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BANKING & FINANCE
Centre imposes withdrawal limit for depositors of Yes Bank
The government of India has imposed a withdrawal limit of Rs.50,000 for
depositors of Yes Bank for one month. The notification regarding this was issued
by the Ministry of Finance. The cap will be in effect till 3 April. GoI has allowed a
few exemptions in cases like higher education, medical emergency, marriage, and
unavoidable emergency for the limit on withdrawal.
RBI's announcement:
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) stated that Yes Bank's board has superseded for
a period of 30 days that owes to a serious deterioration in the financial position of
the bank. Former Chief Financial Officer (CFO) of SBI Prashant Kumar has
been appointed as administrator for Yes Bank.
RBI assured depositors of Yes Bank that their interest would be fully protected.
RBI stated that it would explore and draw up a scheme for the bank's reconstruction
or amalgamation in terms of the provisions of the Banking Regulation Act.
Yes Bank scam:
The founder of crisis-hit Yes Bank Rana Kapoor was arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on 7 March for the alleged bank scam worth Rs.4,300
crore. Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) was filed against him.

SBI announced rate cuts on FD
State Bank of India (SBI) has announced a rate cut of the fixed deposit rates
across multiple tenors for general customers and senior citizens. It has reduced a
rate cut up to 50 basis points (bps) in some tenors, and for some tenors, it has
announced a reduction of 10 bps.
Highlights:
The new rates were made effective from 10 March.
The fixed deposit (FD) rate for a period of 7 days to 45 days has been reduced
to 4% from the earlier 4.50%, while it has been reduced to 4.50% from 5% for
senior citizens.
For the FD rates for 1 year to less than 2 years, 2 years to less than 3 years, 3 years
to less than 5 years, and 5 years to up to 10 years tenors, the rates have
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been reduced by 10 bps.
For general customers, the interest rate has been reduced to 5.90% from the earlier
6%. For senior citizens, in this case, it has been reduced to 6.40% from 6.50%.
The last rate cuts on FDs were made applicable on 10 February.

RBI revised exposure limits for UCBs
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) revised exposure limits for urban cooperative
banks (UCBs) to a single borrower and a group of borrowers to 15% and 25%,
respectively, of tier-I capital.
Highlights:
Previously, the UCBs were permitted to have exposures of up to 15% and 40%
of their capital funds to a single borrower and a group of borrowers, respectively.
The revised exposure limits will be applicable to all types of fresh exposures taken
by UCBs, and they will have to bring down their existing exposures, which are in
excess of the revised limits, by 31 March 2023.
The preceding financial year will be considered for the purpose of fixing the
exposure limits, tier-I capital as on 31 March.
Tier-I capital will remain the same as that prescribed for computation of capital
adequacy of UCBs. The banks can have at least 50% of their aggregate loans and
advances comprising loans of not more than 0.2% or Rs.25 lakh of their tier 1
capital, as per the borrower.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
UNCTAD stated that FDI inflows dropped by 15 percent due to CoronaVirus
outbreak
The UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) has issued a
warning that global foreign direct investment (FDI) could drop by up to 15% on
previous estimates due to the Coronavirus outbreak.
Reports:
The downward pressure on FDI will be -5% to -15%, as compared to previous
forecasts that projects marginal growth in the FDI trend for 2020-2021.
UNCTAD stated that the impact on FDI would be concentrated in the countries
that are most severely hit by the Coronavirus outbreak. The economic impact of
supply chain disruptions will affect investment prospects in other countries.
It also projected a stable level of global FDI inflows in 2020-2021 with a potential
increase of +5%, which is relatively marginal for FDI.
UNCTAD highlighted that the top 5000 MNEs, which accounts for a significant
share of global FDI, have shown downward revisions of 9% due to Covid-19. Also,
the automotive industry with -44%, airlines with -42% and energy and basic
materials industries with -13%. The developing country multinational enterprises
(MNE) profit guidance has been revised downwards by 16%.
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INTERNATIONAL
Saudi Arabia slashed oil prices after OPEC plus meeting fails to make a deal
Oil prices plunged by 20% after the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries' (OPEC) failure to make a deal with its allies regarding production cuts.
The meeting OPEC+ that was held between OPEC and its allies concluded with no
deal on additional production cuts.
Highlights:
Saudi Arabia slashed oil prices. The country announced massive discounts on the
official selling prices for April. It is preparing to increase its production above the
10 million barrel per day mark.
Saudi currently pumps 9.7 million barrels per day. But it can generally ramp up to
12.5 million barrels per day.
After the move by the Kingdom, Brent oil was down nearly 10% at $45.27.
OPEC+ meeting:
The 178th Extraordinary Meeting of the Conference of OPEC was held in
Vienna, Austria, on 5 March 2020. It was held under the Chairmanship of its
President, HE Mohamed Arkab, Minister of Energy of Algeria and Head of its
Delegation. The Conference considered the withdrawal of Ecuador from OPEC,
with effect from 1 January 2020.

IAEA urged Iran to provide access to suspected nuclear sites
United Nations atomic watchdog International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
urged Iran to cooperate immediately and fully with the nuclear agreement with
world powers at the quarterly meeting of IAEA's 35-member Board of Governor.
IAEA asked Iran to provide access to two locations of the nuclear sites in January
2020. Iran failed to engage in substantive discussions to clarify IAEA's questions.
The organization also stated that it did not observe any changes to Iran's
implementation of its nuclear-related commitments since January.
Iran nuclear deal:
Iran nuclear deal is also known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA). In 2015, Iran agreed to a deal on its nuclear program with the P5+1
group of world powers. The P5+1 countries are the US, UK, France, China,
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Russia, and Germany. Under the deal, Iran acceded to a 10-year restriction on
nuclear production. On 8 May 2018, the United States withdrew from the deal. In
January 2020, Iran withdrew from the Iran nuclear deal after the US targeted
strike that killed Iran's Quds Force Commander Qassem Soleimani in Iraq.
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA):
IAEA was established on 29 July 1957. It is headquartered in Vienna, Austria.
IAEA has 171 members states. The organization aims to promote the peaceful use
of nuclear energy. It also takes initiatives to inhibit the use of nuclear energy for
military purpose, including nuclear weapons.

UNSC passes resolution to endorse US Taliban peace agreement
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has unanimously adopted a United
States' resolution that supports a recent deal between the US and the Afghan
Taliban, which is a rare endorsement of an agreement with a militant group. The
US military has started to withdraw its troops per the agreement signed in the 29
February pact with the Taliban.
Highlights:
In the resolution, UNSC has urged the Government of Afghanistan to advance
the peace process by participating in intra-Afghan negotiations through a diverse
and inclusive negotiating team composed of Afghan political and civil society
leaders, including women.
The United States is to end its longest-ever conflict and under the terms of a deal
signed in Doha in February 2019.
Under the pact, all foreign forces would quit Afghanistan within 14 months.
It also will provide the Taliban to stick to their security commitments.

ADB allocates USD 200 mn to support supply chains in the fight against
Coronavirus
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is to make available $200 million through
its Supply Chain Finance Program for several companies that manufacture and
distribute medicines and other items needed to combat the novel Coronavirus
(COVID-19).
About Funding:
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ADB, in partnership with commercial banks, has offered to provide the companies
in Asia and the Pacific that produce and distribute drugs for COVID-19.
It will support the companies for which the supply chain is critical to fighting the
virus.
Previously, ADB funded $2 million to enhance detection, prevention, and response
in the People's Republic of China (PRC) and the Greater Mekong Subregion, $2
million to support response in all its developing members, and $18.6 million privatesector loan to Wuhan to support the continued supply of essential medicines and
personal protective equipment.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Women scientists received international exposure through Indo-US Fellowship
for WISTEMM
Department of Science and Technology (DST) of Ministry of Science and
Technology in association with Indo-US Science & Technology Forum
(IUSSTF) under the program the Indo-US Fellowship for Women in Science,
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics and Medicine (WISTEMM) provided
international exposure to several women scientists. Around 20 women scientists
have visited 20 leading institutions across the United States of America to extend
their research work and to get trained in the state of the art technologies related to
their research.
Aim:
The main objective of WISTEMM is to provide opportunities to Indian Women
Scientists, Engineers, and Technologists to undertake international collaborative
research in premier institutions in the US. It aims to enhance its research capacities
and capabilities.
WISTEMM:
The WISTEMM program provides two categories of women scientists, namely
Women Overseas Student Internship (Module I) for women students pursuing
Ph.D., and Women Overseas Fellowship (Module II) for women who hold Ph.D.
degree. It holds a regular position at any recognized institution or laboratory in
India.
Under the program, the first batch of women scientists comprised of 20 women has
completed their visit to 20 leading institutions across the US. The second batch of
20 women will visit across premier institutions of the United States in 2020. They
are selected from among the application from the women's scientific community.
Bright Indian women citizens within the age bracket of 21 to 45 years are eligible
for the program. The funding support extended under the program includes stipend,
airfare, health insurance, contingency, and conference allowances.

Centre to add more than 14 lakh Self Help Groups
Government is to add more than 14 lakh Self Help Groups (SHG) in order to
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achieve GoI's plan to achieve 75 lakhs SHGs by 2022. The announcement was
made by Narendra Singh Tomar, the Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers'
Welfare on 8 March.
Women's Self Help Groups (SHGs):
Women's SHGs are the backbone of poverty alleviation programs. It focuses on
the Department of Agriculture, Cooperation, and Farmers' Welfare and
Departments of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj and oriented towards
women's emancipation. SHGs play a major role as in the development process
sweeping across the rural landscape.
Over 60.8 lakh SHGs across the country mobilizes more than six crore 73 lakh
women. The Rural Development Ministry aims to create a total of 75 lakh SHGs
by 2022 in order to enable more women to get a livelihood.
Other measures by GoI:
Government provides several funds and training to SHGs for livelihood missions,
linking them with banks for easy credit flow.
Ministry of Rural Development has instituted awards for SHGs to encourage them
to perform better.
In the past six years, more than Rs.2.75 lakh crores have been provided to SHGs
to make women self-dependent.
Under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme, more
than five crore people are annually employed. Women constitute 55% of the
workforce under the MGNREGA.
Under the scheme, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDUGKY), over 4.66 lakh women are involved.
Also, Swarna Jayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY) was restructured and
subsumed into the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Antyodaya Yojana (DAY)-National
Rural Livelihood Mission (Ajeevika) (NRLM). Under the Mission, GoI aims to
reach out to about ten crore poor rural households.
The Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) gave dignity to women and also enhance
safety for women by constructing of 9.5 crore toilets across the country.

UAHS develops Sahyadri Megha, a new red variety of paddy
The University of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences (UAHS) of
Shivamogga developed 'Sahyadri Megha,' a new red variety of paddy, as a part of
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its initiative to prevent a decline in the area under paddy cultivation. The new red
variety of paddy is resistant to blast disease and is rich in nutrients.
Sahyadri Megha:
Sahyadri Megha variety of paddy is developed under the hybridization breeding
method by crossing Jyothi variety with Akkalu, a native disease-resistant, and
protein-rich paddy variety.
The research work for the development of high-level resistance to blast disease
was commenced in 2009.
The new variety of paddy was approved by the State-level Seed Sub-Committee.
The new variety will be made available for farmers from the coming Kharif season.
The aroma and taste of the new variety paddy was verified and found satisfying.
The new variety of paddy will be notified under the Indian Seed Act 1966, and it
will become a part of the seed chain.
It is expected that the Sahyadri Megha variety will fetch a good price for
its nutrition values, aroma, and taste as it is disease-resistant, the cultivation cost
will be low.
University of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences (UAHS):
Established in: 2012
Located at: Shivamogga, Karnataka
Chancellor: Vajubhai Vala, Governor of Karnataka
Vice-Chancellor: Manjunatha K. Naik
It is Karnataka's first integrated university with both agricultural and horticultural
sciences under its purview.

Centre to make Sanitary pad disposal bags mandatory from 2021 January
The Centre is to make it mandatory for the sanitary napkin companies to
provide bio-degradable disposal bags from January 2021. The information was
announced by the Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Prakash Javadekar at an International Women's Day event in Pune on 8 March.
Also, the sanitation norms for Corporations and municipalities will now be
applied to villages with a population of more than three thousand. 50 small and 50
large waste classification centres will be set up in Pune, and financial support for
this will be made through the MPs fund.
Background:
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The rule of providing bio-degradable disposal bags for the sanitary napkin is
already in existence in India. Despite that, the sanitary pad manufacturers are still
not providing biodegradable disposal bags. With the increased production of usage
of sanitary napkins and diapers, they are discarded in a way that is harmful to
waste pickers or"Swachhta Sevaks". If the disposal bags are introduced, napkins
can be wrapped in these bags before being thrown in the garbage, which can avoid
infections.

IIM-Bangalore launched the Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship program
Indian Institute of Management Bangalore (IIMB) launched the Mahatma
Gandhi National Fellowship (MGNF) program in collaboration with
the Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE), GoI, and State
Skill Development Missions (SSDMs). There are over 75 students in the first batch
of the program. The batch has 44% women candidates.
IIMB undertook the program in support of the launch of Skills Acquisition and
Knowledge Awareness for the Livelihood Promotion (SANKALP) project.
Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship:
MGNF is a two-year academic program. It is a unique opportunity for young,
dynamic individuals to enhance skill development and promote rural employment
at the district level. The program aims to strengthen the district-level skill
ecosystem for decentralized skill development governance.
MGNF will provide academic inputs and a field immersion component that will
raise economic output and promote livelihood in rural areas. The implementation of
the program at IIMB will be monitored by Prof. Arnab Mukherji, from the Public
Policy area, and Professor Sankarshan Basu, from the Finance and Accounting
area as Programme Directors.
MGNF fellows will be placed in 75 districts across the states of Gujarat,
Karnataka, Meghalaya, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, and Uttar Pradesh. After
completing the program successfully, the Fellow will be awarded a Certificate.

JK sets up Delimitation Commission
The Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has set up the Delimitation
Commission for the process of delimitation of Lok Sabha and assembly
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constituencies. The Commission was formed under the chairmanship of former
Supreme Court judge Ranjana Prakash Desai. The members of the Commission are
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Shushil Chandra and election commissioners
of J&K, and the four North-Eastern states will be ex-officio members of the
Commission.
Delimitation Commission:
The delimitation in the UT of J&K will be based on the 2011 Census due to an
amendment in the J&K Reorganisation Act.
Delimitation will be carried out as per the provisions of the J&K Reorganisation
Act that split the J&K state into two UTs of Jammu and Kashmir with an assembly
and Ladakh without an assembly.

NAI is to celebrate its 130th Foundation Day on 11 March
National Archives of India (NAI) is to celebrate its 130th Foundation Day on 11
March 2020. During the occasion, the Union Minister of State for Culture and
Tourism (Independent Charge) Shri Prahlad Singh Patel will inaugurate an
exhibition on Jallianwala Bagh at the premises of National Archives, New Delhi.
Highlights:
This exhibition commemorates the centenary of the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre
that covers a period from (1915-50).
The exhibition will be presented with the help of original and digital copies of
archival documents relating to the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre available in NAI.
The aim is to portray the relentless struggle of the Indian people against British
tyranny through record holdings.
The exhibition by NAI will be open for public viewing until 30 April 2020.
National Archives of India (NAI):
NAI was established on 11 March 1891 at Kolkatta as the Imperial Record
Department. It functions as an Attached Office of the Department of Culture
under the Ministry of Culture. In 1911, due to the transfer of the capital from
Calcutta to Delhi, the National Archives of India was constructed in 1926. It was
designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens. The transfer of all records from Kolkata to New
Delhi was completed in 1937. NAI acts as the nodal agency for the implementation
of the Public Records Act, 1993 and Public Record Rules, 1997.
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Harsh Vardhan chaired the 43rd Annual Day of NIHFW
The UnionMinister of Health and Family WelfareDr. Harsh Vardhan chaired the
43rd Annual Day of the National Institute of Health & Family Welfare
(NIHFW) on 9 March. He suggested that Synergy and cooperation between
institutions are needed to counter India's Public Health challenges.
Highlights:
The meeting emphasized the role of Ayushman Bharat-Health and Wellness
Centres in countering public health challenges through a focus on preventive and
positive health.
The centres were asked to ensure if they are equipped with screening for BP,
diabetes, three types of cancers, leprosy, etc. It highlighted on preventive health.
It also highlighted the fine-tuning of strategies and the rethinking of policies to
provide public health.
Academic awards and best employees of the year award were presented during the
function.
National Institute of Health and Family Welfare Delhi (NIHFW):
NIHFW was formed on 9 March 1977 by the merger of the National Institute of
Health Administration and Education (NIHAE) and the National Institute of
Family Planning (NIFP). NIHFW functions under the Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare, GoI. It acts as the apex technical institute and a think tank for the
promotion of health and family welfare programs in the country.

Centre to extend Gevra Opencast coal mine, Chhattisgarh
The expert appraisal committee (EAC) of the Ministry of
Environment recommended that the environmental clearance issued to Gevra
Opencast coal mine to be extended for the next 30 years or the life of the mine,
whichever is earlier. EAC is yet to decide whether the plant capacity can be
expanded further from 45 MTPA to 49 MTPA.
Gevra mine:
The Gevra mine is being operated by South Eastern Coalfields Ltd, a subsidiary
of state-owned Coal India Ltd. It is located in Korba district, Chhattisgarh.

Railways constitute GoS to render advice for private passenger train operators
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Ministry of Railways has constituted a Group of Secretaries (GoS) to advise the
terms and conditions for private passenger train operators. The announcement was
stated by the Railway Minister Piyush Goyal.
Roles of GoS:
GoS will advise private passenger train operators to operate trains with world-class
technology covering the Indian Railways network and provide world-class services.
The GoS has held seven meetings so far.
The draft Request for Qualification and the draft Concession Agreement have been
uploaded on the websites of NITI Aayog and Indian Railways to seek feedback
from the stakeholders.

GoI constitutes committee on Kisan Rail
Government of India has constituted a committee to work out the modalities
of 'Kisan Rail.' The setting up of Kisan Rail was proposed by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman. It was set up through the public-private-partnership (PPP)
model for a cold supply chain to transport perishable goods.
Committee for Kisan Rail:
The committee was formed under the aegis of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare, including a representative from the Ministry of Railways, to
work out the modalities of 'Kisan Rail.'
Nine such refrigerated vans are available on its network. These vans have a
carrying capacity of 17 tonnes, each for transportation of highly-perishable parcel
traffic. The vans were developed and procured through the Rail Coach Factory at
Kapurthala.
Also, GoI has established temperature-controlled perishable cargo centres were
commissioned at Ghazipur Ghat (UP), New Azadpur (Adarsh Nagar, Delhi) and
Raja ka Talab (UP) as a pilot project under the Kisan Vision Project by Container
Corporation of India Limited (CONCOR) through a Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initiative.

India used Anti-HIV drugs to treat COVID-19 for the first time
India, for the first time, used a combination of two drugs, namely lopinavir and
ritonavir was administered on an elderly Italian couple undergoing treatment at a
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Jaipur hospital for Covid-19. The two drugs are widely used for controlling HIV
infection.
Highlights:
Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) approved the "restricted use" of the
combination of the two drugs, which are second-line HIV drugs, for treating the
people who are affected by a novel coronavirus.
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) earlier sought emergency approval
for using the combination of the two drugs.
The combination of lopinavir and ritonavir, along with other drugs, have been used
in clinical trials in China and Thailand for treating Covid-19 patients.

Centre approved for the construction of Delhi-Baghpat highway
Centre approved the National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) to construct
the first phase of a new highway at a distance of almost 170km. The highway will
connect east Delhi's Akshardham to Uttarakhand's Dehradun.
Delhi-Baghpat highway:
The proposed new highway is expected to reduce travel time between Delhi and
Dehradun by at least two-and-a-half hours.
The estimated time for the project is five years.
The first phase will connect Akshardham with west Uttar Pradesh's Baghpat by a
six-lane highway. It will cover a distance of 32km, out of which 14.7km in Delhi
and another 17.5km under the jurisdiction of Uttar Pradesh. It will connect
important locations like Loni, Saharanpur, Mohand, and Ganeshpur.
NHAI has also got in-principle approval for the second phase that will connect
Baghpat to Dehradun. It covers a distance of almost 140km.

Jobs provided under scheme of compassionate appointment
The family members of the personnel of paramilitary forces killed in the line of
duty were offered jobs under the scheme of compassionate appointment. The
announcement was made by Shri Nityanand Rai, the Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs.
Scheme of compassionate appointment:
The Compassionate appointment Scheme aims to grant appointment on
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compassionate grounds to a dependent family member of a Government servant
killed in the line of duty or who is retired on medical grounds, thereby leaving his
family without any means of livelihood. The scheme also focuses on the family of
the Government servant concerned from financial destitution and to help it get
over the emergency.

NDFB outfit disbanded itself
The National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) has disbanded itself at two
different locations in the last 24 hours. This was done as per the clause in
the memorandum of settlement (MOS) signed by NDFB's four factions and other
Bodo stakeholders with the government on 27 January.
Bodo Accord:
GoI signed an accord with the NDFB on 27 January 2020. The agreement was
signed by the Joint Secretary in the MHA, Satyendra Garg, and Assam Chief
Secretary Kumar Sanjay Krishna with the leaders of the four factions of the
NDFB. The signing was presided over by the Union Home Minister Amit Shah and
Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal. The objective of the accord was to
provide great support to political and economic leverage without their key
demand of separate Bodoland either in the form of a state or a Union Territory
(UT). The accord will provide for some political rights to the Bodo tribals living in
Assam.
National Democratic Front of Boroland:
Formed: 3 October 1986
Headquarters: Myanmar
Founder: Ranjan Daimary aka DR Nabla
President: B. Saoraigwra
NDFB is an armed separatist outfit. It seeks to obtain a sovereign Boroland for the
Bodo people. GoI has designated NDFB as a terrorist organization.

Tamil Nadu hosts Divya Kala Shakti for the first time
Tamil Nadu State government is to host the first-ever regional event "Divya
Kala Shakti: Witnessing the abilities in disabilities a unique cultural" event at
Kalaivanar Arangam, Chennai on 12 March 2020. The event will be witnessed by
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Governor of Tamil Nadu Shri Banwarilal Purohit.
Organizing Team:
The event is organized by the National Institute for Empowerment of Persons
with Multiple Disabilities (Divyangjan) (NIEPMD), Chennai, in collaboration
with the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
(Divyagjan), Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, GoI.
Event Highlights:
The cultural event will bring together children and youth with Differently Abled
from all the five Southern zone, namely Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Telangana and Lakshadweep, and Puducherry.
Divya Kala Shakti will provide a unique platform to showcase the potential
of Persons with Differently Abled in the field of performing art, music, dance,
acrobatics, etc.
The cultural event will host artistic performance, including dance, music,
instrumental in classical, folk, and modern style. It also includes Yoga and
Acrobatics for the first time.
Participants:
Around 1000 invitees including Persons with Disabilities, Parents of Persons with
Differently Abled, teachers, care-givers and NGOs, etc. are participating in the
event. A large number of women are taking part in the event.
Background:
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has already organized two National
events on 18 April 2019 and 23 July 2019, respectively, at President's House and
Parliament Library Building, New Delhi. The aim of the event is to spread a wide
awareness and witnessed the innate talent in all Divyang children and youth.

GoI constituted a high-level GOM to review prevention and management of
Coronovirus
GoI has constituted a high-level Group of Ministers (GOM) to review, monitor,
and evaluate the current preparedness and measures taken regarding the
management of Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19). The GOM was
constituted upon the directions of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. A meeting was
held under the GOM chairperson Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Health
& Family Welfare, and the other members of GOM, including Sh. Hardeep S.
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Puri, Minister of Civil Aviation (MCA), Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, Minister
of External Affairs, Ah. Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Minister of State, Health &
Family Welfare, Shri Mansukh Mandaviya, Minister of State (I/c), Ministry of
Shipping, Chemicals, and Fertilisers, Sh. Nityananda Rai, Minister of State for
Home.
Highlights:
The members discussed the actions taken for the prevention and management of
COVID-19 in India.
The members undertook elaborate discussions on the various other precautionary
measures which may be considered in the interest of the citizens of India.
The members verified if regular handholding, monitoring, advisories, guidelines,
etc. are being done with the States/UTs.
The members decided that all the States/UTs should be advised by MoHFW to
invoke provisions of Section 2 of Epidemic Disease Act, 1897. It enforces that all
advisories issued by the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare/State/UTs.

Leh to host the national event for the 6th International Day of Yoga
Leh is to host the main national event for the sixth International Day of Yoga
(IDY) on 21 June 2020. The events on the day will be led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. This was announced by the Union Minister of AYUSH Shripad
Naik.
IDY 2020:
It is expected that a large congregation of around 15,000 to 20,000 people will
participate in the high altitude location like Leh for the first time.
There will be a 45-minute yoga drill based on Common Yoga Protocol (CYP)
during the event.
Prime Minister Modi is expected to carry out 'yogasanas' based on CYP.
The plans are being implemented by various industrial bodies, including CII and
FICCI, educational bodies like CBSE, UGC, and NCERT, among other
stakeholders.
Background:
The observation of International Day of Yoga was first proposed by Prime Minister
Modi at the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on 27 September 2014.
The International Day of Yoga was first observed on 21 June 2015. In 2019, the
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Yoga Day event was held in Ranchi, Jharkhand.

Maharashtra implements happy hour for autorickshaws
Maharashtra State government approved the implementation of "happy
hour" for autorickshaws. The move was recommended by Khatua panel, which is
led by retired IAS officer BC Khatua and the four-members of the panel.
Happy hour:
The government resolution stated that fares would be slashed by 15% between 12
noon and 4 pm, barring the minimum fare first 1.5 km.
It is applicable only for autorickshaws and not to local taxis and app-based taxis.
The panel stated that it would turn lean hours to happy hours, especially for
housewives and senior citizens.
The move is opposed by the autorickshaw unions of the state.
Maharashtra:
Formed on: 1 May 1960
Capitals: Mumbai, Nagpur (Winter)
Governor: Bhagat Singh Koshyari
Chief Minister: Uddhav Thackeray
Districts: 36 total
Official languages: Marathi
Maharashtra is bordered by:
Arabian Sea to the west
Karnataka and Goa to the south
Telangana to the southeast
Chhattisgarh to the east
Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh to the north
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu to the northwest

WGSHA enters Limca Book of Records for Indias first Living Culinary Arts
Museum
The culinary museum in Welcomgroup Graduate School of Hotel
Administration (WGSHA), Karnataka, has been listed in Limca Book of Records
as India's First Living Culinary Arts Museum. The process for making WGSHA's
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culinary museum to enter into the popular Limca Book of Records (LBR) started in
2019.
Culinary museum in WGSHA:
The culinary art museum was opened in April 2018. The museum is spread
approximately over 25,000 sq ft. It is shaped in the form of a giant pot very similar
to the ones found in Harappa. There are historical and regular household items
including an old seed sprinkler, plates made by the Portuguese in India, a
100-year-old ladle used to dole out food at temples and bowls dating to the
Harappan era, an ancient Kashmiri tea brewer known as 'samovar,' vessels from
the Konkan, among others.
Limca Book of Records (LBR):
LBR is a book of achievements made by Indians in India and abroad in many fields
of human endeavour. LBR recognizes accomplishments such as firsts, inventions,
discoveries, honours, awards, and truly extraordinary.

India invokes 123-year-old Epidemic Disease Act
GoI is to invoke provisions of Section 2 of the Epidemic Diseases Act 1897.
The 123-year old Law is to be invoked in order to limit the spread of the outbreak.
The announcement comes after WHO declaring COVID-19 as GLOBAL
PANDEMIC.
Highlights:
The Central government has declared that all the states and Union Territories
(UTs) should invoke provisions of Section 2 of the Epidemic Diseases Act 1897.
The move comes as COVID-19 cases crossed the 70 mark on 12 March.
The Act is meant to contain dangerous epidemic diseases.
The Law confers special powers upon local authorities to implement measures
necessary to control epidemics.
Section 2 of the Epidemic Diseases Act 1897 states that When at any time the
State Government is satisfied that the State is threatened with an outbreak of any
dangerous epidemic disease, the State Government, may take, or require or
empower any person to take, such measures and, by public notice, prescribe such
temporary regulations to be observed by the public or by any person. It is necessary
to prevent the outbreak of such disease or the spread thereof and may determine
in what manner and by whom any expenses incurred, including compensation if
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any, shall be defrayed.
Note:The 1897 law was invoked earlier during the bubonic plague in the then
Bombay state.

CSIR-NPL develops ink to curb fake printing of Passports and counterfeiting
of currency notes
Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR)-National Physical
Laboratory (NPL), along with the Academy of Scientific and Innovative
Research, Ghaziabad has developed a bi-luminescent security ink. The
information was passed by the Union Minister of Science and Technology, Health
and Family Welfare, and Earth Sciences, Dr. Harsh Vardhan.
Bi-luminescent security ink:
The ink appears white in normal light. But the ink glows in red and green
colours when illuminated by two different excitation sources at 254 nanometers
(nm) and 365 nm, respectively.
The ink was prepared in a batch of 1kg and given to Bank Note Press
(BNP), Dewas, Madhya Pradesh. BNP is a unit of Security Printing Minting
Corporation of India Ltd. (SPMCIL), New Delhi.
The ink is comparable to the standards that are currently in use.
The chemical elements of the ink have been thermally treated to ensure the
pigments stick to each other at the production level.
The powder is finally mixed with polyvinyl chloride (PVC) to obtain the shiny
safety ink.
The special safety ink can be used to check the authenticity of passports,
Government documents, tamper-evident labels, identity cards, etc.

NAIs exhibition on Jallianwala Bagh was inaugurated by Shri P.L. Sahu
National Archives of India's (NAI) exhibition on Jallianwala Bagh was
inaugurated by the Joint Secretary of Ministry of Culture Shri P.L. Sahu during
the 130th Foundation Day of NAI at the premises of National Archives, New
Delhi on 11 March. NAI's exhibition will remain open for public viewing until 30
April 2020.
Exhibition highlights:
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The exhibition is primarily presented with the help of original and digital copies
of archival documents that are related to the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre available
in the National Archives of India.
The move by NAI is an earnest attempt to portray the relentless struggle of the
Indian people against the British tyranny through the record holdings.
Based on the original documents, the exhibition commemorated the centenary of
the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre that covered a period from 1915-50.
Jallianwala Bagh massacre:
The Jallianwala Bagh massacre or the Amritsar massacre, took place on 13 April
1919 when troops of the British Indian Army under the command of Colonel
Reginald Dyer fired rifles into a crowd of Indians, who had gathered in Jallianwala
Bagh, Amritsar, Punjab.
The civilians had assembled for a peaceful protest to condemn the arrest and
deportation of two national leaders, Satya Pal, Saifuddin Kitchlew and the Rowlatt
Act. General Dyer took a strike force of 50 rifles and 40 khukri-wielding Gurkhas
into the enclosed ground, Jallianwala Bagh. Without warning, he ordered open fire
on the crowd that resulted in the death of several hundreds of people, and many
were wounded.

NCRB launched Crime Multi-Agency Centre and National Cybercrime
Training Centre
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) launched Crime Multi-Agency
Centre (Cri-MAC) and National Cybercrime Training Centre (NCTC) on 12
March during the celebration of its 35th Inception Day. It was launched by Union
Minister of State for Home Shri Nityanand Rai.
Highlights:
Medals were given to officers for meritorious service and other awards.
Cri-MAC was launched for sharing of information on crime and other issues
related to inter-state coordination.
Also, NCTC was launched for professional quality e-Learning services on
cybercrime investigation on a large scale to police officers, judges, prosecutors, and
other stakeholders.
NCRB:
NCRB was established on 11 March 1986. It is headquartered in New Delhi. The

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 9 - March 15, 2020)

current Director of NCRB is Ramphal Pawar. National Crime Records Bureau
functions under the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). The Bureau collects and
analyzes crime data as defined by Special and Local Laws (SLL) and Indian Penal
Code (IPC). Under the Crime and Criminal Tracking Network & Systems
(CCTNS) project, NCRB networks 15,993 Police Stations and 8,208 higher Police
offices across the country. CCTNS holds a huge database that will help
investigators in solving crime cases faster. NCRB system generates alerts on the
matching of recovered and stolen vehicles based on the national database of
CCTNS. Recently, NCRB collaborated with Cyber Peace Foundation and
organized CCTNS Hackathon & Cyber Challenge 2020 to encourage police,
industry, and academia.

Anganwadi Workers were given Smart Phone for ICDS-CAS
Anganwadi Workers are provided with Smart Phone through States
for Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS)-Common Application
Software (CAS) developed under POSHAN Abhiyaan. Union Women and Child
Development Minister Smriti Zubin Irani announced the information.
Smart Phone for Anganwadi Workers:
The aim of distributing Smart Phone will enable efficient service delivery and
efficient monitoring.
POSHAN Abhiyaan aims to provide Smart Phone-based mobile Application to all
Anganwadi Centres across 36 States/UTs.
As of 29 February 2020, more than 6.25 lakh Anganwadi Workers across 28
States/UTs are using the application for service delivery.
Due to the delay in the procurement of smartphones by the States, some states have
not yet provided the smartphones to the Anganwadi Workers.

Centre to distribute fortified rice through PDS to curb malnutrition
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Department of
Food & Public Distribution has approved the Centrally Sponsored Pilot Scheme on
"Fortification of Rice and its Distribution under Public Distribution System (PDS)"
for a period of three years beginning from 2019-20.
Fortification of Rice and its Distribution under PDS Scheme:
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The Fortification of Rice and its Distribution under the PDS Scheme aims to curb
malnutrition in the country.
The total budget outlay of the Fortification of Rice and its Distribution under PDS
scheme is Rs.174.64 Crore.
The Pilot Scheme is funded by the Government of India in the ratio of 90:10 in
respect of North Eastern, Hilly, and Island States and 75:25 for the rest of the
States.
The Pilot Scheme focuses on 15 districts per State.
The States/UTs should identify the districts for implementation of the Pilot
Scheme. The States/UTs were requested to operationalize the blending of fortified
rice at the milling stage and start its distribution through the Public Distribution
System (PDS) as early as possible.
Currently, 15 States namely Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Odisha, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Assam, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Punjab,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Uttarakhand, and Madhya Pradesh have consented for
implementation of the Pilot Scheme.
Also, Maharashtra and Gujarat have already started to distribute the fortified
rice under PDS in the Pilot Scheme from February 2020.

Maharashtra approved renaming Mumbai Central Terminus station as Nana
Shankarseth Terminus Station
The Maharashtra state cabinet government approved the renaming Mumbai
Central Terminus station as Nana Shankarseth Terminus Station or Jagannath
Sunkersett. The proposal will be sent to the Ministry of Railways for its approval.
The proposal was initiated by the transport ministry headed by Anil Parab.
Jagannath Sunkersett:
Jagannath Sunkersett was born on 10 February 1803 in Mumbai. He was a very
reliable businessman. He was one of the first directors of India's first railway
company. Along with Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, Sunkersett founded the Indian
Railway Association in 1845. Sunkersett and Jamsetjee were the two Indians
among the ten directors of the Great Indian Peninsula (GIP) railways. He
founded the Bombay Association, the first political organization in Bombay
Presidency, on 26 August 1852. The philanthropist and educationist died on 31 July
1865.
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GoI might approve license for persons with Colour blindness
Government is planning to approve licence for the persons with Colour
blindness. People with a mild or moderate colour vision deficiency may get to
drive commercial vehicles too.
AIIMS Study:
Ministry of road transport is to prepare draft norms after a panel of
ophthalmologists from AIIMS gave its recommendations on this issue.
For this purpose, the Ministry had referred the case to AIIMS to seek its view
after receiving it.
The AIIMS panel stated that the European Union had dropped the provision of
colour blindness to obtain a driving licence while in the US, licences are not
issued to such persons for driving commercial vehicles.
Colour blindness:
Colour blindness or colour vision deficiency is the inability or decreased ability to
perceive colour differences under normal light conditions. By debarring people
with colour blindness impacts around 3% population. In India, the prevalence of
congenital colour blindness is about 8% in males and 0.5% in females.

India Post launched free digital parcel locker service
The Department of Posts has introduced a free digital parcel locker service in
the city from 11 March for the first time in India. The Chief Post Master General,
West Bengal Circle, Gautam Bhattacharya, inaugurated the service from the
Nabadiganta IT Post Office.
Free digital parcel locker:
Free digital parcel locker facility will be available in two post offices in Kolkata,
one in the Nabadiganta IT Post Office in Sector 5 of Salt Lake City and two
another in New Town.
The locker will enable customers to collect their consignment from specified post
offices at their convenience.
The facility is popular in European countries. It will be limited to consignments
received through registered post or speed post.
This facility will be given for the working people who cannot receive parcels
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because they have no one at home to receive consignments during office hours
Specific locker number will be given to a customer, where India Post will drop
the parcel. The consignments will be dropped into the digital parcel locker, and an
SMS will be issued along with an OTP number to the customer concerned.
The consignment will remain accessible to customers for seven days during which
they can collect the parcel at any time of the day.

India offered 600 tonnes of rice to flood victims of Madagascar
India offered 600 tonnes of rice to flood victims of Madagascar. Indian Naval
Ship (INS) Shardul brought the relief material and arrived at Port Antsiranana in
Madagascar. This is The second delivery of relief materials was handed over by
Ambassador Abhay Kumar to Madagascar Foreign Minister Tehindrazanarivelo
Djacoba Liva. The rice is to be distributed to the people who are affected by
cyclone Diane that hit Madagascar coast in the month of January 2020.
Madagascar:
President: Andry Rajoelina
Prime Minister: Christian Ntsay
Currency: Malagasy ariary (MGA)
Capital: Antananarivo
Official: Malagasy, French

Centre approves 4 percent hike in DA to 21 percent
The Union Cabinet approved a 4% hike in Dearness Allowance (DA) to 21%
for 48 lakh government employees and 65 lakh pensioners. The announcement
was made by the Union I&B Minister Prakash Javadekar. The government will
incur Rs.14,595 crore additional expenses due to the hike.
Dearness Allowance:
DA is provided by the government to its employees as the impact of the rising cost
of living. Inflation or therate of increase in prices reduces the buying power of
money.
For instance, if the annual inflation is 5%, it means that the commodity would
cost Rs.100 in the first year, Rs.105 in the second. If the employee has a salary that
allows her to spend Rs.100 on that commodity, she will be able to buy that
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commodity in the first year.
GoI calculates DA by using the All India Consumer Price Index-based inflation
rate as a broad marker. In case of greater effectiveness, the DA is revised twice a
year.

Assam to construct 33 stadiums under Uttran scheme
The Assam government has announced that it is to construct 33 stadiums in the
state under the Uttaran scheme. It was announced by the Principal Secretary of
Sports Avinash Joshi and Joint Director Kamaljit Talukdar.
Highlights:
A total sum of Rs.300 crore will be spent to build the stadiums across the state.
Also, 500 playgrounds will be developed at the state to encourage rural talents.
The state of the art sports facilities are being set up in Assam.
Rs.50,000 will be given to 1000 players and 2500 clubs to get a grant of
Rs.75,000.

GoI brought masks, hand sanitizers under Essential Commodities Act
Government of India brings masks and hand sanitizers under the Essential
Commodities Act. Under the act, 2 ply & 3 ply surgical masks, N95 masks, and
hand sanitizer has been declared as Essential Commodities up to 30 June 2020 by
amending the Schedule of the Essential Commodities (EC) Act, 1955. The moves
come as a measure of COVID-19 (CoronaVirus) and concern of the logistics for
COVID-19 management.
Provision of EC Act:
States/UT can discuss with the manufacturers and can ask them to enhance the
production capacity of these items to make the supply chain smooth.
Also, under the Legal Metrology Act, the States/UT can ensure the sale of both
the items at MRP.
Under the EC Act, powers of the Central Government have been delegated to the
States. The states can now take action against the offenders under the EC Act and
Prevention of Black Marketing and Maintenance of Supplies of Essential
Commodities Act, 1980 (PBMMSEC Act).
It will enhance the availability of both the items to the general people at reasonable
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prices or under the maximum retail price (MRP).

Cabinet approved removal of ambiguities in the Modified NPS-III
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi gave its approval to the proposal of the Department of
Fertilizers to remove ambiguities in the Modified New Pricing Scheme-III (NPSIII) for determination of fixed costs for the urea units.
Benefits:
The approval will facilitate the smooth implementation, which will result in the
grant of an additional fixed cost of Rs.350/MT to 30 urea manufacturing units.
The implementation of the Modified NPS-III will result in gains to existing urea
units to the extent of their actual increase in fixed cost with ceilings, as mentioned
in the proposal, which will ensure that no unit is benefited unduly.
It will also facilitate the continued operations of the urea units resulting in a
sustained and regular supply of urea to the farmers.
The approval will also grant the special compensation of Rs.150/MT to urea units
and converted to gas, which will incentivize these units to remain viable for
sustained production.
The measures will ensure maximum domestic production of urea and will reduce
import dependency.
Background:
Earlier, on 2 April 2014, Modified NPS-III was notified. But, it was not
implemented due to the ambiguous language of the notification.

Minister Amit Shah presided over the flag-in ceremony of the Ganga
Aamantran Abhiyan
A Flag-in ceremony of the Ganga Aamantran Abhiyan was organized by
the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) in New Delhi on 13 March
2020. It was chaired by the Union Minister for Home Affairs Shri Amit Shah. It
focused on implementing various approaches and acting decisively in the direction
to revive and rejuvenate Ganga.
Ganga Aamantran Abhiyan is a massive river rafting expedition. The campaign
was launched on 10 October 2019.
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Measures to revive Ganga:
In order to revive and rejuvenate Ganga, GoI has allocated Rs.20,000 crore
since 2014.
Government of India and the respective State governments together are
implementing over 300 projects in the Ganga basin under Namami Gange for
Ganga rejuvenation and Swachhata Abhiyan. So far, 116 projects have been
completed.
Apart from this, Rs.30,700 crores have been allocated for Jal Shakti Ministry in
General Budget 2020-21.

Minister Mansukh Mandaviya to inaugurate 5 projects completed under
JNPT
The Minister of State (I/C) for Shipping and Chemical & Fertilizers Shri Mansukh
Mandaviya is to inaugurate five projects completed under Jawaharlal Nehru
Port Trust (JNPT) at JNPT, Mumbai on 14 March. The projects include Flyover
at Y junction near PUB at JNPT, Scanning X-Ray, Augmentation of 220/33KV
Master Unit Sub Station, Centralised Parking Plaza, and Shiva Samarth Smarak
Museum.
Jawaharlal Nehru Port (JNPT):
Location: Navi Mumbai, Maharashtra
Operated by: Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust
Owned by: Government of India
JNPT is also known as Nhava Sheva. It was established on 26 May 1989. It is
India's largest container port. The port access Arabian Sea via Thane Creek.

BhoomiRashi portal significantly expedites error-free land acquisition for
National Highways
GoI reported that the BhoomiRashi portal ofthe Ministry of Road Transport &
Highways (M/oRTH) has significantly expedited error-free and transparent land
acquisition for National Highways (NH).
BhoomiRashi portal:
BhoomiRashi portal, a major e-Governance initiative, was launched on 1 April
2018.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 9 - March 15, 2020)

The portal is used by the Central/State government directly to acquire land under
their relevant legal provisions.
Under the portal, nearly 37078 hectares of land have been notified by the National
Highways Authority of India as compared to 33005 hectares notified between
2014-15 to 2017-18. Around 4,16,000 number of persons have visited the portal so
far.
It was integrated with the Public Financial Management System (PFMS) for
depositing the compensation in the account of affected/ interested persons on a realtime basis.

ARCI developed a cost-effective solar receiver tube technology for heat
applications
Scientists from the International Advanced Research Centre for Powder
Metallurgy and New Materials (ARCI), Hyderabad developed a cost-effective
solar receiver tube technology for industrial process heat applications.
Highlights:
Solar receiver tube technology is used in Concentrating Solar Thermal (CST).
The receiver tube technology absorbs solar radiation and converts it into heat for
the targeted applications, especially in industries. It also exhibits high corrosion
resistance suitable for Indian weather conditions.
It provides a viable solution to meet the demands on industrial process heat (250C)
of a majority of industrial processes.
The receiver tube achieved around 93% absorptance and around 14%
emittance along with good thermal stability and high corrosion resistance. The
absorber coating has been successfully validated for heat gain and heat loss studies
in a testing facility established at ARCI.
The government has also signed MoU with M/s. Greenera Energy India Private
Limited for technology transfer. It plans to mass-produce the solar receiver tube
for wider market absorption.

Centre established a new In vivo Evaluation facility at SCTIMST
Centre has established a new 'In vivo Evaluation facility' at Sree Chitra Tirunal
Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology (SCTIMST), Trivandrum. The
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facility will test medical devices on animals. It was inaugurated by Dr. V.K.
Saraswath, President, SCTIMST 12 March 2020.
Highlights:
The In vivo Evaluation Facility will augment the exiting efforts for indigenous
development of medical devices in India through supporting in-house
development.
It will provide additional capacity to the Indian medical device industry and
academia for their medical device development process.
The facility can house large experimental animals having a capacity to house 40
adult pigs and 70 adult sheep in compliance with the recommendations and
requirements of the regulatory agency.
Minor medical procedures and acute pre and post-operative management of
experimental animals can be done in the facility.
The entire facility is pest and rodent-proof.
It has an efficient system for managing the animal waste and effluent treatment
facility to ensure the least impact on the environment.
Sree Chitra Thirunal Institute of Medical Science and Technology
(SCTIMST):
SCTIMST is an autonomous institute of GoI established in 1976. It functions under
the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Ministry of Science &
Technology. It is located in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India. It is one of the
premier research Institutes and centers in India.

Census India 2021 has been decided to be conducted in two phases
The Census India 2021 has been decided to be conducted in two phases. Indian
census is the largest single source of a range of statistical data on different
characteristics of the people of the country. The reliable and time-tested exercise
has resulted in the comprehensive collection of data that is related to the people of
India every 10 years.
Census 2021:
The Census India 2021 will be conducted in two phases, namely house listing and
House Census and Population Enumeration.
The first phase will begin from 1 April 2020. Census will continue until 30
September 2020.
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The second phase is Population Enumeration, which will be conducted from 9
February to 28 February 2021 throughout the country simultaneously.

Cabinet approved construction of 780 Km of green highways in four states
Union Cabinet approved a proposal for the construction of 780 kilometer of
green highways on 13 March 2020. It was announced by the Union Minister
Prakash Javadekar.
Highlights:
The project aims to rehabilitate and upgrade various National Highways in four
states, namely Andhra Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Uttar
Pradesh.
A total sum of Rs.7,660 crore has been allotted for the purpose.

Cabinet approved Minimum Support Price for Copra for 2020 season
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) led by PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi approved for the Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) for copra for
2020 season. The approval was recommended by the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP).
Benefits:
The MSP for Fair Average Quality (FAQ) of milling copra is increased to Rs.
9,960 per quintal for 2020 season from Rs.9,521 per quintal in 2019.
The MSP for ball copra is increased to Rs.10,300 per quintal for 2020 season
from Rs.9,920 per quintal in 2019.
It will accrue a benefit of Rs.439 per quintal in the milling copra and Rs.380
increase in the Ball Copra.
It ensures a return of 50% for milling copra and 55% for ball copra over the all
India weighted average cost of production.
It assures a minimum of 50% as a margin of profit. The move focuses on achieving
PM's vision of doubling of farmers' incomes by 2022.
The National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India
Limited (NAFED) and National Cooperative Consumer Federation of India
Limited (NCCF) will continue to act as Central Nodal Agencies to undertake price
support operations at the MSP in the coconut growing states.
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Note: India is number one in the production and productivity of Copra in the
World.

HIL India Limited launched Customer Payment Portal
HIL (India) Limited, in association with Union Bank of India,
launched "Customer Payment Portal" in New Delhi. It was launched by Dr. S.P.
Mohanty, Chairman, and Managing Director, Shri. Anjan Banerjee, Director
Finance) of HIL (India) Limited; and Shri R. K. Jaglan, Head, Government
Business Department, Shri G. K. Sudhakar Rao, Regional Head Delhi South of
Union Bank of India.
Customer Payment Portal:
The portal collects the payment from its customers of HIL through various online
modes for faster and smoother collection of dues.
It will help the customers to pay their dues in a quick and convenient manner by
any Debit Card, Credit Card, Net Banking, UPI, or online wallets from their
homes or offices.
The new initiative will provide a one-step platform facilitating online
payment, data maintenance, customized MIS report, and seamless reconciliation of
financial records.

GoI hiked Excise duty on petrol and diesel by Rs.3 per litre
Government hiked the Excise duty on petrol and diesel by Rs.3 per litre on 14
March. The move is due to the fall in international oil prices.
Hike on Petrol & Diesel:
Special excise duty on petrol was hiked by Rs.2 to Rs.8 per litre incase of petrol
and to Rs.4 per litre incase of diesel.
Government has also raised the road cess on petrol by Rs.1 per litre each on
petrol and diesel to Rs.10 per litre.
The increase in excise duty would result in a hike in petrol and diesel prices, but
most of it is expected to be adjusted against the fall in rates that would have
necessitated because of a slump in international oil prices.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
London patient becomes the second person to be ever cured of HIV
The journal The Lancet HIV reported that Adam Castillejo, London, has become
the second person to be ever cured of HIV. He was previously known as "London
patient." The 40-year-old was first diagnosed with HIV in 2003. He underwent a
special bone-marrow transplant. After that, he had been free from HIV for 18
months. After 12 months, now, he indeed represent a cure.
The first patient to be cured of HIV is Timothy Brown. He is also known as the
Berlin patient. He received a similar bone-marrow transplant in 2007. He has been
HIV-free for more than 10 years now.
Stem cells transplants:
The stem cells used for the transplants (of both Adam Castillejo and Timothy
Brown) was from a donor who had a relatively rare genetic mutation that confers
resistance to HIV. The researchers stated that bone-marrow transplant would not
work as a standard therapy for all patients with HIV.
A stem cell (or bone marrow) transplant is a procedure that will replace
defective or damaged cells in patients whose normal blood cells have been affected.

ARI developed ARI-516, a hybrid variety of grapes
Scientists from the Agharkar Research Institute (ARI) have developed a hybrid
variety of grapes, ARI-516. It is resistant to fungal diseases, high yielding, and
has excellent juice quality.
Highlights:
ARI-516 was developed by interbreeding of two species from the same genus
Catawba variety of Vitis labrusca and Beauty seedless variety of Vitis vinifera.
The hybrid suitable for the preparation of juice, raisin, jam, and red wine, and
farmers are enthusiastically adopting the variety.
It is expected that the hybrid can benefit farmers, the processing industry, and
consumers.
The grape has superior quality fruits and higher yield per unit area. It matures in
110-120 days after pruning.
ARI-516 grape variety has been recently identified for release by the Varietal

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 9 - March 15, 2020)

Identification Committee of ICAR-All India Co-ordinated Research Project on
Fruit, for cultivation states like Maharashtra, Punjab, Telangana, and Tamil
Nadu.

Eleventh Bengaluru INDIA Nano conference and exhibition held at Bengaluru
Eleventh Bengaluru INDIA Nano conference and exhibition showcased
technologies and products developed by academia and companies in
nanotechnology.
Organized by:
The three-day event was organized by the Department of Science and
Technology (DST), Government of Karnataka, and Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for
Advanced Scientific Research (JNCASR), in association with other Govt
Institutions and corporate companies.
Highlights:
Research work to tackle infections related to antimicrobial resistance, eco-friendly
batteries, and tools on nanotechnology, which was developed for agriculture were
showcased by JNCASR at the exhibition.
A set of Zn-air eco-friendly batteries were also displayed.
Rhino Lure and Rhyncho Lure, eco-friendly, cost-effective, and residual free
control strategy tools to monitor and manage Rhinoceros Beetle and Red Plam
Weevil pests and protect crops like coconut, date palm, oil palm, and arecanut were
exhibited.

IISc researchers develop a method to rapidly detect disease-causing bacteria
Researchers at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) have developed a new
method to rapidly identify and check whether a disease-causing bacterium is
alive or dead. The uniqueness of the method is the rapidity and sensitivity of the
method.
New Method Highlights:
The new method uses Raman spectroscopy to recognize bacteria and check for
their viability, or their state of being alive. The Raman spectroscopy technique is
usually used to identify chemical bonds in materials.
The method can be potentially modified into a bed-side, table-top device for
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diagnosis.
Quick detection of the disease-causing agent or pathogen and checking for
whether it is alive or not in the patient samples are vital to treating infectious
diseases. By identifying the pathogen's viability, the physicians generally decide
the dose of antibiotics to be prescribed and reduces the possibility of
overprescription that can lead to antibiotic resistance.

WHO declared COVID-19 a pandemic
The World Health Organization (WHO) declared the novel
coronavirus, COVID-19, a "pandemic"on 11 March. The infectious disease has
spread freely in more than 100 countries around the world.
In January, WHO declared the COVID-19 outbreak as a "global health
emergency."WHO's highest level of alarm reserves for the most sudden, serious,
unexpected outbreaks that cross international borders and might require a
coordinated response between countries.
Pandemic-Definition:
According to WHO, a new disease that is spread worldwide and the
determination is made based on the geographic spread of a disease, the severity of
illnesses it causes, and its effects on society are defined as "pandemic."
COVID-19:
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, is suspected of having spread from
an animal host to humans in Wuhan, China. Initially, most cases were seen within
China and among people who had traveled there, and the travelers' close contacts.
The contagious has quickly spread globally. The novel coronavirus that emerged in
China in 2019 has sickened more than 121,000 people and killed over 4,300. The
COVID-19 illness caused by the virus has spread to more than 100 countries
around the globe.

GOKADDAL-worlds first Digital Solutions Exchange cloud launched in India
The world's first Digital Solutions Exchange in the cloud "GOKADDAL" has
been launched in India. GOKADDAL will revolutionize the way digital solutions
are sourced, delivered, and managed.
GOKADDAL:
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The cloud-based platform is created to help the customers realize their digital
transformation vision by bringing them the right solutions with the right tools and
right providers.
www.gokaddal.com is a marketplace and cloud delivery platform. The platform
focus on Automation, Artificial Intelligence, Analytics, and Augmentative
Technologies.
GOKADDAL will create a new and significant revenue base for the solution
providers.
GOKADDAL provides features including Solution search, compare, use
EOI/Bidding process to select the right solution in the right budget.
For customers, it offers access to customer queries, EOI/bids, offer special
offerings, and participate in solution events to showcase its capabilities.

ARI studies methane-oxidizing bacteria for methane mitigation
Scientists at Agharkar Research Institute (ARI), Pune have isolated 45 different
strains of methanotrophic bacteria. These bacteria have been found to be capable
of reducing methane emissions from rice plants.
Methanotrophic bacteria:
Methanotrophic bacteria metabolize and convert methane into carbon-di-oxide
(CO2).
Methanotrophs can effectively reduce the emission of methane.
In rice fields, the bacteria are active near the roots or soil-water interfaces.
ARI Scientist has enriched, isolated, and cultivated the 45 different strains of
methanotrophs and created the first indigenous methanotroph culture.
They have also isolated indigenous methanotrophs from Western and Southern
India, mainly from rice field soils and freshwater mud. They have documented two
novel genera and six novel species of methanotrophs from rice fields in Western
India.
Some of the bacteria strains were used as bio-inoculants in rice plants during the
pot trials.
During the trial, the scientist found a decrease in methane emissions in inoculated
plants with a positive or neutral effect on the growth of the rice. It is expected that
it could lead to the development of microbial inoculants for methane mitigation in
rice.
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Rice fields contribute to nearly 10% of global methane emissions.
Note:
The second most important greenhouse gas (GHG) is Methane. It is 26 times
more potent as compared to carbon-di-oxide.

Google launched a tool to help developers make websites more color blind
friendly
Google launched a new Chrome tool that will allow developers to tune their
websites for visual impairments like color blindness to help them fix accessibility
issues on their sites.
Highlights:
The developers can use this feature by launching Google Chrome.
The developers can head to the browser's Developer tools. Choose More tools,
then select Rendering and Emulate visual deficiencies.
The emulate vision deficiencies features a drop-down menu of vision limitations.
The developer should select one from the menu, such as tritanopia (a condition
where a person cannot distinguish the colors blue and yellow).
It would allow developers to mimic the condition, changing the colors of their site
so they can see if it's difficult to read without those specific colors.
Google's new developer tools follow the release of Firefox's visual disability dev
tools.
Background:
According to the Colour Blind Awareness report, about 300 million people around
the world, or 8% of all men and 0.5% of all women, are impacted by color
blindness.

Astronomers found Iron raining exoplanet
Astronomers from Spain's Institute of Astrophysics of the Canary Islands (IAC)
has discovered an exoplanet WASP-76b where it "rains iron." The conditions of
the exoplanet was discovered by Echelle Spectrograph for Rocky Exoplanets
and Stable Spectroscopic Observations (ESPRESSO). The high-resolution
instrument is installed on the European Southern Observatory's Very Large
Telescope (VLT) in Chile.
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Exoplanet WASP-76b:
Exoplanet WASP-76b is located 360 million light-years away, toward the
constellation Pisces.
It has days when its temperatures exceed 2,400 degrees Celsius (4,352 degrees
Fahrenheit). The temperature is hot enough to evaporate metals.
At nights, with strong winds, cool down the iron vapor so that it condenses into
drops of Iron.
The planet always keeps the same face towards its star as it rotates around it.
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ENVIRONMENT
Worlds only female white Giraffe and calf killed by Poachers
Conservationist stated that Kenya's only female white Giraffe and her calf had
been killed by poachers. White giraffes are rare animals that aren't found anywhere
else in the world. Now, only one white Giraffe, a lone male borne by the same
slaughtered female, is alive.
White Giraffe:
White Giraffe is leucistic and not albino. The white Giraffe has a genetic
condition that inhibits pigmentation in skin cells. Due to leucism, they continue to
produce dark pigment in their soft tissue, giving them dark eyes.

Newly discovered treehopper species named after Lady Gaga
A newly discovered species of treehopper was named after the performer Lady
Gaga. The insect species has been named as Kaikaia Gaga. It was named
by Brendan Morris, a University of Illinois, a Ph.D. entomology student.
Kaikaia Gaga:
Kaikaia Gaga is a part of the family Membracidae. The species is around 40
million years old. K. gaga was found nearly 30 years ago in a tropical forest near
the Pacific coast of Nicaragua. The bugs are known for their bright coloring and
individuality in appearance. It sings to each other by vibrating plant stems.
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BILLS & ACTS
Maharashtra approves a bill on caste validity certificate
Maharashtra State Assembly approved a bill on caste validity certificate. The
Bill was unanimously passed by the Maharashtra state assembly on 11 March 2020.
Provision:
The Bill will allow gram panchayat members to submit their caste validity
certificates within a year of winning elections.
The Bill will ensure that the aspiring candidates are not barred from contesting the
elections if they do not have a caste validity certificate.
At present, the candidate will have to submit his/her caste validity certificate at the
time of filing of nominations. The social justice and rural development departments
were working on a comprehensive policy to expedite the process of providing the
validity certificate to those having caste certificates.

Parliament passed amendments to IBC Amendment Bill
Parliament passed the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill,
2020, on 12 March 2020. It was earlier passed in Lok Sabha on 6 March. The Bill
will now replace an ordinance passed in 2019.
Bill Provision:
The amendments will introduce a mechanism to incorporate viable changes in
the legislation.
The Bill will remove bottlenecks and streamline the corporate insolvency
resolution process.
It aims to provide protection to new owners of a loan defaulter company against
prosecution for misdeeds of previous owners.
The creditors can initiate an insolvency resolution process if a company defaults on
its payments.
It empowers the resolution professional to require suppliers to continue providing
goods and services.
The Bill provides that the company will not be liable for any offence committed
prior to the insolvency resolution process if there is a change in the management or
control of the company.
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Major Port Authorities Bill, 2020 introduced in Lok Sabha
The Major Port Authorities Bill, 2020, was introduced in the Lok Sabha on 12
March. The Bill was introduced by the Union Shipping Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya.
Major Port Authorities Bill, 2020:
The Bill will provide for the regulation, operation, and planning of major ports
in India and to provide greater autonomy and flexibility in decision-making.
The Bill is not aimed at the privatization of government ports. The number of
labour trustees will remain the same as earlier.
The Bill will provide the ports greater autonomy and flexibility to major ports in
decision-making as they have to compete with the private sector.
The Bill proposes to repeal the Major Port Trusts Act, 1963.

Government passed the 2020 Mineral Laws Amendment Bill
Parliament passed the Mineral Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2020, on 12 March. The
Bill will replace the ordinance passed for the amendment of the Mines & Mineral
(Development and Regulation) Act 1957 and the Coal Mines (Special
Provisions) Act, 2015. The Bill was already passed by Lok Sabha on 6 March
2020. The Bill was introduced by the Union Minister of Coal & Mines Sh. Pralhad
Joshi.
Mineral Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2020:
The Mineral Laws (Amendment) Bill will promote Ease of Doing Business and
take the coal & mining sector into a new level.
The Bill aims to transform the mining sector in India and boost coal production
and reducing dependence on imports.
As per the amendment, the companies which do not possess any prior coal mining
experience in India and/or have mining experience in other minerals or in other
countries can participate in an auction of coal/lignite blocks.
The law will increase participation in coal/lignite block auctions and facilitate the
implementation of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) policy in the coal sector.
It also allows prospecting licence-cum-mining lease (PL-cum-ML) for
coal/lignite. It increases the availability of coal and lignite blocks, and varying
grades of coal blocks in a wide geographical distribution will be available for
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allocation.
The amendment will augment the exploration of minerals of national interest and
the deep-seated minerals by allowing Non-Exclusive Reconnaissance Permit
(NERP) holders to apply for composite licence or Mining Lease (PL-cum-ML).

Parliament passed the Vivad Se Vishwas Bill for settlement of Direct Tax
disputes
Parliament passed the Vivad Se Vishwas Bill for settlement of Direct Tax
disputes on 13 March 2020. The Bill was introduced in Lok Sabha (the lower
house) by the Minister of Finance Nirmala Sitharaman on 5 February 2020. Lok
Sabha passed it on 4 March 2020.
Aim:
The Bill aims to extend the scope to cover litigation pending in various debt
recovery tribunals (DRTs). It will provide an opportunity to settle direct tax
disputes within the current financial year by waiving interest and penalty on their
pending taxes.
Bill Provision:
The Direct Tax Vivad Se Vishwas Bill provides a method for the resolution of
pending tax disputes that are related to income tax and corporation tax that involve
Rs.9.32 lakh crore.
It also defines an appellant as the income tax authority, or the person, or both,
whose appeal is pending before any appellate forum as on 31 January 2020.
It will cover tax disputes pending at the level of commissioner (appeals), Income
Tax Appellate Tribunals (ITAT), high courts (HCs), and the Supreme Court
(SC).
The taxpayers will take advantage of the Vivad Se Vishwas scheme to settle the
tax disputes before 31 March 2020, as 10% more will be charged for settlement of
disputes after that date.
Also, arrears relate to disputed interest or penalty only, then 25% of disputed
penalty or interest will be paid if the payment is made by 31 March 2020, beyond
which the same shall be enhanced to 30%.
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DEFENCE
HAL to set up its base in 4 countries
State-run aerospace major Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) is planning to set
up its logistics bases in four countries, namely Malaysia, Vietnam, Indonesia,
and Sri Lanka. The move is a part of HAL's initiatives to attract the countries to
buy India's light combat aircraft (LCA) Tejas and military helicopters.
Highlights:
The four countries use a number of Russian-origin military aircraft. The
serviceability of the choppers used by the countries is very poor.
The four countries were chosen because these countries use a lot of platforms that
are common to India.
HAL is currently focusing on boosting exports in line with GoI's priority that
has set the target of the defence export as $5 billion dollars in the next 5 years.
HAL has identified South East Asia, West Asia, and North Africa to sell key
platforms like attack helicopter Rudra, Tejas, and advanced light helicopter
Dhruv.
Background:
India has set an ambitious defence export target of $5 billion dollars in the next 5
years. GoI has asked all the key military manufacturers to work hard to achieve the
target. India is one of the largest arm and military platforms importers globally. The
government aims to promote defence significantly.
IAF & HAL:
The Indian Air Force (IAF) has earlier placed an order for 40 Tejas. It is also
expected that IAF and HAL are to sign a contract for another 83 aircraft at the cost
of around Rs.38,000 crore.

Exercise SAREX concluded at Goa
National level Search, and Rescue Exercise and Workshop (Exercise SAREX
2020) concluded in the sea at Vasco, Goa. The exercise was conducted by the
Indian Coast Guard (ICG). It was carried out on 5-7 March.
Highlights:
The SAREX exercise was inaugurated by Dr. Ajay Kumar, IAS, Secretary
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(Defence), Ministry of Defence (MoD).
The exercise witnessed the participation of 24 overseas observers from 19
countries.
Ministry of Shipping, Ministry of Civil Aviation, and Ministry of Defence took
part in the event.
The theme of the exercise was Harmonization of Maritime and Aeronautical
Search and Rescue code "HAMSAR."
International delegates, including 38 national observers and representatives of 7
commercial airlines, including two helicopter operators, participated in the
exercise.
The exercise tested the efficiency of operations and coordination of the
stakeholders involved in Search and Rescue in the Indian Search and Rescue
Region.
SAREX exercise:
SAREX is a biennial exercise that is conducted by the Indian Coast Guard under
the aegis of the National Maritime Search and Rescue Board (NMSARB). The
exercise has been conducted since 2003 under the Chairmanship of Director
General K Natarajan, ICG.

CISF celebrated 51st raising day on 10 March
Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) celebrated the 51st raising day on 10
March. The day was celebrated by CISF personnel and their families.
Highlights:
On the raising day, a parade was established by the CISF officials.
Service Personnel were awarded medals for distinguished and meritorious services.
PM laid a wreath at the Martyr's Memorial.
The day is celebrated to create awareness to cooperate with the CISF to maintain
peace and security in the country.
Central Industrial Security Force (CISF):
CISF was established on 10 March 1969. It is a Central Armed Police Force
(CAPF) in India. There are around 2,800 personnel in CISF. It functions under the
Ministry of Home Affairs. CISF is headquartered in New Delhi. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah is the Minister in charge of the force. The Director-General of
CISF is Rajesh Ranjan, IPS.
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CISF protects the country from some vital installations in the aerospace, nuclear,
government, and private sectors. It also plays a major role in Disaster
Management.

GoI approved industrial licenses to 15 companies to manufacture Bullet Proof
Jackets
Government-issued industrial licenses to 15 companies to manufacture Bullet
Proof Jackets (BPJs) on 11 March. The announcement was made by Minister of
Defence Rajnath Singh.
Highlights:
The 15 companies for manufacturing Bullet Proof Jackets have the production
capacity in the country of over 10 Lakh per annum to meet the domestic and
export requirement.
India exports Bullet Proof Jackets to 18 countries.
Earlier, Indian soldiers did not have bullet-proof jackets. At present, 1.86 lakh
soldiers are given BPJs.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
President Ram Nath Kovind conferred 2019 Nari Shakti Puraskar
President Ram Nath Kovind presented Nari Shakti Puraskar or Woman Power
Award for the year 2019 on International Women's Day, which is March 8, at a
special ceremony held in Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi. 15 eminent women were
awarded the Nari Shakti Puraskar 2019. The award recognized the significant
efforts of the women who rendered distinguished services towards the
emancipation of women, especially vulnerable and marginalized women.
Awardees:
The winners of the Nari Shakti Puraskar for the year 2019 are from various areas,
including agriculture, sports, handicrafts, afforestation and wildlife conservation,
Armed Forces, and education. The awardees are Padala Bhudevi, Bina Devi, Arifa
Jan, Chami Murmu, Nilza Wangmo, Rashmi Urdhwareshe, Sardarni Mann
Kaur, Kalavati Devi, Tashi, and Nungshi Malik, Kaushiki Chakroborty,
Bhageerathi Amma, Karthyayini Amma, Avani Chaturvedi, Bhawna Kanth,
Mohana Singh.
Nari Shakti Puraskar:
Nari Shakti Puraskar was initiated by the Ministry of Women and Child
Development. The award acknowledges the exceptional contribution made by
individuals and institutions. The award was first conferred in 1999. The Nari Shakti
Puraskar award carries a cash prize of Rs.1 lakh and a citation.
It celebrates women as game changers and catalyst of positive change in the
society. These outstanding women have contributed towards safeguarding women's
rights along with pushing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG). It recognizes women as equal partners in the advancement of society.

Minister Rajnath Singh conferred WTI Awards on 8 March
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh conferred the Fourth Edition of the Women
Transforming India Awards (WTI) on 8 March 2020, the International Women's
Day. The award ceremony was organized by NITI Aayog's Women
Entrepreneurship Platform. The awards recognized women from diverse fields,
including healthcare, education, and food tech, amongst other fields.
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Winner list:
WTI recognized 30 finalists, and 15 winners were awarded. The winners of the
award are:
Dr. Priyanka Mokshmar, Co-founder of Vaayu Home Appliance
Ramya Venkataraman, Founder of Centre for Teacher Accreditation (CENTA)
Shilpi Kapoor, Founder of BarrierBreak
Rinka Banerjee, Founder of Thinking Forks
Nidhi Pant, who combats the issue around waste and farmer living standard
through her Science for Society team
Anupriya Balikai, Founder of Spookfish Innovations
Kalpana Sankar, Founder of Hand in Hand
Khushboo Jain, Founder of ImpactGuru
Sneha Sundaram, Founder of Kutuki
Jayanti Pradhan, an agro-processor and farmer from Odisha
Jugnu Jain, Founder of CSO
Pratyusha Pareddy, Founder of NemoCare
Poonam Bir Kasturi, Founder of Daily Dump
Ruchi Jain, Founder of Taru Naturals
Sujata Sahu, Founder of 17000 ft Foundation
Dr. Praveen Nair, Founder Trustee of Salaam Baalak Trust, was awarded a
Special Jury Award.
About WTI Awards:
WTI Awards was initiated in the year 2018. It is awarded under the support of the
Women Entrepreneurship Platform. The theme for the year is "Women and
Entrepreneurship." The Platform identifies inspiring stories of successful women
entrepreneurs. It processes a review of applications, jury, and super jury rounds
with assistance from mentors and partners of the Women Entrepreneurship
Platform.
Women Entrepreneurship Platform:
The Women Entrepreneurship Platform was initiated in 2017 and
formally launched on 8 March 2018. It brings together stakeholders to transform
the entrepreneurial ecosystem for women. The Women Entrepreneurship Platform
was formulated on three pillars, namely Karma Shakti, Gyan Shakti, and Iccha
Shakti. The Platform provides incubator support, mentorship, funding avenues,
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compliance and taxation support, and peer learning. The program was initiated with
30 partners. Presently, there are over 14,000 registered users in the Women
Entrepreneurship Platform.

CRPF instituted Shakti Award
The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) has instituted a special 'Shakti
Award.' It will be annually presented to chosen personnel who works for the
empowerment of women.
Shakti Award:
The award was announced on International Women's Day on 8 March. The
award will be conferred every year on 19 March, the CRPF Raising Day.
Women who work for creating women-friendly infrastructure, better work
environment, ease of living with safety, addressing women-specific issues, and
related innovation and initiatives will be awarded.
The award will carry a reward of Rs.1 lakh, a citation, and a trophy.
The award aims to recognize the best practices and efforts made towards women
empowerment and gender equality in the force.
It aims to motivate CRPF personnel to do better and innovate in the field.
CRPF has raised the world's first all-women battalion with a strength of over 1,000
personnel in 1986. Currently, there are six such battalions.

Rajesh Chaplot honoured with Ugandas Highest Civilian Award
Rajesh Chaplot, a distinguished Non-Resident Indian (NRI) businessman, was
honoured with the Highest Civilian Award "Golden Jubilee Medal-Civilians"
of Uganda. The award was conferred by the President of Uganda, Yoweri
Museveni, in a ceremony in Kampala. Chaplot was awarded for his excellence in
the field of Business and Commerce, Social Service and for fostering better
India-Uganda ties.
Rajesh Chaplot:
Chaplot is from Udaipur in Rajasthan. He has also received Pravasi Bharatiya
Samman, which is the highest award for overseas Indians. It was conferred
by President Ramnath Kovind in Varanasi 2019. He received his degree from
The Institute of Charted Accountants of India, New Delhi. Chaplot migrated to
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Africa in 1996. He is presently spearheading several companies and business
associations in Uganda and Congo in different roles like Managing Director,
CEO, Director, and Board Member. He also served as the Chairman of the
Indian Association of Uganda, Secretary-General of Indian Business Forum
Uganda, and the Board Member, Uganda Manufacturers Association.
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SPORTS
PV Sindhu was awarded the 2019 BBC Indian Sportswoman of the Year
Top Indian shuttler PV Sindhu won the BBC Indian Sportswoman of the Year
2019. The award ceremony was hosted by BBC Director-General Tony
Hall. Also, Veteran athlete PT Usha was awarded the Lifetime Achievement
Award. She was awarded for her contribution to Indian sports and for inspiring
generations of players.
PV Sindhu:
PV Sindhu became the first Indian to win the BWF World Championships in the
year 2019. She has secured five world championship medals. She is the first Indian
singles badminton player to win an Olympic silver medal.
She competed with four other strong nominees, namely Mary Kom (boxing),
Vinesh Phogat (wrestling), Dutee Chand (athletics), and Manasi Joshi (parabadminton).

Mahim Verma is to resign as BCCI vice president
The current Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) vice president
Mahim Verma is to resign from his post. The announcement comes after his win
in the election for the post of secretary at the Cricket Association of Uttarakhand
(CAU).
Mr. Verma was appointed as BCCI's vice president in 2019. He filed his
nominations for the elections at the Uttarakhand state association on 28 February.
He vowed to improve the cricketing infrastructure in the state as he was elected as
the secretary of the CAU.
The Indian cricket board will hold a fresh election for the post of vice president
in 45 days after Verma officially resigns. Rajiv Shukla, the former IPL chairman,
has been nominated for the post.
Cricket Association of Uttarakhand (CAU):
Founded on: 2000
Headquarters: Raipur, Chhattisgarh
Founding President of CAU: Hira Singh Bisht
President: Jot Singh Gunsola
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CAU is the governing authority of the cricket activities in Uttarakhand. In 2019,
CAU was affiliated with the BCCI.

Amit Panghal, Lovlina Borgohain won bronze medal in the Asian Boxing
Olympic qualifiers
Boxers Amit Panghal and Lovlina Borgohain won the bronze medal in the Asian
Boxing Olympic qualifiers held in Amman, Jordan. Both the boxers had already
claimed their place in the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.
Borgohain secured 0-5 and lost to China's Hong Gu in the 69kg weight category.
Pangal was defeated by China's Jianguan Hu in the 52 kg category.
Other winners:
In a total of five Indian boxers, namely Vikas Krishan in 69kg category, Lovlina
Borgohain in 69kg category, Pooja Rani in 75kg category, Ashish Kumar in
75kg category and Satish Kumar in +91kg category, secured their seats at the
Olympics.
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Qualification Tournaments:
Five qualification series of Tokyo 2020 Olympic Qualification Tournaments are
conducted across all continents and 286 Olympic spots. The qualification series is
hosted at Dakar, Amman, London, Buenos Aires, and Paris.

Tiger Woods to be inducted into the World Golf Hall of fame
Tiger Woods is to be inducted into the World Golf Hall of fame in its class of
2021. He will be eligible for the Hall of Fame in December 2020, once the age of
entry was lowered from 50 to 45. Woods has won 15 majors and a joint record 82
times on the PGA Tour. The 44-year-old won the Masters at Augusta in April 2019
for his 15th major.
Tiger Woods:
Eldrick Tont Woods, nicknamed as Tiger, is a USA's professional golf player. He
ranks second in both major championships and the Professional Golfers'
Association of America (PGA). He holds numerous records in golf and is
considered one of the greatest golfers of all time.
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OBITUARY
Yanagundi Matha Manikeshwari passed away on 8 March
Yanagundi Matha Manikeshwari passed away at Yanagundi of Kalaburagi
district, Karnataka, on 8 March. She died due to prolonged illness. She was 87
years old. Matha Manikeshwari had millions of devotees in various states,
including Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Maharashtra.
Sri Matha Manikeshwari:
Sri Matha Manikeshwari was born to Buggappa and Ashamma at Mallabad village,
Kalaburagi district, Karnataka, on 27 July 1934. She was involved in spiritual life
deeply and did not show any interest in married life. She started practising yoga
and dhyana and said prayers to Sri Mallikarjun Swamy of Srisailam. She lived
in a cave on top of the hillock at Yanagundi. She has established a total of 108
ashramas in Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana.

Bengali actor Santu Mukhopadhyay passed away
Veteran Bengali actor Santu Mukhopadhyay passed away on 11 March at South
Kolkata. He was 69 years old. He died due to prolonged ailments. He was known
for his works in films such as Sansar Simante and Bhalobasa Bhalobasa. He had
been suffering from carcinoma and was admitted to a hospital with blood sugar and
hypertension.
Santu Mukhopadhyay:
Santu Mukhopadhyay was born in Kolkata in 1951. He became popular when he
was in the early 20s with films like Sansar Simante and Raja by Tarun Majumder
and Tapan Sinha, respectively. He became famous for films like Ganadevata and
Byapika Biday. His other memorable works include Bhalobasa Bhalobasa,
Hemanter Pakhi, Dadamoni and Baikunther Will.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
CSW64 of UN adopted political declaration on womens rights
The UN's 64th session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW64)
was held on 9 March 2020 in New York, US. During the meeting, the United
Nations adopted a stripped-down political declaration on women's rights. The
declaration sought to preserve gains under threat but does not advocate new ways to
ensure progress toward equality.
Highlights:
CSW64 is the United Nations' largest gathering on gender equality and women's
rights.
It aims to build consensus and commitment to policy actions on this issue.
The adopted declaration will be in line with the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action of 1995, which sought to promote women's emancipation and
advancement around the world.
The declaration expressed the UN's concern that overall, progress has not been fast
or deep enough, that in some areas progress has been uneven, and that major gaps
remain.
The session pledged to fight against human trafficking and modern slavery and
other forms of exploitation. It also ensures just treatment and provide support
services for all women victims of violence.

Indo-Thai workshop on stellar variability and star formation was held at
ARIES
Indo-Thai workshop on stellar variability & star formation was held at ARIES,
Nainital, Uttarakhand. The one-day workshop was organized by Aryabhatta
Research Institute of Observational Sciences (ARIES), Department of Science
and Technology (DST), that functions under the Ministry of Science &
Technology.
Aim:
The workshop aimed to strengthen the ongoing collaboration and expand
the Indo-Thai cooperation from stellar sources to other areas of astronomy and
astrophysics such as extra-galactic astronomy and instrumentation.
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Highlights:
The workshop deliberated on various topics, including stellar variability, star
formation, stellar abundance, transient events, and instrumentation.
The workshop hosted 14 talks by the scientists and students of both the
countries.
It highlighted the setting-up of the cooperation in the fields of Science and
Technology by DST and the Ministry of Science & Technology in Thailand after
the sanctioned of two joint bilateral programs for joint research in the area of
Astronomy and Astrophysics.
The workshop discussed the collaborations and joint ventures that help to
exchange the knowledge of the investigators involved in the projects and gives the
opportunity to train the young researchers.
The importance of Indo-Thai collaboration in science and technology was
strengthened.
It also invited the astronomers from India and Thailand for cooperation in space
science and instrumentation.
Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences (ARIES):
Established on: 20 April 1954
Location: Nainital, Uttarakhand
ARIES is an autonomous body that functions under the Department of Science
and Technology (DST), Ministry of Science & Technology. The research institute
specializes in Astrophysics, Astronomy, and Atmospheric Sciences.

Wings India 2020 began in Hyderabad
Wings India 2020, an International conference and exhibition on the Civil
Aviation sector, has begun on 12 March in Begumpet Airport, Hyderabad, India.
The conference will be held from 12-15 March 2020.
Organizing Team:
The biennial event is organized by the Ministry of Civil Aviation and Airports
Authority of India (AAI) along with the Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI).
Highlights:
Wings India 2020 aims to connect the Buyers, Sellers, Investors, and other
stakeholders.
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The conference will provide a congenial forum catering to the rapidly changing
dynamics of the sector.
It highlights new business acquisition, investments, policy formation, and regional
connectivity.
The event focuses only on Civil Aviation Industry.
The conference host an exhibition area of more than 5,000 sq.m.
Over 150 exhibitors are participating in the event.
It will witness the performance of Sarang, the helicopter aerobatics team of Indian
Air Force (IAF), and the Global Stars team of British pilots on fixed-wing aircraft.
It hosts conferences between various company heads and a CEO's forum.
Participants:
Over 1000 participants, including Airports agencies, Flight Operations/
Transportation Government, Flight/Simulator Training, Head of Department,
among others, are participating in the event.
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SCHEMES
Monitoring cell inaugurated under Mission Bhagiratha
A dedicated monitoring cell was inaugurated under Mission Bhagiratha in
Bhongir Circle, Telangana. It was inaugurated by the Superintending Engineer of
Mission Bhagiratha. The cell invites grievances and issues in the supply of the
tapped drinking water.
About the Monitoring cell:
The aim of the cell is to prevent water scarcity and increase preparedness for
summer.
The officials in the cell will record complaints and redress them in a time-bound
manner.
Consumers and local representatives in the area can report the issue, along with
sufficient details, directly to the staff of the cell.
Mission Bhagiratha:
Mission Bhagiratha was implemented in 1998 by Chief Minister Shri K.
Chandrasekhar Rao. The Mission aims to ensure safe and sustainable piped
drinking water supply from surface water sources. It also aims to provide each
household with a tap connection. Under the Mission, 10% of the water in all
Irrigation sources reserved for Drinking Water.

Poshan Abhiyaan celebrated its second anniversary
The second anniversary of the Centre's Poshan Abhiyaan Poshan
Pakhwada was celebrated on 8 March. The focus of the two-week-long Poshan
Pakhwada 2020 is 'Men for Nutrition.' The aim is to increase male engagement
in Poshan Abhiyaan. It aims to improve Nutritional Indicators.
NITI Aayog's data states that Andhra Pradesh ranked first in the overall
implementation of Poshan Abhiyan. As part of the program, the State has trained all
Angan Wadi Workers on modules created based on lifecycle approach with the
support of incremental learning Approach (ILA).
Tamil Nadu State has topped the list of the states in terms of the number of
participants in the program. The Integrated Child Development Scheme has been
rejuvenated with the Centre's Poshan Abhiyaan mission. The program is

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 9 - March 15, 2020)

revitalizing India by reaching out to the children and mothers across the nation.
POSHAN Abhiyaan:
Prime Minister's Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nutrition (POSHAN)
Abhiyaan or National Nutrition Mission is the Government of India's flagship
program. It improves nutritional outcomes for children, pregnant women, and
lactating mothers. The scheme reduces malnutrition in the country in a phased
manner, through a life cycle approach, by adopting a synergized and result oriented
approach.
The program was launched by Prime Minister Modi on the occasion of
International Women's Day on 8 March 2018. The scheme will address the problem
of malnutrition and addresses it in a mission-mode. The goals of Poshan Abhiyan
are to achieve improvement in the Nutritional status of children from 0-6 years,
adolescent girls, pregnant women, and lactating mothers in a time-bound manner.

Centre to set up at least one PMBJP Kendra in every block of the country
Government plans to set up at least one Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya JanAushadhi
Pariyojana (PMBJP) Kendra in every block of India by the end of 2020. The
announcement was made by the Union Minister of Development of North Eastern
Region Dr.Jitendra Singh at the Jan Aushadhi Diwas celebration in Kathua, J&K.
The government for Jammu & Kashmir launched the PMBJP to
promote affordable and quality generic medicines among the people.The speed
of development in UT of J&K has increased manifold after the creation of Union
Territory (UT) as all the progressive Central laws have been directly implemented
without any hindrance.
PMBJP:
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) campaign was
launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP) in 2008. It was launched
under the name Jan Aushadi Campaign. Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India
(BPPI) is the implementation agency of the scheme. PMBJP aims to provide
quality medicines at affordable prices to the masses. PMBJP stores were set up by
GoI to provide generic drugs at lesser prices but with equal quality and efficacy as
expensive branded drugs. It focuses on bringing down the healthcare budget of
every citizen of India by providing Quality generic Medicines at Affordable Prices.
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TIFAC launched Vigyan Jyoti scheme
Technology Information Forecasting and Assessment Council (TIFAC)
launched the Vigyan Jyoti scheme on 8 March 2020. The scheme aims to
encourage women to pursue science.
Vigyan Jyoti:
Vigyan Jyoti is an initiative that will create a level-playing field for the meritorious
girls in high school to pursue Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) in their higher education.
Under the scheme, Selected women from more than 500 districts will be given
opportunities to attend science camps at Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs),
NITs, and other leading institutions of science and technology education where
women are not adequately represented.
TIFAC:
TIFAC was set up in 1988. It functions under the Department of Science &
Technology, Ministry of Science & Technology. It foresees the technological
innovation in select technology areas that were of national importance.

UP launched schemes for skill development, employment generation for
youths
Uttar Pradesh State government has launched three schemes, namely Kaushal
Satrang, Yuva Hub, and an apprenticeship scheme for skill development and
employment generation for youths in the state. It also has announced to depute
Arogya Mitras at all primary health centres to inform people about govt health
schemes. The schemes were launched by Chief Minister of state Yogi
Adityanath.
Highlights:
The state's industrial sector had received private and public sector investment of
nearly Rs.3 trillion in the past 3 years.
All three schemes are dedicated to generating employment and self-employment
opportunities for the youth of the state.
Kaushal Satrang scheme has seven components that will provide opportunities to
the youth.
The state has allocated Rs.1,200 crore for theYuva Hub scheme in the state
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budget. The scheme aims to provide employment to thousands of skilled youth by
assisting in project concept and financial help for one year of operation.
CM apprenticeship scheme will provide a stipend of Rs.2500 to the youth of the
state.

Cabinet approved the Scheme for RoDTEP
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) led by PM Narendra
Modi approved the introduction of the Scheme for Remission of Duties and
Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP). The Scheme will create a mechanism
that will create for reimbursement of taxes/ duties/ levies at the central, state, and
local levels. The Scheme will be in line with "Digital India."
Provision:
Currently, the reimbursement of taxes/ duties/ levies are not being refunded under
any other mechanism, but which are incurred in the process of manufacture and
distribution of exported products.
The Scheme will boost the domestic industry and Indian exports providing a level
playing field for Indian producers in the International market so that domestic
taxes/duties are not exported.
An inter-ministerial committee will determine the rates and items for which the
reimbursement of taxes and duties would be provided.
A refund under the Scheme will be in the form of transferable duty
credit/electronic scrip that will be issued to the exporters, which will be
maintained in an electronic ledger.
The Scheme will be implemented with end to end digitization.
The Scheme will be a step towards zero-rating of exports, along with refunds
such as Drawback and Integrated Goods and Service Tax (IGST).
It is expected that the scheme would lead to the cost competitiveness of exported
products in international markets and better employment opportunities in exportoriented manufacturing industries.
It aims to increase their productivity, boost exports, and contribute to the overall
economy.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Chalasani Venkat Nageswar gets additional charge as CFO of SBI
Chalasani Venkat Nageswar was given the additional charge of Deputy Managing
Director and Chief Financial Officer (CFO) of State Bank of India (SBI) on 9
March with immediate effect.
SBI:
Founded on: 2 June 1806 (as Bank of Calcutta), 15 April 1840 (as Bank of
Bombay), 1 July 1843 (as Bank of Madras), 27 January 1921 (as Imperial Bank
of India), 1 July 1955 (as State Bank of India)
Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra, India
Chairman: Rajnish Kumar
The public sector bank (PSB) is the largest bank in India, with a 23% market
share. GoI took control of the Imperial Bank of India (present SBI) in 1955. RBI
holds a 60% stake in the bank.

Lt Gen KJS Dhillon to assume charge as Director General of DIA
Lt Gen KJS Dhillon is appointed as the Director-General Defence Intelligence
Agency (DG DIA) and Deputy Chief of Integrated Defence Staff (Intelligence)
(DCIDS) on 9 March. The department functions under the Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) in the newly created Department of Military Affairs. He will assume the
charge soon.
Lt Gen KJS Dhillon:
Lt Gen Dhillon is 57-year-old age. He is from the 1983 batch of the Indian Military
Academy. He served at the strategic XV Corps of Army in 2019 and handed over
the charge of XV Corps to Lt Gen BS Raju.
Defence Intelligence Agency:
Upon the recommendations of a Group of Ministers, which looked into lapses
leading to the Kargil intrusion in 1999, DIA was established in 2002. DIA is the
nodal agency for all defence-related intelligence that collects information
technically and through satellites to safeguard the interest of the country.

Eric Horvitz appointed as CSO of Microsoft
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Microsoft has appointed Eric Horvitz as its first-ever Chief Scientific Officer
(CSO). He will provide cross-company leadership on advances and trends on
scientific matters and on issues and opportunities arising at the intersection of
technology people and society.
The team under Horvitz will advise the company on its scientific directions and
capabilities, including standing up new initiatives, providing guidance on company
priorities, and assessing important areas for investment in science and technology.
Eric Horvitz:
Horvitz who joined Microsoft in 1993. He was a Technical Fellow and Director at
Microsoft's Research Labs. He has co-chaired the company's Artificial Intelligence
and Ethics in Engineering and Research (AETHER) Committee.

Bill Gates stepped down from the Microsofts board
Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates stepped down from Microsoft's
board. Microsoft did not announce any replacement for Gates on the board. Gates
also announced that he would be stepping down from the board of Berkshire
Hathaway. Since 2004, he has served as a director of Berkshire Hathaway.
His departure reduced the number of Microsoft directors to 12. The board
directors of Microsoft are John W. Thompson, Microsoft independent chair; Sandra
E. Peterson, operating partner, Clayton, Dubilier & Rice; Nadella; Reid Hoffman,
partner at Greylock Partners; Hugh Johnston, vice chairman and chief financial
officer of Pepsico; Teri List-Stoll, executive vice president and chief financial
officer of Gap; John Stanton, chairman of Trilogy Equity Partners; Penny Pritzker,
founder, and chairman, PSP Partners; Charles W. Scharf, CEO of Wells Fargo;
Arne Sorenson, president and CEO, Marriott International; Padmasree Warrior,
founder, CEO, and president, Fable Group; and Emma Walmsley, CEO of
GlaxoSmithKline.
Earlier, in October 2018, Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen died of cancer at the age
of 65.
Microsoft:
Founded on: 4 April 1975
Founders: Bill Gates, Paul Allen
Headquarters: Washington, US
chairman: John W. Thompson
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CEO: Satya Nadella
President: Brad Smith
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Kidney Day is observed on 12 March
World Kidney Day is observed on 12 March. It is celebrated on the second
Thursday of March every year. The day aims to create awareness and educate
people about the importance of kidneys to overall health and to reduce the
frequency and impact of kidney disease and associated health problems worldwide.
As a part of the 2020 campaign, the #MyGr8Rule challenge was launched on 8
February.
Theme:
The theme of the 2020 World Kidney day is "Kidney Health for Everyone
Everywherefrom Prevention to Detection and Equitable Access to Care." The
theme stresses the need to strive for kidney health for everyone everywhere. The
theme also highlights to focus on the importance of preventive interventions to
avert the onset and progression of kidney disease.
Highlights:
The day highlights that diabetes and high blood pressure are key risk factors for
chronic kidney disease (CKD).
It encourages the systematic screening of all patients with diabetes and
hypertension for CKD.
It also encourages preventive behaviors and educate all healthcare professionals
about their key role in detecting and reducing the risk of CKD.
The day encourages transplantation as a best-outcome option for kidney failure,
and the act of organ donation as a life-saving initiative.
History:
World Kidney Day was jointly instituted by the International Society of
Nephrology (ISN) and the International Federation of Kidney Foundations
(IFKF). The day was first observed in 2006 by 66 countries.

World Sleep Day is observed on 13 March
World Sleep Day is observed on 13 March. The day focuses on the issues related
to sleep, sleep medicine, education about sleep. The day raises awareness about the
social effects that sleep deprivation can have on everyday life.
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World Sleep Day:
World Sleep Day aims to help those who have sleep problems, educate people all
over about the importance of sleep, and change the way people view and experience
sleep by giving people valuable resources to help them in their daily lives.
History:
World Sleep day was organized by the World Sleep Day Committee of World
Sleep Society. According to the American Sleep Association, over 50 to 70 million
people have a sleeping disorder, over 25 million have sleep apnoea, and the most
commonly reported sleep problem is insomnia. The Society sought to encourage
the development and exchange of information for world-wide and regional
standards of practice for sleep medicine.
World Sleep Society:
World Sleep Society was established in 2016. The Society was jointly founded by
the World Sleep Federation (WSF) and the World Association of Sleep
Medicine (WASM). World Sleep Society currently represents individual members
and societies from around the world.

International Day of Action for Rivers is observed on 14 March
International Day of Action for Rivers is observed on 14 March. This year, the
22nd annual International Day of Action for Rivers is observed. The day aims to
stress the importance of rivers and how it affects the lives of the people. The theme
of 2020 International Day of Action for Rivers is Women, Water, and Climate
Change.
History:
The International Day of Action Against Dams and For Rivers, Water and Life was
initiated at the first International Meeting of People Affected by Dams at
Curitiba Brazil in March 1997. Representatives from 20 countries decided the
designate 14 March as the observation of International Day of Action, which
coincides with Brazil's Day of Action Against Large Dams. The day was
designated to raise people's voices against destructive water development projects,
reclaim the health of our watersheds, and demand the equitable and sustainable
management of our rivers.
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International Pi Day is observed on 14 March
International Pi () day is observed on 14 March. The day was chosen as 3, 1, and
4, which are the first three significant digits of .
Pi:
Pi is one of the most well-known mathematical constants. It is the ratio of a
circle's circumference to its diameter. It is represented by the lower-case Greek
letter . For any circle, the distance around the edge is a little more than three times
the distance across. The irrational number is most often approximated with the
decimal 3.14 or the fraction 22/7.
History:
Pi has been known for almost 4000 years. Mathematicians started to use the Greek
letter in the 1700s. It was introduced by William Jones in 1706. The use of the
symbol was popularized by Leonhard Euler, who adopted it in 1737. An 18thcentury French mathematician,Georges Buffon, devised a way to calculate based
on probability.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
Infosys partners with Qualcomm to offer smart cities solutions
Software major Infosys partnered with the US-based chipmaker Qualcomm to
offer smart cities solutions through Qualcomm's accelerator program. The
partnership will provide solutions for smart stadiums, smart venues, and smart
event management.
Highlights:
The Accelerator program will connect cities, municipalities, state-run agencies,
and enterprises with Qualcomm Technologies' ecosystem. This will help deliver
efficiencies, cost savings, and access to solutions for smart cities' problems.
The solutions have been built upon Qualcomm's proprietary framework for
smart spaces. It offers features for building and resource management, physical
assets management, and occupants' safety and security.
The framework uses digital technologies to deliver an enhanced user experience
for personal comfort, wellness, collaboration, and convenience.
It will also optimize resources for easy maintenance and improved efficiencies.

GoI, World Bank signs loan agreement on Integrated Project for Source
Sustainability and Climate Resilient
The World Bank signed an $80 million loan agreement with the Government of
India, Government of Himachal Pradeshon 11 March 2020. The aim is to
improve water management practices and increase agricultural productivity in
selected Gram Panchayats in Himachal Pradesh. The loan from the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) has a final maturity of 14.5
years, including a grace period of 5 years.
Highlights:
The Integrated Project for Source Sustainability and Climate Resilient RainFed Agriculture will be implemented in 428 Gram Panchayats in 10 districts in
Himachal Pradesh.
The project includes setting up of hydrological monitoring stations to monitor
water quality and quantity.
It is expected that it will benefit over 400,000 smallholder farmers, including
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women, and pastoral communities.
The project aims to make the best use of all available technologies and resources to
increase water-use efficiency.
It will improve upstream water sources in pastures, forests, and grasslands.
The project will enhance the climate resilience of agriculture and its allied
activities and also ensure sufficient water is available for sustainable agriculture
both in Himachal Pradesh and in downstream states.
About the World Bank:
Headquarters: Washington, DC, US
Membership: 189 countries (IBRD), 173 countries (IDA)
President: David Malpass
MD & CFO: Anshula Kant
Parent organization: World Bank Group
World Bank is a component of the World Bank group. The bank provides loans and
grants to poor countries to support infrastructure development and their capital
projects.
It constitutes of 5 international organizations, namely:
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD)
the International Development Association (IDA)
International Finance Corporation (IFC)
Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA)
International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID)
IBRD:
Established on: 1944
Membership: 189 countries
IBRD offers a number of financial services and products, lends loans to middleincome developing countries.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Who conferred the 2019 Nari Shakti Puraskar award?
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.Vice President Venkaiah Naidu
C.Prime Minister Narendra Modi
D.Minister of Home Affairs Amit Shah

Answer A
Explanation President Ram Nath Kovind presented Nari Shakti Puraskar or Woman Power
Award for the year 2019 on International Women's Day, which is 8 March, at a special ceremony
held in Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi.

2) Who developed the Sahyadri Megha as a part of its initiative to prevent a
decline in the area under paddy cultivation?
A.IIT-Ahmedabad
B.University of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences
C.College of Horticulture Mudigere
D.University of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad

Answer B
Explanation The University of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences (UAHS) of Shivamogga
developed 'Sahyadri Megha,' a new red variety of paddy, as a part of its initiative to prevent a
decline in the area under paddy cultivation. The new red variety of paddy is resistant to blast
disease and is rich in nutrients.

3) Where was the Extraordinary Meeting of the Conference of OPEC held?
A.Stockholm
B.Vienna
C.Davos
D.Rome

Answer B
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Explanation The 178th Extraordinary Meeting of the Conference of OPEC was held in Vienna,
Austria, on 5 March 2020.

4) How many women were awarded the Nari Shakti Puraskar 2019 award?
A.15
B.21
C.30
D.35

Answer A
Explanation President Ram Nath Kovind presented Nari Shakti Puraskar or Woman Power
Award for the year 2019 on International Women's Day, which is 8 March, at a special ceremony
held in Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi. 15 eminent women were awarded the Nari Shakti
Puraskar 2019. The award recognized the significant efforts of the women who rendered
distinguished services towards the emancipation of women, especially vulnerable and
marginalized women.

5) Sahyadri Megha is a new red variety of _______.
A.rice
B.maize
C.paddy
D.millet

Answer C
Explanation The University of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences (UAHS) of Shivamogga
developed 'Sahyadri Megha,' a new red variety of paddy, as a part of its initiative to prevent a
decline in the area under paddy cultivation. The new red variety of paddy is resistant to blast
disease and is rich in nutrients.

6) Who initiated the Nari Shakti Puraskar award?
A.Ministry of Home Affairs
B.Ministry of Women and Child Development
C.Ministry of Science and Technology
D.Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
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Answer B
Explanation Nari Shakti Puraskar was initiated by the Ministry of Women and Child
Development. The award acknowledges the exceptional contribution made by individuals and
institutions. The award was first conferred in 1999.

7) The _______ Extraordinary Meeting of the Conference of OPEC was held
in Vienna, Austria.
A.121st
B.130th
C.156th
D.178th

Answer D
Explanation The 178th Extraordinary Meeting of the Conference of OPEC was held in Vienna,
Austria

8) Sahyadri Megha variety of paddy is developed under the hybridization
breeding method by crossing Jyothi variety with _________.
A.Akkalu
B.Birsa Dhan
C.Amrut
D.Turanta Dhan

Answer A
Explanation Sahyadri Megha variety of paddy is developed under the hybridization breeding
method by crossing Jyothi variety with Akkalu, a native disease-resistant, and protein-rich paddy
variety. The research work for the development of high-level resistance to blast disease was
commenced in 2009.

9) When was the Nari Shakti Puraskar first conferred?
A.1985
B.1990
C.1994
D.1999

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 9 - March 15, 2020)

Answer D
Explanation Nari Shakti Puraskar was initiated by the Ministry of Women and Child
Development. The award acknowledges the exceptional contribution made by individuals and
institutions. The award was first conferred in 1999.

10) When was the research work for the development of high-level resistance
to blast disease by UAHS commenced?
A.2000
B.2009
C.2012
D.2017

Answer B
Explanation Sahyadri Megha variety of paddy is developed under the hybridization breeding
method by crossing Jyothi variety with Akkalu, a native disease-resistant, and protein-rich paddy
variety. The research work for the development of high-level resistance to blast disease was
commenced in 2009.

11) Oil prices plunged by _______ after the OPEC failed to make a deal with
its allies regarding production cuts.
A.10%
B.20%
C.45%
D.60%

Answer B
Explanation Oil prices plunged by 20% after the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries' (OPEC) failure to make a deal with its allies regarding production cuts.

12) Who conferred the Women Transforming India Awards (WTI) awards?
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.Vice President Venkaiah Naidu
C.Prime Minister Narendra Modi
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D.Minister of Defence Rajnath Singh

Answer D
Explanation Defence Minister Rajnath Singh conferred the Fourth Edition of the Women
Transforming India Awards (WTI) on 8 March 2020, the International Women's Day.

13) When was the University of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences
(UAHS) established?
A.2000
B.2006
C.2009
D.2012

Answer D
Explanation The University of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences (UAHS) was established
in 2012. It is Karnataka's first integrated university with both agricultural and horticultural
sciences under its purview.

14) Who organized the award ceremony of Women Transforming India
Awards (WTI) on 8 March 2020?
A.NITI Aayog
B.Ministry of Home Affairs
C.Ministry of Women and Child Development
D.Ministry of Science and Technology

Answer A
Explanation Defence Minister Rajnath Singh conferred the Fourth Edition of the Women
Transforming India Awards (WTI) on 8 March 2020, the International Women's Day. The award
ceremony was organized by NITI Aayog's Women Entrepreneurship Platform. The awards
recognized women from diverse fields, including healthcare, education, and food tech, amongst
other fields.

15) Where is the University of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences
(UAHS) located?
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A.Karnataka
B.Telangana
C.Himachal Pradesh
D.Gujarat

Answer A
Explanation The University of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences (UAHS) was established
in 2012. It is located in Shivamogga, Karnataka. It is Karnataka's first integrated university with
both agricultural and horticultural sciences under its purview.

16) Technology Information Forecasting and Assessment Council (TIFAC)
fuctions under ________.
A.Department of Science & Technology
B.Department of Earth Science
C.Department of Statistics & Forecast
D.Department of Information & Science

Answer A
Explanation Technology Information Forecasting and Assessment Council (TIFAC) was set up
in 1988. It functions under the Department of Science & Technology, Ministry of Science &
Technology. It foresees the technological innovation in select technology areas that were of
national importance.

17) When was the Women Transforming India Awards (WTI) initiated?
A.2000
B.2007
C.2010
D.2018

Answer D
Explanation Women Transforming India Awards (WTI) Awards were initiated in the year 2018.
It is awarded under the support of the Women Entrepreneurship Platform.

18) The Centre is to make it mandatory for the sanitary napkin companies to
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provide bio-degradable disposal bags from _______.
A.May 2020
B.December 2020
C.January 2021
D.May 2021

Answer C
Explanation The Centre is to make it mandatory for the sanitary napkin companies to provide
bio-degradable disposal bags from January 2021.

19) What is the theme of the 2020 Women Transforming India Awards
(WTI)?
A.Embrace the challenge and thrive as Entrepreneurs
B.Women: Reservoir of Talent
C.Value of Women Start-ups
D.Women and Entrepreneurship

Answer D
Explanation Women Transforming India Awards (WTI) was initiated in the year 2018. It is
awarded under the support of the Women Entrepreneurship Platform. The theme for the year is
"Women and Entrepreneurship."

20) Who launched the Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship (MGNF)
program in collaboration with the Ministry of Skill Development &
Entrepreneurship (MSDE)?
A.Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad (IIMA)
B.Indian Institute of Management Bangalore (IIMB)
C.Indian Institute of Management Kolkata (IIMK)
D.Indian Institute of Management Indore (IIMI)

Answer B
Explanation Indian Institute of Management Bangalore (IIMB) launched the Mahatma Gandhi
National Fellowship (MGNF) program in collaboration with the Ministry of Skill Development &
Entrepreneurship (MSDE).
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21) When was the Technology Information Forecasting and Assessment
Council (TIFAC) established?
A.1967
B.1970
C.1988
D.1995

Answer C
Explanation Technology Information Forecasting and Assessment Council (TIFAC) was set up
in 1988. It functions under the Department of Science & Technology, Ministry of Science &
Technology. It foresees the technological innovation in select technology areas that were of
national importance.

22) When was the Women Entrepreneurship Platform launched?
A.2000
B.2005
C.2010
D.2018

Answer D
Explanation The Women Entrepreneurship Platform was initiated in 2017 and formally launched
on 8 March 2018. It brings together stakeholders to transform the entrepreneurial ecosystem for
women. The Women Entrepreneurship Platform was formulated on three pillars, namely Karma
Shakti, Gyan Shakti, and Iccha Shakti.

23) The ________ anniversary of the Centre's Poshan Abhiyaan Poshan
Pakhwada was celebrated.
A.2nd
B.4th
C.5th
D.3rd

Answer A
Explanation The second anniversary of the Centre's Poshan Abhiyaan Poshan Pakhwada was
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celebrated on 8 March. The focus of the two-week-long Poshan Pakhwada 2020 is 'Men for
Nutrition.' The aim is to increase male engagement in Poshan Abhiyaan. It aims to improve
Nutritional Indicators.

24) Department of Science and Technology (DST) in association with _______
under the program the Indo-US Fellowship for Women in Science,
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics and Medicine (WISTEMM) provided
international exposure to several women scientists.
A.Indo-US Science & Technology Forum
B.Indo-US Science & Research Forum
C.Indo-US Innovation & Technology Forum
D.Indo-US STEM Forum

Answer A
Explanation Department of Science and Technology (DST) of Ministry of Science and
Technology in association with Indo-US Science & Technology Forum (IUSSTF) under the
program the Indo-US Fellowship for Women in Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics
and Medicine (WISTEMM) provided international exposure to several women scientists.

25) When was Prime Minister's Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nutrition
(POSHAN) Abhiyaan or National Nutrition Mission launched?
A.2000
B.2010
C.2014
D.2018

Answer D
Explanation Prime Minister's Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nutrition (POSHAN) Abhiyaan
or National Nutrition Mission is the Government of India's flagship program. The program was
launched by Prime Minister Modi on the occasion of International Women's Day on 8 March
2018. It improves nutritional outcomes for children, pregnant women, and lactating mothers. The
scheme reduces malnutrition in the country in a phased manner, through a life cycle approach, by
adopting a synergized and result oriented approach.

26) Government is to add more than _______ Self Help Groups (SHG) in 2020
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in order to achieve GoI's plan by 2022.
A.14 lakh
B.20 lakh
C.43 lakh
D.72 lakh

Answer A
Explanation The government is to add more than 14 lakh Self Help Groups (SHG) in order to
achieve GoI's plan to achieve 75 lakhs SHGs by 2022. The announcement was made by Narendra
Singh Tomar, the Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare on 8 March.

27) Government plans to set up at least one Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
JanAushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) Kendra in every block of India by ______.
A.2020
B.2022
C.2023
D.2024

Answer A
Explanation Government plans to set up at least one Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya JanAushadhi
Pariyojana (PMBJP) Kendra in every block of India by the end of 2020. The announcement was
made by the Union Minister of Development of North Eastern Region Dr.Jitendra Singh at the
Jan Aushadhi Diwas celebration in Kathua, J&K.

28) Government has planned ________ to achieve Self Help Groups (SHG) by
2022.
A.24 lakhs
B.48 lakhs
C.67 lakhs
D.75 lakhs

Answer D
Explanation The government is to add more than 14 lakh Self Help Groups (SHG) in order to
achieve GoI's plan to achieve 75 lakhs SHGs by 2022. The announcement was made by Narendra
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Singh Tomar, the Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare on 8 March.

29) Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) campaign
was launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP) in ________.
A.2000
B.2003
C.2008
D.2010

Answer C
Explanation Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) campaign was launched
by the Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP) in 2008.

30) Where was a dedicated monitoring cell inaugurated under Mission
Bhagiratha?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Tamil Nadu
C.Telangana
D.Maharashtra

Answer C
Explanation A dedicated monitoring cell was inaugurated under Mission Bhagiratha in Bhongir
Circle, Telangana. It was inaugurated by the Superintending Engineer of Mission Bhagiratha. The
cell invites grievances and issues in the supply of the tapped drinking water.

31) The government of India has imposed a withdrawal limit of _______ for
depositors of Yes Bank for one month.
A.Rs.30,000
B.Rs.50,000
C.Rs.1 lakh
D.Rs.10,000

Answer B
Explanation
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The government of India has imposed a withdrawal limit of Rs.50,000 for
depositors of Yes Bank for one month.

32) Mission Bhagiratha was implemented in _______.
A.1990
B.1994
C.1998
D.2002

Answer C
Explanation Mission Bhagiratha was implemented in 1998 by Chief Minister Shri K.
Chandrasekhar Rao. The Mission aims to ensure safe and sustainable piped drinking water supply
from surface water sources. It also aims to provide each household with a tap connection. Under
the Mission, 10% of the water in all Irrigation sources reserved for Drinking Water.

33) ________ has set up the Delimitation Commission for the process of
delimitation of Lok Sabha and assembly constituencies.
A.JK
B.Assam
C.Delhi
D.Himachal Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation The Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has set up the Delimitation
Commission for the process of delimitation of Lok Sabha and assembly constituencies. The
Commission was formed under the chairmanship of former Supreme Court judge Ranjana
Prakash Desai.

34) Who launched the Mission Bhagiratha?
A.Shri K. Chandrasekhar Rao
B.Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu
C.Shri Y. S. Jaganmohan Reddy
D.Shri T. Harish Rao
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Answer A
Explanation Mission Bhagiratha was implemented in 1998 by Chief Minister Shri K.
Chandrasekhar Rao. The Mission aims to ensure safe and sustainable piped drinking water supply
from surface water sources. It also aims to provide each household with a tap connection. Under
the Mission, 10% of the water in all Irrigation sources reserved for Drinking Water.

35) The delimitation in the UT of J&K will be based on the _______ due to an
amendment in the J&K Reorganisation Act.
A.2005 census
B.2008 census
C.2011 census
D.2014 census

Answer C
Explanation The delimitation in the UT of J&K will be based on the 2011 Census due to an
amendment in the J&K Reorganisation Act.

36) Under the Mission Bhagiratha, _______ of the water in all Irrigation
sources reserved for Drinking Water.
A.10%
B.20%
C.25%
D.40%

Answer A
Explanation Mission Bhagiratha was implemented in 1998 by Chief Minister Shri K.
Chandrasekhar Rao. The Mission aims to ensure safe and sustainable piped drinking water supply
from surface water sources. It also aims to provide each household with a tap connection. Under
the Mission, 10% of the water in all Irrigation sources reserved for Drinking Water.

37) Who is the chairman of the Delimitation Commission for the process of
delimitation of Lok Sabha and assembly constituencies set up by Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir?
A.Ranjana Prakash Desai
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B.Shushil Chandra
C.Sujata Manohar
D.Fathima Beevi

Answer A
Explanation The Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has set up the Delimitation
Commission for the process of delimitation of Lok Sabha and assembly constituencies. The
Commission was formed under the chairmanship of former Supreme Court judge Ranjana
Prakash Desai. The members of the Commission are Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Shushil
Chandra and election commissioners of J&K, and the four North-Eastern states will be ex-officio
members of the Commission.

38) Who launched the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana
(PMBJP) campaign?
A.Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers
B.Ministry of AYUSH
C.Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
D.Ministry of Women and Child Development

Answer A
Explanation Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) campaign was launched
by the Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP), Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers in 2008.

39) Who is the founder of Yes Bank, who was arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on 7 March for the alleged bank scam worth Rs.4,300 crore?
A.Venugopal Dhoot
B.Indra Nooyi
C.Rana Kapoor
D.Chanda Kochhar

Answer C
Explanation The founder of crisis-hit Yes Bank Rana Kapoor was arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on 7 March for the alleged bank scam worth Rs.4,300 crore. Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA) was filed against him.
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40) _______ is the implementation agency of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) scheme.
A.Industry of Pharma India
B.Pharma Industries Investigation Centre
C.Central Pharma Industries
D.Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India

Answer D
Explanation Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) campaign was launched
by the Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP) in 2008. It was launched under the name Jan
Aushadi Campaign. Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is the implementation agency of the
scheme.

41) Holi is the festival of ________.
A.lights
B.peace
C.colours
D.lamb

Answer C
Explanation Holi, the Festival of Colors, is a famous festival in India. It is celebrated on
different dates every year. The famous Indian festival is observed at the end of the winters in the
month of March after the full Moon. This year the festival is celebrated on 9-10 March 2020. Holi
is celebrated around the country with great zeal and enthusiasm.

42) As per the Bloomberg Billionaires Index, Mukesh Ambani ranked
________ in Asia's richest man list.
A.1st
B.2nd
C.3rd
D.4th

Answer B
Explanation Bloomberg Billionaires Index reported that Jack Ma became Asia's richest man.
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Mukesh Ambani, who stood as Asia's richest man, has moved to the second position after oil
prices collapsed along with global stocks. The novel coronavirus erased $5.8 billion from
Ambani's net worth on and pushed him to No.2 on the list of Asia's richest people.

43) Who was given the additional charge of Deputy Managing Director and
Chief Financial Officer (CFO) of State Bank of India (SBI)?
A.Rajnish Kumar
B.Aloke Bajpai
C.Uday Kotak
D.Chalasani Venkat Nageswar

Answer D
Explanation Chalasani Venkat Nageswar was given the additional charge of Deputy Managing
Director and Chief Financial Officer (CFO) of State Bank of India (SBI) on 9 March with
immediate effect.

44) India was listed world's ________ largest arms importer as per the
"Trends in international arms transfers 2019" report.
A.2nd
B.5th
C.18th
D.23rd

Answer A
Explanation India stands as the world's second-largest arms importer as per the "Trends in
international arms transfers 2019" report of Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI) data. The data was released on 9 March. Saudi Arabia topped the list. Also, India has
ranked 23rd position among the top 25 weapon exporters.

45) Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) is planning to set up its logistics bases
in ________ countries to attract the countries to buy India's light combat
aircraft (LCA) Tejas and military helicopters.
A.4
B.8
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C.12
D.14

Answer A
Explanation Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) is planning to set up its logistics bases in four
countries, namely Malaysia, Vietnam, Indonesia, and Sri Lanka. The move is a part of HAL's
initiatives to attract the countries to buy India's light combat aircraft (LCA) Tejas and military
helicopters.

46) Who is the Chairman of SBI?
A.Rajnish Kumar
B.Urjit Patel
C.Aditya Puri
D.Aloke Bajpai

Answer A
Explanation SBI Chairman Rajnish Kumar has been appointed as the administrator for this
move. In his earlier statements, Kumar said that he would be able to revive the bank before the
30-day deadline ends.

47) Who released the Trends in international arms transfers 2019 report?
A.UN International Peace Research Institute
B.Russian International Peace Research Institute
C.French International Peace Research Institute
D.Stockholm International Peace Research Institute

Answer D
Explanation India stands as the world's second-largest arms importer as per the "Trends in
international arms transfers 2019" report of Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI) data. The data was released on 9 March. Saudi Arabia topped the list. Also, India has
ranked 23rd position among the top 25 weapon exporters.

48) HAL to set up its logistics bases in ________ countries to attract the
countries to buy India's light combat aircraft (LCA) Tejas and military
helicopters.
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A.Malaysia, Vietnam
B.Indonesia
C.Sri Lanka
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation State-run aerospace major Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) is planning to set up
its logistics bases in four countries, namely Malaysia, Vietnam, Indonesia, and Sri Lanka. The
move is a part of HAL's initiatives to attract the countries to buy India's light combat aircraft
(LCA) Tejas and military helicopters.

49) Where is the headquarters of SBI located?
A.Kolkata
B.Mumbai
C.Hyderabad
D.Kochi

Answer B
Explanation The headquarters of SBI is located in Mumbai, Maharashtra, India. The public
sector bank (PSB) is the largest bank in India, with a 23% market share. GoI took control of the
Imperial Bank of India (present SBI) in 1955. RBI holds a 60% stake in the bank.

50) Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) celebrated the ______ raising day
on 10 March.
A.51st
B.56th
C.57th
D.60th

Answer A
Explanation Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) celebrated the 51st raising day on 10
March. The day was celebrated by CISF personnel and their families.

51) India has set an ambitious defence export target of _______ dollars in the
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next five years.
A.$2 billion
B.$4 billion
C.$5 billion
D.$8 billion

Answer C
Explanation India has set an ambitious defence export target of $5 billion dollars in the next 5
years. GoI has asked all the key military manufacturers to work hard to achieve the target. India is
one of the largest arm and military platforms importers globally. The government aims to
promote defence significantly.

52) RBI holds _______ stake of SBI.
A.49%
B.50%
C.51%
D.60%

Answer D
Explanation SBI is the largest bank in India, with a 23% market share. GoI took control of the
Imperial Bank of India (present SBI) in 1955. RBI holds a 60% stake in the bank.

53) When was Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) established?
A.1969
B.1956
C.1973
D.1970

Answer A
Explanation Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) was established on 10 March 1969. It is a
Central Armed Police Force (CAPF) in India. There are around 2,800 personnel in CISF. It
functions under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

54) National Archives of India (NAI) celebrated its _______ Foundation Day in
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2020.
A.130th
B.150th
C.163rd
D.175th

Answer A
Explanation National Archives of India (NAI) is to celebrate its 130th Foundation Day on 11
March 2020. During the occasion, the Union Minister of State for Culture and Tourism
(Independent Charge) Shri Prahlad Singh Patel will inaugurate an exhibition on Jallianwala Bagh
at the premises of National Archives, New Delhi.

55) ________ urged Iran to provide access to two locations of the nuclear sites
in January 2020.
A.International Atomic Energy Agency
B.Nuclear Command Authority
C.Effective Nuclear Regulatory Authority
D.French Nuclear Safety Authority

Answer A
Explanation United Nations atomic watchdog International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
urged Iran to cooperate immediately and fully with the nuclear agreement with world powers at
the quarterly meeting of IAEA's 35-member Board of Governor. IAEA asked Iran to provide
access to two locations of the nuclear sites in January 2020. Iran failed to engage in substantive
discussions to clarify IAEA's questions. The organization also stated that it did not observe any
changes to Iran's implementation of its nuclear-related commitments since January.

56) When will the National Archives of India (NAI) celebrate its foundation
day?
A.9 March
B.10 March
C.11 March
D.13 March

Answer C
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Explanation National Archives of India (NAI) is to celebrate its 130th Foundation Day on 11
March 2020. During the occasion, the Union Minister of State for Culture and Tourism
(Independent Charge) Shri Prahlad Singh Patel will inaugurate an exhibition on Jallianwala Bagh
at the premises of National Archives, New Delhi.

57) When was International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) established?
A.1957
B.1965
C.1972
D.1980

Answer A
Explanation International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) was established on 29 July 1957. It is
headquartered in Vienna, Austria. IAEA has 171 members states.

58) When was the National Archives of India (NAI) established?
A.1885
B.1891
C.1903
D.1901

Answer B
Explanation NAI was established on 11 March 1891 at Kolkatta as the Imperial Record
Department. It functions as an Attached Office of the Department of Culture under the Ministry
of Culture. In 1911, due to the transfer of the capital from Calcutta to Delhi, the National
Archives of India was constructed in 1926.

59) Where is the headquarters of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) located?
A.Moscow
B.Vienna
C.Stockholm
D.Rio de Janeiro
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Answer B
Explanation International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) was established on 29 July 1957. It is
headquartered in Vienna, Austria. IAEA has 171 members states.

60) Who designed the National Archives of India (NAI)?
A.Sir Herbert Baker
B.Sir Gertrude Jekyll
C.Sir Edwin Lutyens
D.Sir William Robinson

Answer C
Explanation NAI was established on 11 March 1891 at Kolkatta as the Imperial Record
Department. It functions as an Attached Office of the Department of Culture under the Ministry
of Culture. In 1911, due to the transfer of the capital from Calcutta to Delhi, the National
Archives of India was constructed in 1926. It was designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens. The transfer of
all records from Kolkata to New Delhi was completed in 1937. NAI acts as the nodal agency for
the implementation of the Public Records Act, 1993 and Public Record Rules, 1997.

61) How many member states are there under International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA)?
A.152
B.171
C.88
D.102

Answer B
Explanation International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) was established on 29 July 1957. It is
headquartered in Vienna, Austria. IAEA has 171 members states. The organization aims to
promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy. It also takes initiatives to inhibit the use of nuclear
energy for military purpose, including nuclear weapons.

62) Where is the headquarters of the National Archives of India (NAI)
located?
A.Kolkatta
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B.Banglore
C.Hyderabad
D.Mumbai

Answer A
Explanation NAI was established on 11 March 1891 at Kolkata as the Imperial Record
Department. It functions as an Attached Office of the Department of Culture under the Ministry
of Culture. In 1911, due to the transfer of the capital from Calcutta to Delhi, the National
Archives of India was constructed in 1926. It was designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens. The transfer of
all records from Kolkata to New Delhi was completed in 1937.

63) Which state topped the list in the installations of solar rooftop plants in
India?
A.Maharashtra
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Gujarat
D.Rajasthan

Answer C
Explanation As per Government data, Gujarat has topped the list in the installations of solar
rooftop plants. It is followed by Maharashtra. The aim of the installations of solar rooftop plants
is to achieve renewable power generation goals.

64) National Archives of India (NAI) functions under ________.
A.Ministry of Home Affairs
B.Ministry of Culture
C.Ministry of Tourism
D.Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Answer B
Explanation NAI was established on 11 March 1891 at Kolkatta as the Imperial Record
Department. It functions as an Attached Office of the Department of Culture under the Ministry
of Culture. In 1911, due to the transfer of the capital from Calcutta to Delhi, the National
Archives of India was constructed in 1926.
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65) How much did the Gujarat state government allot for the Surya Gujarat
scheme?
A.Rs.635 crore
B.Rs.720 crore
C.Rs.864 crore
D.Rs.912 crore

Answer D
Explanation Under the Surya Gujarat scheme, Gujarat relaxed subsidy criteria for domestic users
with up to 40% subsidy on the cost of projects up to 3 kWh capacity, while 20% subsidy
assistance is being provided for projects with a capacity between 3 and 10 kWh. The state
government has also allotted Rs.912 crore for the scheme. The electricity that is generated thus
will be used for households, and the excess units are purchased by the Gujarat State discoms at
the rate of Rs.2.25 per unit.

66) Dr. Harsh Vardhan chaired the _________ Annual Day of the National
Institute of Health & Family Welfare (NIHFW).
A.28th
B.38th
C.43rd
D.50th

Answer C
Explanation Dr. Harsh Vardhan chaired the 43rd Annual Day of the National Institute of Health
& Family Welfare (NIHFW) on 9 March. He suggested that Synergy and cooperation between
institutions are needed to counter India's Public Health challenges.

67) Where is Gevra Opencast coal mine located?
A.Chhattisgarh
B.Odisha
C.Rajasthan
D.Punjab

Answer A
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Explanation The Gevra mine is being operated by South Eastern Coalfields Ltd, a subsidiary of
state-owned Coal India Ltd. It is located in Korba district, Chhattisgarh.

68) When was the National Institute of Health and Family Welfare Delhi
(NIHFW) established?
A.1963
B.1977
C.1980
D.1987

Answer B
Explanation National Institute of Health and Family Welfare Delhi (NIHFW) was formed on 9
March 1977 by the merger of the National Institute of Health Administration and Education
(NIHAE) and the National Institute of Family Planning (NIFP). NIHFW functions under the
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, GoI.

69) Who is to assume charge as the Director-General Defence Intelligence
Agency (DG DIA)?
A.Lt Gen KJS Dhillon
B.Lt Gen Anil Kumar Bhatt
C.Lt Gen Satinder Kumar Saini
D.Lt Gen Surinder Singh

Answer A
Explanation Lt Gen KJS Dhillon is appointed as the Director-General Defence Intelligence
Agency (DG DIA) and Deputy Chief of Integrated Defence Staff (Intelligence) (DCIDS) on 9
March. The department functions under the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) in the newly created
Department of Military Affairs. He will assume the charge soon.

70) NIHFW was formed by the merger of _________.
A.National Institute of Health Administration; National Institute of Family Planning
B.National Institute of Health Administration and Education; National Institute of Health
Administration
C.National Institute of Health Administration and Education; National Institute of Family
Planning

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 9 - March 15, 2020)

D.National Institute of Health Administration and Education; National Institute of Health,
Policy, and Management

Answer C
Explanation National Institute of Health and Family Welfare Delhi (NIHFW) was formed on 9
March 1977 by the merger of the National Institute of Health Administration and Education
(NIHAE) and the National Institute of Family Planning (NIFP). NIHFW functions under the
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, GoI. It acts as the apex technical institute and a think tank
for the promotion of health and family welfare programs in the country.

71) When was Defence Intelligence Agency established?
A.1999
B.2002
C.2009
D.2018

Answer A
Explanation Upon the recommendations of a Group of Ministers, which looked into lapses
leading to the Kargil intrusion in 1999, DIA was established in 2002. DIA is the nodal agency for
all defence related intelligence that collects information technically and through satellites to
safeguard the interest of the country.

72) Who released the Gender Social Norms Index (GSNI)?
A.UNDP
B.WHO
C.IUCN
D.UNICEF

Answer A
Explanation United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) released the new Gender Social
Norms Index (GSNI) on 5 March. The report stated that gender disparity still exists in every
country.

73) Where was the Exercise SAREX 2020 held?
A.Chennai
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B.Kochi
C.Goa
D.Visakhapatnam

Answer C
Explanation National level Search, and Rescue Exercise and Workshop (Exercise SAREX 2020)
concluded in the sea at Vasco, Goa. The Exercise was conducted by the Indian Coast Guard
(ICG). It was carried out on 5-7 March.

74) Who conducted the National level Search and Rescue Exercise and
Workshop (Exercise SAREX 2020)?
A.CAPF
B.CISF
C.CRPF
D.ICG

Answer D
Explanation National level Search, and Rescue Exercise and Workshop (Exercise SAREX 2020)
concluded in the sea at Vasco, Goa. The Exercise was conducted by the Indian Coast Guard
(ICG). It was carried out on 5-7 March.

75) The UN's ________ session of the Commission on the Status of Women
(CSW64) adopted a stripped-down political declaration on women's rights.
A.50th
B.56th
C.64th
D.80th

Answer C
Explanation The UN's 64th session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW64) was
held on 9 March 2020 in New York, US. During the meeting, the United Nations adopted a
stripped-down political declaration on women's rights. The declaration sought to preserve gains
under threat but does not advocate new ways to ensure progress toward equality.
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76) When was the SAREX exercise conducted for the first time?
A.2000
B.2003
C.2006
D.2010

Answer B
Explanation SAREX is a biennial exercise that is conducted by the Indian Coast Guard under the
aegis of the National Maritime Search and Rescue Board (NMSARB). The Exercise has been
conducted since 2003 under the Chairmanship of Director General K Natarajan, ICG.

77) Who became Asia's richest man as per Bloomberg Billionaires Index?
A.Mukesh Ambani
B.Jack Ma
C.Ma Huateng
D.Daniel Zhang

Answer B
Explanation Bloomberg Billionaires Index reported that Jack Ma became Asia's richest man.
Mukesh Ambani, who stood as Asia's richest man, has moved to the second position after oil
prices collapsed along with global stocks. The novel coronavirus erased $5.8 billion from
Ambani's net worth on and pushed him to No.2 on the list of Asia's richest people.

78) Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) is headquartered at ________.
A.Aizawl
B.New Delhi
C.Dehradun
D.Mumbai

Answer B
Explanation Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) was established on 10 March 1969. It is a
Central Armed Police Force (CAPF) in India. There are around 2,800 personnel in CISF. It
functions under the Ministry of Home Affairs. CISF is headquartered in New Delhi. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah is the Minister in charge of the force. The Director-General of CISF is Rajesh
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Ranjan, IPS.

79) Who is the founder of Alibaba Group Holding Ltd.?
A.Daniel Zhang
B.Jack Ma
C.Joseph C. Tsai
D.Jonathan Lu

Answer B
Explanation Jack Ma is the founder of Alibaba Group Holding Ltd. He topped the list with a
$44.5 billion fortune, which is $2.6 billion more than Ambani. Earlier, in mid-2018, Ma topped
the list.

80) Who was awarded the BBC Indian Sportswoman of the Year 2019?
A.Dutee Chand
B.Manasi Joshi
C.PV Sindhu
D.Vinesh Phogat

Answer C
Explanation Top Indian shuttler PV Sindhu won the BBC Indian Sportswoman of the Year
2019. The award ceremony was hosted by BBC Director-General Tony Hall.

81) Where was the Indo-Thai workshop on stellar variability and star
formation held?
A.Uttarakhand
B.Himachal Pradesh
C.Assam
D.Manipur

Answer A
Explanation Indo-Thai workshop on stellar variability & star formation was held at ARIES,
Nainital, Uttarakhand. The one-day workshop was organized by Aryabhatta Research Institute of
Observational Sciences (ARIES), Department of Science and Technology (DST), that functions
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under the Ministry of Science & Technology.

82) Who was awarded the BBC Lifetime Achievement Award?
A.Karnam Malleswari
B.PT Usha
C.Anju Bobby George
D.K. M. Beenamol

Answer B
Explanation Veteran athlete PT Usha was awarded BBC Lifetime Achievement Award. She was
awarded for her contribution to Indian sports and for inspiring generations of players.

83) Infosys has partnered with ________ to offer smart cities solutions through
Qualcomm's accelerator program.
A.IBM
B.Microsoft
C.Qualcomm
D.Intel

Answer C
Explanation Software major Infosys partnered with the US-based chipmaker Qualcomm to offer
smart cities solutions through Qualcomm's accelerator program. The partnership will provide
solutions for smart stadiums, smart venues, and smart event management.

84) When was Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences
(ARIES) established?
A.1954
B.1960
C.1963
D.1970

Answer A
Explanation Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences (ARIES) was established
on 20 April 1954.
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85) UNCTAD stated that FDI inflows dropped by _______ due to CoronaVirus
outbreak.
A.5%
B.10%
C.15%
D.20%

Answer C
Explanation The UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) has issued a warning
that global foreign direct investment (FDI) could drop by up to 15% on previous estimates due to
the Coronavirus outbreak.

86) ARIES functions under _______.
A.Ministry of Defence
B.Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
C.Ministry of Earth Science
D.Ministry of Science & Technology

Answer D
Explanation Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences (ARIES) is an autonomous
body that functions under the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Ministry of Science
& Technology. The research institute specializes in Astrophysics, Astronomy, and Atmospheric
Sciences.

87) When was the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
established?
A.1960
B.1964
C.1972
D.1980

Answer B
Explanation The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) was
established in 1964 as a permanent intergovernmental body.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 9 - March 15, 2020)

88) Where is Nanital located?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Assam
C.Uttarakhand
D.Gujarat

Answer C
Explanation Nainital is a Himalayan resort town in the Kumaon region of India's Uttarakhand
state, at an elevation of roughly 2,000m. Formerly a British hill station, it's set around Nainital
Lake, a popular boating site with Naina Devi Hindu Temple on its north shore.

89) Who has resigned his position as BCCI vice president?
A.Jot Singh Gunsola
B.Mahim Verma
C.Rajiv Shukla
D.Prithvi Kumar

Answer B
Explanation The current Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) vice president Mahim
Verma is to resign from his post. The announcement comes after his win in the election for the
post of secretary at the Cricket Association of Uttarakhand (CAU).

90) The _______ Bengaluru INDIA Nano conference and exhibition was held
in Bengaluru.
A.7th
B.11th
C.14th
D.15th

Answer B
Explanation Eleventh Bengaluru INDIA Nano conference and exhibition showcased
technologies and products developed by academia and companies in nanotechnology.
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91) Mahim Verma, who resigned his position as BCCI Vice president, has won
the election and elect as the secretary at _______.
A.Cricket Association of Madhya Pradesh
B.Cricket Association of Uttar Pradesh
C.Cricket Association of Maharashtra
D.Cricket Association of Uttarakhand

Answer D
Explanation The current Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) vice president Mahim
Verma is to resign from his post. The announcement comes after his win in the election for the
post of secretary at the Cricket Association of Uttarakhand (CAU).

92) Who organized the Bengaluru INDIA Nano conference and exhibition?
A.Department of Science and Technology
B.Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research
C.Government of Karnataka
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Eleventh Bengaluru INDIA Nano conference and exhibition showcased
technologies and products developed by academia and companies in nanotechnology. The threeday event was organized by the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of
Karnataka, and Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research (JNCASR), in
association with other Govt Institutions and corporate companies.

93) When was the Cricket Association of Uttarakhand (CAU) established?
A.2000
B.2004
C.2006
D.2010

Answer A
Explanation Cricket Association of Uttarakhand (CAU) was established in 2000 at Raipur,
Chhattisgarh. CAU is the governing authority of the cricket activities in Uttarakhand. In 2019,
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CAU was affiliated with the BCCI.

94) Government-issued industrial licenses to _______ companies to
manufacture Bullet Proof Jackets (BPJs).
A.10
B.15
C.20
D.25

Answer B
Explanation Government-issued industrial licenses to 15 companies to manufacture Bullet Proof
Jackets (BPJs) on 11 March. The announcement was made by Minister of Defence Rajnath
Singh.

95) Where were the Asian Boxing Olympic qualifiers held in March 2020?
A.Dakar
B.Amman
C.London
D.Buenos Aires

Answer B
Explanation Asian Boxing Olympic qualifiers were held in Amman, Jordan, in March 2020.
Five qualification series of Tokyo 2020 Olympic Qualification Tournaments are conducted across
all continents and 286 Olympic spots. The qualification series is hosted at Dakar, Amman,
London, Buenos Aires, and Paris.

96) Who developed the ARI-516, a hybrid variety of grapes?
A.Agharkar Research Institute
B.Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
C.Harish-Chandra Research Institute
D.Central Research Institute

Answer A
Explanation Scientists from the Agharkar Research Institute (ARI) have developed a hybrid
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variety of grapes, ARI-516. It is resistant to fungal diseases, high yielding, and has excellent juice
quality.

97) Where is Amman located?
A.Jordan
B.Israel
C.Cairo
D.Iraq

Answer A
Explanation Amman, the capital of Jordan, is a modern city with numerous ancient ruins. Atop
Jabal al-Qala'a hill, the historic Citadel, includes the pillars of the Roman Temple of Hercules and
the 8th-century Umayyad Palace complex, known for its grand dome. Built into a different
downtown hillside, the Roman Theater is a 6,000-capacity, 2nd-century stone amphitheater
offering occasional events.

98) Who has become the second person to be ever cured of HIV?
A.Trevis Smith
B.Nushawn Williams
C.Adam Castillejo
D.Valentino Talluto

Answer C
Explanation The journal The Lancet HIV reported that Adam Castillejo, London, has become
the second person to be ever cured of HIV. He was previously known as "London patient." The
40-year-old was first diagnosed with HIV in 2003. He underwent a special bone-marrow
transplant. After that, he had been free from HIV for 18 months. After 12 months, now, he indeed
represent a cure.

99) Which armed separatist outfit disbanded itself as per the agreement signed
on 27 January?
A.United National Liberation Front
B.National Democratic Front of Boroland
C.Karbi Longri N.C. Hills Liberation Front
D.Harkat-ul-Mujahideen
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Answer B
Explanation The National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) has disbanded itself at two
different locations in the last 24 hours. This was done as per the clause in the memorandum of
settlement (MOS) signed by NDFB's four factions and other Bodo stakeholders with the
government on 27 January.

100) Centre approved the National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) 's
proposal to construct the first phase of a new highway at a distance from Delhi
to ________.
A.Baghpat
B.Dehradun
C.Loni
D.Saharanpur

Answer A
Explanation Centre approved the National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) to construct the
first phase of a new highway at a distance of almost 170km. The highway will connect east
Delhi's Akshardham to Uttarakhand's Dehradun. The first phase will connect Akshardham with
west Uttar Pradesh's Baghpat by a six-lane highway.

101) Who instituted the Shakti Award?
A.CISF
B.CRPF
C.ITBP
D.CAPF

Answer B
Explanation The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) has instituted a special 'Shakti Award.' It
will be annually presented to chosen personnel who works for the empowerment of women.

102) When was the National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) formed?
A.1970
B.1975
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C.1986
D.1991

Answer C
Explanation National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) was formed on 3 October 1986.
NDFB is an armed separatist outfit. It seeks to obtain a sovereign Boroland for the Bodo people.
GoI has designated NDFB as a terrorist organization.

103) Conservationist stated that _______ only female white Giraffe and her
calf had been killed by poachers.
A.Siberia
B.Kenya
C.Cyprus
D.Malta

Answer B
Explanation Conservationist stated that Kenya's only female white Giraffe and her calf had been
killed by poachers. White giraffes are rare animals that aren't found anywhere else in the world.
Now, only one white Giraffe, a lone male borne by the same slaughtered female, is alive.

104) What is the reason for the alabaster colour of White Giraffe?
A.albinism
B.melanism
C.leucism
D.pigmentation

Answer C
Explanation The alabaster colour of White Giraffe is caused not by albinism but a condition
known as leucism, which means they continue to produce dark pigment in their soft tissue, giving
them dark eyes.

105) Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 's Shakti Award will be awarded on
_______ every year.
A.10 March
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B.8 March
C.15 March
D.19 March

Answer D
Explanation The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) has instituted a special 'Shakti Award.' It
will be annually presented to chosen personnel who works for the empowerment of women. The
award was announced on International Women's Day on 8 March. The award will be conferred
every year on 19 March, the CRPF Raising Day.

106) National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has proposed to construct
a new highway that connects Akshardham to _________.
A.Dehradun
B.Manali
C.Ranchi
D.Bikaner

Answer A
Explanation Centre approved the National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) to construct the
first phase of a new highway at a distance of almost 170km. The highway will connect east
Delhi's Akshardham to Uttarakhand's Dehradun.

107) ________ has unanimously adopted a United States' resolution that
supports a recent deal between the US and the Afghan Taliban.
A.FATF
B.UNHRSC
C.IAEA
D.UNSC

Answer D
Explanation United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has unanimously adopted a United States'
resolution that supports a recent deal between the US and the Afghan Taliban, which is a rare
endorsement of an agreement with a militant group. The US military has started to withdraw its
troops per the agreement signed in the 29 February pact with the Taliban.
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108) ARI-516 is a hybrid variety of _______.
A.paddy
B.rice
C.mango
D.grapes

Answer D
Explanation Scientists from the Agharkar Research Institute (ARI) have developed a hybrid
variety of grapes, ARI-516. It is resistant to fungal diseases, high yielding, and has excellent juice
quality.

109) When did CRPF raise the world's first all-women battalion with a
strength of over 1,000 personnel?
A.1968
B.1973
C.1986
D.1991

Answer C
Explanation CRPF has raised the world's first all-women battalion with a strength of over 1,000
personnel in 1986. Currently, there are six such battalions.

110) The Government of India, Government of Himachal Pradesh, signed a
loan agreement with the ________ for the Integrated Project for Source
Sustainability and Climate Resilient Rain-Fed Agriculture.
A.World Bank
B.ADB
C.NABARD
D.RBI

Answer A
Explanation The Government of India, Government of Himachal Pradesh, signed an $80 million
loan agreement with the World Bank on 11 March 2020. The Integrated Project for Source
Sustainability and Climate Resilient Rain-Fed Agriculture will be implemented in 428 Gram
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Panchayats in 10 districts in Himachal Pradesh.

111) ________ have developed a new method to rapidly identify and check
whether a disease-causing bacterium is alive or dead.
A.IIT-Madras
B.IIT-Kharagpur
C.AIIMS
D.IISc

Answer D
Explanation Researchers at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) have developed a new method
to rapidly identify and check whether a disease-causing bacterium is alive or dead. The
uniqueness of the method is the rapidity and sensitivity of the method.

112) How much is the World Bank to offer to Government of Himachal
Pradesh for the Integrated Project for Source Sustainability and Climate
Resilient Rain-Fed Agriculture?
A.$30 million
B.$50 million
C.$80 million
D.$90 million

Answer C
Explanation The Government of India, Government of Himachal Pradesh, signed an $80 million
loan agreement with the World Bank on 11 March 2020. The aim is to improve water
management practices and increase agricultural productivity in selected Gram Panchayats in
Himachal Pradesh. The Integrated Project for Source Sustainability and Climate Resilient RainFed Agriculture will be implemented in 428 Gram Panchayats in 10 districts in Himachal
Pradesh.

113) World Health Organization (WHO) declared the novel coronavirus,
COVID-19, as ________.
A.epidemic
B.pandemic
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C.terrific
D.infestation

Answer B
Explanation The World Health Organization (WHO) declared the novel coronavirus,
COVID-19, a pandemic on 11 March. The infectious disease has spread freely in more than 100
countries around the world.

114) When was International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(IBRD) established?
A.1944
B.1953
C.1948
D.1950

Answer A
Explanation International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) was established in
1944. IBRD offers a number of financial services and products, lends loans to middle-income
developing countries.

115) Wings India 2020 is being held in _______.
A.Mumbai
B.Kolkata
C.Hyderabad
D.Chennai

Answer C
Explanation Wings India 2020, an international conference and exhibition on the Civil Aviation
sector, has begun on 12 March in Begumpet Airport, Hyderabad, India. The conference will be
held from 12-15 March 2020.

116) How many member countries are there in the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD)?
A.65

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 9 - March 15, 2020)

B.94
C.143
D.189

Answer D
Explanation International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) was established in
1944. IBRD has 189 member countries. IBRD offers a number of financial services and products,
lends loans to middle-income developing countries.

117) Who organized the Wings India 2020?
A.Ministry of Civil Aviation
B.Airports Authority of India
C.Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Wings India 2020, an international conference and exhibition on the Civil Aviation
sector, has begun on 12 March in Begumpet Airport, Hyderabad, India. The conference will be
held from 12-15 March 2020. The biennial event is organized by the Ministry of Civil Aviation
and Airports Authority of India (AAI) along with the Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI).

118) When is the World Kidney Day observed?
A.5 March
B.12 March
C.15 March
D.20 March

Answer A
Explanation World Kidney Day is observed on 12 March. It is celebrated on the second
Thursday of March every year. The day aims to create awareness and educate people about the
importance of kidneys to overall health and to reduce the frequency and impact of kidney disease
and associated health problems worldwide.

119) Where is the Hola Mohalla festival celebrated?
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A.Gujarat
B.Punjab
C.Tripura
D.Assam

Answer B
Explanation Hola Mohalla festival was celebrated at Anandpur Sahib Punjab from 10-12 March
2020. Hola Mohalla is a Sikh festival celebrated in the month of Phalguna, a day after Holi.

120) When was the #MyGr8Rule challenge launched?
A.December 2019
B.January 2020
C.February 2020
D.March 2020

Answer C
Explanation World Kidney Day is observed on 12 March. It is celebrated on the second
Thursday of March every year. The day aims to create awareness and educate people about the
importance of kidneys to overall health and to reduce the frequency and impact of kidney disease
and associated health problems worldwide. As a part of the 2020 campaign, the #MyGr8Rule
challenge was launched on 8 February.

121) Hola Mohalla is a ______ festival.
A.Christian
B.Hindu
C.Buddhist
D.Sikh

Answer D
Explanation Hola Mohalla festival was celebrated at Anandpur Sahib Punjab from 10-12 March
2020. Hola Mohalla is a Sikh festival celebrated in the month of Phalguna, a day after Holi.

122) What is the theme of the 2020 World Kidney Day?
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A.Kidney Health for Everyone Everywhere
B.Kidney Health for Everyone Everywherefrom Prevention to Detection and Equitable Access
to Care
C.Kidneys And Women's Health: Include, Value, Empower
D.Kidney Disease & Obesity. Healthy Lifestyle for Healthy Kidneys

Answer B
Explanation The theme of the 2020 World Kidney day is "Kidney Health for Everyone
Everywherefrom Prevention to Detection and Equitable Access to Care." The theme stresses the
need to strive for kidney health for everyone everywhere. The theme also highlights to focus on
the importance of preventive interventions to avert the onset and progression of kidney disease.

123) Who initiated the Hola Mohalla festival?
A.Guru Gobind Singh
B.Guru Tegh Bahadur
C.Guru Hargobind
D.Guru Arjan

Answer A
Explanation Hola Mohalla was instituted by the tenth Sikh Guru, Gobind Singh, in 1757 AD. It
was started to revive the spirit of Holi and weave its essence into a festival created in the Khalsa
traditions. It began as a gathering of Sikhs for military exercises and mock battles on the next day
of Holi.

124) Who instituted World Kidney Day?
A.International Society of Nephrology (ISN)
B.International Federation of Kidney Foundations (IFKF)
C.International Kidney Care (IKC)
D.A&B

Answer D
Explanation World Kidney Day was jointly instituted by the International Society of Nephrology
(ISN) and the International Federation of Kidney Foundations (IFKF). The day was first observed
in 2006 by 66 countries.
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125) When was the Hola Mohalla festival instituted?
A.1757 AD
B.1790 AD
C.1835 AD
D.1860 AD

Answer A
Explanation Hola Mohalla was instituted by the tenth Sikh Guru, Gobind Singh, in 1757 AD. It
was started to revive the spirit of Holi and weave its essence into a festival created in the Khalsa
traditions. It began as a gathering of Sikhs for military exercises and mock battles on the next day
of Holi. The festival reminds the people of valour and defence preparedness. Recently, the Indian
Government accorded the Holla Mohalla festival the status of a "National Festival."

126) When was the World Kidney Day first observed?
A.2000
B.2004
C.2006
D.2009

Answer C
Explanation World Kidney Day was jointly instituted by the International Society of Nephrology
(ISN) and the International Federation of Kidney Foundations (IFKF). The day was first observed
in 2006 by 66 countries.

127) Nihang Singhs are the members of the ______ army.
A.British
B.Mughal
C.Sikh
D.Parsis

Answer C
Explanation Nihang Singhs are the members of the Sikh army that was founded by Guru Govind
Singh.
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128) Which state is to host the first-ever regional event, "Divya Kala Shakti:
Witnessing the abilities in disabilities a unique cultural"?
A.Kerala
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Haryana

Answer C
Explanation Tamil Nadu State government is to host the first-ever regional event "Divya Kala
Shakti: Witnessing the abilities in disabilities a unique cultural" event at Kalaivanar Arangam,
Chennai on 12 March 2020. The event will be witnessed by Governor of Tamil Nadu Shri
Banwarilal Purohit.

129) The Major Port Authorities Bill, 2020 proposes to repeal ________.
A.Major Port Trusts Act, 1963
B.Major Port Trusts Act, 1970
C.Major Port Trusts Act, 1974
D.Major Port Trusts Act, 1980

Answer A
Explanation The Major Port Authorities Bill, 2020, was introduced in the Lok Sabha on 12
March. The Bill was introduced by the Union Shipping Minister Mansukh Mandaviya. The Bill
proposes to repeal the Major Port Trusts Act, 1963.

130) Who is to organized the Divya Kala Shakti: Witnessing the abilities in
disabilities a unique culture?
A.National Institute for Empowerment of Persons with Multiple Disabilities
B.Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
C.IIT-Madras
D.A&B

Answer D
Explanation Tamil Nadu State government is to host the first-ever regional event "Divya Kala
Shakti: Witnessing the abilities in disabilities a unique cultural" event at Kalaivanar Arangam,
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Chennai on 12 March 2020. The event is organized by the National Institute for Empowerment of
Persons with Multiple Disabilities (Divyangjan) (NIEPMD), Chennai, in collaboration with the
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyagjan), Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment, GoI.

131) According to KPMG's "2020 Global Technology Industry Innovation
Survey" report, India has ranked ______ as the most promising source of
disruptive technology in the world.
A.2nd
B.5th
C.7th
D.9th

Answer A
Explanation According to KPMG's "2020 Global Technology Industry Innovation Survey"
report, India has shared the second position with China as the most promising source of
disruptive technology in the world.

132) The national event for the 6th International Day of Yoga is to be held in
________.
A.Raipur
B.Jaipur
C.Leh
D.Srinagar

Answer C
Explanation Leh is to host the main national event for the sixth International Day of Yoga (IDY)
on 21 June 2020. The event on the day will be led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. This was
announced by the Union Minister of AYUSH Shripad Naik.

133) India has ranked _________ as the better-performing countries in the
Animal Protection Index (API).
A.2nd
B.7th
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C.14th
D.20th

Answer A
Explanation The international animal welfare charity, World Animal Protection, released the
global Animal Protection Index 2020. India has ranked second as the better-performing countries
in the Animal Protection Index (API).

134) Who is to lead the International Day of Yoga?
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.Prime Minister Narendra Modi
C.President of the US Donald Trump
D.Minister of AYUSH

Answer B
Explanation Leh is to host the main national event for the sixth International Day of Yoga (IDY)
on 21 June 2020. The event on the day will be led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. This was
announced by the Union Minister of AYUSH Shripad Naik.

135) Who was honoured with the Highest Civilian Award "Golden Jubilee
Medal-Civilians" of Uganda?
A.Rajesh Chaplot
B.S. Chandrasekhar
C.Rohinton Mistry
D.Venkatraman Ramakrishnan

Answer A
Explanation Rajesh Chaplot, a distinguished Non-Resident Indian (NRI) businessman, was
honoured with the Highest Civilian Award "Golden Jubilee Medal-Civilians" of Uganda. The
award was conferred by the President of Uganda, Yoweri Museveni, in a ceremony in Kampala.
Chaplot was awarded for his excellence in the field of Business and Commerce, Social Service
and for fostering better India-Uganda ties.

136) Which state implemented happy hour for autorickshaws?
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A.Karnataka
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Gujarat
D.Maharashtra

Answer D
Explanation Maharashtra State government approved the implementation of "happy hour" for
autorickshaws. The move was recommended by Khatua panel, which is led by retired IAS officer
BC Khatua and the four-members of the panel.

137) ________ has entered Limca Book of Records (LBR).
A.culinary museum in WGSHA
B.culinary museum in MCDA
C.culinary museum in MCA
D.culinary museum in WBRCC

Answer A
Explanation The culinary museum in Welcomgroup Graduate School of Hotel Administration
(WGSHA), Karnataka, has been listed in Limca Book of Records as India's First Living Culinary
Arts Museum. The process for making WGSHA's culinary museum to enter into the popular
Limca Book of Records (LBR) started in 2019.

138) The Maharashtra government resolution stated that fares would be
slashed by _______ between 12 noon and 4 pm, barring the minimum fare first
1.5 km.
A.10%
B.15%
C.20%
D.25%

Answer B
Explanation Maharashtra State government approved the implementation of "happy hour" for
autorickshaws. The government resolution stated that fares would be slashed by 15% between 12
noon and 4 pm, barring the minimum fare first 1.5 km.
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139) India is to invoke ______ up on the outbreak of COVID-19.
A.Epidemic Diseases Act 1888
B.Epidemic Diseases Act 1897
C.Epidemic Diseases Act 1901
D.Epidemic Diseases Act 1910

Answer B
Explanation GoI is to invoke provisions of Section 2 of the Epidemic Diseases Act 1897. The
123-year old Law is to be invoked in order to limit the spread of the outbreak. The announcement
comes after WHO declaring COVID-19 as GLOBAL PANDEMIC.

140) Bi-luminescent security ink developed by CSIR-NPL glows in ______
when illuminated 254 nanometers (nm).
A.red
B.blue
C.white
D.violet

Answer A
Explanation Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR)-National Physical Laboratory
(NPL), along with the Academy of Scientific and Innovative Research, Ghaziabad has developed
a bi-luminescent security ink. The ink appears white in normal light. But the ink glows in red and
green colours when illuminated by two different excitation sources at 254 nanometers (nm) and
365 nm, respectively.

141) The ________ Foundation Day of National Archives of India (NAI) was
observed on 11 March 2020.
A.75th
B.100th
C.130th
D.150th

Answer C
Explanation National Archives of India's (NAI) exhibition on Jallianwala Bagh was inaugurated
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by the Joint Secretary of Ministry of Culture Shri P.L. Sahu during the 130th Foundation Day of
NAI at the premises of National Archives, New Delhi on 11 March. NAI's exhibition will remain
open for public viewing until 30 April 2020.

142) Bi-luminescent security ink developed by CSIR-NPL glows in ______
when illuminated 365 nanometers (nm).
A.indigo
B.green
C.pink
D.yellow

Answer B
Explanation Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR)-National Physical Laboratory
(NPL), along with the Academy of Scientific and Innovative Research, Ghaziabad has developed
a bi-luminescent security ink. The ink appears white in normal light. But the ink glows in red and
green colours when illuminated by two different excitation sources at 254 nanometers (nm) and
365 nm, respectively.

143) ________ has developed bi-luminescent security ink to curb fake printing
of Passports and counterfeiting of currency notes.
A.Lac Ink Limited
B.IIT-Kharagpur
C.CSIR-NPL
D.IIT-Roorkee

Answer C
Explanation Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR)-National Physical Laboratory
(NPL), along with the Academy of Scientific and Innovative Research, Ghaziabad has developed
a bi-luminescent security ink. The special safety ink can be used to check the authenticity of
passports, Government documents, tamper-evident labels, identity cards, etc.

144) _______ launched a tool to help developers make websites more colorblind friendly.
A.Yahoo
B.Google
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C.Yandex
D.Bing

Answer B
Explanation Google launched a new Chrome tool that will allow developers to tune their
websites for visual impairments like color blindness to help them fix accessibility issues on their
sites.

145) When was the Jallianwala Bagh massacre happen?
A.9 February 1905
B.14 April 1919
C.30 May 1924
D.6 June 1919

Answer B
Explanation The Jallianwala Bagh massacre or the Amritsar massacre, took place on 13 April
1919 when troops of the British Indian Army under the command of Colonel Reginald Dyer fired
rifles into a crowd of Indians, who had gathered in Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar, Punjab.

146) Mumbai Central Terminus station is to be renamed as _______.
A.Nana Shankarseth Terminus Station
B.Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy Terminus Station
C.Bhau Daji Lad Terminus Station
D.Dadabhai Naoroji Terminus Station

Answer A
Explanation The Maharashtra state cabinet government approved the renaming Mumbai Central
Terminus station as Nana Shankarseth Terminus Station or Jagannath Sunkersett. The proposal
will be sent to the Ministry of Railways for its approval. The proposal was initiated by the
transport ministry headed by Anil Parab.

147) The Mineral Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2020 will replace _________.
A.Mines & Mineral (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957
B.The Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015
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C.Coal, Mineral & Power (Amendment) Act, 2018
D.A&B

Answer D
Explanation Parliament passed the Mineral Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2020, on 12 March. The
Bill will replace the ordinance passed for the amendment of the Mines & Mineral (Development
and Regulation) Act 1957 and The Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015. The Bill was
already passed by Lok Sabha on 6 March 2020. The Bill was introduced by the Union Minister of
Coal & Mines Sh. Pralhad Joshi.

148) Who founded the Indian Railway Association?
A.Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy
B.Jamsetji Tata
C.Jaganath Shunkerseth
D.A&C

Answer D
Explanation In 1845, along with Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy, Hon. Jaganath Shunkerseth (known as
Nana Shankarsheth) formed the Indian Railway Association.

149) Who launched the Crime Multi-Agency Centre (Cri-MAC)?
A.National Crime Records Bureau
B.Central Intelligence Agency
C.Central Bureau of Investigation
D.National Investigation Agency

Answer A
Explanation National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) launched Crime Multi-Agency Centre
(Cri-MAC) and National Cybercrime Training Centre (NCTC) on 12 March during the
celebration of its 35th Inception Day. It was launched by Union Minister of State for Home Shri
Nityanand Rai.

150) Who is the father of Indian Railways?
A.Lord Charles Canning
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B.Lord Bentinck
C.Lord Dalhousie
D.Lord Warren Hastings

Answer C
Explanation Lord Dalhousie is known as the father of Indian Railways.

151) When was the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) established?
A.1963
B.1975
C.1986
D.1992

Answer C
Explanation National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) was established on 11 March 1986. It is
headquartered in New Delhi. The current Director of NCRB is Ramphal Pawar.

152) When was the Indian Railway Association?
A.1845
B.1853
C.1866
D.1887

Answer A
Explanation In 1845, along with Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy, Hon. Jaganath Shunkerseth (known as
Nana Shankarsheth) formed the Indian Railway Association.

153) National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) celebrated its ______ Inception
Day in 2020.
A.35th
B.40th
C.42nd
D.48th
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Answer A
Explanation National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) launched Crime Multi-Agency Centre
(Cri-MAC) and National Cybercrime Training Centre (NCTC) on 12 March during the
celebration of its 35th Inception Day. It was launched by Union Minister of State for Home Shri
Nityanand Rai. NCRB was established on 11 March 1986. It is headquartered in New Delhi. The
current Director of NCRB is Ramphal Pawar.

154) Who is appointed as the first-ever Chief Scientific Officer (CSO) of
Microsoft?
A.Steve Ballmer
B.Eric Horvitz
C.Satya Nadella
D.Donald Sterling

Answer B
Explanation Microsoft has appointed Eric Horvitz as its first-ever Chief Scientific Officer
(CSO). He will provide cross-company leadership on advances and trends on scientific matters
and on issues and opportunities arising at the intersection of technology people and society.

155) National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) functions under ________.
A.Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
B.Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances, and Pensions
C.Ministry of Home Affairs
D.Ministry of Law and Justice

Answer C
Explanation National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) was established on 11 March 1986. It is
headquartered in New Delhi. The current Director of NCRB is Ramphal Pawar. National Crime
Records Bureau functions under the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).

156) Tritanopia is a condition where a person cannot distinguish the colors
blue and ________.
A.red
B.green
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C.yellow
D.indigo

Answer C
Explanation Tritanopia is a condition where a person cannot distinguish the colors blue and
yellow.

157) Which is the second most important greenhouse gas?
A.Carbon monoxide
B.Methane
C.Ozone
D.Nitrous oxide

Answer B
Explanation Methane (CH4) is the second most important greenhouse gas. It is more potent than
CO2 but exists in far lower concentrations in the atmosphere.

158) Who ordered the Jallianwala Bagh massacre?
A.General ReginaldDalhousie
B.General ReginaldHastings
C.General Reginald Sanders
D.General Reginald Dyer

Answer D
Explanation The Jallianwala Bagh massacre, also known as the Amritsar massacre, took place
on 13 April 1919, when Acting Brigadier-General Reginald Dyer ordered troops of the British
Indian Army to fire their rifles into a crowd of unarmed Indian civilians in Jallianwala Bagh,
Amritsar, Punjab, killing at least 400 people.

159) What is the total budget outlay of the Fortification of Rice and its
Distribution under the PDS scheme?
A.Rs.140.64 crore
B.Rs.174.64 crore
C.Rs.225.64 crore
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D.Rs.289.64 crore

Answer B
Explanation Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Department of Food &
Public Distribution has approved the Centrally Sponsored Pilot Scheme on "Fortification of Rice
and its Distribution under Public Distribution System (PDS)" for a period of three years
beginning from 2019-20. The total budget outlay of the Fortification of Rice and its Distribution
under the PDS scheme is Rs.174.64 Crore.

160) Scientists have discovered that Methanotrophic bacteria metabolize and
convert methane into _______.
A.carbon dioxide
B.Dinitrogen tetroxide
C.Nitrogen dioxide
D.Hydrogen sulfide

Answer A
Explanation Scientists at Agharkar Research Institute (ARI), Pune have isolated 45 different
strains of methanotrophic bacteria. These bacteria have been found to be capable of reducing
methane emissions from rice plants. Methanotrophic bacteria metabolize and convert methane
into carbon-di-oxide (CO2).

161) Ministry of road transport is to prepare draft norms after a panel of
ophthalmologists from _______ gave its recommendations on the issue of
approving licence for the persons with Colour blindness.
A.IISc
B.AIIMS
C.JIPMER
D.Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital & Research Centre

Answer B
Explanation Government is planning to approve licence for the persons with Colour blindness.
People with a mild or moderate colour vision deficiency may get to drive commercial vehicles
too. Ministry of road transport is to prepare draft norms after a panel of ophthalmologists from
AIIMS gave its recommendations on this issue.
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162) Santu Mukhopadhyay who passed away recently was a _______.
A.dancer
B.poet
C.politician
D.actor

Answer D
Explanation Veteran Bengali actor Santu Mukhopadhyay passed away on 11 March at South
Kolkata. He was 69 years old. He died due to prolonged ailments. He who was known for his
works in films such as Sansar Simante and Bhalobasa Bhalobasa.

163) The Department of Posts has introduced a free digital parcel locker
service in ________.
A.Kolkata
B.Bengaluru
C.Mumbai
D.Hyderabad

Answer A
Explanation The Department of Posts has introduced a free digital parcel locker service in the
city from 11 March for the first time in India. The Chief Post Master General, West Bengal
Circle, Gautam Bhattacharya, inaugurated the service from the Nabadiganta IT Post Office. Free
digital parcel locker facility will be available in two post offices in Kolkata, one in the
Nabadiganta IT Post Office in Sector 5 of Salt Lake City and two another in New Town.

164) Centre approved a ______ hike in Dearness Allowance (DA) to 21% for
48 lakh government employees and 65 lakh pensioners.
A.4%
B.8%
C.6%
D.10%

Answer A
Explanation The Union Cabinet approved a 4% hike in Dearness Allowance (DA) to 21% for 48
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lakh government employees and 65 lakh pensioners. The announcement was made by the Union
I&B Minister Prakash Javadekar.

165) Tiger Woods is to be inducted into the World Golf Hall of fame in its class
of ________.
A.2021
B.2022
C.2023
D.2024

Answer A
Explanation Tiger Woods is to be inducted into the World Golf Hall of fame in its class of 2021.

166) Who is the President of Madagascar?
A.Christian Ntsay
B.Hery Rajaonarimampianina
C.Andry Rajoelina
D.Didier Ratsiraka

Answer B
Explanation Andry Nirina Rajoelina is a Malagasy politician, businessman, and the current
president of Madagascar. He started his career in the private sector, first organizing events on the
Island, and then investing in the advertising business and the media.

167) Tiger woods is a/an _______ golf player.
A.Spanish
B.American
C.African
D.Canadian

Answer B
Explanation Eldrick Tont Woods, nicknamed as Tiger, is a USA's professional golf player. He
ranks second in both major championships and the Professional Golfers' Association of America
(PGA). He holds numerous records in golf and is considered one of the greatest golfers of all

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 9 - March 15, 2020)

time.

168) The age of entry for induction into the World Golf Hall of fame is to be
lowered from 50 to _______.
A.40
B.45
C.48
D.43

Answer B
Explanation The age of entry for induction into the World Golf Hall of fame is to be lowered
from 50 to 45.

169) In which of the following exoplanet, it rains iron?
A.TRES-90
B.NYHU-B30
C.ZSYU-98
D.WASP-76b

Answer D
Explanation Astronomers from Spain's Institute of Astrophysics of the Canary Islands (IAC) has
discovered an exoplanet WASP-76b where it "rains iron." The conditions of the exoplanet was
discovered by Echelle Spectrograph for Rocky Exoplanets and Stable Spectroscopic Observations
(ESPRESSO). The high-resolution instrument is installed on the European Southern
Observatory's Very Large Telescope (VLT) in Chile.

170) A newly discovered species of treehopper was named after _______ by
Brendan Morris.
A.Lady Gaga
B.Katy Perry
C.Madonna
D.Beyonc

Answer A
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Explanation A newly discovered species of treehopper was named after the performer Lady
Gaga. The insect species has been named as Kaikaia Gaga. It was named by Brendan Morris, a
University of Illinois, a Ph.D. entomology student.

171) Kaikaia Gaga is a part of the family _______.
A.Umbonia crassicornicea
B.Centrotus cornutusia
C.Membracinae
D.Enchophyllum

Answer C
Explanation Kaikaia Gaga is a part of the family Membracidae. The species is around 40 million
years old. K. gaga was found nearly 30 years ago in a tropical forest near the Pacific coast of
Nicaragua.

172) Which is the capital of Madagascar?
A.Toamasina
B.Mahajanga
C.Antsirabe
D.Antananarivo

Answer D
Explanation Antananarivo is the capital city of Madagascar, in the Island' Central Highlands.
Overlooking the city, the Rova of Antananarivo palace complex was the center of the Merina
kingdom from the 17th century. It features wooden houses and royal tombs.

173) Government of India brings masks and hand sanitizers under the
Essential Commodities Act. Under the act, 2 ply & 3 ply surgical masks, N95
masks, and hand sanitizer as Essential Commodities by amending the
Schedule of the _________.
A.Essential Commodities (EC) Act, 1955
B.Essential Commodities (EC) Act, 1960
C.Essential Commodities (EC) Act, 1965
D.Essential Commodities (EC) Act, 1970
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Answer A
Explanation Government of India brings masks and hand sanitizers under the Essential
Commodities Act. Under the act, 2 ply & 3 ply surgical masks, N95 masks, and hand sanitizer
has been declared as Essential Commodities up to 30 June 2020 by amending the Schedule of the
Essential Commodities (EC) Act, 1955. The moves come as a measure of COVID-19
(CoronaVirus) and concern of the logistics for COVID-19 management.

174) When was BhoomiRashi portal launched?
A.April 2018
B.June 2016
C.October 2017
D.January 2015

Answer A
Explanation BhoomiRashi portal, a major e-Governance initiative, was launched on 1 April
2018. The Portal is used by the Central/State government directly to acquire land under their
relevant legal provisions.

175) When was the Modified New Pricing Scheme-III notified earlier?
A.April 2014
B.December 2014
C.May 2015
D.June 2015

Answer A
Explanation On 2 April 2014, Modified New Pricing Scheme-III was notified. But, it was not
implemented due to the ambiguous language of the notification.

176) Who developed a cost-effective solar receiver tube technology for
industrial process heat applications?
A.Advanced Research Centre for Powder Metallurgy and New Materials (ARCI)
B.Agharkar Research Institute (ARI)
C.National Metallurgical Lab (NML)
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D.CSIR-CECRI

Answer A
Explanation Scientists from the International Advanced Research Centre for Powder Metallurgy
and New Materials (ARCI), Hyderabad developed a cost-effective solar receiver tube technology
for industrial process heat applications.

177) Cabinet approved the proposal of the Department of Fertilizers to remove
ambiguities in _________.
A.Modified New Pricing Scheme-I
B.Modified New Pricing Scheme-II
C.Modified New Pricing Scheme-III
D.Modified New Pricing Scheme-IV

Answer C
Explanation The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi gave its approval to the proposal of the Department of Fertilizers to remove
ambiguities in the Modified New Pricing Scheme-III (NPS-III) for determination of fixed costs
for the urea units.

178) Where was the 'In vivo Evaluation facility' established?
A.Government Medical College
B.Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
C.Indian Institute of Space Science and Technology
D.Kerala Veterinary and Animal Sciences University

Answer B
Explanation Centre has established a new 'In vivo Evaluation facility' at Sree Chitra Tirunal
Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology (SCTIMST), Trivandrum. The facility will test
medical devices on animals. It was inaugurated by Dr. V.K. Saraswath, President, SCTIMST 12
March 2020.

179) Who chaired the flag-in ceremony of the Ganga Aamantran Abhiyan?
A.Union Minister Rajnath Singh
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B.Union Minister Amit Shah
C.Union Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
D.Union Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar

Answer B
Explanation A Flag-in ceremony of the Ganga Aamantran Abhiyan was organized by the
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) in New Delhi on 13 March 2020. It was chaired by
the Union Minister for Home Affairs Shri Amit Shah. It focused on implementing various
approaches and acting decisively in the direction to revive and rejuvenate Ganga.

180) Where is the Sree Chitra Thirunal Institute of Medical Science and
Technology (SCTIMST) located?
A.Kochi
B.Thiruvananthapuram
C.Chennai
D.Coimbatore

Answer B
Explanation Sree Chitra Thirunal Institute of Medical Science and Technology (SCTIMST) is an
autonomous institute of GoI established in 1976. It functions under the Department of Science
and Technology, Ministry of Science & Technology. It is located in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala,
India.

181) The flag-in ceremony of the Ganga Aamantran Abhiyan was organized
by the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) in ________.
A.New Delhi
B.Kolkata
C.Aizawl
D.Itanagar

Answer A
Explanation A Flag-in ceremony of the Ganga Aamantran Abhiyan was organized by the
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) in New Delhi on 13 March 2020. It was chaired by
the Union Minister for Home Affairs Shri Amit Shah. It focused on implementing various
approaches and acting decisively in the direction to revive and rejuvenate Ganga.
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182) When was the Sree Chitra Thirunal Institute of Medical Science and
Technology (SCTIMST) established?
A.1963
B.1976
C.1985
D.1990

Answer B
Explanation Sree Chitra Thirunal Institute of Medical Science and Technology (SCTIMST) is an
autonomous institute of GoI established in 1976. It functions under the Department of Science
and Technology, Ministry of Science & Technology.

183) Where is Jawaharlal Nehru Port located?
A.Kharghar
B.Thane
C.Vashi
D.Navi

Answer D
Explanation Jawaharlal Nehru Port is located in Navi Mumbai, Maharashtra.

184) Census India 2021 has been decided to be conducted in _____ phases.
A.2
B.3
C.4
D.5

Answer A
Explanation Census India 2021 has been decided to be conducted in two phases.

185) Which port is also known as Nhava Sheva?
A.New Mangalore Port
B.Mumbai Port Trust
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C.Port of Kolkata
D.Jawaharlal Nehru Port

Answer D
Explanation Jawaharlal Nehru Port (JNPT) is also known as Nhava Sheva. It was established on
26 May 1989. It is India's largest container port. The port access Arabian Sea via Thane Creek.

186) When is World Sleep Day observed?
A.9 March
B.13 March
C.16 March
D.1 March

Answer B
Explanation World Sleep Day is observed on 13 March. The day focuses on the issues related to
sleep, sleep medicine, education about sleep. The day raises awareness about the social effects
that sleep deprivation can have on everyday life.

187) When was the Jawaharlal Nehru Port (JNPT) established?
A.1982
B.1989
C.1993
D.1975

Answer B
Explanation Jawaharlal Nehru Port (JNPT) is also known as Nhava Sheva. It was established on
26 May 1989. It is India's largest container port. The port access Arabian Sea via Thane Creek.

188) When is the International Pi Day observed?
A.4 March
B.10 March
C.14 March
D.20 March
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Answer C
Explanation International Pi () day is observed on 14 March. The day was chosen as 3, 1, and 4,
which are the first three significant digits of .

189) When was the World Sleep Society established?
A.2000
B.2006
C.2010
D.2016

Answer D
Explanation World Sleep Society was established in 2016. The Society was jointly founded by
the World Sleep Federation (WSF) and the World Association of Sleep Medicine (WASM).
World Sleep Society currently represents individual members and societies from around the
world.

190) What is the value of mathematical constant Pi?
A.2.44
B.3.14
C.6.36
D.1.41

Answer B
Explanation Pi is one of the most well-known mathematical constants. It is the ratio of a circle's
circumference to its diameter. It is represented by the lower-case Greek letter . For any circle, the
distance around the edge is a little more than three times the distance across. The irrational
number is most often approximated with the decimal 3.14 or the fraction 22/7.

191) Through which Creek does Jawaharlal Nehru Port (JNPT) access the
Arabian Sea?
A.Harami Nala Creek
B.Thane Creek
C.Sir Creek

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 9 - March 15, 2020)

D.Kori Creek

Answer B
Explanation Jawaharlal Nehru Port (JNPT) is also known as Nhava Sheva. It was established on
26 May 1989. It is India's largest container port. The port access Arabian Sea via Thane Creek.

192) Cabinet approved a proposal for the construction of 780 kilometer of
green highways on _______ states.
A.4
B.6
C.7
D.9

Answer A
Explanation Union Cabinet approved a proposal for the construction of 780 kilometer of green
highways on 13 March 2020. It was announced by the Union Minister Prakash Javadekar. The
project aims to rehabilitate and upgrade various National Highways in four states, namely Andhra
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh.

193) Which Portal significantly expedites error-free land acquisition for
National Highways?
A.BhoomiRashi portal
B.khetArjan Portal
C.kshetr Portal
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation GoI reported that the BhoomiRashi portal of the Ministry of Road Transport &
Highways (M/oRTH) has significantly expedited error-free and transparent land acquisition for
National Highways (NH).

194) When was the International Day of Action for Rivers observed?
A.10 March
B.12 March
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C.14 March
D.20 March

Answer C
Explanation International Day of Action for Rivers is observed on 14 March. This year, the 22nd
annual International Day of Action for Rivers is observed. The day aims to stress the importance
of rivers and how it affects the lives of the people. The theme of 2020 International Day of Action
for Rivers is Women, Water, and Climate Change.

195) Who is to inaugurate the Ro-Pax Ferry Vessel in Mandwa Port?
A.Minister Amit Shah
B.Minister Nitin Gadkari
C.Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
D.Minister Jitu Vaghani

Answer C
Explanation The Minister of State (I/C) for Shipping and Chemical & Fertilizers Shri Mansukh
Mandaviya is to inaugurate the ROPAX Ferry Vessel and its Terminal at Mandwa in Maharashtra
on 15 March.

196) When is the World Consumer Rights Day observed?
A.10 March
B.15 March
C.20 March
D.25 March

Answer B
Explanation World Consumer Rights Day is observed on 15 March. The consumer movement
marks 15 March with World Consumer Rights Day every year. The day aims to raise global
awareness about consumer rights and needs.

197) Where is Mandwa Port located?
A.Maharashtra
B.Odisha
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C.West Bengal
D.Tamil Nadu

Answer A
Explanation Mandwa Port is an important passenger port on the coast of Maharashtra. Around
15 lakhs passengers commute annually by catamarans and launches from Gateway of India to
Mandwa and then to Alibaug and other places in Raigad district.

198) The observation of World Consumer Rights Day was inspired by
__________.
A.President Thomas Jefferson
B.President Abraham Lincoln
C.President John F Kennedy
D.President Ronald Reagan

Answer C
Explanation World Consumer Rights Day was inspired by President John F Kennedy.

199) Maharashtra Maritime Board developed infrastructure facilities at
Mandwa under the ROPAX project, with a total expenditure of _________.
A.Rs.111.44 crores
B.Rs.135.29 crores
C.Rs.147.63 crores
D.Rs.150 crores

Answer B
Explanation Maharashtra Maritime Board developed infrastructure facilities at Mandwa under
the ROPAX project, with a total expenditure of Rs.135.29 crores.

200) When was the first consumer movement marked?
A.1960
B.1967
C.1978
D.1983

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 9 - March 15, 2020)

Answer D
Explanation The consumer movement was first marked in 1983. The day aims to mobilize action
on important issues and campaigns.

201) Where was the ROPAX Vessel M2M-1 built?
A.Russia
B.Greece
C.Italy
D.Japan

Answer B
Explanation ROPAX Vessel M2M-1 was built in Greece in September 2019. It has a speed of 14
Knots.

202) Who stepped down from Microsoft's board recently?
A.John Stanton
B.Emma Walmsley
C.Bill Gates
D.Paul Allen

Answer C
Explanation Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates stepped down from Microsoft's board. Microsoft
did not announce any replacement for Gates on the board.

203) When was the ROPAX Vessel M2M-1 built?
A.2016
B.2017
C.2018
D.2019

Answer D
Explanation ROPAX Vessel M2M-1 will be used for transportation. ROPAX Vessel M2M-1
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was built in Greece in September 2019. It has a speed of 14 Knots. The vessel can cover a
distance from Ferry Wharf to Mandwa in 45 minutes to 1 hour. It can carry 200 cars and 1000
passengers at a time.

204) When was Microsoft established?
A.April 1975
B.February 1978
C.May 1980
D.June 1986

Answer A
Explanation Microsoft was established on 4 April 1975 by Bill Gates, Paul Allen.

205) What is the price of the Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) for Fair
Average Quality (FAQ) of milling copra for the year 2020?
A.Rs.9,943 per quintal
B.Rs.9,951 per quintal
C.Rs.9,960 per quintal
D.Rs.9,967 per quintal

Answer C
Explanation The Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) for Fair Average Quality (FAQ) of milling
copra is increased to Rs.9,960 per quintal for 2020 season from Rs.9,521 per quintal in 2019.

206) Who is the CEO Of Microsoft?
A.John W. Thompson
B.Satya Nadella
C.Brad Smith
D.Arne Sorenson

Answer B
Explanation Satya Narayana Nadella is an Indian American business executive. He is the chief
executive officer of Microsoft, succeeding Steve Ballmer in 2014
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207) Which country is number one in the production and productivity of
Copra in the World?
A.Sri Lanka
B.China
C.India
D.Indonesia

Answer C
Explanation India is number one in the production and productivity of Copra in the World.

208) Government hiked the Excise duty on petrol and diesel by ______ per
litre on 14 March.
A.Rs.1.86
B.Rs.2.24
C.Rs.3.00
D.Rs.3.26

Answer C
Explanation Government hiked the Excise duty on petrol and diesel by Rs.3 per litre on 14
March. The move accounted for gains arising from a fall in international oil prices.

209) Which company launched the Customer Payment Portal?
A.HIL (India) Limited
B.Hyderabad Industries Ltd
C.Cochin Shipyard
D.Lumax Industries Ltd.

Answer A
Explanation HIL (India) Limited, in association with Union Bank of India, launched "Customer
Payment Portal" in New Delhi. The portal collects the payment from its customers of HIL
through various online modes for faster and smoother collection of dues.

210) Bill Gates along with _________ founded Microsoft.
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A.Paul Allen
B.John W. Thompson
C.John Stanton
D.Charles W. Scharf

Answer A
Explanation Bill Gates, along with Paul Allen, founded Microsoft. Earlier, in October 2018,
Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen died of cancer at the age of 65.
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