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BANKING & FINANCE
RBI - REPO points downs by 135
From February 2019 till COVID-19 began, the Reserve Bank of India ( RBI) has
cut the repo rate by 135 basis points. That was shared by RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das while delivering his keynote address on July 11, 2020 at the 7th SBI Banking
& Economics Conclave.

Covid - 19's Adverse Effect on REPO Points
The RBI Governor said repo rate has been cut overall since February 2019 by 250
basis points to alleviate liquidity stress and provide financial stability in the
economy. The main aim behind the move was to tackle the economic growth
slowdown. Das stated that during the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) meeting,
they had extensively touched on economic growth issues.The MPC has agreed to
slash the policy repo rate by 115 base points cumulatively.

Worst Health & Economic Crisis in 100 years SaysRBI
Governor
The RBI Governor claimed that this is the worst health and economic crisis of the
last 100 years with unparalleled negative impacts on employment, production, and
well-being. Das said the existing world order, global value chains, labor, and
capital movements across the globe have been dented.
RBI Governor further claimed that the coronavirus pandemic has represented our
economic and financial system 's largest test of resilience and robustness. The new
RBI initiatives seek to accelerate a cyclical turnaround in economic activity at a
time when COVID-19 has struck the world along with other calamities, causing
poverty and endangering thousands of people's lives and livelihoods. According
toShaktikanta Das, COVID may result in higher non-performing assets (NPAs) and
capital erosion of banks.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
DCGI approved launch of Mylan Pharma Remdesivir in India at Rs.4,800 per
100 mg vial
Pharma major Mylan received approval for its Remdesivir from the Drug
Controller General of India (DCGI). The company will launch a generic version
of Gilead Sciences' COVID-19 anti-viral in the country at Rs.4,800 for 100 mg/vial.
Highlights:
The drug will be launched under the brand name Desrem in India and will be
available to patients later this month at about 80% below the price tag for wealthy
nations.
Mylan will manufacture remdesivir in India at its injectables facilities.
It has been inspected by the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for
compliance with good manufacturing practices.
The efforts are aimed to accelerate access to critical medicine for patients with
COVID-19 in India.

Shri Prahlad Singh Patel plants trees to commemorate Sankalp Parva
In order to commemorate SankalpParv, Union Minister of State for Culture and
Tourism (Independent Charge) Shri Prahlad Singh Patel planted trees in Qila Rai
Pithora and the National Archives of India in Delhi. The move comes as the
Ministry of Culture is celebrating Sankalp Parva from 28th June to 12th July 2020.
Highlights:
The Ministry expects all its Subordinate Offices, Academies, attached Institutions,
and affiliated Institutions to plant trees on its campus or in the surroundings
wherever it is possible.
Ministry of Culture has recommended people to plant five trees that have been
identified and represent the herbal heritage of the country.
These trees are
Bargad
Awla
Pepal
Ashok
The organizations
Bel
are directed to ensure that each employee should plant at least
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one tree of his/her choice and over and above these five trees which should be
planted under Sankalp Parva.
The Institutions must also ensure that the employee to take care of plant planted by
them during the year so that it survives and flourish.

Mylab launched machine to Automate the manual processes of Molecular
Diagnostic Tests
Pune-based Mylab Discovery Solutions has launched 'Compact XL', a machine
to automate the manual processes of molecular diagnostic tests including Reverse
transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) tests for COVID-19. The
machine will be available for pre-ordering from 13 July 2020.
Highlights:
The machine is a compact bench-top machine that will automate lab processes
from sample handling to preparing RT-PCR ready tubes.
The cartridge-based machine can run 32 samples at a time which can be further
increased when machines are connected in a network.
Compact XL can be used for a wide range of RNA and DNA-based tests including
COVID-19 RT-PCR tests.
The machine has been designed in a way that it can take input or samples of
various types such as plasma, tissue, sputum, and swab.
The cost of Compact XL has not been announced yet.
Compact XL will ensure that DNA/RNA tests such as COVID-19 testing can be
done without manual error, minimal supervision, and reduced human effort.

Centre released Guidelines for Evaluation of Nano-based Agri-input, food
products in India
Union Minister of Science and Technology, Dr. Harsh Vardhan and Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh Tomar released the Guidelines for Evaluation of
Nano-based Agri-input and food products in India' on 7 July 2020. The
Guidelines are aimed to help the policymakers and regulators to frame effective
provisions for future novel nano-based products in the agri-input and food sectors
of India.
Guidelines for Evaluation of Nano-based Agri-input and food products in
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India:
The guidelines will encourage the Indian innovators and industries to develop and
commercialize new nano-based formulations and products in these sectors.
It is expected that when compared to the bulk form of chemical inputs in crops, the
use of nano-nutrients can reduce nutrient run-off into ground and surface water.
This will in turn can reduce environmental pollution.
The formulation of these Guidelines is one of the most important steps for
delineating quality, safety, and efficacy assessment of the novel nano-formulations
which can be commercialized.
These guidelines are also aimed to provide transparent, consistent, and predictable
regulatory pathways for nano-based agri-input and food products in the country.
The initiative has been brought on board all the Departments and Ministries that
deal with Nanotechnology, and nano-based products.
It will also pave the way for significant benefits for the mission on Doubling
Farming Income by 2022 and the National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture.

PM Narendra Modi to deliver the inaugural address at 2020 India Global
Week
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is to deliver the inaugural address on the first day
of India Global Week 2020. Centre is to host a three-day virtual conference themed
'Be The Revival: India and a Better New World.'
Highlights:
India Global Week 2020 will have 5000 global participants from 30 nations being
addressed by 250 global speakers across 75 sessions.
Other officials who will participate at the event are Dr. S. Jaishankar, Union
External Affairs Minister, Shri Piyush Goyal, Union Minister of Railways, and
Commerce & Industry, Lt Governor of J&K, GC Murmu, Isha Foundation Founder
Sadhguru, Spiritual leader Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, along with UK's Foreign Secretary
Dominic Raab and Home Secretary Priti Patel, US Ambassador to India Ken Juster,
and among others.
The event will feature 'Atmanirbhar Bharat' performance by Madhu Nataraj and a
special 100 birth anniversary concert in tribute to the sitar maestro Ravi Shankar.

Odisha to use satellite technology to prevent encroachment of government
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land
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik unveiled Bhubaneswar Land Use Intelligence
System (BLUIS) which would monitor changes in all government lands in Odisha
by leveraging high-resolution satellite imagery. With this, Odisha has become the
first state in the country to use space technology and artificial intelligence (AI)
for safeguarding government lands. The aim is to prevent the encroachment of
government land in the capital city of Bhubaneswar, Odisha.
Highlights:
Bhubaneswar Land Use Intelligence System is a geo-tagged repository of all the
government lands in Bhubaneswar.
The new technology is introduced because the present mechanism of detection and
enforcement lacks adequate transparency and accountability.
It is created through high-resolution satellite imagery to detect all changes taking
place on government lands.
BLUIS is a web and mobile-based solution that will raise alarm over attempts to
change the land use.
BLUIS will monitor changes in all government lands in Bhubaneswar by
leveraging high-resolution satellite imagery.
This mobile application will alert the enforcement authorities of any new
construction on government lands. The GPS on the application will guide the
enforcement staff to the exact location and the evidence of enforcement will be
uploaded on the application as geo-tagged images and videos.

Cabinet approved Central Sector Scheme of financing facility under
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved a
new pan India Central Sector Scheme under Agriculture Infrastructure Fund.
The main objective of the scheme is to provide a medium-long term debt financing
facility for investment in viable projects for post-harvest management Infrastructure
and community farming assets through interest subvention and financial support.
Highlights:
Under the scheme, banks, and financial institutions will be provided Rs.1 Lakh
crore as loans to Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS), Self Help Group
(SHG), Farmers, Joint Liability Groups (JLG), Marketing Cooperative Societies,
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Farmer Producers Organizations (FPOs), Multipurpose Cooperative Societies, Agrientrepreneurs, Startups, Aggregation Infrastructure Providers and Central/State
agency or Local Body sponsored Public-Private Partnership Project.
Loans will be disbursed in 4 years. It will begin with the sanction of Rs.10,000
crore in the current year and Rs.30,000 crore each in the next three financial years.
All loans under this financing facility will have interest subvention, for a
maximum period of seven years, of 3% per annum up to a limit of Rs.2 crore.
Government of India will provide Rs.10,736 crore as the total outflow as budgetary
support.

India's GDP to contract by 3 percent in FY21 says BofA
BofA Securities, a foreign brokerage, stated that India's GDP will contract by
3% in FY21 because of the COVID-19 pandemic, assuming the economy is opened
up fully from next. The Indian GDP will contract this fiscal, with some estimates
ranging up to 7% negative growth.
Highlights:
It also stated that RBI will monetize the fiscal deficit through the purchase of
government bonds of up to $95 billion through open market operations (OMO), and
its revaluation reserves of $127 billion will be used to recapitalize state-run banks.
BofA Securities has an estimated 3% contraction with the assumption of the
economy opening up fully from mid-August. It is expected that this might rise up to
5% if the COVID-19 crisis prolongs.
It should be noted that India's GDP growth decelerated to 4.2% in 2019-20, the
weakest in over a decade. The growth potential is over 7%.

Exceptional Operational Efficiency from NTPC Singrauli

NTPC Singrauli
NTPC Singrauli Unit 1, the oldest NTPC unit has emerged as the country's topperforming unit in the first quarter of the financial year, according to data released
by the Central Electricity Authority (CEA). The station's first unit began generating
on 13 February 1982 and continues to serve the country with exceptional results.
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As per a statement issued by NTPC Ltd, India's largest power generation company
and a central PSU under Ministry of Power, NTPC Singrauli Unit 1, has emerged
as the top-performing Unit in the country in the first quarter of the financial year, as
per the data released by Central Electricity Authority (CEA). NTPC Singrauli is the
oldest Unit and a flagship power station of NTPC Ltd.

More About NTPC Singrauli
The first unit of the station started generating on February 13, 1982 and continues
to serve the country with exceptional performance.According to NTPC Ltd, NTPC
Singrauli has an installed capacity of 2000 MW with five units of 200 MW each
and two units of 500 MW each. Three units (1,4 & 5) of 200 MW have achieved
PLF of 101.96%, 101.85% & 100.35% respectively in Q1 FY 20-21 among the
Coal-fired Units, in the country.With a total installed capacity of 62110 MW,
NTPC Group has 70 Power stations comprising of 24 Coal, 7 combined cycle
Gas/Liquid Fuel, 1 Hydro, 13 Renewables along with 25 Subsidiary & JV Power
Stations.

The Tiger Census of India sets a New Guinness Record
The fourth cycle of the All India Tiger Estimation 2018, results of which were
declared to the nation on Global Tiger Day last year by Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi has entered the Guinness World Record for being theworld's
largest camera trap wildlife survey.

world's largest camera trap wildlife survey
Terming this achievement a great moment, Union Environment Minister, Shri
Prakash Javadekar in a tweet message said that this is a shining example ofAtma
nirbhar Bharat which in the Prime Minister's own words, was attained
throughSankalp se siddhi.The Environment Minister also said India, under the
leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has fulfilled its commitment to
double the number of tigers four years before the deadline. The country now has an
estimated 2967 tigers according to the most recent census.With this number, India
is home to nearly 75 per cent of the global tiger population and has already fulfilled
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its determination to double tiger numbers, made in St. Petersburg in 2010, well
before the 2022 target year.
The citation at the Guinness World Record website reads- The fourth iteration of
the survey conducted in 2018-19 - was the most comprehensive to date, in terms of
both resource and data amassed. Camera traps (outdoor photographic devices fitted
with motion sensors that start recording when an animal passes by) were placed in
26,838 locations across 141 different sites and surveyed an effective area of
121,337 square kilometres (46,848 square miles). In total, the camera traps captured
34,858,623 photographs of wildlife (76,651 of which were tigers and 51,777 were
leopards; the remainder were other native fauna). From these photographs, 2,461
individual tigers (excluding cubs) were identified using stripe-pattern-recognition
software.

About Project Tiger
As well as unprecedented camera trap usage, the 2018 Status of Tigers in India
assessment also conducted extensive foot surveys that covered 522,996 km
(324,975 mi) of trails and sampled 317,958 habitat plots for vegetation and prey
dung. It's estimated that the total area of forest studied was 381,200 km2 (147,181
sq mi) and cumulatively the collection and review of data equated to some 620,795
labour-days.The quadrennial All India Tiger Estimate is managed by the National
Tiger Conservation Authority with technical backstop from India 's Wildlife
Institute and implemented by departments and partners from State Forest. The latest
2018 findings showed that India now has an estimated 2967 tigers out of which
photographed 2461 individual tigers, a whopping 83 percent of the tiger population,
reflecting the detailed nature of the survey.
There is hardly any equivalent of such a based species-oriented program as Project
Tiger in the world, which began with 9 Tiger Reserves, currently with 50 tiger
reserves. India has now firmly established a leading role in the conservation of
tigers, with its benchmarking practices viewed as a gold standard worldwide
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
CSIR, Laxai Sciences seek regulatory approval to undertake clinical trials on
Covid-19 patients, phase III clinical trial
Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR), in collaboration with Laxai
Life Sciences Pvt. Ltd. Hyderabad has sought regulatory approval to undertake
'MUCOVIN', a four-arm randomized controlled phase III clinical trial. The study is
to combine and repurpose antivirals and host-directed therapies (HDTs) to
address the disease-spread and pathology simultaneously.
Highlights:
The unique combinatorial strategy, antivirals, and HDTs, with repurposed drugs
having a complementary, additive, and synergistic role, has been adopted to
increase therapeutic options for Covid-19 treatment and help recover patients faster.
The trial will determine the safety and efficacy of the three combination drugs and
a control arm with the standard of care in COVID-19 patients.
The 3 combination drugs are Favipiravir+Colchicine, Umifenovir+Colchicine
and Nafamostat+5-ALA.
The clinical trial will be carried out in partnership with Medanta Medicity.
The trial will include a total of 300 patients in four different groups of 75 patients
in the trials to be carried for 17 to 21 days including screening and treatment.
The study aims to target viral proteins essential for its replication and host factors
that play a crucial role in the viral life cycle and contribute to the cytokine storm.

Worlds First Reusable PPE Kits by Indian Manufacturing Company
World's First Reusable PPE Kits with Triple Viral Shield Technology
launchedIndian Manufacturing Company- Loyal Textile Mills launched the first of
its kind in the world-wide reusable PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) kits on
9th July 2020. Along with reusable PPE kits, Loyal Textile Mills also unveiled
reusable garments and face masks with zero virus penetration.
The reusable masks, clothing and PPE kits were introduced by Loyal Textile Mills
in partnership with the textile manufacturing company headquartered in Reliance
Industries Limited and Switzerland- HeiQ Materials AG.
The 3 items will be available on the market under the Loyal Textile Mills name
'Supera Shield.' Contents [hide] Triple Viral Shield Reusable Masks, Garments, and
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Kits Number of Tmes Reusable Triple Viral Shield Reusable Masks, Garments, and
PPE Kits Technology
1. The reusable masks, garments, and PPE kits are made with the Viroblock
Technology of HeiQ Materials AG.
2. The fiber used for making the reusable masks, garments, and PPE kits was 'R
ELAN Fibre' of Reliance Industries Limited. R ELAN Fiber inhibits bacterial and
viral growth.
3. Viral Barrier PU film Lamination: The fabric in the reusable mask and PPE kit
has been engineered with viral barrier PU film lamination imported from the
Republic of China (Taiwan). Number of Times Reusable As per Loyal Textile
Mills, the garments and masks can be washed for up to 25 times for reuse while the
PPE kit can be washed up to 10 times for reuse.
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ENVIRONMENT
Himalayan butterfly is Indias largest Butterfly
The Himalayan butterfly named Golden Birdwing has become India's largest
butterfly and broke the record set by an unknown specimen, which was held for 88
years. The unknown specimen was recorded by a British Army officer Brigadier
William Harry Evans in 1932.
Highlights:
The wingspan of the female of the Golden Birdwing species is 194 mm which is
marginally larger than the Southern Birdwing. The wingspan of the Southern
Birdwing is 190 mm. The female Golden Birdwing was recorded from Didihat,
Uttarakhand
The length of the largest female Golden Birdwing's forewing is 90 mm.
Also, the male Golden Birdwing, Troides Aeacus, is much smaller at 106 mm.
The three species followed by the Golden Birdwing are:
Common Windmill (Byasa polyeuctes) at 98 mm
Great Windmill (Byasa dasarada) at 96 mm
The smallest
Common
butterfly
Peacock
is the
(Papilio
Quaker
bianor)
(Neopithecops
at 78 mmzalmora) with a wingspan of 18
mm and forewing length of 8 mm

Indian Railways in collaboration with BHEL to be net-zero carbon emission
mass transportation network
Indian Railways in collaboration with Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited
(BHEL) has commissioned a project of 1.7 MWp at Bina, Madhya Pradesh,
which is a first of its kind project in the world. The move by the Indian Railways is
to transform itself as Net Zero' Carbon Emission Mass Transportation Network by
2030. Indian Railways to solarise railway stations by utilizing its vacant lands for
renewable energy projects.
Highlights:
The project will be linked directly to the Overhead Traction System.
The system will involve an innovative technology ti convert DC to single-phase
AC, for feeding directly to the overhead traction system.
The solar power plant has the ability to produce around 25 lakh units of energy
yearly.
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It will save around Rs.1.37 crore for the national transporter every year.
Indian Railways are planning two other such pilot projects are under
implementation.
One of the two projects is a 2 MWp solar plant at Diwana, Haryana. It will be
connected to State Transmission utility. It is expected to be commissioned before
31 August 2020.
The next project is a 50 MWp solar power plant at Bhilai, Chhattisgarh. It will be
connected with Central Transmission Utility. The plant is targeted to be
commissioned before 31 March 2021.
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DEFENCE
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated six major bridges near to LoC,
IB
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated six major bridges through video
conferencing on 9 July 2020. The bridges will provide connectivity in sensitive
border areas that are close to the International Border (IB) and the Line of Control
(LoC) in Jammu & Kashmir. These 6 bridges were constructed by the Border
Roads Organisation (BRO).
Highlights:
Roads in the border areas remain as strategic strengths and act to connect remote
areas with the mainstream.
Of the 6 bridges, two bridges are located on the Tarnah Nallah in Kathua District,
and four bridges are located on Akhnoor-Pallanwala road in Akhnoor, Jammu
district.
These bridges have spans ranging from 30 to 300 metres and were constructed at a
total cost of Rs.43 crores.
These bridges are constructed under Project Sampark of the BRO.

Boeing Completes Delivery of 37 Military Helicopters to India

New Boeng Helicopters for Defence
In the month of June 2020, Boeing had completed delivery of all 37 military
helicopters ordered by the Ministry of Defense for the Indian Armed Forces in
2015. Boeing told this via a news release announcement on its website on July
10th, 2020. AH-64E Apache Helicopter and 15 CH-47F(l) Chinook heavy-lift
Helicopter were among 37 Military Helicopter- 22.The last five of the 22 Apache
helicopters were delivered to the Indian Air Force at the Hindan Air Force Station
in June 2020, while Chinook Helicopters delivery was completed in the month of
March 2020.

Union Cabinet Committee's Deal on Boeing
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Background The acquisition of the 37 Boeing military helicopters had been
authorized by the Union Cabinet Committee on Security on 22 September 2015.
The contract for the purchase of the 37 Military Helicopters was signed a week
later, on 29 September 2015. The deal has an order provision that allows India to
put an order for 11 more AH-64E Apache Helicopter and 7 additional CH-47F(l)
Chinook Military Helicopters besides the 22 Apache and 15 Chinook. New
Helicopters Contract Signed in February 2020 The US President's visit to India in
February 2020 marked the signing of a joint USD 3 billion contract for the
purchase of 24 MH-60 Romeo Seahawk Helicopter (built by Lockheed Martin 's
subsidiary-Sikorsky Aircraft) for the Indian Navy at USD 2.6 billion and another 6
AH-64E Apache Combat Helicopters.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 6 - July 12, 2020)

SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
India-EU summit to be held on 15 July through video conference
The Fifteenth summit between India and the European Union (EU) will be held
via video conference on 15 July 2020. The summit is aimed to deliver concrete
benefits for the people in the EU and India.
Highlights:
The summit will provide a platform to strengthen the EU-India strategic
partnership based on shared principles and values of democracy, freedom, and
rule of law.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is expected to hold extensive talks with the
President of the European Council Charles Michel and President of the European
Commission Ursula von der Leyen on a range of issues in the summit.
The leaders will reaffirm to promote effective multilateralism and a rules-based
multilateral order, with the United Nations (UN) and the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) at its core.
The summit is aimed to deliver concrete benefits for the people in the EU and
India.
The leaders will discuss ways to boost cooperation in areas of security, climate,
environment, trade, and investment, digital economy, and connectivity.
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SCHEMES
People Availing Healthcare Services under Ayushman Bharat Yojana Hits 8.8
Crore
Ayushman Bharat YojanaUnder February 2020 to 30th Ayushman Bharat Yojana
at the Health and Wellness Centers across the country, around 8.8 crore Indian
people have taken advantage of healthcare services since ISt June 2020. At the time
of the COVID-19 Lockout, the country-wide health and wellness centers conducted
6.53 lakh yoga and wellness sessions.Once the ATL App Development Modules
are implemented, it will be the largest App learning initiative at school level around
the world. Currently 5100 Atal Tinkering Labs have already been built in over 660
districts across the country.

8.8 Crore Hits
Highlights from All India Data Available (from 1st February 2020 to 30th 2020) Of
the 8.8 crore population: 1.41 crore population with hypertension 1.34 crore were
found with diabetes oral, breast, or cervical cancer 1.12 crore.In June 2020: 5.62
lakh patients were dispensed with hypertension medicines while 3.77 lakh
medicines were dispensed through the Health and Wellness Centers for patients
with diabetes. Step Taken by the government during the COVID-19 pandemic to
ensure medical services under the Yojana Until December 31 , 2020, 29,365 health
and wellness centers were located across the country. In the first half of 2020 (from
January to June) 12,425 new Health and Wellness Centers throughout the country
were operationalised.The total number of health and wellness centers offering
treatment as of 1st July 2020 under Ayushman Bharat Yojana was 41,790.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Injeti Srinivas was appointed as the first chairman of the International
Financial Services Centre Authority
Senior bureaucrat Injeti Srinivas was appointed as the first chairman of the
International Financial Services Centre Authority (IFSCA) for the Gujarat
International Finance Tech (GIFT) City.
Highlights:
The Department of personnel and training (DoPT), under the Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, appointed Injeti Srinivas, the former
corporate affairs secretary, as the chairman of the newly set up regulator for three
years.
Srinivas retired on 31 May 2020.
The appointment comes as the Union government has notified the setting up of the
IFSCA on 28 April.
IFSCA will serve as a unified authority to regulate all financial services in
international financial services centres (IFSCs) across the country.
Until now, the regulations for entities and financial services at IFSCs were
governed by Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) and Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI).
The appointment will now typically lead to several key regulations and
development work falling between regulatory bodies.
Injeti Srinivas:
Injeti Srinivas is a 1983 batch IAS officer from the Odisha cadre. He served at the
corporate affairs ministry for nearly 3 years. Prior to that, he served as secretary,
department of sports, and director-general of SAI.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 6 - July 12, 2020)

IMPORTANT DAYS
World Zoonoses Day is annually observed on 6 July
World Zoonoses Day is annually observed on 6 July. The day is observed with an
aim to create awareness on zoonotic diseases, measures to prevent them, and how
to treat it if exposed. The day is observed to honor Louis Pasteur who successfully
administered the first Rabies virus vaccine, a zoonotic disease.
Zoonoses:
The word 'Zoonoses' is derived from the Greek words zoon (animal) and nosos
(ailment). Zoonoses is all about the spread of infectious disease between species,
done by a vector from animals to humans and from human to other animals. There
about 150 known zoonotic diseases.
People who work with wildlife are exposed to the potential for disease transmission
from animals. People get infected with zoonotic diseases from contact with infected
live poultry, reptiles, rodents, insects, amphibians, and other domestic and wild
animals.

National Fish Farmers Day 2020 Obseved on 10th July

63rd National Fish Farmers Day
India celebrates 10th July every year as the "National Fish Farmers Day" to honor
the fish farmers, aquapreneurs& fisher folks in recognition of their
accomplishments in the field and their contribution in the growth of the fisheries
sector in the country.This year it was 63rd National Fish Farmer's Day.
On July 10th, the Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying in association with the National Fisheries Development
Board (NFDB) hosted a webinar on the occasion of National Fish Farmers Day.

Background History:
Every year, on 10 July, the National Fish Farmer's Day is celebrated in memory of
scientists Dr. K. H. Alikunhi and Dr. H.L. Chaudhury who successfully
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demonstrated induced breeding (Hypophysation) technology in Indian Major Carps
on 10 July 1957 at the former CIFRI Pond Culture Division in Cuttack,
Odisha.(presently Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture, CIFA,
Bhubaneswar). The event aims to draw attention to changing the way the country
manages fisheries resources to ensure sustainable stocks and healthy ecosystems.
The event is celebrated every year by congratulating outstanding farmers,
aquapreneurs, and farmers in appreciation of their accomplishments in the field and
their contribution to the development of the country's fisheries sector. Apart from
officials, scientists, professionals, entrepreneurs, and stakeholders, fishermen, and
fish farmers from across the nation will participate in the event.

About NFBD Webinar:
On July 10th the Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry, and Dairying in association with the National Fisheries Development
Board (NFDB) hosted a webinar on the occasion of National Fish Farmers Day.Shri
Giriraj Singh, Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Shri
P. C. Sarangi, Minister of State for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Dr.
Rajeev Ranjan, Secretary, Department of Fisheries, Government of India and senior
officials from the Department of Fisheries graced the occasion.
Interacting with fishermen, officials, scientists, entrepreneurs at various locations
across the country, Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying,
Shri Giriraj Singh observed that to consolidate the achievements of the Blue
Revolution and pave the way from NeeliKranti to ArthKranti, under the leadership
of
Prime
Minister
Shri
Narendra
ModiThe
"Pradhan
MantriMatsyaSampadaYojana" (PMMSY) has been launched with the highest
investment ever of Rs. 20,050 crore over the next five years in order to realize its
goal of doubling the farmer 's income.This scheme would tackle critical gaps in fish
production and sustainability, efficiency, technology, post-harvest infrastructure
and management, improving and enhancing the value chain, traceability, creating a
comprehensive system for fisheries management and welfare for fishermen.
Shri Giriraj Singh said that providing Quality Seed' of fish is very important in
enhancing production and productivity in the country.On the occasion of 'National
Fish Farmers Day,' Shri Giriraj Singh announced that the NFDB, in collaboration
with the NBFGR, will undertake the work of developing 'Fish Cryobanks' in
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various parts of the world, which will promote the availability of 'fish sperms' of
desired species to fishermen at all times.This will be the first time in the world
when "Fish Cryobank" will be created, which can bring a revolutionary change in
the country's fisheries sector to boost fish production and productivity, thereby
enhancing prosperity among the fishermen.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
NMPB signs MoU with ICAR-NBPGR to conserve Germplasm on long-term
basis
National Medicinal Plants Board (NMPB) under the AYUSH Ministry signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) - National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources
(NBPGR) under Department of Agricultural Research and Education on 6 July
2020. The agreement aims to conserve the Medicinal and Aromatic Plants
Genetic Resources (MAPGRs). It will be preserved at ICAR-NBPGR's designated
space in the long-term storage module in the National Gene bank and Regional
Station for a medium-term storage module, as per the availability.
Highlights:
The MoU aims to acquire hands-on training on the conservation techniques of
plant germplasm to the NMPB working group.
NMPB and ICAR-NBPGR will serve the National interests through conservation
of germplasm on a long-term basis, safely and cost-effectively for present and
future generations.
The move also aims to ensure social and economic security.
Under the MoU, NMPB and the ICAR-NBPGR will develop modalities for seed
storage of MAPGRs in detail and submit a periodic progress report to their
respective organizations.
Background:
Medicinal Plants are considered as the rich resources of traditional medicines.
These plants are used for several thousand years in the health care system. It is well
known that India has a rich diversity of medicinal Plants (MPs) resources. Due to
developmental activities, natural resources are gradually getting depleted. These
plants should be conserved so that the natural resources will be utilized. An integral
part of biodiversity conservation is to conserve plant genetic resources. The aim of
conservation is to make sustainable development by protecting and utilizing natural
resources. It aims to keep a variety of genes and species or do not destroy important
habitats and ecosystems.

World Bank to provide USD 400 million to enhance support to rejuvenate
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Ganga
World Bank and the Government of India (GoI) signed a loan agreement to
enhance support for the Namami Gange programme that seeks to rejuvenate the
Ganga river. The Second National Ganga River Basin Project aims to help stem
pollution in river Ganga. It will also strengthen the management of the river basin,
which is home to more than 500 million people.
Highlights:
The $400 million projects comprise a loan of $381 million and a proposed
Guarantee of up to $19 million.
The agreement aims to ensure that the river Ganga returns to a pollution-free,
ecologically healthy state.
The new project will extend the engagement of India and the World Bank in this
critical national programme to make the Ganga a clean, healthy river.
The project will help build infrastructure and institutions that are needed to make
the Ganga clean.

CBDT, SEBI signs MoU for data exchange between the organizations
Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) and the Securities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for data
exchange between the two organizations. The MoU was signed by Smt. Anu J.
Singh, Pr. DGIT (Systems), CBDT, and Smt. Madhabi Puri Buch, Whole Time
Member, SEBI in the presence of senior officers from both the organizations via
video conference.
Highlights:
The MoU marks the initiation of cooperation and synergy between SEBI and
CBDT.
The MoU will facilitate data sharing and information sharing between SEBI and
CBDT on an automatic & regular basis.
It will facilitate regular exchange of data between the two organizations for the
purpose of carrying out their functions under various laws. The data will be shared
on request and suo moto basis.
The MoU came into effect from the date it was signed and is an ongoing initiative
of CBDT and SEBI, who are already collaborating through various existing
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mechanisms.
Under this, a Data Exchange Steering Group has been constituted for the initiative.
The group will meet periodically to review the data exchange status and take steps
to further improve the effectiveness of the data-sharing mechanism.

IIT Alumni Council, CSIR-IGIB signed MoU for joint research on COVID-19
and patient data analysis
The IIT Alumni Council signed an agreement with the CSIR-Institute of
Genomics and Integrative Biology (CSIR-IGIB) to conduct research on the
COVID-19 and patient data analysis. The IIT Alumni council is currently setting up
the world's largest molecular diagnostic lab 'MegaLab Mumbai'.
Highlights:
Under the agreement, IIT Alumni Council handed over imaging data of over 8,500
patients. These patients were admitted to the COVID Care Facility at Worli's
National Sports Club of India.
The partnership is expected to create a world-leading testing and treatment
ecosystem and establish global data leadership.
It will focus on creating an ecosystem for Covid-19 diagnostics, therapeutics, and
preparedness.
The ecosystem will enable a value chain with expertise, spanning digital health,
Artificial Intelligence (AI), molecular diagnostics, next-generation sequencing,
antibody harvesting, and production of monoclonal antibodies.
It will provide open data access to every scientist and innovator across the world
for the development of bleeding-edge testing and treatment solutions
Background:
In May 2020, the Council had announced the launch of the world's largest virology
lab testing centre with a capacity of conducting one crore tests. The first phase,
with a capacity to carry out 10 lakh tests, will be ready by July.
The IIT Alumni Council is the largest body of alumni, students, and faculty from
all the 23 Indian Institutes of Technology and partnering Technical Institutes of
Excellence and was formed in 2019 to carry out projects of social importance.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) DCGI approved the launch of Mylan Pharma Remdesivir in India at
________ per 100 mg vial.
A.Rs.2,300
B.Rs.3,600
C.Rs.4,800
D.Rs.5,200

Answer C
Explanation Pharma major Mylan received approval for its remdesivir from the Drug Controller
General of India (DCGI). The company will launch a generic version of Gilead Sciences'
COVID-19 anti-viral in the country at Rs.4,800 for 100 mg/vial.

2) NMPB signs MoU with __________ to conserve Germplasm on long-term
basis.
A.ARI
B.ICAR-NBPGR
C.APEDA
D.NAFED

Answer B
Explanation National Medicinal Plants Board (NMPB) under the AYUSH Ministry signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)
- National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR) under Department of Agricultural
Research and Education on 6 July 2020. The agreement aims to conserve the Medicinal and
Aromatic Plants Genetic Resources (MAPGRs).

3) Who is appointed as the first chairman of the International Financial
Services Centre Authority?
A.Govinda Rajulu Chintala
B.Sethurathnam Ravi
C.Mukesh Kumar Goel
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D.Injeti Srinivas

Answer D
Explanation Senior bureaucrat Injeti Srinivas was appointed as the first chairman of the
International Financial Services Centre Authority (IFSCA) for the Gujarat International Finance
Tech (GIFT) City.

4) World Bank and the Government of India (GoI) signed a loan agreement of
________ to enhane support for the Namami Gange programme that seeks to
rejuvenate the Ganga river.
A.$200 million
B.$400 million
C.$500 million
D.$350 million

Answer B
Explanation World Bank and the Government of India (GoI) signed a loan agreement to enhance
support for the Namami Gange programme that seeks to rejuvenate the Ganga river. The $400
million projects comprise a loan of $381 million and a proposed Guarantee of up to $19 million.
The agreement aims to ensure that the river Ganga returns to a pollution-free, ecologically
healthy state.

5) When is the World Zoonoses Day observed?
A.1 July
B.2 July
C.6 July
D.8 July

Answer C
Explanation World Zoonoses Day is annually observed on 6 July. The day is observed with an
aim to create awareness on zoonotic diseases, measures to prevent them, and how to treat it if
exposed. The day is observed to honor Louis Pasteur who successfully administered the first
Rabies virus vaccine, a zoonotic disease.

6) Which butterfly is India's largest Butterfly?
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A.Blue peacock
B.Paris peacock
C.Golden Birdwing
D.Yellow-crested spangle

Answer C
Explanation The Himalayan butterfly named Golden Birdwing has become Indias largest
butterfly and broke the record set by an unknown specimen, which was held for 88 years. The
unknown specimen was recorded by a British Army officer Brigadier William Harry Evans in
1932.

7) World Zoonoses Day is observed to honor _________ who successfully
administered the first Rabies virus vaccine, a zoonotic disease.
A.Louis Pasteur
B.Robert Koch
C.Joseph Lister
D.Ignaz Semmelweis

Answer A
Explanation World Zoonoses Day is annually observed on 6 July. The day is observed with an
aim to create awareness on zoonotic diseases, measures to prevent them, and how to treat it if
exposed. The day is observed to honor Louis Pasteur who successfully administered the first
Rabies virus vaccine, a zoonotic disease.

8) Indian Railways aims to transform itself as Net Zero Carbon Emission Mass
Transportation Network by _________.
A.2024
B.2025
C.2030
D.2035

Answer C
Explanation Indian Railways in collaboration with Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL)
has commissioned a project of 1.7 MWp at Bina, Madhya Pradesh, which is a first of its kind
project in the world. The move by the Indian Railways is to transform itself as Net Zero Carbon
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Emission Mass Transportation Network by 2030.

9) DCGI approved the launch of Mylan Pharma to launch ________, a generic
version of Gilead Sciences' COVID-19 anti-viral in the country.
A.Resdir
B.Resdim-2 A
C.Cytosidin-A
D.Desrem

Answer D
Explanation Pharma major Mylan received approval for its remdesivir from the Drug Controller
General of India (DCGI). The company will launch a generic version of Gilead Sciences'
COVID-19 anti-viral in the country at Rs.4,800 for 100 mg/vial.

10) Indian Railways in collaboration with Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited
(BHEL) has commissioned a project of 1.7 MWp at ________.
A.Bina
B.Ujjain
C.Satna
D.Rewa

Answer A
Explanation Indian Railways in collaboration with Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL)
has commissioned a project of 1.7 MWp at Bina, Madhya Pradesh, which is a first of its kind
project in the world. The move by the Indian Railways is to transform itself as Net Zero Carbon
Emission Mass Transportation Network by 2030.

11) Who planted trees in Qila Rai Pithora and the National Archives of India
in Delhi to commemorate Sankalp Parv?
A.Piyush Goyal
B.Prahlad Singh Patel
C.Amit Shah
D.Ram Paswan Vilas
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Answer B
Explanation In order to commemorate SankalpParv, Union Minister of State for Culture and
Tourism (Independent charge) Shri Prahlad Singh Patel planted trees in Qila Rai Pithora and the
National Archives of India in Delhi. The move comes as the Ministry of Culture is celebrating
Sankalp Parva from 28th June to 12th July 2020.

12) ________ is to deliver the inaugural address on the first day of India
Global Week 2020.
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu
C.Prime Minister Narendra Modi
D.Home Minister Amit Shah

Answer C
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi is to deliver the inaugural address on the first day of
India Global Week 2020. Centre is to host a three-day virtual conference themed 'Be The
Revival: India and a Better New World.'

13) When does the Ministry of Culture celebrate Sankalp Parva?
A.25th June - 10th July 2020
B.28th June - 12th July 2020
C.30th June - 14th July 2020
D.30th June - 16th July 2020

Answer B
Explanation In order to commemorate SankalpParv, Union Minister of State for Culture and
Tourism (Independent Charge) Shri Prahlad Singh Patel planted trees in Qila Rai Pithora and the
National Archives of India in Delhi. The move comes as the Ministry of Culture is celebrating
Sankalp Parva from 28th June to 12th July 2020.

14) What is the theme of the three-day virtual conference of India Global
Week 2020?
A.Be The Revival: India and a Better New World
B.Arise India - Creating a Hope & Future
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C.Reviving India Amid Pandemic
D.No theme

Answer A
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi is to deliver the inaugural address on the first day of
India Global Week 2020. Centre is to host a three-day virtual conference themed 'Be The
Revival: India and a Better New World.'

15) __________ launched machine to Automate the manual processes of
Molecular Diagnostic Tests.
A.Mylab
B.CSIR
C.SCTIMST
D.Genrich

Answer A
Explanation Pune-based Mylab Discovery Solutions has launched 'Compact XL', a machine to
automate the manual processes of molecular diagnostic tests including Reverse transcriptionpolymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) tests for COVID-19. The machine will be available for preordering from 13 July 2020.

16) When was the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research established?
A.1942
B.1948
C.1956
D.1963

Answer A
Explanation The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research was established by the
Government of India in September 1942 as an autonomous body that has emerged as the largest
research and development organization in India.

17) Mylab cartridge-based machine can run _________ samples at a time
which can be further increased when machines are connected in a network.
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A.7
B.15
C.21
D.32

Answer D
Explanation Pune-based Mylab Discovery Solutions has launched 'Compact XL', a machine to
automate the manual processes of molecular diagnostic tests including Reverse transcriptionpolymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) tests for COVID-19. The machine will be available for preordering from 13 July 2020. The cartridge-based machine can run 32 samples at a time which can
be further increased when machines are connected in a network.

18) Which Ministry is celebrating Sankalp Parva to plant trees?
A.Ministry of Environment
B.Ministry of AYUSH
C.Ministry of Culture
D.Ministry of Science & Technology

Answer C
Explanation The Ministry of Culture is celebrating Sankalp Parva to plant trees from 28th June
to 12th July 2020.

19) ____________ in collaboration with Laxai Life Sciences Pvt. Ltd.
Hyderabad has sought regulatory approval to undertake 'MUCOVIN', a fourarm randomized controlled phase III clinical trial.
A.CSIR
B.DRDO
C.ARI
D.DRDO

Answer A
Explanation Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR), in collaboration with Laxai Life
Sciences Pvt. Ltd. Hyderabad has sought regulatory approval to undertake 'MUCOVIN', a fourarm randomized controlled phase III clinical trial. The study is to combine and repurpose
antivirals and host-directed therapies (HDTs) to address the disease-spread and pathology
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simultaneously.

20) What is the tree/s recommended by GoI to be planted under Sankalp
Parva?
A.Bargad, Awla
B.Pepal
C.Ashok, Bel
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The Ministry of Culture is celebrating Sankalp Parva to plant trees from 28th June
to 12th July 2020. The Ministry of Culture has recommended planting five trees that represent the
herbal heritage of the country. These trees are Bargad, Awla, Pepal, Ashok and Bel. These are
also medicinal plants.

21) Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) and ________ has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for data exchange between the two
organizations.
A.RBI
B.SEBI
C.BSE
D.NSE

Answer B
Explanation Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) and the Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for data exchange between the
two organizations. The MoU was signed by Smt. Anu J. Singh, Pr. DGIT (Systems), CBDT, and
Smt. Madhabi Puri Buch, Whole Time Member, SEBI in the presence of senior officers from
both the organizations via video conference.

22) The 6 bridges that were built by BRO on International Border (IB) and the
Line of Control (LoC) of Jammu & Kashmir was built under _________.
A.Project Brahmank
B.Project Udayak

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 6 - July 12, 2020)

C.Project Sampark
D.Project Arunank

Answer C
Explanation Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated six major bridges through video
conferencing on 9 July 2020. The bridges will provide connectivity in sensitive border areas that
are close to the International Border (IB) and the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu & Kashmir.
These 6 bridges were constructed by the Border Roads Organisation (BRO). These bridges are
constructed under Project Sampark of the BRO.

23) IIT Alumni Council signed an agreement with the _________ to conduct
research on the COVID-19 and patient data analysis.
A.SCTIMST
B.CSIR-NCL
C.CSIR-CEMRI
D.CSIR-IGIB

Answer D
Explanation The IIT Alumni Council signed an agreement with the CSIR-Institute of Genomics
and Integrative Biology (CSIR-IGIB) to conduct research on the COVID-19 and patient data
analysis. The IIT Alumni council is currently setting up the world's largest molecular diagnostic
lab 'MegaLab Mumbai'.

24) When was the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) established?
A.1985
B.1988
C.1992
D.1995

Answer C
Explanation The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is the regulator of the securities
and commodity market in India owned by the Government of India. It was established in 1992
and given Statutory Powers on 12 April 1992 through the SEBI Act, 1992.

25) When did IIT Alumni Council launch of the world's largest virology lab
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testing centre with a capacity of conducting one crore tests?
A.March 2020
B.May 2020
C.June 2020
D.July 2020

Answer B
Explanation In May 2020, IIT Alumni Council had announced the launch of the world's largest
virology lab testing centre with a capacity of conducting one crore tests. The first phase, with a
capacity to carry out 10 lakh tests, will be ready by July.

26) Which state is to use BLUIS to prevent encroachment of government land?
A.Odisha
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Maharashtra
D.Karnataka

Answer A
Explanation Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik unveiled Bhubaneswar Land Use Intelligence
System (BLUIS) which would monitor changes in all government lands in Odisha by leveraging
high-resolution satellite imagery. With this, Odisha has become the first state in the country to
use space technology and artificial intelligence (AI) for safeguarding government lands. The aim
is to prevent the encroachment of government land in the capital city of Bhubaneswar, Odisha.

27) The _______ summit between India and the European Union (EU) will be
held via video conference on 15 July 2020.
A.10th
B.12th
C.15th
D.20th

Answer C
Explanation The Fifteenth summit between India and the European Union (EU) will be held via
video conference on 15 July 2020. The summit is aimed to deliver concrete benefits for the
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people in the EU and India.

28) Cabinet approved a new pan India Central Sector Scheme under
__________.
A.Technical Infrastructure Fund
B.Agriculture Infrastructure Fund
C.Medical Infrastructure Fund
D.COVID Infrastructure Fund

Answer B
Explanation The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved a new
pan India Central Sector Scheme under Agriculture Infrastructure Fund. The main objective of
the scheme is to provide a medium-long term debt financing facility for investment in viable
projects for post-harvest management Infrastructure and community farming assets through
interest subvention and financial support.

29) India and the European Union (EU) Summit is to be held via video
conference on ________.
A.10 July
B.12 July
C.15 July
D.20 July

Answer C
Explanation The Fifteenth summit between India and the European Union (EU) will be held via
video conference on 15 July 2020. The summit is aimed to deliver concrete benefits for the
people in the EU and India.

30) Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated ________ major bridges
through video conferencing on 9 July 2020 in sensitive border areas that are
close to the International Border (IB) and the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu
& Kashmir.
A.3
B.4
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C.6
D.8

Answer C
Explanation Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated six major bridges through video
conferencing on 9 July 2020. The bridges will provide connectivity in sensitive border areas that
are close to the International Border (IB) and the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu & Kashmir.
These 6 bridges were constructed by the Border Roads Organisation (BRO).

31) NFDB in collaboration with the NBFGR will take up the work to establish
_________ in different parts of the country, which will facilitate all time
availability of fish sperms of desired species to fish farmers
A.Fish Cryobanks
B.Fish Spermbanks
C.Fish Bloodbanks
D.Fish Tissuebanks

Answer A
Explanation Shri Giriraj Singh announced on the occasion of National Fish Farmers Day that
NFDB in collaboration with the NBFGR will take up the work to establish Fish Cryobanks in
different parts of the country, which will facilitate all time availability of fish sperms of desired
species to fish farmers. This would be the first time in the world when Fish Cryobank will be
established, which can bring a revolutionary change in the fisheries sector in the country for
enhancing fish production and productivity and thereby increasing prosperity among the fish
farmers.

32) National Fish Farmers Day 2020 is Celebrated in India, It is the _______
Year of the Celbration
A.65th
B.64th
C.63rd
D.62nd

Answer C
Explanation India celebrates 10th July every year as the "National Fish Farmers Day" to honor
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the fish farmers, aquapreneurs& fisher folks in recognition of their accomplishments in the field
and their contribution in the growth of the fisheries sector in the country. This year it was 63rd
National Fish Farmer's Day.

33) The _______ NTPC unit has emerged as the country's top-performing unit
in the first quarter of the financial year, according to data released by the
Central Electricity Authority (CEA).
A.Oldest
B.Largest
C.Latest
D.Smallest

Answer A
Explanation NTPC Singrauli Unit 1, the oldest NTPC unit has emerged as the country's topperforming unit in the first quarter of the financial year, according to data released by the Central
Electricity Authority (CEA). The station's first unit began generating on 13 February 1982 and
continues to serve the country with exceptional results.

34) The first unit of the station started generating on __________ and
continues to serve the country with exceptional performance.
A.February 15, 1982
B.February 14, 1982
C.February 13, 1982
D.February 12, 1982

Answer C
Explanation The first unit of the station started generating on February 13, 1982 and continues to
serve the country with exceptional performance. As per a statement issued by NTPC Ltd, Indias
largest power generation company and a central PSU under Ministry of Power, NTPC Singrauli
Unit 1, has emerged as the top-performing Unit in the country in the first quarter of the financial
year, as per the data released by Central Electricity Authority (CEA). NTPC Singrauli is the
oldest Unit and a flagship power station of NTPC Ltd.

35) India is home to nearly ______ of the global tiger population and has
already fulfilled its determination to double tiger numbers
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A.72 per cent
B.73 per cent
C.74 per cent
D.75 per cent

Answer D
Explanation India is home to nearly 75 per cent of the global tiger population and has already
fulfilled its determination to double tiger numbers, made in St. Petersburg in 2010, well before
the 2022 target year.

36) Currently How many Tiger Reserves are available in India
A.25
B.50
C.10
D.40

Answer B
Explanation There's hardly any equivalent to such a species-oriented plan in the world as Project
Tiger that began with 9 Tiger Reserves, currently with 50 tiger reserves. India has now firmly
established a leading role in tiger conservation, with its benchmarking activities seen as a
worldwide gold standard

37) NITI Aayog's Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) under its Atal Tinkering
Labs (ATL) initiates Mobile App to Develop capacity and acuity in _______
A.School Teachers
B.School Students
C.College Students
D.Both A and B

Answer D
Explanation The 'ATL Device Development Modules' are launched by NITI Aayog's Atal
Innovation Mission (AIM) under its Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) initiative in order to build
capacity and acuity in school teachers about app development and to improve students leaning
capacity, the periodic training for school teachers will be conducted through the 'AIM App
Development Course.'
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38) Total Number of Apache Attack Helicopters Delivered to India is
A.35
B.37
C.36
D.34

Answer B
Explanation In the midst of Indias tense border standoff with China, US aerospace major Boeing
delivered the final five of the 22 Apache attack helicopters to the Indian Air Force in June 2020
and 15 nos in July 2020

39) Which is the world's most advanced multi-role combat helicopters, and is
flown by the US Army now available in Carousel of Indian Defence
A.AH-64E Apache
B.AH-64D Apache
C.AH-64A Apache
D.AH-64C Apache

Answer A
Explanation The AH-64E Apache is one of the world's most advanced multi-role combat
helicopters, and is flown by the US Army. The Chinook is a multi-role, vertical-lift platform,
primarily used for transporting troops, artillery, equipment and fuel.India finalised a multi-billion
dollar contract with Boeing to procure 22 Apache helicopters and 15 Chinooks for the IAF in
September 2015.

40) Worlds First Reusable PPE Kits launched in India with
A.Triple Viral Shield Technology
B.Double Viral Shield Technology
C.Anti Viral Shield Technology
D.Viral Shield Technology

Answer A
Explanation Indian Manufacturing Company- Loyal Textile Mills launched the first of its kind
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in the world-wide reusable PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) kits on 9th July 2020. Along
with reusable PPE kits, Loyal Textile Mills also unveiled reusable garments and face masks with
zero virus penetration via Double Viral Shield Technology.

41) Worlds First Reusable PPE Kits by Indian Manufacturing Company
named the Kit as
A.Supera Sheild
B.Supera Mask
C.Supera PPE
D.Supera Protect

Answer A
Explanation The 3 items will be available on the market under the Loyal Textile Mills name
'Supera Shield.' Triple Viral Shield Reusable Masks, Garments, and Kits Number of Tmes
Reusable Triple Viral Shield Reusable Masks, Garments, and PPE Kits Technology

42) Ayushman Bharat Yojana was Introduced in India by
A.September 2016
B.September 2017
C.September 2018
D.September 2019

Answer C
Explanation Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY) is part of the
National Health Policy of the Indian government, which aims to provide free secondary and
tertiary health coverage for the poor and disadvantaged population of its lowest 40 per cent. PMJAY is the biggest and entirely state-sponsored health insurance program in the world that
protects a population of US, Mexico , and Canada combined. It was introduced in September
2018, under the aegis of the Health and Family Welfare Ministry in India.
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