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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Bangladesh Approves Currency Swap Facility to Sri Lanka
Bangladesh's central bank has approved a $200 million currency swap facility for
Sri Lanka, which will assist the country in dealing with its foreign exchange crisis.
Highlights:
A currency swap is essentially a loan given by Bangladesh to Sri Lanka in dollars
with the agreement that the debt will be repaid in Sri Lankan rupees with interest.
This is less expensive than borrowing on the market for Sri Lanka.
The duration of the currency swap will be specified in the agreement.
This may be Bangladesh's first time extending a helping hand to another country.
This is also the first time Sri Lanka has borrowed from a SAARC country other
than India.

Edible Oil Prices Rise Sharply
Prices for edible oil have risen dramatically in recent months.
Highlights:
Prices for six edible oils have risen: groundnut oil, mustard oil, vanaspati, soya oil,
sunflower oil, and palm oil.
Consumption of edible oils has increased over the years due to rising incomes and
changing food habits.
One major reason for price increases is the shift in edible oil usage from food to
biofuel.
Other reasons include increased Chinese purchases, labour issues in Malaysia, the
impact of laNina on palm and soya producing areas, and the imposition of crude
palm oil export duties in Indonesia and Malaysia.
In order to reduce prices immediately, the import duty, which has risen due to the
imposition of a cess after the budget, must be reduced.

GDP of India Contracts By 7.3% - CSO
According to a report released by the Central Statistical Office, India's GDP will
contract by 7.3 percent in 2020-21. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, GDP growth
in 2019-20 was 4%.
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Highlights:
The economy's Gross Value Added (GVA) fell 6.2 percent in 2020-21, compared
to a 4.1 percent increase the previous year.
Agriculture, forestry, and fishing (3.6 percent positive growth) and electricity, gas,
water supply, and other utility services (1.9 percent positive growth) were the only
two sectors to show positive GVA growth.
Trade, hotels, transportation, communication, and broadcasting-related services
have experienced the greatest decline (-18.2 percent), followed by construction
(-8.6 percent), mining and quarrying (-8.5 percent), and manufacturing (-7.2
percent).
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INTERNATIONAL
Indian Peacekeepers to be Honoured with Medal of UN
Corporal Yuvraj Singh, civilian peacekeepers Ivan Michael Picardo and Moolchand
Yadav will all receive the UN Medal of Honor.
Highlights:
Corporal Yuvraj Singh serves in the United Nations Mission in South Sudan
(UNMISS), and civilian peacekeeper Ivan Michael Picardo is associated with
UNAMISS as a civilian peacekeeper. Moolchand Yadav is in contact with the
United Nations Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAMI).
Last year, three Indian peacekeepers were killed among 129 military, police and
civilian personnel. This personnel were awarded for their courage and sacrifice in
carrying out their missions. They were awarded among 129 military, police and
civilian personnel honour.
According to UN data, India is the fifth-largest contributor of uniformed personnel
to the UN peacekeeping forces, with more than 5,500 military personnel in peace
operations in Abyei, Cyprus, Congo, Lebanon, Middle East, Somalia, South Sudan
and Western Sahara. And the police.

Places in News - Cali
Following the latest anti-government protests, the Colombian Army has tightened
its control on Cali.
Highlights:
Protests erupted in Cali and other cities in April in response to a proposed reform
that would have reduced the threshold at which salaries are taxed.
The government argued that the move was critical to mitigating economic
difficulties, but many Colombians were concerned that it would lead to poverty.
Although the tax plan was withdrawn, anti-government sentiment grew, and
protests expanded to include police violence, poverty, and Colombia's health crisis.

China to Allow Couples to Have Third Child
China has announced that it will now allow three children per married couple, just
days after census data revealed that population growth has slowed to its slowest rate
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since the 1950s. Five years ago, in 2016, it relaxed the controversial one-child
policy to two for the first time.
Highlights:
China implemented its one-child policy in 1980, when the Communist Party feared
that the country's growing population, which was approaching one billion at the
time, would impede economic progress.
It was enforced in a variety of ways, including financially incentivizing families to
have only one child, making contraception widely available, and imposing
sanctions on those who violated the policy.
Chinese authorities have long hailed the policy as a success, claiming that it helped
the country avoid severe food and water shortages by preventing the birth of up to
40 crore people.
However, the restriction of the only child is also a source of dissatisfaction
Fears of a rapidly ageing population stifling economic growth compelled the ruling
Communist Party to allow two children per married couple.

Microsoft Launches the Asia-Pacific Cybersecurity Council
The 1st ever Asia Pacific Public Sector Cyber Security Executive Council has been
launched by using Microsoft. The council consists of policymakers and influencers
from Brunei, Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand.
About the council:
The council objectives to accelerate public-private partnerships in cybersecurity
and share dangerous intelligence. The council will meet without a doubt on a
quarterly basis. As the phase of the council, authorities' businesses and country
leaders will be part of a forum. The forum consists of Microsoft & its cybersecurity
industry advisors. Encounter rates for malware & ransomware attacks are more
significant than average in the case of APAC. APAC means Asia-Pacific (Asia
PAC-ic).

ICICI Lombard Companions with Microsoft
The country's largest private-sector typical insurer, ICICI Lombard, has tied up
with Microsoft to strengthen and automate the fantastic manipulate processes. The
insurer will use Microsoft's Azure Speech Services and Natural Language
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Processing (NLP) to display its daily service calls made by consumer carrier reps.
Highlights:
The deployment of Azure's artificial instruments has, amongst one-of-a-kind
issues, allowed ICICI Lombard to enhance the accuracy of its special audits. In
response to Girish Nayak, ICICI Lombard's chief knowledge officer, the usage of
cognitive talent understanding will automate gorgeous checks, which can in flip
make their carrier more extraordinary environment friendly.
The sooner route required the corporate to manually show screen a pattern of 20%
of the over a thousand calls a day that the company made for conceivable
enhancements. The improved effectivity will enable ICICI Lombard to decorate its
patron support, mentioned Nayak. The brand-new machine approves Lombard to
show screen a hundred per cent of its calls now.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Mid-Day-Meal Scheme Monetary Assistance
The government will provide monetary assistance via DBT under the MDM
Scheme.
Highlights:
As a special welfare measure, the Union Minister for Education has approved a
proposal to provide monetary assistance to 11.8 crore students via Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) for the cooking expenses of the Mid-Day-Meal Scheme to all
eligible children.
Schools have been closed as a result of the pandemic and the ensuing lockdowns.
This has had an impact on the nutritional intake of many students from low-income
families who rely on the mid-day meal provided by their schools for food and
nutrition.
This scheme also prevented many students from dropping out of school.
The current monetary assistance measure is a one-time welfare measure that
applies to children studying in classes I to VIII in approximately 11.20 lakh
government and government-sponsored schools across India.
The central government will provide about 12 billion rupees in additional funds to
the state government and UT authorities.

National AI Portal 1st Anniversary
On May 28, the National Artificial Intelligence Portal celebrated its first
anniversary.
About the National AI Portal:
In May 2020, the portal will be launched.
It is a collaboration between the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), the National e-Governance Division (NeGD), and
NASSCOM.
It acts as a central hub for AI-related news, articles, events, learning, and activities
in India and beyond.
The goal of this website is to become a trusted content powerhouse in the context
of India's move towards a global leader in Artificial Intelligence.
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This portal focuses on developing and sustaining a unified AI ecosystem to drive
excellence and leadership in India's AI journey, fostering economic growth and
improving lives.

PM-CARES for Children Scheme
The PM-CARES for Children Scheme has been launched to assist and empower
Covid-affected children.
Highlights:
The PM-CARES for Children' scheme will provide assistance to all children who
have lost both parents, a surviving parent, or a legal guardian/adoptive parents as a
result of Covid-19.
The following are the benefits of the scheme:
Fixed Deposit in the child's name
Schooling for children under the age of ten years
School education for children aged 11 to 18 years
Higher Education Assistance
Health Coverage

Launch of YUVA
YUVA (Young, Upcoming and Versatile Authors) was launched by the
government.
About YUVA:
YUVA-Prime Minister's Young Authors Mentoring Scheme, this is a Author
mentoring program to train young and up-and-coming authors (under 30), initiated
by the Ministry of Education, Dept of Higher Education.
The program's main goal is to promote reading, writing, and book culture in the
country, as well as to project India and Indian writings globally.
YUVA is a part of the India@75 Project (Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav), which aims
to bring to the forefront the perspectives of the young generation of writers on
topics such as Unsung Heroes, Freedom Fighters, Unknown and Forgotten Places
and their role in the National Movement, and other related themes in an innovative
and creative manner.
The Education Ministry's National Book Trust (NBT) is the implementing agency
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of this scheme.
The NBT will publish books created under this scheme. They will be translated
into other Indian languages as well.
The selected young authors will interact with some of the world's best authors,
attend literary festivals, and so on.
Highlights:
A total of 75 authors will be chosen through an All India Contest to be held in June
July 2021 on https://www.mygov.in/.
The winners will be revealed on August 15, 2021.
Eminent authors and mentors will train the young authors.
Under the Mentorship Scheme, each author will receive a consolidated scholarship
of Rs.50,000 per month for a period of six months.

GST Council Presided by Finance Minister
The Union Finance Minister presided over the 43rd GST Council. The GST
Council made some suggestions
Highlights:
The GST Council made the following suggestions:
As a COVID-19 relief measure, a no. of COVID-19-related goods, such as oxygen
concentrators, medical oxygen, and other oxygen storage and transportation
equipment, have been recommended for full IGST exemption.
Due to the increasing number of Black Fungus cases, the exemption from IGST
has been extended to Amphotericin B.
The GST rate on Diethylcarbamazine (DEC) tablets has been recommended for
reduction to 5% (from 12 percent) to support the Lympahtic Filarisis (endemic)
elimination programme being carried out in collaboration with WHO .
The goods and service tax for MRO services of ships/vessels should be reduced
from 18% to 5%.
An amnesty scheme for small GST taxpayers was also announced, allowing them
to file returns with lower late fees.
Filing annual returns has also been simplified.
The Council has recommended that the CGST Act be amended to allow for selfcertification of reconciliation statements rather than having them certified by
Chartered Accountants.
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Four New National Helpline Number Launched
The Joint Information and Broadcasting Department have launched four new
helplines to help people in the second wave of covid-19. A consultation report has
been issued to the government's private television channels to spread awareness
about the covid-19 pandemic to raise these figures.
Highlights:
1075 is the national service hotline. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
1098 is the hotline for children's help. Ministry of Women and Child Development
14566 is the elderly helpline of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. It
will operate in Karnataka, Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan,
Telangana, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand.
08046110007 is the National Institute of Mental Health and Neuroscience
(NIMHANS) helpline, which will provide psychological support.
In addition, the AYUSH department also launched a community support hotline
14443 to provide methods and solutions to the challenges faced by COVID-19.
The 1075 covid hotline service telephone number is now open for booking
vaccination spots in rural India. The 1075 covid hotline service telephone number is
now available for booking vaccination spots in rural India. This information was
provided by the National Health Agency (NHA), led by RS Sharma.

Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme - ECLGS
The ECLGS (Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme) has been expanded.
Highlights:
Because of the disruptions caused by the second wave of the pandemic, the
government has extended the ECLGS.
ECLGS 4.0: 100% guarantee cover for loans up to Rs.2 crore to hospitals/nursing
homes/clinics/medical colleges for the establishment of on-site oxygen generation
plants, with interest rates capped at 7.5 percent.
The government also announced an extension of the scheme's tenor for MSMEs
and other entities that are eligible for restructuring under RBI guidelines as of May
5, 2021, and had borrowed credit under ECLGS 1.0.
Furthermore, borrowers covered by ECLGS 1.0 have been offered additional
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ECLGS assistance of up to 10% of the outstanding credit as of February 29, 2020.
The current loan outstanding ceiling of Rs. 500 crore for eligibility under ECLGS
3.0 will be removed, subject to a maximum additional ECLGS assistance to each
borrower of 40% or Rs.200 crore, whichever is less.
The Ministry also expanded the scope of ECLGS 3.0 to include the Civil Aviation
sector.
The validity of ECLGS was extended to September 30, 2021, or until guarantees in
the amount of Rs.3 lakh crore were issued. Disbursement under the scheme is
permitted until December 31, 2021.

Statehood Day of Goa
On the occasion of Goa's Statehood Day, the Prime Minister greeted the people of
the state.
Highlights:
Goa is located on India's southwestern coast, within the Konkan region, and it is
separated from the Deccan highlands by the Western Ghats.
It borders Maharashtra to the north, Karnataka to the east and south, and the
Arabian Sea forms its western coast.
On the 15th of August, 1947, India declared independence and requested that the
Portuguese cede their territories. Portuguese, on the other hand, refused.
The Indian government launched Operation Vijay in 1961, annexed the islands of
Daman and Diu, as well as Goa, to the Indian mainland.
The territory was divided on May 30, 1987, and Goa was formed. Daman and Diu
remained part of the Union Territory.
Panji is the capital.
Konkani, one of the 22 languages listed in the Eight Schedule, is the official
language.

Floating Jetty Inaugurated in Goa
The Ministry of Ports, Shipping & Waterways launched the second Floating jetty at
Old Goa.
Highlights:
The jetty will provide tourists with safe, hassle-free transportation.
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The Government of India has approved the construction of two concrete floating
jetties on the River Mondovi (NW-68) to connect Old Goa and Panjim.
This is the second floating jetty to be built.
The first jetty, located at Captain of Ports, Panjim, Goa, was inaugurated in Panjim
in February 2020.

Launch of Horticulture Cluster Development Programme
The Horticulture Cluster Development Programme (CDP) was launched by the
Ministry of Agriculture. The objective of the programme is to ensure the holistic
growth of horticulture.
Highlights:
During the pilot phase, the programme will be implemented in 12 horticulture
clusters across 11 states/UTs.
It is a central sector programme.
It is implemented by the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare's National
Horticulture Board (NHB).
Goal: To grow and develop identified horticulture clusters in order to make them
globally competitive.
The programme will benefit approximately ten lakh farmers.
When implemented in all 53 clusters, it is expected to generate an investment of
Rs. 10,000 crore.
All major issues will be addressed, including pre-production, production, postharvest management, logistics, marketing, and branding.

The Maratha Community Was Included in The Economically Weaker Section
EWS Quota
In Maharashtra, the Maratha community is included in the Economically Weaker
Section (EWS) quota.
Highlights:
Previously, the Supreme Court overturned the SEBC reservation in jobs and
education.
It enabled the State government to extend the EWS quota benefit to Marathas.
According to the government resolution, a person meeting the EWS criteria would
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be eligible for 10% reservation in educational institutes, excluding minority
institutes.
This would also apply to state government recruitment, and the reservation would
be in addition to the existing reservation.

Bell of Faith of Kerala for Rural Elders
The 'Bell of Faith' scheme will now be implemented for elderly people who live
alone in villages. Previously, this scheme had been successfully implemented in a
number of urban Kerala households.
About Bell of Faith' scheme:
It is a safety initiative conceived as part of Kerala's Community Policing Scheme.
In an emergency, it will assist elderly citizens in attracting the attention of their
neighbours by using a loud, remote-controlled alarm.
It has been in effect in Kerala since 2018.

PM CARES For Children- Empowering COVID-Affected Children
PM CARES For Children- Empowering COVID-Affected Children
The scheme has been launched to assist and empower Covid-affected children. The
scheme will provide assistance to all children who have lost both parents, a
surviving parent, or a legal guardian/adoptive parents as a result of Covid 19.
Highlights of the scheme:
Fixed Deposit in the child's name: A corpus of Rs 10 lakh for each child when he
or she reaches the age of 18 years.
School Education: Children under the age of ten will be admitted as day scholars to
the nearest Kendriya Vidyalaya or private school.
School Education: For children aged 11 to 18, admission will be granted to any
Central Government residential school, such as Sainik School or Navodaya
Vidyalaya.
Higher Education Support: The child will be assisted in obtaining an education
loan for Professional courses / Higher Education in India in accordance with the
current Education Loan norms.
Health Insurance: Under the Ayushman Bharat Scheme (PM-JAY), all the children
will be enrolled as beneficiaries with a health insurance cover of Rs 5 lakhs.
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D-voter or Doubtful Voter Mahindra Das
The last "foreigner," Manindra Das, walked out of one of Assam's six detention
centres, leaving approximately 170 more to be released from the other five.
Mahindra Das was labelled a "D-voter" in 2015 before being declared a "foreigner"
in a one-sided decision by a Foreigners' Tribunal in 2019.
Highlights:
About D-voter, or doubtful voter:
During the preparation of the National Register of Citizens in Assam, those whose
citizenship was in doubt or under dispute were labelled as D- Voters.'
They are not defined in the Citizenship Act of 1955 or the Citizenship Rules of
2003.
About declared foreigner:
The declared foreigner or DF, is a person who has been marked by the Foreigners'
Tribunal (FT) for allegedly failing to prove their citizenship after being identified
as an illegal immigrant by the State police's Border wing.
About Foreigners tribunal:
The Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964 established the Foreigners Tribunals.
The tribunals are quasi-judicial bodies that determine whether a person staying
illegally is a "foreigner" or not.

Madhya Pradesh Government Launches Ankur Scheme
In Madhya Pradesh, Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan initiated a program
called "Ankur", under which citizens who plant trees during the monsoon will be
rewarded. Citizens participating in the program will receive a Pranvayu award to
ensure public participation in the program.
About the scheme:
During the rainy season, saplings will be planted.
Participants must upload a photo while planting the sapling and then upload
another image after 30 days of caring for the sapling.
Winners will be selected from each district after verification to receive the
Pranvayu Prize.
Citizens can participate in afforestation activities by registering on the Vayudoot
app, which was launched by the state to manage the activities of the "Ankur"
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program.
The World Health Organization (WHO) awarded Dr Harsh Vardhan the "WHO
Director-General's Special Recognition Award" to recognise his achievements in
tobacco control.

RDSO Becomes 1st Standards Body to Join One Nation One Standard Scheme
Research Design and Standards Organisation (RDSO), which sets standards for the
Indian Railway Sector, has become the first requirements body in the united states
to be part of the 'One Nation, One Standard' scheme.
Highlights:
The RDSO, the sole R&D wing of the Railways Ministry, has now been
recognised as a 'Standard Developing Organisation' by way of the Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) for three years.
BIS is the enforcing business enterprise for the 'One Nation, One Standard'
scheme. RDSO and BIS will be together defining the parameters to ensure pleasant
items and services for the Railways.
The 'One Nation, One Standard' scheme was launched in 2019 to increase one
general template for one given product in the country instead of having multiple
companies set it, thereby building a 'Brand India' identity in the long run.

Gender gap in Vaccination Drive of India
India's Covid vaccination force used to be started in January 2021 and is gaining
momentum. About 21 crores doses have been administered to date along with first
and 2d doses, in which the Gender gap is prevalent. As of May end, 871 ladies had
been vaccinated for every 1000 men.
Highlights:
The sex ratio in India is already skewed. There are 108.18 men per hundred
females. Female population bills for 48.04 per cent of total populace whilst male
populace accounts for 51.96 per cent. This gender hole reflects at all ranges in
India, including in the biggest vaccination drive.
Gender-related Development Index (GDI): GDI measures existence expectancy,
educational attainment and income. The closer the ratio to 1, the more minor is the
gap between guys and women. Human Development Report of 2019 reflects GDI
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of India price as 0.892. It ranked India at 129th role out of 189 countries.
Gender Inequality Index (GII): GII displays gender-based disadvantage across
three dimensions of reproductive health, labour market and empowerment.
Countries are having an unequal distribution of human development experiences
high inequality. As per UNDP document 2019, India's GII is 0.0501 and was
ranked at 122. HDI for girls in India is 0.549 whilst for male is 0.671, which
virtually reflects disparity.

Launch of Revamped Central Government Health Scheme - CGHS
The Ministry of Health launched a Revamped Central Government Health Scheme
(CGHS), Umbrella schemes of Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi (RAN), and Discretionary
Grant (HMDG) on the National Health Authority (NHA) IT platform.
Goal: To provide cashless, paperless, and citizen-centric services.
Highlights:
Central Government Health Scheme (CGHS):
It is a comprehensive Health Scheme for Serving Employees, Members of
Parliament, ex-MPs, Pensioners, and others, as well as their dependent family
members.
It has expanded to 72 cities in the last 7 years.
The NIC-developed e-referral module has enabled CGHS dispensaries and
wellness centres to issue online referrals to empanelled hospitals.
Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi (RAN):
Under RAN, poor patients suffering from major life-threatening diseases are
eligible for financial assistance of up to Rs 15 lakhs for treatment at Government
hospitals.
The eligibility criteria for RAN services were based on the BPL thresholds in each
state/UT.
Health Minister's Discretionary Grant (HMDG):
According to HMDG, a subsidy of up to Rs 1.25 lakhs is provided to patients with
an annual income of less than Rs 1.25 lakhs
By providing their Ration Card number, beneficiaries can apply for financial
assistance under both schemes.
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Telangana State Formation Day
On the occasion of Telangana's state formation day, the Prime Minister sent his best
wishes to the people of the state.
Highlights:
On June 2, 2014, the northwestern part of Andhra Pradesh was divided, and the
29th state of Telangana was formed, with Hyderabad as its capital.
The Andhra State Act (1953) created India's first linguistic state, known as Andhra,
by separating Telugu-speaking areas from the State of Madras (now Tamil Nadu).
The Telugu-speaking areas of Hyderabad state were merged with Andhra state
under the States Reorganisation Act (1956), resulting in the enlarged Andhra
Pradesh state.
The Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act (2014) divided Andhra Pradesh into 2
separate states: Andhra Pradesh (residuary) and Telangana.

Indian Cities Joining Cycles4Change
Cities across the country are joining the India Cycles4Change' movement as it gains
momentum.
About the India Cycles4Change Challenge:
The India Cycles4Change Challenge is an initiative of the Government of India's
Smart Cities Mission, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, to inspire and
support Indian cities in implementing cycling-friendly initiatives in response to
COVID-19.
The Challenge aims to assist cities in connecting with their citizens as well as
experts in order to develop a unified vision for cycling promotion.
In addition to creating extensive cycling networks via low-cost interventions such
as pop-up cycle lanes and traffic-calmed or non-motorized zones, cities could
launch programmes such as community-led cycle rental schemes that increase the
availability of cycles to citizens and promote cycling usage through public events
and outreach.
In the long run, the smart city mission encourages cities to transform temporary
interventions into permanent interventions.
Cities are encouraged to work with CSOs, experts, and volunteers in developing
and implementing their plans. Citizen participation will also be a key metric in the
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evaluation of city proposals.

Centre Requires States to Divide Wage Payments Under The MGNREGA
Scheme Into Different Categories
From the start of the financial year, the Centre has directed states to divide wage
payments under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) scheme into separate categories for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, and others. The government will also provide separate budget heads for the
SC and ST categories. Funds will be allocated based on job cards provided for SC
and ST beneficiaries.
About MGNREGA:
It was formed in 2005.
Goal To improve people's livelihood security in rural areas.
It is a universal programme that provides 100 days of wage employment per year
to every rural household that expresses a desire.
Its goal is to guarantee the 'Right to Work.'
Every registered household receives a Job Card (JC) to keep track of the work they
have completed.
The scheme is carried out by the gramme panchayat.
Failure to provide employment within 15 days of receiving the job application will
result in the payment of unemployment benefits to the job seeker.
Employment must be available within 5 kilometres of an applicant's home.
Employment under MGNREGA is a legal right.

Seed Minikit Programme Launched
Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar launched a seed Minikit
programme in which high-yielding varieties of oilseeds and pulses were distributed
to farmers.
About Seed Minikit Programme:
This programme was launched as a major tool for introducing new seed varieties
into fields.
It will also aid in increasing the rate of seed replacement.
NAFED, National Seeds Corporation (NCS), and Gujarat State Seeds Corporation
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are providing Mini-kits as part of the programme.
It is entirely funded by the government through the National Food Security
Mission.
This mission was launched in order to increase oil seed and pulse production.

June 04 - International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression
Observed
The Innocent Children Victims of Aggression day is found globally on 4th June
each and every year. This day affirms the UN's commitment to protecting the rights
of children.
Highlights:
This day is to know well the pain suffered through kids at some stage in the planet
those are the victims of physical, mental & emotional abuse. The foremost purpose
of celebrating today is to unfold the observation about the pain and sufferings
confronted with the aid of the victims as children.
On August 19, 1982, in the course of an emergency session on the query of
Palestine, the UN General Assembly, appalled at the quantity of innocent
Palestinian and Lebanese baby victims of Israel's acts of aggression, decided to
commemorate four June of every year because of the International Day of Innocent
Children Victims of Aggression.

Kerala Retains Top Rank in 3rd SDG of Niti Aayog
Kerala has retained the pinnacle rank in Niti Aayog's 3rd version of SDG India
Index 2020-21, whilst Bihar has been adjudged as the worst performer.
About the Index:
The Index for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) evaluates the growth of
states and union territories on social, financial and environmental parameters.
Kerala retained its rank as the pinnacle nation with a 75. The 1/3 rendition of
India's SDG Index was once launched via Niti Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar
on third June.
The top-performing states and UTs as per the file are:
Kerala with a rating of- 75
Himachal Pradesh and Tamil Nadu with a score of -74
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Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka and Uttarakhand scored- 72
Sikkim scored- 71
Maharashtra, with a Goal score of- 70
The worst-performing states and UTs include:
Chhattisgarh, Nagaland and Odisha with a rating of- 61
Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh at a score of- 60
Assam scored- 57
Jharkhand scored- 56
Bihar at-52

First International Memory Studies Workshop of Asia Hosted by IIT Madras
Indian Institute of Technology Madras' Centre for Memory Studies currently hosted
truly Asia's first International Memory Studies Workshop.
Highlights:
Indian Network for Memory Studies (INMS), the first national community in Asia
below the aegis of the International Memory Studies Association, Amsterdam.
This worldwide workshop on Memory Studies, the first of its type in Asia,
precedes the Indian Network for Memory Studies (INMS).
The launch of the INMS will take location in mid-June 2021 through a virtual
event at IIT Madras.
The worldwide Memory Studies Workshop additionally proved to be a promising
platform that delivered academics collectively from Kashmir, Orissa, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar, Kerala, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Delhi, Rajasthan,
Jharkhand, amongst others as nicely as from the University of Warwick and Leeds
Beckett University, UK.

PLI Scheme for Telecom & Networking Equipment
The Telecom Department has released the Operational Guidelines for the PLI
Scheme for telecom and networking equipment.
Highlights:
The Department of Telecommunications notified the PLI scheme for telecom in
February 2021, and the operational guidelines have now been announced.
The scheme aims to develop global champions from India, with the potential to
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grow in size and scale using cutting-edge technology and thus penetrate global
value chains.
The PLI Scheme will be implemented over a five-year period with an overall
financial limit of 12,195 crores. The financial allocation for the MSME category
will be Rs 1000 crores.
The Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has been designated as
the PLI scheme's Project Management Agency (PMA).
The Scheme is open to both MSME and Non-MSME businesses, both domestic
and international. Manufacturers who use Indian technology are also encouraged to
apply.
The scheme stipulates that the minimum investment threshold for MSME is 10
crores rupees, and the minimum investment threshold for non-MSME applicants is
100 crores rupees. Eligibility will also be determined by incremental sales of
manufactured goods (as defined by Scheme Target Segments) over the base year
(FY2019-20)

Expert Group on National Floor Wage and Minimum Wage Fixation
The government established an Expert Group on the Fixation of Minimum Wages
and National Floor Wages.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Labour and Employment issued an order and formed the Expert
Group to provide technical inputs and recommendations on Minimum Wage and
National Floor Minimum Wage fixation.
The Group has been formed for a three-year period starting with the date of
notification.
In order to determine wage rates, the group will research international wage best
practises and develop scientific wage-fixation criteria and methodologies.
Prof Ajit Mishra, Director of the Institute of Economic Growth, serves as the
Group's chairperson.

Children in Distress During COVID Pandemic
The Ministry of Women and Child Development has enlisted some measures that
states/UTs can take in the best interests of children in need.
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Highlights:
The Ministry of Women and Child Development has asked the States/UTs to
ensure the care and protection of children who have been adversely affected by
COVID, in accordance with the protocol mandated by the Juvenile Justice Act of
2015.
The following measures have been enlisted:
Identification and Profiling of children
Vigilance and Protection
Emergency Care and Rehabilitation
Institutional support through Child Care Institutions (CCIs)
Role of District Administration Guardianship and District Magistrate
Institutional Support through CCIs
The District Police team must remain alert and vigilant in order to prevent child
trafficking, illegal adoption, child marriage, child labour, or any other form of
abuse. All cases of children offered for adoption on social media will be
investigated, and if found guilty, action will be taken against the perpetrator.
Panchayat Raj Institutions/Urban local bodies
Education
Medical facilities

National Human Rights Commission Appointed New Chairman
The President of India appointed Justice Arun Kumar Mishra as the chairman of the
National Human Rights Commission.
About National Human Rights Commission (NHRC):
The NHRC was founded in 1993.
It is a statutory organisation created by the 1993 Protection of Human Rights Act
(PHRA).
Headquarters are in New Delhi.
Composition: Chairperson, four full-time Members, and four deemed Members. A
Chairperson should be a retired Chief Justice of India or a Supreme Court Judge.
The members and chairperson of the National Human Rights Commission are
appointed by the President of India on the recommendation of the Committee.
They serve for a three-year term or until they reach the age of 70, whichever comes
first.
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More Caves Found at Trirashmi Hill
The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has discovered three more caves in
Trirashmi hill in Nashik, Maharashtra. The Trirashmi Buddhist caves, also known
as Pandav Leni, are also located in the same location.
Highlights:
The newly discovered caves are thought to be older than the Trirashmi caves, and
they are thought to be the homes of Buddhist monks.
All of the caves have verandahs as well as the traditional square stone platform for
monks.
Similar to the Kanheri and Wai caves, there are special arrangements for monks to
meditate.

Bal Swaraj Portal Reports That Nearly 10,000 Children Are In Immediate
Need Of Care And Protection
According to the Bal Swaraj Portal, nearly 10,000 children in India are in
immediate need of care and protection, including children aged zero to seventeen
who have been orphaned or abandoned as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic since
March 2020.
About Bal Swaraj Portal:
It is created by the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR)
Objective: Online tracking and real-time monitoring of children who have lost both
parents/either parent during COVID-19 and require care and protection.
It will track children affected by COVID-19 from the time they are brought before
the Child Welfare Committee (CWC) to the time they are returned to their
parent/guardian/relative and the subsequent follow-up.
The data for each child will be entered into the portal by District and State officers.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Drone Operations for NPNT
A total of 166 new green zone sites have been approved for NPNT (No-PermissionNo-Takeoff) compliant drone operations.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Civil Aviation has granted permission for No-Permission-NoTakeoff (NPNT) compliant drone operations at 166 additional green zones in order
to facilitate, smoothen, and promote drone operations in the country.
Drones are permitted to fly up to 400 feet Above Ground Level (AGL) at the
approved sites.
These areas are in addition to the 66 green area sites approved earlier.
According to the regulations of the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
under NPNT or "No Permission-No Takeoff" regulations, every remotely piloted
aircraft (except Nano) must obtain a valid permit through the Digital Sky platform
before it can operate in India.
The framework requires users to sign up for the online portal, which serves as the
national unmanned traffic management system for remotely piloted aircraft.
Flying in these approved "green zones" only requires the time and location of the
flight to be notified via the Digital Sky portal or app.

The Low-Cold Apple Varieties Developed By Farmer In Himachal State Are
Widely Spread
A Himachal Pradesh farmer has created an innovative self-pollinating apple variety
that does not require long chilling hours to flower and set fruit.
Highlights:
Commercial cultivation of this apple variety has started in the low-lying areas of
Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, Jammu, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka and Telangana, and
the fruit set has expanded to 23 states and UTs so far.
The apple variety is called HRMN 99.
According to the farmer, growing apples in low chilling conditions is no longer
impossible.
His claims were validated by the National Innovation Foundation (NIF), an
autonomous body of the Government of India's Department of Science and
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Technology (DST).
NIF assessed the variety's distinctiveness and potential by facilitating molecular
and diversity analysis studies as well as fruit quality testing.
NIF also provided financial and technical assistance for the establishment and
expansion of the nursery, as well as assistance with the registration of the variety
under the Plant Variety Protection and Farmers' Rights Act of 2001.
This apple variety is larger in size than others, with very soft, sweet, and juicy pulp
and striped red over yellow skin colour when mature.

Bal Swaraj - COVID-Care Link
NCPCR requests that states/UTs upload data for children who have lost both or
either of their parents to Covid-19 on the online tracking portal "Bal Swaraj (CovidCare)."
Highlights:
The National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has created
the Bal Swaraj (COVID-Care link) online tracking portal for children in need of
care and protection.
The portal was designed to provide online tracking and digital real-time
monitoring of children in need of care and protection.
The Commission has extended the use of this portal for tracking children who have
lost both or either of their parents during COVID-19 and provided a link under the
name "COVID-Care" for the officer/department in charge of uploading data for
such children on the portal.
Children who have lost family support or have no apparent means of survival are
children who need to be cared for and protected under Section 2(14) of the Juvenile
Justice Act, 2015, and all procedures outlined in the Act for such children must be
followed to ensure the well-being and best interests of children.
The "Bal Swaraj-COVID-Care" portal is designed to track children affected by
COVID-19, from the birth of the Child Welfare Committee (CWC) to the
restoration of the child to their parents/guardians/relatives and their follow-up.

Knowing About Yellow Fungus - Covid
After black and white fungus, the current case of yellow fungus has to turn out to
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be a purpose for concern.
Yellow Fungus:
Yellow fungus, also known as mucor septic, develops with the aid of the presence
of moulds (a type of fungi) in the environment. It may additionally be present with
useless fatigue, rashes, burning sensation on pores and skin etc. Humidity levels
below 30-40% can promote the growth of fungus.
It can also now not begin from the lungs, but it invades interior organs of the
physique and influences the whole functioning.
Potential Causes: Prolonged use of steroids, contaminated environment,
uncontrolled diabetes, unhygienic habits, lesser immunity, comorbidities. The
treatment for Covid-19 consists of steroids and immunosuppressants that depart the
body with susceptible immunity.
Symptoms: Weight loss, reduced appetite, lethargy are the frequent signs and
symptoms of yellow fungus infection. If now not detected in time, symptoms can
grow to be extra severe, including pus leakage, sunken eyes, organ failure, sluggish
healing of wounds, and necrosis (cells in the dwelling tissues die prematurely).
Treatment: Till now, the only recognised remedy for yellow fungus is
Amphotericin B injection, an antifungal drug used to deal with black fungus.
Prevention: Maintaining hygiene, now not ingesting stale food, maintaining the
humidity in the room in check, and so on.

India to Start Tests on Mixed Vaccines
According to Dr NK Arora, Chairman of the Covid-19 Working Group of the
National Immunization Technical Advisory Group (NTAGI), India may soon start
testing the feasibility of mixing two different doses of Covid vaccine to check
whether it helps to enhance the virus immune response or not.
Highlights:
When answering whether a person can get a different vaccine, he said that he
received the first dose, which is both scientifically and theoretically possible.
However, this is based on the continuous development of scientific inspections.
Several countries have also begun testing the efficacy of the conversion COVID-19
vaccine.
In January 2021, the United Kingdom allowed people to be vaccinated a second
time with a different vaccine in rare circumstances (such as a shortage of vaccines).
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Recently, on May 12, a study led by the University of Oxford announced that
people who received Pfizer vaccine and then injected with AstraZeneca or the
opposite dose might show mild or moderate symptoms compared with the
symptoms of two amounts of the same type of vaccine.

High Vitamin D Reduces Risk of Covid
A study conducted by doctors at the Nizamus Institute of Medical Sciences (NIMS)
showed that high vitamin D level can reduce the risk of coronavirus infection, and
taking vitamins in infected patients can significantly reduce mortality.
Highlights:
Vitamin D - It is a fat-soluble vitamin, which means that it is soluble in oil and
stored in the body for a long time.
When sunlight (or artificial light, especially in the ultraviolet region with 190-400
nm) falls on the skin and triggers a chemical reaction with cholesterol-based
molecules, it is converted into calcitonin in the liver and calcium in cholesterol.
When alcohol, this toxin will be produced. Kidney.
What it does: As we all know, it helps bones contain an appropriate amount of
calcium, catalyzes the process of protecting cell membranes from damage, prevents
tissue inflammation, and helps prevent tissues from forming fibres and weaken
bones to become brittle, leading to osteoporosis.
Vitamin D deficiency can cause childhood diseases and adult osteomalacia.

Tianzhou-2 Cargo Spacecraft - China
China launched and docked the Tianzhou-2 cargo spacecraft, taking another step
toward completing the construction of its first space station.
Highlights:
It was carried into space by a Long March-7 rocket.
It will be followed by the launch of another cargo spacecraft, Tianzhou-3, as well
as two manned missions, Shenzhou-12 and Shenzhou-13.
Each of the manned missions will carry three astronauts who will spend several
months in space.

Patented Village Rice by A Startup
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Two consignments of 4.5 tonnes of patented village rice were exported by a startup
company.
Highlights:
A patented village rice' sourced from Kumbakonam, Thanjavur district, Tamil
Nadu by a start-up Udaya Agro Farm was exported to Ghana and Yemen.
Rich in protein, fibre, and a variety of minerals, village rice' is sourced directly
from farmers in Thanjavur, also known as the rice bowl of Tamil Nadu.

Srinagar Leh Transmission System Transferred to POWERGRID
Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (POWERGRID), a Maharatna CPSU of
the Government of India, has received the 220 kV Srinagar-Drass-Kargil-KhaltsiLeh Transmission System from the Union Ministry of Power.
Highlights:
The transmission system was put into use in February 2019.
It connects the Ladakh region with the national grid, ensuring quality and reliable
power supply.
It is built at a height of around 3000-4000 metres and has a length of 335
kilometres.
The project was carried out on a consultancy basis by POWERGRID under the
Prime Minister's Reconstruction Plan (PMRP) Scheme.

AmbiTAG Indigenous Temperature Data Logger
AmbiTAG, India's first indigenous temperature data logger for cold chain
management was developed by IIT Ropar, Punjab.
Highlights:
AmbiTag is a first-of-its-kind Internet of Things (IoT) device that records real-time
ambient temperature while transporting perishable goods, vaccines, and even body
organs and blood. That recorded temperature also aids in determining whether a
specific item transported from anywhere in the world is still usable or has perished
due to temperature variations.
This information is especially important for vaccines, such as the Covid-19
vaccine, as well as organ and blood transportation.
It is shaped like a USB device.
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AmbiTag records the temperature of its immediate surroundings continuously from
-40 to +80 degrees in any time zone for a full 90 days on a single charge.
The device was created in collaboration with the Technology Innovation Hub
AWaDH (Agriculture and Water Technology Development Hub) and its startup
ScratchNest.
AWaDH is a project of the Government of India.

Nano Urea Liquid - IFFCO
The Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited (IFFCO) launched the world's
first Nano Urea Liquid for farmers worldwide.
Highlights:
It is a nutrient (liquid) used to provide nitrogen to plants as an alternative to urea.
It was created to replace conventional urea, and it can reduce the need for it by at
least 50%.
It has 40,000 mg/L of nitrogen in a 500 mL bottle, which is equivalent to the
nitrogen nutrient impact of one bag of conventional urea.
Conventional urea is only 30-40% effective at delivering nitrogen to plants,
whereas Nano Urea Liquid is over 80% effective.
Its efficacy has been demonstrated in over 11,000 farmer fields for 94 crops such
as rice and wheat.
An 8% increase in yield has been observed on average.
In accordance with Atmanirbhar Bharat and Atmanirbhar Krishi, it was developed
indigenously at the Nano Biotechnology Research Centre in Kalol, Gujarat.

WHO Names COVID-19 Variants Found in IndiaWHO Names COVID-19
Variants Found in India
World Health Organisation (WHO) has encouraged countless names to label
emerging coronavirus variants of world concern after four Greek alphabet letters. It
named B.1.617.2 variant, recognised first in India, like Delta.
Highlights:
UK variant' was once named as 'Alpha'.
Existing scientific nomenclature gadget will continue whilst new names will solely
aid public dialogue using labels to "non-stigmatising" with the countries where the
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place variations have been first identified.
WHO has recognised 4 VOCs which are B.1.1.7, B.1.351, P2 & B.1.617.2. they
have been named as 'Alpha, Beta, Gamma and Delta' respectively.
The variations of Interest were, much less globally good-sized and transmissible,
additionally given Greek names. B.1.617 virus, belonging to B.1.617 family was
recognised in India, labelled as 'Kappa'.
Virus B.1.617.2 is referred to as an Indian Variant in the UK. It is spreading
greater shortly than the Kent variant, which was once responsible for the surge in
cases for winters. There have been about 8,000 instances of B.1.617.2 variant in
England and 1,000 in Scotland.
A variant is inflicting the majority of infection in England in areas like Bolton,
Blackburn etc. It spreads extra efficiently than the Kent variant (B.1.1.7).
Transmission fees for B.1.617.2 have been roughly two-thirds greater than Kent.

H10N3 Bird Flu Strain in China
China has said the world's first human infection of the H10N3 chook flu strain.
H10N3 is a type of hen flu or avian flu. These ailments are frequent in wild aquatic
birds worldwide and can infect home rooster and other bird and animal species.
Highlights:
Spread and transmission: Infected birds shed avian flu in their saliva, mucus, and
poop, and humans can get contaminated when enough of the virus receives in the
eyes, nose, or mouth or is inhaled from contaminated droplets or dust. Health
authorities have played down the outbreak, saying the case was once a sporadic
virus transmission from fowl to humans, and the danger of inflicting a pandemic
was extremely low. H10N3 is a common pathogenic or noticeably much less severe
stress of the virus in hen, and the threat of it spreading on a giant scale is shallow.
Prevention: People need to keep away from contact with poor health or useless
chicken and keep away from direct contact with stay birds as much as possible.
People must pay attention to meals hygiene at the moment. People have to put on
masks and improve self-protection awareness while monitoring the fever and
respiratory symptoms.
Several lines of bird flu have been found among animals in China; however, mass
outbreaks in humans are rare.
The ultimate human epidemic of hen flu in China happened in late 2016 to 2017,
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with the H7N9 virus.
The H5N8 virus is a Influenza A type virus (also recognised as the chicken flu
virus). While H5N8 solely provides a low chance to humans, it is especially lethal
to wild birds and poultry.
In April, a quite pathogenic H5N6 avian flu was determined in wild birds in
northeast China's Shenyang city.
Influenza viruses are categorised into subtypes based on two surface proteins,
Hemagglutinin (HA) and Neuraminidase (NA). For example, a virus with an HA 7
protein and NA 9 protein is designated as subtype H7N9.

WHO Clears Chinese Vaccine Sinovac for World Use
World Health Organisation (WHO) has approved for world use of covid-19
Vaccine by using Sinovac Biotech Ltd. Of China.
Highlights:
WHO advocated its use for humans above 18 years. Two-dose will be scheduled
for it, with a hole of two to 4 weeks between shots. Sinopharm Group Co. had
secured WHO's approval for emergency use in May 2021.
Additional inoculation will be given for the Covax programme led by WHO to
make sure every country has access to vaccines.
Other vaccines cleared for emergency use by WHO are vaccines from Pfizer Inc.
& BioNTech SE, Johnson & Johnson, AstraZeneca Plc, and Moderna Inc.
Chinese shot was once combating issues about its efficacy due to the fact of
divergent data. Chinese Shot, known as CoronaVac, has the lowest efficacy rate as
per the medical trial report. It showed an efficacy charge of 50.7% in preventing
symptomatic covid instances in Brazil.
Real-world records show that it is 94% high-quality in opposition to symptomatic
infection, 96% against hospitalisation, while 98% tremendous in opposition to
death. Data additionally highlights Infection charge is reducing in some nations that
rolled out Sinovac domestically, such as in Chile.
CoronaVac or Sinovac COVID-19 vaccine is an inactivated virus COVID-19
vaccine. It was developed by means of the Chinese agency Sinovac Biotech. Phase
III scientific trial for this Vaccine used to be carried in Chile, Brazil, Indonesia,
Philippines, and Turkey. It does not want to be frozen.
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New Zealand Signs Space Agreement with NASA
New Zealand has grown to be today's country to sign space settlement with NASA
to boost the developing area enterprise of New Zealand. New Zealand is the
eleventh signatory to Artemis Accords.
Highlights:
Artemis Accords is a blueprint for area cooperation and helping NASA's format to
return human beings to the moon by using 2024. It also allows NASA's design of
launching a historic human mission to Mars.
New Zealand wants to ensure that future house exploration is conducted in a safe,
sustainable, and transparent manner according to worldwide law. New Zealand is
also interested in providing that minerals are taken from the moon or someplace
else in the area are used sustainably.
California-based employer Rocket Lab started industrial launches for New Zealand
in 2018. The company specialises in inserting small satellites into orbit. It made
history in 2017 to launch a check rocket into an area from the far-flung Mahia
Peninsula.
Artemis accords are a worldwide settlement and American-led effort which seeks
to relaunch people to Moon by 2024. An agreement was once signed by means of
governments participating in the Artemis programme to increase and deepen area
exploration. It was drafted underneath the aegis of NASA. It offers a framework for
cooperation in civil exploration and peaceful use of Mars, Moon and different
astronomical objects. The accord was signed on October 13, 2020.

Heat Deaths Due to Global Warming
A study was once performed to calculate the human value of climate change.
According to it, extra than one-third of the world's warm deaths are related to world
warming every year.
Highlights:
According to scientists, more incredible human beings die from different extreme
climate, which will increase due to world warmings like storms, flooding and
drought.
They highlight, warmth dying numbers will develop exponentially with rising
temperatures.
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Health deaths have been recorded alongside 732 districts and around the globe
from 1991 to 2018. It shows, 37% (9700 people) have been induced by using
greater temperatures from human-caused warming.
The highest percentages of heat deaths due to climate trade had been recorded in
cities of South America.
Southern Europe and southern Asia have been recorded as different warm spots for
warmth deaths due to local weather change. 35% of warmth deaths in the United
States were due to local weather change.
Climate Change: It consists of global warming-induced due to human-induced
emissions of greenhouse gases and large-scale shifts in weather patterns. There
have been preceding durations of climatic change; however, on account of that
mid-20th century, people have negatively impacted Earth's local weather machine
and precipitated global local weather change.
The most significant contributor to warming is the emission of gases which result
in the greenhouse effect. In this, 90% share is carbon dioxide (CO) and methane.
For strength consumption, fossil fuel, such as coal, oil, and natural gas, is the
primary source of emissions. Some contribution is accounted from agriculture,
deforestation, and manufacturing as well.

Initiatives Have Been Launched to Give A Significant Boost to The SATAT
Initiative
In a virtual ceremony, Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas launched a
number of initiatives to give a major boost to the SATAT initiative.
Highlights:
The goal of the SATAT scheme is to establish Compressed Bio-Gas (CBG)
production plants and make CBG available on the market for use as a green fuel.
By 2023, SATAT aims to produce 15 MMT of CBG from 5000 plants.
It has the potential to increase the availability of low-cost transportation fuels, as
well as make better use of agricultural waste, cattle dung, and municipal solid
waste.
It will also provide an investment of 175,000 crore rupees, which is an additional
source of income for farmers, as well as 75,000 direct jobs and 100,000 indirect
jobs.
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January 30 - World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day
The 74th World Health Assembly unanimously approved a proposal from the
United Arab Emirates to designate January 30 as World Neglected Tropical
Diseases (NTD) Day.
About Neglected Tropical Diseases:
In 2020, the first World NTD Day was observed informally.
These are infections that primarily affect marginalised communities in Africa,
Asia, and the Americas.
It is caused by a variety of pathogens, including viruses, bacteria, protozoa, and
parasitic worms.
They receive less funding for research and treatment than diseases such as
tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS, and malaria.
Snakebite envenomation, yaws, trachoma, scabies, Leishmaniasis, and Chagas
disease are a few examples.

Negative Imports List For Defence
The 2nd negative import list was announced by the Defence Ministry, renamed the
"positive indigenisation list," which includes 108 items that can now only be
purchased from indigenous sources. The new list brings the total number of items
on the list to 209.
The list includes complex systems, sensors, simulators, weapons and ammunition
such as helicopters, next-generation corvettes, Airborne Early Warning and Control
(AEW&C) systems, and tank engines.
About negative imports list policy:
In August 2020, the negative list was implemented and it essentially means that the
armed forces (army, navy, and air force) will only purchase such items from
domestic manufacturers.
Manufacturers could be from the private sector or from Defence Public Sector
Undertakings (DPSUs).
According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, India was the
second largest importer between 2014 and 2019, with US$ 16.75 billion in imports.
The government wants to reduce reliance on imported defence items while also
giving a boost to the domestic defence manufacturing industry.
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By prohibiting the importation of the items on the negative list, the domestic
industry is given the opportunity to step up and manufacture them for the forces'
needs.

5G Technology Radio Frequency
Before the country's official rollout, Bollywood actor Juhi Chawla has petitioned
the Delhi High Court for a scientific study on any adverse effects of radiofrequency radiation emitted by cellular telecommunications using 5G technology
on "life, health, organ of child or adult, or to flora and fauna."
About 5G:
5G is the next generation of mobile broadband that will eventually replace, or at
least supplement, 4G LTE connections.
Operate in the millimetre wave spectrum (30-300 GHz), which allows for the
transmission of large amounts of data at very high speeds.
It will operate in three frequency spectrum bands: low, medium, and high.
Reduced latency will enable new applications that leverage the power of 5G, the
IoT, and artificial intelligence.
Increased capacity on 5G networks can help to reduce the impact of load spikes,
such as those seen during sporting events and news events.

Canada Approves Mixing & Matching Covid-19 Vaccine Brands
"Mixing and Matching of AstraZeneca, Pfizer and Moderna Covid-19 vaccines are
recommended by Canada. Canadians who received a first dose of Moderna or
Pfizer can now receive a second dose of either of two shots. This is due to the fact
that both vaccines were created using similar mRNA technology.
Highlights:
The National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) issued guidelines for
provinces and territories regarding the mixing and matching of second doses of
Covid-19 vaccines.
It recommends that Canadians use the "AstraZeneca-Oxford, Pfizer-BioNTech or
Moderna shots" interchangeably under certain circumstances.
NACI recommended it based on preliminary research from the United Kingdom
and Spain.
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According to the findings, mixing shots of AstraZeneca and Pfizer vaccines was
both safe and effective in preventing the disease.
It is advised that the first shot of AstraZeneca vaccine be followed by shots of
Moderna or Pfizer.

New Missions to Venus - NASA
The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) recently announced
the launch of two new robotic missions to Venus. Previously, scientists obtained
new information about Venus by reflecting radio waves off the planet.
Highlights:
The two sister missions want to know how Venus turned into an inferno capable of
melting lead on its surface.
DaVinci Plus will be the first of the two. It will analyze the thick, cloudy
atmosphere of Venus and try to determine whether this inferno planet has ever had
an ocean and may be habitable. To measure the gases, a small craft will be
launched into the atmosphere.
Veritas will be the second mission to map the rocky planet's surface in search of
geologic history.
The new missions will provide new perspectives on the planet's atmosphere, which
is primarily composed of carbon dioxide.

XraySetu Launched in Rural Population to Detect Covid by WhatsApp
An AI-driven platform called XraySetu' has been developed to assist in the early
detection of COVID 19, with the help of Chest X-ray. The answer will be advisable
for early detection, specifically in rural areas, where RT-PCR checks and CT-Scans
are not effortlessly available.
XraySetu:
XraySetu will operate through WhatsApp. It will perceive COVID as superb
sufferers even from low-resolution Chest X-Ray photos sent over Whatsapp
Chatbot. The solution was developed by ARTPARK (AI & Robotics Technology
Park), a not-for-profit foundation installed by way of the Indian Institute of Science
(IISc), Bengaluru, with support from the Department of Science and Technology,
Government Of India, in collaboration with Bangalore based HealthTech startup
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Niramai & the Indian Institute of Science (IISc).
Working of XraySetu:
The doctor will want to go to www.xraysetu.com and click on the Try the Free
XraySetu Beta' button.
They will then be redirected to any other page, from the place they can select to
interact with the WhatsApp-based chatbot both through the internet or smartphone
application.
Alternatively, the doctor can even send a WhatsApp message to the phone quantity
91 8046163838 to begin the XraySetu service.
After this, they want to click the picture of the patient's X-ray and upload it on the
chatbot, from the place they will reap the 2-page computerized diagnostics with
annotated pix in a few minutes.

Launch of Govt e-Marketplace (GeM) Portal
The Bamboo Market Page on the Govt e-Marketplace (GeM) portal has been
launched.
Highlights:
The Union Agriculture Minister launched a dedicated window on the GeM portal
for the marketing of bamboo goods.
The National Bamboo Mission and the GeM collaborated on the dedicated bamboo
page.
The dedicated window will provide an electronic platform for small manufacturers
and niche sellers, vastly increasing their reach to attract buyers while also providing
buyers with niche products from trusted sources.
This page is named "Green Gold Collection" and displays a series of exquisite
handmade bamboo and bamboo products, handicrafts, disposal and office products
on the GeM portal.
Its goal is to give bamboo artisans, weavers, and entrepreneurs in rural areas
market access to Government buyers.

SpaceX launches 22nd Resupply Services Mission
SpaceX has launched its 22nd resupply services mission known as SpaceX CRS 22,
using cargo Dragon two capsule, to International Space station (ISS).
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Highlights:
This is the second mission below the new CRS contract of SpaceX with NASA and
the fifth tablet in the final 12 months, which SpaceX despatched to ISS. 22nd
launch is additionally the first launch of 2021 on the new Falcon 9 rocket booster.
Falcon 9 Rocket launch car carries 7,300 pounds of research materials, supplies,
hardware and new photovoltaic arrays. It is additionally carrying a wide variety of
lookup experiments that will be carried out on ISS. It is carrying an oral microorganism to test germ increase with Colgate toothpaste.
SpaceX Dragon is also acknowledged as Dragon 1 or Cargo Dragon. SpaceX has
developed this category of reusable cargo spacecraft. It was once launched into
orbit with the aid of the Falcon 9 launch car of SpaceX to resupply International
Space Station (ISS). It was first launched in 2010 as the first successful
commercially constructed and operated spacecraft.
In 2012, a cargo variant of Dragon became the first commercial spacecraft to
engage with and connect to ISS efficiently. SpaceX has gotten smaller with
NASA's industrial resupply software to supply cargo to ISS, and the dragon started
its ordinary cargo flights in October 2012.

SAGE Programme and Portal Launched by Thaawarchand Gehlot
The Central Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment, Shri Thaawarchand
Gehlot, launched an initiative called SAGE (Seniorcare Aging Growth Engine) on
June 04, 2021, and the SAGE portal to support India's aged persons.
Highlights:
The SAGE portal will act as a one-stop access of aged care products and services
by credible start-ups.
The start-ups will be selected beneath SAGE on the foundation of progressive
merchandise and services, which they need to supply across sectors such as health,
housing, care centres, apart from technological access linked to finances, food and
wealth management, and legal guidance.
The primary target of this initiative is to involve early life for aged care through a
way of start-ups and their progressive thoughts to make aged care a national
movement than just a government programme.

SAGE Programme and Portal Launched by Thaawarchand Gehlot
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The Central Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment, Shri Thaawarchand
Gehlot, launched an initiative called SAGE (Seniorcare Aging Growth Engine) on
June 04, 2021, and the SAGE portal to support India's aged persons.
Highlights:
The SAGE portal will act as a one-stop access of aged care products and services
by credible start-ups.
The start-ups will be selected beneath SAGE on the foundation of progressive
merchandise and services, which they need to supply across sectors such as health,
housing, care centres, apart from technological access linked to finances, food and
wealth management, and legal guidance.
The primary target of this initiative is to involve early life for aged care through a
way of start-ups and their progressive thoughts to make aged care a national
movement than just a government programme.
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ENVIRONMENT
Habitat Guilds Experience Land-Use Change
A new study found a significant loss of bird species in all modified landscapes in
Uttarakhand. Both natural oak-dominated forests and modified forests were studied.
Highlights:
The Western Himalayan temperate forests of Uttarakhand are home to a large
number of endemic bird species.
Six main types of land use were studied, including natural oak forests, degraded
oak forests (light use), lopped oak forests (heavy use), pine forests, agricultural
planting areas, and places with buildings.
The results revealed that species diversity was low in monoculture areas and urban
areas.
It also observed a significant decline in some of the habitat guilds in areas where
land-use change occurred.
Habitat guilds are groups of bird species that prefer similar habitats.

Jayanti - New Species of Cricket
Indimimus jayanti, a new species of cricket, was discovered recently in the Kurra
caves of Chhattisgarh. The new species was named after Professor Jayant Biswas,
one of the country's foremost cave explorers.
About the New Spider Cricket:
In 1897, a new species of cricket was discovered under the genus Arachnomimus
Saussure
Jayanti has resulted in the creation of the new subgenus 'Indimimus.'
The males of the new Jayanti subgenus are unable to produce sound, and their
females lack ears.
About Crickets:
Cricket, any of about 2,400 species of leaping insects found throughout the world
and distinguished by the male's musical chirping.
Their bodies are mostly cylindrical, with round heads and long antennae. A
smooth, robust pronotum is found behind the head.
Crickets are easily identified by their loud calls, especially at night. Male crickets
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make this sound by rubbing their wings together in order to attract females.
Females use their legs' ears to listen to these calls and approach males for mating
and reproduction.

Litoria Mira - A Frog Species
Litoria Mira was is chocolate colored frog in rain forests
Highlights:
In the New Guinean rainforests, there is a frog species that appears to be made of
chocolate.
The cocoa-colored frogs were discovered to be a new species.
It is known as Litoria Mira.
It is an undescribed member of the Australian Litoria tree frog.
Litoria mira is distinguished from other Litoria by its unusual combination of
moderate size, webbing on the hand, short limbs, and a small violet patch of skin on
the edge of its eyes.
The Torres Strait separates the island of New Guinea from the 'horn' of
Queensland.

The Monsoon Rainfall From June To September Reaches 101% Of The LongTerm Average
Monsoon rains in June-September would be 101 percent of the Long Period
Average (LPA) of 88 cm, according to the India Meteorological Department
(IMD). This is still considered 'normal' rainfall, which ranges from 96 to 104
percent of the LPA.
About Long Period Average (LPA):
It is the average of rainfall received over a 50-year period between 1951 and 2001,
which is approximately 89 cm.
Every year, this is used as a baseline for forecasting the quantitative rainfall for the
monsoon season.
Categories of the rainfall:
Excess: If the rainfall exceeds 110 percent of the LPA.
Above Normal: If rainfall totals between 104 and 110 percent of this LPA.
Normal: If the rainfall falls within the range of 96 to 104 percent of this LPA.
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Below Normal: If the rainfall falls between 90% and 96% of the LPA.
Inadequate: If the rainfall is less than 90% of the LPA.

Blue-Finned Mahseer - IUCN
The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) recently upgraded the
status of the Blue-finned Mahseer from Endangered to Least Concern on its Red
List.
Highlights:
The Mahseer belongs to the genus Tor, which has several subspecies found in
India and other South Asian range countries.
The Blue-finned Mahseer, also known as the Tor Khudree, is a subspecies of the
Mahseer.
Mostly found east of Pune in the Mota Mola river. This species can also be found
in rivers throughout the Deccan Plateau.
The species is migratory, migrating upstream during rainy seasons. It prefers clean,
fast-flowing, oxygen-rich water.
Threatened by habitat modification, overfishing, and competition from other fish
species.
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SPORTS
Mary Kom Remains with Silver Medal at 2021 Asian Boxing Championships
Indian pugilist Mary Kom lost two-time world champion Nazym Kyzaibay of
Kazakhstan to settle for a silver medal at the Asian Boxing Championships 2021 in
Dubai.
Highlights:
The five-time Asian Championships gold medallist Mary Kom was once competing
in a high-octane 51kg final. This is the 2nd silver for Mary Kom at the Asian
Championships, who has received silver in 2008. Apart from this, she gained world
championship titles on five events inclusive of 2003, 2005, 2010, 2012, and 2017.
Meanwhile, Pooja Rani gained the gold medal in the 75kg Women's Middle
category last at the Asian Boxing Championships. She defeated Mavluda
Movlonova in the gold medal clash.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
BRICS Foreign Ministers Hold Virtual Meeting
The BRICS foreign ministers' meeting was held virtually on June 1, 2021.
Highlights:
The BRICS meeting is chaired by India as the chair of the BRICS countries.
It was attended by China's Foreign Minister, Wang Yi; Russia's Foreign Minister,
Sergey Lavrov; South Africa's Minister of International Relations, Grace Naledi
Mandisa Pandor; and Brazil's Foreign Minister, Carlos Alberto Franco.
During the ministerial meeting, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar highlighted
key principles that guided BRICS.
He also referred to international law and the UN Charter, which recognises the
sovereign equality of all states and respects territorial integrity.
He believes that only by formulating policies based on these principles can the
expected changes be achieved.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
B.V.R. Subrahmanyam Appointed as Commerce Secretary
The Cabinet Appointment Committee (ACC) has approved the appointment of
B.V.R. Subrahmanyam, Chief Secretary Jammu & Kashmir (Jammu & Kashmir),
to hold unique positions the Ministry of Commerce, an order by the Union Ministry
of Personnel, Public Appeals and Retirement.
About Mr. Subrahmanyam:
Mr Subrahmanyam is a 1987 IAS officer of the Chhattisgarh cadre and was sent to
Jammu and Kashmir in June 2018. He served as the chief secretary when the
country was divided into two federal territories in 2019. He is an experienced
bureaucrat who served as a co-secretary in the Prime Minister's Office of
Manmohan Singh.

WhatsApp Appoints Grievance Officer - Paresh B Lal
The messaging app WhatsApp has designated Paresh B Lal as the Grievance
Officer for India.
Highlights:
WhatsApp has to date the essential points on its website for contacting Mr Lal
because, under the IT law, social media groups are required to display the names
and different small print of their criticism officers on their websites.
The appointment of grievence officer is in line with the new IT order of the
government that requires all the tech companies, like Facebook, Google,
WhatsApp, to appoint a grievance officer, nodal officer & a chief compliance
officer from India. The criticism officer shall tackle the grievance within 24 hours
and dispose of the grievance within 15 days.

RS Sodhi of Amul Elected to Board of IDF
The International Dairy Federation (IDF) has elected R S Sodhi who is a managing
director of Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd that sells branded
products of Amul in India, to its board in the course of the typical assembly held on
June 01. Sodhi is alumni of the Institute of Rural Management Anand (IRMA). He
joined Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd (Amul) in the year 1982
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after completing his post-graduation from IRMA.
International Dairy Federation:
IDF is a global non-governmental, non-profit association and represents the global
dairy sector. The federation ensures that proper policies, standards, practices and
regulations monitor the production of dairy merchandise globally.

Appointment of Director of CCMB - Dr Vinay K Nandicoori
Former IITian, Dr Vinay K Nandicoori, has been appointed as the Director at the
CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad, Telangana.
He is a general molecular biologist and a scientist at the DBT-National Institute of
Immunology, New Delhi.
Dr Nandicoori's lookup activity appreciably spans molecular signalling networks in
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, the micro-organism that reasons TB. His research has
determined countrywide and worldwide relevance and recognition.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Everest Day is on 29th May
May 29 is the International Mount Everest Day. Tenzing Norgay of Nepal and
Edmund Hillary of New Zealand climbed Mt.
Highlights:
On this day in 1953, Mount Everest became the first human to achieve this feat.
Nepal decided to make the 2008 International Mount Everest Remembrance Day an
International Mountaineering Festival, and the legendary climber Hillary passed
away. Everest Day commemorates the first summit on May 29 every year. In 1953,
Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay Sherpa climbed Mount Everest. This day
is celebrated with commemorations, parades and special events in Kathmandu and
the Everest region.

World Digestive Health Day is on 29th May
Every year, May 29th is World Digestive Health Day (WDHD). It cooperates with
the World Gastroenterology Organization (WGO) and the WGO Foundation
(WGOF).
Highlights:
Every year, we will focus on specific digestive system diseases and diseases to
improve the public's awareness of the disease and disease prevention, epidemic,
diagnosis, management, and treatment. World Digestive Health Day was launched
in 2004 to commemorate the 45th anniversary of the establishment of the World
Gastroenterology Organization. The organization has more than 100 member
associations and 50,000 individual members worldwide.
Theme: Obesity: An Ongoing Pandemic

Amnesty International Day is on 28th May
Amnesty International Day is set on May 28 every year because this NGO was
established in London in 1961.
Highlights:
Amnesty International was established in London on May 28, 1961, when lawyer
Peter Benenson published an article "The Forgotten Prisoner" in the British
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"Observer." Amnesty International is recognized as a non-governmental
organization dedicated to the protection of human rights. It strives to prevent
human rights violations, fight for justice for those whose rights have been violated,
and lobby the government to expand and enforce the protection of human rights in
international law and other influential groups, and promote their Infringement. The
organization won the 1977 Nobel Peace Prize for "defending human dignity from
torture", and in 1978 it won the United Nations Human Rights Award.

World No Tobacco Day is on 31st May
Each and Every year on May 31, the World Health Organization (WHO) and global
partners celebrate World No Tobacco Day (WNTD).
Highlights:
The annual campaign targets to raise awareness of the harmful and deadly effects
of tobacco use and secondhand smoke exposure and prevent the opportunity to use
tobacco in any form.
The theme of this year's 2021 WNTD is "Commitment to Quit Smoking". This
annual celebration educates the public about the dangers of tobacco use, the
business practices of tobacco companies, the work of WHO to combat the tobacco
epidemic, and what measures people around the world can take to claim their right
to health and healthy life protect future generations.
The WHO (World Health Organization) passed a resolution on May 15, 1987,
calling for April 7, 1988, to be the first World No Tobacco Day.
Then on May 17, 1989, the World Health Organization passed a resolution calling
for May 31 each year as World No Tobacco Day. Since 1989, May 31st has been
World No Tobacco Day every year.

Global Parents Day is on 1st June
The UN Global Day of Parents is celebrated on 1 June each year. The day pursuits
to honour all the parents in the course of the world. The day's observation
acknowledges the most important accountability of the family in nurturing and
defending their children. Global Day of Parents allows recognizing dad and mom
throughout the world for their selfless dedication to children and their lifelong
sacrifice toward nurturing this relationship.
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Background:
During the 1980s, the United Nations focussed on attending issues related to the
family. Based on the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
recommendations, in 1983, the Commission for Social Development, in its decision
on the Role of the household in the improvement procedure (1983/23), requested
the UN to address the troubles and need of the family. The day used to be particular
to decorate awareness among decision-makers and the public of the family's issues
and desires and superb methods of meeting those needs.
On December 9, 1989, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) proclaimed
1994 as the International Year of the Family. UNGA exceeded resolution 47/237 in
1993 and exact 15 May of each and every year as the International Day of Families.
In 2012, UNGA proclaimed 1 June as the Global Day of Parents. It additionally
directed its member states to study the Global Day of Parents annually in honour of
dad and mom at some point in the world.

World Milk Day is on 1st June
The Food & Agriculture Organization (FAO) celebrates World Milk Day on June 1
each year to recognise the importance of milk as a portion of global food and
celebrate the dairy industry.
Highlights:
The day aims to encourage people to talk about the health advantages of dairy
products, including nutrition, accessibility and affordability.
This year (2021), our theme will focus on the dairy industry's sustainability and
deliver messages all over the environment, nutrition, & socio-economics. By doing
so, we will re-introduce dairy farming to the world.
In 2001, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations established
World Milk Day to recognise the importance of milk as global food and celebrate
the dairy industry. Since then, the benefits of milk and dairy products have been
actively promoted worldwide every year, including how dairy products can support
the livelihoods of 1 billion people.

World Bicycle Day is on 3rd June
World Bicycle Day was celebrated on 3 June globally by means of organising crew
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rides at the event to popularise the use of bicycles in day-by-day life. The day
highlights the interest in the benefits of using the bicycle, which is a simple,
affordable, clean, and environmentally fit sustainable potential of transportation. It
is celebrated on 3rd June.
Highlights:
From 14 to sixteen October 2021, the UN Sustainable Transport Conference will
take location in Beijing, China. It will focus on the central function of sustainable
transport in accomplishing the SDGs and the Paris Agreement on local weather
change. Not solely this, but the discussion board also highlights opportunities,
challenges, and options in achieving a sustainable transport system throughout the
world.
The bicycle day celebrates the uniqueness, durability, and versatility of the bicycle
and promotes it as a simple, sustainable transportation ability.
Bicycle is top for bodily and mental health. Also, it is precise for the environment
and the economy. No doubt cycling is a notable exercise and maintains you active.
It helps to form a healthy lifestyle.
Background:
The UNGA (United Nations General Assembly) declared 3rd June as World
Bicycle Day, acknowledging the individuality, durability, and versatility, which has
been in use for two centuries. The day will encourage the stakeholders to recognise,
emphasise and strengthen the use of the bicycle in fostering sustainable
development, beef up training for teens and younger people, promotes health,
forestall diseases, facilitate social inclusion and tradition of peace, etc. The
initiatives are also welcomed by using the Assembly at national and local tiers to
strengthen physical and mental fitness and advance a subculture of cycling in
society.

International Day for the Fight against Illegal and Unreported and
Unregulated Fishing 5th June
International Day for the Fight in opposition to Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated
Fishing is prepared each and every 12 months on fifth June.
Highlights:
According to the Food & Agriculture Organization (FAO), illegal, unreported &
unregulated fishing things are responsible for the loss of nearly 11 to 26 million
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tonnes of fish every year, that is estimated to have an economical fee of US$1023
billion.
In 2015, the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean of the Food and
Agricultural Organisation proposed that an initiative be launched to declare an UN
International Day for the Fight against Illegal, Unreported & Unregulated Fishing.
Following extensive consultations, a concept used to be submitted to the attention
of the thirty-second session of the FAO Committee on Fisheries.
In 2017 December, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), in its annual
resolution on sustainable fisheries, proclaimed 5th June as the International Day for
the Fight Against Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing.
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COMMITTEE
World Environment Day is on 5th June
World Environment Day is determined globally on fifth June each and every year.
This day is discovered to focus on defending the environment and reminding
people not to take nature for granted.
Highlights:
The day presents a possibility to develop the basis for an enlightened opinion and
responsible conduct by using individuals, enterprises, and communities in
preserving and improving the environment.
The theme of this year's World Environment Day is Reimagine. Recreate. Restore.'
like this, 12 months marks the United Nations Decade's commencing on Ecosystem
Restoration. Pakistan is the world host for the day to spotlight the importance of
ecosystem restoration this year.
The first time World Environment Day was once celebrated in 1974 with the
slogan Only one Earth. In 1972 the conference was once held on Human
Environment, which commenced from 5th to 16th June at United Nations (UN).
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AGREEMENTS MOU
Cabinet Approves MoUs
The Union Cabinet has approved the MoUs/agreements signed by India.
Highlights:
Cooperation in the field of sustainable urban development between India and the
Maldives.
All Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) member countries have reached an
agreement.
Cooperation in the field of mineral resources between India and Argentina.
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between India and Japan on sustainable
urban development.

Cabinet Gives Ex-Post Facto Approval to The SCO Agreement on Mass Media
Cooperation
The Union Cabinet approved the agreement on "Cooperation in the field of Mass
Media " among all member states of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. The
agreement was signed in June 2019
About Cooperation in the field of Mass Media:
Aim: To promote equal and mutually beneficial cooperation among mass media
associations.
It would give member countries the opportunity to share best practises and new
innovations.
The main area of collaboration is the creation of favourable conditions for
widespread and mutually beneficial information distribution via mass media.
It will offer mutual assistance in the training of media professionals.

Cabinet Approves MoC between India-Japan on Urban Development
The Union Cabinet has approved a MoC (memorandum of cooperation) between
India-Japan on the subject of sustainable city development.
Highlights:
A Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) on Sustainable Urban Development has
been signed between the Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs, Government of
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India & the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport & Tourism, Government of
Japan.
A Joint Working Group (JWG) will be additionally shaped to implement the
programmes on cooperation below the Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC). The
JWG will meet as soon as a year.
The MoC will enhance the technical cooperation in Urban Planning, Smart Cities
Development, Affordable Housing (including rental housing), Urban Flood
Management, Sewerage and Waste Water Management, etc.
The exceptional practices and key learnings will be exchanged between India and
Japan in Sustainable Urban Development.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When was International Everest Day observed?
A.May 29
B.May 28
C.May 27
D.May 26

Answer A
Explanation May 29 is the International Mount Everest Day. Tenzing Norgay of Nepal and
Edmund Hillary of New Zealand climbed Mt. This day is celebrated with commemorations,
parades and special events in Kathmandu and the Everest region.

2) When was World Digestive Health Day observed?
A.May 29
B.May 28
C.May 27
D.May 26

Answer A
Explanation Every year, May 29th is World Digestive Health Day (WDHD). It cooperates with
the World Gastroenterology Organization (WGO) and the WGO Foundation (WGOF).

3) When was Amnesty International Day observed?
A.May 29
B.May 28
C.May 27
D.May 26

Answer B
Explanation Amnesty International Day is set on May 28 every year because this NGO was
established in London in 1961. Amnesty International was established in London on May 28,
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1961, when lawyer Peter Benenson published an article "The Forgotten Prisoner" in the British
"Observer."

4) When was World Gastroenterology Organisation founded?
A.1935
B.1986
C.1958
D.1968

Answer C
Explanation World Digestive Health Day was launched in 2004 to commemorate the 45th
anniversary of the establishment of the World Gastroenterology Organization. The organization
has more than 100 member associations and 50,000 individual members worldwide. It was
founded in 1958.

5) What is the Tibetan name of Mt Everest?
A.Sagarmatha
B.Chomolungma
C.Sherpa
D.None

Answer B
Explanation In the nineteenth century, the mountain was named after George Everest, a former
Surveyor General of India. The Tibetan name is Chomolungma, which means Mother Goddess of
the World. The Nepali name is Sagarmatha, which has various meanings.

6) Where is the headquarters of WGO?
A.US
B.UK
C.France
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The World Gastroenterology Organisation is an international federation of over 100
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national GI societies and 4 regional associations of gastroenterology representing over 50,000
individual members. WGO is focused on the improvement of standards in gastroenterology
training and education on a global scale.

7) What is the Nepali name of Mt Everest?
A.Sagarmatha
B.Chomolungma
C.Sherpa
D.None

Answer A
Explanation In the nineteenth century, the mountain was named after George Everest, a former
Surveyor General of India. The Tibetan name is Chomolungma, which means Mother Goddess of
the World. The Nepali name is Sagarmatha, which has various meanings.

8) When was World No Tobacco Day observed?
A.May 31
B.May 30
C.May 29
D.May 28

Answer A
Explanation Each and Every year on May 31, the World Health Organization (WHO) and global
partners celebrate World No Tobacco Day (WNTD). The theme of this year's 2021 WNTD is
"Commitment to Quit Smoking".

9) When was World Digestive Health Day launched?
A.2001
B.2002
C.2003
D.2004

Answer D
Explanation World Digestive Health Day was launched in 2004 to commemorate the 45th
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anniversary of the establishment of the World Gastroenterology Organization. The organization
has more than 100 member associations and 50,000 individual members worldwide.

10) WHO was established on ______________.
A.7 April 1948
B.7 April 1945
C.19 April 1948
D.17 April 1944

Answer A
Explanation World Health Organization on 15th May 1987 passed a resolution, calling for April
7, 1988, to be the first World No Smoking Day. This date was chosen as it was the 40th
anniversary of the World Health Organization. WHO was established on 7 April 1948.

11) Amnesty International was established in London on _____________.
A.May 28, 1960
B.May 28, 1961
C.May 28, 1951
D.May 28, 1950

Answer B
Explanation Amnesty International was established in London on May 28, 1961, when lawyer
Peter Benenson published an article "The Forgotten Prisoner" in the British "Observer." Amnesty
International is recognized as a non-governmental organization dedicated to the protection of
human rights.

12) WHO is headquartered in _____________.
A.New York
B.Geneva
C.Paris
D.London

Answer B
Explanation The WHO (World Health Organization) passed a resolution on May 15, 1987,
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calling for April 7, 1988, to be the first World No Tobacco Day.Then on May 17, 1989, the
World Health Organization passed a resolution calling for May 31 each year as World No
Tobacco Day. Since 1989, May 31st has been World No Tobacco Day every year.WHO is
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland

13) World Digestive Health Day was launched in 2004 to commemorate the
___________ anniversary of the establishment of the World Gastroenterology
Organization.
A.40th
B.45th
C.50th
D.35th

Answer B
Explanation World Digestive Health Day was launched in 2004 to commemorate the 45th
anniversary of the establishment of the World Gastroenterology Organization. The organization
has more than 100 member associations and 50,000 individual members worldwide.Theme:
Obesity: An Ongoing Pandemic

14) From when World No Tobacco Day was observed?
A.1985
B.1987
C.1989
D.1991

Answer C
Explanation The WHO (World Health Organization) passed a resolution on May 15, 1987,
calling for April 7, 1988, to be the first World No Tobacco Day.Then on May 17, 1989, the
World Health Organization passed a resolution calling for May 31 each year as World No
Tobacco Day. Since 1989, May 31st has been World No Tobacco Day every year.

15) Newly appointed Commerce Secretary B.V.R. Subrahmanyam is a
____________ IAS officer.
A.1990
B.1988
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C.1987
D.1986

Answer C
Explanation Mr Subrahmanyam is a 1987 IAS officer of the Chhattisgarh cadre and was sent to
Jammu and Kashmir in June 2018. He served as the chief secretary when the country was divided
into two federal territories in 2019.

16) When did mid day meal scheme start in India?
A.15th August 1995
B.15th August 1997
C.25th August 1995
D.25th August 1997

Answer A
Explanation The National Program of Nutritional Support to Primary Education (NP-NSPE) was
launched as a centrally sponsored scheme on 15th August 1995 in 2408 blocks in the country for
enhancement of enrolment, retention, improvement of attendance and quality of education and
improving of nutritional levels among children.

17) When was National AI Portal launched?
A.May 2019
B.April 2019
C.May 2020
D.April 2020

Answer C
Explanation On May 28, the National Artificial Intelligence Portal celebrated its first
anniversary. In May 2020, the portal will be launched.It is a collaboration between the Ministry
of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), the National e-Governance Division
(NeGD), and NASSCOM.

18) GST will be levied on ____________.
A.Manufacturers
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B.Retailers
C.Consumers
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The GST is an indirect tax which means that the tax is passed on till the last stage
wherein it is the customer of the goods and services who bears the tax.

19) Which of the following country is not the member of the SAARC?
A.Myanmar
B.Nepal
C.Bhutan
D.Maldives

Answer A
Explanation Myanmar is not the member of the SAARC. All the members of the SAARC are;
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, the Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

20) Which of the following SAARC member has the highest population?
A.Pakistan
B.Nepal
C.Bhutan
D.Maldives

Answer A
Explanation India is the most populous country among the SAARC nations but as per the
options given in the question Pakistan is the most populous country which has population of
200,813,818 in 2018.

21) When was Global Parents Day observed?
A.June 1
B.May 30
C.May 31
D.June 2
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Answer A
Explanation The UN Global Day of Parents is celebrated on 1 June each year. The day pursuits
to honour all the parents in the course of the world. The day's observation acknowledges the most
important accountability of the family in nurturing and defending their children.

22) Which of the following is not a method to calculate the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP)?
A.Product method
B.Income law
C.Expenditure method
D.Diminishing cost

Answer D
Explanation There are 3 methods used for calculating national income namely; Income method,
expenditure method, and Product method. The diminishing cost method is not a method to
calculate national income.

23) Which of the following is/are the potential impact(s) of sale of Government
securities by the Reserve Bank of India? Increase in liquidity in the market.
Increase in interest rates. Select the correct answer using the code given below:
A.Only 1
B.Only 2
C.Both 1 and 2
D.Neither 1 nor 2

Answer B
Explanation When the RBI feels that there is excess liquidity in the market, it resorts to sale of
securities thereby sucking out the rupee liquidity. Similarly, when the liquidity conditions are
tight, RBI may buy securities from the market, thereby releasing liquidity into the market.

24) Who releases data of national income in India?
A.NSSO
B.CSO
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C.NITI Aayog
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation The GDP figures in India are released by the Central Statistics Office (CSO), which
comes under the Ministry of Statistics and Program Implementation (MOSPI).

25) Which of the following markets are independently regulated by Forward
Market Commission?
A. Mutual Funds
B.Commodity Futures Market
C.Stock Market
D.Foreign Exchange Markets

Answer B
Explanation Commodities futures contracts are agreements to buy or sell a raw material at a
specific date in the future at a particular price. The contract is for a set amount. It specifies when
the seller will deliver the asset. It also sets the price. Some contracts allow a cash settlement
instead of delivery.

26) Which country is the fourth-largest economy in the world in terms of
nominal GDP?
A.Britain
B.Japan
C.Germany
D.Russia

Answer C
Explanation Germany is the fourth-largest economy in the world based on nominal GDP. size of
the German economy is $ 3.86 trillion.

27) When was One Nation, One Standard scheme launched?
A.2018
B.2019
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C.2017
D.2020

Answer B
Explanation The objective of the government's 'One Nation, One Standard' scheme, launched in
2019, is to ensure there is a synergy and no overlap in the standardisation work in the country,
thereby building a 'Brand India' identity in the long run.

28) With reference to Covid, what are Kappa and Delta?
A.New Measure of Covid spread rate
B.New Labels for Covid variants
C.New category in Covid positivity rate
D.New Global vaccine initiatives

Answer B
Explanation The World Health Organization (WHO) has announced new labels, using Greek
alphabets, for various variants of the coronavirus disease (Covid-19).As per the WHO, Covid
variant first found in India (B1.617.2) will be referred to as Delta, while earlier found variant in
the country (B.1.617.1) will be known as Kappa.

29) As per the estimates released by the National Statistical Office (NSO), what
is the GDP growth of India for 2020-21?
A.-10.1%
B.-8.2%
C.-7.3%
D.-6.5%

Answer C
Explanation The National Statistical Office (NSO) released the provisional estimates of annual
national income and quarterly estimates.As per the release, Indias gross domestic product (GDP)
grew 1.6 per cent in the fourth quarter (January-March) of 2020-21. Last quarter, there was 0.5 %
growth. The GDP contracted to a record low 7.3 per cent, for the full financial year 2020-21. This
was a marginal improvement from the earlier estimate of 8 per cent contraction.

30) What is AmbiTag, that was seen in the news recently?
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A.Temperature logger
B.Cold storage
C.GI tag
D.Disinfectant

Answer A
Explanation Indian Institute of Technology, Ropar (IIT Ropar) has developed Indias first IoTbased temperature logger named AmbiTag. It records real-time ambient temperature during the
transportation of perishable products, vaccines as well as body organs and blood.The device is
shaped as USB device and it continuously records the temperature of its immediate surroundings
from -40 to +80 degrees in any time zone.

31) Which sector contributes the most income to India's economy?
A.Primary Sector
B.Secondary Sector
C.Tertiary Sector
D.None

Answer D
Explanation The tertiary sector contributes the most to India's economy. There are many areas in
this sector like the service sector, real estate, hotels and restaurants, telecommunications etc.
Currently, the service sector contributes 53.66% to the Indian economy. The second place is
occupied by the Secondary sector that is about 31% to GDP.

32) What is the theme of World Milk Day 2021, observed recently on 1st June?
A.Sustainability in the dairy sector
B.Milk For All
C.Leaving No one Behind
D.Milk and SDG

Answer A
Explanation Every year, on 1st of June, the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United
Nations observes World Milk Day.This day was first established in the year 2001 to recognize the
importance of milk as a global food and to cherish the dairy sector. This year, the theme / prime
focus would be on Sustainability in the dairy sector.
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33) What is the Corporate Profit to GDP ratio in India, as registered in FY 21?
A.2.63%
B.5.55%
C.10.2%
D.20.2%

Answer A
Explanation The combined net profit of all the listed companies in India has moved up by 57.6%
in FY 21 to Rs.5.31 trillion.The Corporate Profit to GDP ratio in India stood at 2.63% in FY 21
which is an all-time high in the last 10 years. Although the sales and revenue of many firms were
low due to nationwide lockdown, higher profitability was achieved mainly due to decline in raw
material prices and input cost.

34) Which company has introduced the worlds first Nano Urea?
A.National Fertilizers Limited
B.IFFCO
C.Rashtriya Chemicals & Fertilizers
D.Chambal Fertilisers

Answer B
Explanation Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited (IFFCO) said that it has introduced
the worlds first Nano Urea Liquid for farmers across the world.The technology was developed at
Nano Biotechnology Research Centre, Kalol. This is expected to reduce the input cost of farmers
and will significantly bring down the cost of logistics and warehousing.

35) Under which scheme, the central government would support children who
have lost both parents due to COVID 19?
A.PM JDY
B.PM JJBY
C.PM CARES for Children
D.PM Sishu Suraksha Yojana

Answer C
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Explanation The Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced that, children who have lost both
parents due to COVID-19 would be taken care and supported by the Government of India, under
the PM CARES for Children scheme.Such children would be entitled to receive a monthly
stipend once they attain 18 years of age and would receive a corpus of Rs.10 lakh on attainment
of 23 years, out of the funds available in PM CARES.

36) When was World Milk Day observed?
A.Jun 01
B.May 31
C.Jun 02
D.May 30

Answer A
Explanation The Food & Agriculture Organization (FAO) celebrates World Milk Day on June 1
each year to recognise the importance of milk as a portion of global food and celebrate the dairy
industry.

37) Which of the following state government launched Ankur Scheme?
A.Madhya Pradesh
B.Maharashtra
C.Odisha
D.Karnataka

Answer A
Explanation In Madhya Pradesh, Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan initiated a program
called "Ankur", under which citizens who plant trees during the monsoon will be rewarded.
Citizens participating in the program will receive a Pranvayu award to ensure public participation
in the program.

38) In Which year does world Milk day established?
A.2000
B.2001
C.2002
D.2003
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Answer A
Explanation In 2001, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations established
World Milk Day to recognise the importance of milk as global food and celebrate the dairy
industry. Since then, the benefits of milk and dairy products have been actively promoted
worldwide every year, including how dairy products can support the livelihoods of 1 billion
people.

39) The Scheme Bell of Faith is from ____________.
A.Kerala
B.Karnataka
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Telangana

Answer A
Explanation The 'Bell of Faith' scheme will now be implemented for elderly people who live
alone in villages. Previously, this scheme had been successfully implemented in a number of
urban Kerala households.

40) What is the base year for calculating India's GDP?
A.2004-05
B.2011-12
C.2012-13
D.2010-11

Answer D
Explanation The base year for India's GDP calculation is 2011-12. The central government
wants to revise it 2017-18.

41) Who established World Milk Day in 2001?
A.HRC
B.FAO
C.WHO
D.None
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Answer A
Explanation In 2001, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations established
World Milk Day to recognise the importance of milk as global food and celebrate the dairy
industry. Since then, the benefits of milk and dairy products have been actively promoted
worldwide every year, including how dairy products can support the livelihoods of 1 billion
people.

42) When is World Bicycle Day observed?
A.Jun 3
B.May 3
C.Jul 3
D.Mar 3

Answer A
Explanation World Bicycle Day was celebrated on 3 June globally by means of organising crew
rides at the event to popularise the use of bicycles in day-by-day life. The day highlights the
interest in the benefits of using the bicycle, which is a simple, affordable, clean, and
environmentally fit sustainable potential of transportation. It is celebrated on 3rd June.

43) When was the first BRICS Summit held?
A.2004
B.2009
C.2010
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation The first BRIC Heads of State Summit was held in June 2009 at Yekaterinburg,
Russia. BRICS leaders issued a Joint Statement on Global Food Security.

44) H10N3 is a type of flu that comes from ____________.
A.Hen
B.Cow
C.Pig
D.Bat

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 31 - June 6, 2021)

Answer A
Explanation China has said the worlds first human infection of the H10N3 chook flu strain.
H10N3 is a type of hen flu or avian flu. These ailments are frequent in wild aquatic birds
worldwide and can infect home rooster and other bird and animal species.

45) Where is the headquarters of BRICS New Development Bank situated?
A.Beijing, China
B.Moscow, Russia
C.Cape town, South Africa
D.Shanghai, China

Answer D
Explanation The idea for setting up the bank was proposed by India at the 4th BRICS summit in
2012 held in Delhi. The creation of a new development bank was the main theme of the meeting.

46) The vaccine Sinovac is from which of the following country?
A.China
B.Russia
C.Japan
D.UK

Answer A
Explanation World Health Organisation (WHO) has approved for world use of covid-19 Vaccine
by using Sinovac Biotech Ltd. Of China. WHO advocated its use for humans above 18 years.
Two-dose will be scheduled for it, with a hole of two to 4 weeks between shots. Sinopharm
Group Co. had secured WHOs approval for emergency use in May 2021.

47) When was South Africa inducted into BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India, China)
to form BRICS?
A.2009
B.2011
C.2008
D.2010
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Answer D
Explanation BRICS is the acronym for an association of five major emerging national
economies: Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. Originally the first four were grouped
as BRIC (or the BRICs), before the induction of South Africa in 2010.

48) Which of the vaccine is still not approved by WHO?
A.Sinovac
B.Covaxin
C.AstraZeneca Plc
D.Vaccine by Johnson & Johnson

Answer B
Explanation WHO advocated its use for humans above 18 years. Two-dose will be scheduled for
it, with a hole of two to 4 weeks between shots. Sinopharm Group Co. had secured WHOs
approval for emergency use in May 2021.Additional inoculation will be given for the Covax
programme led by WHO to make sure every country has access to vaccines.Other vaccines
cleared for emergency use by WHO are vaccines from Pfizer Inc. & BioNTech SE, Johnson &
Johnson, AstraZeneca Plc, and Moderna Inc.

49) When did the BRICS states signed the Agreement on the New
Development Bank, which makes provisions for the legal basis of the bank?
A.2013
B.2014
C.2015
D.2012

Answer B
Explanation On 15 July 2014, the first day of the 6th BRICS summit held in Fortaleza, Brazil,
the BRICS states signed the Agreement on the New Development Bank, which makes provisions
for the legal basis of the bank.In a separate agreement, a reserve currency pool worth $100 bln
was set up by BRICS nations.July 2014 (Treaty signed)July 2015 (Treaty in force)

50) What is the rank of India in Gender Inequality Index 2019?
A.120
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B.121
C.122
D.123

Answer C
Explanation Gender Inequality Index (GII): GII displays gender-based disadvantage across three
dimensions of reproductive health, labour market and empowerment. Countries are having an
unequal distribution of human development experiences high inequality. As per UNDP document
2019, Indias GII is 0.0501 and was ranked at 122.

51) Where will the first regional office of the BRICS New Development Bank
be set up?
A.New Delhi, India
B.Johannesburg, South Africa
C.Beijing, China
D.Fortaleza, Brazil

Answer B
Explanation The government had mandated, that with effect from April 1, 2017, all goods
vehicles of category N2 and N3, have to be fitted with an air conditioning system for the cabin.
Now the last date for trucks to have air conditioned cabins for drivers, a mandatory norm by the
central government, has been extended to December 31, 2017.

52) California-based employer Rocket Lab started industrial launches for New
Zealand in _____________.
A.2010
B.2015
C.2018
D.2020

Answer C
Explanation California-based employer Rocket Lab started industrial launches for New Zealand
in 2018. The company specialises in inserting small satellites into orbit. It made history in 2017
to launch a check rocket into an area from the far-flung Mahia Peninsula.
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53) For which of the following member countries, did the BRICS New
Development Bank sanctioned its first loan?
A.China
B.India
C.South Africa
D.Brazil

Answer A
Explanation On 21 December 2016, the NDB signed its first loan agreement. The loan
agreement approving the provision of RMB 525 mln sovereign project loan for the Banks first
project in China (Shanghai Lingang Distributed Solar Power Project) was signed by the Chinese
Vice Minister of Finance Shi Yaobin and the NDB President K.V.Kamath.

54) Greenhouse effect refers to ____________.
A.Ability of atmosphere to retain water vapor
B.Ability of certain atmospheric gases to trap heat and keep the planet relatively warm
C.Ability of cloud to scatter electromagnetic radiation
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation The most significant contributor to warming is the emission of gases which result in
the greenhouse effect. In this, 90% share is carbon dioxide (CO) and methane. For strength
consumption, fossil fuel, such as coal, oil, and natural gas, is the primary source of emissions.
Some contribution is accounted from agriculture, deforestation, and manufacturing as well.

55) Identify the non Green-House Gas(GHG) from the following :
A.Methane
B.Carbon Monoxide
C.Nitrous oxide
D.Hydrofluorocarbons

Answer B
Explanation Kyoto Protocol recognized six green house gases i.e. Carbon dioxide, Methane,
Nitrous oxide, Hydrofluorocarbons, Perfluorocarbons, and Sulphur hexafluoride.
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56) As per the recent study by NASA and German Aerospace Center, some
microbes are found on the Earth may survive in which planet?
A.Jupiter
B.Venus
C.Mercury
D.Mars

Answer D
Explanation As per the recent study by NASA and German Aerospace Center, some microbes
are found on the Earth may survive in the Mars.The researchers tested a new way to expose the
bacteria and fungi to Mars-like conditions by launching them in a scientific balloon up to Earths
stratosphere. This is significant in the success of future missions to the Mars.

57) Which of the following gases are recognized as principal greenhouse gases
with respect to Kyoto protocol? 1. Carbon dioxide (CO2) 2. Carbon Monoxide
(CO) 3. Ozone (O3) 4. Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) 5. Perfluorocarbons
(PFCs) 6. Sulphur hexafluoride (SF6)
A.1, 2, 3 and 6 Only
B.1, 4, 5 and 6 Only
C.1, 2, 3 and 5 Only
D.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Answer B
Explanation The targets for the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol cover emissions
of the six main greenhouse gases, namely: Carbon dioxide (CO2); Methane (CH4); Nitrous oxide
(N2O); Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs); Perfluorocarbons (PFCs); and Sulphur hexafluoride (SF6)

58) Which is the first country to approve a vaccine against Covid-19?
A.Russia
B.China
C.UK
D.USA

Answer A
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Explanation Russia has become the first country to register and approve the worlds first
Covid-19 vaccine. It has named the vaccine as Sputnik V.This has been named as a reference to
the worlds first satellite sent by the country. Russia claims that is has received requests from more
than 20 countries for 1 billion doses of its newly-registered Covid-19 vaccine.

59) When was World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day observed?
A.Jan 30
B.Jan 31
C.Jun 30
D.Jun 03

Answer A
Explanation The 74th World Health Assembly unanimously approved a proposal from the
United Arab Emirates to designate January 30 as World Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTD) Day.

60) Which country has discovered a new coronavirus strain named D614G,
which is claimed to be more infectious?
A.China
B.US
C.Malaysia
D.UK

Answer C
Explanation A new strain of coronavirus has been detected in Malaysia which is found to be 10
times more infectious than the existing Corona virus.The mutated form of the virus called D614G
was found in 3 of the 45 cases in a test cluster. The detection of new strain has implied that
studies on COVID 19 vaccines may be incomplete or ineffective against the mutation. WHO has
explained that the new strain will not cause a more severe disease.

61) In which year World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day observed first
informally?
A.2021
B.2020
C.2019

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 31 - June 6, 2021)

D.2018

Answer B
Explanation In 2020, the first World NTD Day was observed informally.These are infections
that primarily affect marginalised communities in Africa, Asia, and the Americas.It is caused by a
variety of pathogens, including viruses, bacteria, protozoa, and parasitic worms.

62) On Which date does Telangana formed?
A.Jun 1
B.Jun 2
C.Jun 3
D.Jun 4

Answer B
Explanation On June 2, 2014, the northwestern part of Andhra Pradesh was divided, and the
29th state of Telangana was formed, with Hyderabad as its capital.

63) When was Cycles4Change Challenge of India launched?
A.June 2020
B.July 2020
C.June 2021
D.July 2021

Answer A
Explanation The India Cycles4Change Challenge launched in June 2020 is an initiative to
inspire and support the cities to implement cycling friendly initiative, to encourage cities to
experiment cycling and build confidence for a city-level scale-up with the goal to learn, rather
than plan to perfection.

64) When was MGNREGA formed?
A.2002
B.2005
C.2008
D.2011
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Answer B
Explanation Mahatma Gandhi Employment Guarantee Act 2005, is an Indian labour law and
social security measure that aims to guarantee the 'right to work'. This act was passed in
September 2005 under the UPA government of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh.

65) How many countries are in SCO?
A.8
B.9
C.10
D.11

Answer A
Explanation The SCO currently comprises eight Member States (China, India, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan), four Observer States interested in
acceding to full membership (Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran, and Mongolia).

66) Telangana is formed as ____________ state of India.
A.28th
B.29th
C.27th
D.30th

Answer B
Explanation On June 2, 2014, the northwestern part of Andhra Pradesh was divided, and the
29th state of Telangana was formed, with Hyderabad as its capital.The Andhra State Act (1953)
created India's first linguistic state, known as Andhra, by separating Telugu-speaking areas from
the State of Madras (now Tamil Nadu).

67) When did India join SCO?
A.2002
B.2004
C.2005
D.2007
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Answer C
Explanation India became an Observer of this Organisation in 2005. During its participation as
an Observer, both the CHS and CHG meetings were attended by Indian Ministers of External
Affairs or Ministers of Power (keeping in view the high reserves of energyoil, gas, coal, and
uraniumin several SCO countries).

68) When was NAFED founded?
A.Oct 2, 1958
B.Aug 15, 1958
C.Jan 26, 1958
D.Sep 05, 1958

Answer A
Explanation National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India National
Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India. National Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India Ltd. was established on the auspicious day of Gandhi Jayanti on
2nd October 1958.

69) When was International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression
observed?
A.Jun 02
B.Jun 03
C.Jun 04
D.Jun 05

Answer C
Explanation The Innocent Children Victims of Aggression day is found globally on 4th June
each and every year. This day affirms the UNs commitment to protecting the rights of children.

70) Which of the following country was not the founding member of the SCO?
A.China
B.Russia
C.Uzbekistan
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D.Kazakhastan

Answer C
Explanation The founding members (5) of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) were
China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan. Uzbekistan joined the SCO in 2001.

71) Paresh B Lal is appointed by WhatsApp as ____________ for India.
A.Grievance officer
B.Nodal officer
C.Chief Compliance officer
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The messaging app WhatsApp has designated Paresh B Lal as the Grievance
Officer for India. WhatsApp has to date the essential points on its website for contacting Mr Lal
because, under the IT law, social media groups are required to display the names and different
small print of their criticism officers on their websites.

72) When did RS Sodhi joined Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing
Federation Ltd?
A.1985
B.1982
C.1983
D.1981

Answer B
Explanation Sodhi is alumni of the Institute of Rural Management Anand (IRMA). He joined
Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd (Amul) in the year 1982 after completing his
post-graduation from IRMA.

73) Where is the headquarter of SCO?
A.China
B.Pakistan
C.Uzbekistan
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D.India

Answer A
Explanation The Headquarters of the SCO is in Beijing, China. The founding members (5) of
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) were China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan.

74) What is the rating of Kerala in Niti Aayog's SDG Index 2020-21?
A.75
B.71
C.72
D.70

Answer A
Explanation Kerala retained its rank as the pinnacle nation with a 75. The 1/3 rendition of Indias
SDG Index was once launched via Niti Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar on third June.The topperforming states and UTs as per the file are:Kerala with a rating of- 75Himachal Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu with a score of -74

75) When was SCO established?
A.1985
B.1974
C.1996
D.1992

Answer C
Explanation The SCO was founded on 26 April 1996 by China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan. The Union Cabinet approved the agreement on "Cooperation in the field of Mass
Media " among all member states of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. The agreement was
signed in June 2019.

76) Where is CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology located?
A.Chennai
B.Hyderabad
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C.Kolkata
D.Mumbai

Answer B
Explanation The Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology or CCMB is an Indian fundamental
life science research establishment located in Hyderabad that operates under the aegis of the
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research.

77) When was ICICI established in India?
A.1996
B.1995
C.1993
D.1994

Answer B
Explanation ICICI was formed in 1955 at the initiative of the World Bank, the Government of
India and representatives of Indian industry. The principal objective was to create a development
financial institution for providing medium-term and long-term project financing to Indian
businesses.

78) When was Microsoft founded?
A.1975
B.1957
C.1995
D.1960

Answer A
Explanation In 1975 Bill Gates and Paul G. Allen, two boyhood friends from Seattle, converted
BASIC, a popular mainframe computer programming language, for use on an early personal
computer (PC), the Altair. Shortly afterward, Gates and Allen founded Microsoft, deriving the
name from the words microcomputer and software.

79) Which of the following is under worst performing states in Niti Aayog's
SDG Index 2020-21?
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A.Kerala
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Sikkim
D.Bihar

Answer D
Explanation The worst-performing states and UTs include:Chhattisgarh, Nagaland and Odisha
with a rating of- 61Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh at a score of60Assam scored- 57Jharkhand scored- 56Bihar at-52

80) Where is International Dairy Federation?
A.Belgium
B.Beijing
C.Moscow
D.Cape Town

Answer A
Explanation The International Dairy Federation (IDF) represents the global dairy sector and.
ensures the best scientific expertise is used to support high quality milk and. nutritious, safe and
sustainable dairy products. International Dairy Federation Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium.

81) The 1st ever Asia Pacific Public Sector Cyber Security Executive Council
has been launched by using ____________.
A.Microsoft
B.Google
C.Facebook
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The 1st ever Asia Pacific Public Sector Cyber Security Executive Council has been
launched by using Microsoft. The council consists of policymakers and influencers from Brunei,
Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand.

82) When was World Environment Day observed?
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A.June 4
B.June 5
C.June 6
D.June 7

Answer B
Explanation World Environment Day is determined globally on fifth June each and every year.
This day is discovered to focus on defending the environment and reminding people not to take
nature for granted.

83) International Day for the Fight against Illegal and Unreported and
Unregulated Fishing is on ____________.
A.June 4
B.June 5
C.June 6
D.June 7

Answer B
Explanation International Day for the Fight in opposition to Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated
Fishing is prepared each and every 12 months on fifth June. According to the Food & Agriculture
Organization (FAO), illegal, unreported & unregulated fishing things are responsible for the loss
of nearly 11 to 26 million tonnes of fish every year, that is estimated to have an economical fee of
US$1023 billion.

84) National Human Rights Commission is a _____________.
A.Statutory body
B.Constitutional body
C.Multilateral institution
D.Both A and C

Answer D
Explanation The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) is a statutory body that was
constituted by the Act passed in the Parliament. The NHRC of India is a Statutory public body
constituted on 12 October 1993 under the Protection of Human Rights Ordinance of 28
September 1993. Presently it is comprised of a speaker and 4 members; hence this is a
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multilateral institution.

85) Which among the following World Heritage site of India is owned by two
states?
A.Valley of Flowers National Park
B.Mountain Railways of India
C.Sundarbans National Park
D.Kalka-Shimla Railway

Answer D
Explanation Kalka is in Panchkula Haryana and shimla all of you know. Kalka Shimla Railway
spreads in Haryana and Himachal Pradesh,Valley of Flowers National Park is located in
Uttarakhand,Mountain Railways of India are in Darjeeling,Sundarbans National Park isn West
Bengal andChampaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park is in Gujarat.

86) Who can be appointed as the chairman of the National Human Rights
Commission?
A.Any sitting judge of the Supreme Court
B.Any retired Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
C.Any person appointed by the President
D.Any retired Chief Justice of the High Court

Answer B
Explanation A person who is a retired Chief justice of the Supreme Court of India can only be
appointed as the chairman of the National Human Rights Commission.

87) Which of the following Environmentalists first gave the concept of
Biodiversity hotspots ?
A.Gaylord Nelson
B.Norman Myers
C.John Muir
D.Julia Butterfly Hill

Answer B

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(May 31 - June 6, 2021)

Explanation In the year 1988, Norman Myers (British ecologist) published a paper mentioning
10 tropical forest hotspots. They were characterized by exceptional levels of plant endemism as
well as serious levels of habitat loss.

88) Which of the following statements is NOT correct about the National
Human Rights Commission?
A.It was established in 1993.
B.In the cases of human rights violation, the Commission has no right to punish the culprit
C.The Chairman and members of this Commission are appointed by the Supreme Court of India
D.The Commission sends its annual report to the Central Government and State Governments

Answer C
Explanation The Chairman and Members of the National Human Rights Commission are not
appointed by the President alone but by a 6-member committee which is headed by the Prime
Minister.

89) When was SpaceX Dragon launched first?
A.2005
B.2010
C.2011
D.2013

Answer B
Explanation SpaceX Dragon is also acknowledged as Dragon 1 or Cargo Dragon. SpaceX has
developed this category of reusable cargo spacecraft. It was once launched into orbit with the aid
of the Falcon 9 launch car of SpaceX to resupply International Space Station (ISS). It was first
launched in 2010 as the first successful commercially constructed and operated spacecraft.

90) What is the tenure of the chairman of the National Human Rights
Commission?
A.5 years or upto 62 years of age
B.5 years or upto 65 years of age
C.6 years or upto 65 years of age
D.5 years or upto 70 years of age
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Answer D
Explanation The tenure of the chairman of the National Human Rights Commission for five
years or until he is 70 years old (whichever is earlier).

91) What is the theme of the Earth Day 2020, which is also the 50th
anniversary of the day?
A.Golden Earth
B.Earth Day @ 50
C.Climate Action
D.Our Earth; Our Life

Answer C
Explanation Every year, April 22 has been celebrated as the Earth Day. The United Nations
designates the day as World Mother Earth Day.This year, April 22 is the 50th anniversary of the
World Earth Day. The theme of this years observance is Climate Action. It has been celebrated
from the year 1970, when about 20 million Americans participated in a historic environmental
protest. This year, several artists participate in the protest under the name #EarthDay2020Halt.

92) What is the category of rainfall If the rainfall falls within the range of 96 to
104 percent of this LPA (Long Period Average)?
A.Excess
B.Normal
C.Inadequate
D.Above Normal

Answer B
Explanation Every year, this is used as a baseline for forecasting the quantitative rainfall for the
monsoon season.Categories of the rainfall:Excess: If the rainfall exceeds 110 percent of the
LPA.Above Normal: If rainfall totals between 104 and 110 percent of this LPA.Normal: If the
rainfall falls within the range of 96 to 104 percent of this LPA.Below Normal: If the rainfall falls
between 90% and 96% of the LPA.Inadequate: If the rainfall is less than 90% of the LPA.

93) Who of the following is not included in the Committee constituted for the
appointment of the Chairman of the National Human Rights Commission?
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A.President
B.Prime Minister
C.Lok Sabha Speaker
D.Leader of the main opposition party

Answer A
Explanation A committee constituted for the appointment of the Chairman of the National
Human Rights Commission; under the leadership of the Prime Minister, including the Speaker of
Lok Sabha, Home Minister, leader of the main opposition party and Deputy Speaker of the Rajya
Sabha.

94) What is the category of rainfall If the rainfall exceeds 110 percent of the
LPA (Long Period Average)?
A.Excess
B.Normal
C.Adequate
D.Above Normal

Answer A
Explanation Every year, this is used as a baseline for forecasting the quantitative rainfall for the
monsoon season.Categories of the rainfall:Excess: If the rainfall exceeds 110 percent of the
LPA.Above Normal: If rainfall totals between 104 and 110 percent of this LPA.Normal: If the
rainfall falls within the range of 96 to 104 percent of this LPA.Below Normal: If the rainfall falls
between 90% and 96% of the LPA.Inadequate: If the rainfall is less than 90% of the LPA.

95) Which of the following is not the function of the National Human Rights
Commission?
A.To interfere in the proceedings related to any human rights violation case pending in the court
B.Protecting the human rights of prisoners
C.To provide Economic compensation to any human rights violation victim
D.Promoting research in the field of human rights

Answer C
Explanation The National Human Rights Commission does not have the right either to penalize
the guilty of human rights violation nor to provide any financial assistance to the victim.
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96) What is the category of rainfall If the rainfall is less than 90% of the LPA
(Long Period Average)?
A.Excess
B.Normal
C.Inadequate
D.Above Normal

Answer C
Explanation Every year, this is used as a baseline for forecasting the quantitative rainfall for the
monsoon season.Categories of the rainfall:Excess: If the rainfall exceeds 110 percent of the
LPA.Above Normal: If rainfall totals between 104 and 110 percent of this LPA.Normal: If the
rainfall falls within the range of 96 to 104 percent of this LPA.Below Normal: If the rainfall falls
between 90% and 96% of the LPA.Inadequate: If the rainfall is less than 90% of the LPA.

97) Who of the following has never been appointed as the chairman of the
National Human Rights Commission?
A.Justice S. Rajendra Babu
B.Justice K G Balakrishnan
C.Justice A. S. Anand
D.Justice P. Sathasivam

Answer D
Explanation Justice P. Sathasivam has never been appointed the chairman of the National
Human Rights Commission

98) What is the category of rainfall If rainfall totals between 104 and 110
percent of this LPA (Long Period Average)?
A.Excess
B.Normal
C.Inadequate
D.Above Normal

Answer D
Explanation Every year, this is used as a baseline for forecasting the quantitative rainfall for the
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monsoon season.Categories of the rainfall:Excess: If the rainfall exceeds 110 percent of the
LPA.Above Normal: If rainfall totals between 104 and 110 percent of this LPA.Normal: If the
rainfall falls within the range of 96 to 104 percent of this LPA.Below Normal: If the rainfall falls
between 90% and 96% of the LPA.Inadequate: If the rainfall is less than 90% of the LPA.
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