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BANKING & FINANCE
Interest Rates on Small Saving Schemes
For the JulySeptember quarter, the government may lower interest rates on small
savings schemes. A reduction in small savings rates at this point would harm
households even more as inflation rises.
About Small Saving Schemes/Instruments:
They are the most important source of household savings in India, with a total of
12 instruments.
Depositors receive a guaranteed return on their investment.
All small savings instrument collections are credited to the National Small Savings
Fund (NSSF).
Small savings have emerged as an important source of funding for the government
deficit.
Small savings instruments can be classified as
Postal Deposits, which include a savings account, recurring deposits, time deposits
with varying maturities, and a monthly income scheme.
National Small Savings Certificate (NSC) and Kisan Vikas Patra are two types of
savings certificates (KVP).
Social Security Schemes: Public Provident Fund (PPF), Sukanya Samriddhi
Scheme, and Senior Citizens Savings Scheme (SCSS).
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Financial Assistance by World Bank - Kerala
The Board of Executive Directors from the World Bank has accepted a $125
million support for the Resilient Kerala Program' to assist the country in
preparedness in opposition to herbal disasters, local weather exchange impacts,
disease outbreaks, and pandemics. The $125 million mortgage from the
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) has a remaining
maturity of 14 years which include a grace duration of six years.
Highlights:
The heavy monsoons of 2018 have been the worst Kerala had seen in nearly a
century, triggering devastating floods and landslides. It impacted more than 5
million people, frequently in the Pamba River Basin.
The Resilient Program will focus on two key areas:1st, It will incorporate
disaster threat planning in the grasp plans of city and local self-governments to ease
economic constraints on the country government when faced with surprising
shocks. 2nd, It will help make the health, water sources management, agriculture,
and road sectors more resilient to calamities.

Export of Burmese Grapes Leteku
APEDA promoted the export of Burmese grape "Leteku" to Dubai.
About Leteku:
Burmese grapes are also called "Leteku" in Assamese languages.
They are grown in Assam's Darrang district.
They can be found in abundance in India's north-eastern region.
Burmese grapes grow in evergreen forests on a variety of soils.
The fruit is harvested and consumed locally as a fruit, stewed, or made into wine;
It is also used to treat skin diseases medicinally. For medicinal purposes, the bark,
roots, and wood are harvested.
The fruit is oval, yellowish, pinkish to bright red or purple in colour, 2.53.5 cm in
diameter, glabrous, with 24 large purple-red seeds and a white aril.

Loan Guarantee Scheme for Covid Affected Sectors
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The Cabinet approved the Loan Guarantee Scheme for Covid-affected departments.
About LGSCAS:
The scheme allows for funding up to Rs. 50,000 crore to provide a financial
guarantee for brownfield expansion and greenfield projects related to
health/medical infrastructure
The Scheme would apply to all eligible loans sanctioned up to 31.03.2022, or until
a total of Rs. 50,000 crore is sanctioned, whichever comes first.
The move follows the disruptions caused by the pandemic's second wave, which
overwhelmed India's healthcare system.
According to the government statement, the scheme is a direct response to the
country's extraordinary situation caused by inadequate health infrastructure during
the pandemic's second wave.
The approved scheme is expected to assist the country in strengthening its muchneeded healthcare infrastructure while also creating more job opportunities.
The primary goal of LGSCAS is to partially mitigate credit risk (primarily
construction risk) and facilitate bank credit at lower interest rates.
It aims to expand India's medical infrastructure, with a focus on underserved areas.
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INTERNATIONAL
Second Biggest Dam of the World - China
The Government of China formally became the first two producing units of the
Baihetan Dam, the world's second-biggest hydroelectric dam, to begin generating
energy. The Baihetan Dam is set up in southwestern China on the Jinsha River.
About the dam:
The dam is a 289-meter-tall (954-foot-tall) double-curvature arch dam, having
sixteen generating units.
Each unit will generate a potential of 1 million kilowatts, making it the secondlargest in dimension after the Three Gorges Dam opened in 2003 on the Yangtze,
with 22.5 million kilowatts of generating capacity.
Through the Baihetan Dam, the Chinese authorities aim to curb surging fossil
gasoline demand through constructing extra hydropower capacity.
Both the dams have been built with the aid of the state-owned Three Gorges Group
Corp., the world's largest hydro, solar, and wind generation investor.

Seventh Edition of IONS in France
The seventh edition of the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), concluded in
France on July 01, 2021. This time, the biennial meeting was hosted by the French
Navy at La Runion from June 28 to July 01, 2021.
Highlights:
From India, Admiral Karambir Singh, Naval Staff Chief, Indian Navy, participated
in the inaugural session of the tournament virtually. France is the present chair of
the Symposium, which assumed the Chairmanship on 29 June 2021 for a two-year
tenure.
The Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) is a collection of biennial meetings,
held between the littoral states of the Indian Ocean region, to develop maritime
cooperation amongst Navies of the member states, via offering an open and
inclusive discussion board for discussion of domestically relevant maritime troubles
such as maritime safety cooperation, talk about regional maritime issues, and
promote friendly relationships.
The first symposium was held in the year 2008 with India as host. The
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chairmanship and region of the Symposium rotate between the variety of member
states.

Zen Garden Kaizen Academy
The Japanese Zen Garden Kaizen Academy' at the Ahmedabad Management
Association (AMA) in Gujarat was virtually inaugurated by Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
Highlights:
It is a collaboration between the Indo-Japan Friendship Association (IJFA),
Gujarat and the Japan Information and Study Centre at the AMA . The Hyogo
International Association (HIA) Japan is behind it.
It will spread Japan's work culture in India and increase Japanese-Indian business
interactions.
Zen is a Japanese Mahayana Buddhist school that emphasises meditation and
intuition over ritual worship and scripture study.
Kaizen means "getting better" or "continuous improvement". It is a Japanese
business philosophy that focuses on gradually increasing productivity by involving
all employees and improving the working environment.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Launch of ITAT e-DWAR
Union Law Minister launches ITAT e-DWAR.
ITAT e-DWAR is the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal's e-filing portal (ITAT). The
portal would allow parties to electronically file their Appeals, Miscellaneous
Applications, documents, paper books, and so on.
The portal will improve accessibility, accountability, and transparency in the
ITAT's day-to-day operations.
It will not only reduce the use of paper, resulting in cost savings, but it will also
rationalise case fixation, resulting in faster case disposition.

National Convention on the Prevention of Adolescent, Maternal, and
Childhood Obesity
The National Convention on the Prevention of Maternal, Adolescent, and
Childhood Obesity was convened by NITI Aayog.
Highlights:
The convention was organised by NITI Aayog in recognition of the "silent
epidemic" of obesity that has recently targeted an increasing number of Indians,
particularly women and children.
According to the National Family Health Survey 5, the prevalence of obesity has
increased.
At the convention, global experts, representatives from UN bodies, central
ministries, and national research institutions presented evidence about the rising
prevalence of obesity, as well as best practises for obesity reduction.
According to NITI Aayog, a consensus has emerged on the need for a whole-ofgovernment and whole-of-society approach to addressing the twin nutrition
challenges of obesity and undernutrition.
It stated that there is an urgent need to adopt fiscal strategies, regulate front-ofpackage labelling, and promote healthy diet, physical activity, and lifestyle options
as key themes for future deliberations and actions.

Deployment of INS Tabar
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INS Tabar was deployed to participate in joint exercises with friendly navies in
Europe and Africa.
About INS Tabar:
The Indian Navy's Talwar-class stealth frigate, INS Tabar, was built in Russia for
the Indian Navy.
The ship, which is one of the Indian Navy's first stealth frigates, is outfitted with a
diverse array of weapons and sensors.
The ship is part of the Western Fleet of the Indian Navy, which is stationed in
Mumbai and is part of the Western Naval Command.

eCourts Project - Captchas for Physically Disabled
Captchas are now accessible to physically disabled people on all High Court
websites.
Highlights:
This is a special initiative of the e-Committee of the Supreme Court of India to
make India's judicial system more accessible to people with disabilities.
These captcha can be used as an entry point to several basic aspects of the court's
website, such as judgments/orders, list of reasons, and checking the status of the
case.
In addition to visual captchas, text/audio captchas are used to make the website
content accessible to the visually challenged.
The e-Committee has also created a judgement search portal in collaboration with
NIC.
All High Court judgments and final orders are available on the portal.
The portal employs a free text search engine.
In addition, the portal offers the option of using an audio captcha in addition to a
text captcha.
It also makes use of accessible combo boxes, making it easier for visually impaired
users to navigate the website.

Project Seabird - Naval Infrastructure Project
Project Seabird is a naval infrastructure project involving the construction of a
naval base.
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About Project Seabird:
It is a naval infrastructure project involving the construction of a naval base at
Karwar (Karnataka) on India's west coast.
When completed, this $3 billion programme and effort will provide the Indian
Navy with its largest naval base on the west coast as well as the largest naval base
east of the Suez Canal.
The new and expanded naval complex will be able to support a number of major
warships, submarines, and yard craft.
A specialised dockyard repair and maintenance facility (including piers, wharfs,
revetments, quay walls, etc.), covered dry berths for ships and submarines, new
technology and advanced security and communication systems, and a naval air
station (including multiple runways, Hangars, housing, ordnance handling areas,
services, personnel support infrastructure, etc.), various public utility systems, and
housing and residential areas in multiple locations are some of the other facilities of
the base.
Because of the partially hilly terrain, the project presents a number of technical and
environmental challenges.

SALT Programme Introduced by Andhra Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh has started a Supporting Andhra's Learning Transformation
(SALT) programme to transform foundational studying in authorities schools for
which the World Bank has permitted a mortgage of 250 million dollars. The
essential goals of the programme are strengthening basic schools and offering
training and ability development to teachers. Andhra Pradesh's public college
education gadget has more than 40 lakh children and almost two lakh teachers.
About the programme:
The five-year programme is result-oriented, with the WB releasing cash after key
desires are achieved. The authorities have transformed all Anganwadis into preprimary schools and connected them to the nearest schools.
The government's report on SALT archives various challenges to enhancing the
mastering outcomes.
These include inadequate amenities in faculties and a need for an increased focal
point on foundational learning, the need for upgrading teaching skills of teachers,
improving teacher-student interactions in classes, and ability development of state-
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level institutions such as the Andhra Pradesh State Council of Education Research
and Training (SCERT), State Institute of Education Management and Training
(SIEMAT) and District Institutes of Education and Training (DIETs).
The government is also putting up new administrative structures that will screen
schools' working, like the AP School Education Regulatory and Monitoring
Commission.

Protection Officers - National Commission For Women
The National Commission for Women has launched a Training Program for
Protection Officers in Addressing Domestic Violence.'
Highlights:
NCW launched the series in collaboration with the Lal Bahadur Shastri National
Academy of Administration (LBSNAA) to address the specific needs of Protection
Officers in responding to survivors of domestic violence.
The training will concentrate on the roles of various stakeholders/service
providers, such as police, legal aid services, the health system, service providers,
shelter services, one-stop centres, and so on.
About Protection Officers:
In cases of domestic violence, Protection Officers act as facilitators between the
victimised woman and the court
They assist the aggrieved woman in filing complaints and applications with the
Magistrate in order to obtain the necessary relief, as well as in obtaining medical
aid, legal aid, counselling, safe shelter, and other necessary assistance.
The state government appoints Protection Officers in each district, and they must
be women as much as possible.

Indian Initiatives Shaping Energy Transition
The Minister of State for New and Renewable Energy released the booklet titled
"The India Story." It is a collection of Indian initiatives that are shaping the
country's energy transition. It was unveiled at the Accelerating Citizen-Centric
Energy Transition event. In addition, the Minister launched a website that will
serve as a repository for energy transition-related knowledge resources from around
the world.
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Highlights:
In the last six years, India's installed Renewable Energy (RE) capacity has
increased by more than two and a half times, reaching more than 141 Giga Watts
(including large Hydro).
The installed solar energy capacity has grown by more than 15 times and now
stands at 41.09 GW.
Over the last seven years, over USD 70 billion has been invested in real estate in
India.
India accepts 100 per cent FDI through the automatic route in the energy sector.
A Renewable Energy Investment Promotion and Facilitation Board (REIPFB)
Portal has also been developed to provide one-stop assistance and facilitation to the
industry and investors for project development and attracting new investment to
India's Renewable Energy sector
Several industry members have voluntarily declared RE goals and committed to
the Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP), Renewable 100% (RE100), and Sciencebased targets (SBTs).
Rules are being developed for a green tariff' policy that will allow electricity
distribution companies (Discoms) to supply electricity generated from clean energy
projects at a lower cost than power generated from conventional fuel sources.
The government is encouraging the use of green hydrogen by imposing obligations
on the fertiliser and refining industries (Green Hydrogen Purchase obligations).

Launch of Zen Style Garden and Kaizen Academy
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated a Zen Garden and Kaizen
Academy at Ahmedabad Management Association (AMA) premises in
Ahmedabad. These two new initiatives are phase of the PM's vision of growing a
Mini-Japan' in Gujarat. The newly launched Zen Garden in Ahmedabad will show
off quite a few elements of Japanese art, culture, landscape and architecture.
The Zen garden facets a statue of Lord Buddha. The backyard is built in partnership
with the Japan Information and Study Centre at AMA and Indo-Japan Friendship
Association (IJFA), Gujarat, supported through the Hyogo International
Association (HIA), Japan.

Saral Sanchar Portal - DoT
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The Saral Sanchar Portal has been expanded by the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT).
About Saral Sanchar Portal:
'SARAL SANCHAR' (Simplified Application For Registration and Licenses) is a
web-based portal for issuing various licences and registration certificates.
It is part of the Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of Communications,
Government of India's various digital initiatives.
The portal ensures greater transparency and efficiency in the issuance of licences
and registration certificates.
Applicants can apply online by filling out the prescribed application form and
uploading the documents and application form with a digital signature.
The portal assumes that applicants will receive prompts and alerts at all stages of
application submission so that all necessary requirements can be met before the
application is submitted.
Applications for Access Services, Internet Services, and other licences are being
accepted via this portal.
This portal will issue the following licenses/authorizations:
Unified License
Unified License-Virtual Network Operator
WPC Licenses (Wireless Planning and Coordination)

Provisional Coal Statistics 2020-21 Been Released
Provisional Coal Statistics 2020-21 have been released by the Union Minister.
About Provisional Coal Statistics 2020-21:
The Ministry of Coal has issued the statistical publication.
It includes preliminary data on the performance of the Coal and Lignite sector in
the last fiscal year 2020-21.
It provides valuable and comprehensive ready-made data references for all relevant
stakeholders, policy planners, researchers, national and international institutions,
and individuals.
The data is in the public domain and can be downloaded from the Coal Controller's
Organisation (CCO) and the Ministry of Coal's official websites.
It contains pre-audited data, and the final data for 2020-21 will be published in
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India's Coal Directory 2020-21.

PMFME Scheme - Atmanirbhar Bharat
One year has passed since the PMFME Scheme was launched as part of the
Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan.Highlights:
It is a centrally sponsored scheme launched under the Atmanirbhar Bharat
Abhiyaan to improve the competitiveness of existing individual micro-enterprises
in the unorganised segment of the food processing industry and to promote the
sector's formalisation.
Under the PMFME Scheme's One District One Product (ODOP) component, the
Ministry of Food Processing Industries approved ODOP for 707 districts across 35
states and UTs, including 137 unique products.
As part of the PMFME Scheme's Capacity Building component, the National
Institute of Food Technology Entrepreneurship and Management (NIFTEM) and
the Indian Institute of Food Processing Technology (IIFPT) have been providing
training and research support to selected enterprises/groups/clusters in collaboration
with State Level Technical Institutions.
Under the scheme, a total of Rs. 25.25 crores in seed capital has been disbursed to
the State Rural Livelihood Mission.
In 17 states/UTs, 54 Common Incubation Centres have been approved.

Enforcing Contracts Portal - Justice Department
Enforcement Contract Portal" was unveild by the Department of Justice.About the
portal:
The website (https://doj.gov.in/eodb/) is intended to be a comprehensive source of
information about the legislative and policy reforms being undertaken on the
Enforcing Contracts parameters.
It contains the most recent information on the operation and disposition of
commercial cases in the Dedicated Commercial Courts of Mumbai, Delhi,
Bengaluru, and Kolkata
The portal also hosts online reports from all high courts on the commercial courtaffiliated mediation and arbitration center to supervise and promote institutional
mediation and arbitration through the pre-institutional mediation and settlement
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(PIMS) of commercial cases.

Not-for-Profit Hospital Model in India
A report on India's non-profit hospital model was published by the NITI Aayog.
Highlights:
The NITI Aayog released a report on the not-for-profit hospital model in an effort
to close the information gap on such institutions and facilitate robust policymaking
in this area.
The study provides insights into the operating model of non-profit hospitals. It
presents research-based findings on such hospitalscategorized by ownership and
service premiseand then compares them to private hospitals and Union government
health schemes.
The not-for-profit hospital sector provides both curative and preventive care.
It connects healthcare, social reform, community engagement, and education.
It uses government resources and grants to provide low-cost healthcare to people
without regard for profit.
The study discussed in detail the cost control strategies implemented by non-profit
hospitals.
The following are some of the report's proposed interventions:
Creating criteria for identifying these hospitals
Sorting them according to a performance index
Encouraging top hospitals to practice philanthropy
Making use of these hospitals' expertise in managing human resources in remote
areas with limited financial resources.

Four Years of Goods and Services Tax
GST completed four years of implementation. GST does not tax or regulate specific
commodities.
About Goods and Services Tax:
It is a tax that is levied when a consumer purchases a good or service. It is intended
to be a single, comprehensive tax that will replace all other smaller indirect
consumption taxes such as service tax.
It is a single tax on the supply of goods and services, from the manufacturer to the
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end consumer.
This is how it is done in the majority of developed countries. More than 160
countries have adopted this taxation system.

MoU Approved by the Cabinet
The Union Cabinet has approved the following Memorandums of Understanding
(MoUs) between India and various countries.
India and Nepal:
India and Nepal signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and the Nepal Health Research
Council (NHRC).
The goals of this MoU are to collaborate on mutually beneficial joint research
activities such as cross-border health issues, Ayurveda/traditional medicine and
medicinal plants, climate change and health, noncommunicable diseases, mental
health, population-based cancer registry, tropical diseases (vector-borne diseases
such as dengue, chikungunya, malaria, JE, etc.), influenza, clinical trials, health
research ethics, capacity building through the exchange of knowledge, skills, tools,
and fellows, and collaboration for the adoption of tools, guidelines, protocols, and
best practises related to health research.
India and Myanmar:
A Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) and the Department of Medical Research (DMR) of
Myanmar's Ministry of Health and Sports.
The following are the MoU's objectives:
Infectious disease eradication
Creation of a network platform for emerging and viral infections.
Training/capacity building in research methodology management, clinical trials,
and ethical, etc.
Regulatory mechanism harmonisation
The Gambia and India:
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed by the Department of
Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances, Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances, and Pensions, GOI, and the Public Service Commission, Office of the
President, Republic of The Gambia.
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The Memorandum of Understanding focuses on Refurbishing Personnel
Administration and Governance Reforms.
Cooperation areas include improving the government's performance management
system, implementing a contributory pension scheme, and implementing erecruitment in the government.

Implementation Strategy of BharatNet Project
The BharatNet Project's implementation strategy has been revised.
Highlights:
The Cabinet approved the revised BharatNet implementation strategy through
Public Private Partnership mode in 16 states across the country.
The programme will be expanded to include all inhabited villages outside of Gram
Panchayats (GPs)
The revised strategy also includes the creation, upgrade, operation, maintenance,
and utilisation of BharatNet by the concessionaire, who will be chosen through a
competitive international bidding process.
The Cabinet has given in-principle approval to cover all inhabited villages in the
remaining states/UTs of the country. The Department of Telecommunications will
work out the details separately.

iLEAP Program - AIM
The first fintech cohort of the Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), AIM-iLEAP, has
concluded.
About AIM iLEAP:
This programme under the Atal Innovation Mission gives AIM-backed start-ups
access to industry, markets, and investors.
The fintech cohort was formed through a series of thematic virtual demo days
organised by AIM in collaboration with Startup Rseau and Visa as part of the AIMiLEAP (Innovative leadership for entrepreneurial agility and profitability) initiative.
The AIM-iLEAP programme invites technology start-ups from a wide range of
functions to present their solutions to the corporate leadership and innovation team
in order to enable market access and industry partnerships.
The Fintech cohort included start-ups from a wide range of areas, including

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(June 28 - July 4, 2021)

payments, international money transfers, personal finance, consumer banking,
insurance, neobanks, and so on.
They had the opportunity to fine-tune their pitches, work on their GTM strategy,
learn more about the fintech ecosystem, ask questions to sectoral experts, and so on
during the boot camp.
Fintech giants such as Visa, Paytm, and others attended the programme.
According to AIM's mission, the AIM-iLEAP Bootcamp and demo day is the first
of many initiatives to support startups in the country.
Future cohorts will be focused on various sectors such as agri-tech, defence
technology, smart mobility, artificial intelligence, and so on.

Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme
The Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme was approved by the Union Cabinet.
About the Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme:
It is a reform-based and results-oriented scheme to improve the operational
efficiencies and financial sustainability of all DISCOMs/Power Departments, with
the exception of Private Sector DISCOMs.
The scheme envisages providing conditional financial assistance to DISCOM to
strengthen the supply infrastructure.
Assistance will be based on meeting pre-qualification criteria and basic minimum
benchmarks achieved by DISCOM. These will be evaluated according to an agreed
evaluation framework related to financial improvement.
Rather than a "one-size-fits-all" approach, each state would develop its own action
plan for implementing the scheme.
The scheme proposes to incorporate the ongoing schemes of IPDS, DDUGJY, and
PMDP-2015 for the Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.
The scheme will be available until 2025-26.
REC Limited and Power Finance Corporation (PFC) serve as nodal agencies for
the scheme's implementation.
The scheme focuses on improving farmers' electricity supply and providing them
with daytime electricity through solarization of agricultural feeders.
Objectives of the scheme:
Reduce AT&C losses to pan-India levels of 12-15 percent by 2024-25.
By 2024-25, the ACS-ARR gap should be zero.
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Building institutional capacity for modern DISCOMs.
Improving the quality, reliability, and affordability of power supply to consumers
through a financially sustainable and operationally efficient distribution sector

Tenure of Attorney General of India Extended
K.K. Venugopal's term as Attorney General (AG) has been extended by the central
government for another year. In 2020, he received his first term extension. He
would be in charge of the government's legal defence in several sensitive Supreme
Court cases, including the challenge to the repeal of Article 370 and the Citizenship
Amendment Act.
About Attorney General (AG):
The Attorney General of India is a member of the Union Executive.
She/he is the highest ranking law enforcement officer in the country.
Article 76 of the Indian Constitution establishes the Office of the Attorney General
of India.
Appointment and Eligibility:
The President appoints the AG on the advice of the government.
He/she must be a person eligible to be appointed as a Supreme Court judge, that is,
he/she must be an Indian citizen and must have served as a judge in a high court for
five years or an advocate in a high court for ten years or an eminent jurist.
The term of the office is not specified in the Constitution.
Removal: The Constitution makes no mention of removal.
She/he serves during the pleasure of the President.

Mumbai Samachar Newspaper Turns 200 on 1st July
On July 1, India's oldest newspaper, Mumbai Samachar, will enter its two
hundredth year. With its workplace placed in an iconic red building at Horniman
Circle in Mumbai's Fort area, the Gujarati newspaper was first posted in 1822. It
was founded with the aid of a Parsi pupil Fardoonji Murazban, who had
experimented with a number of different publishing preferences earlier than landing
on this profitable print run.
Formerly referred to as Bombay Samachar, in Gujarati, the paper has usually run as
Mumbai na Samachar. It began as a weekly edition, primarily masking the motion
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of items throughout the sea and other enterprise news, such as the sale of property,
and exceeded through a number of hands till bankruptcy turned it over to the Cama
family in 1933.

Anniversary of Digital India - 1st July
Digital India initiative has executed its six years on 1 July 2021. Digital India is a
government's flagship scheme to radically change India into a digitally empowered
society and expertise economy.
About Digital India:
Digital India was launched on July 1st, 2015 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. In
the previous 6 years, the authorities have launched many digital initiatives like
Direct Benet Transfer, Common Services Centres, DigiLocker and mobile-based
UMANG services.
With the help of Aadhaar, Government has supplied digital identification to 129
crore people of India. Jandhan bank Accounts, mobile phones, and Aadhaar (JAM)
helped the government in supplying benefits of the special schemes through digital
platforms.
The Digital India programme is centred on 3 key vision areas:
Digital Infrastructure as a Core Utility to all Citizen
Governance & Services on Demand
Digital Empowerment of Citizens

SalaamDilSay Launched by HDFC Bank
HDFC Bank launched a SalaamDilSey initiative to exhibit gratitude to medical
doctors for their tireless carrier all through the pandemic, to pay tribute to doctors
across the country.
Highlights:
SalaamDilSey encourages one and all to take a second to well known and celebrate
the contribution of doctors and gives a platform to exhibit their gratitude to doctors,
who are fighting the pandemic bravely, at the risk of their own lives.
As a part of this initiative, the bank has created an internet platform
www.salaamdilsey.com wherein the conventional public can logon on to the site
and share the thank you message for doctors which can be right away shared via e-
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mail, social media, and WhatsApp.

Salute Doctors Launched by ICICI Bank
ICICI Bank has established the most comprehensive banking solutions of India for
doctors. It is titled Salute Doctors', the answer gives customized banking as nicely
as value-added offerings for every doctor, commencing from a medical student to a
senior medical advisor to a proprietor of a medical institution or a clinic.
Highlights:
The solutions are on the whole digital and instant, designed to cater to the
professional, business, lifestyle and wealth banking necessities of medical
practitioner and their families.
The initiative is powered through ICICI STACK, a digital banking platform with
nearly 500 offerings that helps customers of the Bank to avail the offerings digitally
and seamlessly. Salute Doctors' presents medical practitioners with an array of
revolutionary services.
One, a vary of premium financial savings and contemporary accounts for personal
and enterprise banking.
Two, a particularly curated suite of loans for home, auto, personal, education,
scientific equipment, setting up sanatorium or clinic and business.
Three, industry-first value-added services, which are provided in association with
partners, to help docs fulfil their lifestyle needs, manipulate clinic/hospital higher
and digitally, get updates on present-day medical developments, take care of
accounting needs, enlarge and procure medical supplies.

YSR Bima Scheme in Andhra Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh CM YS Jagan Mohan Reddy has launched the YSR Bima scheme
with new guidelines, where the authorities itself will directly pay the insurance
amount to the household of the deceased to make the insurance claims easier.
In order to help 1.32 lakh households via the YSR Bima scheme, the State
authorities allotted Rs 750 crores for the year 2021-22. In the last two years, the
State authorities had spent Rs 1307 crore for YSR Bima.

Crop Insurance Week - Insurance Awareness
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During Crop Insurance Week, the Agriculture Minister launched a Crop Insurance
Awareness Campaign for the Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY).
Highlights:
The Minister started the event by signaled the departure of IEC vans, which will
continue to contact farmers on PMFBY throughout the crop insurance week.
The Minister also published the PMBFY FAQ booklet, guidebook and e-brochure,
to assist farmers and on-the-ground coordinators to understand the scheme, its
benefits, and the crop insurance process.
Throughout the week, the event will cover all notified areas/regions in the Kharif
2021 season, with a special focus on 75 aspirations/tribal areas.

Persons with Disabilities have the Right to Reservation in Promotions,
According to the Supreme Court
The Supreme Court ruled that a disabled person can receive the benefit of
promotion reservation even if he or she was hired in the regular category or
developed the disability after starting work.
The 1995 Act (Persons with Disabilities Act of 1995) makes no distinction between
a person who entered service because of disability and a person who acquired
disability after entering service. The Act of 1995 recognises the right to promotion
reservation.
Highlights:
The Supreme Court ruled in the Indira Sawhney case (1992) that the reservation
policy cannot be applied to promotions.
However, the 77th Constitutional Amendment restored the provision for
reservations in promotions by inserting clause 4A into article 16.
In the Nagaraj judgement (2006), the Court established three controlling conditions
that the state must meet before granting SC/ST promotion reservations:
The state must demonstrate the class's backwardness.
The class is underrepresented in positions or services.
Reservations are made in the name of administrative efficiency.
In the Jarnail Singh case (2018), the Nagaraj judgement's demonstration of
backwardness provision was overturned.

Ruling of SC on the ONORC system
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On July 31, 2021, the Supreme Court ordered all states and Union Territories (UT)
to implement the One Nation, One Ration Card (ONORC) system. The introduction
of ONORC aims to reform the PDS, which is plagued by issues such as inefficiency
and leakages. ONORC was established in August of 2019.
Highlights:
Aim: Allowing migrant labourers covered by the National Food Security Act
(NFSA) to use their ration card to buy food at any fair price shop in any part of the
country.
Technology Used:
The system identifies a beneficiary using biometric authentication on electronic
point-of-sale devices in low-cost stores.
The system operates under the support of two portals-Integrated Management of
Public Distribution System (IM-PDS) and Annavitran.
The Annavitaran portal keeps track of intra-state transactions, while the IM-PDS
portal keeps track of inter-state transactions.
ONORC progress
To date, 32 states and UTs have joined the ONORC, encompassing approximately
69 million NFSA beneficiaries.
Assam, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, and West Bengal are the four states that have yet to
join the scheme.

App Chendavia is Becoming More and More Popular Among Kalbeliya Dance
Students
A new app called Chendavia is gaining popularity among kalbeliya dance students,
because of the Covid-19-Pandemic,
About kalbeliya dance:
Kalbeliya dances are an expression of the traditional way of life of the Kalbeliya
community.
In 2010, it was added to the UNESCO list of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH).
The UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List consists of intangible heritage
elements that help to showcase the diversity of cultural heritage and raise awareness
of its importance.
It was founded in 2008.
The dance form is characterised by swirling and graceful movements.
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The movements associated with the Kalbelia make it one of India's most sensual
forms of folk dance.
It is typically performed for any joyful occasion.
Another distinguishing feature is that it is only performed by women, while men
play instruments and provide music.
About the Kalbeliya Tribe:
The people of the Kalbeliya tribe were once professional snakemen..
Today, people can see their former professions in music and dance
They are nomadic and belong to a scheduled tribes.
Pali district has the largest number of Kalbeliyas population, followed by Ajmer,
Chittorgarh, and Udaipur district (Rajasthan).
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Successful Test of Pinaka Rocket System - DRDO
The Enhanced Pinaka Rocket was successfully tested by the DRDO.
About Pinaka:
Pinaka is a multiple rocket launcher manufactured in India and developed for the
Indian Army by the Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO).
According to the tests, the enhanced range version of the Pinaka Rocket System
can destroy targets at distances of up to 45 kilometres.
The rocket system was developed in collaboration with the Pune-based Armament
Research and Development Establishment (ARDE) and the High Energy Materials
Research Laboratory (HEMRL), with manufacturing assistance from M/s
Economic Explosives Limited, Nagpur.
The Enhanced Pinaka system was developed in order to achieve longer-range
performance.

First indigenous Aircraft Carrier of India
The Defence Minister visited Kochi to inspect the progress of the construction of
the first indigenous aircraft carrier.
Highlights:
M/s Cochin Shipyard Ltd. is building India's first indigenous aircraft carrier (IAC)
in Kochi, Kerala.
The IAC would be commissioned as the INS Vikrant in the first half of 2022,
making it the most powerful sea-based asset.
The ship will be equipped with MiG-29K fighter aircraft, Kamov-31 Air Early
Warning Helicopters, the soon-to-be-introduced MH-60R multi-role helicopter, and
indigenously manufactured Advanced Light Helicopters.
With its ability to project Air Power over long distances, it would provide an
unparalleled military tool, including Air Interdiction, Anti-Surface Warfare,
offensive and defensive Counter-Air, Airborne Anti-Submarine Warfare, and
Airborne Early Warning.
According to the Defence Minister, the IAC contains nearly 75% indigenous
content, ranging from design to steel used in construction to key weapons and
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sensors.

Partnership of Jio and Google - 5G Technology
Reliance Jio Infocomm Limited and Google Cloud are embarking on a
comprehensive, long-term strategic relationship with a goal of powering 5G in
agency and purchaser segments nationwide.
Highlights:
In addition, Reliance will additionally take benefit of Google Cloud's scalable
infrastructure thereby enabling its retail commercial enterprise to attain higher
operational efficiency, modernize and scale for growth, and supply better overall
performance and experiences to customers.
As part of this partnership, Reliance will also increase its computer workload for
retail business taking advantage of Google's AI/ML, e-commerce, and demand
forecasting offerings. This will help Reliance to rapidly grow its new commerce
business to leverage Google Cloud with multiplied reliability and performance, as
properly as scale up as wished to respond to patron demand. Jio will also adopt
Google Cloud's scalable, serverless statistics analytics platform to boost its data-led
innovation strategy.

New Generation Agni P Ballistic Missile
The New Generation Agni P Ballistic Missile was successfully tested by the
DRDO.
About the Agni P Missile:
The Agni P' missile is a more advanced version of the Agni-1' missile.
It is a nuclear-capable canister missile with a range capability of 1,000 to 2,000
kilometres.
It is believed that the Agni-P was developed specifically to strike targets in
Pakistan.
Its 1,000-2,000-kilometer range is insufficient to reach targets on the Chinese
mainland, but it can comfortably cover all of Pakistan's territory.
Because it is a canisterized missile, the Agni-P can be transported easily by road or
rail and fired at short notice.
The Agni-P will replace the Prithvi, Agni-1, and Agni-2 missiles in India's arsenal,
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which were built two decades ago with technologies that are now considered
outdated.
The Agni-5 will be the mainstay of the anti-China nuclear arsenal, while the AgniP will be the workhorse of the nuclear deterrent against Pakistan.
The Agni-P will be a two-stage, solid propellant missile. Both stages will use
composite rocket motors and electro-mechanical actuators in their guidance
systems. Inertial navigation systems (INS) based on advanced ring-laser gyroscopes
will guide the missiles to their targets.
The Agni-P and Agni-5 ballistic missiles can be traced back to the Integrated
Guided Missile Development Programme (IGMDP) launched in the early 1980s by
then-DRDO chief Dr APJ Abdul Kalam.

LiDAR Based Survey of Forest Areas
A detailed project report (DPR) based on LiDAR (Light Detection and Ranging)
survey of forest areas in 10 states was released.
Ministry: Environment, Forests, and Climate Change.
Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Manipur, Nagaland, and Tripura are the ten mapped states.
WAPCOS was awarded the project in July 2020 at a cost of more than Rs. 18 crore
for implementation in 26 states.
Highlights:
It is a first-of-its-kind study that makes use of LiDAR technology.
It will aid in the supplementation of water and fodder in jungle areas, thereby
reducing human-animal conflict.
States will receive funds from the Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management
and Planning Authority (CAMPA) to use in this project.
In each of these states, one major ridge within a forest block is identified, with an
average area of 10,000 ha selected.
Significance of the study:
It will assist us in identifying areas that require groundwater recharge;
It will assist us in catching rainwater and preventing stream run-off; and
It will assist us in recommending various types of Soil & Water conservation
structures.
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First Physically Disabled Astronaut - ESA
The European Space Agency will employ and launch the world's first physically
disabled astronaut. It obtained 22000 applicants for this recruitment call. ESA is
growing in applied sciences for para-astronaut. It will provide a message to the
world that Space is for everyone'. European Space Agency is facing challenging
competition from personal gamers and different area companies for launching
commercial satellites. Amazon founder Bezos will turn out to be the first man to go
into a house on his own rocket in July 2021.

The Ganga River Basin Glacial Lake Atlas has been Published
Due to growing concerns about the impact of climate change on Himalayan
glaciers, the Ministry of Jal Shakti has released an updated Atlas of Glacier Lakes,
which are part of the Ganges River Basin.
Highlights:
In the Ganga basin, approximately 4,707 glacial lakes have been mapped.
A similar exercise was carried out for the Indus River basin in December 2020.
The current study used Resourcesat-2 (RS-2) Linear Imaging Self Scanning SensorIV (LISS-IV) satellite data to map glacial lakes with a water spread area greater
than 0.25 ha.
Glacial lakes are classified into nine types, which are further divided into four
categories based on the process of lake formation, location, and type of damming
material.
Area covered in the map:
The mapped area extends from the Ganga River's orgin to the Himalayan foothills,
covering a catchment area of 2,47,109 square kilometres.
The study of the Ganges River Basin partially covers India and a part of the
transboundary area.

SERB-FIRE Funds Industry Research
SERB-FIRE is a Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB) programme that
funds industry-relevant research.
About SERB-FIRE:
SERB has signed a Letter of Intent (LoI) with a group of industries to launch the
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SERB-FIRE programme, which will encourage industry-relevant research in India.
SERB-FIRE is part of the SERB's Industry Relevant R&D (IRRD) scheme.
It seeks to use the expertise available in academic institutions and national
laboratories to solve industry-specific problems for the benefit of society as a
whole.
With this initiative, the Indian research community will be able to pursue industryrelevant research opportunities in deep technologies that are novel, transformative,
and have the potential to have a game-changing impact on a national scale.
This is a first-of-its-kind initiative by SERB in collaboration with Intel India to
advance deep technology-based research in India.
SERB-FIRE is a novel initiative that brings industry and academia together on a
common platform to exchange groundbreaking ideas and co-promote innovative
research.
The program's emphasis is on futuristic science and technology thematic areas.

Premature Death by Black Carbon
According to a recent study, black carbon may cause premature death.
About the Study:
Scientists from Banaras Hindu University's Department of Science and
Technology-Mahamana Centre of Excellence in Climate Change Research
(MCECCR).
The study was funded by the Department of Science and Technology's Climate
Change Programme (DST).
They used daily all-cause mortality and ambient air quality data from 2009 to 2016
to show that Black Carbon aerosols, NO2, and PM2.5 exposure all had a significant
impact on mortality.
Results:
Black carbon has a significant negative impact on human health and causes
premature death.
Adding co-pollutants (NO2 and PM 2.5) to the multi-pollutant model increased the
individual mortality risks for BC aerosols.
Pollutants had a greater impact on males, those aged 5 to 44, and during the winter.
They discovered that the negative effects of air pollutants are not limited to the
current day of exposure but can last up to 5 days (Lag effect).
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They also demonstrated that mortality increases linearly with increasing levels of
air pollution and has a negative impact at higher levels.

Mobile Integrated Oxygen Concentrator - OxyJani
Indian researchers designed a sturdy, mobile integrated oxygen concentrator named
"OxyJani".
The team behind OxyJani: Researchers at the Jawaharlal Nehru Advanced
Scientific Research Center, an autonomous institute under the Ministry of Science
and Technology of the Government of India
About OxyJani:
OxyJani is based on the Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA) technology principles.
The researchers switched from lithium zeolite (LiX), which is commonly used in
oxygen generators, to sodium zeolite, which does not generate toxic solid waste and
can be manufactured in India.
Although the science behind using sodium in this application is well understood,
the development of this device presented significant engineering challenges.
The OxyJani concentrator is modular and capable of delivering a variety of
solutions, including the conversion of medical air to medical oxygen, and is an
entirely off-grid solution that includes all modules that can facilitate in rural areas.
Furthermore, the waste generated by the concentrator has the potential to be used
as an agricultural input material.

NTPC Limited is the First Energy Company to Announce its Energy Contract
Targets
As part of the UN High-level Dialogue on Energy (HLDE), National Thermal
Power Corporation (NTPC) Limited has become the first energy company in India
to declare its Energy Compact Goals. NTPC is the largest power generation
company under the Ministry of Power in India. In September 2021, the United
Nations will hold a high-level dialogue (HLD) to promote the implementation of
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development's energy-related goals and targets.
About Energy Compacts:
It is a platform for uniting and connecting commitments and actions.
It is being mobilised by UN-Energy throughout the current Decade of Action.
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They are part of commitments to make progress on one or more of the SDG7's
three core targets.
By 2030, SDG7 plans to provide reliable, sustainable, affordable, and modern
energy to all.
SDG 7 has three core targets: energy access, renewable energy, and energy
efficiency.
These are commitments made voluntarily by Member States and non-state actors.
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ENVIRONMENT
Barnadi Wildlife Sanctuary - Assam
The World Wide Fund for Nature-India (WWF) discovered a few tigers in Assam's
Barnadi Wildlife Sanctuary. It is one of Assam's smallest WS (Wildlife Sanctuary).
About the Sanctuary:
It is located in the northern Assam districts of Baksa and Udalguri, bordering
Bhutan,
It is bounded to the west and east by the Barnadi and Nalapara rivers, respectively.
Barnadi was created specifically to protect the Pygmy Hog (Sus salvanius) and
Hispid Hare (Caprolagus hispidus).
Approximately 60% of the BWS is reported to be grassland, with the majority of it
now being grassy woodland.
The main forest types are tropical moist deciduous (northern edge of the
Sanctuary) and mixed scrub and grassland (southern part).
Commercial plantations of Bombax ceiba, Tectona grandis, and Eucalyptus, as
well as thatch grasses, have replaced the majority of the natural vegetation.

Pyrostria laljii - New Species from Andaman
Pyrostria laljii, a new species belonging to the coffee family, was recently
discovered in the Andaman Islands.
About Pyrostria laljii:
It is India's first record of the genus Pyrostria.
It is a 15-meter-high tree.
This genus is usually found in Madagascar
IUCN status given: Critically Endangered
It has a long stem with a whitish coating on the trunk.
It also has an umbellate inflorescence with eight to twelve flowers.
Discovered location:
South Andaman's Wandoor forest.
It could also be found in the Tirur forest near the Jarawa Reserve Forest and the
Chidiya Tapu (Munda Pahar) forest in the A&N Islands.
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Black-bellied Coral Snakes in the Forests of Uttarakhand
Indian researchers have identified Black-bellied Coral snakes in the forests of
Uttarakhand for the first time in history.
Highlights:
The snake is associated with the Elapidae family and Sinomicrurus genus. Its
scientic name is S. nigriventer.
The snake was observed in the Bhadraj Block of Benog Wildlife Sanctuary in the
Mussoorie Forest Division.
At present, there are 107 species of coral snakes in the world. In India, only 7 coral
snake species are found.
As per the report by the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare on the management
of snakebite, there are more than 2000 species of snakes in the world.
About 300 of these species are found in India, of which fifty-two are venomous.
Venomous snakes of India belong to three families Elapidae', Viperidae' and
Hydrophidae' (sea snakes).
All snakes are protected with the aid of the law. Cobra, Rat snakes, and Checkered
keelback are included in Schedule II of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, and the
relaxation are blanketed via Schedule IV.
Snakes are essential for clinical reasons and ecological regions. They maintain the
food web in balance and their venoms are used to make antivenoms.
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DEFENCE
Special Purpose Vehicle for Mission Karmayogi
A three-member task force has been established to assist the government in
implementing major bureaucratic reforms as part of its ambitious "Mission
Karmayogi." The center recently approved the "National Civil Services Capacity
Building Programme- KarmaYogi Mission" to realize the transition from rule-based
training to role-based capacity development for all civil services in the country.
About the task force:
A Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV), named Karmayogi Bharat,' will be established
as a not-for-profit company under Section 8 of the Companies Act, 2013, as a 100
percent government-owned entity
The SPV will be responsible for:
delivering and managing design,
implementing, improving, and managing a digital platform,
managing and delivering competency assessment services,
managing the governance of telemetry data, and ensuring monitoring and
evaluation.
The task force will submit recommendations for the SPV's organisational structure,
which will align its vision, mission, and functions.
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PERSONS
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay - 27th June
On June 27th, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tribute to Rishi Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay on his Jayanti.
About Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay:
He was one of India's greatest novelists and poets.
He wrote the Sanskrit song Vande Mataram, which served as an inspiration to the
people during their struggle for independence.
There was a strong revolt against the East India Company's rule in 1857, but
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee continued his studies and passed his B.A. Examination
in 1859.
In the same year, the Lieutenant Governor of Calcutta appointed Bankim Chandra
Chatterjee as Deputy Collector.
He worked for the government for 32 years and retired in 1891.
He passed away on April 8, 1894.
Contributions to India's Freedom Struggle:
His epic novel "Anandamath"-set in the Sannyasi Rebellion (1770-1820), when
Bengal was also facing famine made Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay an influential
figure on the Bengali renaissance. Through his literary movement, he made the
people of Bengal intellectually stimulated. The national anthem of India, Vande
Mataram, comes from Anandamath. In 1872, he also founded Bangadarshan, a
monthly literary magazine that is credited with influencing the emergence of a
Bengali identity and nationalism.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Highest Civilian Award of Mongolia - RK Sabharwal
Engineers India Limited (EIL) Chairman & Managing Director (CMD), RK
Sabharwal has been honoured with the easiest civilian award of Mongolia The
Order of Polar Star through his excellency.
Highlights:
The President of Mongolia recognises the super contribution made via him toward
the establishment of the first-ever oil refinery in Mongolia. On behalf of the
authorities of Mongolia, this award was introduced by His Excellency, the
Ambassador of Mongolia to India, Gonching Ganbold, at a ceremony organised at
the Embassy of Mongolia.
The Order of Polar Star' is the most perfect and prestigious country award
bestowed via the President of Mongolia which is exceedingly valuable and unusual
and recognises people who have made an priceless contribution with their
wonderful difficult work, intelligence and sincerity to the prosperity of Mongolia
and its friendship with other nations, as nicely for tremendous contributions in the
fields of arts, culture, science and humanity.

Fukuoka Grand Prize of Japan Won by Sainath
Journalist Palagummi Sainath has been awarded the Fukuoka Grand Prize for 2021.
He is a dedicated journalist who has persevered to look into impoverished farming
villages in India and captured the actuality of the lifestyle of the residents in such
areas.
Highlights:
The award, set up with the aid of Japan's Fukuoka city and the Fukuoka City
International Foundation, is given to humans and enterprises for their work in
preserving Asian culture.
Besides the Grand Prize, there are two greater award categories, academics and
culture. The Academics Prize was once given to Professor Kishimoto Mio, a
historian from Japan who specialises in the socio-economic history of China in the
Ming-Qing period. Thailand-based writer and filmmaker Prabda Yoon received the
Arts and Culture Award.About the Sainath:
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Sainath was once born in Chennai and has served as the Hindu editor and as the
vice-editor of political journal Blitz. The journalist was once awarded the European
Commission's Lorenzo Natali Prize for journalism in 1995 and the Amnesty
International Global Human Rights Journalism Prize in 2000. He obtained the
United Nations Food & Agriculture Organization's Boerma Prize in 2001 and the
Ramon Magsaysay Award for gorgeous contribution to Asian journalism in 2007.
His most important publications include Everybody loves an excellent drought,
which is a series of 85 articles published in The Times of India underneath the
collection The face of poor India.

Kuvempu Rashtriya Puraskar Bagged by Odia Poet Rajendra Kishore Panda
The Kuvempu Rashtriya Puraskar, the award instituted in reminiscence of late poet
laureate Kuvempu, has been awarded to famed Odia poet Dr Rajendra Kishore
Panda for the year 2020. The prestigious award consists of a cash award of Rs 5
lakh, a silver medal, and a citation.
Dr Panda:
He was Born on June 24, 1944, Dr Panda writes in the Odia language. He has
published sixteen poetry collections and a novel. He is a primary Indian poet who
suggested the course of contemporary Odia poetry to brilliant heights. He was
awarded the Gangadhar National Award in 2010 and the Sahitya Akademi Award
in 1985. He was awarded a DLitt by Sambalpur University.
About the Award:
Founded in 1992, Rashtrakavi Kuvempu Trust instituted this countrywide annual
literary award in 2013 in the name of Kuvempu to apprehend litterateurs who had
contributed in any language diagnosed via the Constitution of India.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Meeting of G20 Foreign Ministers
Italy hosted the G20 foreign ministers meeting to discuss the fight against Covid-19
and how to accelerate the recovery of the global economy and promote sustainable
development in Africa.
About the Meeting:
It criticized China and Russia for their vaccine diplomacy.
Promoting a science-based, all-encompassing One Health approach.
It also stated that increased climate variability and extreme weather events have an
impact on agricultural output and are one of the factors driving the rise in global
hunger.
On Africa:
The Covid-19 pandemic, conflict, drought, economic hardship, and extreme
weather are undoing years of progress.
Across Africa, 250 million people are experiencing hunger, accounting for nearly
20% of the population (as of 2019).
India's Stand in the meeting:
Highlighted the issue of "vaccine equity."
It entails both vaccine affordability and access opportunities for populations all
over the world, regardless of geography or geopolitics.
The economy requires decentralised globalisation, particularly in manufacturing,
food, and health.
Resilient supply chains must emerge concurrently.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Head of Payments of WhatsApp - Manesh Mahatme
WhatsApp has appointed former Amazon executive Manesh Mahatme as a director
to lead the increase of its payments enterprise in India. As Director, WhatsApp
Payments-India, Mahatme will focus on improving the repayments experience for
users, scaling the provider, and contributing to the messaging app's vision of digital
and financial inclusion in India.

Grievance Officer for Twitter in India - Jeremy Kessel
Twitter has introduced the appointment of California-based Jeremy Kessel as the
new Grievance Officer for India. Kessel is the Global Legal Policy Director of
Twitter. The appointment of Grievance Officer via social media organizations is
mandated underneath the new Information Technology Rules, 2021.
However, the appointment of Kessel is not considered to be in line with new IT
policies guidelines, which mandate that the grievance redressal officer need to be a
resident of India.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Day - 29th June
The United Nations Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Day is held on
June 27, considering 2017, to rejoice the work of MSME in nearby and global
economies and their contribution to sustainable development. The day additionally
recognises the contribution of these industries in the implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
In 2021, the theme is MSME 2021: a key to an inclusive and sustainable recovery.
That is why the UN will be internet hosting a sequence of activities to discover how
Micro, Small, Medium Enterprises the backbone of our economies can be outfitted
to make certain an equitable and sustainable post-COVID-19 recovery.

International Day of the Tropics - 29th June
The United Nations considers 29 June as International Day of the Tropics. The UN
International Day of the Tropics celebrates the fantastic range of the tropics while
highlighting unique challenges and possibilities countries of the Tropics face. It
presents an opportunity to take inventory of development across the tropics, share
tropical stories and expertise, and acknowledge the region's diversity and
manageability.
History of the day:
The inaugural State of the Tropics Report was launched on 29 June 2014 as the
fruits of a collaboration between twelve leading tropical research institutions. The
record presents a special standpoint on this increasingly more important region.
Marking the anniversary of the launch of report, the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) adopted decision A/RES/70/267 in 2016, which declared that
29 June of every year is to be found as the International Day of the Tropics.

National Statistics Day - 29th June
The government of India celebrated National Statistics day on the twenty-ninth of
June on the delivery anniversary of Prof. P C Mahalanobis. The Day is celebrated
to create focus among early life about statistics in socio-economic planning and
policy formulation. The Day to popularize the use of Statistics in everyday life and
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sensitize the public about how Statistics helps shape and frame policies.
End Hunger, Achieve Food Security & Improved Nutrition and Promote
Sustainable Agriculture (Sustainable Development Goal or SDG 2 of the UN) is the
theme of this year's National Statistics Day.
History of National Statistics Day:
National Statistics Day used to be first celebrated on twenty-ninth June 2007. The
Government of India decided to have fun with the high-quality contribution made
by Late Professor Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis in the field of financial planning
and statistical development and hence mark his delivery anniversary as National
Statistics Day.
About Professor Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis:
Professor Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis is known as the father of Indian Statistics.
He used to be born on 29 June 1893, an Indian statistician and scientist. He devised
a measure of evaluation between two statistics sets that are now known as the
Mahalanobis distance. He was once a member of the planning
commission(1956-61), and he gave a two-sector Input-output model for the Second
Five Year Plan, which later grew to become regarded as the Nehru-Mahalanobis
model. He founded Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) in December 1931 in Kolkata.
Those are Padma Vibhushan (1968), Weldon Memorial Prize from the University
of Oxford (1944), Fellow of the Royal Society, London(1945).

Day of the Seafarer - 25th June
Every year on June 25th, the Day of the Seafarer' is observed.
About Day of the Seafarer:
On this day, people honour seafarers and recognise their invaluable contribution to
international trade and the global economy.
The International Maritime Organization established the Day of the Seafarer
celebration in 2010. (IMO).
The theme for 2021 is "Seafarers: The core of the future of shipping".

International Asteroid Day - 30th June
International Asteroid Day is discovered globally on 30th June each year.
International Asteroid Day aims to increase public attention about the asteroid
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impact hazard and inform the public about the crisis communication actions taken
at the international level in case of a credible near-Earth object threat.
Background:
In December 2016, the UNGA (UN General Assembly) adopted decision
A/RES/71/90, declaring 30th June International Asteroid Day to observe every year
at the international stage the anniversary of the Tunguska influence over Siberia,
Russian Federation, on 30 June 1908, and to raise public attention about the
asteroid have an effect on the hazard.
Asteroids:
These are the small rocky bodies that orbits around the sun. Mostly, they are
observed between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter; however, some have extra
eccentric orbits. Therefore, we will say that asteroids are rocky-metallic objects that
vary in measurement from pebbles to around 600 miles across. They are so small
that they aren't regarded as planets, but they orbit the Sun. They are recognised as
the leftover material of the Solar System.

International Day of Parliamentarism - 30th June
International Day of Parliamentarism is discovered globally on 30 June each and
every year. The Day of Parliamentarism is a time to evaluate the progress that
parliaments have made in achieving some key goals to be greater representative and
move with the times, consisting of carrying out self-assessments and working to
include more women and younger MPs, and adapting to new technologies.
History:
The Day was mounted in 2018 through a United Nations General Assembly
Resolution. This day also acknowledges the formation of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union, the international organisation of parliaments that was once installed in 1889.

National Postal Workers Day - 1st July
The National Postal Worker Day is marked each year on July 1 globally in
awareness of the contribution made by postal people in the society.
Highlights:
The Postal worker day is a unique opportunity to say thank you now not solely to
postmen but additionally to all delivery personnel, as on line buying has ended up a
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lifeline for many of us.
The day was initiated with the aid of a popular postal provider from Seattle, the
USA in the year 1997 to felicitate and honour the co-postal employees for their
dedication.

National Chartered Accountants Day - 1st July
National Chartered Accountants Day is celebrated on July 1 each and every year.
This CA day is observed to commemorate the finding of the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI) by the Indian parliament in the year 1949. Every 12
months on the day of the institution of the ICAI, CA Day is celebrated to honour
the Chartered Accountant.
Institute of Chartered Accountants of India:
Institute of Chartered Accountants is a professional accounting body of India and
additionally the 2nd most prominent accounting organization in the globe. The
ICAI was hooked up on this day in the 12 months of 1949 underneath an Act
passed in Parliament. The ICAI is the sole licensing & regulatory physique for
India's monetary audit and accounting occupation, and its guidelines are
accompanied by using all people from the National Financial Reporting Authority
(NFRA) to organizations and accounting organizations.

National Doctors Day - 1st July
National Doctors' Day is designated on 01 July yearly in India with the aid of the
Indian Medical Association (IMA). The day is celebrated to honour the exceptional
physicians and assist us to apprehend the significance of doctors in our lives and
price them, to offer them our respects by commemorating one of their biggest
representatives.
History of the day:
The day commemorates the beginning anniversary of the second Chief Minister of
West Bengal, Dr Bidhan Chandra Roy who was born on 1st July, 1882, and died on
the same date in 1962.

World Sports Journalists Day - 2nd July
World Sports Journalists Day is determined globally on 2nd July every year. The
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day objectives to recognize the work of sports activities journalists & to inspire
them to do higher at their work. Sports journalists help lots of people in the world
to get hold of records on various sports. This expert has helped in the development
of many types of games all over the globe. Sports journalists have their associations
to maintain their requirements in their profession. It was observed all over the
world and united nations via the International Sports Press Association.
Background:
The Sports Journalist Day was established by the International Sports Press
Association (AIPS) in 1994 to mark the seventieth anniversary of the basis of the
organization. AIPS used to be formed on July 2 of 1924 for the duration of the
Summer Olympics in Paris.

World UFO Day - 2nd July
The World UFO Day (WUD) is held on July 2 each year globally. It is a day
committed to the existence of Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) by the World
UFO Day Organization (WUFODO). WUD objectives to raise cognizance about
UFOs' existence and encourage human beings to think about the opportunity of us
now not being alone in the Universe. Initially, the day used to be discovered on
June 24. Later, WUFODO set up on July two to commemorate the day.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
MoU Signed Between the Ministry of Agriculture and Microsoft
The Ministry of Agriculture has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
Microsoft to run a pilot programme in 100 villages across six states. The
Memorandum of Understanding requires Microsoft to develop a 'Unified Farmer
Service Interface' through its cloud computing services. It entails developing an
AgriStack' upon which everything else will be built.
About AgriStack:
It is a collection of technologies and digital databases focusing on farmers and the
agricultural sector.
AgriStack will create a unified platform for farmers to provide end-to-end services
across the agriculture food value chain.
It is aligned with the Centre's Digital India programme, which aims to provide a
broader push to digitise data in India, from land titles to medical records.
Each farmer will be assigned a unique digital identification (farmers' ID) that
contains personal information.
At the moment, the majority of farmers in India are small and marginal farmers
with little access to advanced technologies or formal credit that could help them
increase output and get better prices.
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INDEX / LIST
The World Drug Report 2021 - UNODC
In its World Drug Report 2021, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) stated that the lockdown restrictions imposed during Covid-19
accelerated drug trafficking via the Internet.
Highlights:
The number of people using drugs increased by 22% between 2010 and 2019,
owing in part to an increase in the global population.
Approximately 275 million people used drugs globally last year, with over 36
million suffering from drug use disorders.
Opioids continue to bear the greatest burden of disease associated with drug use.
During the coronavirus pandemic, there was also an increase in the non-medical
use of pharmaceutical drugs.
Cannabis potency has increased up to four times in some areas over the last 24
years, despite a 40% drop in the percentage of adolescents who perceive the drug as
harmful.
With online sales, access to drugs has become easier than ever before, and major
drug markets on the dark web are now worth approximately $315 million per year.
In Asia, China and India are primarily associated with the shipment of drugs sold
on the 19 major darknet markets studied between 2011 and 2020.

India Positioned 20th in Global Startup Ecosystem Index
India stands at the 20th spot amongst the top 100 nations that have been ranked in
the Global Startup Ecosystem Index for the year 2021 by Startup Blink. The
country was in the 17th spot in 2019, after which it slid six spots down and stood at
23 in 2020. According to the report, India needs to better its infrastructure and
Internet speed in order to similarly support its start-up ecosystem.
Ranking of the Indian Cities: India presently has 43 of its cities listed in the top
1000 globally, with Bengaluru(10th), New Delhi (14th) and Mumbai (16th) in the
top 20.
Country-wise ranking: Like the past year, the US, the UK, Israel, Canada and
Germany are in the top 5 spots this year too and continue their lead.
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About the report:
The file has a score for each location, which is calculated as the sum of three
parameters: quantity, quality and business environment. The extent parameter
comprises factors such as number of start-ups, number of start-up related meet-ups,
quantity of co-working spaces, number of accelerators, etc.
On the other hand, the first-rate parameter considers factors such as the variety of
employees per start-up, the presence of unicorns, exits and pantheon companies,
global start-up events, and presence of global start-up influencers, among other
factors.
The commercial enterprise rating evaluates factors such as ease of registering
organizations and doing business, internet pace and freedom, degree of English
proficiency, research and development investment, quantity of patents per capita,
availability of a variety of science services such as charge portals, ride-sharing
apps, cryptocurrency, etc.

India Ranked 10th in Global Cybersecurity Index
India has been ranked as the tenth excellent country in the world in the Global
Cybersecurity Index (GCI) 2020, launched by ITU (International
Telecommunication Union). The GCI 2020 is the 4th edition of the annual index
and ranked 194 countries. The GCI measures the dedication of countries to
cybersecurity at a global level. Countries have been ranked on the foundation of
overall performance on five parameters, which includes: legal measures, technical
measures, organisational measures, capacity development, and cooperation.
Index:
India ranked at the tenth position, with 97.5 factors to rank amongst the top ten
high-quality countries in the world.
The United States has topped the GCI 2020.
The United Kingdom and Saudi Arabia is tied in the second position
Estonia was ranked third in the index.

Global Cybersecurity Index - ITU
India was ranked tenth in the International Telecommunication Union's 2020
Global Cyber Security Index.
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Top countries: the United States (1st), the United Kingdom and Saudi Arabia (2nd),
and Estonia (3rd)
The performance of cybersecurity is based on five parameters: legal measures,
technical measures, organisational measures, capacity development, and
cooperation.
About India's performance:
India finished with a total score of 97.5.
India has risen to fourth place in the Asia Pacific region;
India is on its way to becoming a worldwide IT superpower.
There has been significant overall improvement and strengthening of the
cybersecurity domain.
About International Telecommunication Union:
It is a United Nations specialised agency for information and communication
technologies (ICTs).
It was founded in 1865.
Goal: To improve international connectivity in communication networks.
The headquarters are in Geneva, Switzerland.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When was International Asteroid Day observed?
A.30 Jun
B.25 Jun
C.20 Jun
D.1 Jul

Answer A
Explanation International Asteroid Day is discovered globally on 30th June each year.
International Asteroid Day aims to increase public attention about the asteroid impact hazard and
inform the public about the crisis communication actions taken at the international level in case of
a credible near-Earth object threat.

2) In Which of the following state the SALT Programme has been launched?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Kerala
D.Karnataka

Answer B
Explanation Andhra Pradesh has started a Supporting Andhras Learning Transformation (SALT)
programme to transform foundational studying in authorities schools for which the World Bank
has permitted a mortgage of 250 million dollars.

3) Fukuoka Grand Prize is one of the top prizes of ____________.
A.UK
B.USA
C.Japan
D.China

Answer C
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Explanation Renowned journalist P. Sainath was the recipients of the Fukuoka Grand Prize
2021, one of Japan's top awards open to people from all Asian countries for investigate[ing]
impoverished farming villages in India, listen[ing] to voices from the rural population.

4) Mr Manesh Mahatme is appointed as Head of Payments of ____________.
A.Facebook
B.WhatsApp
C.Twitter
D.Instagram

Answer B
Explanation WhatsApp has appointed former Amazon executive Manesh Mahatme as a director
to lead the increase of its payments enterprise in India.

5) California-based Jeremy Kessel as the new Grievance Officer of
____________ for India.
A.Twitter
B.WhatsApp
C.Instagram
D.Facebook

Answer A
Explanation Twitter has introduced the appointment of California-based Jeremy Kessel as the
new Grievance Officer for India. Kessel is the Global Legal Policy Director of Twitter. The
appointment of Grievance Officer via social media organizations is mandated underneath the new
Information Technology Rules, 2021.

6) When was International Day of Parliamentarism observed?
A.30 Jun
B.1 Jul
C.25 Jun
D.27 Jun

Answer A
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Explanation International Day of Parliamentarism is discovered globally on 30 June each and
every year. The Day of Parliamentarism is a time to evaluate the progress that parliaments have
made in achieving some key goals to be greater representative and move with the times.

7) When was International Asteroid Day declared?
A.2016
B.2015
C.2014
D.2013

Answer A
Explanation In December 2016, the UNGA (UN General Assembly) adopted decision
A/RES/71/90, declaring 30th June International Asteroid Day to observe every year at the
international stage the anniversary of the Tunguska influence over Siberia, Russian Federation,
on 30 June 1908, and to raise public attention about the asteroid have an effect on the hazard.

8) SALT Programme Introduced by Andhra Pradesh is a programme of
_____________.
A.5 Yrs
B.2 Yrs
C.3 Yrs
D.4 Yrs

Answer A
Explanation The five-year programme is result-oriented, with the WB releasing cash after key
desires are achieved. The authorities have transformed all Anganwadis into pre-primary schools
and connected them to the nearest schools.The governments report on SALT archives various
challenges to enhancing the mastering outcomes.

9) Where did Journalist Palagummi Sainath born?
A.Mumbai
B.Chennai
C.Bangalore
D.Pune
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Answer B
Explanation Sainath was once born in Chennai and has served as the Hindu editor and as the
vice-editor of political journal Blitz.The journalist was once awarded the European Commissions
Lorenzo Natali Prize for journalism in 1995 and the Amnesty International Global Human Rights
Journalism Prize in 2000.

10) New Head of Payments of WhatsApp Mr Manesh Mahatme is a former
____________ executive.
A.Amazon
B.Flipkart
C.eBay
D.Myntra

Answer A
Explanation WhatsApp has appointed former Amazon executive Manesh Mahatme as a director
to lead the increase of its payments enterprise in India.

11) When did Sainath awarded the European Commissions Lorenzo Natali
Prize for journalism?
A.1995
B.2000
C.2001
D.2007

Answer A
Explanation Sainath was once born in Chennai and has served as the Hindu editor and as the
vice-editor of political journal Blitz.The journalist was once awarded the European Commissions
Lorenzo Natali Prize for journalism in 1995 and the Amnesty International Global Human Rights
Journalism Prize in 2000.He obtained the United Nations Food & Agriculture Organizations
Boerma Prize in 2001 and the Ramon Magsaysay Award for gorgeous contribution to Asian
journalism in 2007.

12) In Which year International Day of Parliamentarism declared?
A.2018
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B.2016
C.2017
D.2014

Answer A
Explanation The Day was mounted in 2018 through a United Nations General Assembly
Resolution. This day also acknowledges the formation of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, the
international organisation of parliaments that was once installed in 1889.

13) When did Sainath awarded the Amnesty International Global Human
Rights Journalism Prize?
A.1995
B.2000
C.2001
D.2007

Answer B
Explanation Sainath was once born in Chennai and has served as the Hindu editor and as the
vice-editor of political journal Blitz.The journalist was once awarded the European Commissions
Lorenzo Natali Prize for journalism in 1995 and the Amnesty International Global Human Rights
Journalism Prize in 2000.He obtained the United Nations Food & Agriculture Organizations
Boerma Prize in 2001 and the Ramon Magsaysay Award for gorgeous contribution to Asian
journalism in 2007.

14) When was United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime established?
A.1998
B.1997
C.1996
D.1995

Answer B
Explanation The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC; French: Office des
Nations unies contre la drogue et le crime) is a United Nations office that was established in 1997
as the Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention by combining the United Nations
International Drug Control Program (UNDCP) and the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
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Division in the United Nations Office at Vienna. and was renamed the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime in 2002.

15) When did Sainath awarded the United Nations Food & Agriculture
Organizations Boerma Prize?
A.1995
B.2000
C.2001
D.2007

Answer C
Explanation Sainath was once born in Chennai and has served as the Hindu editor and as the
vice-editor of political journal Blitz.The journalist was once awarded the European Commissions
Lorenzo Natali Prize for journalism in 1995 and the Amnesty International Global Human Rights
Journalism Prize in 2000.He obtained the United Nations Food & Agriculture Organizations
Boerma Prize in 2001 and the Ramon Magsaysay Award for gorgeous contribution to Asian
journalism in 2007.

16) Where is the headquarters of National Commission For Women?
A.Mumbai
B.Kolkata
C.New Delhi
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation The National Commission for Women (NCW) is the statutory body of the
Government of India, generally concerned with advising the government on all policy matters
affecting women.

17) When did Sainath awarded the Ramon Magsaysay Award for gorgeous
contribution to Asian journalism?
A.1995
B.2000
C.2001
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D.2007

Answer D
Explanation Sainath was once born in Chennai and has served as the Hindu editor and as the
vice-editor of political journal Blitz.The journalist was once awarded the European Commissions
Lorenzo Natali Prize for journalism in 1995 and the Amnesty International Global Human Rights
Journalism Prize in 2000.He obtained the United Nations Food & Agriculture Organizations
Boerma Prize in 2001 and the Ramon Magsaysay Award for gorgeous contribution to Asian
journalism in 2007.

18) What is the color of Burmese Grapes Leteku?
A.Yellow
B.Red
C.Purple
D.Any of the above

Answer D
Explanation The fruit is harvested and consumed locally as a fruit, stewed, or made into wine;It
is also used to treat skin diseases medicinally. For medicinal purposes, the bark, roots, and wood
are harvested. The fruit is oval, yellowish, pinkish to bright red or purple in colour, 2.53.5 cm in
diameter, glabrous, with 24 large purple-red seeds and a white aril.

19) What is the range capability of Agni P missile?
A.1,000 to 2,000 kilometres
B.1,400 to 2,000 kilometres
C.1,600 to 2,000 kilometres
D.1,000 to 4,000 kilometres

Answer A
Explanation The Agni P' missile is a more advanced version of the Agni-1' missile.It is a nuclearcapable canister missile with a range capability of 1,000 to 2,000 kilometres.It is believed that the
Agni-P was developed specifically to strike targets in Pakistan.

20) A Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV), named Karmayogi Bharat is for
____________.
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A.implementing, improving, and managing a digital platform
B.delivering and managing design
C.managing and delivering competency assessment services
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The SPV will be responsible for: delivering and managing design, implementing,
improving, and managing a digital platform, managing and delivering competency assessment
services, managing governance of telemetry data, and ensuring monitoring and evaluation.The
task force will submit recommendations for the SPV's organisational structure, which will align
its vision, mission, and functions.

21) Where is Barnadi Wildlife Sanctuary located?
A.Manipur
B.Assam
C.Nagaland
D.West Bengal

Answer B
Explanation The World Wide Fund for Nature-India (WWF) discovered a few tigers in Assam's
Barnadi Wildlife Sanctuary. It is one of Assam's smallest WS (Wildlife Sanctuary).

22) When was national small savings fund established?
A.1998
B.1999
C.2000
D.2001

Answer B
Explanation NSSF was established in 1999 within the Public Account of India. It is administered
by the Ministry of Finance, Government of India, under the National Small Savings Fund
(Custody and Investment) Rules, 2001, derived from Article 283(1) of the Constitution.

23) When was SERB established?
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A.2008
B.2009
C.2010
D.2015

Answer A
Explanation The Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB) is a statutory body
established through an Act of Parliament, 2008. The mandate is to supports basic research in
emerging areas of Science & Engineering.

24) Where is Niti Aayog located?
A.Mumbai
B.Chennai
C.New Delhi
D.Bangalore

Answer B
Explanation The National Institution for Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was
formed via a resolution of the Union Cabinet on January 1, 2015. NITI Aayog is the premier
policy 'Think Tank' of the Government of India, providing both directional and policy inputs.

25) When was Enforcing Contracts Portal established?
A.2020
B.2021
C.2019
D.2018

Answer B
Explanation The portal to also provide access to repository of commercial laws for ready
reference. On 28th June, 2021 an exclusive Enforcing Contracts Portal was inaugurated by Shri
Barun Mitra, Secretary (Justice) at the Department of Justice, Delhi in the presence of senior
officers of the Department of Justice.

26) Which is the most populated city within the Ganga river basin?
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A.Haridwar
B.Kanpur
C.Patna
D.Varanasi

Answer D
Explanation Today, the Ganges river basin is the most populated river basin in the world with
400 million people. It has a population density of about 390 people per km2. Many Hindus visit
the Ganges river in Varanasi, which is considered the holiest of cities.

27) When was PMFME Scheme launched?
A.2020
B.2019
C.2018
D.2017

Answer A
Explanation Taking inspiration from the Vocal for Local campaign initiated by the Hon'ble
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, the PM Formalization of Micro Food Processing Enterprises
(PM FME) Scheme was launched on 29th June 2020.

28) Which is the largest power plant in India?
A.Vindhyachal Thermal Power Station
B.Nagai Thermal Power Plant
C.Ennore power plant
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The Vindhyachal Thermal Power Station in the Singrauli district of Madhya
Pradesh, with an installed capacity of 4,760MW, is currently the biggest thermal power plant in
India.

29) Saral Sanchar Portal will issue _____________ licenses/authorization.
A.Unified License

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(June 28 - July 4, 2021)

B.Unified License-Virtual Network Operator
C.WPC Licenses (Wireless Planning and Coordination)
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The portal assumes that applicants will receive prompts and alerts at all stages of
application submission so that all necessary requirements can be met before the application is
submitted. Applications for Access Services, Internet Services, and other licences are being
accepted via this portal.This portal will issue the following licenses/authorizations:Unified
LicenseUnified License-Virtual Network OperatorWPC Licenses (Wireless Planning and
Coordination)

30) Where is the headquarters of ESA?
A.Paris
B.Austria
C.Belgium
D.None

Answer A
Explanation ESA's headquarters are in Paris which is where policies and programmes are
decided.

31) Where is Indo-Japan Friendship Association in India?
A.Haryana
B.Gujarat
C.West Bengal
D.Maharashtra

Answer B
Explanation The Zen garden facets a statue of Lord Buddha. The backyard is built in partnership
with the Japan Information and Study Centre at AMA and Indo-Japan Friendship Association
(IJFA), Gujarat, supported through the Hyogo International Association (HIA), Japan.

32) When was National Doctors Day observed?
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A.Jul 1
B.Jul 2
C.Jul 3
D.Jul 4

Answer A
Explanation The National Doctors Day is designated on 01 July yearly in India with the aid of
the Indian Medical Association (IMA). The day is celebrated to honour the exceptional
physicians and assist us to apprehend the significance of doctors in our lives.

33) When was National Postal Workers Day observed?
A.Jul 1
B.Jul 2
C.Jul 3
D.Jul 4

Answer A
Explanation The National Postal Worker Day is marked each year on July 1 globally in
awareness of the contribution made by postal people in the society.

34) When was National Chartered Accountants Day Day observed?
A.Jul 1
B.Jul 2
C.Jul 3
D.Jul 4

Answer A
Explanation National Chartered Accountants Day is celebrated on July 1 each and every year.
This CA day is observed to commemorate the finding of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of
India (ICAI) by the Indian parliament in the year 1949.

35) Where is the Baihetan Dam located?
A.India
B.Japan
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C.China
D.Russia

Answer C
Explanation The Government of China formally became the first two producing units of the
Baihetan Dam, the worlds second-biggest hydroelectric dam, to begin generating energy. The
Baihetan Dam is set up in the southwestern China on the Jinsha River.

36) When was National Postal Workers Day declared?
A.1997
B.1998
C.1999
D.2000

Answer A
Explanation July 1 was declared National Postal Worker Day in 1997 by a Seattle-area postal
carrier to honour fellow employees and since then it is celebrated every year on this day.

37) From When National CA Day was observed?
A.1948
B.1949
C.1950
D.1951

Answer B
Explanation When the Institute of Chartered Accountants on India (ICAI) was incorporated
under the Chartered Accountants Act, 1949, the use of the term 'Chartered' was legalised instead
of 'Registered'. Hence, 1st July is considered as the ICAI Foundation day or CA day in India
since 1949.

38) From When National Doctors Day was observed?
A.1948
B.1949
C.1950
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D.1961

Answer B
Explanation The first National Doctors' Day was celebrated in the year 1991. He was
instrumental in establishing institutions like Chittaranjan Cancer Hospital, Chittaranjan Seva
Sadan, among others. He was awarded with the Bharat Ratna on February 4, 1961

39) When was Three Gorges Dam opened?
A.2000
B.2001
C.2002
D.2003

Answer D
Explanation The dam is a 289-meter-tall (954-foot-tall) double-curvature arch dam, having
sixteen generating units.Each unit will generate a potential of 1 million kilowatts, making it the
second-largest in dimension after the Three Gorges Dam opened in 2003 on the Yangtze, with
22.5 million kilowatts of generating capacity.

40) When was Three Gorges Dam opened?
A.2000
B.2001
C.2002
D.2003

Answer D
Explanation The dam is a 289-meter-tall (954-foot-tall) double-curvature arch dam, having
sixteen generating units.Each unit will generate a potential of 1 million kilowatts, making it the
second-largest in dimension after the Three Gorges Dam opened in 2003 on the Yangtze, with
22.5 million kilowatts of generating capacity.

41) When was European Space Agency established?
A.1975
B.1982
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C.1980
D.1985

Answer A
Explanation The European Space Agency is an intergovernmental organization of 22 member
states dedicated to the exploration of space. Established in 1975 and headquartered in Paris, ESA
has a worldwide staff of about 2,200 in 2018 and an annual budget of about 6.5 billion in 2021.

42) When was Fasal Bima Yojana launched?
A.2016
B.2017
C.2018
D.2019

Answer A
Explanation The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana launched on 18 February 2016 by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is an insurance service for farmers for their yields.

43) How many main elements are in Zen Garden?
A.8
B.5
C.6
D.7

Answer A
Explanation Zen gardens have eight main elements, each with their own purpose. These
elements are bridges, islands, flowers or plants, sand, stones, trees, water and waterfalls.

44) Where is Kalbeliya Tribe from?
A.Maharashtra
B.Rajasthan
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Gujarat
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Answer B
Explanation Kalbelia or Kabeliya is a tribe from Rajasthan, India, there is also a dance of the
same name. The dance is an integral part of their culture and performed by men and women.

45) Where is the headquarter of G20?
A.Mexico
B.India
C.China
D.Brazil

Answer A
Explanation The G20 is an intergovernmental forum comprising 19 countries and the European
Union. It works to address major issues related to the global economy, such as international
financial stability, climate change mitigation, and sustainable development.

46) When was International Telecommunication Union founded?
A.1985
B.1865
C.1860
D.1960

Answer B
Explanation The International Telecommunication Union is a specialized agency of the United
Nations responsible for all matters related to information and communication technologies. It was
established in 17 May 1865 as the International Telegraph Union, making it among the oldest
international organizations still in operation.

47) When was One Nation, One Ration Card established?
A.August 2018
B.August 2019
C.August 2017
D.August 2015

Answer C
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Explanation On July 31, 2021, the Supreme Court ordered all states and Union Territories (UT)
to implement the One Nation, One Ration Card (ONORC) system. The introduction of ONORC
aims to reform the PDS, which is plagued by issues such as inefficiency and leakages. ONORC
was established in August of 2019.

48) When was NTPC founded?
A.1975
B.1960
C.1980
D.1945

Answer A
Explanation NTPC Limited, formerly known as National Thermal Power Corporation Limited,
is an Indian government-owned electric utility company. It engaged in the business of generation
of electricity and allied activities.

49) OxyJani is a name of ____________.
A.Oxygen Cylinder
B.Oxygen Concentrator
C.Oxygen Bus
D.Oxygen Taxi

Answer B
Explanation OxyJani is based on the Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA) technology principles.
The researchers switched from lithium zeolite (LiX), which is commonly used in oxygen
generators, to sodium zeolite, which does not generate toxic solid waste and can be manufactured
in India.

50) When was Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana launched?
A.18 Feb 2016
B.18 Feb 2015
C.18 Feb 2018
D.17 Feb 2016

Answer A
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Explanation The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana launched on 18 February 2016 by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is an insurance service for farmers for their yields.

51) Where was YSR Bima Scheme launched?
A.Karnataka
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Telangana
D.Kerala

Answer B
Explanation Andhra Pradesh CM YS Jagan Mohan Reddy has launched the YSR Bima scheme
with new guidelines, where the authorities itself will directly pay the insurance amount to the
household of the deceased to make the insurance claims easier.

52) When was first Indian Ocean Naval Symposium held?
A.2006
B.2007
C.2008
D.2009

Answer C
Explanation The first symposium was held in the year 2008 with India as host. The
chairmanship and region of the Symposium rotate between the variety of member states.

53) Which of the following bank has launched Salute Doctors?
A.HDFC Bank
B.ICICI Bank
C.SBI
D.KVB

Answer B
Explanation ICICI Bank has established the most comprehensive banking solutions of India for
doctors. It is titled Salute Doctors, the answer gives customized banking as nicely as value-added
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offerings for every doctor, commencing from a medical student to a senior medical advisor to a
proprietor of a medical institution or a clinic.

54) Which of the following bank has launched SalaamDilSey?
A.HDFC Bank
B.ICICI Bank
C.SBI
D.KVB

Answer A
Explanation SalaamDilSey encourages one and all to take a second to well known and celebrate
the contribution of doctors and gives a platform to exhibit their gratitude to doctors, who are
fighting the pandemic bravely, at the risk of their own lives.

55) Where is Benog Wildlife Sanctuary located?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Uttarakhand
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Rajasthan

Answer B
Explanation The snake is associated with the Elapidae family and Sinomicrurus genus. Its
scientic name is S. nigriventer. The snake was observed in the Bhadraj Block of Benog Wildlife
Sanctuary in the Mussoorie Forest Division.

56) When was Digital India Launched?
A.July 1st, 2015
B.July 1st, 2016
C.July 1st, 2017
D.July 1st, 2018

Answer A
Explanation Digital India was launched on July 1st, 2015 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. In
the previous 6 years, the authorities have launched many digital initiatives like Direct Benet
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Transfer, Common Services Centres, DigiLocker and mobile-based UMANG services.

57) Where is the headquarters of HDFC Bank?
A.Mumbai
B.Chennai
C.Pune
D.Kolkata

Answer A
Explanation HDFC Bank Limited is an Indian banking and financial services company,
headquartered in Mumbai, Maharashtra. HDFC Bank is India's largest private sector bank by
assets and by market capitalisation as of April 2021. It is the third largest company by market
capitalisation on the Indian stock exchanges.

58) Where is the headquarters of ICICI Bank?
A.Mumbai
B.Chennai
C.Pune
D.Vadodara

Answer D
Explanation ICICI Bank Limited is an Indian multinational financial services company with its
registered office in Vadodara, Gujarat, and corporate office in Mumbai, Maharashtra

59) Who is the host of first Indian Ocean Naval Symposium?
A.India
B.France
C.Russia
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The first symposium was held in the year 2008 with India as host. The
chairmanship and region of the Symposium rotate between the variety of member states.
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60) What is the rank of India in Global Cybersecurity Index?
A.20
B.10
C.15
D.12

Answer B
Explanation India was ranked tenth in the International Telecommunication Union's 2020 Global
Cyber Security Index.Top countries: the United States (1st), the United Kingdom and Saudi
Arabia (2nd), and Estonia (3rd)
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