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BANKING & FINANCE
Cabinet approved the continuation of recapitalization of RRB scheme
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi approved to continue the process of recapitalization of
Regional Rural Banks (RRBs).
Highlights:
The Cabinet approved to provide minimum regulatory capital to RRBs for another
year, that is, up to 2020-21 for those RRBs which are unable to maintain minimum
Capital to Risk-weighted Assets Ratio (CRAR) of 9% which was set as per the
regulatory norms prescribed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
The CCEA also approved the RRB's to utilize Rs.670 crore as central government
share for the scheme of Recapitalization of RRBs that are subject to the condition
that the release of the Central Government's share will be contingent upon the
release of the proportionate share by the sponsor banks. Earlier, it was decided that
50% of the total recapitalization support of Rs.1340 crore will be shared by the
government.
Background:
RBI introduced disclosure norms for CRAR of RRBs with effect from March 2008.
Based on the recommendation of Dr. K.C. Chakrabarty chaired the committee, a
Scheme for Recapitalization of RRBs was approved by the Cabinet on 10 February
2011. As per the scheme, the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD) will identify the RRBs that require recapitalization
assistance to maintain the mandatory CRAR of 9%. The scheme will provide
recapitalization support of Rs.2,200 crore to 40 RRBs. Also, an additional amount
of Rs.700 crore will be given as a contingency fund to meet the requirement of the
weak RRBs, particularly in the North-Eastern and Eastern Region.

RBI announced 3 month moratorium on repayment of term loans means for
borrowers
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced that all banks and Non-bank
financial institutions (NBFCs) have been permitted to allow a moratorium of 3
months on repayment of term loans outstanding on 1 March 2020. As per RBI's
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move, the tenure or time period of the loans will be increased by 3 months.
Highlights:
All lending institutions including banks and NBFCs will allow a moratorium on
loan repayments for 3 months.
A moratorium of this kind generally implies that the Equated monthly
installments (EMI) repayment of loans of individuals will not be deducted from
their bank accounts till the moratorium period is over.
The loan EMI payments will resume only when the moratorium time period of 3
months expires.
RBI stated that the moratorium will enable the borrowers to balance the economic
fallout from COVID-19.
Note:
Moratorium period, also known as EMI holiday, is the time during which an
individual does not have to pay an EMI on the loan taken. These breaks are
offered to help individuals facing temporary financial difficulties to plan their
finances better.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
CRISIL cuts GDP growth forecast to 3.5 percent
CRISIL has cut its base-case Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth forecast for
fiscal 2021 to 3.5% from 5.2% expected earlier.
Highlights:
The global growth forecasts have reduced geometrically due to the COVID-19
pandemic spread geometrically.
It highlighted that the world economy, unlike the Global Financial Crisis of 2008,
has jeopardized financial stability and brought enormous human suffering.
CRISIL has cut ifs early forecast of 5.2% GDP growth to 3.5% for fiscal 2021.
But it has worsened notably.
The pandemic in India poses a material risk to the India economic outlook.
It also reported that the slump in growth will be concentrated in the first half of the
next fiscal, while the second half should see a mild recovery.
It highlighted that the inability to control the pandemic and extension of the
lockdown will aggravate supply and demand shocks.
CRISIL:
Earlier known as: Credit Rating Information Services of India Limited
Founded on: 1987
Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra
CFO Intern: Anurag Shukla
MD & CEO: Ashu Suyash
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INTERNATIONAL
UN to create global coronavirus fund
The United Nations (UN) has announced that it is to create a fund to support the
treatment of coronavirus patients worldwide. The announcement was made by
Norway's Foreign Minister Ine Eriksen Soereide. A formal announcement is yet to
be made.
Highlights:
The move aims to provide predictability to the partners and help to make the
efforts more effective.
The fund will assist developing countries with weak health systems to address the
crisis and to tackle the long-term consequence.
Almost 340,000 people have been infected by the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19) across the world, and more than 14,500 have died.

Afghan government, Taliban held first discussion to arrange possible prisoner
exchanges
The Afghan government and the Taliban held their first discussion on arranging
possible prisoner exchanges. The information was passed by the US special envoy
for Afghanistan Zalmay Khalilzad.
Highlights:
The US and Qatar facilitated the first Afghan government to Taliban technical
talks on prisoner releases through Skype video conferencing.
Zalmay Khalilzad stated that they should move quickly to conclude plans for such
exchanges as the Coronavirus pandemic was complicating diplomatic contacts.
Earlier, the Afghan government said that it would free 1,500 Taliban prisoners.
There will be a delay in the release of another 3,500 that the militants say must be
set free for talks to begin under a peace deal reached with the United States.
Background:
The militants also say that to begin the talks as per the agreement; it requires the
government to release 5,000 prisoners. The Taliban promised to open talks with
the Afghan government as part of the accord reached with the United States on 29
February 2020 at Doha to end 18 years of US involvement in the war in
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Afghanistan.

US cuts USD 1 billion aid to Afghanistan after Pompeo trip to Kabul
The United States has cut $1 billion in assistance to Afghanistan as Afghan's
leaders failed to agree on forming a new government. The slash was announced by
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo after his visit to Kabul to meet with Ashraf
Ghani and Abdullah Abdulla.
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani and former Chief Executive Abdullah
Abdullah informed Pompeo that they do not agree on an inclusive government that
can meet the challenges of governance, peace, and security, and provides for the
health and welfare of Afghan citizens.
Background:
The US has supported the Afghan government since it invaded the country in
2001 and overthrew the Taliban after the 9/11 attacks. The US withdrew its troops
from Afghanistan under the terms of its agreement with the Taliban. As per the
agreement, the US will continue to withdraw its troops in the next several months
from about 13,000 to 8,600.

IMF says COVID-19 might cause a global recession
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) reported that the COVID-19 pandemic
will cause a global recession in 2020. The recession could be worse than the global
financial crisis of 2008-2009. It is also expected that the world economic output
should recover in 2021. The information was passed by the IMF Managing Director
Kristalina Georgieva.
Highlights:
Many countries have taken extraordinary measures to boost health systems and
protect affected companies and workers.
Also, several steps have been taken by central banks of the countries to ease
monetary policy.
The finance ministers and central bankers from the Group of 20 (G20) of the
world's largest economies agreed on the need for solidarity across the globe.
IMF has asked all the countries to work together to protect people and limit the
economic damage due to the COVID-19.
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IMF asked its members to contribute funds to its Catastrophe Containment and
Relief Trust in order to help the poorest countries.

Man dies of Hantavirus in China
A report from China stated that a man died from Hantavirus. He was from China's
Yunnan province. He died on a bus to the Shandong province. The people who
travelled along with him have been tested.
Hantavirus:
Hantaviruses are a family of viruses that are transmitted mainly by rodents. It can
show varied disease syndrome in people. The name varies differ in various regions.
In America, it is known as "New World" hantaviruses, and in Europe and Asia, it
is known as "Old World" hantaviruses.
The virus is spread mainly from rodents. The infection with any of the hantavirus
can cause hantavirus disease in people. Hantaviruses may cause hantavirus
pulmonary syndrome (HPS), hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome (HFRS).
HPS:
Early symptoms of HPS include fever, muscle aches, fatigue, headaches,
dizziness, chills, and abdominal problems.
Late symptoms, usually after four to 10 days, include coughing and shortness of
breath. It can be fatal too in some cases.
HFRS:
HFRS will show symptoms from 1-2 weeks after coming in contact with the virus.
In rare cases, it may take up to 8 weeks to show symptoms. Early symptoms
include severe headaches, back and abdominal pain, fever, chills, nausea, and
blurred vision.
Late symptoms include are low blood pressure (BP), acute shock, vascular
leakage, and acute kidney failure.

India proposed to set up common e-platform for SAARC nations to combat
coronavirus
India has proposed to set up a common electronic platform for all South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) nations. The proposal was
made after Prime Minister Narendra Modi pitched for a regional approach to deal
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with the pandemic. The information was passed by the Ministry of External Affairs.
Common electronic platform:
India proposed the common electronic platform to the senior health officials of
the SAARC on 26 March through video conference.
The aim of the platform is to share knowledge, information, expertise and best
practices to jointly combat the spread of coronavirus.
Earlier on 15 March, an India-initiated video conference of SAARC leaders was
held. In that conference, PM Modi suggested that health professionals of the
member nations could come together to jointly fight against the coronavirus
pandemic.
SAARC:
SAARC was established with the signing of the SAARC Charter on 8 December
1985 in Dhaka, Bangladesh. The headquarters of SAARC is located in
Kathmandu, Nepal. The regional grouping comprises of Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka as members. The
observation states of SAARC are the European Union, Australia, Japan, China,
Mauritius, Korea, Myanmar, the US, and Iran.

China to launch Long March-5B carrier rocket in April
China is planning to launch a Long March-5B carrier rocket, an experimental
spacecraft, without a crew in April 2020. The mission is a part of a broader
spaceflight program to shuttle astronauts to its future space station.
Highlights:
The new-generation spacecraft has been scheduled to launch China's largest
carrier rocket from the southern island province of Hainan.
The launch has been set for mid to late April.
The spacecraft was developed for the operation of China's space station and
manned space exploration.
The spacecraft will be reusable.
China Manned Space Agency (CMSA) will be larger than China's current
Shenzhou spacecraft.

US invoked the rarely used Defense Production Act
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The United States has invoked the Defense Production Act on 27 March 2020.
The rarely used Act was invoked to direct General Motors to manufacture
ventilators that are needed to combat COVID-19. President Donald Trump earlier
criticized the company for slow-walking production.
Highlights:
President Trump also appointed trade advisor Peter Navarro to coordinate the
government's efforts to purchase and distribute emergency medical supplies,
including ventilators and protective equipment for health care workers.
The US government aims to use the full authority of the federal government to
combat the COVID-19 crisis.
The Act was invoked as General Motors did not move quickly enough to produce
needed ventilators amid the coronavirus pandemic.

IMF reported that the Global economy might enter a recession
International Monetary Fund (IMF) chief Kristalina Georgieva announced that
the global economy is now in a recession due to coronavirus. It has been made
clear that the world countries have entered a recession. A rebound in 2021 can
happen, only if the virus is contained and prevent liquidity problems from
becoming a solvency issue.
IMF stated that over 80 countries have already have requested emergency aid to
contain coronavirus. Of the 80 countries, most of the countries are low-income
countries. More countries have imposed lockdown measures to contain the rapidly
spreading virus, which has infected over 337,500 people across the world.
Background:
Earlier, the IMF had warned that 2020 world growth would be below the 2.9% rate
seen in 2019. The organization stopped short of predicting a recession. Trade wars
pushed global growth last year to the lowest rate since a 0.7% contraction in 2009.
Also, it forecasted a recovery in 2021.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Cabinet approved inclusion of AYUSH health and wellness centre
The Union Cabinet approved the inclusion of the AYUSH health and wellness
centre component of Ayushman Bharat in National Ayush Mission. It is
expected that it will provide enhanced accessibility to achieve universal health
coverage for affordable treatment.
Highlights:
The proposal entails an expenditure of Rs.3399.35 crore. The cost includes a
central share of Rs.2209.58 crore and Rs.1189.77 crore as state share.
The wellness centre will be operationalized within a period of five years.
The proposal will establish a holistic wellness model based on AYUSH principles
and practices focusing on preventive promotive, curative, rehabilitative, and
palliative healthcare by integration with the existing public health care system.
A total of 12,500 Ayush health and wellness centres throughout the country will be
operationalized under the mission.

Cabinet approved scheme to promote medical device parks
The Union Cabinet approved a scheme to promote medical device parks for
financing common infrastructure facilities. The Cabinet also approved a Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme to promote domestic manufacturing of medical
devices.
Aim:
The scheme aims to provide a mechanism to compensate for the manufacturing
disability. The target will provide financial assistance for common infrastructure
facilities for four medical device parks.
Highlights:
The medical device is a growing sector, and its potential for growth is the highest
among all sectors in the healthcare market.
In the year 2018-2019, the sector valued at Rs.50,026 crore, and it is expected to
reach Rs.86,840 crore by 2021-22.
India depends on imports up to the extent of 85% of the total domestic demand for
medical devices.
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The scheme aims to promote medical device parks in the country in partnership
with the states.
The Centre will provide a maximum grant-in-aid of Rs.100 crore per park to the
states.
Background:
The medical device sector suffers from a cost of manufacturing disability of around
12% to 15% with regard to competing economies due to lack of adequate
infrastructure, domestic supply chain and logistics, high cost of finance, inadequate
availability of quality power, limited design capabilities and low focus on
research and skill development.
The Scheme to Promote Medical Device Parks will be implemented by a State
Implementing Agency (SIA).The scheme will generate employment of 33,750
jobs over a period of five years.

SDMC launched website for information related to Coronavirus
The South Asia Association of Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Disaster
Management Centre has launched a website for information related to the
COVID-19 pandemic in the region.
Website:
SAARC has launched the website, www.covid19-sdmc.org., in aid to the
pandemic.
The website will show the number of coronavirus cases in the member states and
update the numbers regularly.
The website reported that around 960 coronavirus cases had been reported in the
SAARC region. Also, five people have lost their lives in India, three in Pakistan,
and two died in Bangladesh due to COVID-19.
Earlier, Prime Minister Narendra Modi proposed the website during the recent
video conference with SAARC leaders and representatives of the member states.
He also launched SAARC COVID-19 Emergency Funds.
SAARC Disaster Management Centre (SDMC):
SDMC is the Interim Unit (IU) of SAARC. It was set up under the premise of
Gujarat Institute of Disaster Management (GIDM). The eight Member States,
namely, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and
Sri Lanka, are served by the SDMC (IU).
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DGCA released guidelines on Social distancing to prevent Coronavirus
Aviation regulator Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) released a slew
of measures for airlines and airports on social distancing aginst COVID-19.
Highlights:
The guidelines stated to ensure adequate space between passengers and checkin counters and leaving one seat vacant between two passengers, among others.
It asked to maintain adequate spacing, minimum one metre, at check-in counters
between passengers and also between individual counters.
Airlines should ensure the availability of adequate staff for guiding the passengers
at check-in counters and during security checks.
Airlines must ensure that boarding is done in a manner to avoid bunching of
passengers at any time and also ensure adequate spacing between passengers in
boarding lines.
The airlines must provide sanitizers for staff and passengers at the entry of the
aircraft.
The cabin crew should maintain adequate distance while serving the passengers.
Seat allocation at the time of check-in should be done in a manner to ensure that
the seat between two passengers is kept empty.
Any other action as deemed appropriate to ensure social distancing is maintained.

Dr.Ram Manohar Lohia birth anniversary was observed on 23 March
Dr.Ram Manohar Lohia's birth anniversary was observed on 23 March. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi paid tribute to Dr.Ram Manohar Lohia for social
empowerment and his service-oriented philosophy that continues to inspire the
citizens of the country.
Dr.Ram Manohar Lohia:
Dr.Ram Manohar Lohia was born on 23 March 1910 at Akbarpur, United
Provinces of Agra and Oudh, British India. He studied at the Banaras Hindu
University. He earned his BA degree in Vidyasagar College, University of
Calcutta. The socialist political leader was an activist in the Indian independence
movement. He participated in the Quit India Movement, the Indian independence
movement.
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Shaheedi Diwas was observed in India on 23 March
Shaheedi Diwas (Martyrs' Day) was observed in India on 23 March. The day is
observed every year. On this day, the martyrs who laid out their lives for the
country and its Independence are remembered. Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid
tributes to the Martyrs on this day.
History:
Shaheedi Diwas pays tribute to Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar, and Shivaram
Rajguru, who died on 23 March 23 in 1931.
Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar, and Shivaram Rajguru mistook John Saunder for
British police superintendent James Scott and assassinated John Saunders, a
British police officer in 1928. They planned to assassinate James Scott as he
ordered lathi-charge, which led to the death of Lala Lajpat Rai. The three were
hanged to death on 23 March 1931. The three were among the many who sacrificed
their lives for the nation and died when they were very young.

Cabinet approves schemes to boost electronics manufacturing
The Union Cabinet approved schemes that involve a total incentive of around
Rs.48,000 crore to boost electronics manufacturing in the country. The
information was passed by Union Minister Telecom and IT Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad.
Scheme Highlights:
Under the scheme, electronic manufacturing companies will be given an incentive
of 4% to 6% on incremental sales, over base year, of goods manufactured in
India to eligible companies over a period of next 5 years.
The government aims to generate manufacturing revenue potential of Rs.10 lakh
crore.
Government plans to create direct and indirect jobs for 20 lakh people by
2025 through these schemes.
Also, Cabinet has approved production linked-incentive for electronics companies.
The govt. will give Rs.40,995 crore in the coming five years for production linkedincentive.
The scheme also aims for the promotion of manufacturing of electronics
components and semiconductors with a budget outlay of Rs.3,285 crore spread
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over a period of 8 years.

ICMR recommends use of hydroxychloroquine to treat Coronavirus
The national task force for COVID-19, constituted by the Indian Council for
Medical Research (ICMR), has recommended the use of hydroxychloroquine to
treat COVID-19 for a high-risk population.
ICMR directed that the hydroxy-chloroquine should be given to high-risk
population asymptomatic healthcare workers. The medication can be used to treat
the suspected and confirmed cases of COVID-19 and asymptomatic household
contacts of laboratory-confirmed cases. The Drug Controller General of India
(DGCI) approved the usage of hydroxychloroquine for restricted use in emergency
situations.
Hydroxychloroquine:
Hydroxychloroquine is generally used to treat malaria infections. The medication
can be used with other medications to treat particular auto-immune diseases
when other medications cannot be used for the treatment.
Hydroxy-chloroquine will be effective against Coronavirus in laboratory studies
and in-vivo studies. The use in prophylaxis is derived from the available evidence
of benefit as treatment and supported by preclinical data. Also, the drug should be
given only on the prescription of a registered medical practitioner.
The usage of the drug, in the initial days, has been proven efficient by the United
States. Italy and South Korea have used the drug to treat COVID-19.

National Supercomputing Mission to boost supercomputing infrastructure
India's National Supercomputing Mission (NSM) aims to set up to provide the
country with supercomputing infrastructure.
Aim:
The aim of the mission is to meet the increased computational demands of
academia, researchers, Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs), and startups by creating the capability design, manufacturing, of
supercomputers indigenously in India.
Organized by:
The National Super Computing Mission is jointly led by the Ministry of
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Electronics and IT (MeitY) and Department of Science and Technology (DST)
and implemented by the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC), Pune and the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru.
National Supercomputing Mission:
NSM was established to set up a network of supercomputers ranging from a
few Tera Flops (TF) to Hundreds of Tera Flops (TF) and three systems with
greater than or equal to 3 Peta Flops (PF) in academic and research institutions of
National importance across the country by 2022.
A total of 15-20 PF was approved in 2015 and was later revised to a total of 45
PF (45000 TFs).
Also, an increase of 6 times more compute power within the same cost and capable
of solving large and complex computational problems.
Plans to install three more supercomputers by April 2020 has begun. Among
three supercomputers, one will be implemented at IIT-Kanpur, second in JN Centre
for Advanced Scientific Research, Bengaluru, and 3rd in IIT-Hyderabad. This will
ramp up the supercomputing facility to 6 PF.
Also, 11 new systems will be set up in different IITs, NITs, National Labs, and
IISERs across India by December 2020. It will have many sub-systems
manufactured and microprocessors designed in India, which will bring in a
cumulative capacity of 10.4 petaflops.
Param Shivay- First supercomputer:
As per the revised plan, the first supercomputer assembled indigenously, called
Param Shivay, was installed in the Indian Institute of Technology (BHU). It was
inaugurated by the Prime Minister. Similarly, Param Shakti and Param Brahma
were installed at IIT-Kharagpur and Indian Institutes of Science Education and
Research (IISER), Pune. They are equipped with applications from domains like
Weather and Climate, Computational Fluid Dynamics, Bioinformatics, and
Material science.

Centre asks employers not to cut the wages of employees amid the layoffs due
to Coronavirus
The Central government directed all public and private companies to ensure that
they do not cut the salaries of their staff during the lockdowns imposed to curtail
the spread of COVID-19. The announcement was made by the Secretary of the
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Labour Ministry, Heeralal Samariya.
Highlights:
The government has advised public and private enterprises not to terminate the
services or reduce the wages of their employees, particularly casual or contractual
workers.
It also stated that if any worker takes a leave, they should be deemed to be on
duty without any deduction in wages.
The announcement comes amidst the cases of COVID-19 rise in the country, and
several states have imposed lockdowns, restricting the movement of people even to
their workplaces.

EPFO issued directions for timely credit of monthly Pension to EPS
pensioners
The Employees' Provident Fund Organization (EPFO) issued guidelines for
timely credit of monthly Pension to the Employees' Pension Scheme (EPS)
pensioners.
Highlights:
India has announced lockdowns in several parts of the nation due to the pandemic
coronavirus.
The Central Provident Fund Commissioner (CPFC) directed the field offices of
EPFO to generate and reconcile pensioners' details and pension amount statements
for the current month by 25 March to ensure that no inconvenience is caused to
the pensioners.
He directed that the same should be forwarded to the banks in advance so that the
monthly pension is credited into the account of the pensioners in time.
The EPFO is disbursing monthly pension to over 65 Lakh pensioners every month
under the Employees' Pension Scheme.
Note:
EPFO has more than 6 crore subscribers who get the benefit of provident fund,
group insurance and pension. It runs three social security schemes namely
Employees' Pension Scheme, Employee' Provident Fund and Employees Deposit
Linked Insurance.

MoD submits reports of the land acquired for UP and TN Defence Industrial
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Corridors from UP and TN
Ministry of Defence (MoD) stated that the total land acquired so far from the state
governments of Uttar Pradesh and Tami Nadu for Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu
Defence Industrial Corridors is 1,182 hectares and 1,537 hectares. The information
was provided by Union Minister of State for DefenceShripad Yesso Naik.
Highlights:
Revised Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP) gives specific provisions for
stimulating the growth of the domestic defence industry.
Government introduced the 'Strategic Partnership (SP)' Model to establish longterm strategic partnerships with Indian entities through a transparent and
competitive process.
Indian firm will tie up with global Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs)
to seek technology transfers to set up domestic manufacturing infrastructure and
supply chains.
FDI Policy has also been revised. As per the revised policy, FDI is allowed under
automatic route up to 49% and beyond 49% through Government route wherever it
is likely to result in access to modern technology or for other reasons to be
recorded.
Background:
In May 2001, the Defence Industry sector opened up 100% participation for
Indian private sector with Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) up to 26% both
subject to licensing. So far, an investment of Rs.3155 crore has happened and 43
FDI proposals/Joint Ventures (JV) have been approved for manufacture of defence
equipment, both in public and private sector.

Budget Session of Parliament adjourned sine die
The Budget Session of Parliament concluded on 23 March. The session was
scheduled to conclude on 3 April 3. But it has now be adjourned sine die in the
wake of deadly COVID-19 and lockdowns announced by many states for varied
periods.
Session of Indian Parliament:
A session of the Parliament of India is the time period during which a House, Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha, meets almost every day continuously to transact business.
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Generally, there are three sessions in a year, namely Budget Session, Monsoon
Session, and the Winter Session.
1) Budget Session is held from February to May
2) Monsoon Session is held from July to September
3) Winter Session is held from November to December
Many meetings will be held in a session of the Parliament. Each meeting will have
two sittings, that is, morning sitting from 11 am to 1 pm and post-lunch sitting from
2 pm to 6 pm. A sitting of Parliament can be terminated by adjournment,
adjournment sine die, prorogation or dissolution.
Note:
Adjournment sine die means terminating a Parliament sitting for an indefinite
period. The power of adjournment sine die lies with the presiding officer of the
House. Only the presiding officer of a House can call a sitting of the House before
the date or time to which it has been adjourned or at any time after the House has
been adjourned sine die.

Harsh Vardhan reviewed measures taken by NCDC against Coronavirus
Union Health & Family Welfare Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan visited the National
Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) Control Room and the Testing Laboratories,
against COVID-19, in New Delhi on 24 March.
Highlights:
NCDC has taken a lead role in undertaking investigations of disease outbreaks all
over the country. It also employs epidemiological and diagnostic tools. NCDC
provides several other measures, including public health surveillance and response
management, technical guidance, laboratory support, and addressing public
concerns through a 24x7 helpline for COVID-19.
National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC):
Formed on: 1909
Preceding agencies: National Institute of Communicable Diseases (NICD)
(1963-2008), Central Malaria Bureau (1909-1963)
Headquarters: New Delhi
Ministers responsible: Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Health and Family
Welfare and Anupriya Patel, Union Minister of State, Health and Family Welfare
NCDC conducts research in epidemiology and control of communicable
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diseases. It functions under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, GoI.

TN govt announced Rs.3,280 crore special relief package against Coronavirus
Tamil Nadu state government has announced an Rs.3,280 crore special relief
package aginst COVID-19 on 24 March. The information was announced by the
State Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palanisamy.
Highlights:
The package includes cash assistance of Rs.1,000 each to rice ration card holders,
autorickshaw drivers, and construction workers
The move by the TN state government is to provide succour for people whose
livelihood has taken a hit due to preventive measures against Coronavirus
The plan will cover vulnerable sections. People having 'rice' ration cards will get
Rs.1,000 each, and all cardholders shall get essential commodities, including
rice, dhal, cooking oil, and sugar, free of cost in April.
Also, registered pavement hawkers will also get Rs.1,000 assistance
People who have worked under the Mahatma Gandhi Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme will get two-day additional special wages.
Families of migrant labourers, construction workers, and autorickshaw drivers will
be given 15 kg rice, 1 kg dhal, and cooking oil for free.
The relief will be distributed at the Public Distribution System (PDS) outlets
through a token system at an appointed day and time to avoid crowding.
If a cardholder misses the entitlement for March, he can get it along with the April
ration.

Centre directed states and UTs to ensure smooth operation of all print,
electronic media
The Ministry of information and broadcasting, GoI, directed Chief Secretaries of
all state governments and Union territories to ensure the operational continuity of
all print and electronic media. The announcement is because of the
misinformation that stated newspapers might be carriers of infections, coronavirus.
Highlights:
The government stated that it is important to spread the news and awareness of
coronavirus pandemic, to continue the proper functioning of all print and media
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networks to create awareness and to counter fake news.
The proper functioning of the media and networks is required to create awareness
among people and to keep the nation updated on the latest status.
False and fake news need to be avoided, and good practices need to be promoted,
and these networks play a pivotal role in ensuring the same.
The Ministry also announced a list of critical infrastructure that should be kept
running.
It stated that infrastructure like TV Channels, News Agencies, Teleport Operators,
Multi System Operators (MSOs), Digital Satellite News Gathering (DSNG), Direct
to Home (DTH) and High end-in-the Sky (HITS), Cable Operators, Frequency
Modulation (FM) Radio and Community Radio Stations (CRSs) would be used to
ensure timely and authentic information dissemination.

Centre announces free ATM withdrawals for 3 months
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced that debit cardholders
could withdraw cash from any other bank's ATM free of charge for the next three
months.
Highlights:
There will not be any minimum balance requirement fee in the bank accounts.
The announcement comes as lockdown, and the curfew is in place in many parts of
India amid coronavirus pandemic.
Centre has also waived minimum bank charges for savings bank accounts.
Finance Ministry is also working on an economic package that will be announced
soon in the wake of the COVID-19 outbreak.

Shivraj Singh Chouhan was sworn in as CM of Madhya Pradesh
BJP's Shivraj Singh Chouhan was sworn in as Chief Minister of Madhya
Pradesh on 23 March for a fourth term. The oath office was administered by the
Governor of Madhya Pradesh Lalji Tandon. He was nominated by the outgoing
leader of opposition Gopal Bhargava and supported by former minister Narottam
Mishra, Meena Singh of the State.
The outgoing CM Kamal Nath resigned on 20 March after 22 Congress MLAs
resigned and joined the BJP. It pushed his government into a minority. The cabinet
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expansion will happen after voting for the Rajya Sabha elections.
Shivraj Singh Chouhan:
Shivraj Chouhan is the 32nd Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh. Chouhan
represents Budhni constituency in Sehore district. In 1990, he was first elected to
the State Assembly from Budhni Constituency. He is famously referred to as
Mamaji (meaning 'Maternal Uncle'). From 1999-2006, he represented Vidisha in
the Lok Sabha. He is a 5-time Member of Parliament (MP). During his tenure, he
introduced famous schemes like Ladli Laxmi Yojna, Kanyadhan Yojna and
Janani Suraksha Yojna in the state.

Deadline for GST returns extended to 30 June
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has extended the last date for filing GST
returns for March, April, and May to 30 June. The previous date for filing of GST
returns was March 31, 2020. The deadline for composition returns on GST has been
also been extended to 30 June 2020.
Highlights:
The companies with less than Rs.5 crore turnover will not be charged interest or
penalty for the late filing of GST. Bigger companies with a turnover of more than
Rs.5 crore will have have to pay the interest amount at 9% for delayed filing of
GST. No late fee or penalty will be levied.
Also, the last date to opt for the compensation scheme has been extended to 30
June 2020.
The last date to file income tax returns (ITR) for Financial Year 2018-2019 has
been extended to 31 June.
The deadline for Aadhar-PAN linking has also been extended to 30 June.
Centre has made customs clearance an essential service. Hence, it will continue to
operate 24/7 till 30 June 2020.

RIL sets up first COVID-19 dedicated hospital in Mumbai
Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) established India's first COVID-19
dedicated hospital in Mumbai, Maharashtra. The 100-bedded Covid-19 centre is
located at Seven Hills Hospital, Mumbai.
COVID-19 dedicated Hospital:
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The hospital was established by Sir HN Reliance Foundation Hospital in
collaboration with the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC).
This first-of-its-kind-in-Indiacentre is fully funded by Reliance Foundation.
The hospital includes a negative pressure room that helps to prevent crosscontamination and helps control infection.
All beds are equipped with the infrastructure including biomedical equipment such
as pacemakers, ventilators, dialysis machines, and patient monitoring devices.
RIL Hospital has offered to set up special medical facilities to quarantine travellers
from notified countries.
RIL has announced initial support of Rs.5 crores to Maharashtra CM's Relief
Fund to combat COVID-19.

Centre banned export of hydroxychloroquine drug
India banned exports of anti-malarial drug hydroxychloroquine on 25 March
with immediate effect. The drug hydroxychloroquine is believed to have some
positive effect on the treatment of the coronavirus. But the exports from special
economic zones (SEZs) and other GoI approved exporters, only, will be allowed to
export the drug.
Aim:
The move by the government is aimed to prevent any scope for export of
ventilators by alternate classifications, in view of the growing number of cases of
COVID-19 in India.
Other measures:
GoI also banned exports of sanitizers on 24 March.
Centre extended the ban to ventilators, artificial respiratory apparatus, oxygen
therapy apparatus and other breathing appliances to plug any loopholes in exports
of these critical healthcare items during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Earlier, the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) banned the export of
surgical and disposable masks, all ventilators and textile raw material used for
making masks with immediate effect.

Invest India launched The Invest India Business Immunity Platform
Invest India launched a platform named "The Invest India Business Immunity
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Platform". The platform is hosted on the Invest India website.
Invest India Business Immunity Platform:
The Business Immunity Platform (BIP) has been designed as a comprehensive
resource to help businesses and investors get real-time updates on India's active
response to COVID-19.
The platform operates 24/7.
The platform is dynamic and constantly provides an update about the
pandemic.
The platform keeps a regular track of developments with respect to the virus and
provides the latest information on various central and state government initiatives.
The platform will give access to special provisions, and answers and resolves
queries through emails and on WhatsApp.
It is an active platform for business issues redressal with a team of dedicated sector
experts and responds to queries at the earliest.
Invest India has also announced a partnership with Small Industries Development
Bank of India (SIDBI) to respond and resolve queries for the Ministry of Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).
The Business Immunity Platform will help people get access to all the information
they require while staying in the comfort of their homes due to the lockdown in the
country.
Invest India:
Invest India was established in 2009. It is a national Investment Promotion and
Facilitation Agency. It functions under DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, GoI. The organization works with several states/UTs of India to build
capacity and bring the best global practices in investment targeting, promotion and
facilitation areas.

Scientists say Sikkim glaciers are losing mass faster than other parts of the
Himalaya
Scientists from the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG), Dehradun
found that glaciers in Sikkim are melting at a higher magnitude as compared to
other Himalayan regions.
Study Highlights:
The scientists assessed the response of 23 glaciers of Sikkim to climate change for
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the period of 1991-2015. It revealed that the glaciers in Sikkim have retreated and
deglaciated significantly from 1991 to 2015.
Small-sized glaciers in Sikkim are retreating while larger glaciers are
thinning due to climate change.
It stated that when compared to other Himalayan regions, the magnitude of
dimensional changes and debris growth is higher in the Sikkim.
The western and central Himalaya glaciers are reported to have slowed down in
recent decades, but the Sikkim glaciers have shown negligible deceleration after
2000.
It highlighted that the behavior of glaciers in the region seems to adopt different
mechanisms to cope with the ongoing climatic changes.
Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG):
WIHG is a research institute for the study of Geology of the Himalaya under the
Department of Science and Technology, Ministry of Science & Technology, GoI.
It was established in 1968. It is located in Dehradun, Uttarakhand, India. It provides
consultancy and advisory services to various organizations for geotechnical
feasibility of major and minor hydel projects, site selection for bridges and their
foundation, slope stability, and control of landslides, site selection for deep
tubewells, among others.

Mylab Discovery Solutions Pvt Ltd developed first COVID-19 test kit
Mylab Discovery Solutions Pvt Ltd, a Pune-based molecular diagnostics
company, has developed the first made-in-India test kit for COVID-19. The kit
was developed in a record period of six weeks.
Mylab PathoDetect COVID-19 Qualitative PCR kit:
Mylab PathoDetect COVID-19 Qualitative PCR kit received commercial
approval from the Indian Food and Drug Administration (FDA)/Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO).
The cost of a single kit is Rs.80,000. It can test 100 patients.
Mylab has become the first Indian company to have achieved 100% sensitivity and
specificity in the ICMR evaluation.
The COVID- 19 kit has been made as per the World Health Organization
(WHO) and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines.
The company has assured that it can produce 1 to 1.5 lakh test kits in a week.
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First phase of Census 2021 and updation of NPR has been postponed
The Census 2021 which was scheduled to be conducted in two phases has bee
postponed by the Government of India due to the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic.
The updation of National Population Register (NPR) will be done along with the
Phase I of Census 2021 in all the States/Union Territories, except Assam.
Census India 2021:
The Census 2021 will be conducted in two phases, namely house listing and
House Census and Population Enumeration.
The first phase of House listing & Housing Census was scheduled to be held from
1 April-30 September 2020.
The second phase is Population Enumeration was scheduled to be conducted from
9-28 February 2021 throughout the country simultaneously.
Highlights:
The postponement of the Census is due to the outbreak of the COVID-19
pandemic. Central government has announced high alert for all the States/Union
Territories (UT). Many State/UT governments have also declared lockdown. The
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW), GoI has issued advisories for
various precautionary measures, including social distancing.

GoI to launch CoWin-20 to curb the community spread of coronavirus
The Government of India is to launch CoWin-20 to curb the community spread of
coronavirus. CoWin-20 is a new smartphone app that aims to track individuals by
their smartphone locations. The app will be made soon and will be available widely
across India.
CoWin-20:
The Indian government aims to trace the personal travel histories of individuals
through CoWin-20. By tracing, GoI can figure out how many people might have
come in contact with the common people of the country.
It is expected to help the government monitor the community spread of the
coronavirus, and quarantine any individual who may be potentially at risk.
It will be released on both the Google Play Store and Apple's iOS App Store.
The users of iOS devices will be required to share their device Unique Disability
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Identity Cards (UDID) with the National Informatics Centre (NIC) to get a unique
download link.
Cowin-20 can be used by individuals to learn about the location of coronavirus
testing labs and quarantine centres in Indian cities.
Other features of the app include automatic feeding of government advisories and
official safety recommendations put forth by the Government of India.

National Book Trust launched StayHomeIndiaWithBooks
The National Book Trust of HRD Ministry has launched #StayIn and
#StayHome to encourage people to read books while at home. It provides select
and best-selling titles for FREE Download as part of its initiative of
#StayHomeIndiaWithBooks! The move comes in the wake of Preventive Measures
of the Government of India to contain the spread of Covid-19.
#StayHomeIndiaWithBooks!:
The 100+ books are in the PDF format at #StayHomeIndiaWithBooks!
It can be downloaded from the NBT's website https://nbtindia.gov.in.
It will be available in Hindi, English, Asamiya, Bangla, Gujarati, Malayalam,
Odia, Marathi, Kokborok, Mizo, Bodo, Nepali, Tamil, Punjabi, Telugu, Kannada,
Urdu and Sanskrit.
The books will cover all genres of fiction, biography, popular science, teacher's
handbook, and majorly books for children and young adults.
It also contains books written by Tagore, Premchand, and books on Mahatma
Gandhi.
In total there are books for everyone in the family to read and enjoy. More titles
will be added to the list.
The PDFs are for the purpose of reading only. Any unauthorized or commercial
use is not allowed.

IIT-Madras to organize Global Hyperloop Pod Competition
Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT-Madras) has announced that it is to
organize India's first Global Hyperloop Pod Competition. The competition is
open to all students globally. The final round will take place on the IIT-Madras
campus in the month of July 2020.
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Aim:
The main objective of the Global Hyperloop Pod Competition is to raise
awareness about the Hyperloop mode of transportation in India.
Indian Hyperloop Pod Competition:
The competition aims to encourage student teams in India and abroad to develop
a Hyperloop Pod. With this, they can build the fastest, most innovative, efficient
design and prototype of the relevant technologies in the field.
All the engineering colleges across the world can participate in the competition.
It will provide a platform to ideate, design and implement their ideas for the
Hyperloop Pods.
Hyperloop:
Hyperloop is the 5th mode of transportation. It is a high-speed train that travels in
a near-vacuum tube. The reduced air resistance will allow the capsule inside the
tube to reach speeds of more than 1000 km/h. It conveys people or objects at high
speed. Hyperloop is an efficient mode of transportation. It is expected that it will
drastically reduce travel times over medium-range distances.

DPIIT sets up control room to monitor the supply of EC goods
The Department of Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), that
functions under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, has set up a control room
to monitor the supply of essential commodity goods on 26 March. The decision
was made after the department had detailed discussions with states and e-commerce
companies on the disruption of the supply of essential commodities. The moves
come as the local administration and police stopping staff of e-commerce and other
grocery retailers and thereby hindering supplies.
DPIIT's Control room:
The control room will monitor the live status of transportation and delivery of
goods, manufacturing, delivery of essential commodities.
It will also monitor the difficulties that are faced by various stakeholders during
the lockdown period.
Manufacturing, transporter, distributor, wholesaler or e-commerce companies who
are facing ground level difficulties in transport and distribution of goods or
mobilization of resources can get help and directions from the department through a
centralized phone number and email id from 25 March-14 April, during the
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nationwide lockdown.
The suppliers can use the dedicated telephone number, 011-23062487, and an
email ID, control room- dpiit@gov.in, for this purpose.
The control room will remain functional from 8 am to 6 pm.
The issue reported by various stakeholders will be reported to the concerned
state/UT government, district and police authorities and other concerned agencies.
Centre has directed the state/UT governments to facilitate the functioning of food
processing units. It has also guided them to maintain uninterrupted supply (24X7)
of essential items as the government enforces the 21-day nationwide lockdown.

UP bans sale of pan masala
The Uttar Pradesh state government has imposed a ban on the production and sale
of pan masala during the 21-day lockdown imposed across the country. The move
comes in the wake of the coronavirus outbreak. The information was passed by
Food Security Commissioner Ministhy S.
Ban on Pan masala:
As per the ban, manufacturing, sale, and storage of pan masala are being banned in
the state till further orders.
The aim is to avoid spitting of pan masala which can spread Covid-19.
The state has earlier banned "gutkha" on 1 April 2013.
Violators will be punished according to the law.
The State again reiterated that all essential items will be delivered at the doorstep
of citizens so that people do not face any inconvenience.
The state govt. is also converting community health centres into hospitals to deal
with the Covid-19 pandemic in UP.

Aviation sector might face losses up to USD 3.6bn in June quarter
Aviation consultancy Capa India reported that India's aviation industry is
expected to post losses of $3-3.6 billion in the June quarter in its report
titled 'Projecting the potential financial impact of COVID-19 on Indian
aviation'. The loss is because the airlines have shared the bulk of the hit after the
series of travel restrictions due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Highlights:
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As per the forecast, the domestic carriers are to incur losses of about $1.75 billion
next quarter. The airports and concessionaires are to incur losses of between $1.50
billion and $1.75 billion.
The ground handling industry is expected to report a loss of $80-90 million during
the same period.
The estimates for the potential sectoral losses assume that all domestic and
international operations remain grounded until 30 June.
It also stated the entire sector is now in a state of crisis, which will certainly
impact FY2021 and quite possibly well beyond.
It highlighted that the Indian airlines are not prepared for such a severe systemic
shock.

Govt to supply 7Kg per person on subsidized food grains for 3 months
Government of India is to supply an additional 2kg subsidized foodgrains under
the Public Distribution System (PDS) over the next three months. A total quota of
7 kg per person will be given. The announcement was made by the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food, and Public Distribution on 26 March.
Highlights:
The proposal regarding this was approved by the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA) headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 25
March.
The Food Ministry proposed to supply extra 2kg subsidized foodgrains to over 80
crore people registered under PDS.
The move comes amid nationwide lockdown to contain the spread of COVID-19.
The subsidies will be supplied for only the next 3 months to all ration cardholders.
Previously, under the National Food Security Act (NFSA), the government is
supplying 5 kg of foodgrains per month to over 80 crore people at a highly
subsidized price. Wheat is supplied at Rs.2/kg and rice at Rs.3/kg.

Odisha to set up Covid-19 testing lab at VIMSAR
The Odisha State government is planning to set up a COVID-19 testing
laboratory at a hospital in order to ease the burden as the state has only one facility
at Bhubaneswar. The state government planning to set up a Biosafety Levels 2
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(BSL-2) laboratory at Veer Surendra Sai Institute of Medical Sciences and
Research (VIMSAR).
Highlights:
Currently, VIMSAR is sending swab samples of suspected coronavirus patients to
the Regional Medical Research Center (RMRC) in Bhubaneswar.
The junior doctors association (JDA) at VIMSAR had requested the state
government to set up two more COVID-19 laboratories, one at the VIMSAR
institute and the other at MKCG Medical College and Hospital, Berhampur.
VIMSAR has sent a feasibility report to the government for the establishment of a
testing laboratory. The laboratory will come up in the microbiology department of
the hospital.
Once the lab is ready, a recombinant technology polymerase chain reaction (rt
PCR) test for suspected cases of COVID-19 can be done there.

Indian football skipper Sunil Chhetri has been named for FIFAs campaign to
combat COVID-19 crisis
Indian football captain Sunil Chhetri has been picked among 28 players for the
world governing body FIFA's campaign to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. He
has been selected along with Lionel Messi, Philip Lahm, Iker Casillas, and Carles
Puyol.
Highlights:
FIFA and the World Health Organization (WHO) have partnered to combat the
coronavirus and launched 'Pass the message to kick out coronavirus', a new
awareness campaign, led by world-renowned footballers.
The campaign urges people to follow five key steps to stop the spread of the
disease.
The five key steps as per the WHO guidance, is hand washing, coughing
etiquette, not touching your face, physical distance and staying home if feeling
unwell.
28 players are involved in the video campaign which will be published in 13
languages.

The US reported more Coronavirus cases than China, Italy
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The United States has reported more coronavirus cases than any other country with
over 82,400. The report was announced by Johns Hopkins University. The number
has overtaken China and Italy. The country made the coronavirus tests available in
all 50 states and more than 552,000 tests had been conducted nationwide.
Measures:
The US has released "new guidelines" which will create "low, medium and highrisk zones". These guidelines will allow the government to advise on maintaining,
increasing, or relaxing social distancing and other mitigation measures they have
put in place.
The United States is the world's largest economy. The Labor Department of the
US reported that 3.3 million people applied for unemployment benefits. It is the
highest number ever recorded.
The Senate unanimously passed a $2 trillion package. It will provide cash payouts
averaging $3,400 for a family of four.
A study from the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation at the University of
Washington's School of Medicine stated that around 2,300 patients could be dying
every day by April 2020.

DGFT sets up Helpdesk for COVID-19 related Export or Import issue
Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) has operationalized a helpdesk in
the Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry. People can
contact the department for any COVID-19 related Export or Import issue.
Helpdesk:
The exporters and importers across India can directly flag their issues through the
channels provided by the DGFT.
People
can
raise
queries
in
the
DGFT
Platform,
http://rla.dgft.gov.in:8100/CRS_NEW/. The email address for contact is
dgftedi@nic.in
People can dial the toll-free number of 1800-111-550.
DGFT:
DGFT organization was established in 1991. It functions under the Department of
Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry. It is headed by the DirectorGeneral of Foreign Trade. The department is involved in the regulation and
promotion of foreign trade through regulation. DGFT was assigned the role of
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facilitator.

Centre to provide Rs.1.70 lakh crore relief package under PMGKY
The Union Minister of Finance Nirmala Sitharaman announced Rs.1.70 lakh
crore relief package under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana on 26 March.
The move aims to help the poor to fight the battle against CoronaVirus.
Highlights:
The move aims to provide the poor with food and money in hands so that they do
not face difficulties in buying essential supplies and meeting essential needs.
The components of the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package include:
1. Insurance scheme for health workers who fight COVID-19 in Health Care
Centres and Government Hospitals
Under the scheme, doctors, specialists, nurses, ASHA workers, paramedics,
technicians, Safai karamcharis, ward-boys, and other health workers will be
covered. Any health profession meet with some accident while treating COVID-19
patients, will be compensated with an amount of Rs.50 lakh under the scheme. The
scheme is expected to benefit approximately 22 lakh health workers.
2. PM Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana:
As per the announcement made by the Finance Ministry, the scheme will cover 80
crore individuals across India. Under the scheme, the government aims to provide
foodgrains to the people of India for the next 3 months. The beneficiaries of the
scheme will be given adequate availability of protein. The people will be given 1 kg
per family for the next three months.
3. Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana:
Under the scheme, the first installment of Rs.2,000 due in 2020-21 will be paid in
April 2020. It will cover 8.7 crore farmers across India.
4. Cash transfers Under PM Garib Kalyan Yojana:
A total of Rs.20.40 crores PMJDY women account-holders would be given an exgratia of Rs.500 per month for the next three months.
5. Self-Help groups:
The limit of the collateral-free lending of the 63 lakh Self Help Groups (SHGs) has
increased from Rs.10 to Rs 20 lakhs.
6. Employees' Provident Fund Regulations (EPFR) will allow the non-refundable
advance of 75% of the amount or three months of the wages, whichever is lower,
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from their accounts due to the pandemic.
7. The Ministry has created a Welfare Fund for Building and Other
Constructions Workers. Under the Central Government Act, the State
Governments will be given directions to utilize the fund to provide assistance and
support to these workers to protect them against economic disruptions.

Maharashtra to use indelible ink to mark people suspected of coronavirus
The Maharashtra state government has decided to stamp the left hand of the
people who have been kept under quarantine amid coronavirus pandemic in the
country. The announcement was made by Maharashtra state health minister Rajesh
Tope. The government has also declared evading from the screening a punishable
offence under the Epidemic Act 1897.
Highlights:
The report stated that the left hand of those under home quarantine will be
stamped to identify them easily.
Stamping is a precautionary measure for the state.
The government has directed the authorities at hospitals and airports to stamp the
left palm of suspected people with the ink that would last for 14 days.
They have been directed to use the indelible ink, that is used during the election to
mark voters, to mark the people.
The mark on a person indicates that the person is under compulsory home
quarantine till 31 March.
The state has also allotted Rs.45 crore to contain the virus in the state.
The state has reported the maximum number of cases of COVID-19 in the
country. So far, Maharashtra state has reported 39 cases of COVID-19 and seven
patients have escaped the treatment centres.
Background:
The Election Commission of India (ECI) has permitted the usage of indelible ink
by health authorities to stamp home quarantined on the hands of those suspected
of being infected with the new coronavirus. It aims to ease the policy of using the
ink only for voting purposes. ECI has instructed the authorities not to apply it on
any finger of the left hand as per the Rule 49K of the Conduct of Elections Rules,
1961.
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DST sets up task force to map technologies by start-ups through AI, IoT
The Department of Science and Technology (DST) set up a COVID-19 task force
to map technologies to fund nearly market-ready solutions in the area of
diagnostics, testing, healthcare delivery solutions, and equipment supplies.
Highlights:
The COVID-19 task force will map technologies from research and development
labs, academic institutions, start-ups, and Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs).
The task force will map delivery solutions including masks, protective gear,
sanitizers and affordable screening kits for coronavirus.
It also maps oxygenators, ventilators, data analytics to track, monitor and control
the speed of the spread of the virus through artificial intelligence (AI) and the
Internet of Things (IoT).
The task force will identify the start-ups that are close to scale up their production
in the specified areas.
Members:
The members of the task force include:
Representatives from Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME),
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, DST, Department of
Biotechnology (DBT), Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR), Council
for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), Atal Innovation Mission (AIM),
Startup India and All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE).

Hospital in Jaipur to use humanoid robot to serve COVID-19 patients
The Sawai Man Singh (SMS) Government Hospital in Jaipur is to introduce the
usage of humanoid robots to provide services to the COVID-19 patients.
Humanoid robot:
The hospital is conducting a series of trials on a humanoid robot to check if the
robot can be pressed into service to deliver medicines and food to the COVID-19
patients admitted in the hospital.
It is aimed to keep the doctors and nursing staff at a safe distance to protect them
against the dreaded coronavirus.
The hospital is currently conducting test trials to put the robots into use.
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The robots are aimed to help out both the patients and the staff. The robot is
battery-operated and has a life span of 4-5 years.
The humanoid robot uses artificial intelligence (AI) and Internet of Things
(IoT) to navigate its own way without the instructions to follow lines on the floor.
It has been designed with a tray that can be used for carrying medicines, food and
other objects to the assigned patients.
A Jaipur-based entrepreneur has offered to supply the humanoid robots for free of
cost to the hospital as part of a corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiative.

AP to set up a drone ecosystem in the State
The Andhra Pradesh Drones Corp is to set up a drone ecosystem in Anantapur
district, Andhra Pradesh. The aim of this initiative is to establish a laboratory for
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) or drones.
Highlights:
The Andhra Pradesh state government is planning to build a drone ecosystem, in
the Anantapur district.
The govt invited the UAV industry to be part of the move.
Anantapur district was chosen as it is close to the international airport in
Bengaluru, Karnataka, which is 215 km away.
The main objective of the drone ecosystem is to cater to the need of the
UAV/drone industry, including manufacturing, assembling, research, product
design and development, rapid prototyping, sensors and payloads manufacturing,
and battery assembling.

Centre approved more than Rs.5 crore to 8 states
Government of India approved an additional Rs.5,751.27 crore as an aid to 8 states
that were hit by floods, landslides, cyclone 'Bulbul' and drought in 2019. The
approval was decided by a high-level committee under the Chairmanship of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah. The eight states which will be given the financial
assistance are Bihar, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Nagaland, Odisha, Rajasthan,
and West Bengal.
Highlights:
The fund will be released from the National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF)
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which is subject to the adjustment of 50% of balances available in the SDRF
account as on 1 April of the current financial year.
The Centre has already released: Rs.953.17 crore to Bihar, Rs.1758.18 crore to
Maharashtra, Rs.1119.98 crore to Rajasthan, Rs.1090.68 crore to West Bengal,
Rs.11.48 crore to Karnataka

GoI declared Hydroxychloroquine as Schedule H1 Drug
The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare issued a directive that restricts the
sale and distribution of hydroxychloroquine. The drug has been declared an
essential drug to treat the COVID-19 patients.
Highlights:
The Central government has specified the sale of the drug in "Schedule H1 to the
Drugs and Cosmetics Rules, 1945."
Under this, the sale by retail of any preparation containing the drug
Hydroxychloroquine should be in accordance with the conditions for the sale of
drugs specified in Schedule H1.
The drug must possess a warning label of "only prescription sale" and against
self-medication.
Also, the chemists should maintain records for the name and address of the
prescriber, the name of the patient, the name of the drug and the quantity supplied.
These records must be maintained for three years and be open for inspection.
Previously, the National Task Force for COVID-19 constituted by the Indian
Council for Medical Research (ICMR) recommended the usage of
hydroxychloroquine to treat COVID-19 patients.
Schedule H1 Drugs:
In India, the cosmetic import, manufacture, distribution, and sale of the drugs
happen under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940. Schedule H1 was introduced
through Gazette notification GSR 588 (E) that dated as 30-08-2013 to check the
indiscriminate use of antibiotics, anti-TB and some other drugs in the country. The
Schedule H1 Drugs should be recorded in a separate register. The name and
address of the prescriber, the name of the drug and the quantity supplied should be
recorded and kept safe for 3 years. The drugs specified under Schedule H1 Drugs
should be labelled with the symbol Rx which shall be in red and conspicuously
displayed on the left top corner of the label.
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Sikkim govt announced an economic package to provide immediate relief to
EWS
Sikkim Chief Minister P S Tamang announced an economic package to provide
immediate relief to economically weaker sections (EWS) of society following a
meeting of the State Task Force for COVID-19 prevention in Gangtok on 27
March.
Highlights:
The package includes the provision of rice, pulses, cooking oil, salt, potatoes and
onions to families without a government job and a daily wage of Rs.300 for
labourers working in all pharma companies operating in Sikkim during the
lockdown.
The State govt also announced a one-time monetary incentive of Rs.3,000 for
various sections including Sikkim Police personnel engaged in screening and
maintaining law and order, health department workers posted at hospitals and
checkpoints, truck drivers under State Transport Department engaged in the
transportation of essential commodities and Safai Karamcharis working during the
lockdown period.
The State Government has also decided to provide insurance to all the frontline
workers and permit the State Bank of Sikkim to allow a three-month moratorium on
all loans.

Odisha announced 2 dedicated COVID-19 hospitals
The Odisha state government announced that it will set up two 500-bed hospitals
to exclusively treat COVID- 19 patients. The move by the state government is to
prepare for any possible deterioration in the situation.
Measures taken by Odisha:
The hospitals are being set up in partnership with the Kalinga Institute of
Medical Sciences and SUM Hospital. It will be made functional in a fortnight.
Panchayats across the state have prepared 7,200 beds for isolation and
quarantine purposes. The state's health and family welfare department also
warned patients against visiting the city's Kar Clinic for outpatient and inpatient
care.
The dedicated COVID-19 hospitals will operate out of buildings provided by the
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two medical colleges. Also, the PSU Orissa Mining Corporation and Coal India
subsidiary Mahanadi Coal Ltd is to fund the initiative from their Corporate
social responsibility (CSR).
Over 84,000 people had returned to the state recently form other states and abroad.
As of 26 March, 3 COVID-19 positive cases have been reported in the state.

NMC launched a health app to provide guidance for people under isolation
due to coronavirus infection
Nagpur Municipal Corporation (NMC) has developed a health app named
"COVID-19", after the virus itself, under the guidance of Municipal
Commissioner, Tukaram Mundhe.
COVID-19 health app:
The app is aimed to help the citizens who are under isolation and experiencing
symptoms like dry cough, respiratory disorders, and fever.
The app was launched with the support of HLL Life Care GOL.
A person should download the app.
He/She should fill out personal details and the symptoms they have been going
through and then press the submit button.
After the successful submission of the query, the doctors and medic will contact
the person and guide according to the health issue.
The app is made only for those who have symptoms of novel coronavirus and
should not be used by those who have other symptoms than the mentioned ones.

Indian Railways prepares train coaches for isolation units for COVID-19
patients
The Indian Railways have prepared a prototype of train coaches that can be used
as isolation units for COVID-19 patients. The move is to face challenges that
might be caused due to the outbreak of Coronavirus.
Highlights:
Initially, 10 coaches will be converted into isolation units for those affected by
COVID- 19. There are 17 zones in Indian Railways.
The isolation coaches will be used all across the country and will remain
in railway premises.
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The prototype has been developed by Northern Railway.
It is expected that other zones will give their outputs in 3-4 days. Indian Railways
is yet to finalize a particular design in this regard.
For the isolation cabin, middle berth from one side and all the three berths have
been removed in front of the patient berth.
Air curtains in each compartment has been provided.
Each compartment is provided with four bottle holders and a 220-volt electric
point for medical instruments.
The aisle areas of the bathrooms have been modified to prepare the isolation
coaches. A hand shower, one bucket, and a mug is placed in each bathroom.
With these provisions, there are 10 isolation wards in each coach.
Indian Railways is to make more designs of the isolation coaches as a measure to
combat COVID-19.

Control Room set up in Bihar Bhawan to assist Migrant Labourers
Government has set up a control room in Bihar Bhawan, New Delhi. The
information was passed by the Resident Commissioner of Bihar, Vipin Kumar.
The control room will facilitate and provide holistic assistance to the migrant
labourers of Bihar. It will work 24X7. It will provide all possible support and
assistance to the people. The helpline numbers to reach the control room are
011-23792009 and 011-23014326.

GeM introduce initiative to procure goods by Govt department
Government e-Marketplace (GeM) has introduced a number of initiatives in the
fight against COVID-19 Pandemic. The portal has introduced many steps to
enable quick, efficient, transparent and cost-effective purchases during the
coronavirus lockdown.
Measures:
Currently, more than 7400 products in about 150 product categories and hiring
of transport services have been made available on the GeM portal.
A dedicated page for COVID 19 related categories has been created on the GeM
website https://gem.gov.in/covid19.
Categories namely Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Sample Collection Kit,

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 23 - March 29, 2020)

Reusable
vinyl/rubber
gloves
(cleaning),
Eye
protection
(visor/goggles), Disposable thermometers, Single-use towels, UV tube light for
sterilization, Surgical Isolation Face Shield, and Medical waste incinerator have
been created for medical supplies. These are live on GeM.
All categories recommended by NITI Ayog in medical and auxiliary supplies are
now available on GeM.
All OEMs, resellers, and suppliers for the above newly created categories are being
identified for onboarding on GeM.
A total of 173, out of which 120 are Medical Related and 53 are Auxiliary,
COVID-19 related categories are available on GeM.

JK exclusively dedicated 2 hospitals for treating COVID-19 patients
In Jammu, two hospitals Psychiatry Hospital and Chest Diseases hospital have
been exclusively dedicated to treating COVID-19 patients. The move is the part of
the state's efforts in the fight against the COVID-19.
The State government stated that any additional manpower, if required, in the two
hospitals will be provided by the National Health Mission (NHM). The Union
Territory J&K has already dedicated Government Hospital Gandhi Nagar entirely
for treating COVID-19 patients. The hospital provides 200 isolation beds in
addition to the 90 beds in place.

Nagaland CM launches Self Declaration COVID-19 App
Chief Minister of Nagaland Neiphiu Rio launched the Self Declaration
COVID-19 Nagaland App at Kohima on 28 March. The app is aimed to trace
theperson who entered the state, as a measure to tackle the spread of Coronavirus.
Self Declaration COVID-19 Nagaland App:
The app will be mandatory for any person who entered Nagaland after 6th
March. The app is available for Android and iOS users.
The app is crucial for tracking and surveillance of high-risk cases.
People can download the app from the website nagalandhealthproject.org.
Users will be directed to click the menu button and select the nCOVID-19 App.
Upon successful registration, a person will be instructed to fill up all the details
under the visitor checklist and submit. Also, the fields with an asterisk sign (*) are
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mandatory.

GOI sets up PM-CARES fund to deal with COVID-19 pandemic
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Prime Ministers' Citizen Assistance
and Relief in Emergency Situations (PM-CARES) fund on 28 March to deal
with the COVID-19 pandemic. Prime Minister will be the Chairman of the trust and
its Members include Defence Minister, Home Minister and Finance Minister.
PM-CARES Highlight:
The dedicated national fund aims to deal with any kind of emergency or distress
situation, like the COVID-19 pandemic.
Citizens and organizations can visit the website pmindia.gov.in and donate to PMCARES Fund. The fund will enable micro-donations that allow a large number of
people to contribute with the smallest of denominations.
Donations to this fund will be exempted from income tax (IT) under section
80(G).
Details to fund PM-CARES:
Account number: 2121PM20202
IFSC code: SBIN0000691
SWIFT code: SBININBB104
UPI id: pmcares@sbi
Citizens can also donate to the fund on pmindia.gov.in using UPI, Net Banking,
Real-time gross settlement (RTGS), National Electronic Funds Transfer (NEFT)
and debit and credit cards.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
ARCI developed technology to improve fuel efficiency of internal combustion
engines
International Advanced Centre for Powder Metallurgy & New Materials
(ARCI) developed ultrafast laser surface texturing technology. The technology
can improve the fuel efficiency of internal combustion engines.
Highlights:
Laser surface micro-texturing offers precise control of the size and shape.
The density of micro-surface texture features gains momentum as a way to control
friction and wear.
The special feature of the technology is a pulsating laser beam creates microdimples or grooves on the surface of materials in a very controlled manner.
The texture traps wear debris when operating under dry sliding conditions. It
provides effects like enhancing oil supply that can lower friction coefficients and
may enable reduced wear rate. This will improve the fuel efficiency of internal
combustion engines.

ARI develops wheat variety with high protein
Agharkar Research Institute (ARI) Scientists have developed a biofortified
durum wheat variety MACS 4028. The new wheat variety shows high protein
content.
New wheat variety MACS 4028:
The wheat variety developed by the ARI scientists show high protein content of
about 14.7%
The wheat has a better nutritional quality of zinc 40.3 ppm, and iron content of
40.3ppm and 46.1ppm respectively, good milling quality and overall acceptability.
MACS 4028 is a semi-dwarf variety. IThe MACS 4028 variety is also included by
the Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) program for the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF) to alleviate malnutrition in a sustainable way.t matures in 102 days
and has shown the superior and stable yielding ability of 19.3 quintals per hectare.
It is resistant to stem rust, leaf rust, foliar aphids, root aphids, and brown wheat
mite.
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The MACS 4028 variety is also included by the Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK)
program for the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) to alleviate
malnutrition in a sustainable way.
The new variety can boost the Vision 2022 "Kuposhan Mukt Bharat", the
National Nutrition Strategy.
It aims to tackle the hidden hunger in the rural areas of India is being continued
using traditional plant breeding approach to achieve Kuposhan Mukt Bharat.

CCMB to begin trial on genome sequencing of Coronavirus
Hyderabad-based CSIR's Centre for Cellular Molecular Biology (CCMB)
announced that it is working to sequence the whole genome of the COVID-19 virus
that is taken from isolates from people who have tested positive.
COVID-19 Genome Sequencing:
Sequencing the large-scale genome will help us understand how similar or
different Indian isolates are, compared with others in the world.
The genome sequencing will help scientists and doctors to understand the rate of
mutation and the possible routes of spread.
It will help to understand the biology of the virus.
Earlier, CCMB sought samples from AIIMS for the study purpose.
Genome Sequencing:
The genetic material of an organism is called Genome. It consists of sets of
Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) or Ribonucleic acid (RNA). The science of
identifying the genome of the organism is called Genome sequencing.
Centre for Cellular Molecular Biology (CCMB):
Established on: 1977
Location: Hyderabad
Director: Rakesh K. Mishra
CCMB functions under the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR). Global Molecular and Cell Biology Network of UNESCO designated the
Centre as Center of Excellence.

Warm, humid climate might reduce the transmission of Coronavirus
Scientists from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), the US
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suggested that warm and humid weather is linked to the slower spread of the novel
coronavirus. The study also stated that countries that experience monsoon may
experience the lesser transmission of the coronavirus.
Study Highlights:
The scientists assessed several data on the number of COVID-19 infections in
different parts of the world and compared it with two parameters of weather from
all the regions namely temperature and humidity.
The study stated that transmission of COVID-19 has occurred in regions with
temperatures between 3 and 17 degrees Celsius. The absolute humidity of the
regions ranged from 4 to 9 gram per cubic metre (g/m3).
Also, in countries with a mean temperature greater than 18 degree Celsius and
absolute humidity more than 9 g/m3 has reported less than 6% of cases.
As per the analysis, the scientists noted that countries, especially Asian countries,
experiencing monsoon might see a slowdown in transmission as absolute
humidity is generally above 10g/m3 during monsoon.

WHO conducts Mega trial of 4 drugs to combat coronavirus
The World Health Organization (WHO) has begun a global mega trial of
the four most promising drugs that may cure the novel coronavirus. The 4 drugs
are Remdesivir, Chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine, Ritonavir and lopinavir,
Ritonavir/lopinavir and interferon-beta.
Mega Trial:
The mega trial by WHO is called Solidarity.
Under Solidarity, the scientist will study, test, and develop an antidote against
coronavirus will be done.
Solidarity trial test is expected to procure robust results. For the test trial, several
thousands of patients have to be recruited.
Remdesivir drug was used to combat Ebola and other dangerous viruses.
Chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine are used to treat patients suffering from
malaria.
Ritonavir and lopinavir drug is given to human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)
to slow down the process of deterioration of organs.
Ritonavir/lopinavir and interferon-beta is used to treat Middle-East
respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS) patients in Saudi Arabia.
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India to begin antibody tests on coronavirus
India is set to begin antibody tests for the coronavirus to confirm whether a
person had previously been infected with the virus. The move is expected to
help understand the epidemiology of COVID-19 in the country.
Highlights:
The antibody test is named as "serological test".
The test looks for antibodies in the blood, it is different from the current,
diagnostic tests that determine active infection through nasal or throat swabs.
Serological tests will help the scientists and doctors to determine if a person has
previously had a viral infection, based on the presence of antibodies in the blood,
possibly even if they were asymptotic.
It is not a confirmatory test. It will be used for the purpose of surveillance to
generate data and understand whether people got exposed to the virus.

Study shows good results with plasma treatment for coronavirus
A study suggested that the convalescent plasma could be a possible treatment
methodology. Convalescent plasma refers to the plasma extracted from those who
are recovering from coronavirus (COVID-19). The study was conducted at the
infectious disease department, Shenzhen Third People's Hospital in Shenzhen,
China.
Study Highlights:
The study included five patients, critically ill with COVID-19. The preliminary
results from the test were promising.
The study stated that preliminary findings stated that the convalescent plasma
transfusion may be helpful in the treatment of critically ill patients with COVID-19
and acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS), but this approach requires
evaluation in randomized clinical trials.
After the plasma transfusion, body temperature normalized within 3 days in 4 of 5
patients, the Sequential Organ Failure Assessment score decreased, and the ratio
that determines severity of ARDS increased within 12 days.
Viral loads also decreased and became negative within 12 days after the
transfusion.
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Apple launched app for COVID-19 information
Tech giant Apple has released a new dedicated app and website for users across
the US. The app provides accurate and credible information to users about the
COVID-19 pandemic.
App features:
The new COVID-19 app and website provide the needed guidance and latest
information from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The
app has been made available on the App Store. The users can also use the new tools
to answer questions around risk factors, recent exposure, and symptoms. The tool
will provide guidance on social distancing and self-isolating based on risk level.
Apple has also enabled Siri to provide guidance and resources from the CDC.
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ENVIRONMENT
FAO reports peatlands can help attain climate goals
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations reported that
Peatlands can play a crucial role in regulating the global climate by acting as
carbon sinks. The report was authored by 35 experts.
Report Highlights:
The report recommended countries to restore and manage the Peatland
ecosystems as these land are facing degradation.
Peatlands cover only 3% of Earth's surface. The degradation of the land occurs
due to drainage, fire, agricultural use, and forestry. It can trigger the release of
stored carbon in a few decades.
It highlighted important case studies from Indonesia, the Democratic Republic of
the Congo and Peru in their attempts to map and monitor peatlands.
Peatlands:
Peatlands contain 30% of the world's soil carbon. These lands are formed due to
the accumulation of partially decomposed plant remains over thousands of years
under conditions of water-logging. When drained, the lands emit greenhouse gases
(GHGs). It contributes up to one gigaton of emissions per year through oxidation.
Peatlands are currently facing degradation. This can be controlled by monitoring
and mapping. The groundwater level of peatlands should be continuously
monitored as it can turn into carbon emission sources.
The mapping of Peatlands will tell the location of the peat and its condition.
Mapping, along with conservation and restoration measures, will help to maintain
water regulation services. The report provided methodologies to map the peatlands.
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BILLS & ACTS
Lok Sabha passed 2020 Finance Bill without discussion
Lok Sabha passed the Finance Bill 2020 on 23 March. So far, more than 40
amendments were introduced by the government to the Finance Bill, which was
moved for consideration and passing by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.
The Bill was passed by voice vote and without discussion.
Bill provisions:
The Bill was introduced by the Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.
The Bill gives effect to the financial proposals of the central government for
fiscal 2020-21.
So far, more than 40 amendments were introduced by the government to the
Finance Bill.

RS passed 2020 JK Appropriation Bills
The Rajya Sabha approved the Jammu and Kashmir Appropriation Bills 2020
for the budget of Rs. 1 lakh crore for the Union Territory (UT) of Jammu and
Kashmir for 2020-21. The bill was passed by the Lok Sabha on 19 March.
Bill:
As per the Jammu & Kashmir Appropriation Bills 2020, only 10% of the funds
should be spent for security purposes in the UT, and the remaining should be spent
for developmental objectives.
The J&K government has made a provision of over Rs.1 lakh crore towards the
J&K's budget in 2020-21, as against Rs.88,911 crore in the previous financial
year.
The budget aims to cover the entire UT of J&K under the Centre's flagship health
scheme Ayushman Bharat.
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DEFENCE
Indian Army launched Operation Namaste
Indian Army has launched an initiative christened 'Operation Namaste' to extend
all possible assistance to the government in containing the spread of coronavirus.
The operation was launched by Army Chief General Manoj Mukund
Naravane on 27 March.
Operation Namaste:
Under the operation, the Indian Army has issued several directives to all its
bases to insulate the force from the coronavirus.
The army has set up a command-wise helpline as part of measures to deal with any
possible eventualities arising out of the pandemic.
The army has set up 28 service hospitals to deal with coronavirus cases including
civilian patients.
Isolation wards are being established at hospitals in formations along the border
areas besides launching communication campaigns for the soldiers and officials.

DRDO prepared four different items ready to be deployed in War against
Corona
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has prepared four
different items ready to be deployed inthe war against Coronaas a result of a
focused approach.
DRDO's efforts:
The four different items prepared by DRDO are Hand sanitizer, Ventilators, N99
masks, Body Suits.
Hand sanitizers, the basic instrument against the spread of COVID-19, have been
developed in-house at DRDO. DRDO has distributed hand sanitizers to Indian
Armed forces, Armed Forces Medical Corps, Defence Security Corps, Ministry of
Defence, Delhi Police and 40 nakas so far. Sanitizers were produced in the DRDO
lab, Defence Research & Development Establishment (DRDE), Gwalior.
As COVID-19 affects pulmonary functions, DRDO is on to create a Multi patientventilator' wherein several patients can be supported by a single ventilator. DRDO
announced around 5,000 ventilators will be produced in the first month and 10,000
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subsequently.
N99 masks have developed five-layer N99 masks with two layers of nanomesh
that are very advanced. DRDO assured to prepare 10,000 N99 masks per day.
Body Suits were manufactured for medical and paramedical staff to manage and
evacuate the causalities in the event of radiological emergencies.
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SPORTS
Tokyo 2020 Summer Olympics to be postponed
Japanese authorities are planning to postpone the Tokyo 2020 Summer
Olympics due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The final decision will be announced
soon. It was announced by Yoshiro Mori, president of the Tokyo 2020 Organizing
Committee.
Highlights:
The game will not be cancelled but will be postponed.The organizers are still
discussing if they could still secure the Olympic venues for all 33 sports, and for
the Paralympics.
Japan's official budget for the Olympic Games is around $12.6 billion, so far.The
Tokyo Olympic torch relay is due to start on 26 March in Fukushima in
northeastern Japan.Recently, Canada and Australia have announced its pullout from
the Tokyo Olympics due to the COVID-19 outbreak.
Games of the XXXII Olympiad (2020 Summer Olympics):
Host city: Tokyo, Japan
Planned dates of the event: 24 July-9 August 2020
Participating Nations: 204
Athletes: 11,091
Events: 339 in 33 sports

Tokyo Olympic torch relay has been cancelled
The Japan leg of the Tokyo Olympic torch relay has been cancelled due to the
coronavirus pandemic. The announcement was made by Yoshiro Mori, President of
the Tokyo 2020 organizing committee. The move comes after Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe and International Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach agreed
to postpone the Tokyo Olympic games by roughly one year. The decision was
made during a telephone conference. International Olympic Committee (IOC) is
planning to draw a new plan for the relay. IOC stated that the Olympic flame will
remain in Japan.
Background:
The torch relay was scheduled to begin in Fukushima Prefecture, northeastern
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Japan. The flame for the Tokyo Olympics 2020 was lit as scheduled on 12 March in
ancient Olympia despite the COVID-19 outbreak. The flame handover ceremony
took place in Athens on 19 March before the flame arrived in Japan on 20 March
in Miyagi Prefecture. The relay was to cover 859 municipalities across all 47
prefectures in Japan.
After the COVID-19 pandemic, the Tokyo Games Organizing Committee planned
to transport the Olympic flame in a lantern by car instead of having it carried by
torchbearers when the Japan leg of the torch relay starts later in the week. It was
decided as it aimed to prevent the spread of the coronavirus among people who
would normally line the roads to watch the flame be carried past.
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OBITUARY
Tamil director Viswanathan passed away
Veteran Tamil director Meenakshisundaram Ramasamy Viswanathan passed
away due to kidney failure on 22 March in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. He was 74 years
old.
Meenakshisundaram Ramasamy Viswanathan:
Viswanathan is popularly known as Visu in the Tamil film industry. Visu started
his career working as an assistant under filmmaker K Balachander. In 1977, he
directed his first movie Pattina Pravesam. He was known for his message-driven
family dramas.
He directed many blockbusters like Samsaram Adhu Minsaaram, Thirumathi Oru
Vegumathi, Ketti Melam, Vaai Sollil Veerandi, Penmani Aval Kanmani,
Rajathandhiram, Dowry Kalyanam, Sakalakaala Sambandhi, among others. Also,
he has acted in movies like Oomai Vizhigal, Veedu Manaivi Makkal, and Vanaja
Girija, etc. Apart from acting, directing, and writing, he was known for hosting livedebates on television.

Asterix co-creator Albert Uderzo passed away
Albert Uderzo passed away on 24 March 2020. He died at the age of 92. He died
due to a heart attack. He was the co-creator and illustrator behind the hugely
popular of the Asterix comic books.
Albert Uderzo:
Albert Uderzo is a French comic book artist. He was born on 25 April 1927 in
Fismes, France. He created the beloved Asterix comics in 1959 in collaboration
with Ren Goscinny. The famous character was sold worldwide with more than
370m albums, 11 films, and an Asterix theme park. In 1985, he was awarded the
Knight of the Legion of Honour. In 2005, he was inducted into the Eisner Award
Hall of Fame, US and in 2007 he was awarded the Knight of the Order of the
Netherlands Lion.

Renowned architect Satish Gujral passed away
Renowned artist and architect Satish Gujral passed away on 26 March. He was
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94-years old. He died due to illness. PM Narendra Modi condoled his demise.
Satish Gujral:
Satish Gujral was an architect, painter, muralist, sculptor and graphic artist. He was
admired for his creativity and determination with which he overcame many
adversities. The alphabet mural on the outside wall of the Delhi High Court is
one of his famous works. He is the one who designed the Belgian Embassy in
Delhi are few of his famous work. In 1999, he was awarded Padma Vibhushan,
India's second-highest civilian honour. He was conferred the NDTV Indian of the
Year Award in the year 2014.

Rajyogini Dadi Janki passed away
The chief of Brahmakumaris Sansthan, Rajyogini Dadi Janki, passed away at the
age of 104 due to prolonged illness on 27 March. PM Narendra Modi expressed his
grief over her demise.
Rajyogini Dadi Janki:
Rajyogini Dadi Janki was born on 1 January 1916 in Hyderabad which is located in
Sindh province (now in Pakistan). She began her spiritual journey at the age of 21.
She moved to western countries to establish Indian philosophy, Raj Yoga and
human values in the 1970s. She set up Seva Kendras in 140 countries across the
world. The chief administrators at 8,000 of such centres are women. She served as
the chief of Brahmakumaris Sansthan which is the world's largest spiritual
organization run by women. Over 20 lakh people, including 46,000 women are
associated with Brahamkumaris.
GoI appointed Janki as the brand ambassador of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
(Clean India Mission) because of her work in the field of maintaining cleanliness.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
UK Confirmed as 1st co-chair in India-Led Climate Change Initiative CDRI
The United Kingdom (UK) was confirmed as the first co-chair of the governing
council of India-led global Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure
(CDRI).
Governing Council of CDRI is the highest policy-making body of the society. The
council is co-chaired by India and a representative of another national government
nominated by rotation every two years. The UK Secretary of State for Business,
Energy, and Industrial Strategy, Alok Sharma, represented the UK at the first
council meeting. The minister is President of the 2020 UN Climate Change
Conference (COP26). He held a meeting with Pramod Kumar Mishra, the Indian
Prime Minister's Principal Secretary, over videoconference. The UK will host
COP26 in Glasgow in November 2020.
CDRI:
The proposal to establish CDRI was initiated and approved by the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on 13 August 2019. The supporting secretariat was set up in New
Delhi, India. The memorandum and regulations of the CDRI society was prepared
by the National Disaster Management Authority. CDRI is a voluntary
international grouping, linking governments, UN agencies, banks, private sector
groups, and academia to develop the resilience of infrastructure systems to climate
and disaster risks.
CDRI aims to bring together the largest number of state heads to generate
commitments to combat the effects of climate change and resulting disasters. India
has announced Rs.480 crore to the CDRI for the next five years. It will help fund
technical assistance and research projects, setting up offices and covering recurring
expenditures under the initiative.

Saudi Arabia proposed to convene virtual G20 Leaders Summit on 26 March
Saudi Arabia proposed to convene a virtual G20 Leaders' Summit on 26 March.
Saudi Arabia is to advance a coordinated response to the COVID-19 pandemic and
its human and economic implications. Saud Arabia holds the chair. King Salman
Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud will chair Summit.
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Summit Participants:
Leaders from countries namely Spain, Jordan, Singapore, and Switzerland and
several international organizations including United Nations (UN), World Bank
Group (WBG), the World Health Organization (WHO), International Labour
Organization (ILO), World Trade Organization (WTO), the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO), Financial Stability Board (FSB), International
Monetary Fund (IMF), the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) will participate in the summit.
Regional organizations will be represented by South Africa the Chair of the
African Union (AU), Vietnam the Chair of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), the United Arab Emirates the Chair of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC), and Rwanda the Chair of the New Partnership for Africa's
Development (NEPAD).
G20:
The G20 (Group of 20) is an international cooperation forum on financial and
economic issues. It includes 19 of the world's largest economies and the European
Union. It is a primary platform for global economic governance.

G20 to inject USD5 trillion into World economy
The G20 nations agreed to collectively inject $5 trillion into the world economy.
The move by the countries is to counteract the social, economic and financial
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. The video conference summit was held on 26
March.
G20 Summit Highlights:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi represented India in a video-conference of G20
economies.
PM Modi stressed on a new concept of "globalization that focusses on humanity
and collective welfare" rather than individual interest.
The leaders of the G20 countries has agreed to make collaborative effort to develop
therapeutic solutions including vaccines, make diagnostics more effective and make
testing kits and other equipment more freely available.
The leaders agreed to ensure the flow of medical supplies and critical agricultural
products across borders and work together to facilitate international trade.
The countries reaffirmed their commitments to WHO's mandate to fight the
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pandemic. The members countries agreed to provide resources to poorer countries
and come up with a Covid Solidarity Response Fund.
The leaders urged to boost funding for a vaccine for coronavirus.
So far, the coronavirus has infected close to 5,00,000 people across countries and
claimed more than 22,000 lives.
G20 Summit:
G20 was founded in 1999. It is a group of 20 countries. The members of the group
include Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico,
Russia, Saudi Arabia, Argentina, Australia, Brazil, South Africa, South Korea,
Turkey, the UK, the US, and EU. The aim of the group is to promote international
financial stability. The 2019 summit was held in the Osaka summit.
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SCHEMES
Cabinet approved the continuation of RoSCTL scheme from 1 April
The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved for
continuation of Rebate of State and Central Taxes and Levies (RoSCTL) scheme
from 1 April 2020. Until then, the scheme will be merged with the Remission of
Duties and Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP). It is expected to make the
textile sector competitive by rebating all taxes and levies that are currently not
being rebated under any other mechanism.
RoSCTL Scheme:
RoSCTL Scheme is an export incentive that is offered on the basis of the Freight
on Board (FOB) value of the export.
It will replace the Rebate of State Levies (RoSL) scheme.
The introduction for RoSCTL was notified by the Ministry of Textiles in March
2019.
RoSCTL will be implemented through a scrip-based system on the export of
garments and made-ups.
Under the scheme, the rates were notified in four schedules. Schedules 1 and
2 specify the Central and State taxes and levies for apparel and made-ups.
Schedules 3 and 4 will give the Central and State taxes applicable for apparel
export when the fabric has been imported duty-free under the Special Advance
Authorisation Scheme.
The scheme was introduced due to the increasing international pressure on export
incentives provided by the Indian government.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Sameer Aggarwal is appointed as CEO of Walmart India
Sameer Aggarwal is appointed as CEO of Walmart India. Aggarwal
appointment will come into effect from 1 April. He will report to Dirk Van Den
Berghe, Executive Vice-President and Regional CEO of Asia and Global Sourcing,
Walmart.
Aggarwal will replace Krish Iyer, who is set to retire. He has assumed the role of
advisor to Best Price, Walmart India.
Sameer Aggarwal:
Sameer Aggarwal received his post-graduation from the London Business
School and is a fellow member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India.
He has experience across industries in general management, strategy, finance and
mergers, and acquisitions in various countries, for more than two decades. He
worked as the Chief Finance, Development and Supply Chain Officer for KFC
Thailand. Before this, he worked with Sainsbury's in its UK and China
operations as Head of Strategy and then Executive Assistant to the CEO to assist
with the CEO transition. He has worked with McKinsey & Company UK and
Australia as Associate Partner leading projects globally across various sectors and
functions for over seven years.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is observed on
21 March
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is observed on
21 March. The day aims to promote equality and reminds people of the negative
consequences of racial discrimination. It encourages people to remember their
obligation and determination to combat racial discrimination.
Theme:
On 23 December 2013, the UN General Assembly proclaimed the International
Decade for People of African Descent from 1 January 2015 to 31 December 2024.
The theme of observation is "People of African descent: recognition, justice, and
development".
History:
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination marks the day when
the police in Sharpeville, South Africa, opened fire and killed 69 people at a
peaceful demonstration against apartheid pass laws in 1960. The United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) aimed to increase the efforts to eliminate all forms of
racial discrimination, and it proclaimed the day as the UN Day of observance in
1966. In 1979, the UNGA adopted several activities to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination.
All world states and organizations participated in a program of action to combat
racism and racial discrimination in 1983. In 2001, UNGA held the World
Conference against Racism and Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia, and
Related Intolerance. In 2011, world leaders adopted a political declaration with
strong determination to make the fight against racism, racial discrimination,
xenophobia, and related intolerance, and the protection of the victims at the Durban
Declaration and Programme of Action.

World Poetry Day was observed on 21 March
World Poetry Day was observed on 21 March. The day recognizes the unique
ability of poetry to capture the creative spirit of the human mind. The day reminds
and encourages the oral tradition of poetry recitals. It also promotes the teaching of
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poetry and restores a dialogue between poetry and the other arts such as theatre,
dance, music, and painting. The day supports small publishers and creates an
attractive image of poetry in the media.
Aim:
The World Poetry Day aims to support linguistic diversity through poetic
expression and to offer endangered languages the opportunity to be heard within
their communities.
History:
The observation of World Poetry Day was adopted during UNESCO's 30th
General Conference in Paris in 1999. The aim is to support linguistic diversity
through poetic expression and increase the opportunity for endangered languages to
be heard.
The days aim to honour poets, writing, and teaching of poetry, revive oral traditions
of poetry recitals, promote the reading, foster the convergence between poetry and
other arts such as theatre, dance, music, and painting, and raise the visibility of
poetry in the media.

World Down Syndrome Day was observed on 21st March
World Down Syndrome Day was observed on 21st March every year. The
observation of the day aims to raise public awareness and understanding of Down
syndrome. The congenital disorder is caused byan extra 21st chromosome.
Aim:
The day aims to showcase the abilities and accomplishments of people with Down
syndrome. It also focuses on encouraging independence, self-advocacy, and
freedom of choices for people with Down syndrome.
History:
The UN reported that Down Syndrome affects about 1 in 800 births worldwide. It
causes intellectual disability and associated medical issues.
Down syndrome is a naturally occurring chromosomal arrangement that has
always been a part of the human condition. It is universally present across racial,
gender, and socio-economic lines.
Down Syndrome International and many other organizations have organized
various activities for World Down Syndrome Day since 2006. In November 2011,
the UN decided to officially observe the event from 2012 onwards, inviting
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governments and businesses to take part in World Down Syndrome Day.

World Water Day is observed on 22nd March
World Water Day is observed on 22nd March every year. The day aims to create
awareness of the 2.2 billion people living without access to safe water.
Aim:
The day marks the importance of freshwater and spreads awareness for the
sustainable management of freshwater resources. The day aims to revive
initiatives and measures to save water.
Water is the essential building block of life. It is essential to protect the health, and
hence water is vital for creating jobs and supporting economic, social, and human
development.
Theme:
The theme for the 2020 World Water Day is 'Water and Climate Change.' The
theme explores how the two issues are inextricably linked. The 2020 campaign
promoted messages around hand-washing and hygiene and gave guidance on
staying safe while supporting the campaign, in view of the growing COVID-19
pandemic.
World Water Day is celebrated by hosting a variety of events, including
educational, theatrical, musical, or lobbying in nature. The day includes
campaigns to raise money for water projects.
Background:
The observation of the day was initiated in the year 1992 at the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro. United
Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passed a resolution to observe 22 March of
each year as the World Day for Water. The day was first observed on 22 March
1993. The day focuses on the importance of freshwater.
World Water Day aims to take action to tackle the global water crisis. The day
focuses on supporting the achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 6
(SDG-6): water and sanitation for all by 2030.

Bihar Diwas was observed on 22 March
Bihar State observed the Statehood day on 22 March. Bihar Diwas celebrates the
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birth of Bihar as an independent state. The day aims to celebrate freedom and show
gratitude for the beautiful land of Bihar.
Bihar:
Bihar was carved from Bengal in the year 1912. On 22 March 1912, the people
came together and created a culture of their own. The State government hosts
program to mark the day.
The day is celebrated by hosting cultural events in educational institutions and
public premises by local people and eminent personalities.
Bihar:
Formed on: 22 March 1912
Governor: Phagu Chauhan
Chief Minister: Nitish Kumar
Official: Hindi
Capital: Patna
Districts: 38
The state is bordered by:
Uttar Pradesh to its west
Nepal to the north
Northern part of West Bengal to the east
Jharkhand to the south

World Meteorological Day is observed on 23rd March
The World Meteorological day is observed on 23 March. The day is celebrated
by the World Meteorological Organization. The day marks the establishment of the
World Meteorological Organization.
Theme:
The theme of the 2020 World Meteorological day is "Climate and Water." The
theme focus on climate change for the year 2020 is "Count Every Drop, Every
Drop Counts." The day focuses on the challenges posed by the water crisis, floods
and droughts, and lack of access to clean supplies.
World Meteorological Day:
World Meteorological Organization was established on 23 March 1950. The day
showcases the essential contribution of National Meteorological and Hydrological
Services to the safety and wellbeing of society. On this day, several activities are
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hosted around the world.
World Meteorological Organization:
Formation: 23 March 1950
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
President: Gerhard Adrian, Germany
Secretary-General: Petteri Taalas, Finland
Member states: 193
WMO functions under the United Nations Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC).

World Tuberculosis Day is observed on 24 March
World Tuberculosis (TB) Day is observed on 24 March. The aim is to raise public
awareness about the devastating health, social, and economic consequences of
TB, and to step up efforts to end the global TB epidemic.
Theme:
The theme of the 2020 World Tuberculosis Day is "It's time." The theme aims to
scale up access to prevention and treatment, build accountability, ensure sufficient
and sustainable financing including for research, promote an end to stigma and
discrimination, and promote an equitable, rights-based, and people-centered TB
response.
World Tuberculosis Day:
The date, 24 March, marks the day when Dr.Robert Koch announced
the discovery of the bacterium that causes TB in 1882. The discovery opened the
way towards diagnosing and curing this disease.
TB is still the world's deadliest infectious killer disease. A study says, each day,
over 4000 people lose their lives to TB, and close to 30,000 people fall ill with
preventable and curable diseases. Global efforts to combat TB have saved an
estimated 58 million lives since the year 2000. In September 2018, Heads of State
came together and made strong commitments to end TB at the first-ever UN HighLevel Meeting and accelerated the TB response in countries to reach targets.

International Day for the Right to the Truth Concerning Gross Human Rights
Violations and for the Dignity of Victims is observed on 24 March
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International Day for the Right to the Truth Concerning Gross Human Rights
Violations and for the Dignity of Victims is observed on 24 March. The day pays
tribute to those who have devoted their lives to and lost their lives in the struggle to
promote and protect human rights for all.
History:
The day is observed to pay tribute to the memory of Monsignor scar Arnulfo
Romero. Monsignor Romero was actively engaged in denouncing violations of the
human rights of the most vulnerable individuals in El Salvador. He was murdered
on 24 March 1980.
In 2006, the UN decided that the people had the right to know the truth about gross
human rights violations and serious violations of human rights law. Also, the
right was linked to governments' duty and obligation to protect and guarantee
human rights, to conduct effective investigations, and to guarantee effective remedy
and reparations.
On 21 December 2010, the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) designated the observation of 24 March as the International Day for the
Right to the Truth concerning Gross Human Rights Violations and for the Dignity
of Victims.

International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the
Transatlantic Slave Trade is observed on 25 March
International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the
Transatlantic Slave Trade is observed on 25 March. The day is observed every
year. The day provides an opportunity to honour and remember the people who
suffered and died at the hands of the brutal slavery system.
Aim:
The International Day aims to raise awareness about the dangers of racism and
prejudice in the world.
History:
On 17 December 2007, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passed a
resolution and designated 25 March as International Day of Remembrance of
Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade.
As per the resolution, the Secretary-General, in collaboration with UNESCO,
should establish an educational outreach program to mobilize educational

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 23 - March 29, 2020)

institutions, civil society, and other organizations to educate the future generations
about the reasons, consequences, and lessons of the transatlantic slave trade. It
mainly aims to communicate the dangers of racism and prejudice.

International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff Members is
observed on 25 March
International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff Members is
observed on 25 March. The day ais to remember the fallen personnel who served
for the cause of peace in a violent world. Since the United Nations' founding, over
3,500 brave men and women have lost their lives in its service.
Aim:
The day aims to mobilize action, demand justice and strengthen staff in the nongovernmental community and the press.
History:
The day is marked on the anniversary of the abduction of Alec Collett. He was a
former journalist who worked for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). He was abducted by armed
gunman in 1985. His body was found in Lebanon's Bekaa Valley in 2009. The first
resolution on staff security was adopted by the UN Security Council (UNSC) in
September 1993. In the 6th Legal Committee of UNGA, an international legal
convention to protect UN personnel was proposed. It led to the adoption of the
Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel on 9
December 1994.

World theatre day is observed on 27 March
World Theatre Day celebrated is observed annually on the 27 March by ITI
Centres and the international theatre community. The day aims to promote theatre
in all its forms across the world.
Aim:
The main objective of the World theatre day is to enable theatre communities to
promote their work on a broad scale so that governments and opinion leaders are
aware of the value and importance of dance in all its forms and support it.
History:
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The World Theatre Day was initiated in 1961 by the International Theatre
Institute (ITI). The day has been celebrated since 1962.
ITI:
ITI was established in 1948. It was initiated by the first UNESCO DirectorGeneral, Sir Julian Huxley, and the playwright and novelist JB Priestly. ITI aims
to build and promote culture, education and the arts, and focus its endeavours on
improving the status of all members of the performing arts professions. ITI has
more than 90 Centres across the world.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
Cabinet approved MoU signed between India and Germany to enhance
Railway sector
The Union Cabinet led by the PM Narendra Modi apprised a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) signed between Ministry of Railways, GoI and DB
Engineering & Consulting GMBH of Germany. The MoU was signed for
technological cooperation in the Railway Sector. The agreement was signed in
February 2020.
MoU Provisions:
The MoU will freight operations, passenger operations and infrastructure
building and management between the countries in the railway sector.
It will enhance the development of a modern, competitive railway organization,
IT solutions for railway operations, marketing and sales and administrative
purposes.
It will also improve predictive maintenance, private train operations between the
two parties.
Background:
Ministry of Railways have signed several MoUs, Memorandums of Cooperation
(MoCs), Administrative Arrangements (AAs) and Joint Declarations of Intent (JDI)
for technical cooperation in the rail sector with various foreign Governments and
National Railways in several areas including development of world-class stations,
high-speed rail, heavy haul operations and modernization of rail infrastructure,
speed raising of existing routes, etc.

India, Japan signed major rail projects for public, freight transport
Japanese government funding agency JICA signed Rs.15,295 crore
agreement with the Indian government for three mega rail infrastructure projects.
Aim:
The agreement aims to cope up with the increase in freight transport demand in
India by constructing new dedicated freight railway system between Delhi and
Mumbai.
Agreement Highlights:
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As per the agreement, JICA has granted Rs.8,553 crore for phase-1 of the
Dedicated Freight Corridor; Rs.4,262 crore for Mumbai Trans Harbour Link
Project-II and Rs.2,480 crore for the Mumbai Metro Line 3 Project-III.
The project has been scheduled to be completed by
The project will promote comprehensive regional economic development along the
freight corridor. Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) initiative is part of
the Japanese-Indian collaborative project aimed at comprehensive regional
development.
The agreement will provide long-term low-cost loans for development projects to
various countries.
Background:
The loan agreement for the first phase was signed on 31 March 2017, for an amount
of Rs.7,912 crore.
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FESTIVALS
Hindu New Year began on 25 March
The Hindu New Year 2077 began on 25 March. It is officially known as Vikram
Samvat 2077 or Nav Samvatsar 2077. In common language, it is also known as
Hindu Panchang. The Vikram era is extremely ancient and completely scientific.
As per the Hindu calendar, the new year of Vikram Samvat starts from Chaitra
Shukla Pratipada Tithi.
History:
According to Vedic scriptures and Puranas, Lord Brahma created the universe.
He created the world on the Pratipada date of the Shukla Paksha of Chaitra
month. The day is celebrated on the bright half of the month of Chaitra. Hence, the
holy date is also celebrated as the 'Nav Samvatsar' festival. Also, Navaratri fast
starts from this date.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When is the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
observed?
A.3 March
B.10 March
C.21 March
D.26 March

Answer C
Explanation International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is observed on 21
March. The day aims to promote equality and reminds people of the negative consequences of
racial discrimination. It encourages people to remember their obligation and determination to
combat racial discrimination.

2) Which scheme aims to promote domestic manufacturing of medical devices?
A.Infrastructure Facility & Manufacturing Scheme
B.Production Linked Incentive scheme
C.Device Manufacturing Subsidy Scheme
D.Medical Device Sector support scheme

Answer B
Explanation The Union Cabinet approved a scheme to promote medical device parks for
financing common infrastructure facilities. The Cabinet also approved a Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme to promote domestic manufacturing of medical devices.

3) When was the UNESCO's 30th General Conference held?
A.1991
B.1994
C.1999
D.2004

Answer C
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Explanation The observation of World Poetry Day was adopted during UNESCO's 30th General
Conference in Paris in 1999. The aim is to support linguistic diversity through poetic expression
and increase the opportunity for endangered languages to be heard.

4) The Scheme to Promote Medical Device Parks will be implemented by a
_______.
A.State Implementing Agency
B.Medical Implementing Agency
C.Science Implementing Agency
D.Medicine & Device Implementing Agency

Answer A
Explanation The Scheme to Promote Medical Device Parks will be implemented by a State
Implementing Agency (SIA).

5) When did the UN General Assembly proclaimed the International Decade
for People of African Descent?
A.1 January 2006 to 31 December 2015
B.1 January 2010 to 31 December 2019
C.1 January 2015 to 31 December 2024
D.1 January 2018 to 31 December 2027

Answer C
Explanation On 23 December 2013, the UN General Assembly proclaimed the International
Decade for People of African Descent from 1 January 2015 to 31 December 2024.

6) When is the World Water Day observed?
A.22 March
B.12 April
C.15 May
D.3 June

Answer A
Explanation World Water Day is observed on 22 March every year. The day aims to create
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awareness of the 2.2 billion people living without access to safe water.

7) What is the theme of the International Decade for People of African
Descent?
A.African descent: Despite Racism and Criticism
B.People of African descent: recognition, justice, and development
C.African Nations purpose and Upliftment
D.Gender equality, justice in African descent

Answer B
Explanation On 23 December 2013, the UN General Assembly proclaimed the International
Decade for People of African Descent from 1 January 2015 to 31 December 2024. The theme of
observation is "People of African descent: recognition, justice, and development.

8) What is the theme for the 2020 World Water Day?
A.Fresh Water and Climate Change
B.Water and Climate Change
C.Freshwater- The lacking resource
D.Fresh Water for the Needy World

Answer B
Explanation World Water Day is observed on 22 March every year. The day aims to create
awareness of the 2.2 billion people living without access to safe water. The theme for the 2020
World Water Day is 'Water and Climate Change.' The theme explores how the two issues are
inextricably linked.

9) In which year did the UN General Assembly proclaimed the International
Decade for People of African Descent?
A.2010
B.2011
C.2012
D.2013

Answer D
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Explanation On 23 December 2013, the UN General Assembly proclaimed the International
Decade for People of African Descent from 1 January 2015 to 31 December 2024. The theme of
observation is "People of African descent: recognition, justice, and development.

10) When was the observation of the World Water Day initiated?
A.1985
B.1992
C.2001
D.2008

Answer B
Explanation The observation of the World Water Day was initiated in the year 1992 at the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro. United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) passed a resolution to observe 22 March of each year as the World
Day for Water.

11) When did the police in Sharpeville, South Africa, opened fire and killed 69
people at a peaceful demonstration against apartheid pass laws?
A.1960
B.1968
C.1970
D.1974

Answer A
Explanation International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination marks the day when
the police in Sharpeville, South Africa, opened fire and killed 69 people at a peaceful
demonstration against apartheid pass laws in 1960.

12) When was the first World Water Day observed?
A.1984
B.1993
C.2000
D.2006
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Answer B
Explanation World Water Day was first observed on 22 March 1993. The day focuses on the
importance of freshwater. World Water Day aims to take action to tackle the global water crisis.
The day focuses on supporting the achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 6 (SDG-6):
water and sanitation for all by 2030.

13) When did UNGA host the World Conference against Racism and Racial
Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance?
A.1985
B.1992
C.2001
D.2010

Answer C
Explanation In 2001, UNGA held the World Conference against Racism and Racial
Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance. In 2011, world leaders adopted a political
declaration with strong determination to make the fight against racism, racial discrimination,
xenophobia, and Related Intolerance, and the protection of the victims at the Durban Declaration
and Programme of Action.

14) When is the Bihar Diwas observed?
A.20 March
B.21 March
C.22 March
D.23 March

Answer C
Explanation Bihar State observed the Statehood day on 22 March. Bihar Diwas celebrates the
birth of Bihar as an independent state. The day aims to celebrate freedom and show gratitude for
the beautiful land of Bihar.

15) When is the World Poetry Day observed?
A.5 March
B.21 March
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C.30 March
D.4 April

Answer B
Explanation World Poetry Day was observed on 21 March. The day recognizes the unique
ability of poetry to capture the creative spirit of the human mind. The day reminds and
encourages the oral tradition of poetry recitals.

16) When was Bihar carved from Bengal?
A.1912
B.1915
C.1919
D.1922

Answer A
Explanation Bihar was carved from Bengal in the year 1912. On 22 March 1912, the people
came together and created a culture of their own. The State government hosts program to mark
the day.

17) Where was UNESCO's 30th General Conference held?
A.Vienna
B.Davos
C.Paris
D.Stockholm

Answer B
Explanation The observation of World Poetry Day was adopted during UNESCO's 30th General
Conference in Paris in 1999. The aim is to support linguistic diversity through poetic expression
and increase the opportunity for endangered languages to be heard.

18) Who is the governor of Bihar?
A.Phagu Chauhan
B.Nitish Kumar
C.Anusuiya Uikey
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D.Anandiben Patel

Answer A
Explanation Phagu Chauhan is an Indian politician serving as the 29th and current Governor of
Bihar. He is a former member of 17th Legislative Assembly of Uttar Pradesh from Ghosi, a seat
he won from a record six times.

19) Which country confirmed as 1st co-chair in India-Led Climate Change
Initiative Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI)?
A.US
B.UK
C.Russia
D.Japan

Answer B
Explanation The United Kingdom (UK) was confirmed as the first co-chair of the governing
council of India-led global Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI). Governing
Council of CDRI is the highest policy-making body of the society. The council is co-chaired by
India and a representative of another national government nominated by rotation every two years.

20) Who is the Chief Minister of Bihar?
A.Lalu Prasad Yadav
B.Prashant Kishor
C.Tejashwi Yadav
D.Nitish Kumar

Answer D
Explanation Nitish Kumar is an Indian politician. He is the present Chief Minister of Bihar, a
state in India, since 2015 and has served in that role on five previous occasions. He has also
served as a minister in the Union Government of India. Kumar is a member of the Janata Dal
political party.

21) Which country will host the COP26 in November 2020?
A.France
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B.Germany
C.UK
D.North Korea

Answer C
Explanation The UK will host COP26 in Glasgow in November 2020. The United Kingdom
(UK) was confirmed as the first co-chair of the governing council of India-led global Coalition
for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).

22) Which is the capital of Bihar?
A.Gaya
B.Bhubaneshwar
C.Patna
D.Nalanda

Answer C
Explanation Patna, also known as Pataliputra, is the capital and largest city of the state of Bihar
in India. Patna is an ancient city that sprawls along the south bank of the Ganges River in Bihar,
northeast India.

23) 2020 UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) will be hosted in _______.
A.London
B.Glasgow
C.Mexico
D.Moscow

Answer B
Explanation The UK will host COP26 in Glasgow in November 2020.

24) When is the World Meteorological Day observed?
A.23 March
B.2 April
C.5 May
D.28 May
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Answer A
Explanation The World Meteorological day is observed on 23 March. The day is celebrated by
the World Meteorological Organization. The day marks the establishment of the World
Meteorological Organization.

25) When did India propose to set up Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure (CDRI)?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
D.2019

Answer D
Explanation The proposal to establish CDRI was initiated and approved by the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on 13 August 2019. The supporting secretariat was set up in New Delhi, India.
The memorandum and regulations of the CDRI society was prepared by the National Disaster
Management Authority. CDRI is a voluntary international grouping, linking governments, UN
agencies, banks, private sector groups, and academia to develop the resilience of infrastructure
systems to climate and disaster risks.

26) What is the theme of the 2020 World Meteorological day?
A.Climate and Water
B.Water Crisis and Management
C.Freshwater: Life Source of Earth
D.Management to combat Water crisis

Answer A
Explanation The World Meteorological day is observed on 23 March. The day is celebrated by
the World Meteorological Organization. The theme of the 2020 World Meteorological day is
"Climate and Water." The theme focus on climate change for the year 2020 is "Count Every
Drop, Every Drop Counts."

27) Which country initiated the establishment of the Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI)?
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A.UK
B.Japan
C.India
D.US

Answer C
Explanation The proposal to establish Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) was
initiated and approved by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 13 August 2019. The supporting
secretariat was set up in New Delhi, India.

28) When was the World Meteorological Organization established?
A.23 March 1950
B.23 March 1963
C.23 March 1974
D.23 March 1978

Answer A
Explanation The World Meteorological Organization was established on 23 March 1950. WMO
functions under the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).

29) The Union Cabinet approved the inclusion of the ________ health and
wellness centre component of Ayushman Bharat in National Ayush Mission.
A.Fit India
B.ICMR
C.AYUSH
D.Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure

Answer C
Explanation The Union Cabinet approved the inclusion of the AYUSH health and wellness
centre component of Ayushman Bharat in National Ayush Mission. It is expected that it will
provide enhanced accessibility to achieve universal health coverage for affordable treatment.

30) Where is the headquarters of the World Meteorological Organization?
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A.Geneva
B.Vienna
C.Stockholm
D.New Delhi

Answer A
Explanation The World Meteorological Organization was established on 23 March 1950. It is
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. WMO functions under the United Nations Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC).

31) What is the estimated cost of the AYUSH health and wellness centre
component of Ayushman Bharat in National Ayush Mission?
A.Rs.1135.35 crore
B.Rs.3399.35 crore
C.Rs.6342.35 crore
D.Rs.7598.35 crore

Answer B
Explanation The Union Cabinet approved the inclusion of the AYUSH health and wellness
centre component of Ayushman Bharat in National Ayush Mission. The proposal entails an
expenditure of Rs.3399.35 crore. The cost includes a central share of Rs.2209.58 crore and
Rs.1189.77 crore as state share.

32) How many member states are there in the World Meteorological
Organization?
A.171
B.174
C.185
D.193

Answer D
Explanation The World Meteorological Organization was established on 23 March 1950. It is
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. WMO functions under the United Nations Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC). There are 193 members in the World Meteorological Organization.
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33) Union Cabinet approved the inclusion of the AYUSH health and wellness
centre component of Ayushman Bharat in National Ayush Mission. A total of
________ Ayush health and wellness centres throughout the country will be
operationalized under the mission.
A.12,500
B.15,000
C.25,700
D.30,500

Answer A
Explanation The Union Cabinet approved the inclusion of the AYUSH health and wellness
centre component of Ayushman Bharat in National Ayush Mission. A total of 12,500 Ayush
health and wellness centres throughout the country will be operationalized under the mission.

34) When is Shaheedi Diwas observed?
A.14 February
B.25 February
C.23 March
D.30 March

Answer C
Explanation Shaheedi Diwas (Martyrs' Day) was observed in India on 23 March. The day is
observed every year. On this day, the martyrs who laid out their lives for the country and its
Independence are remembered. Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tributes to the Martyrs on
this day.

35) The AYUSH health and wellness centre component of Ayushman Bharat
in National Ayush Mission will be operationalized within a period of _______.
A.3 years
B.5 years
C.7 years
D.10 years

Answer B
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Explanation The Union Cabinet approved the inclusion of the AYUSH health and wellness
centre component of Ayushman Bharat in National Ayush Mission. A total of 12,500 Ayush
health and wellness centres throughout the country will be operationalized under the mission.

36) Shaheedi Diwas pays tribute to Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar, and
Shivaram Rajguru, who died on 23 March in _______.
A.1931
B.1940
C.1945
D.1956

Answer A
Explanation Shaheedi Diwas pays tribute to Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar, and Shivaram
Rajguru, who died on 23 March 23 in 1931.

37) When is World Down Syndrome Day observed?
A.2 March
B.21 March
C.2 April
D.21 April

Answer B
Explanation World Down Syndrome Day was observed on 21 March every year. The
observation of the day aims to raise public awareness and understanding of Down syndrome. The
congenital disorder is caused by an extra 21st chromosome.

38) Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar, and Shivaram Rajguru mistook _______
for British police superintendent James Scott and assassinated the British
police officer in 1928.
A.Stuart Scott
B.James Abbott
C.John Saunder
D.James Edward Alexander
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Answer C
Explanation Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar, and Shivaram Rajguru mistook John Saunder for
British police superintendent James Scott and assassinated John Saunders, a British police officer
in 1928.

39) World Down Syndrome Day is a congenital disorder that is caused by an
extra ________ chromosome.
A.21st
B.22nd
C.23rd
D.24th

Answer A
Explanation World Down Syndrome Day is a congenital disorder that is caused by an extra 21st
chromosome.

40) When is Dr.Ram Manohar Lohia's birth anniversary observed?
A.23 March
B.28 May
C.14 June
D.12 August

Answer A
Explanation Dr.Ram Manohar Lohia's birth anniversary was observed on 23 March. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi paid tribute to Dr.Ram Manohar Lohia for social empowerment and his
service-oriented philosophy that continues to inspire the citizens of the country.

41) When is the World Tuberculosis Day observed?
A.20 March
B.24 March
C.30 March
D.2 April

Answer B
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Explanation World Tuberculosis (TB) Day is observed on 24 March. The aim is to raise public
awareness about the devastating health, social, and economic consequences of TB, and to step up
efforts to end the global TB epidemic.

42) As per the Jammu & Kashmir Appropriation Bills 2020, only ________ of
the funds should be spent for security purposes in the UT.
A.10%
B.20%
C.80%
D.90%

Answer A
Explanation As per the Jammu & Kashmir Appropriation Bills 2020, only 10% of the funds
should be spent for security purposes in the UT, and the remaining should be spent for
developmental objectives.

43) What is the theme of the 2020 World Tuberculosis Day?
A.TB cure for all
B.Forging new partnerships to Stop TB
C.It's time
D.Win the fight before it starts, Test for TB

Answer C
Explanation The theme of the 2020 World Tuberculosis Day is "It's time." The theme aims to
scale up access to prevention and treatment, build accountability, ensure sufficient and
sustainable financing including for research, promote an end to stigma and discrimination, and
promote an equitable, rights-based, and people-centered TB response.

44) EPFO runs ______ social security schemes.
A.2
B.3
C.4
D.6
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Answer B
Explanation The Employees' Provident Fund Organization (EPFO) runs three social security
schemes, namely the Employees' Pension Scheme, Employee' Provident Fund, and Employees
Deposit Linked Insurance.

45) Who discovered the bacterium that causes TB?
A.Dr. Emil von Behring
B.Dr. Robert Koch
C.Dr. Paul Ehrlich
D.Dr. Joseph Lister

Answer B
Explanation On March 24, 1882, Dr. Robert Koch announced the discovery of Mycobacterium
tuberculosis, the bacteria that causes tuberculosis (TB).

46) Who is the US special envoy for Afghanistan?
A.Zabiullah Mujahid
B.Alexander Benard
C.Zalmay Khalilzad
D.Akhtar Mansour

Answer C
Explanation Zalmay Khalilzad is the US special envoy for Afghanistan.

47) When was the bacterium that causes TB discovered?
A.3 January
B.24 March
C.10 June
D.25 July

Answer B
Explanation On March 24, 1882, Dr. Robert Koch announced the discovery of Mycobacterium
tuberculosis, the bacteria that causes tuberculosis (TB).
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48) MoD submits reports of the land acquired for Uttar Pradesh and
_________ Defence Industrial Corridors.
A.Kerala
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Karnataka

Answer C
Explanation Ministry of Defence (MoD) stated that the total land acquired so far from the state
governments of Uttar Pradesh and Tami Nadu for Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu Defence
Industrial Corridors is 1,182 hectares and 1,537 hectares.

49) Which bacteria causes tuberculosis (TB)?
A.Mycoplasma tuberculosis
B.Mycobacterium tuberculosis
C.Salmonella tuberculosis
D.Streptococcus tuberculosis

Answer B
Explanation Tuberculosis (TB) is caused by a bacterium called Mycobacterium tuberculosis.
The bacteria usually attack the lungs, but TB bacteria can attack any part of the body, such as the
kidney, spine, and brain. Not everyone infected with TB bacteria becomes sick. As a result, two
TB-related conditions exist latent TB infection (LTBI) and TB disease. If not treated properly,
TB disease can be fatal.

50) How much land did GOI acquire from Uttar Pradesh for the Uttar
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu Defence Industrial Corridors?
A.1,182 hectares
B.2,347 hectares
C.2,678 hectares
D.3,245 hectares

Answer A
Explanation Ministry of Defence (MoD) stated that the total land acquired so far from the state
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governments of Uttar Pradesh and Tami Nadu for Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu Defence
Industrial Corridors is 1,182 hectares and 1,537 hectares.

51) When is the International Day for the Right to the Truth Concerning
Gross Human Rights Violations and for the Dignity of Victims observed?
A.20 March
B.22 March
C.24 March
D.25 March

Answer C
Explanation International Day for the Right to the Truth Concerning Gross Human Rights
Violations and for the Dignity of Victims is observed on 24 March. The day pays tribute to those
who have devoted their lives to and lost their lives in the struggle to promote and protect human
rights for all.

52) How much land did GOI acquire from Tamil Nadu for the Uttar Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu Defence Industrial Corridors?
A.1,182 hectares
B.1,537 hectares
C.2,678 hectares
D.3,245 hectares

Answer B
Explanation Ministry of Defence (MoD) stated that the total land acquired so far from the state
governments of Uttar Pradesh and Tami Nadu for Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu Defence
Industrial Corridors is 1,182 hectares and 1,537 hectares.

53) International Day for the Right to the Truth Concerning Gross Human
Rights Violations and for the Dignity of Victims is observed to pay tribute to
the memory of ________.
A.Arnulfo Romero
B.Roberto D'Aubuisson
C.Jean Donovan

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 23 - March 29, 2020)

D.Mauricio Funes

Answer A
Explanation International Day for the Right to the Truth Concerning Gross Human Rights
Violations and for the Dignity of Victims is observed on 24 March. The day is observed to pay
tribute to the memory of Monsignor scar Arnulfo Romero. Monsignor Romero was actively
engaged in denouncing violations of the human rights of the most vulnerable individuals in El
Salvador. He was murdered on 24 March 1980.

54) If a sitting of Parliament can be terminated for an indefinite period, then it
is ________.
A.adjournment
B.adjournment sine die
C.prorogation
D.dissolution

Answer B
Explanation Adjournment sine die terminating a Parliament sitting for an indefinite period. The
power of adjournment sine die lies with the presiding officer of the House. Only the presiding
officer of a House can call a sitting of the House before the date or time to which it has been
adjourned or at any time after the House has been adjourned sine die.

55) When did the UNGA designated the observation of the International Day
for the Right to the Truth concerning Gross Human Rights Violations and for
the Dignity of Victims?
A.2000
B.2005
C.2010
D.2015

Answer C
Explanation On 21 December 2010, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) designated
the observation of 24 March as the International Day for the Right to the Truth concerning Gross
Human Rights Violations and for the Dignity of Victims.
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56) How many Parliamentary sessions are there in a year?
A.1
B.2
C.3
D.4

Answer C
Explanation Generally, there are Parliamentary three sessions in a year, namely Budget Session,
Monsoon Session, and the Winter Session.

57) How many Peta Flops (PF) has been approved by the GoI?
A.15
B.20
C.30
D.45

Answer D
Explanation 45 Peta Flops (PF) (45000 TFs) have been approved by the GoI.

58) When does the Budget Session of the Parliament is held?
A.January-March
B.February-March
C.March-May
D.February-May

Answer D
Explanation Generally, there are three sessions in a year, namely Budget Session, Monsoon
Session, and the Winter Session. Budget Session is held from February to May, Monsoon Session
is held from July to September, Winter Session is held from November to December.

59) Who implements the National Supercomputing Mission in India?
A.IBM
B.C-DAC
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C.IISc-Bengaluru
D.B&C

Answer D
Explanation The National Supercomputing Mission is jointly led by the Ministry of Electronics
and IT (MeitY) and Department of Science and Technology (DST) and implemented by the
Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), Pune and the Indian Institute of
Science (IISc), Bengaluru.

60) When does the Monsoon Session of the Parliament is held?
A.May-September
B.June-September
C.July to September
D.August-September

Answer C
Explanation Generally, there are three sessions in a year, namely Budget Session, Monsoon
Session, and the Winter Session. Budget Session is held from February to May, Monsoon Session
is held from July to September, Winter Session is held from November to December.

61) Which is the first supercomputer assembled indigenously in India?
A.Param Shivay
B.Param Sarabhai
C.Param Shakti
D.Param Brahma

Answer A
Explanation The first supercomputer assembled indigenously, called Param Shivay, was
installed in the Indian Institute of Technology (BHU). It was inaugurated by the Prime Minister.

62) When does the Winter Session of the Parliament is held?
A.August-December
B.September-December
C.October-December
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D.November-December

Answer D
Explanation Generally, there are three sessions in a year, namely Budget Session, Monsoon
Session, and the Winter Session. Budget Session is held from February to May, Monsoon Session
is held from July to September, Winter Session is held from November to December.

63) Which of the following is not a supercomputer?
A.Param Shivay
B.Param Sarabhai
C.Param Shakti
D.Param Brahma

Answer B
Explanation Param Sarabhai is not a supercomputer. The first supercomputer assembled
indigenously, called Param Shivay, was installed in the Indian Institute of Technology (BHU). It
was inaugurated by the Prime Minister. Similarly, Param Shakti and Param Brahma were
installed at IIT-Kharagpur and Indian Institutes of Science Education and Research (IISER),
Pune.

64) When was the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) established?
A.1909
B.1913
C.1922
D.1928

Answer A
Explanation National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) was established in 1909. NCDC
conducts research in epidemiology and control of communicable diseases. It functions under the
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, GoI.

65) Where was the first supercomputer installed in India?
A.IIT-BHU
B.IISER-Pune
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C.IIT-Kharagpur
D.IISc-Pune

Answer A
Explanation As per the revised plan, the first supercomputer assembled indigenously, called
Param Shivay, was installed in the Indian Institute of Technology (BHU). It was inaugurated by
the Prime Minister.

66) Which State government announced cash assistance of Rs.1,000 each to
rice ration card holders, autorickshaw drivers, and construction workers?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Tamil Nadu
C.Kerala
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation Tamil Nadu state government has announced an Rs.3,280 crore special relief
package against COVID-19 on 24 March. The information was announced by the State Chief
Minister Edappadi K. Palanisamy. The package includes cash assistance of Rs.1,000 each to rice
ration card holders, autorickshaw drivers, and construction workers.

67) Who is the Secretary of the Labour Ministry?
A.Santosh Kumar Gangwar
B.Kiran Yadav
C.Heeralal Samariya
D.S. K.Gangwar

Answer C
Explanation Shri Heeralal Samariya is the Secretary of the Ministry of Labour & Employment.

68) Tamil Nadu state government has announced an ________ special relief
package against COVID-19 on 24 March.
A.Rs.2,580 crore
B.Rs.3,280 crore
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C.Rs.4,180 crore
D.Rs.4,380 crore

Answer B
Explanation Tamil Nadu state government has announced an Rs.3,280 crore special relief
package against COVID-19 on 24 March. The information was announced by the State Chief
Minister Edappadi K. Palanisamy.

69) Who introduced the Finance Bill 2020?
A.Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
B.Minister Rajnath Singh
C.Speaker Om Birla
D.Minister Anurag Thakur

Answer A
Explanation Lok Sabha passed the Finance Bill 2020 on 23 March. So far, more than 40
amendments were introduced by the government to the Finance Bill, which was moved for
consideration and passing by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. The Bill was passed by voice
vote and without discussion.

70) The United States has cut ________ in assistance to Afghanistan as
Afghan's leaders failed to agree on forming a new government.
A.$1 billion
B.$2 billion
C.$3 billion
D.$4 billion

Answer A
Explanation The United States has cut $1 billion in assistance to Afghanistan as Afghan's leaders
failed to agree on forming a new government. The slash was announced by Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo after his visit to Kabul to meet with Ashraf Ghani and Abdullah Abdulla.

71) Who is the President of the Tokyo 2020 organizing committee?
A.Keiz Obuchi
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B.Yoshir Mori
C.Yasuo Fukuda
D.Junichiro Koizumi

Answer B
Explanation Yoshir Mori is the President of the Tokyo 2020 organizing committee. The
Japanese politician served as Prime Minister of Japan between April 2000 and April 2001.

72) Where is the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG) located?
A.Himachal Pradesh
B.Sikkim
C.Uttarakhand
D.Assam

Answer C
Explanation Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG) is a research institute for the study
of Geology of the Himalaya under the Department of Science and Technology, Ministry of
Science & Technology, GoI. It was established in 1968. It is located in Dehradun, Uttarakhand,
India.

73) Cabinet approved for continuation of Rebate of State and Central Taxes
and Levies (RoSCTL) scheme from ________.
A.1 April 2020
B.1 May 2020
C.1 June 2020
D.1 July 2020

Answer A
Explanation The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved for
continuation of Rebate of State and Central Taxes and Levies (RoSCTL) scheme from 1 April
2020.

74) When was Invest India established?
A.2000
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B.2004
C.2009
D.2012

Answer C
Explanation Invest India was established in 2009. It is a national Investment Promotion and
Facilitation Agency. It functions under DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, GoI. The
organization works with several states/UTs of India to build capacity and bring the best global
practices in investment targeting, promotion, and facilitation areas.

75) When was the introduction for the Rebate of State and Central Taxes and
Levies (RoSCTL) scheme notified by the Ministry of Textiles?
A.2017
B.2018
C.2019
D.2020

Answer C
Explanation The introduction for Rebate of State and Central Taxes and Levies (RoSCTL) was
notified by the Ministry of Textiles in March 2019.

76) Who is the President of the International Olympic Committee (IOC)?
A.Jacques Rogge
B.Thomas Bach
C.Juan Antonio Samaranch
D.Olaf Breidbach

Answer B
Explanation Thomas Bach was elected President of the IOC on 10 September 2013, as the
successor to Jacques Rogge, at the 125th IOC Session in Buenos Aires.

77) Who launched the Business Immunity Platform (BIP), which is dynamic
and constantly provides an update about COVID-19?
A.Karvy Corporate
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B.Sahara India Pariwar
C.Invest India
D.FICCI

Answer C
Explanation Invest India launched a platform named "The Invest India Business Immunity
Platform". The platform is hosted on the Invest India website. The platform is dynamic and
constantly provides an update about the COVID-19 pandemic.

78) _______ developed the first made-in-India test kit for COVID-19.
A.AED Defibrillator Manufacturers
B.Mylab Discovery Solutions Pvt Ltd
C.Emergency Kits India Private Limited
D.Merduri Medica Pvt Ltd

Answer B
Explanation Mylab Discovery Solutions Pvt Ltd, a Pune-based molecular diagnostics company,
has developed the first made-in-India test kit for COVID-19. The kit was developed in a record
period of six weeks.

79) Where was the 125th International Olympic Committee (IOC) Session
held?
A.Buenos Aires
B.Rio de Janeiro
C.Santiago
D.Santa Fe

Answer A
Explanation The 125th International Olympic Committee (IOC) Session was held in Buenos
Aires, Argentina.

80) Invest India has also announced a partnership with _______ to respond
and resolve queries for the Ministry of MSMEs in view of Coronavirus.
A.SEBI
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B.IDBI Bank
C.Exim Bank
D.SIDBI

Answer D
Explanation Invest India has also announced a partnership with Small Industries Development
Bank of India (SIDBI) to respond and resolve queries for the Ministry of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).

81) What is the cost of the Mylab PathoDetect COVID-19 Qualitative PCR kit,
the first made-in-India test kit for COVID-19?
A.Rs.50,000
B.Rs.60,000
C.Rs.70,000
D.Rs.80,000

Answer D
Explanation Mylab Discovery Solutions Pvt Ltd, a Pune-based molecular diagnostics company,
has developed the first made-in-India test kit for COVID-19. The kit was developed in a record
period of six weeks. The cost of a single kit is Rs.80,000. It can test 100 patients.

82) Who is the Prime Minister of Japan?
A.Tar As
B.Xi Jinping
C.Shigeru Ishiba
D.Shinz Abe

Answer D
Explanation Abe Shinzo is a Japanese politician who has been the Prime Minister of Japan since
2012. Abe is also currently the president of the conservative Liberal Democratic Party.

83) International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the
Transatlantic Slave Trade is observed on ________.
A.15 March
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B.25 March
C.2 April
D.10 April

Answer B
Explanation International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic
Slave Trade is observed on 25 March. The day is observed every year. The day provides an
opportunity to honour and remember the people who suffered and died at the hands of the brutal
slavery system.

84) Cabinet apprised a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed
between the Ministry of Railways, GoI and _______ for technological
cooperation in the Railway Sector.
A.DB Engineering & Consulting GMBH
B.Union Pacific Railroad
C.Canadian National Railway
D.East Japan Railway Company

Answer A
Explanation The Union Cabinet led by the PM Narendra Modi apprised a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) signed between Ministry of Railways, GoI, and DB Engineering &
Consulting GMBH of Germany. The MoU was signed for technological cooperation in the
Railway Sector. The agreement was signed in February 2020.

85) Where is Fukushima Prefecture located?
A.China
B.Japan
C.N.Korea
D.S.Korea

Answer B
Explanation Fukushima Prefecture is a prefecture of Japan located in the Thoku region. The
capital is the city of Fukushima.

86) When did the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) pass a resolution
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for the observation of International Day of Remembrance of Victims of
Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade?
A.2000
B.2007
C.2010
D.2012

Answer B
Explanation On 17 December 2007, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passed a
resolution and designated 25 March as International Day of Remembrance of Victims of Slavery
and the Transatlantic Slave Trade.

87) When was the MoU signed between the Ministry of Railways, GoI, and DB
Engineering & Consulting GMBH of Germany for technological cooperation
in the Railway Sector?
A.2017
B.2018
C.2019
D.2020

Answer D
Explanation The Union Cabinet led by the PM Narendra Modi apprised a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) signed between the Ministry of Railways, GoI, and DB Engineering &
Consulting GMBH of Germany. The MoU was signed for technological cooperation in the
Railway Sector. The agreement was signed in February 2020.

88) Who was sworn in as CM of Madhya Pradesh?
A.Kamal Nath
B.Shivraj Singh Chouhan
C.Digvijaya Singh
D.Jyotiraditya Scindia

Answer B
Explanation BJP's Shivraj Singh Chouhan was sworn in as Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh on
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23 March for a fourth term. The oath office was administered by the Governor of Madhya
Pradesh Lalji Tandon. He was nominated by the outgoing leader of opposition Gopal Bhargava
and supported by former minister Narottam Mishra, Meena Singh of the State.

89) When is the International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing
Staff Members observed?
A.10 March
B.12 March
C.20 March
D.25 March

Answer D
Explanation International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff Members is
observed on 25 March. The day ais to remember the fallen personnel who served for the cause of
peace in a violent world. Since the United Nations' founding, over 3,500 brave men and women
have lost their lives in its service.

90) Albert Uderzo, who passed away recently is the ________.
A.co-creator of Asterix comic books
B.co-creator of Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic
C.co-creator of Amazing Fantasy
D.co-creator of Kraven's Last Hunt

Answer A
Explanation Albert Uderzo passed away on 24 March 2020. He died at the age of 92. He died
due to a heart attack. He was the co-creator and illustrator behind the hugely popular of the
Asterix comic books.

91) Who administered the oath of office for CM of Madhya Pradesh?
A.Governor Lalji Tandon
B.Governor Ramesh Bais
C.Governor Anandiben Patel
D.Governor Anusuiya Uikey
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Answer A
Explanation BJP's Shivraj Singh Chouhan was sworn in as Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh on
23 March for a fourth term. The oath office was administered by the Governor of Madhya
Pradesh Lalji Tandon. He was nominated by the outgoing leader of opposition Gopal Bhargava
and supported by former minister Narottam Mishra, Meena Singh of the State.

92) International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff Members
marks the anniversary of the abduction of _______.
A.Alec Collett
B.Henry Haba
C.Mohamed Nylon Camara
D.Micheline Lamah

Answer A
Explanation International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff Members is
observed on 25 March. The day is marked on the anniversary of the abduction of Alec Collett. He
was a former journalist who worked for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). He was abducted by armed gunman in 1985. His
body was found in Lebanon's Bekaa Valley in 2009.

93) Shivraj Singh Chouhan was sworn in as Chief Minister of Madhya
Pradesh on 23 March for a _______ term.
A.second
B.third
C.fourth
D.fifth

Answer C
Explanation BJP's Shivraj Singh Chouhan was sworn in as Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh on
23 March for a fourth term. The oath office was administered by the Governor of Madhya
Pradesh Lalji Tandon. He was nominated by the outgoing leader of opposition Gopal Bhargava
and supported by former minister Narottam Mishra, Meena Singh of the State.

94) When was the first resolution on staff security was adopted by the UN
Security Council (UNSC)?
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A.1990
B.1993
C.1999
D.2004

Answer B
Explanation The first resolution on staff security was adopted by the UN Security Council
(UNSC) in September 1993. In the 6th Legal Committee of UNGA, an international legal
convention to protect UN personnel was proposed. It led to the adoption of the Convention on the
Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel on 9 December 1994.

95) Which is the capital of Madhya Pradesh?
A.Mumbai
B.Bhopal
C.Indore
D.Gwalior

Answer B
Explanation Bhopal is a city in the central Indian state of Madhya Pradesh. It's one of Indias
greenest cities. There are two main lakes, the Upper Lake and the Lower Lake.

96) When did the United Nations adopt the Convention on the Safety of United
Nations and Associated Personnel?
A.1990
B.1994
C.1998
D.2002

Answer B
Explanation In the 6th Legal Committee of UNGA, an international legal convention to protect
UN personnel was proposed. It led to the adoption of the Convention on the Safety of United
Nations and Associated Personnel on 9 December 1994.

97) The outgoing CM of Madhya Pradesh ________ resigned on 20 March
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after 22 Congress MLAs resigned and joined the BJP.
A.Jyotiraditya Scindia
B.Kamal Nath
C.Shivraj Singh Chouhan
D.Digvijaya Singh

Answer B
Explanation The outgoing CM of Madhya Pradesh Kamal Nath resigned on 20 March after 22
Congress MLAs resigned and joined the BJP. It pushed his government into a minority. The
cabinet expansion will happen after voting for the Rajya Sabha elections.

98) Who is the Managing Director of IMF?
A.David Malpass
B.Mariya Gabriel
C.Jim Yong Kim
D.Kristalina Georgieva

Answer D
Explanation Kristalina Ivanova Georgieva-Kinova is a Bulgarian economist serving as
Chairwoman and Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund since 2019.

99) Centre has extended the last date for filing GST returns for March, April,
and May to ______.
A.30 June
B.30 July
C.30 August
D.12 June

Answer A
Explanation Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has extended the last date for filing GST
returns for March, April, and May to 30 June. The previous date for filing of GST returns was
March 31, 2020. The deadline for composition returns on GST has also been extended to 30 June
2020.
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100) When did the 2020 Hindu New Year begin?
A.10 March
B.25 March
C.30 March
D.1 April

Answer B
Explanation The Hindu New Year 2077 began on 25 March. It is officially known as Vikram
Samvat 2077 or Nav Samvatsar 2077. In common language, it is also known as Hindu Panchang.
The Vikram era is extremely ancient and completely scientific. As per the Hindu calendar, the
new year of Vikram Samvat starts from Chaitra Shukla Pratipada Tithi.

101) Which of the following did the Central government do an essential service
in view of the COVID-19 outbreak?
A.ITR filling
B.Filing GST
C.Aadhar-PAN linking
D.Customs clearance

Answer D
Explanation Centre has made customs clearance an essential service. Hence, it will continue to
operate 24/7 till 30 June 2020.

102) Which country holds the chair of the G20?
A.UAE
B.Saudi Arabia
C.Spain
D.India

Answer B
Explanation The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia assumed the G20 Presidency in December 2019.
G20 Riyadh Summit will be chaired by the Saudi King, Salman bin Abdulaziz.

103) _______ has set up the first COVID-19 dedicated hospital in Mumbai.
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A.Larsen & Toubro
B.TATA
C.RIL
D.ITC Limited

Answer C
Explanation Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) established India's first COVID-19 dedicated
hospital in Mumbai, Maharashtra. The 100-bedded Covid-19 centre is located at Seven Hills
Hospital, Mumbai.

104) Who developed ultrafast laser surface texturing technology, a technology
to improve the fuel efficiency of internal combustion engines?
A.IISER
B.IIT-Pune
C.IISc
D.ARCI

Answer D
Explanation International Advanced Centre for Powder Metallurgy & New Materials (ARCI)
developed ultrafast laser surface texturing technology. The technology can improve the fuel
efficiency of internal combustion engines.

105) First COVID-19 dedicated hospital was established by Sir HN Reliance
Foundation Hospital in collaboration with the ________.
A.Pune Municipal Corporation
B.Kalyan-Dombivli Municipal Corporation
C.Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
D.PimpriChinchwad Municipal Corporation

Answer C
Explanation Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) established India's first COVID-19 dedicated
hospital in Mumbai, Maharashtra. The 100-bedded Covid-19 centre is located at Seven Hills
Hospital, Mumbai. The hospital was established by Sir HN Reliance Foundation Hospital in
collaboration with the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC).
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106) Scientists from the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG),
Dehradun found that glaciers in ________ are melting at a higher magnitude
as compared to other Himalayan regions.
A.Sikkim
B.Siachen
C.Gangotri
D.Zemu

Answer A
Explanation Scientists from the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG), Dehradun,
found that glaciers in Sikkim are melting at a higher magnitude as compared to other Himalayan
regions.

107) Government has banned the export of _______ drug as it is believed to
have some positive effect on the treatment of the Coronavirus.
A.Tenofovir disoproxil fumarate
B.Emtricitabine
C.Tenofovir alafenamide
D.Hydroxychloroquine

Answer D
Explanation India banned exports of anti-malarial drug hydroxychloroquine on 25 March with
immediate effect. The drug hydroxychloroquine is believed to have some positive effect on the
treatment of the Coronavirus. But the exports from special economic zones (SEZs) and other GoI
approved exporters, only, will be allowed to export the drug.

108) When was the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG)
established?
A.1942
B.1951
C.1968
D.1973

Answer C
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Explanation Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG) is a research institute for the study
of Geology of the Himalaya under the Department of Science and Technology, Ministry of
Science & Technology, GoI. It was established in 1968. It is located in Dehradun, Uttarakhand,
India.

109) What is the cost estimated for the construction of the AligarhHarduaganj flyover, which was recently approved by the Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs (CCEA)?
A.Rs.1000 crore
B.Rs.1285 crore
C.Rs.1425 crore
D.Rs.1500 crore

Answer B
Explanation The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi approved the construction of Aligarh-Harduaganj flyover. The total cost
estimated for the project is Rs.1285 crore.

110) Which of the following state has banned the production and sale of pan
masala during the 21-day lockdown imposed across the country?
A.Madhya Pradesh
B.Maharashtra
C.Kerala
D.Uttar Pradesh

Answer D
Explanation The Uttar Pradesh state government has imposed a ban on the production and sale
of pan masala during the 21-day lockdown imposed across the country. The move comes in the
wake of the coronavirus outbreak. The information was passed by Food Security Commissioner
Ministhy S.

111) A study by FAO states that Peatlands cover only _______ of Earth's
surface.
A.2%
B.3%
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C.5%
D.7%

Answer B
Explanation Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations reported that
Peatlands can play a crucial role in regulating the global climate by acting as carbon sinks.
Peatlands cover only 3% of Earth's surface.

112) Aviation consultancy Capa India reported that India's aviation industry
is expected to post losses of ________ in the June quarter.
A.$2-2.8 billion
B.$3-3.6 billion
C.$3.7-4.5 billion
D.$1.2-2.7 billion

Answer B
Explanation Aviation consultancy Capa India reported that India's aviation industry is expected
to post losses of $3-3.6 billion in the June quarter in its report titled 'Projecting the potential
financial impact of COVID-19 on Indian aviation'. The loss is because the airlines have shared
the bulk of the hit after the series of travel restrictions due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

113) Hantavirus spread from ______.
A.bats
B.rodents
C.civet pet
D.pangolin

Answer B
Explanation Hantaviruses are a family of viruses that are transmitted mainly by rodents. It can
show varied disease syndrome in people. The name varies differ in various regions.

114) Where is Veer Surendra Sai Institute of Medical Sciences and Research
(VIMSAR) located?
A.Odisha
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B.Chhattisgarh
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Jharkhand

Answer A
Explanation Veer Surendra Sai Institute of Medical Sciences and Research is a government-run
medical college and hospital in the Indian state of Odisha. Currently, the Odisha state government
planning to set up a Biosafety Levels 2 (BSL-2) laboratory at Veer Surendra Sai Institute of
Medical Sciences and Research (VIMSAR).

115) The Cabinet approved to provide minimum regulatory capital to RRBs
for another year, that is, up to _________.
A.2020-21
B.2021-22
C.2022-23
D.2023-24

Answer A
Explanation The Cabinet approved to provide minimum regulatory capital to RRBs for another
year, that is, up to 2020-21 for those RRBs which are unable to maintain minimum Capital to
Risk-weighted Assets Ratio (CRAR) of 9% which was set as per the regulatory norms prescribed
by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

116) Who is the Chief Minister of Odisha?
A.Naveen Patnaik
B.Baijayant Panda
C.Shivraj Singh Chouhan
D.Jyotiraditya Scindia

Answer A
Explanation Naveen Patnaik is an Indian politician who is the current and 14th Chief Minister of
Odisha. He is also the president of the Biju Janata Dal, a writer and has authored three books.

117) Which committee recommended Scheme for Recapitalization of RRBs?
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A.Shri Harun R. Khan
B.Dr. Subir Gokarn
C.Shri Anand Sinha
D.Dr. K.C. Chakrabarty

Answer D
Explanation Based on the recommendation of Dr. K.C. Chakrabarty chaired the committee, a
Scheme for Recapitalization of RRBs was approved by the Cabinet on 10 February 2011.

118) Which Indian footballer has been selected to participate in FIFA's 'Pass
the message to kick out coronavirus' campaign against Coronavirus
pandemic?
A.Sunil Chhetri
B.Bhaichung Bhutia
C.Sandesh Jhingan
D.Gurpreet Singh Sandhu

Answer A
Explanation Indian football captain Sunil Chhetri has been picked among 28 players for the
world governing body FIFA's campaign to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. He has been
selected along with Lionel Messi, Philip Lahm, Iker Casillas, and Carles Puyol.

119) Population Enumeration is the ________ phase of Census 2021.
A.first
B.second
C.third
D.fourth

Answer B
Explanation The Census 2021 will be conducted in two phases, namely house listing and House
Census and Population Enumeration. The second phase is Population Enumeration was scheduled
to be conducted from 9-28 February 2021 throughout the country simultaneously.

120) FIFA's 'Pass the message to kick out coronavirus" campaign to combat

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 23 - March 29, 2020)

the coronavirus will be published in ________ languages.
A.13
B.25
C.36
D.42

Answer A
Explanation FIFA's 'Pass the message to kick out coronavirus" campaign to combat the
coronavirus will be published in 13 languages.

121) Which country launched CoWin-20, a new smartphone app that aims to
track individuals by their smartphone locations, to curb the community
spread of coronavirus?
A.US
B.India
C.China
D.Russia

Answer B
Explanation The Government of India is to launch CoWin-20 to curb the community spread of
coronavirus. CoWin-20 is a new smartphone app that aims to track individuals by their
smartphone locations. The app will be made soon and will be available widely across India.

122) Who is the Governor of Odisha?
A.Ganeshi Lal
B.Ramesh Bais
C.Anusuiya Uikey
D.Phagu Chauhan

Answer A
Explanation Ganeshi Lal is an Indian politician and the incumbent Governor of Odisha.

123) _______ is to organize Global Hyperloop Pod Competition in July 2020.
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A.National Institute of Technology
B.TISS
C.IIT-Madras
D.IIT-Guwahati

Answer C
Explanation Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT-Madras) has announced that it is to
organize India's first Global Hyperloop Pod Competition. The competition is open to all students
globally. The final round will take place in the IIT-Madras campus in the month July 2020.

124) Hyperloop is the _______ mode of transportation.
A.5
B.6
C.7
D.3

Answer A
Explanation Hyperloop is the 5th mode of transportation. It is a high-speed train that travels in a
near-vacuum tube.

125) Sameer Aggarwal replaced ________, who retired, as CEO of Walmart
India.
A.Sachin Bansal
B.Ritesh Agarwal
C.Vijay Shekhar Sharma
D.Krish Iyer

Answer D
Explanation Sameer Aggarwal is appointed as CEO of Walmart India. Aggarwal appointment
will come into effect from 1 April. Aggarwal will replace Krish Iyer, who is set to retire. He has
assumed the role of advisor to Best Price, Walmart India.

126) Hyperloop will allow the capsule inside the tube to reach speeds of more
than _______ km/h.
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A.830
B.560
C.1000
D.2500

Answer C
Explanation Hyperloop is the 5th mode of transportation. It is a high-speed train that travels in a
near-vacuum tube. The reduced air resistance will allow the capsule inside the tube to reach
speeds of more than 1000 km/h.

127) Who developed MACS 4028, the new wheat variety shows high protein
content?
A.ICAR - Indian Agricultural Research Institute
B.Agharkar Research Institute
C.Punjab Agricultural University
D.Central Agricultural research Institute

Answer B
Explanation Agharkar Research Institute (ARI) Scientists have developed a biofortified durum
wheat variety MACS 4028. The new wheat variety shows high protein content. The wheat has a
better nutritional quality of zinc 40.3 ppm, and iron content of 40.3ppm and 46.1ppm
respectively, good milling quality and overall acceptability.

128) MACS 4028 is a new variety of ______.
A.paddy
B.rice
C.wheat
D.maize

Answer C
Explanation Agharkar Research Institute (ARI) Scientists have developed a biofortified durum
wheat variety MACS 4028. The new wheat variety shows high protein content. The wheat variety
developed by the ARI scientists show high protein content of about 14.7%. The wheat has a
better nutritional quality of zinc 40.3 ppm, and iron content of 40.3ppm and 46.1ppm
respectively, good milling quality and overall acceptability.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 23 - March 29, 2020)

129) Who is appointed as the CEO of Walmart India?
A.Ajoy Misra
B.Navin Gurnaney
C.Dinesh Agarwal
D.Sameer Aggarwal

Answer D
Explanation Sameer Aggarwal is appointed as CEO of Walmart India. Aggarwal appointment
will come into effect from 1 April.

130) When is National Informatics Centre (NIC) established?
A.1976
B.1980
C.1984
D.1988

Answer A
Explanation National Informatics Centre (NIC) was established in 1976. It is an attached office
under Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, Government of India. NIC provides
infrastructure to help support delivery of Government IT services and delivery of some of the
initiatives of Digital India.

131) MACS 4028 is a ______ variety of new wheat variety.
A.dwarf
B.semi-dwarf
C.tall
D.short

Answer B
Explanation Agharkar Research Institute (ARI) Scientists have developed a biofortified durum
wheat variety MACS 4028. The new wheat variety shows high protein content. MACS 4028 is a
semi-dwarf variety.
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132) MACS 4028, the new wheat variety shows high ________ content.
A.vitamin
B.phosphorous
C.protein
D.sodium

Answer B
Explanation Agharkar Research Institute (ARI) Scientists have developed a biofortified durum
wheat variety MACS 4028. The new wheat variety shows high protein content.

133) When was G20 founded?
A.1990
B.1999
C.2000
D.2002

Answer B
Explanation G20 was founded in 1999. It is a group of 20 countries. The members of the group
include Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, Argentina, Australia, Brazil, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the UK, the US, and
EU. The aim of the group is to promote international financial stability. The 2019 summit was
held in the Osaka summit.

134) RBI has announced that all banks and NBFCs have been permitted to
allow a moratorium of ________ months on repayment of term loans
outstanding on 1 March 2020.
A.2
B.3
C.4
D.5

Answer B
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced that all banks and Non-bank
financial institutions (NBFCs) have been permitted to allow a moratorium of 3 months on
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repayment of term loans outstanding on 1 March 2020.

135) Which of the following is not a member of G20?
A.France
B.Turkey
C.Bangladesh
D.India

Answer C
Explanation The members of the group include Canada, China, France, Germany, India,
Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Argentina, Australia, Brazil, South Africa,
South Korea, Turkey, the UK, the US, and EU. The aim of the group is to promote international
financial stability. The 2019 summit was held in the Osaka summit

136) Who is the governor of RBI?
A.Shaktikanta Das
B.Viral Acharya
C.Urjit Patel
D.Raghuram Rajan

Answer A
Explanation The Governor of the Reserve Bank of India is the Chief Executive Officer of India's
central bank and the ex-officio chairperson of its Central Board of Directors.

137) Where was the 2019 G20 summit held?
A.London, the UK
B.Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
C.Osaka, Japan
D.New Delhi, India

Answer C
Explanation The 2019 summit was held in the Osaka summit.
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138) Which of the following is a member of G20?
A.African Union
B.European Union
C.Asian Union
D.South-Asian Pacific Union

Answer B
Explanation European Union is a member/part of G20.

139) ________ set up a COVID-19 task force to map technologies to fund
nearly market-ready solutions in the area of diagnostics, testing, healthcare
delivery solutions, and equipment supplies.
A.Department of Science and Technology
B.Department of Pharmaceuticals
C.Department of Economic Affairs
D.Department of Expenditure

Answer A
Explanation Department of Science and Technology (DST) set up a COVID-19 task force to
map technologies to fund nearly market-ready solutions in the area of diagnostics, testing,
healthcare delivery solutions, and equipment supplies.

140) How much did the Centre announce ________ crore relief package under
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana.
A.Rs.1.70 lakh
B.Rs.2.30 lakh
C.Rs.3.10 lakh
D.Rs.4.50 lakh

Answer A
Explanation The Union Minister of Finance Nirmala Sitharaman announced Rs.1.70 lakh crore
relief package under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana on 26 March. The move aims to help
the poor to fight the battle against CoronaVirus.
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141) Which of the following State/UT government is to stamp the left hand of
the people who have been kept under quarantine amid coronavirus pandemic?
A.JK
B.Assam
C.Maharashtra
D.Goa

Answer C
Explanation The Maharashtra state government has decided to stamp the left hand of the people
who have been kept under quarantine amid coronavirus pandemic in the country. The
announcement was made by Maharashtra state health minister Rajesh Tope.

142) When was the Centre for Cellular Molecular Biology (CCMB)
established?
A.1963
B.1977
C.1982
D.1990

Answer B
Explanation Centre for Cellular Molecular Biology (CCMB) was established on 1977. CCMB
functions under the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). Global Molecular and
Cell Biology Network of UNESCO designated the Centre as Center of Excellence.

143) Applying indelible ink on any finger of the left hand is defined in Rule
________ of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961.
A.49K
B.53k
C.67k
D.24k

Answer A
Explanation Applying indelible ink on any finger of the left hand is defined in Rule 49K of the
Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961.
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144) What are the drugs that are to be used by the mega trial by World Health
Organization (WHO)?
A.Remdesivir
B.Chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine
C.Ritonavir and lopinavir
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The World Health Organization (WHO) has begun a global mega trial of the four
most promising drugs that may cure the novel coronavirus. The 4 drugs are Remdesivir,
Chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine, Ritonavir and lopinavir, Ritonavir/lopinavir and interferonbeta.

145) CRISIL has cut its base-case GDP growth forecast for fiscal 2021 to
_______ from 5.2% expected earlier.
A.3.5%
B.3.7%
C.4%
D.4.2%

Answer A
Explanation CRISIL has cut its base-case Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth forecast for
fiscal 2021 to 3.5% from 5.2% expected earlier.

146) The mega trial to be conducted by the World Health Organization
(WHO) is called ________.
A.Isolatory Trial
B.Solidarity Trial
C.Unified Trial
D.Lopin Trial

Answer B
Explanation The World Health Organization (WHO) has begun a global mega trial of the four
most promising drugs that may cure the novel coronavirus. The mega trial by WHO is called
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Solidarity.

147) When was CRISIL established?
A.1964
B.1972
C.1987
D.1992

Answer C
Explanation CRISIL, formerly known as Credit Rating Information Services of India Limited,
was established on 1987. It is headquartered Mumbai, Maharashtra.

148) Which of the following drug was used to treat Ebola?
A.Ritonavir
B.Lopinavir
C.Hydroxychloroquine
D.Remdesivir

Answer D
Explanation Remdesivir drug is used to combat Ebola and other dangerous viruses.

149) What is the early CRISIL's base-case GDP growth forecast for fiscal
2021?
A.5.2%
B.5.3%
C.5.5%
D.5.7%

Answer A
Explanation CRISIL has cut its base-case Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth forecast for
fiscal 2021 to 3.5% from 5.2% expected earlier.

150) When was the signing of the SAARC Charter happen?
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A.1966
B.1972
C.1985
D.1996

Answer C
Explanation SAARC was established with the signing of the SAARC Charter on 8 December
1985 in Dhaka, Bangladesh. The headquarters of SAARC is located in Kathmandu, Nepal.

151) Who is the MD & CEO of CRISIL?
A.Vishakha Mulye
B.Dhivya Suryadevara
C.Ashu Suyash
D.Naina Lal Kidwai

Answer C
Explanation Ashu Suyash is Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer of CRISIL, India's
leading provider of ratings, research, analytics, and solutions with a robust track record of growth
and innovation and a global footprint. CRISIL is majority-owned by S&P Global Inc.

152) Which state is to set up a drone ecosystem?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Uttarakhand
D.Karnataka

Answer B
Explanation The Andhra Pradesh Drones Corp is to set up a drone ecosystem in Anantapur
district, Andhra Pradesh. The aim of this initiative is to establish a laboratory for unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAV) or drones.

153) Where is the headquarters of CRISIL located?
A.Mumbai
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B.Kolkata
C.Hyderabad
D.Patna

Answer A
Explanation The headquarters of CRISIL is located in Mumbai, Maharashtra.

154) Where is the headquarters of SAARC located?
A.Kathmandu
B.Dhaka
C.Columbia
D.New Delhi

Answer A
Explanation SAARC was established with the signing of the SAARC Charter on 8 December
1985 in Dhaka, Bangladesh. The headquarters of SAARC is located in Kathmandu, Nepal.

155) When is the World theatre Day observed?
A.21 March
B.27 March
C.31 March
D.2 April

Answer B
Explanation World Theatre Day celebrated is observed annually on the 27 March by ITI Centres
and the international theatre community. The day aims to promote theatre in all its forms across
the world.

156) Rajyogini Dadi Janki who passed away recently was the brand
ambassador of ________.
A.Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
B.POSHAN Abhiyan
C.Jal Jeevan Mission
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D.PRASAD Scheme

Answer A
Explanation The chief of Brahmakumaris Sansthan, Rajyogini Dadi Janki, passed away at the
age of 104 due to prolonged illness on 27 March. GoI appointed Janki as the brand ambassador of
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Mission) because of her work in the field of maintaining
cleanliness.

157) When was International Theatre Institute (ITI) established?
A.1948
B.1953
C.1965
D.1970

Answer A
Explanation International Theatre Institute (ITI) was established in 1948. It was initiated by the
first UNESCO Director-General, Sir Julian Huxley, and the playwright and novelist JB Priestly.

158) Satish Gujral who passed away recently was a _________.
A.medic
B.architect
C.singer
D.athlete

Answer B
Explanation Renowned artist and architect Satish Gujral passed away on 26 March. He was
94-years old. He died due to illness. PM Narendra Modi condoled his demise.

159) Which of the following is not a member of SAARC?
A.Myanmar
B.Iran
C.Korea
D.All the above
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Answer D
Explanation All the countries are observers and not members of SAARC. The regional grouping
comprises Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka
as members. The observation states of SAARC are the European Union, Australia, Japan, China,
Mauritius, Korea, Myanmar, the US, and Iran.

160) When was the World Theatre Day initiated?
A.1961
B.1968
C.1972
D.1980

Answer A
Explanation The World Theatre Day was initiated in 1961 by the International Theatre Institute
(ITI). The day has been celebrated since 1962.

161) Where was the SAARC Charter signed?
A.Kathmandu
B.Dhaka
C.New Delhi
D.Karachi

Answer B
Explanation SAARC was established with the signing of the SAARC Charter on 8 December
1985 in Dhaka, Bangladesh. The headquarters of SAARC is located in Kathmandu, Nepal. The
regional grouping comprises Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka as members.

162) When was the World Theatre Day first celebrated?
A.1953
B.1962
C.1968
D.1973
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Answer B
Explanation The World Theatre Day was initiated in 1961 by the International Theatre Institute
(ITI). The day has been celebrated since 1962.

163) How many SAARC member are there?
A.12
B.10
C.8
D.9

Answer C
Explanation SAARC was established with the signing of the SAARC Charter on 8 December
1985 in Dhaka, Bangladesh. The headquarters of SAARC is located in Kathmandu, Nepal. The
regional grouping comprises of 8 members namely Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

164) The G20 nations agreed to collectively inject ________ into the world
economy to comabt COVID-19.
A.$1 trillion
B.$5 trillion
C.$10 trillion
D.$15 trillion

Answer B
Explanation The G20 nations agreed to collectively inject $5 trillion into the world economy.
The move by the countries is to counteract the social, economic and financial effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The video conference summit was held on 26 March.

165) Government of India approved an additional ________ as an aid to 8
states that were hit by floods, landslides, cyclone 'Bulbul' and drought in 2019.
A.Rs.3,214.43 crore
B.Rs.5,751.27 crore
C.Rs.6,896.85 crore
D.Rs.7,230.15 crore
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Answer B
Explanation Government of India approved an additional Rs.5,751.27 crore as an aid to 8 states
that were hit by floods, landslides, cyclone 'Bulbul' and drought in 2019.

166) India is set to begin ________ tests for the coronavirus to confirm
whether a person had previously been infected with the virus.
A.antigen
B.antibody
C.HBsAg
D.Immunoglobulin M

Answer B
Explanation India is set to begin antibody tests for the coronavirus to confirm whether a person
had previously been infected with the virus. The move is expected to help understand the
epidemiology of Covid-19 in the country.

167) Which is the Capital of Nagaland?
A.Dimapur
B.Itanagar
C.Kohima
D.Wokha

Answer C
Explanation Kohima is the hilly capital of India's north eastern border state of Nagaland which
shares its borders with Burma. It lies in Kohima District and is one of the three Nagaland towns
with Municipal council status along with Dimapur and Mokokchung. Kohima is the land of the
Angami Naga tribe.

168) _______ has developed a health app named COVID-19 to help the citizens
who are under isolation and experiencing symptoms like dry cough.
A.Nagpur Municipal Corporation (NMC)
B.Delhi Municipal Corporation (DMC)
C.Patna Municipal Corporation (PMC)
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D.Kolkata Municipal Corporation (KMC)

Answer A
Explanation Nagpur Municipal Corporation (NMC) has developed a health app named
COVID-19, after the virus itself, under the guidance of Municipal Commissioner, Tukaram
Mundhe. The app is aimed to help the citizens who are under isolation and experiencing
symptoms like dry cough, respiratory disorders, and fever.

169) When was National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) established?
A.2000
B.2002
C.2004
D.2006

Answer D
Explanation National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) was established on 2006. It is a
specialised force constituted "for the purpose of specialist response to a threatening disaster
situation or disaster" under the Disaster Management Act, 2005.

170) Which of the following opertaion did Indian Army launch to extend all
possible assistance to the government in containing the spread of coronavirus?
A.Operation COVID-19
B.Opertaion Saveall
C.Operation Serveall
D.Operation Namaste

Answer D
Explanation Indian Army has launched an initiative christened 'Operation Namaste' to extend all
possible assistance to the government in containing the spread of coronavirus. The operation was
launched by Army Chief General Manoj Mukund Naravane on 27 March.

171) Which state government announced that it will set up 2 500-bed hospitals
to exclusively treat COVID- 19 patients?
A.Uttar Pradesh
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B.Uttarakhand
C.Odisha
D.Kerala

Answer C
Explanation The Odisha state government announced that it will set up two 500-bed hospitals to
exclusively treat COVID- 19 patients. The move by the state government is to prepare for any
possible deterioration in the situation.

172) Who is the Chief of the Army Staff of the Indian Army?
A.Bipin Rawat
B.Manoj Mukund Naravane
C.Sam Manekshaw
D.Arjan Singh

Answer B
Explanation The Chief of the Army Staff is the professional head, commander, and usually the
highest-ranking military officer of the Indian Army. The position is abbreviated as COAS in
Indian Army, and is always held by a full General. The current COAS is General Manoj Mukund
Naravane, who took office on 31 December 2019.

173) Which is the Capital of Odisha?
A.Cuttack
B.Puri
C.Bhubaneswar
D.Rourkela

Answer C
Explanation Bhubaneswar is the capital and largest city of the Indian state of Odisha. It is a
centre of economic, educational and cultural importance of East India.

174) Which country announced that it is to launch an experimental spacecraft
without a crew in April 2020, amid Coronavirus pandemic?
A.US
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B.Iran
C.India
D.China

Answer D
Explanation China is planning to launch a Long March-5B carrier rocket, an experimental
spacecraft, without a crew in April 2020. The mission is a part of a broader spaceflight program
to shuttle astronauts to its future space station.

175) What is the state bird of Odisha?
A.Indian Roller
B.Blyth's tragopan
C.Mrs. Hume's pheasant
D.Hill myna

Answer A
Explanation The Indian roller, Coracias benghalensis, is a bird of the family Coraciidae, the
rollers. It occurs widely from West Asia to the Indian Subcontinent. It is listed as least concern on
the IUCN Red List.

176) US invoked the ________, the rarely used Act, to direct General Motors
to manufacture ventilators that are needed to combat COVID-19.
A.Defense Production Act
B.Medical Device Manufacturing Act
C.Pandemic Act
D.Defense Pandemic Act

Answer A
Explanation The United States has invoked the Defense Production Act on 27 March 2020. The
rarely used Act was invoked was to direct General Motors to manufacture ventilators that are
needed to combat COVID-19.

177) India signed agreement with ________ for three mega rail infrastructure
projects.
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A.Japan
B.China
C.N.Korea
D.Russia

Answer A
Explanation Japanese government funding agency JICA signed Rs.15,295 crore agreement with
the Indian government for three mega rail infrastructure projects.

178) US invoked the Defense Production Act, the rarely used Act, to direct
_______ to manufacture ventilators that are needed to combat COVID-19.
A.General Motors
B.General Electric
C.General Medical Device Ltd
D.All of the above

Answer A
Explanation The United States has invoked the Defense Production Act on 27 March 2020. The
rarely used Act was invoked was to direct General Motors to manufacture ventilators that are
needed to combat COVID-19.

179) Japanese government funding agency JICA signed _______ agreement
with the Indian government for three mega rail infrastructure projects.
A.Rs.8,295 crore
B.Rs.10,295 crore
C.Rs.13,295 crore
D.Rs.15,295 crore

Answer D
Explanation Japanese government funding agency JICA signed Rs.15,295 crore agreement with
the Indian government for three mega rail infrastructure projects.

180) GoI declared Hydroxychloroquine as Schedule ________ Drug.
A.H1
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B.H1-A
C.H1-B
D.H2-A

Answer A
Explanation The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare issued a directive that restricts the sale
and distribution of hydroxychloroquine. The drug has been declared an essential drug to treat the
COVID-19 patients. The Central government has specified the sale of the drug in Schedule H1 to
the Drugs and Cosmetics Rules, 1945.

181) The loan agreement was signed between Japan and India the first phase
was signed on _______ for an amount of Rs.7,912 crore.
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
D.2018

Answer C
Explanation Japanese government funding agency JICA signed Rs.15,295 crore agreement with
the Indian government for three mega rail infrastructure projects.The loan agreement for the first
phase was signed on 31 March 2017, for an amount of Rs.7,912 crore.

182) The drugs specified under Schedule H1 Drugs should be labelled with the
symbol _______ which shall be in red and conspicuously displayed on the left
top corner of the label.
A.Nt
B.Rx
C.Mn
D.Dr

Answer B
Explanation The drugs specified under Schedule H1 Drugs should be labelled with the symbol
Rx which shall be in red and conspicuously displayed on the left top corner of the label.
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183) When was the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) launched?
A.2014
B.2015
C.2016
D.2017

Answer C
Explanation Public procurement platform 'Government e-Marketplace (GeM)' has launched a
national outreach program called GeM Samvaad to attract sellers to sell products online to
government buyers. It was launched in 2016 to bring transparency and efficiency in the
government buying process.

184) GeM, the public procurement platform, functions under ________.
A.Ministry of Home Affairs
B.Ministry of Commerce and Industry
C.Ministry of Coal and Trade
D.Ministry of Corporate Affairs

Answer B
Explanation Public procurement platform 'Government e-Marketplace (GeM)' has launched a
national outreach program called GeM Samvaad to attract sellers to sell products online to
government buyers. It operates under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

185) Which of the following State giovernment has announced an economic
package to provide immediate relief to EWS?
A.Nagaland
B.Assam
C.Manipur
D.Sikkim

Answer D
Explanation Sikkim Chief Minister P S Tamang announced an economic package to provide
immediate relief to economically weaker sections (EWS) of society following a meeting of the
State Task Force for COVID-19 prevention in Gangtok on 27 March.
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186) Where did the government set up Control Room to assist Migrant
Labourers?
A.Bihar Bhawan, Chennai
B.Bihar Bhawan, New Delhi
C.Bihar Bhawan, Rajasthan
D.Bihar Bhawan, Hyderabad

Answer B
Explanation Government has set up a control room in Bihar Bhawan, New Delhi. The control
room will facilitate and provide holistic assistance to the migrant labourers of Bihar. It will work
24X7. It will provide all possible support and assistance to the people. The helpline numbers to
reach the control room are 011-23792009 and 011-23014326.

187) Who is the Chief Minister of Sikkim?
A.Ganga Prasad
B.Pawan Kumar Chamling
C.Prem Singh Tamang
D.Nar Bahadur Bhandari

Answer B
Explanation Pawan Kumar Chamling is an Indian politician and the former Chief Minister of
Sikkim. Chamling is the Founder and President of the Sikkim Democratic Front, which governed
the state for five successive terms since 1993.

188) When was DRDO established?
A.1958
B.1962
C.1965
D.1968

Answer A
Explanation Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) was formed in 1958. It
is charged with the military's research and development and is headquartered in Delhi India.
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189) When was the Sikkim state formed?
A.1963
B.1967
C.1975
D.1979

Answer C
Explanation On 15 May 1975 the President of India ratified a constitutional amendment that
made Sikkim the 22nd state of India. Sikkim is a state in northeastern India.

190) DRDO functions under ________.
A.Ministry of Defence
B.Ministry of Science and Technology
C.Ministry of Power
D.Ministry of Home Affairs

Answer A
Explanation Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) was formed in 1958. It
is charged with the military's research and development and is headquartered in Delhi India. It
operates under Ministry of Defence.

191) Which is the Capital of Sikkim?
A.Gangtok
B.Yuksom
C.Aizawl
D.Pelling

Answer A
Explanation Sikkim's capital and largest city is Gangtok. Almost 35% of the state is covered by
the Khangchendzonga National Park. The Kingdom of Sikkim was founded by the Namgyal
dynasty in the 17th century. It was ruled by a Buddhist priest-king known as the Chogyal.

192) Who is the Chairman of Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO)?
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A.K. Sivan
B.G. Satheesh Reddy
C.Ranjith Agarwal
D.P S Chaudhary

Answer B
Explanation Dr G. Satheesh Reddy is an Indian Aerospace Scientist and the current Chairman of
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and Secretary, Department of
Defence R&D, Government of India and Director General, Aeronautical Development Agency
(ADA). In June 2015 he was also appointed as a scientific adviser to the defence minister of
India.

193) Plasma makes up to about ________ of blood in a human body.
A.20%
B.55%
C.68%
D.70%

Answer B
Explanation Plasma makes up about 55% of total blood volume and is composed of mostly
water (90% by volume) plus dissolved proteins, glucose, clotting factors, mineral ions, hormones,
and carbon dioxide.

194) Who is the Chairman of the Prime Ministers' Citizen Assistance and
Relief in Emergency Situations (PM-CARES) fund?
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.Prime Minister Narendra Modi
C.Home Minister Amit Shah
D.Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

Answer B
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Prime Ministers' Citizen Assistance
and Relief in Emergency Situations (PM-CARES) fund on 28 March to deal with the COVID-19
pandemic. Prime Minister will be the Chairman of the trust and its Members include Defence
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Minister, Home Minister and Finance Minister.

195) Which country tested the convalescent plasma methodology treatment for
COVID-19?
A.US
B.Russia
C.India
D.China

Answer D
Explanation A study suggested that the convalescent plasma could be a possible treatment
methodology. Convalescent plasma refers to the plasma extracted from those who are recovering
from coronavirus (COVID-19). The study was conducted at the infectious disease department,
Shenzhen Third Peoples Hospital in Shenzhen, China.

196) Which state launched the Self Declaration COVID-19 (the State's Name)
App?
A.Sikkim
B.Assam
C.Mizoram
D.Nagaland

Answer D
Explanation Chief Minister of Nagaland Neiphiu Rio launched the Self Declaration COVID-19
Nagaland App at Kohima on 28 March.

197) Which company launched a new dedicated app and website for users
across the US to provide accurate and credible information to users about the
COVID-19 pandemic?
A.IBM
B.Microsoft
C.Apple
D.Oneplus

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 23 - March 29, 2020)

Answer C
Explanation Tech giant Apple has released a new dedicated app and website for users across the
US. The app provides accurate and credible information to users about the COVID-19 pandemic.

198) Who is the Chief Minister of Nagaland?
A.Neiphiu Rio
B.Yanthungo Patton
C.R. N. Ravi
D.Shurhozelie Liezietsu

Answer A
Explanation Neiphiu Rio is an Indian politician who is the current Chief Minister of Nagaland.
Rio has also served as Chief Minister for three separate terms, making him the only Nagaland
Chief Minister to have served three consecutive terms.

199) Which is the capital of China?
A.Hong Kong
B.Shenzhen
C.Wuhan
D.Beijing

Answer D
Explanation Beijing, which means "Northern Capital", is the capital of the People's Republic of
China and one of the most heavily populated cities in the world.

200) Who launched the Prime Ministers' Citizen Assistance and Relief in
Emergency Situations (PM-CARES) fund?
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.Prime Minister Narendra Modi
C.Home Minister Amit Shah
D.Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

Answer B

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 23 - March 29, 2020)

Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Prime Ministers' Citizen Assistance
and Relief in Emergency Situations (PM-CARES) fund on 28 March to deal with the COVID-19
pandemic. Prime Minister will be the Chairman of the trust and its Members include Defence
Minister, Home Minister and Finance Minister.

201) Under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan package scheme, GoI is to
provide insurance, to a person who meets with an accident, that covers
________ for 90 days to a total of around 22.12 lakh public healthcare
providers.
A.Rs.20 lakhs
B.Rs.25 lakhs
C.Rs.40 lakhs
D.Rs.50 lakhs

Answer D
Explanation The Central Government approved the launch of insurance schemes for health
workers, who are fighting the COVID-19 outbreak, under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
package. Under the scheme, GoI is to provide insurance, to a person who meets with an accident,
that covers Rs.50 lakhs for 90 days to a total of around 22.12 lakh public healthcare providers
including community health workers who are under the contact and care of COVID-19 patients.

202) When was the Nagaland state formed?
A.1963
B.1968
C.1972
D.1975

Answer A
Explanation Nagaland became the 16th state of India on 1 December 1963. The state has
experienced insurgency, as well as an inter-ethnic conflict, since the 1950s. The violence and
insecurity have limited Nagaland's economic development.

203) When was the International Monetary Fund (IMF) established?
A.1945
B.1950
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C.1955
D.1960

Answer A
Explanation International Monetary Fund (IMF) was established on 27 December 1945. It aims
to foster global monetary cooperation, secure financial stability, facilitate international trade,
promote high employment and sustainable economic growth, and reduce poverty around the
world while periodically depending on the World Bank for its resources.

204) How many member countries are there under the International Monetary
Fund (IMF)?
A.88
B.123
C.142
D.189

Answer D
Explanation The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is an international organization
headquartered in Washington, D.C., consisting of 189 countries working to foster global
monetary cooperation, secure financial stability, facilitate international trade, promote high
employment and sustainable economic growth, and reduce poverty around the world while
periodically depending on the World Bank for its resources.

205) Which is the State Bird of Nagaland?
A.Mrs. Hume's pheasant
B.Blyth's tragopan
C.Sclater's monal
D.Siamese fireback

Answer B
Explanation Blyth's tragopan is the State Bird of Nagaland. Blyth's tragopan, a vulnerable
species of galliform, is the state bird of Nagaland. It is sighted in Mount Japf and Dzko Valley of
Kohima district, Satoi range in Zunheboto district and Pftsero in Phek district.

206) Who is the MD of IMF?
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A.Jim Yong Kim
B.David Malpass
C.Kristalina Georgieva
D.Robert Zoellick

Answer C
Explanation Kristalina Ivanova Georgieva-Kinova is a Bulgarian economist serving as
Chairwoman and Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund since 2019. She was the
Chief Executive of the World Bank Group from 2017 to 2019 and served as Acting President of
the World Bank Group from 1 February 2019 to 8 April 2019 following the resignation of Jim
Yong Kim.

207) Who is the governor of Nagaland?
A.R.N. Ravi
B.Neiphiu Rio
C.Yanthungo Patton
D.Ashwani Kumar

Answer A
Explanation Ravindra Narayana Ravi is an Indian politician from Bihar currently serving as the
Governor of Nagaland.
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