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BANKING & FINANCE
South Indian Bank to issue Basel III compliant bonds
South Indian Bank plans to raise up to Rs.250 crore by issuing Basel III
compliant bonds. The Committee approved the information memorandum for
issuance of rated, unsecured, redeemable, non-convertible, Basel III compliant,
lower tier 2 bonds up to Rs.150 crore with an option to retain an oversubscription aggregating up to Rs.100 crore, aggregating to total issue size
of Rs.250 crore.
South Indian Bank:
Founded: January 29, 1929
Headquarters: Thrissur, Kerala, India
Chairman: Salim Gangadharan
MD & CEO: V.G. Mathew

ADB to invest USD 50 million in Avaada Energy for expansion of solar
projects in India
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will invest $50 million in Indian renewable
energy independent power producer Avaada Energy Private Limited, to expand
its solar energy generation capacity in India.
Avaada is a developer of utility-scale, rooftop, and off-grid solar projects.
According to the ADB, this investment will contribute to the Indian governments
goal to increase the share of renewable energy generation capacity from about
20% in 2018 to 40% by 2030.
It will also help to reduce India's emission intensity of its gross domestic product by
33-35 per cent by 2030.
The company has secured power purchase agreements of about 1,700 megawatts.
About Asian Development Bank (ADB):
Founded: 19 December 1966
Headquarters: Mandaluyong, Philippines
President: Takehiko Nakao
Membership: 67 countries
Purpose: To promote social and economic development in Asia
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RBI denies IDBI Banks proposal to name change
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has turned down IDBI Banks proposal to
change its name following the transfer of a controlling 51% stake to LIC,
insurance behemoth, from the government of India.
The board of IDBI Bank had, last month, sought the RBIs approval for a change in
the name of the lender to either LIC IDBI Bank or LIC Bank following the takeover
by Life Insurance Corporation (LIC). However, RBI did not elaborate on the
reasons for denial by the regulator for changing the name.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Hyundai and Kia to invest USD 300 million in Ola
Hyundai Motor Company and Kia Motors Corporation together plans to invest
$300 million in cab aggregator Ola. This will be the biggest combined investment
by the two firms of the South Korean Hyundai Motor Group.
As part of the strategic collaboration, the three companies will work on developing
unique fleet and mobility solutions, besides building India-specific electric
vehicles and infrastructure.
Hyundai Motor Group expects to accelerate its transition from a car manufacturer
into a Smart Mobility Solutions Provider, as the partnerships initiatives will
allow it to engage in all aspects across the entire mobility value chain, including
vehicle production, fleet operation, and mobility services.

SpiceJet becomes first Indian low-cost airline to join IATA as a member
Budget carrier SpiceJet has joined global airlines' grouping International Air
Transport Association (IATA), becoming the first Indian low-cost carrier to get
the membership.
The membership would help SpiceJet, which has ambitious expansion plans, to
have codeshares and agreements with other carriers.
IATA has over 290 airlines as members. Other Indian members of the IATA
include Air India, Jet Airways and Vistara.

Vodafone Idea approves terms for Rs. 25,000 Crore worth Rights Issue at 60
percent discount
India's largest telecom firm Vodafone Idea announced its board has approved
25,000 crore rights issue at a discount of around 60% to the current share prices.
Vodafone Group and the Aditya Birla Group would contribute 11,000 crore and
7,250 crore, respectively.
The issue will increase the number of Vodafone Idea shares by 229%.
Vodafone Idea stock fell as much as 7.6 per cent to Rs. 29.60, its steepest intraday
fall in almost two months.
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INTERNATIONAL
India and Maldives agreed to cooperate on defence, development, health
India and the Maldives discussed measures to strengthen ties and agreed to
collaborate in the fields of defence, development cooperation, capacity building
and health as External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj held talks with the
countrys top leadership, including her Maldivian counterpart Abdulla Shahid.
Ms. Swaraj and Maldivian Foreign Minister Shahid reviewed progress on
important bilateral issues, including implementation of agreed outcomes of
President Solihs visit to India during 2018.
She unveiled a plaque dedicating the renovated IGM Hospital to the people of
Maldives in the city of Male. IGMH is the first and largest government health-care
facility in the Maldives, built with Indian assistance.

British Army to create a new Battalion by recruiting more than 800 Nepalese
Gurkha
The British Army has announced that it would create a new Specialised Infantry
Battalion by recruiting more than 800 Nepalese Gurkha servicepersons.
Gurkhas have completed 200 years of service in the British Army and currently,
they comprise upto 3% of the British Army.
Gurkha and British Army
During the Anglo-Nepalese War of 1814-16, Gorkha Kingdom had inflicted heavy
casualties on the British Army even though they had lost the war. British India
decided to recruit these soldiers starting in 1815 and the Gurkhas have fought on
the side of the British Empire in almost every war, including both World
Wars. The Gurkhas are recruited every year by the British Army and Gurkhas are
held in high esteem in the British Army. Gurkhas have the same service
conditions as the regular British Army, with the option of British citizenship upon
retirement.

Italy to join China's Belt and Road Initiative
Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte pledged to make Italy the first Group of
Seven nation to join China's ambitious Belt and Road initiative (BRI).
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This move will help rebalance Italy's trade with the Asian nation.
Four Italian ports could reportedly be opened to Chinese investments for BRI.
The US has warned Italy against joining the Chinese initiative.
About Italy:
President: Sergio Mattarella
Capital: Rome
Currency: Euro
About China's Belt and Road Initiative:
Also known as the One Belt One Road (OBOR)
First proposed by President Xi Jinping in 2013.
It is an ambitious programme to connect Asia with Africa and Europe via land and
maritime networks along six corridors.
"Belt" refers to the overland routes for road and rail transportation, called "the
Silk Road Economic Belt";
Whereas "road" refers to the sea routes, or the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road.
Aim: To strengthen infrastructure, trade, and investment links between China and
some 65 other countries that account collectively for over 30 percent of global
GDP, 62 percent of population, and 75 percent of known energy reserves.

Indian-Omani group signs USD 3.8 billion deal to build Sri Lanka refinery
India's Accord Group and Oman's oil ministry have signed a $3.85 billion deal to
build an oil refinery in Sri Lanka.
This is the biggest single pledge of FDI (Foreign Direct Investment) ever made in
the country.
The project will be located near the southern Sri Lankan port of Hambantota,
which was handed over on a 99-year lease to a state-owned Chinese company.
Privately-owned Accord Group will control 70 per cent of the joint venture and the
Sultanate of Oman's Ministry of Oil and Gas the rest.
The refinery is expected to produce 9 million metric tonnes of refined products a
year for export from the Hambantota port, which serves the busiest East-West
shipping route.

Kazakhstan renames capital Astana as 'Nursultan' after ex-President
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Kazakhstan's Parliament has voted to rename the country's capital Astana as
'Nursultan', in honour of former President Nursultan Nazarbayev.
Kazakhstan's new President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev had proposed the move to
rename the capital in honour of Nazarbayev, who announced his resignation on
March 19 after 30 years in power.
Nazarbayev's daughter, Dariga, was elected speaker of the Senate.

Jagmeet Singh made history in the House of Commons
Indian-origin Jagmeet Singh made history in the House of Commons, a
component of Canadas Parliament, as the first non-white leader of a major
opposition party in the country. Singh, 40, the leader of the New Democratic
Party, was elected in federal by-elections held on February 25.
Singhs first words as an elected lawmaker were about last weeks terrorist attack on
two mosques in New Zealand.
House of Commons of Canada:
Type: Lower House of the Parliament of Canada
Speaker: Geoff Regan (Liberal Party)
Prime Minister: Justin Trudeau (Liberal Party)
Leader of Opposition: Andrew Scheer (Conservative party)
About Canada:
Monarch: Elizabeth II
Governor General: Julie Payette
Prime Minister: Justin Trudeau
Capital: Ottawa
Official languages: English, French
Currency: Canadian dollar ($) (CAD)

FAO expressed its concerns over armyworms
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has expressed concerns over the
increasing menace of Crop-damaging armyworms in Asia.Farming in several
Asian countries is under threat from Armyworms, a type of crop-damaging insects
that have munched their way from America and across Africa.
These flying insects arrived in India in July and have since spread to Sri Lanka,
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Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, and China's Yunnan province. These insects
feed mostly on maize and can feed on several species of crops, including rice and
sugarcane. Armyworms which are native to the Americas have been moving
eastwards since 2016 sweeping across Africa where they caused $1-3 billion in
damage, before arriving in Asia.
The FAO had convened a meeting of officials from affected countries and experts
for discussing ways to limit armyworm infestations amid a "growing sense of
alarm". FAO called on the nations to work together since pest has no respect for
international boundaries and it threatens food security, economy, domestic and
international trade.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
New hydro policy will help to meet renewables target
The Union Cabinet approval to the new hydroelectricity policy that, among other
things, included large hydro projects within the ambit of renewable energy. Prior to
the policy, only small hydro projects of a capacity of less than 25 MW were treated
as renewable energy. Large hydro projects were treated as a separate source of
energy.
Indias renewable energy sector had an installed capacity of 75,055.92 MW as of
February 2019, according to data with the Central Electricity Authority. This made
up about 21.4% of the overall energy mix, with the rest coming from thermal,
nuclear and large hydro sources.
With the inclusion of large hydro in renewable energy, the energy mix changes
drastically. Renewable energy capacity would now be 1,20,455.14 MW or 34.4%
of the overall energy mix.

NCLT approved ArcelorMittal to buy Essar Steel
The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLT) gave a conditional nod
to a Rs.42,000-crore offer by worlds largest steelmaker ArcelorMittal to buy
Essar Steel.
NCLT said that the acceptance of the resolution plan submitted by ArcelorMittal
and partner Nippon Steel & Sumitomo Metal Corp. would be subject to its final
order in the appeal filed by the promoters of debt-laden Essar Steel against the
move.
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT):
NCLT is established under the Companies Act 2013
It is constituted on 1 June 2016
It adjudicates issues relating to Indian companies
All proceedings under the Companies Act and the Insolvency resolution process
of Companies under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 shall be
disposed of by the National Company Law Tribunal.

ICF Chennai becomes worlds largest rail coach manufacturer
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Integral Coach Factory (ICF), the rail coach manufacturing factory at Chennai,
which became famous for manufacturing Train 18, has become the single largest
rail coach manufacturer in the world surpassing top Chinese manufacturers.
The manufacturing facility of Indian Railways in Chennai manufactured 2,919
coaches from April 2018 to February 2019 against 2,600 coaches manufactured by
top Chinese manufacturers.
ICF has set a target to manufacture 3,200 coaches in this financial year 2019.
The ultra-modern Train 18 is engine less, with self-propelled coaches like metro
was indigenously made at Integral Coach Factory (ICF), Chennai.
Integral Coach Factory in Chennai, Tamil Nadu, was established in 1952 and is
owned and operated by the Indian Railways.

Shark-faced plane lands at Delhi airport for the first time
A shark-themed plane, an Embraer E190-E2 commercial jet, landed at the Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International Airport for the first time.
Last year, the shark-themed aircraft landed at Lhasa's Gonggar Airport (Tibet), one
of the world's highest airports at 11,713 feet.
E190-E2 is manufactured by Brazilian aircraft manufacturer Embraer.

Nirav Modi was denied bail in London
Indian businessman Nirav Modi who was accused in the Rs.13,000 crore
Punjab National Bank fraud case was denied bail in London, despite offering the
court assurances including 500,000 as security.
Mr.Modi is now due to appear before Emma Arbuthnot, the Chief Magistrate of
Westminster Magistrates Court, who ordered Vijay Mallyas extradition on March
29.
The hearing before District Judge Marie Mallon took place a day after Mr. Modi
was arrested at a bank branch in London by the Metropolitan Police.

India's deepest shaft cave discovered in Meghalaya
India's deepest shaft cave Krem Um Ladaw has been discovered in
Meghalaya's East Khasi Hills district during the annual 'Caving in the Abode of
the Clouds Expedition'.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 18 - March 24, 2019)

The cave has a 105 m deep shaft entrance passage.
This comes a year after the world's longest sandstone cave Krem Puri was
discovered in Meghalaya.
With all these discoveries, Meghalaya has become on of the top caving regions of
the world.
Meghalaya has 1,700 caves and cave locations of which over 1000 have been
explored or partially explored.
The other major caves explored and mapped are Retdung Khur 3724m, Tui Khur
Lut 2185m and Kellung Puk 788m. Overall the 2019 expedition explored and
mapped 12.3 kms of new cave passage.
About Meghalaya:
The name means "the abode of clouds" in Sanskrit.
Capital: Shillong
Governor: Tathagata Roy
Chief minister: Conrad Sangma
Formation: 21 January 1972

Social media platforms presented a Voluntary Code of Ethics
Social media platforms and the Internet and Mobile Association of India
(IAMAI) presented a 'Voluntary Code of Ethics' for the General Election 2019
to the Election Commission of India.
The code aims to identify measures that the platforms can take to increase
confidence in the electoral process to safeguard against misuse that vitiates the free
and fair character. The platforms will deploy appropriate policies and processes to
facilitate access to information on electoral matters where appropriate and keeping
in mind the principle of freedom of expression.
The Election commission together with platforms has developed a notification
mechanism by which the electoral body can notify them of potential violations
under Section 126 of the Representation of the People Act and on other matters.
Participants including BIGO, ByteDance, Facebook, Google, Sharechat and
Twitter have agreed to take action on the content reported by the nodal officer,
expeditiously, in accordance with the law.
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India Post released stamp cover on Ice Stupa in Leh
India Post released a special stamp cover on Ice Stupa in Leh at an event in the
presence of Himalayan Institute of Alternatives Ladakh founder Sonam Wangchuk
who spearheaded the Ice Stupa initiative.
Ice Stupas refer to artificial glaciers. The water from these artificial glaciers melt
in the springtime, just when the fields need Leh lies in the cold desert region and
most villages in the region face acute water shortage in the streams whereas in June
there is an excess of water and even flash flooding due to the fast melting of the
snow and glaciers in the mountains. By September all farming activities end and
yet a smaller stream flow throughout the winter steadily but wastefully going into
the Indus river without being of use to anybody.
Ice Stupas are aimed at reducing water crisis in the region and also to convey a
message to the world that how the Mountain people are forced to do
such innovative ideas to solve the water crises, Ice Stupas also sends a message to
all the people who live in big cities to not use resources in such a way that it creates
problem for mountain people.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Soyuz successfully placed astronauts in ISS
Russian Soyuz spacecraft carrying NASA Astronaut Nick Hague and Christina
Koch, and Cosmonaut Alexey Ovchinin successfully docked International Space
Station (ISS).
Soyuz Spacecraft is a Russian Spacecraft carries people and supplies to and
from the space station. Soyuz Spacecraft also function as lifeboats and one Soyuz
spacecraft is always docked to the space station, so that in case of emergency the
crew can return to earth through the spacecraft. After the retirement of the space
shuttle in 2011, the Soyuz spacecraft has become the sole means of transportation
for crew members going to or returning from the orbiting laboratory.
The International Space Station is a habitable artificial satellite in low Earth orbit.
The ISS programme is a joint project between five participating space agencies:
NASA (United States), Roscosmos (Russia), JAXA (Japan), ESA (Europe), and
CSA (Canada). The ISS serves as a microgravity and space environment research
laboratory.

Google unveiled video game streaming service Stadia
Google unveiled its on-demand video-game streaming service Stadia, built for
Chrome, Android and TVs, at the 2019 Game Developers Conference in San
Francisco, California.
Stadia's 'Crowd Play' feature will let people, watching a YouTube live stream, to
actually join the streamer's game.
The service will initially be launched this year in the US, Canada, the UK and
Europe..

SAIL launched Smart Garbage Bins
Steel Authority of India Ltd (SAIL) has launched smart garbage bins made
of stainless steel which integrates technology for smart waste management.
Smart Garbage Bins
The IOT (Internet of Things) enabled Gazelle sensors Smart Garbage Bins will
send signals to the garbage collection vehicle about the 'fill-up' position of the

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 18 - March 24, 2019)

bin. This provides for better cleaning and lower human intervention. These Smart
Garbage Bins made up of SAIL SALEM stainless steel will be installed in
underground Reinforced Cement Concrete (RCC) pits at the Smart Garbage
Station. This will help prevent the spread of stink and diseases. There will be
separate bins for recyclable and non-recyclable wastes. Initially, these Smart
Garbage Bins will be placed at one each at Kamala Nagar in North and
BhikajiCama Place in South Delhi.

Scientists found evidence of water on asteroid Bennu
Scientists have discovered evidence of abundant water-bearing minerals on the
surface of the near-earth asteroid Bennu. Data from NASAs OSIRIS-REx
spacecraft that is currently orbiting the asteroid confirm the presence of aqueously
altered, hydrated minerals on its surface. Scientists say similar objects may have
seeded the earth with water and organic materials.

JAXAs Hayabusa2 probes Asteroid Ryugu
Hayabusa2, a Japanese spacecraft, has surveyed the asteroid Ryugu's surface and
landed multiple robotic probes on its rocky terrain. The findings of the probe are:
Asteroid Ryugu is far drier than expected.Ryugu is quite young (by asteroid
standards), at around 100 million years old, this suggests its parent body was much
largely devoid of water, too.Ryugu has an oblate "spinning top" shape, which
suggests that the rocky body may have once spun at twice its current
rate. Hayabusa2 has completed the touchdown manoeuvre to collect samples from
Ryugu's surface, which will be brought back to Earth in a return capsule in late
2020.
Hayabusa2:
Hayabusa2 is an asteroid sample-return mission of the Japanese space agency,
JAXA
It is the successor of Hayabusa which had returned asteroid samples in 2010
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ENVIRONMENT
West Nile Virus found in Kerala
A seven-year-old in Kerala has been detected with the West Nile Virus. The
central government has sent the team to the state and is monitoring the case
closely.West Nile Virus is a viral infection which typically spread by mosquitoes
and results in neurological disease as well as death in people.
The Virus is the member of the flavivirus genus and belongs to the Japanese
encephalitis antigenic complex of the family Flaviviridae. It was first detected in a
woman in the West Nile district of Uganda in 1937 and was later identified in
birds (crows and Columbiformes) in the Nile delta region in 1953.
The disease spreads through mosquito bites. Mosquitoes are infected when they
feed on infected birds.People infected with WNV suffer from fever, headache,
fatigue, body aches, nausea, vomiting, occasionally with a skin rash (on the trunk
of the body), swollen lymph glands, stupor, coma, tremors, convulsions, muscle
weakness, and paralysis.

NGT directed 6 states to submit action plans for bringing air quality standards
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed six States to submit by April
30 action plans for bringing air quality standards within the prescribed norms,
failing which they would be liable to pay environment compensation of Rs.1 crore
each.
A Bench headed by NGT Chairperson Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel ordered the
Chief Secretaries of Assam, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Punjab, Uttarakhand
and Nagaland governments to submit their plan within the stipulated time.

NGT questioned MoEF for not furnishing proper data
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) questioned the Union Environment
Ministry for not furnishing proper data on monitoring mechanism for
compliance of conditions of environment clearance granted by the Ministry.
The observations came following submissions by the Ministry that a mechanism
existed to periodically monitor the compliance of environmental clearance
conditions which was being strengthened. The tribunal had in January directed the
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MoEF to furnish data on the same following which it submitted that a total of
6,779 projects were monitored between 2013-2014 and 2018-19. The Ministry
informed the Bench that while in 2013-14, 843 projects were monitored, in
2018-19, it was 1,002.
A Bench headed by NGT Chairperson Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel instructed
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) to appear before
the tribunal on April 29.

Cyclone Idai affected over 1.5 million people in Mozambique, Malawi,
Zimbabwe
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi have been hit by a vicious cyclone that has
killed nearly 150 people, left hundreds more missing and stranded tens of
thousands.
According to the UN and government officials, Cyclone Idai has affected more
than 1.5 million people in the three southern African countries.
The port city of Beira in Mozambique was hit the hardest.
The deaths are mainly in Zimbabwe's Chimanimani, a mountainous area along
the eastern border with Mozambique that is popular with tourists.
About Mozambique:
Capital: Maputo
Currency: Mozambican metical
Official language: Portuguese
Prime Minister: Carlos Agostinho do Rosrio
President Filipe Nyusi
About Zimbabwe:
Capital: Harare
Currencies: United States Dollar, South African rand
President: Emmerson Mnangagwa
About Malawi:
Capital: Lilongwe
Currency: Malawian kwacha
President: Peter Mutharika

NGT instructed CPCB to prepare noise pollution map
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The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) to prepare a noise pollution map and identify hotspots and
categorise the cities with specified hotspots. CPCB is also expected to submit
the remedial action plan to solve the issue across the country.
Noting the establishment of the noise monitoring mechanism in seven cities,
NGT asked CPCB to consider setting up of such mechanisms in all cities where
noise pollution is beyond permissible limits. Further, the police departments of all
the States and Union Territories are asked to obtain the noise monitoring devices
within a period of three months and specification of such devices may be finalized
in consultation with the respective state PCBs and pollution control committees.
NGT noted that the absence of implementation of noise pollution norms affects the
health of citizens, especially infants and senior citizens.
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB):
Formed on: 22 September 1974
Head Office: New Delhi
Chairperson: S.P.Singh Parihar
Functions under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
It is the apex organisation in country in the field of pollution control
It is responsible for maintaining national standards under a variety of
environmental laws

Uttar Pradesh to take census of Otters for the first time
For the first time, Uttar Pradesh is taking a census of Otters in its protected areas.
The census has begun in the Pilibhit Tiger Reserve (PTR).
Otters
Otters live on fish and spend much of its time in or close to water bodies. A
growing or healthy population of otters means the water bodies are pollutionfree. Clean water bodies mean a healthy ecosystem of the forest.
India is home to 3 of the 13 species of otters found worldwide.
These are:
1) Eurasian Otter (Lutra lutra) - IUCN status: Near Threatened
2) Smooth-coated Otter (Lutra perspicillata) - IUCN status: Vulnerable
3) Small-clawed Otter (Aonyx cinereus) - IUCN status: Vulnerable.
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Pilibhit Tiger Reserve
Pilibhit Tiger Reserve spreads across Pilibhit district, Lakhimpur Kheri District
and Bahraich District of Uttar Pradesh
It is home to habitat for over 127 animals, 326 bird species and 2,100 flowering
plants
The reserve is home to a myriad of wild animals including the endangered tiger,
swamp deer, Bengal florican, hog deer, leopard, wild boar, hog deer, swamp deer,
blue bull etc.

INCOIS and French scientists discovered existence of a new sea level
oscillation
Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) researchers,
in collaboration with scientists from France, have discovered the existence of a
synchronous oscillation of sea level across the entire Tropical Indian Ocean with
a time period of 30 to 80 days during winter months of December to April.
In these months, Indian Ocean routinely gains/loses 3 trillion tonnes of water from
the Pacific Ocean every 30-80 days accompanied by a sea level rise/fall of 4 cm
which is 30% of total sea-level change.
This process is driven by intense winds hovering over a small area in the eastern
Indian Ocean. This wind is associated with tropical weather phenomenon
called Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO). MJOs, being a low-pressure system, is
known to facilitate cyclone formation over the Indian Ocean. The study said the
waves gain more relevance since MJOs are gradually getting more intense in the
warming climate.

Forty animals to be rescued from Gaza zoo
Forty animals, including five lions, are to be rescued from squalid conditions in
the Gaza Strip, Palestinian. The animals would be taken out of a zoo in
the Palestinian enclave and relocated to sanctuaries in Jordan next week.
Among the other animals to be taken out were hyena, monkeys, wolves, and
porcupines. The organisation condemned the declawing, with almost 1,50,000
people signing a petition against the treatment.
The animal welfare group had previously evacuated two other zoos in Gaza,
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where desperate poverty means owners are often unable to provide adequate
conditions.
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DEFENCE
Second Scorpene submarine Khanderi ready for induction
The Navy is set to induct the second Scorpene submarine Khanderi by early
May. The remaining submarines in the series are in advanced stages of
manufacturing and trials. Khanderi was launched into the water in January
2017 and has since been undergoing a series of trials.
Also, the fourth submarine Vela is ready to be launched into the water for trials
around the same time depending on the ocean tide.
Mazagon Dock Limited (MDL), Mumbai, is manufacturing six Scorpene
submarines under technology transfer from Naval Group of France under a 2005
contract worth $3.75 bn. After a series of delays in the project, the first submarine
of the class Kalvari joined service in December 2017. The entire project is expected
to be completed by 2020.

Joint military exercise, Sary Arka Antiterror 2019, to be held in Uzbekistan
The decision to hold Sary-Arka-Antiterror 2019, the first joint military exercise
of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) was announced at the during the
34th meeting of the RATS council held in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. The exercise is
to be held Sary Arka, Kazakhstan.
RATS Council:
The Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) is a permanent organ which serves to promote cooperation of
member states against three evils of terrorism, separatism, and extremism
RATS was established in June 2004
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO):
SCO is a permanent intergovernmental international organisation aimed at
strengthening mutual trust and neighbourliness among the member states
SCO was created in 1996 of which the China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia,
and Tajikistan were members
Later Uzbekistan was admitted to the grouping
In 2001 the declaration of SCO was signed
In 2015 India and Pakistan were admitted to the grouping and they joined the
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grouping officially in 2017

UNEA has adopted two resolutions piloted by India
The United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) has adopted two resolutions
piloted by India on single-use plastics and sustainable nitrogen management.
The resolutions were passed at the fourth session of the United Nations
Environment Assembly (UNEA) which was held in Nairobi. The theme of the
fourth session of UNEA was Innovative Solutions for environmental challenges
and sustainable production and consumption.
United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA):
UNEA is the worlds highest-level decision-making body on the environment
It addresses the critical environmental challenges facing the world today
It was created in June 2012

Vijit becomes the first Indian Coast Guard ship to visit Indonesia
This visit of the coast guard ship follows from the first-ever-visit of Naval Ship
INS Sumitra to Sabang in July 2018.
Vijit's visit to Sabang, Indonesia, also highlights strengthening cooperation in the
area of maritime security and safety between New Delhi and Jakarta.
ICGS Vijit is the 2nd in the series of 90 meter Offshore Patrol Vessels and was
commissioned at Goa on 11 Dec 2010.
'Vijit' meaning "Winner or Victorious" is the testimony of India's shipbuilding
capabilities and the resolve of Govt of India to safeguard country's maritime
interests.

IND INDO CORPAT 2019 was inaugurated at Port Blair
The 33rd edition of India-Indonesia coordinated patrol (IND-INDO
CORPAT) was inaugurated at Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar Islands. The
IND-INDO CORPAT 2019 is held from 19 Mar to 04Apr 2019.
Navies of both countries have been carrying out coordinated patrolling twice a year
since 2002 in an effort to keep the Indian Ocean region (IOR) safe and secure for
commercial shipping and international trade. It also enhances mutual understanding
and interoperability between the two navies.
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IND-INDO CORPAT 2019
From the Indonesian Side Naval Ship, KRI Sultan Thaha Syaifuddin and
Maritime Patrol Aircraft CN-235 are taking part. Commodore Ashutosh
Ridhorkar, Naval Component Commander, Andaman and Nicobar Command is
leading the Indian side. During the exercise ships and aircraft from both the
countries would undertake the patrolling on the respective sides of 236 nautical
miles long International Maritime Boundary line.

India and Sri Lanka to conduct joint military exercise Mitra Shakti VI
India and Sri Lanka is to conduct joint military exercise Mitra Shakti VI from
26 March to 8 April at Sri Lanka.
At the Military Exercise Mitra Shakti VI India would be represented by the Bihar
Regiment. Gemunu Watch Battalion of Sri Lankan Army will be representing
the Sri Lankan side.
The exercise aims to build and promote close relations between armies of both
the countries and to enhance the ability of joint exercise commander to take
military contingents of both nations under command. The exercise also involves
tactical level operations in an international Counter Insurgency and Counter
Terrorist environment under the United Nations mandate.
Sri Lanka:
President: Maithripala Sirisena
Prime Minister: Ranil Wickremesinghe
Capital: Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte
Official languages: Sinhala, Tamil
Currency: Sri Lankan rupee (LKR)
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Former ISRO scientist Nambi Narayanan received Padma Bhushan from
President
President Kovind presented Padma Bhushan to Shri Sankaralingam Nambi
Narayanan for Science & Engineering.
Shri Narayanan is an accomplished scientist with more than three decades of
experience in Indian Space Research Organisation.
The scientist was instrumental in developing the Vikas engine that would be used
for the first PSLV that India launched.
But, Nambi Narayanan, who was falsely implicated in the ISRO spy case, was
accused of selling state secrets comprising confidential test data from rocket and
satellite launches.
In 1994, Narayanan was arrested by Kerala police over espionage charges, which
were dismissed by CBI in 1996.
The Supreme Court declared him not guilty in 1998 and ordered Kerala to pay
50-lakh compensation over "mental torture" in 2018.

Business line Changemaker Awards 2019 were announced
Business line Changemaker Awardswere constituted in the year 2018 to mark
the completion of 25 years by the Hindu Business Line.
The winners of the Businessline Changemaker Award for 2019 are listed below:
Changemaker of the Year: Petitioners against Section 377
Changemaker of the Year: GST Council
Iconic Changemaker: Bezwada Wilson (Safai Karmachari Andoloan)
Social Transformation: The Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences
Digital Transformation: eNAM (Electronic National Agriculture Market)
Young Changemaker: Anju Verma (promoting the education of underprivileged
children)
Young Changemaker: Kush and Arjun Pandey (developers of ScoutMe app for
tapping football talent)
The awards seek to celebrate the Changemaker maker individuals, entities and
organizations, who through their work, have contributed to materially improve the
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condition of society, economy and the planet.

Indian writer Raghu Karnad won Windham Campbell Prize
Indian Writer Raghu Karnad has won the Windham-Campbell Prize
$165,000 under thenon-fiction category for his debut book, The Farthest Field: An
Indian Story Of The Second World War. Raghu Karnad is the second Indian to
receive the award. Earlier in 2016, Jerry Pinto had won the award for his novel,
Em And The Big Hoom.
Karnad is one of the eight winners chosen across four categories: fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry. The other awardee in the non-fiction category was
American writer Rebecca Solnit for the diverse body of work she has produced
over her career.
The Windham-Campbell Prize is administered by the Beinecke Rare Book and
Manuscript Library at Yale University in the US. It was established in 2013. The
award was constituted with the generous gift from writer Donald Windham in
memory of his partner Sandy Campbell. The jury selects two winners each for each
of the category.

Mathematician Karen Uhlenbeck becomes 1st woman to win prestigious Abel
Prize
Mathematician Karen Uhlenbeck (76-year-old) has become the first woman to
win the Abel prize, sometimes called the Nobel prize of mathematics, for the
impact of her work on "analysis, geometry and mathematical physics".
She is also an advocate for gender equality in science and mathematics.
About Abel Prize:
It is named after Norwegian mathematician Niels Henrik Abel and directly
modeled after the Nobel Prizes.
It comes with a monetary award of 6 million Norwegian Kroner.
Established: 23 August 2001
First awarded: 2003
Country: Norway
Awarded for: Outstanding scientific work in the field of mathematics
Presented by: Government of Norway
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Irfan Ramzan Sheikh who fought against 3 terrorists as 14-yr-old awarded
Shaurya Chakra
Jammu and Kashmir's Irfan Ramzan Sheikh, who fought off three armed terrorists
in 2017, when he was 14 years old, was awarded Shaurya Chakra by President
Ram Nath Kovind.
Sheikh fought off the terrorists who wanted to kill his father and didn't let them
enter his house.
The terrified terrorists left one of the terrorists' body and ran away.
About Shaurya Chakra:
Shaurya Chakra is an Indian military decoration awarded for valour, courageous
action or self-sacrifice while not engaged in direct action with the enemy.
It comes after the Ashoka Chakra and the Kirti Chakra.
Category: Peacetime gallantry award
Established: 1952

Brazilian astronomer Marcelo Gleiser wins 2019 Templeton Prize
Brazilian physicist and astronomer Marcelo Gleiser (60) was awarded 2019
Templeton Prize worth $1.4 million for his work on blending science and
spirituality. It makes him first Latin American to win this award.
Templeton Prize is awarded annually on person for outstanding his/her
contributions in affirming life's spiritual dimension, whether through insight,
discovery, or practical works.
Mother Teresa was the first winner in 1973.
Some of its other recipients include Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan (1975), Dalai
Lama (2012) etc.
In 2018, it was awarded to King Abdullah II of Jordan.
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SPORTS
T. Irfan became first Indian athlete to qualify for Tokyo Olympics
A 29-year-old Indian athlete from Kerala, K.T. Irfan qualified for the Tokyo
Olympics as he finished fourth in the mens 20 kilometre category at the Asian Race
Walking Championships in Nomi, Japan.
He got qualified for next year's Tokyo Olympics.
He made the cut after finishing fourth at the Asian Race Walking Championship at
Nomi in Japan.
The fourth-place finishes also ensured a berth in the upcoming International
Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) World Championship in Doha that
begins in September.
The Two other Indian race walkers, who qualified for the World Championship are
Devinder and Ganapati.

OCA reinstated Chess in Asian Games 2022
Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) decided to reinstate the Chess game to the
Asian Games fold for the 2022 edition in Hangzhou. The top players welcomed
the return of Chess.
The OCA General Assembly met in Bangkok on March 3 and its president
Sheikh Ahmad al-Fahad Al-Sabah officially confirmed the development to World
Chess Federation (WCF) president Arkady Dvorkovich.
Chess was a part of the Asian Games programme at the 2006 edition in Doha and
2010 in Guangzhou. India won two gold medals at Doha, and two bronze in the
2010 edition at Guangzhou.

Diksha, 18-yr-old becomes 2nd Indian golfer to win on Ladies European Tour
Diksha Dagar became the second Indian woman golfer to win an event on Ladies
European Tour after clinching South African Women's Open in Cape Town.
Aditi Ashok was the first Indian to win on the Ladies European Tour after
clinching Hero Women's Indian Open in Gurugram in 2016.

BCCI announced Dream11 as official partner of VIVO IPL

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 18 - March 24, 2019)

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI), announced Dream11, Indias
Biggest Sports Game, as the Official Partner for the VIVO Indian Premier League
(IPL).
This 4-year exclusive partnership will begin with the upcoming IPL 2019 season.
Additionally, the Official Fantasy Game of IPL will also be powered by Dream11.

Indian shuttler Sai Praneeth finished runner-up at Swiss Open
Indian shuttler Sai Praneeth won the silver medal at the Swiss Open after losing
the men's singles final to world number two and top-seeded Chinese shuttler Shi
Yuqi in Basel, Switzerland.
About 2019 Swiss Open:
The 2019 Swiss Open, officially the YONEX Swiss Open 2019, was a badminton
tournament which took place at St. Jakobshalle in Basel, Switzerland and had a
total purse of $150,000.

India finished second in medal tally at Asian Youth Championships
Indian youth team finish second in the overall medals tally with a total of 26
medals including eight gold, nine silver and nine bronze medals.
China topped the overall medals tally with 31 medals that included 12 gold, 11
silver and eight bronze medals.
Japan finished third with 20 medals that included 6 Gold, 8 Silver and 6 bronze.
Asian Youth Athletics Championships 2019 was held in Hong Kong.
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For the first time ever Bengaluru FC crowned ISL Champions
Bengaluru FCclinched their maidenIndian Super League title as Rahul
Bhekefound a championship-winning header in the dying minutes of thefinal
against FC Goa,in Mumbai.
The two teams were locked 0-0 after 90 minutes. Even the first extra time saw no
goals but Bengaluru got better of a 10-men Goan team 1-0, four minutes from the
end of the second extra half.

IPL franchise Rajasthan Royals to Academy in England
Indian Premier League (IPL) franchise Rajasthan Royals has tied up with
the Star Cricket Academy in Surrey, England. The tie-up is to re-launch the
facility as the Rajasthan Royals Academy. The centre has a state-of-the-art cricket
centre named the Jarrett Centre.
It is an indoor cricket training centre run by former professional
batsman Siddharth Lahiri, along with his team of coaches including former
England international and mentor to the academy, Keith Medlycott.
The franchise is also keen to create an exchange programme across India
and UK wherein the children from the UK will receive an opportunity to come to
Institute of Sport, Nagpur.

Gopi Thonakal qualified for World Athletics
In marathon, India's Asian champion Gopi Thonakal has qualified for the World
Athletics Championships to be held in the Qatari capital Doha in SeptemberOctober this year.
He achieved qualification after finishing 11th in the Seoul International Marathon,
clocking his personal best time of 2 hours 13 minutes 39 seconds.
Gopis time is the second best ever by an Indian after the four-decade old national
record of 2:12:00, which is held by Shivnath Singh.

CCFC was crowned the I League champion
Chennai City Football Club (CCFC) was officially crowned the I-League
champion in front of all the other clubs and bigwigs of All India Football
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Federation (AIFF) at a function in Chennai.
Special awards were given to:
Fair play award: Shillong Lajong
Top goal scorer: Pedro Manzi (CCFC) and Willis Plaza (Churchill Brothers) (21
goals each)
Best goalkeeper: Bilal Khan (Real Kashmir)
Best defender: Roberto Eslava (CCFC)
Best midfielder: Nestor Gordillo (CCFC)
Best forward: Manzi
Best home-match organiser: East Bengal
Emerging player: Gaurav Bora (CCFC)
Best coach: Akbar Nawas (CCFC)
Hero of the League: Manzi

Abu Dhabi signed to host T10 League for next five years
Zayed Cricket Stadium, Abu Dhabi, will be the new home of T10 cricket for the
next five years, starting with the 2019 season.
The first match of the T10 League 2019 will be held on October 23.
In Cricket, there are two short formats so far, that is, ODI and T-20. Now, brace for
T-10.
T10 was first introduced to the UAE in 2017. With eight squads vying for victory
in games with an explosive pace, players featured have included Chris Gayle,
Shoaib Malik, Shane Watson and Pakistan captain Sarfraz Ahmed.

BWF badminton rankings 2019: Lakshya, Riya break into top 100
Young Indian shuttlers Lakshya Sen and Riya Mookerjee broke into the
top-100 among Mens and Womens singles players in the latest World Badminton
Rankings.
Making a massive jump of 28 places, Lakshya Sen is placed 76th.
Riya Mookerjee climbed up 19 spots to be placed 94th.
In the women's singles rankings, P V Sindhu and Saina Nehwal are static with
Sindhu at sixth and Saina at ninth position.
Japan's Kento Momota is leading the men's chart while Chinese Taipei's Tai Tzu
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Ying is topping the women's singles list.
Among men, B Sai Praneeth also moved up three places to 19th. Kidambi
Srikanth remains static and is the best placed Indian in the men's rankings at
seventh. He is followed by Sameer Verma (14th), H S Prannoy (24th), Subhankar
Dey (43rd), Parupalli Kashyap (48th), Ajay Jayram (52nd) and Sourav Verma
(53rd).
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OBITUARY
Goa Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar passed away aged 63
Parrikar had first become Goa CM in 2000 and had also served as Defence
Minister of India from 2014 to 2017.
Mr. Parrikar was the first Indian Institute of Technology alumnus (of IIT, Bombay)
to serve as Chief Minister of Goa in 2000. He became Chief Minister for four
terms, but, ironically, could not complete a single full term in office.
He was born on December 13, 1955 in a middle-class family and began his political
career as a Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) pracharak (worker).
About Goa:
Capital: Panaji
Governor: Mridula Sinha
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Pinaki Chandra Ghose named as Indias first Lokpal
Pinaki
Chandra
Ghose
is
likely
to
be
Indias
first
anti-corruption ombudsman or Lokpal. He is the former Supreme Court
judge and current member of the National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC). The decision was made by the PM-led high-level selection committee.
Mr.Ghose was appointed as judge of the Calcutta High Court in 1997 and went on
to become Chief Justice of Andhra Pradesh before his elevation to the Supreme
Court in 2013.
The Lokpal Act, which was passed in 2013 after a nationwide anti-corruption
movement. The act provides for setting up of Lokpal at the centre and
Lokayuktas in the States to probe corruption complaints against top
functionaries and public servants.
A Lokpal is an anti-corruption authority or ombudsman who represents
the public interest. The Lokpal has jurisdiction over all Members of Parliament,
central government employees, including the Prime Minister and the Chief
Ministers in cases of corruption.

Goa Speaker Pramod Sawant sworn-in as new Chief Minister of Goa
Pramod Sawant (45), former Speaker of Goa legislative Assembly and MLA from
Sankhelim in North Goa was sworn-in as 13th Chief Minister of Goa, succeeding
Manohar Parrikar, who died on March 17 after a prolonged battle with advanced
pancreatic cancer.
Sudin alias Ramkrishna Dhavlikar of Maharashtrawadi Gomantak Party (MGP)
and Vijai Sardesai of Goa Forward Party were sworn in as Deputy Chief
Ministers.
Nine other leaders also took oaths as cabinet ministers.

Kazakhstan's 1st and only President resigns after 29 yrs in power
Nursultan Nazarbayev, Kazakhstan's first and only President, announced his
resignation on March 19 after 29 years in power.
He has been Kazakhstan's President since 1990 and was formally elected in 1991
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after the fall of the Soviet Union. He received 98 percent of the votes.
Nazarbayev would continue to chair the Security Council and remain the leader of
the Nur Otan party.
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, speaker of the upper house of parliament, will take over
as the country's acting president for the remainder of his term in line with the
constitution.
About Kazakhstan:
Capital: Astana
Currency: Kazakhstani tenge
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Day of Happiness is celebrated on 20th March
International Day of Happiness is celebrated every year on March 20. The theme
for IDH 2019 is Happier Together. This year the focus will be on what we have in
common, rather than what divides us. It is celebrated by all 193 UN Member
States.
Since 2013, the United Nations has celebrated the International Day of Happiness
as a way to recognize the importance of happiness in the lives of people around
the world. It was conceptualized and founded by philanthropist, activist, statesman,
and prominent United Nations special advisor Jayme Illien to inspire, mobilize,
and advance the global happiness movement.

Cyclothon held on the occasion of World Sparrow Day
A colourful cyclothon was organised in Berhampur on the occasion of World
Sparrow Day, March 20th, to mark the progress of making Ganjam the first
sparrow-friendly district of Odisha. The event aimed at spreading awareness
about the rising number of vehicles causing air pollution, which, in turn, affects the
avian population.
A large number of cyclists donning sparrow masks along with a sparrow mascot
took part in this cycle rally organised by youth environmental organisation
Anchalika Vikash Parishad (AVP) and the Forest Department.
A project to spread out sparrow conservation through artificial nests and
feeders was launched in Ganjam district on September 6, 2018, by AVP with the
Forest Departments support. The first phase was completed in February with
sparrow conservation through artificial nests taken up in at least one village in each
of the 22 blocks of Ganjam district. It now targets to take sparrow conservation to
each of 503 panchayats of Ganjam.

World Water Day is celebrated on 22nd March
The World Water Day designated by the United Nations is celebrated on 22nd
March every year. The first World Water Day was commemorated in 1993. The
theme for World Water Day 2019 is Leaving no one behind. This is an adaptation
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of the central promise of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: as
sustainable development progresses, everyone must benefit. Sustainable
Development Goal 6 (SDG 6) aims to ensure availability and sustainable
management of water for all by 2030.
To leave no one behind focus on taking efforts towards people including those who
have been marginalized or ignored.
Regulatory and legal frameworks must recognise the right to water for all people,
and sufficient funding must be fairly and effectively targeted at those who need it
most.

World Down Syndrome Day observed on March 21
Recognizing the need to support people suffering from Down Syndrome, the WHO
(world Health Organization) on 20th December 2007, recognized March 21st as
World Down Syndrome Day.
Following the decision of WHO, the United Nations General Assembly also
designated the same date as World Down Syndrome Day on 19th December 2011.
Since 2012 World Down Syndrome Day has been observed annually on 21st
March.
World Down Syndrome Day 2019 theme is Leave no one behind.
Down Syndrome is a genetic disorder causing a delayed physical and mental
growth in individuals. Children or adults suffering from Down Syndrome have
lower IQ and learning ability along with characteristic facial features. A young
adult with Down Syndrome has an average IQ of 50; equivalent to that of a normal
9 years old child.
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INDEX / LIST
Mukesh Ambani Tops Forbes List of Worlds Richest Sports Team Owners
The chairman and managing director of Reliance Industries Limited (RIL), Mukesh
Ambani tops with a net worth of around $50 billion.
Ambani bought the Indian Premier League (IPL) team Mumbai Indians for over
$100 million through RIL's 100 percent subsidiary IndiaWin Sports. The team had
won the IPL crown in 2013, 2015 and 2017.
Former Microsoft CEO, Steve Ballmer who own the Los Angeles Clippers team
placed at the second spot in the list. He purchased the basketball team for about $2
billion after he retired from Microsoft.
Red Bull energy drink company founder Dietrich Mateschitz followed at number
three spot. He owns Red Bull Toro Rosso Honda, Formula One team Red Bull
Racing and MLS club New York Red Bulls.

Singapore, Paris and Hong Kong share the title of the world's most expensive
city
According to the Economist Intelligence Unit's (EIU) Worldwide Cost of Living
Survey, Asia's Lion City - Singapore has been joined by Paris and Hong Kong in
a tie at the top of the table.
Switzerland's Zurich and Geneva and Japan's Osaka are also among top five most
expensive cities.
According to the report, India's Bengaluru, Chennai and New Delhi are among the
ten cheapest locations surveyed.
EIUs 2019 Worldwide Cost of Living Survey compares the prices of more than 400
items across 160 products and services. These include food, drink, clothing,
household supplies and personal care items, as well as private schools, domestic
help and recreational costs.

India ranked 140th in the happiest country in the world 2019 list
Finland has been ranked as the happiest country in the world 2019 for the
second year in succession. The report was released by the Sustainable
Development Solutions Network for the United Nations on March 20.
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India secured 140th place, seven spots down from last year, on UN World
Happiness Report- 2019. Indians are not as happy in 2019 as they were in 2018 and
the country figures at 140th place, seven spots down from last year, on UN World
Happiness Report- 2019.
The UNs seventh annual World Happiness Report, which ranks the worlds 156
countries on how happy their citizens perceive themselves to be, also noted that
there has been an increase in negative emotions, including worry, sadness, and
anger.
Pakistan is ranked 67th, Bangladesh 125th and China is placed at 93rd position,
according to the report. People in war-torn South Sudan are the most
unhappy,ranked 156th,with their lives.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Which of the following has been reinstated to the Asian Games 2022
edition?
A.Chess
B.Archery
C.Bowling
D.Jet Ski

Answer A
Explanation Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) decided to reinstate the Chess game to the Asian
Games fold for the 2022 edition in Hangzhou.

2) In which Indian State was the West Nile Virus recently found?
A.Odisha
B.J&K
C.Kerala
D.Karnataka

Answer C
Explanation A seven-year-old in Kerala has been detected with the West Nile Virus. The central
government has sent the team to the state and is monitoring the case closely.

3) Which of the following Dock is manufacturing six Scorpene submarines
under technology transfer from Naval Group of France?
A.Mazagon Dock Limited, Mumbai
B.Hindustan Shipyard Limited, Visakhapatnam
C.Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers, Kolkata
D.Goa Shipyard Limited, Goa

Answer A
Explanation Mazagon Dock Limited (MDL), Mumbai, is manufacturing six Scorpene
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submarines under technology transfer from Naval Group of France under a 2005 contract worth
$3.75 bn.

4) Which of the following is Indian Navy's Scorpene submarine?
A.INS Sahyadri
B.INS Khanderi
C.INS Tarini
D.INS Vikramaditya

Answer B
Explanation INS Khanderi is Indian Navy's Scorpene submarine

5) Who was sworn-in as new Chief Minister of Goa?
A.Vishwajit Rane
B.Vijai Sardesai
C.Sudin Dhavalikar
D.Pramod Sawant

Answer D
Explanation Pramod Sawant (45), former Speaker of Goa legislative Assembly and MLA from
Sankhelim in North Goa was sworn-in as 13th Chief Minister of Goa, succeeding Manohar
Parrikar, who died on March 17 after a prolonged battle with advanced pancreatic cancer.

6) Which of the following Russian aircraft successfully reached International
Space Station?
A.Almaz spacecraft
B.Voskhod program spacecraft
C.TKS spacecraft
D.Soyuz spacecraft

Answer D
Explanation Russian Soyuz spacecraft carrying NASA Astronaut Nick Hague and Christina
Koch, and Cosmonaut Alexey Ovchinin successfully docked International Space Station (ISS).
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7) How many countries jointly initiated the International Space Station (ISS)
programme?
A.5
B.8
C.10
D.13

Answer A
Explanation The International Space Station is a habitable artificial satellite in low Earth orbit.
The ISS programme is a joint project between five participating space agencies: NASA (United
States), Roscosmos (Russia), JAXA (Japan), ESA (Europe), and CSA (Canada).

8) Who topped the Forbes List of Worlds Richest Sports Team Owners 2019?
A.Juhi Chawla
B.Mukesh Ambani
C.Grandhi Mallikarjuna Rao
D.Preity Zinta

Answer B
Explanation The chairman and managing director of Reliance Industries Limited (RIL), Mukesh
Ambani topped Forbes' list of The World's Richest Sports Team Owners 2019, with a net worth
of around $50 billion.

9) Which of the following Indian shuttler won Silver medal at Swiss Open
2019?
A.B Sai Praneeth
B.Parupalli Kashyap
C.Subhankar Dey
D.Lakshya Sen

Answer A
Explanation Indian shuttler Sai Praneeth won the silver medal at the Swiss Open after losing the
men's singles final to world number two and top-seeded Chinese shuttler Shi Yuqi in Basel,
Switzerland.
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10) Which of the following won the Businessline Changemaker Award 2019
for the Category Changemaker of the Year?
A.Clean Ganga Committee
B.ONGC Committee
C.GST Council
D.National Council for Minorities

Answer C
Explanation Businessline Changemaker Awards were constituted in the year 2018 to mark the
completion of 25 years by the Hindu Business Line. Changemaker Of The Year was awarded to
GST Council.

11) ArcelorMittal got approval from _______ to buy Essar Steel worth
Rs.42,000 crore?
A.National Green Tribunal (NGT)
B.National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
C.National Appellate Tribunal (NAT)
D.Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal (DSAT)

Answer B
Explanation The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLT) gave a conditional nod to
a Rs.42,000-crore offer by worlds largest steelmaker ArcelorMittal to buy Essar Steel.

12) __________ will be the first joint military exercise of Shanghai
Cooperation Organization.
A.Sary-Arka-Antiterror 2019
B.GARUDA SHAKT 2019
C.Prabal Dostyk 2019
D.Ekuverin 2019

Answer A
Explanation The decision to hold Sary-Arka-Antiterror 2019, the first joint military exercise of
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) was announced at the during the 34th meeting of the
RATS council held in Tashkent, Uzbekistan.
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13) How many member states are there in Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO)?
A.5
B.6
C.7
D.8

Answer D
Explanation The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) is an international alliance that
consists of 8 member states.

14) Which of the following becomes the first Indian Coast Guard ship to visit
Indonesia?
A.Vijit
B.Samarth
C.Rajdhwaj
D.Samrat

Answer A
Explanation Indian Coast Guard Ship 'Vijit' became the first-ever Coast Guard ship to visit
Sabang, Indonesia. ICGS Vijit is the 2nd in the series of 90 meter Offshore Patrol Vessels and
was commissioned at Goa on 11 Dec 2010. 'Vijit' meaning Winner or Victorious.

15) Which of the resolutions piloted by India did UNAE adopt?
A.Single-use plastics and sustainable nitrogen management
B.Reduction of Carbon emission and sustainable nitrogen management
C.Afforestation and Reduction of Carbon emission
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) has adopted two resolutions
piloted by India on single-use plastics and sustainable nitrogen management.
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16) Who won the Windham-Campbell Prize $165,000 under the non-fiction
category?
A.Arundhati Roy
B.Vikram Seth
C.Amitav Gosh
D.Raghu Karnad

Answer D
Explanation Indian Writer Raghu Karnad has won the Windham-Campbell Prize $165,000.
Windham-Campbell Prize in the non-fiction category for his debut book, The Farthest Field: An
Indian Story Of The Second World War.

17) Who became 1st woman to win prestigious Abel Prize?
A.Eugenie Hunsicker
B.Irina Linke
C.Karen Uhlenbeck
D.Fabola Loterio

Answer C
Explanation Mathematician Karen Uhlenbeck (76-year-old) has become the first woman to win
the Abel prize, sometimes called the Nobel prize of mathematics, for the impact of her work on
"analysis, geometry and mathematical physics".

18) Which rail coach manufacturing unit of Indian Railways becomes worlds
largest rail coach manufacturer?
A.Integral Coach Factory(ICF), Chennai
B.Rail Coach Factory (RCF), Kapurthala
C.Modern Coach Factory (MCF), Raebareli
D.Chittaranjan Locomotive Works, Asansol

Answer A
Explanation Integral Coach Factory (ICF), the rail coach manufacturing factory at Chennai,
which became famous for manufacturing Train 18, has become the single largest rail coach
manufacturer in the world surpassing top Chinese manufacturers.
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19) National Green Tribunal has directed _________ to prepare a noise
pollution map.
A.Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
B.Noise Pollution Control Board (NPCB)
C.Environmental Pollution Control Board (EPCB)
D.National Pollution Control Board (NPCB)

Answer A
Explanation The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) to prepare a noise pollution map and identify hotspots and categorise the cities
with specified hotspots.

20) Which Country's army is to create a new Specialised Infantry Battalion by
recruiting more than 800 Nepalese Gurkha serviceperson?
A.US Army
B.British Army
C.Indian Army
D.People's Liberation Army

Answer B
Explanation The British Army has announced that it would create a new Specialised Infantry
Battalion by recruiting more than 800 Nepalese Gurkha servicepersons.

21) Which of the following State has begun to take census of Otters for the first
time?
A.Haryana
B.Punjab
C.Uttar Pradesh
D.Tamil Nadu

Answer C
Explanation For the first time, Uttar Pradesh is taking a census of otters in its protected areas.
The census has begun in the Pilibhit Tiger Reserve (PTR).
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22) Who has been awarded Shaurya Chakra 2019 for saving his father from
three armed terrorists in 2017, when he was 14 years old?
A.Pankaj Semwal
B.Netravati Chavan
C.Karanbeer Singh
D.Irfan Ramzan Sheikh

Answer D
Explanation Jammu and Kashmir's Irfan Ramzan Sheikh, who fought off three armed terrorists
in 2017, when he was 14 years old, was awarded Shaurya Chakra by President Ram Nath Kovind.
Sheikh fought off the terrorists who wanted to kill his father and didn't let them enter his house.

23) Eurasian Otter (Lutra lutra) falls under __________ of IUCN Red List
status.
A.Vulnerable
B.Near Threatened
C.Critically endangered
D.Extinct

Answer B
Explanation Eurasian Otter (Lutra lutra) falls under Near Threatened status of IUCN Red List.

24) Where is the Pilibhit Tiger Reserve located?
A.Himachal Pradesh
B.Maharashtra
C.Assam
D.Uttar Pradesh

Answer D
Explanation Pilibhit Tiger Reserve spreads across Pilibhit district, Lakhimpur Kheri District and
Bahraich District of Uttar Pradesh.

25) When is the International Day of Happiness celebrated?
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A.March 18
B.March 19
C.March 20
D.March 21

Answer C
Explanation International Day of Happiness is celebrated every year on March 20. The theme for
IDH 2019 is Happier Together.

26) Which of the Indian Premier League (IPL) franchise is to set up its
academy in Surrey, England?
A.Chennai Super kings
B.Kolkata Knight Riders
C.Delhi Capitals
D.Rajasthan Royals

Answer D
Explanation Indian Premier League (IPL) franchise Rajasthan Royals has tied up with the Star
Cricket Academy in Surrey, England. The tie-up is to re-launch the facility as the Rajasthan
Royals Academy.

27) Japanese Olympic chief who quits amid allegations of corruption over
Tokyos successful bid to host the 2020 Games, is ___________.
A.Tsunekazu Takeda
B.Ng Ser Miang
C.Gou Zhongwen
D.Kipchoge Keino

Answer A
Explanation Tsunekazu Takeda, the head of Japan's Olympic Committee (JOC), is stepping
down over corruption allegations relating to the awarding of the 2020 Games to Tokyo.

28) Hyundai Motor Company and Kia Motors Corporation to invest _______
on Ola on developing unique fleet and mobility solutions.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 18 - March 24, 2019)

A.$100 million
B.$300 million
C.$500 million
D.$800 million

Answer B
Explanation Hyundai Motor Company and Kia Motors Corporation together plans to invest $300
million in cab aggregator Ola on developing unique fleet and mobility solutions.

29) A new sea level oscillation which is driven by intense winds hovering over a
small area in the eastern Indian Ocean associated with tropical weather
phenomenon is called ________.
A.Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO)
B.Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)
C.North Pacific Oscillation (NPO)
D.North Pacific Gyre Oscillation (NPGO)

Answer A
Explanation A new sea level oscillation which is driven by intense winds hovering over a small
area in the eastern Indian Ocean. This wind is associated with tropical weather phenomenon
called Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO). MJOs, being a low-pressure system, is known to
facilitate cyclone formation over the Indian Ocean.

30) Recently, which country pledged to join China's Belt and Road Initiative?
A.Germany
B.Italy
C.France
D.Singapore

Answer B
Explanation Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte pledged to make Italy the first Group of
Seven nation to join China's ambitious Belt and Road initiative (BRI).

31) Which of the following has become the first Indian low-cost carrier to get
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the IATA membership?
A.SpiceJet
B.GoAir
C.IndiGo
D.AirAsia India

Answer A
Explanation Budget carrier SpiceJet has joined global airlines' grouping International Air
Transport Association (IATA), becoming the first Indian low-cost carrier to get the membership.

32) Google recently unveiled a video game streaming service __________.
A.Hulu
B.Philo
C.Stadia
D.Jump

Answer C
Explanation Google unveiled its on-demand video-game streaming service Stadia, built for
Chrome, Android and TVs, at the 2019 Game Developers Conference in San Francisco,
California.

33) Which Country ranked happiest Country in the world for the second year
in succession?
A.Pakistan
B.India
C.Finland
D.Sweden

Answer C
Explanation Finland has been ranked as the happiest country in the world 2019 for the second
year in succession. The report was released by the Sustainable Development Solutions Network
for the United Nations on March 20.

34) India secured ________ place on the UN World Happiness Report 2019.
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A.133rd
B.140th
C.152nd
D.156th

Answer B
Explanation India secured 140th place, seven spots down from last year, on UN World
Happiness Report- 2019.

35) Where was the 33rd edition of India-Indonesia coordinated patrol (INDINDO CORPAT) inaugurated?
A.Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar Islands
B.Jakarta, Indonesia
C.Dehradun, India
D.Bandung, Indonesia

Answer A
Explanation The 33rd edition of India-Indonesia coordinated patrol (IND-INDO CORPAT) was
inaugurated at Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar Islands. The IND-INDO CORPAT 2019 is held
from 19 Mar to 04 Apr 2019.

36) Which of the following launched smart garbage bins?
A.TATA
B.SAIL
C.CIL
D.BHEL

Answer B
Explanation Steel Authority of India Ltd (SAIL) has launched smart garbage bins made of
stainless steel which integrates technology for smart waste management.

37) When is the World Sparrow Day celebrated?
A.March 20th
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B.March 21st
C.March 22nd
D.March 23rd

Answer A
Explanation The World Sparrow Day celebrated is celebrated on 20th March every year.

38) Which of the following district is the first sparrow-friendly district of
Odisha?
A.Nuapada
B.Balasore
C.Ganjam
D.Jharsuguda

Answer C
Explanation A colourful cyclothon was organised in Berhampur on the occasion of World
Sparrow Day, March 20th, to mark the progress of making Ganjam the first sparrow-friendly
district of Odisha.

39) In which of the following asteroid Scientists found the evidence of
abundant water-bearing minerals?
A.Bennu
B.Aten
C.Apollo
D.Toutatis

Answer A
Explanation Scientists have discovered evidence of abundant water-bearing minerals on the
surface of the near-earth asteroid Bennu.

40) Who won the I-League championship of All India Football Federation
(AIFF)?
A.Real Kashmir FC
B.East Bengal FC
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C.Bengaluru FC
D.Chennai City FC

Answer D
Explanation Chennai City Football Club (CCFC) was officially crowned the I-League champion
in front of all the other clubs and bigwigs of All India Football Federation (AIFF) at a function in
Chennai.

41) Asian Development Bank (ADB) has inked an agreement to invest USD
___________ in Avaada Energy Pvt Ltd, for expansion of solar projects in
India.
A.50 million
B.35 million
C.60 million
D.45 million

Answer A
Explanation The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will invest $50 million in Indian renewable
energy independent power producer Avaada Energy Private Limited, to expand its solar energy
generation capacity in India.

42) Which of the following stadium will be the new home of T10 cricket for the
next five years?
A.New Wanderers Stadium, South Africa
B.Sheikh Abu Naser Stadium, Bangladesh
C.Zayed Cricket Stadium, Abu Dhabi, UAE
D.Melbourne Cricket Ground, Australia

Answer C
Explanation Zayed Cricket Stadium, Abu Dhabi, will be the new home of T10 cricket for the
next five years, starting with the 2019 season.

43) When is the World Water Day celebrated?
A.March 20
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B.March 21
C.March 22
D.March 23

Answer C
Explanation The World Water Day designated by the United Nations is celebrated on 22nd
March every year.

44) What is the theme for World Water Day 2019?
A.Benefit for all
B.Leaving no one behind
C.Nature for Water
D.Conserve water, conserve life

Answer B
Explanation The World Water Day designated by the United Nations is celebrated on 22nd
March every year. The theme for World Water Day 2019 is Leaving no one behind.

45) Which of the following Indian-origin politician created history in the
House of Commons of Canada as the first non-white leader of a major
opposition party in the country?
A.Herb Dhaliwal
B.Hardial Bains
C.Parm Gill
D.Jagmeet Singh

Answer D
Explanation Indian-origin Jagmeet Singh made history in the House of Commons, a component
of Canadas Parliament, as the first non-white leader of a major opposition party in the country.

46) Which of the following is the joint military exercise between India and Sri
Lanka?
A.Mitra Shakti VI
B.COPE 2019
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C.SURYA KIRAN-XIII
D.Prabal Dostyk 2019

Answer A
Explanation India and Sri Lanka is to conduct joint military exercise Mitra Shakti VI from 26
March to 8 April at Sri Lanka.

47) Which of the following crop-damaging worms are spreading in Asia?
A.Armyworms
B.Caecal Worm
C.Gapeworm
D.Aphids

Answer A
Explanation The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has expressed concerns over the
increasing menace of the Crop-damaging armyworms in Asia.

48) Which of the following Forest Ordinance Bill has been passed by Lok
Sabha?
A.Indian Forest (Amendment) Bill, 2017
B.Indian Forest (Amendment) Bill, 2018
C.Compensatory Afforestation Fund Bill, 2016
D.Compensatory Afforestation Fund Bill, 2017

Answer A
Explanation The Lok Sabha passed Indian Forest (Amendment) Bill, 2017. The bill replaces
Indian Forest (Amendment) Ordinance, 2017 promulgated by President Ram Nath Kovind in
November 2017 and amends Indian Forest Act, 1927.

49) Which of the following Indian shuttler placed in top 10 in the latest World
Badminton Rankings?
A.Sai Praneeth
B.Lakshya Sen
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C.Parupalli Kashyap
D.Kidambi Srikanth

Answer D
Explanation Kidambi Srikanth remains static and is the best placed Indian in the men's rankings
at seventh. He is followed by Sameer Verma (14th), H S Prannoy (24th), Subhankar Dey (43rd),
Parupalli Kashyap (48th), Ajay Jayram (52nd) and Sourav Verma (53rd).

50) India Post released a special stamp cover on Ice Stupa in ________.
A.Jammu
B.Gulmarg
C.Pahalgam
D.Leh

Answer D
Explanation India Post released a special stamp cover on Ice Stupa in Leh at an event in the
presence of Himalayan Institute of Alternatives Ladakh founder Sonam Wangchuk who
spearheaded the Ice Stupa initiative.

51) Social media platforms and _________ presented a 'Voluntary Code of
Ethics' for the General Election 2019.
A.Lok Sabha (House of the People)
B.Election Commission of India (ECI)
C.Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI)
D.Ministry of Information and Technology

Answer C
Explanation Social media platforms and the Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI)
presented a 'Voluntary Code of Ethics' for the General Election 2019 to the Election Commission
of India.

52) Which of the following spacecraft has its mission of the asteroid Ryugu?
A.Hayabusa2
B.SELENE
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C.IKAROS
D.Akatsuki

Answer A
Explanation Japanese space agency, JAXA's Hayabusa2 spacecraft has its mission of the
asteroid Ryugu.

53) RBI declined which Bank's proposal to name change after its merger with
LIC?
A.Dena Bank
B.IDBI Bank
C.Indus Ind Bank
D.Karur Vysya Bank

Answer B
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has turned down IDBI Banks proposal to change
its name following the transfer of a controlling 51% stake to LIC, insurance behemoth, from the
government of India.

54) RBI governor Shaktikanta Das called for permanent status to __________
Commission.
A.Planning
B.Finance
C.NITI Aayog
D.San Jose planning

Answer B
Explanation Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governor Shaktikanta Das called for permanent status
to Finance Commission. RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das is also the member of the fifteenth
finance commission.

55) Which of the following Indian-American lawyer has been sworn in as U.S.
Circuit Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit Court of Appeals?
A.Ajit Pai
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B.Deepak Chopra
C.Neomi Jehangir Rao
D.Neal Katyal

Answer C
Explanation Neomi Jehangir Rao, a prominent Indian-American lawyer, has been sworn in as
U.S. Circuit Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit Court of Appeals.

56) How much does the Japan-based Daiki Aluminium Industry Co. Ltd. plan
to invest on its new plant at Sri City, Andhra Pradesh?
A.Rs.250 crore
B.Rs.350 crore
C.Rs.500 crore
D.Rs.750 crore

Answer A
Explanation Japan-based Daiki Aluminium Industry Co. Ltd., through its Indian subsidiary, will
be setting up an aluminium alloy plant at Sri City in Andhra Pradesh. Daiki Aluminium Industry
India Pvt. Ltd. would make an initial investment of Rs.250 crore.

57) Japan-based Daiki Aluminium Industry Co. Ltd. is to set up its aluminium
alloy plant at ___________.
A.Mumbai, Maharashtra
B.Pune, Maharashtra
C.Sri City, Andhra Pradesh
D.Chennai, Tamil Nadu

Answer C
Explanation Japan-based Daiki Aluminium Industry Co. Ltd., through its Indian subsidiary, will
be setting up an aluminium alloy plant at Sri City in Andhra Pradesh.

58) Which of the following city is to establish 112 EV charging Stations in
India?
A.Mumbai
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B.Bengaluru
C.New Delhi
D.Hyderabad

Answer B
Explanation In order to reduce the burden for the electric vehicle users who hunt for charging
stations in the city Electric Vehicles Charging Stations, 112 EV charging Stations has been
planned to be established in Bengaluru, Andhra Pradesh.
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