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BANKING & FINANCE
RBI initiated Financial Literacy Week 2019 is observed from 3 to 7 June
Financial Literacy Week 2019 is being observed from 3 June to 7 June. It is an
annual initiative by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to promote awareness of key
topics through a focused campaign.
Theme:
The theme of Financial Literacy Week 2019 is 'Farmers'. The FL Week would
focus on farmers as the target group with the primary theme being "responsible
borrowing and agricultural finance". It also focuses on how they can benefit
from being a part of the formal banking system. The aim of the initiative is to create
awareness about financial products and services, good financial practices, going
digital and consumer protection.
RBI's Financial Education Initiative includes:
1. The FAME (Financial Awareness Messages) booklet- which provides basic
financial literacy messages for information of the general public.
2. It has developed tailored financial literacy content for five target groups' namely
Farmers, Small entrepreneurs, School children, Self Help Groups and Senior
Citizens. The contentcan be used by the trainers in financial literacy programmes.
3. RBI has designed Audiovisuals on Basic Financial Literacy, Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) and Going Digital for the benefit of the general public on topics
relating to Financial Literacy.

Indian microfinance sector is expected to register a more than 30 percent
The industry body Sa-Dhan reported that the Indian microfinance sector is
expected to register a more than 30% year-on-year growth to Rs.90,000 crore in
2018-19. The total gross loan portfolio (GLP) for the sector stood at Rs.68,789
crore in 2017-18.
The industry body report based on the data collected from 128 microfinance
institutions, the GLP had already touched Rs.75,476 crore. However, this would
rise to more than Rs.90,000 crore by the time the consolidated industry figures
come out.
The average loan ticket size for the sector at Rs.34,010 against Rs.29,902 in 2018.
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The average of only NBFC-MFIs in 2019 is Rs.27,661. The combined microcredit
disbursement of all microfinance companies during the January-March 2019
quarter was Rs.67,581 crore, led by banks with Rs.27,261 crore or 40.34% share,
followed by NBFC-MFIs with Rs.25,544 crore, or 37.8% share, small finance
banks with Rs.9,761 crore, NBFCs with Rs.4,196 croreand Not for
Profit MFIswithabout Rs.816 crore.
The report also stated that the top 7 States in terms of loan portfolio
were Karnataka, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, and
Maharashtra.

RBI reduces interest rates by 25 basis points to 5.75 percent
The Reserve Bank of India's (RBI) Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) reduced
interest rates by 25 basis points to 5.75% with immediate effect amid slowing
economic growth and rising global uncertainty, for the 3rd time in a row.
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das announced it in the second bi-monthly monetary
policy statement for 2019-20.The last time the RBI had to cut rates three times in
a row was in 2013.
Repo rate reduction:
The reduction is expected to:
provide cheaper loans for home and car buyers
theEMIs on home and auto loans, and reduce the
debt repayment burden on corporates
the benchmark BSE Sensex was trading 333.32 points, or 0.83%, lower at
39,750.22, and the broader Nifty fell 114.35 points, or 0.95%, to 11,907.30
it will ensure that the present surplus liquidity situation will sustain
make government remain broadly fiscal-prudent
RBI will be issuing draft guidelines for on tap licensing of small finance banks by
the end of August 2019.RBI has decided to waive off RTGS and NEFT chargesfor
thepromotion of digital transactions. RBI has announced that a committee will be
formed to look into ATM charges
RBI has revised theConsumer Price Inflation forecast for the first half of the
fiscal year 2019-20 to 3-3.1% from 2.9-3% earlier, while the projection for the
second half stands revised to 3.4-3.7% from 3.5-3.8% earlier.
The decisions of RBI are to achieve the medium-term target for consumer price
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index (CPI) inflation of 4% within a band of +/- 2 percentwhile supporting
growth.Even after RBI's reduction in repo rate by 50 basis points to 6% since
February, bank lending rates, on an average, have declined by only 5 basis points.
What is repo rate?
It is the rate at which the central bank of a country, that is RBI, lends money to
commercial banks in the event of any shortfall of funds. The monetary authorities
use this to control inflation. The banks can borrow money for about 7 to 14 days
from the Reserve Bank of India.
Policy rates and Reserve ratios:
Policy Repo Rate: 5.75%
Reverse Repo Rate: 5.50%
Marginal Standing Facility Rate: 6.00%
Bank Rate: 6.00%
CRR: 4%
SLR: 19.00%
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
ONGC became Indias most profitable public sector company
Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC), India's top oil and gas producer, has
toppled Indian Oil Corp (IOC) to regain the crown of being the country's most
profitable public sector company.
Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC) reported a 34% jump in its 2018- 19 fiscal net
profit to Rs.26,716 crore.
Whereas, IOC registered a net profit of Rs.17.274 crore for the fiscal year ended
March 31, 2019.
ONGC, in the previous two financial years, had lost the most profitable PSU tag to
IOC. With its refining margins under pressure due to falling oil prices, IOC had
also lost the title of being India's largest company by turnover tag to billionaire
Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Industries in FY19.
Reliance has been India's most profitable company for the fourth year in a row.
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC):
Founded on: 14 August 1956
Headquarters: New Delhi, India
Chairman & MD: Shashi Shankar
Owner: Government Of India
ONGC is an Indian multinational oil and gas company.
It is a Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) under the administrative control of the
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas.
It produces around 70% of India's crude oil and around 62% of natural gas.

Mahindra Susten partners with Mitsui & Co. Ltd for solar power generation
Mahindra Susten, the private equity division of Mahindra Group, has partnered
with Mitsui & Co. Ltd, of Japan. The aim is to jointly develop and operate
distributed solar power generation projects in India.
Mahindra Susten will hold 51% stake in Marvel Solren Private Ltd. with Mitsui
holding the rest 49%. It is expected that the collaboration between the two groups
would help in targeting India's industrial and commercial sectors.
Marvel currently operates four solar power projects in the country with a combined
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capacity of 16 megawatts. The company helps its clients reduce their carbon
footprint through long-term purchase agreements that run between 10 to 25 years.
Utilizing Mitsuis global network, the company aim to expand the business to 150
megawatts by 2023.
Mahindra Susten:
Founded on: 2010
Headquarters: Maharashtra, India
Parent: Mahindra & Mahindra Limited
It is a portfolio company of Mahindra Partners, the private equity division of the
Mahindra Group. It provides services within the renewable energy segment such as
site surveys and feasibility reports to unit maintenance.
The company also provides advisory services pertaining to aspects such as
financing, financial benefits, and regulatory approvals.
Mitsui & Co.:
Founded on: July 25, 1947
Headquarters: Tokyo, Japan
Founder: Takashi Masuda, Tatsuzo Minakami
Chairman: Masami Iijima
President and CEO: Tatsuo Yasunaga
It is a global trading and investment company which has a presence in over 60
countries. It is focussed on sectors such as energy and resources, machinery and
infrastructure and chemicals.

Nirmala Sitharaman to attend G20 Finance Ministers Meeting in Japan
Finance Minister Shri Nirmala Sitharaman attend the two-day meeting of G-20
Finance Ministers and Central Bank governors in Japan on June 8 and 9
It is thefirst overseas visit of Sitharaman as the Finance Minister.
She took charge as full time finance minister last week.
The main aim is to focus on the risks and challenges of overseas trade and
investment in infrastructure which are faced by our country.
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) submit a
report on taxation, urging greater cooperation among nations.
India activelyparticipating in the OECD-G20 efforts to create a global consensus on
the taxation of the digital economy.
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About G 20
Chairperson: Shinz Abe
Founder: Group of Seven
Founded: 26 September 1999
Purpose : Bring together systemically important industrialized and developing
economies to discuss key issues in the global economy
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INTERNATIONAL
India, US, Japan and Australia supports ASEAN led architecture mechanism
India, US, Japan, and Australiacame together to support ASEAN-led
architecture mechanism for a rule-based order to promote the free, open,
prosperous and inclusive indo-pacific region in a meeting held at Bangkok,
Thailand. The meeting at Bangkok is to counter China's military expansion into
the Indo-pacific region.
The Quad Countries:
Senior officials of the four countries also highlighted their efforts to maintain
universal respect for international law and freedom of navigation and overflight
in the region.
They affirmed their strong support for ASEAN centrality and ASEAN-led regional
architecture including the Indian Ocean Rim Association and Pacific Islands
Forum.
They underscored their intent to continue close coordination and collaboration in
support of sustainable, private sector-led development, maritime security, and good
governance.
The Quad coalition also discussed initiatives undertaken by each country to
encourage transparent, principles-based investment in quality infrastructure in
accordance with international standards and leverage the potential of the private
sector.
China's military expansion:
China has been trying to expand its military presence in the Indo-Pacific, which is
a biogeographic region, comprising the Indian Ocean and the western and central
Pacific Ocean, including the South China Sea.
China claims almost all of the South China Sea. Vietnam, the Philippines,
Malaysia, Brunei, and Taiwan have counterclaims over the sea.
ASEAN countries:
ASEAN is an association of the 10 countries which include - Singapore, Brunei,
Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, and
Myanmar. India, US, Japan and Australia, and several other countries are it's
dialogue partners.
ASEAN - Association of Southeast Asian Nations:
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Headquarters: Jakarta, Indonesia
Secretary general: Lim Jock Hoi
Motto: one vision, one identity, one community

India lost its spot as the worlds fastest growing economy to China
India lost theworld's fastest-growing economy title to China.
In the January-March quarter, India registered 6.3% whereasChina recorded a
growth of 6.4% in the March Quarter.
Indiahad been ahead of China for two years.
The country'seconomic growthrate of India slowed to5.8% during the fourth
quarter of 2018-19 due tolow agriculture and mining output along with subdued
consumer demand.
India's economic growth driven by domestic consumption.
According to the government data,India's economy has grown at its slowest pace
in almost five years.
Indian economy grew by 6.8% in the last financial year, with the GDP growing at
5.8% from the quarter of January-March.
Theunemployment in the country reached a 45-year-high in the financial year
2017-2018.
About China
Capital: Beijing
Currency: Renminbi
Vice President: Wang Qishan

Sri Lankan presidential polls to be held between 15 Nov and 7 Dec
The presidential elections in Sri Lanka have been announced to beheld between
November 15 and December 7, 2019. The announcement was made by
theElection Commission Chairman Mahinda Deshapriya. As per the Sri Lankan
constitution, the polls must be held one month before the end of the current
Presidents term.
Sri Lankan President Sirisena's five-year term is scheduled to end on January 8,
2020. He was elected for a 5-year term on January 8, 2015.
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Nayib Bukele is elected as the new president of El Salvador
Nayib Bukele is elected as the new president of El Salvador. The 37 -year-old
former mayor of San Salvador, who won more votes than all other candidates in the
February presidential election, brought an end to a two-party system that has
held sway over the country for three decades.
He pledged to cure the Central American country that he described as a "sick child"
following years of violence and migration that has strained relations with the
United States.
About Nayib Bukele:
Bukele was born on July 24, 1981, in San Salvador. The former mayor of El
Salvadors capital Bukele made his political debut in 2012 as a small-town mayor
with the now-ruling FMLN (Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front). In 2017,
Bukele was expelled from FMLN for "disrespecting" the rights of women.
His presidency breaks three decades of bipartisanship between the
conservative Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA) and the outgoing
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN).
El Salvador:
President: Nayib Bukele
Vice President: Flix Ulloa
Official language: Spanish
Capital: San Salvador
Currency: United States dollar (USD)

Russia launched first Arctic train service
Russia launched its first ever tourist train traveling through Russia's Arctic region
to Norway set off from Saint Petersburg station with 91 passengers aboard for the
inaugural trial journey.
The train named "Zarengold" ("The Tsars gold" in German) complete with two
restaurant cars travel from Saint Petersburg through Petrozavodsk, the historic town
of Kem and Murmansk.
The duration of the trip will be 11 days
The inaugural function consists of 91 tourists from seven countries including the
US, Germany, Norway and Russia.
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About Russia
Capital: Moscow
Currency: Russian ruble
President: Vladimir Putin

China launched a space rocket from the sea for the first time on 5 June
China launched a space rocket from the sea for the first time on 5 June 2019. With
this China will be the third nation to successfully demonstrate the ability to launch
satellites into orbit from a floating platform following the U.S. and Russia.
In the operation, March 11, a Long rocket was launched from a ship in the Yellow
Sea.
Aim:
The first ever seaborne launch technology aims to meet the growing launch
demand of low inclination satellites. It is also expected to help China
provide launch services for countries participating in the Belt and Road Initiative
Payloads:
The rocket carried two experimental satellites and five commercial satellites. The
experimental satellites will monitor ocean winds to set up all-weather monitoring of
ocean wind fieldsandimprove typhoon monitoring and accuracy of the weather
forecast in China. It wasbuilt by the China Academy of Space Technology in
Beijing.
Experimental satellites:
1. Bufeng-1A
2. Bufeng-1B
Commercial satellites:
1. Earth-imaging cubesat - 1
2. Tianqi-3, an experimental communications satellite
3,4. China's first Ka-band communications satellites- Two satellites
5. New satellite for China's Jilin-1 remote-sensing satellite constellation
The seaborne test along with its ambitious plans for missions to the moon and
beyond has made China a major space power.
China's space exploration:
China is the first nation to land a rover on the far side of the moon. It also plans to
build a research base on the lunar surface. The country also plans to send a probe to
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Mars and build a space station in Earth orbit.
In 2003, China became the third nation to have the capability of launching humans
into space.
China is one of the leading country in launching a number of satellites from its
launch stations on land.

Forbes magazine named Rihanna as the worlds richest female musician
Forbes magazine has named Rihanna as the worlds richest female musician.
Rihanna's Fenty Beauty brand business endeavors have officially made her
the richest female musician in the world. Her worth is estimated at $600m
(472m) which includes revenues made from her fashion and beauty lines in
addition to those from her music career.
Forbes reported that the French luxury brand LVMH backs Rihannas lucrative
cosmetics company, Fenty Beauty. Fenty beauty was launched in 2017. It is worth
more than 3bn, from which Rihanna has earned $570m.
In 2012, Rihanna founded the Clara Lionel Foundation. The trust supports health
and education efforts in impoverished communities around the world. Harvard
University, in February 2017, she was named humanitarian of the year.
Top 5 in Forbes list of richest female musicians:
The other singers in Forbess list of the top five richest female musicians are:
Madonna stands second place ($570m)
Cline Dion stands third ($450m)
Beyonc and Barbra Streisand tied in fourth ($400m)
Taylor Swift stands sixth ($360m).
Forbes other rankings:
Forbes has also name Kardashian scion Kylie Jenner as Americas youngest selfmade billionaire.
It has named Jay-Z as the worlds first billionaire rapper as his worth is estimated
at $1bn.

Report says sharp 10 percent decline in the approval rate of H 1B visa by the
US
US authorities said that there was a sharp 10% decline in the approval of H-1B
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visas by the U.S. in 2018, which is popular among highly skilled Indian IT
professionals. The experts attributed to the aggressive policies of the Trump
administration to clamp down on the use of the work visa programme.
What is H-1b Visa?
The H-1B visa programme is the main vehicle through which US employers can
sponsor skilled foreign workers for admission. It is a non-immigrant visa that
allows U.S. companies to employ foreign workers in specialty occupations that
require theoretical or technical expertise.
10% decline in approval rate:
In 2018, the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
approved 3,35,000 H-1B visas, both new and renewable. This was 10% less than
the 3,73,400 visas approved in the previous fiscal year of 2017, according to the
USCIS annual statistical report. The approval rate of H-1B declined from 93% in
2017 to 85% in 2018.
For the first six months of the fiscal year 2019, the overall approval rate of the
H-1B visa for new and continuing visas continued to stay to 79% by the end of
March, down from 85% last year.
Buy American and Hire American:
Buy American and Hire American executive order which was signed by Trump
in April 2017, seeks to create higher wages and employment rates for U.S.
workers. It also seeks to protect their economic interests by rigorously enforcing
and administering our immigration laws. It also directed to advance policies to help
ensure H-1B visas are awarded to the most-skilled or highest-paid beneficiaries.

Taiwan proposed deal to buy tanks from the US
Taiwan plans to propose a deal to buy tanks and portable missiles from the
U.S. This proposal by Taiwan drew an angry rebuke from China. Taiwans
Defence Ministry requested the US for 108 M1A2 Abrams main battle tanks, more
than 1,500 Javelin and TOW anti-tank missiles, and 250 shoulder-fired Stinger antiaircraft missiles in the proposal formally.
The U.S. government, on the other hand, has given Congress informal notification
of its plan to sell the equipment in a deal worth $2 billion.
One-China policy:
China has asked the U.S. to understand that its decision to sell arms to Taiwan
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might cause problems between China and Taiwan as it is expected Taiwan to abide
by the One China principle.
One-China policy says that there is only one country of China with the official
name of China, despite the fact that there are two governments namely the People's
Republic of China (PRC) and the Republic of China (ROC).
Despite being ruled separately since the end of a civil war in 1949, China still
views Taiwan as its territory and has vowed to take the island, by force if
necessary.
If China announces war on Taiwan, the country outgunned in terms of troop
numbers and firepower. Hence, Taiwan is in need to upgrade much of its
equipment. Its current tank force consists of around 1,000 CM 11 Brave Tiger and
M60A3 tanks, a technology that is increasingly obsolete.
Past Taiwan and US deal:
The U.S. government announced plans in 2018 to sell spare parts worth $330
million to Taiwan for its U.S. made F-16 fighter jets and C-130 military
transport planes. Taiwan has also submitted a formal request to Washington for
new fighter jets to upgrade its air force but the US had not made any open response
yet.

Trump threatened to increase tariffs on at least another USD 300 billion worth
goods
US President Donald Trump has threatened that the US would hit China with
tariffs on at least another $300 billion worth of Chinese goods.While Trump on 6
June said that talks with China were ongoing, no face-to-face meetings have been
held since May 10.
On May 10, the US sharply increased tariffs on a $200 billion list of Chinese goods
to 25% for which Beijing retaliated.
Tensions between the two countries have risen sharply since talks aimed at ending a
festering trade war broke down in early May.
IMF warns:
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has warned that escalating tariff
threats reduce business and market confidence and it could slow global growth
that is currently expected to improve in 2020. Regarding this issue, the US
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin is scheduled to meet People's Bank of China
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Governor Yi Gang at a gathering of G20 finance leaders in Japan. This will be the
first face-to-face discussion between key negotiators in nearly a month.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Punjab and Haryana High Court has accorded the status of legal person or
entity to animals
The Punjab and Haryana High Court has accorded the status of legal person or
entity to animals, granting them the corresponding rights, duties, and liabilities of
a living person.The Bench also provided guidelines for the accord.
Guidelines:
It has fixed load to be carried by animals and banned their deployment for
pulling vehicles in extreme cold and heat conditions.
The use of spike sticks, harness or yoke with spikes, knobs, projections
and other sharp instruments were also banned in Haryana, to begin with, for
avoiding bruises, swelling, abrasions and severe pain to them.
To avoid inconvenience to animals the court directed the police to ensure
that carts driven by animals were given the right of way.
Their use was also limited to nine hours a day in the aggregate, and not
more than five hours without a break.
It also owners to put fluorescent reflectors in the front and back of their
carts and the animals shall also be covered with stripes of fluorescent
reflectors for their identification at night.

Yoga Mahotsava was organized in New Delhi
A Two-day Yoga Mahotsava, a Curtain Raiser for International Day of Yoga
(IDY) 2019 was organized in New Delhi. It was inaugurated by the ViceChairman, NITI AYOG Rajeev Kumar.
Organised by:
The Yoga Mahotsav-2019 was organized by Morarji Desai National Institute of
Yoga (MDNIY) under Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha and Homoeopathy (AYUSH). This is to sensitize the masses for the
celebration of IDY 2019.
Events:Know about Yoga was also a part of the Yoga Mahotsav-2019 for the
Yoga enthusiasts and My self-experience in Yoga-A Motivational Journey for
youngsters was held.
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App launch:
On this occasion Secretary, Ministry of AYUSH Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha
announced two Applications related to International Day of Yoga 2019.
1) Yoga Locator which is specially designed for IDY to record and show Yoga
events across the world
2) Bhuvan Appwhich provides geo time location and documentation during IDY
2019. Bhuvan App has been designed in collaboration with ISRO.
Ministry of AYUSH:
AYUSH - Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, and Homoeopathy
It is a governmental body in India
It is purposed with developing, education and research
Founded on: 9 November 2014
Headquarters: New Delhi
Minister responsible: Shripad Naik (MOS independent charge)

Govt. set up a 10 member Cabinet Committee on Employment and Skill
Development
The government set up a 10-member Cabinet Committee on Employment and
Skill Development on 5 June. The committee is one of two Cabinet committees
that are set up to rise the economic growth and tackle unemployment.
Members of the committee:
The Committee will be chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The committee includes:
Home Minister Amit Shah
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
Railway Minister Piyush Goyal
Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar
Human Resource Development Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank
Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
Minister Skill and Entrepreneurship Mahendra Nath Pandey
Ministers of State Santosh Kumar Gangwar (Labour)
Ministers of State Hardeep Singh Puri (Housing and Urban Affairs
Reason for the formation of the committee:
The committee was set up because the Employment data for 2017-18 which was
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released on May 31 after the Lok Sabha elections reported that the country's
unemployment rate has risen to 6.1% in the period. This is the highest in 45 years.
Fall in Gross Domestic Product (GDP):
It is expected that the committee on economic growth will prepare a road map to
bring the economy back on the growth trajectory as the Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) fell to 5.8% in the last quarter of 2018-19. It is the lowest since 2014. The
GDP growth for 2018-19 was 6.8%, against the target of 7.2%.
The fall in growth is the result of the dip in the performance of the core sectors of
the economy, as the eight core sectors recorded a growth of just 2.6 % in April,
compared with 4.6% in the same month in 2018.According to the government's
data, the countrys economic growth saw the third straight fall in January-March
quarter in 2019.
Note:
The eight core sectors are coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, fertilizers,
steel, cement, and electricity.

Gujarat topped the country with annual fish production of 7.8 lakh tonnes
Gujarat topped the country with annual fish production of 7.8 lakh tonnes,
followed by Tamil Nadu (7.02 lakh tonnes) and Kerala (6.43 lakh tonnes)
according to the Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI).
Tamil Nadu:
Kanniyakumari topped in the Tamil Nadu state annual fish production.
Ramanathapuram has emerged as the second topper in the Tamil Nadu state in
annual fish production. It has recorded 1.46 lakh tonnes during 2018.
Nagapattinam stands third highest fish production district to have recorded 91,186
tonnes. Thoothukudi stands fourth by recording 70,965 tonnes followed by
Cuddalore (62,525 tonnes) and Chennai (55,707 tonnes).
Report:
The Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) released the district wise
marine fish landing data for the year 2018. The Fisheries Resources
Assessment Division (FRAD) of CMFRI had collected random sampling data
across the state and finalized the provisional figure. The data was collected by the
fisheries department by employing the multi-stage cluster sampling method and the
figures varied.
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Fish export in 2018:
While Cuttlefish (Cephalopods), prawns, Pomfrets, crabs, and fishes belonging to
the family of Percidae were exported, the protein-rich Sardines and Anchovies were
sold in the local markets.
According to CMFRI report, the Fish production for the year 2018 was estimated
at 3.49 million tonnes at the all India level.

Justice Dhirubhai Naranbhai Patel Takes Oath As New CJI Of Delhi High
Court
Justice Dhirubhai Naranbhai Patel sworn in as Chief Justice of the Delhi High
Court.
Lt Governor Anil Baijal administered the oath of office to Justice Patel at a
function held at Raj Niwas.
Earlier, Justice Patel was posted at the Jharkhand High Court.
Supreme Court Collegium recommended his name for the appointment as Chief
Justice of the Delhi High Court
About Justice Dhirubhai Naranbhai Patel
Justice Dhirubhai Naranbhai Patel is an Indian Judge.
He is Chief Justice of Delhi High Court.
He is former Acting Chief Justice of Jharkhand High Court and Judge of Gujarat
High Court.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
James Webb Space Telescope successfully passed final thermal vacuum test
NASA's $8.8-billion James Webb Space Telescope, the world's largest and most
expensive one, has successfully passed final thermal vacuum test, making its
parts cleared for use in space.
The 6.5-meter diameter telescope has 18 gold-coated mirrors and a tennis courtsized sun-shield to gather light and protect its instruments. The telescope set
to launch in 2021. It took 20 years to build.
James Webb Space Telescope (JWST):
Operators: NASA / ESA / CSA / STScI
Mission duration: 5 years (design), 10 years (goal)
Launch date: March 30, 2021 (planned)
Launch mass: 6,500 kg
It is planned to be the successor to the Hubble Space Telescope.
It will provide greatly improved resolution and sensitivity over the Hubble and will
enable a broad range of investigations across the fields of astronomy and
cosmology.

India Test Fires Brahmos Supersonic Cruise Missile From Chandipur in
Odisha
Supersonic cruise missile BrahMos was test fired from the Integrated Test Range
(ITR) at Chandipur in Odisha.
Anti-ship version of the missile launched by complex-3 of the ITR, Defence
Research and Development (DRDO) sources.
Worlds fastest supersonic cruise missile with high rate of accuracy
Missile is fired from land, sea and air.
The missile with a strike range of around 290 km is a strategic asset for India which
act as a deterrence against any possible threats from China and Pakistan.
BrahMos is a joint venture between the DRDO and the NPOM(a Russian military
technology firm) of Russia.
BrahMos operationalized in the Indian Army, Indian Navy, and Indian Air Force.
Senior defence officials and scientists from DRDO and BrahMos witnessed the trial
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Origin and history of Brahmos
It brings a supersonic speed when it is separated.At the second stage then takes the
missile closer to 3 Mach speed in cruise phase.Stealth technology and guidance
system with advanced embedded software provides the missile an extraordinary
performance
Type: Cruise missile; Air-launched cruise missile.
Variants: Ship-launched; Surface-launched..
Manufacturer: BrahMos Aerospace Limited
Place of origin: India / Russia
About Brahmos
Speed: Mach 2.8Mach 3
Unit cost: US$2.73 million
Place of origin: India / Russia
Manufacturer: BrahMos Aerospace Limited

Researchers found 2 childrens milk teeth in north eastern Siberia
Researchers found two children's milk teeth buried deep in a remote
archaeological site in northeastern Siberia. This discovery has revealed a
previously unknown group of people who lived there during the last Ice Age.
The group of people have been named as the Ancient North Siberians and
described their existence as a significant part of human history. Researchers said
that this population does not appear to be the direct ancestor of Native
Americans.
The DNA was recovered from the only human remains discovered from the era,
two tiny milk teeth, that were found in a large archaeological site found in Russia
near the Yana River.
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ENVIRONMENT
Europes highest volcano Mount Etna erupted
Mount Etnaa,Europe's Highest Volcano andone of the worlds most active
volcanoes,erupted spitting molten lava high into the sky. It is located on the east
coast of Sicily, Italy, in the Metropolitan City of Catania.This is 2019's first
eruption as the volcano on the island of Sicily as the Mount last erupted on24
December 2018.
The eruption did not affect the nearby residential areas or for flights at the closest
airport at Catania.
About Mount Etna:
Etna is an active stratovolcano on the east coast of Sicily, Italy. Astratovolcano is
aconicalvolcanobuilt up by many layers of hardenedlava,tephra,pumice, andash.
The stratovolcano is also known as acomposite volcano,
It is the highest active volcano in Europe outside the Caucasus.The Mount is
elevated to3,326 m (10,912 ft).It is the highest peak in Italy south of theAlps.It is
located above the convergent plate margin, which is between theAfrican Plateand
theEurasian Plate.
It is also the largest of the three active volcanoes in Italy. The other largest
volcanoes are Mount Vesuvius and Mount Stromboli.
The United Nations has designated Mt. Etna as a Decade Volcano.In June 2013, it
was added to the list of The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage Sites.

Indian Army commissioned a Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring
System under Go Green initative
Indian Army commissioned a Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring
System (CAAQMS) at Fort William Military Station, Kolkata, West Bengal. It is
a part of the countrywideGo Green' initiative.
The Air Quality Monitoring System was commissioned by Lt Gen M M
Naravane, General Officer Commander-in-Chief, Eastern Command.It will be
overall sixth CAAQMS in Kolkata.
CAAQMS:
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Along with measuring air pollution, the CAAQMS will display the wind speed,
direction, ambient temperature, relative humidity, solar radiation, barometric
pressure, and rain gauge.
The CAAQMS at the Eastern Command headquarters, Fort William in Kolkata,
will measure air pollution, includingSO2, NO, NO2, NH3, CO, O3, VOC and
particulate matters (PM 10 and PM 2.5) continuously throughout the year.
West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB) or any other local or international
weather monitoring bodies can also use CAAQMS.
The data can be remotely monitored on the internet and collated into various
desired formats. Its readings will be considered a benchmark of quality.
The data will be published via the Internet for public awareness.
Army's previous efforts:
Apart from this, initiatives have already been taken to reduce the consumption of
electricity as well as conserve water and segregate waste at Fort William.
It has reduced electricity bills and distributed nearly 100 sets of dustbins in the
garrison for segregation of waste.
Eastern Command of Indian Army:
It is one of the seven operational commands of the army.
It is headquartered in Fort William in the city of Kolkata, West Bengal.
Current commander: Lt Gen M M Naravane, PVSM, AVSM, SM, VSM

Bihar government has announced to waive off 50% of the total taxes levied on
e rickshawas
The Bihar State government has announced to waive off 50% of the total taxes
levied on the purchase and running of battery-propelled e-rickshawas. The
announcement was made by the deputy chief minister of state Sushil Kumar
Modi.
Aim:
The move is to combat air pollution.3 cities of Bihar namely Patna, Gaya and
Muzaffarpur are placed among the most 20 polluted cities of the world in a report
by the World Health Organization (WHO). Seven departments of the state
government have collectively prepared an integrated action plan to tackle the
menace of pollution in the polluted cities of Bihar.
Also, the State has made arrangements, in 45 fuel-refilling centres in Patna alone,
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to check the pollution emission from vehicles at over 500 fuel refilling centres in
addition to run eco-friendly electric buses.
Bihar:
Formed on: 22 March 1912
Capital: Patna
Governor: Lal Ji Tandon
Chief Minister: Nitish Kumar
Deputy Chief Minister: Sushil Kumar Modi
Districts: 38
Official Language: Hindi
Bihar is bordered by Nepal in the north, Uttar Pradesh in the west , Jharkhand
in the south, West Bengal in the east

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(June 3 - June 9, 2019)

DEFENCE
Indian Navy deployed P-8I long range maritime surveillance aircraft for anti
piracy
Indian Navy deployed its P-8I long-range maritime surveillance aircraft
for anti-piracy sorties from Salalah in Oman to patrol the Gulf of Aden. This is
the second time the P-8I is operated from Salalah for anti-piracy in 2019. It was
operated from there first January. It is an expansion of its Mission Based
Deployments (MBD) in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).
P-8I:
The P-8I provides long-range Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA). The P8I is
long-range anti-submarine warfare, surveillance and reconnaissance aircraft capable
of broad-area, maritime and littoral operations.
India had placed orders for 12 P-8 India maritime surveillance and antisubmarine warfare from the US under a USD 2.2 billion dollar deal in 2012.
Also, the country had ordered four more planes to carry out extensive surveillance
of the Indian Ocean region and the country's exclusive economic zone.
Anti-piracy patrol:
India has been conducting anti-piracy patrols in the commercially crucial Gulf of
Aden, since 2008. The anti-piracy patrols have been escorting Indian flagged
vessels and ships of other countries have also been provided protection.
The Indian Navy has escorted 3,440 ships, of which 3,027 were of the foreign flag
and 413 Indian flags, till date. The Navy now maintains a ship at every choke point
in the IOR at any point of time under the MBD concept.
The aircraft have also helped in detection of Chinese nuclear and conventional
submarines operating in the Indian Ocean and waters close to India.
India's maritime engagement:
As part of expanding engagement maritime engagement, India has stepped
up cooperation with Indian Ocean littoral states and maritime neighbours. Under
the Neighbourhood First policy, the Navy undertakes Joint Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ) surveillance with Maldives, Seychelles and Mauritius and
Coordinated Patrols (CORPAT) with Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, and
Indonesia.
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India and France to carry out Garuda, a two week long mega air exercise
Indian Air Force and French Air Force have planned to carry out Garuda,
a two-week-long mega air exercise, beginning on July 1 in France. The aim is to
boost the military-to-military ties between the two countries. A fleet of Sukhoi 30
fighter jets of the Indian Air Force will engage in dogfights with Frances Rafale
multirole aircraft in simulated scenarios as part of the Garuda exercise.
Other assets include mid-air refueller will also be sent to France by the IAF. It
will be one of the largest air exercises between the two strategic partners. The
exercise will also provide an opportunity to a sizeable number of IAF pilots to have
a close look at the Rafale jets being operated by the French Air Force.
India had signed a government-to-government deal with France in 2016 to buy 36
Rafale fighter jets at a cost of about Rs.58,000-crore. The first Rafale jet is
scheduled to be delivered in September.

India to buy 100 more SPICE bombs, signed Rs 300 crore deal with Israel
The Indian Air Force signed a deal with Israel to buy more than 100 SPICE 2000
bombs, worth around Rs 300 crore.
SPICE bombs were used by the Indian Air Force (IAF) to attack the madrasa of
Jaish-e-Mohammed in Balakot, Pakistan, on February 26, in response to the
terrorist attack on a CRPF convoy in Pulwama which resulted in the martyrdom of
40 CRPF personnel.
About SPICE bomb:
Standoff range: 60 kilometres
Manufacturer: Israeli defence firm Rafael Advanced Defence Systems
About Israel:
Capital: Jerusalem Trending
Currency: Israeli new shekel
Prime minister: Benjamin Netanyahu
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ARTS & CULTURE
CM Yogi Adityanath unveiled a 7 foot tall statue of Lord Rama at the Shodh
Sansthan museum
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath unveiled a 7-foot tall statue of
Lord Rama at the Shodh Sansthan museum in Ayodhya on 7 June. Adityanath
will also inaugurate the event to celebrate Mahant Nritya Gopal Das.
Ram Statue:
The statue is made out of a single rosewood block statue which was from
Karnataka for Rs.35 lakh from Karnataka. The statue will depict Kodamb Ram,
one of the five avatars of Lord Ram.
Kodamb Ram is worshipped in the south. The statue depicts the stage of Ram's life
when Sita was kidnapped by Ravan, the demon king. The statue shows Ram alone,
without Sita and Laxman.
Ayodhya Shodh Sansthan:
The Ayodhya Shodh Sansthan museum was established in 1986. The museum is a
government-funded museum. It hosts works related to the Hindu epic Ramayana.
The Dispute:
Lord Ram is said to have been born in Ayodhya. Ayodhya is at the heart of a
dispute which involves the site where the 16th-century Babri mosque stood before
it was razed in 1992 by Hindu activists. It is believed that it was built on the ruins
of an ancient temple marking the birthplace of Lord Ram. After the mosque
demolition, 2,000 people died across the country in the riot.
In 2018, the Uttar Pradesh State government announced a project to build a Ram
statue on the banks of the Sarayu river. It is expected to measure 221 metres
topping even the famed freedom movement icon Sardar Patel's Statue of Unity in
Gujarat. The central government is yet to announce a date for the construction of
Ram temple.
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OBITUARY
Veteran industrialist BM Khaitan passes away
Veteran industrialist and Williamson Magor Group patriarch Brij Mohan Khaitan
died on 1 June 2019 at his residence in Kolkata. He was 92. Khaitan is survived by
his younger son Aditya and daughter Divya Jalan. Also known as the evergreen
tea man of India globally, he had made the tea industry Indian-owned in the
twilight era of independence.
Mr.Khaitan's career:
Khaitan had recently resigned as nonexecutive chairman from the boards of
Eveready Industries and McLeod Russel. He continued to serve as chairman
emeritus in both these firms. Considered a visionary, he has left an indelible mark
on the world of entrepreneurship, education, business ethics, and service to
mankind.
Khaitan developed the Williamson Magor Group as the largest tea producer in the
world. After making his fortune in the tea business, he acquired the Indian business
of Union Carbide, Eveready Industries, in 1993, pipping the Wadias of Bombay
Dyeing in a $96.5 million deal. It was the largest corporate takeover then. His
demise marks the end of an era and loss of a leader and guide for the Indian tea
industry.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) summit held at Mecca
The 14th summit of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) held in
Mecca, Saudi Arabia was hosted by Saudi King Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al
Saud. The official agenda of the meeting was to address current issues in the
Muslim world and recent developments in a number of OIC member states. Also,
amid soaring tension between Iran and the US and its Gulf allies the OIC summit
discussed the regional security issues. The Mecca summit supported Palestinians
and backed Saudis in Iran standoff.
Summit:
OIC holds an Islamic Summit once every three years at which heads of state
discuss ways to achieve OIC's charter's objectives and make policy decisions that
concern its member states. OIC has permanent delegations to the UN and the
European Union (EU)
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC):
Headquarters: Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
Membership: 57 member states
Secretary-General: Yousef Al-Othaimeen
Official languages: Arabic, English, French
It works to safeguard and protect the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of
promoting international peace and harmony.

Disability Summit, Argentina 2019 is being held Buenos Aires, Argentina
The 2nd Global Disability Summit being held in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
'Disability Summit, Argentina 2019', the three-day summit will be held from 6
June to 8 June 2019. India will be represented by the Minister of Social Justice
and Empowerment Thaawar Chand Gehlot.
Organized by:
TheGlobal Disability Summit is organized by International Alliance Disability
(IDA), an umbrella organization focused on improving awareness and rights for
individuals with disabilities around the globe which was established in 1999, and
Latin American Network of Non-Governmental Organizations of Persons with
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Disabilities and their Families (RIADIS).
Objective:
The summit will be focusing on deliberating issues across the world concerning
empowerment and inclusion of Persons with Disabilities. The summit will also
include a discussion to work out a mechanism for enabling them to live an
independent and dignified life.
The Summit brings together governments, international organizations,
organizations of people with disabilities, civil society organizations, international
cooperation agencies, academia, and the private sector, with the hope of achieving
real change for people with disabilities.
1st Global Disability Summit:
The 1st Global Disability Summit was held in London on 23-24 July 2018. The
summit was hosted by the UK Department for International Development
(DFID), along with the International Disability Alliance (IDA) and the
Government of Kenya.
Aim: The 1st summit was in line with the principle of nothing about us, without
us. 40 countries participated in the summit.
All countries that participated in the summit signed the Charter for Change, the
principal legacy document of the Global Disability Summit and committed to
working in direction of economic empowerment of the persons with disabilities.
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SCHEMES
Delhi government plans free rides for women in metro and buses
Delhi government has announced its plan tosubsidize travel in public transport
for women commuters in the Capital. The announcement was made by Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.
Aim:
The government intends to allow women to travel for free on metro trains and Staterun buses by the month of August-September. The new scheme, which is to be
implemented, is to encourage the use of public transport, make it safer and to
promote the participation of more women in the citys workforce currently
dominated by their male counterparts.
Beneficiaries:As many as 8 lakh women constituted the estimated daily commuter
force of 25 lakh passengers on the Delhi Metro and around one lakh more were
expected to be added. This step will perhaps add an extra one lakh women
passengers to the existing daily ridership. It will also increase the participation of
women in the citys workforce.
Cost Estimation:
This scheme is a subsidy that the Delhi government will be providing on its own
and it requires no clearance from the Centre. The scheme would cost around Rs.700
to Rs.800 crore.
Other related schemes to come:
The State government also announced its plans to add 3,000 buses to the citys
streets
The installation of CCTV cameras across Delhi
Delhi:
Lt. Governor: Anil Baijal
Chief Minister: Arvind Kejriwal
Deputy Chief Minister: Manish Sisodia
Capital: New Delhi
Districts: 11
It is bordered by Haryana on three sides and by Uttar Pradesh to the east.

Government to focus on the allied issue of water under the scheme Nal se Jal
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi's new government has shifted its focus to the
allied issue of water after the country-wide sanitation drive with the Swachh Bharat
Mission comes to an end on October 2, 2019.The focus will is carried out by the
Ministry of Jal Shakti.
Objective:
The scheme Nal se Jal will be a component of the governments Jal Jivan
Mission. The Ministry plans to provide piped water connections to every
household in India by 2024.
The ministry will also look at conservation of surface and groundwater
andinter-linking rivers across the country. The idea of inter-linking rivers across
the country was proposed by thelate Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee in order
to ease the irrigation and drinking water crisis.
Ministry of Jal Shakti:
The Ministry is led by Rajasthan MP Gajendra Singh Shekhawat andRam Lal
Kataria will be the Minister of state.The ministry has been formed by merging the
Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation
along with the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation.
The reason for the merger isto bring all aspects of water management and
regulation under one department.The introduction of the Jal Shakti Ministry was
announced in the interim budget of the NDA government.
NITI Aayog's 2018 report:
A report by NITI Aayog reported that 600 million Indians face high to extreme
water stress and about 2 lakh people die every year due to inadequate access to safe
water. It also stressed that by 2030, the country's water demand will be projected to
be twice the available supply. This huge demand will imply severe water scarcity
for hundreds of millions of people which will eventually lead to a drop of nearly
60% loss in the country's GDP.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
SpiceJets Chairman and MD Ajay Singh was elected to the board of IATA
SpiceJet's Chairman and Managing Director Ajay Singh was elected to the
board of the International Air Transport Association (IATA), less than three
months after the airline joined the global grouping.
Founder and former chairman of the now grounded Jet Airways Naresh Goyal, who
was associated with the IATA for a long time, was a member on the previous
board.
Board of IATA:
The new board of the global airlines' grouping would be chaired by Lufthansa
Group Chief Executive Officer Carsten Spohr, who took charge after the
conclusion of the IATA annual general meeting at Seoul, South Korea.
Spohr will be the Chairman of the IATA Board of Governors (BoG) for a oneyear term. Other board members include Air Canada President and CEO Calin
Rovinescu, Qantas CEO Alan Joyce and Qatar Airways CEO Akbar Al Baker.
In March, SpiceJet became the first Indian low-cost carrier to take membership of
the IATA, a grouping of around 290 airlines.
International Air Transport Association (IATA):
Formed on: 19 April 1945
Headquarters: Quebec, Canada
DG and CEO: Alexandre de Juniac
Membership: 290 airlines in 120 countries
IATA is a trade association of the worlds airlines. IATA provides consulting and
training services in many areas.

Muhammad Bande has been elected as the next President of the 74th session
UN General Assembly
Nigerias Ambassador to the UN Tijjani Muhammad-Bande, elected as the next
President of the 74th session UN General Assembly. He will succeed Maria
Fernanda Espinosa. The next General Assembly session will commence in
September 2019.
Elected as per the rule:
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UNGA rule states that the President of the 74th session of the General Assembly
should be elected from among the African States. In accordance with the rule,
Muhammad-Bande has been elected.
He assumes charge as UNGA prepares to celebrate the 75th anniversary of its
creation in 2020. India offered its support to Muhammad-Bande's candidature.
Focus:
Muhammad-Bande, a former University professor, said that his presidency will
focus on peace and security, poverty eradication, zero hunger, quality
education, climate action.
The 74th session of UNGA will focus on high-level meetings which include the
High-level Political Forum, the Secretary-Generals Climate Summit, the high-level
events on Universal Health Coverage, Financing for Development and the
commemoration of Beijing+25, providing major opportunities to promote the
implementation of the goals and targets.
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA):
Formed on: 1945
Headquarters: New York, United States
Members: 193
President: Tijjani Muhammad-Bande
India's Permanent Representative to the UN is Syed Akbaruddin
Note: Maria Fernanda Espinosa was only the fourth woman to be elected
President of the General Assembly in the world organization's 73-year-old history
and the first woman president of the world body ever from Latin America and the
Caribbean region.

Rajnath Singh to chair the Committee on Parliamentary Affairs
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh is to chair the Cabinet Committee on
Parliamentary Affairs in the second term of the NDA government. Decisions on
all the parliament matters will be taken by the Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary
Affairs.
He was made a member of Cabinet Committee on Security and Cabinet
Committee on Employment and Skill Development.
He is also a part of the Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs, the all-important
panel on political affairs which is headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. All
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important political decisions in the ruling dispensation will be taken by the panel.
Apart from these 4 committees, he is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA) and the Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS). In
total, he is now a part of six key panels of the government.
In the last government, Rajnath Singh headed the Cabinet Committee on
Parliamentary Affairs.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
Telangana State Formation Day celebrated on 2 June
Telangana Day is celebrated on June 2each yearfrom2014 after its bifurcation
fromAndhra Pradesh.
This year marks the fifth Telangana State Formation Day.
It is the 29thstateof the country after theAndhra PradeshReorganisation Act was
passed in the Parliament.
The celebrations are held in all the 30 districts of the state.
Telangana was officially formed on 2 June 2014.
The bill was introduced on 5 December 2013 in theLegislative Assembly of Andhra
Pradesh.
The cabinet approved the formation of Telangana with ten districts.
The Bill Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014 was passed in the Parliament of
India in February 2014.
The bill received the assent of the President and published in the Gazette on 1
March 2014.
Telanganawas created with 10 districts
Telangana is bordered by the states of:
Maharashtra to the north
Chhattisgarh and Karnataka to the west
Andhra Pradesh to the south and east
About Telangana:
Founded on: 2 June 2014
Governor: Narasimhan
Chief Minister: K.Chandrashekar Rao
Capital: Hyderabad

June 3 is celebrated as the World Bicycle Day across the globe
In April 2018, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) declared 3 June as
International World Bicycle Day. The resolution for World Bicycle Day
recognizes the uniqueness, longevity, and versatility of the bicycle, which has been
in use for two centuries, and that it is a simple, affordable, reliable, clean and
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environmentally fit sustainable means of transportation.
2019 will be the second year when it will be celebrated after the UN General
Assembly declared it in 2018 to acknowledge the uniqueness, longevity and the
importance of the bicycle which is a simple, affordable, reliable and an
environmentally friendly mode of transportation.
Aim:
The day aims to promote the use of bicycles as a means of fostering sustainable
development, strengthening education, including physical education, for children
and young people, promoting health and tolerance, preventing disease, mutual
understanding and respect, facilitating social inclusion and a culture of peace.
World Bicycle Day in India:
In India, Vice President of India Venkaiah Naidu had flagged off a cycling rally
in Connaught Place in Delhi on the occasion of World Bicycle Day. It was also
celebrated by cyclists in many other cities like Bengaluru and Mumbai.

International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression is observed on 4
June
The International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression is a United
Nations observance each 4 June. In 1997 The General Assembly adopted the 51/77
Resolution on the Rights of the Child. It was established on 19 August 1982.
History:
Originally focused on victims of the 1982 Lebanon War.A large number of
innocent Lebanese and Palestinian children being the victims of the aggression acts
by Israels. So, at its special emergency session on19 August 1982,the members of
the General Assembly of Palestine was shocked. Therefore, the assembly decided
to celebrate 4th June as the International Day of Innocent Children Victims of
Aggression under the resolution ES-7/8.
UN'spurpose expanded to acknowledge the pain suffered by children throughout
the world who are the victims of physical, mental and emotional abuse. This day
affirms the UN's commitment to protect the rights of children. It was a landmark
development in efforts to improve the protection of children in conflict situations.
In recent years, the number of violations perpetrated against children have, in many
conflict zones, increased. More needs to be done to protect the 250 million
children living in countries and areas affected by conflict. More must be done to
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protect children from targeting by violent extremists, to promote international
humanitarian and human rights law, and to ensure accountability for violations
of the rights of children.
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development:
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development provides us with the universal
masterplan to secure a better future for children. The new agenda included for
the first time a specific target to end all forms of violence against children, and
ending the abuse, neglect, and exploitation of children are mainstreamed across
several other violence-related targets.

World Environment Day - 5 June
World Environment Day (WED) is celebrated on the 5th of June every year, and
is the United Nation's principal vehicle for encouraging awareness and action for
the protection of our environment.
First held in: 1974
The theme for 2019 is "Beat Air Pollution".
2019 host nation is China.
2018:
The theme for 2018 is "Beat Plastic Pollution". The host nation was India.
Air Pollution facts:
Approximately 7 million people worldwide die prematurely each year from air
pollution, with about 4 million of these deaths occurring in Asia-Pacific.

Maharana Pratap Jayanti observed on 6 June
Maharana Pratap Jayanti is observed on June 6. It is observed to commemorate
the birth anniversary of the brave Rajput warrior Maharana Pratap. It was
his 479th birth anniversary.
Maharana Pratap:
Maharana Pratap was the ruler of Mewar. He is the eldest son of Maharana Udai
Singh and Maharani Jaiwanta Bai. Maharana Pratap is a symbol of Rajput valour,
gallantry, and diligence. He fought against Mughal supremacy to free his homeland
from their control.
Mewar is a province in modern-day Rajasthan. The province includes Bhilwara,
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Chittorgarh, Rajsamand, Udaipur, Pirawa (Jhalawar), Neemuch and Mandsaur in
Madhya Pradesh, and some parts of Gujarat.
Some amazing facts of Maharana Pratap:
Maharana Pratap was one of the strongest warriors in India. He is of 7 feet 5 inches
in height. He carried 360 kg of weight, which included a spear weighing 80 kg,
two swords weighing 208 kg and his armour was around 72 kg heavy. His own
weight was more than 110 kg.
He had 11 wives, 17 sons, and 5 daughters.
He didn't surrender to Akbar while all the other Rajput rulers surrendered and
became members of his council.
Maharana Pratap bravely fought the Haldi Ghati Battle with an army of 22,000
against the Mughal army of 80,000. But he lost the war due to treachery by his
brother.
Chetak, Maharana Prataps horse, is known for his loyalty to his master. The horse
is said to have a tinge of blue on his coat. Chetak lost his life while jumping across
a 21-feet wide river to save his masters life.
Ramprasad, Maharana Pratap's elephant killed 2 war elephants of the Mughal
army. Ramprasad was imprisoned by Akbar and refused to eat anything or drink
and lost his life on the 18th day.
He died of an injury from the hunting accident while tightening the string of a
bow with an arrow.

World Oceans Day is celebrated on 8th June
World Oceans Dayis celebrated on 8th June every year. The day was declared
in 2008. June 8 was marked as it marks the day when it was first proposed in 1992
by Canada's International Centre for Ocean Development (ICOD) and the
Ocean Institute of Canada (OIC) at the Earth Summit, UN Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
The Conference supported the implementation of Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) 14 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: Conserve and
sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development.
Theme 2019:
The theme for the year 2019 is Gender and Oceans. The theme is to build greater
ocean and gender literacy and to discover possible ways to promote gender equality
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in ocean-related activities such as marine scientific research, fisheries, labour at sea,
migration by sea and human trafficking, as well as policy-making and management.
The importance of gender equality is being recognized increasingly for the effective
conservation and sustainable use of oceans, seas, and marine resources. Yet very
little data and researches are available on these issues. Serious action towards
gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls is still needed in all
ocean-related sectors to achieve Sustainable Development Goal 5.
Plastic Pollution:
Mara Fernanda Espinosa, the President of the General Assembly launched Play
It Out which is a global campaign against plastic pollution. Decades of overuse of
single-use plastics has caused a huge menace to the marine lives. 13,000,000
tonnes of plastic leak into the ocean every year which kills 100,000 marine
animals annually.
While most plastics are expected to remain intact for decades or centuries after use.
These plastics erode and ends up as micro-plastics, consumed by fish and other
marine wildlife, quickly making their way into the global food chain.
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AGREEMENTS, MOU
AAI signs with Boeing to improve airspace utilization
The Airports Authority of India (AAI) signed a technical assistance agreement
with aerospace major Boeing. The agreement aims to develop an air traffic
management roadmap which will improve airspace utilization and help maintain
efficient aircraft operations. The AAI will use guidance in the modernization of the
Indian National Airspace System (NAS).
The roadmap is expected to be developed within 18 months and it will be
undertaken with a grant from the United States Trade and Development Agency
(USTDA).
In this project, Boeing will also work closely with Indian aviation regulator
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) and other airspace stakeholders like
the US-India Aviation Cooperation Program (ACP).
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INDEX / LIST
India ranks 95 in theSustainable Development Goals Gender Index
India ranked 95th out of 129 countries in theSustainable Development Goals
Gender Index. Indias score of 56.2 on a scale of 0100. The index found that no
country has fully achieved te gender equality and that the global average score
of 65.7 out of 100 which falls in the poor category.
Parameters:
SDG Gender Index a new index that measures global gender equality considering
various parameters such as education, literacy, political representation, poverty,
health, and equality at the workplace. The SDG gender index included 51
indicators across 14 of the 17 official Sustainable Development Goals. The list
covered 129 countries across all regions of the world.
Index developed by:
The SDG Gender Index was developed by UK-based Equal Measures 2030 along
with regional and global organisations including Asian-Pacific Resource and
Research Centre for Women, African Women's Development and
Communication Network, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, and International
Women's Health Coalition.
India in the list:
India's highest goal scores in the Index are on SDG 3 of health where it
secured 79.9, SDG 2 of hunger and nutrition with 76.2 and SDG 7 of energy
with 71.8.
India's lowest goal scores in the SDG index are on SDG 17 of partnerships, the
country scored 18.3, SDG 9 of industry, infrastructure and innovation with 38.1
and SDG 13 of climate with 43.4.
Top/Bottom 10 Countries in the Index:
The countries that secured the top 10 ranks are Denmark, Finland, Sweden,
Norway, Netherlands, Slovenia, Germany, Canada, Ireland, and Australia.
The countries that secured the last 10 ranks are Sierra Leone, Liberia, Nigeria,
Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Yemen, Congo, DR Congo, and Chad.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Which Company stands first as India's most profitable company for the
fourth year in a row?
A.Reliance Industries
B.Bharat Petroleum
C.Cairn India
D.Oil India

Answer A
Explanation Reliance has been India's most profitable company for the fourth year in a row.
Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Industries in the 2018-19 reported a turnover of Rs 6.23 lakh crore.
In comparison, IOC posted a turnover of Rs 6.17 lakh crore for the fiscal.

2) Which oil and gas producer has become India's most profitable public
sector company for the year 2018- 19?
A.Indian Oil Corporation (IOC)
B.Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC)
C.Bharat Petroleum
D.Gas Authority of India Limited (GAIL)

Answer B
Explanation ONGC, India's top oil and gas producer, has toppled Indian Oil Corp (IOC) to
regain the crown of being the country's most profitable public sector company. Oil and Natural
Gas Corp (ONGC) reported a 34% jump in its 2018- 19 fiscal net profit to Rs.26,716 crore.

3) Which State accorded the status of legal person or entity to animals
recently?
A.Telangana
B.Punjab and Haryana
C.Rajasthan and Odisha
D.Kerala and Andhra Pradesh
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Answer B
Explanation The Punjab and Haryana High Court has accorded the status of legal person or
entity to animals in Haryana, granting them the corresponding rights, duties and liabilities of a
living person.

4) What are the states that border with Telangana?
A.Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh
B.Maharashtra, Kerala, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh
C.Maharashtra, Odisha, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh
D.Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha

Answer A
Explanation Telangana is bordered by the states of Maharashtra to the north, Chhattisgarh and
Karnataka to the west, Andhra Pradesh to the south and east.

5) When will the James Webb Space Telescope be launched?
A.2020
B.2021
C.2022
D.2024

Answer B
Explanation NASA's $8.8-billion James Webb Space Telescope, the world's largest and most
expensive one, has successfully passed final thermal vacuum test, making its parts cleared for use
in space. The telescope set to launch in 2021. It took 20 years to build.

6) Which of the following is to be the successor of Hubble Space Telescope?
A.Fermi Gamma-ray Space Telescope
B.Hard X-ray Modulation Telescope (HXMT)
C.Nuclear Spectroscopic Telescope Array (NuSTAR)
D.James Webb Space Telescope

Answer D
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Explanation NASA's $8.8-billion James Webb Space Telescope, the world's largest and most
expensive one, is planned to be the successor to the Hubble Space Telescope.

7) When is the World Bicycle Day celebrated?
A.June 2
B.June 3
C.June 9
D.June 10

Answer B
Explanation In April 2018, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) declared 3 June as
International World Bicycle Day.

8) Who is the chairman of the board of the International Air Transport
Association (IATA)?
A.SpiceJet's Chairman and MD Ajay Singh
B.Air Canada President and CEO Calin Rovinescu
C.Lufthansa Group CEO Carsten Spohr
D.Qantas CEO Alan Joyce

Answer C
Explanation The new board of the global airlines' grouping would be chaired by Lufthansa
Group Chief Executive Officer Carsten Spohr, who took charge after the conclusion of the IATA
annual general meeting at Seoul, South Korea. SpiceJet's Chairman and Managing Director Ajay
Singh was elected to the board of the International Air Transport Association (IATA). Other
board members include Air Canada President and CEO Calin Rovinescu, Qantas CEO Alan
Joyce and Qatar Airways CEO Akbar Al Baker.

9) Where was the ASEAN-led architecture mechanism meeting held?
A.Pulau Ujong, Singapore
B.Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei
C.Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
D.Bangkok, Thailand
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Answer D
Explanation India, US, Japan and Australia for ASEAN-led architecture mechanism - Bangkok,
Thailand, India, the US, Japan and came together to support ASEAN-led architecture mechanism
for a rule based order to promote free, open, prosperous and inclusive indo-pacific region in a
meeting held at Bangkok, Thailand.

10) How many member countries are there in ASEAN?
A.8
B.10
C.12
D.15

Answer B
Explanation ASEAN is an association of the 10 countries which include - Singapore, Brunei,
Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, and Myanmar. India,
US, Japan and Australia, and several other countries are it's dialogue partners. ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations: Headquarters: Jakarta, IndonesiaSecretary general: Lim
Jock Hoi Motto: one vision, one identity, one community.

11) To which country did India lose its spot as the world's fastest growing
economy?
A.Rwanda
B.Libya
C.China
D.Ethiopia

Answer C
Explanation Indian economy has lost its spot as the world's fastest growing economy to China. A
Reuters survey of economists said that India registered 6.3% annual growth in the January-March
quarter, its slowest pace in six quarters. China recorded a growth of 6.4% in the March Quarter.

12) What is the Currency of El Salvador?
A.Yuan Renminbi
B.US Dollars
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C.El dinar
D.Pound sterling

Answer B
Explanation US Dollars is the Currency of El Salvador.

13) Who is elected as the President of El Salvador?
A.Nayib Bukele
B.Antonio Saca
C.scar Ortiz
D.Ana Vilma de Escobar

Answer A
Explanation Nayib Bukele is elected as the new president of El Salvador. The 37 -year-old
former mayor of San Salvador, who won more votes than all other candidates in the February
presidential election.

14) Which of the following volcanoes is in the list of UNESCO's World
Heritage Sites?
A.Mount Meager massif
B.Mount Washington
C.Mount Hasan
D.Mount Etna

Answer D
Explanation With an elevation of 3,326 m (10,912 ft), it is the highest peak in Italy (south of the
Alps) and is the highest active volcano in Europe outside the Caucasus. In June 2013, it was
added to the list of The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) World Heritage Sites. The United Nations has designated Mt. Etna as a Decade
Volcano due to its history of recent activity and nearby population.

15) Mount Etna which erupted recently is located in _________.
A.Japan
B.Spain
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C.Italy
D.South America

Answer C
Explanation Europe's Highest Volcano Mount Etna, in southern Italy erupted with burst into life,
spews ash, fire, and spitting molten lava high into the sky. Key Highlights This is 2019's first
eruption as the volcano on the island of Sicily previously erupted in December 2018.

16) How many member states are there in Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC)?
A.28
B.39
C.43
D.57

Answer D
Explanation Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is headquartered in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia. There are 57 member states in Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). OIC works to
safeguard and protect the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international
peace and harmony.

17) Who is the King of Saudi Arabia?
A.Salman
B.Mohammad
C.Ibn Saud
D.Abdullah

Answer A
Explanation Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud is the King of Saudi Arabia, Prime Minister of Saudi
Arabia, and Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques since 23 January 2015.

18) Where was the 14th summit of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) held?
A.Abu Dhabi, UAE
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B.Kuwait City, Kuwait
C.Mecca, Saudi Arabia
D.Dubai, UAE

Answer C
Explanation The 14th summit of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) held in Mecca,
Saudi Arabia was hosted by Saudi King Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud. The official agenda of
the meeting was to address current issues in the Muslim world and recent developments in a
number of OIC member states.

19) What is the theme of the Financial Literacy Week 2019 which was initiated
by RBI?
A.Financity
B.Farmer
C.Advisor
D.Broker

Answer B
Explanation The Financial Literacy Week 2019 is being observed from 3 June to 7 June. It is an
annual initiative by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to promote awareness on key topics through
a focused campaign. The theme of Financial Literacy Week 2019 is 'Farmers'. The FL Week
would focus on farmers as the target group with the primary theme being "responsible borrowing
and agricultural finance".

20) Who initiated the Financial Literacy Week 2019 which was held from 3
June to 7 June?
A.Ministry of Finance
B.Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
C.Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
D.Ministry of Education

Answer B
Explanation The Financial Literacy Week 2019 is being observed from 3 June to 7 June. It is an
annual initiative by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to promote awareness on key topics through
a focused campaign. The theme of Financial Literacy Week 2019 is 'Farmers'. The FL Week
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would focus on farmers as the target group with the primary theme being "responsible borrowing
and agricultural finance".

21) Indian Army commissioned, __________, an air quality monitor, at Fort
William as a part of 'Go Green' initiative.
A.Ambient Air Quality Monitoring System (AAQMS)
B.Air Quality Monitoring System (AQMS)
C.Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring System (CAAQMS)
D.Discontinuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring System (DAAQMS)

Answer C
Explanation Indian Army commissioned a Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring System
(CAAQMS) at Fort William Military Station, Kolkata, West Bengal. It is a part of the
countrywide Go Green' initiative. The Air Quality Monitoring System was commissioned by Lt
Gen M M Naravane, General Officer Commander-in-Chief, Eastern Command. It will be overall
sixth CAAQMS in Kolkata.

22) Mahindra Susten partners with ________ for solar power generation.
A.Mitsui & Co. Ltd
B.Abengoa Solar
C.Sereno Solar
D.Redhawk Energy Systems Ltd

Answer A
Explanation Mahindra Susten, the private equity division of Mahindra Group, has partnered with
Mitsui & Co. Ltd, of Japan. The aim is to jointly develop and operate distributed solar power
generation projects in India. Mahindra Susten will hold 51% stake in Marvel Solren Private Ltd.
with Mitsui holding the rest 49%. It is expected that the collaboration between the two groups
would help in targeting India's industrial and commercial sectors.

23) Which State has announced plans free rides for women in metro and
buses?
A.Delhi
B.Maharashtra
C.Telangana
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D.Tamil Nadu

Answer A
Explanation Delhi government has announced its plan to subsidize travel in public transport for
women commuters in the Capital. The announcement was made by Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.

24) AAI partnered with _________ to develop an air traffic management
roadmap.
A.Airbus
B.Boeing
C.Raytheon
D.Rolls Royce Aerospace & Defence

Answer B
Explanation The Airports Authority of India (AAI) signed a technical assistance agreement with
aerospace major Boeing. The agreement aims to develop an air traffic management roadmap
which will improve airspace utilization and help maintain efficient aircraft operations. The AAI
will use guidance in the modernization of the Indian National Airspace System (NAS).

25) Who chairs the newly appointed Cabinet Committee on Employment and
Skill Development?
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.PM Narendra Modi
C.Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
D.Railway Minister Piyush Goyal

Answer B
Explanation The government set up a 10-member Cabinet Committee on Employment and Skill
Development on 5 June. The committee is one of two Cabinet committees that are set up to rise
the economic growth and tackle unemployment. The Committee will be chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The committee includes Home Minister Amit Shah, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, Railway Minister Piyush Goyal, Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar, Human Resource Development Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank, Petroleum and
Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, Minister Skill and Entrepreneurship Mahendra Nath
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Pandey, Ministers of State Santosh Kumar Gangwar (Labour), Ministers of State Hardeep Singh
Puri (Housing and Urban Affairs).

26) When is the Maharana Pratap Jayanti observed?
A.May 5
B.May 25
C.June 6
D.June 15

Answer C
Explanation Maharana Pratap Jayanti is observed on June 6. It is observed to commemorate the
birth anniversary of the brave Rajput warrior Maharana Pratap. It was his 479th birth anniversary.

27) Where was the 1st Global Disability Summit held?
A.Argentina
B.London
C.Italy
D.California

Answer B
Explanation The 1st Global Disability Summit was held in London in 23-24 July 2018. The
summit was hosted by the UK Department for International Development (DFID), along with the
International Disability Alliance (IDA) and the Government of Kenya. The 1st summit was in
line with the principle of nothing about us, without us.

28) Where is the 2nd Global Disability Summit being held?
A.Buenos Aires, Argentina
B.Stockholm, Sweden
C.Geneva, Switzerland
D.Rome, Italy

Answer A
Explanation The 2nd Global Disability Summit being held at Buenos Aires, Argentina. The
three-day summit will be held from 6 June to 8 June 2019. India will be represented by the
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Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment Thawar Chand Gehlot.

29) _________ is a mega air exercise between Indian Air Force and French Air
Force which will be held in July.
A.Cope India
B.Gagan Shakti
C.Garuda
D.Iron Fist

Answer C
Explanation Indian Air Force and French Air Force has planned to carry out Garuda, a two-weeklong mega air exercise, beginning on July 1 in France. The aim is to boost the military-to-military
ties between the two countries. A fleet of Sukhoi 30 fighter jets of the Indian Air Force will
engage in dogfights with Frances Rafale multirole aircraft in simulated scenarios as part of the
Garuda exercise.

30) Which female musician has been named the worlds richest female
musician by Forbes magazine?
A.Rihanna
B.Christina Perri
C.Taylor Swift
D.Miley Cyrus

Answer A
Explanation Rihanna has been named the worlds richest female musician by Forbes magazine.
Rihanna's Fenty business endeavors have officially made her the richest female musician in the
world. The singers worth is estimated at $600m (472m) which includes revenues made from her
fashion and beauty lines in addition to those from her music career.

31) Who proposed the inter-linking rivers across the country to ease the
irrigation and drinking water crisis?
A.Late Former PM Morarji Desai
B.Late Former PM P.V Narasimha Rao
C.Late Former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee
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D.Former PM Manmohan Singh

Answer C
Explanation Late Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayees proposed solution to ease the irrigation
and drinking water crisis by inter-linking rivers across the country.

32) When was the Swachh Bharath Mission launched?
A.May, 2014
B.August 2014
C.October 2014
D.November 2014

Answer C
Explanation The Swachh Bharath Mission was launched on October 2014.

33) Who heads the Ministry of Jal Shakti?
A.Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
B.Amit Shah
C.Nirmala Sitharaman
D.Piyush Goyal

Answer A
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi's new government has shifted it focus to the allied
issue of water, after the country-wide sanitation drive with the Swachh Bharat Mission comes to
an end in October 2, 2019. The focus will be carried out by the Ministry of Jal Shakti. The
Ministry is led by Rajasthan MP Gajendra Singh Shekhawat.

34) What is the new prime focus of the second term term of Prime Minister
Modi's government after Swach Bharat?
A.Sadak Nirmaan
B.Kisan Kalyan
C.Aarthik Vikaas ke lie Rojagaar
D.Jal Shakti Nal se Jal
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Answer D
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi's new government has shifted it focus to the allied
issue of water, after the country-wide sanitation drive with the Swachh Bharat Mission comes to
an end in October 2, 2019.The focus will be carried out by the Ministry of Jal Shakti. The
Ministry is led by Rajasthan MP Gajendra Singh Shekhawat. The ministry merges the Ministry of
Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation along with the Ministry of Drinking
Water and Sanitation to bring all aspects of water management and regulation under one
department.

35) Which city ranked first in the study, Traffic Index-2018as most congested
?
A.Mumbai
B.Chennai
C.Hyderabad
D.Delhi

Answer A
Explanation Mumbai city ranked first in the study, Traffic Index-2018as most congested.

36) Which country ranked first in the Sustainable Development Goals Gender
Index 2019?
A.Denmark
B.Finland
C.Sweden
D.Norway

Answer A
Explanation Denmark ranked first in the Sustainable Development Goals Gender Index 2019.
The countries that secured the top 10 ranks are Denmark, Finland, Sweden, Norway, Netherlands,
Slovenia, Germany, Canada, Ireland, and Australia.

37) India ranks ________ out of 129 countries in the Sustainable Development
Goals Gender Index 2019?
A.48
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B.55
C.95
D.118

Answer C
Explanation India ranked 95th out of 129 countries in a new index that measures global gender
equality looking at aspects such as poverty, health, education, literacy, political representation
and equality at the workplace.

38) Who was the President of 73th session UN General Assembly?
A.Tijjani Muhammad-Bande
B.Syed Akbaruddin
C.Maria Fernanda Espinosa
D.Antnio Guterres

Answer C
Explanation Maria Fernanda Espinosa is the President of 73th session UN General Assembly.

39) Who is appointed as the President of the 74th session UN General
Assembly?
A.Tijjani Muhammad-Bande
B.Syed Akbaruddin
C.Maria Fernanda Espinosa
D.Antnio Guterres

Answer A
Explanation Nigerias Ambassador to the UN Tijjani Muhammad-Bande, elected as the next
President of the 74th session UN General Assembly. He will succeed Maria Fernanda Espinosa.
The next General Assembly session will commence in September 2019.

40) Which State has waived off 50% of total taxes levied on e-rickshawas as a
measure to combat air pollution in the State?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Haryana

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(June 3 - June 9, 2019)

C.Rajasthan
D.Bihar

Answer D
Explanation The Bihar State government has announced to waive off 50% of the total taxes
levied on the purchase and running of battery-propelled e-rickshawas. The move is to combat air
pollution. The announcement was made by the deputy chief minister of state Sushil Kumar Modi.

41) Who is appointed as the chairman of the Cabinet Committee on
Parliamentary Affairs in the second term of the NDA government?
A.Rajnath Singh
B.PM Narendra Modi
C.Santosh Kumar Gangwar
D.Shripad Yesso Naik

Answer A
Explanation Defence Minister Rajnath Singh is to chair the Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary
Affairs in the second term of the NDA government.The panel takes all decisions pertaining to
Parliament matters.

42) ________ is the rate at which the central bank of a country lends money to
commercial banks in the event of any shortfall of funds.
A.Repo Rate
B.Reverse Repo Rate
C.Marginal Standing Facility Rate
D.Bank Rate

Answer A
Explanation Repo rate is the rate at which the central bank of a country lends money to
commercial banks in the event of any shortfall of funds. It is used by monetary authorities to
control inflation. The money can be borrowed for about 7 to 14 days from the Reserve Bank of
India.

43) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) reduced the repo rate by _______ to 5.75%
in order to address growth concerns.
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A.125 bps
B.100 bps
C.50 bps
D.25 bps

Answer D
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India's (RBI) Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) reduced
interest rates by 25 basis points to 5.75% with immediate effect amid slowing economic growth
and rising global uncertainty, for the 3rd time in a row. RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das
announced it in the second bi-monthly monetary policy statement for 2019-20.

44) The statue unveiled in Ayodhya depicts ________, one of the five avatars of
Lord Ram.
A.Matsya
B.Kurma
C.Vamana
D.Kodamb Ram

Answer D
Explanation The statue is made out of a single rosewood block statue which was from Karnataka
for Rs.35 lakh from Karnataka. The statue will depict Kodamb Ram, one of the five avatars of
Lord Ram.

45) Where is the Shodh Sansthan museum located?
A.Ayodhya
B.Mathura
C.Dwarka
D.Haridwar

Answer A
Explanation Shodh Sansthan museum is located at Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh.

46) Where was the 7 foot tall statue of Lord Rama unveiled?
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A.Karnataka
B.Haryana
C.Telangana
D.Uttar Pradesh

Answer D
Explanation Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath unveiled a 7-foot tall statue of Lord
Rama at the Shodh Sansthan museum in Ayodhya on 7 June. Adityanath will also inaugurate the
event to celebrate Mahant Nritya Gopal Das.

47) What is the theme of the 2019 World Ocean day?
A.Gender and Oceans
B.Oceans & People
C.Clean our Ocean!
D.Our Oceans: greening our future

Answer A
Explanation World Oceans Day is celebrated on 8th June every year. The theme for the year
2019 is Gender and Oceans. The theme is to build greater ocean and gender literacy and to
discover possible ways to promote gender equality in ocean-related activities such as marine
scientific research, fisheries, labour at sea, migration by sea and human trafficking, as well as
policy-making and management.

48) When is the world Ocean day celebrated?
A.June 4
B.June 5
C.June 7
D.June 8

Answer D
Explanation World Oceans Day is celebrated on 8th June every year. The day was declared in
2008. June 8 was marked as it marks the day when it was first proposed in 1992 by Canada's
International Centre for Ocean Development (ICOD) and the Ocean Institute of Canada (OIC) at
the Earth Summit, UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil.
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49) What does IMD which is India's weather forecasting body stand for?
A.International Meteorological Department
B.Indian Meteorological Department
C.India Meteorological Department
D.Inducive Meteorological Device

Answer C
Explanation IMD stands for India Meteorological Department. The IMD is responsible for the
weather and climate-related forecasts in the country. It is also mandated to issue warning to
people about severe weather phenomenon like cyclones, dust storms, heavy rain and snow, cold
and heat waves, among others.

50) Who is appointed as the Chief of India Meteorological Department (IMD)?
A.Mrutyunjay Mohapatra
B.Harsh Vardhan
C.K.J. Ramesh
D.Manohar Singh

Answer A
Explanation Renowned scientist and cyclone warning specialist Mrutyunjay Mohapatra was
appointed as the Chief of India Meteorological Department (IMD). His is popularly known as
Cyclone man. He will take charge in the month of August.

51) How much did the Centre allocated for the Karanataka government's Pink
Sarathi vehicles?
A.Rs.10 crore
B.Rs.29.86 crore
C.Rs.56.07 crore
D.Rs.82.51 crore

Answer C
Explanation Karnataka government has launched Pink Sarathi vehicles that are procured by the
Bangalore Metropolitan Transport Corporation (BMTC). It was launched by Chief Minister H.D.
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Kumaraswamy. BMTC will use the vehicles to attend to the grievances of women passengers in
city buses. BMTC had received Rs.56.07 crore from the Centre under the Nirbhaya scheme.

52) Which State launched the Pink Sarathi vehicles for womens safety?
A.Telangana
B.Karnataka
C.Maharashtra
D.Tamil Nadu

Answer B
Explanation Karnataka government has launched Pink Sarathi vehicles that are procured by the
Bangalore Metropolitan Transport Corporation (BMTC). It was launched by Chief Minister H.D.
Kumaraswamy. BMTC will use the vehicles to attend to the grievances of women passengers in
city buses.

53) Where will the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit held?
A.Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic
B.Stockholm, Sweden
C.Geneva, Switzerland
D.London, UK

Answer A
Explanation The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit will be held in Bishkek,
Kyrgyz Republic.
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