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BANKING & FINANCE
Loan for Green National Highway Corridor Project
The government has signed a loan agreement with the World Bank to develop the
Green National Highway Corridor.
Highlights:
Following the adoption of the Green Highways Policy' in September 2015, the
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) established the National
Green Highways Mission (NGHM).
The Green National Highway Corridor Project supports the implementation of
National Green Highways Mission and provides green and safe transportation.
The development goal of the Green National Highway Corridor project is to
showcase safe and green national highway corridors in selected states, and to
strengthen the institutional capacity of the Road Transport and Highways ministry
to mainstream safety and green technologies.
India's national highways carry roughly 40% of all road traffic. However, several
sections of these highways have insufficient capacity, inadequate drainage
structures, and accident-prone black spots.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
U.S-India Business Council - USIBC
The Finance Minister delivered a speech at the U.S. India Business Council
roundtable on "Maximizing the India's Long- term and inclusive growth as a global
destination for U.S.(United States) investment."
About the USIBC:
The US-India Business Council was founded in 1975 as a business advocacy
organization to educate and encourage both the Indian and American private sectors
to increase investment flows.
The Council works to make trade between the United States and India profitable,
easier, and more efficient.
It connects the world's two largest democracies and inspires long-term solutions to
local and global business challenges.

Fifth Largest Holder - Forex reserves
As of June 25, 2021, India will be the world's fifth largest holder of forex reserves.
Highlights:
As of June 25, 2021, India's foreign exchange reserves were 608.99 billion U.S.
dollars, and it has become the world's fifth largest foreign exchange reserve holder
after China, Japan, Switzerland and Russia.
In terms of import guarantees over 18 months, India's foreign exchange reserves
are in good condition and provide a buffer against unforeseen external shocks.
The RBI diversifies its forex reserves on a regular basis by expanding operations in
the forex swap and repo markets, acquiring gold, and exploring new
markets/products while adhering to safety and liquidity standards.
In 2020-21, India's current account and capital account will have a surplus, which
has promoted an increase in foreign exchange reserves during the year.In addition
to exports and imports of goods and services, the overall stability of the external
sector is determined by other components of the balance of payments, such as
remittances (transfers), current account income, the size of net capital flows, and
external debt.
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Exemption from Taxes to Alleviate Stress caused by COVID
The government has decided to exempt taxpayers from income tax on medical
expenses for COVID-19 treatment received from their employer or anyone in the
2019-20 fiscal year and subsequent years
Highlights:
The purpose of this exemption is to provide relief to taxpayers who have suffered
as a result of COVID-19 and have had to incur costs for COVID-19 medical
treatment after receiving assistance from their employer or another person.
In order to provide relief to the family members of taxpayers who have died as a
result of COVID-19, the Government has decided that ex-gratia payments received
by family members of a person from the employer of such person or from another
person on the death of the person as a result of COVID-19 will be exempt from
income tax in financial years 2019-20 and subsequent years.
The exemption shall be granted without restriction for amounts received from the
employer, but shall be limited to Rs. 10 lakh in aggregate for amounts received
from any other persons.

External Benchmarks Lending Rate - RBI
In RBI's recent report on Monetary Transmission in India, the share of outstanding
loans related to external benchmark lending rates (EBLR-similar to repo rate)
increased from as low as 2.4% in September 2019 to 28.5% in March 2021.
About External Benchmark Lending Rate (EBLR):
RBI requires banks to adopt a unified external benchmark within the loan category,
effective from October 1, 2019
There are four external benchmarking mechanisms:
The repo rate set by the RBI
The yield on the 91-day T-bill
The yield on the 182-day T-bill
Any other benchmark market interest rate established by Financial Benchmarks
India Pvt.
Banks are free to set their own spreads over the external benchmark. The interest
rate, however, must be reset in accordance with the external benchmark at least
once every three months.
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Importance: faster monetary transmission + interest rate transparency +
standardisation of interest rate fixing

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India - IBBI
The IBBI's (Insolvency Resolution Process for Corporate Persons) Regulations,
2016, have been amended by the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India.
Highlights:
IBBI's has notified the 2016 Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India's
(Insolvency Resolution Process for Corporate Persons) Regulations in July 2021.
The new regulations improve corporate insolvency proceedings by increasing
discipline, transparency, and accountability.
The amendment made the following changes:
If a corporate debtor (CD) has changed its name or registered address prior to the
commencement of insolvency, an insolvency professional (IP) conducting the CIRP
(Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process) must disclose all previous names and
registered office addresses. In the past two years, the CD's current name and
registered office address have been changed in all its communications and records.
The amendment states that the interim resolution professional (IRP) or resolution
professional (RP) may appoint a professional other than a registered valuer if he
believes such services are required and are not available through the CD.
The IRP/RP appoints registered valuers to assist him in carrying out his duties in
the conduct of the CIRP.
Now, the RP that manages the operations of a troubled company that is in
corporate insolvency proceedings will be required to assess and report whether the
company has completed any transactions to withdraw funds prior to the insolvency
proceedings.
Within 75 days of the start of CIRP, RPs will be required to provide opinions on
whether the company is impacted by the transaction's cancellation.
Such provisions would allow stakeholders to claim back lost value while
discouraging stakeholders from engaging in such transactions.

Credit Card by ICICI Bank and HPCL
ICICI Bank partnered with Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL) and
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announced a co-branded credit card to enable users to get benefits & reward points
for using multiple credit cards in one.
Highlights:
The card is named ICICI Bank HPCL Super Saver Credit Card. This credit card
offers best-in-class rewards and benefits to customers on their everyday spending
on fuel and also on other categories including electricity and mobile. And also in
stores like Big Bazaar and D-Mart, and e-commerce portals, among others. The
card is Powered by VISA, is unique among its peers, which typically offer benefits
on only one category of spends.
Customers can apply for this card through the internet banking platform of the
bank or the mobile banking app, iMobile Pay. They get a digital card in a
completely contactless and paperless manner. The physical card is also sent to the
customer by ICICI Bank within a very few days. Further, customers can manage
their transaction settings and credit limit conveniently on the iMobile Pay app.

Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) - RBI
The Reserve Bank of India may soon launch a pilot project to evaluate the
feasibility of using digital currencies for wholesale and retail payments.These
projects will help adjust RBI's strategy to introduce a comprehensive central bank
digital currency (CBDC). A high-level inter-ministerial committee appointed by the
Finance Ministry recommended the establishment of a CBDC along with changes
to the legal framework, including the RBI Act, which currently allows the RBI to
regulate the issuance of bank notes.
About The Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC):
It is the legal tender and responsibility of the national central bank in digital form.
It is denominated in sovereign currency and appears on the balance sheet of a
country's central bank.
CBDC is a digital currency that can be exchanged/exchanged at the same price as a
country's cash of similar denomination and traditional central bank deposits.
At the moment, central banks from various countries are investigating the positive
implications of digital currency for financial inclusion, economic growth,
technology, innovation, and increased transaction efficiencies.
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INTERNATIONAL
The United States, Afghanistan, Pakistan and Uzbekistan form the Group of
Four or Quad Group
The United States, Pakistan, Afghanistan and Uzbekistan have agreed in principle
to establish a new quadrilateral diplomatic platform aimed at improving regional
connectivity. The two sides intend to cooperate to expand trade, establish transit
links, and strengthen business-to-business ties by recognizing the historical
opportunities of opening up prosperous inter-regional trade routes.
Highlights:
The strategic location of Afghanistan is touted as a competitive advantage for the
nation.
Afghanistan is bounded to the east and south by Pakistan, to the west by Iran, to
the north by Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan, and to the northeast by
China.
It is situated in the heart of the historic Silk Road.
It had long served as a commercial crossroads for Asian countries, connecting
them to Europe and fostering religious, cultural, and commercial ties.
As China hopes to extend its Belt Road Initiative (BRI)" to Afghanistan, the
formation of a new Quad team is very important

G7 - Build Back Better World Initiative
At the recent 47th G7 summit, the G7 (Group of Seven) Countries proposed a Build
Back Better World (B3W) initiative to counter China's Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI).
About B3W:
Goal: To address the infrastructure investment gap in developing and low-income
countries, which China is increasingly capturing through 2,600 BRI projects.
This infrastructure plan is led by the United States.
The B3W initiative will provide a transparent infrastructure partnership to assist
developing countries in meeting their $40 trillion infrastructure needs by 2035.
It requires hundreds of billions of dollars to be spent in cooperation with the
private sector while complying with climate standards and labor practices.
About China's BRI:
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It was established in 2013.
It is a multibillion-dollar initiative that aims to connect Southeast Asia, Central
Asia, the Gulf region, Africa, and Europe via land and sea routes.
It entails development and investment initiatives that would span Asia, Europe,
and beyond.
Over 100 countries have signed bilateral agreements with China to collaborate on
BRI projects such as railways, ports, highways, and other infrastructure.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Bye-Election in the Council of States - West Bengal
There happened a casual vacancy in the Council of States from West Bengal
because of the member's resignation before his term expired.
Bye-election to the Rajya Sabha:
Rajya Sabha (RS) is a permanent House of the parliament and is not subject to
dissolution. However, one-third of Members of the Rajya Sabha retire after every
2nd year.
A member elected for a full term of Rajya Sabha serves for six years.
The election needs to be held to fill a vacancy arising otherwise than by retirement
of a member on the expiration of their term of office is known as Bye-election.
A member elected in a bye-election remains a member for the remainder of the
term of the member who had resigned or died or disqualified to be a member of the
House under the Tenth Schedule.

Launch of SIATP Programme
School Innovation Ambassador Training Program (SIATP) has been launched to
enhance the innovation capability of the students.
Highlights:
The SIATP programme aims at nurturing students with innovation capabilities,
develop them a culture of innovation and lay the base of a new and vibrant India.
It was launched jointly by the ministries of Education and Tribal Affairs.
The program launched is a joint effort by the Ministry of Education's Innovation
Cell, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, CBSE and AICTE.
The initiative will benefit a large number of schools for tribal children across the
country by giving wings to the children's creativity and providing a platform so that
they can provide something new to the world with their ideas.
The program is aimed at 50000 schoolteachers.

Launch of Kiran Sarathi
Digital Platform Kisan Sarathi launched for farmers.
About Kisan Sarathi:
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It is a digital platform to facilitate farmers to get the right information at the right
time' in their desired language.
It is available in Hindi and other regional languages. Farmers can interact & avail
personalised suggestions on agriculture and allied areas directly from the respective
scientists of Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVKs). These nodal centres ensure growers
benefit from research and technology.

Chief Labour Commissioner of India
The Chief Labour Commissioner of India meets with Project officials in Srinagar to
discuss the implementation of Labour Laws and new Labour Codes.
About Chief Labour Commissioner (CLC) of India:
The Chief Labour Commissioner (Central) Organization, also known as the
Central Industrial Relations Machinery, is the country's apex organisation in charge
of maintaining harmonious industrial relations, primarily in the sphere of Central
Government.
The office was established in 1945.
CLC (Central) Functions:
Prevent and resolve labor disputes through mediation/conciliation
Enforcement of Labour Laws and Rules enacted under the Central Sphere (for
example, the Industrial Disputes Act of 1947, the Minimum Wage Act of 1948, the
Contract Labour (Regulation & Abolition) Act of 1970, the Child Labour (P&R)
Act of 1986, and so on).
Quasi-judicial functions
Trade Union Membership Verification
Other duties include conducting periodic meetings of the Minimum Wage
Advisory Board, advising the Labour Ministry in conflict situations such as strikes,
and so on.

Registration of Vintage Motor Vehicles
The registration process for vintage motor vehicles has been formalised.
Highlights:
The Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989, have been amended by the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways.
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The registration of Vintage Motor Vehicles has been formalised as a result of this
amendment, with the goal of preserving and promoting the heritage of vintage
vehicles.
The new rules will ensure a smooth process with notable features such as the
retention of old registration numbers for previously registered vehicles and the use
of a VA series (Unique Registration Mark) for new registrations.
Vintage Motor Vehicles are defined as all two and four wheeler vehicles that are
over 50 years old, have been kept in their original condition, and have not
undergone any significant overhaul.
Vintage motor vehicles are not permitted to be driven on public roads for regular
or commercial purposes.

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana Urban
One of the world's largest affordable housing missions, Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana Urban (PMAY-U), has launched two novel initiatives.
Highlights:
It has launched Khushiyon Ka Aashiyana- Short Film Contest 2021 and Awas Par
Samvaad, a 75-seminar and workshop series, to advance the Prime Minister's vision
of "Housing for All."
Awas Par Samvaad' aims to raise awareness and promote discussion, dissemination
and deliberation on Housing for All' among a wide range of stakeholders from
various fields of study and practise, such as engineering, urban community
development, planning, finance, and so on.
This will be accomplished through 75 workshops and seminars held across the
country.
About the Urban-Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana :
It was established in 25th June 2015
The goal is to provide housing for all in urban areas by 2022.
It is implemented by the Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry
It is Divided into Four Verticals:
In-situ reconstruction of existing slum dwellers through private participation in the
use of land as a resource
Credit Linked Subsidy.
Affordable Housing in Partnership.
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Beneficiary-led individual house construction/enhancement.

Extended Duration of Stand Up India Scheme
The Government of India has extended the duration of the Stand Up India Scheme'
up to the year 2025.
Highlights:
The scheme was launched on 05 April 2016 to facilitate loans to Scheduled Caste,
Scheduled Tribe and women borrowers, to promote entrepreneurship among them.
The scheme offers bank loans to women and SC & ST communities to encourage
them in setting up a greenfield enterprise, outside of the farm sector, that is in the
manufacturing, services or trading sector.
A total of 1,16,266 loans amounting to Rs. 26204.49 crore has been extended
under the Scheme since its inception. The loan under Stand Up India Scheme is
extended by Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs) between Rs. 10 lakh and Rs.1
Crore.

Startup India Showcase Platform
Nearly 104 start-up companies from different industries have joined the Startup
India Showcase Platform.
About the Startup India Showcase Platform:
It is an online discovery platform for the country's most promising startups.
It is an online platform that showcases the country's best startups carefully selected
through various DPIIT and Startup India programs.
All DPIIT-accredited startups under Startup India are eligible to apply for
Showcase. Startups can apply on the Startup India website by filling in forms and
uploading their promotional videos and catalogs.
The startups are chosen for the portal by an apex committee appointed by the
DPIIT.
Portal characteristics include:
Visibility
Networking
Discovery
The Star Repository
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Showcased startups benefit from a variety of advantages, including potential
investments, potential customers/businesses, increased visibility and recognition,
access to government projects, and fundraising opportunities from relevant
investors.

Launch of Bad Bank
As a means of cleaning up bank books, Bad Bank was established for stressed
assets.
Highlights:
The establishment of a bad bank was announced in the Union Budget. It is known
as the National Asset Reconstruction Company Limited (NARCL).
The new entity was formed in collaboration with banks from both the public and
private sectors.
NARCL will take over the identified bad loans of the lender.
About Bad Bank:
A bad bank is an entity that acts as an aggregator of non-performing (bad loans)
loans or non-performing assets (NPA) and purchases them from the entire banking
industry at a discount, and then works to recover and resolve them.
These loans are classified as non-performing and are either about to default or are
already in default. These bad loans have a negative impact on a bank's balance
sheet.
Bad debt banks are similar to Asset Reconstruction Company (ARC), they take
these loans from banks and then manage them to recover as much as possible.

Establishment of Dairy Investment Accelerator
The government has established the Dairy Investment Accelerator.
About the Dairy Investment Accelerator:
The Dairy Investment Accelerator was established by the DAHD (Department of
Animal Husbandry and Dairying) of the Government of India under its investment
facilitation cell..
The goal is to devote special attention to promoting and facilitating investment in
the Indian dairy sector.
This Investment Accelerator is a cross-functional team formed to act as a point of
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contact for investors. It will provide assistance throughout the investment cycle:
Providing specific inputs for investment opportunity evaluation
Answering questions about government scheme applications
Making contact with strategic partners
Providing on-the-ground assistance in collaboration with state departments and
relevant authorities
The Dairy Investment Accelerator work together with DAHD to organize a series
of events with global & local industry participants, and hold one-on-one
discussions with investors to understand their views, promote direct interaction
with government officials and other industry players

Book Village in Kerala State
Perumkulam (Kollam District) has been bestowed with the title first Book Village
of Kerala. This aimed at encouraging the habit of reading. Perumkulam is village in
Kulakkada (near Kottarakkara) in Kollam district of Kerala. Bapuji Smaraka
Grandhasala, a library in the village, is at the forefront to make it the first book
village of the State.
About the library:
The library teaches passion towards reading by setting up bookshelves, or Book
Nests' placed at different village corners. Everbody has the right to take books from
the book nests, read them, and should keep them back.
Eleven shelves have been set up in the perumkulam village, and the house more
than 7000 books.
The library delivers books to homes. Legendary Malayalam writer M.T.
Vasudevan Nair called it as the Book village'.
So, State Library Council reported its unique feat to the CM, and he officially
conferred the title of Book village to Perumkulam on Reading Day.
A team has been appointed for distribution of books by adhering to COVID norms.
Eminent author M. Mukundan serves as the patron of library.

Indian Institute of Heritage to be set up in India
The central government has planned to set up the Indian Institute of Heritage at
Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar.
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Highlights:
This will impact higher education & research in the field of rich Indian heritage
and its conservation, leading to Masters and PhD courses in History of Arts,
Conservation, Museology, Archival Studies, Archaeology, Preventive
Conservation, Epigraphy and Numismatics, Manuscriptology as well as
conservation training facilities to in-service employees and students of the institute.
This institute is being set up is deemed to be a university by integrating Institute of
Archaeology (Pt Deendayal Upadhyaya Institute of Archaeology), School of
Archival Studies under National Archives of India, New Delhi, the National
Research Laboratory for Conservation of Cultural Property (NRLC), Lucknow,
National Museum Institute of History of Art, Conservation and Museology
(NMICHM) and Academic Wing of Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts
(IGNCA), New Delhi.

Rejuvenation of Rivers in Uttarakhand
The NMCG (National Mission for Clean Ganga) was launched in June 2014. In the
36th Executive Committee of the National Mission for Clean Ganga, new projects
were approved for the rejuvenation of six rivers in the state of Uttarakhand.
Highlights:
According to the CPCB (Central Pollution Control Board), there are nine polluted
stretches in Uttarakhand, and six are in the Udham Singh Nagar district on various
tributaries or small rivers such as Bhela, Dhela, Kichha, Nandor, Pilankha and
Kosi.
The projects shall cover the 6 polluted river stretches in the Kumaon region. Out of
the rest three polluted stretches, the task of Ganga at Jagjeetpur, Haridwar has been
commissioned already, and on the remaining two, Namami Gange projects are
already under execution.
It also approved Sewerage (I&D) scheme (Dhela River) Phase-1 of District Udham
Singh Nagar, Uttarakhand under Namami Gange Programme at a sanctioned cost of
Rs 199.36 crore.

Arogya Rakshak Launched by LIC
The Arogya Rakshak, a non-linked, non-participating, regular premium, individual
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health insurance plan, has been introduced by the Life Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC). The plan offers fixed benefit health insurance cover against certain
specified health risks. It offers timely support in medical emergencies and helps the
insured and his family remain financially independent in difficult times.
Features:
The Arogya Rakshak scheme is completely different from regular health insurance
in terms of method of payment reimbursement.
The comprehensive health policies reimburse the original cost incurred on the
treatment, up to the limit of the sum insured.
But the Arogya Rakshak policy pays a lump sum benefit equal to the sum insured
irrespective of original medical treatment costs.
People can insure themselves (as the principal insured), their spouse, all children,
and parents, i.e., their family, under 1 policy.
The Arogya Rakshak policy is available for principal insured/spouse/parents aged
between 18 and 65 and children of 91 days to 20 years.
The cover period available for principal insured/spouse/parents is up to 80 years,
while the same is available only for children up to 25 years.

Three Monuments in Adarsh Smarak Scheme
Andhra Pradesh's three monuments have been designated as "Adarsh Smarak" in
order to provide additional services.
Highlights:
According to the Adarsh Smarak scheme, three monuments in Andhra Pradesh
have been identified to provide additional facilities and make them more suitable
for tourists.
The monuments are as follows:
Nagarjunakonda Monuments
Salihundam Buddhist Remains
Lepakshi's Veerabhadra Temple
About the Adarsh Smarak Scheme:
The Ministry of Culture launched the scheme in 2014 with the goal of improving
visitor amenities at historical and archaeological monuments/sites.
It also aims to improve monument preservation.
The monuments on the list will have all of the tourist amenities required by
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international standards, such as wi-fi, signage, security, encroachment-free zones,
interpretation centres, and so on.
The scheme's objectives are as follows:
To make monuments more accessible to visitors.
To improve/provide restrooms, drinking water, signage, a cafeteria, and wi-fi
access.
To provide interpretation services as well as audio-visual centres
To improve wastewater and garbage disposal, as well as to instal a rainwater
harvesting system.
To make the monuments accessible to people with disabilities.
To carry out the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.

SMILE Scheme - Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
The government has devised a plan that includes comprehensive measures to
improve the well-being of beggars.
About SMILE:
The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has developed a scheme called
SMILE Support for Marginalized Individuals for Livelihood and Enterprise, which
includes a sub-scheme called Central Sector Scheme for Comprehensive
Rehabilitation of Persons Involved in Begging.
The scheme focuses heavily on rehabilitation, medical facilities, counselling, basic
documentation, education, skill development, economic links, and so on.
The scheme would be implemented with the help of state/local governments/local
urban bodies, non-profit organisations, community-based organisations (CBOs),
institutions, and others.
The scheme provides for the use of existing shelters provided by the state/UT
government and urban local governments to help people who engage in begging
recover
If existing shelter homes are not available, the implementing agencies will
establish new dedicated shelter homes.
The Ministry has also launched pilot projects in ten cities, including Delhi,
Bangalore, Chennai, Hyderabad, Indore, Lucknow, Mumbai, Nagpur, Patna, and
Ahmedabad, on Comprehensive Rehabilitation of Persons Engaged in the Act of
Begging.
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Sero Survey - Population Affected by Covid
Antibodies against the coronavirus are present in two-thirds of India's population.
67.6 percent of adults were seropositive, and more than 62 percent were
unvaccinated. Around 400 million of India's 1.4 billion people do not have
antibodies
About the Sero Survey:
Sero studies are often called sero surveys, which check how many people in the
population are infected with COVID-19.
The sero survey roughly shows the following points:
The percentage (%) of the population that has been infected with the virus.
Which groups have more exposure or higher infection rates
The progress of the infection rate in a specific area.
How close are we to herd immunity

Supreme Court Quashes Part of Cooperative Amendment
Certain provisions of the Constitution (97th Amendment) Act, 2011, were struck
down by the Supreme Court. In 2013, the Gujarat High Court struck down certain
provisions of the 97th CAA, arguing that Parliament cannot enact laws concerning
cooperative societies because they are a state subject. The Centre filed an appeal in
the Supreme Court (SC).
Highlights:
Maintain the validity of the 97th Constitutional Amendment
However, Justice Nariman's dissenting judgment overturned the entire 97th CAA..
Struck down a section of Part IXB dealing with cooperative societies limited to
states. The Court ruled that co-operative societies fall under the exclusive
legislative power of state legislatures and that the Centre cannot limit the exclusive
authority of the states.
However, Part IXB of the Constitution is only applicable to multi-State cooperative societies. This is due to the fact that Multi-State Cooperatives fall under
the Union List.
The court also took issue with the fact that the 97th Constitutional Amendment
was enacted without state ratification.
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Roadmap of Rural Tourism Development and Draft National Strategy in India
The Ministry of Tourism has requested feedback/comments/suggestions on the
draft National Strategy and Roadmap for Rural Tourism Development in India from
all State Governments/UT Administrations.
Highlights:
Rural tourism refers to any type of tourism that highlights rural life, art, culture,
and heritage in rural areas.
It benefits the local community economically and socially, as well as allowing
tourists and locals to interact for a more enriching tourism experience.
Rural tourism can make a significant contribution to Aatmanirbhar Bharat's
mission if it is driven by the spirit of "Vocal for Local."
The Ministry of Tourism has designated the Rural Circuit as one of the Swadesh
Darshan Scheme's thematic circuits.
It focuses on key pillars such as
Rural tourism policy models and best practices
Rural tourism digital technologies and platforms
Establishing rural tourism clusters
Rural tourism marketing assistance
Stakeholder capacity building
Governance and Institutional Framework.

India Has Improved in Survey is Conducted by the UNESCAP
India has secured 90.32 % in the UN Global Survey on Digital and Sustainable
Trade Facilitation 2021. The score of India in 2019 was 78.49 per cent.
Highlights:
The overall score is found to be greater than many OECD countries, including
France, UK, Canada, Norway, Finland. India is the best-performing country
compared to the South and South-West Asia region (63.12%) and the Asia Pacific
region (65.85%). The overall score of India is even more significant than the
average score of the EU.
The significant improvement of India in the scores on all 5 key indicators:
Transparency: 100% - 2021 / 93.33% - 2019; Formalities: 95.83% - 2021 / 87.5% 2019; Institutional Arrangement and Cooperation: 88.89% - 2021 / 66.67% in 2019;
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Paperless Trade: 96.3% in 2021 / 81.48% - 201; Cross-Border Paperless Trade:
66.67% - 2021 / 55.56% - 2019
The survey is conducted by the UNESCAP (United Nation's Economic and Social
Commission for the Asia Pacific) every two years since 2015 to help countries
benchmark and reduce the time and cost of trading across borders and helps
businesses in their investment decisions.
The survey evaluates 143 economies on 58 trade facilitation measures covered by
the WTO's Trade Facilitation Agreement and five key indicators: Transparency,
Formalities, Institutional Arrangement and Cooperation, Paperless Trade, and CrossBorder Paperless Trade.

Production Linked Incentive Scheme for Specialty Steel
The Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for Specialty Steel has been
approved by the Union Cabinet.
Highlights:
The scheme will last five years, from 2023-24 to 2027-28.
The five specialty steel categories chosen for the PLI Scheme are as follows:
Steel Coated/Plated Products
Steel with a high strength/wear resistance
Specialty Rails
Steel wires and alloy steel products
Electrical Steel
PLI incentive measures have 3 sectors, the lowest is 4%, and the highest is 12%,
which have been provided for CRGO.
Scheme's Requirement
With a budget of Rs. 6322 crores, the scheme is expected to generate
approximately 40,000 crores in investment and a capacity addition of 25 MT for
speciality steel.
By the end of 2026-27, speciality steel production is expected to reach 42 million
tonnes.
Speciality steel was selected as the goal segment because of the 102 million tons of
steel produced in India in 2020-21, the country only produced 18 million tons of
value-added steel/Specialty steel
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Bhartiya Prakritik Krishi Padhati - Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana
Since 2020-21, the government is implementing Bhartiya Prakritik Krishi Padhati
as a sub-program of Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana to promote traditional
indigenous customs and practices.
About Bhartiya Prakritik Krishi Padhati (BPKP):
The scheme focuses primarily on eliminating all synthetic chemical inputs and
promoting on-farm biomass recycling, with a particular emphasis on
Mulching with biomass
Utilization of cow dung-urine formulations
Plant-based preparations
Soil aeration is done on a regular basis.
Under BPKP, financial assistance of Rs 12,200 per hectare is provided for 3 years
for cluster formation, capacity building, and continuous management of welltrained personnel, certification and residue analysis

Clean Ganga Fund - CGF
CSR Projects under Namami Gange Programme.
Highlights:
The Government of India established the Clean Ganges Fund (CGF) in accordance
with the Indian Trust Act of 1882. As a trust, it allows Indian residents, nonresident Indians (NRI) and people of Indian descent (PIO), and enterprises (public
and private sectors) to Contribute to the protection of the Ganges.
Donations to the Clean Ganga Fund fall within the scope of corporate social
responsibility activities as defined in Schedule VII of the 2013 Companies Act.
Under CSR, the following activities are available:
Construction/Modification/Extension of Ghats
Ghats must be cleaned.
Providing amenities at key Ghats.
Construction/Modification/Extension of Crematoria
The Ganga Gram.
Nallas and Drains Bioremediation
IEC (Information, Education, and Communication) Activities
Trash Skimmers are used to clean the river's surface.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 19 - July 25, 2021)

Management of Solid Waste
Plantation of trees

Catch the Rain Project - Jal Shakti Abhiyan
PM Modi announced the Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch The Rain initiative in March
2022. (on World Water Day).
Highlights:
The National Water Mission's (NWM) "Catch The Rain" campaign, with the
tagline "Catch the rain, where it falls, when it falls," to promote states and
stakeholders to create appropriate rainwater harvesting structures (RWHS) and
suitable for climatic conditions and the underground formation before the monsoon
season.
The main activities of this campaign include:
Drive making inspection dams
Water harvesting pits
Rooftop RWHS
Encroachment removal and de-silting of tanks to increase storage capacity
Removal of impediments in the channels that bring water to them from catchment
areas.
Step-well repairs
Restoring water to aquifers using defunct borewells and unused wells
States have been asked to set up "Rain Centres" in each
district/collectorate/municipality or GP office to facilitate these activities.
The center will serve as a technical guidance center for everyone in the area to
learn how to catch rain, when it falls, and where it rains.

Schemes for the Welfare of the Minorities
The government is implementing various schems to promote the welfare and
promotion of all sectors of society, including ethnic minorities, especially the
economically weaker and oppressed sectors throughout the country
This information was provided in the Lok Sabha by the Union Minister for
Minority Affairs.
Highlights:
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These schemess/programs implemented by the Minority Affairs Ministry are:
Pre-Matric Scholarship, Post-Matric Scholarship, Merit based Scholarship Scheme
Maulana Azad National Fellowship Scheme
Naya Savera Allied and Free Coaching scheme
Padho Pardesh Scheme
Nai Udaan
Nai Roshni
Seekho Aur Kamao
Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakram (PMJVK)
Jiyo Parsi
Upgrading traditional arts/craftsmanship skills and training
Nai Manzil
Hamari Dharohar
Maulana Azad Education Foundation (MAEF)
National Minorities Development & Finance Corporation equity

Govt. Portal for Children Orphaned by COVID
For children orphaned by COVID-19, the government has established a portal that
is accessible to all states and union territories. Any citizen can use the portal to
notify the administration about a child who is eligible for assistance under this
scheme.
Highlights:
The central government has announced the "PM-CARES for Children" scheme for
all children orphaned by Covid-19.
Features of the Scheme:
A corpus of Rs. 10 lakh
Children's Education (under the age of ten)
Children's Education (11-18 years)
Higher education
Medical Insurance

Honey Mission Programme Launched by KVIC
During 2017-18, the Khadi & Village Industries Commission (KVIC) of the
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Ministry of MSME launched the Honey Mission programme.
Highlights:
It is being implemented in rural India to promote beekeeping activities and provide
self-sustaining employment opportunities for farmers, Adivasis, and unemployed
youth.
Beneficiaries receive Bee Boxes, tool kits, live bee colonies, and training as part of
the program.
Additionally, traditional beekeepers are provided with long-term employment
through the Ministry of MSME's Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional
Industries (SFURTI), which organises them into clusters and provides them with
new machinery and training.
The scheme has approved 29 honey clusters, which will benefit 13,388 beekeepers,
and the Indian government has provided financial assistance of Rs.68.65 crore.
It is also proposed that in the financial year 2021-22, eight Self-Help Groups be
formed to benefit 80 beekeepers in the Bundelkhand Region.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Map Services Enabled in UMANG App
Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY) enables map services in
UMANG App.
Details:
MeitY has enabled map services in the UMANG App through an MoU with
MapmyIndia which is a private firm.
The integration of UMANG with MapmyIndia Maps will enable the citizens to
find government facilities nearest to their location, such as blood banks, mandis and
more, at the click of a button.
They can also see these on the most detailed and interactive street and village level
maps of India, by MapmyIndia.
People can also view the driving distance, get directions, and turn voice & visual
guidance to locations, including traffic and road safety alerts during their
navigation.
UMANG app has started to provide map functionality through MapmyIndia
services like Mera Ration, eNAM, Damini etc.,

Bio-toilets in Railways
A bio-toilet is a dry toilet that treats human waste through a biological process
known as composting.
Highlights:
It uses specific high graded bacteria (aerobic or anaerobic) to decompose human
excretory waste in a digester tank, converting it into methane gas, carbon dioxide
gas, and water.
It treats human waste at the source. A group of anaerobic bacteria has been adapted
to enter the biological digester as an inoculum (seed material) at temperatures as
low as -5 degrees Celsius and as high as 50 degrees Celsius to convert human
organic waste into water, methane and carbon dioxide gas.
The anaerobic process inactivates pathogens that cause water-borne diseases and
treats excreta without the use of an external energy source.
However, bio-toilets can become clogged when passengers throw cigarette butts,
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gutka pouches, plastic water bottles, plastic covers, liquor bottles, and food waste
into them.

MH-60R Multi Role Helicopters - MRH
The Indian Navy has accepted the first two MH-60R Multi Role Helicopters
(MRH).
Highlights:
The Indian Navy is obtaining 24 MH-60R MRH (Manufactured by Lockheed
Martin corporation) from the US (United States) government at an estimated cost of
US$2.4 billion.
The first two Sikorsky MH-60R multi-purpose helicopters have been handed over
from the US Navy to the Indian Navy. At present, the MH-60R is the most
advanced maritime multi-mission helicopter.
The addition of these all-weather MRHs would improve the Indian Navy's threedimensional capabilities.
The helicopters would also be outfitted with a variety of unique weapons and
equipment.
According to the Defense ministry, the proposed sale will provide India with the
ability to perform anti-surface and anti-submarine warfare missions, as well as the
ability to perform secondary tasks including vertical resupply, search and rescue,
and communications relay.
India will use its enhanced capabilities to strengthen its homeland defense and to
deter regional threats

Mercury - Iron heart
A study conducted by researchers at the University of Maryland refuted the
widespread hypothesis why Mercury's core has a larger core relative to its mantle
(the layer between its core and the crust).
Highlights:
Scientists had previously argued that hit-and-run collisions with other bodies
during the formation of our solar system resulted in the removal of much of
Mercury's rocky mantle, leaving behind the large, dense metal core inside.
But new research shows that the sun's magnetism is the cause of this situation, not
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the cause of the collision.
The researchers created a model that shows how the distance from the Sun's
magnetic field affects the density, mass, and iron content of a rocky planet's core.
When the four inner planets of our solar system move away from the sun, the metal
content in the core will decrease, which is a gradient
The current study explains this by demonstrating that the magnetic field of the Sun
influenced the distribution of raw materials in the early solar system.
The new model demonstrates that during the early stages of our solar system's
formation, when the young Sun was surrounded by a swirling cloud of dust and
gas, grains of iron were drawn toward the Sun's magnetic field.
When planets begin to form from clumps of dust and gas, planets closer to the sun
absorb more iron in their cores than planets farther from the sun.

First Human Case of Monkey B Virus
China has reported the 1st human infection case with the Monkey B virus (BV).
Monkey B virus is an alphaherpesvirus enzootic (endemic) in macaques, and it was
initially isolated in 1932.
Highlights:
Alphaherpesviruses are pathogens or neuroinvasive viruses that establish lifelong
infections in the peripheral nervous system of humans and many other vertebrates.
B virus is commonly referred to as herpes B, herpes virus simiae, and herpesvirus
B.
B virus can survive for hours on surfaces, exceptionally when moist.
Transmission: The infection can be transmitted via direct contact and exchange of
monkeys' bodily secretions. The fatality rate is 70% to 80%.
Human-to-human Transmission: Till date, only one case has been documented
of an infected person spreading B virus to another person.
Symptoms: The initial indications of B virus infection are flu-like symptoms such
as fever & chills, muscle ache, fatigue and headache, following that person may
develop small blisters in the area that came in contact with the monkey. In the later
stage, the virus can lead to the loss of muscle coordination and neurological
damage.
Treatment: Currently, there are no vaccines that can protect against B virus
infection. Timely antiviral medications could help in reducing the risk to life.
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Successful Test-Fire of Russian Missile
Russia has test-fired its new S-500 air defence missile systems successfully from a
southern training range, Kapustin Yar, on 20 July 2021. As planned, This missile
hit a high-speed ballistic target.
Highlights:
The S-500 missile system is at the development phase by the Almaz-Antey Air
Defence Concern. After tests are completed, the first S-500 systems, named the
Triumfator-M and Prometheus, will be placed at an air defence unit outside
Moscow city.
The S-500 is an advanced anti-missile system globally and is expected to have a
range of nearly 600km.
The missile system is also capable of countering attacks from space.
The S-500, also known as Prometey or 55R6M Triumfator-M, is a Russian surfaceto-air missile/anti-ballistic missile system, the most advanced anti-missile system
globally and is capable of countering attacks from space.

Launch of E-100 Pilot Project
The E-100 Pilot Project has been launched. On World Environment Day, the E-100
Pilot Project was launched in Pune (5 June). The project's goal is to build a
nationwide network for ethanol production and distribution.
About Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme:
The Ethanol Blended Petrol Program was established in 2003 with the goal of
encouraging the use of renewable and environmentally friendly fuels while
reducing India's reliance on imports for energy security.
The government has set a target of 10% ethanol blending by 2022 and 20%
blending (E20) by 2030,with a starting of 5% blending.
The programme is carried out in accordance with the National Biofuels Policy.
Oil marketing companies (OMCs) will purchase ethanol from domestic sources at
government-set prices under this programme.
Until 2018, the only source of ethanol was sugarcane. The government has now
expanded the scheme's scope to include foodgrains such as maize, bajra, fruit and
vegetable waste, and so on, in order to produce ethanol.
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Wobble Effect of Moon - NASA
The Moon's Wobble has been identified by NASA as a potential issue in the near
future.
About the Moon's Wobble:
When the moon orbits an elliptical orbit, its speed changes, causing our view of the
"bright side" to appear at a slightly different angle. This is the so-called Moon's
wobble, or this is how it looks in our eyes
It is a regular swaying (Oscillation) in the moon's orbit, as well as a cyclical shift
of the moon's orbit.
The first mention of it was in 1728. This wobble will take 18.6 years to complete.
It serves as a backdrop for sea-level rise.
The position of the Moon, Earth, and Sun will be closely associated with this
surge.

WHO-GMP/COPP Certification for Ayurvedic Products
A central public sector company in the medicine industry has applied for COPP/
WHO-GMP certification for 18 Ayurvedic products. The CPSE is Indian Medicines
Pharmaceutical Corporation Ltd. (IMPCL), Mohan, Dist. Almora, Uttarakhand,
which is administered by the Ministry of AYUSH.
About WHO-GMP/COPP:
The certificate of medicine (CPP or COPP) is a certificate issued in the format
recommended by the World Health Organization (WHO).
Applications for granting WHO-GMP Certificate of Pharmaceutical Product
should be submitted to the respective regional/sub-regional officials as required.
The COPP will be issued by zonal/sub zonal officers on behalf of the Drugs
Controller General (India) following an inspection and satisfactory clearance by
CDSCO officers in accordance with WHO GMP guidelines.
It is valid for three years from the date of issue, after which companies can apply
for renewal.
The WHO-GMP certificate is required for pharmaceutical companies to sell
medicines in most global markets. A manufacturer in an exporting country must be
licenced by that country's regulatory authority and follow WHO-GMP guidelines.
COPP is issued in accordance with WHO-GMP according to the guidelines
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developed by health agencies and aims to reduce the risks inherent in the
production of medicines.
The certificate assists the regulator in ensuring that drugs are consistently
manufactured and quality controlled before leaving the country.
The Central Drug Standards Control Organization is the national drug regulatory
agency that monitors the import and export of drugs in the country through port
offices located in different regions of the country.

Tender for BharatNet Project Invited
Tender for Public-Private Partnership for the BharatNet Project has been invited.
Highlights:
Bharat Broadband Network Limited (BBNL) on behalf of the Ministry of
Telecommunications, through a public-private partnership model, invited global
tenders for the development (creation, upgrade, operation, maintenance and
utilization) of BharatNet in 9 separate packages in 16 states to obtain concession
rights for 30 years
Under this project, the government will provide grants of up to Rs. 19041 Crore as
Viability Gap Funding.
The project will cover 3.61 lakh villages (including Gram Panchayats) in Kerala,
Karnataka, Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, West Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Nagaland,
and Arunachal Pradesh.
The scope of work for this BharatNet PPP Project includes the following:
Connect the remaining unconnected GPs under the BharatNet project with all the
inhabited villages outside the GPs.
Conversion of the existing BharatNet Network's topology from linear to ring.
Operation and maintenance (O&M), as well as utilisation of both the existing and
newly deployed networks.

NEA Scout - New Spacecraft of NASA
The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has announced that
its new spacecraft, known as the Near-Earth Asteroid Scout or NEA Scout, has
passed all required tests and is now safely tucked inside the Space Launch System
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rocket.
About NEA Scout:
It is a miniaturized spacecraft called a CubeSat.
Its primary mission is to fly by and collect data from a near-Earth asteroid.
It is one of several payloads that will accompany Artemis I, which is scheduled to
launch in November 2021.
NEA Scout will be launched to the moon along with other small satellite
constellations on Artemis 1 in 2021
On the moon, NEA Scout will deploy its 86-square-meter solar sail & slowly spiral
out of the moon's orbit.
It will travel to a near-Earth asteroid and perform a slow fly-by, capturing close-up
images of the surface.
The images collected by NEA Scout will provide key information about the
physical properties of the asteroid, such as its orbit, volume, shape, rotation,
surrounding dust and debris fields, and its surface characteristics.

Human Case of Bird Flu
The Haryana's IDSP National Surveillance Unit, will conduct an epidemiological
investigation of the 1st human case of avian influenza (Bird Flu).
Highlights:
Haryana's IDSP State Surveillance Unit has launched an epidemiological
investigation into the country's first documented human case of bird flu, an 11-yearold boy who died of the infection at AIIMS recently.
The child was identified as the first human case of H5Nx in Gurgaon, Haryana. In
late June, the boy was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukaemia (AML) at AIIMS.
The animal husbandry department has not found any suspected cases of avian
influenza in the area, and has strengthened surveillance within 10 kilometers as a
preventive measure. Furthermore, the NCDC is conducting an epidemiological
investigation in collaboration with the animal husbandry department and the State
government surveillance unit, and appropriate public health measures have been
implemented.
About the Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP):
It is a major national health programme implemented across all states and UTs as
part of the National Health Mission.
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The programme's primary objective is to maintain/strengthen a decentralised labbased IT-enabled disease surveillance system for epidemic-prone diseases in order
to monitor disease trends and detect and respond to outbreaks in their early stages
through trained Rapid Response Teams (RRTs).
The IDSP was established in 2004 by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare's
National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC)

New Generation of Akash Surface-to-Air missile
The DRDO successfully flight-tested a new generation of Akash surface-to-air
missiles from an integrated test range off the coast of Odisha, enhancing air defence
capabilities. Compared with the original version, the new variant of Akash-NG has
a slightly better range and can strike targets at a distance of about 25 kilometers.
During testing, the missile demonstrated the high manoeuvrability required to
eliminate rapid and agile aerial threats.
About Akash Missile System:
Akash is India's first indigenously manufactured medium-range Surface-to-Air
missile capable of engaging multiple targets from multiple directions.
Manufacturer: Defense Research and Development Organization (DRDO)
The all-weather missile can engage targets at a speed 2.5 times faster than the
speed of sound and detect and destroy targets flying at low, medium, and high
altitudes.
The design and development of the Akash missile system is part of India's 30-year
Integrated Guided-Missile Development Programme (IGMDP), which also includes
other missiles such as Nag, Agni, Trishul, and Prithvi..
This nuclear-capable missile can reach speeds of up to 2.5 Mach (nearly 860 m/s)
and a maximum altitude of 18 km.
It has a range of 30 km and can strike enemy aerial targets.
Akash's distinguishing features:
It is capable of being launched from mobile platforms such as battle tanks or
wheeled trucks. It has a kill probability of nearly 90%.
The missile is aided by an indigenously developed radar known as 'Rajendra,'
which is capable of handling multiple targets from multiple directions in group or
autonomous mode.
Because of its solid-fuel technology and high-tech radars, the missile is said to be
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less expensive and more accurate than the Patriot missiles used by the United
States.

New Shephard Rocket System - Amazon CEO
Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos returned to Earth after a 10-minute flight into space
aboard Blue Origin's New Shepard spacecraft. The astronaut experienced zero
gravity for three to four minutes and crossed the internationally recognized space
boundary Krmn Line
About New Shephard, the rocket system:
It is a rocket system designed to successfully transport tourists to space.
Blue Origin, a private space company based in the United States, built the system.
New Shepard is named after astronaut Alan Shepard, who was the first American
to enter space.
It provides flights to space more than 100 kilometres above the Earth as well as
payload accommodation.
The system is a vertical takeoff and vertical landing space vehicle that is fully
reusable.
The following are the mission's scientific objectives:
This is a rocket system designed to carry astronauts and research payloads across
the Karman line
The goal is to make access to space easier and less expensive for purposes such as
academic research, corporate technology development, entrepreneurial ventures,
and space tourism, among others.

Roadmap for Offshore Wind Energy of India
The New and Renewable Energy Ministry has set a goal of 5 GW of offshore wind
energy capacity installed by 2022 and 30 GW by 2030. With its 7,600 km of
coastline, India has the potential to generate 127 GW of offshore wind energy.
About Offshore Wind Energy:
Wind energy is typically classified into two "types":
Onshore wind farms are large wind turbine installations that are located on land.
Offshore wind farms, which are wind farms deployed within the water bodies.
They generate electricity by utilising the sea winds.
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Fixed-foundation turbines or floating wind turbines are used in offshore wind
farms.
Offshore wind farms must be at least 200 nautical miles from the coast and at least
50 feet deep in the ocean.
The generated electricity is returned to shore via cables buried in the ocean floor.

Indigenously Developed MPATGM for Minimum Range
In a major push for AatmaNirbhar Bharat and the strengthening of the Indian army,
DRDO successfully conducted flight tests on the indigenously developed lowweight, firepower and forget Man Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile (MPATGM).
Highlights:
The test successfully validated the minimum range.
The maximum range of the missile has already been successfully flight tested.
The missile is equipped with the most advanced miniature infrared imaging seeker
and advanced avionics.
The test made the development of an indigenous third-generation MPATGM
nearly completed.

Dvara E-Dairy Solutions Launched AI Digital Tag
Dvara E-Dairy Solutions has launched an AI (artificial intelligence) led digital tag,
Surabhi e-Tag, to identify cattle based on muzzle identity. Dvara E-Dairy Solutions
is a portfolio company of Dvara Holdings. This digital tag will be used for cattle
insurance products offered in partnership with IFFCO Tokio General Insurance.
Highlights:
Muzzle images of the cattle are collected through the Surabhi mobile application
and stored in hi-resolution images as a unique digital identity.
The artificial intelligence-driven mobile application of Dvara E-Dairy captures
muzzle images with the mobile phone, compares the cattle's unique digital identity
stored in a secured cloud server and retrieves the results in less than 60 seconds.
Conventional methods like polyurethane ear tags (PU ear tags) can be easily
tampered with and are prone to duplication and fraud.
Also, Injectable Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) tags are considered
expensive and require specialized skills.
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On the other hand, muzzle printing or nose printing is a unique identifier because it
perceives patchy traits on the muzzle of cattle, just like human fingerprints.
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DEFENCE
Exercises between the Indian Navy and the Royal Navy Carrier Strike Group
The Indian Navy and the Royal Navy Aircraft Carrier Strike Group (CSG)-21
participated in a two-day bilateral Passage exercise (PASSEX) in the Bay of
Bengal, led by HMS Queen Elizabeth.
Highlights:
The bilateral maritime exercises are designed to hone the capabilities of the two
navies to work together at sea.
The 1st exercise between the Royal Navy's newest aircraft carrier and the Indian
Navy , the Queen Elizabeth, included the participation of CSG-21, which included
the Type 23 frigate and an alert-class submarine, as well as other surface warships.
The Indian Navy is represented by INS Ranvir, INS Satpura, INS Kavaratti, INS
Jyoti, INS Kulish and a submarine. The P8I, a long-range maritime reconnaissance
aircraft with anti-submarine warfare capabilities, also participated in the exercise.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Launch of National Logistics Excellence Awards
The government launches the National Logistics Excellence Award
About the National Logistics Excellence Awards:
The awards were created in order to draw attention to the logistics industry.
The awards are divided into two categories: logistics infrastructure/service
providers in the first, and various user industries in the second.
The awards will recognise best practises such as consolidation, process
standardisation, technological advancement, digital transformations, and
sustainable practises.
The awards will highlight efforts in supply chain transformation, supplier
ecosystem development, skill development, automation, and other similar
endeavours for user industries.
The awards will also be an opportunity to recognise the extraordinary measures
taken by organisations to address the deficiencies exposed by the COVID-19
pandemic, such as last-mile delivery start-ups, the development of cold storage
facilities, the effective transportation of oxygen, and the continuous supply of
essential goods and services to the needy.
Organizations will be invited to submit entries via the website of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.
Selected entrants will present their case to a National Jury panel, which will select
the winners.
The panel will be chaired by the Special Secretary, Logistics Division, and will
include senior representatives from line ministries, logistics and supply chain
experts from top academic and research institutions, and CXO-level executives
from user industries and service providers.
In October 2021,the winners will be announced.

SKOCH Award for Cachar District
Keerthi Jalli Deputy Commissioner of Cachar received the National Silver SKOCH
Award a few days ago for Pushti Nirbhor (nutrition-dependent). Pushti Nirbhor is a
convergence project on transformation & development entailing setting up Nutri-
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gardens at houses in Dinnathpur Bagicha village. Dinnathpur Bagicha village is
near the India-Bangladesh border in the Katigorah circle of the Cachar district.
Under the project:
Thirty thousand seedlings of fruits, vegetables and herbal plants were distributed.
Each household of the village was given payment for 75 man-days for
implementation of the project.
The objective was to train the villagers toward becoming self-reliant during the
covid pandemic, grow enough for their own nutritional needs and to sell the surplus
in the markets.
About the award:
The award was instituted in 2003. SKOCH Award salutes people, projects and
institutions that go the extra mile to make India a better nation.
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SPORTS
Updation of Motto of the Olympics
The Motto of Olympics was updated to Faster, Higher, Stronger Together from
Faster, Higher, Stronger, on 20th July 2021. Motto updation was done to show
solidarity around the globe at the time of the Covid-19 pandemic. The International
Olympic Committee (IOC) has approved the change.
Highlights:
The Olympic motto was Citius, Altius, Fortius (in Latin) or Faster, Higher,
Stronger (in English), from 1894, when it was adopted at the suggestion of Pierre
de Coubertin, founder of the IOC (International Olympic Committee).
Citius, Altius, Fortius, Communiter is the Latin version of the new motto.
Ski mountaineering was approved as an extra sport for the Milan-Cortina Winter
Games which is to be in 2026. Ski mountaineering sport involves climbing
mountains either by carrying the skies or on them and then descending on skies. Ski
mountaineering is a prevalent sport in Italy. Five medal events for this category
were planned at the 2026 Games.
The 2020 summer Olympics will be in Tokyo, Japan from 23rd July to 8th August
2021. Actually, it was scheduled to be held in 2020 but was postponed to 2021 due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Summer Paralympics will be from 24th August
till 5th September in Tokyo.
International Olympic Committee (IOC) was founded in 1894, and it has its
headquarter is located in Lausanne, Switzerland. The current president of IOC is
Thomas Bach.

Summer Olympics and Paralympic Games - Australian city of Brisbane
The International Olympic Committee (IOC) has voted the Australian city of
Brisbane as the host city for the 2032 Summer Olympics & Paralympic Games.
Brisbane is the third Australian city to host the Olympic Games after Melbourne in
1956 and Sydney in 2000. With this, Australia will also become the only second
country globally, after the United States, to stage the summer Olympic Games in
three different cities.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 19 - July 25, 2021)

First Medal in Tokyo Games
Mirabai Chanu from Imphal won the silver medal and became the first Indian to
win an Olympic medal at the Tokyo Games 2020 in the Women's 49kg category.
Highlights:
Zhihui Hou of China won the gold medal in the women's 49-kg weightlifting at the
Tokyo Olympics, lifting 210 kg, while Windy Cantika Aisah of Indonesia won the
bronze medal. Chanu managed to lift 202 kg in the women's 49kg category to
become the second Indian weightlifter after Karnam Malleswari to win an Olympic
medal. Mirabai Chanu registered a new Olympic record with a successful lift of
115kg in clean and jerk.
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ARTS & CULTURE
Liverpool not s UNESCO World Heritage Site
On 21st July 2021, Liverpool was removed from UNESCO World Heritage sites
after being granted the title in 2004. The decision was taken after the UNESCO
committee did a secret ballot. They voted in favour of stripping Liverpool of this
status.
Highlights:
Liverpool gained its World Heritage status in the year 2004 in recognition of its
maritime history. In the 18th & 19th centuries, it was one of the world's major
trading centres.
The heritage list has been designed to preserve and recognize the buildings,
monuments and other sites, and this decision to remove Liverpool will puncture a
hole in the city's prestige.
Previously, only two sites have lost their heritage status: The Arabian Oryx
Sanctuary in Oman in 2007 and the Dresden Elbe Valley in Germany in 2009. Sites
are removed if they do not preserve and maintain the sites properly.
In 2012 the city was placed on the list for World Heritage in Danger. In Liverpool's
case, a 7 billion dollar regeneration plan for its historic waterfront caused the city's
removal from the list. The project also includes the building of luxury apartments
which raised concerns.
Liverpool's mayor, Joanne Anderson, said that she was disappointed by this
decision taken by UNESCO.

Historic Urban Landscape project of UNESCO
In Madhya Pradesh, Orchha and Gwalior cities have been selected by UNESCO
under its Historic Urban Landscape Project.
Highlights:
The project was started in 2011. The historic Urban Landscape project of UNESCO
for the cities of Orchha and Gwalior was launched by the Chief Minister of Madhya
Pradesh through video conferencing.Six cities of South Asia, including Varanasi
and Ajmer, are already involved in this landscape project. Gwalior and Orchha have
been selected as the 7th and 8th cities of South Asia.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Meeting of BRICS-CGETI
In July 2021, India will preside over a meeting of the BRICS Contact Group on
Economic and Trade Issues (CGETI).
Highlights:
During the three-day meeting, BRICS members deliberated on the following
proposals circulated by India to strengthen and expand intra-BRICS cooperation
and trade:
BRICS Collaboration on the Multilateral Trading System;
The BRICS Framework for E-Commerce Consumer Protection;
Mechanism for Resolving Non-Tariff Measures (NTM) for SPS/TBT Measures
Working Mechanism for Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS);
Framework for cooperation in the protection of genetic resources, traditional
knowledge, and traditional cultural expressions;
The BRICS Framework for Professional Services Cooperation.

G20 Meeting for Environment Minister
The G20 Meeting for Environment Ministers 2021 is one of the ministerial
meetings organized as part of the G20 Leaders Summit 2021. The meeting is hosted
by Italy in October 2021.
Highlights:
This will focus on three broad, interconnected pillars of action: People, Planet,
Prosperity. By this, the G20 aims to take the lead in ensuring a swift international
response to the COVID-19 able to provide equitable, worldwide access to
diagnostics, therapeutics & vaccines while building up resilience to future healthrelated shocks.
Hon'ble Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav will represent India in the
meeting with Ashwini Kumar Choubey (Minister of State) and senior officers of
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.
Countries Participated: The G20 is made up of European Union and 19
countries. The 19 countries are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China,
Germany, France, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, the Russian Federation,
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Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the UK, and the US.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
Nelson Mandela International Day - 18th July
The UN observes July 18 every year as Nelson Mandela International Day. This
day acknowledges Nelson Mandela's contribution to the struggle for democracy and
the promotion of a culture of peace all over the globe. This day is an occasion for
all to take action and inspire change.
Background:
On July 18, 2009, the first Mandela Day was observed in the city of New York.
The UNGA adopted a resolution on November 10, 2009, declaring 18 July as
Nelson Mandela International Day. Nelson Mandela day marks his contribution to
peace through his active involvement in resolving conflicts, promoting human
rights, international democracy, reconciliation, and addressing racial issues.
About Nelson Mandela:
Nelson was born on July 18, 1918, as Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela in Transkei,
South Africa. His father Nkosi Mphakanyiswa Gadla Mandela and mother was
Nonqaphi Nosekeni.
At 12 years, his father died, so Nelson became a ward of Jongintaba at the Great
Place at Mqhekezweni.
Nelson Mandela had sacrificed his life fighting for human rights, and he also
believed that everyone could make a difference in their communities for the globe
to be a better place.
In 1944, Nelson Mandela joined the African National Congress when he helped to
form the ANC Youth League (ANCYL). And in the year 1993, Nelson Mandela
and Frederik Willem de Klerk were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for their
contribution to the peaceful termination of the apartheid regime & laying the base
for a new democratic South Africa. Finally, In 1999, Nelson Mandela retired from
politics but remained a global advocate for peace on 5 December 2013. Mandela
died at his home in Johannesburg.

Foundation Day of Indian Council of Agriculture Research
Foundation Day of the Indian Council of Agriculture Research is on 16th July. And
this year is the 93rd foundation day.
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About ICAR:
Indian Council Agriculture Research is an autonomous body responsible for
coordinating agricultural education and research in India.
Indian Council Agriculture Research is the largest network of agricultural research
& education institutes in the world.
This body reports to the Department of Agricultural Research and Education under
the Union Ministry of Agriculture.
The Union Minister of Agriculture serves as its president.
Headquarters: New Delhi
ICAR is earlier known as the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. And, it
was established on July 16, 1929, as a registered society under the Societies
Registration Act, 1860.

Science Exploration Day - 20th July
Science Exploration Day is also called Moon Day. Moon Day is marked every year
on July 20. In 1969, Neil Armstrong and Edwin Buzz' Aldrin became the first
humans to land on the Moon's surface.
Highlights:
The origins of Space Exploration Day date back to man first walking on the moon,
with the day itself first observed to commemorate this historical event during
events held in the early 1970s. Neil Armstrong was said to be the 1st man to set
foot on the surface of the moon. The Armstrong- Aldrin duo spent about 21.5 hours
on the moon's surface, out of which they spent nearly 2.5 hours outside of their
capsules. To commemorate their achievement, the day was declared a holiday in
1984 by the then President of the United States, Ronald Reagan.

International Chess Day - 20th July
The International Chess Day is celebrated each and every on 20 July, since 1966.
International Chess Day celebrates one of the most ancient and most popular games
in history.
Highlights:
The game promotes fairness, equality, mutual respect, and understanding among
nations. It was on this day that the International Chess Federation (FIDE) was
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founded in 1924.
The idea to celebrate the day as UNESCO proposed the international chess day.
This Chess day has been observed in 178 countries, and a resolution officially
recognizing it was signed by the United Nations in 2019.
Chess was invented in India in the 5th century; this board game was initially called
Chaturanga. Chess, one of the oldest games of this era. After the game development
in India, it eventually spread to Persia.
The 1st modern chess tournament was held in 1851 in London and won by German
Adolf Anderssen. On 20 July 1924, at the eighth summer Olympic games in Paris,
France, the FIDE (World Chess Federation) was founded.

World Fragile X Day - 22nd July
World Fragile X Awareness Day is observed on July 22nd. On this day, various
communities around the world illuminate various landmarks and monuments.
Highlights:
World Fragile X Day honours the families affected by Fragile X and raises
awareness of the progress of cure-finding research.
Monuments and landmarks around the world are illuminated on World Fragile X
Day.
World Fragile X Day began with the FRAXA Research Foundation collaborating
with communities all over the world to raise Fragile X awareness while working
toward effective treatments and a cure.
About Fragile X:
Fragile X Syndrome (FXS) is an inherited disease passed from parents to children
that can lead to developmental and intellectual disabilities.
Martin-Bell syndrome is another name for Fragile X Syndrome.
FXS is the most common hereditary mental disability disease in boys, affecting
one in every 4,000 boys.
It affects 1 in every 8,000 girls, making it less common.
FXS patients frequently have developmental and learning issues.
This is a chronic disease, and only some people with FXS disease can live
independently.

National Broadcasting Day - 23rd July
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National Broadcasting Day is designated on July 23 each and every year to
celebrate the radio, an essential part of people's lives in India, both as an accessible
medium of entertainment and the news. The first-ever radio broadcast went on air
from the Bombay Station under the Indian Broadcasting Company in 1927.
History:
The first broadcast of radio was happened on 23 July 1927, from Bombay Station.
The Bombay station was then owned by the Indian Broadcasting Company, a
private company.
The State took over the broadcasting on 1st April 1930, & renamed it as Indian
State Broadcasting Service.
Initially, It was on an experimental basis. It permanently came under government
control in the year 1932.
On June 8, 1936, the Indian State Broadcasting Service became All India Radio
(AIR). At present, All India Radio is one of the largest public broadcasting
organisations in the world.

World Brain Day - 22nd July
World Brain Day is celebrated by the World Federation of Neurology (WFN) on
July 22 each and every year, focusing on a different theme each year.
Highlights:
Many public awareness programmes and educational & social media activities
promote the movement to stop multiple sclerosis, commencing July 22, 2021, &
continuing until October 2022. The theme for this World Brain Day is "Stop
Multiple Sclerosis". World Brain Day advocates early diagnosis of this condition
that can help improve the patient's quality of life.

Aaykar Diwas - 24th July
The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) observed the 161st Income Tax Day
(also known as Aaykar Diwas) on July 24 2021.
Highlights:
In India, the Income Tax Day is celebrated every year on July 24, as it was on July
24 1980, that Income Tax was introduced in India by Sir James Wilson. The
purpose of this tax was to compensate for the losses incurred by the British during
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the 1st war of independence against British Rule in 1857. July 24 was first
celebrated as Income Tax day in 2010.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
MoU Between NABARD and Bank of Maharashtra
Bank of Maharashtra and the National Bank for Agriculture & Rural Development
(NABARD) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
Highlights:
The MoU is to boost ongoing developmental initiatives linked to priority sector
lending in Maharashtra. It is on a collaborative approach to enhance rural prosperity
through the convergence of institutional lending & ongoing development initiative.
The MoU envisages joint initiatives for farmers, farmer producer organisations,
joint liability groups, self-help groups, rural artisans, weavers, Agri-preneurs, Agri
start-ups, micro, small and medium enterprises in the State.

MoU Between Indian Navy and Kotak Mahindra
The Indian Navy (IN) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Kotak
Mahindra for salary accounts of all its personnel. It includes both serving and
retired.
Highlights:
The Bank will reportedly offer unique salary account benefits like enhanced
complimentary personal accident insurance cover, special education benefit for
children, additional girl child benefit, attractive rates, & zero processing fees on
personal loans, car loans and home loans. The Kotak Mahindra salary account
provides a variety of privileges, and have further personalized offerings for the
needs of Indian Navy personnel and their families.
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INDEX / LIST
India Inequality Report 2021 - Oxfam
Oxfam India's report entitled "Inequality Report 2021: India's Unequal Health Care
Story" shows that due to the lack of universal health coverage (UHC), socioeconomic inequality permeates the health sector and is marginalized.
Highlights:
It provides a comprehensive analysis of health outcomes across different
socioeconomic groups in order to assess the level of health inequality that exists in
the country.
The findings are primarily based on secondary analysis of the National Family
Health Survey rounds 3 and 4 as well as various rounds of the National Sample
Survey.
Finding of the Report:
The performance of different groups: the general category performs better than SC
and ST; Hindus perform better than Muslims; the rich perform better than the poor;
men live better than women; the urban population is better than rural population in
all health indicators
State performance: States that have been reducing inequality in the past few
years, such as the inequality in access to health between the general category and
the SC and ST populations, but have fewer confirmed Covid cases, such as
Himachal Pradesh, Telangana, and Rajasthan.
Rural-Urban Divide: This was highlighted during the second wave of the
Covid-19 pandemic, when rural areas experienced a shortage of tests, oxygen, or
hospital beds.
Doctor-to-person ratio: According to the 2017 National Health Record, there is
one government allopathic doctor for every 10,189 people and one public hospital
for every 90,343 people.
Hospital Beds: Because of insufficient investment in public health infrastructure,
the number of beds in the country has actually decreased, from 9 beds per 10,000
people in the 2010 Human Development Report to there is only 5 beds per 10,000
people today.
Women Literacy: While literacy among women has improved across social
groups over the years, SC and ST women lag behind the general category by 18.6
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percent and 2 percent, respectively.
Sanitation: In terms of sanitation, 65.7 percent of general-category households
have access to improved, non-shared sanitation facilities, while SC households are
28.5 percent behind and ST households are 39.8 percent behind.
Immunization: At 55.8 percent, ST households are still 6.2 percent less
immunised than the national average, with Muslims having the lowest rate of any
socio-religious group, at 55.4 percent.
Life Expectancy: Based on wealth, the bottom 20% of households have a life
expectancy of 65.1 years, while the top 20% have a life expectancy of 72.7 years.
Antenatal Care: The percentage of mothers who received full antenatal care fell
from 37% in 2005-06 to 21% in 2015-16.
Infant Mortality Rate: The overall improvement in the infant mortality rate
(IMR) is not uniform across social groups. When compared to the general category,
Dalits, Adivasis, and OBCs have higher IMR.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When was Nelson Mandela International Day observed?
A.July 15
B.July 16
C.July 17
D.July 18

Answer D
Explanation The UN observes July 18 every year as Nelson Mandela International Day. This day
acknowledges Nelson Mandelas contribution to the struggle for democracy and the promotion of
a culture of peace all over the globe. This day is an occasion for all to take action and inspire
change.

2) What is the actual strength of Rajya Sabha?
A.250
B.245
C.230
D.242

Answer A
Explanation The Rajya Sabha should consist of not more than 250 members - 238 members
representing the States and Union Territories, and 12 members nominated by the President. Rajya
Sabha is a permanent body and is not subject to dissolution.

3) When was Indian Council of Agriculture Research established?
A.1926
B.1929
C.1932
D.1935

Answer B
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Explanation ICAR is earlier known as the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. And, it
was established on July 16, 1929, as a registered society under the Societies Registration Act,
1860.

4) Which of the following ministry launched School Innovation Ambassador
Training Program?
A.Education
B.Tribal Affairs
C.Both A and B
D.Health

Answer C
Explanation The SIATP programme aims at nurturing students with innovation capabilities,
develop them a culture of innovation and lay the base of a new and vibrant India.It was launched
jointly by the ministries of Education and Tribal Affairs.The program launched is a joint effort by
the Ministry of Education's Innovation Cell, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, CBSE and AICTE.

5) When was UMANG App released?
A.Nov 2015
B.Nov 2016
C.Nov 2017
D.Nov 2018

Answer C
Explanation Unified Mobile Application for New-age Governance, is a mobile app, a Digital
India initiative of Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, by the Government of
India for access to central and state government services. The app supports 13 Indian languages
and is available for Android, iOS and Windows.

6) The digital platform Kiran Sarathi is for _____________.
A.Health
B.Farmers
C.Education
D.None
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Answer B
Explanation Digital Platform Kisan Sarathi launched for farmers. It is a digital platform to
facilitate farmers to get the right information at the right time in their desired language.

7) When was U.S.-India Business Council founded?
A.1975
B.1980
C.1985
D.1990

Answer A
Explanation The U.S.-India Business Council was formed in 1975 as a business advocacy
organization to enlighten and encourage the private sectors of both India and United States to
enhance investment flows.

8) What is the principle used in bio toilets?
A.Aerobic
B.Anaerobic
C.Both
D.None

Answer C
Explanation Bio-toilet is a decomposition mechanized toilet system which decomposes human
excretory waste in the digester tank using specific high graded bacteria (aerobic or anaerobic)
further converting it into methane gas, Carbon dioxide gas and water.

9) What is the range of Sikorsky SH-60/MH-60 Seahawk?
A.700km
B.704km
C.750km
D.709km

Answer B
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Explanation The Sikorsky SH-60/MH-60 Seahawk is a twin turboshaft engine, multi-mission
United States Navy helicopter based on the United States Army UH-60 Black Hawk and a
member of the Sikorsky S-70 family. The most significant modifications are the folding main
rotor and a hinged tail to reduce its footprint aboard ships.

10) When was Chief Labour Commissioner (Central) Organization
established?
A.1945
B.1946
C.1947
D.1948

Answer A
Explanation The Chief Labour Commissioner (Central) Organization, also known as the Central
Industrial Relations Machinery, is the country's apex organisation in charge of maintaining
harmonious industrial relations, primarily in the sphere of Central Government. The office was
established in 1945.

11) When was Ministry of Road Transport and Highways formed?
A.1942
B.1945
C.1948
D.1949

Answer A
Explanation The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways is a ministry of the Government of
India, that is the apex body for formulation and administration of the rules, regulations and laws
relating to road transport, transport research and in also to increase the mobility and efficiency of
the road transport system in India.

12) When was Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana launched?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
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D.2018

Answer A
Explanation Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana is an initiative by the Government of India in which
affordable housing will be provided to the urban poor with a target of building 2 crore affordable
houses by 31 March 2022.

13) What is the atomic number of Mercury?
A.85
B.8
C.80
D.18

Answer C
Explanation Mercury is a chemical element with the symbol Hg and atomic number 80. It is
commonly known as quicksilver and was formerly named hydrargyrum.

14) Which of the following is situated in the heart of the historic Silk Road?
A.Pakistan
B.Afghanistan
C.Uzbekistan
D.USA

Answer B
Explanation The strategic location of Afghanistan is touted as a competitive advantage for the
nation.Afghanistan is bounded to the east and south by Pakistan, to the west by Iran, to the north
by Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan, and to the northeast by China.It is situated in the
heart of the historic Silk Road.

15) When was Chinas BRI established?
A.2012
B.2013
C.2014
D.2015
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Answer B
Explanation Chinas BRI:It was established in 2013. It is a multibillion-dollar initiative that aims
to connect Southeast Asia, Central Asia, the Gulf region, Africa, and Europe via land and sea
routes.

16) When was first Mandela Day observed?
A.2005
B.2007
C.2009
D.2011

Answer C
Explanation On July 18, 2009, the first Mandela Day was observed in the city of New York. The
UNGA adopted a resolution on November 10, 2009, declaring 18 July as Nelson Mandela
International Day.

17) What is the term of Rajya Sabha?
A.6 years
B.5 years
C.4 years
D.2 years

Answer A
Explanation Rajya Sabha (RS) is a permanent House of the parliament and is not subject to
dissolution. However, one-third of Members of the Rajya Sabha retire after every 2nd year.A
member elected for a full term of Rajya Sabha serves for six years.

18) Where is the headquarters of Indian Council of Agriculture Research?
A.New Delhi
B.Pune
C.Mumbai
D.Bangalore
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Answer A
Explanation The Union Minister of Agriculture serves as its president.Headquarters: New
DelhiICAR is earlier known as the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. And, it was
established on July 16, 1929, as a registered society under the Societies Registration Act, 1860.

19) In which city the first Mandela Day was observed?
A.London
B.New York
C.Paris
D.Geneva

Answer B
Explanation On July 18, 2009, the first Mandela Day was observed in the city of New York. The
UNGA adopted a resolution on November 10, 2009, declaring 18 July as Nelson Mandela
International Day.

20) Where was Nelson Mandela born?
A.India
B.South Africa
C.China
D.Japan

Answer B
Explanation Nelson was born on July 18, 1918, as Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela in Transkei,
South Africa. His father Nkosi Mphakanyiswa Gadla Mandela and mother was Nonqaphi
Nosekeni.At 12 years, his father died, so Nelson became a ward of Jongintaba at the Great Place
at Mqhekezweni.

21) When was Science Exploration Day observed?
A.July 20
B.July 21
C.July 23
D.July 22
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Answer A
Explanation Science Exploration Day is also called Moon Day. Moon Day is marked every year
on July 20. In 1969, Neil Armstrong and Edwin Buzz Aldrin became the first humans to land on
the Moons surface.

22) When was International Chess Day observed?
A.Jul 20
B.Jul 15
C.Jun 20
D.Jun 15

Answer A
Explanation The International Chess Day is celebrated each and every on 20 July, since 1966.
International Chess Day celebrates one of the most ancient and most popular games in history.
The game promotes fairness, equality, mutual respect, and understanding among nations.

23) ___________ has reported the 1st human infection case with the Monkey B
virus (BV)
A.China
B.India
C.Japan
D.Russia

Answer A
Explanation China has reported the 1st human infection case with the Monkey B virus (BV).
Monkey B virus is an alphaherpesvirus enzootic (endemic) in macaques, and it was initially
isolated in 1932.

24) ___________ has reported the 1st human infection case with the Monkey B
virus (BV)
A.China
B.India
C.Japan
D.Russia
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Answer A
Explanation China has reported the 1st human infection case with the Monkey B virus (BV).
Monkey B virus is an alphaherpesvirus enzootic (endemic) in macaques, and it was initially
isolated in 1932.

25) Where is the headquarters of Bank of Maharashtra?
A.Pune
B.Mumbai
C.Nagpur
D.Nashik

Answer A
Explanation Bank of Maharashtra is a major Indian government owned bank under the
ownership of Ministry of Finance. The bank had 15 million customers across the country with
1,900 branches as of 25 March 2021. It has the largest network of branches of any public sector
bank in the state of Maharashtra.

26) When was Neil Armstrong became the first human to land on moon?
A.1965
B.1967
C.1969
D.1970

Answer C
Explanation In 1969, Neil Armstrong and Edwin Buzz Aldrin became the first humans to land
on the Moons surface. The origins of Space Exploration Day date back to man first walking on
the moon, with the day itself first observed to commemorate this historical event during events
held in the early 1970s.

27) From when International Chess Day celebrated?
A.1966
B.1967
C.1968
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D.1970

Answer A
Explanation The International Chess Day is celebrated each and every on 20 July, since 1966.
International Chess Day celebrates one of the most ancient and most popular games in history.
The game promotes fairness, equality, mutual respect, and understanding among nations.

28) Which of the following are symptoms of Monkey B Virus?
A.Muscle Ache
B.Fatigue
C.Fever
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation he initial indications of B virus infection are flu-like symptoms such as fever &
chills, muscle ache, fatigue and headache, following that person may develop small blisters in the
area that came in contact with the monkey.

29) Which of the following are symptoms of Monkey B Virus?
A.Muscle Ache
B.Fatigue
C.Fever
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation he initial indications of B virus infection are flu-like symptoms such as fever &
chills, muscle ache, fatigue and headache, following that person may develop small blisters in the
area that came in contact with the monkey.

30) When was Bank of Maharashtra founded?
A.1985
B.1982
C.1983
D.1984
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Answer B
Explanation Bank of Maharashtra is a major Indian government owned bank under the
ownership of Ministry of Finance. The bank had 15 million customers across the country with
1,900 branches as of 25 March 2021. It has the largest network of branches of any public sector
bank in the state of Maharashtra.

31) Which of the following country test-fired S-500 air defence missile
systems?
A.Russia
B.China
C.India
D.USA

Answer A
Explanation Russia has test-fired its new S-500 air defence missile systems successfully from a
southern training range, Kapustin Yar, on 20 July 2021. As planned, This missile hit a high-speed
ballistic target.

32) When was Stand Up India Scheme launched?
A.2015
B.2018
C.2019
D.2016

Answer D
Explanation The scheme was launched on 05 April 2016 to facilitate loans to Scheduled Caste,
Scheduled Tribe and women borrowers, to promote entrepreneurship among them.

33) Which of the following launches National Logistics Excellence Awards?
A.Karnataka Government
B.Kerala Government
C.Central Government
D.None
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Answer C
Explanation The awards were created in order to draw attention to the logistics industry.The
awards are divided into two categories: logistics infrastructure/service providers in the first, and
various user industries in the second.The awards will recognise best practises such as
consolidation, process standardisation, technological advancement, digital transformations, and
sustainable practises.

34) Stand Up Scheme is under ____________.
A.Ministry of Commerce and Industry
B.Ministry of Transport
C.Ministry of Health
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Startup India is an initiative of the Government of India. The campaign was first
announced by Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi during his speech in 15 August 2015. The
action plan of this initiative is focussing on three areas: Simplification and Handholding. Funding
Support and Incentives.

35) Which country has highest forex reserves?
A.China
B.Japan
C.Russia
D.India

Answer A
Explanation China has the largest reserves followed by Japan, Switzerland, Russia and India on
the International Monetary Fund table. India is very close to overtaking Russia to become the
fourth largest country with foreign exchange reserves.

36) When was Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying
formed?
A.2015
B.2002
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C.2019
D.2016

Answer C
Explanation Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying is a newly formed ministry
in India. It was formed in May 2019 by Modi government from the department of same name
under Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.

37) When was Green Highways Policy adopted?
A.2014
B.2015
C.2016
D.2017

Answer B
Explanation Following the adoption of the Green Highways Policy' in September 2015, the
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) established the National Green Highways
Mission (NGHM).The Green National Highway Corridor Project supports the implementation of
National Green Highways Mission and provides green and safe transportation.

38) When was E-100 Pilot Project launched?
A.Jul 5
B.Jun 5
C.Mar 8
D.Jan 1

Answer B
Explanation The E-100 Pilot Project has been launched. On World Environment Day, the E-100
Pilot Project was launched in Pune (5 June). The project's goal is to build a nationwide network
for ethanol production and distribution.

39) When was Ethanol Blended Petrol Program launched?
A.2001
B.2002
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C.2003
D.2004

Answer C
Explanation The Ethanol Blended Petrol Program was established in 2003 with the goal of
encouraging the use of renewable and environmentally friendly fuels while reducing India's
reliance on imports for energy security.

40) When was International Olympic Committee established?
A.1984
B.1894
C.1898
D.1988

Answer B
Explanation The Summer Paralympics will be from 24th August till 5th September in
Tokyo.International Olympic Committee (IOC) was founded in 1894, and it has its headquarter is
located in Lausanne, Switzerland. The current president of IOC is Thomas Bach.

41) Which of the following is said to Book Village?
A.Perumkulam
B.Kadakkarappally
C.Kodamthuruth
D.Kuthiathode

Answer A
Explanation Perumkulam (Kollam District) has been bestowed with the title first Book Village
of Kerala. This aimed at encouraging the habit of reading. Perumkulam is village in Kulakkada
(near Kottarakkara) in Kollam district of Kerala.

42) Indian Institute of Heritage is decided to be in __________.
A.Noida
B.Agra
C.Lucknow
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D.Meerut

Answer A
Explanation The central government has planned to set up the Indian Institute of Heritage at
Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar. This will impact higher education & research in the field of rich
Indian heritage and its conservation

43) When was National Mission for Clean Ganga launched?
A.June 2014
B.June 2015
C.June 2016
D.June 2017

Answer A
Explanation The NMCG (National Mission for Clean Ganga) was launched in June 2014. In the
36th Executive Committee of National Mission for Clean Ganga, new projects were approved for
the rejuvenation of six rivers in the state of Uttarakhand.

44) Arogya Rakshak was launched by _______________.
A.LIC
B.RBI
C.SBI
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The Arogya Rakshak, a non-linked, non-participating, regular premium, individual
health insurance plan, has been introduced by the Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC). The
plan offers fixed benefit health insurance cover against certain specified health risks.

45) When was UNESCO founded?
A.1945
B.1950
C.1956
D.1926
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Answer A
Explanation The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization is a
specialised agency of the United Nations aimed at promoting world peace and security through
international cooperation in education, the sciences, and culture.

46) From when the olympic motto is Faster, Higher, Stronger?
A.1894
B.1990
C.1985
D.1864

Answer A
Explanation The Olympic motto was Citius, Altius, Fortius (in Latin) or Faster, Higher, Stronger
(in English), from 1894, when it was adopted at the suggestion of Pierre de Coubertin, founder of
the IOC (International Olympic Committee).

47) Who issued COPP?
A.WHO
B.DCGI
C.Health Ministry
D.None

Answer B
Explanation The Drug Controller General of India will issue Certificates of Pharmaceutical
Products (CoPP) and Certificates of Good Manufacturing Practice for medicinal products
required for exports.

48) BRICS founded in ____________.
A.2005
B.2006
C.2007
D.2008
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Answer B
Explanation BRICS is the acronym coined to associate five major emerging economies: Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and South Africa. The BRICS members are known for their significant
influence on regional affairs. Since 2009, the governments of the BRICS states have met annually
at formal summits.

49) Who has the largest fiber network in India?
A.BSNL
B.Airtel Xstream Fibre
C.Reliance Jio Fiber
D.Excitel broadband

Answer A
Explanation State-owned Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) has the largest pan-India fibre
base of nearly 8 lakh route km, and is planning to lease out its infrastructure.

50) When was Adarsh Smarak Scheme launched?
A.2012
B.2014
C.2016
D.2018

Answer B
Explanation The scheme was launched in 2014 for providing improved visitor amenities,
especially for the physically challenged. The scheme comes under the Ministry of Culture. A total
of 100 Monuments protected by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) are being developed
and maintained as Adarsh Monuments under the scheme.

51) When was Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment established?
A.1998
B.1999
C.2001
D.2002
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Answer A
Explanation In the year 1985-86, the erstwhile Ministry of Welfare was bifurcated into the
Department of Women and Child Development and the Department of Welfare. Simultaneously,
the Scheduled Castes Development Division, Tribal Development Division and the Minorities
and Backward Classes Welfare Division were moved from the Ministry of Home Affairs and also
the Wakf Division from the Ministry of Law to form the then Ministry of WelfareSubsequently,
the name of the Ministry was changed to the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment in May,
1998. Further, in October, 1999, the Tribal Development Division had moved out to form a
separate Ministry of Tribal Affairs. In January, 2007, the Minorities Division along with Wakf
Unit have been moved out of the Ministry and formed as a separate Ministry and the Child
Development Division has gone to the Ministry of Women & Child Development.

52) Which city conducted a Serosurvey and found antibodies against Covid-19
in over 50% of children?
A.New Delhi
B.Mumbai
C.Bangalore
D.Chennai

Answer B
Explanation As per a paediatric sero-survey conducted in Mumbai, 51.18% of those below the
age of 18 in Mumbai have antibodies against Covid-19.The survey was conducted by a hospital
run by BrihanMumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) between April 1 to June 15. This was the
third sero survey conducted since the beginning of the pandemic.

53) RBI has barred Master card to onboard new customers in India, due to
noncompliance in?
A.Capital Adequacy Requirement
B.Data Localisation and storage
C.Risk Management
D.Basel 3 norms

Answer D
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India has barred the financial services company Mastercard
from onboarding new customers in India. This move is made by the RBI on grounds of non
compliance with the Data localization and data storage in India.This restriction would not affect
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the existing customers of Mastercard. The action has been initiated by RBI using the powers
vested to it under Section 17 of the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007

54) The NEA-SCOUT is a mission by _____________
A.NASA
B.ISRO
C.JAXA
D.ESA

Answer A
Explanation The Near-Earth Asteroid Scout is a planned mission by NASA to develop a
controllable low-cost CubeSat solar sail spacecraft capable of encountering near-Earth asteroids.

55) The 2020 summer Olympics will be in ____________ from 23rd July to 8th
August 2021.
A.Tokyo
B.London
C.Rio
D.Beijing

Answer A
Explanation The 2020 summer Olympics will be in Tokyo, Japan from 23rd July to 8th August
2021. Actually, it was scheduled to be held in 2020 but was postponed to 2021 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The Summer Paralympics will be from 24th August till 5th September in
Tokyo.

56) Which is the date of Reading Day?
A.Jun 19
B.Jul 19
C.Jun 22
D.Jul 22

Answer A
Explanation India celebrates June 19 as the National Reading Day in honour of P N Panicker,
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the father of the Library and Literacy Movement in Kerala.

57) When was National Museum Institute of History of Art established?
A.1989
B.1990
C.1991
D.1992

Answer A
Explanation The National Museum Institute of the History of Art, Conservation and Museology
is an autonomous institute, a seat of higher education in the fields of History, Conservation and
Museology under the Ministry of Culture, Government of India.

58) When was Nammi Ganga programme started?
A.2012
B.2014
C.2016
D.2018

Answer B
Explanation The 'Namami Gange' programme is an Integrated Conservation Mission initiated as
a flagship programme by the Union Government with a budget outlay of Rs. 20,000 crore in June
2014.

59) When Liverpool titled as World Heritage Site by UNESCO?
A.2004
B.2005
C.2006
D.2007

Answer A
Explanation On 21st July 2021, Liverpool was removed from UNESCO World Heritage sites
after being granted the title in 2004.The decision was taken after the UNESCO committee did a
secret ballot. They voted in favour of stripping Liverpool of this status.
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60) When was National Broadcasting Day observed?
A.July 23
B.July 24
C.July 25
D.July 26

Answer A
Explanation National Broadcasting Day is designated on July 23 each and every year to
celebrate the radio, an essential part of people's lives in India, both as an accessible medium of
entertainment and the news.

61) When was World Brain Day celebrated by World Federation of
Neurology?
A.July 23
B.July 24
C.July 25
D.July 26

Answer A
Explanation World Brain Day is celebrated by the World Federation of Neurology (WFN) on
July 22 each and every year, focusing on a different theme each year.

62) When was SKOCH Award established?
A.2000
B.2003
C.2006
D.2009

Answer B
Explanation The award was instituted in 2003. SKOCH Award salutes people, projects and
institutions that go the extra mile to make India a better nation. Keerthi Jalli Deputy
Commissioner of Cachar received the National Silver SKOCH Award a few days ago for Pushti
Nirbhor (nutrition-dependent).
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63) What year did the modern Olympics start?
A.1896 CE
B.1642 CE
C.122 BCE
D.1968 CE

Answer A
Explanation The first modern Olympics were held in Athens, Greece, in 1896. The man
responsible for its rebirth was a Frenchman named Baron Pierre de Coubertin, who presented the
idea in 1894.

64) Two cities of which state have been selected by UNESCO under Historic
Urban Landscape Project?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Maharashtra
D.Tamil Nadu

Answer B
Explanation Gwalior and Orchha cities from Madhya Pradesh have been selected by UNESCO
under Historic Urban Landscape Project.The project was started in the year 2011, for the
inclusive and well-planned development of fast-growing historical cities. Six cities of South Asia,
including Ajmer and Varanasi in India are already involved in this project. Orchha and Gwalior
have been included as the seventh and eighth cities.

65) Which of the following is not an Olympic sport?
A.Wrestling
B.high jumping
C.skateboarding
D.swimming

Answer C
Explanation The 2020 Summer Olympics, officially the Games of the XXXII Olympiad and
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branded as Tokyo 2020, is an ongoing international multi-sport event that is currently being held
from 23 July to 8 August 2021 in Tokyo, Japan, with some preliminary events beginning on 21
July.

66) Liverpool, which was removed from UNESCO World Heritage sites, is
located in which country?
A.USA
B.UK
C.Denmark
D.Russia

Answer B
Explanation UNESCO has removed the Liverpool city of the United Kingdom from its World
Heritage status. This decision was taken after the UN Committee found some developments
threatening the value of the citys waterfront.UNESCO had announced that the developments,
including the proposed Everton FC stadium, had resulted in serious deterioration of the historic
site. Liverpool is only the third site to lose its World Heritage status since the list began in 1978,
the others being Omans Arabian Oryx Sanctuary in 2007 and the Dresden Elbe Valley in
Germany in 2009.

67) What is the date of the first known Olympic Games?
A.1899 CE
B.776 BCE
C.1933 CE
D.12 BCE

Answer B
Explanation On April 6, 1896, the Olympic Games, a long-lost tradition of ancient Greece, are
reborn in Athens 1,500 years after being banned by Roman Emperor Theodosius I.

68) Which of the following is / are recognized by UNESCO as intangible
cultural heritage from India? Yoga Bharatnatyam Kumbh Mela Sankirtana
Select the correct option from the codes given below:
A.1 and 2
B.1, 2, 3
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C.1, 2, 4
D.1, 2, 3, 4

Answer C
Explanation Yoga is recognized by UNESCO as an intangible cultural heritage from India. 13 of
Indias cultural heritages feature on UNESCOs intangible cultural heritage- Kumbh Mela,
Nawruz, Koodiyattam, Kalbelia, Buddhist chanting, Vedic chanting, Chhau dance, Ramlila
performance, Sankirtana, Ramman festival, Thatheras copper and brass craft and Mudiyettu
dance (along with Yoga).

69) Who holds the record for the most Olympic gold medals won by an
athlete?
A.Michael Phelps
B.Paavo Nurmi
C.Kristin Otto
D.Mark Spitz

Answer A
Explanation Michael Phelps (United States) Swimming 23 gold medals. The most decorated
Olympian of all time by some distance. Phelps' 23 gold medals, plus three silver and two bronze,
came across four Olympic Games from Athens 2004 to Rio 2016.

70) When was Historic Urban Landscape project of UNESCO started?
A.2010
B.2011
C.2012
D.2013

Answer B
Explanation The project was started in 2011. The historic Urban Landscape project of UNESCO
for the cities of Orchha and Gwalior was launched by the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh
through video conferencing.

71) To which Greek god were the ancient Olympic Games dedicated?
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A.Apollo
B.Zesus
C.Athena
D.Hera

Answer B
Explanation The ancient Olympics were as much a religious festival as an athletic event. The
games were held in honor of the Greek god Zeus, and on the middle day of the games, 100 oxen
would be sacrificed to him.

72) When was honey Mission launched?
A.2014
B.2017
C.2020
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation August 2017The Honey Mission was launched in August 2017 in line with the
'Sweet Revolution'. The 'Sweet Revolution' was launched in 2016 to promote beekeeping and
associated activities.

73) Who was the first recorded Olympic champion?
A.Coroebus of Elis
B.Leonidas of Rhodes
C.Milo of Croton
D.Astylos of Croton

Answer A
Explanation On 6 April 1896, the American James Connolly won the triple jump to become the
first Olympic champion in more than 1,500 years.

74) Which ministry is nodal ministry for honey Mission?
A.MSME
B.Finance
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C.Both A and B
D.None

Answer A
Explanation A Unique Concept to help bee keeping, achieve National Honey Mission. On
February 13, 2020, the Ministry of MSME (Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises) launched
Apiary on Wheels.

75) When were the last pure gold medals awarded at the Olympics?
A.1975
B.1912
C.1956
D.1900

Answer A
Explanation The last series of Olympic medals to be made of solid gold were awarded at the
1912 Summer Olympics in Stockholm, Sweden.

76) When was Income Tax Day celebrated?
A.July 24
B.July 25
C.July 26
D.July 27

Answer A
Explanation In India, the Income Tax Day is celebrated every year on July 24, as it was on July
24 1980, that Income Tax was introduced in India by Sir James Wilson. The purpose of this tax
was to compensate for the losses incurred by the British.

77) Who was the first athlete to win two Olympic marathons?
A.Miruts Yifter
B.Abebe Bikila
C.Rhadi Ben Abdesselam
D.Mamo Wolde
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Answer B
Explanation In July 1967, he sustained the first of several sports-related leg injuries that
prevented him from finishing his last two marathons. Abebe was a pioneer in long-distance
running.

78) July 24 was first celebrated as Income Tax day in ___________.
A.2009
B.2010
C.2011
D.2012

Answer B
Explanation The purpose of this tax was to compensate for the losses incurred by the British
during the 1st war of independence against British Rule in 1857. July 24 was first celebrated as
Income Tax day in 2010.

79) G20 Meeting for Environment is to be hosted by ____________.
A.Italy
B.EU
C.India
D.Brazil

Answer A
Explanation The G20 Meeting for Environment Ministers 2021 is one of the ministerial
meetings organized as part of the G20 Leaders Summit 2021. The meeting is hosted by Italy in
October 2021.

80) When was the survey of United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for the Asia Pacific started?
A.2010
B.2012
C.2015
D.2017
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Answer C
Explanation The survey is conducted by the UNESCAP (United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for the Asia Pacific) every two years since 2015 to help countries benchmark and
reduce the time and cost of trading across borders and helps businesses in their investment
decisions.

81) Where is Dvara E-Dairy Solutions located?
A.Chennai
B.Mumbai
C.Bangalore
D.Kolkata

Answer A
Explanation Dvara E-Dairy Solutions aims to empower every small and medium dairy farmer in
India with comprehensive financial and cattle management solutions. Dvara E-Dairy Solutions
has launched an AI (artificial intelligence) led digital tag, Surabhi e-Tag, to identify cattle based
on muzzle identity. Dvara E-Dairy Solutions is a portfolio company of Dvara Holdings. This
digital tag will be used for cattle insurance products offered in partnership with IFFCO Tokio
General Insurance.

82) When was world water day celebrated?
A.Mar 22
B.May 22
C.Jun 22
D.Jul 22

Answer A
Explanation World Water Day is an annual United Nations observance day held on 22 March
that highlights the importance of fresh water. The day is used to advocate for the sustainable
management of freshwater resources.

DON'T MISS THESE OTHER USEFUL PDFS

January 2021 Current
Affairs

February 2021 Current
Affairs

March 2021 Current
Affairs

April 2021 Current
Affairs

May 2021 Current
Affairs

June 2021 Current
Affairs

Fresherslive provides current affairs for
competitive exams like UPSC, PSC,
IAS, RRB, IBPS PO Clerk, SBI, RBI,
SSC, PSU, and so on.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

