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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
US Becomes Second Biggest Oil Supplier of India
The United States has surpassed Saudi Arabia to become India's second largest oil
supplier. This shift came after refineries increased their purchases of cheaper U.S.
crude oil to record levels to offset OPEC+ production cuts.
Highlights:
The shift in supply was triggered by lower crude oil demand in the United States. It
coincided that Saudi Arabia voluntarily cut its output by 1 million barrels per day in
accordance with an agreement between the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries and its allies (OPEC+) to maintain a low output.
India's oil imports from the United States, the world's largest oil producer,
increased to 48%, reaching a record 545,300 barrels per day (barrels/day) in
February 2021, accounting for 14% of India's total imports in February.
On the other hand, since January 2021, India's imports from Saudi Arabia have
decreased by 42%, falling to a 10-year low of 445,200 barrels per day.
As a result, Saudi Arabia, which has always been one of India's two largest oil
suppliers, fell to fourth place for the first time since 2006.
India is the world's third largest oil importer and consumer. The country has
repeatedly called on major oil producers to ease supply constraints and help the
global economy recover. India also pointed to Saudi Arabia's voluntary cuts to
promote the rise of global oil prices.
According to data, Iraq is still India's largest oil seller. Even though oil purchases
fell by 23% from a five-month low to 867,500 bpd, they maintained their highest
position. Iraq has also cut its annual oil supply to Indian refineries by 20% in 2021
to fulfill its obligations under the OPEC production agreement.

Indias Foreign Exchange Reserves Now Worlds Fourth Largest
India's foreign exchange trading has become the world's fourth largest foreign
exchange.
Highlights:
India's foreign exchange reserves surpass Russia, becoming the world's fourth
largest foreign exchange reserves.
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India's reserves are sufficient to cover approximately 18 months of imports, thanks
to the scarce current account surplus, funds flowing into the local stock market and
the increase in foreign direct investment.
As of March 5, India's foreign currency holdings had decreased by US$4.3 billion
to US$580.3 billion.
China has the largest foreign exchange reserves, followed by Japan and
Switzerland on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) table.

India Arms Imports Down By 33 Percent
According to a report by the Swedish think tank Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI), India's arms imports fell by 33% between 2011-15 and
2016-20.
Highlights:
Despite the decline in imports, India is still the second largest importer of weapons
after Saudi Arabia.
The decline in weapons imports between 2011-15 and 2016-20 appears to be
mainly due to its complicated and lengthy procurement process and its attempts to
reduce dependence on Russian weapons by diversifying its network of weapons
suppliers.
During these two periods, Russia was the largest supplier of weapons.
Between these two periods, Russia's deliveries fell by 53%, and its share of India's
arms imports fell from 70% to 49%.
The United States was India's second largest supplier of weapons in the 2011-15,
but in the 2016-20, India's imports of weapons from the United States decreased by
46% compared to the previous five years, making the United States India's fourth
largest weapon supply country in 201620.
France and Israel are the second and third largest arms suppliers in 2016-20.
India's plans over the next 5 years:
As India is aware of the growing threat from Pakistan and China, and its ambitious
plan to produce its own main weapons has been greatly delayed, it is planning a
large-scale arms import program.
Based on the excellent delivery of its fighter jets, air defense systems, ships and
submarines, India's weapons imports are expected to increase in the next 5 years.
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Indias Per Capita - National Steel Policy
In Rajya Sabha's written response, the Minister of Steel pointed out that India's per
capita steel consumption is 74.7 kg, compared to the world average level of 229 kg
during 2019-20.
About National Steel Policy:
The "National Steel Policy" issued in 2017 aims to achieve 300 tons of steel
production capacity in India by 2030.
It has a long-term vision to increase domestic consumption, produce high-quality
steel, and make the industry globally competitive.
National Steel Policy Objectives:
Increase crude steel production capacity to 300 tons by 2030-31.
By 2030-31, per capita steel consumption will increase to 160 kg
By 2030-31, domestic production will meet all demands for strategically used highend automotive steel, special steel and alloys, and electrical steel.
Become a net exporter of steel by 2025-26.
Increase the domestic supply of washed coking coal in order to reduce the
dependence on imported coking coal to 50% by 2030-31.
Formulate and implement quality standards for domestic steel products.
By 2030-31, assist the industry to become a global leader in efficient steel
production of energy and raw materials.
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INTERNATIONAL
Quad Leaders For Open, Free Indo-Pacific
Quad (Quadrilateral Security Dialogue) the first ever leadership summit. Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, US President Joe Biden, Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga and Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison attended the virtual
Summit.
Highlights:
At the virtual summit, QUAD leaders emphasized the cooperation between
member countries, aiming to defeat the global pandemic through a joint vaccine
partnership.
During the discussion, helpful appreciation of the Vaccine Maitri initiative was
expressed.
Quad members agree to ensure fair access to vaccines. The United States, Japan
and Australia will fund the vaccine initiative.
Emphasizes the need for an open and free Indo-Pacific region.
Emphasize that the Indo-Pacific region should be governed in accordance with
human rights.
During the summit, the vaccine expert working group, the critical and emerging
technology working group, and the climate working group on technology, capacity
building and climate finance were approved.

Stop Influx From Myanmar - Centre
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has written to the Chief Secretaries of
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh to take appropriate actions in
accordance with the law to check the illegal inflows from Myanmar into India.
Highlights:
The MHA directive was issued when a military coup and subsequent Myanmar
crackdown led to several people crossing the border into India.
MHA stated that the State government has no right to grant refugee status to any
foreigner.
It also reiterated that India is not a signatory of the 1951 UN Refugee Convention
and its 1967 Protocol.
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The Ministry of Health also issued consultations to the Chief Secretaries of
Mizoram, Nagaland, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh and the Border Guarding
Force (BGF) at the India-Myanmar border to stay vigilant and take appropriate
action, In order to prevent the possible influx into Indian territory.
Guidelines have been sent to states to increase the sensitivity of law enforcement
and intelligence agencies to take appropriate and rapid steps to identify illegal
immigrants, restrict their location in specific locations as required by law, obtain
their biographical and biometric information, and eliminate counterfeiting Indian
documents and legal procedures, including the initiation of deportation procedures.

Somalia To Organize Elections UN
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has asked the Somali government to
immediately organize elections in the country on March 12, 2021. The UN Security
Council made this request in a resolution that emphasized the urgent threat to
Somalia's security from Al-Shabaab and armed opposition groups.
Highlights:
The adopted UN Security Council resolution authorized the African Union to
maintain a strong force of approximately 20,000 people in Somalia until the end of
2020. The purpose of this is to reduce the threat of extremist groups and make
federal, sovereignty, unity and stability possible. Somalia.
The purpose of the resolution is to hand over security to the Somali authorities so
that the country can play a leading role in 2021 and assume full responsibility by
2023. The UN Security Council resolution also emphasized the importance of
capacity building between Somali forces and agencies, and authorized the AU
forces.
After failing to conduct the scheduled elections in February 2021, Somali President
Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed (Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed) was under
increasing pressure and the resolution was passed. The election could not be held
because no agreement has been reached on how to vote. Critics also accused
Muhammad of delaying the election because he is seeking a second four-year term.
Somalia is in the Horn of Africa. The country borders Ethiopia to the west,
Djibouti to the northwest, the Gulf of Aden to the north, the Indian Ocean to the
east, and Kenya to the southwest. Somalia has the longest coastline on the Africa.
The country has an estimated population of 15 million and is the most culturally

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 15 - March 21, 2021)

unified country in Africa. 85% of the residents are Somalis. The official languages
of Somalia include Somali and Arabic.

Dispute Between Kenya and Somalia
Kenya refuses to participate in the International Court of Justice in its maritime
border dispute with neighboring Somalia.
Highlights:
The main point of disagreement between the two countries is the direction in
which their maritime boundary in the Indian Ocean should extend.
Somalia's position: The maritime boundary should extend along the land
boundary towards the Indian Ocean (ie, southeast).
Kenya's position: The maritime boundary should be parallel to the equator.
The importance of the disputed area: The area of the triangle resulting from the
dispute is approximately 160,000 square kilometers. It is large and has abundant
marine protected areas. It is also believed to have oil and natural gas deposits.
International Court of Justice: The International Court of Justice (ICJ) was
established by the Charter of the United Nations in 1945 and began its work in
April 1946. It is the main judicial organ of the United Nations and is located at the
Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands). It resolves legal disputes between
countries and provides advisory opinions on legal issues forwarded by United
Nations authorized agencies and specialized agencies in accordance with
international law. Although the courts have no enforcement power and well-known
countries ignore their rulings, their rulings are binding.

India-Brazil-South Africa Dialogue Forum (IBSA) Was Held
India-Brazil-South Africa Dialogue Forum (IBSA) Women's Forum meeting held.
About IBSA:
India-Brazil-South Africa Dialogue Forum was established in June 2003, this
forum is a coordination mechanism among three emerging countries, three multiethnic and multi-cultural democracies.
Its determination is:
Contribute to the construction of new international buildings
Express their voice on global issues
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Deepen their connections in various fields
The establishment of IBSA was formally confirmed by the 2003 "Declaration of
Brasilia", which mentioned the democratic credentials of India, Brazil and South
Africa, their conditions as developing countries and their ability to act on a global
scale. This is the main reason these three countries are united together.
The basic principles, norms and values of the IBSA (India-Brazil-South Africa
Dialogue Forum) are participatory democracy, respect for human rights and the rule
of law.
The Forum does not have a headquarters or permanent executive secretariat to
maintain an flexible and open structure.
At the highest level, it holds Summits of Heads of State or Government.
IBSA's activities are divided into four tracks:
Political coordination
Development of departmental cooperation through 14 working groups
IBSA Poverty Alleviation and Hunger Fund (IBSA Fund)
People to People Forum

Italy Joins International Solar Alliance
The Ministry of External Affairs of India informed that Italy had signed a
framework agreement with India on March 17, 2021 to join the International Solar
Energy Alliance (ISA).
Highlights:
After the amendments to the ISA framework agreement came into effect on
January 8, 2021, the Republic of Italy signed the ISA framework agreement. This
amendment opens the membership of the Solar Energy Alliance to all members of
the United Nations. The ISA framework agreement was signed by the Italian
Ambassador Vincenzo De Luca.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs of India, Harsh Vardhan Shringla, met with the
Italian Ambassador Vincenzo De Luca on March 17, 2021. During the meeting, the
two sides also discussed Italy's current G20 rotating chairmanship. The two
countries also discussed the "Vaccine Original Plan."
Under the "Vaccine War" initiative, India is using its vaccine production and
delivery capabilities to export the covid-19 vaccine to other countries to combat the
crisis caused by the pandemic.
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ISA is an intergovernmental coalition formed by treaties, composed of 121
countries/regions. The establishment of the alliance was initiated by India. Most
member states are sunny countries. These countries are completely or partially
located between the Tropic of Cancer and Mori. However, countries that are not in
the tropics can also join the alliance and take advantage of all membership benefits
except voting rights. The goal of ISA is to effectively use solar energy to reduce
dependence on fossil fuels. This initiative was originally proposed by Narendra
Modi at Wembley Stadium in London in November 2015. In his speech, the Prime
Minister of India called the Sunshine Country Suryaputra, which means "son of the
sun."
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Launch of Mera Ration Mobile App
Launched the Mera Ration mobile application. Ration card holders can use the app
to identify the nearest fair price store
About Mera Ration mobile app:
Ration card holders can use the app to identify the nearest fair price store, view
their rights and details of recent transactions. This is particularly advantageous for
cardholders to move to a new living area. Immigration beneficiaries can register
their migration details through the mobile app. They can register before starting the
journey, and the system will automatically allocate eligible food grains.

Review of Jal Jeevan Mission
Union Minister of Jal Shakti reviewed the progress made during Jal Jeevan's
mission with all State/UTs Water Resources Ministers.
Highlights:
Jal Jeevan Mission is a flagship program of the Union government that aims to
provide every rural household with a tap water connection by 2024.
The 2021 Union Budget will increase the allocation of funds for missions from Rs
11,500 crore in 2020-21 to Rs 500,110 crore in 2021-22.
A total of more than 70 million families (36.5%) of rural households have started
to obtain clean water at home, that is, more than one-third of rural households are
obtaining drinking water through tap water.

Opening Ceremony of Hunar Haat
The opening ceremony of the 27th "Hunar Haat" was held in Bhopal, Madhya
Pradesh.
Highlights:
This is the 27th Haat organized by the Ministry of Minority Affairs and attracted
more than 600 artists.
The Hunar Haats has become a "Mega Mission" of indigenous handicrafts, cuisine
and culture, as well as economic empowerment of master craftsmen and
handicraftsmen.
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In the past three years, these Haats have provided employment and employment
opportunities for approximately 300,000 master craftsmen, artisans and culinary
experts who need help.
The beneficiaries also include a large number of female craftsmen.
The government plans to organize about 100 Hunar Haats nationwide in the next 5
years.
Hunar Haats provides a platform to sell products for craftsmen/artisans in minority
communities.
These Haats are organized by the Ministry of Minority Affairs to encourage
craftsmen to practice indigenous talents or handicrafts.
In addition to providing employment opportunities, they also provide new
businesses for these craftsmen.
These Haats are organized by the Central government's UTTAD (Upgrading the
Skills and Training in Traditional Arts / Crafts for Development) scheme.

Kalanamak Rice Festival to be Held in Uttar Pradesh
The Uttar Pradesh government will organize a three-day "Kalanamak Rice Festival"
in the Siddharth Nagar area of Uttar Pradesh. The festival will start on March 13,
2021. The music festival was organized after the success of the "Jansi Strawberry
Festival" and "Lucknow Jaggery Festival.
Highlights:
Yogi Adityanath, Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, emphasized the need to promote
localized production and provide a market for it to create new income opportunities
for farmers. This festival actually opened on March 13.
Under the "Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan" and "Local for Vocal" activities, a rice
festival was organized to promote, market and brand the selected products as "One
District One Product" (ODOP).
Kala Namak rice is grown in this area and is a product of certain areas in the
eastern part of UP. Therefore, people participating in the festival will be able to
taste dishes made with Kalanamak rice.
They can buy Kala Namak rice seeds and rice from these stalls. During the festival,
visitors will know about the history, nutritional and scientific value and information
about the cultivation of Kala Namak rice. Several dishes prepared by Kala Namak
were displayed at various stalls during the festival. Dishes include prao, kel, lentils,
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cumin rice, poha, vegetables, chickpeas, khichdi, idli, farah.
The festival will also mark a colorful cultural program where local artists and
students will showcase their talents. The program will also provide information on
product cultivation and processing to progressive farmers, FPOs and self-help
groups.
Kalanamak rice is a GI rice from the Siddharth Nagar region of Uttar Pradesh. It
grows in Siddharthanagar, Deoria, Gorakhpur, Maharajganj, Kushinagar, Basti,
Sant Kabir Nagar, Gonda, Bahraich, Balrampur and Shravasti as ODOP.

New Scheme Announced For Tourist Vehicle Operators
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways has announced a new scheme under which
any tourist vehicle operator can apply for an All India Travel Authorization/Permit
online.
Highlights:
After submitting the relevant documents and paying the fee, the permit will be
issued within 30 days after submitting such an application.
The new regulations are called "All Indian Tourist Vehicle Authorization and
Licensing Rules for 2021" and will be applied in April 2021.
The scheme will also integrate a central database and all such authorization/permit
fees, which may give visitors a sense of movement, improve and promote tourism.

Report By Index Monitoring Cell
The Index Monitoring Cell (IMC) submitted its report to the center.
Highlights:
Key recommendations: Before submitting to the FIR for media or publications,
the approval of the Press Council of India should be obtained.
About the Index Monitoring Cell: Established in 2020 by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting. Its task is to improve India's ranking in the World
Press Freedom Index and develop objective standards for measuring media
freedom. The group will also establish a mechanism for States to propose their own
levels of press freedom.
Composition of the IMC: In addition to the Secretary of the Press Council of India
and Niti Aayog, it will include the Director of the Press and Information Bureau,
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the Director of the Registrar of Indian Newspapers, the Bureau of Publicity and
Communications, and officials from the Press Promotion Agency.

Mathematics And Physics Not Mandatory For Engineering - AICTE
The All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) has issued an approval
process manual for the 2021-22 academic year.
Highlights:
The "AICTE Handbook" emphasizes this point; Physics, Chemistry, and
Mathematics will continue to be important subjects in core engineering streams
such as mechanical engineering.
However, for courses such as Textile engineering, Agriculture or Biotechnology,
students may choose not to study these three subjects in class 12.
Those who do not choose these courses will have to make up for it through
university bridge courses.
This rule will be implemented from the 2021-22 academic year.
According to regulations, students who want to apply for certain engineering
courses (such as Textile engineering, etc.) must pass Physics, Chemistry, Biology,
Mathematics, Electronics and IT, Computer science, Technical Vocational
Subjects, Information practice, and Biotechnology , Agriculture, Engineering and
Business research.
The new rules also stipulate that students in the non-reserved category must score
45%, and students in the reserved category must score 40% in order to pass the
12th level.
All-India Council for Technical Education (AICTE):
AICTE is a statutory body and a national technical education council. It operates
under the Department of Higher Education. The council was established in
November 1945. In 1987, statutory status was granted to council in accordance
with the Parliamentary Act.

Increase In Arrests Under UAPA Act
According to data from the Ministry of the Home Affairs (MHA), the number of
people arrested under the UAPA (Unlawful Activities [Prevention] Act) in 2019
has increased by more than 72% compared to 2015.
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Highlights:
In 2019, the most arrested states were Uttar Pradesh (498), Manipur (386), Tamil
Nadu (308), J&K (227) and Jharkhand (202).
During 2016-2019, only 2.2% of UAPA-registered cases were convicted by the
court.
Cases under UAPA are investigated by the State Police and the National
Investigation Agency (NIA).
According to the "UAPA Act", bail is rare, and the investigating agency has up to
180 days to submit the allegation.

Appointment Of State Election Commissioners - SC
The Supreme Court ruled that independents persons rather than bureaucrats should
be appointed as State Election Commissioners.
Highlights:
Case: The Goa government appealed against the Mumbai High Court's order,
which has suspended certain municipal election notices issued by the Goa State
Electoral Commission.
The Supreme Court (SC) has now upheld the High Court's decision on municipal
reservations and instructed the state government to notify the municipalities of
Mormugao, Margao, Mapusa, Quepem and Sanguem of reservations within the
next 10 days.
It also instructed the State Election Commission to complete the election process
by April 30.
Independents, not bureaucrats, should be appointed as State Election
Commissioners. This is necessary because it is "a constitutional mockery" to give
government employees the extra cost of the State Election Commissioners.
States should appoint independent individuals as Election Commissioners across
the country.
About the State Election Commission:
The Indian Constitution is owned by the State Election Commission, which is
composed of the State Election Commission, responsible for supervising, directing
and controlling the preparation of the electoral roll and the conduct of all elections
to Panchayats and Municipalities (Article 243K, 243ZA).
The State Election Commissioner is appointed by the Governor of the each state.
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According to Article 243, the Governor shall, at the request of the State Election
Commission, provide the State Election Commission with the necessary personnel
to perform the functions assigned to the SEC clause (1).
According to the Constitution, the establishment of local self-government
institutions is the responsibility of the states (entry 5, List II, Schedule 7).

NCRMP Is Lanched By The Centre
Initiated by the Center to address the country's cyclone risk. The objective of the
project is to take appropriate structural and non-structural measures to mitigate the
impact of cyclones on Indian coastal states and UTs.
Highlights:
It is implemented by the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) under
the Ministry of Home Affairs and coordinated by the state governments and the
National Institute for Disaster Management (NIDM).
NCRMP project identified 13 cyclone-prone Union Territories (UTs) and States
with varying degrees of vulnerability.
Assisted by the World Bank.
Based on the frequency of cyclone, the size of the population, and the existing
disaster management systems and mechanisms, these states/UTs are further divided
into two categories.
The first category: States with higher vulnerability, namely Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat, Odisha, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal.
The second category: States with low vulnerability, namely Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Kerala, Goa, Pondicherry, Lakshadweep, Daman and Diu, Andaman
and Nicobar Islands.
Components of the Project:
Improve the early warning dissemination system.
Enhance the ability of local communities to respond to disasters.
Improve access to emergency shelters, evacuation and protection from storms,
floods and storm surges in high altitude areas.
Strengthen disaster risk management capabilities at the central, state and local
levels so that risk reduction measures can be mainstreamed into the overall
development agenda.
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Ministry Of Justice Released Tele-Law Initiative
The Ministry of Justice released the second edition of "Voice of Beneficiaries" on
"Tele- Law".
About Tele-Law initiative:
This is a government progrme. People can seek legal advice from lawyers through
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a video conference on the "Tele- Law" portal of the Common Service Centers (the
technical support platform).
Legal services will be provided at the Panchayat level nationwide through the
Common Service Center.
Objectives:
The main objective of the Tele-law initiative is to provide legal advice in a planned
way through the lawyer teams stationed in the State Legal Services Authorities
(SALSA) and CSC.
The project aims to connect citizens with lawyers through video conferencing
facilities for quasi-legal volunteers located in the identified 1800 panchayat.

Mission Sagar IV Arrived At Port Anjouan
INS Jalashwa arrived at Port Anjouan, Comoros to deliver 1,000 Metric Tons of
rice as part of Sagar-IV Mission.
Highlights:
This is the second time an Indian Navy ship has visited the island nation in a year.
Earlier, as part of the "Sagar I" mission, the Indian Navy delivered essential
medicines to the country from May to June 2020. It also deployed a professional
medical team to work with its peers and provide assistance in dealing with dengue
fever related emergencies.
Indian Navl Ship (INS) Jalashwa, the largest amphibious ship of the Indian Navy,
can be transported exclusively to Comoros due to its large capacity.

Natural Agriculture Promoted Bhartiya Prakritik Krishi Padhati (BPKP)
In India, Natural agriculture is promoted as the Bharatiya Prakritik Krishi Paddhati
Programme (BPKP).
About Bharatiya Prakritik Krishi Paddhati (BPKP):
BPKP is a sub-scheme of Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY).
The convention was introduced in 2020-21 to promote traditional indigenous
practices including natural agriculture.
The scheme mainly emphasizes the exclusion of all synthetic chemical raw
materials and promotes:
Recycling of biomass in the farm, mainly covering biomass
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Use of cow dung urine formula
Plant-based preparations
Irregularly carry out soil aeration treatment
Under the BPKP program, financial assistance of 12,200 rupees/ha will be
provided for a period of 3 years for cluster formation, capacity building and
continuous handholding of trained personnel, certification and residue analysis.
BPKP aims to promote traditional indigenous practices and reduce external
purchases.
Benefits of the scheme: Natural agriculture will reduce dependence on purchased
inputs and help reduce the credit burden on small farmers.

Delhi Remains Most Polluted Capital: Report
According to a report by IQ Air, Delhi remains the most polluted capital city in the
world.
Highlights:
IQ Air is a Swiss air quality technology company which specializes in preventing
pollutants in the air and developing air quality monitoring & air cleaning products.
In the 2020 report, 106 countries were evaluated.
The pollution level is a weighted average, which means that the population of a
country affects the reported pollution value.
Of the 106 countries monitored, only 24 countries comply with the World Health
Organization's annual PM 2.5 guidelines
Bangladesh and Pakistan are countries with lower average PM2.5 levels than India
in 2020.
When ranked by cities, Hotan is the most polluted city in China, followed by
Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh.
India:
Delhi's PM2.5 concentration level in 2020 is 15% higher than the level in 2019,
when the city was named the most polluted capital in the world for the second year
in a row.
This is based on data from the Central Pollution Control Board.
The average pollution level in 2020 is 51.9g/m, compared to 58.1g/m in 2019,
making India the most polluted country in 2020, and 2019 ranked fifth.
Out of 15 most polluted cities in the globe, 13 are in India.
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Although it is a pandemic year, 2020 is particularly severe for agricultural burning.
Farm fires in Punjab have increased by 46.5% from 2019.

Mullaperiyar Dam Issue Tamil Nadu
The Supreme Court (SC) has issued a warning to Tamil Nadu (Mullaperiyar case).
Highlights:
The chief secretary of Tamil Nadu will be "personally responsible" and will take
"appropriate action" for failing to provide information about the Mullaperiyar dam
"rule curve" to the supervisory committee appointed by the Supreme Court.
The supervisory committee should issue instructions or take steps to address the
three core safety issues-monitoring and performance of dam instruments, finalizing
the "rule curve" and determining the gate operation schedule-and submit a
compliance report within four weeks.
The Kerala government accused Tamil Nadu of adopting an "outdated" gate
operation schedule dating back to 1939. It also expressed concern about the lack of
proper supervision of the water levels of the dams along the Periyar Tiger Reserve.
About Mullaperiyar Dam:
The Mullaperiyar dam is located at the confluence of the Mullayar and Periyar
rivers in the Idukki region of Kerala.
The Mullaperiyar dam is operated and maintained by Tamil Nadu (TN) to meet the
drinking water and irrigation requirements of its five southern regions.
According to the 999-year lease agreement signed during the British rule, the
management rights have been transferred to Tamil Nadu.
The dam intends to transfer the water from the Periyar River flowing west to the
arid rain shadow area of Tamil Nadu to the east.

India to Form Parliamentary Friendship Groups
The Indian Parliament is discussing a proposal to form a parliamentary friendship
group with friendly countries in order to strengthen bilateral relations.
Highlights:
The information was announced by Lob Sabha Speaker Om Birla during a meeting
with the Ambassador of the Republic of Uzbekistan Dilshod Akhatov in Parliament
on March 16, 2021.
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At the meeting, the spokesperson of Lok Sabha emphasized that both houses of the
Uzbekistan parliament had established an "Indian Friendship Group". He further
pointed out that the proposal to establish a friendship group in the Uzbekistan
Parliament is being considered.
India and Uzbekistan have close friendly relations, and the two countries are also
strategic partners. Over the years, the cooperation between the two countries in the
fields of trade, culture, politics, science, national defense, humanitarianism and
education has been steadily strengthening this relationship.
After Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Uzbekistan in 2015 and 2016, and
Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev visited India in 2018 and 2019, the strategic
partnership between the two countries has also reached a new level.
The spokesperson for Lok Sabha mentioned that the interaction between
democracies and the sharing of best practices will strengthen parliamentary
diplomacy. Both parliaments are working hard to strengthen bilateral relations.
Countries are also cooperating in the field of parliamentary training and capacity
building.
These countries are also concerned about issues such as agriculture, trade, tourism,
health and renewable energy. These regions have great potential to promote
bilateral trade.
Military cooperation between the two countries has also strengthened over time.
The India-Uzbekistan joint military exercise "Dustalik-II" is also a milestone in
promoting cooperation.
DUSTLIK is the first joint military exercise between the Indian army and the
Uzbek army. The first exercise was held in Uzbekistan in 2019. The host behind the
scenes is chaired by the Minister of Defense Rajnat Singh and the Minister of
Defense of Uzbekistan. The focus of the exercise is counter-terrorism.

Amend NCC Act Kerala HC
The Kerala High Court ordered the central government to amend the 1948 National
Youth Corps Act (NCC Act), which prohibits transgender people from joining the
National Youth Corps.
Highlights:
A student submitted a written petition in 2020 against her being excluded from the
university's NCC department on grounds of gender.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 15 - March 21, 2021)

The petition challenged Article 6 of the National Communications Commission
Act of 1948, which allowed only "male" or "female" students.
The central government argued that since there are no regulations on transgender
people, they are not allowed to enter the NCC.
The court disagreed with this position and emphasized that it runs counter to
Kerala's Transgender Policy and other applicable regulations.
Kerala is one of the first states in the country to formulate and implement welfare
policies for transgender people in 2015.
The NCC was established in 1948 (on the recommendation of the H. N. Kunzru
Committee in 1946), and roots of NCC are the uniformed youth entities of the
British era, such as the University Corps or the University Officer Training Corps.
Currently, it has approximately 1.4 million cadets from the Army, Navy and Air
Force wings.

Har Medh Par Ped - Sub-Mission On Agroforestry
The Sub-Mission on Agroforestry (Har Medh Par Ped) Scheme is planned to be
launched in 2016-17.
About Sub-Mission on Agroforestry:
Initiated the scheme to encourage tree planting and crops/cropping systems on
farmland to help farmers earn more income and make their farming systems more
climate-resilient and adaptable.
The 60:40 funding model is implemented between the Center and the State
government. for all States except NE and Hilly states, the ratio of UTs & National
Level Agencies is 90:10, 100%.
Under the scheme, assistance is provided to farmers through the state government
to develop nursery, border planting and monolith planting of important tree species
to promote the nurturing of tree-bearing oilseed fruits, medicinal and aromatic
plants, silk and lac rearing host plants, in addition to wood species, enable farmers
to obtain early returns.

Appointment of Stop TB Partnerships Chairman
The Union Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan, was appointed as the chairman of
the "Stop Tuberculosis (TB) Partnership" Board.
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Highlights:
The Union Health Minister will serve a 3 year term beginning in July 2021 and
will serve as the chairman of the Stop Tuberculosis (TB) Partnership Board.
About Stop TB Partnership:
The Stop Tuberculosis Partnership was established in 2001. Its mission is to
provide services to everyone who is susceptible to tuberculosis and to ensure that
high-quality diagnosis, treatment and care is available to all who need it.
Its partners include international and technical organizations, government
programs, research and funding agencies, foundations, non-governmental
organizations, civil society and community groups, and the private sector.
Its secretariat is hosted by the United Nations Office for Project Services in
Geneva, Switzerland.

Special Trains For Kumbh Mela
Government of India arranged special Trains for Kumbh Mela.
About Kumbh Mela:
Kumbh Mela is listed as the UNESCO's Representative List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.
It has been added to the list in 2017.
Kumbh Mela has celebrated four times in the past 12 years.
Location of Kumbh Mela in India:
Haridwar on the Ganges in Uttarakhand.
Ujjain sails in Shipra, Madhya Pradesh.
Nashik in Godavari, Maharashtra.
Prayagraj is at the confluence of the Ganges, Yamuna and the fabulous Sarasvati in
Uttar Pradesh.
The Mela site continuously rotates between one of the four pilgrimage sites on the
four sacred rivers.

Appropriation Bill Gets The Nod Of Lok Sabha
Lok Sabha has approved the Appropriation Bill, allowing the central government to
withdraw funds from the Consolidated Fund of India for its business needs and the
implementation of various programmes. Speaker Om Birla passed the bill after
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passing the guillotine, which is a legislative mechanism designed to approve the
rapid passage of pending grant requests without discussion.
About Appropriation Bill:
The Appropriation Bill is a money bill that allows the government to withdraw
funds from the Consolidated Fund of India within a financial year to cover its
expenses.
According to Article 114 of the Constitution, the government can withdraw funds
from the consolidated fund only if it is approved by the Parliament.
To put it simply, the "Finance Bill" contains provisions on financing government
expenditures, while the "Appropriation Bill" specifies the amount and purpose of
withdrawals.

Port Blair Commissioned Indian Naval Landing Craft Utility
Port Blair commissioned an indigenously manufactured Indian Naval Landing Craft
Utility L58.
About L58:
The Landing Craft Utility (LCU) L58 is the 8th and last ship of the Landing Craft
Utility (LCU) Mark IV class.
The Landing Craft Utility (LCU) L58 ship was indigenously designed and built by
GRSE in Kolkata.
Landing Craft Utility (LCU) 58 is an amphibious ship that can carry 160 soldiers
in addition to its crew.
The ship has a capacity of 900 tons and can carry various types of combat vehicles,
such as Main Battle Tanks (MBT), BMP, Armored vehicles, trucks, etc.
The ship is 63 meters long and is equipped with two MTA 4,000 series engines
that can propel the ship at a maximum speed of 15 knots (28 kmph).
The Landing Craft Utility (LCU) L58 ship is equipped with an advanced
Electronic Support Measure (ESM) suite to intercept enemy radar transmissions, an
advanced Integrated Bridge System (IBS) and a complex Integrated Platform
Management System (IPMS), so that the ship's navigation can be ordered Station
monitoring and mechanical equipment.
The main equipment of the ship includes two indigenously manufactured 30mm
CRN 91 guns, controlled by a Stabilised Optronic Pedestal (SOP), which is a day
and night electronic front sight produced by Bharat Electronics Ltd. (BEL).
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In addition, the ship is also equipped with six Machine Gun Posts to eliminate air,
surface and unconventional threats.

Water Quality Information Management System - Jal Shakti
The Water Quality Information Management System (WQMIS) is launched by the
Ministry of Jal Shakti.
About Water Quality Information Management System (WQMIS):
The Ministry (as part of the Jal Jeevan Mission) has launched WQMIS in addition
to the framework and guidelines for testing, monitoring and surveillance of
drinking water quality.
WQMIS is an online portal that provides detailed information about laboratories
for this purpose. It also allows people to access data about water quality.
The guide details the tasks to be surveillanced and monitored at the state, district,
block/street, and village level.
The guidelines were developed in consultation with the Indian Council of Medical
Research.
The basic water quality parameters specified in the guidelines are pH, total
dissolved solids, turbidity, chloride, total alkalinity, total hardness, sulphate, iron,
total arsenic, fluoride, nitrate, and total coliforms bacteria, escherichia coli or heatresistant coliform bacteria.

Information About Jal Shakti Abhiyan
The Minister of State Jal Shakti provided information about Jal Shakti Abhiyan of
Lok Sabha.
About the Jal Shakti Abhiyan:
The scheme was launched in 2019 and covers 256 water-scarce districts across the
country.
This "Abhiyan" movement is a mass movement aimed at placing all stakeholders
in the water-saving campaign.
Under this Abhiyan rule, more than 650 million people became part of the state
government, the central government, civil society organizations, Panchayati raj
institutions and communities.
More than 7.5 million traditional and other water tanks and water tanks have been
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refurbished, and a water-saving and rainwater collection structure around Crore has
been established.
Jal Shakti Abhiyan's focus areas:
Water saving and rainwater harvesting
Transform traditional and other water bodies
Reuse water and fill buildings with water
Watershed development
Intensive afforestation

Proposal For Vehicle Scrapping Policy
The Minister of Road Transport and Highways issued a Suo Moto Statement in
Parliament on the proposal for a " Vehicle Scrapping Policy ".
About Vehicle Scrapping Policy:
In order to protect the environment and the safety of drivers and pedestrians, the
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways is introducing a Voluntary Vehicle-Fleet
Modernization Program or Vehicle Scrapping Policy" to establish an ecosystem
that eliminates substandard and polluting vehicles. .
The objectives of the policy are:
Reduce the number of old and defective vehicles.
Reduce car air pollutants to fulfill India's climate commitments.
Improve road and vehicle safety.
Improve fuel efficiency.
Formalize the current informal scrapped automobile industry.
Increase the supply of low-cost raw materials in the automotive, steel and
electronics industries.
The ecosystem is expected to attract additional investment of approximately Rs.
10,000 Crore and 35,000 job opportunities.

Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project National Project Status
The Chief Minister of Rajasthan has requested the Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project
(ERCP) to have national project status. The main advantage of a project that has
obtained the status of a national project is that 90% of the funding for the project
will be provided by the central government. The estimated cost of ERCP is
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approximately Rs. 40 billion.
About the Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project:
Its purpose is to harvest excess water from rivers such as the Chambal River and
its tributaries (including Kunnu, Parvati, and Kalishinde) in southern Rajasthan
during the rainy season and use it for the southeastern part of the state, where water
is scarce for drinking and irrigation.
ERCP plans to meet the demand for drinking water and industrial water for
humans and livestock industries in southern and southeastern Rajasthan by 2051.
It is proposed to provide drinking water to 13 districts in Rajasthan through 26
different large and medium-sized projects and to provide irrigation water for
280,000 hectares of land.
Kota, Baran, Tonk, Jaipur, Bundi, Sawai Madhopur, Ajmer, Jhalawar, Karauli,
Alwar, Bharatpur, Dausa and Dholpur are the 13 districts.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Atmanirbhar Niveshak Mitra Portal - DPIIT
The Department of Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) of the
Ministry of Industry and Commerce is finalizing the special digital portal "
Atmanirbhar Niveshak Mitra ".
Highlights:
The portal is being developed to carry out handholding and facilitation,
information dissemination and facilitation for domestic investors.
The portal will be launched in May 2021.
The webpage will also be available in regional languages and mobile applications
in due course.
It will digitally support investors in the entire process of doing business in India
and help them obtain all the information, starting from looking for investment
opportunities, exploring incentives and taxes applicable to their business,
information and assistances on doing business in India, funding sources,
information about raw material supply, training, management requirements, and
bidding information.
The Central and State governments will provide daily updates of relevant policies
and new initiatives on the portal.
It will provide information about the approvals, permits and clearances required by
the business.
It will also help investors establish connections with various stakeholders on a
single platform such as the Central Ministries, Industry Associations, and the State
Department.
The project belongs to the "Invest in India" organization, which was established in
2009 and is a non-profit enterprise under DPIIT.

ISRO Launched Sounding Rocket RH 560 on 12th March
The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has launched a sounding rocket
named RH-560 on March 12, 2021. The purpose of launching the rocket is to study
the "vertical changes" in the dynamics of neutral wind and plasma.
Highlights:
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The RH-560 rocket was launched from the Sriharikota Range (SHAR) of the
Satish Dhawan Space Center (SDSC). ISRO emphasized that the sounding rocket is
a one-stage or two-stage solid propellant rocket. These rockets are used to probe the
upper atmosphere and conduct space research. Beginning in 1965, ISRO began to
launch locally-made sounding rockets.
ISRO recently announced that it plans to launch an Earth observation satellite on
March 28, 2021, which will provide near real-time border images. This will also
enable rapid monitoring of natural disasters.
The satellite named GISAT-1 will be launched by the "GSLV-F10 rocket" of the
Sriharikota spaceport. The rocket will place the spacecraft in a geosynchronous
orbit, which will then be placed in a geostationary orbit with the help of an airborne
propulsion system. The orbit is about 36,000 kilometers above the earth's equator.
Amazonia-1: In February 2021, the space organization and the Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C51) from the Sriharikota Spaceport launched the main
satellite called Amazonia-1 of Brazil, as well as 18 passenger satellites. This is
ISRO's first satellite in 2021 during the covid-19 pandemic. This is also the first
commercial mission of New Space India Limited (NSIL), which was carried out
with the help of Spaceflight Inc. of the United States of America (USA).

Linking Of OTPRMS Certificates With Digilocker
The Union Education Minister announced that the OTPRMS certificate will be
linked with DigiLocker, and registration fees will be completely waived.
Highlights:
Ministry of Education (MoE) has decided to link the Online Teacher Pupil
Registration Management System (OTPRMS) Certificate with DigiLocker to
ensure worry-free access.
The issued certificate will be automatically transferred to DigiLocker and that can
be found on the website of the National Council for Teacher Education.
The registration fee Rs. 200/- for obtaining the OTPRMS certificate issued by
NCTE has been waived.
This will enable all stakeholders in India to obtain digital authorization, thereby
simplifying business.

Deep Ocean Mission- Multi-Disciplinary Programe
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It is recommended that the " Deep Ocean Mission " be a multi-ministerial, multidisciplinary programe, focusing on the development of deep-sea technology, the
exploration of deep-sea mineral resources and biodiversity, and the purchase of
research ships for exploration, deep-sea observation and capacity building.
About the Deep Ocean Mission
This is a Central Sector Scheme.
The mission time is similar to that of the Indian Space Research Organization
(ISRO) for space research
However, India's Deep Ocean Mission will only focus on researching and
exploring minerals, stones, animate or inanimate entities not discovered in our deep
water bodies
Both humans and robots will be used to perform tasks
Objectives of the Deep Ocean Mission:
Develop technologies for deep-sea mining, underwater vehicles and underwater
robots;
Development of marine climate change advisory services;
Technological innovation to explore and protect deep-sea biodiversity;
Deep sea survey and exploration;
Proof-of-concept research on marine energy and freshwater; and
Establish an advanced marine station for ocean biolog

Largest Floating Solar Farms Being Built In Singapore
The world's largest floating solar farm is being built in Singapore. The country has
resorted to building energy plants along the coast and near entire reservoirs.
Highlights:
Given that this floating solar farm is one of the smallest countries in the world, it is
one of the largest per capita carbon dioxide emitters in India, so it is under
construction. Therefore, in order to adapt to climate change and reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, it is building floating solar farms. The project was built by
Sembcorp Industries.
Renewable energy is a challenge for Singapore because the country does not have
rivers for hydroelectric power.
Wind is not enough to power the turbine. Therefore, with the establishment of
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floating solar farms, the authorities tried to change this concept. Therefore, this
tropical country turned to solar energy.
Since the country's land area is small, only half the size of Los Angeles, the
country has decided to build energy plants near its coast and reservoirs.
Due to climate change, the island nation is threatened by rising sea levels.
Therefore, the country is aware of the urgency of reducing emissions.
In view of this, the Singapore government has announced several "green plans",
including steps to build more charging stations to encourage the use of electric
vehicles, reduce the amount of waste sent to landfills, and plant more trees.
The country also plans to quadruple the use of solar energy by 2025 to reach 2% of
the country's electricity demand, and then increase to 3% by 2030.

Spring Equinox is in 20th March
The vernal equinox is also known as spring equinox. In 2021, it will fall on March
20, 2021. Technically, it will happen at 9.37 am.
Highlights:
March 20 is the most common date for the vernal equinox. However, it can occur
on any date between March 19th and 21st. According to astronomical calculations
of the season, March 20 is regarded as the first day of spring.
The date is based on the two vernal equinoxes and the supreme. The spring of
astronomy will end on June 21, 2021, and is called the summer solstice.
The equinox is named from the equivalent night in Latin. When the equator is the
closest part of the earth to the sun, it marks two points in the year.
At the vernal equinox, the northern and southern hemispheres will share sunlight
equally. This means that in those days, the earth will experience 12 hours of
sunlight and darkness. The way the earth's atmosphere affects the passage of
sunlight also complicates the situation.
The northern or southern hemisphere points more toward the sun, which in turn
increases the temperature in spring and summer for six months of the year.
The vernal equinox is also called the north equinox. Compared with the previous
year, in an ordinary year, the calculated time interval is about 5 hours and 49
minutes later. On the other hand, compared to the previous year, in year is about 18
hours and 11 minutes.
In order to balance the growth of the year with the loss of the year of, the calendar

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 15 - March 21, 2021)

date of the March vernal equinox is between March 19 and March 21. As per
astronomy, the March vernal equinox is regarded as the zero point of sidereal time.
It is considered as a reference for calendars and celebrations in several human
cultures and religions.

World Energy Transitions Outlook Report Was Brought Out
The International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) released the report on
World Energy Transition Outlook.
Highlights:
According to the latest report, the COVID-19 crisis provides countries with
unexpected opportunities to decouple their economies from fossil fuels and
accelerate the shift to renewable energy.
IRENA is an intergovernmental organization whose mission is to promote
cooperation, increase knowledge and promote the adoption and sustainable use of
renewable energy.
IRENA is the first international organization dedicated to renewable energy,
aiming to meet the needs of industrialized and developing countries.
IRENA was established in 2009, its regulations took effect on July 8, 2010, and its
headquarter is located in Masdar City, Abu Dhabi.
IRENA is an official observer of the United Nations.

Removal of Heavy Metals From Water IIT
A research team at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Mandi has developed a
new method to effectively remove heavy metals from water.
Highlights:
Several methods such as chemical precipitation, ion exchange, adsorption,
membrane filtration, reverse osmosis, solvent extraction and electrochemical
treatment have been used to remove heavy metals from sewage. Many of these
methods suffer from high capital and operating costs.
Therefore, due to its high efficiency, low cost and easy operation, adsorption is one
of the most suitable methods.
A research team used a biopolymer-based material to develop a fibrous membrane
filter that helps separate heavy metals from water samples. These membranes
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contain adsorbent materials that adsorb and adsorb metals. These adsorbents
contain large amounts of biopolymer chitosan, which are derived from crab shells
and are mixed with the well-known polymer nylon.
Research funding: The research was funded by the Ministry of Mines of the
Government of India. The researchers used a method called "solution blow
molding," while conventional fiber-based adsorbents are produced by a method
called "melt blowing."
The term heavy metal refers to any metal chemical element that has a relatively
high density (> 5 g/cm 3) and is toxic or toxic at low concentrations. Examples of
heavy metals include mercury (Hg), cadmium (Cd), arsenic (As), chromium (Cr),
thallium (Tl) and lead (Pb)
The human body needs some traces of essential heavy metals, such as cobalt,
copper, zinc and manganese, but excessive amounts are harmful to health. The
heavy metals found in drinking water, such as lead, mercury, arsenic and cadmium,
do not have any beneficial effects on our bodies. In fact, their accumulation in the
body can cause serious health problems.
Metals
Mercury
Cadmium
Lead
Arsenic
Nitrates

Disease
Minamata disease
Itai Itai
Anaemia
Black foot disease
Blue Baby Syndrome

Aligning A Missile Deal With Destination Manila
India and the Philippines signed an "implementation arrangement" for the
"arrangement for procurement of defense materials and equipment." The agreement
lays the foundation for the sale of defense systems through the government-togovernment route.
The Philippines is seeking to purchase BrahMos cruise missiles from India.
About BrahMos:
BrahMos cruise missiles are manufactured by BrahMos Aerospace Limited, a joint
venture between India and Russia.
This is the first supersonic cruise missile to be put into service.
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BrahMos cruise missiles can reach a speed of Mach 2.8 (almost three times the
speed of sound), and its range is at least 290 kilometers (the new version can reach
400 kilometers).
The high speed will make it difficult for air defense systems using surface-to-air
missiles to intercept BrahMos, while making it easier for BrahMos to target and
even neutralize advanced fighter jets.
Efforts are being made to increase the speed and range of the missile in the next
iteration. The goal is to reach supersonic speed (at or exceed Mach 5) with a
maximum range of 1,500 kilometers.

Launch Of US India Artificial Intelligence
US-India Artificial Intelligence (USIAI) program launched
About USIAI:
USIAI is an initiative of IUSSTF.
The Indo-U.S. Science and Technology Forum (IUSSTF) established in
accordance with the agreement reached between the Indian and United States
governments in 2000 is an autonomous bilateral organization funded by the two
governments to promote science, technology, engineering and innovation and aims
to achieve substantial interaction between the government and academia and
industry.
The nodal organization of GOI is the Department of Science & Technology.
The USIAI plan focuses on AI cooperation in key areas that are prioritized by both
countries.
USIAI will become a platform to discuss the opportunities, challenges and
obstacles of bilateral AI R&D cooperation, realize AI innovation, help share ideas
for the development of AI workforce, and recommend models and mechanisms to
promote partnerships.

Indian Scientists Developed High Electron Mobility Transistors
The New technology of High Electron Mobility Transistor will enable India to
become self-reliant in power transistor technology.
Highlights:
Indian scientists have developed highly reliable HEMTs using gallium nitride
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(GaN).
This is the first indigenous HEMT equipment ever that can be used in electric
vehicles, locomotives, power transmission and other areas that require high-voltage
and high-frequency switching.
This will reduce the cost of stable and efficient transistors needed to import power
electronics.
This advanced technology is still the first. It uses a chemical substance called a
ternary oxide (composed of two different metal ions combined in an oxide matrix
or Al, Ti and O), which behaves like a material with a large positive charge
concentration (p-type material).
Eliminates the inherent reliability and performance problems of industrial
technology in the use of electronic mode HEMTs, so that efficient power switching
systems can be developed.
Scientists come from the Department of Electrical Engineering and the
Nanoscience and Engineering Center of the Indian Institute of Science in
Bangalore.
About HEMTs:
The High Electron Mobility Transistor (HEMT) is a normally-off device that can
switch currents up to 4A and work at 600 V.
HEMT is used as a digital on-off switch in integrated circuits.
HEMT transistors can work at higher frequencies (up to millimeter wave
frequencies) than ordinary transistors and are used in high-frequency products such
as mobile phones, satellite TV receivers, voltage converters, and radar equipment.
They are widely used in satellite receivers, low power amplifiers and the defense
industry.

Scientists Have Discovered Artificial Photosynthesis
Artificial Photosynthesis (AP) provides solutions for carbon capture and
conversion.
Highlights:
Scientists have discovered a way to imitate nature's own process of reducing
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, i.e, photosynthesis, to capture excess carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere.
The Artificial Photosynthesis (AP) uses solar energy and converts the captured
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carbon dioxide into carbon monoxide, which can be used as a fuel for internal
combustion engines.
In Artificial Photosynthesis, scientists basically perform the same basic process in
natural photosynthesis, but with a simpler nanostructure. However, to successfully
implement Artificial Photosynthesis, there are many obstacles to overcome.
A team of scientists from JNCASR designed and manufactured an integrated
catalytic system based on a metal organic framework (MOF-808), which includes a
photosensitizer (a molecule that absorbs light and transfers electrons from incident
light to another molecule nearby). The molecule can use solar energy and catalytic
centers, and ultimately reduce carbon dioxide.
The developed catalyst shows excellent visible light-driven reduction of CO2 to
CO selectivity, and the selectivity exceeds 99%.
The catalyst oxidizes water to produce oxygen (O2).
When evaluating the CO2 reduction amount of the photocatalytic module under
direct sunlight in an aqueous medium without any additives, it shows excellent CO
generation performance.
Because it is heterogeneous, the integrated catalytic module can be reused for
multiple catalytic cycles without losing its activity.
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ENVIRONMENT
Fire in Shetrunjay Hills - Reserve Forest Area
A forest fire broke out in the Shetrunjay Hills Reserve in Gujarat. The forest area is
the habitat of the Asian lion in the forest area of the Bhavnagar territory. The fire
engulfed about 200 hectares and then bought it on March 14, 2021.
Highlights:
Officials from the Forest Department of the Bhavnagar Territory emphasized that
the fire broke out in the taxation area of the Kanjarda village in Palitana taluka.
Later it spread to Shetrunjay Dungar to protect the forest. Shatrunjaya or
Shetrunjaya hills are located in the Bhavnagar district of Ballitana, Gujarat.
These hills are located on the banks of the Shetrunji River and are considered
sacred hills by Janas. Its altitude is 164 feet. These hills are similar to other hills
where Jain temples were established in Gwalior, Mount Abu, Bihar and Gilnar. The
hills are bounded by Combut Bay in the south and Bhavnagar town in the north.
The sacred mountain of that Jain religion, Shatrunjaya, consists of 865 temples.
When Liberal gave his first sermon on the top of the mountain, the mountains were
consecrated. Rishabha (Rishabha) is the first tirthankara (tirthankara) of Ja. The
ancient history related to these hills can also be traced back to Pundarika Swami,
the chief Ganadhara and grandson of Rishabha. Swami achieved Nirvana or
Moksha on the mountain.
The Shetrunji River is a river that flows eastward in Gujarat. The river (Shetrunji)
rises in the northeast of Gir Hills. The maximum length of this river is 227
kilometers.

Heavy Sandstorm in Beijing - China
On March 15, 2021, Beijing, the capital of China, was shrouded in strong winds
from Inner Mongolia and other parts of northwestern China.
Highlights:
The China Meteorological Administration announced a yellow warning, stating
that sand & dust storms have spread from Inner Mongolia to Gansu, Shanxi and
Hebei provinces. Beijing's official air quality index also reached the highest level of
500.
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In some areas, floating particles called PM10 reached 2,000 micrograms per cubic
meter. Smaller particles called PM 2.5 that penetrated the lungs also reached
readings of 300 micrograms per cubic meter. This reading is much higher than the
35 microgram standard set by China.
In March and April of each year, the capital Beijing is often hit by sandstorms due
to its frequent proximity to the Gobi Desert and deforestation throughout northern
China.
Gobi: It is a large desert or bushland area in East Asia. The desert covers parts of
North China, Northeast China and southern Mongolia. The Gobi Desert Basin is
surrounded by the Altai Mountains, the Mongolian grasslands and grasslands in the
north, the Taklimakan Desert in the west, the Hexi Corridor and the Qinghai-Tibet
Plateau in the southwest, and the North China Plain in the southeast. The Gobi
Desert is important because there are several important cities along the Silk Road.
The desert is the "Rain Shadow Desert". The shadows are formed by the QinghaiTibet Plateau, which prevents precipitation from the Indian Ocean from reaching
the desert. The desert is the sixth largest desert in the world and the second largest
in Asia.
Mongolia: It is a landlocked country located in East Asia. The area of the country
is roughly equal to the historical territory of Outer Mongolia. The country is located
between Russia in the north and China in the south. In the south, Mongolia borders
the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. However, it has no common border with
Kazakhstan, and the distance between the two countries is only 37 kilometers.

Panel On Mythical Sarasvati River
The center has reorganized an advisory committee to develop a plan to study the
fabulous Sarasvati River in the next two years after the earlier panel of experts
ended in 2019.
ASI established the committee for the first time on December 28, 2017, for a period
of two years.
About Saraswati:
Saraswati river originated in Kapal tirith in Himalayas in the western part of
Kailash, flows south to Mansarovar, and then turns west.
The river flows through Haryana, Rajasthan and North Gujarat.
It also flows through Pakistan, and then merges with the West Sea through the
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Rann of Kutch.
This river has two branches: west and east. Satluj, in the Himalayas, flows through
the current Ghaggar-Patialiwali creek, representing the western branch of the
ancient river.
On the other hand, Markanda and Sarsuti represent the western branch of
Saraswati, namely Tons-Yamuna.
The confluence of the branches is near Shatrana, 25 kilometers south of Patiala.
Suddenly, it flows past dessert (Rann of Kutch) and meets the bay of the West Sea.

Suggestion On Saving Great Indian Bustard SC
The number of birds that died due to collisions with power lines has increased over
time, and the Supreme Court of India made recommendations on behalf of the
endangered Great Indian mixed breed. These power lines pass through the
diminishing natural habitats of Indian Ocean leopards in Gujarat and Rajasthan.
Highlights:
The bench, led by Chief Justice Sharad A. Bobde, will study whether underground
cables can be used instead of overhead power lines to save the heaviest birds.
The court also found another mechanism, that is, installing a bird diverter to guide
the bird away from the power cord is not a cost-effective method.
In fact, this kind of diverter has the nature of repetitive cost, and its cost will be
higher than the cost of installing and maintaining underground pipelines.
Great India bustard: The scientific name of the Indian bustard bird is Ardeotis
nigriceps. This bus bird is found on the Indian subcontinent. This is a large bird
with a level body and long bare legs. It has an ostrich-like appearance. It is one of
the heaviest flying birds. This bird was once common on the arid plains of the
Indian subcontinent. But it was reduced to 250 in 2011, and to 150 in 2018. The
bird is listed as "critically endangered" and is protected by India's "Wildlife
Protection Act 1972".

Project RE HAB Launched in Karnataka
A pilot project RE-HAB (Reduction of Elephant-Human Attacks Using Bees) was
launched in Karnataka, which requires the installation of beehives on the outskirts
of forests and villages to reduce conflicts between humans and elephants. These
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attractions are located on the outskirts of Nagarahole National Park and Tiger
Reserve (a known conflict zone).
Highlights:
The project is an initiative of Khadi and the Village Industry Council (KVIC). This
is a subtask of the KVIC National Honey Mission. It aims to create "bee fences" to
prevent bees from attacking elephants in human living environments. The beehive
can dissuade the elephant without causing any harm to the elephant.
KVIC initiated the "Honey Mission" to provide farmers with awareness, training
and "bee hives" and "bee colonies". The mission was launched in August 2017
under the "Sweet Revolution". The ``Sweet Revolution'' was launched in 2016 to
promote beekeeping and related activities.
Khadi Village Industrial Committee: KVIC is a statutory body established under
the Hardy and Rural Industry Commission Act of 1956. KVIC is responsible for
coordinating, planning, promoting, organizing and implementing plans for the
development of Khadi and other rural industries in rural areas when necessary with
other institutions involved in rural development. It operates under the Ministry of
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises.
Nagarhole National Park: It is also called Rajiv Gandhi National Park. It was
established as a wildlife sanctuary in 1955 and upgraded to a national park in 1988.
It was declared as the 37th tiger reserve in the "Tiger Project" in 1999. There are 51
tiger reserves in India. The newest member on the list is Srivilliputhur Meghamalai
Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu, which was approved in 2021. The park is located in
the Western Ghats and is part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. The Nagarahole
River flows through the park and merges with the Kabini River, which is also the
border between Nagarahole and Bandipur National Park.

Replacement Of Floodgates Of Bhadar Dam Gujarat
The Central Water Commission's dam safety organization recommended replacing
the sluices of the Bhadar Dam that was damaged in the 2015 flash flood. Located in
Rajkot, the Bhadar Dam is the second largest dam in the Saurashtra area, after
Shetrunji Dam.
Highlights:
The Bhadar Dam is located on the Bhadar River in the Saurashtra region of
Gujarat. Bhadar is one of the main rivers in the Saurashtra peninsula of Guaratat. It
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originated near Wadi in Rajkot Region, with an altitude of 261 m above mean sea
level.
The river flows through the Saurashtra region and finally merges with the Arabian
Sea at Naviobandar (Porbandar). The total length of the river is 198 kilometers.
Drainage occupies about 1/7 of the Saurashtra.
Flash flood: Heavy rain is usually related to short-term high-intensity rainstorms.
These are sudden water level surges during or after heavy rainfall. These are highly
localized events in the short term, with high peaks, usually less than six hours
between the onset of rainfall and the onset of the flood peak. When drainage pipes
are blocked or natural water flow is blocked, the flood situation worsens.
Central Water Commission (CWC): The Central Water Commission is the
highest technical organization for water resources development in the country and
an affiliated organization of the Ministry of Water Resources. The committee is
responsible for consulting with state governments, initiating, coordinating, and
promoting plans for the control, conservation, development, and utilization of water
resources nationwide for irrigation, flood management, power generation, and
navigation purposes.

Seabuckthorn Plantation In The Cold Desert
Himachal government decided to start planting sea buckthorn in the cold desert
areas of the state.
Highlights:
About Sea buckthorn:
This is a shrub that produces orange-yellow edible berries.
In India, it is usually found above the tree line in the Himalayas in arid areas such
as the cold deserts of Ladakh and Spiti.
In Himachal Pradesh, it is called chharma locally and grows in the wild in parts of
Kinnaur, Lahaul and Spiti.
This plant covers most areas of Himalayas, Ladakh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim and
Arunachal Pradesh.

Pilibhit Tiger Reserve - Uttar Pradesh
The carcass of a 5-year-old tiger was found in the Pilibhit Tiger Reserve of Uttar
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Pradesh.
Highlights:
It is located in the Pilibhit and Shahjahanpur districts of Uttar Pradesh.
It was notified as a Tiger Reserve in 2014.
It has won the international award TX2 for doubling the number of tigers in the
past 4 years by the year of 2020.
It is part of the Terai Arc landscape in the upper Gangetic plain.
The northern edge of the reserve is along the India and Nepal border, while the
southern border is marked by the Khakra and Sharada rivers.
There are more than 326 species of birds, 127 species of animals and 2100 species
of flowering plants.
Wild animals include tigers, swamp deer, Bengal tigers, leopards, etc.
There are several bodies of water in its high-paying forests, plantations and
grasslands.
Other Protected Areas in Uttar Pradesh:
Dudhwa National Park
National Chambal Sanctuary
Chandraprabha Wildlife Sanctuary
Hastinapur Wildlife Sanctuary
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BILLS & ACTS
Bill Defining The Transfer Of Powers Of Delhi L-G To LS
The bill defining the powers of the Delhi Lieutenant-Governor was introduced by
Lok Sabha.
Highlights:
According to the bill proposed by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), the
"government" in the National Capital Territory of Delhi refers to the LieutenantGovernor of Delhi.
Even when the Delhi Legislative Assembly has the power to make laws, the bill
gives L-G discretion.
It also seeks to ensure that L-G must be given a certain opportunity to comment
before the Delhi cabinet makes any decisions.
The draft bill proposes to amend articles 21, 24, 33 and 44 of the 1991 Act.
The Union Territory of Delhi:
Delhi is a Union Territory with a legislature. It was established in 1991 under
Article 239AA of the Constitution inserted in the 1991 Constitution (Article 69
Amendment Act).
According to current laws, the Legislative Assembly has the power to make laws
on all matters except public order, police and land.

Rajya Sabha Passes MTP Bill
Rajya Sabha passed the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill
(MTP) of 2020. The bill was passed in Lok Sabha in March 2020. The original bill
was enacted in 1971. According to the Indian Penal Code of 1860, voluntary
termination of pregnancy is a criminal offence. The Medical Termination of
Pregnancy Act of 1971 allows doctors (with specific expertise) to terminate
pregnancy for certain reasons.
Highlights:
This Act regulates the conditions under which pregnancy can be terminated.
The bill increases the time during which abortion can be carried out.
If the pregnancy is more than 24 weeks, the woman needs to nod from the medical
board.
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The bill allows abortion on the recommendation of one doctor for up to 20 weeks,
and for certain types of women, abortion can be performed on the recommendation
of two doctors for a period of 20 to 24 weeks.
The opinion of the State-level medical board is important for cases where the
pregnancy is to be terminated after 24 weeks in the event of a major abnormality in
the fetus.
Medical Termination of Pregnancy:Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) is
a legal method of intentionally terminating a pregnancy before the entire
pregnancy. It is also called induced abortion or intentional or voluntary termination
of pregnancy.

The Cabinet Pays Tribute To Bill And Asks To Establish DFI
The Union Cabinet approved a bill to establish a Development Finance Institution
(DFI).
Highlights:
Development financial institutions or development financial companies
organizations owned by the government or charitable institutions that provide funds
for low-capital projects or borrowers cannot obtain funds from commercial lenders.
As of December 2019, there are more than 6,000 brownfield and greenfield
projects that require funding.
The 2021-22 budget provides the institution with an initial funding of Rs 20,000
crore.

RS Passed The NIFTEM Bill
Rajya Sabha passed the National Institute of Food Technology Entrepreneurship
and Management (NIFTEM) Bill in 2019.
Highlights:
The bill declares that food technology, entrepreneurship and management agencies
as institutions of national importance.
The institutes are - (1) National Institute of Food Technology Entrepreneurship and
Management (Kundli, Haryana); (2) Indian Institute of Food Processing
Technology (Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu).
The bill declares these institutions as the National Institute of Food Technology,
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Entrepreneurship and Management.

MMDR Amendment Bill Propesed In Lok Sabha
The 2021 "Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulations) Amendment Bill",
proposed in Lok Sabha.
MMDR bill amended the Mines and Minerals Development and Regulation Act of
1957.
Highlights:
Removal of restrictions on mineral end-uses: The Bill stipulates that no mines may
be reserved for specific end-uses.
Sale of minerals from captive landmines: The Bill stipulates that captive landmines
(except atomic minerals) can sell 50% of their annual minerals production on the
open market after meeting their own needs. The central government can raise this
threshold through notification.
In some cases, auctions are conducted by the central government: The Bill
authorizes the central government to negotiate with the state governments to
specify a time period for completing the auction process. If the state government
cannot complete the auction process during this period, the auction can be
conducted by the central government.
Allocation of mines with expired leases: The Bill says that mines (other than
lignite, coal, and atomic minerals), whose lease has expired, may be allocated to a
government company in certain cases. The state government can grant a lease for
such a mine to a government company for a time period of 10 years or until the
selection of a new lessee, whichever is earlier.
Statutory clearances transfer: The draft bill stipulates that the statutory clearances
of the transfer will be valid for the entire lease term of the new tenant.
Allocation of mines whose leases expire: The Bill states that mines whose leases
expire (except for coal, lignite and atomic minerals) can be allocated to government
companies under certain circumstances. The state government can grant the lease of
such a mine to a government company for a lease term of up to 10 years or until a
new tenant is selected (whichever is earlier).
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PERSONS
Tribute to Ayya Vaikunda Swamikal
PM pays tribute to Ayya Vaikunda Swamikal. Ayya Vaikunda Swamikal
(1809-1851) was a great thinker & social reformer of the 19th century.
Highlights:
Ayya Vaikunda Swamikal (1809-1851) was a great thinker & social reformer of
the 19th century. According to the Prime Minister, the teachings of Ayya Vaikunda
Swamikal have helped society overcome social barriers and unite people. He
emphasized equality. He lived in the princely kingdom of Travancore in the early
19th century.
As the founder of India's early social reform movement " Samathwa Samajam "
(1836), Ayya Vaikundar is regarded as the forerunner of this type of revolutionary
movement in India. He was the first person to install a worship mirror in southern
India. He is a representative of a new path of spiritual thought called "Ayya Vazhi".
He said: "One caste, One religion, One clan, One world, One God". He led an
exciting event called Mel Mundu Samaram.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Sahitya Akademi Awards Was Announced on 12th March
The National Academy of Letters announced the name of the "2020 Sahitaya
Akademi Award" on March 12, 2021. These names were announced during the
opening of the annual "Literature Festival" event.
Highlights:
The award will be awarded to politician writer M Veerappa Moily, poet
Arundhathi Subramaniam and 20 other writers. Subramaniam's collection of poems
"When God is a Traveler" won the grand prize in English.
Veerappa Moily was named Kannada for his epic poems, named "Sri Bahubali
Ahimsa Digvijayam". This list includes seven poems, five short stories, four novels,
two plays, one memoir, and one epic, including 20 Indian languages.
The awards for Nepali, Malayalam, Odiya and Rajasthani languages will be
announced later.
In the "Poetry Category", the award was organized by Harish Menaksi (Gujarati),
RS Bhaskar (Konkani), Anamika (Hindi), Irungbam Deven (Manipuri),
Nikhileshwar (Thailand). Lugu) and Rupchand Hansda (Santali) awarded.
In the "novelty category", Imaiyam (Tamil), Nanda Khare (Marathi), Mahesh
Chandra Sharma Gautam (Sanskrit) and Sri Hussain-ul-Haque were named the
winners. Apurba Kumar Saikia (Assamese), Hiday Koul Bharti (Kashmiri),
Dharanidhar Owari (Bodo), Gurdev Singh Rupana (Punjabi) and Kamakant Jha
(Maithili) won the short story award.
Selection Procedure: These books were selected based on the recommendations of
a three-member jury in the relevant language. They made the final decision based
on the procedures established for this purpose. According to the resolution, the
Executive Board will announce the award based on the unanimous selection of the
jurors or the selection of the majority vote.
The Sahitya Akademi Award is a literary honor in our country India. It was
awarded by Sahitya Akademi, the National Writing Institute of India. The award is
given to the most outstanding literary achievement books, which are published in
any of the 24 major Indian languages, including Hindi, English and the other 22
languages of the Eighth Schedule to the Constitution. The award includes a casket,
which consists of an engraved bronze plaque and a shawl, in the amount of
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1,00,000 rupees.

Grammy Awards Organised in Los Angeles
The 63rd Grammy Awards Ceremony in 2021 will be held in Los Angeles on
March 14, 2021 during the covid-19 pandemic in a way of keeping a distance from
society.
Highlights:
The award ceremony witnessed the first Grammy Awards awarded to Meghan Thee
Stallion and Harry Styles. However, the K-pop band could not win the Grammy
Awards this year, which is disappointing for BTS fans.
At the ceremony, the Dynamite Band performed a Grammy-nominated
performance in Seoul. At the awards party, Beyonce recorded a history because she
became the only female artist ever to win 28 Grammy Awards.
In addition, she received the most nominations (nine) this year. The "Single Lady"
star was awarded "Savage" (together with Meghan Thee STallion) and "Black
Parade".
The album of the year was awarded by Billie Eilish for everything I wanted, and
the album "Folklore" by Taylor Swift was awarded the "Album of the Year".
The song of the year was awarded "I Can't Breathe" by H.E.R. Dernst Emile II and
Tiara Thomas (Tiara Thomas).
On the other hand, Harry Styles awarded "Watermelon" the best pop solo
performance. "Rain on Me" created by Lady Gaga and Ariana Grande won the best
pop duo/group performance award.
Grammy Awards is awarded by the Recording Academy. It recognizes the
achievements of the entire music industry. The trophy for this award depicts a
gilded gramophone. The annual awards ceremony features performances by
outstanding artists and presents popular awards.
The Grammy Awards are considered to be the first and largest of the major music
awards held by the three major networks each year. It is one of the four annual
entertainment awards in the United States.
The other three awards include Oscars (film), Tony Awards (theatre and Broadway)
and Emmy Awards (TV).
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SPORTS
First Indian Fencer to Qualify Olympics - Bhavani Devi
The 27-year-old Indian fencer Bhavani Devi made history and became the first
Indian fencer to qualify for the women's individual saber Olympics. Fencers found
their place in the Tokyo Olympics through the "Official Ranking Adjustment"
method on March 14, 2021. Now, fencers will participate in the Tokyo Olympics,
which are scheduled to be held from July 23, 2021 to August 8, 2021.
Bhavani Devi:
Her full name is Chadalavada Anandha Sundhararaman Bhavani Devi. She was
born on August 27, 1993. The Indian Sabre is supported by the GoSports
Foundation under the support of Rahul's Dravid Athlete Mentoring Program.
In addition to training in Italy, Bhavani Devi also received training at the
Thalassery SAI Training Center of Sagar Lagu, coach of the General
Administration of Sports of India (SAI).
The Indian fencer won the bronze medal at the 2009 Common Wealth
Championship in Malaysia. In 2010, she won the bronze medal at the Thailand
International Open. She also won the 2010 Filipino Junior Riders Asian
Championship.
In 2014, she won the silver medal in the 23-category Asian Championship in the
Philippines and became the first Indian to win the medal. She also became the first
Indian to win a gold medal at the Commonwealth Senior Fencing Championships
in Canberra. In the match, she defeated Catriona Thomson from Scotland in the
semifinals and Emily Ruaux from England in the final. As of September 2020, she
ranked 45th in the ranking with 37.0 points.
The Tokyo Olympics will be held from July 23 to August 28, 2021. The Olympics
were originally scheduled to be held in 2020, but due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Olympics were postponed.
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ARTS & CULTURE
Bamiyan Buddhas-Taliban
In March 2001, the Taliban began to blow up two huge Buddha statues in the
Bamiyan Valley in Afghanistan. Now, 20 years later, the Bamiyan Buddhas have
been brought back to life in the form of 3D projections in an event called A Night
With Buddha.
Highlights:
Bamiyan Buddha is a model of the fusion of Gupta, Sassanian and Hellenistic
artistic style.
It is said that the history of Bamiyan Buddha can be traced back to the 5th century
AD.
They used to be the tallest standing Buddha statues in the world.
They were called by locals Salsal and Shamama.
Salsal - The light shines on the entire universe; Shamama - The queen mother.
UNESCO included the remains on the 2003 World Heritage List
Efforts have been made to use the available debris to restore and rebuild the walls
of the Buddha statue.

Conservation Of Ancient Folk Cultures
In order to protect, preserve and promote various forms of folk art and ancient folk
culture across the country, GOI has established seven Zonal Cultural Centres
(ZCC).
Some of the ancient folk cultures in India:
Hodopathy, Turi Nritya, Paika Nritya, Faguwa Nritya, and tribal dance (Karam
Nritya) are the ancient folk culture preserved in Jharkhand - .
The ancient folk culture preserved in Bihar is Lok Gatha Bihula Bishari; Lok
Gatha Reshma Chuharmal; Lok Gatha Naradi; Bidesia Lok Natya; Godana Painting
(Madhubani), Domkach folk dance; Jharni & Jhinjhia folk dance; Lok Natya HirniBirni; Panwaria, Domkach & Sohar Khilona folk dance; Bihar Ke Paramparik
Natya; Drupad Dhamar, Godna Geet, Sikki Kala, Tikuli Art and Madhubani
Painting.
Daffumuttu, Poorakali, Malayankettu & Kannerpattu, Kanyarkali and
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Arabanamuttu are the ancient folk cultures preserved in Kerala - .
There is no special scheme to preserve these special folk art forms. However, these
ZCCs regularly organize various cultural activities and programs throughout the
country and provide them with annual funding.

Bhaona: A Traditional Form Of Entertainment
The Assam State Assembly has adjusted Bhaona's political statement to oppose the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act and the National Register of Citizens.
Highlights:
Bhaona is a traditional form of entertainment with religious information and is
popular in Assam.
It is the creation of Sankardeva, written in the early 16th century.
The plays of bhaona are often called Ankiya Nats, and their performances are
called bhaona.
Bhaonas is written in Assamese and Brajavali languages.
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OBITUARY
Death of Guru Chemancheri Kunhiraman Nair Kathakali Mastero
Katakali actor Guru Chemancheri Kunhiraman Nair died in Kozhikode, Kerala at
the age of 105. He played an important role in making Indian classical dance
popular in Kerala.
Guru Chemancheri Kunhiraman Nair:
Guru Chemancheri Kunhiraman Nair was born on June 16, 1916. He studied at
Kalladikkodan School in Kathakali, specializing in the "Kalladikodan" style.
Kalladikodan Shailee was created by Chathu Panicker Aasaan and it is one of the 3
main styles of Katakali. The other two are Vettathu and Kaplingadu.
The Kalladikodan style places equal emphasis on the three aspects of nritta (the
basic form of dance moves), nritya (expressive elements, namely handprints or
gestures), and natya (the dramatic elements of dance, that is, imitating characters).
One of his most popular portrayals on stage is Lord Krishna and Lord Sudama
(known as Kuchela, mainly in southern India). Master Chemancheri won the Padma
Shri Award in 2017.
Kathakali:
Kathakali is one of the eight classical dances in India. It combines dance, music
and performance. Dance involves the dramatization of stories, mainly adapted from
Indian epics. The usual roles include kings, gods and demons, singers tell legends,
and percussion plays instruments. Kathakali involves the use of heavy cosmetics
and stunning costumes (exquisite masks, large skirts, and large headdresses).
8mDifferent facial colors are used to indicate different psychological stages and
personalities, such as green aristocracy, black evil, and red patches (combining
royal and evil).
Eight Classical Dances: Bharatnatyam - Tamil Nadu, Kathak - North India,
Kathakali - Kerala, Mohiniyattam - Kerala, Kuchipudi - Andhra Pradesh, Odissi Odisha, Sattriya - Assam, Manipuri - Manipur.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Global Ayurveda Festival from 12th 19th March
The Prime Minister delivered a speech at the 4th Global Ayurveda Festival. The 4th
Global Ayurveda Festival (GAF 2021) aims to discuss and develop Ayurveda on a
global scale.
About Global Ayurveda Festival:
The 4th Global Ayurveda Festival (GAF 2021) aims to discuss and develop
Ayurveda on a global scale. This is a virtual gathering that will be held in March 12
19, 2021.
The event demonstrated that Ayurveda, as a global treatment programe, will
become a meeting place for people all over the world who are working hard to
achieve this goal.
The festival was originally scheduled to be held in Angamaly, Kerala in May 2020,
but it was postponed due to the pandemic.
Led by the Ayurveda Medical Association of India (AMAI) Centre for Innovation
in Science and Social Action (CISSA), the Ayurveda Hospital Management
Association organized the conference in collaboration with 14 organizations.
The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry is a festival and
industry partner.
The conference (including many seminars) will focus on the relevance of
Ayurveda in the post-COVID world and the potential of Ayurveda in enhancing
immunity.
The exhibition will be held online and there will be booths of Ayurvedic
companies from all over the world.

First Summit of BRICS CGETI
The first meeting of the BRICS Contact Group on Economic and Trade Issues was
held.
Highlights:
The BRICS Contact Group on Economic and Trade Issues chaired the first meeting
under the auspices of India. This year theme of the BRICS is-BRICS @ 15- Intra
BRICS Cooperation for Continuity, Consolidation, and Consensus.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 15 - March 21, 2021)

India And Finland Virtual Summit Bilateral Issues
The Prime Ministers of India and Finland held a virtual summit to discuss the entire
range of bilateral issues and other regional and multilateral issues of mutual
interest.
Highlights:
Both leaders pointed out that the close relationship between Finland and India is
based on the common values of democracy, rule of law, equality, freedom of
speech and respect for human rights.
They reaffirmed their firm commitment to multilateralism, a rules-based
international order, sustainable development and climate change.
Leaders exchanged views on regional and global issues, including Indo-European
partnership, Arctic cooperation, WTO and UN reforms.
Both sides pointed out the potential of India and Finland to cooperate in
developing activities in Africa.
Prime Minister of India invited Finland to join the International Solar Alliance
(ISA) and Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).

India Chem-2021 Held On 17th 19th March 2021
India Chem-2021 is scheduled to be held in March 17th - 19th 2021.
About India Chem-2021:
This is the largest event in the chemical and petrochemical industry in the AsiaPacific region, and it is currently the 11th edition.
It is jointly organized by the Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals of the
Government of India and FICCI.
The event is expected to demonstrate great potential and supportive government
policies to promote the sustainable growth of the industry and provide a platform
for domestic and foreign investors and other stakeholders to interact and form
alliances.
The theme of India Chem-2021 - "India: Global Manufacturing Hub for Chemicals
and Petrochemicals ".

International Conference On Disaster Resilient Infrastructure
Prime Minister Narendra Modi delivered a speech at the opening ceremony of the
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International Disaster Resilient Infrastructure Conference via video conference.
Highlights:
The Prime Minister of Fiji, the Prime Minister of Italy, and the Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom attended the meeting.
Governments, experts from academic institutions, international organizations and
the private sector also participated in the conference.
About Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure:
CDRI was initiated by Prime Minister Modi at the United Nations Climate Action
Summit in September 2019.
The idea behind CDRI was announced by PM at the Asian Ministerial Conference
on Disaster Risk Reduction in 2016.
In India, he announced his intention to cooperate with partner countries and
important stakeholders to create an coalition to achieve his ambition to improve the
disaster recovery capabilities of infrastructure.
Its secretariat is in New Delhi.
It is a platform for knowledge generation and exchange, and plans for specific
countries and the world will also be developed.
CDRI will provide member countries with technical support and capacity
development, research and knowledge management, as well as advocacy and
partnerships to support and promote investment in disaster-resilient infrastructure
systems.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Consumer Rights Day is on 15th March
On March 15, 2020, World Consumer Rights Day was celebrated globally to
protect the rights of consumers. The purpose of this day is to raise people's
awareness of consumer needs and rights, and to ensure that they will not suffer
from social injustice or market abuse that may undermine their rights.
Highlights:
Countries around the world commemorate World Consumer Rights Day by
holding human rights conferences and discussing various ways to protect consumer
rights.
World Consumer Rights Day was commemorated for the first time on March 15,
1983. Since then, this day of the year has been called World Consumer Rights Day.
The theme of World Consumer Rights Day (2019) is "Trusted Smart Products".
This theme emphasizes consumer demand for IoT products such as smart phones
and wearable devices. The theme of World Consumer Rights Day 2020 is
"Sustainable Consumers".
Parliament passed the Consumer Protection Act 2019 in the month of August 2019
which replaces the 1986 Consumer Protection Act. India celebrates December 24th
every year as National Consumer Day.
The inspiration for World Consumer Rights Day came from US President John F
Kennedy. He sent a special message to the US Congress on March 15, 1962, in
which he formally talked about consumer rights.
The consumer movement originally set this date in 1983 and at present uses this
day every year to mobilize action on important issues and activities.
Theme for 2021 is: Tackle Plastic Pollution.

International Day of Action For Rivers is Designated on 14th March
Celebrate International River Action Day on March 14 to raise awareness of the
importance of rivers and climate change.
Highlights:
On this day, communities and individuals around the world work together to
express their opposition to destructive water development projects, health and
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sustainable management of watersheds.
The day was earlier known as "International Dam Day" to commemorate rivers,
water and life. In India, some projects to protect rivers or oppose the construction
of dams have also been initiated. Narmada Bachao Andolan is one of them.
Participants of the First International Conference of Dam Influencers, held in
Curitiba, Brazil in March 1997, passed the "International Day of Action on Dams
and Rivers, Water and Life".
Representatives of 20 countries decided to designate the International Day of
Action as the "Day of Action Against Large Dams" in Brazil on March 14.
The main purpose of facilitating this day is to make a concerted voice to oppose
destructive water development projects, restore the health of the basin, and demand
fair and sustainable management of our rivers.
Theme 2021: Rights of Rivers.

National Vaccination Day Is On 16th March
March 16th is celebrated as National Vaccination Day.
Highlights:
National Vaccination Day is also called as National Immunization Day.
A celebration is held on March 16th every year to convey the importance of
vaccination to the entire country.
This date was first observed in 1995 (the year that India launched the "Pulse Polio"
program).
Theme: The theme of 2021 is both the eradication of polio and the current threat of
COVID-19.
Immunization: In the process, the individual's immune system is strengthened to
resist external harmful factors. The vaccine trains a person's immune system to
produce antibodies.

Ordnance Factory Day is on 18th March
March 18, 2021 is the anniversary of the establishment of the 220th Ordnance
Factory. India regards March 18th as Ordnance Factory Day every year. The first
ordnance factory was established in Kolkata in 1801. There are 41 ordnance
factories in the country.
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History:
The history of the ordnance factory is directly related to the British rule in India. In
1775, the Ordnance Factory Committee was established in Williamsburg, Calcutta,
which still governs the country's ordnance factories.
Before India's independence, there were 18 ordnance factories. The Board of
Directors of the Ordnance Factory was established in 1979.
The Ordnance Factory Committee operates under the Ministry of Defense. It is the
largest and oldest government-run defense organization. The board of directors has
always been called the fourth branch of national defense. It is the 37th largest
weapons manufacturer in the world.
The committee is responsible for the manufacture of small arms, missiles, rocket
launchers, chemicals, explosives, landmines, grenades, anti-tank warfare, etc.
The board of directors representing the Indian government generated US$2 billion
in revenue in 2017-18.

World Sparrow Day is on 20th March
Every March 20th is regarded as "World Sparrow Day" to raise people's awareness
of this bird. This day was first celebrated in 2010. The initiative was initiated by the
"Forever Nature Association" in India.
Highlights:
In India, sparrows are spread all over the country, all the way to the valleys of
Assam and the lower parts of Assam mountains. To the east in the Himalayas, this
species was replaced by the Eurasian tree sparrow.
Scientific name-Passer domesticus
Conservation status-the least concerned issue in the Red List of the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
Habitat and distribution - Sparrows can be found all over the world, except for
Antarctica, China and Japan, on all continents. It is native to Eurasia and North
Africa. It is the national bird of Bihar and Delhi.
As we all know, it is close to human settlements, so it is one of the most common
birds in cities.
Some of the reasons for its population decline are as follows: The construction of
our house is not friendly, Use chemical fertilizers in crops, noise pollution, Exhaust
emissions from vehicles.
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World Forestry Day is on 21st March
In this year, the United Nations celebrated International Day of Forests on March
21. Since 2012, this day has been celebrated. The purpose of this day is to raise
people's awareness and importance of forests. The day also focused on the
importance of trees outside the forest. Likewise, celebrate this day to save the
forest.
Highlights:
The idea of the International Day of Forests was put forward at the 23rd Congress
of the European Agricultural Federation.
March 21 is chosen as the International Forest Day because it is the vernal equinox
in the northern hemisphere and the autumnal equinox in the southern hemisphere.
When the earth enters its first spring, the vernal equinox will occur.
More than 13 million hectares of forest are lost every year. Large-scale
deforestation causes 12% to 18% of world carbon emissions.
The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) proclaimed 21st March as the
World Forests Day. The United Nations Forum on Forests and the Food and
Agriculture Organization are the main organizers of Forest Day.
Forest day is observed to raise awareness of the importance of all types of forests.
The theme of each International Forest Day is selected by the Forest Partnership.
Theme for the year 2021: Forest restoration: a path to recovery and well-being

World Down Syndrome Day is on 21st March
The world celebrates World Down Syndrome Day on March 21 every year. The
General Assembly of the United Nations declared 2011 as the anniversary. Down
syndrome refers to the days when a person has an extra or partial copy of
chromosome 21. The purpose of celebrating this day is to raise public awareness of
Down syndrome.
Highlights:
In December 2011, the United Nations General Assembly passed Resolution
A/RES/66/149, proclaiming March 21 as World Down Syndrome Day. March 21 is
the world's first Down Syndrome Memorial Day. 2012. They believe that it is
necessary to raise people's awareness of Down syndrome.
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To commemorate this day, the General Assembly invited all member states,
relevant organizations of the United Nations system and other international
organizations, and civil society, including non-governmental organizations and the
private sector, in an appropriate manner.
The World Down Syndrome Day was observed on the 21st day of the 3rd month
because it was selected to indicate the uniqueness of the triploid (trisomy) of the
21st chromosome that causes Down Syndrome.
Down syndrome is also called trisomy 21. This is an inherited disease caused by
abnormal cell divisions, resulting in extra complete or partial duplication of
chromosome 21. It is just an additional genetic material that can cause some
changes in people, including developmental abnormalities. Changes, physical
characteristics.
The severity of Down syndrome varies from individual to individual, leading to
lifelong intellectual disability and developmental delays. Down syndrome is the
most common genetic disease that causes learning disabilities in children. It can
also cause other medical abnormalities, such as heart and gastrointestinal diseases.
Theme of the year 2021: We Decide.

World Poetry Day is on 21st March
World Poetry Day is celebrated on March 21 every year in the world.
Highlights:
During the UNESCO meeting held in Paris in 1999, it was decided to designate
March 21 as "World Poetry Day". One of the main goals of Poetry Day is to
support linguistic diversity through poetry and provide opportunities for
endangered languages to be heard in the community. The day also encourages the
oral tradition of poetry recitation and poetry teaching. The United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) designated March 21
as World Poetry Day for the first time at the 30th General Assembly held in Paris in
1999.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
MoU On Cooperation In Sports Between India and Maldives
The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved a
memorandum of understanding on cooperation between India and Maldives in
sports and youth affairs on March 16, 2021.
Highlights:
The memorandum of understanding on cooperation in sports and youth affairs was
signed in November 2020. The memorandum was signed by the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports of India and the Ministry of Youth, Sports and Community
Empowerment of Maldives.
The bilateral exchange program between the two countries in the field of sports
and youth affairs under the memorandum of understanding will help expand the
expertise of sports science, sports medicine, coaching techniques, and participation
in youth festivals and camps.
In turn, this will lead to an improvement in the performance of Indian athletes in
international competitions. The memorandum of understanding will also strengthen
bilateral relations between the two countries.
The Memorandum of Understanding will benefit all Indian athletes from the
region, caste, belief, gender and religion.
After the Maldives gained independence from British rule in 1966, India and
Maldives established diplomatic relations. India is the first country to recognize the
independence of the island nation. Since then, the two countries have developed
close strategic, economic, military and cultural relations.
The two countries signed the "Maritime Boundary Treaty" in December 1976,
reaching an agreement on the maritime boundary. The treaty placed "Minicoy
Island" on the side of India's border.
The two countries signed a comprehensive trade agreement in 1981. These two
countries are founding members of the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) and the South Asian Economic Association. They are also
signatories of the South Asia Free Trade Agreement.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Who received Sahitya Award 2020 (In Poetry Category) for Gujarati?
A.Harish Meenashru
B.RS Bhaskar
C.Anamika
D.Irungbam Deven

Answer A
Explanation In the Poetry Category, the award was given to Harish Menaksi (Gujarati). Harish
Krishnaram Dave, better known by his pen name Harish Meenashru, is a Gujarati language poet
and translator from Gujarat, India. He is best known as a postmodern poet in Gujarati literature.

2) In Which of the following area does the Kalanamak rice grow?
A.Siddharth Nagar
B.Kushinagar
C.Sant Kabir Nagar
D.All the above

Answer C
Explanation Kalanamak rice is a GI rice from the Siddharth Nagar region of Uttar Pradesh. It
grows in Siddharthanagar, Deoria, Gorakhpur, Maharajganj, Kushinagar, Basti, Sant Kabir
Nagar, Gonda, Bahraich, Balrampur and Shravasti as ODOP.

3) Who received Sahitya Award 2020 (In Poetry Category) for Konkani?
A.Harish Meenashru
B.RS Bhaskar
C.Anamika
D.Irungbam Deven

Answer B
Explanation Veteran poet from Kerala R S Bhaskar won the Sahitya Akademi award 2020 for
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his collection of poems 'Yugparivartanacho Yatri' in the Konkani section

4) Who received Sahitya Award 2020 (In Poetry Category) for Manipuri?
A.Irungbam Deven
B.Rupchand Hansda
C.Anamika
D.Harish Meenashru

Answer A
Explanation Manipurs eminent author and poet Dr Irungbam Deven will be conferred the
Sahitya Akademi Award 2020 for his poem Malangbana Kari Hai. Author Deven is currently
teaching MBBS students at the Regional Institute of Medical Sciences, Imphal.

5) Which of the following is not under QUAD Dialogue?
A.India
B.US
C.Japan
D.None of the above

Answer D
Explanation The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD, also known as the Quad) is an informal
strategic dialogue between the United States, Japan, Australia and India that is maintained by
talks between member countries.

6) Who received Sahitya Award 2020 (In Novelty Category) for Tamil?
A.Imaiyam
B.Nanda Khare
C.Mahesh Chandra Sharma Gautam
D.Apurba Kumar Saikia

Answer A
Explanation Imaiyam, a Tamil writer who calls himself a writer of the Dravidian movement,
captures the stark reality of the caste system and the life of Mahadalits. His novel Sellatha Panam
won 2020 Sahitya Akademi Award.
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7) Who received Sahitya Award 2020 (In Novelty Category) for Sanskrit?
A.Imaiyam
B.Nanda Khare
C.Mahesh Chandra Sharma Gautam
D.Apurba Kumar Saikia

Answer C
Explanation In the novelty category, Mahesh Chandra Sharma Gautam awrded Sahitya akademi
award for his novel Vaishali in Sanskrit..

8) What is the life period of Ayya Vaikunda Swamikal?
A.1809-1852
B.1809-1853
C.1809-1859
D.1809-1851

Answer D
Explanation Ayya Vaikunda Swamikal (1809-1851) was a great thinker & social reformer of the
19th century. According to the Prime Minister, the teachings of Ayya Vaikunda Swamikal have
helped society overcome social barriers and unite people.

9) Who received Sahitya Award 2020 (In Novelty Category) for Bodo?
A.Imaiyam
B.Nanda Khare
C.Mahesh Chandra Sharma Gautam
D.Dharanidhar Owari

Answer D
Explanation Bodo language Dharanidhar Owari awarded Sahitya akademi award for his short
story. He died when he was 70. He received Sahitya Akademi Award for his novel in Bodo
language, Menhur. He also received Sameswari Memorial Award.
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10) Who received Sahitya Award 2020 (In Novelty Category) for Punjabi?
A.Imaiyam
B.Nanda Khare
C.Mahesh Chandra Sharma Gautam
D.Gurdev Singh Rupana

Answer D
Explanation The winner of Sahitya Akademi award for 2020, Rupana is a noted Punjabi prose
writer. The award was conferred on him for his anthology of stories, Aam Khaas.

11) When will be the Atmanirbhar Niveshak Mitra Portal launched?
A.Mar 2021
B.May 2021
C.Apr 2021
D.Dec 2021

Answer B
Explanation The portal is being developed to carry out handholding and facilitation, information
dissemination and facilitation for domestic investors. The portal will be launched in May 2021.

12) Where did 63rd Grammy Awards happen in 2021?
A.Los Angeles
B.New York
C.London
D.Paris

Answer A
Explanation The 63rd Grammy Awards Ceremony in 2021 will be held in Los Angeles on
March 14, 2021 during the covid-19 pandemic in a way of keeping a distance from society.

13) When was Indian Fencer Bhavani Devi born?
A.August 27, 1993
B.August 26, 1993
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C.August 25, 1993
D.August 24, 1993

Answer A
Explanation Her full name is Chadalavada Anandha Sundhararaman Bhavani Devi. She was
born on August 27, 1993. The Indian Sabre is supported by the GoSports Foundation under the
support of Rahul's Dravid Athlete Mentoring Program.

14) Beijing is capital of _____________.
A.China
B.Japan
C.Russia
D.Germany

Answer A
Explanation On March 15, 2021, Beijing, the capital of China, was shrouded in strong winds
from Inner Mongolia and other parts of northwestern China.

15) Where did Bhavani Devi Won Common Wealth Championship?
A.Malaysia
B.Singapore
C.Los Angeles
D.Paris

Answer A
Explanation The Indian fencer won the bronze medal at the 2009 Common Wealth
Championship in Malaysia. In 2010, she won the bronze medal at the Thailand International
Open. She also won the 2010 Filipino Junior Riders Asian Championship.

16) Where is Shetrunjay Hills located?
A.Gujarat
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Andhra Pradesh
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D.Kerala

Answer A
Explanation A forest fire broke out in the Shetrunjay Hills Reserve in Gujarat. The forest area is
the habitat of the Asian lion in the forest area of the Bhavnagar territory. The fire engulfed about
200 hectares and then bought it on March 14, 2021.

17) When Bhavani Devi won bronze medal at the Thailand International
Open?
A.2010
B.2012
C.2014
D.2016

Answer A
Explanation The Indian fencer won the bronze medal at the 2009 Common Wealth
Championship in Malaysia. In 2010, she won the bronze medal at the Thailand International
Open. She also won the 2010 Filipino Junior Riders Asian Championship.

18) What is the altitude of Shetrunjay Hills?
A.164 feet
B.163 feet
C.132 feet
D.211 feet

Answer A
Explanation These hills are located on the banks of the Shetrunji River and are considered sacred
hills by Janas. Its altitude is 164 feet. These hills are similar to other hills where Jain temples
were established in Gwalior, Mount Abu, Bihar and Gilnar. The hills are bounded by Combut
Bay in the south and Bhavnagar town in the north.

19) Where did did Bhavani Devi won the silver medal in the 23-category Asian
Championship?
A.Los Angeles
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B.Philippines
C.Paris
D.New York

Answer B
Explanation The Indian fencer won the bronze medal at the 2009 Common Wealth
Championship in Malaysia. In 2010, she won the bronze medal at the Thailand International
Open. She also won the 2010 Filipino Junior Riders Asian Championship.In 2014, she won the
silver medal in the 23-category Asian Championship in the Philippines and became the first
Indian to win the medal. She also became the first Indian to win a gold medal at the
Commonwealth Senior Fencing Championships in Canberra. In the match, she defeated Catriona
Thomson from Scotland in the semifinals and Emily Ruaux from England in the final.

20) When Bhavani Devi won bronze medal at the Filipino Junior Riders Asian
Championship?
A.2010
B.2009
C.2008
D.2007

Answer A
Explanation The Indian fencer won the bronze medal at the 2009 Common Wealth
Championship in Malaysia. In 2010, she won the bronze medal at the Thailand International
Open. She also won the 2010 Filipino Junior Riders Asian Championship.

21) When did Bhavani Devi won the silver medal in the 23-category Asian
Championship?
A.2014
B.2015
C.2016
D.2017

Answer A
Explanation The Indian fencer won the bronze medal at the 2009 Common Wealth
Championship in Malaysia. In 2010, she won the bronze medal at the Thailand International
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Open. She also won the 2010 Filipino Junior Riders Asian Championship. In 2014, she won the
silver medal in the 23-category Asian Championship in the Philippines and became the first
Indian to win the medal.

22) What is the maximum length of Shetrunji River?
A.226 kilometers
B.227 kilometers
C.228 kilometers
D.229 kilometers

Answer B
Explanation The Shetrunji River is a river that flows eastward in Gujarat. The river (Shetrunji)
rises in the northeast of Gir Hills. The maximum length of this river is 227 kilometers.

23) The river (Shetrunji) rises in the _____________ of Gir Hills.
A.northeast
B.southeast
C.northwest
D.southwest

Answer A
Explanation The Shetrunji River is a river that flows eastward in Gujarat. The river (Shetrunji)
rises in the northeast of Gir Hills. The maximum length of this river is 227 kilometers.

24) Which is India's largest Oil seller?
A.Iraq
B.US
C.Saudi
D.None

Answer A
Explanation According to data, Iraq is still India's largest oil seller. Even though oil purchases
fell by 23% from a five-month low to 867,500 bpd, they maintained their highest position. Iraq
has also cut its annual oil supply to Indian refineries by 20% in 2021 to fulfill its obligations
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under the OPEC production agreement.

25) When did Bhavani Devi Won Common Wealth Championship?
A.2009
B.2010
C.2011
D.2012

Answer A
Explanation The Indian fencer won the bronze medal at the 2009 Common Wealth
Championship in Malaysia. In 2010, she won the bronze medal at the Thailand International
Open. She also won the 2010 Filipino Junior Riders Asian Championship.

26) Gobi is the largest desert in ____________.
A.East Asia
B.West Asia
C.South Asia
D.North Asia

Answer A
Explanation Gobi: It is a large desert or bushland area in East Asia. The desert covers parts of
North China, Northeast China and southern Mongolia.

27) The Gobi desert is the _____________ largest desert in the Asia.
A.5th
B.6th
C.2nd
D.1st

Answer C
Explanation The Gobi Desert Basin is surrounded by the Altai Mountains, the Mongolian
grasslands and grasslands in the north. It is 2nd largest desert in the Asia.
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28) The Gobi desert is the _____________ largest desert in the world.
A.5th
B.6th
C.2nd
D.1st

Answer B
Explanation Gobi desert is 6th largest in the world. The Gobi Desert is important because there
are several important cities along the Silk Road.

29) River Sarasvati in India flows through ___________.
A.Haryana
B.Rajasthan
C.North Gujarat
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Saraswati river originated in Kapal tirith in Himalayas in the western part of
Kailash, flows south to Mansarovar, and then turns west.The river flows through Haryana,
Rajasthan and North Gujarat.It also flows through Pakistan, and then merges with the West Sea
through the Rann of Kutch.

30) When was AICTE established?
A.November 1942
B.November 1943
C.November 1944
D.November 1945

Answer D
Explanation AICTE is a statutory body and a national technical education council. It operates
under the Department of Higher Education. The council was established in November 1945. In
1987, statutory status was granted to council in accordance with the Parliamentary Act.

31) When was Index Monitoring Cell established?
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A.2019
B.2020
C.2017
D.2018

Answer A
Explanation About the Index Monitoring Cell:Established in 2020 by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting.Its task is to improve India's ranking in the World Press Freedom
Index and develop objective standards for measuring media freedom.

32) IUCN Status of Great Indian Bustard _____________.
A.critically endangered
B.endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.extinct

Answer A
Explanation Great India bustard: The scientific name of the Indian bustard bird is Ardeotis
nigriceps. This bus bird is found on the Indian subcontinent. This is a large bird with a level body
and long bare legs. It has an ostrich-like appearance. It is one of the heaviest flying birds. This
bird was once common on the arid plains of the Indian subcontinent. But it was reduced to 250 in
2011, and to 150 in 2018. The bird is listed as "critically endangered" and is protected by India's
"Wildlife Protection Act 1972".

33) Guru Chemancheri Kunhiraman Nair was born on ____________.
A.June 16, 1916
B.June 17, 1916
C.June 18, 1916
D.June 19, 1916

Answer A
Explanation Guru Chemancheri Kunhiraman Nair was born on June 16, 1916. He studied at
Kalladikkodan School in Kathakali, specializing in the "Kalladikodan" style. Kalladikodan
Shailee was created by Chathu Panicker Aasaan and it is one of the 3 main styles of Katakali. The
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other two are Vettathu and Kaplingadu.

34) Bharatnatyam is a classical dance of ____________.
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Kerala
C.Assam
D.Odisha

Answer A
Explanation Bharatanatyam, also previously called Sadhir Attam, is a major form of Indian
classical dance that originated in Tamil Nadu. Bharatanatyam is one of the oldest classical dance
traditions in India.

35) How many Tiger reserves are in India?
A.61
B.51
C.55
D.65

Answer B
Explanation There are 51 tiger reserves in India which are governed by Project Tiger which is
administrated by the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA). India is home to 80 percent
of tigers in the world.

36) Mohiniyattam is a classical dance of ____________.
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Kerala
C.Assam
D.Odisha

Answer B
Explanation Eight Classical Dances: Bharatnatyam - Tamil Nadu, Kathak - North India,
Kathakali - Kerala, Mohiniyattam - Kerala, Kuchipudi - Andhra Pradesh, Odissi - Odisha,
Sattriya - Assam, Manipuri - Manipur.
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37) Odissi is a classical dance of ____________.
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Kerala
C.Assam
D.Odisha

Answer D
Explanation Odissi referred to as Orissi in older literature, is a major ancient Indian classical
dance that originated in the Hindu temples of Odisha an eastern coastal state of India.

38) Sattriya is a classical dance of ____________.
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Kerala
C.Assam
D.Odisha

Answer C
Explanation Eight Classical Dances: Bharatnatyam - Tamil Nadu, Kathak - North India,
Kathakali - Kerala, Mohiniyattam - Kerala, Kuchipudi - Andhra Pradesh, Odissi - Odisha,
Sattriya - Assam, Manipuri - Manipur.

39) In which year National Vaccination Day was observed first?
A.1955
B.1956
C.1957
D.1958

Answer A
Explanation National Vaccination Day is also called as National Immunization Day.A
celebration is held on March 16th every year to convey the importance of vaccination to the
entire country.This date was first observed in 1995.
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40) Manipuri is a classical dance of ____________.
A.Andhra Pradesh
B.Tamil Nadu
C.Odisha
D.Manipur

Answer D
Explanation Manipuri dance, also known as Jagoi, is one of the major Indian classical dance
forms, named after the region of its origin Manipur, a state in northeastern India bordering with
Myanmar (Burma), Assam, Nagaland and Mizoram.

41) Master Chemancheri won the Padma Shri Award in _____________.
A.2017
B.2016
C.2015
D.2014

Answer A
Explanation The Kalladikodan style places equal emphasis on the three aspects of nritta (the
basic form of dance moves), nritya (expressive elements, namely handprints or gestures), and
natya (the dramatic elements of dance, that is, imitating characters). One of his most popular
portrayals on stage is Lord Krishna and Lord Sudama (known as Kuchela, mainly in southern
India). Master Chemancheri won the Padma Shri Award in 2017.

42) When was Sweet revolution launched?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
D.2018

Answer B
Explanation The Sweet Revolution was launched in 2016 to promote beekeeping and related
activities.
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43) When was honey mission launched?
A.August 2017
B.August 2018
C.August 2019
D.August 2016

Answer A
Explanation KVIC initiated the Honey Mission to provide farmers with awareness, training and
bee hives and bee colonies. The mission was launched in August 2017 under the Sweet
Revolution.

44) When was Nagarhole National Park established as Wildlife Sanctuary?
A.1955
B.1956
C.1957
D.1958

Answer A
Explanation Nagarhole National Park: It is also called Rajiv Gandhi National Park. It was
established as a wildlife sanctuary in 1955 and upgraded to a national park in 1988.

45) When was Nagarhole established as National Park?
A.1988
B.1987
C.1986
D.1985

Answer A
Explanation Nagarhole National Park: It is also called Rajiv Gandhi National Park. It was
established as a wildlife sanctuary in 1955 and upgraded to a national park in 1988. It was
declared as the 37th tiger reserve in the Tiger Project in 1999.

46) When was Nagarhole National Park considered as Tiger reserve?
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A.1999
B.1998
C.1997
D.1996

Answer A
Explanation It was declared as the 37th tiger reserve in the Tiger Project in 1999. There are 51
tiger reserves in India. The newest member on the list is Srivilliputhur Meghamalai Tiger Reserve
in Tamil Nadu, which was approved in 2021.

47) Kathakali is a classical dance of ____________.
A.TamilNadu
B.Kerala
C.Karnataka
D.Assam

Answer B
Explanation Kathakali is a major form of classical Indian dance. It is a "story play" genre of art,
but one distinguished by the elaborately colorful make-up, costumes and face masks that the
traditionally male actor-dancers wear. Kathakali is a Hindu performance art in the Malayalamspeaking southwestern region of Kerala.

48) When was International Court of Justice established?
A.1945
B.1946
C.1947
D.1948

Answer A
Explanation International Court of Justice: The International Court of Justice (ICJ) was
established by the Charter of the United Nations in 1945 and began its work in April 1946. It is
the main judicial organ of the United Nations and is located at the Peace Palace in The Hague
(Netherlands). It resolves legal disputes between countries and provides advisory opinions on
legal issues forwarded by United Nations authorized agencies and specialized agencies in
accordance with international law. Although the courts have no enforcement power and well-
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known countries ignore their rulings, their rulings are binding.

49) What is the length of Bhadar River?
A.198km
B.196km
C.194km
D.192km

Answer A
Explanation The Bhadar Dam is located on the Bhadar River in the Saurashtra region of Gujarat.
Bhadar is one of the main rivers in the Saurashtra peninsula of Guaratat. It originated near Wadi
in Rajkot Region, with an altitude of 261 m above mean sea level.The river flows through the
Saurashtra region and finally merges with the Arabian Sea at Naviobandar (Porbandar). The total
length of the river is 198 kilometers. Drainage occupies about 1/7 of the Saurashtra.

50) When was National Vaccination Day observed?
A.16th March
B.15th March
C.14th March
D.13th March

Answer A
Explanation National Vaccination Day is also called as National Immunization Day.A
celebration is held on March 16th every year to convey the importance of vaccination to the
entire country.This date was first observed in 1995 (the year that India launched the "Pulse Polio"
program).

51) Mohiniyattam is a classical dance of ____________.
A.Tamilnadu
B.Kerala
C.Karnataka
D.Assam

Answer B
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Explanation Kuchipudi is a dance-drama performance, with its roots in the ancient Hindu
Sanskrit text of Natya Shastra. It developed as a religious art linked to traveling bards, temples
and spiritual beliefs, like all major classical dances of India.

52) When was ISA framework agreement came into effect?
A.January 8, 2021
B.January 9, 2021
C.January 10, 2021
D.January 11, 2021

Answer A
Explanation After the amendments to the ISA framework agreement came into effect on January
8, 2021, the Republic of Italy signed the ISA framework agreement. This amendment opens the
membership of the Solar Energy Alliance to all members of the United Nations. The ISA
framework agreement was signed by the Italian Ambassador Vincenzo De Luca.

53) Where is the headquarters of IRENA?
A.Abu Dhabi
B.Dubai
C.Saudi
D.None

Answer A
Explanation IRENA was established in 2009, its regulations took effect on July 8, 2010, and its
headquarter is located in Masdar City, Abu Dhabi.

54) Accumulation of Cadmium in human body causes _____________ disease.
A.Minamata
B.Itai Itai
C.Anemia
D.Black foot syndrome

Answer B
Explanation Itai-itai disease is caused by cadmium (Cd) exposure, produced as a result of human
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activities related to industrialisation, and this condition was first recognised in Japan in the 1960s.

55) Where was Initiative of International Solar Alliance proposed?
A.New York
B.London
C.Paris
D.Geneva

Answer B
Explanation ISA is an intergovernmental coalition formed by treaties, composed of 121
countries/regions. The establishment of the alliance was initiated by India. Most member states
are sunny countries. These countries are completely or partially located between the Tropic of
Cancer and Mori. However, countries that are not in the tropics can also join the alliance and take
advantage of all membership benefits except voting rights. The goal of ISA is to effectively use
solar energy to reduce dependence on fossil fuels. This initiative was originally proposed by
Narendra Modi at Wembley Stadium in London in November 2015.

56) When will Spring Equinox falls on 2021?
A.March 20
B.March 21
C.March 22
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The vernal equinox is also known as spring equinox. In 2021, it will fall on March
20, 2021. Technically, it will happen at 9.37 am.

57) When was Initiative of International Solar Alliance proposed?
A.November 2015
B.November 2016
C.November 2017
D.November 2018

Answer D
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Explanation ISA is an intergovernmental coalition formed by treaties, composed of 121
countries/regions. The establishment of the alliance was initiated by India. Most member states
are sunny countries. These countries are completely or partially located between the Tropic of
Cancer and Mori. However, countries that are not in the tropics can also join the alliance and take
advantage of all membership benefits except voting rights. The goal of ISA is to effectively use
solar energy to reduce dependence on fossil fuels. This initiative was originally proposed by
Narendra Modi at Wembley Stadium in London in November 2015.

58) How many countries is International Solar Alliance composed of?
A.121
B.131
C.141
D.151

Answer A
Explanation ISA is an intergovernmental coalition formed by treaties, composed of 121
countries/regions. The establishment of the alliance was initiated by India. Most member states
are sunny countries. These countries are completely or partially located between the Tropic of
Cancer and Mori.

59) When was IRENA regulations took effect?
A.July 8, 2010
B.July 8, 2011
C.July 9, 2010
D.July 9, 2011

Answer A
Explanation IRENA was established in 2009, its regulations took effect on July 8, 2010, and its
headquarter is located in Masdar City, Abu Dhabi.IRENA is an official observer of the United
Nations.

60) When was World Sparrow Day was observed?
A.March 23
B.March 22
C.March 21
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D.March 20

Answer D
Explanation Every March 20th is regarded as "World Sparrow Day" to raise people's awareness
of this bird. This day was first celebrated in 2010. The initiative was initiated by the "Forever
Nature Association" in India.

61) When was World Sparrow day celebrated first?
A.2010
B.2011
C.2012
D.2013

Answer A
Explanation Every March 20th is regarded as "World Sparrow Day" to raise people's awareness
of this bird. This day was first celebrated in 2010. The initiative was initiated by the "Forever
Nature Association" in India.

62) IUCN Status of Sparrow is _____________.
A.least concern
B.Vulnerable
C.Extinct
D.Endangered

Answer A
Explanation Conservation status-the least concerned issue in the Red List of the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).Habitat and distribution - Sparrows can be found all
over the world, except for Antarctica, China and Japan, on all continents. It is native to Eurasia
and North Africa. It is the national bird of Bihar and Delhi.

63) Accumulation of Nitrates in human body causes _____________
disease.Sparrow is a national bird of ____________.
A.Minamata disease
B.Itai Itai
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C.Anemia
D.Blue Baby Syndrome

Answer D
Explanation This condition stems from nitrate poisoning. It is can happen in babies who are fed
infant formula mixed with well water or homemade baby food made with nitrate-rich foods, like
spinach or beets. The condition occurs most often in babies under 6 months of age.

64) In which of the following countries Sparrow cannot be spotted?
A.China
B.Antarctica
C.Japan
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Conservation status-the least concerned issue in the Red List of the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).Habitat and distribution - Sparrows can be found all
over the world, except for Antarctica, China and Japan, on all continents. It is native to Eurasia
and North Africa. It is the national bird of Bihar and Delhi.

65) Sparrow is native bird of ______________.
A.Eurasia
B.North Africa
C.South Africa
D.Both A and B

Answer D
Explanation Conservation status-the least concerned issue in the Red List of the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).Habitat and distribution - Sparrows can be found all
over the world, except for Antarctica, China and Japan, on all continents. It is native to Eurasia
and North Africa. It is the national bird of Bihar and Delhi.

66) When was NCC established?
A.1948
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B.1947
C.1946
D.1945

Answer A
Explanation The NCC was established in 1948 (on the recommendation of the H. N. Kunzru
Committee in 1946), and roots of NCC are the uniformed youth entities of the British era, such as
the University Corps or the University Officer Training Corps.

67) Sparrow is a national bird of ____________.
A.Bihar
B.Delhi
C.Both A and B
D.Kerala

Answer C
Explanation Conservation status-the least concerned issue in the Red List of the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).Habitat and distribution - Sparrows can be found all
over the world, except for Antarctica, China and Japan, on all continents. It is native to Eurasia
and North Africa. It is the national bird of Bihar and Delhi.

68) Accumulation of Arsenic in human body causes _____________ disease.
A.Minamata disease
B.Itai Itai
C.Anemia
D.Black foot disease

Answer D
Explanation In China (Province of Taiwan) exposure to arsenic via drinking-water has been
shown to cause a severe disease of the blood vessels, which leads to gangrene, known as black
foot disease.

69) Accumulation of Lead in human body causes _____________ disease.
A.Minamata disease
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B.Itai Itai
C.Anemia
D.Black foot disease

Answer C
Explanation Exposure to high levels of lead may cause anemia, weakness, and kidney and brain
damage. Very high lead exposure can cause death. Lead can cross the placental barrier, which
means pregnant women who are exposed to lead also expose their unborn child.

70) When was IRENA established?
A.2010
B.2009
C.2008
D.2007

Answer B
Explanation IRENA was established in 2009, its regulations took effect on July 8, 2010, and its
headquarter is located in Masdar City, Abu Dhabi.

71) Accumulation of Mercury in human body causes _____________ disease.
A.Minamata disease
B.Itai Itai
C.Anemia
D.Black foot disease

Answer A
Explanation The excess accumulation of the heavy metal Mercury causes a disease named
Minamata. Minamata disease, sometimes referred to as Chisso-Minamata disease, is a
neurological disease.
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