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INTERNATIONAL
Philippines Got Approval for Golden Rice
The Philippines has become the 1st country in the world to get approval for the
commercial production of genetically modified golden rice. Golden rice is a variety
of rice enriched with various nutrients that will helpful in reducing childhood
malnutrition.
Highlights:
The Golden rice is developed by the Department of Agriculture-Philippine Rice
Research Institute in partnership with the International Rice Research Institute,
after contributing nearly two decades. It is named Golden Rice because of its bright
yellow colour.
One cup of golden rice can give as much as 40 per cent of vitamin A which is
essential for children aged 6 months to 5 years, to combat childhood blindness &
save lives in the developing world.
Golden rice is the first genetically modified rice approved for commercial
propagation in South and Southeast Asia.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
National Mission on Oilseeds and Oil Palm
The National Oilseed and Oil Palm mission is in news.In 2014-15, the Government
of India launched the National Mission on Oilseeds and Oil Palm (NMOOP) with
the goal of increasing the country's oilseed production.
About NMOOP:
The NMOOP was launched as part of Mini Missions (MM) I, II, and III to
accomplish the following specific goals:
According to MM-I, the mission aims to increase oilseed production from the
current average of 28.93 million tons to 35.51 million tons.
Under MM-II, the goal of the mission is to expand the oil palm plantation area and
increase the yield of fresh fruit bunches (FFB) from 4927 kg/ha to 15,000 kg/ha.
MMIII intends to increase the seed collection of Tree Borne Oilseeds (TBOs) such
as olive, sal, mahua, kokum, wild apricot, Tung, and others from 9 lakh tonnes to
14 lakh tonnes, as well as provide the best planting materials for the expanded
areas.
India is one of the major oilseed growers and edible oil importers. India's vegetable
oil economy is the world's fourth largest economy after the United States, China
and Brazil.
Palm oil imports from Indonesia and Malaysia meet a significant portion of India's
edible oil requirements.
As a result, it is necessary to maximise domestic resources in order to ensure the
country's edible oil security.
The Mission's implementation strategy includes the following components:
Improving the Seed Replacement Ratio (SRR) by focusing on Varietal
Replacement
Increasing oil seed irrigation coverage from 26% to 36%
Diversification of land use from low-yielding cereal crops to oilseed crops
Oilseed intercropping with cereals/pulses/sugarcane
Utilization of fallow land just after paddy/potato cultivation
Expansion of Oil Palm and TBO cultivation in watersheds and wastelands
Increasing the availability of high-quality oil palm and TBO planting materials
Improving the procurement of oilseeds, as well as the collection and processing of
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TBOs
The mission funds are shared 75:25 between the Central and State Governments
and are distributed to the State Governments' Departments of
Agriculture/Horticulture.

United Nations Global Digital and Sustainable Trade Facilitation Survey
India's score in the United Nations Global Digital and Sustainable Trade
Facilitation Survey has improved significantly.
Highlights:
India scored 90.32% in the latest survey of global on digital and sustainable trade
facilitation by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia
Pacific (UNESCAP).
This is a significant increase from 78.49 percent in 2019.
The survey of 2021 highlighted India's significant improvement in scores on all 5
key indicators, after evaluating 143 economies, as follows:
Transparency: 100% by 2021. (from 93.33 percent in 2019)
Formalities: 95.83 percent by 2021 (from 87.5 percent in 2019)
Institutional Arrangements and Cooperation: 88.89% by 2021 (from 66.67 percent
in 2019)
Paperless Trade: 96.3 percent in 2021 (from 81.48 percent in 2019)
Cross-Border Paperless Trade: 66.67% by 2021 (from 55.56 percent in 2019)
When compared to the South and South West Asia regions (63.12 percent) and the
Asia Pacific region (65.85 percent), India is the best performing country
India's overall score is higher than that of many OECD countries, including France,
the United Kingdom, Canada, Norway, and Finland, and it is higher than the
average score of the European Union.
India received a perfect score on the Transparency index and a 66 percent on the
Women in Trade component.

Ashadha Purnima-Dhamma Chakra Day
On Ashadha Purnima-Dhamma Chakra Day, the Prime Minister delivered a speech
to the nation.
Highlights:
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On this full moon day of Ashadha month in the Hindu calendar, the Dhamma
Chakra day is celebrated across the world to commemorate the first sermon taught
by Gautama Buddha to his five ascetic disciples.
This day is also appropriately observed as Guru Purnima by both Buddhists and
Hindus as a day to honour their gurus.

INS AIRAVAT - Supplies for Indonesia
INS Airavat arrives in Jakarta with relief supplies for Indonesia.
Highlights:
The Indian Naval Ship (INS) Airavat arrived at the port of Jakarta, Indonesia with
necessary COVID-19 relief supplies
The INS Airavat is a Landing Ship Tank (Large) type of ship that primarily
performs amphibious operations and can transport multiple tanks, amphibious
vehicles, and other military cargo.
The ship is also used for HADR relief operations and has participated in various
relief efforts throughout the Indian Ocean region.

Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs
The CBIC reduces the compliance burden by eliminating license/registration
renewals.
Highlights:
The CBIC has w.e.f. On July 23, 2021, the requirement for regular renewal of
licenses/registrations to customs brokers and authorized carriers is eliminated.
This would significantly reduce the compliance burden placed on the trade, which
would otherwise have to make applications and submit a wide variety of documents
to renew their licenses/registrations.
The net result of the amendments made to the Customs Brokers Licensing
Regulations, 2018 and the Sea Cargo Manifest and Transhipment Regulations,
2018, is that the existing licenses/registrations would have a lifetime validity.
Another change is that a licensee/registration holder may voluntarily come forward
to surrender his/her license/registration if he/she so desires.
In addition, it also stipulates that licenses/registrations that are inactive for more
than one year are invalid.
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These steps would prevent the misuse of dormant licenses/registrations by
unscrupulous individuals who misdeclare imports or exports or obtain incorrect
export refunds/incentives and, when caught, place the burden on the original
license/registration holder.
At the same time, the interests of genuine trade are protected by empowering
Customs Commissioners to revalidate the licence/registration if the inactivity is due
to genuine reasons.

HC Upholds CCI probe against Flipkart and Amazon
E-commerce giants Amazon and Flipkart recently lost a lawsuit in the Karnataka
High Court because a division bench upheld the Indian Competition Commission's
decision to investigate whether they violated the anti-competitive agreement of the
2002 Competition Act.
About Competition Commission of India (CCI)
It is a statutory body that was established in 2003 and became fully operational in
2009.
It is in charge of enforcing the Competition Act of 2002 throughout India.
The CCI is made up of a Chairperson and six members appointed by the Central
Government.
Eligibility: A person must be qualified to be a judge of a High Court, or have
special knowledge of, and professional experience in, international trade,
economics, commerce, law, and finance for at least fifteen years.
Functions: It is the Commission's responsibility to:
Eliminate practises that have a negative impact on competition
Encourage and sustain competition
safeguard consumers' interests
Ensure trade freedom in India's markets.

Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan - CSS
The reorganized Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan, a Centrally Sponsored Scheme
will be implemented in all states/UT in 2018-19.
About the Abhiyan:
It was introduced in 2018. It is a Centrally-funded programme. The primary goal is
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to strengthen Panchayati Raj institutions in order to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals.
Theme: Collaboration with the Antyodaya, mission and emphasize the
strengthening of Panchayati Raj institutions in 117 ideal areas.
It is a concerted effort to achieve "Sabka Sath, Sabka Gaon, Sabka Vikas."
The RGSA assists over 2.55 lakh Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) in developing
governance capabilities through inclusive local governance with a focus on
maximising available resources.
Priority will be given to national issues that have the greatest impact on excluded
groups, such as poverty, primary health care, nutrition, immunisation, and so on.
This scheme extends to all UTs and states in the country, and will also include
rural local government agencies in non-part IX areas where Panchayats do not exist
It will create an institutional structure for PRI capacity building at the state,
national, and district levels, complete with adequate human resources and
infrastructure.
Panchayats will be gradually strengthened through incentivisation based on
nationally important criteria, encouraging a competitive spirit among them.
Under the scheme, funds are not distributed by district or panchayat.
There is no provision in the Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan scheme for the
formation of new Panchayats. Panchayats are formed or reorganised by the
respective states/union territories based on their needs.

PM CARES for Children Scheme - Web Based Portal
The Women and Child Development Ministry has launched a web-based portal
called pmcaresforchildren.in to facilitate the submission of applications and the
identification of children who are eligible for assistance under the PM CARES for
Children' scheme.
About the PM CARES for Children Scheme:
The Prime Minister announced the PM CARES for Children scheme to assist
children who have lost both parents, a surviving parent, a legal guardian, or
adoptive parents due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The scheme aims to ensure that children who have lost their parents due to the
COVID pandemic are fully cared for and protected in an ongoing manner
It ensures their well-being through health insurance, empowers them through
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education, and equips them for self-sufficiency with a financial support of Rs.10
lakh when they attain the age of 23.

Databank of Migrant Workers
For the first time, Tamil Nadu will create a digital database in India that covers
migrant workers employed in various industries across the state, especially micro,
small and medium enterprises and the hospitality industry.
Highlights:
The identification of workers, as well as their profiles, will aid in the identification
of illegal immigrants and anti-social elements.
It will also help to establish a data portal on industry employment scenarios.
In the event of an emergency, the real-time data management system could also be
extremely useful.

NITI AAYOG and TRIFED Work Together to Ensure the Successful
Implementation of the Van Dhan Yojana
In keeping with the slogans of "Atmanirbhar Bharat" and "Be Vocal for Local Buy
Tribal", in order to achieve the goal of "SabkaSaath, SabkaVikas", TRIFED is
cooperating with NITI Aayog to ensure the successful implementation of the Van
Dhan Yojana in the area, which has been identified as an ideal area by NITI Aayog.
About PM Van Dhan Yojana :
It was established in 2018.
The scheme is administered by TRIFED.
It is a project aimed at providing tribals with a source of income by utilising the
wealth of the forest, namely Van Dhan.
The program's goal is to tap into tribals' traditional knowledge and skill sets by
incorporating technology and information technology to improve them at each
stage.
In one year, the initiative will improve the livelihoods of approximately 45 lakh
tribal gatherers.
The multi-functional Van Dhan Vikas Kendras (Kendra) centered on Minor Forest
Produce (MFP) owned by the tribal community was established.
About TRIFED:
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It was established in 1987.
It is a top national organization.
The primary goal of TRIFED is to provide a fair price for minor forest produce
(MFP) collected by the country's tribes.
It is administered by the Government of India's Ministry of Tribal Affairs.
TRIFED's headquarters are in New Delhi.
It has 13 Regional Offices spread across the country.

National Security Council - NSC
In the midst of the Pegasus Controversy, it was revealed that the Union
Government's expenditure on the National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS)
increased tenfold in 2017-18 to Rs 333 crores from Rs 33 crores in 2016-17
Highlights:
The NSC is a three-level organization responsible for overseeing strategic political,
economic, energy and security issues.
It was established in 1999 to discuss all aspects of national security.
The National Security Advisor (NSA) presides over the NSC and serves as the
prime minister's primary advisor.
The NSC consists of three tier structureStrategic Policy Group (SPG)
National Security Advisory Board (NSAB)
National Security Council Secretariat
The NSAB conducts long-term analysis and gives perspectives on national security
issues.
Functions: It works within India's prime minister's executive office, liaising
between the government's executive branch and the intelligence services, and
advising leadership on intelligence and security issues.
Members include the Ministers of Home Affairs, Defence, External Affairs, and
Finance.

Resignation of BS Yediyurappa
Chief Minister of Karnataka BS Yediyurappa announced his resignation from the
top post on 26 July 2021, when his government completed 2 years in the state after
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being elected to power in the year 2019. The 78-year-old Yediyurappa, often called
BSY, served as the 19th Chief Minister of Karnataka. BSY had served as the chief
minister of Karnataka for four terms and was the only chief minister to serve 4
terms in Karnataka history.

Ethanol From Sugarcane and Food Grains - EBP
Under the EBP Program, the government should encourage the use of ethanol
produced from sugarcane and food grains.
Highlights:
The Government of India is implementing the Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP)
Programme through Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs), in which ethanol is
blended into petrol to achieve the goals of reducing import dependence, promoting
clean fuel, and boosting agriculture.
The ethanol blended petrol program was launched in 2003 to promote the use of
renewable and environmentally friendly fuels and reduce India's import dependence
on energy security.
The government has set a target of 10% ethanol blending by 2022 and 20%
blending (E20) by 2030, starting with 5% blending.
The programme is being carried out in accordance with the National Biofuels
Policy.
As part of this programme, oil marketing companies (OMCs) will purchase ethanol
from domestic sources at government-set prices.
Until 2018, ethanol was produced solely from sugarcane. Now, the government has
expanded the scope of the scheme to include maize, bajra, fruit and vegetable waste
and other grains to produce ethanol.

Circulation of Draft Indian Ports Bill
The Ministry of Ports, Shipping, and Waterways had circulated the draft Indian
Ports Bill 2020 in the course of new legislation, seeking input from all stakeholders.
Highlights:
It aims to facilitate the structured growth and long-term development of ports in
order to attract investments in the port sector.
The proposed Bill will include measures to facilitate port conservation, taking into
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account the current situation with regard to the large number of non-operational
ports.
It will encourage more investment in the Indian maritime and ports sector by
developing improved, comprehensive regulatory frameworks for the development
of new ports and the management of existing ports.

Coastal States have RoPax and Water Taxi Services
The Ports, Shipping and Waterways Ministry under the Sagarmala program has
carried out Ro-Ro/Ro-Pax projects on multiple routes.
Highlights:
The Shipping Ministry launched Ro-Pax, a roll-on-roll-off cum passenger ferry
service.
It is a water transportation service project.
It improves connectivity between centres while also helping to reduce pollution
associated with road transportation.
In comparison to road/rail transportation, water transport services are less
expensive and more environmentally friendly. It is a less expensive option for
people, as well as a more time-saving option, as it can reduce travel time into half.
It has a significant impact on the logistical needs of the region's small-scale
industries.

National River Conservation Plan - NRCP
In a written reply to the Rajya Sabha, the Union Minister for Jal Shakti referred to
the National River Conservation Plan Scheme.
About the National River Conservation Plan (NRCP):
It is a government-sponsored scheme administered by the Ministry of Jal Shakti.
It all started in 1985 with the Ganga Action Plan (GAP).
It was expanded in 1995 as the National River Conservation Plan (NRCP) to
include the country's other major rivers.
The aim of the National River Conservation Plan is to reduce pollution loads in
rivers by implementing various pollution abatement projects, thereby improving
water quality.
The implementation of this scheme is supervised by the NRCD.
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The National River Preservation Authority, chaired by the PM, provides the policy
framework and oversees the implementation of National River Conservation Plan.
Initially, the funding model was 100% funded by the center, but starting in 2015,
the center and the states have been shared at a 50:50 ratio.

Gharib Nawaz Employment Scheme - Minority Affairs
The Gharib Nawaz Employment Scheme is being carried out by the Ministry of
Minority Affairs.
About Gharib Nawaz Employment Scheme:
In 2017-18, the Ministry of Minority Affairs launched the scheme to provide shortterm job-oriented skill development courses to youth from minority communities in
order to prepare them for skill-based employment.
This scheme is carried out in accordance with the Ministry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship's (MSD&E's) common standards by empanelled Program
Implementation Agencies (PIAs).
The scheme is implemented by the Maulana Azad Education Foundation, which is
an autonomous institution under the Ministry of Minority Affairs.
As part of this scheme, Garib Nawaz' skill development centres are run to help
minority youth develop their skills.

Anniversary of MyGov
MyGov is celebrating its 7th anniversary. MyGov, the citizen engagement platform,
has been in operation for seven years.
Highlights:
It was launched in 2014 with the idea of using an online platform to bring the
government closer to ordinary people, creating an interface for ordinary citizens
and experts to exchange ideas and opinions in a healthy way, with the goal of
contributing to the social and economic transformation of India.
MyGov has grown into a robust citizen engagement platform that is used by nearly
all government departments to enable participatory governance.
Today, MyGov has over 185 lakh registered users MyGovSaathis who actively
engage with MyGov and share their ideas and suggestions on various policy issues,
as well as participate in Pledges, Quizzes, and contests.
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Kandla becomes the First Green SEZ
Kandla, Gujarat, has become the country's first Green Special Economic Zone.
It has been awarded the CII's IGBC (Indian Green Building Council) Green Cities
Platinum Rating.
About Indian Green Building Council:
The Indian Green Building Council (IGBC) is part of the Confederation of Indian
Industries (CII) and was established in 2001
Goal: "To provide a sustainable built environment for all, and promote India to
become one of the global leaders in a sustainable built environment by 2025."
The council provides a wide range of services, including the creation of new green
building rating programmes, certification services, and green building training
programmes.
The Green Building Congress, the council's annual flagship event on green
buildings, is also organised by the council.
The council is based on committees, driven by members and focused on consensus
Through local chapters, all stakeholders in the construction industry are involved
in the council's activities.
In addition, the council collaborates closely with several state governments, the
Central government, the World Green Building Council, and bilateral and
multilateral organisations to promote green building concepts throughout the
country.

Raising Day for the CRPF
The Central Reserve Police Force was founded in 1949 with the enactment of the
CRPF Act. It was created in 1939 as the Crown Representative's Police for internal
security purposes.
About Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF):
The Central Reserve Police Force's primary mission is counter-insurgency
operations.
It also assists Union Territories/States with police operations to maintain law and
order.
Aside from that, the force serves as a police force in UN peacekeeping missions.
To combat Maoist insurgents, the CRPF has a special operations unit called the
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Commando Battalion for Resolute Action (COBRA).
Dr A P Maheshwari, IPS is the current Director-General of the CRPF (2021).

National Commission For De-Notified And Nomadic Tribes
The information was provided in a written reply to the Lok Sabha by the Minister
of State for Social Justice and Empowerment.
About the Commission:
The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment established the National
Commission For De-Notified And Nomadic Tribes to investigate various
developmental aspects of India's denotified and nomadic or semi-nomadic tribes.
The commission was established in 2003 and was later reconstituted.
About Scheme for Economic Empowerment of DNT Communities: The Scheme
for Economic Empowerment of DNT Communities is also being implemented by
the Department of Social Justice and Empowerment (SEED).
SEED COMPONENTS:
To provide high-quality coaching to DNT candidates in order for them to compete
in competitive exams.
To provide them with health insurance.
To support community-based livelihood initiatives; and
To provide financial assistance to members of these communities for the
construction of homes.

National Organ Transplant Programme - NOTP
The Indian government is implementing the NOTP to promote organ donation and
transplantation in all Union Territories/States.
About the Programme:
The provisions under the programme include:
The establishment of State Organ and Tissue Transplant Organizations (SOTTOs)
in each state/union territories.
Establishment of National/Regional/State Bio-material Centers.
Financial assistance for the establishment of new Organ Transplant/Retrieval
facilities as well as the strengthening of existing Organ Transplant/Retrieval
facilities.
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Training of transplant specialists, including surgeons, physicians, transplant
coordinators, etc
Financial assistance for the recruitment of Transplant Coordinators at medical
colleges and trauma centres
It is an immunosuppressive drug for patients below the poverty line (BPL) after
transplantation.
The Transplantation of Human Organs Act promulgated in 1994 aims to provide a
system for the storage, removal and transplantation of human organs for therapeutic
purposes and to prevent the commercial transaction of human organs.

Exercise Cutlass Express - INS Talwar
The INS Talwar participated in the 2021 "Cutlass Express " multinational training
exercise on the east coast of Africa.
About Exercise Cutlass Express:
The exercise is an annual maritime exercise aimed at promoting maritime safety in
countries and regions in East Africa and the West Indian Ocean.
The exercise's 2021 edition will include participation from 12 Eastern African
countries, the United States, the United Kingdom, and India, as well as various
international organisations such as the International Maritime Organization (IMO),
the European Union Naval Force (EUNAVFOR), the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Interpol, and the Critical Maritime Routes in the
Indian Ocean (CRIMARIO).
The exercise aims to assess and improve joint maritime law enforcement
capabilities, promote national and regional security, and improve interoperability
between regional navies.
India's Information Fusion Centre Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) is also taking
part in the exercise.
India's participation is in line with India's established policy and vision for
maritime cooperation in the Indian Ocean region SAGAR (Safety and Growth for
All in the Region).

Export of Raja Mircha Chilli
For the first time, Nagaland's King Chilli 'Raja Mircha' was exported to London.
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About Raja Mircha Chilli:
Nagaland King Chilli, or Raja Mircha belongs to the capsicum genus in the
Solanaceae family
The Naga king chilli is widely regarded as the world's hottest chilli and is
consistently ranked among the top five hottest chilies in terms of Scoville Heat
Units (SHUs).
Nagaland chillies are also known as Bhoot Jolokia and Ghost Pepper.
It received GI certification in 2008.

First Stage of Cycles4change Challenge
The list of awardees for the India Cycles4change stage 1 programme was
announced by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.
Highlights:
The government has bestowed the prestigious title of India's Top 11 Cycling
Pioneers on 11 cities.
The award marks the start of the next season of the Cycles4Change Challenge in
India. 107 cities across the country have gathered to test, learn and promote
different Cycling -friendly programs
The 11 cities chosen will each receive Rs 1 crore to expand their cycling
initiatives.

Project BOLD by KVIC and BSF
KVIC and BSF launch Project BOLD in Jaisalmer to combat desertification and
boost the rural economy.
About BOLD:
The project called "Bamboo Oasis on Drought Lands" (BOLD) is the first exercise
of its kind in India and was launched on July 4, 2021 from the tribal village of
Nichla Mandwa in Udaipur, Rajasthan.
Project Bold is a one-of-a-kind scientific exercise with the dual national goals of
reducing desertification and providing livelihood and multi-disciplinary rural
industry.
Its goal is to increase tribal peoples' income while also addressing environmental
concerns.
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It is in line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi's call to reduce land degradation
and prevent desertification in the country by establishing bamboo-based green
patches of land in arid and semi-arid areas.
The project was initiated by the Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC),
which is part of the Ministry of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises.
It has been launched as part of KVIC's "Khadi Bamboo Festival" to celebrate the
75th anniversary of independence "Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav".
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
IIT-K Launches Technology Innovation Hub
Indian Institute of Technology of Kanpur has launched the first technology
innovation hub to find cybersecurity solutions for anti-drones technologies,
intrusion detection systems, block-chain and cyber-physical systems.
Highlights:
As many as 13 start-ups & 25 research and development principal investigators
were selected after a rigorous application process. The presence of cutting-edge
technology in cybersecurity is accompanied by an increasing need to protect digital
assets & deploy solutions for the common public, government, and industry. C3i of
IIT Kanpur hub will focus on safeguarding cyberspace including critical
infrastructure. The government is promoting Make-in India cybersecurity solutions
to counter rising threats from neighbouring countries, particularly China.

Disease Eradication Programmes under Union Health Ministry
The government is implementing 3 disease eradication programs, namely the
National Vector-borne Disease Control Program (NVBDCP), the National Leprosy
Eradication Program (NLEP), and the National Tuberculosis Elimination Program
(NTEP).
National Vector Borne Diseases Control Programme (NVBDCP):
The program's plan is to eliminating three diseases: Malaria, Filaria, and KalaAzar.
These diseases are being targeted for elimination rather than eradication.
The vector is affected by factors such as temperature, humidity, and rainfall, so it
is impossible to completely eradicate VBD from the world.
National Leprosy Eradication Programme (NLEP)
Active Case Detection and Regular Surveillance in both rural and urban areas, via
ASHAs and Frontline Workers, to ensure regular and early detection of leprosy
cases in order to prevent grade II disabilities.
Leprosy screening has been combined with Rashtriya Kishore Swasthya
Karyakram (RKSK) and Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) for screening
children (0-18 years old)
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Leprosy screening has been combined with the comprehensive primary health care
activities of Ayushman Bharat-Health and Wellness Center (AB-HWC) to screen
people over 30 years of age.
National TB Elimination programme(NTEP)
Early diagnosis of all TB patients, prompt treatment with quality-assured drugs and
treatment regimens, & appropriate patient support systems to encourage adherence.
Interacting with patients seeking treatment in the private sector.
Prevention strategies, such as active case finding and contact tracing, in high-risk /
vulnerable populations
Infection control in the air.
A multi-sectoral approach to dealing with social determinants.

Phase Two of I-STEM Portal
I-STEM, a national portal for shared research and development facilities, was
launched in January 2020 with the support of the Prime Minister's Science,
Technology and Innovation Advisory Council (PM-STIAC).
Highlights:
The I-STEM project has been extended for five years, until 2026, and has entered
its second phase with new features.
During Phase II, the portal will host indigenous technology products that will be
listed in a digital catalogue.
The portal will also provide a platform for various urban knowledge and
innovation clusters (https://www.psa.gov.in/st-clusters) supported by the Office of
the Chief Scientific Advisor to improve the effectiveness of R&D infrastructure
through the use of collaboration Leverage and build partnerships on the shared STI
ecosystem.
It will also host and provide access to selected R&D software required for students
and scientists to conduct research projects.
In its new phase, the I-STEM portal will be designed as a dynamic digital platform
to boost research and innovation, particularly in second and third-tier cities, as well
as in the emerging start-up ecosystem.

Meeting of North Eastern Space Applications Centre
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The North Eastern Space Applications Centre (NESAC) Society Meeting was held
in Shillong, Meghalaya at NESAC
Highlights:
The North Eastern Spatial Data Repository (NeSDR) has been released by
NESAC, and it contains approximately 950 datasets.
These datasets concern to infrastructure, land and water resources, and disaster
management assistance inputs.
All states are expected to use these data sets by signing Memorandums of
Understanding (MOUs) with NESAC for specific activities such as detecting
encroachments and epidemic planning.
NESAC's activities focus on the practical application of space technology in
agriculture and related fields, such as the silk industry, which can help early
detection of diseases.

PDS 70 - Lunar Formation Around a Planet
For the first time, scientists have discovered a lunar formation around a planet
outside the solar system-a Jupiter-like world surrounded by a disk of gas and dust
large enough to produce three moons, the size of which is equivalent to one orbiting
the earth.
Highlights:
The ALMA observatory in Chile's Atacama desert was used to detect a disc of
swirling material accumulating around one of two newborn planets seen orbiting
PDS 70, a young star located 370 light years from Earth.
A light year is the distance that light travels in a year, which is approximately 9.5
trillion kilometres.
Exoplanets, which are planets found outside our solar system, number over 4,400.
Until now, no orbiting planetary disks have been discovered, because all known
exoplanets are located in the "mature"-fully developed-solar system, except for the
two baby gas planets orbiting PDS 70.
PDS 70, an orange star with roughly the same mass as our Sun, which is about 5
million years old. The two planets are even younger. Both planets resemble (though
are larger than) Jupiter, a gas giant. A moon-forming disc was discovered around
one of the two planets, PDS 70c.
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India will Explore Indigenous Phosphatic Rock Deposits
At present, we rely on other countries for raw materials to manufacture DAP (Diammonium Phosphate) and SSP (Single Superphosphate). India must reduce its
reliance on imports.
Highlights:
To accomplish this goal, India must explore indigenous deposits of phosphoric
rock and potash and make them available to indigenous industries.
Rock phosphate is an important raw material in the production of DAP and NPK
fertilisers.
Currently, India relies on imports for 90% of its raw materials.
International price fluctuations affect domestic fertilizer prices.
Import dependency also impedes the progress and development of the country's
agriculture sector, putting additional strain on our farmers.

Gamma-Ray Burst from Dying Star
Indian astronomers were part of a team that discovered the shortest Gamma-Ray
Bursts from a dying star.
Highlights:
A team of astronomers detected a very short but powerful burst of high-energy
radiation that lasted about a second and has been flying towards Earth for nearly
half the age of the present universe.
The burst detected by NASA's Fermi Gamma-ray Space Telescope on 26th
August, 2020, turned out to be one of the shortest gamma-ray bursts caused by the
death of massive stars.
The GRB has been designated as GRB 200826A, after the date it occurred.
GRB 200826A was a brief burst of high-energy emission that lasted only 0.65
seconds. The signal had stretched out to about one second in length after travelling
for aeons through the expanding universe when it was detected by Fermi's Gammaray Burst Monitor.

Secured Logistics Document Exchange -SLDE
The Secured Logistics Document Exchange (SLDE) and a Greenhouse Gas
Emissions Calculator were both introduced.
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Highlights:
The government launched a secure logistics document exchange platform for the
digital exchange of logistics-related papers, as well as a greenhouse gas emissions
calculator for selecting the most sustainable and appropriate mode of transportation
for freight movements.
The SLDE platform is a solution for replacing the current manual process of
logistics document generation, exchange, and compliance with a digitised, secure,
and seamless document exchange system.
GHG Emissions Calculator:
The calculator is an effective and user-friendly tool for calculating and comparing
GHG emissions across various modes.
It enables commodity-level comparisons of GHG emissions and total
transportation costs, including environmental costs, between road and rail modes of
transportation.

Induction of Rafale Fighter Jet
Rafale aircraft were formally inducted into the Indian Air Force's No. 101 Squadron
at Hasimara's Air Force Station in the Eastern Air Command.
About Rafale Fighter Jet:
Dassault Aviation's Rafale is a twin-jet combat aircraft that can perform a variety
of short and long-range missions.
It can conduct ground and sea attacks, reconnaissance, high-precision strikes, and
nuclear strike detection

Lithium Exploration Project in India
The Geological Survey of India has initiated seven lithium exploration projects in
Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jammu and Kashmir,
Jharkhand, and Rajasthan.
About Lithium:
Lithium (Li), chemical element of Periodic Group 1 (Ia) in the periodic table, the
alkali metal group, and the lightest of the solid elements.
The metal itself soft, white, & shiny and its several alloys and compounds are
manufactured on an industrial scale.
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The most common application for lithium is in rechargeable batteries for cell
phones, laptop computers, digital cameras, and electric vehicles.
Lithium is also used in some non-rechargeable batteries, include clocks,
pacemakers, toys.
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BILLS & ACTS
National Institute of Food Technology Entrepreneurship & Management Bill
The National Food Technology, Entrepreneurship & Management Act of 2021, was
passed by the Parliament
Highlights:
The Bill has been passed by both houses and will become act once the President
gives his assent.
Through this bill, 2 educational institutions under the Food Processing and
Industry Ministry became National Important Institutions.
Kundali's National Institute of Food Technology Entrepreneurship & Management
(NIFTEM) (Haryana)
Thanjabur's Indian Institute of Food Processing Technology (IIFPT) (Tamil Nadu)
The bill will give these institutes more autonomy, allowing them to start new and
innovative courses while also attracting excellent faculty and students. Global
standards can also be used in academic and research work.

Marine Aids to Navigation Bill
The Marine Aids to Navigation Bill 2021 has been passed by Parliament. It aims to
replace the more than 90-year-old Lighthouse Act of 1927 by incorporating global
best practises, technological advancements, and India's international obligations in
the field of marine aids to navigation.
Highlights:
The new Act will make it easier to harmonise and operate aids to marine
navigation and Vessel Traffic Services along the Indian coastline.
Some of the advantages are:
The legal framework for matters related to navigation aids and vessel traffic
services has been improved to cover future developments in the field of maritime
navigation.
Management of 'Vessel Traffic Services' for the purpose of improving shipping
safety and efficiency while also protecting the environment.
Skill development for operators of 'Aids to Navigation' and 'Vessel Traffic
Services' through training and certification in accordance with international

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 26 - August 1, 2021)

standards.
Auditing and accrediting institutes to meet the demand for training and
certification on a global standards.
In general waters, the use of the word "Wreck" to identify sunken or stranded
vessels for safe and efficient navigation.
The development of lighthouses for the purpose of tourism, culture, and education
will tap the tourism potential of coastal areas and contribute to the economy of
coastal areas.
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DEFENCE
Exercise INDRA-21 - Russia and India
Russia-India joint military exercise INDRA will be held in Russia's Volgograd, in
August 2021.
About Exercise INDRA:
The exercise will involve a joint force conducting counter-terror operations against
international terror groups under a United Nations mandate
The INDRA series of exercises started in 2003 as bilateral naval exercises
conducted alternately between both the countries. However, the first joint triservice exercise was conducted in 2017.
The most recent joint tri-services exercise between India and Russia took place in
India in December 2019. It was held concurrently in Babina (near Jhansi), Goa and
Pune.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Alexander Dalrymple Award - Chief Hydrographer
The British High Commissioner presented the Alexander Dalrymple award to the
Chief Hydrographer of the Government of India.
Highlights:
Alexander Dalrymple Award was named after the first Admiralty's hydrographic
surveyor and was established in 2006.
Vice Admiral Vinay Badhwar, India's chief hydrographer, received the award for
his contributions to hydrography and nautical cartography.
About the Chief Hydrographer to the Govt. of India:
The chief hydrographic surveyor heads the Indian Naval Hydrographic survey,
which is an agency of the Indian government responsible for hydrographic surveys
and charting of India.
The National Hydrographic Office of INHD is headquartered in Dehradun.
The department is also in charge of producing official electronic navigational
charts on behalf of the Indian government.
It was established in 1954, but its origins can be traced back to 1874, when the
Indian Marine Survey Department was established in Calcutta.

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF

.com

(July 26 - August 1, 2021)

SPORTS
Sponsor for Tokyo Olympics - IOA
The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) has joined in Adani Group as a sponsor for
the Indian contingent at the Tokyo Games. Secretary-general Rajiv Mehta of IOA,
who is in Tokyo, announced the development.
Highlights:
The Indian Olympic Association had earlier entered into sponsorship deals with
various private entities, including mobile gaming platform MPL Sports Foundation,
dairy giant Amul, and JSW Sports. Indian Olympic Association had inked the deals
after dropping Chinese sportswear brand Li Ning as the Indian team's official kit
sponsor for the ongoing Tokyo Olympics & stating that the country's athletes will
wear unbranded apparel.
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ARTS & CULTURE
Rudreswara Temple in World Heritage List of UNESCO
The Kakatiya Rudreswara Temple at Palampet, Mulugu district, near Warangal in
Telangana, has been inscribed on UNESCO's World Heritage list the 44th session
of the World Heritage Committee of UNESCO. It is also called as the Ramappa
Temple. With this latest addition, there are 39th World Heritage Sites located in
India.
Highlights:
The Kakatiya Rudreswara temple was constructed in 1213 AD during the period of
the Kakatiya Empire.
The iconic 13th-century temple is also known as Ramappa temple, named after its
architect, Ramappa.
The Rudreswara temple was the only nomination for the UNESCO World Heritage
site tag for 2019 by the Indian government.

World Heritage Site of India - Ramappa Temple
The Rudreswara Temple (also known as the Ramappa Temple) in Mulugu district,
Telangana, has been added to UNESCO's list of World Heritage Sites. Ramappa
Temple is the only nomination proposed by the government for the 2019 UNESCO
World Heritage List.
About Rudreswara (Ramappa) Temple:
Recherla Rudra, a general of Kakatiya king Ganapati Deva, built the Rudreswara
temple during the reign of the Kakatiya Empire in 1213 AD.
Ramalingeswara Swamy is the presiding deity in this temple.
It is also called as the Ramappa Temple, named after the sculptor performing work
in the temple for 40 years.
The temple is built on a 6-foot-high star-shaped platform, with intricate carvings
on the walls, pillars, and ceilings attesting to the Kakatiya sculptors' unique skill.
The "sandbox technique" was used to build the foundation, the flooring is granite,
and the pillars are basalt.
The lower part of the temple is consists of red sandstone, and the white gopuram is
built with light bricks that are said to float on the water.
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The unique Kakatiya-style temple complex, unique only in the area, confirms the
highly evolved aesthetic proportions of temples and town gateways in southern
India.
The beauty of the temple captivated European merchants and travellers, with one
remarking that it was the "brightest star in the galaxy of mediaeval Deccan
temples."

Dholavira in India - 40th World Heritage Site
India nominated the city of Harappa, Dholavira, in Gujarat's Rann of Kutch and has
been included in the UNESCO World Heritage List. This comes just a few days
after Telangana State's Rudreswara Temple (also known as the Ramappa Temple)
was designated as India's 39th World Heritage Site.
About Dholavira:
Dholavira is an outstanding example of a Harappan Civilization proto-historic
Bronze Age urban settlement.
It is one of the few well-preserved urban settlements in South Asia, and its history
can be traced back to the 3rd to the middle of the 2nd millennium BCE.
It is the sixth-largest of over 1,000 Harappan sites discovered so far.
The property is divided into two parts:
A fortified city and
A cemetery in the city's western outskirts.
The city wall consists of a fortified castle and attached Bailey and ceremonial
venues, as well as a fortified middle town and a lower town.
To the east and south of the Citadel, there are a number of reservoirs.
Unlike other Harappan antecedent towns, Dholavira was strategically located on
the island of Khadir to harness various mineral and raw material sources and to
facilitate internal and external trade to the Mesopotamianand Magan (modern
Oman peninsula) regions.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Summit of United Nations Food Systems
The United Nations Food Systems Summit held a pre-summit ministerial
roundtable.
About The UN Food Systems Summit:
The United Nations Food System Summit aims to establish a bold new actions to
change the way the world produces and consumes food as part of the Decade of
Action to achieve the SDG goals by 2030.
Guided by the 5 action tracks, the summit will bring together major participants
from science, policy, business healthcare, and academia, as well as farmers, youth
organizations, indigenous peoples, consumer groups, environmental activists and
other major stakeholders.
Action Track 1: Ensure that everyone has access to safe and nutritious food.
Action Track 2: Transition to more sustainable consumption patterns
Action Track 3: Increase nature-friendly production.
Action Track 4: Promote equitable livelihoods
Action Track 5: Strengthen your resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks, and stress.
The pre-summit will be held in Rome, Italy, on July 27-28, 2021. The summit
would take place in September 2021.
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SCHEMES
Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyay Unnat Krishi Shiksha Yojana - PDDUUKSY
Scheme
The Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyay Unnat Krishi Shiksha Yojana (PDDUUKSY)
was established to promote human resource development in organic farming,
natural farming, and cow-based economies for environmental sustenance and soil
health.
About PDDUUKSY:
It began with the construction of 100 centers. During the course of the scheme's
operation, 108 training programmes were organised to raise farmer awareness.
Scheme objectives:
To develop skilled human resources at the village level in order to meet national
needs for organic farming and sustainable agriculture.
Provide professional assistance to rural India in the areas of Organic
Farming/Natural Farming/Rural Economy/Sustainable Agriculture.
Other activities of the PDDUUKSY will be expanded at the village level through
these established centres.
The scheme, which was started in 2016, is a Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare initiative that is being carried out by the Education wing of the Indian
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR).
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Drowning Prevention Day - 25th July
World Drowning Prevention Day is observed on 25 July. The day is declared
through UN General Assembly Resolution Global drowning prevention, on April
2021.
Highlights:
World Drowning Prevention Day serves as a chance to highlight the tragic &
profound impact of drowning on families and communities and also to offer lifesaving solutions to prevent it. All the stakeholders that include governments, UN
agencies, civil society organizations, etc. are invited to mark this day by
highlighting the need for action on proven measures that include:
Installing barriers that may control access to water
One must provide safe places that must be away from water for kids.
Teaching swimming, water safety or other skills
Teaching bystanders about the safe rescue
Improving flood risk management.
Among all these precautions, basic life-saving skills are at times neglected. Here
are five life-saving solutions to prevent drowning.

Kargil Vijay Diwas - 26th July
Kargil Vijay Diwas is observed each and every year on 26 July 1999 to mark
India's victory over Pakistan in the Kargil conflict. This year nation is celebrating
22 years of success in the Kargil war. In 1999, a high altitude mountain war broke
out along the peaks of Kargil near the Line of Control, the de-facto border that
divides Kashmir between the two nations.
History of Kargil War:
The Kargil War was fought between May - July of 1999 in the Kargil district of
Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) along the LoC (Line of Control), in which India got the
victory. The war was fought for 60 days and more, ended on 26 July. In 1999
Pakistan army taking advantage of the melting snow and betraying the bilateral
understanding of both the nations (that the post would remain unattended during the
winter season), took command of the high outposts of India. Pakistan army refused
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the claims that its soldiers were involved in the war and claimed that they were the
rebels from Kashmir itself. Still, the ammunition, identity cards, rations stores and
other evidence prove that the Pakistan army was behind this cowardly act.
Operation Vijay:
The operation was launched by the Army of India twice in Indian history. The first
Operation Vijay was established in 1961, which led to Goa, Anjediva islands, and
Daman and Diu. The second operation was launched in 1999. Both the operations
were of enormous success. However, the Kargil Vijay However, the Kargil Vijay
Diwas is marked on the culmination of the Kargil war. 26 July is celebrated as
Kargil Vijay Diwas every year to mark the successful completion of Operation
Vijay that ended the 3-month war along the Line of Control. Nearly 490 Indian
army officers, soldiers and jawans were martyrs during the battle.
Operation White Sea:
The operation White Sea was also launched during the Kargil war, 1999. During
the process, the Indian Air Force jointly acted with the Indian Army to flush out
regular and irregular troops of the Pakistani army.

World Mangrove Day - 26th July
The World Mangrove Day or International Day for the Conservation of the
Mangrove Ecosystem is celebrated on 26 July every year.
Highlights:
Mangrove day is celebrated to raise awareness of the importance of mangrove
ecosystems as a unique, special and vulnerable ecosystem and promote solutions
for their sustainable management, uses and conservation. The World Mangrove
Day was adopted by the General Conference of the UN Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in 2015. Greenpeace activist Hayhow Daniel
Nanoto died of a heart attack during a massive protest to re-establish the mangrove
wetlands in Muisne, Ecuador in 1998.

World Hepatitis Day - 28th July
World Hepatitis Day is observed each and every year on July 28 by World Health
Organization (WHO). Hepatitis day is celebrated to increase the awareness of viral
hepatitis, an inflammation of the liver that causes various health problems,
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including liver cancer. Theme: Hepatitis Can't-Wait.
Background:
The day of July 28 was chosen because it is the birthday of Nobel-prize winning
scientist Dr Baruch Blumberg (the person who discovered the hepatitis B virus
(HBV)) and developed a diagnostic test and vaccine for the virus. Hepatitis viruses
A, B, C, D, E are 5 main strains of Hepatitis B & C together are the most common
cause of death, with 1.3 million lives lost each year.

World Nature Conservation Day - 28th July
World Nature Conservation Day is designated on 28th July every year. The main
motto of celebrating this day is to raise awareness about protecting nature & doing
best practices for conserving our natural resources. The globe is supplied a limited
amount of properties that we all rely upon each day, like water, air, soil and trees.
Steps to conserve the environment:
Alternate energy usage such as solar and wind energy. Planting more trees to
maintain the ecosystem and to prevent soil erosion. Properly use the water
resources and reuse the kitchen wastewater for watering our own gardens.
Vegetation growth in catchment areas. Control the usage of electricity. Getting
adopted recyclable & biodegradable products. Recycling wastes is a must.
Minimize the usage of cars for a shorter distance. Usage of paper bags or cloth bags
instead of plastic bags. Grow your vegetables by using organic compost. Install
water treatment plants and rainwater harvesting.

International Tiger Day - 29th July
International Tiger Day is designated on July 29 every 12 months to increase
awareness about the declining populace of wild cats and to make efforts to conserve
them. The day's purpose is to promote a world device to protect the herbal habitats
of tigers, elevate public recognition, and assist with tiger conservation issues. This
year marks the 11th International Tiger Day.
The theme/Slogan for the 2021 International Tiger Day celebration is Their
Survival is in our hands.
History of International Tiger Day:
The Global Tiger Day came into being to sign the Saint Petersburg announcement
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through thirteen tigers various international locations in 2010 in Russia. The
governments of these tigers vary international locations had resolved to inspire the
conservation, defending natural habitats and double the wide variety of tigers with
the aid of 2022. Poaching and the illegal trade of tiger body parts like bone, pores,
and skin pose the most significant hazard to wild tigers. The demand for tiger
physique components has increased the poaching and trafficking of wild cats.

World Day Against Trafficking in Persons - 30 July
United Nations observes 30 July every 12 months as World Day Against
Trafficking in Persons.
Highlights:
In 2013, the General Assembly specified July 30 as World Day towards Trafficking
in Persons to make awareness of the state of affairs of victims of human trafficking
and the advertising and protection of their rights. The 2021 theme for World Day
Against Trafficking in Persons is Victims' Voices Lead the Way. This year's theme
puts victims of human trafficking at the centre of the marketing campaign. It will
highlight the significance of listening to and getting to know survivors of human
trafficking.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
Agreement Between Sweden and ISA
Sweden has accepted the framework agreement for the ISA (International Solar
Alliance). It is now a member of the global platform, which is an initiative of India
aimed at promoting renewable energy and sustainable development.
Highlights:
Sweden hopes to bring its expertise and experience in renewable energy and clean
energy technologies to discussions in the ISA to meet the challenges related to
climate change. Prime Minister Modi visited Stockholm in April 2018, during
which both sides agreed to deepen innovation partnership for a sustainable future
further. The ISA (International Solar Alliance) has been conceived as a memberdriven, action-oriented, collaborative platform to increase the availability of solar
energy technologies to improve energy security & sustainable development.
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INDEX / LIST
Periodic Labour Force Survey - NSO
The National Statistical Office (NSO) has published the third annual report on the
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), which was carried out between July 2019
and June 2020. In 2019-20, labour indicators improved overall when compared to
the previous two years, 2017-18 and 2018-19.
Highlights:
Unemployment Rate: In 2019-20, the unemployment rate fell to 4.8 percent. It was
5.8 percent in 2018-19 and 6.1 percent in 2017-18
Worker Population Rate: It increased to 38.2 percent in 2019-20 from 35.3 percent
in 2018-19 and 34.7 percent in 2017-18.
Labor force participation rate: It has increased from 37.5% and 36.9% in the past
two years to 40.1% in 2019-20. The higher the LFPR, the better.
Gender-Based Unemployment Rate: According to the data, the jobless rate for both
men and women fell to 5.1 percent and 4.2 percent, respectively, in 2019-20, from
6 percent and 5.2 percent in 2018-19.
About National Statistical Office
It is the government's central statistical agency, mandated by the Statistical
Services Act of 1980 and administered by the Ministry of Statistics and Program
Implementation.
It is in charge of developing arrangements for providing statistical information
services to the government and other users in order to meet their information needs
for policy, planning, monitoring, and management decisions.
About Periodic Labour Force Survey:
NSO launched India's first computer-based survey in 2017.
It was formed on the recommendation of a committee chaired by Amitabh Kundu.
It essentially maps the country's employment situation. In doing so, it collects data
on a variety of variables, including the level of unemployment, the types of
employment and their respective shares, the wages earned from various types of
jobs, the number of hours worked, and so on.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When was World Drowning Prevention Day observed?
A.Jul 25
B.Jul 24
C.Jun 25
D.Jun 24

Answer A
Explanation World Drowning Prevention Day is observed on 25 July. The day is declared
through UN General Assembly Resolution Global drowning prevention, on April 2021. World
Drowning Prevention Day serves as a chance to highlight the tragic & profound impact of
drowning on families and communities and also to offer life-saving solutions to prevent it.

2) When was Kargil Vijay Diwas observed?
A.Jul 26
B.Jul 24
C.Jun 26
D.Jun 24

Answer A
Explanation Kargil Vijay Diwas is observed each and every year on 26 July 1999 to mark Indias
victory over Pakistan in the Kargil conflict. This year nation is celebrating 22 years of success in
the Kargil war.

3) Where is Kakatiya Rudreswara Temple located?
A.Karnataka
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Telangana
D.Kerala

Answer C
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Explanation The Thousand Pillar Temple or Rudreswara Swamy Temple is a historic Hindu
temple located in the town of Hanamakonda, Telangana State, India. It is dedicated to Lord
Shiva, Vishnu and Surya.

4) When was Indian Olympic Association founded?
A.1962
B.1930
C.1927
D.1925

Answer C
Explanation The Indian Olympic Association founded in 1927 is the body responsible for
selecting athletes to represent India at the Olympic Games, Asian Games and other international
athletic meets and for managing the Indian teams at these events.

5) Where was International Solar Alliance founded?
A.Paris
B.New York
C.Berlin
D.London

Answer A
Explanation The International Solar Alliance is an alliance of 121 countries initiated by India,
most of them being sunshine countries, which lie either completely or partly between the Tropic
of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn.

6) When did IIT Kanpur start?
A.1956
B.1959
C.1962
D.1965

Answer B
Explanation Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur is a public technical and research university
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located in Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh, India. It was declared to be an Institute of National Importance
by the Government of India under the Institutes of Technology Act.

7) When was World Drowning Prevention Day declared?
A.April 2021
B.April 2020
C.April 2018
D.April 2019

Answer A
Explanation World Drowning Prevention Day is observed on 25 July. The day is declared
through UN General Assembly Resolution Global drowning prevention, on April 2021. World
Drowning Prevention Day serves as a chance to highlight the tragic & profound impact of
drowning on families and communities and also to offer life-saving solutions to prevent it.

8) When was Operation Vijay established?
A.1964
B.1961
C.1962
D.1963

Answer B
Explanation The operation was launched by the Army of India twice in Indian history. The first
Operation Vijay was established in 1961, which led to Goa, Anjediva islands, and Daman and
Diu. The second operation was launched in 1999.

9) When was Rudreswara temple constructed?
A.1213 AD
B.1213 BC
C.1200 AD
D.1200 BC

Answer A
Explanation The Kakatiya Rudreswara temple was constructed in 1213 AD during the period of
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the Kakatiya Empire. The iconic 13th-century temple is also known as Ramappa temple, named
after its architect, Ramappa.

10) Tokyo was scheduled to host the Olympics once before when the Games
had to be cancelled? When?
A.1916
B.1920
C.1940
D.1948

Answer C
Explanation Tokyo was set to co-host the 1940 Olympics with Helsinki. The Games were
cancelled due to the outbreak of World War II.

11) Prime Minister Modi visited Stockholm in _____________.
A.April 2018
B.April 2019
C.May 2018
D.May 2019

Answer A
Explanation Sweden hopes to bring its expertise and experience in renewable energy and clean
energy technologies to discussions in the ISA to meet the challenges related to climate change.
Prime Minister Modi visited Stockholm in April 2018, during which both sides agreed to deepen
innovation partnership for a sustainable future further.

12) Which of the following launches first technology innovation hub?
A.IIT Kanpur
B.IIT Kharagpur
C.IIT Chennai
D.IIT Trichy

Answer A
Explanation Indian Institute of Technology of Kanpur has launched the first technology
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innovation hub to find cybersecurity solutions for anti-drones technologies, intrusion detection
systems, block-chain and cyber-physical systems.

13) When was Kargil War ended?
A.25 jul
B.26 jul
C.21 jul
D.20 jul

Answer B
Explanation The Kargil War was fought between May-July of 1999 in the Kargil district of
Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) along the LoC (Line of Control), in which India got the victory. The
war was fought for 60 days and more, ended on 26 July.

14) Cricket has been an Olympic sport only once. In what year?
A.London 1908
B.Sydney 2000
C.Paris 1900
D.None

Answer C
Explanation Paris 1900. There were only two participants in the Great Britain and France with
the former winning gold after a 158-run victory.

15) When was Operation White Sea launched?
A.1999
B.1998
C.1995
D.1996

Answer A
Explanation The operation White Sea was also launched during the Kargil war, 1999. During the
process, the Indian Air Force jointly acted with the Indian Army to flush out regular and irregular
troops of the Pakistani army.
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16) The Rudreswara temple was the only nomination for the UNESCO World
Heritage site tag for _____________ by the Indian government.
A.2015
B.2018
C.2019
D.2020

Answer C
Explanation The Kakatiya Rudreswara temple was constructed in 1213 AD during the period of
the Kakatiya Empire. The iconic 13th-century temple is also known as Ramappa temple, named
after its architect, Ramappa.The Rudreswara temple was the only nomination for the UNESCO
World Heritage site tag for 2019 by the Indian government.
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