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INTERNATIONAL
Polish President Andrzej Duda wins the 2020 Presidential Election of Poland
Polish President Andrzej Duda won the 2020 Presidential Election of Poland on
12 July 2020. He has secured another five-year in office. Andrzej Duda's current
term will expire on 6 August 2020. Duda aligned with the ruling Law and Justice
(PiS) party and won 51.2% of the votes and Rafal Trzaskowski from the main
opposition center-right Civic Platform party secured 48.7%.
2020 Presidential Election of Poland:
The First Round of the 2020 Presidential Election of Poland was conducted on 28
June 2020. A total of 11 candidates contested for the post of President. In the first
round, Andrzej Duda gained the highest 43.50% of the total valid vote share
followed by Rafal Trzaskowski with 30.46% in the second place. On 12 July 2020,
the Second-Round election was conducted in Poland.

Union Minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal addressed Digital Indo-Italian Business
Mission
Union Minister for Food Processing Industries Harsimrat Kaur Badal virtually
addressed the opening session of Digital Indo-Italian Business Mission on Food
Processing. The session will hold a two-day event. It will include digital
conferences, trade fairs, and Business-to-Business service (B2B) meetings.
Highlights:
TheDigital Indo-Italian Business Mission on Food Processingwill offer a unique
platform for India and Italy to explore partnership opportunities
This Digital Indo-Italian Business Mission on Food Processing is expected to start
a new digital journey and pave the way for a closer connection between the food
processing ecosystems of the two countries.
The Mission comes as many food processing companies are attempting to diversify
and expand their product line-up.
The move aims to expand its global outreach.
It should be noted that India and Italy are natural partners when it comes to the
Food Processing Industry and in the European Union.
23 Italian companies that are part of this Digital Mission are having a virtual
exhibition of their products and services.
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These companies are expected to have business meetings with end-users and other
industry players in India.
Under this mission, Italy will provide India on how to better preserve food and
reduce wastages through strengthening cold chain and processing technologies.
India will provide immense opportunities for growth.
Italy:
President: Sergio Mattarella
Prime Minister: Giuseppe Conte
Capital: Rome
Official language: Italian
Currency: Euro ()
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Atal Innovation Mission launched ATL App Development Module for school
children
Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) of NITI Aayog has launched the ATL App
Development Module for school children across the country. The app was
launched to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic. The move comes as it is crucial for
young Indians to learn skills at a young age and to enable them to become the next
generation of technology leaders.
ATL App:
AIM, NITI Aayog launched the ATL App Development module in collaboration
with Plezmo, an Indian homegrown startup.
The ATL App is an online course and is completely Free for school children.
The young innovators can learn to build mobile apps through six project-based
learning modules and online mentoring sessions in various Indian languages and
showcase their talent.
It is also aimed to help to build capacities and acumen for app development within
school teachers, periodic Teacher Training sessions will be conducted on the AIM
App Development course.
The skills of app development to the young tinkerers of Atal Tinkering Labs across
India so that they can integrate their Tinkering Lab innovations with mobile apps
enhancing the usability and reach of their innovations.
It will be one of the largest app learning and development initiatives at a school
level in any country.
So far, more than 5100 ATLs have been established in more than 660 districts
across the country by AIM with more than 2 million students having access to the
Tinkering Labs.

Indian Railways to become Green Railway by achieving net-zero carbon
emission
The Ministry of Railways has announced mission mode with the goal of
transforming Indian Railways into Green Railways by the year 2030. It has taken a
number of major initiatives towards mitigation of global warming and combating
climate change.
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Highlights:
Indian Railways, as a part of mission mode, has planned to electrify All routes on
Broad Gauge (BG) network by December 2023.
Indian Railways is currently focusing on the electrification of last-mile
connectivity & missing links. Under this, 365 km of major connectivity work has
been commissioned amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
Indian Railways strategy to achieve net-zero carbon emission includes Railway
Electrification, improve the energy efficiency of locomotives and trains and fixed
installations, green certification for installations/stations, fitting bio-toilets in
coaches and switching to renewable sources of energy, among others.
So far, Indian Railways has completed electrification of more than 40,000 Route
km (RKM) (63% of Broad Gauge routes). Out of the total 18,605 km electrification
work was done during 2014-20. Earlier, only 3,835 km electrification work was
completed during the period 2009-14. Indian Railways has fixed a target of
electrification of 7000 RKM for the year 2020-21.

NITI Aayog presented second Voluntary National Review of India at United
Nations HLPF
NITI Aayog presented India's second Voluntary National Review (VNR) at
the United Nations High-level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable
Development 2020. The HLPF is the foremost international platform for follow-up
and review of progress on the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). HLPF
is being hosted virtually amid the COVID-19 pandemic, 47 Member States are set
to present their VNRs between 10th-16th July 2020.
Highlights:
The India VNR 2020 report titled "Decade of Action: Taking SDGs from Global
to Local".
VNR is presented by Dr.Rajiv Kumar, Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog and was
released by Dr.Rajiv Kumar, Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog, Dr V.K Paul, Member,
NITI Aayog, Shri Amitabh Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog, and Smt. Sanyukta Samaddar,
Adviser (SDGs), NITI Aayog.
Along with VNR, India also presented a short film that encapsulated the processual
aspects of the second VNR and captured some of India's major progress areas on
the SDGs.
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The report discussed at length the policy and enabling environment, India's
approach to localizing SDGs, and strengthening means of implementation.
VNRs are a critical component of the review of the progress and implementation
of the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
The reviews are voluntary and state-led. The aim of the report is to facilitate the
sharing of experiences, including successes, challenges and lessons learned. The
process of preparation of a country's VNR provides a platform for partnerships,
including through the participation of various relevant stakeholders. NITI Aayog
prepared and presented India's first VNR in 2017.
The HLPF annually meets in the month of July for eight days under the Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the UN.

AIM along with Ministries organized COVID-19 Demo-Days to support
Startups with COVID-19 Solutions
NITI Aayog's flagship Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) has partnered with other
Ministeries and partners to support Startups with COVID-19 innovative
Solutions and to tackle COVID-19 pandemic. The move is aimed to keep the
entrepreneurial spirit high across the country as the coronavirus pandemic and
economic shutdowns are dealing with a severe blow on the world economy.
COVID-19 Demo-Days:
AIM coordinated and concluded a series of virtual "COVID-19 Demo-Days", an
initiative to identify promising start-ups with potential COVID-19 innovations to
further help them deploy and scale-up their solutions nationwide.
The initiative was launched in partnership with other government bodies including
Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC), Department of
Biotechnology (DBT); Department of Science and Technology (DST), Startup
India, AGNIi, and other Ministries under the direction of Principal Scientific
Adviser to GoI Dr.Vijay Raghavan, and Member Health, NITI Aayog Dr. Vinod
Paul.
Around 1,000 COVID-19 related start-ups from a diverse set of categories that
include preventive, curative, and assistive solutions that were put through two
rounds of evaluation, from which more than 70 start-ups were shortlisted for the
Virtual COVID-19 Demo Days.
These start-ups will be offered support in the form of funding, access to
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manufacturing abilities, supply chain and logistics, and finding the right vendors
and mentors.
Nine DemoDays for Medical Devices, Personal protective equipment (PPE),
Sanitization, Technology solutions, etc were held and led by Mission Director
AIM, NITI Aayog R. Ramanan.
The joint initiative is expected to provide a much-needed fillip to India's
mobilization efforts relating to all COVID-19 related products/services/solutions
and give the start-up ecosystem an effective platform to contribute during the
current scenario.
Under the virtual Demo Days, more than 340 connections involving more than 50
startups have been made between the startups and various investor groups / other
organizations.
Also, the organizers have assisted the startups by suggesting crucial additions to
their pitch, advising them on various approvals, testing requirements, etc, providing
access to market, buyers, and facilitating registration on portals such as
Government e-Marketplace (GeM).

DCGI gave market approval for Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Conjugate
Vaccine
The Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) approved the first fully
indigenously developed Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Conjugate Vaccine. This
vaccine has been developed by M/s. Serum Institute of India Pvt. Ltd, Pune.
Highlights:
Serum Institute has first obtained the approval of DCGI to conduct Phase I, Phase
II, and Phase III clinical trials of Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Conjugate
Vaccine in India.
After conducting the clinical trials, Serum applied for approval and permission to
manufacture this vaccine. These trials have since been concluded within the
country.
This vaccine is used for active immunization against invasive disease and
pneumonia caused by "Streptococcus pneumonia" in infants.
The vaccine is administered in an intramuscular manner.
The application along with the clinical trial data has been reviewed by the Office
of Drug Controller General of India with the help of the Special Expert
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Committee (SEC) for vaccines.

TIFAC released report on Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients- Status, Issues,
Technology Readiness and Challenges
Technology Information Forecasting and Assessment Council (TIFAC), an
autonomous organization under the Department of Science & Technology,
Government of India released the title Active Pharmaceutical IngredientsStatus, Issues, Technology Readiness, and Challenges.'
Highlights:
The report stated that the indigenous production of Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredients (APIs) needs to be scaled up to a level where the production is
economically viable.
The report recommended focusing on engineering and scale aspects of technology
development, the need for Mission mode Chemical Engineering with defined
targets for uninterrupted synthesis of molecules.
It also suggested creating mega drug manufacturing clusters with common
infrastructure in India and the technology platform to be developed for biocatalysis
towards reducing process steps for cost optimization and for fluorination,
Investment on priority in fermentation sector of large capacity and scale supporting
techno-economic feasibility, attention to technologies like hazardous reactions,
flow chemistry, cryogenic reactions, and membrane technology.
The report suggested the Government to encourage the Indian companies working
in chemical segments such as steroids, amino acids, carbohydrates, nucleosides,
etc., to collaborate for technology development or quick technology transfer and the
need for closer academia-industry interaction for technology development and
commercialization.

India-US Strategic Energy Partnership Sustainable Growth Pillar India
Energy Modeling Forum Launch
An India Energy Modeling Forum was launched on the joint working group
meeting of the Sustainable Growth Pillar. IndiaUS Strategic Energy
Partnership is co-chaired by NITI Aayog and USAID. The SG pillar entails
energy data management, energy modelling, and collaboration on low carbon
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technologies as three key activities.
The India Energy Modelling Forum aims to:
Provide a platform to examine important energy and environmental-related
issues;
Inform decision-making process to the Indian government;
Improve cooperation between modelling teams, government, and knowledge
partners, funders;
Facilitate the exchange of ideas, ensure production of high-quality studies;
Identify knowledge gaps at different levels and across different areas;
NITI Aayog
Build the
willcapacity
initiallyofcoordinate
Indian institutions.
the activities of the forum and finalizing its
governing structure. The forum includes knowledge partners, data agencies, and
concerned government ministries.

First on-line NISHTHA programme for 1200 Key Resources Persons of
Andhra Pradesh launched
Union HRD Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriya 'Nishank' and Minister of State for
HRD Shri Sanjay Dhotre virtually launched the first on-line NISHTHA
programme for 1200 Key Resources Persons of Andhra Pradesh on 16 July.
Highlights:
Around 23,000 Key Resource Persons and 17.5 lakh teachers and school heads
have been trained under this NISHTHA face to face mode till date.
For training the remaining 24 lakh teachers and school heads, NISHTHA has been
customized for online mode.
NISHTHA is a National Initiative for School Heads' and Teachers' Holistic
Advancement at the elementary stage under Samagra Shiksha -a flagship
programme of MHRD to improve learning outcomes.

DHI launched five platform e-portals to promote innovations and product
development
Department of Heavy Industry (DHI), Government of India (GoI), has
launched five platform e-portals that are developed by organizations namely
BHEL for power sector equipment, HMT for machine tools, CMFTI for
manufacturing technology, ICAT and ARAI for the automotive sector. The portal
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aims to promote innovation, Research, and development (R&D) and product
development in India for various sectors. The e-portals where such technology
development, information exchange, and innovation can be facilitated.
Highlights:
The aim is to create an ecosystem that will bring solution seekers and problem
solvers together include, including industry, academia, research institutes, start-ups,
professionals, and experts.
ICAT is developing a technology platform for the automotive industry called
Automotive Solutions Portal for Industry, Research, and Education (ASPIRE).
The main objective of the e-portal is to facilitate the Indian Automotive Industry to
become self-reliant by assisting in innovation and adoption of global technological
advancements by bringing together the stakeholders from various associated
avenues.
The activities include R&D, Technological Innovations, Technical and Quality
Problem Resolution for the industry, Manufacturing and Process Technology
Development, hosting Challenges for Technology Development, Product
Technology Development, and also conducting Market Research and Technology
Surveys for identifying the trends in the Indian auto industry.
The e-portal will help to bring together the various stakeholders from the Indian
auto industry, providing the necessary impetus for ushering the industry into the
future with combined efforts. It will bring together the automotive original
equipment manufacturer (OEM), Tier 1 Tier 2 & Tier 3 companies, R&D
institutions, and academia (colleges & universities) on matters involving
technology advancements.

Centre launched PM SVANidhi to bring Microcredit facility for street vendors
at their door steps
Secretary Shri Durga Shanker Mishra, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, has
launched the Mobile Application of PM Street Vendor's AtmaNirbhar Nidhi
(PM SVANidhi) on 17 July 2020. The aim is to provide a user-friendly digital
interface for Lending Institutions (LIs) and their field functionaries for sourcing and
processing loan applications of street vendors under the Scheme.
PM SVANidhi Mobile App:
PM SVANidhi Mobile App aims to boost the use of digital technology and will
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enable field functionaries of LIs including Banking Correspondents (BCs) and
Agents of Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs)/ Micro-Finance Institutions
(MFIs), who have proximity with the street vendors, to ensure maximum coverage
of the Scheme.
The App is expected to give impetus to the implementation strategy of the Scheme
besides promoting paper-less digital access of micro-credit facilities by the Street
Vendors.
The App has all the features similar to the Web Portal of PM SVANidhi, which
was launched on June 29, 2020, added with the feature of easy portability.
PM SVANidhi:
PM SVANidhi scheme was launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA), on 1 June 2020, for providing affordable Working Capital loan to street
vendors to resume their livelihoods that were affected due to COVID-19 pandemic.
This scheme targets to benefit over 50 lakh Street Vendors in urban areas including
those from surrounding peri-urban/ rural areas. Under the scheme, the beneficiaries
(vendors) can avail of a working capital loan of up to Rs.10,000. The loan amount
is repayable in monthly installments in the tenure of one year. On timely/ early
repayment of the loan, an interest subsidy at 7% per annum will be credited to the
bank accounts of beneficiaries through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) on a
quarterly basis.

GoI launched implementation guidelines for Animal Husbandry
Infrastructure
Government of India (GoI) launched the implementation guidelines for Animal
Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund (AHIDF) worth Rs.15,000 crore.
The fund was approved by the Union Cabinet in June under the Atma Nirbhar
Bharat Abhiyaan stimulus package for ensuring growth in several sectors. The
guidelines was launched by the Union Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry
and Dairying Giriraj Singh.
Highlights:
The AHIDF was established as MSMEs and Private companies are to be promoted
and incentivized for their involvement in processing and value addition
infrastructure.
GoI has implemented several schemes for incentivizing the investment made by
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dairy cooperative sector for development of dairy infrastructure.
AHIDF is a first-of-its-kind type of scheme for private sector. It is aimed to benefit
millions of farmers by creating infrastructure and more milk will be processed. This
will also increase export of dairy products which is presently negligible.
The eligible beneficiaries under the Scheme will be Farmer Producer
Organizations, MSMEs, Private Companies and individual entrepreneurs with
minimum 10% margin money contribution by them. The remaining 90% would be
the loan component to be made available by scheduled banks.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
HRD Minister launches Corosure, worlds most affordable COVID-19 test kit
developed by IIT-Delhi
Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank, the Union Human Resource Development (HRD)
Minister and Sanjay Dhotre, Minister of State HRD launched a low-cost
COVID-19 test "Corosure" developed by Indian Institute of Technology Delhi
(IIT-Delhi).
Highlight:
Corosure is billed as the world's most affordable probe free Reverse transcriptionpolymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) based on the COVID-19 diagnostic kit.
Corosure is approved by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and the
Drug Controller General of India (DCGI).
The kit uses an alternative testing method for testing COVID-19 samples and is
launched by the company Newtech Medical.
The total cost of the kit is around Rs.650. It can do two million tests per month.
The kit is very affordable as compared to other probe tests that are being imported
from other countries.
This test kit is expected to change the paradigm of COVID-19 testing in India,
both in terms of scale and cost.

DBT supported COVID-19 Vaccine ZyCoV-D to begin Adaptive Phase I, II
clinical trials
Vaccine Discovery Programme supported by the Department of Biotechnology
(DBT), Government of India, under the National Biopharma Mission, and
implemented by Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC) is
to begin clinical trials. The study is aimed to assess the safety, tolerability, and
immunogenicity of the vaccine
Highlights:
BIRAC announced that ZyCoV-D, the plasmid DNA vaccine designed and
developed by Zydus and partially funded by the DBT has initiated Phase I/ II
clinical trials in healthy subjects.
This will be the first indigenously developed vaccine for COVID-19 to be
administered in humans in India.
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The adaptive Phase I/ II dose-escalation, the multi-centric study will assess the
safety, tolerability, and immunogenicity of the vaccine.
The human dosing of the vaccine marks a key milestone since the launching of the
accelerated vaccine development programme for COVID-19 in February 2020.
This will help the country to develop preventive strategies for future disease
outbreaks and exemplifies the government's focus on creating an ecosystem that
nurtures.
It will also encourage new product innovation to make real and measurable
changes to issues most relevant to society.

ARCI, Vehant Technologies develop UV System for baggage Scan Disinfection
to curb COVID-19 spread
International Advanced Research Centre for Powder Metallurgy and New
Materials (ARCI), Hyderabad, and Vehant Technologies, Noida has jointly
developed KritiScan UV Baggage Disinfection System. The device has been
designed to control the spread of infection through baggage.
Kritiscan UV advanced baggage disinfecting system:
The compact Ultraviolet C (UVC) conveyor system is capable to efficiently
disinfect the baggage passing through the conveyor within a few seconds.
Kritiscan UV advanced baggage disinfecting system has a specially designed
motorized conveyor to guide the baggage into the disinfection tunnel, which uses
UVC light (254 nm) with appropriate irradiance to inactivate microbes and viruses.
The UV-C lamps used in the system shielded in a manner that poses no harm to
staff or passengers in the vicinity of the system. Nemce, human intervention is
strongly advised against when the UVC sources are on.
The system can be used in airports, railway and bus stations, hotels, commercial
and private establishments for the rapid disinfection of baggage.
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DEFENCE
Indian Army to acquire Raven and Spike Firefly
The Indian army is to acquire hand-launched, remotely controlled unmanned
aerial vehicle Raven from the US and state-of-the-art Israeli Spike Firefly. The
aim is to add lethality to its ground infantry apart from long-range precision
artillery shells with a range of over 40 kilometres.
Highlights:
The first batch of acquisition comprises 4-6 jets are likely to touch down in India
on 27 July.
Indian Army is set to acquire 200 pieces of RQ-11 UAV. RQ-11 UAV can fly up
to 10 kilometers at an altitude of 500 feet and speed up to 95 km per hour. It will
help infantry troops conduct reconnaissance of the battle theatre ahead and
placement of enemy troops.
The Spike Firefly can deliver a precision strike on enemy troops hiding within a
range of 1 kilometre. It has the ability to locate a target and will be called back if
the target has moved beyond ranger.It is developed under a joint venture (JV) of
Israeli company- Rafael Advanced Defense Systems and Israel's Ministry of
Defence.

India, China Military Level meeting held
India and China hold discussions through established military and diplomatic
channels to address the prevailing situation along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC). On 14th July, Commanders from People's Liberation Army (PLA) and
Indian Army held a meeting at Chushul, on the Indian side, for the fourth round of
talks.
Highlights:
The engagement of the military in both the countries were consistent with the
consensus reached between the Special Representatives of China and India earlier,
on 5 July, to discuss complete disengagement.
The Senior Commanders reviewed the work on the implementation of the first
phase of disengagement and discussed further steps to ensure complete
disengagement.
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Both sides reaffirmed the commitment to the objective of complete disengagement.
This process is intricate and requires constant verification. They are taking it
forward through regular meetings at the diplomatic and military levels.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
NTPC Ltd won 2019 CII-ITC Sustainability Awards
NTPC Ltd, a central PSU under Minister of Power and India's largest power
generation company, has won the prestigious CII-ITC Sustainability Award
2019, under the outstanding Accomplishment in Corporate Excellence
Category. NTPC has received Commendation for Significant Achievement in the
category of CSR.
Highlights:
NTPC always strives for sustainable development around the power stations.
CSR program Girl Empowerment Mission (GEM) is a 4 weeks residential program
and it has been institutionalized in the vicinity of its power stations for benefit of
school-going girls from underprivileged backgrounds to support their overall
development.
NTPC has initiated Contractors' Labour Information Management System
(CLIMS) through which payment to contract labourers is paid on the last day of the
month at project sites.
NTPC Ltd was recognized and rewarded for excellence in sustainability practices.
It is considered as the most credible platform for sustainability recognition in the
country.
NTPC has a total installed capacity of 62110 MW. The group has 70 Power
stations comprising of 24 Coal, 7 combined cycle Gas/Liquid Fuel, 1 Hydro, 13
Renewables along with 25 Subsidiary & JV Power Stations.

Ministry of Ayush announced the names of the winners of My Life-My Yoga
Video
Ministry of AYUSH announced the names of the winners of the video blogging
contest My Life, My Yoga'. This global contest on the digital platform was jointly
hosted by the Ministry of AYUSH and the Indian Council for Cultural Relations
(ICCR). The event was launched on 31 May 2020 by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, on the occasion of the 6th International Day of Yoga.
Highlights:
The contest was held in six categories- Professional, Adult (above 18 years) and
Youth (under 18) with Male and Female contestants considered separately. A total
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of 35141 entries were received from India and nearly 2000 entries were received
from other countries. The entries of other countries are being evaluated by the
respective Indian Missions.
The first winners in the professional category are Ashwath Hegde (male) and Rajni
Gehlot (female).
Rajpal Singh Arya and Shailee Prasad are first in adult (above 18 years) category
and Pranay Sharma and Navyaa.S.H are first in youth (under 18 years) category.
The entries received from India were screened by 200 yoga experts and 160 videos
were shortlisted.
The shortlisted entries were evaluated by a 15-member jury across these
categories. Winners were decided by scores allotted independently by Jury
members and averaged. Those with the highest average score were declared
winners.
The contest was open to participants from across the world. The participants were
required to upload a 3 minutes video of 3 Yogic practices from kriya, asana,
pranayama, bandha, or mudra, including a short video message and description on
the influence of Yogic practices in their life. The videos were uploaded on
Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram with the contest hashtag #MyLifeMyYoga. The
contest closed on the International Day of Yoga, which is on 21st June 2020.
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SPORTS
Qatar to host 2022 FIFA World Cup
FIFA has announced that the match schedule for World Cup 2022 will be held from
21 November to 18 December 2022 at the Al Bayt Stadium, Qatar. Four matches
will be conducted per day.
Highlights:
The 22nd edition of the FIFA World Cup will be the first World Cup ever to be
held in the Arab world. The tournament will involve 32 teams from across the
world. This tournament will be the first one not to be held in May, June, or July.
The tournament will be hosted in 5 cities and 8 venues. DAVV University Time
Table 2020
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Prime Minister to address High-Level Segment of ECOSOC on 17 July
A High-Level Segment of the United Nations Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) session is to be held on 17 July 2020. Prime Minister of India
Narendra Modi is expected to deliver a keynote address virtually at the United
Nations in New York. PM Narendra Modi will be speaking at the valedictory
session along with the Prime Minister of Norway Erna Solberg and UN SecretaryGeneral Antonio Guterres.
Highlights:
The annual High-level Segment convenes a diverse group of high-level
representatives from the Government, the private sector, civil society, and
academia.
The theme of the 2020 High-level Segment, on the 75th Anniversary of the
founding of the UN, is "Multilateralism after COVID19: What kind of UN do we
need at the 75th anniversary.
The session is to focus on critical forces shaping the course of multilateralism and
explore ways to bolster the global agenda through strong leadership, effective
international institutions, a broadening of participation and enhanced significance
of global public goods, especially amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
India:
This is the first opportunity for PM to address the broader UN membership since
India's overwhelming election as a non-permanent member of the Security Council
on 17th June, for the term 2021-22.
The theme of the High-Level Segment of the ECOSOC resonates with India's
Security Council priority, wherein it calls for reformed multilateralism' in a postCOVID-19 world.
PM had earlier delivered the keynote address virtually at the 70th anniversary of
ECOSOC in January 2016.

Indo-US Strategic Energy Partnership meeting held
Virtual Ministerial meeting of Indo-US Strategic Energy Partnership was held
on July 17, 2020. India and the United States have announced new areas of research
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on transformational power generation based on supercritical CO2 (sCO2) power
cycles and advanced coal technologies, including carbon capture, utilization, and
storage (CCUS).
Highlights:
During the meeting, the Ministers discussed new areas of research on
transformational power generation based on supercritical CO2 (sCO2) power cycles
and advanced coal technologies, including CCUS.
They discussed the implementation of Smart grids and energy storage by
consortium comprising of 30 Indian and US entities
They also discussed the common priorities for collaboration evolved in Clean Coal
Technologies, sCO2 Power Cycles and CCUS technologies.
They also discussed the policy directions for the societal acceptance of smart grid
concepts, Distributed Energy Resources, impact and value of the integrative
solutions and emerging role of utilities as Distributed System Operators.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Youth Skills Day is observed on 15 July
World Youth Skills Day is observed on 15 July every year. The day is aimed to
recognize the importance of equipping young people across the world with skills
for employment and entrepreneurship. The day also aims to highlight the crucial
role of skilled youth in addressing current and future global challenges.
Events:
World Youth Skills Day 2020 is to take place in a challenging context. The
coronavirus pandemic and lockdown measures have led to the worldwide
closure of technical and vocational education and training (TVET)
institutions, threatening the continuity of skills development.
Many virtual events focusing on the theme of Skills for a Resilient Youth is
organized to mark the occasion.
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO)-International Project on Technical and Vocational
Education (UNEVOC) is organizing a Virtual Conference on Skills for a
Resilient Youth for a week. It will be held from 6-14 July 2020.
History:
In December 2014, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passed a
resolution and declared 15th July as World Youth Skills Day. UNGA established
the day with an aim to achieve better socio-economic conditions for the youth as a
means of addressing the challenges of unemployment and underemployment.
World Youth Skills Day is an opportunity for young people, training institutions,
public and private sector stakeholders to celebrate and acknowledge the importance
of equipping young people with skills for employment, decent work, and
entrepreneurship.

World Day for International Justice is observed on 17 July
World Day for International Justice is observed on 17 July across the world. The
aim is to recognize the strengthening system of international justice. The day also
promotes international criminal justice.
History:
World Day for International Justice is observed on 17th July as the day
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commemorates the historic adoption of the Rome Statute in the year 1998. It also
marks the importance of continuing the fight against impunity and bringing justice
for the victims of war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide.
World Day for International Justice is observed because it is necessary to make
people aware and united to support justice and also to promote the rights of the
victims. The day also attracts people around the world to pay attention to serious
issues. It also protects people from several crimes and also warns those people who
affect the peace, security, and well being of the nation at risk.

Nelson Mandela International Day is observed on 18 July
Nelson Mandela International Day or Mandela Day is observed on 18 July every
year across the globe. The day is aimed to honour Nelson Mandela, South Africa's
first black president, Nobel Prize winner, and anti-apartheid icon.
History:
Mandela Day was first held on 18 July 2009, in New York. The United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) recognized the day later that year. On 10 November
2009, the UNGA adopted a resolution A/RES/64/13 to recognize 18 July as the
"International Day of Nelson Mandela". The day is designated to mark the
contribution Nelson Mandela brings to peace through his active participation in
resolving disputes, addressing racial issues, international democracy and
reconciliation, and the promotion of human rights.
UNGA also recognized the period from 2019 to 2028 as the Nelson Mandela
Decade of Peace. UNGA honoured Mandela's humility, forgiveness and
compassion, and his contribution to the struggle for democracy and the promotion
of a culture of peace throughout the world.
Nelson Mandela:
Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela was born in the Eastern Cape, South Africa on 18 July
1918. In 1942, he began his career in politics. In 1944, he joined the African
National Congress. Mandela was accused of treason in South Africa and was
arrested on 5 December 1956.
Nelson Mandela served as the President Of South Africa from 10 May 1994 to 16
June 1999. Mandela stepped down after one term as President. He dedicated his life
to fighting for human rights. On 5 December 2013, he passed away in
Johannesburg. Mandela was deeply concerned with issues related to racism.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
NTPC partnered with NIIF to explore business opportunities in India
NTPC Ltd, a central PSU under the Ministry of Power and Country's largest power
generation company, signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the
National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) on 16 July 2020. The aim
of the MoU is to explore opportunities for investments in areas like renewable
energy, power distribution among other areas of mutual interest in India.
Highlights:
With this MoU, NTPC and NIIF will collaborate to further help India's vision of
building sustainable and robust energy infrastructure in the country.
The agreement will bring together NTPC's technical expertise and NIIF's ability to
raise capital and bring in global best practices by leveraging its existing
relationships with leading players.
NTPC targets to have nearly 30 GW of its overall power generation capacity from
renewable energy sources by 2032.
As of now, NTPC has a total installed capacity of 62110 MW, 70 Power stations
comprising of 24 Coal, 7 combined cycle Gas/Liquid Fuel, 1 Hydro, 13
Renewables along with 25 Subsidiary & JV Power Stations.
Also, NIIF Limited manages over $4.3 billion of equity capital commitments
across its three funds namely Master Fund, Fund of Funds, and Strategic
Opportunities Fund, each with its distinct investment strategy. NIIFL is a
collaborative investment platform for the international and Indian investors,
anchored by the Government of India. It is the largest infrastructure fund in the
country and invests in core infrastructure sectors such as transportation and energy.

India, Israel sign agreement to expand collaboration in dealing with cyber
threats
India and Israel have signed an agreement to expand cooperation in
cybersecurity. The agreement was signed to expand collaboration in dealing with
cyber threats amid rapid digitization due to the COVID-19 pandemic that exposed
the vulnerabilities of the virtual world.
Highlights:
This new agreement is another opportunity to reaffirm the mutual commitment
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between India and Israel.
It is expected that Israel can contribute from its experience and can benefit from
the vast experience gained in India in dealing with cyber attacks.
The MoU is signed between the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team
(CERT), a unit of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY),
and INCD.
The MoU will deepen the operational cooperation between the two sides and will
expand the scope of exchange of information on cyber threats in order to raise the
levels of protection in the field.
The agreement is expected to lay down the framework for dialogue, cooperation in
capacity building, mutual exchange of best practices in the field and facilitates
regular exchanges.
Background:
The two countries, India and Israel, are cooperating in the cyber field since January
2018. After the first agreement, several professional seminars have been held
among industry and government officials and many reciprocal visits have taken
place. Many meetings have been held between the Indian and Israeli side since
2018 to strengthen cooperation in the field of cybersecurity.

Cochin Shipyard signed agreement to build autonomous electric ferries for
Norway
Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL) has signed a contract with ASKO Maritime AS,
Norway, a subsidiary of NorgesGruppen, to build autonomous electric ferries.
The agreement paves way for the construction and supply of the two autonomous
electric ferries along with an option to build two more identical vessels.
Highlights:
The project will put CSL into a league of premier shipbuilding yards in the world,
which will be known capable of handling high tech vessel construction.
The total value of the contract has not yet been disclosed by CSL.
Naval Dynamics, Norway has designed the vessels using Kongsberg Maritime
systems and detailed engineering that will be carried out by CSL.
The vessels will be built under DNV GL Classification.
The vessels are 67 km long and powered by 1846 kWh capacity batterie. It will
initially be delivered as a full electric transport ferry.
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The vessel is capable to transport full loaded 16 Standard EU trailers in one go
across the fjords.
After the commissioning of autonomous equipment and field trials in Norway, the
vessel will start operating as a fully autonomous ferry of ASKO.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) __________ won the prestigious CII-ITC Sustainability Award 2019.
A.CII
B.NTPC
C.ONGC
D.Reliance

Answer B
Explanation NTPC Ltd, a central PSU under Minister of Power and Indias largest power
generation company, has won the prestigious CII-ITC Sustainability Award 2019, under the
outstanding Accomplishment in Corporate Excellence Category. NTPC has received
Commendation for Significant Achievement in the category of CSR.

2) Who presented the second Voluntary National Review of India at United
Nations HLPF?
A.RBI
B.BSE
C.NITI Aayog
D.DST

Answer C
Explanation NITI Aayog presented Indias second Voluntary National Review (VNR) at the
United Nations High-level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development 2020. The HLPF
is the foremost international platform for follow-up and review of progress on the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

3) _________ of NITI Aayog has launched the ATL App Development Module
for school children across the country.
A.ASR
B.ARI
C.AIM
D.AIC
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Answer C
Explanation Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) of NITI Aayog has launched the ATL App
Development Module for school children across the country. The app was launched to tackle the
COVID-19 pandemic. The move comes as it is crucial for young Indians to learn skills at a young
age and to enable them to become the next generation of technology leaders.

4) The Ministry of Railways has announced mission mode with the goal of
transforming Indian Railways into Green Railways by _________.
A.2024
B.2025
C.2028
D.2030

Answer D
Explanation The Ministry of Railways has announced mission mode with the goal of
transforming Indian Railways into Green Railways by the year 2030. It has taken a number of
major initiatives towards mitigation of global warming and combating climate change.

5) Who won the 2020 Presidential Election of Poland?
A.Rafal Trzaskowski
B.Andrzej Duda
C.Mateusz Morawiecki
D.Jarosaw Kaczyski

Answer B
Explanation Polish President Andrzej Duda won the 2020 Presidential Election of Poland on 12
July 2020. He has secured another five-year in office. Andrzej Dudas current term will expire on
6 August 2020.

6) Indian Railways has planned to electrify All routes on Broad Gauge (BG)
network by _________.
A.2022
B.2023

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 13 - July 19, 2020)

C.2024
D.2025

Answer B
Explanation Indian Railways, as a part of mission mode, has planned to electrify All routes on
Broad Gauge (BG) network by December 2023.

7) Which is the capital of Poland?
A.Gdansk
B.Lodz
C.Warsaw
D.Krakaw

Answer C
Explanation Warsaw is the capital and largest city of Poland. The metropolis stands on the
Vistula River in east-central Poland.

8) Indian Army is to acquire _________ pieces of RQ-11 UAV.
A.100
B.200
C.350
D.500

Answer B
Explanation Indian Army is set to acquire 200 pieces of RQ-11 UAV. RQ-11 UAV can fly up to
10 kilometers at an altitude of 500 feet and speed up to 95 km per hour. It will help infantry
troops conduct reconnaissance of the battle theatre ahead and placement of enemy troops.

9) What is the currency of Poland?
A.Zloty
B.Dinar
C.Forint
D.Koruna
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Answer A
Explanation The zloty is the official currency and legal tender of Poland. It is subdivided into
100 grosz. The widely recognised English form of the currency is the Polish zloty. It is the most
traded currency in Central Europe and ranks 22nd in the foreign exchange market.

10) When is World Youth Skills Day observed?
A.12 July
B.14 July
C.15 July
D.18 July

Answer C
Explanation World Youth Skills Day is observed on 15 July every year. The day is aimed to
recognize the importance of equipping young people across the world with skills for employment
and entrepreneurship. The day also aims to highlight the crucial role of skilled youth in
addressing current and future global challenges.

11) Who developed the worlds most affordable probe free Reverse
transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) based on the COVID-19
diagnostic kit?
A.ICMR
B.AIIMS
C.CSIR
D.IIT-Delhi

Answer D
Explanation Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank, the Union Human Resource Development (HRD)
Minister and Sanjay Dhotre, Minister of State HRD launched a low-cost COVID-19 test
"Corosure" developed by Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT-Delhi). Corosure is billed as
the worlds most affordable probe free Reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR)
based on the COVID-19 diagnostic kit.

12) When did the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) pass a resolution
to declare World Youth Skills Day?
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A.2010
B.2012
C.2014
D.2016

Answer C
Explanation In December 2014, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passed a
resolution and declared 15th July as World Youth Skills Day. UNGA established the day with an
aim to achieve better socio-economic conditions for the youth as a means of addressing the
challenges of unemployment and underemployment.

13) What is the cost of Corosure, the world's most affordable COVID-19 test
kit?
A.Rs.650
B.Rs.900
C.Rs.1,250
D.Rs.1,500

Answer A
Explanation Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank, the Union Human Resource Development (HRD)
Minister and Sanjay Dhotre, Minister of State HRD launched a low-cost COVID-19 test
"Corosure" developed by Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT-Delhi). The total cost of the
kit is around Rs.650. It can do two million tests per month.

14) __________ organized a Virtual Conference on Skills for a Resilient Youth
for a week from 6-14 July 2020.
A.UNESCO-UNEVOC
B.UNESCO-UNRAWW
C.UNESCO-UNHRC
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO)-International Project on Technical and Vocational Education (UNEVOC) is
organizing a Virtual Conference on Skills for a Resilient Youth for a week. It will be held from
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6-14 July 2020.

15) DCGI approved the first fully indigenously developed __________.
A.Mycobacterium bovis bacillus Calmette-Gurin Vaccine
B.Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Conjugate Vaccine
C.Aluminum phosphate-adjuvanted Clade C gp140 vaccine
D.Inactivated Mycobacterium vaccine

Answer B
Explanation The Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) approved the first fully indigenously
developed Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Conjugate Vaccine. This vaccine has been developed
by M/s. Serum Institute of India Pvt. Ltd, Pune.

16) ________ has partnered with other Ministries and partners to support
Startups with COVID-19 innovative Solutions and to tackle COVID-19
pandemic.
A.RBI
B.DRDO
C.AIM
D.Invest India

Answer C
Explanation NITI Aayogs flagship Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) has partnered with other
Ministries and partners to support Startups with COVID-19 innovative Solutions and to tackle
COVID-19 pandemic. The move is aimed to keep the entrepreneurial spirit high across the
country as the coronavirus pandemic and economic shutdowns are dealing with a severe blow on
the world economy.

17) _________ released the report titled Active Pharmaceutical IngredientsStatus, Issues, Technology Readiness, and Challenges.
A.TIFAC
B.APEDA
C.ARI
D.CII
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Answer A
Explanation Technology Information Forecasting and Assessment Council (TIFAC), an
autonomous organization under the Department of Science & Technology, Government of India
released the title Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients- Status, Issues, Technology Readiness, and
Challenges.

18) Which of the following is the world's most affordable COVID-19 test kit?
A.TRAUMATIZED
B.Corosure
C.Mylabs Swab
D.CovidTest Kit

Answer B
Explanation Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank, the Union Human Resource Development (HRD)
Minister and Sanjay Dhotre, Minister of State HRD launched a low-cost COVID-19 test
"Corosure" developed by Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT-Delhi).

19) When was Technology Information Forecasting and Assessment Council
(TIFAC) established?
A.1980
B.1983
C.1985
D.1988

Answer D
Explanation Technology Information Forecasting and Assessment Council (TIFAC) is an
autonomous organization set up in 1988 under the Department of Science & Technology to look
ahead in the technology domain, assess the technology trajectories, and support innovation by
networked actions in select areas of national importance. TIFAC continues to strive for
technology development in the country by leveraging technology innovation through sustained
and concerted programmes in close association with industry and academia.

20) High-Level Segment of ECOSOC is to be held on _________.
A.17 July
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B.23 July
C.30 July
D.12 August

Answer A
Explanation A High-Level Segment of the United Nations Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) session is to be held on 17 July 2020. Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi is
expected to deliver a keynote address virtually at the United Nations in New York.

21) National Investment and Infrastructure Fund is headquartered at
_________.
A.Hyderabad
B.Mumbai
C.New Delhi
D.Chennai

Answer B
Explanation National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) is Indias first infrastructure
specific investment fund that was set up by the Government of India in February 2015. It is
headquartered at Mumbai, India.

22) DBT supported COVID-19 Vaccine ________ to begin Adaptive Phase I, II
clinical trials.
A.ZyCoV-D
B.Covaxin
C.COVAX
D.TriCov-C

Answer A
Explanation Vaccine Discovery Programme supported by the Department of Biotechnology
(DBT), Government of India, under the National Biopharma Mission, and implemented by
Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC) is to begin clinical trials. BIRAC
announced that ZyCoV-D, the plasmid DNA vaccine designed and developed by Zydus and
partially funded by the DBT has initiated Phase I/ II clinical trials in healthy subjects.
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23) Who is to deliver a keynote address at the High-Level Segment of the
United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) session?
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.Vice President M Venkiah Naidu
C.Prime Minister Narendra Modi
D.Union Minister Harsh Vardhan

Answer C
Explanation A High-Level Segment of the United Nations Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) session is to be held on 17 July 2020. Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi is
expected to deliver a keynote address virtually at the United Nations in New York. PM Narendra
Modi will be speaking at the valedictory session along with the Prime Minister of Norway Erna
Solberg and UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres.

24) _______ is to host 2022 FIFA World Cup.
A.Dubai
B.Qatar
C.Saudi Arabia
D.The UEA

Answer B
Explanation FIFA has announced that the match schedule for World Cup 2022 will be held from
21 November to 18 December 2022 at the Al Bayt Stadium, Qatar. Four matches will be
conducted per day.

25) When was the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) established?
A.1945
B.1953
C.1960
D.1963

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is one of the six
principal organs of the United Nations, responsible for coordinating the economic and social

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 13 - July 19, 2020)

fields of the organization. It was established in 1945.

26) The ________ edition of the FIFA World Cup will be the first World Cup
ever to be held in the Arab world.
A.20th
B.21st
C.22nd
D.23rd

Answer C
Explanation The 22nd edition of the FIFA World Cup will be the first World Cup ever to be held
in the Arab world. The tournament will involve 32 teams from across the world.

27) Who is the President of the United Nations Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC)?
A.Mona Juul
B.Nikolai Astrup
C.Erna Solberg
D.Bent Hoie

Answer A
Explanation Mona Juul is an official in the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and former
politician for the Labour Party. Juul hails from Sparbu and was educated in political science. She
played a key role in facilitating the Oslo Accords in the 1990s. On 25 July 2019, Juul was elected
President of the United Nations Economic and Social Council.

28) NTPC partnered with _________ to explore business opportunities in
India.
A.NCL
B.NIIF
C.CSIR
D.DRDO

Answer B
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Explanation NTPC Ltd, a central PSU under the Ministry of Power and Countrys largest power
generation company, signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the National
Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) on 16 July 2020. The aim of the MoU is to explore
opportunities for investments in areas like renewable energy, power distribution among other
areas of mutual interest in India.

29) Who is the Secretary-General of the United Nations?
A.Ban Ki-moon
B.Kofi Annan
C.Filippo Grandi
D.Antonio Guterres

Answer D
Explanation Antnio Manuel de Oliveira Guterres GCC GCL is a Portuguese politician and
diplomat who is serving as the ninth Secretary-General of the United Nations. He was the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees from 2005 to 2015.

30) Which is the Capital of Qatar?
A.Duhka
B.Saudi Arabia
C.Doha
D.Al Jahra

Answer C
Explanation Doha is the capital and most populous city of the State of Qatar. It has a population
of 956,460. The city is located on the coast of the Persian Gulf in the east of the country.

31) When was the National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) set
up?
A.2010
B.2011
C.2014
D.2015
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Answer D
Explanation National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) is Indias first infrastructure
specific investment fund that was set up by the Government of India in February 2015. The
objective behind creating this fund was to maximize economic impact mainly through
infrastructure investment in commercially viable projects, both Greenfield and Brownfield.

32) When is the World Day for International Justice observed?
A.12 July
B.15 July
C.17 July
D.20 July

Answer C
Explanation World Day for International Justice is observed on 17 July across the world. The
aim is to recognise the strengthening system of international justice. The day will promote
international criminal justice.

33) India signed with _________ to expand collaboration in dealing with cyber
threats.
A.The Philippines
B.Norway
C.Thailand
D.Israel

Answer D
Explanation India and Israel has signed an agreement to expand cooperation in cyber security.
The agreement was signed to expand collaboration in dealing with cyber threats amid rapid
digitisation due to the COVID-19 pandemic that exposed the vulnerabilities of the virtual world.

34) World Day for International Justice is observed to commemorate the
historic adoption of the Rome Statute in ________.
A.1985
B.1988
C.1998
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D.2002

Answer C
Explanation World Day for International Justice is observed on 17th July as the day
commemorates the historic adoption of the Rome Statute in the year 1998. It also marks the
importance of continuing the fight against impunity and bringing justice for the victims of war
crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide.

35) ________ launched PM SVANidhi, Mobile App.
A.Ministry of Home Affairs
B.Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
C.Ministry of Agriculture
D.Ministry of Human Resurce & Development

Answer B
Explanation Secretary Shri Durga Shanker Mishra, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, has
launched the Mobile Application of PM Street Vendors AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) on
17 July 2020. The aim is to provide user friendly digital interface for Lending Institutions (LIs)
and their field functionaries for sourcing and processing loan applications of street vendors under
the Scheme.

36) When did India and Israel start the cooperation ties in the cyber field?
A.2016
B.2017
C.2018
D.2019

Answer C
Explanation The two countries, India and Israel, are cooperating in the cyber field since January
2018. After the first agreement, several professional seminars have been held among industry and
government officials and many reciprocal visits have taken place.

37) _______ launched five platform e-portals to promote innovations and
product development.
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A.DBT
B.DST
C.DRSO
D.DHI

Answer D
Explanation Department of Heavy Industry (DHI), Government of India (GoI), has launched
five platform e-portals which are developed by organizations namely BHEL for power sector
equipment, HMT for machine tools, CMFTI for manufacturing technology, ICAT and ARAI for
automotive sector. The portal aims to promote innovation, Research and development (R&D) and
product development in India for various sectors. The e-portals where such technology
development, information exchange and innovation can be facilitated.

38) When was PM SVANidhi launched?
A.1 May 2020
B.15 May 2020
C.1 June 2020
D.15 June 2020

Answer C
Explanation PM SVANidhi was launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA), on 1 June 2020, for providing affordable Working Capital loan to street vendors to
resume their livelihoods that was affected due to Covid-19 lockdown. This scheme targets to
benefit over 50 lakh Street Vendors in urban areas including those from surrounding peri-urban/
rural areas.

39) __________ signed agreement to build autonomous electric ferries for
Norway.
A.Cochin Shipyard Limited, Cochin
B.Mazagon Dock Limited, Mumbai
C.Hindustan Shipyard Limited, Visakhapatnam
D.Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers, Kolkata

Answer A
Explanation Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL) has signed a contract with ASKO Maritime AS,
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Norway, a subsidiary of NorgesGruppen, to build autonomous electric ferries. The agreement
paves way for the construction and supply of the two autonomous electric ferries along with an
option to build two more identical vessels.

40) Which is the capital of Italy?
A.Florence
B.Rome
C.Milan
D.Paris

Answer B
Explanation Rome is the capital city and a special comune of Italy as well as the capital of the
Lazio region. The city has been a major human settlement for over two millennia. With 2,860,009
residents in 1,285 km, it is also the country's most populated comune.

41) When is the Nelson Mandela International Day observed?
A.12 July
B.15 July
C.18 July
D.22 July

Answer C
Explanation Nelson Mandela International Day or Mandela Day is observed on 18 July every
year across the globe. The day is aimed to honour Nelson Mandela, South Africa's first black
president, Nobel Prize winner, and anti-apartheid icon.

42) When was Cochin Shipyard Ltd established?
A.1972
B.1978
C.1983
D.1988

Answer A
Explanation Cochin Shipyard Ltd (CSL) is the largest shipbuilding and maintenance facility in
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India. It was established in 1972. It is part of a line of maritime-related facilities in the port-city
of Kochi, in the state of Kerala, India.

43) When was the Nelson Mandela International Day first observed?
A.2005
B.2009
C.2012
D.2015

Answer B
Explanation Mandela Day was first held on 18 July 2009, in New York. The United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) recognized the day later that year.

44) Which is the capital of Norway?
A.Bergen
B.Tromso
C.Oslo
D.Sandnes

Answer C
Explanation Oslo is the capital and most populous city of Norway. It constitutes both a county
and a municipality.

45) UNGA recognized the period from ________ as the Nelson Mandela
Decade of Peace.
A.2015 to 2024
B.2017 to 2026
C.2019 to 2028
D.2020 to 2029

Answer C
Explanation Mandela Day was first held on 18 July 2009, in New York. The United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) recognized the day later that year. On 10 November 2009, the
UNGA adopted a resolution A/RES/64/13 to recognize 18 July as the "International Day of
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Nelson Mandela". UNGA also recognized the period from 2019 to 2028 as the Nelson Mandela
Decade of Peace. UNGA honoured humility, forgiveness and compassion, and his contribution to
the struggle for democracy and the promotion of a culture of peace throughout the world.

46) __________ virtually addressed Digital Indo-Italian Business Mission.
A.Prakash Javadekar
B.Harsimrat Kaur Badal
C.Piyush Goyal
D.Nirmala Sitharaman

Answer B
Explanation Union Minister for Food Processing Industries Harsimrat Kaur Badal virtually
addressed the opening session of Digital Indo-Italian Business Mission on Food Processing. The
session will hold a two-day event. It will include digital conferences, trade fair, and Business-toBusiness service (B2B) meetings.

47) ________, Vehant Technologies, Noida has jointly developed KritiScan UV
Baggage Disinfection System.
A.ICMR
B.CSIR
C.ARCI
D.SCTIMST

Answer C
Explanation International Advanced Research Centre for Powder Metallurgy and New Materials
(ARCI), Hyderabad, and Vehant Technologies, Noida has jointly developed KritiScan UV
Baggage Disinfection System. The device has been designed to control the spread of infection
through baggage.

48) Who is the President of Italy?
A.Matteo Salvini
B.Matteo Renzi
C.Sergio Mattarella
D.Giuseppe Conte
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Answer C
Explanation Sergio Mattarella is an Italian politician, jurist, academic and lawyer, who is serving
as the 12th and current President of Italy since February 2015.
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