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BANKING & FINANCE
RBI board finalised Utkarsh 2022 to improve regulation and supervision
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) board has finalized Utkarsh 2022, a medium
term strategy, to improve regulation and supervision, among other functions of
the central bank.
RBI's board:
The decision was made by RBI's board that met in New Delhi. It finalized the
3-year medium-term strategy document which covered inter-alia, its mission and
vision statement. The board approved the RBIs budget for the July 2019-June
2020 period. The board also discussed issues relating to currency management and
payment systems.
Utkarsh 2022:
Why Utkarsh 2022?
To accomplish the global central banks plan, every country is formulating
a long-term plan and a medium-term plan. RBI's Utkarsh 2022 will be in line
with the global central banks plan to strengthen the regulatory and
supervisory mechanism.
New internal committee:
To implement Utkarsh 2022, RBI has formed an internal committee. It is to be
headed by the outgoing Deputy Governor Viral Acharya. The committee will
identify issues that needed to be addressed over the next three years. Among the
identified areas of issues, the committee will select and address the vital areas for
the implementation in the next three years.
Objective:
RBI plans to play a proactive role and take preemptive action to avoid any crisis
like the IL&FS debt default issue and the crisis of confidence the non-banking
financial sector faced in the aftermath.

RBI formed panel to review timings of different financial markets
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has formed an internal committee to review timings
of different financial markets. It change the timing of the functioning of the
foreign exchange market from 9 am to 9 pm. Currently, the currency market works
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from 9 am to 5 pm. The move is after RBI's consideration to gauge demand and
potential benefits. RBI also said that if there is lack of demand from participants,
the current market timings for government security markets may be retained.
Objective:
The move is after RBI's consideration to gauge demand and potential benefits.
This extension of market timings is expected to provide various benefits like better
pricing of post market hours information/data, improved onshore price discovery
and a possible shift of offshore volumes to onshore. It is also understood that the
extension might entail higher costs to stakeholders.
RBI to rationalise Forex regulations:
RBI also plans to review and rationalise foreign exchange (Forex) regulations. It
aims to provide flexibility regarding products, participation and positions, both for
residents and non-residents, extension of market hours would complement these
policy measures.
The panel suggested call money market timings could be extended till 6 pm
instead of the 5 pm now, to facilitate liquidity management by banks.

Oriental Bank of Commerce bank cuts MCLR rate upto 10 bps
Oriental Bank of Commerce (OBC) has reduced the marginal cost of fundsbased lending rate (MCLR) by up to 10 basis points (bps) for various tenors. It is
effective from 11 July 2019. MCLR for overnight has been reduced to 8.20% from
8.30% and one-month loan tenor has been reduced by 10 bps from 8.35% to 8.25%.
Similarly, MCLR has been decreased by 5 bps for:
1) three-month loan to 8.45%
2) six-month loan to 8.55%
3) one-year tenor loans to 8.65%.
Previosly, the MCLR for three-month, six-month and one-year tenor loans were
at 8.50% , 8.60% and 8.70%, respectively.
RBI's announcement:
The move comes after the announcement of RBI's Governor Shaktikanta Das
who said that RBI expects faster transmission of the three successive repo rate cuts
totalling 75 basis points.
In June the RBI announced 25 bps repo rate cut in the Monetary Policy review. It
is expected to reduce still, in the next meeting of the monetary policy committee
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which is scheduled for 5-9 August.
Other banks reduces MCLR:
The State Bank of India had lowered its MCLR by 5 basis points across all tenors
on 9 July 2019.
In June RBI announced rate cut in Monetary Policy review. After the
announcement, Bank of Maharashtra, Corporation Bank and IDBI Bank had
reduced their MCLR by 5-10 bps in the month of May 2019.
MCLR:
MCLR is abbreviated as Marginal Cost of funds based Lending Rate
MCLR refers to the minimum interest rate of a bank below which it cannot lend,
except in some cases allowed by the RBI. MCLR is the reference rate or an internal
benchmark set by and for the bank.
Oriental Bank of Commerce:
Founded on: 19 February 1943
Headquarters: Gurugram, India
MD & CEO: Mukesh Kumar Jain
Total assets: 237,541.54 crore
The Bank has around 2700 branches and 2621 ATMs across India. It is one of the
promising public sector banks (PSBs) in India.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
LinkedIn chooses Ashutosh Gupta as country manager for India
LinkedIn appointed Ashutosh Gupta as its new country manager for India effective
September 2, 2019.
He will replace Mahesh Narayanan
He was the country manager for India from January to June 2019.
Gupta joined LinkedIn as the head of Marketing Solutions (LMS) business in 2013.
He moved to Singapore to build LMS Online Sales Organisation (OSO) for the
Asia Pacific(APAC) and China.
He will report to Olivier Legrand, LinkedIns Managing Director(MD) for the
APAC and he will continue to lead the LMSs OSO.
He is an alumnus of IIM-Lucknow and IIT (BHU), Varanasi worked in
organizations like Google, Cognizant, and Infosys.
The two decades of experience on the internet and IT and software services
industries
Microsoft-owned LinkedIn over 630 million users globally more than 57 million
members in India.
About LinkedIn
CEO: Jeff Weiner
Founded: 2002
Headquarters: Sunnyvale, California, United States

Samsung join hands with Paisabazaar.com to offer financial products
Samsung announced its partnership with Paisabazaar.com, an online marketplace
for financial products in India.
The website will support Samsung Pay to provide users with a one-stop solution to
their financial requirements.
The Users can apply for credit cards and personal loans from the platform.
The move will enable existing and potential users to get the benefit of opting for a
host of financial services
The feature uses advanced predictive algorithms to provide the most suited lender
to customers and significantly improve their chances of loan approval.
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Samsung Pay designed to be the smartest and most convenient method to make
digital payments almost everywhere.
Our partnership with Paisabazaar.com helped us create a holistic platform gives
them the comfort of opting for various financial products.
About Paisabazaar
Headquarters: Gurugram
Founders: Yashish Dahiya, Naveen Kukreja
Founded: 15 December 2011
About Samsung:
Founder: Lee Byung-Chul
Founded: 1 March 1938
Headquarters: Seoul, South Korea
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INTERNATIONAL
Deutsche Bank announced its exit from Global Equities and trading Business
Deutsche Bank, the German bank, announced that it is to pull out of global
equities sales and trading, scale back investment banking. It plans to reduce
adjusted costs by a quarter to 17 billion euros ($19 billion) over the next several
years. The decision of the bank will cut down 18,000 jobs for a global headcount of
around 74,000 employees by 2022. The move comes after the departure of the
chief Garth Ritchie by mutual agreement.
Reason:
The restructuring plan of the has been estimated with 7.4 billion euros by the end
of 2022. Because of this, the German bank may report a net loss of 2.8 billion euros
in the second quarter of 2019. On July 25, the bank will release its second quarter
results.
The bank plans to downsize its investment bank, revamp management and cut costs
while investing in controls. Also, it expects technology could open the most
promising path yet to boosting profitability after years of piecemeal changes that
failed to deliver.
Deutsche Bank:
Founded on: 10 March 1870
Headquarters: Frankfurt, Germany
Chairman: Paul Achleitner
CEO: Christian Sewing
The bank operated in 58 countries. Itis the15th largest bankin the world by total
assets.

Hong Kong to fund USD 900,000 for the cyclone hit Odisha
The Hong Kong government has approved a relief fund and rehabilitation work
in of over USD 900,000 for the cyclone-hit Odisha. It will benefit around
45,100 victims in Odisha. The fund will be used to provide hygiene kits, kitchen
kits, water kits, education kits, household items, and shelter kits.
The government has approved three grants totalling 7.032 million Hong Kong
dollars (about USD 902,278) from Hong Kong's Disaster Relief Fund to three
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agencies.
The Indian Relief agencies have been asked to evaluation reports and audited
accounts on the use of the grants. This is to ensure that the money is used for the
designated purposes. The accounts will be submitted after the completion of the
project.
Cyclone Fani:
Extremely Severe Cyclonic Storm Fani is the strongest tropical cyclone to strike
the Indian state of Odisha since Phailin in 2013.
Fani is the second named storm and the first severe cyclonic storm of the 2019
North Indian Ocean cyclone season. Fani originated from a tropical depression
that formed west of Sumatra in the Indian Ocean on 26 April.
Cyclone Fani devastated Odisha. It killed 64 people and damaged more than five
lakh dwelling units in the state's coastal districts.
Hong Kong:
Hong Kong Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China, is a special
administrative region located in southern China.
Chief Executive: Carrie Lam
Chief Secretary: Matthew Cheung
Financial Secretary: Paul Chan
Currency: Hong Kong dollar (HK$) (HKD)

Budj Bim Cultural Landscape received UNESCO's World heritage list
The Budj Bim Cultural Landscape in south-west Victoriahas received
UNESCO's World heritage list. It is the first in Australia to be in the list.
UNESCO's desicion recognises Budj Bims significance to all of humanity. Budj
Bim is the 20th site in Australia to make it on to the UNESCO World Heritage
List,
Budj Bim Cultural Landscape:
The landscape is marked for its Aboriginal cultural importance after a decadeslong campaign run by traditional owners, some of whom were present for the
decision.
It is considered as one of the oldest aquaculture sites in the world. More than a
decade of fervent lobbying, the Budj Bim Cultural Landscape has finally been
added to the UNESCO World Heritage List. The landscape was cared for over
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6,600 years and is important to the Gunditjmara People.
There are also remains of about 300 stone huts. These are the only remaining
permanent houses built by an indigenous community in Australia. It challenges the
common perception that all Aboriginal people were nomadic.
Other Australian Heritage sites:
The Great Barrier Reef, Kakadu National Park, the Sydney Opera House, Carlton
Gardens, Gondwana Rainforests, Jenolan Caves,Uluru-Kata Tjuta National
Park,Shark
Bay,Fraser
Island,Willandra
Lakes
Region,Lord
Howe
Island,Macquarie Island are some among the heritage sites.

Kyriakos Mitsotakis sworn in as the Prime Minister of Greece
Kyriakos Mitsotakis, the Greek conservative leader, sworn in as the Prime
Minister of Greece. The election result gave New Democracy an outright
majority with 158 seats in the 300-member Greek parliament. He is EU's most
indebted member who promised to end a decade of economic crisis.
About Kyriakos:
Kyriakos Mitsotakis, 51 years old, is a Greek politician. He was previously the
Leader of the Opposition from 2016 to 2019. He served as the Minister of
Administrative Reform from 2013 to 2015. Mitsotakis in his campaign promised
further reforms with a focus on fewer taxes, attracting investment and improving
the job market.
Greece:
President: Prokopis Pavlopoulos
Prime Minister: Kyriakos Mitsotakis
Capital: Athens
Official language: Greek
Currency: Euro () (EUR)

New World Heritage sites included in the list by UNESCO
The 43rd Session of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee was held from June
30 to July 10, 2019 in Baku, Azerbaijan.
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
added several new sites into the list of the World Heritage Sites.
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Some of the monuments which are added towards it are
Bahrains Dilmun Burial Mounds:
UNESCO World Heritage Committee (WHC) added Bahrains Dilmun Burial
Mounds to its World Heritage List praising the tombs for their globally unique
characteristics.
The burial grounds include 21 archaeological sites in the western part of the island
It is built between 2050 and 1750 BC (Before Christ)
They are the evidence of the early Dilmun civilisation.
Italys Prosecco Hills:
Italys Prosecco hills northeast of Venice cultivated for centuries were added into
the UNESCO World Heritage List.
It is characterised by hogback hills, ciglioni small plots of vines on narrow grassy
terraces, forests, small villages and farmland.
The grapes produced from the famous prosecco sparkling wine are grown at
Conegliano and Valdobbiadene hills.
Chinas Archaeological Ruins of Liangzhu City:
The Archaeological Ruins of Liangzhu City in Hangzhou, Zhejiang province,
which dates back 5,300 years were added into the UNESCO World Heritage List.
They reveal an early regional state with a unified belief system based on rice
cultivation in Late Neolithic China.
It is composed of four areas namely the Area of Yaoshan Site, the Area of Highdam at the Mouth of the Valley, an Area of Low-dam on the Plain and the Area of
City Site.
Indonesias Ombilin Coal Mining Heritage of Sawahlunto:
The Ombilin coal mine in Sawahlunto, West Sumatra, the oldest coal mining town
in Southeast Asia added into the UNESCO World Heritage List.
It comprises the mining site and company town, coal storage facilities at the port of
Emmahaven.
It was developed by the Netherlands colonial government from the beginning of the
20th century.
Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group: Mounded Tombs of Ancient Japan:
It is located on a plateau above the Osaka Plain, Japan.
It includes 49 kofuns (old mounds in Japanese).
This kofun selected from a total of 160,000 in Japan and form the richest material
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representation of the Kofun period, from the 3rd to the 6th century CE (Common
Era).
They demonstrate the differences in social classes and reflect a highly sophisticated
funerary system.
Megalithic Jar Sites in Xiengkhouang- Plain of Jars:
Megalithic Jar Sites in Xieng Khouang- Plain of Jars from Lao Peoples Democratic
Republic were added into the UNESCO World Heritage List.
The Plain of Jars, located on a plateau in central Laos
It gets its name from more than 2,100 tubular-shaped megalithic stone jars used for
funerary practices in the Iron Age.
This serial site of 15 components contains large carved stone jars, stone discs,
secondary burials, tombstones, quarries and funerary objects dating from 500 BCE
to 500 CE.
They are evidence of the Iron Age civilization.

Saudi Arabia adopts Digital India, equality of women in Haj 2019
The Indian Haj mission in Saudi Arabia adopting digital technology with the
Introduction of Haj App, Indian diplomats in Saudi Arabia.
It bridging with pilgrims not only to facilitate a smooth and hassle-free Haj
operation received grievances and feedbacks to improve the service by Indian
Ambassador Dr Ausaf .
HAJ APP:
It has been developed to receive feedback, a grievance from Hajis (Haj pilgrims).
They received feedback in English, Hindi and Urdu but soon other regional
languages will be incorporated.
HAJ app connects pilgrims with Haj service coordinators (of their respective states)
known as Qadimul Hajjaj.
Qadimul Hajjaj is government employees who are deputed to assist pilgrims during
Haj season.
e.MASIHA
e-MASIHA (Medical Assistance System for Indian Hajis Abroad) is an online
platform where Health status and medical history of visiting pilgrims is being
stored.
It would retrieve pilgrims health information to apply appropriate treatment
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whenever he or she visits Indian medical facilities during Haj.
SOCIAL MEDIA:
other means to connect the officials and pilgrims are website and social media
channels, toll-free numbers and exclusive in-house Youtube channel.
SIM Cards:
Pilgrims are being provided Saudi Arabian mobile SIM card in India itself. These
SIM cards can be activated in their buildings in Madinah and Makkah after
recording their biometrics. Biometrics is a mandatory requirement for issue of SIM
cards in Saudi Arabia
HAJ:
It is an annual Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia the holiest city for
Muslims.
Hajj 2019: will begin in the evening of 9 August and ends in the evening of 14
August 2019.
This year, a total of 2 lakh Indian pilgrims are expected to travel for Haj to Saudi
Arabia.
Out of this 1.4 lakh pilgrims are traveling through government arm HCI (Haj
Committee of India) and remaining through private Haj operators.

Airtel Africa has been listed as the third-largest stock on the bourse by market
value
Airtel Africa has been listed as the third-largest stock on the bourse by market
value. On 9 June, Nigerian Stock Exchange reported that the Airtel Africa has a
1.36 trillion naira ($4.4 bn) flotation. Airtel Africa operates across 14 African
countries.
The listing comes after Airtel's main rival, South Africas MTN, listed its Nigerian
unit in Lagos in May in a $6.5 billion float. South Africas MTN is in the secondlargest stock on the bourse by market value.
The shares of Airtel Africa climbed 10% from their listing price of 363 naira after
the float went live. The company, owned 68.3% by Indias Bharti Airtel, offered
shares in its African unit via a London IPO and dual list in Nigeria.
Airtel:
Bharti Airtel Limited is an Indian based global telecommunications services
company. It is headquartered in New Delhi, India. It operates in 18 countries
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across South Asia and Africa, and also in the Channel Islands. The CEO of the
company is Gopal Vital.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Third edition of International Sunflower Seed and Oil Conference(lSSOC)
2019 will be held in Mumbai
Third edition of International Sunflower Seed and Oil Conference(lSSOC)
2019 will be held in Mumbai
India planned to host the third edition of International Sunflower Seed and Oil
Conference(lSSOC) 2019.
The function will take place in Maharashtra, Mumbai.
The main aim to encourage better communications among sunflower oil producers,
and industry groups.
The event presented by the Solvent Extractors' Association of India (SEA)
It isorganized by International Sunflower Oil Association (ISOA) .
Around 300 delegates from across the world who have interests in sunflower seed,
oil, and meal.
AboutInternational Sunflower Seed and Oil Conference(lSSOC)
This edition held in 2015 at Shanghai, China
The 2nd edition held in 2017 at Odessa, Ukraine.
India is the largest importer of sunflower oil
It has an import of about 2.8 million tones
Globally the import is about 9.6 million tonnes.
In 2018-19, globally the sunflower seed production is at 51.41 million tonnes.
The sunflower oil is at 19.45 million tonnes
The sunflower meal is at 20.90 million tonnes.

PM Narendra Modi unveiled statue of former PM of India Lal Bahadur
Shastri at Varanasi airport on 6 July
Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled statue of former PM of India Lal
Bahadur Shastri at Varanasi airport on 6 July. He unveiled the statue during his
visit to Varanasi to launch BJP's membership drive. PM Modi launched a tree
plantation drive after unveiling the Statue.
Lal Bahadur Shastri:
The prominent leader was born on 2nd October, 1904 at Mughalsarai, Varanasi,
Uttar Pradesh.
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In 1920s he joined the freedom movement and served as a prominent leader of the
Indian National Congress.
In 1930, he participated in the Salt March and went to jail for two years. As s
Home Minister he introduced the first committee on Prevention of Corruption.
He raised his voice against dowry system and caste system.
The second Prime Minister of Independent India was Lal Bahadur Shastri. The
slogan of Jai Jawan Jai Kisan which means Hail the soldier, Hail the farmer"
was introduced by him.
Lal Bahadur Shastri died on 11 January, 1966 due to heart attack. He was awarded
the Bharat Ratna, the India's highest civilian award, posthumously in 1966.

Jaipur enters the UNESCO World Heritage Site list on 6 July
The walled city of Jaipur has entered into the UNESCO World Heritage Site list
on July 6. Jaipur is well known for its iconic architectural legacy. It has become
the second city of the country to enter into the UNESCO World Heritage Site
after Ahmedabad.
The nomination of Jaipur was supported by a majority of the countries. Jaipur has
been nominated by India as it has an exceptional urban example in indigenous city
planning and construction in South Asia.
UNESCO:
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
is a one of the specialized agencies of the United Nations (UN). It is headquartered
in Paris, France.
The Director-General of UNESCO is Audrey Azoulay. UNESCO works for peace
and security by promoting international collaboration in education, sciences, and
culture. This will increase universal respect for justice.
Countries that supported India's nomination:
The countries that supported India's nomination are: Brazil, Bahrain, Cuba,
Indonesia, Azerbaijan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Zimbabwe, China, Guatemala,
Uganda, Tunisia, Burkina Faso, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Angola, St Kitts and
Nevis. Australia and Norway initially proposed a referral, but, after the debate,
they agreed for the inclusion of Jaipur.
Jaipur:
The fortified city of Jaipur is located in Rajasthan. Sawai Jai Singh II founded
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Jaipur in 1727. The city has maintained its local commercial, artisanal and
cooperative traditions.
Apart from an outstanding planning the city is known for its iconic monuments
such as the Govind Dev temple, City Palace, Jantar Mantar and Hawa Mahal
excel in artistic and architectural craftsmanship of the period.
Other Sites:
Myanmar's Bagan, Megalithic Jar Sites in Xiengkhuang - Plain of Jars in Laos
and the Archaeological Ruins of Liangzhu City in China are among the other
sites that were included in the World Heritage List on 6 July.

Six Sigma health care has proposed to set up a High Altitude institute of
mountain medicine in Uttarkhand
Six Sigma health care has proposed to set up a High Altitude institute of
mountain medicine, training and research centre Rudraprayag district of
Uttarakhand. The High Altitude institute will deal with the health issues related
with high altitudes.
Project and approval:
Uttarakhand Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat approved the proposal for
setting up the institute which was given by the medical director of Six Sigma, Dr
Pradeep Bhardwaj.
The estimated the cost of the project is Rs.750 Crore project. If completed, the
institue would be first of its kind in Asia. The State government has agreed to
provide 30 acres of land for the project. The institute is expected to provide 1227
jobs to the youth.
Objective:
The main objective of the institute is to develop all type of research in Allopathy,
Homeopathy, Ayurveda, Naturopathy and Yoga concerning High Altitude
Mountains. It would provide consultancy to the central and state government on
key issues and help in promoting healthy lifestyle in mountains. It also aims to
educate professionals in mountain medicines.
Training programme: The institute would also train armed forces and para
military personnel in Mountain Medicines and would offer courses in mountains
medicines and high altitude rescue. It also plans to train local people, schools,
colleges in high altitude rescue and disaster.
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Necessary high altitude medical services would be provided to pilgrims and
tourists. It would also enchance high altitude communications (HAM) and
endeavour to develop better food product and beverages.
Uttarkhand's medical services:
The Uttarkhand state government has committed to provide quality health services
in the mountainous areas and it carries out works under Uttarakhand Health
system development project. Also, E-health centres have been established at
Agastyamuni, Bhikiyasain, Naugaon and Okhalkanada and the hospitals are being
linked with tele-medicine services.

Odisha state government implemented the Centres Witness Protection Scheme
2018
The Odisha state government implemented the Centres Witness Protection
Scheme 2018. Naveen Patnaik led Odisha govt. informed the Orissa High Court
on 6 July.By this Odisha became the first State to implement the Scheme.
On December 5 2018, Supreme Court has directed all States and Union Territories
to endorse the Central scheme on Witness Protection Scheme-2018. It said that the
Witness Protection Scheme, 2018 shall be the 'law' under Article 141 and 142 of
the Constitution, till the enactment of suitable parliamentary or state legislations on
the subject.
Reason for implementation:
The move comes after an informant sought protection for his life and
property as he was a witness in a murder case under Kodala police station area in
Ganjam district in the Orissa HC. A Single Judge Bench of Justice Biswajit
Mohanty directed the petitioner to approach the competent authority in the district
concerned for protection under the scheme.
Categories of the Scheme:
Under the scheme, the state govt. included three categories of witnesses as per
threat perception.
Category A: This category consists of those cases where threat extends to the life
of witness or family members during an investigation, trial or thereafter.
Category B: Cases where the threat extends to safety, reputation or property of the
witness or family members during the investigation or trial.
Category C: Cases where the threat is moderate and extends to harassment or
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intimidation of the witness or family members, reputation or property during
investigation, trial or thereafter.
Provisions of the Scheme:
The scheme includes different features including protective measures that ensures
that:
protection and Change of identity
the witness and the accused do not come face to face during probe
relocation of witness
confidentiality and preservation of records and recovery of expenses among others

Goa State government is planning to make HIV tests mandatory before the
registration of marriages
Goa State government is planning to make HIV tests mandatory before
the registration of marriages. The announcement was made by Goa Health
Minister Vishwajit Rane. The law will be placed in the state Assembly after it
gets clearance from the law department.
Objective:
The State plans to make the HIV test mandatory for couples before registration of
marriage in Goa. The Goa law department is vetting the proposal to make the test
compulsory in the coastal state. In 2006, the state government proposed a similar
legislation and it was opposed from several quarters.
About HIV:
AIDS was first reported in 1981. It has spread all over the world. HIV is a virus
which attacks cells in the immune system. Immune system is the human bodys
natural defence against illness. The virus destroys T-helper cell, a type of white
blood cell in the immune system. It makes copies of itself inside these cells. Thelper cells is also called as CD4 cells. If HIV is left untreated, it may take up to 10
or 15 years for the immune system to be so severely damaged that it can no longer
defend itself at all. However, the rate at which HIV progresses varies depending on
age, general health and background.
Facts about HIV:
HIV stands for Human Immunodeficiency Virus. In a human body, HIV is found
in semen, blood, vaginal and anal fluids, and breastmilk.
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HIV can not be transmitted through sweat, saliva or urine. A person who have
AIDS when their immune system is too weak to fight off infection. It develops
certain defining symptoms and illnesses.
Prevention of AIDS:
Enzyme Linked Immuno-Sorbent Assay (ELISA) is a widely used diagnostic
test for AIDS. Treating AIDS with anti-retroviral drugs is only partially effective. It
will only prolong the life of the patient but cannot prevent death, which is
inevitable.
Measures: In India, the National AIDS Control Organization (NACO) and other
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are doing a lot to educate people about
AIDS.

Centre says no foreign government or organisation has any right to repeal
Article 370
Parliament questioned the Centre whether it will repeal Articles 370 and 35A if it
seems to violate any United Nations regulation or any international obligation of
the country.
Centre replied to Parliament that no foreign government or organisation has any
right to repeal Article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir. It said so because any matter
related to the Constitution of India are internal and only for the Indian Parliament to
deal with. J&K is an integral part of India.
What is Article 370?
Article 370 of the Indian constitution gives autonomous status to the state of
Jammu and Kashmir. The article is drafted as Temporary, Transitional and Special
Provisions in Part XXI of the Constitution. The Indian Constitution still describes it
as a temporary provision.
Article 370 provided six special provisions for Jammu and Kashmir:
1) The State is allowed to have its own Constitution.
2) The Central legislative powers over the State were limited to the three subjects
of defence, foreign affairs and communications.
3) Only with the concurrence of the State Government, other constitutional
powers of Indian Government could be extended to the State.
4) The concurrence was only provisional. The State's Constituent Assembly should
ratify the provision.
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5) Until the State Constituent Assembly was formed, the State Government was
given authority to give concurrence. Once the State Constituent Assembly finalised
the scheme of powers and dispersed, no further extension of powers was
possible.
6) Only if the State's Constituent Assembly aprroves the Article 370, it could be
repealed or amended.
Article 35A?
Article 35A of the Indian Constitution permits the J&K state's legislature to
define permanent resident of the state. It was added to the Constitution through a
situationary Presidential Order, i.e., The Constitution (Application to Jammu and
Kashmir) Order, 1954 which was issued by the President of India on 14 May 1954.
This law exercises the powers conferred by the clause (1) of the Article 370 of the
Indian Constitution, and with the concurrence of the Government of the State of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Parliament adopts resolution levying 200% duty on all Pakistani goods
The Parliament adopted resolution slapping 200 percent duty on all goods
originating in or exported from Pakistan.
Already decision was taken on Feb 16 after Pulwama terror attack.
The two statutory resolutions were moved by Anurag Thakur, Minister of State
(M/S) for Finance on behalf of Union Minister of Finance Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman
adopted their voice.
AIM:
The notification made on February 16 this year to impose a basic customs duty to
200 percent on all goods originating or exported from Pakistan.
The decision was taken after the Pulwama terror attack in which 40 CRPF
personnel were killed.
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed had taken responsibility for the terror attack.
India had also withdrawn MFN (most favored nation) status to Pakistan.
HIGHLIGHTS
The Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha approved the amendment in the first schedule of
the Custom Tariff Act 1975.
The two houses also adopted a resolution to approve a notification issued last
month to increase the basic customs duty on lentils, boric acid and diagnostic and
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laboratory reagents.
On lentils, the duty has been increased from 40 percent to 50 percent, on boric acid
it has been increased from 17.5 percent to 27.5 percent and on diagnostic items
from 20 percent to
30 percent.
STATUTORY RESOLUTION:
"Statutory Resolution"-A resolution in pursuance of a provision in the Constitution
or an Act of Parliament.
PULWAMA ATTACK:
On 14 February 2019, a convoy of vehicles carrying security personnel on the
Jammu Srinagar National Highway was attacked by a vehicle-borne suicide bomber
at Lethpora in the Pulwama districT, Jammu and Kashmir, India.
The attack resulted in the deaths of 40 Central Reserve Police Force personnel and
the attacker
PARLIAMENT:
The Parliament of India is the supreme legislative body of the Republic of India.It
is a bicameral legislature composed of the President of India and the two houses:
the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha.
Leader of Rajya Sabha: THAWAR CHANDGEHLOT, BJP
Leader of Lok Sabha: NARENDRA MODI, BJP

Government approved Phase-I of Bharatmala Pariyojana along Indo-Nepal
Border areas with financial outlay of Rs 5,35,000 crore
Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Shri Nitin J Gadkari mentioned
the Phase-I of Bharatmala Pariyojana received the approval with the financial
outlay of Rs 5,35,000 crores
Their main aim is to develop 24,800 km Highways along with 10,000 km residual
National Highways Development Project (NHDP)
The period of 5 years.
The outlay of Rs 25,000 crore is approved for the development of Border &
International Connectivity roads
The roads are of a length of 2000 km.
Indo-Nepal Border, the balance work of Piprakothi-Motihari-Raxaul on NH-28A of
about 69 km length.
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The cost of approximately Rs 334 crore awarded in December 2018.
The project is expected to complete in 12 months.
About Bharatmala Pariyojana:
It is a centrally-sponsored and funded road and highways project of the Union
Government.
It was launched on July 31, 2015.
The total investment for 83,677 km committed new highways.
It is estimated around 5.35 lakh crore as the single largest outlay for a government
road construction scheme.
Ministry: Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
Established: 31 July 2015
Minister Responsible: Shri Nitin Gadkari

Delhi Cabinet approved for the procurement of 1,650 low-floor buses by the
Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC)
The Delhi Cabinet has approved for the procurement of 1,650 low-floor buses by
the Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC) and the Delhi Integrated Multi-Modal
Transit System (DIMTS) Ltd. The government approval is a boost to the public
transport. The 1,000 air-conditioned low-floor buses that are to be procured by
DTC will start rolling out from January 2020 and the entire fleet will be on the
roads of the city by May 2020.
The Delhi government is now moving forward with the procurement of 4,000
buses that will arrive by mid-2020 with a tender for 1,000 electric buses scheduled
to open in August. The buses are expected to arrive and the service will begin from
January 2020. The entire batch of new buses is expected to be functioning by April
2019.
The meeting chaired by Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has also approved
awarding concession to the successful bidders for 650 low-floor buses under the
Cluster scheme run by Delhi Integrated Multi Modal Transit System (DIMTS).

Govt. imposed ban on Sikhs for Justice (SFJ) for its alleged anti-national
activities
The Central governmet has banned the Sikhs for Justice (SFJ), a Pro-Khalistan
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group for its alleged anti-national activities. It has been accused of dealing with
activities directed against integrity and sovereignty of India. It was banned under
Section 3 of Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) for its alleged antinational activities. UAPA is an Indian law which is aimed at effective prevention of
unlawful activities associations in India.
About Sikhs for Justice (SFJ):
SFJ is a US-based Pro-Khalistani group that was formed in 2007. It is headed by
Avtar Singh Pannun and Gurpatwant Singh Pannun.
The internal group of SFJ comprises of 8 to 10 people. But it has online support is
close to 2 lakh.
The organisation fight to establish an independent and sovereign country in Punjab.
It gained prominence only in last 5 years as it started advocating a separate
Khalisatn state. For this purpose it also started an online secessionist campaign,
Sikh Referendum 2020.

Uttar Pradesh Govt sets target of $1 trillion economy in the next three years
Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath exhorted traders and businessmen to
contribute towards the state becoming a trillion dollar economy.
UP Vyapari Kalyan Board (Traders Welfare Board) in Lucknow while referring to
Modis aim of India becoming a $5 trillion economy urged the business community
to rise up to the occasion and contribute wholeheartedly towards a 1$ trillion
economy by 2024.
UP Budget 2019-20 tabled in the state legislature is estimated to touch Rs 15.80
trillion (or nearly $230 billion at current exchange rate) by the end of this financial
year.
The 11-member Board was constituted by UP to act as an interface between the
government and traders with the mandate of looking into aspects of safety and
welfare of the business
The government created a robust infrastructure for the filing of online complaints
by traders to curb corruption and harassment of businessmen.
The Chief Minister advised the Board to tour different parts of the state to meet
traders and get their feedback on the work being done by the government.
The state soon come out with a policy for regularising street vendors through
registration and will provide them with the traders pension benefits.
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About Uttar Pradesh
Chief minister: Yogi Adityanath
Capital: Lucknow
Governor: Ram Naik

RPF launched Operation Thirst to crub the sale of unauthorized packaged
drinking water
The Railway Protection Force (RPF) of Indian Railways has launched an allIndia drive called Operation thirst. The operation aims to crub the sale of
unauthorized packaged drinking water. In Delhi, under the drive, RPF clamped
down on vendors selling unauthorized package drinking water between July 8 and
July 9. Three such cases were found in the city.
Under Operation thirst, more than 1,371 people were arrested and over 69,294
bottles were seized by RPF. The bottles were seized under section 144 and section
153 of Indian Railway Act. Many stalls on platforms which were found selling of
PDW bottles of brands were found to be not authorized by Indian Railways.
Operation across India:
The operation was launched in all major railway stations across the country to curb
menace of unauthorized Packaged Drinking Water inside railway stations. Across
India people were arrested for selling illegal packaged water in trains and on
railway stations.
The drive was held in peak summer season because the packaged drinking water
sales are the highest in that period.

Delhi govt. plans to spot of the defunct Rajghat thermal power plant into solar
park
Delhi Government has announced its plan to convert a waste-to-energy plant, a
solar park of 5,000 KW capacity. It aims to spot of the defunct Rajghat thermal
power plant into solar park. The Cabinet has decided to oficially shut down the
Rajghat power plant.
Solar Park:
A photovoltaic power station is also known as a solar park. It is a large-scale
photovoltaic system designed for the supply of merchant power into the electricity
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grid.
Rajghat Thermal Power Station:
Rajghat Thermal Power Station has an installed capacity of 135 MW. The First
unit was commissioned during 1989-90. Later the second unit, coal-based plant,
was added. This power plant is one of two coal-fired power plants that operated by
IPGCL, the other being Indraprastha power station which was closed due to ageing.
After it was shut, the Delhi government by the end of 2015 had first thought of
setting up a ground-based solar power plant at the RPH site, similar to the one
approved.
But by January 2016, the government changed the plan, stating that there was
already a plan to convert the other defunct Indraprastha power house into a
ground-based solar power system.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
NASA awarded Imaging Xray polarimetry explorer (IXPE) mission to SpaceX
NASA has awarded a contract to SpaceX to launch NASAs Imaging Xray
polarimetry explorer (IXPE) mission, a groundbreaking astrophysics mission.
The mission aims to uncover the mysteries behind black holes and neutron
stars.
The cost estimated for the mission is $50.3 million. The mission plans to
launch three space telescopes. These telescopes will be capable of analyzing the
polarization of cosmic X-rays. The IXPE mission is expected to be launched from
the Kennedy Space Centre in April 2021.
About IXPE:
The Imaging X-ray Polarimetry Explorer (IXPE) will get information regarding
the polarization state of light from astrophysical sources. This will provide
insight into the X-ray production in objects such as neutron stars and pulsar wind
nebulae, as well as stellar and supermassive black holes.
The launch mass of IXPE is 320 kilograms. IXPE will be launched over SpaceX
FALCON 9 which is capable of launching 22,800 kilograms to low Earth orbit
(LEO). There will also be excess payload capacity at launch.
NASA and SpaceX:
The IXPE mission is a part of the US space agencys Launch Services Program
(LSP). SpaceX has previously launched two LSP missions namely Jason-3 and
TESS. It has also been awarded three other missions, SWOT, Sentinel-6A, and
Dart by NASA earlier.
IXPE will be sixth contracted mission of SpaceX under NASAs LSP. Two of the
missions were successfully launched in 2016 and 2018, increasing the agencys
scientific observational capabilities.
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BILLS & ACTS
Rajya sabha passed the Aadhaar and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2019 on
8 July
Rajya sabha passed the Aadhaar and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2019 on 8
July. It allows the voluntary linking of the 12-digit identification number as part
of know your customer (KYC) guidelines to open bank accounts or get a mobile
connection. The bill will become a Unique Identification Authority of India
(UIDAI) law after Presidents approval.
Amendments:
The amendments in the law will enable the authority responsible for issuing
Aadhaar numbers to hold back the misuse of 12 digit identification numbers by
aadhar. An Aadhaar holder can now opt for offline verification through QR code
with consent.
An individual can not be compelled to provide proof of possession of Aadhaar
number or undergo authentication for the purpose of establishing their identity
unless it is so provided by a law made by Parliament.
The cost of e-KYC verifications for banks, financial technology companies and
telecom service providers had increased substantially after the Supreme Court ruled
in September that Aadhaar could only be used in direct benefit transfer for welfare
schemes.
Provisions under the Bill:
UIDAI can impose a penalty of up to 1 crore if an entity fails to comply with the
Aadhaar law and does not provide information sought by UIDAI.
UIDAI has given an option to children to cancel their Aadhaar on attaining 18
years.
Also, an entity is given a provision to create a UIDAI Fund, which will contain all
fees, grants and charges received by the authority. The fund will be used for
UIDAIs expenses
SC order:
In September 2018, considering the privacy concerns, SC said that it was not
mandatory for customers to link their Aadhaar number with their respective bank
accounts or mobile phone numbers.
The Centre has brought in an ordinance to amend three laws in February. The
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laws are:
1. Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and
Services) Act, 2016
2. Indian Telegraph Act, 1885
3. Prevention of Money-laundering Act, 2002
The ordinance was passed to enable the governments decision for voluntary use of
Aadhaar for fulfilling KYC norms.
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DEFENCE
BSF launched Operation Sudarshan to fortify the anti-infiltration grid along
the Pakistan border
The Border Security Force (BSF) launched Operation Sudarshan, a massive
exercise, with an aim to fortify the anti-infiltration grid along the Pakistan border in
Punjab and Jammu. The operation was launched on July 1. BSF plans to finish the
operation within a fortnight and be at their bases by July 15.
Operation Sudarshan:
HEavy machineries: BSF has mobilized its entire senior field brass, thousands
of troops, and machinery deployed along the Pakistan border in Punjab and
Jammu. BSF has also mobilized huge assortments of heavy machinery,
communication interceptors and mobile bulletproof bunkers as part of the exercise.
It will cover the entire 1,000-km length of the India-Pakistan International Border.
Jammu shares about 485 km of the border with Pakistan, about 553 km of the front
is in Punjab.
Setting up defence: BSF's Frontier and battalion commanders, the second-incommands and company commanders of the about 40 battalions are camping in the
forward areas of the two states.
BSF has asked the commanders to prepare watchtowers and sentry posts better,
replenish arms and ammunition dumps, strengthen artillery positions, check and
plug border fence breaches, detect underground and cross-border tunnels for
defence. Multiple patrols are being undertaken to boost defence positions.
Border Security Force (BSF):
Formed on: 1 December, 1965
Headquarters: New Delhi, India
Parent agency: Ministry of Home Affairs
Minister responsible: Amit Shah, Minister of Home Affairs
Director General: Rajni Kant Mishra
Border Security Force is one of the seven Central Armed Police Forces of India.
It is the primary border defence organisation of India. It aims to ensure the
security of the borders of India.

Operation Milap- Delhi Police Crime Branch rescued 333 children in 7 months
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Delhi Police Crime Branch rescued 333 children from the Capital.
These children were missing since January 2019.
They were missing from various parts of the country.
The Additional Commissioner of Police (Crime Branch) Rajiv Ranjan tracked
down 57 people, including 14 minors from various areas in the national capital.
Most of these children have been rescued from bus stands, railway stations and
other crowded places in the city.
During the last one week, the AHTU found 15 people reported missing or
kidnapped in Delhi.
The operation Milap under which children are rescued was launched in December
2014. Under this project, the Anti Human Trafficking Unit (AHTU) of the Delhi
The police develops information rescues the trafficked or kidnapped person and
arrests the kidnappers.
The rescued children are counselled.
Police are trying to find out the parents of the children rescued.
About Operation Milap:
It was launched in December 2014
Main aim : To rescue children. Anti-Human Trafficking Unit (AHTU) formed
under the Milap develops information, rescues the trafficked or kidnapped children
and arrests the kidnappers.
Under this ambitious initiative, counseling & requisite medical attention has also
been given to the rescued children wherever required.
About Delhi:
Chief Minister: Arvind Kejriwal
Lt. Governor: Anil Baijal

IAF to get Advanced Short Range Air-to-Air Missiles (ASRAAM)
The Indian Air Force (IAF) plans to adopt Advanced Short Range Air-to-Air
Missile (ASRAAM), a new European visual range air to air missile, across its
fighter fleet.
The first firing is expected by the end of 2019. This first firing would be the first
over the wing launched missile in the IAF inventory. All missiles are fired from
under the wing.
Objective:
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IAF aims to expand its Su-30 fleet with a proposal to build 40 more jets under
license at HALs Nashik facility. The Indian government has formally requested
Russia to extend the production license.
IAF Contract:
The adoption is a part of a 250 million IAF contract with MBDA, UK. The contract
was signed in July 2014. The ASRAAM-armed Jaguars will be declared
operationally ready by the end 2019.
Reason: India is well into testing its indigenous beyond visual range air-to-air Astra
missile but its weapons program doesnt include a close combat air-to-air missile.
When did India decide to buy?After a contest that involved the Israeli Python, the
German Diehl IRIS-T and American Raytheon AIM-9X Sidewinder, the IAF chose
the ASRAAM in 2013 and decide to add it to its fleet.
About ASRAAM
The Advanced Short Range Air-to-Air Missile (ASRAAM) of MBDA, European
Arms manufacturers company, has been approved for fitting on Jaguar jets is
currently undergoing integration. ASRAAM is used as a Within Visual Range
(WVR) air dominance missile with a range of over 25km.
For IAF, Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) had built about 145 Jaguars for the
IAF, of which around 120 are in service, and 80 jets will continue till 2025-30. A
plan to get a new more powerful engine has been long delayed.
Indian Air Force (IAF):
The primary mission of IAF is to secure Indian airspace and to conduct aerial
warfare during armed conflict.
Part of: Indian Armed Forces
Headquarters: New Delhi
Commander-in-Chief: President Ram Nath Kovind
Chief of the Air Staff (CAS): Air Chief Marshal Birender Singh
Vice CAS: Air Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Northeast Frontier Railways' (NFR) PLAN BEE won the Best Innovation
Award on 9 July
The Northeast Frontier Railways' (NFR) PLAN BEE won theBest Innovation
Award on 9 July. It has adopted a unique strategy to keep wild elephants away
from train tracks.
In the forest area of Assam, elephants would often come in the way of speeding
trains and die as a large portion of rail tracks passing through forested areas. In a
bid to tackle the problem NFR came up with 'Plan Bee' in 2017.
PLAN BEE:
Idea:
The project aims to save the lives of the elephants by installing devices at several
level crossings in the state to play the sound of buzzing honey bees to drive away
the pachyderms. Studies suggest elephants are scared of swarming bees.
Despite the 29 earmarked wildlife corridors, where trains slow down and drivers
restrict speed as a norm, elephants have often ventured into train tracks beyond the
corridors.
Implementation:
Trials were conducted successfully. An equipment was designed to generate
amplified sound of honey bees from a distance of about 700-800 m.
With the first instrument installed at level crossing gate between Azara and
Kamakhya stations under Rangiya division. It has been claimed that the strategy
has been helpful in diverting herds of elephants, especially when trains are
approaching.
NFR:
The Northeast Frontier Railway is one of the 18 railway zones in India. It is
headquartered in Guwahati, Assam. NFR is responsible for rail operations in the
entire Northeast and parts of West Bengal and Bihar.
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SPORTS
Arinjeeta Dey won a silver medal for India in World Youth Cup 2019
Karate girl, Arinjeeta Dey (Barasat, West Bengal) won a silver medal under the
12 category in the World Youth Cup 2019
The competition was held in Umag, Croatia(from July 1 to July 5, 2019).
It was organized by World Karate Federation affiliated to the International Olympic
Association.
A total of 35 countries participated in this competition.
He won 3 times in national championship junior level category (2017 KAI SUB
Junior National gold medalist, 2018 KAI SUB Junior National gold medalist,2019
KAI SUB Junior National Gold and Silver Medalist).
She belongs from Barasat in West Bengal.
She has been a student of Hanshi Premjit Sen
She is the president of Premjit Sen Martial Art Academy in West Bengal.
About Croatia
Capital : Zagreb
Currency: Croatian Kuna
President: Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovit
Prime Minister: Andrej Plenkovit

U.S. womens national soccer team won the FIFA Womens World Cup 2019
The U.S. womens national soccer team (USWNT) won the FIFAWomens
World Cup for a record-extending fourth time on July 7 in Lyon, France. The
team defeated the Netherlands and secured 2-0 to win the womens World Cup. This
win is a record-extending fourth time for the U.S. womens national soccer team.
The dignitaries which included FIFAs president, Gianni Infantino, and Frances
president, Emmanuel Macron presented the winners' medal and trophy.
The Head coach of USWNT is Jill Ellis. The captains of the team are Carli Lloyd,
Alex Morgan and Megan Rapinoe. USWNT won its first World Cup in 1991 in
China.
FIFA Women's World Cup:

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 8 - July 14, 2019)

FIFA-Fdration Internationale de Football Association
Founded on: 1991
Number of teams: 24
Current champions: United States (4th title)
The competition is being held every four years since 1991

Brazil won the Copa America2019 title
Brazil won its first Copa America2019 title since 2007. It defeated Peru and
secured 3-1. The team already owns the fifth and ninth Copa Amrica trophy. The
event was hosted by Brazil.
Everton was named player of the final and also finished as one of the tournament's
top scorers with three goals.Dani Alves, Brazil's right-back,was awarded the player
of the tournament.
The last time they won the Copa Amrica was in 1989. Then it played against
Uruguay at the Maracan. Brazil's only other title since 2007 came in the 2013
Confederations Cup.
Copa Amrica 2019:
The 2019 Copa Amrica was the 46th edition of the Copa Amrica, the
international men's association football championship. It was founded in 1916.
It was organized by South America's football ruling body CONMEBOL. It was
held in Brazil and took place between 14 June to 7 July 2019 at 6 venues across
the country.
Uruguay is the Copa Amrica's most successful nation with 15 titles.

Vinesh Phogat won gold medal in the 53 kg category at the Grand Prix of
Spain 2019
Indias top wrestler Vinesh Phogat won her first gold medal after shifting to 53kg
category and Divya Kakran claimed the top honours in the 68kg category at the
Grand Prix of Spain 2019 at Madrid, Spain. In the championship, India finished
second with 130 points in team championship behind Russia which secured 165.
Vinesh defeated Dutch rival Jessica Blaszka at the finals. She is one of Indias
medal hopefuls at the 2020 Tokyo Games. She won gold medal at the Jakarta Asian
Games. Vinesh had competed in Asian Championship and won bronze. She played
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in Dan Kolov and won silver respectively in the 53kg category.

Commonwealth Weightlifting Championship: India win 13 medals
India won 13 medals on the opening day of the Commonwealth Weightlifting
Championship
The event is held in Apia, Samoa.
The medals comprised 8 Gold, 3 silver and 2 Bronze.
Mirabai Chanu led the Indian medal rush in the senior women's 49 kg event
She won the gold medal in the Olympic qualifying event.
She lifted a total of 191 kg.
Jhilli Dalabehera won the first place on the podium.
She made a lift of 154 kg in the senior women's 45 kg
In the senior women's 55 kg, Soroikhaibam Bindyarani Devi won the gold
In the senior men's 55kg category, Rishikanta Singh won the gold of 235 kg.
About CommonWealth Games - History
Commonwealth Games are international sport event involving athletes from the
Commonwealth of Nations.
The event was first held in 1930.
It place every four years.
The Commonwealth Games are known as the British Empire Games from 1930 to
1950.
The British Empire and Commonwealth Games from 1954 to 1966 and British
Commonwealth Games from 1970 to 1974.
It is the world's first multi-sport event inducted an equal number of womens and
mens medal events and implemented recently in the 2018 Commonwealth Games.

MS Dhoni became the only second Indian player to reach the 350-game mark
in ODI
MS Dhoni became the only second Indian player to reach the 350-game mark in
One-Day International cricket (ODI). The first Indian to set the record was Sachin
Tendulkar.
MS Dhoni:
He has been tagged as one of the best finishers in the sport. Dhoni led India from
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2007 to 2017. Under Dhoni's captaincy won its second championship in the cricket
world cup. He also led India to No. 1 position in the ICC Rankings.
He is regarded as one of the greatest captains in the world of cricket. MS Dhoni is
the only skipper to have won every major ICC tournament. The former Indian
captain is also the first wicketkeeper to play in 350 ODI matches.
He is also the first captain in the world to win three different ICC trophies. Dhoni
also led India to a memorable 2013 Champions Trophy triumph in England.
In his more than 14-years of international career, Dhoni has played an integral
part in many of India's famous victories.

Dravid appointed as the Head of Cricket at the National Cricket Academy
(NCA) in Bengaluru
Former India captain Rahul Dravid has been appointed as the Head of Cricket
at the National Cricket Academy (NCA) in Bengaluru. The appointment was
announced and approved by Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) on 8
July. He is currently the vice-president of India Cements.
Roles and Duties:
Dravid will work closely with the National Head Coaches and Cricket Coaches
for India Developmental teams which includes India A, India Under 19, India
Under 23 teams, in the identification of key training and development objectives.
He will monitor progress against these objectives for the developmental teams. The
role expects him to provide necessary inputs on the same to the Senior Mens and
Womens Head Coaches.
Rahul Dravid:
Dravid is a former Indian cricketer and captain of the india national team. He is
colloquially known as Dependable or Mr. Dependable, and often referred to as
The Great Wall. He is the current Overseas Batting Consultant for the Indian
team, and also the Head Coach for the India under 19 and india A teams.
He is known for his sound batting technique. In his career, Dravid has scored nearly
25,000 runs in international cricket and is widely regarded as one of the greatest
batsmen in the history of cricket.
Dravid was the second highest scorer overall and top scorer for India across
formats, scoring 8,914 runs from 174 matches at an average of 54.02, including 19
hundreds.
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National Cricket Academy (NCA):
The National Cricket Academy (NCA) was established in 2000 and is located
in Chinnaswamy Stadium Bengaluru, Karnataka in India. The NCA was
founded under the idea of cricket administrator and former BCCI President Raj
Singh Dungarpur.
NCA provides training to the young cricketers who are identified as having the
potential to represent the Indian cricket team.

Magnus Carlsen of Norwaywon the 2019 Croatia Grand Chess Tour title
Magnus Carlsen of Norwaywon the 2019 Croatia Grand Chess Tour title. He
secured eight points and defeated Wesley So of United Stateswith seven
points. Viswanathan Anand ended up with 4.5 points and finished 11th.
Carlsen:
Sven Magnus Carlsen is a Norwegian chess grandmaster and the current World
Chess Champion. In addition to his success in classical chess, he is also a two-time
World Rapid Chess Champion and four-time World Blitz Chess Champion.
Grand Chess Tour 2019:
The Grand Chess Tour 2019 was featured by 8 tournaments, with 12 full
participants and 14 wild card participants. Out of the 8 tournaments, 6 tournaments
are rapid or blitz tournaments and 2 are classical tournaments.
The 12 full participants played in the classical events and in 3 of the 5 rapid/blitz
tournaments. As in 2018, the top 4 players after the 8 events will qualify for the
GCT Finals at the London Chess Classic.
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SCHEMES
CCEA approved for the launch of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana-lll
(PMGSY-III)
PM led-Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved for the
launch of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana-lll (PMGSY-III). It involves
consolidation of through Routes and Major Rural Links connecting habitations to
Gramin Agricultural Markets (GrAMs) to consolidate 125,000 Km road length in
the states. The project will be implemented from 2019-20 to 2024-25.
The states will have to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) before
launching of PMGSY-III in the respective states. This agreement is for providing
adequate funds for maintenance of roads constructed under PMGSY post 5-year
construction maintenance period.
PMGSY:
The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) was launched by the Govt. of
India to provide connectivity to unconnected Habitations as part of a poverty
reduction strategy. Under the programme about 1.67 lakh unconnected Habitations
are eligible. This involves construction of about 3.71 lakh km of roads for New
Connectivity and 3.68 lakh km. under upgradation.
Finance Minister announced the PMGSY-III scheme in the Budget Speech for the
year 2018-19. The CCEA in its meeting held on August 9, 2018 approved
continuation of PMGSY-I and II beyond 12th Five Year Plan and covering of
balance eligible habitations under PMGSY-I by March 2019, PMGSY-II, and
habitations under identified left wing extremism (LWE) blocks.
Cost:
The estimated cost of Rs.80,250 crore. The funds would be shared in the ratio of
60:40 between the Centre and state for all states except for eight north eastern and
three Himalayan states. The Centre will share Rs.53,800 crore and state will share
Rs.26,450 crore. Also for Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand
the ratio will be 90:10.
Progress:
A total of 599,090 Km road length has been constructed under the scheme since
inception till April, 2019, including of PMGSY-I, PMGSY-II and Road
Connectivity Project for Left Wing Extremism Area (RCPLWEA) scheme.
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Kerala launches Non Resident Keralites' Affairs (NORKA)
The kerala State government has decided to form Non Resident Keralites'
Affairs (NORKA), an Non-Resident Keralites (NRK) investment company which
aims to channel investments from overseas Keralites for major infrastructure
development in the state. The NRKs will hold 74 percent stake and the state
government will hold the remaining 26 percent stake. The government focuses to
utilise NRI investments for implementing various projects. Under NORKA, the
company can set up a special purpose vehicle (SPV) or subsidiary company for
the purpose.
NORKA:
The government of Kerala has launched department of Non Resident Keralites'
Affairs (NORKA) to redress the grievances of non resident Keralites. It aimed to
strengthen the relationship between the NRKs and the Government of Kerala and
the culmination of efforts for finding out solution to problems faced by NRK
community.
Aim:
NORKA Roots has been established by NORKA. It will act as a counsel for the
non-resident keralites. Non-Resident Keralites Welfare Agency has also been
established to implement schemes for the welfare and benefit of NRKs to
channelise their expertise and resources. It will do more activities in all spheres that
are connected with NRKs.
Functions:
NORKA can solve the petitions and take needed action on threats to the lives and
property of those who are left at home, tracing of missing persons abroad, sponsor
compensation, sponsors harassment, recruiting agents frauds, education facilities
for children of NRKs, more flights introduction, etc.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Shailesh Sadashiv Tinaikar resumed his office as the Force Commander of
UNMISS
Lieutenant General Shailesh Sadashiv Tinaikar has been newly appointed as the
Force Commander of the UN mission in South Sudan. He assumed charge
in Juba on July 6. The appointment was announced by the UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres in May.
Tinaikar:
Tinaikar has a long and distinguished career with the Indian Army spanning over
three decades. He graduated from the Indian Military Academy in 1983. He did his
Master of Philosophy (M Phil) in Defence and Strategic Studies from The
University of Madras, India. He was awarded in December 2014.
He served in the United Nations Angola Verification Mission III from 1996 to
1997. He served in the United Nations Mission in Sudan from 2008 to 2009. He has
served as the Additional Director General of Military Operations at Army
Headquarters from 2017 to 2018.
He was awarded the Vishisht Seva Medal and the Sena Medal for his
Distinguished Service. India is the second highest troop contributor to UNMISS,
as of March 2019. India contributed with 2,337 troops deployed with the mission.
United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS):
Formed on: 9 July 2011
Headquarters: Juba, South Sudan
Head: David Shearer
UNMISS is the United Nations'snewest peacekeeping mission for the recently
independent South Sudan. The unit became independent on 9 July 2011.

Arun Kumar is appointed as the head of Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA)
Arun Kumar is appointed as the head of aviation regulator Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) on 9 July. He is currently the additional secretary in the
Ministry of Civil Aviation. His appointment was approved by the PM
led-Appointments Committee of the Cabinet. Department of Personnel and
Training issued the order of the appointment.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 8 - July 14, 2019)

He will replace B S Bhullar, DGCA Chief. Bhullar was holding the office since
2016.
Mr. Kumar is an IAS officer of 1989 batch of Haryana cadre. Mr.Arun was heading
the DGCA as an additional charge between 31 May and 9 July 2019.
DGCA:
The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is the regulator of the civil
aviation. It is headquartered in New Delhi. It functions under the Ministry of Civil
Aviation. The body investigates the aviation accidents and incidents.

MN Rao appointed DG of Fire Services, Civil Defence and Home Guard
The central government appointed M Nageswar Rao, Additional Director of CBI
as the Director General of Fire Services, Civil Defence and Home Guard.
He will continue to hold the post till superannuation in July 2020.
He will replace former CBI Chief Alok Verma.
The Supreme Court held Rao guilty of Contempt of Court for transferring the
investigating officer heading the probe in Muzaffarpur shelter home case in
violation of the orders of Apex Court.
About CBI
Headquarters: New Delhi
Founder: Government of India
Founded: 1963
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Population Day is observed on 11 July
World Population Day was observed on July 11. It is observedevery year. The
day focuses towards the urgency and the significance of issues related to
population. The Day has been celebrated for nearly three decades now.
The Day brings the attention on the consequences of increasing population and how
it affects the overall development plans and programmes.Significance of the Day:
World Population Day is meant to raise awareness about solutions related to the
issues of growing population. One of the greatest threat that growing population
faces is the quick depletion of natural resources and the threat that it poses to
sustainability.
On this day, every individual must realise the responsibility they have towards one
another. Several organisations like International Organisations like United Nation
Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA), governments and non-governmental
organisations conducts educational activities and other events on this day.History:
The event was first suggested by the Governing Council of the United Nations
Development Programme(UNDP) in 1989. Dr. K.C.Zachariah suggested the
day in which population reached Five Billion when he worked as Senior
Demographer at World Bank on 11 July 1987.
The total population in the world is 7.7 billion as per 1 July 2019. The list of top 10
highest populated countries is given below:
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BOOKS & AUTHORS
Vice President of India Venkaiah Naidu released a book titled Vivekadeepini
Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu released a book titled
Vivekadeepini, a concise book of aphorisms. It was initially written by Adi
Shankaracharya who is one of Indias greatest spiritual and literary geniuses.
Vivekadeepini:
Vivekadeepini is a summary of Prashnottara Ratnamalika written by Adi
Shankaracharya.
The book has compiled a select 36 verses drawn from 67 verses of Prashnottara
Ratnamalika. The verses are written in Question-Answer format. It contains
universal truths and are the starting point for reflection.
Book in 10 languages: The book has been translated into ten languages namely
English, Hindi, Bengali, Kannada, Telugu, Tamil, Malayalam, Marathi Gujarati and
Odia. It has shown the glimpses of Indias wisdom in most lucid language.
The Vice President in the book has stressed the need to create a society that actually
demonstrates share and care, which was the core of Indian philosophy.
Adi Shankaracharya:
Shankaracharya is an 8th century (788 AD) Indian philosopher and theologian. He
is associated with Maya Theory, Advaita Vedanata (Non-Dualism), Tarak
Brahma.
His books are Bhashya- commentaries on Gita and other texts, Prakaran
Granths.
He founded Dashanami Sampradaya, Hindu monastic tradition of single-staff
renunciation.
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AGREEMENTS, MOU
ISRO signs contract with Glavkosmos for the selection support, medical
examination and space training
Indian Space Agency, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), has signed a
contract with Glavkosmos, a Russian company. The agreement aims for the
selection support, medical examination and space training of Indian astronauts
for the countrys proposed maiden manned space mission Gaganyaan.
Agreement:
Signed by: The signing of the contract was done by Glavkosmos first Deputy
Director General Natalia Lokteva and S Unnikrishnan Nair, Director of Human
Space Flight Centre (HSFC) of ISRO.
Under the contract, the work will be provided with support of the Federal State
Budget Organisation named Yu.A. Gagarin Research & Test Cosmonaut
Training Center and Institute of Biomedical Problems of the Russian Academy
of Sciences.
ISRO agreement with IAF:
ISRO has already an agreement with Indian Air Force (IAF) for future manned
space missions under the Gaganyaan project. As per the agreement, the crew
selection and training was to be conducted at ISROs Human Space Flight Centre to
develop life support systems, crew training and planning.
Glavkosmos:
Glavkosmos was established in 1985 and headquartered in Moscow, Russia. It is a
Russian launch service provide. It functions under the state
corporation Roscosmos.
Gaganyaan Mission:
Gaganyaan is an Indian crewed orbital spacecraft. The mission is intended to be
the basis of the Indian Human Spaceflight Programme.
It was announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2018. It was approved by
the Union Cabinet in 2018. The mission worth Rs. 10,000 crore.
The Programme is aimed to be launched by December 2021. The spacecraft is
being designed to carry three people, and a planned upgraded version will be
equipped with rendezvous and docking capability.
A heavy-lift rocket is to be released in orbit around the Earth at an altitude of
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350-400km for about a week.
ISRO has planned to send two unmanned missions before the main mission.

Prasar Bharati signs MoU with IIT Kanpur for research collaboration
Indias largest public broadcasting agency, Prasar Bharati signed an
MoU(Memorandum of Understanding) with IIT, Kanpur(Indian Institute of
Technology)
The purpose is for research collaboration in newly emerging technologies and
broadcasting-related areas in New Delhi.
This will help in boosting research activities in the broadcasting field.
The areas of cooperation which includes Direct to mobile broadcasting,
Convergence of 5G, Artificial Intelligence(AI), Incubation Centre and internship
for students of IIT, Kanpur at Prasar Bharati .
The engagement with IIT, Kanpur on Research and Development and innovation
are very important as it is the onus of the largest public broadcaster
The main aim is to develop and shape the future with emerging technologies.
The MoU will be effective from today and remain in force for a period of five
years.
The institutes may extend the term in writing through mutual agreement.
About Prasar Bharati:
Headquarters: New Delhi
CEO: Shashi Shekhar Vempati
Founded: 23 November 1997
Chairman: Dr. A. Surya Prakash
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BUDGET / TAXES
Union Budget Highlights 2019 - 2020
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman presented a union budget for the financial
year 2019 - 2020. The main aim is to boost investment at a time when the economy
shows signs of a slowdown.
It is the Bharatiya Janata Party, which is led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The key highlights of union Budget 2019 are given below :
A 10-point Vision for the decade
Building Team India with Jan Bhagidari Minimum Government Maximum
Governance.
To Achieve green Mother Earth and Blue Skies through a pollution-free
India.
Making Digital India reach every sector of the economy.
Launching Gaganyan, Chandrayan, other Space and Satellite programs.
Building physical and social infrastructure.
Water, water management, clean rivers.
Blue Economy.
Self-sufficiency and export of food-grains, pulses, oilseeds, fruits and
vegetables.
Achieving a healthy society via Ayushman Bharat, well-nourished women &
children, the safety of citizens.
Emphasis on MSMEs, Start-ups, defence manufacturing, automobiles,
electronics, fabs and batteries, and medical devices under Make in India.
Aim: Towards a 5 Trillion Dollar Economy
Indian economy to become a 3 trillion dollar economy in the current financial year
2019 - 2020.
Union Government aspires to make India a 5 trillion dollar economy.
The basic need for investment in are Infrastructure and Digital economy.
Job creation in small and medium firms.
Initiatives to be proposed for kick-starting the virtuous cycle of investments.
The Common man's life changed through MUDRA loans.
New Measures related to MSMEs:
Pradhan Mantri Karam Yogi Maindhan Scheme Pension benefits about three crore
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retail traders & small shopkeepers.
There will be an annual turnover of less than Rs. 1.5 crore.
The Enrolment to be kept simple, requiring only Aadhaar, bank account, and a selfdeclaration.
Around Rs. 350 crore allocated for FY 2019-20 for 2% interest subvention to all
GST-registered MSMEs under the Interest Subvention Scheme for MSMEs.
Payment platform for MSMEs to be created to enable filing of bills and payment
thereof, to eliminate delays in government payments.
India developed payment ecosystem for transport, based on National Common
Mobility Card (NCMC) standards.
It is launched in March 2019.
Inter-operable transport card runs on Rupay card would allow the holders to pay for
bus travel, toll taxes, parking charges, retail shopping.
Bharatmala and Sagarmala projects, Jal Marg Vikas and UDAN Schemes
State road networks to be developed in the second phase of Bharatmala project. The
Navigational capacity of Ganga to be enhanced via multi-modal terminals at
Sahibganj and Haldia.
It is a navigational lock at Farakka by 2019-20 under Jal Marg Vikas Project Four
times increase in the next four years .
It leads to cheaper freight and passenger movement and reducing the import bill.
Public-private-Partnership proposed for development and completion of tracks,
rolling stock manufacturing and delivery of passenger freight services.
Around 657 kilometers of Metro Rail network has become operational across the
country.
Policy interventions to be made for the development of Maintenance, Repair, and
Overhaul (MRO) to achieve self- reliance in the aviation segment.
India for aircraft financing and leasing activities from Indian shores laid by the
Government.
An outlay of Rs. 10,000 crore for 3 years approved for Phase-II of FAME Scheme.
Only advanced-battery-operated and registered e-vehicles to be incentivized under
FAME Scheme.
Power at affordable rates to states ensured under 'One Nation, One Grid'. Blueprints
to be made available for gas grids, water grids, i-ways, and regional airports.
The High-Level Empowered Committee (HLEC) recommendations to be
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implemented: Retirement of old & inefficient plants.
The low utilization of gas plant capacity due to paucity of Natural Gas. Crosssubsidy surcharges, undesirable duties on open access sales or captive generation
for industrial and other bulk power consumers to be removed under Ujjwal
DISCOM Assurance Yojana (UDAY).
Measures to enhance the sources Of capital for infrastructure financing: Credit
Guarantee Enhancement Corporation to be set up in 2019-2020.
Action plan to be put in place to deepen the market for long term bonds with focus
on infrastructure.
Proposed transfer/sale of investments by Fiis/FPls (in debt securities issued by IDF
NBFCs) to any domestic investor within the specified lock-in period. Measures to
deepen bond markets.
Stock exchanges enabled to allow AA rated bonds as collateral. user-friendliness of
trading platforms for corporate bonds to be reviewed.
Social stock exchange: Electronic fundraising platform under the regulatory ambit
of SEBI.
To raise capital as equity, debt or as units like a mutual fund. SEBI to consider
raising the threshold for a minimum public shareholding in listed companies
The range is from 25% to 35%.
Know Your Customer (KYC) norms for Foreign Portfolio Investors to be made
more investor-friendly.
Government to supplement efforts by RBI to get retail investors to invest in
government treasury bills and securities with further institutional development
using stock exchanges.
Measures to make India a more attractive FDI destination:
FDI in sectors like aviation, media (animation, AVGC) and insurance sectors can
be opened further after the multi-stakeholder examination.
Insurance Intermediaries to get 100% FDI.
Local sourcing norms to be eased for FDI in Single Brand Retail sector.
Government to organize an annual Global Investors Meet in India
They use the National Infrastructure Investment Fund (NIIF) as an anchor to get all
three sets of global players (pension, insurance and sovereign wealth funds).
New Space India Limited (NSIL), a PSE, incorporated as a commercial arm of the
Department of Space.
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The benefits of the Research & Development carried out by ISRO like the
commercialization of products like launch vehicles, transfer to technologies and
marketing of space products.
Direct Taxes
Tax rate reduced to 25% for companies with annual turnover up to Rs. 400 crore.
The Surcharge increased on individuals having taxable income from Rs. 2 crores to
Rs. 5 crore and Rs. 5 crores.
India's Ease of Doing Business ranking under the category of 'paying taxes' jumped
from 172 in 2017 to 121 in 2019.
Direct tax revenue increased by over 78% in the past 5 years to Rs. 11.37 lakh crore
Affordable housing
Additional deduction up to Rs. 1.5 lakhs for interest paid on loans borrowed up to
31st March 2020 for purchase of house valued up to Rs. 45 lakh. The overall
benefit of around Rs. 7 lakh over a loan period of 15 years.
Boost to Electric Vehicles
Additional income tax deduction of Rs. 1.5 lakh on interest paid on electric vehicle
loans. Customs duty exempted on certain parts of electric vehicles.
Other Direct Tax measures
Simplification of tax laws to reduce genuine hardships of taxpayers: Higher tax
threshold for launching prosecution for non-filing of returns.
Relief for Start-ups Capital
It gains exemptions from sale of residential house for investment in start-ups
extended till FY21.
'Angel tax' issue resolved- start-ups and investors providing information in their
returns not to be subjected to any kind of scrutiny in respect of valuations of share
premiums.
Funds raised by start-ups to not require scrutiny from Income Tax Department o Everification mechanism for establishing the identity of the investor and source of
funds.
Special administrative arrangements for pending assessments and grievance
redressal No inquiry in such cases by the Assessing Officer without obtaining
approval of the supervisory officer.
NBFCs
Interest on certain bad or doubtful debts by deposit-taking as well as systemically
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important non-deposit taking NBFCs to be taxed in the year.
International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) Direct tax incentives proposed for
an IFSC: 100 % profit-linked deduction in any ten-year block within a fifteen-year
period.
Exemption from dividend distribution tax from current and accumulated income to
companies and mutual funds.
Exemptions on capital gain to Category-iii Alternative Investment Funds (AIFs).
Exemption to interest payment on loan taken from non-residents. Securities
Transaction Tax (STT)
STT restricted only to the difference between settlement and strike price in case of
exercise of options.
Indirect Taxes
Basic Customs Duty increased on cashew kernels, PVC, tiles, auto parts, marble
slabs, optical fibre cable, CCTV camera.
Exemptions from Custom Duty on certain electronic items now manufactured in
India withdrawn.
End use based exemptions on palm stearin, fatty oils withdrawn. Exemptions to
various kinds of papers withdrawn.
5% Basic Custom Duty imposed on imported books.
Customs duty reduced on certain raw materials such as: Inputs for artificial kidney
and disposable sterilised dialyser and fuels for nuclear power plants etc.
Capital goods required for manufacture of specified electronic goods.
Defence
Defence equipment not manufactured in India exempted from basic customs duty
Other Indirect Tax provisions Export duty rationalised on raw and semi-finished
leather.
Increase in Special Additional Excise Duty and Road and Infrastructure Cess each
by Rs. 1 per litre on petrol and diesel.
Custom duty on gold and other precious metals increased Legacy Dispute
Resolution Scheme for quick closure of pending litigations in Central Excise and
Service tax from pre-GST regime.
Other Indirect Tax provisions
Export duty rationalised on raw and semi-finished leather Increase in Special
Additional Excise Duty and Road and Infrastructure Cess each by Rs. 1 per litre on
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petrol and diesel.
Custom duty on gold and other precious metals increased Legacy Dispute
Resolution Scheme for quick closure of pending litigations in Central Excise and
Service tax from pre-GST regime.
Grameen Bharat / Rural India Ujjwala Yojana and Saubhagya Yojana
The lives of every rural family, dramatically improving ease of their living.
Electricity and clean cooking facility to all willing rural families by 2022.
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana Gramin (PMAY-G) aims to achieve "Housing for
All" by 2022:
Eligible beneficiaries to be provided 1.95 crore houses with amenities like toilets,
electricity and LPG connections during its second phase (2019-20 to 2021-22).
Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMSSY) A robust fisheries management
framework through PMMSY to be established by the Department of Fisheries.
To address critical gaps in the value chain including infrastructure, modernization,
traceability, production, productivity, post-harvest management, and quality
control. Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY)
Target of connecting the eligible and feasible habitations advanced from 2022 to
2019 with 97% of such habitations already being provided with all weather
connectivity.
Around 30,000 kilometers of PMGSY roads have been built using Green
Technology, Waste Plastic and Cold Mix Technology, thereby reducing carbon
footprint kilometers of road length to be upgraded over the next five years under
PMGSY Ill with an estimated cost of RS. 80,250 crore.
Private entrepreneurships to be supported in driving value-addition to farmers'
produce from the field and for those from allied activities.
Dairying through cooperatives to be encouraged by creating infrastructure for cattle
feed manufacturing, milk procurement, processing & marketing. 10,000 new
Farmer Producer Organizations to be formed to ensure economies of scale for
farmers. Government to work with State Governments to allow farmers to benefit
from e-NAM.
Zero Budget Farming in which few states' farmers are already being trained to be
replicated in other states.
Focus on integrated demand and supply side management of water at the local
level. Convergence with other Central and State Government Schemes to achieve
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its objectives.
Around 1592 critical and over exploited Blocks spread across 256 District being
identified for the Jal Shakti Abhiyan.
Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA)
fund can be used for this purpose.
About Shahree Bharat/ Urban India
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana Urban (PMAY-Urban)
Over 81 lakh houses with an investment of about Rs. 4.83 lakh crore sanctioned of
which construction started in about 47 lakh houses.
Over 26 lakh houses completed of which nearly 24 lakh houses delivered to the
beneficiaries.
Around 13 lakh houses so far constructed using new technologies. More than 95%
of cities also declared Open Defecation Free (ODF).
Almost 1 crore citizens have downloaded Swachhata App.
Gandhiji's resolve of Swachh Bharat to make India ODF by 2nd October 2019.
Rashtriya Swachhta Kendra inaugurated at Gandhi Darshan, Rajghat on 2nd
October, 2019.
Youth
Youth New National Education Policy brought which proposes Major changes in
both school and higher education Better Governance systems Greater focus on
research and innovation.
The National Research Foundation (NRF) proposed to fund, coordinate and
promote research in the country.
To assimilate independent research grants given by various Ministries.
To strengthen overall research ecosystem in the country.
Ease Of Living
About 30 lakh workers joined the Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan Scheme
that provides Rs. 3,000 per month as pension on attaining the age of 60
Approximately 35 crore LED bulbs distributed under UJALA Yojana leading to
cost saving of Rs. 18,341 crore annually.
Solar stoves and battery chargers to be promoted using the approach of LED bulbs
mission. A massive program of railway station modernization to be launched. Nari
Tu Narayani/women
Approach shift from women-centric-policy making to women-led movements.
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India's Soft Power
Proposal to consider issuing Aadhaar Card for NRls with Indian Passports on their
arrival without waiting for 180 days.
Mission to integrate traditional artisans with global markets proposed, with
necessary patents and geographical indicators.
Around 18 new Indian diplomatic Missions in Africa approved in March, 2018, out
of which 5 already opened.
Another 4 new Embassies intended in 2019-20.
The Indian Development Assistance Scheme (IDEAS) proposed17 iconic Tourism
Sites being developed into model world class tourist destinations.
The Present digital repository aimed at preserving rich tribal cultural heritage, to be
strengthened. Banking and Financial Sector NPAs of commercial banks reduced by
over Rs. 1 lakh crore over the last year.
Banking and Financial Sector
NPAs of commercial banks reduced by over Rs. 1 lakh crore over the last year.
Record recovery of over Rs. 4 lakh crore affected over the last four years. Provision
coverage ratio at its highest in seven years.
Domestic credit growth increased to 13.8%.
Measures related to PSBs: Rs. 70,000 crore proposed to be provided to PSBs to
boost credit.
PSBs to leverage technology, offering online personal loans and doorstep banking,
and enabling customers of one PSBs to access services across all PSBs. The
Reforms to be undertaken to strengthen governance in PSBs.
Measures related to NBFCs:
Proposals for strengthening the regulatory authority of RBI over NBFCs to be
placed in the Finance Bill.
Proposals for strengthening the regulatory authority of RBI over NBFCs to be
placed in the Finance Bill.
The requirement of creating a Debenture Redemption Reserve will be done away
with to allow NBFCs to raise funds in public issues. Steps to allow all NBFCs to
directly participate on the TReDS platform.
The return of regulatory authority from NHB to RBI proposed, over the housing
finance sector. Rs. 100 lakh crore investment in infrastructure intended over the
next five years.
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The committee proposed to recommend the structure and required flow of funds
through development finance institutions. The major steps to be taken to separate
the NPS Trust from PFRDA.
The Reduction in Net Owned Fund requirement from Rs. 5,000 crore to Rs. 1,000
crore proposed.
Measures related to CPSEs:
The target of Rs. 1, 05,000 crore of disinvestment receipts set for the FY 2019-20.
Government to reinitiate the process of strategic disinvestment of Air India, and to
offer more CPSEs for strategic participation by the private sector.
The Government to undertake strategic sale of PSIJs and continue to consolidate
PSUs in the non-financial space.
Government to consider going to an appropriate level below 51% in PSUs where
the government control is still to be retained on a case to case basis. Present policy
of retaining 51% Government stake to be modified to retaining 51% stake inclusive
of the stake of Government controlled institutions. Retail participation in CPSEs to
be encouraged.
To provide additional investment space:
Union Government to realign its holding in CPSEs Banks to permit greater
availability of its shares and to improve depth of its market. Government to offer an
investment option in ETFs on the lines of Equity Linked Savings Scheme (ELSS).
This will also have a beneficial impact on demand situation for the government
securities in the domestic market.
Achievements during 2014-19
Around 1 trillion dollar added to Indian economy over the last 5 years (compared to
over 55 years taken to reach the first trillion dollar).
India is now the 6th largest economy in the world, compared to 11th largest five
years ago.
Indian economy is globally the 3rd largest in Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) terms.
Strident commitment to fiscal discipline and a rejuvenated Centre-State dynamic
provided during 2014-19.
The Structural reforms in indirect taxation, bankruptcy and real estate carried out.
The average amount spent on food security per year almost doubled during 2014-19
compared to 2009-14.
The Patents issued more than trebled in 2017-18 as against the number in 2014.
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INDEX / LIST
UN Development Programme (UNDP) has released its Global
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 2019
The UN Development Programme (UNDP) has released its Global
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 2019. The report said that in the 101
countries assessed there are 31 low income, 68 middle income and 2 high income
and about 1.3 billion people are multi- dimensionally poor.
The 2019 global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) provides the detailed
information to the policy makers who needs effectively target their policies. The
MPI sheds light on disparities in how people experience poverty, revealing vast
inequalities among countries and among the poor themselves.
MPI:
The MPI parameter of the Index explored the ways in which people experience
poverty in their health, education, and standard of living beyond income as the
sole indicator for poverty.
This years MPI results show that more than two-thirds of the multidimensionally
poor 886 million people live in middle-income countries. A further 440 million live
in low-income countries. In both groups, data show, simple national averages can
hide enormous inequality in patterns of poverty within countries.
In India there were 271 million fewer people in poverty in 2016 than in 2006, while
in Bangladesh the number dropped by 19 million between 2004 and 2014.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Third edition of International Sunflower Seed and Oil Conference(lSSOC)
2019 will be held in ____________
A.Hyderabad
B.Mumbai
C.Chennai
D.Bengaluru

Answer B
Explanation Third edition of International Sunflower Seed and Oil Conference(lSSOC) 2019
will be held in Mumbai.

2) Who is nominated by European Union leaders to lead EU Commission?
A.Mette Frederiksen
B.Charles Michel
C.Nicos Anastasiades
D.Ursula von der Leyen

Answer D
Explanation European Union leader Ursula von der Leyen to lead EU Commission.

3) Which bank acquires 9.47% stake in Eveready Industries by invoking
pledged shares?
A.RBL Bank
B.Yes Bank
C.State Bank of India
D.Dena Bank

Answer B
Explanation Yes Bank acquires 9.47% stake in Eveready Industries by invoking pledged
shares.The acquisition comes after the Indian tea company McLeod Russel on repayment of
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credit facilities. McLeod's debt is about Rs.l ,800 - 2,000 crore.

4) Who signed an MoU with NeGD to develop revamped app
A.Indian Army
B.Indian Navy
C.Indian Police
D.Indian Air Force

Answer A
Explanation Indian Army signed an MoU with NeGD to develop revamped app.They are the
part of Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY)They will maintain the
centralised database for personnel, equipment and major stores to provide management-related
information to Integrated Headquarters of Ministry of Defence (Army).

5) Who won a silver medal for India in World Youth Cup 2019
A.Dinesh Kumar
B.Vikram Sharma
C.Arinjeeta Dey
D.Ramesh Kumar

Answer C
Explanation Arinjeeta Dey won a silver medal for India in World Youth Cup 2019.Karate girl,
Arinjeeta Dey (Barasat, West Bengal) won a silver medal under the 12 category in the World
Youth Cup 2019 .The competition was held in Umag, Croatia(from July 1 to July 5, 2019).

6) Who retains top position among batsmen in latest ICC rankings
A.MS Dhoni
B.Virat Kohli
C.Vijay Shankar
D.Suresh Raina

Answer B
Explanation Virat Kohli retains top position among batsmen in latest ICC rankings.Team India
skipper Virat Kohli retained the top position among batsmen in the latest ICC rankings.
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7) Bi-cycle sharing scheme to be introduced in ___________
A.New Delhi
B.Puducherry
C.TamilNadu
D.Kerala

Answer B
Explanation Bi-cycle sharing scheme to be introduced in Puducherry.Puducherry smart city
development plan launched a bicycle sharing schemeIt is to be introduced in Puducherry in a
couple of months.

8) Centre fixes price for Sovereign Gold Bonds at ____________ per gram
A.4,566 per gram
B.8,655 per gram
C.7,866 per gram
D.3,443 per gram

Answer D
Explanation Centre fixes price for Sovereign Gold Bonds at 3,443 per gram.The union
government fixed the price at Rs 3,443 per gram for the new series of sovereign gold bonds
(SGBs).

9) Iraq's ____________listed as UNESCOs World Heritage Site
A.Mosul
B.Basrah
C.Babylon
D.Sinjar

Answer C
Explanation Iraq's Babylon listed as UNESCOs World Heritage Site.United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizations (UNESCO) World Heritage Committee voted
to list sprawling Mesopotamian metropolis of Babylon as a World Heritage Site (WHS) 30 years
of lobbying efforts by Iraq.
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10) YES Bank acquires ______ stake in Eveready Industries by invoking
pledged shares
A.24.25%
B.9.47%
C.10.25%
D.16.25%

Answer B
Explanation YES Bank acquires 9.47 stake in Eveready Industries by invoking pledged shares.

11) Who is the CEO of Yes Bank
A.Dinesh Kumar
B.Ravneet Gill
C.Sanjeev Gupta
D.Rajesh Sharma

Answer B
Explanation Ravneet Gill is the CEO of Yes Bank.YES Bank acquired a 9.47 % stake in dry cell
battery maker, Eveready Industries India by invoking shares pledged by McLeod Russel.

12) Who is the chairman of ICC Board?
A.Vikram kumar
B.Dinesh Gupta
C.Shashank Manohar
D.Ramesh Kumar

Answer C
Explanation Shashank Manohar is the chairman of ICC Board.Team India skipper Virat Kohli
retained the top position among batsmen in the latest ICC rankings.

13) ______edition of International Sunflower Seed and Oil
Conference(lSSOC) 2019 will be held in Mumbai
A.3rd
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B.5th
C.7th
D.9th

Answer A
Explanation 3rd edition of International Sunflower Seed and Oil Conference(lSSOC) 2019 will
be held in Mumbai.The function will take place in Maharashtra, Mumbai.The main aim to
encourage better communications among sunflower oil producers, and industry groups.

14) Which bank announced its exit from Global Equities and trading
Business?
A.Deutsche Bank
B.Royal Bank of Scotland
C.Barclays Bank
D.HSBC India

Answer A
Explanation Deutsche Bank, the German bank, announced that it is to pull out of global equities
sales and trading, scale back investment banking. It plans to reduce adjusted costs by a quarter to
17 billion euros ($19 billion) over the next several years. The decision of the bank will cut down
18,000 jobs for a global headcount of around 74,000 employees by 2022. The move comes after
the departure of the chief Garth Ritchie by mutual agreement.

15) Where is the headquarters of Deutsche Bank located?
A.France
B.Germany
C.Italy
D.Spain

Answer B
Explanation Deutsche Bank operates in 58 countries. It is the 15th largest bank in the world by
total assets. It is founded on 1870. It is headquartered at Frankfurt, Germany.

16) Hong Kong government has approved a relief fund of over ________ for
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the cyclone-hit Odisha.
A.USD 100,000
B.USD 500,000
C.USD 900,000
D.USD 400,000

Answer C
Explanation The Hong Kong government has approved a relief fund and rehabilitation work in
of over USD 900,000 for the cyclone-hit Odisha. It will benefit around 45,100 victims in Odisha.
The fund will be used to provide hygiene kits, kitchen kits, water kits, education kits, household
items, and shelter kits.

17) What is the currency of Hong kong?
A.Hong Kong Renminbi
B.Hong Kong rupee
C.Hong Kong ruble
D.Hong Kong dollar

Answer D
Explanation The Hong Kong dollar is the official currency of Hong Kong . It is subdivided into
100 cents. The Hong Kong Monetary Authority is the governmental currency board and also the
de facto central bank for Hong Kong and the Hong Kong dollar.

18) Whose statue was unveiled in the Varanasi Airport?
A.Lal Bahadur Shastri
B.Jawaharlal Nehru
C.Mahatma Gandhi
D.A. P. J. Abdul Kalam

Answer A
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled statue of former PM of India Lal Bahadur
Shastri at Varanasi airport on 6 July. He unveiled the statue during his visit to Varanasi to launch
BJP's membership drive. PM Modi launched a tree plantation drive after unveiling the Statue.
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19) In which year did the Salt March happen?
A.1919
B.1923
C.1930
D.1935

Answer C
Explanation The Salt March, which took place from March to April 1930 in India, was an act of
civil disobedience led by Mohandas Gandhi to protest British rule in India.

20) Jai Jawan Jai Kisan slogan was introduced by __________.
A.Sucheta Kriplani
B.Bhagat Singh
C.Dr. Rajendra Prasad
D.Lal Bahadur Shastri

Answer D
Explanation Jai Jawan Jai Kisan was a slogan of the second Prime Minister of India Lal Bahadur
Shastri in 1965 at a public gathering at Ramlila Maidan, Delhi.

21) Which city recently entered into the UNESCO World Heritage Site list for
its iconic architectural legacy?
A.Mangaluru
B.Ahmedabad
C.Jaipur
D.Kolkata

Answer C
Explanation The walled city of Jaipur has entered into the UNESCO World Heritage Site list on
July 6. Jaipur is well known for its iconic architectural legacy. It has become the second city of
the country to enter into the UNESCO World Heritage Site after Ahmedabad.

22) Who is the Director-General of UNESCO?
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A.Mara Fernanda Espinosa Garcs
B.Audrey Azoulay
C.Joyce Msuya
D.Antnio Guterres

Answer B
Explanation The Director-General of UNESCO is Audrey Azoulay. UNESCO works for peace
and security by promoting international collaboration in education, sciences, and culture. This
will increase universal respect for justice.

23) Where is the headquarters of United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) located?
A.Paris, France
B.Rome, Italy
C.Stockholm, Sweden
D.Madrid, Spain

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is
a one of the specialized agencies of the United Nations (UN). It is headquartered in Paris, France.

24) In which State is Jaipur located?
A.Maharashtra
B.Gujarat
C.Rajasthan
D.Odisha

Answer C
Explanation Jaipur is the capital of Indias Rajasthan state. It evokes the royal family that once
ruled the region and that, in 1727, founded what is now called the Old City, or Pink City for its
trademark building color.

25) Which of the following Indian City is called the Pink City?
A.Surat
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B.Jaipur
C.Indore
D.Patna

Answer B
Explanation Jaipur is the capital of Indias Rajasthan state. It evokes the royal family that once
ruled the region and that, in 1727, founded what is now called the Old City, or Pink City for its
trademark building color.

26) Which Country conducted a mega clean-up campaign in Mount Everest?
A.China
B.Nepal
C.India
D.Bhutan

Answer B
Explanation Nepal conducted a month-long cleaning campaign to clean the trashes in Mount
Everest by collecting over 10,000 kg of rubbish from the region. The historical mega clean-up
campaign was coordinated by government and non-government agencies of Nepal. A dedicated
Sherpa team from the base camp to four higher camps collected waste from the roof of the world.

27) The Nepal government has laid a provision that if a climber brings back at
least _______ of garbage then it will refund the charges to climb the Mount.
A.2 kg
B.4 kg
C.6 kg
D.8 kg

Answer D
Explanation As per the Nepal's regulation, the country charges $11,000 as royalty and $710 for a
Nepali climber to scale the 8,848-meter-tall mountain. The Nepal government has laid a provision
that if a climber brings back at least 8 kg of garbage then it will refund. It has been claimed that
piles of trash are still found in the mountain. If it prevails, it will cause an adverse impact on
health and the environment.
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28) Which team won the FIFA Womens World Cup 2019?
A.China
B.Australia
C.US
D.UK

Answer C
Explanation The U.S. womens national soccer team (USWNT) won the FIFA Womens World
Cup for a record-extending fourth time on July 7 in Lyon, France. The team defeated the
Netherlands and secured 2-0 to win the womens World Cup. This win is a record-extending
fourth time for the U.S. womens national soccer team.

29) When was the first time FIFA Women's World Cup conducted?
A.1991
B.1995
C.2000
D.2008

Answer A
Explanation The FIFA Womens World Cup competition is being held every four years since
1991. U.S. womens national soccer team (USWNT) won its first World Cup in 1991 in China.

30) Who is the President of France?
A.Nicolas Sarkozy
B.Emmanuel Macron
C.Sergio Mattarella
D.Frank-Walter Steinmeier

Answer B
Explanation Emmanuel Jean-Michel Frdric Macron is a French politician serving as President of
the French Republic since 2017. He won the election on 7 May 2017 with 66.1% of the vote in
the second round. At age 39, Macron became the youngest president of France in history and
appointed douard Philippe to be Prime Minister.
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31) Where was the FIFA Womens World Cup 2019 held?
A.Lyon, France
B.Beijing, China
C.Canberra, Australia
D.London, Uk

Answer A
Explanation The 2019 FIFA Women's World Cup was the eighth edition of the FIFA Women's
World Cup, the quadrennial international football championship contested by 24 women's
national teams representing member associations of FIFA. It took place between 7 June and 7
July 2019 in Lyon, France.

32) _______ named among best performing states in 'Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao' scheme
A.Himachal Pradesh
B.Uttarkhand
C.Andhra Pradesh
D.Kerala

Answer B
Explanation Uttarkhand named among best performing states in 'Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao'
scheme.The main aim is to address declining child sex ratio and issues of women empowerment.

33) World's largest burn and plastic surgery institute inaugurated in
__________
A.Paksitan
B.Sri Lanka
C.Bangaladesh
D.Bhutan

Answer C
Explanation World's largest burn and plastic surgery institute inaugurated in Bangaladesh.The
Outpatient Department (OPD) inaugurated by the Health and Family Welfare Minister of
Bangladesh Zahid Maleque.
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34) Which place in Italy added to UNESCO Heritage list recently?
A.Venice
B.Rome
C.Naples
D.Prosecco

Answer D
Explanation Italy Prosecco added to UNESCO Heritage list recently.The grapes produce the
famous prosecco sparkling wine are grown.The landscape is characterized by hogback hills,
ciglioni and small plots of vines on narrow grassy terraces, forests, small villages and farmland.

35) With Which country India will play semi final match at World Cup 2019?
A.South Africa
B.New Zealand
C.Australia
D.Sri Lanka

Answer B
Explanation India and New Zealand will play semifinal match at World Cup 2019.India won
seven out of their nine matches in the World Cup 2019 league stage.

36) Who is appointed as Director general of Fire Services, Civil Defence and
Home Guard?
A.Ramesh Kumar
B.M Nageswar Rao
C.Vikram Sharma
D.Dinesh Karthick

Answer B
Explanation M Nageswar Rao is appointed as Director general of Fire Services, Civil Defence
and Home Guard

37) _______ beats Peru in the final to lift the Copa America 2019 title
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A.Argentina
B.Bolivia
C.Brazil
D.Ecuador

Answer C
Explanation Brazil beats Peru in the final to lift the Copa America 2019 title.Brazil defeated
Peru with 3-1 scores to clinch the Copa America Title 2019 in the finals.

38) IOC removed __________suspension and allows participating in 2020
Olympics
A.Italy
B.Kuwait
C.Germany
D.Switzerland

Answer B
Explanation IOC removed Kuwait suspension and allows participating in 2020
Olympics.Kuwait suspended in October 2015 following under government interference with the
basic principles that govern the Olympic Movement.

39) ______ breaches uranium enrichment cap set by troubled 2015 nuclear
deal.
A.Indonesia
B.Iran
C.Iraq
D.Spain

Answer B
Explanation Iran breaches uranium enrichment cap set by troubled 2015 nuclear deal.Iran
surpassing the cap and reaching 4.5 percent enrichment announced by the country's atomic
energy organisation spokesman Behrouz Kamalvandi.

40) _______govt set target to become 1-trillion economy in coming years
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A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Kerala
D.Himachal Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation Uttar Pradesh govt set target to become 1-trillion economy in coming years.Uttar
Pradesh government set the target to become one trillion dollar economy in coming years .

41) Who is the President of Iran ?
A.Ali Larijani
B.Ali Khamenei
C.Hassan Rouhani
D.Eshaq Jahangiri

Answer C
Explanation Hassan Rouhani is the president of Iran.

42) Who is the President of Italy?
A.Oscar Luigi Scalfaro
B.Sergio Mattarella
C.Giorgio Napolitano
D.Sandro Pertini

Answer B
Explanation Sergio Mattarella is the President of Italy.

43) Uttar Pradesh govt set target to become _________economy in coming
years
A.3 Trillion
B.1 Trillion
C.6 Trillion
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D.8 Trillion

Answer B
Explanation Uttar Pradesh govt set target to become 1 Trillion economy in coming years.

44) Iran breaches uranium enrichment cap set by troubled ____nuclear deal
A.2020
B.2015
C.2016
D.2018

Answer B
Explanation Iran breaches uranium enrichment cap set by troubled 2015 nuclear deal.

45) Which one among the seven Central Armed Police Forces of India
conducted Operated Sudarshan to fortify the anti-infiltration grid along the
Pakistan border?
A.Assam Rifles
B.Border Security Force
C.Central Reserve Police Force
D.National Security Guard

Answer B
Explanation The Border Security Force (BSF) launched Operation Sudarshan, a massive
exercise, with an aim to fortify the anti-infiltration grid along the Pakistan border in Punjab and
Jammu. The operation was launched on July 1. BSF plans to finish the operation within a
fortnight and be at their bases by July 15.

46) Who is the Minister responsible for the Border Security Force (BSF)?
A.Amit Shah
B.Piyush Goyal
C.Nitin Gadkari
D.Narendra Singh Tomar
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Answer A
Explanation Border Security Force is one of the seven Central Armed Police Forces of India. It
is the primary border defence organisation of India. It aims to ensure the security of the borders
of India. It functions under Ministry of Home Affairs. Amit Shah, Minister of Home Affairs is
responsible for BSF.

47) Operation Sudarshan was carried ouot in the Pakistan border in
_________.
A.Jammu and Kashmir
B.Punjab and West Bengal
C.Punjab and Jammu
D.Punjab and JammuKashmir and West Bengal

Answer C
Explanation The Border Security Force (BSF) launched Operation Sudarshan, a massive
exercise, with an aim to fortify the anti-infiltration grid along the Pakistan border in Punjab and
Jammu. The operation was launched on July 1. BSF plans to finish the operation within a
fortnight and be at their bases by July 15.

48) Who is the Director General of the Border Security Force (BSF)?
A.Sukhdeep Sangwan
B.Rajiv Rai Bhatnagar
C.Sudeep Lakhtakia
D.Rajni Kant Mishra

Answer D
Explanation Rajni Kant Mishra is the Director General of the Border Security Force (BSF). BSF
is one of the seven Central Armed Police Forces of India. It is the primary border defence
organisation of India. It aims to ensure the security of the borders of India.

49) Brazil beats Peru in the final to lift the _________
A.FIFA World Cup
B.UEFA Champions League
C.UEFA European Championship
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D.Copa America 2019 title

Answer D
Explanation Brazil beats Peru in the final to lift the Copa America 2019 title.The 46th Edition of
Copa America held between 14 June to 7 July 2019 at 6 venues in the host country.

50) Who released the book titled Vivekadeepini?
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.Vice President Venkaiah Naidu
C.PM Narendra Modi
D.Minister Amit Shah

Answer B
Explanation Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu released a book titled
Vivekadeepini, a concise book of aphorisms. It was initially written by Adi Shankaracharya who
is one of Indias greatest spiritual and literary geniuses.

51) Who wrote the book Vivekadeepini initially?
A.Gautama Buddha
B.Vyasa
C.Adi Shankara
D.Nammalvar

Answer C
Explanation Vivekadeepini was initially written by Adi Shankaracharya who is one of Indias
greatest spiritual and literary geniuses.

52) The book Vivekadeepini has been translated into ______ languages.
A.10
B.11
C.13
D.15

Answer A
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Explanation The book Vivekadeepini has been translated into ten languages namely English,
Hindi, Bengali, Kannada, Telugu, Tamil, Malayalam, Marathi Gujarati and Odia. It has shown
the glimpses of Indias wisdom in most lucid language.

53) Who founded Dashanami Sampradaya, Hindu monastic tradition of singlestaff renunciation?
A.Mahavira
B.Gautama Buddha
C.Khana
D.Adi Shankara

Answer D
Explanation Shankaracharya founded Dashanami Sampradaya, Hindu monastic tradition of
single-staff renunciation. He is an 8th century (788 AD) Indian philosopher and theologian. He is
associated with Maya Theory, Advaita Vedanata (Non-Dualism), Tarak Brahma. His books are
Bhashya- commentaries on Gita and other texts, Prakaran Granths.

54) Adi Shankaracharya lived in _______ century.
A.6th
B.7th
C.8th
D.9th

Answer C
Explanation Adi Shankaracharya is an 8th century (788 AD) Indian philosopher and theologian.
He is associated with Maya Theory, Advaita Vedanata (Non-Dualism), Tarak Brahma. His books
are Bhashya- commentaries on Gita and other texts, Prakaran Granths.

55) ISRO signed contract with ________ for the selection support, medical
examination and space training.
A.Glavkosmos
B.NASA
C.JAXA
D.Chinese Space Agency
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Answer A
Explanation Indian Space Agency, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), has signed a
contract with Glavkosmos, a Russian company. The agreement aims for the selection support,
medical examination and space training of Indian astronauts for the countrys proposed maiden
manned space mission Gaganyaan.

56) Glavkosmos is a launch service provider which functions under
__________.
A.NASA
B.JAXA
C.Roscosmos
D.European space agency

Answer C
Explanation Glavkosmos was established in 1985 and headquartered in Moscow, Russia. It is a
Russian launch service provide. It functions under the state corporation Roscosmos.

57) How much did the Indian government allocate for the Gaganyaan Mission,
the Indian Human Spaceflight Programme?
A.Rs.5,000 crore
B.Rs.10,000 crore
C.Rs.12,000 crore
D.Rs.15,000 crore

Answer B
Explanation Gaganyaan is an Indian crewed orbital spacecraft. The mission is intended to be the
basis of the Indian Human Spaceflight Programme. It was announced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in 2018. It was approved by the Union Cabinet in 2018. The mission worth Rs.
10,000 crore.

58) Utkarsh 2022 is a _______ strategy to improve regulation and supervision,
among other functions of the central bank.
A.one term
B.three term
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C.four term
D.six term

Answer B
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) board has finalized Utkarsh 2022, a medium term
strategy, to improve regulation and supervision, among other functions of the central bank.

59) Which Bank has introduced the Utkarsh 2022 strategy?
A.RBI
B.Dena Bank
C.ICICI
D.RBS

Answer A
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) board has finalized Utkarsh 2022, a medium term
strategy, to improve regulation and supervision, among other functions of the central bank.

60) Who won the Copa America 2019 title?
A.Brazil
B.Peru
C.Italy
D.Spain

Answer A
Explanation Brazil won its first Copa America 2019 title since 2007. It defeated Peru and
secured 3-1. The team already owns the fifth and ninth Copa Amrica trophy. The event was
hosted by Brazil.Everton was named player of the final and also finished as one of the
tournament's top scorers with three goals. Dani Alves, Brazil's right-back, was awarded the player
of the tournament.

61) When was the Copa Amrica, the international men's association football
championship introduced?
A.1900
B.1916
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C.1934
D.1957

Answer B
Explanation The 2019 Copa Amrica was the 46th edition of the Copa Amrica, the international
men's association football championship. It was founded in 1916.

62) Which State government implemented the Centre's Witness Protection
Scheme 2018 for the first time in India?
A.Odisha
B.Bihar
C.Uttar Pradesh
D.Rajasthan

Answer A
Explanation The Odisha state government implemented the Centres Witness Protection Scheme
2018. Naveen Patnaik led Odisha govt. informed the Orissa High Court on 6 July. By this Odisha
became the first State to implement the Scheme.

63) Who won gold medal in the 53 kg category at the Grand Prix of Spain
2019?
A.Babita Kumari
B.Divya Kakran
C.Kavita Devi
D.Vinesh Phogat

Answer D
Explanation Indias top wrestler Vinesh Phogat won her first gold medal after shifting to 53kg
category and Divya Kakran claimed the top honours in the 68kg category at the Grand Prix of
Spain 2019 at Madrid, Spain. In the championship, India finished second with 130 points in team
championship behind Russia which secured 165.

64) Which ministry launched Immunocontraception Project?
A.Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC)
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B.Ministry of Commerce
C.Ministry of External Affairs
D.Ministry of Finance

Answer A
Explanation Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) launched
Immunocontraception Project.

65) __________ committed to expeditiously complete work on Kartarpur
corridor
A.Pakistan
B.India
C.Saudi Arabia
D.Indonesia

Answer B
Explanation India committed to expeditiously complete work on Kartarpur corridor.The pilgrims
have easy, smooth, secure and safe access to Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib throughout the year.

66) How many medals did India Won on Commonwealth Weightlifting
Championship?
A.18
B.15
C.13
D.16

Answer C
Explanation India Won 13 medals Commonwealth Weightlifting Championship.

67) Two new heavy-lift Chinook helicopters for IAF arrived at __________
A.Tuticorin Port, Tamil Nadu
B.Jawaharlal Nehru Port, Maharashtra
C.Mundra port, Gujarat
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D.Visakhapatnam Port, Andhra Pradesh

Answer C
Explanation Two new heavy-lift Chinook helicopters for IAF arrived at Mundra port, Gujarat.

68) Which operation Delhi Police Crime Branch rescued 333 children in 7
months?
A.Operation Steeplechase
B.Operation Vijay
C.Operation Milap
D.Operation Blue Star

Answer C
Explanation Operation Milap - Delhi Police Crime Branch rescued 333 children in 7 months.

69) Who holds bilateral meeting with the Indonesian Minister of Trade
Enggartiasto Lukita ?
A.Shri Prakash Javedakar
B.Shri Piyush Goyal
C.Shri Arun Jaitley
D.Shri Suresh Prabhu

Answer B
Explanation Shri Piyush Goyal holds the bilateral meeting with the Indonesian Minister of Trade
Enggartiasto Lukita.

70) Who chooses Ashutosh Gupta as country manager for India?
A.Myntra
B.LinkedIn
C.HDFC Bank
D.Coal India

Answer B
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Explanation LinkedIn chooses Ashutosh Gupta as country manager for India

71) Real estate groups CapitaLand Limited completes _________ acquisition
of Ascendas-Singbridge
A.$ 16 Billions
B.$ 8 billions
C.$ 10 Billions
D.$ 15 Billions

Answer B
Explanation Real estate groups CapitaLand Limited completes $ 8 billions acquisition of
Ascendas-Singbridge.

72) Who won NETPAC award in Bucheon film festival
A.Guesthouse
B.The Lodge
C.G affairs
D.Gully Boy

Answer D
Explanation Gully Boy won NETPAC award in Bucheon film festival.Film-maker Zoya
Akhtar's directorial 'Gully Boy' won the Network for the Promotion of Asian Cinema (NETPAC)
Award at the 23rd Bucheon International Fantastic Film Festival (BIFAN) in South Korea.

73) LinkedIn chooses __________ as country manager for India
A.Dinesh Rajan
B.Ashutosh Gupta
C.Ramesh Kumar
D.Vikram Kumar

Answer B
Explanation LinkedIn chooses Ashutosh Gupta as country manager for India.
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74) _________ became the only second Indian player to reach the 350-game
mark in ODI.
A.Virat Kholi
B.MS Dhoni
C.Rohit Sharma
D.Dinesh Karthik

Answer C
Explanation MS Dhoni became the only second Indian player to reach the 350-game mark in
One-Day International cricket (ODI). He has been tagged as one of the best finishers in the sport.
Dhoni led India from 2007 to 2017. Under Dhoni's captaincy won its second championship in the
cricket world cup. He also led India to No. 1 position in the ICC Rankings.

75) Who is the 1st Indian player to reach the 350-game mark in ODI?
A.Sachin Tendulkar
B.Kapil Dev
C.Sourav Ganguly
D.Rahul Dravid

Answer A
Explanation The first Indian to to reach the 350-game mark in ODI was Sachin Tendulkar.

76) Kyriakos Mitsotakis sworn in as the Prime Minister of ______
A.Brazil
B.Greece
C.Thailand
D.Australia

Answer B
Explanation Kyriakos Mitsotakis sworn in as the Prime Minister of Greece.

77) Which State government plans to make HIV tests mandatory before the
registration of marriages?
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A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Maharashtra
C.Goa
D.West Bengal

Answer C
Explanation Goa State government is planning to make HIV tests mandatory before the
registration of marriages. The announcement was made by Goa Health Minister Vishwajit Rane.
The law will be placed in the state Assembly after it gets clearance from the law.

78) Which cell is destroyed by the Human Immunodeficiency Virus?
A.neutrophils
B.lymphocytes
C.monocytes
D.granulocytes

Answer B
Explanation The HIV virus destroys T-helper cell, a type of white blood cell in the immune
system. A T cell is a type of lymphocyte which develops in the thymus gland and plays a central
role in the immune response. T cells can be distinguished from other lymphocytes by the
presence of a T-cell receptor on the cell surface.

79) T-helper cells is also called as _______ cells.
A.TAT-3
B.PH4
C.TD-2
D.CD4

Answer D
Explanation The HIV virus destroys T-helper cell, a type of white blood cell in the immune
system. T-helper cells is also called as CD4 cells. A T cell is a type of lymphocyte which
develops in the thymus gland and plays a central role in the immune response.

80) Who sworn in as the PM of Greece?
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A.Prokopis Pavlopoulos
B.Kyriakos Mitsotakis
C.Alexis Tsipras
D.Adonis Georgiadis

Answer B
Explanation Kyriakos Mitsotakis, the Greek conservative leader, sworn in as the Prime Minister
of Greece. The election result gave New Democracy an outright majority with 158 seats in the
300-member Greek parliament. He is EU's most indebted member who promised to end a decade
of economic crisis.

81) Which is the Capital of Greece?
A.Larissa
B.Santorini
C.Athens
D.Corinth

Answer C
Explanation Athens is the capital and largest city of Greece. Greece is located at the crossroads
of Europe, Asia, and Africa.

82) What is the currency of Greece?
A.Pound
B.Greece Sterling
C.Greece Peso
D.Euro

Answer D
Explanation The euro is the official currency of 19 of the 28 member states of the European
Union. This group of states is known as the eurozone or euro area, and counts about 343 million
citizens as of 2019.

83) Who is the President of Greece?
A.Prokopis Pavlopoulos
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B.Karolos Papoulias
C.Alexis Tsipras
D.Karolos Papoulias

Answer A
Explanation Prokopios Pavlopoulos, commonly shortened to Prokopis, is the current President
of Greece, in office since 2015. A lawyer, university professor and politician, he was Minister for
the Interior from 2004 to 2009.

84) Who is appointed as the Force Commander of the UN mission in South
Sudan?
A.Lieutenant General Devraj Anbu
B.Lieutenant General Shailesh Sadashiv Tinaikar
C.Lieutenant General I.S. Ghuman
D.Lieutenant General S S Hasabnis

Answer B
Explanation Lieutenant General Shailesh Sadashiv Tinaikar has been newly appointed as the
Force Commander of the UN mission in South Sudan. He assumed charge in Juba on July 6. The
appointment was announced by the UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres in May.

85) When was the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) formed?
A.2000
B.2008
C.2011
D.2015

Answer C
Explanation United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) is the United Nations's newest
peacekeeping mission for the recently independent South Sudan. The unit became independent on
9 July 2011.

86) Where is the headquarters of United Nations Mission in South Sudan
(UNMISS) located?
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A.Aweli
B.Juba
C.Torit
D.Bentiu

Answer B
Explanation United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) is the United Nations's newest
peacekeeping mission for the recently independent South Sudan.

87) Who is appointed as the Head of Cricket at the National Cricket Academy
(NCA)?
A.Sachin Tendulkar
B.Sourav Ganguly
C.Rahul Dravid
D.Ajay Jadeja

Answer C
Explanation Former India captain Rahul Dravid has been appointed as the Head of Cricket at the
National Cricket Academy (NCA) in Bengaluru. The appointment was announced and approved
by Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) on 8 July. He is currently the vice-president of
India Cements.

88) Where is the National Cricket Academy (NCA) located?
A.New Delhi, Uttar Pradesh
B.Mumbai, Maharashtra
C.Hyderabad, Telangana
D.Bengaluru, Karnataka

Answer D
Explanation The National Cricket Academy (NCA) was established in 2000 and is located in
Chinnaswamy Stadium Bengaluru, Karnataka in India. The NCA was founded under the idea of
cricket administrator and former BCCI President Raj Singh Dungarpur.

89) Which Indian Cricter is referred to as The Great Wall?
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A.MS Dhoni
B.Virat Kholi
C.Rahul Dravid
D.Sachin Tendulkar

Answer C
Explanation Dravid is a former Indian cricketer and captain of the india national team. He is
colloquially known as Dependable or Mr. Dependable, and often referred to as The Great Wall.
He is the current Overseas Batting Consultant for the Indian team, and also the Head Coach for
the India under 19 and india A teams.

90) When was National Cricket Academy (NCA) established?
A.2000
B.2005
C.1990
D.1995

Answer A
Explanation The National Cricket Academy (NCA) was established in 2000 and is located in
Chinnaswamy Stadium Bengaluru, Karnataka in India. The NCA was founded under the idea of
cricket administrator and former BCCI President Raj Singh Dungarpur.NCA provides training to
the young cricketers who are identified as having the potential to represent the Indian cricket
team.

91) Where was the the 23rd Bucheon International Fantastic Film Festival
(BIFAN) held?
A.India
B.China
C.South Korea
D.China

Answer C
Explanation Film-maker Zoya Akhtar's directorial 'Gully Boy' won the Network for the
Promotion of Asian Cinema (NETPAC) Award at the 23rd Bucheon International Fantastic Film
Festival (BIFAN) in South Korea.
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92) Who is the CEO fo LikedIn?
A.Jeff Weiner
B.Evan Spiegel
C.Jan Koum
D.Kevin Systrom

Answer A
Explanation Jeffrey "Jeff" Weiner is an American businessman. He is the chief executive officer
of LinkedIn, a business-related social networking website. He started with LinkedIn on December
15, 2008, as Interim President. Weiner played an instrumental role in LinkedIn's acquisition by
Microsoft for $26 billion in June 2016.

93) India's first elephant rehabilitation centre will be set up at __________
A.Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir
B.Kottoor, Kerala
C.Udaipur, Rajsthan
D.Mukteshwar, Uttarakhand

Answer B
Explanation India's first elephant rehabilitation centre will be set up at Kottoor, Kerala.

94) Which ministry signed MoU with IPFC and NRDC
A.Defence Ministry
B.Ministry of Finance
C.Ministry of External Affairs
D.Ministry of Internal Affairs

Answer A
Explanation Defence Ministry signed MoU with IPFC and NRDC.Intellectual Property
Facilitation Cell (IPFC), Department of Defence Production, Ministry of Defence and National
Research Development Corporation (NRDC), Ministry of Science and Technology signed an
MoU with a vision to bridge the capacity shortfall.
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95) New Delhi's Connaught Place is the _______ most expensive office location
in the world
A.9th
B.8th
C.15th
D.18th

Answer A
Explanation New Delhi's Connaught Place is the 9th most expensive office location in the world.

96) RIL outpace TCS to become the most valued firm by m-cap with more
than _________
A.12 lakh crore
B.10 lakh crore
C.8 lakh crore
D.15 lakh crore

Answer C
Explanation RIL outpace TCS to become the most valued firm by m-cap with more than 8 lakh
crore.

97) Which of the Northeast Frontier Railways Project won Best Innovation
Award on 9 July?
A.Plan Bee
B.Organic Pen to manure
C.Project RDSO
D.Save Wildlife

Answer A
Explanation The Northeast Frontier Railways' (NFR) PLAN BEE won the Best Innovation
Award on 9 July. It has adopted a unique strategy to keep wild elephants away from train tracks.

98) Northeast Frontier Railways' Plan Bee is the idea of Northeast Frontier
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Railways to _________.
A.reduce electricity
B.help people to book tickets easily
C.save elephants away from train tracks
D.allot special seat for disabled

Answer C
Explanation The Northeast Frontier Railways' (NFR) PLAN BEE won the Best Innovation
Award on 9 July. It has adopted a unique strategy to keep wild elephants away from train tracks.

99) How many railway zones are there in India?
A.13
B.18
C.20
D.23

Answer B
Explanation Indian Railways divides its operations into zones, which are further sub-divided into
divisions, each having a divisional headquarters. There are a total of 18 zones.

100) Who is appointed as the head of aviation regulator Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)?
A.B S Bhullar
B.Arun Kumar
C.Prathiv Singh
D.Smitha Sabharwal

Answer B
Explanation Arun Kumar is appointed as the head of aviation regulator Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on 9 July. He is currently the additional secretary in the Ministry of Civil
Aviation. His appointment was approved by the PM led-Appointments Committee of the Cabinet.
Department of Personnel and Training issued the order of the appointment.

101) Who is the Chairman of Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC)?
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A.President of India
B.Prime Minister
C.Minister of Home Affairs
D.Minister of Employment

Answer B
Explanation The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) decides appointments to
several top posts under the Government of India. The committee is composed of the Prime
Minister of India (who is the Chairman), the Minister of Home Affairs.

102) ________ and Ashalata Devi conferred with top honours at AIFF Awards.
A.Dinesh Karthick
B.Sunil Chhetri
C.Vikram Sharma
D.Ramesh Kumar

Answer B
Explanation Sunil Chhetri, Indian mens football team captain named the Mens Footballer of the
year 2019 at the All India Football Federations (AIFF) Awards.

103) Where is the headquarters of Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) located?
A.New Delhi
B.Jaipur
C.Bengaluru
D.Hyderabad

Answer A
Explanation The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is the regulator of the civil
aviation. It is headquartered in New Delhi. It functions under the Ministry of Civil Aviation. The
body investigates the aviation accidents and incidents.

104) Which Article of Indian Constitution provides autonomous status to the
state of Jammu and Kashmir?
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A.Article 80
B.Article 160
C.Article 160
D.Article 370

Answer D
Explanation Article 370 of the Indian constitution gives autonomous status to the state of Jammu
and Kashmir. The article is drafted as Temporary, Transitional and Special Provisions in Part
XXI of the Constitution. The Indian Constitution still describes it as a temporary provision.

105) ________ of the Indian Constitution permits the J&K state's legislature to
define permanent resident of the state.
A.Article 35A
B.Article 35B
C.Article 35C
D.Article 35D

Answer A
Explanation Article 35A of the Indian Constitution permits the J&K state's legislature to define
permanent resident of the state. It was added to the Constitution through a situationary
Presidential Order, i.e., The Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 1954 which
was issued by the President of India on 14 May 1954.

106) Which Bank has reduced the marginal cost of funds-based lending rate
(MCLR) by up to 10 basis points (bps) for various tenors?
A.State Bank of India
B.Oriental Bank of Commerce
C.Bank of Maharashtra
D.Corporation Bank

Answer B
Explanation Oriental Bank of Commerce (OBC) has reduced the marginal cost of funds-based
lending rate (MCLR) by up to 10 basis points (bps) for various tenors. It is effective from 11 July
2019. MCLR for overnight has been reduced to 8.20% from 8.30% and one-month loan tenor has
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been reduced by 10 bps from 8.35% to 8.25%.

107) In the Monetary Policy review, RBI announced ______ repo rate cut in
the month of June 2019.
A.5 bps
B.10 bps
C.20 bps
D.25 bps

Answer D
Explanation In June the RBI announced 25 bps repo rate cut in the Monetary Policy review. It is
expected to reduce still, in the next meeting of the monetary policy committee which is scheduled
for 5-9 August.

108) Deposits in Jan Dhan Yojana accounts crosses ________.
A.Rs 2 lakh crore
B.Rs 1 lakh crore
C.Rs 5 lakh crore
D.Rs 18 lakh crore

Answer A
Explanation Deposits in Jan Dhan Yojana accounts crosses Rs 2 lakh crore

109) When did the Pulwama attack held_____ ?
A.February 14, 2019
B.March 16, 2019
C.December 25, 2019
D.January 16, 2019

Answer A
Explanation Pulwama attack held at February 14, 2019.

110) Who adopts Digital India, equality of women in this year __________
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A.Saudi Arabia
B.Indonesia
C.India
D.Pakistan

Answer A
Explanation Saudi Arabia adopts Digital India, equality of women in this year.

111) Who inks MoU With BRICS Chamber of Commerce and
Industry_________
A.BCC
B.ICC
C.CI
D.ISC

Answer A
Explanation BCC inks MoU With BRICS Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

112) When did the Bharat Chamber of Commerce established ________
A.1949
B.1960
C.1967
D.1995

Answer A
Explanation BCC was initially established in 1900 as the Marwari Chamber of Commerce at
Calcutta. Following Indian Independence, in 1949 Chamber re-christened itself as Bharat
Chamber Commerce.

113) Government approved Phase-I of Bharatmala Pariyojana along IndoNepal Border areas with financial outlay of __________________
A.Rs 4, 85,000 crores
B.Rs 5,35,000 crores
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C.Rs 6,35,000 crores
D.Rs 2,35,000 crores

Answer B
Explanation Government approved Phase-I of Bharatmala Pariyojana along Indo-Nepal Border
areas with financial outlay of Rs 5,35,000 crores.

114) Who is appointed DG of Fire Services, Civil Defence and Home Guard
A.Suresh Kumar
B.MN Rao
C.Dinesh Karthick
D.Vikram Kumar

Answer B
Explanation MN Rao is appointed DG of Fire Services, Civil Defence and Home Guard.The
central government appointed M Nageswar Rao, Additional Director of CBI as the Director
General of Fire Services, Civil Defence and Home Guard.

115) ______ has adequate number of healthcare professionals: Indian
Institute of Public Health Survey
A.Pakistan
B.India
C.Saudi Arabia
D.Indonesia

Answer B
Explanation India has adequate number of healthcare professionals: Indian Institute of Public
Health Survey

116) India and ASEAN Troika Trade Ministers Meeting held in ________
A.Chennai
B.New Delhi
C.Hyderabad
D.Secunderabad
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Answer B
Explanation India and ASEAN Troika Trade Ministers Meeting held in New Delhi.

117) The second edition of India-Russia Strategic Economic Dialogue 2019
held in ________
A.Chennai
B.New Delhi
C.Pune
D.Goa

Answer B
Explanation The Second edition of India-Russia Strategic Economic Dialogue 2019 held in New
Delhi.

118) _________ Govt announces cow welfare fund, hikes Haj committee grant
A.Himachal Pradesh
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Kerala
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation Madhya Pradesh Govt announces cow welfare fund, hikes Haj committee grant.

119) _______ launches UDIN to improve corporate governance
A.ESIC
B.BHEL
C.ICSI
D.NTPC

Answer C
Explanation ICSI launches UDIN to improve corporate governance.Institute of Company
Secretaries of India (ICSI) rolled out an initiative in the form of a Unique Document
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Identification Number (UDIN).

120) France will impose green tax on plane tickets from _________
A.2025
B.2020
C.2021
D.2022

Answer B
Explanation France will impose green tax on plane tickets from 2020.

121) The _______edition of India-Russia Strategic Economic Dialogue 2019
held in New Delhi
A.Sixth
B.Third
C.second
D.fourth

Answer C
Explanation The second edition of India-Russia Strategic Economic Dialogue 2019 held in New
Delhi.

122) _____ and EU hold high-level talks on migration, mobility
A.India
B.Pakistan
C.Indonesia
D.Saudi Arabia

Answer A
Explanation India and EU hold high-level talks on migration, mobility. India and the European
Union (EU) held the fifth high-level dialogue on migration and mobility (HLDMM) They
discussed steps aimed at realizing the full potential of further strengthening cooperation in the
key areas.
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123) Which company join hands with Paisabazaar.com to offer financial
products
A.Nokia
B.Samsung
C.Apple
D.Verizon

Answer B
Explanation Samsung company join hands with Paisabazaar.com to offer financial products.

124) _______ signs MoU with IIT Kanpur for research collaboration
A.Infosys
B.Prasar Bharati
C.Dell
D.Tech Mahindra

Answer B
Explanation Prasar Bharati signs MoU with IIT Kanpur for research collaboration.

125) Prasar Bharati signs MoU with ______ for research collaboration
A.IIT Madras
B.IIT Kanpur
C.IIT Roorkee
D.IIT Bombay

Answer B
Explanation Prasar Bharati signs MoU with IIT Kanpur for research collaboration.

126) ______will impose green tax on plane tickets from 2020
A.New Zealand
B.France
C.Russia
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D.Australia

Answer B
Explanation France will impose green tax on plane tickets from 2020.French government is to
impose a tax of up to 18 on plane tickets for all flights from airports in France to fund lesspolluting transportation projects.

127) Film Divisions to launch documentary film club in ____________
A.Mumbai
B.Chennai
C.Secunderabad
D.Hyderabad

Answer A
Explanation Film Divisions to launch documentary film club in Mumbai. An acclaimed
documentary film Secret Life of Frogs by Ajay and Vijay Bedi screened as the inaugural film.

128) _______announced Katrina Kaif as the new brand ambassador
A.Reebok
B.Fastrack
C.Nike
D.H and M

Answer A
Explanation Reebok announced Katrina Kaif as the new brand ambassador.Fitness brand
Reebok appointed Bollywood actor Katrina Kaif as its new brand ambassador in India.This will
enhance Reeboks commitment to be the best fitness brand in India.

129) When is the World Population Day is observed?
A.July 1
B.July 5
C.July 11
D.July 15
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Answer C
Explanation World Population Day was observed on July 11. It is observed every year. The day
focuses towards the urgency and the significance of issues related to population. The Day has
been celebrated for nearly three decades now.

130) When was the World Population Day first observed?
A.1963
B.1978
C.1989
D.1994

Answer C
Explanation The event was first suggested by the Governing Council of the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) in 1989. Dr. K.C.Zachariah suggested the day in which
population reached Five Billion when he worked as Senior Demographer at World Bank on 11
July 1987.

131) USA stands _______ in world population.
A.3rd
B.4th
C.5th
D.12th

Answer A
Explanation USA stands 3rd in world population only next to China and India. The population
of USA is 3.29 million. Population of China is 1.4 billion and India is 1.3 billion.

132) When did the World Population reach 5 billion, as the day is observed as
World Population Day?
A.11 July 1978
B.11 July 1987
C.11 July 1985
D.11 July 1975
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Answer B
Explanation Dr. K.C.Zachariah suggested the day in which population reached Five Billion
when he worked as Senior Demographer at World Bank on 11 July 1987. The event was first
suggested by the Governing Council of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in
1989.

133) Which company acqui-hired 2 startups FloCare and BigTrade
A.Apple
B.Walmart
C.Verizon
D.Samsung

Answer B
Explanation Walmart acqui-hired 2 startups FloCare and BigTrade.Walmart brought onboard the
teams of the two Bengaluru-based companies to help strengthen its customer technology and
supply chain.

134) Which State Cabinet approved for the procurement of 1,650 low-floor
buses?
A.Delhi
B.Goa
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Telangana

Answer A
Explanation The Delhi Cabinet has approved for the procurement of 1,650 low-floor buses by
the Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC) and the Delhi Integrated Multi-Modal Transit System
(DIMTS) Ltd. The government approval is a boost to the public transport. The 1,000 airconditioned low-floor buses that are to be procured by DTC will start rolling out from January
2020 and the entire fleet will be on the roads of the city by May 2020.

135) Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) has recommended for the
survey and exploration of uranium in ________.
A.Sariska Tiger Reserve
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B.Periyar Tiger Reserve
C.Panna National Park
D.Amrabad Tiger Reserve

Answer D
Explanation Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) has recommended for the survey and
exploration of uranium in Amrabad Tiger Reserve, Telangana.

136) Where is the Amrabad Tiger Reserve located?
A.Madhya Pradesh
B.Uttarakhand
C.Telangana
D.Kerala

Answer C
Explanation Amrabad Tiger Reserve is located in Telangana. After finding the presence of at
least 13 tigers and 356 prey species in the Amrabad Tiger Reserve (ATR), the state forest
department has estimated that the present prey population can support 32 to 40 tigers in the next
few years.

137) Which state sets target of $1 trillion economy in the next three years
A.Kerala
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.TamilNadu
D.West Bengal

Answer B
Explanation Uttar Pradesh sets target of $1 trillion economy in the next three years.

138) NASA awarded _________ to SpaceX.
A.Voyager Imaging Explorer (VIE) mission
B.Juno Xray Trimetry Imaging Explorer (JXTIE) mission
C.Imaging Xray polarimetry explorer (IXPE) mission
D.Hyperspectral Xray Imaging explorer (IXPE) mission
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Answer C
Explanation NASA has awarded a contract to SpaceX to launch NASAs Imaging Xray
polarimetry explorer (IXPE) mission, a groundbreaking astrophysics mission. The mission aims
to uncover the mysteries behind black holes and neutron stars.

139) What is the cost estimated for the Imaging Xray polarimetry explorer
(IXPE) mission?
A.$45.8 million
B.$50.3 million
C.$52.6 million
D.$58.5 million

Answer B
Explanation NASA has awarded a contract to SpaceX to launch NASAs Imaging Xray
polarimetry explorer (IXPE) mission, a groundbreaking astrophysics mission. The mission aims
to uncover the mysteries behind black holes and neutron stars. The cost estimated for the mission
is $50.3 million.

140) Imaging Xray polarimetry explorer (IXPE) mission plans to launch
_________ telescopes.
A.3
B.4
C.5
D.2

Answer A
Explanation NASAs Imaging Xray polarimetry explorer (IXPE) mission aims to uncover the
mysteries behind black holes and neutron stars. The cost estimated for the mission is $50.3
million. The mission plans to launch three space telescopes. These telescopes will be capable of
analyzing the polarization of cosmic X-rays. The IXPE mission is expected to be launched from
the Kennedy Space Centre in April 2021.

141) When is NASA's Imaging Xray polarimetry explorer (IXPE) mission
expected to launch?
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A.2019
B.2020
C.2021
D.2022

Answer C
Explanation NASAs Imaging Xray polarimetry explorer (IXPE) mission aims to uncover the
mysteries behind black holes and neutron stars. The cost estimated for the mission is $50.3
million. The mission plans to launch three space telescopes. These telescopes will be capable of
analyzing the polarization of cosmic X-rays. The IXPE mission is expected to be launched from
the Kennedy Space Centre in April 2021.

142) IXPE mission is a part of NASAs __________.
A.Explorer Service Program (ESP)
B.Space Service Program (SSP)
C.Deep Space Service Program (DSSP)
D.Launch Services Program (LSP)

Answer D
Explanation The IXPE mission is a part of the US space agencys Launch Services Program
(LSP). The mission aims to uncover the mysteries behind black holes and neutron stars.

143) US-India bilateral trade could reach USD 238 billion by _______
A.2056
B.2022
C.2025
D.2026

Answer C
Explanation US-India bilateral trade could reach USD 238 billion by 2025.

144) _____ ranks best performing in the field of education
A.Chandigarh
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B.Chennai
C.Hyderabad
D.Mumbai

Answer A
Explanation Chandigarh ranks best performing in the field of education.

145) The Indian Air Force (IAF) plans to adopt _________ MBDA, an
European Arms manufacturers.
A.Advanced Very Short Range Air-to-Air Missile (AVSRAAM)
B.Advanced Short Range Air-to-Air Missile (ASRAAM)
C.Advanced Medium Range Air-to-Air Missile (AMRAAM)
D.Advanced Long Range Air-to-Air Missile (ALRAAM)

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Air Force (IAF) plans to adopt Advanced Short Range Air-to-Air
Missile (ASRAAM), a new European visual range air to air missile, across its fighter fleet. The
adoption is a part of a 250 million IAF contract with MBDA, UK. The contract was signed in
July 2014. The ASRAAM-armed Jaguars will be declared operationally ready by the end 2019.

146) Which Company has been listed as the third-largest stock on the bourse
by market value by Nigerian Stock Exchange?
A.Reliance Jio Africa
B.Vodafone Africa
C.Airtel Africa
D.Tata Docomo Africa

Answer C
Explanation Airtel Africa has been listed as the third-largest stock on the bourse by market
value. On 9 June, Nigerian Stock Exchange reported that the Airtel Africa has a 1.36 trillion naira
($4.4 bn) flotation. Airtel Africa operates across 14 African countries.

147) West bengal Governor releases Bengali version of _______
A.The God of Small Think
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B.Great Minds of India
C.The White tiger
D.Train to Pakistan

Answer B
Explanation West bengal Governor releases Bengali version of Great Minds of India.

148) India Holds First Ever Artificial Limb Fitment Camp in _______
A.Kenya
B.Tanzania
C.Somalia
D.Uganda

Answer B
Explanation India Holds First Ever Artificial Limb Fitment Camp in Tanzania.The doctrine of
Humanity, India offering to the world since long ago through actions.

149) Which coal plant to be turned into solar park?
A.Barh Super Thermal Power Station
B.Vindhyachal Thermal Power Station
C.Tiroda Thermal Power Station
D.Rajghat coal plant

Answer D
Explanation Rajghat coal plant coal plant to be turned into solar park.Delhi government
announced that the Rajghat thermal power plant officially shut and turned into a solar park.A
5,000 KW of solar power will be produced at the 45-acre plant site.

150) Who won CONCACAF Gold Cup final
A.France
B.Mexico
C.Australia
D.New York
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Answer B
Explanation Mexico defeated USA to claim their eighth CONCACAF Gold Cup title.Jonathan
Dos Santos scored the winning goal in 73rd min for Mexico in the thrilling final.

151) Who is appointed Secretary of Overseas Indian Affairs
A.Vikram Kumar
B.Suresh kumar
C.Vikas Swarup
D.Dinesh raj

Answer C
Explanation Vikas Swarup is appointed Secretary of Overseas Indian Affairs.

152) _____ to vote on bill to remove country-cap on Green Card
A.USA
B.Pakistan
C.Saudi Arabia
D.Indonesia

Answer A
Explanation USA to vote on bill to remove country-cap on Green Card.American lawmakers
will decide today on lifting the country-cap on issuing Green Cards through voting in Congress.

153) Who won the 2019 Croatia Grand Chess Tour title?
A.Viswanathan Anand
B.Wesley So
C.Magnus Carlsen
D.Ding Liren

Answer C
Explanation Magnus Carlsen of Norway won the 2019 Croatia Grand Chess Tour title. He
secured eight points and defeated Wesley So of United States with seven points. Viswanathan
Anand ended up with 4.5 points and finished 11th.
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154) Who is the current World Chess Champion?
A.Sergey Karjakin
B.Ding Liren
C.Magnus Carlsen
D.Alexander Khalifman

Answer C
Explanation Sven Magnus Carlsen is a Norwegian chess grandmaster and the current World
Chess Champion. In addition to his success in classical chess, he is also a two-time World Rapid
Chess Champion and four-time World Blitz Chess Champion.

155) Current World Chess Champion Magnus Carlsen is from _____.
A.Russia
B.US
C.Sweden
D.Norway

Answer D
Explanation Sven Magnus Carlsen is a Norwegian chess grandmaster and the current World
Chess Champion. In addition to his success in classical chess, he is also a two-time World Rapid
Chess Champion and four-time World Blitz Chess Champion.

156) Global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 2019 was released by
________.
A.World Health Organization
B.World Economic Forum
C.United Nations Development Programme
D.United Nations Human Settlement Programme

Answer C
Explanation The UN Development Programme (UNDP) has released its Global
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 2019. The report said that in the 101 countries assessed
there are 31 low income, 68 middle income and 2 high income and about 1.3 billion people are
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multi- dimensionally poor. The 2019 global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) provides the
detailed information to the policy makers who needs effectively target their policies.

157) _________, pro-khalistan group, was banned by the Central government
has banned the Sikhs for Justice (SFJ) for its alleged anti-national activities.
A.Jammu and Kashmir Islamic Front
B.Lashkar-E-Taiba/Pasban-E-Ahle Hadis
C.Peoples Liberation Army
D.Sikhs for Justice

Answer D
Explanation The Central governmet has banned the Sikhs for Justice (SFJ), a Pro-Khalistan
group for its alleged anti-national activities. It has been accused of dealing with activities directed
against integrity and sovereignty of India.

158) Sikhs for Justice (SFJ) was banned by the Centre under ________.
A.Illegal Activities Prevention Act
B.Anti-national Activities Prevention Act
C.Terrorist Prevention Act
D.Unlawful Activities Prevention Act

Answer D
Explanation The Central governmet has banned the Sikhs for Justice (SFJ), a Pro-Khalistan
group for its alleged anti-national activities. It has been accused of dealing with activities directed
against integrity and sovereignty of India. It was banned under Section 3 of Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA) for its alleged anti-national activities. UAPA is an Indian law which is
aimed at effective prevention of unlawful activities associations in India.

159) Which Operation was handled by Railway Protection Force (RPF) to
crub the sale of unauthorized packaged drinking water?
A.Operation Drinking Water
B.Operation Clean Water
C.Operation Thirst
D.Operation PDW
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Answer C
Explanation The Railway Protection Force (RPF) of Indian Railways has launched an all-India
drive called Operation thirst. The operation aims to crub the sale of unauthorized packaged
drinking water.

160) Which State launched NORKA?
A.Uttrarkhand
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Maharashtra
D.Kerala

Answer D
Explanation The kerala State government has decided to form Non Resident Keralites' Affairs
(NORKA), an Non-Resident Keralites (NRK) investment company which aims to channel
investments from overseas Keralites for major infrastructure development in the state.

161) NORKA, an investment company, started by Kerala government.
NORKA stands for _______.
A.Native Relation Keralites' Affairs
B.Non Resident Keralites' Affairs
C.Near Resident Keralites' Affairs
D.Non Regulatory Keralites' Affairs

Answer B
Explanation The kerala State government has decided to form Non Resident Keralites' Affairs
(NORKA), an Non-Resident Keralites (NRK) investment company which aims to channel
investments from overseas Keralites for major infrastructure development in the state.

162) Who is the Chairman of Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)?
A.Finance Minister
B.Minister of Home Affairs
C.President
D.Prime Minister
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Answer D
Explanation Prime Minister is the Chairman of Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA).

163) How much did the Centre allocated for Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana-lll (PMGSY-III)?
A.Rs.65,500 crore
B.Rs.70,250 crore
C.Rs.78,750 crore
D.Rs.80,250 crore

Answer D
Explanation PM led-Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved for the launch
of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana-lll (PMGSY-III). The estimated cost of Rs.80,250 crore.
The funds would be shared in the ratio of 60:40 between the Centre and state for all states except
for eight north eastern and three Himalayan states.

164) Which Bank recently waived off the charges on RTGS, NEFT and IMPS?
A.SBI
B.ICICI
C.Dena Bank
D.Indian Bank

Answer A
Explanation State Bank of India (SBI) has waived the charges on National Electronic Funds
Transfer (NEFT) and Real Time Gross Settlement (RTGS) transactions through YONO, Internet,
and mobile banking. This will be effective from July 1. SBI has also decided to do away with the
charges on fund transfer using the Immediate Payment Service (IMPS) through mobile phones. It
will be effective from August 1.

165) Where is the headquarters of SBI located?
A.Hyderabad
B.Bengaluru
C.Mumbai
D.New Delhi
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Answer C
Explanation The headquarters of SBI located in Mumbai, Maharashtra. SBI is the largest
commercial bank and the largest mortgage lender across the country. SBI has 22,010 branches
and 58,000 ATM/CDM across India.

166) Who is the chairman of State Bank of India (SBI)?
A.Usha Ananthasubramanian
B.Rajnish Kumar
C.Amitav Ghosh
D.Ajay Banga

Answer B
Explanation The chairman of State Bank of India (SBI) Rajnish Kumar. SBI is the largest
commercial bank and the largest mortgage lender across the country. SBI has 22,010 branches
and 58,000 ATM/CDM across India.

167) What is the maximum limit of fund transactions in National Electronic
Funds Transfer (NEFT)?
A.1 lakh
B.2 lakh
C.10 lakh
D.Unlimited

Answer B
Explanation NEFT is a nation-wide payment system that facilitates one-to-one funds transfer.
NEFT system is used for fund transactions of up to Rs.2 lakh.

168) Taiwan is in a ________ worth arms sale deal with U.S. companies.
A.$2.2 bn
B.$5.8 bn
C.$7.2 bn
D.$8.6 bn
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Answer A
Explanation Taiwan is in a $2.2 bn worth arms sale deal with U.S. companies. The Chinese
Foreign Ministry had already lodged formal complaints expressing strong dissatisfaction and
resolute opposition at the potential weapons sale. The weapon sale includes battle tanks and antiaircraft missiles.

169) When did the West Bengal government observed Save Water Day?
A.July 1
B.July 4
C.July 10
D.July 12

Answer D
Explanation West Bengal government observed Save Water Day on 12 July. The Day aims to
raise awareness on conservation on water. West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
participated in a march on July 12.

170) The Union Agriculture Ministry in Indira Gandhi Agriculture University
has recently set up an Agri Business Incubation Centre in _________.
A.Maharashtra
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Chhattisgarh
D.Telangana

Answer C
Explanation The Union Agriculture Ministry in Indira Gandhi Agriculture University of Raipur
has set up an Agri Business Incubation Centre in Chhattisgarh. The University reported that the
Agri Business Incubation Centre has been set up under the scheme RAFTAAR, a National
Agriculture Development Scheme.

171) Who is the Minister responsible for the Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare?
A.Santosh Kumar Gangwar
B.Narendra Singh Tomar
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C.Shripad Yesso Naik
D.Rao Inderjit Singh

Answer B
Explanation Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare is headed by Minister of Agriculture
Narendra Singh Tomar. The Ministers of State are Abhishek Singh Chauhan, Krishna Raj and
Parsottambhai Rupala.

172) Who is appointed as the next MD and CFO of the World Bank Group?
A.Anshula Kant
B.Chanda Kochhar
C.Naina Lal Kidwai
D.Kalpana Morparia

Answer A
Explanation The World Bank Group announced that Anshula Kant, an Indian national, has been
appointed as its next MD and CFO on 12 July. Anshula Kant is the first woman CFO of the Bank.

173) Who is the first woman CFO of the World Bank Group?
A.Usha Ananthasubramanian
B.Arundhati Bhattacharya
C.Anshula Kant
D.Shikha Sharma

Answer C
Explanation The World Bank Group announced that Anshula Kant, an Indian national, has been
appointed as its next MD and CFO on 12 July. Anshula Kant is the first woman CFO of the Bank.

174) Which Indian pair won a bronze medal in the World Tour Platinum
Australian Open 2019 in the mens doubles competition?
A.Saketh Myneni and Vishnu Vardhan
B.Somdev Devvarman and B.Rohan
C.Yuki Bhambri and Prajnesh Gunneswaran
D.G. Sathiyan and Anthony Amalraj
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Answer D
Explanation The Indian pair, G. Sathiyan and Anthony Amalraj, won a bronze medal in the
World Tour Platinum Australian Open 2019 in the mens doubles competition on 12 July. This
was the first ever medal for India in the Australian Open.
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