.1970
D.1980

Answer B
Explanation Indus Water Treaty: This is a water distribution treaty between India and Pakistan.
The treaty is supported by the World Bank. The treaty provides for the use of available water in
the Indus River and its tributaries. On September 19, 1960, Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru and Pakistani President Ayub Khan signed the treaty in Karachi. The treaty controls the
waters of the three eastern rivers, namely Beas, Ravi and Sutlej.
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34) When was Gandhi Peace Prize established?
A.1995
B.1996
C.1997
D.1998

Answer A
Explanation The Gandhi Peace Prize is the International Holy Land Peace Prize, named after
Mahatma Gandhi. The award is awarded by the Government of India. It was expressed as a
tribute to Gandhi's ideals. The award was established in 1995 on the occasion of the 125th
anniversary of Mohandas Gandhi.

35) According to IMD, How much of Precipitation recorded in the Himachal
Pradesh from Jan 1 to Feb 28?
A.59 mm
B.58 mm
C.57 mm
D.56 mm

Answer A
Explanation According to the Indian Meteorological Department, the state received only 59 mm
of precipitation this winter (January 1 to February 28), 69% less than normal.

36) According to the census 2020, How many tigers are in Ranthambore Tiger
reserve?
A.55
B.51
C.50
D.49

Answer A
Explanation According to the census results released in July 2020, there are 2,967 tigers in India,
an increase of one-third from 2014. According to this survey, there are 55 tigers in Ranthambore.
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37) Dutch physicist Kamerlingh Onnes liquefies helium by cooling it to
___________ degrees Celsius.
A.-270
B.-280
C.-260
D.-250

Answer A
Explanation Dutch physicist Kamerlingh Onnes liquefies helium by cooling it to -270 degrees
Celsius.The Rajmahal volcanic basin in the Indian state of Jharkhand is a warehouse of helium
trapped for billions of years.

38) The planned goal of putting 70,000 Ayushman Bharat-Health and
Wellness Center (AB-HWC) into operation by ____________.
A.March 31, 2021
B.March 30, 2021
C.March 29, 2021
D.March 28, 2021

Answer A
Explanation The planned goal of putting 70,000 Ayushman Bharat-Health and Wellness Center
(AB-HWC) into operation by March 31, 2021 was achieved ahead of schedule.This is an
important milestone in achieving Universal Primary Healthcare.

39) When was world water day celebrated?
A.Mar 22
B.Mar 21
C.Mar 20
D.Mar 23

Answer A
Explanation Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Launched the "Catch a Rain" campaign on the occasion of
"World Water Day" (March 22).
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40) The National Film Awards ceremony will be on ____________ every year.
A.May 3
B.May 2
C.May 1
D.May 5

Answer A
Explanation The National Film Awards ceremony will be on May 3 every year. However, the
award ceremony was not held in 2020. The winners were announced in a press conference at the
National Media Center located in New Delhi on 22nd March.

41) When was World Tuberculosis Day observed?
A.March 24
B.March 23
C.March 25
D.March 22

Answer A
Explanation Every March 24th is World Tuberculosis Day, which aims to raise public awareness
of the devastating health, social and economic consequences of tuberculosis, and to step up
efforts to curb the global tuberculosis epidemic.

42) When was International Day of Yoga observed?
A.Jun 21
B.Jun 23
C.Jul 21
D.Jul 23

Answer A
Explanation Yoga is a collection of physical, mental and spiritual practices or disciplines that
originated in ancient India. The World Health Organization mentioned in its "2018-2030 Global
Physical Exercise Action Plan" that yoga is a means to improve health: more people are active in
a healthier world. The United Nations declares June 21 as International Yoga Day.
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43) When was Shanghai Cooperation Organization established?
A.2000
B.2001
C.2002
D.2003

Answer B
Explanation Shanghai Cooperation Organization - SCO is an intergovernmental international
organization and is a permanent organisation, that is established in 2001. This is a Eurasian
political, economic and military organization that aims to maintain peace, security and stability in
the region.

44) When was Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-dhan launched?
A.March 2019
B.March 2018
C.March 2017
D.March 2016

Answer A
Explanation Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-dhan:This is the pension plan of the central
department to ensure pension protection for unorganized workers. It was launched in March
2019. It is managed by the Ministry of Labor and Employment and implemented through the
Indian Life Insurance Corporation and the Public Service Center (CSC).

45) In which year Atal Pension Yojana was launched?
A.2017
B.2016
C.2015
D.2014

Answer C
Explanation Atal Pension Yojana (APY) solves the problem of old-age income security for the
working poor and solves the longevity risk of workers in the unorganized sector.It encourages
workers in the unorganized sector to voluntarily save for retirement. The government launched
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the plan on June 1, 2015.

46) VyomMitra is launched by _____________.
A.India
B.Japan
C.China
D.Russia

Answer A
Explanation India: In 2020, the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) launched the first
half-human astronaut named Vyom Mitra, who will fly in space during the first test flight of the
human space mission Gaganyaan. Vyommitra is a space half-humanoid robot that looks like a
woman. Her body rested on the torso, without legs.

47) When Delhi became a UT by state reorganization Act?
A.1951
B.1956
C.1965
D.1961

Answer B
Explanation In 1956, under the States Reorganization Act, Delhi became a Union Territory and
was administered by the Administrator appointed by the President. The Delhi Legislative
Assembly and Council were abolished.

48) Which group is called QUAD?
A.India, Australia, Japan, United States
B.India, Australia, Japan, China
C.Australia, Japan, United States, Russia
D.Japan, United States, Russia, Germany

Answer A
Explanation The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD, also known as the Quad) is an informal
strategic dialogue between the United States, Japan, Australia and India that is maintained by
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talks between member countries.

49) What is the term of the committee established to screen new bank licenses?
A.2 years
B.3 years
C.4 years
D.5 years

Answer B
Explanation Term: The committee will serve for three years.Committee Secretariat: The
committees secretary support will be provided by the Regulatory Department of the Reserve
Bank of India.

50) Where is Buldhana District located?
A.Maharashtra
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Andhra Pradesh
D.Kerala

Answer A
Explanation Buldhana is the district headquarters and a Municipal Council in the Buldhana
District of Amravati division in the Indian State of Maharashtra.

51) When was United Nations Office for Project Services founded?
A.1973
B.1975
C.1977
D.1979

Answer A
Explanation UNOPS is a business unit of the United NationsIt is committed to implementing
projects for the United Nations system, international financial institutions, governments and other
partners around the world.Founded in 1973, it is part of the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP).
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52) The governments goal is to achieve double-digit export growth from
_____________ districts within 3-5 years.
A.500
B.505
C.510
D.400

Answer A
Explanation The governments goal is to achieve double-digit export growth from 500 districts
within 3-5 years.Require states, with the assistance of the Directorate-General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT), to compile an annual "export ranking index" for districts related to export
competitiveness.

53) Covishield is AZD1222 produced by the ____________.
A.Serum Institute of India
B.AIIMS
C.Dept of Biotechnology
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Covishield is AZD1222 produced by the Serum Institute of India, which is a
vaccine developed by AstraZeneca in cooperation with Oxford University.Some data from the
AZD122 global trial show that extending the duration between two doses to 12 weeks can greatly
improve its efficacy.

54) World Summit On Information Society Forum is organized by
______________.
A.UNESCO
B.UNDP
C.UNCTAD
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The 2021 World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) Forum represents one
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of the worlds largest annual gatherings of the ICT for Development community.It is jointly
organized by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), UNESCO, UNDP and
UNCTAD.

55) The Indian government promised to eliminate the tuberculosis epidemic by
_____________.
A.2025
B.2024
C.2023
D.2022

Answer A
Explanation The Indian government promised to eliminate the tuberculosis epidemic by 2025
and provide corresponding resources to rapidly reduce the incidence and mortality of tuberculosis
in India.Theme for the year 2021: The Clock is ticking

56) The Gayatri Mantra contains ________________, which are organized in
8-syllables.
A.24 syllables
B.32 syllables
C.16 syllables
D.48 syllables

Answer A
Explanation Gayatri Mantra was 1st recorded on Rig Veda and was written in Sanskrit about
2500 to 3500 years ago. The Gayatri Mantra contains 24 syllables, which are organized in
8-syllable triples.The Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga and Natural Therapy, Unani, Siddha and
Homeopathy (AYUSH) have included "Yama", "Niyama", "Asanas", etc. in their "Ordinary
Yoga" The most popular yoga "sadhanas" in the agreement.

57) When India became the member of SCO?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
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D.2018

Answer C
Explanation The SCO currently has eight member states. India and Pakistan became members in
2017.The Secretariat of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization is located in Beijing and is the
main permanent executive agency of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.

58) International Nowruz Day is observed on ____________.
A.March 21
B.March 20
C.March 25
D.March 26

Answer A
Explanation March 21 was officially recognized by the United Nations as the 2010 International
Nowruz Day. This year, it is March 20th. It is included in the UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage List of Humanity from India.

59) When did Sophia become citizen of Saudi Arabia?
A.2017
B.2016
C.2015
D.2014

Answer A
Explanation In 2017, Sophia became a citizen of Saudi Arabia, the first robot to obtain
citizenship of any country.Sophia was appointed as the first innovation champion of the United
Nations Development Programme and the first non-human being awarded the title of the United
Nations.

60) Where is the secretariat of Shanghai Cooperation Organization?
A.Beijing
B.Wuhan
C.Shanghai
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D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The Secretariat of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization is located in Beijing and
is the main permanent executive agency of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.

61) When was National Biopharma Mission launched?
A.2017
B.2015
C.2018
D.2019

Answer A
Explanation The National Biopharma Mission (NBM) is an industry-academia collaborative
mission for accelerating biopharmaceutical development in the country.It was launched in 2017 at
a total cost of Rs 1500 crore and is 50% co-funded by World Bank loan.

62) What is the IUCN Status of Greater One-Horned Rhino?
A.Extinct
B.Vulnerable
C.Endangered
D.Least Concern

Answer B
Explanation The Greater One-Horned Rhino is one of five different kinds of rhinos. The other
four rhinos are: black rhino, white rhino, Javan rhino and Sumatran rhinoThere are three types of
rhinos in Asia: Greater one-horned (Rhinoceros unicornis), Javan and Sumatran.

63) When was Tiananmen Square protests happened?
A.1989
B.1986
C.1985
D.1988
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Answer A
Explanation The Tiananmen Square protests, known in China as the June Fourth Incident, were
student-led demonstrations held in Tiananmen Square, Beijing during 1989.

64) Which of the Indian States have relation Jaapi, Xorai And Gamosa like
items?
A.Arunachal Pradesh
B.Assam
C.Mizoram
D.Nagaland

Answer B
Explanation Due to the upcoming parliamentary elections, decorative jaapis (field hats), handwoven gamosas and bell-shaped metal xorais often appear in Assam. The jaapi is a conical hat
made of bamboo and covered with dried tokou (a palm tree found in rainforests of Upper Assam)
leaves. The jaapi is a conical hat made of bamboo and covered with dried tokou (a palm tree
found in rainforests of Upper Assam) leaves. Made of bell-metal, the xorai essentially a tray with
a stand at the bottom, with or without a cover can be found in every Assamese household.

65) When was Project Mausam launched?
A.2015
B.2014
C.2017
D.2016

Answer A
Explanation Project Mausam is a cultural and economic project by the Indian Ministry of
Culture and Archaeological Survey of India with the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts
which aims to connect countries on the Indian Ocean. Project Mausam is launched in 2014.

66) Where is the headquarters of National Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India Ltd?
A.New Delhi
B.Kolkata
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C.Mumbai
D.Chennai

Answer A
Explanation Nafed was setup with the object to promote Co-operative marketing of Agricultural
Produce to benefit the farmers. Agricultural farmers are the main members of Nafed, who have
the authority to say in the form of members of the General Body in the working of Nafed.

67) In Which state One District One Product Scheme launched first?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Andhra Pradesh
D.Kerala

Answer A
Explanation First started by the Uttar Pradesh government.ODOP is aimed at giving a major
push to traditional industries synonymous with the respective districts of the state.

68) Which of the following disease is related to SAANS initiative?
A.Pneumonia
B.Flu
C.Covid
D.None

Answer A
Explanation SAANS Initiative: The Social Awareness and Action for Neutralize Pneumonia
Successfully (SAANS) initiative was launched to accelerate the action to reduce the number of
deaths from childhood pneumonia.

69) When was Global Partnership between Japan and India launched?
A.2000
B.2001
C.2002
D.2003
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Answer B
Explanation The foundation for Global Partnership between Japan and India was laid in 2001.
Annual bilateral summits were agreed in 2005. However, it was Abe who accelerated the pace of
ties since 2012. In first term - Abe, who visited India in 2007, laid the foundation for his concept
of Indo-Pacific.

70) Where is Lake Neknampur located?
A.Andhra Pradesh
B.Telangana
C.Kerala
D.Karnataka

Answer B
Explanation Neknampur Lake is a lake located in Telangana Hyderabad. It is often in the news
due to pollution, and it is one of the famous lakes focusing on restoring biodiversity and aquatic
health. It is also famous for its floating water treatment.

71) UN Human Rights Council was established in ____________.
A.2006
B.2005
C.2004
D.2003

Answer A
Explanation The council was established by the United Nations General Assembly(UNGA) in
2006. It replaced the former UN Human Rights Commission The headquarters is in Geneva,
Switzerland.

72) Soyuz is manufactured in _____________.
A.China
B.Russia
C.Germany
D.Japan
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Answer B
Explanation The Soyuz is a series of Soviet expendable launch systems developed by OKB-1. It
was manufactured by the Progress Rocket Space Center in Samar located in Russia. This is the
most commonly used launch vehicle(LV) in the world.

73) Which state of India lauched Animal Ambulance Network first?
A.Andhra Pradesh
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Kerala
D.Karnataka

Answer A
Explanation The state government of Andhra Pradesh has decided to establish "the first
government-operated ambulance network in India" for animals. This decision was made to
further promote the states livestock and veterinary departments.

74) Singhraj defeated Ibragimov in World Shooting Para Sport World Cup.
Ibragimov belongs to ____________.
A.Pakistan
B.Afghanistan
C.Uzbekistan
D.Kazakhstan

Answer C
Explanation Singhraj defeated Ibragimov (Uzbekistan) and won the highest honor in the P1
men's 10m air pistol SH1 final.

75) World Meteorological Day is on ______________.
A.23rd March
B.24th March
C.25th March
D.26th March
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Answer A
Explanation World Meteorological Day 2021: Observe on March 23 every year. The anniversary
is commemorated by commemorating the establishment of the World Meteorological
Organization, which took effect in 1950.

76) In India, rhinos are mainly distributed in ____________.
A.Assam
B.West Bengal
C.Uttar Pradesh
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation In India, rhinos are mainly distributed in Assam, West Bengal and Uttar
Pradesh.Assam has an estimated 2,640 rhinos in four protected areas, namely Pabitora Wildlife
Sanctuary, Rajiv Gandhi Orang National Park, Kaziranga National Park and Manas National
Park.

77) Where is Archaeological Society of India located?
A.New Delhi
B.Kolkata
C.Chennai
D.Mumbai

Answer A
Explanation The Archaeological Survey of India is an Indian government agency attached to the
Ministry of Culture that is responsible for archaeological research and the conservation and
preservation of cultural monuments in the country located in New Delhi.

78) Fins of alligator can grow upto _____________ feet
A.10
B.11
C.12
D.13
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Answer A
Explanation Alligator finches naturally exist in the fresh waters of North America. It can grow
up to 10 feet. They were brought to India to be sold as aquarium species. Although they look
fierce, they do not pose a threat to humans, nor do they attack humans.

79) UNHRC consists of _____________ member states.
A.46
B.47
C.48
D.49

Answer B
Explanation The UNHRC consists of 47 member states. Member states elected by a majority of
the member states of the United Nations General Assembly(UNGA) through direct and secret
ballot. The membership of the Security Council is based on equitable geographical distribution.

80) When was International Meteorological Organization established?
A.1873
B.1875
C.1876
D.1877

Answer A
Explanation World Meteorological Organization: It is a specialized agency of the United
Nations, with 193 member states and regions. It originated from the International Meteorological
Organization (IMO), which was established in 1873 to promote the exchange of weather
information across borders.

81) When is world theatre day celebrated?
A.March 27
B.March 28
C.March 29
D.March 30
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Answer A
Explanation The World Theatre Day is celebrated on 27th March annually to emphasize the
importance of theatre, as there is now losing its importance.

82) The first ship tunnel of the world is to be built in ____________.
A.Norway
B.Paris
C.London
D.Geneva

Answer A
Explanation The first ship tunnel of the world will be built in Norway. The construction of the
project will start in 2022 and be completed in 2025-2026.

83) When is International day of the victims of slavery observed?
A.March 24
B.March 25
C.March 26
D.March 27

Answer B
Explanation March 25th of each and every year is the designated as International day of the
victims of slavery and the transatlantic slave trade.

84) When was Second Judges Case held?
A.1993
B.1994
C.1995
D.1996

Answer A
Explanation The Union Minister of Law forwards the recommendations to the Prime Minister,
who in turn provides recommendations to the President. The Supreme Court ruled in the "Second
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Judge Case" (1993) that only the Supreme Court of the Supreme Court should be appointed to the
position of CJI.

85) Harega Desh Jeetega Campaign for Tuberculosis is launched in
_______________.
A.September 2019
B.September 2018
C.September 2017
D.September 2016

Answer A
Explanation Harega Desh Jeetega Campaign for Tuberculosis: This campaign was launched in
September 2019 with the highest commitment to eliminate tuberculosis.Saksham Project: This
project was initiated by the Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) to provide psychological
counseling for patients with drug-resistant tuberculosis.

86) When was United Nations Institute for Training and Research established?
A.1963
B.1964
C.1965
D.1966

Answer A
Explanation United Nations Institute for Training and Research was established in 1963 to train
and equip young diplomats from newly independent United Nations member states to equip them
with the knowledge & skills needed to navigate them with diplomatic environment.

87) Where is the headquarters of United Nations Institute for Training and
Research?
A.Geneva
B.New York
C.Hiroshima
D.Paris
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Answer A
Explanation UNITAR headquartered in Geneva & Switzerland, with offices in New York and
Hiroshima.UNITAR is fully funded by voluntary contributions, mainly from UN Member States,
other UN agencies, international and intergovernmental organizations, foundations, nongovernmental organizations and the private sector.

88) Which of the following cities are under the Safety City Project of Nirbhaya
Fund Scheme?
A.Ahmedabad
B.Bangalore
C.Chennai
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The Ministry of the Home Affairs approved the "Safe City" project in 8 cities under
the Nirbhaya Fund scheme. The eight cities are Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Chennai, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Kolkata, Lucknow and Mumbai.

89) Where is Ajanta Caves & Ellora Caves located?
A.Maharashtra
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Karnataka
D.Assam

Answer A
Explanation Ellora is a UNESCO World Heritage Site located in the Aurangabad district of
Maharashtra, India. It is one of the largest rock-cut monastery-temple cave complexes in the
world, featuring Hindu, Buddhist and Jain monuments, and artwork, dating from the 6001000 CE
period.

90) When was National Creche Scheme launched?
A.Jan 1, 2016
B.Jan 1, 2017
C.Jan 1, 2018
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D.Jan 1, 2019

Answer B
Explanation The National Crche Scheme was previously known as Rajiv Gandhi National Crche
Scheme. It is a centrally sponsored scheme that was launched on January 1st, 2017. It is being
implemented by the Union Ministry of Women and Child Development.

91) When was Minstry of Ayush founded?
A.November 2014
B.November 2015
C.November 2016
D.November 2017

Answer A
Explanation The Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy
is purposed with developing education, research and propagation of indigenous alternative
medicine systems in India. The Ministry is headed by a Minister of State, which is currently held
by Shripad Yesso Naik. And the Ayush Ministry is founded in 9 November, 2014.

92) The International Theatre Association (ITI) was established in
_____________.
A.1961
B.1962
C.1963
D.1964

Answer A
Explanation The International Theatre Association (ITI) was established in 1961 to celebrate
World Theatre Day all over the world to increase the value and importance of theatre. On this
day, ITI presides over once a year, and is delivered by selected famous theater actors to share
their views on theater art and its future. In 1962, Jean Cocteau gave the first message.

93) When was Remembrance of Victims of Slavery Day designated?
A.2007
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B.2008
C.2009
D.2010

Answer A
Explanation International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic
Slave Trade is a United Nations international observance designated in 2007 to be marked on 25
March every year.

94) What is the tenure of Chief Justice of india?
A.Until the age of 65
B.Until the age of 60
C.Until the age of 70
D.1 year

Answer A
Explanation The chief justice of India is the chief judge of the Supreme Court of India as well as
the highest-ranking officer of the Indian federal judiciary. The Constitution of India grants power
to the President of India to nominate, and with the advice and consent of the Parliament of India,
appoint a chief justice, who serves until they reach the age of sixty-five or untill removed by
impeachment.

95) Shigmotsav is related to ____________.
A.Maharashtra
B.Goa
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Assam

Answer B
Explanation Shigmo is a celebration for the Goa tribe community to celebrate the "rich rice,
golden harvest". Agricultural communities including Kunbis, Gawdas and Velips are celebrating
this festival, which also marks the arrival of spring.

96) The Indian governments goal is to achieve tuberculosis-free India by
____________.
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A.2025
B.2024
C.2026
D.2030

Answer A
Explanation The Indian governments goal is to achieve tuberculosis-free India by 2025, five
years ahead of the global target date of 2030. To this end, India is trying to expand the scope of
tuberculosis care to detect cases as soon as possible and prevent the emergence of new cases.

97) Office of UNITAR is in _____________.
A.Geneva
B.New York
C.Hiroshima
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation UNITAR headquartered in Geneva & Switzerland, with offices in New York and
Hiroshima.UNITAR is fully funded by voluntary contributions, mainly from UN Member States,
other UN agencies, international and intergovernmental organizations, foundations, nongovernmental organizations and the private sector.

98) In which year does Champion Services Sector (CSS) Scheme launched?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2018
D.2019

Answer D
Explanation 3 On 6th September, 2019, after detailed discussions and deliberations, EFC
accorded e umbrella scheme, the Champion Services Sector Scheme (CSSS) along with proposal
for sectoral schemes of six nodal Ministries/Departments under CSSS.

99) Kumarakom is located in _____________.
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A.Karnataka
B.Kerala
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Goa

Answer B
Explanation Kumarakom is a village on Vembanad Lake in the backwaters of Kerala, southern
India. Its laced with canals, where houseboats ply the waters. Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary is
home to many species including cuckoos and Siberian storks.

100) Central Scrutiny Centre was launched in ___________.
A.2020
B.2021
C.2019
D.2018

Answer B
Explanation Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs, Nirmala Sitharaman virtually
inaugurated Central Scrutiny Centre (CSC) and Investor Education and Protection Fund
Authoritys (IEPFA) Mobile App. The two tech-enabled initiatives have been launched by the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs to leverage digital solutions to achieve the Prime Ministers vision
of Digitally empowered India.

DON'T MISS THESE OTHER USEFUL PDFS

September 2020 Current
Affairs

October 2020 Current
Affairs

November 2020 Current
Affairs

December 2020 Current
Affairs

January 2021 Current
Affairs

February 2021 Current
Affairs

Fresherslive provides current affairs for
competitive exams like UPSC, PSC,
IAS, RRB, IBPS PO Clerk, SBI, RBI,
SSC, PSU, and so on.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

