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BANKING & FINANCE
Retail Direct Gilt Accounts Scheme - RBI
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced a scheme that will allow retail
investors to open retail direct gilt accounts (RDG) directly with the central bank.
Highlights:
In February 2021, the RBI Retail Direct facility was announced as part of ongoing
efforts to increase retail participation in government securities.
A "Gilt Account" is an account opened and maintained by an entity or a person for
the purpose of holding Government securities.
Goal: To improve the ease of access for retail investors by providing online access
to the G-secs market both primary and secondary as well as the ability to open a gilt
securities account (Retail Direct') with the Reserve Bank of India.
The account can be opened through a dedicated online portal that will provide
registered users with access to the main issuance of government securities (G-secs)
and NDS-OM.
NDS-OM refers to the Reserve Bank of India's screen-based, anonymous
electronic order matching system for trading government securities in the
secondary market.
This will provide a one-stop solution for individual investors looking to invest in Gsecs.
There will be no fee for opening or maintaining an account with the RBI.
The scheme is open to non-resident retail investors who are eligible to invest in
government securities under the Foreign Exchange Management Act of 1999.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Export of Madurai Malli
Tamil Nadu exports GI certified Madurai Malli and other flowers to the United
States and Dubai.
Highlights:
The Madurai Malli, also known as Jasmine, is an important part of Tamil Nadu's
culture and economy.
The sacred flower has a connection to Madurai that dates back to 300 BCE.
Flowers have a special significance in Indian culture because they are integral to
many rituals and customs.
Madurai Malli is well-known for its fragrance, which is in high demand among the
Indian diaspora in Malaysia, Singapore, Dubai, and Western Europe, particularly
France.
In order to meet this demand, jasmine is grown on 1200 hectares of land in the
Madurai district alone.
The sandy loam soil in Madurai is moist and well-drained, making it ideal for
jasmine cultivation.
Madurai jasmine is commonly used in weaving garlands, and its extract is used to
make perfumes, soaps, and lotions.
It takes approximately one tonne of flower to extract one kilogramme of jasmine
concentrate, which sells for around Rs one lakh.

Export of Bhalia Wheat
Export of Bhalia Wheat
To promote wheat exports, the first batch of Bhalia wheat certified by Geographical
Indication (GI) was exported from Gujarat to Kenya and Sri Lanka.
About Bhalia Wheat:
Wheat has a high protein content and a sweet taste.
The crop is primarily grown in Gujarat's Bhal region, which includes the districts
of Ahmadabad, Anand, Kheda, Bhavanagar, Surendranagar, and Bharuch
About Geographical Indication (GI):
It is a label placed on products that have a distinct geographical origin and have
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evolved over time in terms of special quality or reputed attributes.
It serves as a guarantee of authenticity, ensuring that only registered authorised
users, or those residing within the geographical territory, are permitted to use
popular product names.
India's GI label is governed by the Geographical Indications (Registration and
Protection) of Goods Act 1999.
It is granted by the Geographical Indications Registry (Chennai).

International Financial Services Centres Authority - IFSCA
Establish and operate the International Trade Financial Service Platform (ITFS) to
provide a framework for trade financial services in the International Financial
Service Center.
Highlights:
The IFSCA has issued a framework for establishing and operating an International
Trade Finance Services Platform in order to provide Trade Finance Services at
International Financial Services Centres.
This framework will allow importers and exporters to use different types of trade
financing facilities under competitive conditions to conduct international trade
transactions through the dedicated electronic platform ITFS.
This will assist them in converting their trade receivables into liquid funds and
obtaining short-term funding.
On the ITFS platform, participants will be able to access trade finance facilities for
trade transactions such as Reverse Trade Financing, Export Invoice Trade
Financing, Bill Discounting under Letter of Credit, Export Credit (Packing Credit),
Insurance/Credit Guarantee, Supply Chain Finance for Exporters, Factoring, and
any other eligible product.

Onion Export Ban Dispute at WTO
Japan and the United States have dragged India into the World Trade Organization
for frequent bans on onion exports. Both countries have claimed that the
unannounced export ban causes problems for importing countries. Onion growers
in India have also demanded that the government develop a comprehensive policy
on onion import and export rather than making Ad Hoc decisions.
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Highlights:
To aid exports by reducing demand-supply mismatches in the domestic market.
Due to the erratic ban on onion exports, onion growers have suffered significant
losses.
The ban on onion exports is causing friction in bilateral trade relations with
countries such as Bangladesh.
In the last few years, Pakistan has begun to compete with India for a share of the
Gulf onion market.
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INTERNATIONAL
India-UK Financial Markets Dialogue
The Financial Market Dialogue between India and the United Kingdom was
conducted virtually.
Highlights:
The dialogue was established at the 10th Economic and Financial Dialogue in
October 2020 to strengthen the bilateral financial relationship between the United
Kingdom and India.
The discussion revolved around four main topics:
GIFT City (Gujarat International Finance Tec-City), India's premier international
financial centre
Banking and payment systems
Insurance
Capital markets

India-Italy Joint Commission for Economic Cooperation
The Joint Commission for Economic Cooperation between India and Italy held its
21st session.
Highlights:
The India-Italy Joint Commission for Economic Cooperation held its 21st session
virtually.
Both sides held extensive discussions on bilateral trade and investment, as well as
economic cooperation in the fields of food processing, textiles, leather, railways,
start-ups, and the promotion of SMEs, all of which play an important role in
economic growth and job creation.
Bilateral market access issues and non-tariff barriers were also discussed in order
to facilitate trade and investment.

Tallest Sandcastle in the World - Denmark
A sandcastle made in Denmark has entered into new Guinness World Record for
being the tallest sandcastle in the world.
Highlights:
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The triangular-shaped sandcastle has been constructed in the town of Blokhus in
Denmark. It stands at the height of 21.16 metres (69.4 feet). This new structure is
3.5m taller than the preceding report held with the aid of a sandcastle measuring
17.66 m in Germany in 2019. Dutch creator, Wilfred Stijger, was once assisted
through 30 of the world's first-class sand sculptors. The shape is built in the form of
a triangle to avoid collapsing like many others have. A wood structure used to be
built around it to enable the artist to carve the top-notch figures in the sand. This
instead decorated monument in the small seaside village of Blokhus, which is
reminiscent of a pyramid, is made up of 4,860 tonnes of sand. To make sure the
sand sticks on, it was combined with a round 10% clay.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund - Central Sector Scheme
Union Cabinet has approved changes to the Central Sector Scheme of financing
facility under the Agriculture Infrastructure Fund'.
Highlights:
State Agencies/APMCs, National and State Federations of Cooperatives,
Federations of Farmers Producers Organizations (FPOs), and Federations of SelfHelp Groups are now eligible (SHGs).
Currently, the scheme allows for interest subventions on loans of up to Rs. 2 crore
in a single location.
If an eligible entity other than a private sector entity (i.e., state agencies, national
and state federations of cooperatives, federations of FPOs, and federations of
SHGs) establishes projects in multiple locations, all such projects will now be
eligible for interest subsidies of up to Rs. 2 crore.
However, a private sector entity will be limited to a maximum of 25 such projects.
For APMCs, an interest subvention of up to Rs. 2 crore will be provided for each
project of different infrastructure types, such as cold storage, sorting, grading, and
assaying units, silos, and so on, within the same market yard.
The Union Agriculture Minister has been given the authority to make necessary
changes regarding the addition or deletion of beneficiaries in a way that does not
alter the basic spirit of the scheme.
Another significant change approved is that the scheme's duration has been
increased from 10 to 13 years, i.e., until 2032-33.

India Industrial Land Bank - IILB
The GIS-enabled land bank is gaining popularity.
About India Industrial Land Bank (IILB):
The Industrial Land Bank of India is a GIS-based portal that contains all
information related to industrial infrastructure, such as connectivity, infrastructure,
natural resources and topography, plot-level information about open spaces, activity
lines, and contact information.
It serves as a one-stop shop for all industrial infrastructure-related data.
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It acts as a decision-support system for investors scouting land remotely.
It is currently integrated with industry-based GIS systems from 17 states, allowing
details on the portal to be updated in real time.
The IILB has planned about 4,000 industrial parks on 550,000 hectares of land and
is expected to achieve pan-Indian integration by December 2021.
It is administered by the Department of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT).

First LNG Facility Plant of India
The Union Minister inaugurated India's first LNG facility in Nagpur, Maharashtra.
Baidyanath Ayurvedic Group (private sector) has established the country's first
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) facility plant on Kamptee Road, near the NagpurJabalpur Highway.
About Liquified Natural Gas (LNG):
LNG is a clear, colourless, non-toxic liquid formed by cooling natural gas to
-162oC (-260oF).
The cooling process reduces the volume of the gas by 600 times, making storage
and shipping easier and safer.LNG will not burn when it is liquid.
When LNG arrives at its destination, it is converted back into a gas at
regasification plants.
It is then piped to homes, businesses, and industries to be burned for heat or
electricity generation.
LNG is also becoming a more cost-effective and environmentally friendly
transportation fuel, particularly for shipping and heavy-duty road transport.
It has the potential to reduce logistics costs while also creating numerous job
opportunities.
LNG is the fuel of the future, and it will transform the transportation industry.

ICDS Survey in Jharkhand
According to a recent survey, more than 55 percent of children in Jharkhand did not
receive Supplementary Nutrition under the Integrated Child Development Scheme
(ICDS) even once during the first six months of 2021.
Highlights:
According to the National Family Health Survey-4 data, every second child in the
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state is stunted and underweight, every third child are stunted, every 10 children are
severely wasting, and about 70% of children are anemic.
About Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS):
It is a central funding scheme launched in 1975.
It is implemented by the Women and Child Development Ministries.
It is an umbrella scheme under 6 Schemes operates namely:
Anganwadi Services Scheme
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
National Childcare Scheme
Adolescent Girl Scheme
Child Protection Scheme
POSHAN Abhiyaan

Cabinet Reshuffle - Oath for Minister
The Union Cabinet led through Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has increased its
council of ministers. The names in the cupboard reshuffle consist of countless new
entrants and existing ministers who will be reassigned. The swearing-in ceremony
of forty-three ministers was held at the Rashtrapati Bhavan on 7 July 2021. Totally,
15 Ministers were inducted into the Cabinet, and 28 ministers were inducted as
Ministers of State. This is the first cupboard reshuffle because the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) retained electricity in 2019. The Cabinet can have 81
members, as per the rule. There were 53 ministers in the cabinet of PM Modi, but a
sequence of them, including Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan, resigned hours
earlier than the names had been announced.
Mr Modi will continue to lead the following Ministry of Personnel, Department of
Atomic Energy; Public Grievances & Pensions; Department of Space; All
necessary coverage issues; and All different portfolios not allocated to any
Minister.
List of Ministers:
Rajnath Singh - Minister of Defence
Amit Shah - Minister of Home Affairs; and Minister of Cooperation
Mansukh Mandaviya - Minister of Health and Family Welfare; and Minister of
Chemicals and Fertilizers
Nitin Gadkari - Minister of Road Transport and Highways
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Nirmala Sitharaman - Minister of Finance; and Minister of Corporate Affairs
Narendra Singh Tomar - Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
Dr S. Jaishankar - Minister of External Affairs
Arjun Munda - Minister of Tribal Affairs
Smriti Irani - Minister of Women and Child Development
Piyush Goyal - Minister of Commerce and Industry; Minister of Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution; and Minister of Textiles
Dharmendra Pradhan - Minister of Education; and Minister of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship
Pralhad Joshi - Minister of Parliamentary Affairs; Minister of Coal; and Minister
of Mines
Narayan Rane - Minister of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
Sarbananda Sonowal - Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways; and Minister of
AYUSH
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi - Minister of Minority Affairs
Dr. Virendra Kumar - Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment
Giriraj Sing - Minister of Rural Development; and Minister of Panchayati Raj
Jyotiraditya M. Scindia - Minister of Civil Aviation
Ashwini Vaishnaw - Minister of Railways; Minister of Communications; and
Minister of Electronics and Information Technology
Ramchandra Prasad Singh - Minister of Steel
Pashu Pati Kumar Paras - Minister of Food Processing Industries
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat - Minister of Jal Shakti
Kiren Rijiju - Minister of Law and Justice
Ra Kumar Singh - Minister of Power; and Minister of New and Renewable Energy
Hardeep Singh Puri - Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas; and Minister of
Housing and Urban Affairs
Bhupender Yadav - Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change; and
Minister of Labour and Employment
Mahendra Nath Pandey - Minister of Heavy Industries
Parshottam Rupala - Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying
G. Kishan Reddy - Minister of Culture; Minister of Tourism; and Minister of
Development of North Eastern Region
Anurag Singh Thakur - Minister of Information and Broadcasting; and Minister of
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Youth Affairs and Sports
Ministers of State (Independent Charge):
Rao Inderjit Singh - Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation; Minister of State (Independent Charge)
of the Ministry of Planning; and Minister of State in the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs
Dr Jitendra Singh - Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of
Science and Technology; Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of
Earth Sciences; Minister of State in the Prime Minister's Office;
Minister of State in the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions;
Minister of State in the Department of Atomic Energy; and Minister of State in the
Department of Space
Ministers of State: 45 Ministers took Charge of Ministers of State.

DPE is now Under Finance Ministry
The Government of India has determined to carry Department of Public Enterprises
(DPE) beneath the finance ministry. DPE was beforehand underneath the Ministry
of Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises. It has been added beneath the finance
minister in a bid to ease coordination involving future disinvestment plans. The
Finance ministry now contains six departments, after the inclusion of DPE.
Other five departments are:
Department of Economic Affairs,
Department of Expenditure,
Department of Revenue,
Department of Investment & Public Asset Management and
Department of Financial Services.

SAMVEDAN 2021 - IIT Madras and Sony India to Host
IIT Madras Pravartak Technologies Foundation and Sony India Software Centre
Pvt Ltd have joined hands to organise a national-level hackathon named
SAMVEDAN 2021 Sensing Solutions for Bharat'. With this hackathon, the basis
ambitions to encourage citizens to use IoT Sensor Board in order to remedy Indiaspecific issues of societal interest.
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It is primarily based on the Sony Semiconductor Solutions Corporation's
SPRESENSE Board, which participants can use for this challenge. A group with a
maximum of three participants can register for the grand challenge, held in three
stages.

New Department of Faith and Culture in Assam
The Assam Cabinet has introduced the creation of an independent department to
guard and retain the faith, lifestyle and traditions of tribes and indigenous
communities of the state.
Highlights:
The new branch would make sure that the state's indigenous population gets to keep
their belief and traditions, whilst also presenting requisite support to them.
Indigenous tribes such as the Rabhas, Bodos, Mishings, alongside with others have
their personal religious beliefs and special traditions, which so a ways have not
obtained the aid critical for their preservation. The cabinet, throughout the meeting,
agreed that financial and administrative reforms had been necessary to make sure
speedy implementation of quite a number schemes floated by using the
government. It determined that departmental committees, headed with the aid of
commissioners, will be entitled to supply its nod for tasks really worth 2 crores and
below.

Ashadhi Bij - Kutchi New Year
On the occasion of Ashadhi Bij, the Kutchi New Year, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi greets the people.
About Ashadhi Bij:
Ashadhi Bij is an auspicious day for agricultural communities in northern India,
espicially Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, and other places.
The festival takes place on the second day of the Shukla Paksha of the Hindu
calendar's Ashadha month.
The festival, known as the Kutchi New Year, is associated with the start of the
rains in Gujarat's Kutch region.
During this festival, farmers, astrologers, and others forecast the monsoon to
determine which crop will be the most productive in the coming season.
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Rath Yatra - Greets the People
On the occasion of the Rath Yatra, the Prime Minister greets the people.
Highlights:
This year's Rath Yatra festival at the Jagannath Temple in Puri, Odisha, took place
on July 12th.
The festival was held without devotees due to the covid-19 pandemic.
Apart from police officers, only officials and temple authorities were present.
About Puri Rath Yatra:
Rath Yatra is a festival honouring Lord Jagannath (Lord Krishna), Goddess
Subhadra (Lord Krishna's sister), and Lord Balaram (his elder brother).
Rath Yatra is widely celebrated and is one of India's largest festivals.
According to the traditional Oriya calendar, the Jagannath Rath Yatra festival starts
on the second day of Shukla Paksha in the Hindu lunar month of Ashadha.
The nine-day festival commemorates Lord Jagannath's annual journey to the
Gundicha temple with his brother Lord Balbhadra and sister Subhadra.

National Bank For Agriculture And Rural Development
The National Bank For Agriculture And Rural Development is celebrating its 40th
anniversary
About NABARD:
NABARD is a development bank that focuses primarily on the country's rural
sector.
It is the apex banking institution for agricultural and rural development financing.
Its headquarters are located in Mumbai, the country's financial capital.
It is responsible for the development of cottage industries, small industries, & any
other such village or rural projects.
It is a statutory body founded in 1982 under the National Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development Act of 1981.

Allocation of Jal Jeevan Mission to Orissa
The central allocation of Jal Jeevan mission to Orissa has been increased to Rs
3,323.42 crore for the year 2021-2020. The Centre is assisting Odisha in becoming
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a Har Ghar Jal' state by March 2024, with a four-fold increase in allocation.
About Jal Jeevan Mission:
By 2024, it is hoped that all rural Indian households will have access to safe and
sufficient drinking water via individual household tap connections.
It aims to provide 55 litres of water per person per day to every rural household by
2024 via Functional Household Tap Connections (FHTC).
It also includes a functional tap connection to schools, Anganwadi centres, health
centres, wellness centres, GP buildings and community buildings.
The programme will also include mandatory source sustainability measures such as
recharge and reuse through grey water management, water conservation, and rain
water harvesting.
At the local level, JJM focuses on integrated demand-side and supply-side water
management.
The Mission is founded on a community-based approach to water. It intends to
establish a jan andolan for water, making it a top priority for everyone.
It encourages and ensures voluntary ownership among the local community
through contributions in cash, kind, and/or labour, as well as voluntary labour.
Parent Ministry: Drinking Water and Sanitation Department, Ministry of Jal
Shakti
Funding Pattern: The Centre and states split funds 90:10 for Himalayan and
North-Eastern states, 50:50 for other states, and 100 percent for Union Territories.
Four-tiered scheme implementation and monitoring at the national, state, district,
and village levels.

Soil-Less Agriculture - Mission Turmeric
Mission Turmeric 2021, a campaign led by a former naval officer who is an expert
in soil-less agriculture, has been currently in progress.
Highlights:
It intends to start an "orange revolution" by teaching people how to grow turmeric
in shade houses in grow bags (large porous containers made of high density
polyethylene) packed with coco-peat (made from the pith of the coconut husk)
instead of soil.
This method produces better yields with higher curcumin content.
Curcumin is a bright yellow phenolic compound in turmeric, known for its anti-
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cancer potential.
About soil-less agriculture:
Micro and macro nutrients pre-mixed into a water reservoir, along with high levels
of oxygen, are efficiently delivered to plant roots in soil-less agriculture, such as
hydroponics.
Some of the Benefits of Soilless Agriculture includes:
Increased growth
Extreme reduction in water and nutrient consumption
Controlled Environment Agriculture (CEA): CEA is a farming method that
optimises the temperature, humidity, airflow, and light within a farm's growing
environment.
Location: The farm is closer to the consumer, reducing the carbon footprint of
delivery and increasing product freshness.
Grows in less space.

First Cryptogamic Garden of India
The Chakrata town of Dehradun, Uttarakhand, was the site of India's first
cryptogamic garden. Nearly 50 species of lichens, ferns, and fungi will be housed
in the garden (collectively known as Cryptogamae)
About Cryptogams:
A cryptogam is a type of plant that reproduces via spores.
The term "cryptogamae" means "hidden reproduction," referring to the fact that
they do not produce any reproductive structure, seed, or flower.
As a result, they are referred to as "flowerless," "seedless," or "lower plants."
To survive, they require a moist environment.
These can be found in both terrestrial and aquatic environments.
The most well-known cryptogam groups are algae, bryophytes, lichens, ferns, and
fungi.
Factors Responsible for Location of this Garden:
At a height of 9,000 feet, this garden is located in Deoban, Chakrata.
This location was chosen because of its low pollution levels and moist conditions
that promote the growth of these species.
In addition, Deoban has pristine majestic Deodar forests & Oak forests, creating
natural habitats for cryptogamic species
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Khelo India Youth Games 2022 to be in Haryana
The state authorities of Haryana will organise the Khelo India Youth Games 2021
in February 2022.
Highlights:
Earlier, the sports activities exhibit was once scheduled to be held from November
21 to December 5, 2021, but has been shifted due to the viable third wave of
Covid-19 pandemic and maintaining in thinking that Khelo India Youth Games
2021 are to be held in the Under-18 category. Around 8,500 players will participate
in the match, of which 5,072 will be athletes, including 2,400 women and 2,672
males.

External Affairs Minister Unveils Gandhi Statue
Minister (External Affairs) S Jaishankar has unveiled a statue of Mahatma Gandhi
in Georgia at a central Tbilisi park.
Highlights:
In this two-day visit to Georgia, a strategically important country situated at the
intersection of Eastern Europe and Western Asia, Jaishankar held talks with the
country's top leadership & also handed over the relics of 17th century St. Queen
Keteva. St. Queen Ketevan was a Georgian Queen of 17th century who attained
martyrdom. Her relics were found in the year 2005 at the St. Augustine Convent in
Old Goa, India, based on medieval Portuguese records.

Anniversary of Skill India Mission
PM Modi has addressed the nation on 15 July 2021, on World Youth Skills Day
and it's the sixth anniversary of the Skill India Mission.
About Skill India Mission:
Skill development of the new generation youth is a national need and a vast
foundation for a self-reliant India. According to PM, under Skill India Mission,
1.25 crore youth have been trained to date.
The government launched the skill India Mission initiative to train over 40 crore
Indians in different jobs related to the industry. Under this mission, the government
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seeks to create an empowered workforce by 2022 with the help of several schemes
and training courses.

First Pod Taxi Service in India
IPRCL (Indian Port Rail & Ropeway Corporation Limited) has prepared a Detailed
Project Report (DPR) for the pod taxi service between Film City and Noida Airport
at Jewar.
Highlights:
There are ideas to run a driverless taxi between these two destinations. The cost
will be about Rs 862 crore, according to the DPR submitted to the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Development Authority (Yeida). This is 14 km long. And,
this will be the first pod taxi service in India. Pod taxis can accommodate four to
six passengers per car. This vital project will provide smooth connectivity to
residential and industrial areas falling between film city and the Noida International
Airport. As per the DPR, the corridor will pass through various sectors such as 21,
28, 29, 30 and 32, falling under the Yeida region.

Electric Bike Taxi scheme in Karnataka
Mr BS Yediyurappa(Karnataka CM) has unveiled the Karnataka Electric Bike Taxi
scheme-2021. This taxi scheme will serve as a bridge between daily commuters and
public transport. The scheme focuses on the reduction of travelling time and the
inconvenience in reaching the bus, railway and also metro stations.
Highlights:
The Scheme will allow people, partnership firms and companies to participate.
The concerned authority of Karnataka will issue licences under this scheme.
Vehicles under this scheme will be in the transport category for which the
government has given several exemptions like permits, tax & financial benefits for
electric vehicles manufacturers.
The Karnataka Electric Bike Taxi Scheme will enhance self-employment, promote
an eco-friendly environment, fuel conservation, strengthen public transport &
encourage establishing related industries.
The distance for a complete trip (up and down) shall not be more than 10 km, and
the authority concerned will decide, from time to time, the routes that shall be
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excluded from the operation of the bike taxis.

Commission to Examine Sub-Categorisation Within OBC
The Cabinet has approved the extension of the term of the committee that examines
the sub-classification of other backward classes for six months, that is, until
January 31, 2022
Highlights:
The communities on the existing list of OBCs that have not reaped any significant
benefits from the scheme of reservation for OBCs for appointment in Central
Government posts and admission to Central Government Educational Institutions
are expected to benefit from the Commission's recommendations.
The commission may make recommendations for the benefit of these marginalized
communities in the Central List of OBC

Scheme for Promoting Merchant Ship Flagging in India
The Union Cabinet has approved a scheme to promote flagging merchant ships in
the country.
Highlights:
In accordance with the Atmanirbhar Bharat objectives, the Cabinet approved a
scheme to provide subsidies to merchant ships in India.
Indian shipping companies will receive subsidies in global tenders conducted by
ministries and central public sector enterprises (CPSE).
The government will provide a subsidy of Rs. 1,624 crore over a five-year period.
This will be provided to shipping companies in the global tenders conducted by
ministries and CPSEs for importing government goods.
Ships flagged in India after February 1, 2021, whose age is between 10 and 20
years at the time of flagging in India, will receive extended subsidy support at 10%
of the quoted price provided by L1 foreign shipping companies, or exercise the
actual difference between the quotation provided by the Indian flag vessel with the
right of first refusal (ROFS) and the quotation provided by the L1 foreign shipping
company, whichever is smaller.
The rate at which subsidy support is extended would be reduced by 1% per year
until it reached 10% and 5%, respectively.
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Centrally Sponsored Scheme for Judiciary Infrastructure Development
The Cabinet has approved the extension of the Centrally Sponsored Scheme for
Judiciary Infrastructure Development for another five years.
Highlights:
This scheme has been extended from 1st April, 2021 to 31st March, 2026, with a
total cost of Rs 9000 crore, of which the central share is Rs 5357 crore, including
Rs 50 crore for Gram Nyayalayas scheme and its implementation.
The proposal will help build 3,800 courts and 4,000 residential units (including
new and under construction projects), 1,450 lawyers' offices, 1,450 toilets, and
3,800 digital computer rooms for judicial personnel in district and lower courts.
This will contribute to the improvement of the country's judicial functioning and
performance, and it will be a new step toward building better courts for a new
India.
This scheme has been in effect since 1993-1994.
The importance of the scheme: some courts are still operating in rented venues,
with insufficient space, and some are in a dilapidated state without basic facilities.
For all judicial personnel, the lack of accommodation also adversely affects their
work and performance.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Lambda Variant of Covid - New Threat
Following the continuous rise in cases of the Delta Variant of Covid-19, a new
variant known as the Lambda Variant (LV) is emerging as a new threat. The
Lambda Variant is dominant in Peru, but no cases of LV have been reported in
India.
Highlights:
This strain was first discovered in Peru in December 2020.Lambda is the main
variant in South American countries, and 81% of samples were found to carry it.
Until recently, it was mainly concentrated in a few South American countries,
including Ecuador and Argentina, but since April, it has been found in more than
25 countries.
Previously known as C.37, the World Health Organization (WHO) designated this
variant as the seventh and newest Variant of Interest (VOI). Four more have been
labelled as 'variants of concern.'
Variant of Interest:
This means that the genetic changes involved are expected or known to affect
disease transmissibility, severity, or immune escape.
It also acknowledges the fact that the variant has resulted in significant community
transmission in a number of countries and population groups.
Variant of Concern:
A variant with evidence of increased transmissibility, more severe disease (e.g.,
increased hospitalizations or deaths), significant reduction in neutralisation by
antibodies generated during previous infection or vaccination, decreased
effectiveness of treatments or vaccines, or diagnostic detection failures.
Four have been designated as "variants of concern," namely Alpha, Beta, Gamma,
and Delta, and are considered a greater threat.

Own OTT Platform by Kerala
Kerala government has proposed to have its very own over-the-top (OTT) platform.
The kingdom authorities have decided to launch it by November 1. The State
government's proposed foray into the online content material streaming area with
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the launch of an over-the-top (OTT) platform is a cultural intervention, as an
alternative than some thing caused via the market or revenues.
Highlights:
OTT gamers like Netflix and Amazon have been displaying more interest in
Malayalam cinema. But they are generally limited to films from which they can get
revenue.
In the remaining one year, much less than 15 Malayalam films, providing large
stars, have taken up these platforms.
Furthermore, smaller & home-grown OTT systems such as New Stream and
Mainstream TV no longer have plenty of finance to shape better players.
Thus, the state government proposed this OTT platform which will ensure space
and make some kind of revenue share for lower finances & independent movies
that are struggling to discover areas among the public.

Methane in the Moons of Saturn
By flying through the plumes of Saturn's moons (Titan and Enceladus), NASA's
Cassini spacecraft discovered an abnormally high concentration of methane, as well
as carbon dioxide and dihydrogen
Highlights:
It discovered methane in Titan's atmosphere and a liquid ocean with erupting
plumes of gas and water on Enceladus.
An international research team used new statistical methods to determine whether
methanogenesis, or microbe-produced methane, could explain the molecular
hydrogen and methane.
Cassini's discoveries:
Cassini discovered ice particles, salts, hydrogen, and organic molecules in the
plumes, indicating the presence of an ocean with a composition similar to Earth's
oceans.
There is also evidence of alkaline hydrothermal vents on Enceladus' seafloor,
which are similar to those found in Earth's oceans and support methanogens.

Zika Virus Disease in Kerala
For the first time, the Zika Virus Disease (ZVD) was detected in Kerala.
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About Zika Virus:
The Zika virus is a flavivirus transmitted by mosquitos that was discovered in
monkeys in Uganda in 1947.
Zika virus was later discovered in humans in Uganda & the United Republic of
Tanzania in 1952.
ZVD is caused by a virus that is primarily transmitted by Aedes mosquitoes (AM),
specifically Aedes aegypti.
This is the mosquito that spreads dengue, Yellow fever & chikungunya.
Transmission: During pregnancy, from mother to fetus, through sexual contact,
transfusion of blood and blood products, and organ transplantation.
Symptoms:
Fever, muscle & joint pain, rash, conjunctivitis, malaise or headache.
The majority of people infected with the Zika virus do not experience symptoms.
Zika virus infection during pregnancy can result in infants being born with
microcephaly (smaller than normal head size) and other congenital malformations,
called as congenital Zika syndrome.
Treatment:
There is no Zika vaccine or treatment available.
The emphasis is on symptom relief, which includes rest, rehydration, and
acetaminophen for fever and pain.

Concentrated Solar Thermal Technology in Hyderabad
A new test rig facility based on Concentrated Solar Thermal (CST) technology was
established in Hyderabad.
Highlights:
It can help test the capabilities and performance of solar thermal components such
as solar receiver tubes, condensers, and heat transfer fluids.
The facility was established by the Advanced Research Center for Powder
Metallurgy and New Materials (ARCI), an autonomous institute of the Ministry of
Science and Technology.
Technology used to harness solar energy are:
Solar Photovoltaic (SPV) Cells: SPV cells convert solar radiation (sunlight) into
electricity. A solar cell is a semi-conducting device composed of silicon and/or
other materials that generates electricity when exposed to sunlight.
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Solar thermal: Solar thermal power systems, also known as Concentrating Solar
Power systems, use concentrated solar radiation as a high-temperature energy
source to generate electricity via the thermal route (water converted into steam to
turn turbines).

Bone Tissue Regeneration in Pune University
Savitribai Phule Pune University in India synthesised a nano biomaterial with a
stable link between two molecules. The advancement could soon aid in tissue
regeneration
About Bone tissue regeneration:
Bone defect of critical size due to trauma or disease. These are extremely difficult
to repair through natural host tissue growth.
As a result, there is a need to fill these defects with a bridging (usually porous)
material (termed scaffold), which should also promote the regeneration of new bone
tissue when combined with relevant cells and signalling molecules.
The biomaterials of choice for the development of such scaffolds should have
bioactive properties, which means they should react with physiological fluids and
form tenacious bonds for bone formation.

First Cryptogamic Garden of India Inaugrated in Uttarakhand
With around 50 different species grown, India's first cryptogamic garden has been
inaugurated in the Deoban area of Dehradun in Uttarakhand. The garden is located
at the height of 9,000 feet and unfolds over three acres. Located in the district's
Chakrata town, the backyard was inaugurated through social activist Anoop
Nautiyal.
Cryptogamae:
Cryptogamae potential "hidden reproduction" referring to the truth that no seed, no
vegetation is produced. Thus, cryptogams characterize the non-seed bearing plants.
Algae, bryophytes (moss, liverworts), lichens, ferns and fungi are the best-known
businesses of cryptogams that require moist stipulations to survive.

BHIMUPI Launched in Bhutan
In Bhutan, BHIMUPI was launched. On the occasion, India's Finance Minister
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stated that the services have begun in Bhutan as part of India's "neighbourhood
first" policy.
Highlights:
BHIM UPI is one of the highlights of digital transactions in India during the
COVID-19 pandemic and is also an achievement, having created more than 100
million UPI QRs in the past 5 years
BHIM UPI processed 22 billion transactions worth Rs 41 lakh crore in 2020-21.
Bhutan is the first country to adopt UPI standards for QR deployment with this
launch.
RuPay cards are also accepted in Bhutan, where they will be officially launched
during Prime Minister Modi's visit in 2019.
Therefore, Bhutan is also the only country that simultaneously issues and accepts
RuPay cards and accepts BHIM-UPI.
Each year, more than 200,000 Indian tourists visit Bhutan.
Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) is India's digital payment application (app)
that operates on the basis of UPI, a system that integrates multiple bank accounts
into a single mobile application.

UV-C Disinfection Technology - CSIR-CSIO
The UV-C disinfection technology developed by the Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research will be installed in the council.
Highlights:
The Union Minister of State for Science and Technology met with senior CSIR
scientists to discuss the logistics of installing the system in Parliament before the
monsoon session.
The UV-C Disinfection Technology is essentially an air duct system developed by
the CSIR-CSIO in Chandigarh that can be used in auditoriums, classrooms, large
conference rooms, malls, and so on.
In the midst of the pandemic, it provides a relatively safer environment for indoor
activities.
The CSIR-CSIO product has been tested for more than 99 % disinfection and
could be used as a retrofit solution for building Air Handling Units, transportation
vehicles, and other spin off applications.
The UV-C system is energy efficient, improves airflow through coils, improves
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indoor air quality, requires less maintenance, is simple to retrofit with any existing
system that has AHU ducts, and has a low initial setup cost. Commercialized
standards and certifications are included with the system.
CSIR-CSIO has licenced the technology to a number of companies for
commercialization.

VIPER Mission of NASA
The Volatiles Investigating Polar Exploration Rover (VIPER) will be launched by
NASA in 2023.
About the mission:
VIPER stands for Volatiles Investigating Polar Exploration Rover, and it is a
mobile robot
Objectives:
To investigate the South Pole region of the Moon.
To help in the creation of lunar resource maps.
Determine the concentration of water and other potential resources on the surface.
Determine whether human life can be sustained there by utilising locally available
resources.
It is the first mission to map the resources of any celestial body.
NASA's Commercial Lunar Payload Service will provide launch vehicles and
landers for the upcoming 100-day mission.

First Green Hydrogen Mobility Project of India
NTPC signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the UT of Ladakh and
the Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council (LAHDC) to establish India's
first Green Hydrogen Mobility project. Leh will be the first city in India to
implement a zero-emission green hydrogen mobility project. In the beginning,
NTPC intends to operate 5 hydrogen buses. The first solar installations by NTPC in
Leh, in the form of solar trees and a solar carport, were also unveiled.
About Green Hydrogen:
Color tabs categorise the sources and processes used to produce hydrogen.
Grey hydrogen is hydrogen derived from fossil fuels, and it accounts for the vast
majority of hydrogen produced today.
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Blue hydrogen is hydrogen that is produced from fossil fuels and has carbon
capture and storage capabilities.
Green hydrogen is hydrogen that is produced entirely from renewable energy
sources. Renewable energy electricity is used to split water into hydrogen and
oxygen.

Single Largest Solar Park of India
The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has approved the
establishment of a 4750 MW renewable energy park at Rann of Kutch in Khavada,
Gujarat, for NTPC Renewable Energy Ltd. This will be India's largest solar park.
This park will be used by NTPC REL to generate green hydrogen on a commercial
scale.
Highlights:
It intends to build a total of 60 GW of renewable energy capacity by 2032.
Currently, it has 66 GW of installed capacity in 70 power projects, and another 18
GW is under construction.
It also commissioned India's largest 10 MW floating solar energy on the reservoir
of Andhra Pradesh's Simhadri Thermal Power Plant
The 100 MW floating solar project at the Ramagundam Thermal Power Plant
Reservoir in Telangana is in the advanced stages of implementation.
The deployment of photovoltaic panels on the surface of bodies of water is referred
to as floating solar plants.

First National Dolphin Research Centre of India
The First National Dolphin Research Centre (NDRC) of India and Asia will be
established upon the bank of the Ganges river around Patna University.
Highlights:
About 1,455 dolphins have been sighted during a survey done in 2018-19 in the
river Ganga by the teams of experts. The Gangetic dolphin is considered the
National aquatic animal of India, but it frequently falls prey to illegal poaching. The
presence of dolphins in the Ganga river gives a sign of a healthy ecosystem as
dolphins live at least in 5 ft to 8 ft deep water. IUCN Status of the Gangetic dolphin
has been declared as an endangered aquatic animal. This is one of the four
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freshwater dolphins species globally. Another three species are found in the
Yangtze River, the Indus River in Pakistan and the Amazon River globally.

Geo Imaging Satellite to be Launched in August - ISRO
The ISRO (Indian Space Research Organisation) is back into its launch activity
fully at Sriharikota with the planned orbiting of geo imaging satellite GISAT-1
onboard GSLV-F10 rocket on August 12. GISAT-1 to be placed in a
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit by GSLV-F10 and, it will be placed in the final
geostationary orbit that is about 36,000 km above earth's equator) using its onboard
propulsion system.
About the satellite:
The 2,268-kg GISAT-1 was initially slated to be launched from Sriharikota in
Nellore district (100kms north of Chennai) of Andhra Pradesh on March 5 last year,
postponed a day before the blast-off due to technical reasons.
According to ISRO, GISAT-1 will facilitate near real-time observation of the
Indian sub-continent, under cloud-free conditions, at frequent intervals. The earth
observation satellite provides the country with real-time images of its borders and
enable quick monitoring of natural disasters.

Construction of 1st Commercial Small Modular Reactor
China has officially begun constructing the world's first commercial modular small
reactor, Linglong One', at the Changjiang Nuclear Power Plant in Hainan Province.
Highlights:
This project is based on China National Nuclear Corporation's (CNNC's Linglong
One (ACP100) technology. This 125 MWe SMR is a pressurised water reactor
designed for multi-purpose like urban heating, electricity generation, urban cooling,
industrial steam production, or seawater desalination.
China National Nuclear Corporation began the development of the Linglong One
in 2010. The first SMR project was to pass an independent safety assessment by
International Atomic Energy Agency experts in 2016.
Its integrated pressurised water reactor (PWR) design was completed in 2014, and
it was identified as a key project' in China's 12th Five-Year Plan.
The design, which has 57 fuel assemblies and integral steam generators, was
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developed from the larger ACP1000 PWR. It incorporates passive safety features
and could be installed underground.

Chemotaxis - Helps in Wound Healing
Chemotaxis refers to the movement of cells toward attractant chemicals or away
from repellents.
About chemotaxis:
Almost every motile (moving) organism exhibits some form of chemotaxis.
Many organisms in nature respond to chemical signals from their surroundings by
moving their bodies, a process known as chemotaxis.
Chemotaxis is used by a sperm cell to locate an ovum. Chemotaxis is the process
by which white blood cells, which are required for wound healing, locate the site of
injury or inflammation. Butterflies also track flowers, and male insects use
chemotaxis to reach their prey. Chemotaxis is the movement of coli in the human
intestine toward or away from chemicals.
Understanding chemotaxis entails determining how it is influenced by various
conditions present within the cell or in the environment.

Raksha Mantri Launched AI-powered Grievance Management Application
The Defence Minister has launched an artificial intelligence-powered grievance
management app. The application was created by the Defence Ministry with the
assistance of IIT-Kanpur.
Highlights:
This is the first AI-powered system created to improve government grievance
redressal.
Based on the contents of the complaint, the AI tool developed as part of the
initiative is capable of understanding its content.
As a result, it is capable of automatically detecting repeat complaints or spam.
It can categorise complaints into different categories based on the meaning of the
complaint, even if the keywords normally used for such searches are not present in
the complaint.
It allows for geographical analysis of complaints within a category, as well as
analysis of whether the complaint was adequately addressed or not by the relevant
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office.
Simple user-friendly search allows the user to create his or her own
queries/categories based on management requirements and seek performance
results based on the query.
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ENVIRONMENT
Black Panther Spotted in Navegaon - Nagzira Tiger Reserve
A rare Melanistic Leopard (also known as a Black Panther) has been discovered in
Maharashtra's Navegaon-Nagzira Tiger Reserve (NNTR).
About Melanistic Leopard/Black Panther:
Leopards (Panthera Pardus) have either light coloured (pale yellow to deep gold or
tawny) rosettes or black fur.
Black panthers are melanistic leopards that are all black or very dark in coloration.
It is a colour variant of the spotted Indian leopard that has been reported from
densely forested areas of south India.
The black coat color is attributed to the expression of the recessive allele in the
leopard and the dominant allele in the jaguar. In each species, a certain combination
of alleles stimulates the production of greater amounts of melanin in animal's skin
and fur.
It is as shy as a normal leopard and extremely difficult to spot.
They are primarily found in southwestern China, Burma, Nepal, southern India,
Indonesia, and the southernmost part of Malaysia.
They can be found in India in the states of Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and
Maharashtra, among others.
Threats include: habitat loss, a collision with a vehicle, Diseases, Encroachment
by humans, Poaching.
Protection Status:
IUCN Red List: Vulnerable.
CITES: Appendix I.
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I.
About Navegaon-Nagzira Tiger Reserve:
It is located in the Maharashtra districts of Gondia and Bhandara.
The Tiger Reserve is strategically located in the heart of the central Indian Tiger
landscape, which contributes nearly one-sixth of the country's total tiger population.
In December 2013, it was designated as India's 46th Tiger Reserve.
It includes the Navegaon National Park, the Nagzira Wildlife Sanctuary, the
Navegaon Wildlife Sanctuary, the New Nagzira Wildlife Sanctuary, and the Koka
Wildlife Sanctuary.
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Avicennia marina in News
Avicennia marina is a prominent mangrove species that can be found in all
mangrove formations in India.
Highlights:
It is a salt-secreting and extremely salt-tolerant mangrove species that grows best
in 75 percent seawater and can withstand up to 250 percent seawater.
It is a rare plant species that can excrete 40% of its salt through salt glands in the
leaves, in addition to its extraordinary ability to prevent salt entry into the roots.
It is a shrub or tree that belongs to the Acanthaceae family and is also known as
grey mangrove or white mangrove
They are 1014 m long on average, with light grey or whitish bark and stiff, brittle,
thin flakes. Their upper leaves are thick, glossy, and bright green, while the lower
leaves are grey or silvery white with small hairs.

Kanchenjunga Biosphere - Botanical Survey of India
According to a recent publication by the Botanical Survey of India (BSI), Sikkim,
India's smallest state with less than 1% of the country's landmass, is home to 27%
of all flowering plants. Sikkim is a part of the Kanchenjunga Biosphere Reserve.
About Kanchenjunga Biosphere:
The Khangchendzonga Biosphere Reserve in Sikkim is one of the highest
ecosystems in the world, with an altitude of 1,220 meters.
The biosphere contains various altitudinal ecosystems ranging from subtropic to
Arctic, as well as natural forests in various biomes that support an enormously rich
diversity of forest types and habitats.
The Park contains the world's third highest peak, Mt. Khangchendzonga.
The Biosphere reserve includes a number of lakes and glaciers, including the
26-kilometer-long Zemu Glacier.
In 2016, Khangchendzonga National Park (KNP) was designated a World Heritage
Site in the mixed' category (Mixed heritage sites contain elements of both natural
and cultural significance).
The Khangchendzonga Biosphere Reserve in Sikkim surrounds the
Khangchendzonga , the third highest peak in the world, and has been included in
the UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve Network, making it India's 11th biosphere
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reserve to be included in the network.
Its geographical location bordering Nepal, Tibet (China), and close to Bhutan
provides unique opportunities for joint collaboration and biodiversity conservation
with neighbouring countries.
Increasing unregulated tourism, a lack of awareness about the landscape, and a
staff shortage are some of the major challenges in preserving the reserve's sanctity.

HC Rejected Notification of National Green Tribunal
The Madras High Court rejected a 2017 Central notification that designated the
North Zone bench of the National Green Tribunal in Delhi as a principal bench.
Highlights:
It went on to say that if a procedure of transferring cases to Delhi is implemented,
it will amount to denying access to justice.
It was observed that the NGT's five zonal benches are equally powerful, and their
decisions are applicable throughout India.
The zonal benches are as follows: Central Zone Bhopal, East Zone Kolkata, South
Zone Chennai, West Zone Pune, and North Zone New Delhi.
About NGT:
According to the National Green Tribunal Act, it is a statutory body that was
established in 2010.
It is a specialized judicial institution, equipped with expertise, dedicated to hearing
environmental cases in the country
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) is chaired by a retired Supreme Court judge.
It is not subject to the procedures stipulated in the 1908 Civil Procedure Law, but
should be guided by the principles of natural justice.
The Tribunal's orders are binding, and it has the authority to grant relief in the form
of compensation and damages to those who have been harmed.

Lemru Elephant Reserve in Chhattisgarh
This is a proposed elephant sanctuary in Chhattisgarh. Lemru is one of two
elephant sanctuaries planned to prevent human-animal conflicts in the area.
Elephants moved from Odisha and Jharkhand to Chhattisgarh. The proposed area
under the reserve is part of the Hasdeo Aranya Forest, which is a very diverse
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biological area and also rich in coal.

Tiger Corridor in Rajasthan
The Rajasthan authorities will strengthen a tiger hall connecting the newly
proposed Ramgarh Tiger Reserve', Ranthambore Tiger Reserve and Mukundra
Hills Tiger Reserve. Sariska Tiger Reserve is some other Tiger reserve in
Rajasthan.
About the Animal Corridor:
Wildlife or animal corridors are supposed to make certain secure passage for
animals between two remoted habitats. In flora and fauna parlance, corridors are
normally of two types: functional and structural.
Functional corridors are described in phrases of performance from the point of
view of the animal (basically areas where there has been recorded movement of
wildlife).
Structural corridors are contiguous strips of forested areas and structurally connect
the otherwise fragmented blocks of the landscape.
When structural corridors are affected by means of human anthropogenic activities,
practical corridors routinely widen because of animal use.
In 2019, the National Tiger Conservation Authority in collaboration with the
Wildlife Institute of India published a document, mapping out 32 foremost
corridors across the country, administration interventions for which are
operationalised via a Tiger Conservation Plan.
The states are required to publish a Tiger Conservation Plan under area 38V of the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
Other Protected Areas in Rajasthan: Desert National Park, Jaisalmer; Keoladeo
National Park, Bharatpur; Sajjangarh flora and fauna sanctuary, Udaipur; National
Chambal Sanctuary (on tri-junction of Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh).
IUCN List: Endangered.
Project Tiger: The project is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme of the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change launched in 1973 to furnish central help
to the tiger States for tiger conservation in specified tiger reserves in India. The
project is administered through the National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA).

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF

.com

(July 12 - July 18, 2021)

DEFENCE
Indian Soldiers in Italy - World War II
During an official visit to the United Kingdom and Italy, the Indian Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) will unveil an Indian Army Memorial in Cassino, Italy. The
memorial honours over 3,100 Commonwealth servicemen who helped liberate Italy
during World War II (1939-1945). This memorial also honours 900 Indian soldiers.
Highlights:
Indian Army in Italy:
The Indian Army participated in the Italian campaign with three infantry divisions.
The Indian Divisions were the 4th, 8th, and 10th.
The 8 Indian Infantry Division was the first to arrive in the country and saw action
in Iraq and Iran when the British invaded these countries in 1941.
The second to arrive was the 4th Indian Division, which came to Italy from North
Africa in December 1943. It was deployed in Cassino in 1944.
The third is the 10th Indian Division, which was established in Ahmed Nagar in
1941 and moved to Italy in 1944.
Men from the Punjab and the Indian plains adapted to the extremely hostile
conditions encountered in Italy.
Even Nepalese Gurkhas struggled in the Italian mountains due to the heavy and
persistent rain and freezing nights.
All three divisions performed well in the Italian campaign and were highly
respected by the Axis and Allied commanders.
Indian Troops in WWII:
During WWII, the Indian Army had the largest volunteer force, with over 2.5
million (more than 20 lakh) Indians serving.
As part of the Allies, these troops fought against the Axis powers (Germany, Italy,
and Japan). They came from a variety of organisations, including:
Indian Army:
In the first half of the 1940s, India was still under British rule, and the Indian army
participated in two world wars. It includes Indian and European soldiers.
East India Company Army and British Army:
In addition to the Indian army, there was the East India Company Army, which
recruited both Indian and European soldiers, as well as the British Army, which
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was also present in India.

INS Tabar Exercises was Held
The INS Tabar exercise was held with the Italian Navy near Naples, Italy, as part of
a continuous deployment to the Mediterranean
Highlights:
The exercise covered a broad range of naval operations, such as air defence
procedures and communication drills.
The exercise benefited both parties by improving interoperability and
consolidating combined operations against maritime threats.
Major Indian Maritime Exercises:
SLINEX - Sri Lanka
Bongosagar and IN-BN CORPAT Bangladesh
JIMEX - Japan
Naseem-Al-Bahr - Oman
Indra - Russia
Za'ir-Al-Bahr - Qatar
Samudra Shakti - Indonesia
Indo-Thai CORPAT - Thailand
IMCOR - Malaysia
SIMBEX - Singapore
AUSINDEX - Australia
Malabar Exercise - Japan, and the USA
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ARTS & CULTURE
Celebration of Bonalu Festival
Bonalu is a traditional folk festival celebrated each and every year in the Telugu
month of Ashadham (falling in June/July).
Highlights:
Bonalu is celebrated every year in the twin cities of Secunderabad and Hyderabad
and Secunderabad, and some other parts of Telangana state. The Bonalu festival
was declared a state festival' by the K Chandrasekhar Rao-led government after the
state's formation back in the year 2014.
The Bonalu festival involves scores of devotees offering the traditional bonam'
(derived from Bhojanam, meaning meals) to the goddess Mahankali at 25 temples
across the twin cities of Hyderabad and Secunderabad.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 12 - July 18, 2021)

SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
STI-Led BRICS Innovation Cooperation Action Plan
The BRICS countries have agreed to India's proposed BRICS Innovation
Cooperation Action Plan (2021-24), led by STI.
Highlights:
India proposed the Action Plan at the 12th Meeting of the BRICS S&T Steering
Committee.
India has proposed plans to promote the sharing of experiences in mutual
innovation ecosystems and networks of innovators and entrepreneurs.
The BRICS Science, Technology, Innovation, and Entrepreneurship Partnership
(STIEP) Working Group would work out the specifics of the Action Plan.
In July 2021, the Department of Science and Technology of India hosted the
twelfth meeting of the BRICS Science and Technology Steering Committee.
BRICS science ministries and agencies participated in the meeting.
In addition, all countries agreed on the thematic areas proposed by India for the
Sixth BRICS Conference of Young Scientists to be held in Bangalore from
September 13 to 16, 2021.
The conclave will cover three topics: healthcare, energy solutions, and cyberphysical systems (CPS) and their applications.

GoI Organised a Webinar on Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav
The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Government of India, organised a
webinar on Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.'
About Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat' programme:
On the occasion of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel's 140th birth anniversary, Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the initiative "Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat" on October 31, 2015.
It is carried out under the overall supervision of the Ministry of Education.
The scheme was established to celebrate India's cultural vibrancy while also
establishing a strong mechanism to instil nationalism and cultural awareness among
our country's citizens.
Through the concept of state/UT pairing, it aims to improve interaction and mutual
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understanding between people from different states/UTs.
Several initiatives have been launched as part of the Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat
programme.
Thus, the scheme strengthens sentimental bonds between people from different
states and fosters a sense of 'One Nation' among all citizens of the country.
About Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav:
It is a series of activities organized by the Indian government to commemorate the
75th anniversary of India's independence.
In the spirit of Jan-Bhagidari, it will be celebrated as a Jan-Utsav.
It is based on five pillars, namely free struggle, 75-year-old ideas, 75-year-old
achievements, 75-year-old actions and 75-year-old determination, as a guiding
force for progress, inspired by dreams and duties.
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SCHEMES
RoSCTL Scheme Has Been Approved
The government has approved the continuation of the Rebate of State and Central
Taxes and Levies (RoSCTL) on Apparel/Garments and Made-ups Export.
Highlights:
The Centre has extended the RoSCTL Scheme on apparel and garment exports for
another three years.
The move significantly lowers the price of Indian products in the global market
because manufacturers no longer have to include the cost of state and central taxes.
The center clarified that textile products not covered by RoSCTL should be
eligible for benefits under the RoDTEP scheme
About RoSCTL Scheme:
Exporters will receive duty credit scrip with levies and embedded taxes contained
in exported products under the RoSCTL scheme. Exporters can use this scrip to pay
taxes when importing equipment and machinery.
Should not export taxes and duties is a globally recognized principle in order to
create a level playing field for exporters in the international market.
Recognizing the significance of refunding embedded taxes, cesses, and duties, the
Ministry of Textiles first introduced the Rebate of State Levies (ROSL) scheme in
2016.
The RoSCTL scheme, which was announced in 2019, provides exporters with a
duty credit scrip for the value of the embedded taxes in their exported products.

PRASHAD Scheme in Varanasi
In Varanasi, the Prime Minister launched PRASHAD projects.
About PRASHAD Scheme:
PRASHAD is an acronym that stands for "National Mission on Pilgrimage
Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive."
This is a central sector scheme fully funded by the Government of India and
established by the Tourism Ministry in 2014-15.
Its goal is to integrate the development of identified pilgrimage and heritage sites.
This scheme aims to develop infrastructure such as entry points (rail, road, and
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water transport), last mile connectivity, basic tourism facilities such as
information/interpretation centres, ATM/Money exchange, eco-friendly modes of
transport, area lighting and illumination with renewable sources of energy,,
drinking water, parking, toilets, waiting rooms, cloakrooms, first aid centres, craft
bazaars/haats/souvenir shops/cafteria, rain shelters, telecom facilities, internet
connectivity, and so on.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
National Fish Farmers Day - 10th July
Every year on July 10th, National Fish Farmers Day is observed to honour
scientists Dr. K. H. Alikunhi and Dr. H.L. Chaudhury.
About National Fish Farmers Day:
On July 10, 1957, these two scientists successfully demonstrated the technology of
induced breeding (Hypophysation) in Indian Major Carps at CIFRI's erstwhile
"Pond Culture Division" in Cuttack, Odisha (presently Central Institute of
Freshwater Aquaculture, CIFA, Bhubaneswar).
The event aims to draw attention to the need for the country to change the way it
manages its fisheries resources in order to ensure sustainable stocks and healthy
ecosystems.
The event is commemorated each year by honouring outstanding fish farmers,
aquapreneurs, and fisher folk for their achievements in the field and contributions
to the growth of the country's fisheries sector.
In addition to officials, scientists, professionals, entrepreneurs and stakeholders,
fishermen and fish farmers from all over the country participated in the event.

World Population Day - 11th July
World Population Day is discovered globally on eleventh July every year. This day
is found to increase awareness amongst human beings about the affect of a
developing population and troubles which include gender equality, the significance
of household planning, poverty, maternal health, human rights, etc.
Theme:the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on fertility
History:
In 1989, World Population Day used to be installed by using the Governing
Council of the United National Development Programme as an outgrowth of the
activity generated with the aid of the Day of Five Billion, which was once found on
eleven July 1987. The United Nations General Assembly via resolution 45/216 of
December 1990, decided to continue observing World Population Day raises
cognizance of populace problems like their family members to the environment and
development. On eleven July 1990, the day was once first marked in more than
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ninety countries.

World Malala Day - 12th July
The United Nations has declared 12th July as World Malala Day to honour the
younger activist, Malala Yousafzai. Malala Day is commemorated, the birthday of
Malala Yousafzai, to honour girls and children's rights around the world. On
October 9, 2012, Malala was once shot in the head by Taliban gunmen after she
publicly advocated for the education of girls. Despite the attack, Malala soon
lowered back to the public eye, fiercer in her views than before and persevered in
her advocacy for gender rights. She established the Malala Fund, a non-profit
organization to help younger ladies go to school and also co-authored a e-book
titled I Am Malala, a global bestseller.
Malala has been felicitated with numerous awards and honours:
In 2012, she was awarded the first-ever National Youth Peace Prize with the aid of
the Pakistan government.
In 2014, at age 17, She grew to be the youngest-ever recipient of the Nobel Peace
Prize in recognition of her efforts for children's rights which had begun even before
she was shot.
The UN has declared her as the most well-known teenager in the world in its
Decade in Review document in late 2019.
Malala has additionally been awarded honorary Canadian citizenship and grew to
become the youngest individual to address the House of Commons in Canada.
The documentary on the activist, He Named Me Malala, was shortlisted for the
Oscars in 2015.
She has also authored some other e book titled We Are Displaced that chronicles
her experiences of traveling the world and journeying refugee camps.

World Youth Skills Day - 15th July
World Youth Skills Day is celebrated by United Nations (UN) globally on 15 July
every year. Youth Skills Day is celebrated as an opportunity for young people.
Highlights:
The opportunities of young people include technical and vocational education and
training institutions, public and private sector stakeholders to acknowledge &
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celebrate the importance of equipping all young people with skills for employment
and decent work and entrepreneurship.In the year 2014, the General Assembly
(UNGA) declared 15 July as World Youth Skills Day to celebrate the strategic
importance of equipping young people with employment, decent work, and
entrepreneurship skills.
Theme: Reimagining Youth Skills Post-Pandemic

World International Justice Day - 17th July
World International Justice Day is also known as International Criminal Justice
Day or International Justice Day is observed globally on July 17 to support and
recognize the work of the International Criminal Court (ICC). The Justice day
denotes the anniversary of the adoption of the Rome Statute on 17 July 1998, the
treaty that created the ICC. It came about when 120 states adopted a statute in
Rome. It was known as the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. All
the countries that agreed to adopt the statute were accepting the jurisdiction of the
ICC.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
Memorandum of Cooperation between Japan Fair Trade Commission and the
Competition Commission of India
The Cabinet has approved the Memorandum of Cooperation between the Japan Fair
Trade Commission and the Competition Commission of India.
Highlights:
The MoC is expected to promote and strengthen cooperation between the two
countries in the areas of competition law and policy.
This will enable CCI to imitate and learn from the experience and lessons of
Japan's corresponding competition agencies, thereby improving efficiency.
It is also expected to assist CCI's enforcement of the Competition Act, 2002.

APEDA Inks MoU with NAFED
A Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Agricultural and
Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) and the
National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd. (NAFED).
Highlights:
Goal of the Memorandum of Understanding: Take advantage of the export
potential of agricultural products and processed foods of cooperatives and farmer
producer organizations (FPOs)
Key areas of cooperation include facilitating APEDA registered exporters to
receive assistance under all programes implemented through NAFED
The MoU aims to ensure the long-term viability and growth of cooperative exports
by addressing issues such as technology, skill, high-quality products, and market
access.
It will also make it easier for Farmers' Cooperatives to participate in global trade.
About APEDA:
It is the apex body within the Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry in charge
of agricultural export promotion.
It was created by the APEDA Act of 1985.
About NAFED:
It is the apex organisation of agricultural marketing cooperatives in India.
It was established on October 2, 1958.
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It is governed by the Multi-State Co-operative Societies Act of 2002.
NAFED is now one of India's largest procurement and marketing agencies for
agricultural products

Ladakh Sign MoU with Sikkim
The UT of Ladakh organic, the administration of Ladakh, signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with the Sikkim State Organic Certification Agency
(SOCCA). A tripartite MOU has been signed between SSOCA and Ladakh
regarding Prampragat Krishi Vikas Yojana and Mission Organic Development
Initiative (MODI) implementation in the Ladakh region to convert UT into organic
by the year 2025. The main target of this MoU is to get the organic certification
after a tie-up with the Government of India.
Highlights:
The target is to make Ladakh a certified organic UT by 2025, which will be
completed in three phases.
First phase: 85 villages have been identified to convert 5000 hectares of land into
organic.
Second phase: 82 villages will be covered with 10000 hectares.
Third phase: the department has selected 79 towns that will cover the remaining
areas.
The first state to become 100 percent organic is Sikkim is, with all of its farmland
certified organic. The use and sale of chemical fertilizers & pesticides are banned in
Sikkim.

MoU between India and Denmark
The Cabinet has approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Health and
Medicine Cooperation between India and the Kingdom of Denmark.
Highlights:
Through joint initiatives and technology development in the health sector, the
bilateral MoU will encourage cooperation between India's Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare and Denmark's Ministry of Health.
It will strengthen India-Denmark bilateral ties.
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MoU between India and Russia
The Cabinet has approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India
and the Russian Federation on cooperation in the production of coking coal, which
is used in the production of steel.
Highlights:
The goal of the memorandum of understanding is to strengthen cooperation in the
steel industry between the governments of India and Russia.
The MoU will benefit the entire steel industry by lowering input costs. This could
reduce the cost of steel in the country while also promoting equity and
inclusiveness.
The Memorandum of Understanding will establish an institutional mechanism for
India and Russia to cooperate in the coking coal sector.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Which event is generally considered to be the first belligerent act of World
War II?
A.Germanys attack on Russia
B.Germanys attack on Poland
C.Germanys attack on Britain
D.Germanys attack on Austria

Answer B
Explanation Sept. 1, 1939: Germany invades Poland, marking what many regard as the start of
the war, though Japan invaded China on July 7, 1937.

2) Which two countries were the first to declare war on Germany?
A.Italy and Greece
B.Britain and France
C.Norway and Denmark
D.The United States and the USSR

Answer B
Explanation On September 3, 1939, in response to Hitler's invasion of Poland, Britain and
France, both allies of the overrun nation declare war on Germany.

3) What is the IUCN Status of Black Panther?
A.Vulnerable
B.Extinct
C.Endangered
D.Critically Endangered

Answer A
Explanation A rare Melanistic Leopard (also known as a Black Panther) has been discovered in
Maharashtra's Navegaon-Nagzira Tiger Reserve (NNTR). IUCN Red List: Vulnerable.CITES:
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Appendix I.Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I.

4) Against which country did the Soviet Union instigate an armed conflict in
late 1939?
A.Finland
B.Yugoslavia
C.Czechoslovakia
D.Hungary

Answer A
Explanation On November 30, 1939, Soviet forces bombed Helsinki and invaded Finland. The
international community was outraged, but Soviet victory seemed inevitable.

5) Where is Nagzira wildlife sanctuary located
A.Maharashtra
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Kerala
D.Karnataka

Answer A
Explanation Nagzira wildlife sanctuary is located between Bhandara-Gondia district of
Maharashtra. Closest National Highway is NH-53. Nagzira Wildlife Sanctuary is locked in the
arms of nature and adorned with a picturesque landscape, luxuriant vegetation and serves as a
living outdoor museum to explore and appreciate nature.

6) What were the first two western European countries that Germany
invaded?
A.France and Belgium
B.Norway and Denmark
C.Switzerland and Liechtenstein
D.Austria and the Netherlands

Answer B
Explanation In April 1940, the Nazis invaded the neutral countries of Denmark and Norway in
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order to protect their supply of steel and other resources from Scandinavia. Then, in May,
Germany invaded the Netherlands. By May 17, the Germans had overrun that nation and half of
Belgium, and they were fighting their way to France.

7) When Navegaon-Nagzira Wild life Sanctuary became a Tiger Reserve?
A.2021
B.2020
C.2013
D.2017

Answer C
Explanation It is located in the Maharashtra districts of Gondia and Bhandara.The Tiger Reserve
is strategically located in the heart of the central Indian Tiger landscape, which contributes nearly
one-sixth of the country's total tiger population.In December 2013, it was designated as India's
46th Tiger Reserve.

8) Which best describes Germanys standard invasion strategy at the beginning
of World War II?
A.Attack with a combination of speed and overwhelming force
B.Intimidate the enemy by first amassing a large force along the enemys border
C.Begin with acts of sabotage behind enemy lines
D.Draw out battles for as long as possible to wear the enemy out

Answer A
Explanation During an official visit to the United Kingdom and Italy, the Indian Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) will unveil an Indian Army Memorial in Cassino, Italy. The memorial honours
over 3,100 Commonwealth servicemen who helped liberate Italy during World War II
(1939-1945). This memorial also honours 900 Indian soldiers.

9) When was Competition Commission of India established?
A.2003
B.2005
C.2007
D.2009
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Answer A
Explanation Competition Commission of India is the competition regulator in India. It is a
statutory body of the Government of India responsible for enforcing The Competition Act, 2002
and promoting competition throughout India and to prevent activities that have an appreciable
adverse effect on competition in India.

10) Who manage agriculture infrastructure fund?
A.Agriculture Ministry
B.NABARD
C.Central Government
D.State Government

Answer B
Explanation The scheme also entails providing credit guarantee coverage under Credit
Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) for loans up to Rs. 2 Crore.
NABARD will steer this initiative in association with the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare.

11) When Madurai Malli got GI Tag?
A.2010
B.2011
C.2012
D.2013

Answer D
Explanation Madurai malli, a popular jasmine flower known for its fragrance, was given GI
recognition in 2013. GI protection prevents producers of similar flowers in other regions from
using the specific tag and helps growers in the specific region preserve their identity in the local
and global market

12) When was DPIIT founded?
A.1995
B.1996
C.1997
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D.1998

Answer A
Explanation The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade is a central
government department under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry in India.

13) Where is GIFT City in India?
A.Gujarat
B.West Bengal
C.Karnataka
D.Kerala

Answer A
Explanation Gujarat International Finance Tec-City is a business district near Ahmedabad in
Gujarat, India. It is India's first operational greenfield smart city and international financial
services centre.

14) When was BRICS founded?
A.2006
B.2005
C.2004
D.2003

Answer A
Explanation BRICS is the acronym coined to associate five major emerging economies: Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and South Africa. The BRICS members are known for their significant
influence on regional affairs. Since 2009, the governments of the BRICS states have met annually
at formal summits.

15) When was National Fish Farmers Day observed?
A.July 10
B.July 11
C.July 12
D.July 13
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Answer A
Explanation Every year on July 10th, National Fish Farmers Day is observed to honour scientists
Dr. K. H. Alikunhi and Dr. H.L. Chaudhury.On July 10, 1957, these two scientists successfully
demonstrated the technology of induced breeding (Hypophysation) in Indian Major Carps at
CIFRI's erstwhile "Pond Culture Division" in Cuttack, Odisha (presently Central Institute of
Freshwater Aquaculture, CIFA, Bhubaneswar).

16) Avicennia marina is also know as ____________.
A.White Mangrove
B.Grey Mangrove
C.Black Mangrove
D.Both A and B

Answer D
Explanation It is a shrub or tree that belongs to the Acanthaceae family and is also known as
grey mangrove or white mangroveThey are 1014 m long on average, with light grey or whitish
bark and stiff, brittle, thin flakes. Their upper leaves are thick, glossy, and bright green, while the
lower leaves are grey or silvery white with small hairs.

17) When was World Population Day observed?
A.July 11
B.July 12
C.July 13
D.July 14

Answer A
Explanation World Population Day is discovered globally on eleventh July every year. This day
is found to increase awareness amongst human beings about the affect of a developing population
and troubles which include gender equality, the significance of household planning, poverty,
maternal health, human rights, etc.

18) When was World Malala Day observed?
A.July 11
B.July 12
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C.July 13
D.July 14

Answer B
Explanation The United Nations has declared 12th July as World Malala Day to honour the
younger activist, Malala Yousafzai. Malala Day is commemorated, the birthday of Malala
Yousafzai, to honour girls and childrens rights around the world.

19) When was World Population Day observed first?
A.1990
B.1991
C.1992
D.1993

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations General Assembly via resolution 45/216 of December 1990,
decided to continue observing World Population Day raises cognizance of populace problems
like their family members to the environment and development. On eleven July 1990, the day was
once first marked in more than ninety countries

20) When was Malala awarded National Youth Peace Prize?
A.2010
B.2012
C.2014
D.2016

Answer B
Explanation In 2012, she was awarded the first-ever National Youth Peace Prize with the aid of
the Pakistan government.In 2014, at age 17, She grew to be the youngest-ever recipient of the
Nobel Peace Prize in recognition of her efforts for childrens rights which had begun even before
she was shot.

21) JIMEX is the maritime exercise of ____________.
A.Japan
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B.Sri Lanka
C.Russia
D.Oman

Answer A
Explanation JIMEX series of exercises commenced in January 2012 with special focus on
maritime security cooperation. It is conducted biennially between the Indian Navy and Japanese
Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF).

22) When did Bhalia Wheat got GI Tag?
A.2010
B.2011
C.2012
D.2013

Answer B
Explanation The Bhalia variety of wheat received GI certification in July, 2011. This Wheat has
high protein content and is sweet in taste.

23) Naseem-Al-Bahr is the maritime exercise of ____________.
A.Japan
B.Sri Lanka
C.Russia
D.Oman

Answer D
Explanation Naseem-Al-Bahr (or Sea Breeze) is a biennial naval exercise between the Indian
Navy and the RNO, being conducted since 1993. The RNO ships will be joined by IN Ships Beas
and Subhadra, which will arrive at Goa for the harbour phase of the exercise.

24) A new test rig facility based on Concentrated Solar Thermal (CST)
technology was established in _____________
A.Hyderabad
B.Bangalore
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C.Chennai
D.Mumbai

Answer A
Explanation A new test rig facility based on Concentrated Solar Thermal (CST) technology was
established in Hyderabad. It can help test the capabilities and performance of solar thermal
components such as solar receiver tubes, condensers, and heat transfer fluids.The facility was
established by the Advanced Research Center for Powder Metallurgy and New Materials (ARCI),
an autonomous institute of the Ministry of Science and Technology.

25) Indra is the maritime exercise of ____________.
A.Japan
B.Sri Lanka
C.Russia
D.Oman

Answer C
Explanation The 11th edition of exercise INDRA NAVY, a biennial bilateral maritime exercise
between Indian Navy and Russian Navy is scheduled in the Bay of Bengal from 04 to 05
September 2020. Initiated in 2003, Ex INDRA NAVY epitomises the long-term strategic
relationship between the two Navies.

26) When was Integrated Child Development Services launched?
A.1980
B.1975
C.1960
D.1965

Answer B
Explanation BPL is not a criterion for registration of beneficiaries under ICDS. The Scheme is
universal for all categories of beneficiaries and in coverage. Launched in 1975 in 33 Blocks
(Projects) with 4891 AWCs.

27) SLINEX is the maritime exercise of ____________.
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A.Japan
B.Sri Lanka
C.Russia
D.Oman

Answer B
Explanation The 8th edition of annual India Sri Lanka bilateral naval maritime exercise,
SLINEX-20 will be held at Trincomalee, Sri Lanka from 19 to 21 October 2020. The 7th edition
of SLINEX was conducted off Visakhapatnam in September 2019.

28) When was Savitribai Phule Pune University established?
A.1949
B.1950
C.1951
D.1952

Answer A
Explanation Savitribai Phule Pune University, formerly University of Pune and University of
Poona, is a collegiate public state university located in Pune, Maharashtra. Established in 1949,
and spread over a 411 acres campus.

29) Zair-Al-Bahr is the maritime exercise of ____________.
A.Japan
B.Qatar
C.Russia
D.Oman

Answer B
Explanation The bilateral maritime exercise Za'ir-Al-Bahr (Roar of the Sea) is conducted
between India and Qatar. The exercise helps to strengthen cooperation and enhance
interoperability between the two navies. It majorly focuses on the fight against terrorism,
maritime piracy, and maritime security.

30) When was Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat launched?
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A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
D.2018

Answer A
Explanation On the occasion of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel's 140th birth anniversary, Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi announced the initiative "Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat" on October 31,
2015.It is carried out under the overall supervision of the Ministry of Education.The scheme was
established to celebrate India's cultural vibrancy while also establishing a strong mechanism to
instil nationalism and cultural awareness among our country's citizens.

31) Samudra Shakti is the maritime exercise of ____________.
A.Japan
B.Qatar
C.Indonesia
D.Oman

Answer C
Explanation The Navies of India and Indonesia are holding bilateral naval exercise called
'Samudra Shakti' in Bay of Bengal on 6-7 November 2019. This year is the second edition of
India, Indonesia Bilateral Naval Exercise. The inaugural edition of exercise was held at the port
of Surabaya, Indonesia in November 2018.

32) Where was First Cryptogamic Garden of India Inaugrated?
A.Maharashtra
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Andhra Pradesh
D.Uttarakhand

Answer D
Explanation With around 50 different species grown, India's first cryptogamic garden has been
inaugurated in the Deoban area of Dehradun in Uttarakhand. The garden is located at the height
of 9,000 feet and unfolds over three acres.
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33) Indo-Thai CORPAT is the maritime exercise of ____________.
A.Japan
B.Qatar
C.Indonesia
D.Thailand

Answer D
Explanation The 31st edition of the India-Thailand Coordinated Patrol (Indo-Thai CORPAT)
kicked off on June 09, 2021, in the Andaman Sea. The three-day coordinated patrol between the
Indian Navy and the Royal Thai Navy is being conducted from 09 to 11 June 2021.

34) At present, Department of Public Enterprises is under ____________
Ministry.
A.Finance
B.Health
C.Education
D.Commerce

Answer A
Explanation The Government of India has determined to carry Department of Public Enterprises
(DPE) beneath the finance ministry. DPE was beforehand underneath the Ministry of Heavy
Industries and Public Enterprises.

35) IMCOR is the maritime exercise of ____________.
A.Japan
B.Malaysia
C.Indonesia
D.Thailand

Answer B
Explanation The INS Tabar exercise was held with the Italian Navy near Naples, Italy, as part of
a continuous deployment to the Mediterranean. The exercise covered a broad range of naval
operations, such as air defence procedures and communication drills.
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36) To host SAMVEDAN 2021, IIT-Madras teamed up with ___________.
A.Sony India
B.Amazon
C.PhonePe
D.Google pay

Answer A
Explanation IIT Madras Pravartak Technologies Foundation and Sony India Software Centre Pvt
Ltd have joined hands to organise a national-level hackathon named SAMVEDAN 2021 Sensing
Solutions for Bharat.

37) SIMBEX is the maritime exercise of ____________.
A.Japan
B.Malaysia
C.Singapore
D.Thailand

Answer C
Explanation The SIMBEX series of exercises are being held between the Indian Navy and
Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN), annually since 1994. The exercise aims at enhancing mutual
inter-operability and imbibing best practices from each other.

38) SIMBEX is the maritime exercise of ____________.
A.Japan
B.Malaysia
C.Singapore
D.Thailand

Answer C
Explanation The SIMBEX series of exercises are being held between the Indian Navy and
Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN), annually since 1994. The exercise aims at enhancing mutual
inter-operability and imbibing best practices from each other.

39) New Department of Faith and Culture is created in ____________.
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A.Assam
B.West Bengal
C.Gujarat
D.Arunachal

Answer A
Explanation The Assam Cabinet on Saturday announced the creation of an independent
department to protect and preserve the faith, culture and traditions of tribes and indigenous
communities of the state.

40) AUSINDEX is the maritime exercise of ____________.
A.Japan
B.Malaysia
C.Singapore
D.Thailand

Answer C
Explanation A Royal Australian Navy (RAN) maritime task group has commenced
AUSINDEX, a major bienial bilateral exercise, with the Indian Navy in Visakhapatnam, India.

41) When was BHIM - UPI released initially?
A.2016
B.2017
C.2015
D.2018

Answer A
Explanation BHIM is an Indian mobile payment App developed by the National Payments
Corporation of India, based on the Unified Payments Interface. Named after B. R. Ambedkar and
launched on 30 December 2016, it is intended to facilitate e-payments directly through banks and
encourage cashless transactions.

42) When was Council Of Scientific And Industrial Research founded?
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A.1956
B.1957
C.1958
D.1959

Answer D
Explanation Central Scientific Instruments Organisation is a Chandigarh founded in 1959, Indiabased national laboratory dedicated to research, design and development of scientific and
industrial instruments.

43) When was Mission Turmeric launched in India?
A.2019
B.2020
C.2021
D.2018

Answer C
Explanation Mission Turmeric 2021, a campaign led by a former naval officer who is an expert
in soil-less agriculture, has been currently in progress. It intends to start an "orange revolution" by
teaching people how to grow turmeric in shade houses in grow bags (large porous containers
made of high density polyethylene) packed with coco-peat (made from the pith of the coconut
husk) instead of soil.

44) When was National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of
India founded?
A.1958
B.1956
C.1957
D.1960

Answer A
Explanation National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India National
Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India. National Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India Ltd. was established on the auspicious day of Gandhi Jayanti on
2nd October 1958.
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45) Which of the following announced Retail Direct Gilt Accounts Scheme?
A.RBI
B.LVB
C.KVB
D.PNB

Answer A
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced a scheme that will allow retail
investors to open retail direct gilt accounts (RDG) directly with the central bank. In February
2021, the RBI Retail Direct facility was announced as part of ongoing efforts to increase retail
participation in government securities.

46) Which of the following launched VIPER Mission?
A.JAXA
B.NASA
C.ISRO
D.ESA

Answer B
Explanation The Volatiles Investigating Polar Exploration Rover (VIPER) will be launched by
NASA in 2023. VIPER stands for Volatiles Investigating Polar Exploration Rover, and it is a
mobile robot

47) In which year Kargil got Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council?
A.2003
B.2004
C.2005
D.2006

Answer A
Explanation The Hill Council in Kargil came in to existence in July 2003. In the 30 Councilors
team, 26 Councilors were elected from the respective constituencies, 4 Councilors were
nominated from the Principal Minority and Women folk.
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48) First Cryptogamic Garden of India is in _____________.
A.Dehradun
B.Haridwar
C.Chamoli
D.Uttarkashi

Answer A
Explanation The Chakrata town of Dehradun, Uttarakhand, was the site of India's first
cryptogamic garden. Nearly 50 species of lichens, ferns, and fungi will be housed in the garden
(collectively known as Cryptogamae)

49) Single Largest Solar Park of India to be set up at ___________.
A.Gujarat
B.West Bengal
C.Karnataka
D.Rajasthan

Answer A
Explanation State-owned NTPC will set up country's single largest solar park at Rann of Kutch
in Gujarat following the go-ahead from the government. The 4,750-megawatt (MW) renewable
energy park at Rann of Kutch in Khavada Gujarat will be set up by NTPC Renewable Energy ltd,
the power giant said in a statement.

50) Where will Khelo India Youth Games 2022 is going to be held?
A.Punjab
B.Haryana
C.Rajasthan
D.Karnataka

Answer B
Explanation The state authorities of Haryana will organise the Khelo India Youth Games 2021
in February 2022. Earlier, the sports activities exhibit was once scheduled to be held from
November 21 to December 5, 2021, but has been shifted due to the viable third wave of Covid-19
pandemic
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51) When was World Youth Skills Day observed?
A.July 15
B.July 12
C.July 14
D.July 13

Answer A
Explanation World Youth Skills Day is celebrated by United Nations (UN) globally on 15 July
every year. Youth Skills Day is celebrated as an opportunity for young people.

52) What is the IUCN Status of Gangetic dolphin?
A.Endangered
B.Critically Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation IUCN Status of the Gangetic dolphin has been declared as an endangered aquatic
animal. This is one of the four freshwater dolphins species globally. Another three species are
found in the Yangtze River, the Indus River in Pakistan and the Amazon River globally.

53) Indian Space Research Organisation planned to launch Geo Imaging
Satellite in ___________.
A.August 2021
B.September 2021
C.October 2021
D.November 2021

Answer A
Explanation The ISRO (Indian Space Research Organisation) is back into its launch activity
fully at Sriharikota with the planned orbiting of geo imaging satellite GISAT-1 onboard GSLVF10 rocket on August 12.
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54) Which of the following state becomes 100% organic first?
A.Jammu
B.Ladakh
C.Sikkim
D.Assam

Answer C
Explanation The first state to become 100 percent organic is Sikkim is, with all of its farmland
certified organic. The use and sale of chemical fertilizers & pesticides are banned in Sikkim.

55) When was Ketevan the Martyr born?
A.1562
B.1560
C.1524
D.1515

Answer B
Explanation Ketevan the Martyr was a queen of Kakheti, a kingdom in eastern Georgia. She was
regent of Kakheti during the minority of her son Teimuraz I of Kakheti from 1605 to 1614.

56) When was Sikkim announced completely organic?
A.2003
B.2005
C.2007
D.2009

Answer A
Explanation In 2003, Chief Minister Pawan Chamling announced the vision for Sikkim to be
India's first organic state. In 2010, the state launched the Organic Mission, an action plan defining
the measures to implement in order to reach the target of converting the entire state to organic.

57) Where is Sriharikota located?
A.East Godavari
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B.Nellore
C.Guntur
D.Prakasam

Answer B
Explanation Sriharikota is a barrier island off the Bay of Bengal coast located in the Shar Project
settlement of Nellore district in Andhra Pradesh, India. It houses the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre, one of the two satellite launch centres in India.

58) Where are Gangetic dolphins found in India?
A.Assam
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Ganges river dolphins prefer deep waters, in and around the confluence of rivers.
The distribution range of the Ganges river dolphins in India covers seven states namely, Assam,
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal.

59) When was UNGA declared World Youth Skill day?
A.2016
B.2015
C.2014
D.2013

Answer C
Explanation In the year 2014, the General Assembly (UNGA) declared 15 July as World Youth
Skills Day to celebrate the strategic importance of equipping young people with employment,
decent work, and entrepreneurship skills.

60) Which of the following is true regarding Gangetic Dolphin?
A.The Ganges river dolphin can only live in freshwater and is essentially blind.
B.The Ganges river dolphin can live in both Saline water and freshwater and is essentially blind.
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C.The Ganges river dolphin can only live in freshwater and is not blind.
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The Ganges river dolphin can only live in freshwater and is essentially blind. They
hunt by emitting ultrasonic sounds, which bounces off of fish and other prey.
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