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BANKING & FINANCE
Interest Rates On Small Savings Schemes Unchanged
Interest rates on Small Savings Schemes remain unchanged by the Government of
India.
Highlights:
For the 4th quarter of 2021-2022 (January February March 2022), the
interest rates on small savings schemes will remain unchanged from the third
quarter of 2021-22. (October-December 2021).
It should be mentioned that West Bengal is the leading contributor to small
savings schemes, with Uttar Pradesh coming in second.
Also, keep in mind that the government publishes interest rates for
comparatively tiny savings accounts on a timely basis.
The annual interest rates on the Public Provident Fund (PPF) and National
Savings Certificate (NSC) will remain at 7.1 percent and 6.8 percent,
respectively, in the fourth quarter.
The decision comes as five states Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab,
GoaSavings
prepare Scheme
to hold assembly
elections
S.No Himachal Pradesh, and
Small
Interest
Rate next year.
1
Post
Office
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8
9
10
11
12
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15-Year Public Provident7.1%
Fund Account (PPF)
National
Savings6.8%
Certificates (NSC)
Kisan Vikas Patra (KVP) 6.9%
Sukanya
Samriddhi7.6%
Account

Offline Digital Payments RBI Framework
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) published a guideline for small-value offline
payments in digital mode on 3 January.
Highlights:
According to the framework, offline payments can be made through any
channel or instrument, such as wallets, mobile devices, or cards. They must,
however, be made nearby or in face-to-face mode only.
Payment system operators (PSOs) and payment system participants (PSPs),
including banks and non-banks, who want to accept payments in the offline
mode must adhere to the stipulated framework's standards.
Offline payment transactions can be done without requiring an additional
authentication element (AFA).
Payment instruments will be authorized for offline transactions based on the
customer's explicit authorization.
Such card transactions will be permitted without activating the contactless
transaction channel.
An offline payment transaction should have a maximum limit of 200.
At any one time, the total limit for offline payment systems on a payment
tool should be Rs 2,000.
Only online mode with AFA should allow the renewal of the used limit.
Users have been compelled to receive transaction alerts when transaction
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details are received, whether from a bank or a non-bank provider.
There is, however, no requirement to issue an alert for each activity.
Payment instruments will be activated only after the customer's explicit
authorization for offline transactions.
Offline Digital Payments
The term "offline payment" refers to a transaction that does not require the
use of a telephone or internet connection to complete.
Customers would resolve their grievances through the RBI's integrated
ombudsman scheme, if applicable.
The RBI's "framework for promoting small value online currencies in offline
mode" includes these rules.
Selected businesses will do pilot testing between September 2020 and July
2021.
On 6 August 2021, the RBI approved a pilot scheme to stimulate technology
advancements to enable small-value digital transactions to be conducted
offline.

SEBI: Saarthi Mobile App
SEBI launched the Saarthi mobile application, which provides information about
security markets, which is useful for investors.
Highlights:
The application explains mutual funds, how they work, trading and
settlement, KYC (Know Your Customer) procedures, market developments,
and so on.
The application also includes a mechanism for resolving grievances. Both
Hindi and English are used in the application.
It is compatible with both iOS and Android devices. The app will eventually
be available in local languages as well.
The number of independent investors entering the market has recently
increased. The app was created to assist these individual investors.
In addition, new investors are trading on their smartphones. As a result,
mobile apps are assisting them.
Individual Investors:
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Individual investors in India are on the rise. In 2020, their share was 39
percent. According to NSE (National Stock Exchange) data, it will have
risen to 45 percent by 2021.
Banks' interest rates are decreasing. Fixed Deposit interest rates range from
2.9 percent to 5.4 percent.
As a result, the returns on such investments are extremely low. Global
liquidity is increasing. People are also spending a lot of time at home as a
result of the pandemic.
The BSE (Bombay Stock Exchange) market capitalization increased by 1.8
times. In Russia, it rose by 1.6 times.
China, France, and South Africa are the other countries that have seen
significant growth. It is obvious that India has a higher market capitalization
than other countries.
Security Markets
Security markets are those in which securities are freely traded. Securities
are nothing more than assurances.
When a person fails to pay back the money, the securities are forfeited.
Securities are tradable financial instruments that raise capital both in public
and private markets.

Digital Payment Index By RBI
The Reserve Bank of India just announced the Digital Payment Index.
Highlights:
Digital payments in the nation surged by 40% in September 2021 compared
to March 2021, according to the index.
In September 2021, the index of online transactions was 304.06. In March
2021, it was 270.59.
The online transaction measure was 217.74 in September 2020. The index is
published twice a year, in March and September.
The RBI Digital Payment Index's base year is 2018. This means that the
index's score for March was set to 100.
Within three years, the index value has climbed by 2.7 times. The number of
payments made using digital means has increased by 39.64 percent.
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In the second quarter, the Unified Payment Interface grew by 82 percent.
Around 19 banks entered the UPI system in the second quarter.
In the second quarter, the number of Point of Sale terminals climbed by 13%
over the previous quarter.
Parameters For the Index
Payment Enablers (25%)
Consumer Centricity (5%)
Payment Performance (45%)
Supply-Side Factors (15%)
Demand-Side Factors (10%).
Causes For Digital Payment Increase
Payments rose primarily due to major initiatives taken by India's National
Payment Corporation (NPCI).
The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) had approved
WhatsApp to go operational with UPI.
The user base grew to two crores as soon as this was done. PIDF (Payment
Infrastructure Development Fund) was established.
It was made to stimulate the use of point-of-sale systems.

Deccahorn
Deccahorns are private companies with a market capitalization of more than 10
billion dollars.
Highlights:
Swiggy is the fourth Indian startup to receive the honor. Paytm, a FinTech,
Oyo (a hotel aggregator), and Byjus are the other three companies that have
already claimed the title (an Edtech).
The first Deccahorn was Facebook. It was given the moniker in 2007.
After Microsoft invested 240 million dollars in Facebook, it became a
Deccahorn.
The second Deccahorn was Alibaba of China. In 2009, it was granted this
status.
Deccahorns:
The Deccahorns are a new business. They are appraised based on their
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potential for growth rather than their current financial situation.
Deccahorn cannot be used to describe a company that has been acquired by
another company. Flipkart, for example, is worth more than ten billion
dollars.
Flipkart, on the other hand, was purchased by Walmart. As a result, Flipkart
cannot be referred to as Deccahorn.
Furthermore, a government corporation cannot be called Deccahorn. More
than 84 deccahorns have been made since Facebook.
Thirty-three of them had lost their identification tags. There are now roughly
51 deccahorns on the globe.
Many businesses will have earned the title by 2021. In 2021, the numbers
were more than double what they were in 2020.
The majority of these deccahorns are new businesses. Their numbers have
risen in tandem with the advent of consumer technologies.
Deccahorn Sectors:
On-Demand
Artificial Intelligence
FinTech, transportation
E-commerce
Marketplace
big data
consumer electronics
Social
Gaming
Blockchain
Hardware
internet software
Hardware
computer hardware
Biotechnology
Unicorn, Deccahorn, And Hectocorn
Unicorn: A company with a market capitalization of more than one billion
dollars.
Deccahorn: The company is worth more than ten billion dollars.

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

Hectocorn: The company is worth more than 100 billion dollars. Bytedance
was the first hectocorn to be formed. Tik Tok's parent company is
Bytedance.
In May 2020, it was worth 100 billion dollars. Following Bytedance,
SpaceX was designated as the second hectocorn.
These are privately owned businesses. They are not traded on the stock
exchange.

PMC Bank Combines With Unity Small Finance Bank Ltd
The Government of India has sanctioned and notified the Scheme for amalgamating
the Punjab and Maharashtra Co-operative Bank Ltd with Unity Small Finance bank
Ltd.
Highlights:
The Government of India has sanctioned and notified the Scheme for
amalgamating the Punjab and Maharashtra Co-operative Bank Ltd with
Unity Small Finance Bank Ltd.
This suggests that all the branches of January 25, 2022, the PMC Bank will
function as branches of Unity Small Finance Bank Ltd.
Unity Small Finance Bank Limited is promoted by Centrum Financial
Services Limited alongside Resilient Innovation Private Limited.
Both the promoters have infused capital of Rs 1105.10 crore within the
bank.
After the amalgamation of PMC Bank with Unity SFB, Unity SFB can pay
the purchasers of PMC Bank the quantity it receives from DICGC
(maximum up to amount insured by DICGC, i.e., Rs 5 Lakh) in installments
of 10 years.
Section 45 of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 empowers the Federal
Reserve Bank of India to organize a reconstruction scheme or amalgamation
of banking companies (including co-operative banks).
The Chairman Of PMC Bank is S. Balbir Singh Kochhar.
PMC Bank was Founded in 1984.
PMC Bank Headquarters is in Mumbai, Maharashtra.
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Global Private Banking Awards 2021
HDFC Bank is voted Best Private Bank in India at the Global Private Banking
Awards 2021.
Highlights:
At the 'Global Private Banking Awards 2021,' organized by Professional
Wealth Management (PWM) in a virtual ceremony, HDFC Bank was voted
the 'Best Private Bank' in India.
The Financial Times Group publishes PWM, a wealth management
magazine. The prize was presented to assist in accelerating significant
trends, such as digitization, communication, and investment in ESG
initiatives (environmental, social, and governance).
PWM received over 120 submissions for the Global Private Banking
Awards 2021, of which 16 judges judged from four continents.
Professional Wealth Management (PWM), the world's premier global
business newspaper, focuses on private banks' expansion strategies and the
regional financial centers for which they function.
HDFC
Customers can choose from a product suite across all asset classes for
"optimal asset allocation" based on their risk profiles and goals, according to
HDFC Bank Private Banking, India's largest privately-owned bank.
The headquarters of HDFC Bank is located in Mumbai.
HDFC Bank is a bank based in India. Sashidhar Jagdishan is the CEO of
HDFC Bank, founded in August 1994.
Atanu Chakraborty is the Chairman of HDFC Bank.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Urjit Patel Appointed Vice President of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
Mr. Patel will serve a three-year tenure as one of the multilateral development
bank's five vice presidents, succeeding former Gujarat Chief Secretary D.J.
Pandian, who led the AIIB's investment operations as well as all sovereign and nonsovereign loans in South and Southeast Asia as Vice President.
Highlights:
Since its establishment in Beijing in 2015, the AIIB has granted more loans for
India than any other member. China is the company's largest stakeholder, followed
by India. Its 104 members do not include the United States or Japan.
The AIIB has invested $6.7 billion in 28 projects in India.
Apart from infrastructure, it has recently emphasised green projects and assisting
public health activities during the COVID-19 pandemic. Under the ADB's Asia
Pacific Vaccine Access Facility (APVAX) project, India asked for loans from the
AIIB and the ADB in October to purchase 667 million doses of COVID-19
vaccines, with the ADB likely to lend $1.5 billion and the AIIB roughly $500
million.

World Economic Outlook By IMF
On January 25, 2022, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) published its World
Economic Outlook.
Highlights:
According to the analysis, global economic growth will be half a percentage
point lower than previously projected.
The rate of growth will slow from 5.9% in 2021 to 4.4 percent in 2022. In
2023, it will drop even lower to 3.8 percent.
According to the IMF, the reduction in global growth predictions is mostly
due to the IMF's assessment of economic prospects in China and the United
States.
In the United States, the removal of Joe Biden's Build Back Better strategy
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from the baseline, early withdrawal of monetary support, and supply
constraints resulted in a 1.2 percentage point downward revision for growth
in 2022.
Disruptions connected to China's zero-tolerance Covid policy and persistent
financial hardship among property developers resulted in a 0.8 percentage
point negative revision.
India
India will grow at a rate of 9% in 2021-2022, according to the IMF. India's
growth prospects were assessed by the IMF to be 9.5 percent for the year in
October 2021.
India's GDP is expected to grow at 9% in 2022-23, according to the IMF.
According to the October prediction, growth will be 8.5 percent in 2022-23
and 7.1 percent in 2023-24.
India's prospects for 2023 are predicted based on expected credit growth
increases. Furthermore, the financial sector's improved performance is
boosting investment and consumption.
The World Bank recently predicted a decline in global growth, with the rate
remaining at 4.1 percent in 2022.
Omicron Variant Impact:
According to the IMF, governments have reimposed mobility restrictions in
response to the introduction of the Omicron Covid-19 strain.
In the United States and other developing countries and emerging markets,
rising energy prices and supply interruptions have resulted in increased and
much more broad-based inflation than predicted.
China's ongoing real estate contraction, as well as a delayed rebound in
private spending, have hampered economic forecasts.

Economic Survey 2022 Highlights
On the 31st of January 2022, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman presented the
Economic Survey 2021-22 to the Parliament.
Highlights:
On the 31st of January 2022, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
presented the Economic Survey 2021-22 to the Parliament.
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The pre-budget Economic Survey is a document that is presented to
Parliament prior to the Union Budget to present the state of the economy and
make policy recommendations.
A team led by Chief Economic Advisor wrote the pre-Budget Economic
Survey (CEA).
The Centre named economist V Anantha Nageswaran as the next CEA just
days before the presentation.
The Indian economy is expected to develop at an annual rate of 8-8.5
percent in the fiscal year 2022-23, according to the government (FY23).
For the current fiscal year 2021-22 (FY22), the GDP growth rate is expected
to be 9.2%. According to the Economic Survey, India will need to spend
around USD 1.4 trillion on infrastructure over the next five years to achieve
a GDP of USD 5 trillion.
The lack of major base effects in 2022-23 as compared to 2021-22 is the key
reason for the lower projection.
In fact, when these base effects were removed in Q3 and Q4 of 2021-22 and
economic activity had begun to recover, the second half of 2021-22 saw only
5.6 percent growth.
Economic Survey:
The Ministry of Finance publishes an Economic Survey every year. It
examines the country's economic successes and difficulties over the previous
12 months.
The poll collects data on the effectiveness of the government's major
development programs. The booklet also discusses the effectiveness and
effects of significant government measures.
Major fiscal changes, macroeconomic issues, inflation, and other economic
factors are discussed in the Economic Survey. Agriculture, climate change,
and employment all have an impact on the country's economy, according to
the text.
In 1950-51, the first Economic Survey was presented. It was, nonetheless,
issued along with the budget until 1964.
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INTERNATIONAL
RCEP Indonesia Stance
On August 25, 2021, India's Trade Minister, Muhammad Lutfi, presented his case
to Indonesia's lower house of parliament for ratification of the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) trade agreement.
Highlights:
Minister argued in his statement to DPR Commission VI that the RCEP will
benefit Indonesia.
In the midst of the covid-19 pandemic, it also promises to strengthen its role
in regional supply chains and improve the country's economic performance.
The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a free trade
agreement between Australia, Brunei, China, Cambodia, Japan, Indonesia,
Laos, South Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand,
the Philippines, and Vietnam, which includes Australia, Brunei, China,
Cambodia, Japan, Indonesia, Laos, South Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand,
Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines, and Vietnam.
The RCEP does not include India or the United States. The 15-member bloc
accounts for 30% of the global population and 30% of the global GDP.
India declined to join the RCEP, citing concerns that it would open it up to
Chinese goods, thereby increasing its trade deficit with China.
The RCEP agreement has been in the works since 2012. India was also
involved in the talks. India, on the other hand, withdrew in 2019 due to
concerns about lower tariffs.
Prior to India, RCEP did not include the United States, which had left the
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) in 2017.
Aim
To help emerging economies catch up with developed economies, lower
tariffs, open up trade in services and encourage investment.
Companies will save money and time as a result of the agreement, which
allows them to export products anywhere within the bloc without having to
comply with separate rules for each country.
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Sudans PM Resigned
Sudan's Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok announced his resignation on January 2,
2022, following mass protests in the capital city of Khartoum.
Highlights:
Protests have erupted in response to the Prime Minister's recent agreement to
share power with the army.
Prior to this agreement, the army staged a coup in October 2021. Protesters
demanded that full civilian rule be restored.
However, the army retaliated with another round of violence. It resulted in
the deaths of two people.
With Hamdok's resignation, the army now has complete control of the
government.
a setback for the democratic transition
The resignation of Hamdok is yet another setback for Sudan's fragile
attempts to transition to democracy following a popular uprising that saw
long-time authoritarian President Omar al-Bashir overthrown in 2019.
On October 25, 2021, the Sudanese army staged a coup. Prime Minister
Hamdok was initially placed under house arrest as a result of the coup.
After that, civilian and military leaders signed a power-sharing agreement.
In November 2021, Prime Minister Hamdok and the Army reached a powersharing agreement.
The agreement stated that the reinstated prime minister would lead the
technocratic cabinet until new elections happen.
It was unclear, however, how much power the new transitional government
will indeed wield. Protesters, on the other hand, showed their disdain for the
military.

India Aids Afghanistan
India donated 500,000 doses of Covid-19 vaccines to Afghanistan on January 2,
2021, and will send another 500,000 doses in the coming days as part of
humanitarian aid.
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Highlights:
Doses were given to Kabul's Indira Gandhi Children's Hospital.
Because there are currently no daily flights between India and Afghanistan,
vaccines have been sent via an Iranian Mahan Air flight.
On December 11, 2021, India sent 1.6 megatons of life-saving medications
to a Kabul hospital.
The World Health Organization was involved in the distribution of these
medications.
India's Assistance to Afghanistan
The Shahtoot dam has been agreed to be built by India. The dam will
provide safe and potable water to the city of Kabul's 2 million residents.
It was constructed on the 202-kilometer Pul-e-Khumri transmission line,
which connects India to Kabul.
Since 2001, Fully committed USD 3 billion to Afghanistan's rebuilding and
reconstruction.
India also assisted in the redevelopment of Afghanistan's Parliament.
India also offered to send 50,000 tons of grain to Afghan via Pakistani land
routes.
However, it's been stalled due to the conditions imposed by Pakistan.
Pakistan announced on December 3 that wheat and medicines will be
delivered in Afghan trucks via the Wagah land border crossing. However,
the methods have not yet been finalized.
India's Development Program
Large infrastructure projects
Human resource development and capacity building
Humanitarian assistance
High-impact community development projects
Enhancing trade and investment through air and land connectivity
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Highlights:
Doses were given to Kabul's Indira Gandhi Children's Hospital.
Because there are currently no daily flights between India and Afghanistan,
vaccines have been sent via an Iranian Mahan Air flight.
On December 11, 2021, India sent 1.6 megatons of life-saving medications
to a Kabul hospital.
The World Health Organization was involved in the distribution of these
medications.
India's Assistance to Afghanistan
The Shahtoot dam has been agreed to be built by India. The dam will
provide safe and potable water to the city of Kabul's 2 million residents.
It was constructed on the 202-kilometer Pul-e-Khumri transmission line,
which connects India to Kabul.
Since 2001, Fully committed USD 3 billion to Afghanistan's rebuilding and
reconstruction.
India also assisted in the redevelopment of Afghanistan's Parliament.
India also offered to send 50,000 tons of grain to Afghan via Pakistani land
routes.
However, it's been stalled due to the conditions imposed by Pakistan.
Pakistan announced on December 3 that wheat and medicines will be
delivered in Afghan trucks via the Wagah land border crossing. However,
the methods have not yet been finalized.
India's Development Program
Large infrastructure projects
Human resource development and capacity building
Humanitarian assistance
High-impact community development projects
Enhancing trade and investment through air and land connectivity

Tsirkon Missiles 2022: Test Fired By Russia
Around ten new Tsirkon (Zircon) hypersonic cruise missiles and two missiles from
a submarine were successfully test-fired by Russia.
Highlights:
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The Zircon missile would have a range of 1,000 kilometers and be able to fly
at nine times the speed of sound (620 miles).
The Tsirkon Cruise Missile will join Russia's hypersonic arsenal, which
already includes Avangard glide vehicles and air-launched Kinzhal (Dagger)
missiles.
Russian cruisers, frigates, and submarines will be armed with Zircon. It's one
of a number of hypersonic missiles in Russia's development pipeline.
The launch was the latest in a string of Zircon tests ahead of its commercial
launch next year.
The weapon has been hailed by Russian President Vladimir Putin as part of a
new creation of unrivaled weapons systems.
A missile test conducted last week was dubbed "a major event in the life of
the country" by Putin, who added that it was "a significant step" in
continuing to increase Russia's defense capabilities.
Some Western specialists have questioned how sophisticated Russia's
current group of weapons are while acknowledging that hypersonic missiles
are difficult to track and intercept due to their combination of speed,
maneuverability, and altitude.

EU Presidency For Six Months 2022: France
With effect from January 1, 2022, France has taken over the rotating presidency of
the Council of the European Union.
Highlights:
The EU presidency will be held by the country for the next six months, until
June 30, 2022. France is taking over the rotating presidency for the 13th
time.
"Recovery, strength, belonging" is France's motto as EU President.
France will work to put digitalization and climate protection at the forefront
of the continent's agenda.
Every six months, the EU presidency is rotated among the 27-nation bloc's
member states. France will be supplemented by the Czech Republic after the
six-month presidency is completed.
France's capital is Paris and currency is the Euro.
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Jean Castex is the Prime Minister, and Emmanuel Macron is the President of
France.

Tony Blair Joins Top Royal Order
Tony Blair, the former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, has been appointed
to the highest royal order.
Highlights:
Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair, the Duchess of Cornwall, and
Baroness Amos are all set to be inducted into the Order of the Garter, the
country's oldest and most prestigious chivalric order.
Former Prime Minister Tony Blair will now be referred to as "Sir Tony."
The appointments are made at the Queen's discretion, as she has up to 24
"knight and lady companions."
The ceremonial order, which dates back to 1348, honors substantial public
service and is bestowed without the approval of the prime minister.
The UK decided to join the US-led invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan under
Sir Tony's leadership, and an official inquiry into the 2003 Iraq war was
deeply critical of his government and UK military chiefs.
After Diana, Princess of Wales died, he famously referred to her as the
"people's princess."
Baroness Amos, a member of the House of Lords, is made a "lady
companion" in recognition of her work as international development
secretary, UN under-secretary-general for humanitarian affairs, and master
of University College, Oxford.
She was born in Guyana and moved to the United Kingdom with her family
in 1963, where she built a career working for equal opportunities, serving as
the chief executive of the Equal Opportunities Commission from 1989 to
1994.
She is an individual non-executive director of the England and Wales
Cricket Board and a lifelong cricket fan.
With the majority of the order's members in their seventies, eighties, and
beyond, Baroness Amos, 67, and Tony Blair, 68, become two of the order's
younger folk in a post held until death.
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Pangong Tso China's Construction
China has been seen building a bridge linking the north and south shores of the
Pangong Lake in the last two months.
Highlights:
The bridge is now being built on the Chinese side. It is, however, 25-30
kilometers from India's claimed Line of Actual Control (LAC).
The bridge still links Pangong Lake's north and south shores, providing rapid
access to both sides for the Chinese troops.
India had conquered essential heights in the Kailash range on the southern
bank by August 2020.
It gave forces a strategic advantage because they could see the Chinese
garrison in Moldo. India had backed down from the apex following a
"mutual pullback plan" to de-escalate tensions.
The bridge's construction is essential because it will permit speedy induction
by reducing the distance and time required to reach the disputed areas near
Pangong Lake.
China's New Border Law
China's new border law went into effect on 1 January 2021.
The new law demands the country's border defense, border infrastructure,
and village development be strengthened.
It also specifies the circumstances under which protective measures can be
used across border territories.
India's Concerns
China has increased its force posture in this sector by around 50,000 troops
since tensions in Ladakh began in May 2021.
Aside from Ladakh, China has also aggressively pursued Sikkim and
Arunachal Pradesh in the Eastern Sector.
China recently renamed 15 locations in Arunachal Pradesh on its map. The
Chinese legal system is not designed with India in mind.
However, it has significant ramifications for the India-China border issue,
which has escalated since May 2020.
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Nuclear War UNSC Statement
On 3 January 2022, the Kremlin released a UNSC declaration on nuclear war.
Highlights:
In a joint declaration, Russia, China, the United Kingdom, the United States,
and France said further nuclear proliferation and a nuclear conflict should be
avoided.
These five countries also want to avoid nuclear war and minimize strategic
risks. They also want to engage with all nations to create a secure
environment.
Countries agreed in a united statement that a nuclear war cannot be won and
should never be conducted.
They also stated that as long as nuclear weapons exist, they should be used
for defense purposes, prevent conflict, and discourage aggression.
A joint statement was issued in light of worsening bilateral ties between the
US and Russia. Since the conclusion of the Cold War, the relationship
between the two countries has degraded to its lowest point.
Relations between the US and China are likewise at an all-time low.

Indias Monthly Goods Exports Trend
India's monthly products export report was just released by the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.
Highlights:
In December 2021, export demand for petroleum products, engineering
products, and diamonds, and jewelry was at an all-time high.
Exports increased by 48.9% between April and December. In the first nine
months, total services exports were 179 billion dollars (Apr to Dec).
By the conclusion of the fiscal year, it is expected to reach 230 billion
dollars. The growth of export baskets is the primary reason for the increase
in exports.
In December 2021, the trade imbalance was 21.99 billion dollars. It was
15.75 billion dollars last year.
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Exports:
Between April and December 2021, the country's merchandise exports
totaled $300 billion USD.
This was a 26% increase over the same period last year. At this rate, India's
exports will reach $400 billion by 2021-22. The country's exports were 290
billion dollars in 2020-21.
Engineering goods account for a quarter of overall exports. In comparison to
the previous year, it has increased by 37%.
Exports of gems and jewelry account for 8% of overall exports. It has
increased by 15.8%.
In December 2021, the country's merchandise imports totaled 59.27 billion
dollars. Its value has risen by 38.06 percent. In December of this year, it was
49.7%.
Imports:
Imports totaled 59.27 billion dollars in December 2021. It has climbed by
38%.
In December 2021, oil imports totaled 15.9 billion dollars. It went up 65.17
percent.

Digital Yuan Wallet
The Chinese government intends to introduce the Digital Yuan, Digital Currency to
the rest of the world at the 2022 Winter Olympics. It has the same value as paper
currency.
Highlights:
China's digital currency is the Digital Yuan. It was first released in 2014 and
it has been operational (at least in test mode) since then.
The Digital Yuan is a fiat currency, not a cryptocurrency. The Chinese
Central Bank is in charge of it.
The workings of the Digital Yuan are divided into two categories. Expenses
and Distribution The Chinese central bank distributes the digital Yuan to
commercial banks.
The digital currency is subsequently distributed to the general public by
commercial banks. Customers have the option of exchanging money for
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digital yuan.
To get digital Yuan, people must use a smartphone application. The Digital
Yuan Wallet Apps are now available on the Google Play and Apple App
Stores.
The app was initially released in the year 2019. The app's user base has
grown to ten million people.
The central bank has complete control over the value of the Digital Yuan.
Citizens of China can swap their Yuan for gold at any moment.
Unlike the United Kingdom, India, and the United States, where gold is
sometimes in the form of paper, gold in China is genuine gold.
They trade Yuan for genuine gold. This system is also valid to Digital Yuan.

India's Ethanol Consumption Research By IEA
India is on track to become the world's third-largest ethanol market by 2026,
according to a new study by the International Energy Agency (IEA).
Highlights:
By 2026, India will only trail the United States and Brazil, as it has hastened
its transition to a clean energy environment, intending to become carbon
neutral by 2070.
This study was conducted after India tripled its ethanol consumption from
2017 to 2021, to a predicted 3 billion liters.
By 2026, India will have surpassed China as the world's third-largest ethanol
consumer.
According to the IEA, India has made "significant progress" in growing
ethanol blending.
In 2017, 2% of the time was spent blending. By the year 2021, it had risen to
8%. As a result, India is achieving 10% blending by 2022.
In June, Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated that the Union Government is
dedicated to achieving the goal of 20% ethanol blending in gasoline by
2025.
The target date had previously been set for 2030. Currently, ethanol is
combined with petrol at a rate of 8.5 percent.
According to the IEA, achieving a 20% ethanol blend poses considerable
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challenges, including vehicle compatibility, raw material availability, GHG
emissions and sustainability regulations, and competitive incentives.

India- Germany Bilateral Ties
On January 5, 2022, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz met and broadened bilateral collaboration.
Highlights:
Both parties also agreed to focus on green energy and climate action
alliances.
They looked at the possibility of continuing cooperation projects, such as
boosting trade and investment.
They also agreed that there is tremendous synergy in the governance
priorities set by the new German administration and India's economic
strategy and the opportunity to diversify collaboration and exchanges in new
sectors.
Olaf Scholz was sworn in as Germany's new chancellor, ending Angela
Merkel's 16-year reign. Only three people have held this job in the last 40
years.
As a result, Germany's new government coalition has created new
opportunities to strengthen India-Germany ties.
Germany is a significant source of FDI in manufacturing in India.
As a result, the incoming chancellor's actions in trade, supply chains, and
green finance will directly impact growth and investment in India.
Among European countries, Germany is India's most significant trading
partner. India primarily exports textiles, chemicals, electrical engineering
items, food, metal, and leather goods to Germany.
Metals, chemicals, electrical engineering items, motor vehicles, and vehicle
parts from Germany are highly demanded in India.
According to figures from the Ministry of External Affairs, bilateral
commerce between India and Germany totaled approximately 21 billion
Euros in 2019.

Captain Harpreet Chandi Singh Reaches South Pole
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Polar Preet, an Indian-origin British Sikh Military officer, and physiotherapist have
created history by being the first woman of color to make a solo unsupported walk
to the South Pole.
Highlights:
After trekking 700 miles (1,127 kilometers) while towing a pulk or sled with
all of her gear and braving conditions of minus 50 degrees Celsius and wind
speeds of over 60 mph, Capt. Chandi proclaimed her record-breaking
achievement at the conclusion of Day 40.
As Clinical Training Officer for a Medical Brigade in the northwest of
England, Capt. Chandi's primary responsibility is to organize and validate
training for Army medics.
She is currently based in London, where she is pursuing a part-time master's
degree in Sports and Exercise Medicine at Queen Mary's University.
She has been dragging around two large tires for her polar coaching as a
substitute for the heavy sled she has been trying to drag along in Antarctica
for the past few months.
Capt. Chandi says she's always tried to push the human body to its limits,
and she sees her latest assignment as part of that.
She has raced marathons and ultramarathons as an "endurance athlete," and
as an Army officer.
She has completed large-scale drills and deployments in Nepal, Kenya, and
most recently, a six-month UN peacekeeping tour in South Sudan.

ISA 102 Member: Antigua and Barbuda
Antigua and Barbuda became the 102nd member of the ISA.
Highlights:
Antigua and Barbuda became the 102nd member of the International Solar
Alliance (ISA) after joining the International Solar Alliance Framework
Agreement, a worldwide green energy effort sponsored by India.
In the presence of Indian High Commissioner Dr. K. J. Srinivasa, Prime
Minister Gaston Browne of Antigua and Barbuda signed a framework
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agreement to stimulate global energy transformation through a solar-led
approach.
In 2015, India and France together created the International Solar Alliance
(ISA) to promote solar energy at the United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP-21) in Paris, France.
Antigua and Barbuda's capital is Saint John's, its currency is the East
Caribbean Dollar, and its prime minister is Gaston Browne.
ISA
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French Prime Minister Francois
Hollande jointly introduced the ISA at the 21st Conference of Parties
(COP21) on November 30, 2015.
Ban Ki-Moon, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, was also
present.
According to the High Commission statement, the Paris Declaration creating
the ISA notes that the countries have a collective aim to conduct innovative
and concentrated efforts to reduce the cost of capital and cost of products for
immediate deployment of solar production assets.
Mobilizing USD 1 trillion in solar investments by 2030 would pave the path
for future solar generation, storage, and good technology for each
prospective member country's particular needs.

Drafting of Chiles Constitution
On January 5, 2022, Chile's constitutional assembly, which was tasked with
drafting a new constitution, chose a new president.
Highlights:
Members of the constitutional assembly elected epidemiologist Maria Elisa
Quinteros as President after nine rounds of voting. She will succeed Elisa
Loncon, the organization's first president.
This modification was included in the documents of the 155-member body
that was elected in 2021 to design the new Magna Carta for Chile. Quinteros
won the 78 votes needed to succeed Loncon.
Gabriel Boric, Chile's freshly elected next president, congratulated her on
her victory.
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The constitutional assembly has been allocated nine months to prepare the
new constitution, with a possible three-month extension.
Following that, a referendum must be held, which will be organized by
Boric's government, which is slated to assume office on 11 March.
The country is set to undergo significant changes as a result of the new
constitution. Environmentalists are expecting new protections from the
constitution, while Indigenous leaders are hoping for a new connection
between their community and the state.
Boric's Government
Gabriel Boric is the President-elect of Chile. He is a 35-year-old former
leader of the student movement.
In December 2021, he was re-elected. By 11 percentage points, he beat farright candidate Jose Antonio Kast.
He will be the youngest president in Chile's history. The electoral criteria are
discussed in Article 26.
The president is chosen by direct ballot, with an absolute majority of legally
cast votes. The President is elected via a two-round system.
To win the election, the victorious candidate's party must receive more than
50% of valid votes in the first round.
The presidential election is held on the third Sunday in November of each
year, just before the president's term ends.

Asian Waterbird Census
The International Waterbird Census (IWC) includes the Asian Waterbird Census
(AWC). In 143 nations, the international census is undertaken.
Highlights:
Wetlands International and the Bombay Natural History Society are cohosting the AWC. Every year in January, the AWC takes place.
The volunteers count the waterbirds in the marshes during the census.
Southeast Asia, Australasia, the East Asian Australasian Flyway, and the
region between Afghanistan and Japan are among the primary regions
covered by the AWC.
It all began in 1987. In 2021, the AWC recorded a fourfold decrease in the
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entire waterbird population compared to 2020.
Delhi's Sanjay Lake
In the lake, just 13 species were found. There were 17 species documented
between 2019 and 2021.
The number of birds, on the other hand, has climbed from 90 in 2021 to 132
in 2022. The lake's biological richness is dwindling. The lake is deteriorating
as a result of this.
Cormorant and Eurasian Coot were among the migratory bird species seen in
Sanjay Lake. The Cormorant is a migratory bird that originates in Southeast
Asia.
Temperate Asia is where the Eurasian Coot migrates. The India Spot-Billed
duck is a common species in Indian wetlands.
Only one pair, however, was discovered. The arrival of migratory birds in
the lake has been reduced due to human pollution and boating. Water
availability is also an issue for the lake.
Hastinapur Wildlife Sanctuary
It is located in Hastinapur, India. It is part of the Central Asian Flyway.
According to the census, the number of bar-headed geese, common teal, and
gadwall has decreased.
The diversity of species has risen. The total number of bords spotted, on the
other hand, has reduced. Human intervention is causing the lake to
deteriorate.
The Census is still being conducted and is expected to be completed in
February 2022.
Objectives
Estimates of the bird population are needed.
To keep track of changes in the distribution of waterbirds
To gain a better understanding of waterbirds and to monitor waterbird
habitat
To provide information on waterbird conservation.
To raise public awareness about the importance of wetland environments
and waterbirds
Parts of Delhi are currently participating in the Asian Waterbird Census.
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Oscar-Winning Composer, Marilyn Bergman, Dies at 93
Marilyn Bergman, who wrote Oscar-winning songs with her husband Alan
Bergman, died on Jan 8 2022 at the age of 93 in her Los Angeles home.
Highlights:
She died of respiratory failure which was not related to COVID-19.
When she passed away, her 96-year-old husband and daughter Julie Bergman were
by her side.
The Bergmans, who married in 1958 and specialised in introspective ballads for
film, television, and the stage that combined the romance of Tin Pan Alley with the
polish of contemporary pop, were one of the most enduring, successful, and
productive songwriting partnerships, specialising in introspective ballads for film,
television, and the stage.
They collaborated with some of the world's best melodists, including Marvin
Hamlisch, Cy Coleman, and Michel Legrand, and were covered by the likes of
Frank Sinatra, Barbra Streisand, Aretha Franklin, and Michael Jackson.

Spains Rafael Nadal Wins Melbourne Summer Set 1 ATP 250 Tennis
Rafael Nadal wins the Melbourne Summer Set 1 ATP 250 event, defeating
American qualifier Maxime Cressy 7-6(6) 6-3 to gain momentum ahead of the
Australian Open.
Highlights:
The Spaniard was mostly untroubled in his first competitive tournament since
August, winning in an hour and 48 minutes.
Nadal put Cressy under a lot of strain right away, as he had to defend three break
points in his opening service game, but for the rest of the first set, which required a
tiebreak, there was nothing to differentiate the two.
Late in the tiebreak, Nadal picked up his game, saving a set point at 5-6 and then
earning his first set point with a forehand winner, which he converted to win the
first set 7-6. (6).
In the second set, Cressy broke early to grab a 2-1 lead, but Nadal quickly
countered with a break of his own to put the set back on serve.
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The Spaniard broke for a 5-3 lead and held serve to win the match.

India-China Trade 2021
In 2021, the trade value between India and China was estimated to be over 125
billion dollars. India imported 100 billion dollars from China.
Highlights:
The majority of the import requests were for machinery. In 2021, India's
trade deficit with China was 69.4 billion dollars.
This represents a 22 percent increase over the trade deficit in 2019. In 2021,
overall imports from China outstripped total trade between the two
countries.
India's imports from China increased by 20% in 2019 compared to the
previous year. On either hand, India's exports to China surged by 56%
between 2019 and 2021.
In 2021, India's exports to China totaled USD 28.1 billion. Nonetheless,
India imports 100 billion dollars from China.
Though exports have increased significantly, they still appear to be
insufficient. Cotton, iron ore, and raw material-based commodities were the
top Indian exports to China in 2021.
Supplies such as air concentrators, active medicinal components,
semiconductor devices, and electrical batteries are electrical and mechanical
machinery examples.
The China General Administration of Customs has provided data on
commerce between India and China (GAC).
Chinese officials warned of global supply chain disruptions. This could be
caused to Omicron.

Rare Earth Supplies US Bill
China's "chokehold" on rare-earth metal supplies has lately been challenged by a
measure sponsored by the US government.
Highlights:
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Rare earth metals are found in nearly every modern technology, from
electric batteries to combat jets.
All of these metals are tightly controlled by China. China supplied 80% of
the rare-earth metals consumed in the United States in 2019.
The bill is intended to minimize China's reliance on rare-earth metals. This is
necessary to defend the United States against a rare-earth metal supply
disruption.
Residents will be encouraged to develop home production of rare-earth
metals. It will eventually lessen the United States' dependency on China.
Features:
The bill calls for establishing a reserve force for rare earth metals. The
Departments of Defense and Interiors are responsible for maintaining the
reserve.
The reserve will support the tech sector, the US army, and other critical
infrastructure demands.
The reserve's capacity should be enough to meet America's rare-earth metal
requirements for a year.
It has requested that the Commerce Department investigate China's unfair
trade practices.
The bill attempts to increase transparency about the components' origins. It
also prohibits the use of Chinese rare-earth metals in advanced defense
technology.
Rare Earth Metals:
The 17 minerals in the periodic table are known as rare earth metals. The 15
lanthanides, as well as scandium and yttrium, make up this group.
They're primarily found in high-tech products like cell phones, flat-screen
monitors, and televisions, as well as electric and hybrid automobiles.
Radar, lasers, sonar systems, and electronic displays are all defense
applications that require them.
In 1993, the United States produced 38 percent of the world's rare earth,
while China contributed 33 percent. China now accounts for 97 percent of
global rare earth metal output.

PM Addressed State Of The World At Davos
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On January 17, 2022, PM Modi virtually presented his 'State of the World' special
address at the World Economic Forum's (WEF) Davos Agenda.
Highlights:
In his speech, Prime Minister Narendra Modi emphasized India's
involvement in dealing with the Covid-19 crisis and directing the
immunization effort.
He emphasized the importance of reshaping and restructuring international
organizations such as the United Nations.
He projected India as a future technological and economic powerhouse of
the world, using data, figures, and facts on the Covid-19 pandemic.
He also portrayed India as a vital part of the international community. India
has established a new record by administering 1.6 billion doses of the Covid
vaccination.
Vaccination
Amid the pandemic, the nation has also stood by other countries in need.
India adheres to the philosophy of 'One Earth, One Health.'
About 150 countries have received Covid vaccinations and life-saving
medications.
Tech And Economic Powerhouse
Because of India's economic and technological changes, the country's
business environment is no longer severely hampered by government
control.
Currently, the government removed approximately 25,000 such barriers to
establishing a firm in the country.
Climate Change
The Prime Minister proposed a for the nations to address issues such as
climate change.
He emphasized the importance of the globe starting to think about the
lifestyles that are harming our environment.
According to him, Indian culture continues to rely on its long-standing
environmental preservation traditions.

Enigma The 555.55-carat Black Diamond
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On January 17, 2022, a 555.55-carat black diamond known as "The Enigma" was
unveiled in Dubai.
Highlights:
It is believed to come from space. Sotheby's auction house unveiled it.
After a tour in Dubai, the diamond will be begun taking to Los Angeles
before being auctioned in London in February 2022.
The number five is significant to the diamond because it has 55 facets. The
diamond is expected to fetch at least 5 million Pounds sterling (USD 6.8
million).
Sotheby's also intends to accept crypto as a form of payment.
Enigma Diamond
The diamond's shape is inspired by the Middle-Eastern palm sign of
Khamsa, which represents strength and protection.
Khamsa means "five" in Arabic. As a result, there is a running theme of
number five throughout the diamond.
This diamond is thought to have formed when an asteroid or meteorite
collided with the Earth more than 2.6 billion years ago.
The Key 10138 diamond was purchased for $12.33 million in Hong Kong in
2021. The payment was made in cryptocurrency.
Black Diamond
Carbonado is also referred to as black diamond. It is one of the most difficult
types of natural diamond.
It is a high-density, impure, microporous form of polycrystalline diamond
composed of diamond, graphite, and amorphous carbon.
Minor crystalline crystallizes fill the pores, and there are infrequently
reduced metal inclusions. The diamond is primarily found in alluvial
deposits.
It is most common in mid-equatorial regions such as the Central African
Republic and Brazil. It is naturally black or dark grey in color.
The diamond is porous in comparison to other diamonds. The first black
diamonds were found in Brazil in the 1800s.

WEF: Global Cybersecurity Outlook 2022
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The Global Cyber Security Outlook 2022 was recently released by the World
Economic Forum.
Highlights:
Ransomware attacks climbed by 151 percent in 2021. On average, each firm
was subjected to 270 cyber-attacks.
An organization that successfully thwarted cyber-attacks paid 3.6 million
dollars.
Cyber executives feel there is no distinction between cyber defense and
cyber security, according to 59% of them.
That is not the case. Computers, data storage, and the internet are all
protected by cyber security.
Anticipating and reacting to cyber-attacks is what cyber resilience is all
about. In cyber security, there is no anticipatory component. It is a
comprehensive defense.
The opponent of cyber resilience is well-known. And neither does cyber
security. As per the report, the following two factors have the most impact
on cyber security.
Automation and machine learning account for 48% of the total.
Twenty-eight percent of employees work from home or in a hybrid
environment.
The rise in cybercrime was primarily due to the growth of the global digital
economy. Cyber-attacks have taken down 42 percent of infrastructure.
Identity theft accounts for 24% of cyber-attacks. Ransomware attacks
account for 20% of all cyber-attacks.
Personal finances are lost to the extent of 10%.
In 2021, cyber-attacks will impact 55% of the world's enterprises.
Lags
The following areas are where the organizations are falling behind:
Making cyber security a top priority in company choices
gaining support from the top for cyber security
Recruiting and retaining cyber security experts is a difficult task.
Solutions For Cyber Security:
When developing cyber security solutions, the following considerations
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should be taken into account:
Attacks via third-party software
Attainments that are malicious
Regulations are necessary.
Direction from the Board of Directors
the media's interest
Remote working is becoming more popular.
The percentage of a company's digital transformation. Cyber security should
be funded at a far higher level than transformation.

Indonesia New Capital: Nusantara
Indonesians are relocating to Nusantara, a new capital in East Kalimantan. Earlier,
Jakarta was the capital of Indonesia.
Highlights:
East Kalimantan, or Jakarta, is a city on the island of Borneo. In 2019, it was
stated that the capital would be relocated here.
President Joko Widodo made the announcement. Since 1949, Jakarta has
served as Indonesia's capital.
Jakarta is confronted with environmental and financial challenges. Jakarta is
becoming increasingly polluted.
It has constantly been recognized as one of the world's most polluted cities.
Jakarta is located on the Indonesian island of Java.
Nusantara is located on the island of Borneo. The island of Borneo is larger
than the island of Java. Jakarta is currently densely inhabited.
This adds to the load that the Indonesian government is already carrying.
Jakarta is also sinking. The majority of Jakarta is anticipated to be
submerged by 2050.
This is primarily due to Jakarta's proximity to multiple rivers. These rivers
are flood-prone regularly. Many areas in Jakarta dipped up to 10.7 cm
between 2019 and 2020.
The Plan
All government buildings, including the presidential palace, international
organization buildings, and foreign diplomatic buildings, would be relocated

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

to Nusantara.
The idea will cost 33 billion dollars to implement. The capital city will be
built on approximately 2,56,142 hectares of land.
Nusantara is the Indonesian word for the archipelago. It encompasses
philosophical, social, and historical considerations.
Nusantara is a biodiverse island. Moving the capital to Nusantara, according
to environmentalists, will result in colossal deforestation.
It will also put the region's forests and animals in jeopardy.

Novak Djokovic Deported
Novak Djokovic was deported from Australia as he did not take the COVID
Vaccine and was considered a threat to the country.
Highlights:
Novak was scheduled to play in the Australian Open from Day 1.
Unfortunately, Novak was deported from Australia the day before the game
for failing to take the COVID vaccine.
The 34-year-old player is among the world's most prominent COVID
vaccine skeptics.
According to the Australian Government, Novak has a large fan base.
He is a threat to the country because he has not been immunized and his
stance on vaccines will fuel anti-vaccination sentiment among his legions of
fans not only in Australia but around the world.
Only vaccinated people are permitted to enter Australia, according to the
Australian government. Novak is a native of Serbia.
He entered Australia by requesting a medical exemption from the state of
Victoria. He was later detained for failing to take the vaccine.
The visa of the non - vaccinated player was revoked for reasons of health
and public order.
Australian Open
The Australian Open has been one of the four major Grand Slam
tournaments. It was supposed to begin on January 17, 2022.
Australia Open is one of the most important Grand slam tournaments. The
other three Grand Slam tournaments are US Open, French Open, and

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

Wimbledon.
Not everyone can participate in these tournaments. It is conducted among
the top rank holders in the world.
The ranks are assigned based on the winning ratio of these players. If a
player wins more Grand Slam matches, his rank moves up.
Right now Novak is in the topmost position. Not playing the Australian
Open will affect his ranking.

EU Parliament Presidency Taken Over By Roberta Metsola
Roberta Metsola, a Maltese Democrat, has been elected president of the European
Union's Parliament.
Highlights:
Her election comes just a week after the unexpected death of departing
parliament president David Sassoli, who was presumed to step down as part
of a power-sharing agreement.
She is the third woman to hold the position. She is the youngest president of
the European Parliament.
Metsola was the contender of the Parliament's largest group, and she
received 458 votes out of 616 casts.
Metsola, a member of the center-right European People's Party (EPP),
became the third woman to hold the position, defeating three other
candidates: Spain's Sira Rego (radical left), Poland's Kosma Zlotowski
(ECR, Eurosceptics), and Sweden's Alice Bah Kuhnke (Greens).
Zlotowski left the campaign before the election, allowing Metsola to garner
support from all centrist and conservative parties.
The Maltese received 458 votes, while Bah Kuhnke and Rego received 101
and 57 votes, respectively.
On January 18, each applicant made their case to their fellow MEPs in
Strasbourg to succeed Sassoli, who died on January 11 and whose term was
set to end this week.
Metsola has been a member of the European Parliament since 2013 and a
vice-president of the Parliament since 2020.
The conservative lawmaker rose to prominence after taking over for Sassoli,
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who could not attend the Chamber for several weeks due to illness.
Metsola is an outspoken supporter of women's rights and the LGBTQ+
community. She has been closely engaged in migration issues as an MEP
from a coastal state.
She believes in a comprehensive approach in which all 27 EU member states
share responsibility for migratory flows.

The First BRICS Sherpas Meeting 2022
On January 18-19, 2022, the first BRICS Sherpas meeting of 2022 was conducted
virtually, with participants praising India for its BRICS chairship in 2021.
Highlights:
On January 18-19, 2022, the first BRICS Sherpas meeting of 2022 was
conducted virtually, with participants praising India for its BRICS chairship
in 2021.
In 2022, China will assume the rotational presidency of the BRICS. BRICS
stands for Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa, and it is a grouping
of five key emerging economies.
Meanwhile, India's BRICS Sherpa, Sanjay Bhattacharyya, stated, that Last
year, they saw a big achievement that the delegations brought about in
conditions provided on the strengthening and reform of multilateral systems.
These global governance challenges, particularly the UN system and other
institutions, are crucial.
And he was pleased to say that they will continue to place a premium on its
continued relevance.

ILO Report - Global Unemployment Level In 2022
The World Employment and Social Outlook Trends 2022 (WESO Trends) report
was produced by the International Labour Organization (ILO).
Highlights:
The World Employment and Social Outlook Trends 2022 (WESO Trends)
report was produced by the International Labour Organization (ILO).
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The paper examines complete labor market estimates for 2022 and 2023, as
well as the global labor market recovery.
The ILO's prediction for labor market recovery in 2022 has been reduced in
the WESO 2022.
Key Features:
Global unemployment is expected to reach 207 million in 2022, up from 186
million in 2019.
Globally, total working hours are expected to be 2% lower in 2022 than they
were before the epidemic, resulting in the loss of 52 million full-time jobs.
The global labor participation rate in 2022 is expected to be 1.2 percentage
points lower than it was in 2019, prior to the start of the new coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) pandemic.
Around 40 million people will be unable to work in the global workforce by
2022.
According to the International Labour Organization, there can be no true
recovery from this pandemic without a broad-based labor market
rebounding.
International Labour Organisation
International Labour Organization Headquarters is in Geneva, Switzerland
International Labour Organization Director-General is Guy Ryder
International Labour Organization Founder was Paris Peace Conference
International Labour Organization Founded in 1919

Russia Ban Cryptocurrencies
The Russian central bank proposed cracking down on cryptocurrencies on 20
January.
Highlights:
Because Russia is one of the world's largest crypto-mining nations, if this
move is implemented, it has the ability to destabilize the burgeoning virtual
money sector.
This proposal was made in response to Russian authorities' long-standing
criticism of cryptocurrencies, which can be used for illegal purposes.
Regulators have also been requested by authorities.
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The Bank of Russia has called for the ban on cryptocurrency payments to be
strengthened, as well as the prohibition on cryptocurrency mining and the
tightening of laws governing virtual currency trading.
In Russia, officials granted cryptocurrencies legal status in 2020. Their use
in payments, however, was never authorized.
Cryptocurrency
Cryptocurrency is a set of binary data that serves as a medium of exchange.
A digital ledger stores records of individual coin ownership.
A digital ledger is a computerized database that secures transaction records
with strong cryptography.
Cryptocurrencies, in general, are fiat currencies because they are not backed
by or movable into commodities.

India-Israel Industrial R&D & Technological Innovation Fund
During their eighth ruling body meeting, India and Israel recently expanded the
I4F.
Highlights:
The India-Israel Industrial Research and Development Technological
Innovation Fund (I4F) is a joint fund for industrial research and development
in India and Israel.
The fund's size has now been increased to 5.5 million USD.
The fund has been expanded to allow for the implementation of three
research and development projects. These are their names:
The Internet of Things is centrally monitored. Nanosensors in health care for
molecular diagnostics
Satellite communication has been enabled by the Internet of Things for realtime agricultural and environmental data collection.
NoMoreMos: It is a biological mosquito control solution.
Essentially, the fund will be used for agricultural, health care, and mosquito
control projects.
Telecommunications, agriculture, information technology, pharmaceuticals,
and homeland security are all examples of industries.
Agriculture has the strongest link between the two sectors. The Indo-Israel
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Agriculture Project has been in operation for over ten years.
The project's highly successful outcomes include the rejuvenation of mango
orchards in Maharashtra and the cultivation of cherry tomatoes in Haryana.
I4F
It was developed in collaboration with the Indian Department of Science and
Technology and the Israeli Innovation Authority.
The fund promotes and funds collaborative research and development in the
agreed-upon "focus sectors."
I4F's primary goal is to commercialize innovative technologies.
The Global Innovation and Technology Alliance controls, manages, and
implements the I4F. The Israeli Innovation Authority is in charge of
implementing the fund in Israel.
The increase in income comes at an opportune time. India is now starting to
plan to place a greater emphasis on innovation, technology, and startups.
India recently decided to observe Innovation Startup Day on January 16.
The Department of Science and Technology is also planning new initiatives
to commemorate its 50th anniversary.
I4F 2.0
The states agree on the new I4F strategy during the meeting of the governing
body. In the new strategy, the countries will expand the scope of the fund.
They will concentrate on market acceptability as well as technical feasibility.
They are tasked with creating new commercial products and technologies.

IEA: Electricity Market Report
The International Energy Agency (IEA) published the bi-annual Electricity Market
Report in early 2022.
Highlights:
According to the report, countries are increasingly turning to fossil fuels to
meet rising electricity demand as Covid-19 lockdown restrictions ease.
In 2021, global electricity demand is expected to rise by 6% year on year. It
was the IEA's steepest year-on-year increase since the 2008 financial crash.
Year on year, global energy intensity fell by 1.9 percent. This drop was only
half of what was needed to lay the groundwork for net-zero energy by 2050.
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Renewable electricity generation will increase by 6% year on year in 2021.
Coal-fired power generation has increased by 9%.
This rise was led by markets such as China and India, where coal accounted
for more than half of the increase in demand. The amount of gas-fired
generation increased by 2%.
IEA's Concerns
The International Energy Agency (IEA) is worried even though, despite
growing net-zero movement, countries are failing to decouple increased
electricity demand from increased emissions.
According to the IEA, power sector emissions will remain stable for the next
three years.
The IEA's net-zero by 2050 scenario calls for a 55% reduction in sectoral
emissions by 2030, compared to the 2019 baseline.
International Energy Agency (IEA)
The International Energy Agency (IEA) was founded in 1974 in
conformance with the OECD framework. It is a self-governing
intergovernmental organization.
The IEA's mission is guided by four main areas of focus: energy security,
environmental awareness, economic development, and global engagement.
Its headquarters are located in Paris, France. In March 2017, India has
become an associate member of the IEA.
The International Energy Agency (IEA) was founded in the aftermath of the
1973-1974 oil crisis to assist its members in responding to major oil supply
disruptions.
Currently, the IEA has 30 members. The IEA family also includes eight
member countries.
A member nation must be an OECD member in order to join the IEA.
However, not all OECD members are members of the IEA.

Five-Alarm Global Fire
According to the United Nations, the globe will confront five big threats in 2022.
Fivealarm global fire is the name given to these dangers.
Highlights:

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

COVID-19, lawlessness in cyberspace, climate change, a bankrupt global
financial system, and degraded peace and security are the five alarms.
The pandemic, as per the United Nations, benefits the wealthy while
punishing the poor. The international financial system is insolvent.
In fact, a strong and stable financial system should be able to help countries
cope with financial shocks.
Regrettably, this is not the case right now. Investments are being made that
are lopsided. As a result, the recovery is lopsided. The term "lopsided" refers
to the fact that one side is larger than the other.
There is a pressing need to increase internet access. More than three billion
individuals are still offline, meaning they don't have internet access.
Data misuse, cybercrime, and misinformation should all be addressed
immediately by world governments.
Debt relief is denied to middle-income countries. Poorer countries are
experiencing the slowest or no growth at all.
Women and girls account for the majority of the world's poor. Forced
migration is a problem in low- and middle-income countries.
Personal data is being misappropriated and corrupted all around the world.
Human rights are being grossly violated, and democratic institutions are
being undermined.
The world is way off track in terms of keeping global warming to 1.5
degrees Celsius.
The Paris Agreement, which was signed in 2015, intended to limit global
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius over pre-industrial levels.
Solution
The United Nations has recommended that countries enter an emergency
mode in order to prevent or mitigate these risks.
They should also switch to emergency mode.
"Avalanche action" is the name of the game right now when it comes to
dealing with the climate crisis.
By the end of the decade, global emissions should have decreased by 45
percent.

UNSC 3-D Virtual Field Trip
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Delegates of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) took a virtual field trip
to Columbia on January 20, 2022, using Virtual Reality (VR) technology.
Highlights:
They listened, watched, and gained insights into the peace process and what
it appears like in Columbia during their virtual trip.
For the first time, the United Nations Security Council in New York used
virtual reality technology during a security council session.
This innovative solution will aid in a better understanding of conflicts,
peacekeeping, and peace-building.
Digiplomacy and eDiplomacy are other terms for digital diplomacy.
It is defined as the use of new information and communication technologies,
as well as the Internet, to achieve diplomatic goals. It focuses on the
interaction of the internet and diplomacy.
Virtual reality is a simulated experience that can be similar to or
diametrically opposed to reality.
In 1994, the Virtual Reality Modelling Language was first introduced. It was
designed to create "virtual worlds" without the use of headsets.
Following that, in 1997, the Web3D consortium was formed to develop
quality standards for web-based 3D graphics.
United Nations Security Council
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the UN's six primary
organs (UN). It is in charge of maintaining international peace and security.
It recommends that new UN members be admitted to the General Assembly
and that any changes to the UN Charter be approved. The UN Security
Council is made up of fifteen members.

Online Safety Bill Passed By Australia
From January 23, 2022, Australia's Online Safety Act will take effect. In July of
2021, the statute was enacted.
Highlights:
Adults in Australia can report incidences of online bullying to Julie Inman
Grant, the eSafety Commissioner.
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The eSafety Commissioner will require social media networks to remove
content relating to bullying of Australian adults under this Act.
Within 24 hours, the content will be removed. They could face fines of up to
USD 555,000 if they fail to do so.
What constitutes bullying is defined by law. It goes into greater detail than
Australia's present cyber legislation.
It takes to remove bullying content has been reduced from 48 hours to 24
hours. It deals with both adult and kid bullying.
The current e-Safety commissioner is Julie Inman Grant.
He has spent the last two decades working in public policy and safety roles
at companies like Twitter, Adobe, and Microsoft. He also used to work in
Washington, D.C., with the U.S. Congress.
Implementation:
The "e-Safety Commissioner" will ensure the Act's implementation under
the new law. The Act aims to improve Australians' internet safety.
The e-Safety Commissioner will be in charge of overseeing complaints and
objections connect and sharing intimate images without consent, managing
online content, and coordinating "activities of Commonwealth Departments,
agencies, and authorities relation to internet safety for Australians,"
according to the Act.
A removal notice would be issued following a complaint against a social
media service provider, a relevant electronic service, or a recognized internet
service.
A notice of removal will also be given to the hosting service provider or the
individual who posted cyber-bullying or abuse material.
"Refrain from sharing cyberbullying content or apologize for posting it," the
person or provider will be requested.

Justice For Indigenous Maya Achi Women
Five former paramilitary patrol officers were convicted of sexually assaulting and
raping Indigenous women in the war by a Guatemalan court on 24 January.
Highlights:
Survivors of Guatemala's decades-long armed conflict have applauded the

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

decision.
Judges Gelvi Sical and Yassmin Barrios concluded that 36 Indigenous Maya
Achi women were victims of rape, sexual assault, and domestic servitude
during Guatemala's 36-year battle with Marxist forces from 1960 to 1996.
Five former members of the paramilitary group "Civil Self-Defense Patrols"
were sentenced to 30 years in jail for crimes committed in the 1980s.
Issues:
Plaintiffs are indigenous Mayan Achi women from settlements in the
municipality of Rabinal in the department of Baja Verapaz.
It's around 176 kilometers from Guatemala City, the country's capital.
These ladies were seeking retribution for crimes committed in the conflict,
in which the Guatemalan government and military used paramilitaries to
attack communist fighters in rural areas.
The Maya:
Yucatan Peninsula was the birthplace of the Maya civilization. It is
renowned for its monumental architecture and superior astronomical and
mathematical knowledge.
The Maya civilization began about 250 CE and lasted until 900 CE. The
Maya are a Central American and Mexican indigenous tribe.
They have always lived in the areas that are now Yucatan, Campeche,
Quintana Roo, Tabasco, and Chiapas, as well as Guatemala, El Salvador,
Belize, and Honduras.
The Achi is a Maya tribe from Guatemala with a native tongue known as
Achi. It's a close relative of K'iche.
Guatemala is a city in Central America bordered by Mexico.

CHIRU Naval Drills
CHIRU is a naval exercise that China, Russia, and Iran recently performed in
Oman.
Highlights:
China sent the missile destroyer Urumqi to participate in the exercise. The
countries are now looking for ways to strengthen their military ties.
Russia sent a task force from its Pacific Fleet to participate in the exercise.
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The Admiral Tributs anti-submarine warfare ship and the Nakhimov missile
cruiser.
Military artillery fire was directed at sea targets by the countries.
They also participated in tactical maneuvering. During the exercise, the
countries also practiced anti-piracy drills.
Russia
The Russian government had previously stated that it would conduct drills in
several world regions, covering all of its spheres of influence.
Russia has also declared that military exercises will be held in the
Mediterranean, Pacific, Atlantic, and Okhotsk seas.
More than 60 planes and 140 warships are on standby to participate in
similar drills. During the Ukraine crisis, Russia had already undertaken
naval training with Belarus.
Russia and the United States are also discussing the Ukraine situation.
Tensions are rising as a result of the latest naval drills.
Russia's Varyag, a cruiser with missiles, took part in the drills. It's a guidedmissile cruiser of the Slava class. The Soviet Union planned and constructed
it.
It's a rocket cruiser with anti-ship capabilities. Boris Butoma of Russia was
also dispatched.
China
The Chinese missile destroyer Uruqmi. In 2018, she was given a
commission. Uruqmi is a destroyer of the Type 052D class.
It employs a vertical canister launching system. A combination of diesel and
gas propels it. It's made to transport helicopters.
It has an AESA radar, which stands for Active Electronically Scanned
Array. It is similar to the United States' Aegis Combat System.
China also sent its supply ship Taihu, forty marines, and ship-borne
helicopters in addition to Uruqmi.

Sri Lanka Inter-City Train
With the support of India, Sri Lanka established an inter-city train service. The
project received diesel units from India.
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Highlights:
Jaffna and Colombo railway services have been established. India wanted to
convey a strong message by doing so that it is committed to building
infrastructure in the Indian Ocean region.
The service between Mount Lavinia (Colombo) and Kankesanthurai was
launched (Jaffna).
India supplied AC DMUs for the project, which is fully air-conditioned
diesel multiple units.
The train service fosters people-to-people exchange while also emphasizing
India and Sri Lanka's mutually beneficial cooperation.
RITES
Under an Indian Line of Credit, RITES provided passenger coaches. It had
already delivered 120 of the 160 coaches required.
Rail India Technical and Economic Service Limited are known as RITES. It
was founded in 1974.
The Ministry of Railways owns RITES. It was founded with the intention of
providing consulting services to operators both in India and internationally.
It was later expanded to include the design of other infrastructure projects
such as ports, airports, urban planning, and motorways.
IRCON
The railway rails between Maho Anuradhapura and Omanthai are being
upgraded by IRCON.
Indian Railways Construction Limited (IRCON) is a company that builds
railways in India.
Indian Railways is the company that owns it. It is a company that specializes
in construction and engineering.
It was founded in 1956 under the Indian Companies Act.

Golden Globe Awards
On January 9, 2022, the Golden Globe Awards were held behind closed doors.
Highlights:
"The Power Of The Dog" was named Best Film (Drama), while its director,
"Jane Campion," was named Best Director.
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Will Smith earned his first Golden Globe for King Richard, for Best Film
Actor (Drama).
Being The Ricardos earned Nicole Kidman her seventh Golden Globe for
Best Film Actress (Drama).
Steven Spielberg's remake of West Side Story won awardsBest Film Actress (Comedy/Musical) for Rachel Zegler
Best Film (Comedy/Musical), and
Best Supporting Actress (Film) for Ariana DeBose.
Andrew Garfield took home the award for Best Film Actor
(Comedy/Musical) for his film "tick, tick... BOOM!"
TV Category
Succession took home three awards in the TV category. Best Actor (Drama)
went to Jeremy Strong, while Best Supporting Actress went to Sarah Snook.
Succession also took home the title for Best Drama Series.
For Ted Lasso, Jason Sudeikis won Best TV Actor (Comedy/Musical).
In the area of "TV comedy," Hacks came out on top.
O Yeong-su won Best Supporting Actor for his performance in Squid Game
(Television).
Golden Globe Awards
Since January 1944, the Golden Globe Awards have been given out. The 87
members of the Hollywood Foreign Press Association bestow it.
The award honors excellence in film and television from the United States
and around the world.
Every year, in the month of January, the awards are presented at an annual
event.
The Golden Globes' eligibility period corresponds to the calendar year,
which runs from January 1 to December 31.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the 78th Golden Globe Awards were an
exception to this restriction.

Forex Crisis: India Supports Srilanka
India has provided financial aid to Sri Lanka in the amount of USD 900 million in
loans to enable the island nation to replenish its low foreign reserves and purchase
food.
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Highlights:
It should be emphasized that due to a lack of dollars to pay for imports, Sri
Lanka is currently experiencing a shortage of practically all necessary items.
Through the Reserve Bank of India, India is offering its assistance (RBI).
Gopal Baglay, the Indian High Commissioner to Sri Lanka, met with
Cabraal and expressed India's strong support for Sri Lanka following the
RBI's decision to issue over USD 900 million in credit.
These include a USD 509 million Asian Clearing Union settlement deferral
and a USD 400 million currency swap.
Due to a lack of dollars to pay for imports, Sri Lanka is currently facing a
shortage of practically all essentials.
Additionally, power cuts are enforced during peak hours due to a lack of fuel
to drive turbines by the state power agency.
Because the electrical board has substantial overdue bills, the state fuel
organization has halted oil deliveries.
The single refinery was forced to close due to a lack of funds to pay for
crude imports in dollars.

UNESCO Heritage List - Nordic Clinker Boats
In December 2021, the United Nations' cultural agency, UNESCO, inscribed the
Nordic "clinker boats" to its Heritage List.
Highlights:
For thousands of years, wooden sailboats have allowed northern Europeans
to spread influence, trade, and even conflict across continents and seas.
The UNESCO designation was requested jointly by Denmark, Iceland,
Finland, Sweden, and Norway.
The term "clinker" is said to refer to the way the building's wooden boards
were attached.
The use of overlapping longitudinal hardwood hull planks distinguishes
wooden clinker boats.
These planks are held together by stitched or riveted seams. Internally, boats
are fortified with additional wooden components, particularly tall oak trees.
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Gaps are filled with a mixture of tar or tallow, animal hair, moss, and wool.
Museum Of Viking Ships:
The Viking Ship Museum is in Roskilde, which is west of Copenhagen.
It not only displays the remains of wooden vessels built over a thousand
years ago, but it also works to restore and reconstruct other Viking ships.
The construction process entails the application of experimental archaeology
methodologies in order to get a more comprehensive and practical
understanding of the Viking Age.
UNESCO World Heritage Site:
A place or monument that is constitutionally protected by an international
convention overseen by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization is known as a World Heritage Site (UNESCO).
UNESCO has classified these sites as having historical, cultural, scientific,
or other importance.
The locations were chosen because they have "global cultural and natural
heritage that is considered essential to humanity."
There are 1,154 World Heritage Sites in 167 countries as of July 2021.
There are 897 cultural properties, 218 natural properties, and 39 mixed
properties among them.
With 58 designated places, Italy is the country with the most UNESCO
World Heritage Sites.

Pakistan Sukuk Bond
Pakistan funded USD 1 billion using a Sukuk bond with a record interest rate of
7.95 percent.
Highlights:
It's the cost of an Islamic bond that Pakistan has pledged to pay.
In exchange for a much-needed loan, the country has decided to mortgage a
piece of the Lahore-Islamabad Motorway.
It has also increased the loan to retain government foreign exchange reserves
at current levels ahead of the repayments of some significant foreign debts.
Imran Khan, the Prime Minister of Pakistan, turned to international financial
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markets after spending roughly USD 2 billion of the USD 3 billion he
borrowed from Saudi Arabia.
As a result of this use, the gross official foreign exchange reserves have
fallen to USD 17 billion.
Pakistan issued a 7-year tenor asset-backed Sukuk bond with a 7.95 percent
interest rate to generate USD 1 billion.
Sukuk Bond
Financial certificates are referred to as Sukuk in Arabic. Sharia-compliant
bonds are another name for this type of bond.
Sukuk are "equal denomination securities that represent individual
ownership interests in a portfolio of qualified existing or prospective assets,"
according to the Accounting and Auditing Organization for Islamic
Financial Institutions (AAOIFI).
In 1988, the OIC's Fiqh academy approved the use of Sukuk. Sukuk was
created as an alternative to traditional bonds, which are not deemed lawful
by many Muslims due to the interest they pay.
Sukuk securities are structured to pay profit rather than interest in
compliance with Sharia law.
The main distinction between an Islamic Sukuk and a standard Eurobond is
that an Islamic Sukuk is backed by an asset that pays a lower interest rate.
The government, on the other hand, paid a greater interest rate on the assetbacked bond than on a regular tenor bond.

IMF Wants El Salvador To Remove Bitcoin Legal Status
El Salvador was recently asked by the International Monetary Fund to remove
bitcoin's legal status.
Highlights:
El Salvador became the first country to enable its citizens to utilize
cryptocurrency in September 2021.
Fears spread across the country that bitcoin would lead to inflation and
unrest. Bitcoin was made legal in order to help the country's economic
development.
A total of 200 new cash machines have been placed across the country.
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El Salvador intends to develop a new bitcoin city at the volcano's base. The
project will be funded through Bitcoin.
Bitcoin has lost half its value now within the country. Bitcoin was trading at
67,734 USD in November 2021. In January 2022, it's trading at 37,000 USD.
El Salvador stays divided with the move. Half the population is against the
move.
The country provided 30 USD in bitcoins for free of charge as a start. many
voters are unaware of bitcoin and its uses.
Remittances structure 20% of the country's GDP. So consistent with the El
Salvadorians working abroad, sending money through bitcoin is going to be
cheaper for them.
IMF Say:
IMF has warned El Salvador that it'll be difficult for the Latin American
country to urge loans from the world organization if the latter isn't removing
the status of bitcoin.
El Salvador might face large consumer protection risks, financial instability
by legalizing Bitcoin.
Also, IMF is of the view that Bitcoin may be a controversial currency and it
can fluctuate largely.
World Bank Say:
World Bank is additionally opposing the status given to Bitcoin in El
Salvador. the World Bank warned the country before the legalization began.
As per World Bank, this was an attention-seeking move of the present
authoritative regime within the country.

Conversion Therapy Ban In Canada
The Canadian government officially adopted a measure prohibiting conversion
therapy on January 7, 2022, which was approved by the Canadian Parliament in
December 2021.
Highlights:
Canada has joined a narrow group of countries that have banned conversion
therapy, a discredited practice that purports to be able to change a person's
gender identity or sexual orientation.
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The measure makes it illegal to "offer, promote, or advertise conversion
treatment." Because LGBTQ2 rights are human rights, it will now be
prohibited to encourage, market, benefit from, or subject someone to this
harmful or cruel behavior.
Provisions Of New Law:
Anyone who attempts to submit someone of any age to conversion therapy,
with or without his agreement, will face up to five years in prison under the
new rule.
If anyone is caught advocating, advertising, or profiting from this conduct,
they could face up to two years in prison.
LGBTQ2:
The Canadian government uses the abbreviation LGBTQ2. The number "2"
denotes a male and female Two-Spirit.
As a result, LGBTQ2 is a culturally distinctive label used by Indigenous
people to refer to someone whose gender identity, sexual orientation, or
spiritual identity includes both male and female spirits.
Conversion Therapy
Conversion therapy is predicated on the idea that one's sexual orientation can
be changed or cured.
Religious leaders frequently engage in this technique. Licensed clinicians
are, nonetheless, involved in the practice.
Other countries that have banned the practice include Brazil, Germany,
Ecuador, and Malta. Countries such as Argentina, Samoa, Uruguay, Fiji, and
Nauru have all made indirect bans on the practice.
In some locations, the United States, Australia, and Spain have banned the
practice.

Red Sanders IUCN Assessment
The Red Sanders (or Red Sandalwood) was recently reclassified by the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as 'endangered' on its Red
List.
Highlights:
Pterocarpus santalinus is the scientific name for the Red Sanders species.
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It is an endemic tree species to India, with a geographical range limited to
the Eastern Ghats.
The species is only found in a small area of woodland in Andhra Pradesh.
In 2018, it was designated as a 'near threatened' species.
When a species was removed from the endangered list for the first time since
1997, it was a cause for celebration.
For the past three generations, the Red Sanders species has seen its
population drop by 50-80%.
As a result, it was once again placed in the Endangered category. Red
Sanders are prized for their deep color and medicinal benefits.
They are in considerable demand in Asia, particularly in China and Japan,
for usage in cosmetics and pharmaceuticals.
Furniture, woodcraft, and musical instruments are all made using it.
CITES Status:
The Red Sanders is listed in CITES Appendix II. As a result, foreign trade is
prohibited.
The tree's harvest is likewise regulated throughout states, yet there is still
unlawful commerce.
IUCN Red List:
IUCN is in charge of maintaining the Red List.
It is a list of flora and fauna species that are classified according to their
conservation status. The following are the current conditions:
Least concern It is for the species, which are abundant in numbers.
Extinct It is for those species, which have completely disappeared from the
planet.
Critically endangered- This category is for threatened species.
Endangered Threatened species are added to this list
Vulnerable The category is reserved for threatened species.

Low Population Growth In Nepal
According to the Central Bureau of Statistics, Nepal's population has grown by
10.18 percent in the last ten years, reaching 29,192,480 people.
Highlights:
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The population of the Lipulekh, Kalapani, and Limpiyadhura areas was also
included in the total data for the first time in 60 years, thanks to an informal
census.
Approximately 750 individuals live in these locations, according to the
bureau. In 2021, the National Census was held from November 11 to
November 25.
According to the organization, Nepal's population grew by 0.93 percent per
year on average. It was the lowest in Nepal's 80-year history, dating back to
1911 when population censuses were conducted.
In the 2011 census, the average population growth rate was 1.35 percent.
Nepal had a population of 26,494,504 people, according to the 2011 census.
In the year 2021, the average family size was 4.32 persons. It was 4.88
members in the previous census.
According to World Bank statistics, Nepal's yearly population growth rate in
2020 will be lower than the global average of 1.01 percent.
Growth Rate And Fertility Rate:
Since 2011, the rate of population increase has slowed. However, in the
censuses of 1920 and 1930, Nepal's overall population decreased.
The weakest growth rate in Nepal in eight decades is due to a declining birth
rate and out-migration.
Women's fertility rates in Nepal have likewise been dropping for several
years.
According to the Nepal Demographic Health Survey, Nepal's fertility rate
was 2.3 per woman in 2016.
It had fallen from 2011 when it was 2.6 per woman. Since 1996, when the
per woman fertility rate was 4.6, Nepal's fertility rate declined.

Similarities In Ibonia And Ramayana
The Malagasy epic of Ibonia, according to Indian poet and diplomat Abhay K., is
similar in grand plot to the Indian epic of Ramayana.
Highlights:
According to the poet, Ramayana is famous in South East Asian countries,
particularly Indonesia. It is still performed and presented throughout
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Indonesia.
Because the origins of the Merina people of Madagascar may be traced back
to Indonesia, it was thought that Madagascar should construct its version of
Ramayana.
Ibonia is a Madagascar epic poetry. It is likely several hundred years old. It
tells the story of Ibonia's conception, birth, struggle, marriage, and death.
The poem has already been told in numerous forms on Madagascar's island.
It predates the printing press's arrival in Madagascar in the early nineteenth
century.
The story's first known transcription was made in the 1870s. It quickly
became a canonical work in the African literary tradition.
Similarities In Ibonia And Ramayana
Ravato kidnaps Ibonia's betrothed bride Rampela, akin to Ravana
kidnapping Rama's wife, Sita.
Ibonia's battle with Rabato to reclaim his wife Rampela is reminiscent of
Rama's battle with Ravana to reclaim Sita.
Sanskrit provides 300 words in Malagasy.

Developing Country Tag at WTO
The term "developing country" was recently coined by the World Trade
Organization. Several countries would be unable to tolerate this.
Highlights:
There are no formal definitions for "developed" or "developing" countries in
the organization. However, other countries can contest the offer when a tag
is provided.
Even though the WTO has not specified a definition, two-thirds of its
members claim developing countries.
Because countries can classify themselves as developing, China has taken
advantage of the opportunity. China is attempting to expand its global trade
supremacy in this way.
China And Developing Tag:
A developing country has various advantages under the WTO. The S&DT
provisions in WTO agreements give developing countries special privileges.
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S&DT stands for Special and Differential Treatment. These clauses allow
members to treat them with favor.
Low tariffs, import duty exemptions, free trade, and so on. The developing
categories give countries a more forgiving aim.
China just declared itself to be the world's largest developing economy.
Issues:
In 2020, the Chinese had a per capita income of USD 10,435. On the other
hand, India had a per capita income of USD 1,928.
Based on the World Bank's definition of a developing country, India has
questioned China's position.
The United States, Australia, and European countries are all against it. China
has been labeled "unfair" by the countries.
Data limitations, preferential treatment for state-owned firms, and a lack of
enforcement of intellectual property rights are just a few examples of China's
unfair practices.
China is also the world's second-largest economy at the moment. In 2021, it
accounted for one-fourth of world GDP.

America COMPETES Act 2022
The America Competes Act of 2022, which was recently enacted, will create new
opportunities for bright specialists worldwide.
Highlights:
Creating Opportunities for Manufacturing, Pre-Eminence in Technology,
and Economic Strength Act are all examples of COMPETES.
The act's primary goal is to strengthen supply chains.
Under the legislation, the US government has made the following fund
allocations:
To boost semiconductor production in the United States, a total of 52 million
dollars has been set aside.
Forty-five million dollars will be used to give grants and loans and
strengthen manufacturing and supply chain resilience.
Climate change, social and economic inequality, and immigration have all
received funding.
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The bill provides a new green card for entrepreneurs and exempts STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) professionals.
A new "W" classification is created due to the act. They are non-immigrant
business owners.
Importance
The statute indicates that the United States is expanding its chances for
professional and bright Indian workers.
Indians primarily use the H1-B work permit. They control a significant
portion of the H1-B visa market.
The statute expands the opportunities available to Indian professionals.

World's-Largest Canal Lock In Netherlands
Ijmuiden, Amsterdam, Netherlands, has opened the world's giant canal lock.
Highlights:
Ijmuiden, a small port city in the Port of Amsterdam, The Netherlands, has
opened the world's giant canal lock.
King Willen-Alexander of the Netherlands opened the sea lock. The sea lock
at Ijmuiden is 500 meters (1,640 ft) long and 70 meters broad.
The major infrastructure project began in 2016 and was supposed to be
completed by 2019. It also exceeded the budget by roughly 300 million
($338 million).
The Ijmuiden lock enabled large, contemporary cargo ships to approach
Amsterdam's port.
Ships will no longer have to wait for a good water level to enter the canal
because the structure is deep enough.
The building stands nearly nine meters above sea level and serves as flood
defense.
Amsterdam is the Netherlands' capital.
The Netherlands currency is the Euro, and Mark Rutte is the Prime Minister.

World Gold Council: Gold Demand Trends 2021
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According to the World Gold Council, global gold demand jumps 10% to 4,021
tonnes.
Highlights:
According to the World Gold Council's (WGC) publication 'Gold Demand
Trends 2021,' worldwide gold demand increased 10% to 4,021.3 tonnes in
2021.
Overall gold demand in 2020 was 3,658.8 tonnes, which was impacted by
the Covid-19-related interruptions.
The demand for gold was driven mainly by central bank purchases in the
fourth quarter of 2021 and a rebound in jewelry purchasing, primarily in
India and China.
On the back of improved consumer optimism and pent-up demand following
the Covid-19-related disruptions, India's gold consumption increased to
797.3 tonnes in 2021. The optimistic trend is expected to continue this year.
World Gold Council:
David Tait is the CEO of the World Gold Council.
The headquarters of the World Gold Council is located in London, United
Kingdom.
Kelvin Dushnisky is the President of the World Gold Council, which was
founded in 1987.

Google To Invest $1 Billion In Airtel
Bharti Airtel and Google have launched long-term cooperation to help India's
digital ecosystem grow faster.
Highlights:
Bharti Airtel and Google have launched long-term cooperation to help
India's digital ecosystem grow faster.
Google would spend $1 billion in Airtel as part of the agreement. Google
would invest USD 700 million to acquire a 1.28 percent interest in Bharti
Airtel Ltd.
The remaining USD 300 million will be used to fund multi-year commercial
agreements with Airtel, including products developed in collaboration
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between the two tech giants.
The one-billion-dollar investment is part of Google's ten-billion-dollar
'Google for India Digitization Fund,' launched in 2020.
This is Google's second investment in a telecom company in India (after
Reliance Jio).
The two corporations had been in talks since the first part of 2021, finally
concluding.

India-UAE Capital Funds To Support Start Ups
India and the United Arab Emirates have pooled their resources to create a $150
million fund to support startups.
Highlights:
Within the next ten years, the fund will assist in creating ten unicorns.
Unicorns are companies with a market capitalization of more than one
billion dollars.
The fund was announced at the Dubai EXPO 2020. The fund will act as a
catalyst for the startups' development.
It will be highly beneficial to startups in their early stages of development.
In both countries, the fund will support at least fifty startups. The fund's
Indian representative is NASSCOM.
A Memorandum of Understanding was signed between India and the United
Arab Emirates to raise the fund.
Youths have a lot of job prospects in the startup environment. They make it
possible for young people to realize their entrepreneurial potential.
However, the major impediment to realizing their potential is a cash
shortage. The fund will assist startups in overcoming this challenge.
Startups:
In India, there are about 60,000 startups. During the pandemic in India, the
number of startups has increased dramatically.
Indian startups are expected to raise $11.5 billion in 2020. In 2021, it will
have risen to 42 billion USD.
In the year 2021 alone, 46 startups were awarded unicorn status. This brings
the total number of people to 90.
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In terms of startups, the UAE is still in its infancy. The UAE government is
working on measures to boost the number of new businesses.
Import and export tariffs are not applicable. The United Arab Emirates is a
beautiful place to begin connecting with the Middle East.
Employees and their families have easy access to the UAE. As a result, the
UAE is increasingly considered a potential alternative for startups.

Digital Rights And Principles Proposed By EU
The European Union is the first to propose digital rights in the world. The rights are
intended to promote democracy and protect people's rights.
Highlights:
It ensures a secure internet experience. The rights aspire to give all of its
member countries affordable digital connectivity.
It also intends to improve the internet's speed. The rights will equip the
classrooms and hire digitally adept teachers.
In addition, digital rights will allow for seamless access to government
services. It will give children a secure atmosphere.
The digital rights will determine how personal data will be used and with
whom it will be shared.
It will compile information on digital products that is simple to comprehend.
EU Digital Rights
People with these rights can produce, utilize, access, and publish digital
media and use computers and other communication networks.
Digital rights are linked to freedom of expression and privacy. EU digital
rights also cover digital devices.
It ensures the bloc's long-term viability and green transition aims. It
distinguishes between illegal offline and online behaviors.
It will serve as a helpful guide for policymakers as they consider technology
options.
It puts people at the center of everything.
Some Key Digital Rights are,
Right to use digital content.
Right to access electronic devices like computers.
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Right to privacy.
Right to create digital content.
Right to express ideas digitally.
Right to report what seems inappropriate.
Six Principles:
To promote the sustainability of the digital future
To increase safety, empowerment, and security of individuals
To foster participation in digital public space
To ensure freedom of choice, online
To support solidarity and inclusion
To put people and their rights in the center of digital transformation.

Beijing Winter Olympics: Artificial Snow
For the 2022 Winter Olympics in China, artificial snowflakes are being created.
Highlights:
In 1980, the Olympics employed snowmaking for the first time over Lake
Placid. Sochi (Russia) used artificial snow in 2014.
However, this is the first time a single business would supply all of the snow
required for the games.
China has become the first country to hold the summer and winter Olympic
games.
China will generate artificial snowflakes at Olympic venues like
snowboarding and ski jumping.
Zhangjiakou will host the cross country, biathlon, Nordic, freestyle, and
snowboarding events.
It is a ski resort located 100 kilometers from the host city. The temperature
falls below 0 degrees Celsius here.
Snowfall, on the other hand, is lower. Earlier in the season, there was a lot of
snow. It has now shrunk to millimeters.
The Olympics can't rely on a smattering of snow. Artificial snowflakes will
be made as a result.
For gliding games, artificial snow is essential. A good amount of snow
equals a successful Winter Olympics.
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Artificial Snowflake Making
Techno Alpin, an Italian snowmaking company, will supply artificial
snowflakes.
The corporation will use massive fan-powered cannons and stick lances.
Water will be sprayed continuously from a nearby reservoir using this
apparatus.
Multiple pump stations will be used to pressurize the air. The water mist
particles cool and crystallize into the snow as they descend.
This creates a snow-like effect. This system will require 49 million gallons
of water from China's natural resources.
Concerns
With the introduction of artificial snow, countries are questioning if the
Olympics will be green and clean.
China had previously stated that the Olympics would be held in a green and
clean environment.
According to environmentalists, the water needed to make the snow is
unavoidable for the region's fruit farms.
China's glaciers are melting, and the country's natural water supplies are
running out.
Since 1950, China has lost one-fifth of its ice cover. Furthermore,
environmentalists claim that artificial snow cannot be converted to pure
water.
This is due to chemicals to keep the water in a snowy state for a more
extended period.

New Great Barrier Reef Protection Plan By Australia
Australia announced a new strategy to protect the Great Barrier Reef, which has
been destroyed by climate change, on January 28, 2022.
Highlights:
The government has announced a USD 700 million package to conserve the
Great Barrier Reef, in the hopes of keeping the massive network of corals on
the UNESCO World Heritage list.
The plan will assist the reef to avoid being added to UNESCO's
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"endangered" list.
When the United Nations threatened to revoke the reef's World Heritage
status in 2015, Australia responded by developing a "Reef 2050" plan and
investing billions of dollars in its conservation.
The interventions are thought to have slowed the rate of deterioration.
However, a large portion of the reef system has already been harmed.
Coral Reefs Bleaching:
Since 1998, bleaching has devastated 98 percent of the reef, according to a
recent study. Only a little portion of the reef has been spared.
When healthy corals are strained by rising water temperatures, bleaching
occurs. They discharge algae existing in their tissues as a result of the high
temperature.
They lose their vivid colors as a result of the algae.
During heatwaves in 2016, 2017, and 2020, the Australian reef saw three
mass bleaching outbreaks. Corals are fighting for their lives as a result of
bleaching events.
Great Barrier Reef
With almost 2,900 distinct reefs and 900 islands, it is the world's largest
coral reef system. The system covers a total area of 344,400 square
kilometers and spans over 2,300 kilometers.
It is off the coast of Queensland, Australia, in the Coral Sea. It is separated
from the coast by a channel that is 100 miles long and 200 feet broad.
From space, the Reef system may be seen. It is the world's largest single
living organism construction.
In 1981, the reef system was listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site
because it supports such a diverse range of life.
Hundreds of billions of small organisms make up the Great Barrier Reef,
which is made up of them. Coral polyps are the name for these invertebrates.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Padhe Bharat
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan launched the 'Padhe Bharat'
100-day Reading Campaign on 1 January.
Highlights:
The Padhe Bharat Campaign was launched to help students improve their
academic performance.
It is a significant step toward improving learning levels because it fosters
creativity, critical thinking, vocabulary, and the ability to express oneself
verbally and in writing.
It will assist children in making connections with their surroundings and reallife situations.
The campaign will cover children in Balvatika from kindergarten to eighth
grade. On January 1, 2022, the Padhe Bharat campaign began.
It will take place over the course of 100 days, or 14 weeks. On April 10,
2022, it will come to an end.
The campaign was launched with the goal of involving all stakeholders,
including children, educational administrators, teachers, parents, the
community, and others, at both the national and state levels.
Activities
One activity has been designed per week for each group as part of the 100
days campaign, with the goal of making reading enjoyable and creating a
lifelong association with the joy of reading.
A comprehensive guideline on the Reading Campaign, as well as an ageappropriate weekly calendar of activities, has been prepared by the Ministry.
All of the guidelines were developed in collaboration with states and union
territories. The goals and vision of the "foundational Literacy and Numeracy
mission" have also been aligned with the reading campaign.
The campaign will also emphasize Indian languages such as mother tongues,
regional languages, and local languages.
In order to achieve this goal, the campaign has been linked to "International
Mother Tongue Day," which takes place on 21 February.
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Water Taxi Service In Mumbai
Mumbai's much-anticipated Water Taxi Services are expected to begin in January
2022.
Highlights:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is expected to launch the water taxi service
in the first week of January 2022. There are three operators available right
now.
After their catamaran is certified fit, the fourth operator will join. Following
Nitin Gadkari's appointment as Shipping Minister, work on the Water Taxi
Services project was accelerated.
The Mumbai Port Trust (MbPT), Maharashtra Maritime Board, and City &
Industrial Development Corporation have collaborated on the Water Taxi
Service project (CIDCO).
Mumbai Water Transport Project
This service will most likely connect the Domestic Cruise Terminal at Ferry
Wharf with the terminals in Belapur and Nerul.
Several operators have been given the following routes:
International Cruise Terminal to Elephanta Domestic Cruise Terminal
(DCT) to Karanjade, Rewas, and Dharamtar.
DCT to Belapur, Vashi, Nerul, Airoli, Khanderi Islands & JNPT
The most important route will be DCT to JNPT and Navi Mumbai.
Fares And Time
DTC to Navi Mumbai fares will range from Rs 1200 to 1500 per passenger,
while DTC to JNPT fares will be around Rs 750.
At the moment, the fares are extremely high. Once operators have a large
catamaran, rates will be reduced.
The ferry from DCT to Navi Mumbai will take 30 minutes, and the ferry
from DCT to JNPT will take 15-20 minutes.
These services are available for 300 to 330 days out of the year. It will not,
however, function in extremely heavy rains.
Previously, the Gateway of India was connected to Navi Mumbai by
catamaran, and Girgaum to Juhu by catamaran.
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However, the services were terminated in 1994. The Mumbai-Mandwa route
is currently served by speedboats, catamarans, and launches.
It is also launched to connect Mumbai to Uran, Rewas, Mora, Mandwa, and
Elephanta Caves via launches.

Census 2021 Updates
The first phase of the census and data collection for updating the National
Population Register (NPR) has been postponed at least until September 2022,
according to the Central Government.
Highlights:
District, sub-district, taluka, tehsil, and police station boundaries were frozen
in December 2021, but this was postponed until June 2022.
The census cannot be conducted without the administrative unit boundary
limits being frozen. It is completed at least three months in advance.
Between two censuses, all jurisdictional changes in an administrative area
must be covered in order for administrative units to be finalized.
The number of districts has increased from 640 in 2011 to 736 in 2021,
according to provisional data compiled by the Registrar General of India
(RGI).
The number of sub-districts has increased from 5,925 in 2011 to 6,754 in
2021, while census towns have increased from 3,892 to 5,050 and statutory
towns have increased from 4,041 to 4,657.
Villages, on the other hand, have decreased from 6,40,934 to 6,39,083 over
the same time period.
Phase Of Census 2021:
From April to September 2020, the first phase of Census 2021, which
included house listing, housing census, and updating the NPR, was
scheduled.
However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it was postponed indefinitely.
The census's second and most important phase, which involves population
enumeration, was set to end on March 5, 2021.
However, this was impossible because states were prohibited from forming
new administrative units from January 1, 2020, to March 31, 2021.
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National Population Register (NPR)
NPR is a list of everyone who lives in India. It includes citizens as well as
non-citizens. The first edition of NPR was published in 2010.
In 2015, it was updated. It has already compiled a database with information
on 119 crore people. Along with the first phase of the 2020 census, NPR was
to be updated.
It was established by the Ministry of Home Affairs in 1961 to plan, conduct,
and analyze the results of India's demographic surveys, such as the
Linguistic Survey and the Census of India.
A civil servant with the rank of Joint Secretary holds the position of
Registrar.
In India, the census is the single most important source of statistical data on
various aspects of citizens' lives. In 1881, the first synchronous census was
conducted.

Nineteenth Tranche Of Electoral Bonds
On December 31, 2021, the central government approved the issuance of the 19th
tranche of electoral bonds, down that route of assembly polls in five states.
Highlights:
Electoral bonds will be available for purchase from January 1 to October 10,
2022.
The bonds will be issued and encashed by the State Bank of India (SBI)
through its 29 Authorized Branches.
Five states, namely Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab,
and Goa, will hold assembly elections.
Electoral Bond
Electoral Bonds are a type of financial instrument that can be used to donate
to political parties.
These bonds are available in denominations of 1000, 10000, 1 lakh, 10 lakh,
and 1 crore rupees, with no upper limit.
The only bank authorized to issue these bonds is SBI. The bonds are valid
for fifteen days from the date of issuance.
They can be redeemed in a registered political party's designated account. It
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does not include the name of the donor.
In the months of January, April, July, and October, any person who is a
citizen of India or has a business in India can purchase these bonds for ten
days each.
Bonds can be purchased individually or in groups with other people.
The first batch of electoral bonds was sold from March 1 to March 10, 2018.
Between September 1 and 10, 2021, the 18th tranche of bonds was sold.
Electoral bonds allow parties registered under the Representation of the
People Act 1951 to receive donations.
Furthermore, in the most recent elections, these parties should not have
received less than 1% of the vote.

One Nation-One Grid-One Frequency
As part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, PowerGrid Corporation Limited
commemorated the achievement of "One Nation One Grid."
Highlights:
On this occasion, Free health check-ups and medical camps were organized
across 70 locations.
India's total multi-transmission capacity is currently around 1,12,250 MW.
By 2022, it is expected to increase to around 1,18,740 MW.
By transferring power from resource-centric regions to load-centric regions,
synchronization of all provincial grids will aid in the most efficient use of
natural resources.
It will also result in the establishment of a thriving electricity market in
India, which will facilitate power trading.
National Grid India History
Grid management in India began in the 1960s on a regional basis. Grids
were initially connected to form a regional grid. Going to follow this, India
was divided into five grid-based regions:
Northern Grid
Eastern Grid
Western Grid
North Eastern Grid and
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Southern region.
In October 1991, the North Eastern and Eastern Grids were linked. In March
2003, the Western Grid and the North Eastern Grid were linked.
The North and East grids were connected in 2006. As a result, four regional
grids, the Northern, Eastern, Western, and North Eastern grids, were
interconnected to form a single-frequency central grid.
With the commencement of the 765kV Raichur-Solapur Power line in 2013,
the Southern Region was linked to the Central Grid.
With this, the goal of 'ONE NATION'-'ONE GRID'-'ONE FREQUENCY'
was met.
Power Grid Corporation Of India
Power Grid is a statutory corporation in India that reports to the Ministry of
Power. Gurugram is the company's headquarters.
The company's main business is bulk power transmission across India.
Around half of the entire power generated in India is transmitted through the
power grid.

Kochi Water Metro Project Gets First-Ever Electric Boat
The Kochi Metro Rail Limited received the first battery-powered electric boat
manufactured for the Kochi Water Metro Project in Kerala.
Highlights:
The fully air-conditioned boat is one of 23 being manufactured for the
747-crore Kochi Water Metro project by the Cochin Shipyard.
The Kochi Water Metro system would include 78 ships that will connect 38
ports over 76 route kilometers.
For all Banking, SSC, Insurance, and other exams, get the Prime Test Series.
The 100-passenger water metro boat is powered by batteries.
The battery can be charged in 10 to 15 minutes while the passengers are
boarding.
According to KMRL, this is the first time a centrally managed integrated
water transportation system with a large fleet has been powered by a battery.
The Kochi Metro Rail Limited has built 23 battery-powered electric boats
for the water metro project.
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The first boat was handed over to the KMRL in the presence of its MD
Loknath Behra and his wife Madhumita Behra at a ceremony held at the
shipyard here.
The occasion was attended by CSL Chairman and Managing Director
Madhu S Nair, KMRL Directors K R Kumar and D K Sinha, CSL Directors
Bjoy Bhaskar and V J Jose, Water Metro General Manager Shaji
Janardhanan, and others.
The boat was given the name Muziris by Madhmita Behra.

Jawaharlal Nehru Road Now Called Narendra Modi Marg
Ganga Prasad, the Governor of Sikkim, has announced a new road, Narendra Modi
Marg.
Highlights:
From the 4th mile of Kyongsala, the Governor looked down on the road
under Kabi Lungchok.
The alternative to Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg is this street. Border Roads
Organization constructed the National Monument on National Highway 310.
Indian tourists will have an easier time getting to the Nathula Border.
The Border Roads Organization built the stretch, which has cut the distance
between Gangtok and Tsomgo Lake by 15 kilometers.
The proposal to change the name of the road after the prime minister was
passed unanimously in the gram sabha on December 20, according to IK
Rasaily, the village council head of 51 Kyongasala GPU.
The Border Roads Organization built the stretch, which has cut the length
between Gangtok and Tsomgo Lake by 15 kilometers.
Rasaily explained that it is a small gesture to give thanks to the PM, who
made free vaccines and rations available during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Jhansi Railway Station Renamed Veerangana Laxmibai Railway Station
Jhansi Railway Station in Uttar Pradesh has been renamed 'Veerangana Laxmibai
Railway Station.'
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Highlights:
Yogi Adityanath, the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, has announced that
the Jhansi Railway Station in Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh, has been renamed
"Veerangana Laxmibai Railway Station" in honor of Rani Laxmibai.
Yogi Adityanath, the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, made the
announcement.
The UP government has released a notice to this effect, and the railways
have begun preparatory work to implement the change.
Mughalsarai Railway Station was previously known as Pt. Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Junction, and Faizabad Railway Station was known as Ayodhya
Cantt.
The railway station's station code will be changed in the future.
The renaming will likely boost tourism in the area, as well as benefit the
Bundelkhand region.
The railway station will be named after Rani Laxmibai after some
formalities are completed. According to Manoj Singh, the Jhansi railway
station will be renamed the Veerangana Laxmibai railway station.
Faizabad was renamed Ayodhya, Allahabad was renamed Prayagraj, and
Mughalsarai station was renamed Deen Dayal Upadhyay Junction by the
Yogi government.

NTPC To Buy Equity In Power Exchange Of India Ltd
NTPC intends to purchase a 5% stake in Power Exchange of India Ltd.
Highlights:
NTPC Ltd., a state-owned power generation company, is set to buy a 5%
stake in Power Exchange of India Ltd. (PXIL
It should be stated that the government intends to increase the share of spot
power in India's total electricity supply to 25% by 2023-24.
The size of small power trading is currently around 5%.
It became India's first institutionalized promoted power exchange on
February 20, 2008.
PXIL offers a variety of electricity market solutions and facilitates the
connection of buyers and sellers.
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The PXIL has a paid-up capital of Rs 58.47 crore and an officially approved
share capital of Rs 120 crore.
National Thermal Power Corporation Limited, or NTPC Limited, is an
Indian established by law corporation.
It was involved in the generation of electricity as well as other related
activities.
It is a legislative corporation that was established under the Companies Act
of 1956 and is owned by the Ministry of Power of the Government of India.

GitHub Case
On 3 January 2021, Bengaluru police detained an engineering student for
questioning in connection with their investigation into two apps where photographs
of Muslim women were posted to "auction" them.
Highlights:
The latest app was discovered on 1 January when authorities were
approached by women who had been targeted. The last application was
released in July 2021.
A second-year civil engineering student was brought into the prison. He had
a Twitter account to share stuff from the app.
Unknown persons were named in an FIR filed by Mumbai cyber police
under Indian Penal Code (IPC) sections 153A, 153 B, 295A, 354D, 500, and
509, and Section 67 of the Information Technology Act.
The case was initiated based on the claims of several of the women whose
photos were utilized in the app.
The July app is also being investigated by the Intelligent Fusion and
Strategic Operations Unit (IFSO).
The guy was arrested about the outcry over the disturbing online 'auction' of
Muslim women through GitHub's 'Sulli Deals.'
'Bulli Bai,' a similar platform, distributed profiles and photographs of
women asking others to participate in an 'auction.'
Sulli Deals and Bulli Bai were developed on the GitHub open-source
platform.
Github
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It is an Internet hosting company specializing in Git version control and
software development.
It includes Git's source code management (SCM) and shared version control
functions, as well as its own. Access control and collaboration tools such as
feature requests, issue tracking, task management, project wikis, and
continuous integration are also included in the app.
It is based in California and has been a Microsoft subsidiary since 2018.
Open-source projects are frequently hosted on this platform.
It is not a social media platform but rather a software repository enabling
programmers and coders to keep their software code online.
GitHub claims to have over 73 million developers and 200 million
repositories as of November 2021.

NENEAT 3.0AT 3.0
Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Education Minister, and Skill Development Minister
launched "National Educational Alliance for Technology (NEAT) 3.0" on 3
January.
Highlights:
NEAT 3.0 was created as a unified platform for providing students in India
with better ed-tech solutions and courses.
The minister also launched AICTE-recommended technical publications in
regional languages at the event.
Learning regional languages will assist adolescents in developing these skills
and preparing them to become global citizens.
The Ministry of Human Resource Development (formerly the Ministry of
Education) launched the NEAT scheme to use technology to improve
learning outcomes in higher education.
It was created with the goal of leveraging Artificial Intelligence to make
education more individualized and customized for the individual learner.
It also aims to highlight the advancement of adaptive learning technologies
and bring them together on a unified platform.
It also recommends forming a National Alliance with EdTech companies in
the development stage through a Public-Private Partnership (PPP).
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A National NEAT portal was built as part of the scheme to provide one-stop
access to Adaptive Learning Solutions.
National Educational Alliance for Technology 3.0
NEAT is an initiative to provide the best-developed technical solutions in
the education industry for boosting youth employability on a single platform
for learners' convenience.
Artificial intelligence is used in these solutions to provide a tailored and
personal touch for better learning and skill development in a variety of
specialty areas.
NEAT will be critical in digital inclusion, especially among economically
disadvantaged children. It will also assist in meeting India's and the world's
knowledge-based requirements.
NEAT currently has 58 global and Indian ed-tech start-ups on board.
They are providing 100 courses and e-resources to help students improve
their learning outcomes, build employable skills, and overcome learning
loss.
The NEAT scheme is implemented by the All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE).
Courses
AICTE should combine NEAT courses with skill India, according to the
education minister, in order to exploit potential in developing skill areas for
enhancing employability and preparing youth for the future.
The AICTE and educational technology businesses should provide eresources at the lowest possible cost.
Over 12 lakhs of socioeconomically disadvantaged students have received
free ed-tech course tickets valued at over Rs 253 crore as part of NEAT 3.0.

Indias First Global Index Of Cryptocurrencies IC15 Introduced By
Cryptowire
CryptoWire, a global crypto super app, and a TickerPlant special business unit
announced the launch of India's first cryptocurrency index, the IC15.
Highlights:
It is a rule-based broad market index based on market capitalization.
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According to the company, the IC15 tracks and assesses the achievement of
the top 15 popular trading liquid cryptocurrencies listed on the world's
leading crypto exchanges.
The Mumbai-based firm was created to provide insights into crypto mining
as well as a true benchmark and mirror of the underlying crypto market,
serving as a kind of barometer of the industry with a diverse representation
of overall market perceptions.
CryptoWire's Index
The index will be maintained, monitored, and administered by CryptoWire's
Index Governance Committee, which includes subject matter experts,
industry professionals, and academicians. It will be rebalanced every
quarter.
The index's Base Value is 10,000, and the base date is April 1, 2018.
IC15 will be made up of Bitcoin, Ethereum, XRP, Bitcoin Cash, Cardano,
Litecoin, Binance Coin, Chainlink, Polkadot, Uniswap, Dogecoin, Solana,
Terra, Avalanche, and Shia Inu.
Crypto hobbyists, investors, and money managers can use the index to
evaluate the progress of cryptocurrencies on global markets.

ECRP II Funds
The Indian government recently declared that 50 percent of the ECRP II money has
been disbursed.
Highlights:
The declaration was made in response to media reports that only 26.14
percent of the monies had been disbursed.
The main goal of the ECRP is to hasten the healthcare system's readiness.
From July 2021 and March 2022, the ECRP II will be implemented. Rs
23,123 crores has indeed been set aside for phase two.
The central government will contribute Rs 15,000 crores, with the states
picking up the balance.
Plans:
Plans: The strategy aims to support important COVID centers including
AIIMS, Safdarjung Hospital, and public hospitals in Shillong, Imphal, Delhi,
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Puducherry, and Chandigarh, as well as JIPMER. Six thousand beds will be
repurposed at these centers.
The National Center for Disease Control will receive genomic sequencing
devices (NCDC). NCDC will also receive support from Epidemic
Intelligence Services, the Scientific Control Room, and INSACOG.
The acronym HMIS stands for Hospital Information Management System.
The ECRP II will help fund the implementation of HMIS in all health
centers.
It is planned to expand the National Architecture of E Sanjeevani platform.
The daily teleconsultation limit will be raised to Rs. 5 lakhs. It is currently
fifty thousand.
The Department of Health and Family Welfare's Central War Rooms, the
COWIN platform, the country's 1075 COVID helplines, and COVID portals
will all be strengthened.
In all 736 districts, pediatric units will be constructed. Liquid Medical
Oxygen Storage Tanks should be installed. A total of 8,800 ambulances will
be added.
Undergraduate and post-graduate interns, final MBBS students, and nursing
students are all part of the strategy.
It will help districts achieve their COVID-19 medical obligations as well as
management needs. It will also assist states in implementing the TIT strategy
(Test, Isolate, and Treat).

Tourism Ministry Missions
The Indian government intends to implement a new tourist policy that will result in
the establishment of five missions across the country.
Highlights:
The initiative attempts to improve the facilities and services available to
visitors to India.
India will issue five lakh free visitor visas to help the country's tourism
industry get off the ground.
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav-based programs showcasing India's culture and
heritage will be launched by the Ministry of Tourism. In order to accomplish
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this, the ministry will provide incentives.
From January 3 through January 15, 2022, Tourism Week will happen.
To promote travels to India, the Tourism Ministry will launch a number of
initiatives in collaboration with various partners.
In 2022, India will host the G-20 summit. The meet's preparation meeting
will be held in various tourist destinations or cities.
By 2030, the Indian government expects the tourist sector to provide 500
billion dollars to the country's GDP.
Missions Of The Tourism Policy
The goal of the National Green Tourism Mission is to make tourism more
sustainable.
Digital Tourism at a National Level The goal of this project is to digitize the
tourism business.
Sectoral Skill Development Mission is to equip the tourist industry with
qualified personnel and skilled professionals.
Coordination between public and private stakeholders is a goal of the
National Mission on Destination Management.
To assist startups and MSMEs, the National Mission on Tourism MSMEs
was established.

First LNG Terminal In Karnataka
The state of Karnataka has inked an agreement with the Singapore-based LNG
Alliance Company to build the state's first LNG terminal in Mangalore.
Highlights:
In partnership with the New Mangalore Port Trust, the first LNG terminal
will be built in Karnataka (NMPT).
The government has invested Rs 2,250 crore in the terminal's construction.
Around 200 individuals will be directly employed as a result of this project.
The terminal will be built as part of the Union Government's strategy to
expand the alternative fuel sector in order to achieve net-zero carbon
emissions by 2070.
LNG Port Terminals
LNG port terminals are purpose-built facilities. They are built to
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accommodate huge LNG carrier ships that load, transport, and unload LNG.
LNG terminals are usually built next to a gas liquefaction and storage
facility (for export) or a gas regasification and storage plant (import). The
Following are the LNG Port terminals in India,
The Konkan LNG Private Limited terminal is situated in Dabhol,
Maharashtra, and has a 5-million-tonne-per-year capacity.
The Dahej Terminal, operated by Petronet LNG Ltd, is situated in Gujarat.
The terminal has a 15-million-tonne-per-year capacity.
Shell Limited's Hazira Terminal is situated in Gujarat and has a capability of
5 million tonnes per year.
Petronet LNG Ltd's Kochi Terminal has a capability of 5 million tonnes per
year.

PCR Kit- OmiSure RT
'OMISURE' was just approved by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR).
Omisure is a real-time PCR (RT-PCR) kit.
Highlights:
It is used to detect the COVID-19 variant Omicron. Tata Medical and
Diagnostics was the company that created it.
Thermo Fisher, a firm based in the United States, invented and manufactured
the kit. Tata was the company that created it.
To identify Omicron, the pack contains S Gene Target Failure. It is the only
kit in India that uses this technology to detect Omicron at the moment.
The gear would set you back Rs 240. RT-PCR kits supplied by the
government cost between Rs 20 and Rs 30.
One of the most common signs of Omicron presence is S Gene target failure,
also known as S gene dropout.
C.36.3.1 was recently discovered. It has Omicron-like genetic diversity. This
new variety has been found to have an S gene dropout.
It has 36 mutations in it. The S gene has nine mutations. Omicron, on the
other hand, had 52 mutations, 32 of which were found in the S gene.
It's neither a version of worry nor a variant of fascination. The business is
still determining whether or not the kit will work with other Omicron-like
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versions.

E-Bike Taxi In Karnataka
An application for the Karnataka E-Bike Taxi scheme was recently received. After
six months of operation, the scheme has received its first application.
Highlights:
The scheme was started by the Karnataka State Government in July 2021.
Individual companies and private players are allowed to operate electric bike
taxis in Bengaluru, the state capital.
The electric bike may be used for ten kilometers. The distance traveled is
measured using an odometer.
The fares are divided into two categories under the plan. It costs Rs 25 for
the very first 5 kilometers and Rs 50 for the last ten kilometers.
The Karnataka government intends to adjust the fares after receiving a
negative response from private businesses.
It is considering setting a base tariff of Rs 10 for the first two kilometers.
Then it's Rs 10 for the next two kilometers. Also, for ten kilometers, you'll
have to pay Rs 50.
The initiative was created to link metro stations and bus stops. If it works, it
would become the most cost-effective mode of public transportation,
especially over short distances.
The system allows only e-bikes to operate as taxis, which explains the heavy
traffic. Furthermore, the strategy does not include choices for mobile app
platforms.

Himachal Pradesh: First LPG Enabled & Smoke-Free State
Himachal Pradesh became India's first LPG-enabled and smoke-free state.
Highlights:
Himachal Pradesh was the first LPG-enabled state to go smoke-free. The
Centre's Ujjwala Scheme and Grahini Suvidha Yojana were responsible for
this achievement.
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The government implemented the Ujjwala scheme to eliminate smoke. The
Grahini Suvidha Scheme was created to help women living in rural areas.
The Centre government launched the Ujjwalla Yojna to protect women from
indoor pollution. In addition, the Himachal government launched the Grihini
Suvidha Yojana, which aims to benefit as many women as possible.
Ujjwalla Yojna
In Himachal, the Ujjwala Yojana provided 1.36 lakh free domestic
connections at a cost of Rs. 21.81 crore, while the Himachal government's
Grihini Suvidha Yojana provided 3.23 lakh housewives with free gas
canisters at a cost of Rs. 120 crore.
Mukhya Mantri Grihini Suvidha Yojana
On May 26, 2018, the Mukhya Mantri Grihini Suvidha Yojana was
launched.
Women in the state have been free of indoor pollution thanks to the
combined efforts of the federal and state governments.
Aside from that, in order to save the environment, families without a gas
connection are given a free LPG connection.

Odishas Ganjam District: Child Marriage Free 2022
Ganjam in Odisha has declared itself the first child marriage-free district in the
state.
Highlights:
In the two years between 2020 and 2021, the district administration was able
to prevent 450 child marriages and video-record 48,383 marriages.
The Ganjam government declared it a child marriage-free district after
verification. Sarpanchs and members of the task force committee had sent
recommendations stating that no child marriages had occurred in their areas.
Ganjam began a program called Nirbhaya Kadhi (Fearless bud).
If any girl aged 12 to 18 was absent from class for five days, all educational
institute heads were ordered to notify the administration.
In the last two years, over lakh teenagers have received counseling.
The government has also made the manufacturing of Aadhaar cards a
requirement for any marriage.
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SAAR Launched Smart Cities Mission
The Smart Cities Mission was the driving force for SAAR's creation. SAAR will
document the Smart Cities Mission's projects as a part of the Azadi ka Amrut
Mahotsav festivities.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs is in charge of implementing
SAAR.
The National Institute of Urban Affairs and other leading institutions in the
country will join the ministry in implementing the project.
This contains 15 of the world's best architectural schools.
The institutes will keep track of the mission's preparation and
implementation.
Students will be able to learn about urban development processes
realistically due to this.
SAAR must first compile a list of 75 projects. The list includes projects that
are both creative and cross-sectoral.
The project will capture the outcomes of the smart city mission and its
impact on the lives of city residents.
Students from prestigious universities will travel to the chosen smart cities to
study the mission's operations.
Data analysis, field inquiry, peer review of the first draught, and research
workshops are all part of this process.
Following that, the students will present a study along with
recommendations.
These documents will serve as a starting point for further research. The goal
of SAAR is to develop a database of urban initiatives.
Despite adopting various innovative city initiatives and being the PM's
constituency, Varanasi has been excluded from SAAR.
Varanasi has been chastised for it. This indicates that the city's smart city
initiatives are insufficient.

Student Start-ups And Innovation Policy 2.0 In Gujarat

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

Gujarat's Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel and Education Minister Jitu Vaghani
announced the launch of the "Student Start-up and Innovation Policy (SSIP) 2.0" on
5 January.
Highlights:
At the International Conference of Academic Institutions, SSIP 2.0 was
introduced to help school students pursue innovation (ICAI-2022)
financially.
ICAI 2022 is a pre-vibrant summit on 5 January 2022 in Science City.
Any person under the age of 35 who is a school student, a vocational,
certificate, undergraduate, postgraduate, or doctorate student, an alumna,
alumnus, or any dropout from an institute, university, or school can benefit
from the SSIP 2.0 guidelines.
The state government intends to construct operational innovation and
incubating centers at all of its institutions as part of it.
SSIP 2.0 is being developed to achieve Aatmanirbhar Gujarat through
sustainable development and equitable growth.
Because school kids do so many inventions, SSIP 2.0 is significant. They do
not, however, have a platform to display their talents.
The new program would provide financial support for such ideas and assist
in getting them from "mind to market."
According to the guidelines of SSIP 2.0, a max of Rs 20,000 per proof of
concept/prototype/innovation for grades 9-12 would be awarded at the
school level, with the goal of "grabbing them young."
Support will also be provided for collective/community-level support
systems, actions for others, and large-scale sensitization, programs, and
events aimed at developing a scientific attitude.

Waste Tires Management Regulations
The draught notification for regulations on "extended producer responsibility (EPR)
for discarded tires" was shared by the Ministry of Environment, Forests, and
Climate Change on January 5.
Highlights:
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If passed, the regulation will take effect in 2022-23. The draught notification
was released because, according to NGT data, India discards roughly
275,000 tires each year, but there is no systematic plan to deal with them.
Approximately 3 million scrap tires are also imported for recycling.
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) asked the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) to create a comprehensive waste management plan for
discarded tires and recycling on September 19, 2019.
The NGT ordered this in a case involving the improper management of Endof-Life/Waste Tyres (ELTs).
In this case, the petitioner claimed that India's pyrolysis sector generates lowquality products that should be outlawed to protect the environment.
According to the petitioner, the industry also releases extremely
carcinogenic or cancer-causing chemicals.
Reclaimed rubber, crumb rubber modified bitumen (CRMB), crumb rubber,
pyrolysis oil/char, and recovered carbon black are all made from waste tires.
Extended Producer Responsibility
It means that the tire manufacturer must guarantee that such waste tires are
managed in an environmentally sound manner in compliance with the rules
of this regulation.
The EPR obligations will apply to waste tire producers and recyclers.
Registration will be required, and no firm will conduct business without it.
The draught notification's EPR responsibilities include:
EPR duty of 35% of the quality of tires produced or supplied in 2020-2021
in 2022-2023.
EPR obligation of 70% of the volume of new tires produced or supplied in
2021-22 in 2023-24.
EPR mandate of 100 percent of new tires produced or supplied in 2022-23 in
2024-25.
After 2024-25, the EPR requirement will equal 100% of the volume of new
tires manufactured or imported the previous year.
EPR obligations will begin after two years for properties built after April 1,
2022. It will be made up entirely of new tires manufactured or imported the
previous year.
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Automatic Generation Control
On January 4, 2022, Raj Kumar Singh, the minister of power and new and
renewable energy, announced the beginning of 'Automatic Generation Control
(AGC).'
Highlights:
In the electrical power system, AGC is a mechanism for controlling the
power output of various generators at different power plants.
Because a power grid requires that generation and load balance be close,
frequent adjustments to generator output are required.
The frequency of the system can be measured to establish equilibrium.
When the frequency is raised, more power is generated than is required.
With more electricity, all of the machinery in the system speed up.
When the frequency is reduced, more strain is placed on the system than the
generators can handle, forcing generators to slow down.
The AGC sends the signal to the power plants every four seconds to
maintain frequency. As a result, the reliability of India's power grid is
maintained.
The AGC is intended to help the government meet its goal of 500 GW of
non-fossil fuel-based power capacity by 2030.
The AGC has been operated by the Power System Operation Corporation
(POSOCO) through the National Load Despatch Centre.
POSOCO delivers signals to power stations via AGC. POSOCO has taken
every precaution to guarantee that the grid frequency stays within the
49.90-50.05 Hz (hertz) range.
Because four out of five regional freight dispatch centers (RLDCs) in India
have experienced cyber-attacks, AGC is significant.
Red Echo, a cyber organization, linked to the Chinese government, has
regularly targeted India's power grid2021.
POSOCO
Through the National Load Dispatch Centre (NLDC), State Load Despatch
Centres (SLDCs), and regional load dispatch centers, POSOCO manages
India's essential power load management duties (RLDCs).
For the five regional grids that make up the national grid, India now has 33
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SLDCs, 1 NLDC, and 5 RLDCs.
On its way to achieving a renewable energy production of 175 GW by 2022,
India has already installed 150 GW of renewable energy capacity.
63 GW of renewable energy capacity is in the process of being installed.

Puducherry As Host Of National Youth Festival 2022
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has chosen Puducherry to host the 25th National
Youth Festival.
Highlights:
The 25th National Youth Festival will take place in Puducherry from
January 12 to 16, 2022. The celebration is part of the Azadi ki Amrit
Mahotsav, which commemorates the 75th anniversary of India's
independence, according to Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports as
well as Information and Broadcasting Anurag Thakur.
Around 7000 young people between the ages of 18 and 22 are expected to
attend the festival from all around the country. The event would be attended
by around 500 Puducherry youths.
As part of the National Youth Week celebrations, the Indian government
hosts the National Youth Festival.
It is organized with the goal of instilling in young people the values of
national cohesion, brotherhood, communal peace, courage, and adventure.
This goal is accomplished by bringing together young people and
encouraging them to participate in various activities.
National Youth Festival began in 1995 as the main activity of the National
Integration Camp's agenda (NIC).

Action Plan: Introduction Of Cheetah In India
The Union government announced an action plan for adopting Cheetah in India on
5 January.
Highlights:
During the 19th meeting of the National Tiger Conservation Authority, the
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environment ministry issued the "Action Plan for Adoption of Cheetah in
India."
In India, 50 cheetahs would be introduced over the next five years as part of
the action plan.
Cheetahs will be transported from South Africa or Namibia in groups of 12
to 14.
A satellite-GPS-very high-frequency radio collar will be put to each of the
cheetahs.
Cheetahs will be transported internationally by either a passenger airplane or
a chartered flight.
They will be relocated to Madhya Pradesh's Kuno Palpur National Park
(KNP).
According to the strategy, the Union government, the Ministry of
Environment, and the Cheetah Task Force will establish a formal structure
for engaging with Namibian and/or South African administrations.
National Tiger Conservation Authority
The Tiger Task Force, which was founded by the Prime Minister of India for
the management of Project Tiger and Tiger Reserves in India, recommended
that NCTA be established in December 2005.
In 1973, the "Tiger Protection Programme" (Project Tiger) was launched in
partnership with the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF).

Koppal Toy Cluster
The first toy manufacturing cluster is the Koppal Toy cluster. It will begin
operations in March 2022.
Highlights:
It will be built on a 400-acre plot of land. It will house the whole toy-making
capability chain. This covers toy manufacture, tool production, packaging
production, electronics development, paint production, and all other
accessories.
In the Special Economic Zone, the toy cluster will eventually accommodate
100 small and big industrial enterprises. This comprises both local and
export manufacturing operations.
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A total of Rs 4,000 crores is expected to be invested in the cluster. It is
anticipated that 25,000 direct jobs and one lakh indirect jobs will be created.
Women are anticipated to participate in greater numbers. The cluster's goal
is to produce various types of toys.
Electronic toys, plush toys, pre-school toys, outdoor toys, newborn toys,
dolls, and educational toys are all included.
Toys like remote-control automobiles, electronic vehicles, and ride-on toys
have enormous markets.
India's toy sector is very fragmented. In India, there are over 4,000 toy
production facilities. However, only 10% of these are attributed to the
organized sector. As a result, more of these toy clusters are required.
Aqueus Infra
Aequs Infra has launched the Koppal toy cluster. It is primarily concerned
with the development of manufacturing ecosystems in three different places.
Koppal (Light Engineering Goods and Toy Manufacturing)
Belagavi (Aerospace Sector and Precision Engineering)
Hubballi (Aerospace Sector and Precision Engineering)
The Indian government sanctioned eight toy manufacturing clusters in
February 2021, at a cost of Rs 2,300 crores.
Three will be built in Madhya Pradesh, one in Uttar Pradesh, one in
Karnataka, one in Tamil Nadu, and two in Rajasthan.
Under this plan, clusters will be launched. The goal is to lessen reliance on
imports. In 2020, India imported 1.5 billion dollars worth of toys.
China and Taiwan accounted for 90% of the total. The plan calls for the
creation of 35 toy clusters In India.

Multi-Agency Centre
To share intelligence information, the Multi-Agency Centre (MAC) was
established. It was established following the Kargil War.
Highlights:
The Intelligence Bureau (IB) served as the center's nodal agency. MAC is
made up of over 28 national and state organizations.
The Research and Analysis Wing (RAW), state police, and the armed forces
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are all part of this. There are almost 400 locations connected to the MAC
headquarters.
It's a shared anti-terrorist grid that works under the auspices of the IB. The
federal government is exploring ideas for expanding SMAC connectivity to
districts. IB is the one in charge of this. The IB is appointing districts in
stages.
The MAC will aid in the fight against cybercrime, the crime-terror nexus,
narco-terrorism, terror financing, global terror organizations, and the
migration of foreign terrorist combatants.
It grew out of the Kargil invasion.
The Kargil Review Committee proposed the formation of MAC. It was built
using the UN CIC as a model. The Central Intelligence Agency is
abbreviated as CIC.
Information Sharing
The contribution of governmental agencies to MAC is insignificant. That is,
when compared to the central agencies, state agencies disclose significantly
less information.
To solve this issue, the Central Government recently requested that state
governments share intelligence outputs through Multi-Agency Centres in
January 2022.
This is now a requirement. The Ministry of Home Affairs issued the order.
MAC has military ties, yet it is run by the Home Ministry.

India Skills Competition 2021
The National Skill Development Corporation organizes the India Skills competition
(NSDC).
Highlights:
It occurs every two years. The competition takes place in several locales.
The India Skills competition will take place at Pragati Maidan, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, and other cities in 2021. It all started in the Talkatora Indoor
Stadium in New Delhi.
The NSDC is hosting more than fifty skill contests in 2021. Welding, cyber
security, painting, floristry, additive manufacturing, patisserie, and more
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professions are included.
There were also Abilympics. Abilympics are competitions in which
physically impaired people demonstrate their abilities.
It is the country's most important skill competition. India Skills 2021
winners will compete in the World Skills competition.
In 2022, the World Skills competition will be held in Shanghai, China. The
winners will battle against 1500 competitors from 60 nations.
The "Olympics of Skills" is the name of the World Skills competition.
Significance Of India Skills
To offer developing professionals an opportunity and a platform to showcase
their abilities. It enables collaboration between businesses, governments, and
academics.
It assists young people in gaining international recognition and repute. Only
21.1 percent of India's labor force is skilled, according to the United Nations
Development Programme. According to the CMIE, India's unemployment
rate in December 2021 was 7.91 percent (Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy).
India's talent development faces a number of obstacles. There are castebased concerns, a lack of cooperation from the state administration, and a
lack of micro-level studies.
All of these obstacles are removed in the competition. It is only focused on
the participants' abilities.
NSDC
It serves as a secretariat for the India Skills expert team and World Skills
India. It forms and strengthens ties amongst the various stakeholders
involved in the competition.
World Skills India is run by the National Skill Development Corporation
(NSDC), which is part of the Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship.
The World Skills India expert committee is in charge of putting together
Team India for the World Skills tournament.

Open Rock Museum In Hyderabad
Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State for Science, Technology, and Earth
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Sciences opened the first "Open Rock Museum" in Hyderabad on January 6, 2021.
Highlights:
About 35 different types of rocks from various locations of India are on
show at the museum.
The age of these rocks varies between 3.3 billion and 55 million years.
These rocks also represent the Earth's deepest portion, which is up to 175
kilometers below the surface.
The CSIR-National Geophysical Research Institute hosted the opening of the
Museum (NGRI).
In the age of the information economy, big Earth data hold a strategic
advantage. By contributing to the growth of earth science, India has
completely exploited this new frontier.
Geosciences play an important role in New India's national priorities and selfsufficiency.
The Open Rock Museum in Hyderabad was established with the goal of
teaching and enlightening the general public on lesser-known truths.
The Museum has 35 different types of rocks from all around India on
display. Jharkhand, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, Jammu & Kashmir,
and other states provided rocks.
The rocks at the museum have ages ranging from 3.3 billion years to 55
million years.
Rocks also symbolize the deepest section of the Earth, which is up to 175
kilometers below the surface.
National Geophysical Research Institute
The National Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI) is a constituent
research laboratory of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR).
It was founded in 1961 with the goal of doing multidisciplinary research on
the very complex structure and dynamics of the Earth system.
Its mission is to perform public-good science research in order to help
government agencies, public and private sector stakeholders make educated
decisions about how to use geo-resources sustainably.
The CSIR was created as an independent organization in September 1942. It
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has grown to become India's largest research & design organization.

Indias first Mobile Honey Processing Van
India's first "Mobile Honey Processing Van" was launched by KVIC.
Highlights:
Vinai Kumar Saxena, Chairman of the Khadi and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC), has inaugurated the country's first Mobile Honey
Processing Van in Ghaziabad's Village Sierra. KVIC's Multi-disciplinary
Training Centre in Panjokehra designed the Mobile Van in-house at a cost of
Rs 15 lakh.
In just 8 hours, this transportable honey processing device can process up to
300 KG of honey. The van is also outfitted with a laboratory facility that can
measure the quality of honey in real-time.
The Mobile Honey Processing Van is a significant step forward in KVIC's
Honey Mission, which aims to train beekeepers, provide Bee Boxes to
farmers, and assist rural, educated, and jobless youth in earning additional
revenue through beekeeping.
The KVIC has come up with this unique idea to enable beekeepers and
farmers to earn fair rates for their honey output, in keeping with the Prime
Minister's dream of a "Sweet Kranti" (Sweet Revolution) through honey
production.
KVIC has created the unique Mobile Honey Processing Van, which will
process beekeepers' honey in their homes, saving them the time and expense
of transporting the honey to processing plants in distant towns.
While this will make beekeeping more profitable for small beekeepers, it
will also ensure that honey is pure and of the greatest quality.

Indias First Indigenous Aircraft Carrier Vikrant Started Another Phase Of
Sea Trials
On 9 Dec 2022, the Indigenous Aircraft Carrier (IAC) 1, which will be known as
INS Vikrant when it joins the Indian Navy, began another round of sea trials in
advance for its August induction.

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

Highlights:
The 40,000-tonne aircraft carrier, India's most advanced warship, had a five-day
maiden sea cruise in August and went through 10-day sea testing in October.
Navy spokeswoman Commander Vivek Madhwal also mentioned that the IAC is
now sailing to do intricate maneuvers to obtain specific readings of how the ship
operates in various scenarios.
IAC Vikrant is moving out for the next phase of sea trials, after two high-profile
visits from India's President and Vice President in less than two weeks.

Canada Wins ATP Cup Tennis with 2-0 win Over Spain in Sydney
In the match that was held on Jan 9 2022, in Sydney Canada wins ATP Cup tennis
with 2-0 win over Spain. Denis Shapovalov opened the match for Canada with a
6-4, 6-3 win over Pablo Carreno Busta.
Highlights:
On Sunday, Felix Auger-Aliassime won the ATP Cup for Canada with a 7-6 (3),
6-3 singles victory over Roberto Bautista Agut, giving his team a 2-0 lead over
Spain.
Denis Shapovalov beat Pablo Carreno Busta 6-4, 6-3 to start the tournament for
Canada.
On Saturday, Auger-Aliassime and Shapovalov defeated Russia in a decisive
doubles match in the semifinals, knocking out the defending champions. And, with
the title on the line, they gave it their all to beat two-time champions Spain.

First-Ever Startup India Innovation Week From 10 to 16 Jan
According to an official statement, the Centre will host the first-ever Startup India
Innovation Week starting Monday to bring together the country's top startups,
entrepreneurs, investors, incubators, funding entities, banks, policymakers, and
others under one platform to celebrate entrepreneurship and promote innovation, as
well as to showcase the entrepreneurship across India.
Highlights:
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According to a statement from the Commerce and Industry Ministry, the
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) is hosting a
virtual week-long innovation celebration from January 10 to 16, which also aims to
commemorate India's 75th year of independence and is designed to showcase the
spread and depth of entrepreneurship across the country.
In the startup sector, 2021 has been dubbed the "Year of Unicorns," with more than
40 unicorns expected to be added during the year.
India is establishing itself as a global innovation engine, with the third-largest
startup ecosystem in the world. The DPIIT has recognised over 61,000 startups.
Since 2016, these firms have created nearly 6 lakh employment across 55 industries
and 633 districts, with at least one startup from each state and UT. 45 percent of
startups are from Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities, and 45 percent of them are led by women.

MSME Technology Centre Inaugurated By PM
Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually launched an 'MSME Technology Centre' in
Puducherry on the occasion of National Youth Day 2022.
Highlights:
It will be run by the Union Ministry of Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSME).
The Rs 122 crore technological hub was established with an emphasis on the
Electronic System Design and Manufacturing (ESDM) sector.
The center was officially opened at the 25th National Youth Festival in
Puducherry (12th and 13th January 2022).
In Puducherry, he also opened the 'Perunthalaivar Kamarajar
Manimandapam,' a new auditorium featuring an open-air theatre.
This world-class technology center, which spans ten acres and will train
20,000 students, support 2000 SMEs, and incubate 200 start-ups, will help
boost the local economy to new heights.
The Prime Minister's opening of this MSME Technology Centre will
improve skill development and instill entrepreneurship among the region's
youth.
The MSME Ministry is revving up the sector through various initiatives and
programs in order to achieve shared prosperity, provide long-term
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employment opportunities, and achieve the Prime Minister's vision of Atma
Nirbhar Bharat.

North East on Wheels Expedition
The 'North East on Wheels Expedition' has been created to promote Northeastern
culture.
Highlights:
Meenakshi Lekhi, Ministry for Culture, has launched the 'North East on
Wheels Expedition' in New Delhi to promote Northeastern culture.
This year's Bike Expedition will take place from the 8th to the 16th of April
to commemorate the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.
Seventy-Five bicyclists will be chosen from throughout the country to
participate in this trip, which will traverse approximately 9000 kilometers in
the North East Region in six groups.
The excursion will also showcase the Ministry of Tourism's Dekho Apna
Desh project. Riders will also spread the word about the significance of road
safety.
The voyage will connect, among other things, some of the key spots
associated with our country's historic events.
Jowai, Moirang, Imphal, Kohima, Bumla Pass, Tezpur, and others are
among them.
Throughout their voyage, the participants will pay honor to national heroes
including Rani Ma Gaidinliu, Kiang Nangbah, Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose, Kanaklata, Jaswant Singh, and others.
The North East on Wheels website has been opened, signaling the start of
adventure registrations.
A team of Experienced & Skilled Bikers from across the country will choose
75 bikers from all those who register.
A song, 'Nikal Pade,' which means 'Set out/ Venture,' was also launched at
the inaugural program, capturing the true essence of Young India determined
to lead the future.

India Skills 2021 Done
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The India Skills 2021 competition has come to an end on 12 January.
Highlights:
More than 200 contestants were honored by the Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship at the conclusion of the India Skills
2021 nationwide competition.
There were 270 medallions of excellence awarded to the competition
winners, including 61 gold, 77 silver, 53 bronze, and 79 medals of
excellence.
More than 500 contestants from all over the country competed in the
tournament, which featured talent from 54 different industries.
Car paint, patisserie and confectionary, welding, additive manufacturing,
computer security, and floristry are among these industries.
With 51 medals, Odisha took top place out of 26 states and union territories
in this year's 'IndiaSkills 2021' competition.
Odisha took home 10 gold medals, 18 silver medals, 9 bronze medals, and
14 medallions.
Maharashtra stayed in second place with 30 medals, while Kerala finished
third with 25 medals.
The winner of the India Skills 2021 competition will also be eligible to
compete in the World Skills International Competition, which will be held in
Shanghai, China, in October 2022.
From the 7th to the 9th of this month, tournaments were organized at a
variety of settings, including Pragati Maidan and offsite locations throughout
the National Capital Region.

Lipulekh Boundary Issue
Nepal claims the Lipulekh, Kalapani, and Limpiyadhura territories and asked that
India evacuate its troops from the area since India is expanding the route to the
Lipulekh pass.
Highlights:
India currently controls the three territories of Kalapani, Lipulekh, and
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Limpiyadhura. Nepal claims ownership of the land.
According to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India is preparing to extend
the road to the Lipulekh pass. During his December 2021 visit to Haldwani,
he spoke these things. Since then, the border problem has revived.
Nepal published a new political map in 2020. The Limpiyadhura regions
were included the Kali river's source mainly.
In the Susta region, there are also boundary conflicts between India and
Nepal. The Gandak River has changed course, causing this conflict.
Sugauli Treaty
British India and Nepal signed treaties in 1816. It was established after
Nepal was defeated in the Anglo-Nepal war.
As per the treaty, British India will own the whole lowlands between Rapti
and Kali. On the other hand, the ridgeline was not mentioned in the contract.
The British performed the following surveys to determine the source of the
river Kali in several places. The dispute between the nations is about the
region's boundary.
Kalapani
The Lipulekh pass in the Kalapani area is strategically vital for the KailashManasarovar pilgrimage.
As per Nepal, the Kali river's source is at Limpiyadhura, at high heights of
the Himalayan ranges.
As a result, Nepal owns the entire hill and the Limpiyadhura section. The
border starts in Kalapani, which is where the river begins.
The river is said to have its origins in the springs of Lipulekh Pass in India.
The Kalapani was on the Indian side, according to administrative records
from the 19th century.

Republic Day Parade: State Tableaux
West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee addressed PM Narendra Modi on January 17,
after being denied by West Bengal's tableau for the Republic Day parade.
Highlights:
The West Bengal Tableau was created to honor Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose's accomplishments and INA during his 125th birthday.

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

The final tableaux for the procession have yet to be publicly disclosed by the
Union administration.
There will be 21 tableaux, including 12 representing states and UTs and 9
from central government departments or independent organizations.
In addition to West Bengal, Kerala's proposed tableau honoring Sree
Narayan Guru was not chosen.
The Ministry of Defense oversees the Republic Day Procession and
accompanying events.
According to the Defense Ministry, all states, union territories, central
government ministries, and some constitutional entities are invited to
participate in the Republic Day parade through tableaux.
Every year in September, they are invited. The shortlisting process for
Tableau proposals begins in the second week of October.
Guidelines For The Tableaux
Participants display elements essential to their state, university, or
department within the overarching subject.
This year's theme revolves around the 75th anniversary of India's
independence. "India@75 - Freedom Struggle, Ideas at 75, Achievements at
75, Actions at 75, and Resolve at 75," is the subject.
The Defense Ministry also shares basic rules on all the tableaux that should
or should feature.
Participants are required to hire "young qualified designers from prestigious
institutions."
They must also use robotics or mechatronics to engage moving pieces,
visual display walls for dazzling projection of images or material, 3D
printing for some elements, special effects of increasing the tableau's optics
and visual effects, and augmented or virtual reality.
The tableaus of two separate states or UTs cannot be identical to
demonstrate India's variety.
Except for the name of the state, UT, or department, there can be no writing
or logos on the tableaux.
Selection Process
To choose the tableaux, the Defense Ministry assembled a panel of experts
from several sectors, like art, culture, sculpture, painting, architecture,
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music, choreography, etc. Shortlisting tableaux from proposals are aided by
the committee.
First and foremost, presented sketches or designs of proposals are examined.
The committee might suggest any changes to the sketch or design.
Participants are requested to present 3D models for their suggestions once
the design has been accepted.
The expert committee examines them once more before making a final
decision.
The committee considers numerous elements while reaching its final
decision, including visual appeal, tableaux' idea or theme, impact on the
public, fine detail required, accompanying music, and so on.
The next round is only announced to those who have been shortlisted.
Tableau Size
Each participant receives one tractor and one trailer from the Defense
Ministry and the tableau must fit on them.
Any extra tractor or trailer, as well as any other vehicle, is prohibited by the
Ministry. On the other hand, participants are free to use any vehicle they like
instead of the tractor or trailer given by the Ministry.
There should be no more than two automobiles in total. The tractor must be
disguised to match the concept of the tableau.
The tableau is 24 feet, 8 inches long, 8 feet wide, and 4 feet 2 inches high on
a trailer that is 24 feet, 8 inches long, 8 feet wide, and 4 feet 2 inches high.
It has a ten-tonne load-bearing capacity. The tableaux ought to be 45 feet
long, 14 feet broad, and 16 feet tall from the ground level.

Keralas Kumbalanghi: Indias First Sanitary-Napkin Free Village
Kumbalanghi in Kerala will be India's first village without sanitary napkins.
Highlights:
Kumbalanghi in Kerala is scheduled to be the first sanitary napkin-free
panchayat in the country.
This action is part of the 'Avalkayi' initiative, which is being carried out in
the Ernakulam electoral district in collaboration with HLL Management
Academy's "Thingal Scheme" and Indian Oil Corporation.
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Menstrual cups will be supplied to women in Kumbalangi village aged 18
and up as part of this campaign.
Under it, 5000 menstruation cups will be supplied. The Governor will also
designate Kumbalangi village as a model village at the same time.
The Pradhan Mantri Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (PM-SAGY) is funding
the model village project. In addition, a new visitor information center will
be built in the village.
Kumbalangi:
Kumbalangi is an island town on the fringes of Kerala's Kochi metropolis.
It is a popular tourist destination known for its Chinese fishing nets.
It's roughly 12 kilometers from the city center, nestled among backwaters.
The village is also India's first eco-tourism destination.

Aromatic Plant Cultivation Awareness In JK
The government has launched a unique awareness campaign in Jammu and
Kashmir to increase career opportunities for the union territory's youth.
Highlights:
In Kashmir, an awareness campaign for growers on the cultivation and
processing of aromatic plants has begun.
Kashmir Valley's climate is ideal for growing a wide range of vegetable
crops, fruit, and a large amount of plant material that can be used in
medicinal and aromatic actions.
Growers took part in the program to raise awareness among youth about the
importance of aromatic plant cultivation.
The Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine (IIIM) began an awareness
program and the
Department of Agriculture began a particular awareness program.
Significance
Farmers and young entrepreneurs can set up their businesses with the help of
these plants. They would also employ others to generate income.
They would learn about cultivation and processing through this program.
Scientists and scholars enhance their views as part of the program to assist
growers in applying the correct approach and avoiding production losses.
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A public awareness campaign is being organized to provide growers with
accurate information about the cultivation of aromatic plants.
This initiative was launched as part of CSR flagship programs to assist
growers in properly cultivating aromatic plants on a large scale.
Aromatic Plants
Aromatic plants contain aromatic compounds, which are essentially essential
oils.
These essential oils are odorous, hydrophobic, and highly concentrated
compounds that are dynamic at room temperature.
Flowers, seeds, buds, leaves, bark, twigs, fruits, wood, and roots can all be
used to make them.

Postal Stamp On COVID-19 Vaccine
The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare recently issued a commemorative
postage stamp commemorating the COVID-19 vaccine.
Highlights:
The stamp was issued to commemorate the first anniversary of the National
COVID Vaccination Program, also known as the COVID vaccination
campaign.
A health care worker is vaccinating a senior citizen on the stamp. The stamp
also depicts a COVAXIN vial.
The stamp was created to commemorate the efforts of community workers
and frontline health care workers, particularly during the COVID-19 era.
Vaccination Drive
The COVID vaccination drive was launched in January 2021. it's the most
important vaccination drive within the world. It aimed to vaccinate 1.3
billion people.
Unlike other countries, the drive didn't force the vaccines on people. The
drive first focused on the frontline health care workers.
India had made records of vaccinating 25 million people during a day. aside
from inoculating its own people, India has also exported 66 million
COVID-19 doses under the Vaccine Maitri program.
India has been supportive while the developed countries shied far away from
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taking responsibility.
consistent with United Nations, the G-7 countries have procured one billion
vaccines. Of this, 10% expired by December 2021.
Aside from this, India had also launched COVID Suraksha to accelerate the
vaccine development process.
It offers grants to COVID vaccines researchers. it's implemented by the
IRAC-Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council.

National Technical Textiles Mission Projects
On January 17, 2022, the Ministry of Textiles approved 20 strategic research
projects in the fields of specialty fibers and geotextiles totaling Rs 30 crores.
Highlights:
These initiatives are part of the government's flagship program, the 'National
Technical Textiles Mission.' Four geotextiles (infrastructure) projects were
also approved.
A few leading Indian institutes, centers of excellence, and government
organizations, including IITs, BTRA, and DRDO, took part in the session,
which approved strategic projects for the development of the Indian
economy.
These projects contribute to Atmanirbhar Bharat, particularly in Healthcare,
Energy Storage, Farming, Industrial and Protective, Fabric Waste Recycling,
and Infrastructure facilities.
Research Projects Cleared
5 projects in healthcare
4 projects in industrial and protective
3 projects in energy storage
3 projects in textile waste recycling, and
1 in agriculture
National Technical Textiles Mission
The National Technical Textiles Mission was established to position India as
a global leader in technical textiles and to increase the use of technical
textiles in the domestic market.
It intends to increase the size of the domestic market to 40 to 50 billion by
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2024.
The mission will run for four years, beginning in 2020-2021. In the Ministry
of Textiles, a Mission Director general has been established.
The National Technical Textiles Mission is divided into four components.
The first, with a budget of Rs 1,000 crores, focuses on research,
development, and innovation.
The second component is for the advancement and growth of the technical
textiles market.
The third component concentrates on promoting exports in order to increase
India's technical textile exports from Rs 14,000 crores to Rs 20000 crores by
2021-2022.
Education, training, and skill development are the focus of the fourth
component.

Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar Launched Minister of State Subhas Sarkar
Subhas Sarkar, Minister of State for Education, has virtually initiated the Swachh
Vidyalaya Puraskar (SVP) 2021 2022.
Highlights:
The Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar recognizes, inspires, and awards schools
that have done outstanding work in the fields of water, sanitation, and
hygiene, while also serving as a benchmark and a road map for schools to
improve in the future.
The Department of School Education and Literacy first distributed the
Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar in 2016-17 in order to increase self-motivation
and sanitation awareness.
The Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar 2021-22 is open to all types of schools,
including government, government-aided, and private schools in both rural
and urban areas.
The ability to participate in schools will be evaluated via an online system
and mobile app in six subcategories, with the system automatically
generating their overall score and rating.
Water, sanitation, soap-free hand washing, operation and maintenance,
behavior change and capacity building, and the newly added category of
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COVID-19 preparedness and response are among the sub-categories.
Prizes
This year, 40 schools will be chosen at the national level in the overall
category.
Under the Samagra Shiksha scheme, the award cash has been increased from
Rs 50,000 to Rs 60,000 per school.
In addition, for the first time, six sub-category awards with award cash of
Rs. 20,000/- per school have been introduced.

JIO: First To Roll-Out UPI AUTOPAY
Reliance JIO, along with the National Payments Corporation of India, is the first
telecom company to offer UPI AUTOPAY.
Highlights:
The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) and Reliance Jio have
announced the launch of UPI AUTOPAY for the telecom industry with Jio.
io's assimilation with UPI AUTOPAY has created it the first performer in
the telecom industry to just go live with NPCI's unique e-mandate feature.
Customers can now enable recurring e-mandates for regular billing such as
mobile bills, electricity bills, EMI payments, recreation subscriptions,
insurance, and mutual funds using the UPI AutoPay service launched by
NPCI.
Jio Subscribers:
When the validity period expires, Jio users will no longer have to remember
their recharge date.
Customers' Jio plans will be automatically renewed on the specified date.
Customers who recharge up to Rs 5,000 do not need to enter their UPI PIN
at the time of recharge.
Users can also use UPI Autopay to create, modify, and remove e-mandates
for tariff plans based on their needs.
National Payments Corporation
The National Payments Corporation of India is a specialized division of the
Reserve Bank of India that reports to the Ministry of Finance in the
Government of India.
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It was established by the Reserve Bank of India to operate retail payments
systems in India. India's National Payments Corporation of India was
established in 2008.
The National Payments Corporation of India's headquarters are in Mumbai,
Maharashtra, and Dilip Asbe is the MD and CEO.

Climate Hazards and Vulnerability Atlas of India Created By CRS
CRS scientists have created an atlas of climate hazards and vulnerability in India.
Highlights:
The map was created by scientists based on 14 extreme weather events.
They also took into account the risks and threats posed by these 14 weather
events to the local population and economy.
The term 'local' refers to a district rather than a state or village. The map was
unveiled as part of the IMD Foundation Day celebrations this year.
It includes information on heat waves, cold waves, extreme rainfall,
thunderstorms, lightning, and snowfall, as well as cyclones, winds, fog, and
hail storms.
It offers vulnerability and hazard values. These figures were derived from
the meteorological department's historical climate data.
It displays the monthly hazard levels for each district.
It contains 640 maps. They are all divided into four categories: moderate,
low, high, and very high.
Each district is represented by a Normalised Vulnerability Index on the map.
In India, lightning is the leading cause of death. Flooding, cyclones, and fog
follow. They also result in significant economic and livelihood losses.
Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of Earth Sciences, launched it. The atlas
aids in the implementation of preventative measures.
It makes use of disaster data, hourly autographic data, cyclone track data,
daily rainfall data, population density data, storm surge data, and other
similar information.
Climate Research and Services
CRS stands for Climate Research and Services, and it is part of the India
Meteorological Department (IMD).
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CRS's headquarters are in Pune, India. It offers weather forecasting, AWS
data, gridded data, radiation data, agro met data, and meteorological data.
IMD
The IMD was established in 1875. It operates under the Minister of Earth
Science. It is responsible for meteorological observations, seismology, and
weather events.
It is one of the six regional meteorological centers of the World
Meteorological Organization.

Infusion Of 1500 Crore Rupees In IREDA Approved
The Union Cabinet has approved a 1500 crore rupee investment in Indian
Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited.
Highlights:
It will help create 10,200 jobs per year and reduce carbon emissions by 7.49
million tonnes.
The IREDA played a significant role in renewable energy, with its portfolio
increasing from 8,800 crores to 28,000 crores in the last six years.
The additional equity infusion will allow the mini-Ratna corporation under
the new and renewable energy ministry to lend approximately 12,000 crores
to the renewable energy sector, easing the sector's debt requirement of
roughly 3,500-4,000 megawatt (MW), the CCEA said after its session on
January 19.
The equity infusion will also increase the specialized non-banking finance
agency's net worth, which will aid it in obtaining additional financing and
thus contribute more to the Government's goals.
IREDA is a Non-Banking Financial Institution that promotes, develops, and
extends financial assistance to establish projects involving new and
renewable energy sources.
IREDA was founded in 1987 with its headquarters in Delhi
The current chairperson of IREDA is Pradip Kumar Das

Kaziranga National Park Census
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The Kaziranga National Park conducted a waterfowl census recently.
Highlights:
Kaziranga National park is a Tiger Reserve and a world heritage site
The census was conducted in the 52 wetlands in the park, which showed an
increase in bird count to 93491 from 34,284 in 2020. The bird count has
increased 175% in a year.
The census used the point count method and found roughly 126 species.
According to the census, there were 868 deer in the area. There are 173
males, 557 females, and 138 yearlings among them. '
Unfortunately, there has been a decline in the deer population. It used to be
907. Because of the floods, the park's deer population has reduced.
There were 66,776 wetlands birds reported. In the national park area, 42,205
people were counted.
In the Burhachapori Wildlife Sanctuary near Laokhowa, 24,571 birds were
counted. The bar head geese were the most numerous of all the animals.
With 16,552 geese with bar heads and 5,631 ordinary teals, 9,493 northern
pintails, and 2,236 ferruginous ducks were counted in the census.
A total of 40,000 hog deer have been reported. They are the primary source
of food for the park's tigers. There were 35 elephants spotted.
In 2019, the first Kaziranga National Park census took place. This census
counted around 11,500 aquatic birds.
According to the census, rhinoceroses, tigers, and lions must be prioritized
as swamp deers.
Swamp Deer
The marsh deer population was determined to be extremely low in the
census. As a result, the few swamp deer remaining were relocated to Manas
National Park.
The Manas National Park is not at risk of flooding. Swamp Deers are only
found on the Indian continent.
They've been on the decrease for a long time. Swamp deers were found all
over the Himalayan region, from Uttarakhand to Assam's upper reaches,
including the Ganges, Godavari, and Indo-Gangetic plains.
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Streets for People Challenge By Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs hosts an online event called the Streets
for People Challenge. The event's results were recently released.
Highlights:
Changes were made as a result of the Streets for People challenge and the
India Cycles4 initiative to make the roads more cycle-friendly, pedestrianfriendly, and child-friendly.
The streets for person challenge aims to make streets more pedestrianfriendly. The participating cities devised new and innovative plans.
Pedestrians have prioritized the plans, and more than 1800 designers took
part in the competition.
The winning cities were awarded a total of fifty lakh rupees.
Technical assistance was offered by the Institute for Transportation and
Development to the participating communities.
The states will bring in a healthy Streets Department. They'll also add
institutional resiliency to the mix.
The "Streets for People Challenge Award" has been given to about eleven
Cities, Aurangabad, Bengaluru, Gurugram, Kochi, Nagpur, Pimri
Chinchwad, Pune, Udaipur, Kohima, Ujjain, and Vijayawada.
Streets for People Challenge Second Season
While announcing the results, the ministry also launched the second season
of streets for people challenge and India cycles4change.
Cities that did not place in the final eleven winners list are eligible to
compete in the second season.
Only cities with more than 500,000 people are eligible to apply.
Season 2 will see the cities collaborate and implement parking policies,
healthy streets, and on-street parking management.
Nurturing Neighbourhood Challenge
The Nurturing Neighbourhood Challenge aims to make a child-friendly
neighborhood. This city will now advance to the next stage of the game. The
cities' current projects will be ramped up at the next level.
A total of 60 city agencies took part in the competition. Its goal is to
improve the physical and mental health of infants.
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It built public spaces such as parks and public restrooms and better outside
waiting areas, caregiver facilities, nursing cabins, play areas, and gardens.
The "Nurturing Neighbourhood Challenge" has been awarded to Bengaluru,
Hubballi-Dharwad, Indore, Jabalpur, Kakinada, Kochi, Kohima Rourkela,
Vadodara, Warangal.
"Nurturing Neighbourhoods Challenge: Field Stories" was also released.
Case studies make up the majority of the book.
Smart City Mission
The Smart City Mission served as a foundation for the problems. They are
following the 2006 National Urban Transportation Policy.
It focuses on changing city road trends from car-centric to people-centric.
The states will bring in a healthy Streets Department.They'll also add
institutional resiliency to the mix.

New Features Of Desh Ke Mentor Program
The National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights recommended that the
Delhi Government suspend the Desh Ke Mentor Program due to safety and security
concerns raised about the children participating in the program.
Highlights:
The Delhi Government launched the Desh Ke Mentor Program in October
2021. The program connects students in grades 9 through 12 and those in
grades 10 and 11 with mentors.
The children are brought together with people they have never met before.
This endangers the children's safety and security.
There is no police verification to prove the mentor's authenticity. There is a
possibility of child-related crime.
A psychometric test is insufficient for assessing a person's personality and
character. Concerns were raised by Sections 13 and 15 of the Commission
for the Protection of Child Rights Act.
New Features
The police officers will verify the mentoring. The mentors' and children's
conversations are recorded.
Mentors and children are not permitted to meet in person. Only virtual
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meetings are permitted.
The mentors' and children's contact information will be kept private. Both
parties will be unaware of each other's whereabouts.

IAS (Cadre) Rules Proposed Changes
The Indian government has proposed changing the rules for appointing IAS
officers.
Highlights:
The Government of India has recommended a rule change (6). The central
govt wants officers to be appointed proportionally.
Proportional to the center and the state in question. The number of IAS
officers from each state who will work at the federal level will be
determined by the federal government.
After consultation with state governments, choices will be made.
Reason for the Change
The Ministry of Personnel and Training proposed the amendments on behalf
of the Indian government.
According to the ministry, states are not submitting enough officers to be
selected centrally. Contributions to the central deputation reserve are
required of all states.
As a result, there is a scarcity of officers in the center.
Current Officers Appointment:
The IAS Rules of 1954 govern the appointment of IAS officers.
A federal government or state government, or any other organization or
body of individuals or firms, may nominate an IAS officer, according to
Rule (6).
The federal or state governments must possess the entity or association in
part or entirely.
Concerns
The suggested modifications may have an impact on state government
management. Presently, the Central Government solicits officers wanting to
serve in the federal government on deputation from state governments.
The approval of the specific officer is crucial in both cases. No official may
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be assigned to an organization without his consent, according to Rule (6).

Learning Loss: Education Ministry Survey
The Ministry of Education surveyed to learn more about education losses during
COVID. In November 2021, a survey was performed.
Highlights:
The "National Achievement Survey" is the name of the survey. It was
carried out with the assistance of district coordinators.
The previous survey was carried out in 2017. The survey's findings are
published as individual district report cards.
Furthermore, all-district data is compiled at the national level. A total of 1.23
lakh schools were surveyed.
The government plans to identify and address the learning disruptions of the
pandemic.
In February 2020, the schools were closed. They then began taking lessons
online. The country's digital gap has significantly impacted children's
educational results.
Due to heavy rains, three districts in Andhra Pradesh and 16 districts in
Tamil Nadu could not participate.
NCERT designed the survey's structure. All of the other districts completed
the survey.
37,86,885 pupils were expected to attend classes in Class III, Class V, Class
VIII, and Class X.
However, just 34,00,430 people showed up. This translates to 89.79 percent.
Findings:
Only 5,40,325 students attended class III, even though 6,37,867 students
were required to attend or take online classes. Class III accounted for around
84.71 percent of the total.
Only 5,45,910 students took classes in Class V, even though 6,29,870
students were anticipated to attend.
In Class V, approximately 86.67 percent of the students showed up.
Class VIII was predicted to have 11,74,609 students. Only 10,54,437 pupils
attended the classes, accounting for 77 percent of the total.
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A total of 13,44,539 students have predicted in Class X. Only 12,59,758
people showed up. This equates to 93.69 percent.
In comparison to the other classes, class X had the highest involvement rate.
Lower-grade pupils suffered the most educational losses, which harmed their
reading and counting abilities. When the poll was conducted, the primary
lessons were halted.

Star Rating System Of Environment Ministry
The "Star Rating System" was just created by the Ministry of Environment,
Forestry, and Climate Change. The mechanism clears the surroundings in a short
amount of time.
Highlights:
With this new method, the Environment Ministry will rate and incentivize
the states.
The ministry will identify states that efficiently provide environmental
clearances in a short period of time. It will then provide incentives for such
states.
The star rating system assigns states points on a scale of one to seven for
this. F
or completing a project in less than 80 days, the states gain two points.
One point for clearing in less than 105 days. If you clear more than this
amount of time, you'll get a zero.
One mark is given if the state has fewer than 10% of projects for inspection,
and so on.
To make it easier to do business in India. The cabinet secretaries met in 2021
to discuss ways to improve the ease of doing business in India.
They then opted to use a star rating system to make the environmental
approval procedure easier. The permissions will be given in a timely and
efficient manner.
Features
It establishes requirements for state agencies in charge of environmental
impact assessments (SEIAA). These terms are based on the following
factors:
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Proposals that have been on hold for more than thirty days
Proposals for Terms of Reference have been on hold for more than thirty
days.
Percentage of new terms of reference that were discarded
For more than 105 days, environmental clearances have been pending.
Re-evaluation of complaints
The SEIAA will receive a star rating from the system. The ranking is based
on the authority's performance over the previous six months. The ratings are
updated at the end of each month.
The usual time taken to obtain the certification has been cut to 75 days. It
had been 105 days previously.
According to the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification of 2006,
the 105-day period is required.
Division of Powers
According to the procedure, the SEIAA must first approve infrastructure
projects. The SEIAA will set up groups with environmental specialists and
state officials to help with this.
Category A projects, i.e. those involving forest land, should be approved by
a committee appointed by the center.
The majority of the projects that SEIAA will clear will be Category B
projects. They do, however, make up the majority.
This comprises modest mining, building, and construction, small industries
projects. Projects that are 'less polluting' are included.
Concerns
The proposed system violates the Environment (Protection) Act. The goal
and focus are to complete the project in a short period of time.
While environmental clearances should focus on the environment's health,
how the project will affect the environment, and what can be done to reduce
the environmental losses caused by the project.

Climate Of India During 2021
On January 21, 2022, the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) released its
"Climate of India during 2021" report.
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Highlights:
According to reports, the year 2021 was the fifth warmest in India since
national records began in 1901.
In 2021, India posted a loss of 1,750 lives due to extreme weather events.
With 350 deaths, Maharashtra was the worst-affected state.
Among extreme weather events, lightning and thunderstorms claimed the
most lives (787), followed by floods, heavy rains, and landslides, which
killed 759 people.
In 2021, 172 people died as a result of cyclones in various states.
According to the report, 11 of the 15 hottest years in India occurred during
the last fifteen years, from 2007 to 2021.
The greatest warming was observed in 2016. The year reported a 0.71
degree Celsius increase above the "long period average (LPA)" based on the
1981-2010 period.
Based on 1961-2010 data, India's annual rainfall in 2021 was 105 percent of
its LPA
The southwest monsoon season rainfall in India as a whole was 'normal,' at
99 percent of LPA, while the northeast or post-monsoon season rainfall
(October-December) was 'above normal,' at 144 percent of LPA.
Mean Temperature
The annual mean land surface air temperature in India in 2021 was 0.44
degrees Celsius higher than the LPA.
Winter (January to February) with +0.78 degree C mean temperature
anomalies and post-monsoon (October to December) with +0.42 degree C
mean temperature anomalies were the main contributors to this warming.
Other seasons, such as pre-monsoon (March to May) and monsoon (June to
September), were also reported "above normal," with average temperature
oddities of +0.35 degrees C and +0.34 degree C, respectively.
During the period 1901-2021, the annual mean temperature in India
increased at a rate of 0.63 degrees Celsius per 100 years.
The rise in India's mean surface temperature appears to be synchronized with
the rise in the global mean surface temperature.
Standardized Precipitation Index
In its annual report, the IMD also gathered the Standardized Precipitation
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Index (SPI). Based on precipitation, SPI is used to monitor drought
conditions.
The index is negative in dry conditions and positive in wet conditions.
The cumulative SPI values for the past twelve months of 2021 highlight
"extremely wet severely wet conditions" in parts of the A&N Islands, West
Bengal, Odisha, Bihar, Jharkhand, East Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,
Uttarakhand, Chandigarh, and Delhi, among other places.
"Extremely dry severely dry" conditions were reported in Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Mizoram, and Manipur, among
other places.

Digital Government Mission
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology established the Digital
Government Mission.
Highlights:
The mission will provide citizens with government services. The services
will be delivered using machine learning and artificial intelligence.
It incorporates automated processes. For example, a student applying for a
scholarship will receive an alert directly from the relevant department.
He or she is not required to inquire. It also makes food grains available to
the public through the public distribution system.
It includes driver license renewals as well as reminders to renew governmentissued documents.
The mission seeks to provide benefits to citizens before they inquire about a
scheme or subsidiary.
This is the next stage of e-government. The Indian government introduced egovernance 15 years ago.
It has since digitized taxable income, certificates, passports, land records,
and so on.
In addition, the Government of India will launch NODE in 2020. The
acronym NODE stands for National Open Digital Ecosystem.
Benefits
Previously, the Government of India and a number of state governments
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launched initiatives to create a digital government service.
However, there is no common interface for bringing all of the services
together on a single platform.
The Digital Government Mission will address this issue by consolidating all
digital initiatives under one umbrella.

Amar Jawan Jyoti Merged With National War Memorial Flame
The flame of the Amar Jawan Jyoti at Delhi's India Gate will be merged with the
flame of the adjacent National War Memorial on January 21, 2022, forward with
Republic Day.
Highlights:
The flame of the Amar Jawan Jyoti at Delhi's India Gate will be merged with
the flame of the adjacent National War Memorial on January 21, 2022,
forward with Republic Day.
The ceremony was presided over by Air Marshal Balabadhra Radha Krishna,
chief of the Integrated Defence Staff.
The decision to merge the two flames was made with the knowledge that the
flame at Amar Jawan Jyoti paid tribute to the martyrs of 1971, but none of
their identities are present there, whereas the names of all Indian martyrs
from all wars, such as 1971 and wars before and after it, are housed at the
National War Memorial.
So keeping the flame in the same place as the names will be a fitting tribute
to the martyrs. This will also eliminate the need to maintain two flames for
the same purpose.
This means that the flame at Amar Jawan Jyoti will be extinguished after 50
years of constant lightning.
Amar Jawan Jyoti:
The Amar Jawan Jyoti was officially launched by then-Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi on Republic Day in 1972.
The Amar Jawan Jyoti eternal flame was lit in remembrance of soldiers who
died during the 1971 Indo-Pakistan war.
National War Memorial:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated the National War Memorial on
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February 25, 2019. The memorial's eternal torch burns inside the Amar
Chakra at the heart of the Smarak Stambh, the memorial's main pillar.
On granite tablets, the names of 25,942 soldiers have already been enshrined
in gold letters.

First Milk Village Of J&K - Jerri Hamlet
Jerri settlement in Reasi district was designated as the Union Territory's first 'Milk
Village,' with 57 additional dairy farms sanctioned under the Integrated Dairy
Development Scheme (IDDS) for the hamlet.
Highlights:
The administration of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has
designated Jerri settlement in Reasi district as the first 'Milk Village' of the
Union Territory.
It was Also officially recognized 57 more dairy farms for the hamlet under
the Integrated Dairy Development Scheme (IDDS).
The village, which has 73 individual dairy units and 370 cows, will provide
financial security to the local farmers.
Following the village's designation as a 'Milk Village,' a total of 57 units
have indeed been approved under the IDDS.
Under the IDDS, dairy units with five animals receive a 50% subsidy.
Milking machine, bulk milk cooling unit at 50% subsidy (maximum Rs 5
lakh), paneer making machine, khoya making machine. Was included in the
scheme.
Also, Dahi making machine, cream separator, ice cream making machine,
butter and ghee making machine (maximum subsidy Rs 3. 5 lakh), milk van
(maximum subsidy Rs 2 lakh), milk ATM subsidy of Rs 5 lakh are included
in the scheme.

Study On Start-ups By NASSCOM
According to a recent NASSCOM report, India's startup environment has grown
over double. The country's startup industry grew to 330 billion dollars between
2020 and 2021.
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Highlights:
The year 2021 was a watershed moment for startups. Between 2020 and
2021, 65,000 startups generated 6.6 lakh direct jobs and 34.1 lakh indirect
jobs.
The retail, EdTech, BFSI, Retail Tech, SCM and Logistics, Food Tech, and
mobility businesses created the majority of the new jobs.
The number of value deals more than tripled. Deals worth more than $100
million USD saw a significant increase in the number of deals.
Among the startups, there is a willingness to take chances. The level of
investor confidence has risen.
Investors from India were involved in 50% of the deals signed. The number
of transactions grew by thrice.
The success of the startups demonstrates the effort put in. The population of
unicorns has risen.
Unicorns are companies with a market capitalization of more than one
billion dollars. In 2022, Indian startups have a bright future.
Unicorns
In the year 2021, 42 unicorns appeared in 18 different sectors. This is the
third-highest in the world after USA and China.
Unicorns alone brought in $90 billion.
The number of unicorns has increased sixfold between 2015 and 2021.Over
260 companies contributed to the development of Startups. Corporations are
putting together open innovation programs.
International
In terms of seed, deals, a number of businesses, and late-stage investment,
India's startup growth has been the fastest in the United States, the United
Kingdom, China, and Israel.
"Indian Tech Startups Ecosystem: Year of the Titans" is the title of the
report.
NASSCOM
The National Association of Software and Service Companies (NASSCOM)
is a trade association that represents software and service companies.
It is a non-profit organization that works to expand India's IT sector. It is a
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non-profit trade organization. It was founded in 1988.

Mangaluru Plastic Park Construction Approved
The Karnataka government recently approved the construction of a plastic park in
Ganjimutt, Managaluru.
Highlights:
To carry out the project, the KIADB will establish a specific purpose vehicle
under its control. KIADB is also a key promoter.
The park will cost Rs 62.77 crores to build. It will be constructed on
property owned by the Karnataka Industrial Areas Development Board
(KIADB).
Hundreds of jobs will be created for local kids as a result of the park.
In the park, a polypropylene unit will be placed up. This plant will supply
raw ingredients to the park's polymer and plastics businesses.
Thermoplastic polymer polypropylene is a thermoplastic polymer. It is
mostly utilized in the manufacture of plastic packaging.
In addition, the park will aid in the reduction of transportation costs. This is
due to the fact that the park will be home to 32 businesses.
Entrepreneurs from other districts are included as well. The park will have
an administrative building, an export building, and a warehouse facility,
among other things.
Funds And Concerns
The federal government will contribute 50 percent of the total anticipated
cost of 62.77 crores of rupees, or 31.38 crores. The KIADB will be
responsible for the remaining 50%.
The Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, which is part of the Central
Government, has established project implementation criteria.
If the work is not done within three months, the funds will be redistributed to
other eligible projects.
Plastic Park Scheme
Industrial zones are plastic parks. They play an important part in the
expansion of machinery suppliers as well as plastic manufacturing,
recycling, and processing businesses.
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So far, plastic parks have been established at Tamont village in Madhya
Pradesh, Billaua village in Gwalior, Odisha, Pradeep village near
Jagatsinghpur, Assam, Devipur in Jharkhand, and Voyallur in Tamil Nadu's
Thiruvallur district.
India accounts for under 1% of global plastic exports. India has a major
plastics sector. It is, however, severely fractured. The plastic parks will aid
in the industry's consolidation.

Delhi Begins Streetscraping Project
The Delhi government plans to start redeveloping, landscaping and beautifying the
city. The national capital's roads will be beautified to the tune of 540 kilometers.
Highlights:
The project will see the roads in the country's capital redeveloped to
European standards, which means 30 meters or more. The project will also
improve pedestrian safety on the roads.
The project will balance the roads so that transit vehicles, cyclists, and
pedestrians can all travel safely.
Hybrid Annuity Mode will be used to implement the project. It will be
implemented by the Delhi Public Welfare Department.
The government will fund 60 percent of the project's cost to the entities in
charge of its implementation.
The remaining balance will be paid in thirty bi-annual payments in hybrid
annual mode. The agencies would also be responsible for the upkeep of
these roadways.
Need For The Project:
The national capital, as per the Centre for Science and Environment, has the
highest number of fatal accidents.
On a daily basis, five people die in Delhi as a result of traffic accidents. This
is due to the fact that road width varies throughout the city.
Furthermore, in certain areas, the extra space along the roadside is not
adequately utilized.
Significance:
Every road in the capital is distinct and unique. Roads will be realigned as
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part of the project. It will give pedestrians the same amount of space.
The project will include special cycle lanes on all Delhi roads.
Toilets, water coolers, green areas, rainwater harvesting systems, libraries,
street furniture, e-rickshaws, and last-mile connectivity will all be included
in the project.
Plan:
Nine experts have been hired by Delhi's Public Welfare Department. These
consultants will provide streetscape advice to the government.
The consultants will also analyze the data, research traffic trends, and
propose solutions. They will also ensure that the roads are long-lasting and
that they are built in an equitable manner.

Pandemic Impact On Students Survey In Delhi
The Delhi government has decided to conduct a large-scale survey in order to better
understand the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on schoolchildren's psychological
and emotional behavior.
Highlights:
This will be the 4th survey conducted by the Delhi government in the last
two years.
It will also examine changes in the style of parenting, as well as the
psychological and emotional state of parental figures because children have
spent the majority of their time with them during the lockdown.
Aside from parents and students, the survey will also look at teachers'
perspectives. Because their routines and instructional techniques have
changed dramatically.
The Delhi government launched the Happiness Curriculum. Such classes
have played an important role in ensuring students' mental and emotional
well-being in government schools.
This research will aid in the revision of the Happiness curriculum by
implementing new chapters, activities, and stories.
Students should be able to learn about being stress-free in difficult situations
such as the covid-19 pandemic with some modifications.
Happiness Curriculum
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In July 2018, the Happiness Curriculum was launched. It was created with
the goal of bolstering the groundwork of happiness and well-being for all
students.
Every day, a 35-minute class is held as part of this curriculum. All students
from kindergarten to class 8 attend classes in Delhi's 1,030 government
schools.
In addition to addressing students' well-being and happiness, the curriculum
aims to promote advancement in cognition, literacy, language, arts, and
numeracy.
The objectives of the Happiness Curriculum are,
To develop self-awareness and mindfulness
To inculcate skills of critical thinking and inquire
To enable learners to communicate effectively and
To help learners in applying life skills to tackle stressful and conflicting
situations around them.

Operation Sajag
According to the northwest district Delhi Police, the number of police control room
calls has decreased by 24% since the start of 'Operation Sajag.''
Highlights:
According to police, 8006 criminals and anti-social elements, such as
robbers and snatchers, have been apprehended since the operation's
inception.
Operation Sajag and other police enforcement methods implemented by
police have resulted in a 24% decrease in PCR calls.
Preventive action has increased by 47%. Street crime has decreased by 33%.
Operation Sajag
On October 4, 2021, Operation Sajag was initiated with the goal of reducing
incidents of street crime.
It was initiated by the Delhi Police's northwest district. The initiative
includes exercises in area dominance, intensive checking at picket lines, and
special combings.
This operation also increased patrolling by stationing more patrol bikes in
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the area to combat street crime and apprehend criminals.
The operation is primarily concerned with locating the source of firearms,
illegal liquor, drugs, and stolen property.
Sajag tends to focus on dark and vulnerable stretches and highways,
including the Ring Road, Inner Ring Road, and GT Karnal Road.
It also concentrates on slum and cluster areas, along railway lines, parks,
market places, and malls, among other things.
Strategies
Comprehensive highway patrolling with a special focus on night patrolling
Foot and group patrolling
Dynamic deployment with a focus on specific areas
GPS-monitored vehicle patrolling
Installation of area domination booths
Permanent and surprise picketing
Outcome-oriented tasking of picket and
Patrolling staff.

Infrastructure Financing Authority In AP
Arunachal Pradesh's government intends to establish the Arunachal Pradesh
Infrastructure Financing Authority.
Highlights:
The cabinet made the decision during the Golden Jubilee celebrations. To
honor Late K A A Raja with the "Arunachal Ratna" award.
The award is one of Arunachal Pradesh's highest state honors. He had
previously served as governor.
500 self-help groups have received financial assistance. They will each
receive a sum of one lakh rupees.
Each District Level will receive two lakh rupees from three hundred primary
level federations. A Good Governance Index will be developed.
Choosing fifty schools to become "Golden Jubilee Model Schools." This
project is expected to cost Rs 12 crores in financial assistance per school.
The model class project will receive the amount of 500 crores of rupees.
Between 2022 and 2023, 365 infrastructure projects will be inaugurated and
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completed.
The Financing Authority will look after the state's development needs. It will
work to improve the overall development of the state as well as the locals'
quality of life.
Arunachal Pradesh Statehood Day
On January 20, 1972, the former North-East Frontier Agency was renamed
Arunachal Pradesh. It was designated as a union territory.
It became a state in 1987. When naming the state, three options were
considered. They are Brahma Mandal, Udayanchal, and Arunachal Pradesh,
respectively.
Arunachal Pradesh was chosen. Arunachal Pradesh translates as "Land of the
Rising Sun." It shares borders with China, Myanmar, Bhutan, Assam, and
Nagaland.
It is surrounded by three countries. Arunachal Pradesh became a state in
1972. And it will be 50 years in 2022.
As a result, the state is commemorating its 50th anniversary. The cabinet
made several decisions on the first day of the month-long celebrations.

Netaji Hologram Statue
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will finally reveal a hologram statue of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose just next to Delhi's India Gate.
Highlights:
The statue was unveiled on Netaji's 125th birthday. On January 23rd, he
celebrates his birthday.
The statue is energized by 4k projectors capable of providing 30,000 lumens
of brightness. These projectors are priced around 15 lakh rupees.
Their projection area is 13 by 13 feet. The statue is 6 feet wide and 28 feet
tall. In addition to a projector, the technology necessitates the use of a
screen.
Visitors cannot see the screen. The hologram statue will be placed where
King George V of England's statue once stood. The statue was removed in
1968.
The birth anniversary of Netaji is known as Parakram Divas. It is observed
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on January 23. It was first observed in 2021.
Netaji's birthday is a state holiday in Tripura, Assam, Jharkhand, and West
Bengal.
Hologram:
Hologram technology generates an image. The image is projected in such a
way that it appears to be real. In addition, the image appears threedimensional.

District Good Governance Index Launched For The First Time In India
Amit Shah, the Union Minister for Home and Cooperation, has essentially released
India's first "District Good Governance Index" for 20 districts in Jammu and
Kashmir.
Highlights:
Amit Shah, the Union Minister for Home and Cooperation, has essentially
released India's first "District Good Governance Index" for 20 districts in
Jammu and Kashmir.
(1) Jammu, (2) Doda, (3) Samba, (4) Pulwama, and (5) Srinagar are the top
five districts in the District Good Governance Index.
The Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances
(DARPG) collaborated with the Government of Jammu and Kashmir to
create this index.
The District Good Governance Index (DGGI) is a structured document that
measures performance across ten governance sectors using 58 indicators and
116 data points.
The government of Jammu and Kashmir's District Good Governance Index
represents a significant administrative reform in benchmarking good
governance just at the district level, as well as a significant step toward
timely collation and publication of statistics at the state/district level.
The District Good Governance Index is a watershed moment, and it is
expected to provide a solid framework for the evidence-based evaluation of
the performance of all districts in Jammu and Kashmir.

ICE 360 Survey
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PRICE conducts the Ice 360 survey.
Highlights:
The average household income of the wealthy has climbed by 39% in the
last five years.
Since 1995, the average household income in the country has increased.
However, in the previous five years, it has dropped by 53%.
In 2020-21, the COVID-induced lockdown completely halted economic
activity for two quarters.
As a result, the country's GDP declined by 7.3 percent in 2020-21.
According to the poll, the urban poor is the ones who are the most impacted.
The poor and middle classes were both affected by the pandemic. The
wealthy also saw an increase in their earnings.
The average middle-class family's household income dropped by 2%. The
lower middle class's household income has decreased by 32%.
The revenue of the upper-middle class rose by 7% during the COVID
period.
Small and medium-sized businesses suffered more employment losses than
large corporations. The casual laborers were the most brutal hit.
The residents of the city suffered greatly during the first lockdown. Small
traders, daily wage laborers, and domestic workers were among those who
suffered the most.
The number of poor people in cities has risen. In 2016, rural India was home
to 90% of the impoverished. By 2021, the percentage had dropped to 70%.
PRICE
PRICE,People's Research on India's Consumer Economy, is a non-profit
organization that researches the Indian consumer economy. The survey
gathers information on household income, financial details, expenditures,
occupation, and quality of life, among other things.
PRICE collects information about the country's macro consumer economy
and the citizens' environment.
It focuses on how Indians make money, spend it, save it, think about it, and
use public goods and services.
It is instrumental in developing government policies and commercial
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strategies.

Abide With Me Hymn
The song "Abide with me" is traditionally sung during the Republic Day procession
is replaced by Kavi Pradeep's "Aye Mere Watan Ke Logon."
Highlights:
Abide with Me is a hymn written in the Christian faith created by Henry
Francis Lyte. Abide with Me is a prayer where the speaker requests that God
accompany him all his life and after he dies.
Because Lyte was dying of disease, he wrote the hymn. It's performed to the
tune Eventide. Lyte wrote the song in 1820. Lyte was dying at the time he
wrote the hymn.
He didn't tell anyone about the hymn. At his funeral, the hymn was first
sung.
2022 Republic Day Celebrations:
The song "Abide with me" is traditionally sung during the Republic Day
procession. It's the last song before the troops leave for their parade.
It's performed right before Saare Jahan se achha. The Indian government has
chosen to remove this hymn from the national anthem.
The hymn has been replaced by Kavi Pradeep's "Aye Mere Watan Ke
Logon." It was written by C Ramachandra and sung by Lata Mangeshkar in
1963.
It was founded in the aftermath of the Sino-Indian war. In 2020, the Modi
government hoped to replace the hymn.
However, due to mounting protest, the hymn was performed. The Modi
government is phasing out the hymn because it generates a somber
atmosphere.
It is one of Mahatma Gandhi's favorite hymns. It was performed in the
Sabarmati Ashram. In the Ashram, it was the only cross-religious hymn
sung.

Indian Environment Service Set-Up
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On January 21, 2021, the Supreme Court asked the Centre to create a dedicated
Indian Environment Service within India's bureaucratic structure.
Highlights:
A committee led by former Cabinet Secretary TSR Subramanian
recommended forming the Indian Environment Service in 2014.
Samar Vijay Singh, a lawyer, filed a petition to establish an independent
Indian Environment Services at the all-India level.
However, it appears that a mandamus cannot be issued.
However, it is possible to inquire whether the government intends to follow
the recommendations of the TSR Subramanian committee.
Indian Environment Service
The committee recommended that an Indian Environment Service be
established as an all-India service.
It can be created based on the qualifications and other details specified by
the MoEF&CC, DoPT, or UPSC.
The committee also proposed that the necessary institutional framework be
established for this purpose. Currently, the UPSC-led all-India civil services
officers deal with environmental clearances and policies.
According to the report, current approval systems and monitoring
mechanisms have resulted in suboptimal management of environmental
issues.
As a result, the committee proposed establishing an All-India Service to
serve as an expert group for man positions in this field across the public and
quasi-governmental sectors.
TSR Subramanian Committee
The TSR Subramanian committee was formed in August 2014, with
Subramanian as chairman.
The Ministry of Environment, Forests established it and Climate Change to
review Indian environmental laws and update current requirements.
On November 18, 2014, the committee submitted its report. According to
the committee, India has a robust environmental policy and legislative
framework but is poorly implemented.
Conservation experts and the judiciary have criticized environmental
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governance due to poor implementation.

Rashtriya Bal Puraskar: Blockchain Technology
The 61 Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PMRBP) 2021 and 2022 were
awarded digital certificates based on blockchain technology.
Highlights:
Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur developed blockchain-based
technology as part of the "National Blockchain Project" (IIT Kanpur).
Director of IIT Kanpur Abhay Karandikar said that this technology might be
utilized to give all certificates and degrees in the future.
The beneficiaries' digital certificates generated using blockchain technology
will be saved in digital wallets on their mobile devices.
Certificates are unforgeable, globally verifiable, selectively disclosable, and
sensitive to user content.
PM Modi launched blockchain-based digital degrees at IIT Kanpur during a
convocation ceremony on 28 December.
Technology Implemented By:
CRUBN is in charge of implementing digital technology. CRUBN is a
company that specializes in blockchain technology.
Four IIT graduates established it.
Nilesh Vasita, IIT Kanpur
Ras Dwivedi, IIT Kanpur,
Tanmay Yadav, IIT Kanpur and
Mukul Verma, IIT Bombay.
Padma Shri Prof. Manindra Agrawal and Prof. Sandeep K Shukla, the joint
coordinators of the National Blockchain Project under the National Security
Council Secretariat, helped develop the technology.
National Blockchain Project And Strategy:
The National Security Council Secretariat funds the National Blockchain
Project to create blockchain-based e-governance solutions.
The project entails a three-month feasibility assessment to determine
whether or not to deploy blockchain technology and research and validation
plan and an incubation strategy.
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Two e-governance applications were recognized in the first phase to prove
the utility of blockchain.
In December 2021, the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
recommended it. It has taken a multi-institutional approach to solve the
problem.
To provide blockchain as a service, the National Informatics Centre (NIC),
the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C DAC), and the
National Informatics Centre Services Inc (NICSI) have devised a strategy.
Using blockchain technology aims to provide a trusted digital platform for egovernance services.

India Celebrated 73rd Republic Day: 26 January
On January 26, 2022, India will commemorate its 73rd Republic Day.
Highlights:
This year's celebrations are extra significant because India is celebrating its
75th year of independence, which is being commemorated as 'Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav.'
On January 26, 2022, India will commemorate its 73rd Republic Day.
This year's celebrations are extra significant because India is celebrating its
75th year of independence, which is being commemorated as 'Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav.'
Republic Day commemorates the date on which India's Constitution went
into effect, on January 26, 1950.
It took the place of the Government of India Act (1935) as India's governing
document.
According to the Ministry of Defence, the Indian Air Force (IAF) will do a
grand flypast with 75 aircraft or helicopters for the first time.
The 'Beating the Retreat' celebration will feature a drone show including
1,000 indigenously developed drones, as well as projection mapping for the
first time.
Another first is that 480 dancers will perform during the parade's cultural
performance, having been chosen from a statewide Vande Bharatam dance
competition.
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PSP-V 2.0: Passport Seva Program
Version 2 of the Passport Seva Program is an expansion of Version 1 of the
Passport Seva Program.
Highlights:
It's a web-based service, established as part of the National E-Government
Plan.
The Indian government plans to deploy e-Passports in the near future for
citizens renewing or applying for new passports.
The primary goal of e-passports is to increase their security. It will facilitate
immigration. It's a step up from a standard passport.
A chip is included in the E-Passports. The chip contains the holder's personal
information, including biographical information.
Unauthorized data access is prevented as a result of this. National
Informatics Centre and IIT Kanpur developed the software for the EPassport.
The E-Passports were created in conformity with ICAO guidelines. The
International Civil Aviation Organization is known as ICAO.
The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) is governed by the
United Nations. It was founded in 1944.
TCS will develop the e-passport technology. The GoI, on the other hand,
will own the data centers, databases, and application software.
The security elements will be designed by the National Informatics Centre.
The features will include a secure digital ecosystem, stakeholder inclusion,
revamping, and database upgrades.
PSP V 2.0
It is a PSP 1 expansion. It changed the way passports were delivered in
various ways. The second version's major goal is to develop a digital
platform for passport-related services. This is done in order to make the
process more visible, accessible, and trustworthy. Several technological
enhancements will be included in the second version.
Chat Bots, advanced data analytics, auto-response, cloud enablement, and
natural language processing are all examples of this.
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E-passports will also be issued with the updated version. The Indian
government intends to build additional data centers to carry out the project.
In addition, disaster recovery centers, passport seva kendras, and Post Office
Passport Seva Kendras will be established.

Kalpana Chawla Centre For Research Launched By Defence Minister
At Chandigarh University, Rajnath Singh inaugurates the Kalpana Chawla Centre
For Research.
Highlights:
The Kalpana Chawla Centre for Research in Space Science and Technology
(KCCRSST) at Chandigarh University was inaugurated by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh.
The Union Minister also announced the launch of a Rs 10 crore Defence
Scholarship Scheme at Chandigarh University for the children of threeservice military officers. Kalpana Chawla was the first woman of Indian
descent to travel to space.
It was founded with the goal of educating students in space science and
satellite creation, as well as addressing future difficulties in space research.
The Ground Control Station (GCS) for Chandigarh University's Student
Satellite would be housed in this cutting-edge space complex (CUSAT).
There will also be an in-house created nano-satellite designed by Chandigarh
University students, as well as a Geo Spatial Centre for study.

Andhra Pradesh New District
Andhra Pradesh's Jagan Mohan Reddy government just established 13th new
districts.
Highlights:
Parliamentary constituencies were used to construct the districts. With this,
the state of Andhra Pradesh now has a total of 26 districts.
In Visakhapatnam, the Araku Lok Sabha seat was split into 2 districts. In an
undivided Andhra Pradesh, a new district was established in 1979.
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The district was Vizianagaram.
The state government has the authority to create a new district. This is
accomplished by either adopting a bill in the state legislature or issuing an
executive order.
State governments can also publish an announcement in the official gazette.
It is easier to administer if the districts are smaller, according to state
governments.
Smaller districts with more officers mean more officers for a smaller
population. The people's grievances will be easily addressed.
The implementation of the scheme and the transfer of funds becomes simple.
The creation of new districts is not the responsibility of the central
government.
Indian Districts
India had 593 districts according to the 2011 census. 46 districts were
established between 2001 and 2011.
In total, the country now has 718 districts.
The number increased mostly as a result of Andhra Pradesh's 2014
bifurcation.
The newly constituted AP districts were not included in the total

Next-Gen Administrative Reforms In J & K
For administrative reforms, the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public
Grievances (DARPG) will work with the Jammu and Kashmir government.
Highlights:
The following three efforts will be the subject of a roadmap:
The DARPG and the J&K government will collaborate to track
progress on 58 factors of the District Good Governance Index.
To track the indicators, an online portal will be created. Citizens'
satisfaction with 150 e-services is being tracked online.
In Jammu and Kashmir, the e-HRMS will be implemented. In
addition, the National Informatics Centre will develop an online
dashboard monitoring tool for data collection. Digital platforms are
used to deliver 150 e-services.
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The services' quality is to be benchmarked. The Kashmiris' quality of life
will increase as a result of this.
The Srinagar and Jammu Secretariats were both transformed into paperless
secretariats. They have upgraded to version 7.0 of the e-office.
E-HRMS, DARPG, And District Good Governance Index
E- HRMS stands for "Electronic Human Resource Management System."
Employee service records, GPF, pension benefits, and gratuity will all be
digitized via the system.
The Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances, and Pensions oversee
DARPG.
Amit Shah, the Union Home Minister, introduced it.
Based on 58 parameters, the index measured the performance of Jammu and
Kashmir's districts.

Ministry of Culture To Release Books On 75 Unsung Heroes
As an Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav element, the Ministry of Culture will release three
pictorial books on 75 unsung heroes of the independencestruggle.
Highlights:
The pictorial books will be published in partnership with "Amar Chitra
Katha."
These books will highlight the contributions of girls, namely, Rani Abbakka,
Parbati Giri, Matangini Hazra, Chakali Ilamma, et al.
Book celebrates the lives of those women who led the charge and lit the
flame of protest and rebellion across the country.
It comprises stories of queens who fought against British powers. These
women devoted and laid down their lives to explain the motherland.
These books will be available freed from cost, in digital format, on the Amar
Chitra Katha app.
The second edition of the series is in process. It'll comprise stories of 25
unsung tribal freedom fighters.
The third and final edition of the series will contain stories of 30 unsung
heroes.
First Edition
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Union Minister Meenakshi Lekhi launched the series's primary in Delhi on
January 28, 2022.
The first part is devoted to twenty women whose contributions are
unrecognized. Among 20 women include:
Rani Abbakka: she was the primary Tuluva Queen of Ullal. She opposed the
Portuguese in the latter half 16th century.
Matangini Hazra: She was a Bengali revolutionary. In September 1942, she
was shot by British Indian police.
Chakali Ilamma: Her act of defiance against the local zamindar encouraged
many during the rebellion in the Telangana region.
Parbati Giri: She is nicknamed Teresa of western Odisha. She was a major
female insurgent from Odisha.
Gulab Kaur: She was an insurgent who left her dreams of a life abroad for
mobilizing Indians against the British Raj.
Padmaja Naidu: She was the daughter of Sarojini Naidu and a rebel. She
later became Governor of West Bengal.
Bishni Devi Shah: She encouraged many individuals in Uttarakhand to join
the liberty movement.

National Tiger Conservation Authority 19th Meeting Chaired By Bhupender
Yadav
The 19th Meeting of the National Tiger Conservation Authority was led by
Bhupender Yadav.
Highlights:
The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) convened its 19th
meeting under the supervision of Bhupender Yadav, the Union Minister for
Environment, Forests, and Climate Change.
In India, there are currently 51 Tiger Reserves, and more than 35 rivers
originate from those areas, all of which are critical for water security.
The environment minister unveiled an action plan for the restoration,
protection, and conservation of India's seven principal big cats, including the
cheetah, which has been declared extinct in the country since independence.
In the following five years, 50 of these huge cats will be put into various
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parks as part of the action plan.
He revealed that 14 tiger reserves in India have been awarded the global
Conservation Assured Tiger Standards (CA|TS) accreditation.
He emphasized the importance of NTCA meetings in the first week of April,
August, and December each year.

Kerala: First-Ever Scientific Bird Atlas
Kerala Bird Atlas (KBA), the first State-level bird atlas in India, has solid baseline
data about the distribution and abundance of bird species across all significant
habitats.
Highlights:
Kerala Bird Atlas (KBA), the first State-level bird atlas in India, has
assembled solid baseline information about the distribution and quantity of
bird species across all significant habitats, giving momentum to futuristic
studies.
It is being executed as a citizen science-driven routine with over 1,000
volunteers of the birdwatching community KBA has been prepared
supported by systematic surveys held twice over 60 days a year.
Conducted as a citizen science-driven exercise with over 1000 volunteers of
the bird watching community.
KBA was prepared supported systematic surveys held twice over 60 days a
year during the wet (July to September) and dry (January to March) seasons
between 2015 and 2020.
Kerala's capital is Thiruvananthapuram.
Kerala Governor is Arif Mohammad Khan, and Chief Minister is Pinarayi
Vijayan.

Gujarat Tableau Showcased Pal Dadhvav Martyrs
The Gujarat Tableau featured the carnage in Pal and Dadhvav at the 73rd Republic
Day Parade.
Highlights:
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In 1922, a massacre occurred. During the tragedy, around 1,200 tribals were
mercilessly murdered by British soldiers.
Motilal Tejawat, a tribal leader, addressed 10,000 Bhil tribals on March 7,
1922.
These tribals were from the Dadhvav village and were members of the Eki
movement (now Sabarkantha district in Gujarat).
The protesters were against the British government's introduction of
regulations connected to Jagirdar, land taxation, and the Rajwada.
Major H.G.Sutton gave the firing order. The police killed more than 1,200
persons due to the order.
Pal Dadhvav Martyrs is the name given to this occurrence. The region's
wells were brimming with the bodies of indigenous people.
Dudhiya Kuva and Dhekhadiya Kuva were the names of the wells. Tejawat
managed to flee the carnage.
Tejawat was shot twice in the thighs and remained underground at Gandhiji's
suggestion. He was sentenced to seven years in prison.
He renamed the area "Virubhumi" after the country gained independence.
The atrocity is still commemorated in Gujarati folk music.
Three times as many persons were killed in this slaughter as in the
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre.
The British, on the other hand, had no such documentation. Because the
tragic victims were impoverished and illiterate, People forgot the incident.
After the massacre in Jallianwala Bagh, the British took great pains to
suppress the occurrence.
Tableau
Front Of the Tableau showed the tribal and its fighting spirit. The Back Part
represented the massacre.
The artists performed a dance called "Ger." The Bhil tribals are a western
Indian ethnic group.
The Bhils were the country's most significant tribal group in 2013.
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh are
among the states where they can be found.

First-Ever Graphene Innovation Centre In India
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Kerala has established the country's first graphene innovation center. This is the
first graphene research and development center to be founded.
Highlights:
The project would be funded with Rs 86.41 crores by the central
government. The Kerala government will develop the center as Tata Steel is
The industrial partner.
In addition, the state-run Digital University Kerala and the Centre for
Materials for Electronics will collaborate on the initiative with the state and
federal governments.
Graphene is the world's most vital substance and the thinnest of materials.
Graphene is a material with excellent electrical conductivity and chemical
resilience.
It has a vast surface area, is translucent, and is light in weight. Graphene can
replace indium and lower the price of an Organic Light Emitting Diode.
Graphene is a carbon isotope. It possesses a honeycomb nanostructure in
two dimensions.
Because of its electronic and electrical capabilities, graphene is referred to as
a "Wonder substance."
Graphene is a semiconductor with a zero-gap. This indicates that the
conduction and valence bands are both at the same energy level.
Free electrons in the conduction band are required for an element to conduct
electricity.
Applications:
Tennis racquets are made from it. Graphene is also employed in
manufacturing composite materials, bioengineering, energy storage, and
filtration.
Lubricants, paints, functional fluids, batteries, coatings, oils, capacitors,
display materials, and solar cells are all made with it.
Other materials can benefit from the addition of graphene. It becomes more
potent when a tiny bit of graphene is added to metals, polymers, or other
substances.
Graphene is perfect for producing supercapacitors because of its high
surface area to volume ratio.
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Anti-corrosion coatings have been applied to graphene. Drug delivery,
sensors, coatings, and solar panels all employ it.

Upper Age Limit For Govt Jobs Raised In Odisha
Odisha's government recently raised the upper age limit for applying for State Civil
Service Exams.
Highlights:
The age was raised from 32 to 38 years old. The State Civil Services Rules,
1989, were amended to do this.
The age limit has been raised solely for the tests in 2021, 2022, and 2023.
The age limit for people from Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Socially
and Educationally Backward Classes, Persons with Disabilities, and Women
in Odisha has been lowered.
Provisions And Relaxations:
The age limit has been lowered to eliminate COVID-related delays in
administering the exam.
Because of the pandemic, the candidates' ages have advanced, and they are
no longer eligible to sit for tests.
It is critical to make such changes to enhance the employment rate in the
United States.
SC/ST/OBC: The maximum age limit has been raised to 43 years, or 38+5.
38+5 = 43 years for women of all categories
38+10 = 48 years old is the general group.
PwD categories for SC/ST/SEBC: 53 years
Employment Status And Odisha Government Initiatives:
Odisha's labor force participation rate is 48.3 percent. This matches the
national rate of 48.3%.
The ratio of workers to population is 44.9 percent. In addition, the national
worker population ratio is 46.8%.
In metropolitan regions, the unemployment rate is larger than the
employment rate.
Urban Wage Employment Initiative in Odisha: The initiative offered job
possibilities in developing community centers, playgrounds, public parks,
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and water bodies, among other things.
MUKTA Mukhyamantri Karma Tatara Abhiyan was established to help the
urban poor find work.

Mission Amanat Launched By Indian Railways
Mission Amanat has been launched by Indian Railways to assist travelers in
tracking down their misplaced possessions.
Highlights:
The Railway Protection Force (RPF) of Indian Railways' Western
Railways zone has launched a new effort dubbed "Mission Amanat" to
help travelers recover their misplaced luggage.
The details of lost bags and items and images will be posted on the zonal
railway's official website, https://wr.indianrailways.gov.in/, as part of
Mission Amanat.
This will assist passengers in tracking down and recovering their
misplaced goods and ensuring the safety and security of passengers,
luggage, and personal effects.
Vinay Kumar Tripathi is the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of
the Railway Board.
According to Western Train, from January to December 2021, the RPF
recovered commodities worth Rs 2.58 crore belonging to a total of 1,317
railway passengers and restored them to their respective owners after
thorough verification.
The railways take all necessary precautions to ensure that passengers
are informed of the Covid-19 regulations.
RPF members will instruct passengers on masks, hand sanitization, and
social distance. The RPF has also teamed up with many NGOs to
distribute booklets and bans.

First-Ever Heli Hub In India
Gurugram will host India's first Heli Hub. The heli-hub is expected to be built in
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Gurugram, near a metro station and convenient access to industrial locations such
as Noida and Bhiwadi.
Highlights:
Gurugram will acquire India's first heli-hub with comprehensive aviation
amenities, according to Haryana Deputy Chief Minister Dushyant Chautala.
The heli-hub will be the first in India, with all helicopter facilities at one
location.
The heli-hub is expected to be built in Gurugram, next to a metro station and
convenient access to industrial regions (Noida & Bhiwadi).
The Haryana government has proposed to build the country's first heli-hub in
Gurugram, which will include a heliport, hangars, maintenance, and other
aviation-related services.
This heli-main hub's function serves as a landing and take-off location for
numerous helicopter services in the nation's capital.

Republic Day 2022: 21 State/UT Tableaux
The republic day procession had 21 tableaux representing twelve states and union
territories.
Highlights:
Meghalaya celebrated fifty years of independence. Women's self-help clubs
and cooperative societies were examples of this. Cane and bamboo
handicrafts were also on display in the tableau.
Tribal revolutionaries were featured in Gujarat. The Pal Dadhvav Martyrs
were among the British, who killed around 1,200 innocent individuals.
The tableau was based on the topic "Symbols of Gone Heritage" and was
shown by Goa. It also featured a variety of natural and historical sights.
"Haryana Number One on Sports" was the topic of Haryana's tableau.
Haryana has won the most national and international sports medals, notably
the Olympics.
"Pragati Ki or Badhta Uttarakhand" is the Theme of the Uttarakhand tableau.
It highlighted new advancements in connectivity as well as holy locations.
Arunachal Pradesh Tableau's Theme was "Anglo Abor Adiverse." It
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represented the ethnic communities' struggle against the British.
Sixteen dancers performed the Tapu dance.
The Galo people are known as the Abor, Abotani's descendants.
They communicate in Tani Galo. Since 1950, they have been classified as a
Scheduled Tribe.
Karnataka Theme: Traditional Handicrafts Credo The Gordhan Nayay
Yojana is the inspiration for the subject.
Uttar Pradesh Theme: The One District One Product Program's
accomplishments in skill development and employment.
Punjab Theme: The state's contribution to the country's independence
Maharashtra's Theme was bio symbols and biodiversity
Due to a lack of time and space, only 21 tableaux participated in the march.
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal did not participate in the state and
expressed their displeasure with this.
"Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav" was the main topic. Its goal is to commemorate
India's 75th year of independence.

Digital Sansad Launched By Lok Sabha
On January 27, 2022, the Lok Sabha secretariat unveiled a new app called "Digital
Sansad."
Highlights:
The digital sandad app was created to make it easier for citizens to track
what's going on in Parliament and with their legislators.
The App is compatible with both Android and iOS devices.
It contains all of the primary content of the Indian Parliament's
interconnected portal.
Om Birla, the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, is the creator of the Digital Sansad
App. He wanted to make parliamentary sessions more available to the public
through this software.
The legislature is required to keep its constituents informed about its daily
operations.
Parliament must keep its communication channels current with the changing
technology world to achieve this goal.
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As a result, the legislature began to increase its digital footprint. The 'Digital
Sansad App' launch is a step in the right direction.
The App has over 8000 users from India, the United States, and Saudi
Arabia.
Uses:
The App provides a 360-degree picture of legislative actions and services for
members. Apart from current House proceedings, the App would let users
access historical material from all Lok Sabhas.
Speeches, debates, and other materials would also be available. The App
includes information on budget speeches from 1947 to the present and
House debates from the 12th to the 17th Lok Sabha.
It will also include a live broadcast of the Sansad proceedings. This App also
allows you to view the 2022 Budget Session live.
Members of Parliament will be able to use the App to check personal
information such as House bulletins, the status of their notifications, and so
on.
Laptops are not permitted inside the House of Commons. As a result, MPs
will find this helpful App for getting parliamentary data during any debate in
the House.
MPs will be able to use this App to log in for attendance, ask questions
during Question Hour, and submit notices for debates or adjournment
motions in the future.

Air India Transfer to Tata Sons
The Union government transferred its interests in Air India to Tata Sons subsidiary
Talace on January 27, 2022.
Highlights:
Apart from the Shares, Talace now has control and administration of the
company.
With this, the five-year-long disinvestment process came to a close.
Since 1953, Air India has been a government-owned company.
The deal includes Air India Express, Air India, and the government's entire
50 percent investment in AI SATS, a joint-venture ground handling
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company.
For 2021-2022, the government has set a total disinvestment target of Rs
1.75 lakh crore.
Tata Sons paid Rs 2,700 crore in cash for Air India and assumed a Rs 15,300
crore debt.
The government has accepted a total debt of Rs 62,057 crore. The
government will also keep some of the airline's non-core assets worth Rs
14,718 crore.
Tata And Air India
Air India's 141-plane fleet will be transferred to Tata. It will also get control
of well-known brands, including Indian Airlines, Air India, and the
Maharajah.
Around 13,500 regular and contract staff will also be transferred to Tata,
where they will work for at least a year.
The Tata Group owns three airlines. Tata holds a 51 percent investment in
Vistara and an 84 percent share in AirAsia India.
These three airlines have a combined market share of 24% in the aviation
industry.
Disinvestment of Air India
In June 2017, the Union Cabinet approved the disinvestment of Air India in
principle. In 2018, the government issued a request for a 76 percent share in
the airline. However, no one was interested in purchasing it. The
government initiated a new endeavor in January 2020 to sell its entire share
in Air India.
The Atal Bihari Vajpayee government attempted to sell a 40% share in Air
India in 2000-2001. However, the move failed.
In 1932, Air India was established. JRD Tata piloted the initial flight
between Karachi and Bombay.
Tata Airlines was the company's name during the time. The government
bought a 49 percent share in it in 1948. In 1953, the airline was nationalized.

Electronic Goods India's Exports
In December 2021, India's electronic goods exports totaled USD 1.67 billion. It
increased by 33.99 percent compared to December 2020 exports of USD 1.25
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billion.
Highlights:
From April to December 2021, the electronic sector's exports increased by
49 percent, reaching USD 11.0 billion, up from USD 7.4 billion in 2020.
Exports of Electronic Goods increased by 26% and 131 percent,
respectively, from USD 8.8 billion in April-December 2019 to USD 4.8
billion in April-December 2014.
Mobile phones account for a significant portion of India's electronic goods
exports.
IT Hardware, such as laptops and tablets; Industrial electronics; Consumer
electronics, such as TVs and audio; LED Lighting; Strategic electronics,
Auto electronics, electronic components, Telecom equipment, wearables,
and audio devices; and Strategic electronics, Auto electronics, electronic
components, Telecom equipment, wearables, and audio devices.
Electronics goods exports totaled USD 11.11 billion in 2020-21. Exports of
USD 11.0 billion were obtained in the first three quarters.
From April to November 2021, the top 5 export destinations will be:
USA (18%)
UAE (16.6%)
China (7.6%)
Netherland (4.5%) and
Germany (4.2%).
Government's Steps
Modified Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMC 2.0), by the National
Policy on Electronics, 2019.
Production Linked Incentive Scheme (PLI) for Large Scale Electronics
Manufacturing, PLI for IT hardware Scheme for Promotion of
Manufacturing of Electronic Components and Semiconductors (SPECS)
Modified Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMC 2.0), by the National
Policy on Electronics, 2019.
India is attempting to establish itself as a global hub for electronics, system
design, and manufacturing (ESDM).
For electronics manufacturing, FDI of up to 100% through the automatic
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route is permissible.
The Phased Manufacturing Program (PMP) was announced to encourage
domestic value addition in manufacturing mobile phones and related parts or
sub-assemblies.

India's Largest EV Station
Gurgaon now has India's largest electric vehicle charging station.
Highlights:
On the Delhi-Jaipur National Highway in Gurugram, India's largest electric
vehicle (EV) charging station, with a capacity of 100 charge outlets for fourwheelers, was inaugurated.
Previously, India's largest EV charging station, with 16 AC and 4 DC
charging connections for EVs, was located in Navi Mumbai.
Alektrify Private Limited, a tech-piloting company, created the latest EV
charging station.
This EV charging station will not only help the region's electric vehicle
sector, but it will also serve as a model for future major EV charging stations
across the country.
This size and scope of the electric vehicle charging stations are uncommon.
It will be critical for the sector to experience true Ease of Doing Business in
terms of smooth 'Certification Compliance' and 'Safety Standards.'

NIPER Research Portal
The Ministry of Chemicals recently launched the NIPER Portal to help the
pharmaceutical industry innovate and research.
Highlights:
NIPER is the National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research.
The NIPER Research Portal will provide information on the organization's
research efforts.
The portal will also provide a list of NIPER's patents and publications. It
will house all of the NIPERs' research data in one location. This makes
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information more accessible.
Researchers will be able to contact appropriate organizations with the help
of the site.
It will enable researchers to work with the appropriate institution and make
their study more impactful.
The gateway will aid the pharmaceutical industry's development. It will aid
collaboration between industry and academia.
This partnership is critical for channeling human resources and young talent.
In addition, the portal will primarily help MSMEs.
NIPER
The National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research (NIPERs)
is a consortium of national pharmaceutical companies.
These institutes are self-contained entities. They are part of the
Pharmaceuticals Department.
They are currently based in seven Indian cities.
Ahmedabad (Gujarat), Hajipur (Bihar), Guwahati (Assam), Hyderabad
(Telangana), Kolkata (West Bengal), Raebareli (Uttar Pradesh), and SAS
Nagar (Uttar Pradesh) are the cities in question (Mohali, Punjab).

AP Seva Portal 2.0 Launched By AP CM
The AP Seva Portal 2.0 was recently unveiled by Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
Jagan Mohan Reddy.
Highlights:
Citizens will benefit from the portal's improved services. Citizen Service
Site is another name for the portal. The platform will provide citizens with
transparent digital services.
The platform would make it easy for the public to follow their applications.
The applications' updates are also sent to users via SMS. Thirty services are
available through the site.
This includes six civil supply services, 25 municipal administration services,
30 revenue and land administration services, three rural development
services, and additional 53 energy department services.
Applications can now be approved online in version 2.0. Officials can also
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give certificates and documents online through the platform. Digital
signatures are supported by the portal.
Approximately 90% of government services are now accessible through the
platform.
To gain access to paid services, gateways have been included.
Significance And Applications
The platform would make it simple for citizens to obtain government
services.
They can use the services from the comfort of their own homes, rather than
running from pole to pole.
The platform will also allow secretaries to keep track of the status of their
applications.
More than four lakh persons are currently a part of this system.
They provide 540 services to the general public. 3.46 crores government
services were available to the public as of January 2020.
Benefits
The platform will aid in increasing administrative transparency. It lowers the
level of corruption.
It improves the effectiveness of government management. It gives citizens
more power by providing them with information.
It improves government-to-industry and business cooperation. It simplifies,
moralizes, accounts for, responds to, and transparentizes the services.
It boosts government-to-citizen, government-to-citizen, government-tobusiness, and government-to-employee contacts.

Pandit Jasraj Cultural Foundation Launched
Pandit Jasraj Cultural Foundation was established on January 28, 2022, to
commemorate the 92nd birthday of late Indian classical vocalist Pandit Jasraj.
Highlights:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the online gathering and paid
tribute to him.
The Prime Minister urged people to promote Indian music worldwide and
encouraged them to develop music-related businesses.
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The Prime Minister also asked the cultural foundation to concentrate on the
globalization of Indian music.
Shaarang Dev Pandit, Pandit Jasraj's son, and Durga Jasraj, Pandit Jasraj's
daughter, formed the Pandit Jasraj Cultural Foundation.
The National Heritage, Art, and Culture of India Foundation was established
to safeguard, preserve, develop, and promote India's national heritage, art,
and culture.
Pandit Jasraj
Pandit Jasraj was a classical vocalist from India. He was a Mewati gharana
member. His musical career spanned 75 years, earning him national and
international acclaim, respect, and numerous prizes.
Pandit Jasraj's legacy includes memorable classical and semi-classical voice
performances, devotional and classical music, CDs, and film soundtracks.
He's also noted for bringing new genres to the fore, like Haveli Sangeeth and
popularising Mewati Gharana.
In India, Canada, the United States, and Europe, Pandit Jasraj taught music
to professionals, amateurs, and students. On August 17, 2020, he died in
New Jersey.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
First Exoplanet With Magnetic Field
A team of astronomers recently discovered the signature of a magnetic field on an
Exoplanet using Hubble Space Telescope data.
Highlights:
The research was published in the journal Nature Astronomy. For the first
time, such a feature has been discovered on an exoplanet.
The observations of an extended region of charged carbon particles are
explained by the planet's magnetic field. It forms a long tail that flows away
from it.
Magnetic fields play an important role in planetary atmosphere protection.
Thus, the ability to detect the magnetic fields of exoplanets is an important
step toward a better understanding of what alien worlds might look like.
The Hubble Space Telescope was used to observe the exoplanet HAT-P-11b,
a Neptune-sized planet located 123 light-years from Earth. The experiments
were carried out in the ultraviolet light spectrum.
ExoPlanet
A planet outside of our Solar System is known as an exoplanet. In 1917, the
first evidence of an exoplanet was discovered, but it was not recognized as
such.
In 1992, the first confirmed exoplanet was discovered. There are 4,878
confirmed exoplanets in 3,604 planetary systems as of December 2021.
Eight hundred and seventy-seven systems have more than one planet.
Exoplanet detection can be done in a variety of ways.
The most has been discovered using transit photometry and Doppler
spectroscopy. These methods, on the other hand, have a clear observational
bias that favours the detection of planets close to the star.
As a result, 85 percent of the discovered exoplanets are located within the
tidal locking zone.

Space Tussle Between Elon Musk And China
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Chinese citizens have recently reacted angrily to Elon Musk's space program,
claiming that China's space station had to take evasive action to avoid colliding
with satellites launched by Musk's Starlink program.
Highlights:
On July 1 and October 21, satellites from Starlink Internet Services had two
close encounters with the Chinese Space Station, according to China.
China's Space Station implemented collision avoidance control to avoid
collisions and for safety reasons.
The planet is thought to be orbited by 30,000 satellites and other debris. As a
result, scientists have urged governments to share data in order to reduce the
risk of collisions in space.
For its Starlink broadband network, SpaceX has deployed around 1,900
satellites and plans to launch more.
Starlink
Starlink is a network of satellites that provides internet access. SpaceX is in
charge of it. The satellite provides Internet access to the majority of the
world's population.
As of 2021, the constellation had grown to around 1900 satellites. It will
eventually consist of a larger number of mass-produced small satellites
orbiting in low Earth orbit (LEO).
The beta service offering is available in 21 countries as of November 2021.
The communication satellite network SpaceX envisions was publicly
announced in January 2015, with bandwidth capable of carrying up to 50%
of all backhaul communications traffic.
SpaceX is a California-based aerospace and space transportation company.
The headquarters of the company are in Hawthorne, California.
SpaceX was founded by Elon Musk in 2002 with the goal of lowering the
cost of space travel.

Microwave Absorber 5G
Subodh G, an assistant professor at Kerala University, and Vidhya Lalan, a research
scholar, have created fifth-generation microwave absorbers.
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Highlights:
The development of 5G microwave absorbers could be used as a shield
against electromagnetic radiation.
Because of the worldwide quest for smarter and advanced electronic devices,
the threat of electromagnetic pollution and radiation is unavoidable.
Electromagnetic interference (EMI) has an impact on high-end devices and
is harmful to live organisms' health.
The 'mayenite electrode' is the new shielding material. Chemically, it is
inert. In the high-frequency region, particularly in the 5G band, the material
has demonstrated exceptional microwave absorption ability.
This compound has a high conductivity due to the presence of anionic
electrons, which is responsible for its high electromagnetic wave attenuation.
The Mayenite electrode is highly porous and has a graphene coating, in
addition to its conductivity.
Because of the existence of macropores and graphene functionality in this
material, electromagnetic waves are reflected and then absorbed repeatedly.
In the extreme high-frequency region, the material exhibits microwave
attenuation. It emphasizes the material's ability to be used in futuristic
devices for 5G applications.
The study of mayenite electride was carried out as part of Kerala
University's 'Microwave Materials Laboratory scheme.'
Significance
In this age of 5G technological advances of Things, the problems caused by
EMI require immediate attention (IoT).
This is as it has become increasingly difficult to complete repetitive tasks
without the use of electronic devices and the internet, both of which rely on
electromagnetic waves.
As a result, the advancement of 5G microwave absorbers is critical for
applications that occur frequently.

Iron-Air Battery
QuantumScape Corp, a rechargeable batteries start-up supported by Volkswagen
AG, is developing an "Iron-Air Battery" technology.

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

Highlights:
This technology has the potential to make car batteries less expensive, more
dependable, and more suitable for faster charging.
QuantumScape Corp's shareholders have approved a multimillion-dollar pay
package for Chief Executive Officer Jagdeep Singh in exchange for meeting
certain performance goals.
Ironair rechargeable batteries are an appealing technology with grid-scale
energy storage potential.
This technology's main raw material is iron oxide (rust), which is non-toxic,
abundant, cheap, and environmentally friendly.
The majority of iron batteries currently in development use iron oxide to
generate or store hydrogen via a redox reaction.
The interplay of metal with oxygen generates power in iron-air batteries. In
that procedure, the steel oxidizes in the same way it would during the
corrosion phase.
The reaction requires oxygen, which can be obtained from the ambient air.
As a result, it eliminates the need for a cell to store it. When compared to
lithium-ion batteries with 600wh/kg, iron-air batteries save even more
energy.
Significance:
Since both ferrous and sodium are abundant, iron-air batteries are important.
They are the fundamental components of alkali solutions.
They have a lot of room to grow. They have a 30-year life expectancy. Fault
current, overcharging, and discharge aren't a problem for iron-oxygen
batteries.
In comparison to traditional power stations, a battery-powered iron-oxygen
battery could provide 100 hours of energy at a low cost of operation.
When compared to the cost of lithium-ion batteries, it is less than a tenth.
The energy density, reversibility, and environmental acceptability of these
batteries have piqued interest.

ISRO Missions For 2022
K Sivan, the Chairman of the Indian Space Research Organisation, recently
announced intentions for 2022. He also went over the tasks that were completed in
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2021.
Highlights:
PSLV will be used to launch Earth Observation Satellites 4 and 6.
In 2022, ISRO plans to launch the Aditya L1, Chandrayaan 3, XpoSat,
Technology Demonstration Missions, and IRNSS.
DISHA, Venus Mission, ISROCNES, and TRISHNA are the other 2022
goals.
TRISHNA:
The satellite's mission is to map the temperature of the earth's surface. It is a
collaborative project between India and France.
TRISHNA will also keep track of how much water is used. Megha
Tropiques and SARAL AltiKa are two similar India-France ventures.
Using ARGOS, the SARAL mission will investigate the ocean from orbit.
ARGOS is a system that collects data.
Megha - Tropiques will study the tropical region's energy exchanges and the
water cycle.
It will also use thermal infrared imaging to investigate natural resources. The
earth's temperature is now measured from space with a precision of 100
meters.
TRISHNA aspires to have a resolution of 57 meters. This allows scientists to
comprehend the water cycle's physical, ecological, and climatic aspects.
NISAR And DISHA:
NASA and ISRO are working together on this mission. NISAR stands for
NASA, ISRO, and SAR. Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) stands for
Synthetic Aperture Radar.
The radar will be used to track changes on the earth's surface. NISAR
(designed by NASA) will carry a giant reflector antenna.
The NISAR Mission's primary goal is to scan the world every 12 days for 3
years. Pictures of sea ice and ice sheets will be sent.
DISHA is a two-satellite constellation, which will investigate the earth's
aeronomy, the earth's highest layer of atmosphere.
Missions In 2021:
NASA receives the S-Band SAR payload from the NISAR mission. L1
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Aditya, The hardware loop test has been finished.
The GSLV F-10 mission was aborted due to problems during the cryogenic
stage.
Chandrayaan 3's design has been altered.
Gaganyaan: Cryogenic stage, L-IIO Vikas Engine, service module
propulsion system, and crew escape system motors are tested.
The crew has completed spaceflight training. The parachute drop test has
begun.

IHU: New Covid-19 Variant
SARS-CoV-2 virus, which causes covid-19 disease, has been identified by French
scientists as a new and more mutated strain.
Highlights:
A new virus has been discovered at a time when the world is still dealing
with Omicron, a highly mutated coronavirus.
Omicron has already resulted in an increase in covid-19 cases around the
world. In December of 2021, the first case with the new variant was
discovered.
IHU, or the B.1.640.2 variant of the coronavirus, is a new coronavirus
variant. Academics at the IHU Mediterranee Infection Institute discovered it.
It has 46 mutations, which makes it more vaccine-resistant and infectious
than Omicron.
Cases
There have been 12 cases of the new variant reported near Marseilles so far.
Travel towards the African country of Cameroon is linked to the cases.
In most countries, the Omicron variant has always been the dominant strain.
However, the threat of an IHU variant is rapidly increasing.
The new variant has still not been detected in other countries, and the World
Health Organization (WHO) has still not classified it as an investigational
variant.
N501Y and E484K are two of the 14 alternative splicing in the new variant.
Aside from that, the spike protein contains 9 deletions.
This genotype pattern resulted in the creation of the B.1.640 Pangolin
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lineage. 2. It is phylogenetically related to the B.1.640 lineage.

Starlink India
Elon Musk's satellite internet company, Starlink, is having difficulties in the Indian
market as Sanjay Bhargava, the CEO of Starlink India, has also announced his
departure from the company.
Highlights:
In early 2021, Starlink discreetly launched internet services in India.
However, after government involvement, it was forced to cease off services.
The Department of Telecommunications of India issued a warning to Indian
people in November 2021, advising them to avoid purchasing Elon Musk's
Starlink Internet Services because it was not yet licensed in the country.
Elon Musk's company was also told by the telecom department that it
needed to "obtain a licence before providing satellite-based internet
services."
The government also demanded that the firm return all pre-orders it had
received until it was granted an operating license in India.
In India, Starlink already has received over 5,000 pre-orders for its products.
It is, however, having difficulty obtaining commercial licenses.
It cannot provide any services here without obtaining a license. Satellite
internet service is technically possible in almost every corner of the world.
However, practical service can only be supplied in nations where SpaceX
has been granted a license. At the moment, the beta service is available in 21
countries.

Newly Identified Tree Species: Uvariopsis Dicaprio
A new tree species, Uvariopsis dicaprio, has been discovered. In the year 2022, this
is the first new tree species to be described. It was found in Cameroon's tropical
Ebo forest and is a native of the area.
Highlights:
The tree has been added to the list of plant species that are Strange and

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

Spectacular. The tree is considered to be critically endangered.
The tree's yellow-green blossoms grow directly on its trunk. Flowers are
typically created from modified shoots or modified leaves.
They frequently resemble branchlets.
The tree is named after Leonardo DiCaprio, who starred in the film Titanic.
The actor turned environmental activist has taken a number of steps to
protect the Ebo forest.
To support the actor's crusade against forest cutting, the tree has indeed been
named after him.
Uvariopsis Dicaprio
The tree stands at a height of four meters. It has a strong resemblance to the
Ylang Ylang tree. India, Indonesia, the Philippines, and Australia are all
home to the Ylang Ylang tree.
In the Ebo woodland, the researchers have only seen fifty U.dicaprio trees.
They were all discovered in the forest's unprotected region.
Cameroon is home to the Ebo forest. It is home to chimpanzees from Nigeria
and Cameroon, as well as threatened species western gorillas.
In addition to endangered drills, endangered elephants, and threatened
species red colobus monkeys, the forest is home to endangered drills,
endangered elephants, and threatened species of red colobus monkeys.
The Cameroon authorities halted the logging concession after multiple
protests by environmentalists and Mr. Dicaprio.
In 2020, the government announced the opening of 68,385 hectares of forest
to logging. The Gulf of Guinea is home to Cameroon.

Deltacron Covid Variant Detected In Cyprus
Cyprus has discovered a new Covid variation known as 'Deltacron.'
Highlights:
Cyprus has discovered a novel variety known as "Deltacron," which shares
the same genetic basis as the Delta variant but contains 10 Omicron
mutations. In Cyprus, the variation has already harmed 25 persons.
Around 11 of the 25 samples taken in Cyprus were from people who had
been hospitalized due to the virus, while 14 were in the general public.
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The new variety from the lineage known as B.1.640.2 is thought to have
infected 12 persons in the country.
Delta and Omicron coexisting have been proven to boost the odds of a new
variety due to gene exchange.
On January 7, the genomes of the 25 Deltacron cases have been sent to
GISAID, an international database that records virus alterations.
Deltacron could be a contaminated consequence rather than a true variation.
Deltacron infection is more common in Covid-19 patients who are
hospitalized than in non-hospitalized patients, ruling out the contamination
theory.
It's worth noting that Deltacron isn't a real name. Previously, the term
Delmicron was used to describe a mixture of Delta and Omicron.
These are not the WHO's official names. These aren't officially recognized
versions either.

Delhi: DTC Electric Bus
On January 17, 2022, Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal flagged off the primary
electric bus of the Delhi Transport Corporation.
Highlights
The E buses run on a 27 km long route. JBM Auto Limited manufactured
these buses.
These electric buses are low-floor buses and fully air-conditioned.
These buses were acquired under the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of
Hybrid and Electric vehicles in India, FAME II.
The primary fleet of 300 buses is prepared, and the first couple of electric
buses run from Pragati Maidan to IP Depot.
It's a 27 km long route, covering places like ITO, Safdarjung, and Ashram
on its way.
This is often a prototype and is flagged off to see how long the batteries
within the bus last.
It'll also check for technical problems. After this test run, the remainder of
the buses within the fleet will be added.
Target
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The Delhi government plans to release fifty more electric buses by February
2022.
The target is to feature fifty electric buses per month.
The Delhi Government will launch 2,300 electric buses within the pipeline
set earlier. Of these, 1,300 are to be procured by the DTC.
The remainder of the thousand is to work under the cluster scheme.
The Delhi Government is to put charging stations within the bus depots. The
charging stations are to be inbuilt in a phased manner.
Hybrid Depots
Apart from the charging stations, the Delhi Transport Corporation also will
build hybrid bus depots.
These depots are a mixture of CNG (compressed natural gas) buses and
electric buses.
They're established in Bawana, Hasanpur, Rajghat depot, and Subhash Place
depot.

Asteroid 1994 PC1 Passed By Earth
On January 18, 2022, the asteroid 1994 PC1 will pass close to Earth. It will fly by
at 1.2 million miles per hour.
Highlights:
This is equivalent to five times the distance between the moon and the Earth.
As a result, the asteroid will cause no harm to the Earth.
"7482" is another name for it. Its length exceeds one kilometer. This equates
to 3,450 feet. The Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, stands 2,722 feet
tall.
The asteroid travels at a speed of 45,000 miles per hour. It's a rocky asteroid.
It has been classified as a potentially hazardous asteroid as well as a nearEarth object.
It orbits the sun at a distance of 0.9 to 1.8 AU. It follows an elliptic orbit.
The asteroid's rotation period is 2.599 hours per light curve analysis.
The light curve tracks the intensity of light emitted by a celestial body.
Observation
It was discovered in 1997 by Goldstone radar.

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

The Goldstone Observatory can be found in the Mojave Desert.
It primarily follows NASA's space missions.
Asteroid 1994 PC1
The unnamed minor planet 1994 PC1 is an asteroid. Minor planets are
celestial bodies that orbit the sun directly.
Minor planets, as opposed to moons, revolve around the sun. They're not a
planet or a comet. Asteroids, main-belt asteroids, near-earth objects, distant
minor planets such as trans Neptunian objects, and centaurs are included.
Furthermore, most of the celestial bodies in the Kuiper belt are minor
planets. Ceres was the first minor planet discovered. It was founded in the
year 1801.
Asteroid 1994 PC1 is of the type S. These asteroids are composed of
siliceous minerals, primarily silica.
S type asteroids account for approximately 17% of all asteroids in the solar
system. The C type, or carbonaceous, is the most common.

Antarctica Icefish Breeding Colony Discovered
Deep-sea scientists discovered an icefish breeding colony in Antarctica's Weddell
Sea. The icefish's scientific name is Neopagrtopsis ionah.
Highlights:
In February 2021, the species was discovered. Their breeding nests, on the
other hand, were only recently discovered.
The ice fish's blood is transparent in color. They have no red blood cells.
They lack hemoglobin, which is required to transport oxygen.
It's a form of evolutionary adaptation as they take in oxygen via their skin
and have enormous hearts. They were discovered at depths ranging from 90
to 200 meters.
IceFish Nests
The nests were a foot across. Each nest contained thousands of eggs. Until
the eggs hatch, the males protect the nests from predators such as starfish.
The males also tidy the nests from time to time. They clean the nests with
their elongated jaw. A single male ice fish guards each nest.
Sixty million active nests are covering 92 sq miles in the Antarctic sea. This
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is the world's largest discovered fish breeding colony.
These nests contained 60,000 tonnes of fish biomass. The nests are more
than three-quarters of a meter in length.
The scientists found another patch of nests about 31 miles away from the
current breeding site.
Those nests had been abandoned. Corals and sponges have taken over these
spaces. The ice fish nests were discovered in a warm body of water.
The scientists found this to be unusual and strange. The water temperature
here has been 35 degrees Fahrenheit.

New Jupiter-like Exoplanet Discovered
A group of scientists recently discovered a new planet, the size of Jupiter, 379 lightyears away and 105 times denser than the earth. The planet is named TOI-2180 b.
Highlights:
The planet takes 261 days to orbit its star. The temperature on the surface is
76 degrees Celsius.
It is denser than that of the earth, but it is also denser than Jupiter. Helium
and hydrogen make up the planet.
There are rings and moons on the planet. In 24 hours, it fades by half a
percent.
The identified planet is a gas giant exoplanet. Jupiter, Neptune, Uranus, and
Saturn are the gas giants of our solar system.
Because of their highly volatile components, Uranus and Neptune are now
classified as ice giants.
Hydrogen and helium make up the gas giant planets, so there is no solid
substance in the gas giants, full of gaseous swirls.
TOI-2180
With the help of a NASA telescope, Tom Jacobs discovered the exoplanet.
Tom also used TESS to discover the planet.
The TESS (Transitioning Exoplanet Survey Satellite) is a satellite that is
transitioning from one mission to another. It's part of NASA's Explorer
program.
It takes 261 days for the new planet to orbit its star. Exoplanets don't
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generally have such a long duration of revolution.
In addition, the revolution period is shortened due to its length. Jupiter is
three times the size of this planet.
Jupiter completes one trip around the sun in twelve Earth years! Saturn's
revolution takes 29 Earth years to complete.
In addition, the new planet is hotter than our solar system's outer planets. It
is, nevertheless, unusually calm compared to other exoplanets identified thus
far.

Oldest Human Fossils - Omo I
According to a recent study, Omo Kibish I is one of the world's oldest Homo
sapiens fossils, maybe 35,000 years older than previously thought.
Highlights:
The study dated the fossils using volcanic ash, which had a 22,000-year
margin of error.
Omo Kibish I was discovered for the first time in Ethiopia in 1967.
It was hard to date directly because it only comprised bone and skull
fragments. As a result, specialists were divided about their age for a long
time.
Geologists examined the layer of rock close beneath the results in 2005.
Omo, I was found to be at least 195,000 years old.
That made the fossil at minimum that old, if not the oldest ever uncovered.
There was, however, a great deal of ambiguity.
The age of the fossils was determined by examining the layers of ash formed
on them.
To get a more specific date, examine the heavy layers of ash. It was
practically impossible before since the ash was so fine.
However, the scientists were able to trace the ash layer to an eruption of the
Shala volcano due to the availability of more precise technologies.
Significance
Omo I's new minimum age is in line with the most modern ideas of human
evolution.
The study also takes it closer to the age assigned to the oldest Homo sapiens
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fossils discovered in Morocco in 2017.
Moroccan relics have been dated to 300,000 years ago. Omo I seems to be
the only fossil exhibiting all of modern man's morphological traits.
Omo-Kibish I
Omo skeletons are made up of hominin bones.
They were discovered in Omo Kibish sites along the Omo River, which
flows through Omo National Park in Ethiopia's south-western region
between 1967 and 1974.
Omo I was given remains from Kamoya's Hominid Site (KHS), whereas
Omo II was given remains from Paul I. Abell's Hominid Site (PHS).
Fossils discovered in Morocco's Jebel Irhoud are the earliest evidence
presented for anatomically modern humans as of 2017. They were around
360,000 years old.
To identify Homo sapiens from deceased archaic human species, the names
early modern human (EMH) and anatomically modern human (AMH) are
employed.
This distinction is critical for times and places when anatomically modern
and archaic people coexisted.
Homo sapiens remains discovered at the Omo-Kibish I archaeological site in
Ethiopia is among the oldest fossils known.

Antimicrobial Resistance Study
Antimicrobial resistance is now the greatest cause of death, according to a new
Lancet study. It has overtaken both HIV and malaria in terms of prevalence.
Highlights:
According to the study, antimicrobial resistance affected more than 1.27
million individuals worldwide in 2019. This is higher than the number of
people who died from malaria or HIV.
Antimicrobial resistance is particularly prevalent in low and middle-income
nations.
Antimicrobial resistance was responsible for 1.27 million of the world's 4.95
million fatalities in 2019. Malaria claimed the lives of 640,000 people. AIDS
claimed the lives of 860,000 people.
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The researchers looked at 23 distinct types of bacteria that cause sickness.
Only six of these caused 3.57 million deaths.
Antibiotics, which are used as the first line of defense, failed in 70% of the
cases, resulting in death.
Fluoroquinolones were among them. Lactams, for example, is a type of beta.
Antibiotics are commonly used to treat infections such as bone infections,
lung infections, and urinary tract infections.
AntiMicrobial Resistance
It is a condition wherein the disease-causing microbes such as bacteria, the
virus becomes resistant to drugs.
The drugs and antibiotics taken are no longer killing them. The microbial
resistances are life-threatening.
As the microbes are gaining resistance, doctors increase the dosage.
Powerful doses do kill the microbes.
But they also affect the human body cells. And organs begin to defunct.
Human bodies cannot take antibiotics after a certain level.
Causes
People do not finish their antibiotic treatment. They feel better after one or
two days and quit taking the medications.
Assume a person has a cold and a fever. He starts an antibiotic regimen,
which entails taking antibiotics for five days.
He feels much better after two days. Only a few germs are eliminated in two
days. This is why he is in a better mood.
In his body, there are more microorganisms that are progressively dying. He
must finish his course in order to flush out all of the microorganisms.
If he stops, the bacteria that is slowly dying comes back to life after two
days. They return, having developed resistance to the drugs that had
attempted to kill him.

New Species Of Rainfrog Named After Greta Thunberg
Greta Thunberg, a Swedish environmental activist, has been named after a new
species of rain frog discovered in the Panamanian jungle.
Highlights:
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Pristimantis gretathunbergae, or more colloquially, Pristimantis
gretathunbergae, is the scientific name for this species.
Greta Thunberg, a Swedish environmental activist, has been named after a
new species of rain frog discovered in the Panamanian jungle.
Pristimantis gretathunbergae, or the Greta Thunberg Rainfrog, is the
scientific name for this species.
The frog was discovered in 2012 and was thought to be a member of the
already classified Pristimantis family.
According to the scientific journal Zookeys, recent DNA analysis confirmed
that the frog is a new species.
An international group of biologists led by doctors Abel Batista of Panama
and Konrad Mebert of Switzerland discovered the new specimen of the
tropical amphibian in Cerro Chucant, a private reserve in the province of
Darin.
It was named after Greta Thunberg after the conservation nonprofit The
Rainforest Trust held an auction in which the winner was given the
opportunity to name new species.
The frog was discovered at a reserve set up by the conservation organization
AdoptaBosque with the help of Rainforest Trust.

AIIMS: COVID Study On Children
A study on children with COVID-19 was recently undertaken by the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences, AIIMS.
Highlights:
Adolescents, compared to adults, had decreased mortality and fewer
symptoms, according to the study.
Since January 3, 2022, children between the ages of 15 and 17 have been
vaccinated. Doctors wanted to look into the COVID profiles of these kids
before starting the vaccination program.
Organ cancer patients are more prone to have a moderate to severe
condition. India should place a greater emphasis on developing pediatric
infrastructure.
Findings:
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COVID-19 disease is present in one percent of adolescents. COVID-19 was
mild in 84.6 percent of the people.
Body discomfort affected 11.5 percent of the participants. Fever and cough
affected 14.9 percent of the children.
COVID-19 disease was present in 6.3 percent of the population. Breathing
problems affected 6.2 percent of the children.
According to the study, 50.7 percent of individuals had breathless during the
second wave. 7.3 percent of the children required oxygen therapy.
Invasive ventilation was required in 2.3 percent of the cases. Non-invasive
ventilation was preferred by 2.8 percent of respondents.
Pressure is delivered through an endotracheal tube in invasive ventilation.
The oxygen assistance given by a face mask is known as non-invasive
ventilation.
Steroids were administered to 1% of the children. Remdesivir was
administered to 16.9% of the youngsters.
MIS C
A multisystem inflammatory syndrome is MIS C. It is a condition in which
antibodies become aggressive and attack the human body.
Children have been found to have MIS C. MIS C affected 12 out of 10,000
children infected with COVID-19.
After the youngsters recover from COVID-19, they develop the MIS C
condition in four to six weeks.

New Species of Branching Worm Called Ramisyllis Kingghidorahi
Marine biologists recently described the third species of the syllid worm. It was
given the scientific name Ramisyllis Kingghidorahi.
Highlights:
The species was discovered in shallow waters off the coast of Sado Island in
Japan. It was discovered inside the sponges.
The recently discovered species is a branching worm. Humans are aware of
three branching worms as a result of this.
Ramisyllis multicaudata and Syllis ramosa are the other two. R.
multicaudata was discovered in 2012.
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The species was named after a fictional character, King Ghidorah. Ghidorah
is a two-tailed, three-headed monster who opposes Godzilla.
Ramisyllis multicudata
It was discovered in 2006, and it was first described in 2012.
Scientists are still baffled by the worm. Scientists are baffled as to how the
worm obtains sufficient nutrition.
These branching worms are classified as annelids.
They are divided into sections. Each segment has a distinct set of organs.
Features
The new species can regenerate itself. The sponges are home to the worms.
The scientists are still puzzled about the relationship between sponges and
these worms.
The worm can bud terminally, laterally, and wherever there is a broken
surface.
The worm's body is asymmetrical.
It cannot be seen with the naked eye.
The body is brittle and easily breaks.
This species, like R multicudata, has two pairs of eyes, three antennae, two
pairs of tentacular cirri, and a pair of palps.
All three species' heads are hidden deep within the sponge.

NFT Profile Picture Feature In Twitter
On January 21, 2022. Twitter has announced a new method for users to authenticate
their profile pictures powered by non-fungible tokens (NFTs).
Highlights:
It is substantial for NFT owners who have been uploading their digital assets
in jpeg format as profile pictures.
Twitter now allows users to connect any NFT they own to their Twitter
account.
As proof of authenticity, it will display accurate NFT profile pictures with a
new hexagon-shaped mask.
Twitter first announced its intention to announce NFT profile images in
September 2021.

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

Significance:
However, this is not the first time crypto enthusiasts will use NFT as Twitter
profile pictures.
Eminem, a famous rap artist, recently changed his profile picture to a BAYC
NFT that he owns.
However, questions have been raised about the long-term viability of
ownership of these digital assets.
However, Twitter's recent decision is significant because it is changing this
forever. Users who own an NFT will see their profile pictures with a new
hexagonal border.
As a result, if a right-clicker tries to use someone's NFT as their profile
picture without first purchasing the NFT, they will be able to use the image.
However,
NFT Profile
Pic:they will be limited to the traditional circle frame.
The first requirement for an NFT profile picture is a crypto wallet.
Tokens owned by a public wallet address can be held and transacted
using crypto-wallets.
NFTs, a type of token, are included. To create an NFT profile picture, a
person must link his Twitter account to a crypto wallet containing the
NFT.
When a person connects to Twitter using a supported crypto wallet,
Twitter will generate a verification request message for the person's
wallet address.
The recipient will be asked to complete a signing request that includes
the recipient's Twitter handle in the message.
NFT:
NFTs are digital assets that can be art, music, GIFs, short videos, or
even a profile picture.
NFT is stashed on a blockchain, a digital database that is open to the
public.
Twitter currently only supports Argent, Ledger Live, Coinbase Wallet,
Rainbow, MetaMask, and Trust Wallet.
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Om RT-PCR Kit Developed By CSIR-CDRI
'CSIR Central Drug Research Institute' experts have produced the 'Om' indigenous
RT-PCR kit. The omicron version will be tested with this kit.
Highlights:
Om kit is the first kit for the omicron variety developed by a government
agency.
It will enable India to become self-sufficient in RT-PCR diagnostics.
At CSIR-CDRI, Dr. Atul Goel, Dr. Niti Kumar, and Dr. Ashish Arora make
up the team.
The indigenous RT-PCR kit 'INDICoV-OmTM' is one of the few specialist
Omicron detection kits available in the world.'
INDICoV-OmTM
Om test kit will aid in the rapid and cost-effective detection of omicron
variants in a large population, as opposed to genome sequencing.
Within two months, the kit was completed. It will set you back roughly Rs
150. It will also offer test results in two hours.
Other new strains of Covid infection and respiratory infections can also be
detected using the kit.
After receiving permission from the Indian Council of Medical Research, the
kit will be released in mid-February (ICMR).
The ICMR-National Institute of Virology (NIV) has been referred to
validate the kit.
Significance
The Om diagnostic kit will be used to detect the omicron variant
particularly. Its discovery will help in the accurate diagnosis and treatment
of the patient.
The majority of RT-PCR-based diagnostic tools are unable to identify the
covid variation that is causing the illness.
The detection of the omicron variant now relies on assays such as S-gene
dropout or whole-virus Nextgen sequencing.
Concerns
The manner of S-gene drop-out is not specific. It doesn't say what kind of
variety it is.
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The Nextgen sequencing approach, too, has several restrictions, including
cost, turnaround time, and the number of centers that offer this service.
RT-PCR- Reverse Transcription Polymerase Chain Reaction
The reverse transcription of RNA into DNA is combined in RT-PCR, a
scientific procedure. The polymerase chain reaction is used to amplify DNA
targets (PCR). It is used to determine the quantity of a certain RNA.

Evidence Of Water On Moon
China's Chang'e 5 lunar lander has discovered the first on-site evidence of water on
the moon's surface.
Highlights:
On January 8, 2022, the study was published in the peer-reviewed journal
Science Advances.
It was discovered that the lunar soil at the landing site has a water content of
fewer than 120 grams per tonne, or 120 parts per million (ppm).
It also demonstrates that 180 ppm water is carried by light, vesicular rock. In
comparison to Earth, these are substantially drier.
Confirmation And Detection:
The presence of water on the Moon had already been established through
remote observation. Water has been identified in rocks and dirt by the
lander.
An instrument onboard the lunar lander identified water for the first time on
the site. The gadget measured the regolith and rock's spectral reflectance.
Since the water molecule, or hydroxyl, absorbs at a frequency of roughly
three micrometers, the water content in the regolith and rock can be
determined.
According to studies, the wettest lunar soil was caused by solar wind.
Hydrogen, which builds up water, was carried by the solar wind.
The remaining 60 ppm water in the rock is thought to have come from the
lunar interior.
Chang'e-5 Spacecraft:
It is the Chinese Lunar Exploration Program's fifth lunar exploration
mission. It's also China's first lunar sample return mission.
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Chang'e, the Chinese moon goddess, inspired the name. The spacecraft was
launched from Hainan Island on November 23, 2020, and it arrived on the
Moon on December 1, 2020.
On December 16, 2020, it returned to Earth with approximately 1,731 g of
lunar samples. The spacecraft had landed on one of the moon's youngest
mare basalts, which is located near the moon's mid-high latitude.
The samples, which are a combination of granules, were collected by the
spacecraft. It was gathered from both above and below the surface.

Artificial Womb
During a Twitter exchange, the CEO of Tesla, Elon Musk, co-founder of Ethereum
Vitalik Buterin and founding father of e-commerce platform Gumroad Sahil
Lavingia, talked about population collapse and 'artificial wombs' to tackle this
crisis.
Highlights
Their talk was also focused on possible world population collapse because of
the options of making synthetic wombs as an answer.
According to Elon Musk, if there isn't enough population on Earth, there
won't be enough for Mars.
A synthetic womb is additionally called an "artificial uterus" or "artificial
womb." This device allows for extracorporeal pregnancy.
During this process, the fetus is grown outside the body of an organism,
usually carrying the fetus to term.
The use of synthetic wombs would further remove the high burden of
pregnancy. Thus, it'll reduce inequality.
In 2017, a tool closest to an 'artificial womb' was reported when a search
team from Philadelphia revealed that a prototype bio bag successfully
supported lamb fetuses.
All emerged from the bio bag healthy and evaded complications related to
preterm birth.
The development of an artificial womb could help save the lives of
premature babies.
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Application
The artificial womb may be a replacement organ that has many applications:
An artificial womb can assist male or female couples in developing a fetus.
This can be performed as a switch from the natural uterus to the artificial
uterus, thus moving the fetal viability threshold to a way earlier stage of
pregnancy.
The device is often compared to a neonatal incubator with extended
functions.
It might be used for the initiation of fetal development.
It could also help make fetal surgery procedures an early stage an option
instead of postponing them until the pregnancy term.

The Fastest AI Supercomputer In The World
Facebook parent company Meta's new "artificial intelligence supercomputer" will
be the fastest across the planet by the center of the year 2022.
Highlights
Meta introduced the AI Research SuperCluster (RSC) on January 24, 2022.
It's believed to be among the fastest AI supercomputers running today.
Currently, AI can perform tasks like translating text between languages and
help in identifying potentially harmful content.
However, the development of the next generation of AI would require
powerful supercomputers capable of quintillions of functions per second.
RCS will help in building new and improved AI models. It'll also allow
figuring across many different languages.
RCS will also help build technologies for the next central computing
platform called "the metaverse," where AI-driven applications and products
will play a significant role.
Metaverse
Metaverse may be a network of 3D virtual worlds that focuses on social
connection.
This term is a hypothetical iteration of the internet and a universal virtual
world in futurism and fantasy.
Metaverse term was originated in the 1992 fantasy novel Snow Crash.

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

Meta Platforms
Meta Platforms is formerly referred to as Facebook, an American
multinational technology conglomerate.
Headquartered in Menlo Park, California, Meta is the parent organization of
Facebook, WhatsApp, and Instagram.
Meta is among the world's most precious companies and is among Big Tech
companies in U.S. information technology alongside Amazon, Google,
Apple, and Microsoft.
Supercomputer
The supercomputer has a high level of performance compared to a generalpurpose computer.
Its performance is usually measured in floating-point operations per second
(FLOPS) instead of "million instructions per second (MIPS)."

First Pig Heart Transplanted To Human
In a last-ditch effort to save a patient's life, physicians in a Maryland hospital
transplanted a pig heart into him. It was done for the first time in medical history.
Highlights:
Three days after this very experimental procedure, the patient is doing well.
This is a major step forward in the decades-long dispute over the use of
animal organs in life-saving transplants.
However, it is too early to tell if the procedure will be successful.
According to doctors at the University of Maryland Medical Center, the
transplant demonstrated that a genetically modified animal's heart may
function in a human body without rapid rejection.
David Bennett, 57, was the patient. He was well aware that there was no
certainty that the experiment would be successful.
He was prepared for the procedure, though, because he was dying and was
not a candidate for a human heart transplant.
There is a severe shortage of human organs available for transplantation.
Xenotransplantation:
Attempts at such transplants in the past have mainly failed. This is due to the
fact that the animal organ was quickly rejected by the patients' bodies.
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For example, in 1984, a dying newborn named Baby Fae was given a
baboon heart and lived for 21 days.
Maryland surgeons utilized a heart from a pig that had undergone gene
editing to eliminate sugar in its cells that causes hyper-fast organ rejection in
the latest transplant.
The transfer of living cells, organs, or tissues from one species to another is
known as xenotransplantation or heterologous transplantation.
Xenografts or xenotransplants are cell, organ, or tissue transplants. In preclinical oncology research, Xenotransplantation of human tumor cells into
immunocompromised mice is commonly used.

New Oral Cancer Detecting Tech
Researchers from West Bengal's Guru Nanak Institute of Dental Sciences have
developed a new approach for detecting oral tumors.
Highlights:
It distinguishes between malignant and precancerous stages. High-standard
biopsy reports are used to differentiate the cases.
The team has developed novel imaging equipment. By measuring the blood
flow rate in the tissues, the instrument determines the malignant stage.
A blood perfusion imager is a gadget. A humidity sensor, an infrared
camera, and a software engine are all used. The software engine is
electronically controlled.
Uses:
Cancer affects about a fifth of the female population. In India, oral cancer is
also the most frequent kind among men.
Oral malignancies account for more than 11.28 percent of all cancers. In
socially disadvantaged populations, oral cancer is one of the most common
causes of illness.
If caught early enough, a five-year survival rate is probable. The survival
rate declines to 65 percent as the disease progresses.
Benefits:
Oral cancer in its advanced stages is easily detectable. The device will set
you back $500. This might be made available in remote community health
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centers.
Because of tobacco, India has a high rate of mouth cancer. In India, tobacco
chewing is responsible for 80% of mouth malignancies.
In the recent decade, oral cancer has been more common among young
adults and women.
How Does It Work?
Sensors and controls are included in the device.
These elements capture biological data input into a computer-simulated
software engine.
The engine distinguishes between precancerous cases and those that are
cancerous.
Government Initiative:
Around 60% of oral malignancies in India are treatable if identified early.
The Indian government has established a National Cancer Control Program.
Regional cancer centers have been established as part of the initiative.
NPCDCS is the acronym for the National Program for the Prevention and
Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Disease, and Stroke.
The program focuses on community-level follow-up and screening,
diagnosing, and addressing the risk factors involved.

Deployment of James Webb Telescope
NASA launched the James Webb telescope on Christmas Eve. Only after the
telescope is in orbit can it unfold. The telescope is the successor to the Hubble
Space Telescope.
Highlights:
NASA, the Canadian Space Agency, and the European Space Agency
collaborated on the project. The Ariane rocket was used to launch it.
Humans control the telescope's unfolding. The telescope was launched to
scan to survey galaxies and stars formed 13.7 billion years ago.
The telescope will cost ten billion dollars.
It took 15 days for the telescope to align to its proper shape. It contained 18
segments that had to be manually aligned.
The mirrors took 12 days to align. The alignment process is still underway,
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and the telescope will be ready for its first flight in three months.
The telescope will be launched into a 1.5 million-kilometer orbit around the
globe. L2 stands for second Lagrange Point as it is not positioned in Earth's
orbit.
Objectives
The telescope will have a wider field of view than Hubble's as there's an
enormous mirror on this one, which is adjusted to the infrared spectrum
(Infrared).
Exoplanets and their atmospheres will be studied with the James Webb
Telescope.
The telescope will also look for atmospheres that are similar to our own.
It will look for galaxies that were formed during the Big Bang. It will also
determine the rate at which galaxies evolve. It will keep an eye on the star
formation.
The telescope will also measure planets' chemical and physical properties.

Volatile Organic Compounds
At room temperature, volatile organic compounds are lighter than air. VOCs cause
cancer and respiratory discomfort when they are inhaled often.
Highlights:
VOC is used as paint thinners. Also, they are used in perfumes.
They are naturally found in petroleum products. Plants, animals, and
microorganisms also produce them.
The water solubility of volatile organic compounds is very low. They are
highly unstable at room temperature.
The most dangerous of all the VOCs is benzene. It's known as a carcinogen.
It's typically present in gasoline, cigarette smoke, automobiles, and paints.
It is utilized in the dry cleaning industry. It's also a volatile organic
compound (VOC). These VOCs can be found in dry-cleaned clothing.
Eye, nose, and throat irritation Dizziness, headaches, and asthma-like
symptoms It also causes a lot of cancer, kidney damage, and liver damage.
VOC And Environment:
Plants are responsible for 90% of the VOC in the atmosphere. VOCs play a
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significant role in chemical reactions in the atmosphere.
The VOCs help to keep the air above it clean. They also react with harmful
pollutants and subdue their environmental effects.
VOCs play a critical role in animal-plant communication. VOC
concentrations in homes are five times higher than those in the atmosphere.
VOCs can also stay in homes for prolonged periods. Long-term inhalation of
VOCs causes cancer.
Countries' Standards
The world's governments, including the United States and the United
Kingdom, have not established any regulations for VOC industrial limits. To
limit VOC exposure, increase house ventilation.
There is no distinction between VOCs and other contaminants in the air in
India.
According to China, VOCs are substances generated from industrial
pollution, autos, burning fuels, transportation, furniture coatings, and other
sources.
Hazardous materials are the name given to them In the USA. According to
the definition Of EU, VOCs are organic compounds with a boiling point of
less than or equal to 250 degrees Celsius.

Astronomers Discover Ultra-Long-Period Magnetar
At Curtin University's International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research,
Astronomers recently discovered an object known as an "Ultra-long-period
Magnetar."
Highlights:
During their observations, the object appeared and vanished several times
over the course of a few hours.
For astronomers, it was eerie since there was nothing else in the sky that
could have done it.
It can be found in the Galactic backyard, around 4,000 light-years away.
The newly found object is extremely brilliant and dwarfs the Sun in size.
It was sending out strongly polarised radio waves, indicating that it
possessed a very powerful magnetic field.
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It's a form of slow-spinning neutron star that's theoretically possible to find.
Magnetar:
Magnetars are a type of neutron star with a very strong magnetic field.
The emission of high-energy electromagnetic radiation, such as gamma rays
and X-rays, is fueled by magnetic-field decay. Christopher Thompson and
Robert Duncan proposed the hypothesis on these things in 1992.
Bohdan Paczynski later developed the theory. A burst of gamma rays from
the Large Magellanic Cloud was explained by the theory.
In the year 2020, a magnetar produced a rapid radio burst (FRB). The
collapsed core of a huge supergiant star with a total mass of 10 to 25 solar
masses is known as a neutron star. These stars are the tiniest and densest
stellar objects known.
Transients:
Astronomers aren't unfamiliar with objects in the Universe turning on and
off. Such objects are referred to as "transients" by astronomers.
Transients are divided into two categories:
Supernovae, for example, are examples of slow transients. They appear over
the course of a few days and then vanish after a few months.
Fast transients are similar to pulsars, which are a type of neutron star. They
turn on and off in a matter of seconds or milliseconds.
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ENVIRONMENT
Largest Rhino Transfer
Onboard a Boeing 747 charter flight, 30 white rhinos were recently transported
from South Africa to Rwanda.
Highlights:
They were relocated due to the growing danger of illegal poaching. It was
the world's largest single white rhino transfer.
Ceratotherium simum is the scientific name for white rhinoceros, also
known as square-lipped rhinoceros.
They are the world's largest rhinoceros species.
They have a large mouth that they use to graze with. Among all rhino
species, they are thought to be the most social.
White Rhinoceros Subspecies
Southern White Rhinoceros As of 2015, there were an estimated
19,68221,077 wild-living animals.
Northern White Rhinoceros This species is extremely rare, with only a few
individuals remaining.
In 2018, only two female rhinoceros were confirmed. Sudan was the world's
last male northern white rhinoceros, dying in Kenya in 2018.
They used to be found in a number of East and Central African countries.
Grazer of grasslands and savanna woodlands, the subspecies
IUCN Status
Northern White Rhinoceros is classified as "Critically Endangered" or
"Possibly Extinct" in the wild, according to the most recent IUCN
assessment from 2020.

Chilika Water Bird Status Survey
A bird census was recently done in Chilika Lake by the Odisha Wildlife
Organization.
Highlights:
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Chilika Development Authority and Bombay Natural History Society have
joined the organization.
Chilika is the world's largest brackish lake. Birds migrate to the lake for the
winter.
A total of 106 people were involved in the survey. Bird experts from both
non-governmental and government groups were present.
To conduct the census, the lake was split into 21 sections. Inside Chilika
Lake is the Nalabana Bird Sanctuary.
In the Nalabana sanctuary, 3,58,889 birds were sighted. In comparison to the
previous census, the number of birds in the reserve has reduced by 65,000.
The low count was caused by the high water level in the lake and its
environs. Waterbirds love to congregate in muddy areas.
Because of the rising water level, the lake waters were crystal clear.
Findings:
A total of 10,74,173 birds were counted during the survey in 2022. This
featured the Mongolian gull, which is a rare and uncommon bird.
There were 107 water species of birds and 76 marsh-dependent species
found. The figure was 12 lakhs in 2021.
The lake's three largest bird species, Northern pintail, Eurasian wigeon, and
gadwall, accounted for a total of one lakh birds.
Gadwall and Eurasian wigeon populations were lower than the previous
year.
The population of common coot, northern pintail, and common pochard has
increased. Tufted duck, northern shoveler, and red-crested pochard
populations have all declined.
The greater flamingo count in 2022 was the highest of the decade. The
restoration of floodplains in Nalabana is largely responsible for this.
A total of 10,74,173 birds were counted during the survey in 2022. This
featured the Mongolian gull, which is a rare and uncommon bird. There
were 107 water species of birds and 76 marsh-dependent species found. The
figure was 12 lakhs in 2021.
The lake's three largest bird species, Northern pintail, Eurasian wigeon, and
gadwall, accounted for a total of one lakh birds. Gadwall and Eurasian
wigeon populations were lower than the previous year.
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The population of common coot, northern pintail, and common pochard has
increased. Tufted duck, northern shoveler, and red-crested pochard
populations have all declined.
The greater flamingo count in 2022 was the highest of the decade. The
restoration of floodplains in Nalabana is largely responsible for this.

Non Fossil Fuel Milestone Achieved By India
According to the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, India has met its nonfossil fuel target well ahead of schedule.
Highlights:
India agreed at COP21 to install non-renewable energy sources for 40% of
total electric energy. India aims to meet this goal by the year 2030.
However, it has done so considerably ahead of schedule, in November 2021.
India has an installed power electric capacity of 392.01 GW. The entire
amount of non-fossil-fuel-based energy is 157.32 GW.
To be precise, this is 40.1 percent of 392.01 GW. Nationally Determined
Contributions include the attained target.
The NDCs were promised as part of the 2015 Paris Agreement. Since
signing the agreement, India has been committed to implementing the NDC.
India is the only member of the G-20 to have met its climate targets. As a
result, India met its goal ahead of schedule.
Steps Taken To Achieve The Target
Nationally Determined Contributions include the attained target. The NDCs
were promised as part of the 2015 Paris Agreement.
Since signing the agreement, India has been committed to implementing the
NDC. India is the only member of the G-20 to have met its climate targets.
As a result, India met its goal ahead of schedule. India committed to
increasing its total electricity production from fossil fuels to 40% of its total
electricity generation under the NDC.
In addition, India promised to cut emissions by 33% compared to 2005
levels. The NDCs are expected to be met by 2030. India has doubled its
spending on renewable energy projects.
According to the REN21 Renewables 2020 Global Status Report, India has
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invested $64.6 billion in renewable energy.
AGC
The acronym AGC stands for Automatic Generation Control. By 2030, AGC
wants to install 500 GW of non-fossil-fuel electricity.
POSOCO is in charge of AGC (Power System Operation Corporation). So
far, 51 GW of power has been installed under the AGC.
AGC transmits signals (frequency monitoring data) from the National Load
Dispatch Centre to 50 power facilities.
Every four seconds, the data is sent. Electric current frequency varies
according to supply and demand. It is critical to keep the National Power
System's frequency steady.
The frequency of electricity in India is 50 Hz. This frequency is used for all
home commodities. Changes in frequency harm the commodities.
The Indian Electricity Rules, 1956, allow for a 3 percent difference in
frequency between 48.5 and 51.5 Hz.
When demand rises, the frequency falls, and vice versa. As more electricity
is provided to the grid, it is increasingly vital to maintain the frequency. If
not, new infrastructure will have to be built.

Collarwali Tigress Passed Away
The Collarwali tigress died recently in India's Pench Tiger Reserve. It died as a
result of old age.
Highlights:
The State of Madhya Pradesh's Forest Department performed the last rites.
The tigress died when she was 16 years old.
In 2005, the Collarwali tigress was born. She was instrumental in increasing
the tiger inhabitants in the Pench Tiger Reserve.
During her lifetime, she gave birth to 29 cubs. Only 25 of the 29 pubs
survived. Collarwali tigress managed to give birth to three pubs in 2005.
They did not make it.
She gave birth to four cubs in 2018, and this was her last time delivering
pubs. She gave birth to five pubs in 2010. Tigresses who have more than 3
or 4 pubs are extremely rare.
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As a result, she was dubbed "Supermum." She was also referred to as
"mataram," which means "respected mother."
The tigress was wearing a collar to track their movements in the jungle. She
is the first tigress in the Pench Tiger Reserve to be fitted with a collar.
The collars are worn when tigers are transported from one habitat to another
and introduced into a new forest area.
Still, the tigress was a resident of the Pench Tiger Reserve and was not
introduced from elsewhere.
The tigress rose to prominence after appearing in a BBC documentary titled
"Spy in the Jungle."
She went on to become one of India's most well-known tigers due to this
documentary. For two years, the documentary followed the lives of 4 of her
cubs.

Sixth Mass Extinction Crisis
According to a report issued in Biological Reviews, the Earth is experiencing the
Sixth Mass Extinction. It may have already lost approximately 13% of its total
species.
Highlights:
There have been five mass extinctions on Earth in the past. The last mass
extinction occurred approximately 65 million years ago, and it wiped out the
dinosaurs.
The Earth is witnessing a dramatic increase in the rate of species extinctions
and a decline in the abundance of many animal and plant populations.
Despite this, experts argue that these phenomena do not constitute mass
extinction.
Based on a highly skewed assessment of the crisis, they deny focusing on
mammals and birds.
The assessment, however, ignores invertebrates, which make up the vast
majority of biodiversity.
Findings:
Molluscs, including land snails and slugs, are the second-largest phylum of
known species.
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Mollusks have experienced a higher rate of extinction than birds and
mammals, according to IUCN Red List data.
Invertebrates account for approximately 95% of all known animal species.
As a result, it is critical to include them in estimates of biodiversity
extinction.
However, only about 2% of the 1.5 million described invertebrate species
have been thoroughly evaluated.
According to the team, approximately 1,50,000 to 2,60,000 of all known
species have become extinct since 1500. However, only 882 species are
listed as extinct on the IUCN list.
Earth's Sixth Mass Extinction
The Holocene extinction is the "sixth mass extinction" or the Anthropocene
extinction.
Because of human activity, there is an ongoing extinction event of species
during the current Holocene epoch.
Extinction events include fungi, bacteria, plants, and animals such as
mammals, reptiles, birds, fish, amphibians, and invertebrates.
The present extinction rate is estimated to be 100 to 1,000 times greater than
natural background extinction rates.
According to the paper, "humans are the only species capable of
manipulating Planet Earth on a grand scale. Humans are to blame for the
current crisis."

Earths Fifth-Hottest Year Is 2021
A report from the Copernicus Climate Change Service, a European Union program,
was just made public. According to the research, 2021 was the seventh hottest year
on the planet.
Highlights:
The last seven years, according to reports, have been the warmest on record.
Because to the continuous rise in greenhouse gas emissions, 2021 was
placed fifth among those 12-month periods.
Scientists warn that increasing greenhouse gas emissions could cause
irreversible damage to the Earth.
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According to the report, the average global temperature in 2021 was 1.1 to
1.2 degrees Celsius higher than pre-industrial levels. The temperature was
between 2 and 2.2 degrees Fahrenheit.
According to scientists, an increase in the average temperature of more than
1.5 degrees Celsius might cause lasting damage to the Earth as well as
significant negative environmental consequences.
Carbon dioxide emissions continued to rise in 2021, according to
preliminary satellite data. CO2 emissions arise from a variety of sources,
including the burning of fossil fuels.
However, in comparison to previous years, the rate of increase was slightly
lower. Methane levels, the second-most prevalent greenhouse gas, also rose
significantly in 2021.

Western Disturbances
According to the India Meteorological Department (IMD), a western disturbance is
expected to strike eastern states on 11 January.
Highlights:
IMD issued yellow and orange alerts for the states of Jharkhand, Odisha,
West Bengal, and Bihar for the dates of 11 to 13 January.
Over these states, light to moderate rainfall is predicted to fall in a scattered
to the moderately widespread pattern.
On January 11, isolated thunderstorms with lightning or hail are expected in
Jharkhand, Bihar, and Gangetic West Bengal, while Sub-Himalayan West
Bengal, Sikkim, and Telangana are expected on 12 January.
The Western Disturbance is an extratropical storm that has its origins in the
Mediterranean. The disturbance provides heavy winter rains to the Indian
subcontinent's northern regions.
It reaches up to the northern regions of Bangladesh and south-eastern Nepal
in the east. The westerlies are driving this non-monsoonal precipitation
trend. In the winter, western disturbances are more frequent and stronger.
The development of the Rabi crop, which contains staple wheat, is
influenced by western disturbances.
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Sahara Desert Snowfall
The Sahara Desert, the world's largest desert, recently saw snowfall.
Highlights:
Snowfall in the Sahara Desert was a once-in-a-lifetime occurrence.
Snow fell on the beach after temperatures dipped below freezing, and ice
formed on the sand dunes.
There have been reports of temperatures as high as 58 degrees Celsius.
Ain-Sefra is a town in the Naama province in northwestern Algeria. It is
known as "The Sahara's Gateway."
It is encircled by the Atlas Mountains and is at a height of around 3,000 feet
above sea level. The sand dunes in this location can reach heights of up to
180 meters.
It is also affected by water scarcity. Temperatures in the town recently
dropped to -2 degrees Celsius, resulting in snowfall.
Causes
Temperatures in the Ain-Sefra region are substantially milder in January.
The temperature may reach 14 degrees Celsius.
Climate change and Arctic warming could be to blame for this once-in-alifetime occurrence.
Previous Instances
This isn't the first time the Sahara Desert has seen snow. Snow has fallen for
the fifth time in the last 42 years.
Snowfall was previously recorded in the region in 1979, 2016, 2018, and
2021. The amount of snowfall varied from year to year.
There was a snowfall in 1979. In contrast, it received 40 cm of snowfall in
2018.
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BILLS & ACTS
State Employment Of Local Candidates Act - Haryana
In 2020, the State Employment Of Local Candidates Act was passed. The act
ensures that 75% of jobs are reserved for state citizens.
Highlights:
Haryana's in-migration has been on the rise recently. These migrants are
primarily vying for low-wage jobs.
Haryana's net in-migration between 2002 and 2011 was eight lakhs,
according to the 2011 census.
Haryana was the state with the fourth-largest in-migration. Maharashtra,
Gujarat, and Delhi were the first three.
The statute covers all partnership firms, corporations, trusts, societies, and
anyone who employs ten or more people.
State and federal governments are excused from the statute. The statute will
be in effect for ten years until 2030.
Employers in the region should give local candidates 75 percent of the jobs.
These are occupations with a payment of up to Rs 50,000. Employers should
create a portal for all of their employees to register on.
If no qualified local candidates have the relevant skills, firms might apply
for an exception. The Deputy Commissioner assesses this exception.
The claim can be accepted or rejected by the DC. He can even order the
business to provide the candidate with official training.
Problems
All citizens have fundamental rights under the constitution. This includes the
right to equality, the freedom to engage in any occupation, and the ability to
live in any state or region of the country.
Discrimination based on birth, caste, sex, and other factors is also prohibited
under fundamental rights. However, the country's states can make
concessions to help the country's most vulnerable and economically
disadvantaged citizens.
The statute makes private institutions subject to required provisions. This
infringes on the freedom to conduct business in any section of the country.
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The statute established a system based on residence. This is another breach
of Article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (2).
Discrimination based on birthplace is prohibited under Article 16 (2).
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DEFENCE
Exercise Milan 2022
India will host 46 nations in mega naval wargames in 2022, known as Exercise
Milan.
Highlights:
India has invited 46 foreign government countries to take part in the
transnational naval exercise Milan, which will take place in Visakhapatnam
from February 25 to February 25, 2022.
Camaraderie, cohesion, and collaboration are the themes of the 11th edition
of exercise Milan.
This exercise, which began in 1995 and is held every two years, is
performed with friendly navies.
During this phase, competent competitions and conferences will help to set
the operational tone for the Sea Phase, which will take place from March
1-4.
This step would be used to consolidate the lessons learned during the harbor
interplay and to expand on the experience of working together at sea.
According to an official, India has increased its bilateral, trilateral, and
multilateral naval interaction with friendly nations since 2018.
Countries Invited
Russia
The United States
The United Kingdom
Australia
Israel
Iran
France
Japan
South Korea
Vietnam
Bangladesh
Brazil
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United Arab Emirates

Sea Dragon 2022 Exercise
In the Western Pacific, India and its Quadrilateral Security Dialogue partners,
Canada and South Korea are taking part in the multinational drill Sea Dragon 2022
at Guam.
Highlights:
The United States, Australia, Canada, India, Japan, and South Korea are
among the six nations taking part in the drill.
The exercise will include more than 270 hours of in-flight training and
operations ranging from tracking simulated targets to tracking a US Navy
submarine.
It will be largely focused on anti-submarine warfare (ASW) training. Each
event will be rated, and the country with the greatest overall score will be
awarded the Dragon Belt.
The anti-submarine warfare (ASW) train and performance program at Sea
Dragon 22 involves everything from tracking virtual targets to tracking a
real US Navy submarine.
In training sessions that take into consideration their respective countries'
talents and equipment, pilots and flight officers from all over the world
formulate ideas and discuss tactics.

Centre Surveys 17.78 lakh Acres Of Defence Land Using Modern Technologies
The government has surveyed 17.78 lakh acres of defense land for the first time
since Independence, utilizing cutting-edge technologies such as three-dimensional
modelling, drones, and satellite imagery. The massive effort of surveying roughly
1.61 lakh acres of defense land inside cantonments and 16.17 lakh acres outside
cantonments, according to the defense ministry, began in October 2018 and is now
complete.
Highlights:
It is a significant feat because, for the first time since Independence, the whole
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defense land has been surveyed utilising cutting-edge survey technology, the report
stated.
The size of the landholding, the positioning of land in about 4,900 pockets,
inaccessible terrain in many areas, and the engagement of many stakeholders,
according to the ministry, make it one of India's "biggest" land surveys.
Modern survey technology such as the Electronic Total Station, Differential Global
Positioning System, and drone and satellite imagery was used to assure "reliable,
robust, and time-bound" results.

PASSEX Exercise In Arabian Sea
The Indian Navy and the Russian Navy are participating in the PASSEX exercise in
the Arabian Sea.
Highlights:
The Indian Navy and the Russian Navy conducted PASSEX exercises in the
Arabian Sea port of Cochin.
The Indian Navy's INS Kochi, a guided-missile destroyer designed and built
in India, took part in the test. RFS Admiral Tributs represented the Russian
Federation Navy.
Two other Russian naval ships were also present: the Russian Naval Missile
Cruiser Varyag and the Russian Tanker Boris Butoma.
The exercise would include tactical maneuvers, cross-deck helicopter
operations, and seamanship activities to demonstrate the two navies'
cohesiveness and interoperability.
These exercises will include advanced exterior and anti-submarine counterinsurgency exercises, weapon firings, seamanship exercises, and helicopter
operations, according to Navy officials.
These exercises are conducted on a regular basis with units of friendly
foreign navies, while visiting each other's ports or during a rendezvous at
sea, according to Navy officials.

Raksha Pension Shikayat Nivaran Portal Set By Defence Ministry
Raksha Pension Shikayat Nivaran Portal is established by the Ministry of Defense.
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Highlights:
Rajnath Singh, the Defence Minister, has established a web Raksha Pension
Shikayat Nivaran Portal to address ex-(ESM) servicemen's and their
dependents' pension-related issues.
On the occasion of Armed Forces Veterans Day, he noted that the portal will
allow them to directly file concerns with the Department of Ex-Servicemen
Welfare (DESW).
The ministry also announced that the DESW has allocated Rs 320 crore to
the Armed Forces Flag Day Fund (AFFDF) to address all backlogs of
pending welfare applications, particularly schooling and marriage awards for
ESM widows and dependant children.
During the period April 2021 to December 2021, the Directorate General of
Resettlement issued 22,278 job letters to civilian life ESMs in the
government sector/PSUs/banks and private sector, including 7,898 job
letters to newly retired/first-time entrants.

New Combat Uniform For Indian Army
The Indian Army is to supply new uniforms to quite 12 lakh military personnel.
Highlights
Unlike the old Uniform, the new Uniform features a combat T-shirt
underneath.
The previous Uniform has been in use since 2008. The new Uniform has an
equivalent color to the older one, earthen shades and green.
The pattern is a digital and sunshine, sturdy, and breathable fabric. The
material was chosen considering the military men's various terrains to cross
and serve.
The cotton to the polyester ratio of the material is 70:30. This makes it easier
to wear in hot and humid conditions.
Compared to the old Uniform, the new Uniform is 15% lighter and 23%
stronger.
It is a distinct identifying feature and quickly differentiates them from
civilians. It brings togetherness, discipline, and conformity among the
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personnel.
The other army uniforms, like ceremonial and peace area uniforms, aren't
being changed.
Components
The army men won't tuck away the new Uniform like the older uniforms.
The shirt to be worn over the T-shirt is named jacket.
The jacket has top angular pockets. It also has lower pockets with a vertical
opening.
Each other pocket on the left sleeve and knife pleats are located within the
back.
The jacket also has improved quality buttons and a pen holder on the left
forearm.
The trousers of the Uniform are double-layered at the groin. They're
adjustable at the waist with buttons and elasticity.
The perimeter of the caps is adjustable. The military logo printed on the caps
is higher than the previous Uniform.
No separate uniform for the lady's officers. However, the Uniform has been
designed considering the wants and luxury of the woman personnel.
It was designed by twelve designers from the National Institute of Fashion
Technology.
It included seven professors and three students, and also two alumni.
4Cs And QR code
While designing and developing the Uniform, the designers adopted a 4C
approach.
The approach is Comfort, Climate, camouflage, and confidentiality.
The major drawback of the older Uniform is that its material was standard
and simply available within the market.
Therefore, military men can easily buy from outside the market.
The new Uniform carries a QR code and also a barcode. This maintains the
individuality of the Uniform.
Army Day
The new Uniform was unveiled by the Chief of Indian Army, General F R
Roy Bucher. It had been unveiled during the military day celebrations.
Per annum, the Indian Army Day is widely known on January 15.
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On January 15, 1949, General KM Cariappa took over because of the first
Indian Commanderinchief of the Indian Army.
Military Day is widely known within the country to honor this event. Also,
it's celebrated to honor the courageous army men like Cariappa serving the
country.

Operation Sard Hawa Launched By BSF
Operation Sard Hawa is launched by the Border Security Force (BSF), increasing
border surveillance along the Pakistani border as part of the operation.
Highlights:
It is typically launched near the Rajasthan border, particularly in the
Jaisalmer region. It is a yearly rite of passage, which will be available in
January.
Operation Sard Hawa is carried out in the winter, while Operation Garam
Hawa is carried out in the summer.
These operations are managed to hold to control border infiltration. During
the winter, thick fog obscures vision in the border area.
This scenario makes it extremely easy for terrorist groups to cross the
border. During this season, it is critical for security forces to remain vigilant.
For this reason, the BSF performs Operation Sard Hawa during the winter.
This year's Operation Sard Hawa will take place respectively 23 -28 January.
The operation is also being launched to keep a close eye on things and
improve security in the run-up to the Republic Day celebrations.
Officers and personnel remain close to the border. Patrolling occurs on a
regular basis. During the operation, the intelligence wing remains active.
The number of soldiers stationed along the border has been increased.
Soldiers with advanced weapons patrol the areas near police stations.
In addition, the Jawans patrol the border areas on camels and by foot. They
also keep an eye out for trespassers on the street.
Recently, there has been a decrease in ceasefire violations along the borders.
During such times, the Pakistani army attacks India through proxy wars.
As a result, the border security force must maintain a high level of alertness.
Operation Garam Hawa
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This is held in the summer. This festival is also held in Rajasthan. During a
heatwave, the likelihood of infiltration increases.
The Border Security Force is in charge of this operation, as well as
Operation Sard Hawa. It is usually held in May or June when the heat is at
its peak.
It reinforces and reinforces the Border Security Force and its border
activities.

India Test Fires BrahMos Supersonic Cruise Missile
The BrahMos supersonic cruise missile was successfully test-fired from the
Integrated Test Range, Chandipur, off the coast of Odisha, with enhanced
indigenous content and improved performance.
Highlights:
Brahmos Aerospace carried out the launch in close collaboration with
the Defence Research and Development Organisation.
All range instrumentation sensors, including telemetry, radar, and
electro-optical tracking systems placed throughout the eastern coast and
downrange ships, observed this flight test.
On January 20, 2022, Brahmos was successfully test-fired from the
Integrated Test Range, Chandipur, off the coast of Odisha.
The flight test is a significant step forward for the BrahMos program.
All mission goals were attained as the highly agile missile glided at
supersonic speed for its maximum range.
The powerful, very adaptable BrahMos has been regularly upgraded by
BrahMos Aerospace, a joint venture between DRDO and NPO
Mashinostroyeniya, Russia, to boost its efficacy and lethality against
marine and land targets.

AK-203 Assault Rifles Delivered By Russia
The Indian Armed Forces received all 70,000 AK-203 Kalashnikov assault rifles
ordered from Russia.
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Highlights:
The Indian Armed Forces received all 70,000 AK-203 Kalashnikov assault
rifles ordered from Russia.
The Indian Armed Forces have placed an order for 670,000 rifles, for which
a deal was signed between India and Kalashnikov (Russian defense
manufacturing unit) on December 6, 2021.
The contract's entire cost is estimated to be around Rs 5,124 crore. The
transaction includes the purchase of 70,000 off-the-shelf weapons.
Under a technology transfer agreement, the remaining 600,000 rifles would
be manufactured by an Indo-Russian joint venture business, Indo-Russia
Rifles Private Limited (IRRPL), situated in Amethi, Uttar Pradesh, India
(ToT). [At Amethi's Korwa Rifle Factory]
The INSAS (Indian Small Arms System) Rifle will be replaced with the
lighter AK-203 Rifles in the military.

Pilot Shivangi Singh: First Woman Rafale Pilot In India
India's first female Rafale pilot is Shivangi Singh. At the Republic Day
celebrations, she was a part of the Indian Air Force Tableau. In 2017, she enlisted
in the Indian Air Force.
Highlights:
She is only the second woman pilot to take part in the Tableau of the Indian
Air Force. Bhawna Kanth, a fighter jet pilot, was the first woman to take part
in the IAF tableau.
Shivangi Singh was part of the second group of female fighter pilots to be
commissioned. Before Rafale, she was a MiG-21 pilot.
She is a member of the squadron known as the Golden Arrows. Shivangi
Singh was born in the Indian state of Bihar.
Sikkim Manipal Institute of Technology was where she earned her
bachelor's degree in technology.
She continued her education at Jaipur's Malaviya National Institute of
Technology. "Indian Air Force Transforming for the Future" was the theme
of the 2022 IAF Tableau.
The tableau included the Aslesha radar and indigenously produced Light
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Combat Helicopters. The Gnat aircraft was also displayed by the IAF.
Golden Arrows Squadron
Its headquarters are in Ambala, Punjab. Dassault Rafale jets were used to
resurrect the squadron in 2016.
During the 1965 India-Pakistan war, it was relocated to Delhi to safeguard
the capital. It's been Rafale since 2019.
It's a low-weight radar with a lot of features. It can be used in a variety of
environments, including deserts, plains, high altitudes, and mountain peaks.
The British came up with the idea for Gnat. It's a fighter jet with a subsonic
speed. It's used for both combat and training. Different squadrons in India
fly the Gnat.

MPATGM Successfully Test Fired By DRDO
The DRDO successfully test-fired the MPATGM's final delivery configuration On
11 January.
Highlights:
The Man-Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile (MPATGM) was successfully
flight tested in its final "deliverable version" by the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO). Bharat Dynamics Limited will
manufacture MPATGM at their facilities in Bhanoor, Telangana.
The goal of the missile's testing was to ensure that it performed consistently
at a minimum range of 200-300 meters.
MPATGM has already completed a comparable test with a maximum range
of 4,000 meters.
Following this successful test, the MPATGM system is now ready for mass
manufacturing in India.
The purpose of this test was to demonstrate that the minimal range's
performance was constant. All of the mission's goals were accomplished.
The missile incorporates a miniaturized infrared imaging seeker and modern
avionics for onboard control and guidance.
The missile's performance was proved for the maximum range in previous
test runs.
Mantri Raksha Mantri Raksha Mantri Raksha Man Shri Rajnath Singh
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complimented the DRDO on the anti-tank missile's continuous performance,
stating that this is a vital step toward Atmanirbhar Bharat in the development
of advanced technology-based defense systems.
Dr. G Satheesh Reddy, Secretary of Defence R&D and Chairman of DRDO
commended the team on the missile's good performance during the test.
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PERSONS
Mrs. America Shaylyn Ford Becomes Mrs. World 2022
Mrs. America Shaylyn Ford is crowned as the Mrs. World 2022 In Nevada, Las
Vegas.
Highlights:
Mrs. World 2022 was won by Shaylyn Ford, who is 37 years old. Kate
Schneider of Ireland, the outgoing queen, crowned her. Mrs. Jordan Jaclyn
Stapp and Mrs.
UAE Debanjali Kamstra came in second and third, respectively.
Shaylyn Ford, who represented the United States in the pageant, defeated 57
other women worldwide to win the title.
Mrs. World has been awarded to an American representative for the eighth
time.
Shaylyn Ford is from Granville, Ohio, in the United States. On November
19, 2021, she earned the annual Mrs. American pageant.
She is an experienced makeup artist who has worked in various settings,
including movie sets and make-a-wish foundations.
She has three children and has been wedded to her preacher husband for
seven years.
She also works as a charity director and volunteers to provide services to
families with special needs.

Jhulan Goswami: Ambassador Of All Women Match Official Team
Jhulan Goswami has been designated Ambassador of the All Women Match
Official Team by LLC.
Highlights:
Jhulan Goswami has been named an ambassador for the Legends League
Cricket (LLC )'s Women Match Official Team.
This was done in order to promote the LLC's Women's Empowerment
programs and enhance women's engagement in cricket.
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For the League, the LLC formed an All-Women Match Official Team.
This is the first time an all-women official team has officiated a men's
league.
Legends League Cricket:
The Legends Competition Cricket (LLC) is a professional cricket league for
cricketers who have retired from the game.
LLC will hold its first session on January 20, 2022, at the Oman Cricket
Stadium in Muscat, Oman.
Indian Maharaja, Asian Lions, and World Giants are the Legends League
Cricket (LLC) 2022 teams.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Prime Ministers Excellence Award
Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union Minister, opened a web interface for the PM Excellence
Award enrollment on 3 January.
Highlights:
Since 2014, the award's selection method has undergone many adjustments.
The reward will be institutionalized in 2022 and will be based on the
district's success rather than the collector's.
Prioritize output and outcomes. In addition, the prize will be established
dependent on the scale of scheme implementation.
There are a total of 18 Prime Minister Awards for Public Administration
Excellence. Essentially, the prize celebrates and acknowledges the
innovative work of federal and state government officials.
Every year, the award's evaluation criteria are altered. The Prime Minister is
the one who gives the prize.
Evaluation
All district collectors should be required to enroll for the prize by 2022.
The award recognizes civil servants' contributions to innovation, end-to-end
service delivery, holistic development in the one-district-one-product
scheme, good governance in the PM SVANidhi scheme
It is also recognized for digital payments, trying to promote wellbeing
through Khelo India, and encouraging people to participate in the Poshan
Abhiyan.
From the 1st of April 2019 until the 31st of December 2021. The production
stage includes quality control, outcomes, governance, and activities.
Prize
The prize money for the PM Excellence Award will be doubled in 2022. It
has been raised from ten lakh to twenty lakh rupees.
The prize money will be used to fill in resource gaps and to carry out
projects. Aside from the monetary prize, the award will also include a scroll
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and a trophy.
A certificate of honor will also be included in the collector's APAR. The
Annual Performance Assessment Report is abbreviated as APAR.

Ramnath Goenka Award In Photojournalism To Zishaan A Latif
The Ramnath Goenka Award for Photojournalism was given to Zishaan A Latif.
Highlights:
The Ramnath Goenka Award for Photo Journalism went to Zishaan A Latif.
His photo essay, The strenuous struggle for inclusion in the NRC, was
printed in The Caravan in October 2019 and won him the award.
He documented the plight of people who had their names removed from the
National Register of Citizens (NRC), putting a face to an otherwise
anonymous human story.
Latif traveled through four Assam districts a month just after the NRC list
was published, documenting people's struggle to be included in the list.
The Ramnath Goenka Excellence in Journalism Awards were established as
part of the Indian Express Group's centennial year celebrations of its
founder, Ramnath Goenka.
Every year, the Awards aim to honor excellence in journalism, recognize
courage and dedication, and highlight outstanding contributions and
individuals.
The most renowned annual event in the Indian media calendar honors
journalists from print, digital, and broadcast who, despite political and
economic pressures, maintain the rigorous quality of their profession and
produce work that builds and maintains public trust in the media and has an
impact on people's lives.

Guinness World Record In Numerology: JC Chaudhry
JC Chaudhry, one of India's top numerologists, has set the first-ever Guinness
World Record in Numerology.
Highlights:
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He also set the first world record for the year 2022, by teaching about
ancient science to over 6000 numerology enthusiasts from the United States,
the United Kingdom, the Middle East, and India.
For this achievement, the Guinness World Record London office has created
a new category called "Numerology."
CNPL (Chaudhry Nummero Pvt Ltd) and the Indian Institute of Numerology
organized the event to raise awareness of numerology, which is used in
ancient societies such as Greece, Egypt, China, Chaldea, and India.
Guinness World Record
Guinness World Records, also known as The Guinness Book of Records
from 1955 to 1999 and The Guinness Book of World Records in prior
United States editions, is an annual reference book that lists world records in
both human achievements and nature extremes.
The book was launched in August 1955 in Fleet Street, London, by twin
brothers Norris and Ross McWhirter, who were inspired by Sir Hugh
Beaver.
By Christmas 1955, the first edition had dominated the best-seller list in the
United Kingdom.
The book was published internationally the next year, and as of the 2022
edition, it is in its 67th year of publication, with over 53,000 records in its
database, and has been published in 100 countries and 23 languages.

National Water Awards 2020 Announced
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union Minister of Jal Shakti, has announced the
winners of the third National Water Awards for the year 2020.
Highlights
In the National Water Awards 2020, Uttar Pradesh has named the Best State
for Water Conservation.
Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu come in second and third, respectively. The
award includes a citation, a trophy, and a monetary prize.
The finest district prize in the northern zone went to Muzaffarnagar in Uttar
Pradesh, followed by Shahid Bhagat Singh Nagar in Punjab.
The Jal Shakti Ministry established the National Water Award in 2018 to
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honor and motivate individuals and organizations who excel in the field of
water resource management.
In total, 57 awards in 11 categories have been announced.
Best State, Best District, Best Village Panchayat, Best Urban Local Body,
Best
Media
(Print
&
Electronic),
Best
School,
Best
Institution/RWA/Religious Organization for Campus Use, Best Industry,
Best NGO, Best Water User Association, and Best Industry for CSR
Activity are among the categories. Winners
Category
Best State
Uttar Pradesh
Best District North Zone
Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh
Best District South Zone
Thiruvanathapuram, Kerala
Best District East Zone
East Champaran, Bihar and Godda,
Jharkhand
Best District West Zone
Indore, Madhya Pradesh
Best District North-East Zone
Goalpara, Assam
Best Village Panchayat North Zone
Dhaspad, Almora, Uttarakhand
Best Village Panchayat South Zone
Yelerampura
Panchayat,
Tumakuru
District, Karnataka
Best Village Panchayat East Zone
Telari Panchayat, Gaya District, Bihar
Best Village Panchayat West Zone
Takhatgadh, Sabarkantha, Gujarat
Best Village Panchayat North-East Zone Sialsir, Sirchip, Mizoram
Best Urban Local Body
Vapi Urban Local Body, Gujarat
Best Media (Print & Electronic)
Mission Paani (Network 18)
Best School
Govt. Girls Hr. Secondary School,
Kaveripattinam, Tamil Nadu
Best Industry
Welspun India Textile Ltd., Gujarat
Best Water User Association
Panchgachiya MDTW WUA, Hooghly,
West Beng
Best Industry for CSR activities
ITC Limited, Kolkata, West Bengal

National Water Awards 2020 Announced
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union Minister of Jal Shakti, has announced the
winners of the third National Water Awards for the year 2020.
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Highlights
In the National Water Awards 2020, Uttar Pradesh has named the Best State
for Water Conservation.
Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu come in second and third, respectively. The
award includes a citation, a trophy, and a monetary prize.
The finest district prize in the northern zone went to Muzaffarnagar in Uttar
Pradesh, followed by Shahid Bhagat Singh Nagar in Punjab.
The Jal Shakti Ministry established the National Water Award in 2018 to
honor and motivate individuals and organizations who excel in the field of
water resource management.
In total, 57 awards in 11 categories have been announced.
Best State, Best District, Best Village Panchayat, Best Urban Local Body,
Best
Media
(Print
&
Electronic),
Best
School,
Best
Institution/RWA/Religious Organization for Campus Use, Best Industry,
Best NGO, Best Water User Association, and Best Industry for CSR
Activity are among the categories. Winners
Category
Best State
Uttar Pradesh
Best District North Zone
Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh
Best District South Zone
Thiruvanathapuram, Kerala
Best District East Zone
East Champaran, Bihar and Godda,
Jharkhand
Best District West Zone
Indore, Madhya Pradesh
Best District North-East Zone
Goalpara, Assam
Best Village Panchayat North Zone
Dhaspad, Almora, Uttarakhand
Best Village Panchayat South Zone
Yelerampura
Panchayat,
Tumakuru
District, Karnataka
Best Village Panchayat East Zone
Telari Panchayat, Gaya District, Bihar
Best Village Panchayat West Zone
Takhatgadh, Sabarkantha, Gujarat
Best Village Panchayat North-East Zone Sialsir, Sirchip, Mizoram
Best Urban Local Body
Vapi Urban Local Body, Gujarat
Best Media (Print & Electronic)
Mission Paani (Network 18)
Best School
Govt. Girls Hr. Secondary School,
Kaveripattinam, Tamil Nadu
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Best Industry
Best Water User Association
Best Industry for CSR activities

Welspun India Textile Ltd., Gujarat
Panchgachiya MDTW WUA, Hooghly,
West Beng
ITC Limited, Kolkata, West Bengal

Winners Of "National Start-up Awards 2021"
The winners of the "National Start-up Awards 2021" were declared by the
Government of India, which honored 46 start-ups for their contributions in their
various industries.
Highlights:
The government also presented the prize to incubation and an accelerator
during the occasion.
The National Start-up Awards were held for the second time this year.
From farming to animal husbandry, enterprise technology to fintech,
applications were sought from 15 industries and 49 sub-sectors.
The Ministry received a total of 2,177 applications from start-ups in 49 subsectors. For the ecosystem enablers categories, 53 incubators and 6
accelerators submitted applications.
There were 863 women-led start-ups and 253 start-ups working in India's
rural areas.
The goal of the National Start-up Awards is to recognize start-ups that
contribute to economic vitality by fostering innovation and stimulating
competition.
It consists of the following start-ups in the following areas:
That creates new goods or solutions;
That operates scalable businesses with a strong potential for income creation
or job creation;
That has a measurable social effect.
Winners
Naffa Innovations Private Limited, based in Bengaluru, was named the
champion in the fintech category's financial inclusion sub-sector.
ToneTag, as the company is often known, was established in 2013. It
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enables mobile payments without the internet, utilizing sound and near-field
communication (NFC).
Umbo Idtech Private Limited, another winner in the fintech category's
insurance sub-sector, took home the prize.
This company was created in the year 2018. It has developed a full-stack
platform that allows its clients to distribute insurance across several
channels.
Sagar Defence was awarded the winner in the Robotics sub-sector. Mridul
Babbar and Nikunj Parashar launched it in 2015.
The company creates unmanned marine vehicles, aerial vehicles, and
autonomous navigation systems.
Frontier Markets, based in Jaipur, was recognized in women-led start-ups.
Ajaita Singh started it in 2011.
Six parameters were used to decide the winners:
Innovation
Scalability
Economic impact
Social impact
Environmental impact, and
inclusiveness and diversity.

Mrs. World 2022: Best National Costume Award Won By Navdeep Kaur
Navdeep Kaur of India is the winner of the Best National Costume award at the
Mrs. World 2022 pageant.
Highlights:
Navdeep Kaur of India has received the Best National Costume award in the
renowned Mrs. World 2022 contest in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Mrs. India World 2021 was her title, and she represented the nation at Mrs.
World 2022. Navdeep comes from a small town near Rourkela, Odisha's
Steel City.
Kundalini Chakra, which "symbolizes the passage of force in chakras of the
human from the bottom to the backbone up through the crown," inspired the
"avant garde" ensemble.
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The "mystical serpent native to India" was represented with cobra
decorations on the shoulder, and the golden color was chosen to indicate
novelty, power, and grandeur.
Navdeep Kaur:
Mrs. India 2020 21 Navdeep Kaur brought glory to the country when she has
crowned Mrs. India.
Kaur graduated with a bachelor's degree in computer science engineering
and a master's degree in business administration (MBA).
According to Odisha Bytes, she had earlier worked as an assistant manager
in banks and then as an associate professor.
Navdeep Kaur has never competed in a pageant before.
Despite this, she was determined to make it in the fashion industry. She is
married for 7 years and has a six-year-old child.

India: First UNDP Youth Climate Champion
Prajakta Koli, a content creator, and artist has been named India's first UNDP
Youth Climate Champion.
Highlights:
She was awarded the honor as a result of her collaboration with the UNDP.
Her title was bestowed to her in recognition of her contributions to mental
health, female child education, and women's rights through different
international social movements.
Because the tremors of these issues are being felt by all sections of society,
including poor and marginalized communities, Prajakta will now be
entrusted with interacting with young minds in order to raise awareness on
issues such as global warming, climate crisis, biodiversity loss, and their
impacts, as part of her responsibilities.
Prajakta Koli
Prajakta Koli, better known by her YouTube channel "Mostlysane," is an
Indian YouTuber and actress.
She creates comedic videos, focusing on observational comedy in everyday
circumstances. Prajakta Koli has previously spoken out against body
shaming and online bullying with her song "Shameless" as part of her
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campaign #iPledgeToBeMe.
In 2016, on World Mental Health Day, the campaign was launched. She
represents YouTube's 'Creators For Change' project as a worldwide
ambassador.
She is well-known for bringing attention to trolling, homophobia, and
female subordination with her "No Offence Campaign."
On International Tolerance Day, her "No Offense Campaign" was featured
at the United Nations offices in New York.
She participated in three initiatives and social cause partnerships in 2018:
the first was with YouTube for the Social Impact Girl's Education
campaign,
the second was with Instagram for their Safer Internet Week
campaign,
and the third was with One.org for their Girl Education campaign.
She was invited to the "annual Goalkeepers Summit" by the "Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation" in 2019.
She joined Google's Impact Challenge in 2021, which provides awards to
non-profits working to reduce economic inequity for girls and women.
UNDP
The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) was founded in 1965
by the United Nations. The company's headquarters are in New York City.
The organization assists countries in eradicating poverty and attaining longterm economic growth and human development.
It is the United Nations' largest development aid agency, with operations in
170 countries.

International Association of Working Women Award Won By Sushmita Sen
Sushmita Sen, a Bollywood actress, has been awarded the International Association
of Working Women Award at the Washington DC South Asian Film Festival
(DCSAFF) 2021.
Highlights:
Sushmita Sen, a Bollywood actress, has been awarded the International
Association of Working Women Award at the Washington DC South Asian
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Film Festival (DCSAFF) 2021.
The former Miss Universe has received an award for excellent performance
by a female actor in a television series for her work on 'Aarya 2.'
Ram Madhvani created the Aarya 2 series, which premiered on
Disney+Hotstar on December 10, 2021.
The DC South Asian Film Festival (DCSAFF) 2021 is scheduled to take
place virtually from January 16 to January 30 and will feature the best in
alternative cinema from India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Nepal,
Bhutan, Tibet, and Sri Lanka.
The DC South Asian Film Festival honored Sushmita Sen for her
outstanding performance as a female actor in a series.
Sushmita received the Champions Of Change Award 2021, which was a
National Award For Social Welfare & Women Empowerment last year, in
addition to her awards for Aarya.
Last year, the first installment of the series was nominated for Best Drama
Series at the International Emmy Awards.
Though they did not win, their nomination was a source of pride for the
citizens.

PMRBP Awards
Ahead of Republic Day, PM Modi virtually interacted with Pradhan Mantri
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PMRBP) awardees on January 24, 2022, amid a covid-19
pandemic.
Highlights:
The Prime Minister also presented them with certificates digitally via
blockchain technology. The technology was used to present certificates to
awardees for the first time.
He referred to these children as "inspiration for the entire society" and asked
them to work while considering how they could benefit the country.
The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar was given to 29 children, 14
girls (PMRBP).
They were recognized in six categories: innovation, sports, educational
achievement, social service, arts and culture, and bravery.
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Prize Money And Selections
Each PMRBP awardee received a medal, a cash prize of Rs. 1 lakh, and a
certificate. The cash prize will be deposited into the accounts of the PMRBP
2022 winners.
Students are chosen for this award based on their achievements in six
categories: Innovation, Scholastic, Social Service, Sports, Art & Culture,
and Bravery.
Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar
The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar, the Prime Minister's National
Award for Children, is an Indian civilian honor. It is divided into two
categories.
In 2018, the awards were changed its name and combined to form the
"Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar."
It is overseen by the Ministry of Women and Child Development. The
President of India bestows the award during the week preceding India's
Republic Day.
The awardees are also met by India's Prime Minister at his residence.
Bal Shakti Puraskar
This award is given to Indian citizens under 18 who have excelled in one of
the six categories listed.
It was founded in 1996 by the non-governmental organization Indian
Council for Child Welfare.
Previously, it was known as the "National Child Award."
Bal Kalyan Puraskar
This award is given to persons or groups who have made outstanding
contributions to child protection, development, or welfare.
Previously, it was known as the National Child Welfare Awards.
The award was established in 1979 by the Ministry of Women and Child
Development.

Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar 2022
Vinod Sharma, Vice Chairman of the Sikkim State Disaster Management Authority
and the Gujarat Institute of Disaster Management (GIDM), received the "Subhas
Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar 2022."
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Highlights:
Both received awards for their outstanding work in disaster management.
Vinod Sharma was named in the individual category, while GIDM was
named in the institutional category.
They were honored with the awardees for 2019, 2020, and 2021.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi presented the award at the investiture
ceremony hosted on January 23, 2022, to commemorate Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose's 125th birth anniversary.
Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar
This is a yearly award given out by the federal government. The award
recognizes and honors the invaluable contribution and selfless service
provided by disaster management organizations and individuals in India.
On January 23, the award is presented to commemorate the birth anniversary
of freedom fighter Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.
The award consists of a cash prize of Rs 51 lakh and a certificate in the case
of an institution, a cash prize of Rs 5 lakh, and a certificate in the case of an
individual.
Nominations for the 2022 award were accepted beginning on July 1, 2021.
This year, 243 valid nominations were received from institutions and
individuals.
GIDM
The GIDM was founded in 2012. Since its inception, the institution has
improved Gujarat's disaster risk reduction (DRR) capacity.
GIDM trained approximately 12,000 professionals on issues linked to multihazard risk management and reduction during the pandemic through
strategically designed capacity-building programs.
GIDM has recently launched a "user-friendly Gujarat Fire Safety
Compliance Portal" and a "Mobile App Technology-based Advanced
Covid-19 Syndromic Surveillance (ACSyS) system."
The ACS system was created to supplement the Covid-19 surveillance
efforts.
Vinay Sharma
Vinay Sharma is the vice-chairman of the Sikkim State Disaster
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Management Authority and a senior professor at the Indian Institute of
Public Administration.
He was the founding coordinator of the National Centre of Disaster
Management, now known as the National Institute of Disaster Management.
He worked to bring disaster risk reduction (DRR) to the forefront of the
national agenda, earning him international acclaim.
He serves as a disaster management resource to the Lal Bahadur Shastri
National Academy of Administration (LBSNAA) and all Administrative
Training Institutes (ATIs).

ICC Awards 2021
The International Cricket Council (ICC) has released the results of the 17th edition
of the ICC Awards, which recognize and honor the best international cricket
players each year.
Highlights:
The International Cricket Council (ICC) has released the results of the 17th
edition of the ICC Awards for the year 2021, which will recognize and
honor the best international cricket players from January 1, 2021, to
December 31, 2021.
Notably, these awards recognize players for their contributions to their
respective national teams over the course of a year.
The winners of the various categories such as Emerging Cricketer of the
Year, T20I Cricketer of the Year, and Associate Cricketer of the Year for
both men's and women's cricket have been announced by the apex
international cricket governing body.
Winners
Category
Winners
Rachael Heyhoe Flint Trophy for ICCSmriti Mandhana (India)
Women's Cricketer of the Year
Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy for ICCShaheen Afridi (Pakistan)
Men's Cricketer of the Year
ICC Umpire of the Year
Marais Erasmus
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ICC Men's T20I Cricketer of the Year
Mohammad Rizwan (Pakistan)
ICC Women's T20I Cricketer of the Year Tammy Beaumont (England)
ICC Emerging Men's Cricketer of theJanneman Malan (South Africa)
Year
ICC Emerging Women's Cricketer of theFatima Sana (Pakistan)
Year
ICC Men's Associate Cricketer of theZeeshan Maqsood (Oman)
Year
ICC Women's Associate Cricketer of theAndrea-Mae Zepeda (Austria)
Year
ICC Men's ODI Cricketer of the Year
Babar Azam (Pakistan)
ICC Women's ODI Cricketer of the Year Lizelle Lee (South Africa)
ICC Men's Test Cricketer of the Year
Joe Root (England)

Padma Awards Refused By Two
Former West Bengal Chief Minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee and former General
Secretary late EMS Namboodirpad are two of the state's Padma Award recipients
who declined.
Highlights:
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee isn't the first Marxist leader to turn down the
award.
EMS Namboodirpad, the late General Secretary of the CPI(M), was the first
to refuse the Padma Award among CPI(M) leaders.
Both CPI(M) leaders have a policy of refusing to accept state prizes. The
CPI(M) has consistently refused such prizes from West Bengal.
Different Personalities Receiving Padma Vibushan
The then-Congress administration, led by PV Narasimha Rao, chose EMS
and BJP's Atal Bihari Vajpayee for the Padma Vibhushan award in 1992.
Vajpayee was presented with the award, but the Marxist veteran denied it.
When it came to rejecting the Padma Vibhushan, EMS was not alone.
At least two other persons were adamantly opposed to it. "Accepting an
award for job done produces an unexplained anguish," said bureaucrat PN
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Haksar.
Swami Ranganathananda refused to accept it because it was bestowed on
him individually.
Parkash Singh Badal, the former Punjab Chief Minister, returned to Padma
Vibhushan in 2020 to support farmer protests.
Padma Awards
In 1954, the Padma Awards were established. It is given to Indian nationals
in recognition of their outstanding achievements in various fields, including
education, the arts, literature, industry, acting, science, social service,
medical, and public affairs.
It has also been given to several notable individuals who were not citizens
but made significant contributions to India in various ways.
India has launched an online forum for ordinary folks to recommend
nominees for the awards.

Republic Day Gallantry Awards
President Ram Nath Kovind awarded 384 gallantry medals and other military
decorations for members of the security services on 25 January.
Highlights:
He also approved the awarding of 12 Shaurya Chakras to servicemen who
displayed extraordinary bravery during operations.
Subedar Neeraj Chopra of the 4 Rajputana Rifles will get the Param Vishisht
Seva Medal (PVSM) for being the first Indian to win gold in a track and
field event at the Tokyo Olympics 2020.
PVSM is a three-star decoration granted to officers who have served with
distinction.
Ashok Chakra
At the Republic Day ceremony on January 26, 2022, the President will
posthumously award the Ashok Chakra to Assistant Sub Inspector Babu
Ram of the Jammu and Kashmir Police.
India's highest peacetime gallantry award is the Ashok Chakra.
On August 29, 2020, Babu Ram killed three terrorists in Srinagar during an
operation.
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Shaurya Chakra
India's Shaurya Chakra is the country's third-highest peacetime gallantry
award. Nine people will receive the prize posthumously, along with three
other people.
Naib Subedar Sreejith M (posthumous)
Havildar Anil Kumar Tomar (posthumous)
Havildar Kashiray Bammanalli (posthumous)
Havildar Pinku Kumar (posthumous)
Sepoy Maruprolu Jaswanth Kumar Reddy (posthumous)
CRPF Head Constable Ajeet Singh (posthumous)
CRPF Constable Vikas Kumar (posthumous)
CRPF Constable Purnanand (posthumous) and
CRPF Head Constable Kuldeep Kumar Urawan (posthumous)
Rifleman Rakesh Sharma
CRPF Deputy Commandant Dilip Malik
CRPF Assistant Commandant Anirudh Pratap Singh.
Gallantry awards
On the eve of the 73rd Republic Day, the President granted 384 gallantry
medals.
29 Param Vishisht Seva Medals
53 Ati Vishisht Seva Medals
4 Uttam Yudh Seva Medals
3 Bar to Vishisht Seva Medals
13 Yudh Seva Medals
122 Vishisht Seva Medals
3 Bar to Sena Medals (Gallantry)
2 Vayu Sena Medals (Gallantry)
81 Sena Medals (Gallantry)
8 Nao Sena Medals (Devotion to Duty)
40 Sena Medals (Devotion to Duty)
14 Vayu Sena Medals (Devotion to Duty).

Assam Baibhav Award Awarded To Ratan Tata
Ratan Tata received Assam's highest civilian award, the 'Assam Baibhav,' on 24
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January.
Highlights:
Ratan Tata can't attend the function personally owing to the Covid-19 crisis.
His representative accepted the award during a ceremony in Guwahati.
Himanta Biswa Sarma, the Chief Minister of Assam, said on January 23 that
the Assam Baibhav, Assam Saurav, and Assam Gaurav Awards would be
conferred for the year 2021.
Professor Dipak Chand Jain, Lovlina Borgohain, Professor Kamalendu Deb
Krori, Dr. Lakshmanan S, and Neel Pawan Baruah received the Assam
Saurav prize.
Manoj Kumar Basumatary, Munindra Nath Ngatey, Dharanidhar Boro,
Hemoprabha Chutia, Dr. Basanta Hazarika, Kaushik Baruah, Khorsing
Terang, Akash Jyoti Gogoi, Namita Kalita, Dr. Asif Iqbal, Kalpana Boro,
Boby Hazarika, and Bormita Momin received the Assam Gaurav award.
Assam Baibhav:
In the state of Assam, it is the highest civilian honor. On December 2, 2021,
chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma formally announced this honor.
On the occasion of "Asom diwas," it was declared (Assam Day). The prize
money for the award is Rs 5 lakh.
Furthermore, the recipient will be eligible for government-funded medical
treatment for the rest of his life.
On the leaf of a Hollong tree, the words "Assam Baibhav" are etched in
Assamese script on the obverse of the prize.
Ratan Naval Tata
He is an Indian industrialist, philanthropist, and former chairman of Tata
Sons.
He was the chairman of Tata Group from 1990 to 2012, as well as an interim
chairman from October 2016 to February 2017.
In 2008, he was awarded the Padma Vibhushan, and in 2000, he was
awarded the Padma Bhushan.

J&K Police Win Highest Police Medals For Gallantry
Jammu and Kashmir Police have bagged 115 Police Medals for Gallantry (PMG)
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out of 189 awarded this year.
Highlights:
Jammu and Kashmir Police have bagged 115 Police Medals for Gallantry
(PMG) out of 189 awarded this year.
They quite doubled their last year's tally of 52 PMGs. J&K Police won
awards for conducting several counter-insurgency operations in 2019-20.
Police personnel from Jammu and Kashmir are awarded 115 Police Medals
for Gallantry, the best number from any police this year, followed by CRPF
with 30, Chhattisgarh Police with 10, Odisha Police with nine, and
Maharashtra Police with seven.
Nine hundred and thirty-nine police personnel were honored with the
President's police medals on the occasion of Republic Day.
In all, 134 of the gallantry awards were granted for action in counterinsurgency within the Jammu & Kashmir region alone.
Six hundred sixty-two of the medals got excellent service, and 88 were for
distinguished services.
Apart from functions in Jammu & Kashmir, security officers were awarded
for their role in combating counter-insurgency in Naxal-affected states, the
northeast, and on India's international borders, and for displaying
extraordinary policing and investigation skills.
Senior Delhi policeman, the deputy commissioner of police Sanjeev Kumar
Yadav of the 2008 Batla House encounter fame, received his 11th
President's police medal for gallantry.
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SPORTS
Khelo India Games 2023
The Khelo India Games were created to bring India's sports culture back to life.
Due to the COVID situation, the 2021 Khelo India Games have been postponed. It
is now scheduled to take place in Haryana in January 2022.
Highlights:
Anurag Singh Thakur, the Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports will
attend the games.
Madhya Pradesh will host the Khelo India Youth Games in 2022-23. The
Madhya Pradesh Cabinet finally enacted Bhopal as the host city for the
games.
The cabinet also approved a 50-acre plot of land for the construction of an
international sports center.
For the first phase, the Madhya Pradesh government set aside Rs 176.59
crores. The International Sports Complex will cost Rs 15.56 crore to operate
and maintain.
For the second and third phases, separate funds will be granted.
The sports stadium will be equipped with a 10,000-seat hockey rink, a
4,000-seat football field, landscaping, parking, horticulture, guardrooms,
gates, internal service roads, street lighting, and sewage systems.
During the first phase, an indoor sports complex would be constructed in
Bhopal's Nathu Barkheda hamlet. A cricket stadium will be developed in the
second and third phases.

Md Arif Khan In Target Olympic Podium Scheme
The Mission Olympic Cell (MOC) of India's Sports Ministry has confirmed Md
Arif Khan's participation in the Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS) Core.
Highlights:
He will be a part of this group until the Winter Olympics in Beijing, China,
in February.
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Khan holds the distinction of being the first Indian to obtain direct quota
slots in two different Winter Olympics events,
He is also the first Indian athlete to secure a berth at the Winter Olympic
Games 2022.
Khan will compete in the Slalom and Giant Slalom events at the Winter
Olympics.
In addition, a number of Rs 17.46 lakh has been approved under TOPS for
training in Europe and equipment procurement in advance of the major event
in China.
Khan's European training camp, which began after his qualification for the
Winter Olympics, was permitted by the MOC for a total of 35 days.
In December of last year, he earned the quota in the giant slalom in a
competition in Montenegro.

Spains Rafael Nadal Wins Melbourne Summer Set 1 ATP 250 Tennis
Rafael Nadal wins the Melbourne Summer Set 1 ATP 250 event, defeating
American qualifier Maxime Cressy 7-6(6) 6-3 to gain momentum ahead of the
Australian Open.
Highlights:
The Spaniard was mostly untroubled in his first competitive tournament since
August, winning in an hour and 48 minutes.
Nadal put Cressy under a lot of strain right away, as he had to defend three break
points in his opening service game, but for the rest of the first set, which required a
tiebreak, there was nothing to differentiate the two.
Late in the tiebreak, Nadal picked up his game, saving a set point at 5-6 and then
earning his first set point with a forehand winner, which he converted to win the
first set 7-6. (6).
In the second set, Cressy broke early to grab a 2-1 lead, but Nadal quickly
countered with a break of his own to put the set back on serve.
The Spaniard broke for a 5-3 lead and held serve to win the match.

World First Deaf T20 Cricket Championship 2023
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The AISCD has been granted permission to host the first World Deaf T20 Cricket
Championship in 2023.
Highlights:
The International Committee of Sports for the Deaf (ICSD) has given the All
India Sports Council of the Deaf permission to hold the first World Deaf
T20 Cricket Championship in Kerala from January 10 to 20, 2023.
This championship was supposed to take place in 2020-21, but owing to a
coronavirus outbreak, it was delayed first to 2022, then to 2023.
The tournament is projected to attract at least eight countries, and it will be
the first time that such an international event is staged in India with the
consent of the ICSD."
The AISCD is the only deaf national sports federation recognized by the
Centre, and the ICSD is the only international organization recognized by
the International Olympic Committee as the ruling body of the deaf sports
movement and Deaflympics.
The International Committee of Deaf Sports is a non-profit organization that
promotes deaf sports around the world Founded in 1924.
The International Committee of Sports for the Deaf has its headquarters in
Maryland, USA, and its president is Rebecca Adam.

Ten Athletes Added To The TOPS List
Ten more athletes have been added to the TOPS list by Mission Olympic Cell.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports' Mission Olympic Cell has added
ten athletes to the roster of athletes who would get assistance there under the
Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS).
There are a total of ten new entrants, five of whom are in the Core group and
five in the Development group.
The overall number of athletes participating in TOPS has risen to 301, with
107 in the Core group and 294 in the Development group.
TOPS (Target Olympic Podium Scheme) is a Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports flagship program that began in September 2014 and was updated in
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April 2018.
Core Group Athletes:
Aditi Ashok (Golf)
Fouaad Mirza (Horse Rider/ Equestrian)
Anirban Lahiri (Golf)
Diksha Dagar (Golf)
Mohammed Arif Khan (Alpine Skiier )
Development Group:
Shubhankar Sharma (Golf)
Tvesa Malik (Golf)
Yash Ghangas (Judo)
Unnati Sharma (Judo)
Linthoi Chanambam (Judo)

Tata Replaces Vivo As IPL Title Sponsor
The Tata Group has taken over as the IPL title sponsor from Chinese smartphone
company Vivo.
Highlights:
The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has announced that
Tata Group has taken over as a major sponsor of the Indian Premier
League (IPL) for the 2022 and 2023 seasons.
It replaced Chinese mobile phone makers Vivo. For the next two
seasons, the multinational company will pay Rs. 300 crore as the IPL's
headline sponsor.
This is almost 60% less what Vivo would have paid. After the military
standoff in Galwan Valley between India and China in 2020, Vivo
stepped down as an IPL sponsor.
Dream11, a mobile gaming platform, had stood in as title sponsor for a
year at the time. Vivo returned in 2021 and doing so again this year.
In 1868, Jamsetji Tata established the Tata Group in Mumbai.
Natarajan Chandrasekaran is the Chairman of the Board of Tata Sons.
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India Open Title Winners For Badminton
On January 16, 2022, India's Lakshya Sen won his first Super 500 championship by
winning the "Yonex-Sunrise India Open."
Highlights:
In the men's singles final, he defeated defending world champion Loh Kean
Yew of Singapore in a surprising straight-game triumph.
Lakshya, 20, had previously won his first world championships medal, a
bronze, in Spain in December 2021.
He put in a strong showing in the summit match, winning 24-22, 21-17. The
battle lasted 54 minutes.
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty defeated 3 reigning champions,
Mohammad Ahsan and Hendra Setiawan, from Indonesia in the doubles
final.
The two are India's first men's team to win the Yonex-Sunrise India Open. In
Thailand, the world no. 10 Indian duo won their first Super 500 tournament.
India Open
The India Open is a yearly badminton tournament held in India. Since 2008,
it's been held in India.
It's an international badminton tournament on the BWF World Tour Super
500 Grade. The event was first held in Hyderabad in 2007 but was
postponed due to the explosions in the city.
The India Open was categorized as a Grand Prix Gold tournament for the
first three seasons.
In 2011, it was upgraded to a BWF superseries tournament. The event was
conducted yearly at the Siri Fort Sports Centre in New Delhi from 2011 to
2019.
Since 2018, the BWF has classified the India Open as one of 7 BWF World
Tour Super 500 events.
Badminton World Federation
The BWF is the worldwide governing body for badminton, as recognized by
the International Olympic Committee.
The International Badminton Federation (IBF) was created in 1934 and
consists of nine member countries: Canada, England, Denmark, Ireland,
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France, New Zealand, Netherlands, Wales, and Scotland.
In 1981, the International Badminton Federation united with the World
Badminton Federation, and in September 2006, renamed to Badminton
World Federation

Tasnim Mir: Rank One Badminton U-19 Girls Singles Worldwide
Tasnim Mir became the World's No. 1 in the U-19 Girls Singles Badminton event.
Highlights:
With 10,810 pts in the recent Badminton World Federation (BWF) Junior
rankings, Tasnim Mir became the first Indian to achieve World No. 1 in the
Under-19 (U-19) Girls Singles category.
Mariia Golubeva of Russia and Lucia Rodriguez of Spain are her
competitors. In 2021, she won three Junior International Tournaments in
Bulgaria, France, and Belgium, propelling her to the top of the rankings.
The Badminton World Federation was established on July 5, 1934.
The headquarters of the Badminton World Federation is in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, and the President of the Badminton World Federation is Poul-Erik
Hyer Larsen.
Lakshya Sen, Siril Verma, and Aditya Joshi are the World No. 1 Boys'
Singles players.
At the age of 14, she earned the national junior champion (U-19) title, as
well as national titles in the under-13, under-15, and under-19 girls' singles
categories.
The 16-year-old from Gujarat was recognized for her outstanding
performance last year when she won three junior international competitions
and jumped three positions to the top of the junior global rankings.

The 9th Edition Of Women National Ice Hockey Championship
The 9th Women's National Ice Hockey Championship-2022 officially begins.
Highlights:
The 9th Women's National Ice Hockey Championship-2022 was launched in
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Himachal Pradesh at the Ice Skating Rink in Kaza, Lahaul Spiti district.
For the first time in the state, a national-level ice hockey competition and
development site is being held.
This mega event is being attended by teams from Himachal Pradesh,
Telengana, Ladakh, ITBP Ladakh, Chandigarh, and Delhi.
The Championship was inaugurated by the state's Chief Minister, Jai Ram
Thakur.
This is the first time the state has hosted a National Level Ice Hockey
Competition and Development Camp.
The State Youth Services and Sports Department, in cooperation with the
Ladakh Women Ice Hockey Foundation, organized the first Basic Ice
Hockey ten-day Coaching Camp in Kaza in 2019.
The State Government already has announced the establishment of a HighAltitude Sports Center in Kaza at a cost of Rs. 16 crore.

The Best FIFA Football Awards 2021 Presented By FIFA
The FIFA Best FIFA Football Awards are given out by FIFA (Federation
Internationale de Football Association).
Highlights:
It was given for the first time in 2017. It brought back the FIFA World
Player of the Year award, given out by FIFA until 2015.
Brazilian players have won most FIFA awards, including the recently
introduced Best FIFA Football Awards and the FIFA World Player Awards.
Other players from France, Portugal, and Italy frequently win FIFA awards.
FIFA, a nonprofit organization, is the world's governing body for futsal,
football, and beach soccer.
Futsal is a sport that is played on a hard court. It's a miniature football game.
It is related to five-a-side football and indoor soccer.
Best FIFA Football Awards 2021
Best Player in the world (men): Robert Lewandowski
Best Player in the world (women): Alexia Putellas
Special best Men award: Cristiano Ronaldo
Best Goalkeeper (men): Edouard Mendy

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

FIFA Puskas Award: Erik Lamela
Best Coach (men): Thomas Tuchel
FIFA World Player of the year
It is the forerunner to the Best FIFA Football Awards and was presented
around 1991 and 2015.
Captains, coaches, and media representatives chose the best player
nominees.
Marta, a Brazilian player who has five times, won the award, was the
award's youngest recipient. Ronaldo was yet another young player to receive
the award. He was 20 years old when he received it.

AFC Women's football Asian Cup 2022 To Be Hosted By India
The AFC Women's Football Asian Cup India 2022 will be held in Mumbai, Navi
Mumbai, and Pune beginning on January 20, 2022.
Highlights:
Twelve teams will compete for the trophy during the tournament.
The AFC Women's Asian Cup India will also serve as the final stage of
Asian qualification for the FIFA Women's World Cup, held in Australia and
New Zealand in 2023.
Five teams will directly qualify for the main event, while two will advance
to the inter-confederation play-offs.
Japan is the defending Women's Asian Cup champion, having won it in
2018.
Hosts India has been assigned to Group A, including China, Chinese Taipei,
and Iran. Australia, Thailand, the Philippines, and Indonesia have been
assigned to Group B.
Japan, the defending champion, is in Group C with South Korea, Vietnam,
and Myanmar.

Sania Mirza To Retire After 2022 Season
Sania Mirza, India's most accomplished female tennis player, has announced that
she will retire from the sport at the end of 2022.
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Highlights:
In 2013, the 35-year-old had previously withdrawn from singles events.
Sania has six Grand Slam singles, doubles, and mixed doubles titles to her
credit.
Her most recent highlight occurred on September 26, 2021, when she won
the Ostrava Open in women's doubles with Chinese partner Shuai Zhang.
Sania Mirza is an Indian professional tennis player who was born on
November 15, 1986. She is a former world No. 1 in doubles and has six
Grand Slam wins to her credit.
She was named India's No. 1 player by the Women's Tennis Association
from 2003 till her retirement from singles in 2013.
She is India's highest-ranked female player, having reached world No. 27 in
mid-2007. However, a significant wrist injury prompted her to retire from
singles and concentrate on doubles.
He has set a number of records for women's tennis in her home country,
including earning more than $1 million in her career (in total, over $6.9
million), winning a singles WTA title, and winning three Grand Slam titles
(three each in women's doubles and mixed doubles), as well as qualifying for
(and winning) the WTA Finals in 2014 with Cara Black, and defending the
title the following year with Martina Hingis.
In October 2005, Time named Mirza one of the "50 Heroes of Asia." Mirza
was selected to The Economic Times' list of "33 women who made India
proud" in March 2010.
On November 25, 2013, she was named the UN Women's Goodwill
Ambassador for South Asia during a ceremony commemorating the
International Day to End Violence Against Women.
She was selected to Time magazine's 2016 list of the world's 100 most
powerful people.

Security Concerns In Chinese Olympics App
Amid concerns about cybersecurity in the Chinese Olympics App, National
Olympic Committees (NOC) are going to advise athletes from some Western
nations to leave personal devices at home or use temporary phones during the
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Winter Games in Beijing.
Highlights:
NOCs will provide temporary devices to their athletes and staff in order to
eliminate security risks and combat any surveillance during Games.
The Games will be held in Beijing, China, from February 4 to February 20.
MY2022 app
All attendees will use the MY2022 app to track their health, particularly
covid-19 on a daily basis. It does, however, have security flaws.
The app does not provide file encryption and has security flaws, leaving
users vulnerable to data breaches.
United States Olympic And Paralympic Committee
According to the United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee, it
should be presumed that every text, online visit, email, and application
access can be compromised or monitored.
The advisory recommends renting or using disposable laptops and phones
while in Beijing, as well as deleting all data from personal devices before
and after travel.
It also advises members to install virtual private networks (VPNs) on their
devices before departing the United States.
It adds that, while safeguards are in place to protect their systems and data,
there should be "no expectation of privacy, data security, or privacy while
they operate in China."
Other Countries
The Canadian Olympic Committee also advised members to leave personal
devices at home and to be extra cautious, as the Olympics provided a unique
opportunity for cybercrime.
Swiss and Swedish committees will provide new devices to their teams and
have briefed them on cybersecurity measures.
The British Olympic Association also provided athletes and staff with
practical advice on how to bring personal devices to Beijing.
Athletes who requested temporary devices would be provided with them.

Syed Modi badminton 2022 Title Won By PV Sindhu
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PV Sindhu, an ace Indian shuttler, has won the women's singles title at the Syed
Modi International Tournament in Lucknow.
Highlights:
PV Sindhu, an ace Indian shuttler, has won the women's singles title at the
Syed Modi International Tournament in Lucknow.
Sindhu defeated fellow Indian Malvika Bansod 21-13 21-16 to win her
second Syed Modi title, following her victory in 2017.
From January 18 to 23, 2022, the Babu Banarasi Das Indoor Stadium in
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, hosted the 2022 Syed Modi International
badminton tournament.
Winners
Men's singles: The final between Arnaud Merkle and Lucas Claerbout was
declared a 'No Match' after one of the finals tested positive for Covid-19.
Man Wei Chong and Tee Kai Wun won the men's doubles (Malaysia)
Anna Cheong and Teoh Mei Xing won the women's doubles (Malaysia)
Ishaan Bhatnagar and Tanisha Castro in Mixed Doubles (India).

National Ice Hockey Championship 2022 Won By Ladakh Team
The Ladakh women's team won the 9th National Women's Ice Hockey
Championship in Himachal Pradesh.
Highlights:
The Ladakh women's team won the 9th National Women's Ice Hockey
Championship in Himachal Pradesh.
The Ice Hockey Association of India hosted the championship in the Kaza
area of Himachal Pradesh's Lahaul-Spiti district.
Six teams from Delhi, Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Chandigarh, Telangana,
and the Indo-Tibetan Border Police competed in the championship.
The union territory was represented in the championship by a total of 20
players.
Ladakh Lieutenant Governor R K Mathur and Ravinder Kumar, Ladakh
Secretary, Youth Services and Sports Department, congratulated the team on
bringing honor to the union territory.
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From January 15 to 21, the championship was held in the Himachal Pradesh
town of Kaza.
Meanwhile, a group of 40 female players 20 from Leh and an equal number
from Kargil have completed a 30-day Ice Hockey Developmental Camp at
Kaza.

Neeraj Chopra Awarded Param Vishisht Seva Medal
President Ram Nath Kovind will award Olympian Neeraj Chopra the Param
Vishisht Seva Medal on the eve of Republic Day.
Highlights:
President Ram Nath Kovind will award Olympian Neeraj Chopra the Param
Vishisht Seva Medal on the night of Republic Day.
He is the first Indian track & field athlete to win an Olympic gold medal. In
the Indian Army, Neeraj is a Subedar.
In 2016, he enlisted in the 4 Rajputana Rifles as a direct entrance to Naib
Subedar.
He was selected to attend the Mission Olympics Wing and Army Sports
Institute in Pune for training.
Chopra received the Arjuna Award in 2018 and the Vishisht Seva Medal
(VSM) in 2020 for his sporting achievements.
During the 2022 Republic Day celebration, the Haryana state would also
display a life-size copy of Tokyo Olympic gold medallist Neeraj Chopra in
the form of a tableau.
At the Rashtrapati Bhawan, President Ram Nath Kovind will present 384
defense personnel with gallantry and other medals.

The 2022 Melbourne Summer Set Won By Rafael Nadal
Rafael Nadal is the winner of the Melbourne Summer Set tennis tournament in
2022.
Highlights:
Rafael Nadal, the world number six, won the men's singles tennis title at the
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2022 Melbourne Summer Set 1.
Nadal won his 89th ATP title after defeating American qualifier Maxime
Cressy 7-6(6), 6-3.
Simona Halep won her 23rd WTA championship after defeating Russia's
Veronika Kudermetova 62, 63 in the women's singles.
Meanwhile, American Amanda Anisimova won the women's singles tennis
title at the Melbourne Summer Set 2 tennis tournament, earning her second
career WTA title.
Bernarda Pera and Katerina Siniakov of the United States won the women's
doubles tennis title.

2022 Adelaide International 1 Won By Gael Monfils
The 2022 Adelaide International 1 tennis tournament is won by Gael Monfils.
Highlights:
Gael Monfils of France defeated Karen Khachanov of Russia in the men's
singles tournament of the 2022 Adelaide International 1 to win his 11th ATP
championship.
In the women's event, world number one Ashleigh Barty defeated
Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina to earn her second Adelaide International
championship.
The 2022 Adelaide International 1 was a tournament that featured both ATP
Tour 250 and WTA 500 players.
Other Winners:
Gael Monfils wins the men's singles (France)
Ashleigh Barty won the women's singles event (Australia)
Rohan Bopanna and Ramkumar Ramanathan won the men's doubles (India)
Ashleigh Barty and Storm Sanders won the women's doubles (Australia)

Nodirbek Abdusattorov: World Rapid Chess Champion 2021
The World Rapid Chess Championship 2021 was won by Nodirbek Abdusattorov.
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Highlights:
Nodirbek Abdusattorov (Uzbekistan) defeated Ian Nepomniachtchi (Russia)
in a tiebreaker to win the World Rapid Chess Championship 2021 and
dethrone Magnus Carlsen, the current World Number 1.
Magnus Carlsen won the FIDE Championship in 2020. Nodirbek took home
the title and a $60,000 prize after losing only one match to Ukrainian Anton
Korobov and tying in five others.
The Mard Uglon ("Brave Son") Presidential medal was presented to the
Uzbeki Grand Master (GM).
GM Alexandra Kosteniuk won the women's world rapid title with 9/11,
gaining the majority of her points on day two when she took a 1.5-point lead
over the field.
Second place went to IM Bibisara Assaubayeva, who is likewise 17 years
old, while third place went to GM Valentina Gunina.
Carlsen came in third place and GM Fabiano Caruana came in fourth,
despite both scoring 9.5/13.
Due to a contentious tiebreak rule in the tournament, the two failed not to
qualify for the playoffs.
The World Blitz Chess Championship will begin at 6 a.m. Pacific/15:00
Central Europe on Wednesday, December 29.

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

OBITUARY
Kenyan Conservationist Richard Leaky Passes Away
Richard Leaky, a renowned Kenyan conservationist and fossil hunter, has died on 2
January 2022.
Highlights:
Richard Leakey, a well-known Kenyan politician, conservationist, and fossil
hunter, has died. The discovery of 'Turkana Boy' in 1984 is credited to the
legendary paleoanthropologist, and it led to able to introduce of proving that
the human race evolved in Africa.
Turkana boy is the most full human ancestor Skelton ever discovered.
The study of human evolvement through fossil and archaeology records is
known as paleoanthropology.
Leakey is also known for spearheading anti-ivory campaigns in order to save
the African elephant population.
Richard Erskine Frere Leakey FRS was born on December 19, 1944, in
London, England.
Kenyan paleoanthropologist, conservationist, and politician Richard Erskine
Frere Leakey Leakey worked in Kenya for a number of years, mostly in
archaeology and nature conservation institutions.
He was the Director of Kenya's National Museum, the founder of the nongovernmental organization WildlifeDirect, and the Chairman of the Kenya
Nature Conservation Service.
In an educational collaboration with Stony Brook University, where he had
been an anthropology professor, Leakey co-founded the Turkana Basin
Institute. Until his death, he was the chair of the Turkana Basin Institute.

War Veteran Vice Admiral S H Sarma Passes Away
Vice Admiral S H Sarma, a veteran of the Indian Navy's 1971 war, has died on 3
January.
Highlights:
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Vice Admiral S.H. Sarma, a veteran of the Indian Navy's 1971 Indo-Pak
war, has died at the age of 100.
During the war in 1971, he was the Flag Officer Commanding the Eastern
Fleet. In the 1971 war, India defeated Pakistan, resulting in the formation of
Bangladesh.
Vice Admiral Sarma turned 100 years old on December 1st of last year. In
addition, he recently attended the Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav in Delhi.
During the 1971 war, Sarma was the Flag Officer Commanding the Eastern
Fleet.
At 6.20 p.m., he died in a private hospital in Bhubaneswar.
His mortal remains will be taken to his home here on Tuesday, where people
can pay their respects, according to his family. On January 5, the cremation
will take place.
In the 1971 war, India defeated Pakistan, resulting in the formation of
Bangladesh.

Founder Of Shillong Chamber Choir Neil Nongkynrih Passes Away
Neil Nongkynrih, the founder of the Shillong Chamber Choir (SCC) and a
renowned Indian concert pianist, has died.
Highlights:
During former US President Barack Obama's and Michelle Obama's visit to
India in 2010, SCC performed for them.
Neil Nongkynrih, or Uncle Neil, was the founder of the Shillong Chamber
Choir and a renowned pianist. He was 51 years old at the time.
During the live transmission program of Indian space rocket Chandrayaan
2's arrival on the moon, SCC's version of 'Vande Mataram was played.
He was given the Padma Shri, India's fourth-highest civilian honor, in 2015.
Neil died on January 5th at the Reliance Hospital in Mumbai after a short
illness.
In 2010, Neil's choir won India's Got Talent. In 2015, he received the Padma
Shri award.

Pandit Birju Maharaj Passed Away
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Pandit Birju Maharaj, a legendary Kathak dancer, has perished on 17 January.
Highlights:
Pandit Birju Maharaj, a legendary Kathak dancer, died at the age of 83.
He was affectionately known as Pandit-Ji or Maharaj-Ji by his pupils and
millions of followers were one of India's best-known artists.
He was a winner of the country's second-highest civil award, Padma
Vibhushan. Birju Maharaj was a Kathak dancer's descendent, as were his
two uncles, Shambhu Maharaj and Lachhu Maharaj, as well as his father and
master, Acchan Maharaj.
Birju Maharaj was a master vocalist who could do Thumri, Dadra, Bhajan,
and Ghazal.
Five children, three daughters, and two sons, as well as five grandchildren,
survive him.
He had a kidney problem and had been on dialysis for the past month
because of his high blood sugar. He most likely died of a heart attack.
On February 4, the Kathak maestro would have turned 84 years old.

Social Activist Shanti Devi Passed Away
Shanti Devi, a social crusader who won the Padma Shri award, has perished.
Highlights:
Shanti Devi died on January 17 in Rayagada, Odisha. She was 88 years
old.
Shanti Devi, an Odisha social worker and Padma Shri awardee known as the
"Voice of the Poor."
Lugdi Devi was another name for her. She was well-known for her
commitment to helping the poor and dedicated to helping in Maoist-affected
districts of Odisha.
On November 9, 2021, she earned the distinguished Padma Shri honor from
President Ram Nath Kovind.
Shanti Devi, born in the Balasore area in 1934, began working in the social
sector at a young age.
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At 17, she wedded Ratan Das and moved to Koraput.
Shanti Devi began her humanitarian activity by establishing an ashram in
Rayagada's Gobarapalli neighborhood.
She strived to help native girls develop and receive an education. She then
moved to Gunupur, where she established her now-famous ashram in 1964
and educated tribal females.
Shanti Devi has established a new sanctuary for leprosy patients in
Jabarguda, in the Rayagada district's Padmapur block.
Shanti Devi devoted most of her life to the holistic development of tribal
female children, including education, rehabilitation, and vocational training
for orphans and underprivileged youngsters.
Shanti Devi received the Jamunalal Bazaz Award and the Radhanath Rath
Peace Award in addition to the Padma Shri in 2021.

Bengali Comics Artist Narayan Debnath Perished
Narayan Debnath, an iconic Bengali comics artist, writer, and illustrator, has passed
away.
Highlights:
Narayan Debnath, a famed Bengali comics artist, writer, and illustrator, has
died after a long illness.
He was 97 years old. He died while undergoing treatment at the hospital last
week, died at 10.15 am On 18 January.
The celebrated cartoonist created popular Bengali comic strips such as
Handa Bhonda (1962), Bantul the Great (1965), and Nonte Phonte (1966).
He holds the record for longest comics by a personal artiste for the Handa
Bhonda comics series, which has now been running for 60 years.
Debnath was awarded the Padma Shri, India's fourth-highest civilian honor,
in 2021.
Debnath was also honored with the Sahitya Akademi award in 2013, as well
as the Banga Bibhushan by the West Bengal government in the same year.
In 2015, Rabindra Bharati University bestowed upon him an honorary
D.Litt.
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Saoli Mitra, Bengali Theatre Personality, Passes Away
Saoli Mitra, a well-known Bengali theatre personality, has perished on January 16.
Highlights:
Shaoli Mitra was an Indian Bengali theatre and film actress, director, and
playwright born in 1948.
In Ritwik Ghatak's Jukti Takko Aar Gappo, she played Bangabala. She is the
daughter of theatre personalities Sombhu Mitra and Tripti Mitra.
In 1974, she appeared in Ritwik Ghatak's avant-garde film Jukti Takko Aar
Gappo.
She also wrote, directed, and acted in the hugely successful Katha
Amritsamman (Words Like Nectar), another Mahabharata adaptation.
Mitra received the Sangeet Natak Akademi in 2003 the Padma Shri in 2009.
The Banga Bibhusan in 2012 will be remembered for her solo performances
as Draupadi in Naathvati Anaathbat (Five Husbands, Yet an Orphan), which
she also wrote the screenplay and directed as Sita in Sitakatha.

Major Hari Pal Singh Ahluwalia Passed Away
Major Hari Pal Singh Ahluwalia, the founder of the Indian Spinal Injuries Centre, a
professional mountaineer, and a Padma Shri laureate, passed suddenly.
Highlights:
Major Hari Pal Singh Ahluwalia, a well-known professional mountaineer,
passed away on 14 January 2022.
Major Hari Pal Singh Ahluwalia received the Arjuna Award in 1965, the
Padma Shri in 1965, the Padma Bhushan in 2002, and the Tenzing Norgay
National Adventure Award in 2009.
His autobiography, "Higher Than Everest," is one of over 13 books he has
published.
Major Ahluwalia was also the president of the Indian Mountaineering
Foundation and the Delhi Mountaineering Association in the past.
He is the twenty-first man in the world to climb Mount Everest, and one of
just six Indian men to do it.
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With H. C. S. Rawat and Phu Dorjee Sherpa, he completed the fourth and
last serious attempt of the 1965 Indian Everest Expedition on May 29, 1965,
12 years to the day after the first climb of Mount Everest.
This was the first occasion three climbers had reached the top at the same
time. He was forced to use a wheelchair after sustaining a bullet wound to
his spine during the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965.
He was the Director-General of the Indian Spinal Injuries Centre.
He is the author of thirteen books and the creator of the award-winning
Beyond Himalaya series, which has aired on Discovery and National
Geographic channels around the world.

Saturnino de la Fuente, Passes Away
Saturnino de la Fuente Garca (Spain), the Guinness World Records bearer for the
oldest living person (male), died unexpectedly at 112 years and 341 days.
Highlights:
Saturnino de la Fuente Garca (Spain), the Guinness World Records keeper
for the oldest living person (male), died at the age of 112 years and 341
days.
Saturnino set the record for the oldest living person (male) in September
2021, when he was exactly 112 years and 211 days old.
He was born February 11, 1909, in the Len neighborhood of Puente Castro,
Spain.
He began as a cobbler in a shoe factory, later making army boots, and
eventually becoming a well-known artisan in the area.
His friends and family dubbed him "El Pepino." In 1933, he married
Antonina Barrio Gutirrez.
He had survived the 1918 Spanish flu pandemic and also observed the 1936
Spanish Civil War, which he avoided due to his small stature.
El Pepino was the father of seven children, the grandfather of fourteen
grandchildren, and the great-grandfather of 22 great-grandchildren.
Saturnino Garcia was only three weeks away from turning 113 on February
8, 2022.
Jeanne Louise Calment of France, who died in 1997 at the age of 122 years
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as well as 164 days, was the oldest person ever to live.
Meanwhile, Japan's Kane Tanaka, the world's oldest living person,
celebrated his 119th birthday just a few days ago.

Thiru R. Nagaswamy Passed Away
Thiru R. Nagaswamy, a renowned archaeologist, has perished on 23 January.
Highlights:
Ramachandran Nagaswamy, a well-known Indian historian, archaeologist,
and epigraphist from Tamil Nadu, has died.
He was 91 years old. He was the first director of the Department of
Archaeology of the Tamil Nadu government.
Nagaswamy was well-known for his work on Tamil Nadu temple
inscriptions and art history. Nagaswamy was awarded the Padma Bhushan,
India's third-highest civilian honor, in 2018.
He has written over 100 books, the most recent of which was 'Senthamizh
Naadum Pandbum,' which was released in January 2022.
Ramachandran Nagaswamy was an Indian historian, archaeologist, and
epigraphist best known for his work on Tamil Nadu temple inscriptions and
art history.
He was the Director of the Archaeology Department in Tamil Nadu.
In 1980, he was also instrumental in establishing the annual Chidambaram
Natyanjali festival. He was born on August 10, 1980.

Captain Charanjit Singh Passed Away
Former Hockey mid-fielder Charanjit Singh has died On 27 January.
Highlights:
Former Hockey mid-fielder Charanjit Singh has passed away after suffering
asystole and prolonged age-related illnesses.
Charanjit Singh was born in Mairi in Amb subdivision of Una in Himachal
Pradesh, then a part of undivided Punjab, on 3 February 1931.
He was a passed-out student of Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana.

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

He was 90. He was the Captain of the Indian team, which won gold within
the Tokyo Olympics of 1964.
He was also a member of the Indian team, winning silver medals within the
1960 Games in Rome and the 1962 Asian Games in Jakarta.
In his time, he was the most halfback of the Indian side, feeding the ball to
Ragbhir Bhola, Prithipal, and Jaswant Singh.
Charanjit remained a daily member of the Indian team from 1958 to 1965,
including the 1962 Asian Games, where he missed the ultimate game

Baba Iqbal Singh Ji, Educationist/Social Leader, Passed Away
Baba Iqbal Singh, the founder of Akal Academies and a Padma Shri awardee, died
on January 29th at the age of 96 in Himachal Pradesh's Sirmaur region.
Highlights:
Iqbal Singh passed away in the Sirmaur district's Baru Sahib. Iqbal Singh
Kingra was an educationalist and a socio-spiritual leader of the Sikh
community in India.
On January 28, Iqbal Singh was escorted to Baru Sahib in Sirmour, where he
began his journey of service to humanity in the footsteps of his guru Sant
Attar Singh Ji Maharaj.
In 2022, he was awarded the Padma Shri for his achievements in the field of
social work.
In 2008, he founded Eternal University, then in 2015, he founded Akal
University, Guru ki Kashi.
As the head of the Kalgidhar Trust, which he established in 1965. It now
runs 129 CBSE-affiliated schools with over 70,000 children.
These schools provide children from underserved communities with valuebased education.
He began with only 5 students in one classroom at Baru Sahib called Akal
Academy. He built the school with money from his pension.
Around 70 youngsters from adjacent districts applied for admittance the
following year, and numerous families volunteered to aid the trust.
In 1993, he founded Akal Academy in Muktsar, and by 1999, the trust had
established 19 academies throughout Punjab.
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The trust currently operates 129 schools across Punjab, Uttar Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Haryana.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
The 46th GST Council Meet In Delhi Chaired By Nirmala Sitharaman
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, Union Finance & Corporate Affairs Minister, presided
over the GST Council's 46th meeting in New Delhi.
Highlights:
The GST Council has advised deferring the decision to amend textile rate
recommendations made at the 45th GST Council meeting.
As a result, the present GST rates of 5% instead of 12 percent in the textile
industry will be maintained.
This convention takes on added significance because it takes place only days
before Sitharaman delivers the much-anticipated Union Budget 2022-23, for
which she has been having a series of pre-budget meetings with
stakeholders.
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will present India's Union Budget for
2022-23 on February 1, 2022.
In its second term, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's NDA government will
present its fourth budget.
Given the ongoing coronavirus illness (Covid-19) epidemic, the 2021-22
budget was given orally for the first time on 1 February.

National E-Governance Conference
The Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG), State
Government of Telangana, and Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology will host the 24th National E-Government Conference.
Highlights:
The conference will happen at Madhapur, Hyderabad, at the Hyderabad
International Convention Centre.
"India's Techade: Digital Governance in a Post-Pandemic World" will be the
theme of the conference.
Emerging technologies, universalization of public services, ease of life
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through good governance, universalization of public services, innovation
platformization, government re-engineering, and citizen participation in
government processes are the subtopics.
It will help e-governance efforts gain traction.
It gives businesses and government officials the chance to show off their
successful E-Government initiatives. This improves service delivery from
beginning to end.
Through Digital India, the Indian government is digitizing the country. EGovernance is critical for social development and promoting economic
inclusion.
To combat cyber fraud, fake news, and other forms of misinformation, it is
critical to progress toward secure e-government.
E-governance also aids in expense savings, service simplicity, and real-time
governance. Accountability and transparency are also aided by it.
National Awards for E-Governance 2021
The awards will be given out at the conference. The awards will be given out
in six different categories.
The awards will be given out to 26 E-Governance initiatives.
Excellence in government re-engineering for digitalization, excellence in
district-level e-governance, universalizing access to e-services, good citizencentric research, use of ICT in COVID-19 management, and remarkable use
of emerging technologies are the six categories.

IAMAI: 16th India Digital Summit 2022
The Internet And Mobile Association of India hosted the two-day virtual event on
January 11 and 12, 2022. (IAMAI).
Highlights:
Piyush Goyal, the Union Minister of Commerce and Industry, spoke
remotely at the 16th India Digital Summit in 2022.
"Supercharging Startups" was the summit's theme. The India Digital Summit
is the country's oldest digital industry event.
The Minister introduced 'LEAP' as a path forward to further enhance our
Startup ecosystem during the occasion.
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"LEAP" is the acronym for "Leverage, Encourage, Access, and Promote."
On DPIIT, there are presently 58,379 start-ups, with around one-third of
them being digital.
Significantly, India is ranked second in the world for the number of online
start-ups, with Bengaluru topping the list as one of the top three start-up
hotspots.
Currently, the industry employs around 5.7 million people. PayTM, Nykaa
and Policy Bazaar are among the digital start-ups whose IPOs are estimated
to raise a total of INR 30,000 crore.
There are currently 66 Unicorns and 30 Soonicorns in India, with a
combined value of INR 17.81 Lac Cr.

PM To Host India Central Asia Summit
PM Modi will host the India-Central Asia Summit on January 27. The five
presidents of Central Asia will attend the conference.
Highlights:
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan are
among them.
This is the first summit between India and Central Asia. The meeting will
take place entirely online.
Since Modi's trip to these Central Asian states in 2015, India has prepared
for the summit.
The leaders are scheduled to share their regional and international challenges
during the summit.
They are anticipated to concentrate primarily on security issues. Afghanistan
shares a border with both countries.
After the United States withdrew from Afghanistan in August 2021, the
Taliban took control. As a result, India's development efforts in Afghanistan
are yet incomplete. In addition, India's investments in Afghanistan's growth
were in vain.
China shares borders with Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, and the Kyrgyz Republic.
India and China have been locked in a 21-month deadlock.
The meeting highlights India's growing involvement with Central Asian

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

nations. They are India's extended neighborhood.
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SCHEMES
Ayush Aahaar Project
The project was started by the Ministry of AYUSH. Ayush Aahaar is a nutritious
meal plan. This diet will be provided in the ministry's canteen.
Highlights:
It was unveiled in the ministry's Ayush Bhawan canteen. The project's goal
is to encourage a healthy lifestyle through a well-balanced diet.
Kokum drink, gajar ka halwa, bhajani vada, and vegetable poha are all part
of a nutritious diet.
These dishes are nutrient-dense and well-liked by the general audience.
They're also simple to absorb.
As a test, the Ayush Aahaar is being introduced. Dishwashers will be given
forms to fill out. It is necessary to collect feedback.
A new diet will be established based on the responses. This is the first step
towards promoting the Ayush Lifestyle.
The ministry intends to raise awareness about the Ayush way of living.
AYUSH Aahaar
Its primary goal is to lessen the impact of lifestyle diseases. Heart disease,
type 2 diabetes, obesity, and stroke are all lifestyle disorders.
A nutritious diet, frequent exercise, and yoga are all part of the AYUSH
lifestyle. In terms of AYUSH practices, India is the world leader.
AYUSH is taught in over 500 colleges and 3000 hospitals across the
country. The diet could be implemented at these hospitals if the project is a
success.
In India, the AYUSH market is worth ten billion dollars. In the following
five years, it is expected to expand by 50%.
For AYUSH, there are no FDI restrictions. India is the world's secondlargest exporter of complementary and alternative medicines.
In wealthy countries, yoga and acupuncture are becoming more popular

Brand India Campaign

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

The Indian Commerce Ministry intends to begin a "Brand India Campaign" in order
to boost service and product exports to new markets.
Highlights:
India's overseas shipments are expected to exceed $400 billion in the fiscal
year 2021-22, prompting the beginning of the campaign.
The Brand India Campaign will act as an "umbrella campaign" to promote
India's exports of goods and services.
In the beginning, the campaign will concentrate on Indian exports in certain
areas such as gems and jewelry, textiles, plantation products such as tea,
coffee, and spices, healthcare, education, engineering, and pharmaceuticals.
Quality, technology, tradition, value, and innovation would be the focal
points.
Because diverse industries are now being marketed with individuality in
different ways, there is a need for such a unified approach.
India Brand Equity Foundation will be in charge of the Brand India
Campaign (IBEF).
Branding Steering Committee
A branding agency will be chosen as part of the campaign, and a Branding
Steering Committee would be formed.
Additionally, a consistent logo identity will be established, as well as
branding creatives such as films, television commercials, digital banners,
and print advertisements.
The campaign approach would be:
Focused export-oriented messaging to buyers and consumers
New markets
Indian talent
Tradition and modernity
Promotional events through digital channels & international events.
India Brand Equity Foundation (IBEF)
It is an Indian government-run export promotion agency that was founded in
1996 to promote the sale and distribution of Indian goods in global markets.
It was founded by the Department of Commerce, which is part of the
Commerce ministry.
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The Indian government funds and owns it. IBEF serves as a branding and
communications partner for India's participation in international trade shows.
Onsite branding, public relations, media advertisements, digital marketing,
knowledge kits, and report publishing are all managed by IBEF.

Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro Food Processing Enterprises Scheme
Under the PMFME Scheme, the Ministry of Food Processing Industries has
introduced six one-district product (ODOP) brands.
Highlights:
PMFME is the acronym for Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro Food
Processing Enterprises.
Amrit Phal: It's amla juice for Haryana's Gurugram. It's natural with lemon
juice added. Amrit Phal is priced at Rs 120 for 500 ml.
Cori Gold: Coriander powder was created for the Rajasthani city of Kota.
Because of its flavor, the product is one-of-a-kind. Cori gold prices 34
rupees per gram.
Kashmiri Mantra: Kashmiri red chiles are used to make this product. It was
created for the Jammu and Kashmir district of Kulgam. Seventy-five rupees
buy 100 grams of the Kashmiri mantra.
Madhu Mantra: It's a honey-like substance created for the Uttar Pradesh
district of Saharanpur. It's a honey with a variety of flora. Madhu mantra
honey is gathered from bees that are allowed to fly freely. Five hundred
grams of Madhu mantra will set you back 185 rupees.
Dilli Bakes, a bakery, created these whole wheat biscuits. It's one-of-a-kind
since it's created with jaggery rather than sugar. One hundred seventy-five
rupees get you 380 grams of whole wheat biscuits.
Somdana as a brand: Ragi flour was created for Maharashtra's Thane district.
It's free of gluten. Calcium, fiber, and iron are abundant in the Somdana.
Somdana is priced at 60 rupees for 500 grams.
The products are packaged distinctively and provide the product longer shelf
life.
Independent expenditures are made to help firms promote their sales through
e-commerce platforms.
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C2S Program
The federal government is requesting applications from 100 start-ups, MSMEs,
R&D organizations, and academics to train 85,000 engineers.
Highlights:
They are required to train in the areas of very-large-scale integration (VLSI)
and embedded device design under the "Chip to Start-up (C2S) Program."
Over the course of five years, the C2S program will result in the production
of 175 ASICs (application-specific integrated circuits), an IP core library,
and working prototypes of 20 systems on chips (SoC).
By injecting the culture of SoC/System Level Design at the Bachelors,
Masters, and Research levels, it will be a step toward leapfrogging in the
Electronics System Design & Manufacturing (ESDM) space.
It will also aid in the development of fabless design start-ups.
The program also covers every aspect of the electronics value chain,
including quality personnel training, research and development, system
design, hardware IP design, prototyping, application-oriented R&D, and
deployment.
C-DAC is the nodal agency for the C2S program's implementation (Centre
for Development of Advanced Computing).
C-DAC is a MeitY-affiliated scientific society. The Chips to Startup (C2S)
website is now accepting submissions for this program.
It will be open till the 31st of January 2022. Applications and proposals must
be submitted in the required format to the portal.
In the next six years, India will establish up approximately 20 semiconductor
design, component production, and display fabrication (fab) facilities under
this program.
Proposal Categories
Three applications in three categories are invited under the C2S program,
based on institution knowledge, technology readiness level (TRL), and
design experience:
SoCs/systems/ASICs/Reusable IP Core design and development (s)
Application-oriented working prototypes of IPs, SoCs, and ASICs are being
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developed.
ASIC/FPGA R&D with a focus on proof of concept.

Mana Ooru Mana Badi
The Telangana government introduced the Mana Ooru Mana Badi scheme.
Highlights:
The program will help the state build school infrastructure and will cost Rs
7,289 crores to implement. The program will assist more than 19.84 lakh
children.
In the first phase, the initiative will be deployed in 9,123 local council
schools and the public. The appropriate district collectors will provide
approval to build infrastructures under the scheme.
The initiative will be carried out by management committees established at
each school.
The cabinet decided to draft a new law to govern the fee structure of state
schools. This includes both public and private schools.
English medium education will be implemented in government schools. It is
planned to establish a women's university and a forest university.
Reservations for job recruitment are made for students who graduated from
the Forest College of Research and Institute in the Siddipet district.
These students will be given a 25% reservation in the recruits of Assistant
Conservators of Forests and a 50% reservation in the hiring of Forest Range
Officers.

Azadi Ke Amrit To Golden India Program
Azadi Ke Amrit To Golden India known as Azadi Ke Amrit Mahotsav se Swarnim
Bharat Ke Ore was launched on January 20, 2022, by PM Modi.
Highlights:
Azadi Ke Amrit Mahotsav means Festival of Independence and Swarnim
Bharat ke Ore means towards Golden India.
It marks the beginning of the Brahma kumaris' year-long celebration of
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Azadi ke Amrit. 15000 events and 30 campaigns will be held as part of the
initiative.
Ricky rez, a Grammy winner, will dedicate a piece of music to the event
during the event.
The programs will take place in hospitals and medical schools. It will
concentrate on health, spirituality, and nutrition.
It will include doctor conferences, cancer screening, and medical camps.
Self-Reliant Farmer initiatives include 75 farmer empowerment campaigns,
75 sustainable yogic farmer training programs, 75 farmer conferences.
The Peace Bus campaign will visit 75 cities. It will show the youth's positive
transformation.
The Cycle Rally will take place in various heritage sites. It will center on the
relationship between the environment and heritage.
A motorcycle campaign will be held between Mount Abu and Delhi. It will
cover a number of cities.
Swachh Bharat consists of a public awareness campaign, a cleanliness drive,
and community cleaning programs.
In the Indian context, immortality is not limited to physical existence. It is
the embodied experience of being one with the cosmos. All initiatives will
eventually center on this principle.
Seven Initiatives
Green initiatives under Mera Bharat Swasth Bharat
Self-reliant farmer initiatives under Atma Nirbhar Bharat
Women: Flag bearers of India
A cycle rally on Undiscovered India
Motorbike campaign on Unite India
Initiatives under Swachh Bharat Abhiyan

Telengana: KCR Kit Scheme
The Telangana government initiated the program. It is a charity program for
mothers and their children.
Highlights:
The KCR kit is given to the mother after she gives birth. The kit includes 16
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products required to keep the new baby clean and sanitary.
The baby's needs would be met for three months with the resources in the
kit.
Diapers, napkins, toys, mosquito nets, baby powder, baby oil, baby soaps,
and outfits are included in the kit.
K Chandrasekar Rao, the Chief Minister of Telangana, launched it in 2017.
Telangana's state government set aside Rs 605 crores for the scheme in
2017.
The scheme intends to lower the state's infant mortality rate. Telangana's
current IMR is 28 deaths per 1000 live births.
To track the health of mother and child, the state uses the Aadhar-based
Mom and Baby Tracking System.
Concerns
Recently, the plan has been accused of corruption. Private hospital newborns
were fraudulently included in the plan by the implementing officers.
The program is only available to newborns delivered in government
hospitals and is not available in private hospitals.
The kit is not available to mothers who have more than two children.
Also, mothers from other states are not eligible for the kit. The mothers must
have an Aadhar card issued by the state of Telangana.
It is also not available to mothers who give birth in private hospitals.
Funds Under The Scheme
The Telangana government additionally provides Rs 13,000 for a female
baby and Rs 12,000 for a boy infant in addition to the kit.
After the mother has completed two NC checkups, she will be given Rs
3,000. This will happen in the next five and a half months.
After the baby is delivered, an additional four thousand rupees is added. If
the kid is a boy, the price would be Rs 4,000.
If the baby is a girl, the price would be Rs 5,000. Two thousand rupees are
given when the first month of vaccines is completed.
After the second month of immunization, three thousand rupees are paid.

Drone Certification
On January 26, 2022, the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) notified a drone
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certification scheme for ensuring minimum safety and quality requirements because
it'll boost indigenous manufacturing.
Highlights:
The drone certification scheme was reported under Rule 7 of the liberalized
Drone Rules, 2021.
The scheme will help in drones' more straightforward, faster, and transparent
type-certification.
It will help grow the drone manufacturing industry in India, alongside the
liberalized drone rules, production-linked incentive program, airspace map,
and one window Digital Sky Platform.
It is another stage in making India a drone hub of the planet by 2030.
PLI Scheme
The Ministry of Civil Aviation approved the PLI scheme for drones in
September 2021.
It also approved the drone parts with Rs 120 crore for 3 financial years.
The PLI scheme was established as a follow-through of the liberalized
Drone Rules, 2021, which was released by the ministry on August 25, 2021.
A multi-stakeholder committee (MSC) chaired by a known professional will
oversee the certification scheme associated with the standard Control of
India (QCI).
The MSC also will be supported by a certification committee, and a
technical committee constituted by the QCI.
Certification Criteria And Objective
The certification criteria mentioned in the drone certification scheme (DCS)
will apply to indigenous drone manufacturers, importers, and assemblers.
The Drone Certification Scheme was launched to provide minimum
airworthiness, safety, and security requirements for drones.
The scheme also aims to enable their evaluation for certification.
Quality Council of India (QCI)
QCI was found out as an autonomous body in 1997.
It had been set up jointly by the government of India and Indian Industry
represented by three industry associations, namely Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM), Federation of Indian
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Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), and Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII).
It had been found to build and operate a national accreditation structure and
promote quality through National Quality Campaign.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Director-General Of Indian Coast Guard: V.S Pathania
The Indian Coast Guard has a new Director-General, V.S Pathania.
Highlights:
V.S. Pathania succeeded Krishnaswamy Natarajan as the 24th Director
General (DG) of the Indian Coast Guard, who had retired.
He attended Defence Services Staff College in Wellington, New Zealand,
and National Defence College in New Delhi.
In November 2019, he was promoted to Additional Director General and
assigned to Visakhapatnam as Coast Guard Commander (Eastern Seaboard).
Pathania has held several key positions afloat and ashore during his 36-year
career, including command of all classifications of Coast Guard ships,
including the Inshore Patrol Vessel 'Ranijindan,' Offshore Patrol Vessel
(OPV) 'Vigraha,' and advanced OPV 'Sarang,' according to the statement.
In November 2019, he was promoted to Additional Director General and
assigned to Visakhapatnam as Coast Guard Commander (Eastern Seaboard).
President's Tatrakshak Medal for Outstanding Service, Tatrakshak Medal for
Gallantry, and DG Coast Guard Commendation have all been awarded to
Pathania.

Chairman And CEO Of Railway Board: Vinay Kumar Tripathi
Vinay Kumar Tripathi, a 1983 batch Indian Railway Service officer, has been
appointed as the new Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Railway Board.
Highlights:
He is currently the General Manager of the Northeastern Railway and is the
Chairman of the Railway Board.
The Indian Railway Board, which reports to the national assembly through
the Ministry of Railways, is the apex body of the Indian Railways.
The Cabinet Appointments Committee not only approved Tripathi's
appointment for six months beginning January 1 but also granted him an
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extension until December 31, 2022.
Vinay Kumar Tripathi has completed advanced management training in
Switzerland and the United States.
Tripathi was instrumental in the commissioning and indigenization of stateof-the-art three-phase locomotives, which are now India's workhorses.
Tripathi has extensive experience in railway administration and
management.

First Women Head Of Oil And Natural Gas Corporation: Alka Mittal
Alka Mittal is the first woman to lead the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC).
Highlights:
Alka Mittal, the director of human resources at ONGC, has been named
intervening period chairman and managing director (CMD) of the Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC), India's largest oil and gas producer.
She is the very first woman to hold the position of CEO at Maharatna.
Subhash Kumar, who retired on December 31, was replaced by her.
He was also acting as the interim head of the department.
Alka Mittal has been hired for a six-month term, beginning January 1, 2022,
and ending when a regular incumbent is appointed or until much farther
order, whichever comes first.
ONGC was founded on August 14, 1956, in Vasant Kunj, New Delhi.
She has been functioning as the corporation's Director (HR) and will now
take on the additional responsibility of interim CMD for a six-month period.
Mittal was brought in to replace another interim head, Subhash Kumar, who
stepped down after trying to reach retirement age on December 31, 2021.
ONGC's most senior director is Mittal. She has a master's degree in
economics, an MBA in human resources management, and a doctorate in
commerce and business studies.

DG Of National Mission For Clean Ganga- G Asok Kumar
G Asok Kumar has been appointed as the Director-General of the National Mission
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for Clean Ganga.
Highlights:
G Asok Kumar, an Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Jal Shakti, has
been named the new Director-General of the Ministry of Jal Shakti's
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG).
He succeeded Rajiv Ranjan Mishra as Director-General.
Kumar is known as "India's Rain Man" for his outstanding work in rainwater
harvesting as part of the "Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain" campaign.
National Mission for Clean Ganga:
On August 12, 2011, the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) was
registered as a society under the Societies Registration Act 1860.
It served as the execution arm of the National Ganga River Basin Authority
(NGRBA), which was established under the Environment (Protection) Act
(EPA) of 1986.
Following the formation of the National Council for Rejuvenation,
Protection, and Management of the River Ganga on October 7, 2016, the
NGRBA was dissolved (referred to as National Ganga Council).

UNSC Counter-Terrorism Committee Chair Assumed By TS Tirumurti
T S Tirumurti, India's Permanent Representative to the United Nations, has been
named Chair of the UN Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee for the
year 2022.
Highlights:
Beginning January 1, 2022, India will serve as the chairman of the UN
Security Council's Counter-Terrorism Committee (UNSC-CTC) for a year.
As Chair of the Counter-Terrorist Committee till 2022, India will seek to
increase the Counter-Terrorism Committee's role in strengthening the
multilateral counter-terrorism response and ensure that the global response
to the threat of terrorism remains unequivocal, unified, and effective.
India is now a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC), which has 15 members. It will finish its two-year tenure
on December 31, 2022.
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H.E. Mr. T. S. Tirumurti is a multilateral affairs expert with a long career in
the diplomatic service. He has done his job in a variety of positions since
joining the Indian Foreign Service in 1985.
He worked as Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs, overseeing the
Economic Relations portfolio, before taking up his career post as Permanent
Representative of India to the United Nations in May 2020.

Alikhan Smailov: New Prime Minister Of Kazakhstan
Kazakhstan has a new Prime Minister, Alikhan Smailov.
Highlights:
On January 11, Kazakhstan's President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
named Alikhan Smailov for Prime Minister.
Kazakhstan's parliament has unanimously accepted the election of
Alikhan Smailov as the country's new Prime Minister.
On January 11, 2022, Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
nominated him. From 2018 until 2020, Smailov, 49, served as the
country's finance minister.
In 2019, he was appointed as the Cabinet's first deputy prime minister.
Kazakhstan's capital is Nur-Sultan, and the Kazakhstani tenge is the
country's currency.
During the meeting, 89 deputies voted in favor of Alikhan Smailov's
candidacy. Between 2015 to 2018, Smailov served as the President of
Kazakhstan's Assistant.
He served as Finance Minister from September 2018 to February 2019.
Smailov was the first deputy prime minister in Tokayev's last
administration, which was dissolved last week amid protests in the oilrich Central Asian country.
Security officials in Kazakhstan have arrested 9,900 people as a result of
the protests.

Justice Ayesha Malik: Pakistans First Woman Supreme Court Judge
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Ayesha Malik will become Pakistan's first female Supreme Court judge.
Highlights:
After a high-power panel authorized the promotion of Lahore High Court
judge Ayesha Malik to the Supreme Court.
Pakistan is one step closer to installing the country's first female Supreme
Court judge. Malik's promotion was confirmed by the Judicial Commission
of Pakistan (JCP), led by Chief Justice Gulzar Ahmed, by a majority of five
votes to four.
The JCP is convening for the second time to vote on Justice Malik's
promotion.
Justice Malik's name was first presented to the JCP on September 9 of last
year, but the panel was evenly split, resulting in her candidacy being
rejected.
Justice Malik was appointed to the Lahore High Court (LHC) as a high court
judge in March 2012, and she is now ranked number four on the LHC's
judge seniority list.
If she is confirmed, she would serve as a Supreme Court judge till June
2031, when she will retire at the age of 65.
She will be Pakistan's most senior judge, with the possibility of becoming
the country's Chief Justice in January 2030.

New Chairman of ICHR: Raghuvendra Tanwar
The New Chairman of the Indian Council of Historical Research (ICHR) was
appointed. The New Chairman of ICHR is Raghuvendra Tanwar.
Highlights:
Raghuvendra Tanwar, a Kurukshetra University professor emeritus, has
been named chairperson of the Indian Council of Historical Research
(ICHR).
Tanwar's appointment is for three years, beginning on the day he takes the
position of Chairman and ending until additional orders are issued.
Tanwar, who began teaching at Kurukshetra University in August 1977, has
a stellar academic record, including two golds in MA History.
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The Indian Council of Historical Research's principal goal and objective is to
promote and direct historical research, as well as to support and cultivate
objective and scientific history writing.
The primary goal of the ICHR's agenda has been to improve the academic
quality of the output of its activities.
The Indian Council of Historical Research is a non-profit organization
dedicated to historical research.
The Indian Council Historical Research was founded on March 27, 1972,
with its headquarters in New Delhi.

The Next Army Vice Chief: Lt Gen Manoj Pande
The Government approved the proposal to appoint Lieutenant General Manoj
Pande as the next Vice Chief of Army Staff.
Highlights:
While the reservation of the next Chief of Defence Staff is awaited, the
Government approved the proposal on January 18 to appoint Eastern Army
Commander Lieutenant General Manoj Pande as the next Vice Chief of
Army Staff.
General Pande, the Eastern Army Commander, would succeed Lt Gen CP
Mohanty, who will retire on January 31.
In December 1982, General Pande was appointed into the Corps of
Engineers (The Bombay Sappers).
He started attending the Higher Command Course at Army War College,
Mhow, and the National Defence College (NDC) in Delhi.
He graduated from Staff College, Camberley (United Kingdom). Pande has
participated in Operation Vijay and Operation Parakram during his 37 years
of outstanding contribution.
He instructed an Engineer Regiment along the Line of Control in Jammu and
Kashmir, an Engineer Brigade as part of the Strike Corps, an Infantry
Brigade along the Line of Control, a Hill Division in the high-altitude area
of western Ladakh, and a Corps deployed along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) as well as Counter-Insurgency Operations in the northeast.
Lieutenant General Pande has held key staff positions, including Chief
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Engineer at the United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea.
He was the Director-General of Army Headquarters, where he was in charge
of discipline, ceremonial, and welfare issues.
The position of CDS became vacant following the death of Gen Bipin Rawat
in a helicopter crash on December 8.

Next IMFs Chief Economist: Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas
Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas has been named the next Chief Economist of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).
Highlights:
Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas, a French-born economist, has been named the
next chief economist of the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
He will succeed Gita Gopinath, the first woman to hold the position of head
economist at the Fund.
From January 21, 2022, he will serve as the IMF's first deputy managing
director. Gourinchas will begin working for the IMF part-time on January
24, 2022.
From April 1, 2022, he will assume a full-time position.
International Monetary Fund:
International Monetary Fund was Formed on 27 December 1945
IMF stands for International Monetary Fund. International Monetary Fund
Managing Director is Kristalina Georgieva
International Monetary Fund Headquarters is in Washington, D.C., USA
There are 190 International Monetary Fund Member Countries.

New ISRO Chief: Rocket scientist S Somanath
Dr. S Somanath, an experienced rocket scientist, has been named as the next
chairman and Space Secretary of the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).
Highlights:
He will succeed Kailasavadivoo Sivan, who will be stepping down at the end
of his extended term.
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The chairman of ISRO, the Space Secretary, and the head of the Space
Commission is normally held by the same individual.
Mr. Somanath has specialized in launch vehicle systems engineering,
structural design, structural dynamics, integration designs and procedures,
mechanism design, and pyrotechnics.
He is the Director of the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) in
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.
During the early stages of his career, he was a team leader for the Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) Integration.
Dr. S. Somanath:
Somanath, who was born in July 1963, received a Gold Medal for his
meritorious performance after graduating with a second-place finish in
Mechanical Engineering from Kerala University.
He then went on to complete his Post Graduation in Aerospace Engineering
from the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore.
He has received the Astronautical Society of India's (ASI) Space Gold
Medal, as well as ISRO's Performance Excellence Award-2014 and Team
Excellence Award-2014 for the GSLV Mk-III realization.

Daniel Ortega: President of Nicaragua For 5th Term
Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega is sworn in for a fifth term on 10 January.
Highlights:
Nicaraguan President Jos Daniel Ortega Saavedra was sworn in for a second
term as the leader of the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN).
This is his fifth term as President of Nicaragua, and his fourth in a row. He
will hold the position until January 2027.
The searing ceremony took place at the Plaza de la Revolucion, which is in
the northwest of the capital Managua.
Gustavo Porras, the head of the National Assembly, presented him with the
presidential sash.
Ortega's first term in office ended in 1990, and when he was re-elected in
2007, he immediately set about regaining control of major state institutions.
Months before the November elections, Ortega, 76, and Murillo, 70,
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oversaw the imprisonment of opposition leaders, including seven possible
presidential contenders.

Four New IIT Directors
On January 10, 2022, the government nominated new directors of the Indian
Institutes of Technology in Delhi, Indore, Madras, and Mandi.
Highlights:
The outgoing directors of IIT Delhi, Prof Ramgopal Rao, and IIT Madras,
Prof Bhaskar Ramamurthi, were on sabbatical.
In April 2021, their five-year terms came to an end. Prof Ajit Kumar, acting
director of IIT Mandi, and Neelesh Kumar Jain, acting director of IIT
Indore, were in charge.
IIT Madras was ranked first in the engineering category in the National
Institute Ranking Framework (NIRF) rankings for 2021.
IIT Delhi was ranked second, IIT Indore was ranked tenth, and IIT Mandi
was ranked thirty-first.
New Directors:
Prof Rangan Banerjee was appointed as the next director of IIT Delhi.
Prof V Kamakoti has been elevated as director of IIT Mandi.
Prof Laxmidhar Behera has been appointed as director of IIT Mandi
Prof Suhas Joshi has been appointed as director of IIT Indore.
Indian Institutes of Technology
The Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) are autonomous public
technological universities. They have been formed under the Ministry of
Education's supervision.
The Institutes of Technology Act of 1961 governs IITs.
The act designated the IITs as Institutes of National Importance and
established their powers, responsibilities, and governance framework.
Twenty-three institutes are listed in the 1961 Act. Each IIT is self-contained,
although they are united by a common council known as the IIT Council.
The Minister of Education serves as the IIT Council's ex officio
Chairperson.
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Chief Economic Advisor: Anantha Nageshwaran
Dr. V Anantha Nageswaran has been named the new Chief Economic Adviser by
the Indian government.
Highlights:
Dr. V Anantha Nageswaran has been named the new Chief Economic
Adviser by the Indian government.
The statement came just days before the Union Budget for 2022 on February
1 and the filing of the Economic Survey for 2021-22 on January 31.
This position has been vacant since December 17, 2021, when KV
Subramanian resigned. Previously, he served on the Prime Minister's
Economic Advisory Council (PMEAC).
Dr V Anantha Nageswaran:
Dr. Nageswaran, a well-known writer, author, teacher, and economic
consultant, has lectured at several business schools and management
colleges in India and overseas.
He was Dean of the IFMR Graduate School of Business and a guest
professor of Economics at Andhra Pradesh's Krea University before being
named Chief Economic Adviser.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
DRDO Foundation Day
On January 1, 2022, the "Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO)" celebrated its 64th anniversary.
Highlights:
In 63 years, the DRDO has changed India's defense research and
development landscape.
The DRDO was also instrumental in the fight against the COVID-19
pandemic.
With the help of the PM CARES Fund, it was able to set up around 850
oxygen plants and Covid hospitals.
It also created a drug called 2DG to combat covid-19. In India, synergy with
the defense industry in terms of development and production has reached
new heights, with more than 175 technology transfers occurring in 2021
alone.
Defense Research and Development Organisation
DRDO is the highest-ranking agency within the Ministry of Defence's
Department of Defence Research and Development.
It is in charge of research and development for the military. The
headquarters of the organization are in Delhi.
The Defence Science Organisation was formed on January 1, 1958, when the
Directorate of Technical Development & Production of Indian Ordnance
Factories and the Technical Development Establishment merged.
The Defence Research and Development Service (DRDS) was established in
1979 as a service for Group 'A' Officers/Scientists.
DRDO Works
The DRDO has 52 laboratories in its network. Aeronautics, electronics,
armaments, life sciences, land combat engineering, naval systems, materials,
and missiles are among the fields in which these laboratories are working.
The DRDO is India's largest and most diverse research organization. It is
made up of approximately 5,000 DRDS scientists and approximately 25,000
other scientific, technical, and support personnel.
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Dr. G Satheesh Reddy is the current Secretary and Chairman of the DRDO

World Braille Day: 4 January
On January 4, 2022, World Braille Day is observed.
Highlights:
Since 2019, the 4th of January has been designated as World Braille Day
around the world. The purpose of the day is to recognize blind people's right
to access braille and to raise awareness about the importance of braille as a
form of communication in the full realization of blind and partially sighted
people's human rights.
The day commemorates the birth anniversary of Louis Braille, the man who
invented Braille a system of writing for people with visual impairments.
Louis Braille was born on January 4, 1809, in the northern French town of
Coupvray.
Braille is a tactile portrayal of alphabetic and numerical symbols, as well as
musical, mathematical, and scientific symbols, using six dots to portray each
letter and number.
Blind and partially sighted people use Braille, named after its man who
invented in 19th century France, Louis Braille, to read the same books and
periodicals that are printed in a visual font.
As stated in article 2 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, braille is crucial for the implementation of education, freedom
of expression and opinion, and social inclusion.

World Day of War Orphans: Jan 6
On January 6, the World Day of War Orphans is observed to raise awareness about
the sufferings of children who have lost their parents as a result of the War.
Highlights:
Children are among the most marginalized and marginalized groups in any
conflict.
Children who have been wounded in a gun battle or who have been kept
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separate from their families require special attention in order to recover from
their war wounds, return to school, and resume a normal life.
The French organization SOS Enfants en Detresses created the World Day
of War Orphans to help children who have been orphaned by war.
An orphan is defined as a "child under the age of 18 who has lost both
parents to any cause of death," according to the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF).
Several awareness programs are held on World War Orphans Day to raise
awareness about the trauma that orphaned children face.
For many children around the world, the coronavirus pandemic has resulted
in issues such as food insecurity and access to basic health and sanitation
facilities.
The World Day of War Orphans is observed to raise awareness of the issues
that such children face, as well as to remind the international community of
its responsibility to ensure that such children have equal access to health and
educational opportunities.

As An Honour To Guru Gobind Singh's sons, Veer Baal Diwas Will Be
Observed On 26 December
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 9 Dec 2022 stated that starting this year,
December 26 will be observed as Veer Baal Diwas in honor of the Mughal's
execution of the 10th Sikh guru Gobind Singh's four sons. Modi's announcement
came on the anniversary of the birth of the Sikh guru.
Highlights:
He remarked that this is a worthy homage to the sahibzades fortitude and search for
justice.
On the same day that Sahibzada Zorawar Singh Ji and Sahibzada Fateh Singh Ji
were sealed alive in a wall, Veer Baal Diwas would be celebrated. These two greats
would rather die than deviate from Dharma's noble precepts.
Millions of people are inspired by Mata Gujri's bravery and principles, as well as
those of Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji and the 4 Sahibzades. They were unafraid to
stand up against injustice.
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Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas Celebrated on 9 January
The Pravasi Bhartiya Divas (PBD) also known as Non-Resident Indian Day
commemorates the contribution of Indians living in other countries to the
development of their homeland.
Highlights:
Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas is a day dedicated to the Indian community living in other
countries that occurs every two years.
The people of India commemorate this day on January 9.
The day is named after Mahatma Gandhi, the greatest Pravasi and our nation's
Father of the Nation.
In 1915, he returned from South Africa and became the leader of the Indian
independence movement. As a result, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has
commemorated this day every year from January 07-09 since 2003.
This practice will bring Indians living abroad together to contribute their
knowledge, expertise, and talents on a common platform.

National Startup Day Declared On January 16 By PM
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has declared January 16 to be "National Startup
Day."
Highlights:
The 16th of January has been designated as 'National Start-up Day' by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
PM Modi made the announcement through a video conference on January
15, 2022, as part of the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav's week-long event
"Celebrating Innovation Ecosystem." During the occasion, the Prime
Minister met with over 150 startups from various industries.
Growing from roots, nudging the DNA, from local to global, technology of
the future, establishing champions in manufacturing, and sustainable
development was among the six themes presented to the Prime Minister by
the startups, which were divided into six groups.
"Don't just keep your ideas local, make them global," the Prime Minister
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told the young entrepreneurs, emphasizing that Indian startups can easily
have made it to the world stage and reach other countries.
Keep this mantra in mind: "Let's innovate for India, from India."

Open Data Week Launched Ministry Of Housing And Urban Affairs
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs initiated Open Data Week, which takes
place between 17- 21 January.
Highlights:
It encourages the promotion of innovation in the country's urban ecosystem.
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs would publicize high-quality
blogs and data sets about intelligent cities throughout the week.
The data will be made available through an open data portal. And over sixty
cities have already had success stories published on the portal.
This is undergoing testing and is only accessible to experts.
The Open Data Week will demonstrate the advantages of open data, such as
innovation, transparency, and efficiency, as the week has been divided into
sections.
The ministry will publish APIs, dataset visualization, and data blogs to the
smart city open data portal during the first segment.
This is to be completed between the 17th and 20th of January. Data Day will
be observed during the second phase.
It enhances policy strategies and assists the government in developing new
plans. One city can benefit from the experiences of another.
It allows for increased public accountability. It provides more insight into
the development of ongoing programs.
Data Day
The Open Data Week celebration includes the Data Day celebration. It will
be observed on January 21, 2022.
Seminars, talks, hackathons, and training on various data tracks will be part
of the Data Day celebrations.
The week's primary goal is to raise awareness of the importance of data in
today's digital world.
It will build a platform for creating opportunities for data use.
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The event will raise data awareness.
It will generate new data combinations, resulting in new expertise and
information.

The 17th Raising Day Is Celebrated By NDRF
On January 19, 2022, the NDRF commemorated its 17th Raising Day.
Highlights:
Since its inception on January 19, 2006, the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) has celebrated Raising Day every year on January 19.
The NDRF will celebrate its 17th Raising Day in 2022.
There are 12 NDRF battalions located throughout the country, with up to
13,000 NDRF personnel working to make the country safer.
With its selfless service and unrivaled professionalism in disaster
management, the NDRF has earned a good name and fame both nationally
and internationally.
In its 3100 operations, the NDRF has saved over one lakh lives and
rescued/evacuated over 6.7 lakh people during disasters.
NDRF
The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) is an Indian specialized
force established by the National Disaster Management Authority under the
Disaster Management Act of 2005 to carry out special responses in disasterthreatening situations.
It was Formed in 2006, under the National Disaster Management Authority.
The NDRF's leader is known as the Director-General. The NDRF's Director
Generals are IPS officers on deputation from Indian police forces.
A three-star officer is the Director-General. The current Director Generals of
NDRF is Atul Karwal

International Day of Education: 24 January
Every year on January 24th, the world observes the International Day of Education
commemorates the role of education in promoting global peace and sustainable
development.
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Highlights:
Every year on January 24th, the world observes the International Day of
Education commemorates the role of education in promoting global peace
and sustainable development.
The first-ever International Day of Education was observed on January 24,
2019, in accordance with a motion passed by the United Nations General
Assembly on December 3, 2018, to commemorate the role of education in
development.
Changing Course, Transforming Education will be the theme of the 4th
International Day of Education in 2022.
The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization is in
charge of the celebration (UNESCO).
Importance
This year's International Day of Education will serve as a platform to
highlight the most critical transformations that must be nurtured in order to
realize everyone's fundamental right to education and build more
sustainable, inclusive, and peaceful futures.
It will spark discussion about how to enhance education as a public endeavor
and common good, how to try to guide the digital transformation, support
teachers, protect the planet, and unleash the potential in every individual to
contribute to collective health and our shared home.

National Girl Child Day: 24 January
National Girl Child Day (NGCD) is commemorated on January 24 in India.
Highlights:
National Girl Child Day (NGCD) is commemorated on January 24 in India.
The purpose of the day is to highlight the inequalities that girls face, to
promote the girl child's education, health, and nutrition, and to raise
awareness about a girl child's rights.
The day was first observed in 2008 as a joint initiative of the Ministry of
Women and Child Development and the Government of India.
The day was created to raise public awareness about all of the inequalities
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that girls face in the country.
The day raises awareness about a girl child's rights and emphasizes girl
education, health, and nutrition.
Steps Taken By The Government
Save the Girl Child,
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao,
Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana
CBSE Udaan Scheme
Free or subsidized education for the girl child,
Reservation for women in colleges and universities

Parakram Diwas
India will commemorate Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's 125th birthday on January
23, 2022.
Highlights:
His birthday is also known as "Parakram Diwas," which means "Courage
Day." This date was set for 2021.
The Indian government has declared the birth date of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose to be known as Parakram Divas.
Every year, January 23 is observed as Parakram Divas to honor and recollect
his independent spirit and selflessness to the nation.
The purpose of the day is to encourage Indians, particularly the youth, to act
with courage in the face of adversity. It also tries to instill a patriotic spirit in
young people.
The Trinamool Congress had declared 'Desh Nayak Diwas' to commemorate
Netaji's birth anniversary.
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
On January 23, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was born in Cuttack, Odisha.
Janakinath Bose and Prabhavati Dutt were his parents.
Netaji was a popular nickname for him, and he was one of India's most
notable independence fighters.
He established the Indian National Army (Azad Hind Fauj) to oust the
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British Empire from India. He was also a member of the Indian National
Congress's youth wing (INC).
He was also the President of the INC from 1938 to 1939. The cause of
Netaji's death is still unknown.According to government documents, he died
due to third-degree burns sustained in a plane crash in Taiwan.
However, some people believe that he survived the crash and went into
hiding to avoid the British.

National Tourism Day: January 25
The Indian government designated January 25 as National Tourism Day in order to
raise awareness about the importance of tourism to the Indian economy.
Highlights:
The Indian government designated January 25 as National Tourism Day in
order to raise awareness about the importance of tourism to the Indian
economy.
The day is observed to raise global awareness regarding the significance of
tourism and its social, political, financial, and cultural value.
The Ministry of Tourism is India's nodal agency for developing national
policies for tourism promotion and development.
It also works with central, state, and local government agencies, as well as
the public sector. The terms tourism and travel are frequently used
interchangeably.
Travel, on the other hand, is the movement of a person or a group of people
from one location to another for reasons such as work, health, education, or
visiting family.
Tourism, on the other hand, refers to a person's or group's recreational
movement.

National Voters Day: Jan 25
Every year on January 25, India observes "National Voters' Day" to encourage
more young voters to participate in the political process.

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

Highlights:
Every year on January 25, India observes "National Voters' Day" to
encourage more young voters to participate in the political process.
On January 25, 2022, the Election Commission of India will observe the
12th National Voters Day.
The theme of this year's NVD, 'Making Elections Inclusive, Accessible, and
Participative,' envisions a focus on ECI's commitment to facilitating active
voter participation during elections and making the entire process hassle-free
and memorable for all categories of voters.
Since 2011, every year on January 25, National Voters' Day has been
observed across the country to commemorate the founding day of the
Election Commission of India, i.e. January 25, 1950.
The primary goal of the NVD celebration is to encourage, facilitate, and
maximize enrolment, particularly among new voters.
The day is dedicated to the country's voters and is used to raise voter
awareness and encourage requests to be accepted in the electoral process.
Sukumar Sen was the first Chief Election Commissioner of Independent
India, and Sushil Chandra is the current 24th Chief Election Commissioner.

Data Privacy Day: 28 Jan 2022
Annually on 28 January, Data Privacy Day is commemorated to raise privacy
awareness.
Highlights:
The day is observed as "an international effort to raise awareness about the
need of respecting privacy, fostering trust, and protecting data."
Individual privacy is a means of safeguarding everyone's online safety.
As more people are forced to spend time in the virtual world due to the
covid-19 pandemic, it has become a hot issue of conversation in the digitally
connected world.
Failure to protect one's privacy could lead to exploitation and criminal
charges against internet users.
With the growth of instant messaging smartphone programs such as
WhatsApp and Telegram, people are becoming more concerned about data
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security.
Governments have been placing pressure on these firms to enable them to
access and establish "back doors" for law enforcement to gain access to
encrypted platforms, which will, in turn, create a safe place for citizens by
stopping the spread of viral misinformation.

International Holocaust Remembrance Day Is 27 January
On January 27, the International Day of Commemoration in Memory of Holocaust
Victims (International Holocaust Remembrance Day) is observed.
Highlights:
On January 27, the International Day of Commemoration in Memory of
Holocaust Victims (International Holocaust Remembrance Day) is observed.
"Memory, Dignity, and Justice" will be the UN's theme for Holocaust
memorial and education in 2022.
The purpose of the day is to memorialize the Holocaust, a catastrophe that
occurred during World War II.
Between 1941 and 1945, Nazi Germany, supported by its collaborators,
systematically murdered around six million European Jews, accounting for
roughly two-thirds of the Jewish population of Europe.
In 2005, the United Nations declared the day as an official memorial of the
victims of the Nazi dictatorship, as well as a day to promote Holocaust
education around the world.

International Customs Day: 26 January
The International Customs Day (ICD) is observed on 26 January per annum.
Highlights:
The day is widely known to acknowledge the role of customs officials and
agencies and specialize in the working conditions and challenges.
The International Customs Day (ICD) is observed on 26 January per annum.
The day is widely known to acknowledge the role of customs officials and
agencies and specialize in the working conditions and challenges that

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

customs officers face in their jobs.
This year, the theme was chosen by WCO for ICD is 'Scaling up Customs
Digital Transformation by Embracing a knowledge Culture and Building a
knowledge Ecosystem.'
The International Customs Day's objective is to spice leadership, guidance,
and support to customs administrations.
WCO strongly opines that while borders divide, the 'customs' establish a
connection between countries.
The day was instituted by the planet Customs Organization (WCO) to
commemorate 1953 when the inaugural session of the Customs Cooperation
Council (CCC) was held in Brussels, Belgium.
In 1994 the CCC was renamed World Customs Organization (WCO).
World Customs Organization headquarters is in Brussels, Belgium.
One hundred eighty-two countries hold world Customs Organization
Membership.
World Customs Organization Secretary-General is Kunio Mikuriya.

World Hindi Day 2022
The 10 January is designated as World Hindi Day. The World Heritage Centre has
announced that Hindi descriptions of India's UNESCO World Heritage Sites will be
available.
Highlights:
Vishwa Hindi Divas is another name for it. It is observed on 10 January to
commemorate the inaugural World Hindi Conference, which took place in
1975.
Nagpur hosted the event. Indira Gandhi, the then-Prime Minister of India,
hosted the event. The meeting drew delegates from more than 30 countries.
The day's primary goal is to promote the Hindi language over the world.
The decision to commemorate 10 January as World Hindi Day was adopted
in 2005 at a World Hindi Conference.
Manmohan Singh, the then-Prime Minister, made the announcement. In
2006, the inaugural World Hindi Day was observed.
On 14 September, the National Hindi Divas were observed. This day
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commemorates the establishment of Hindi as the national language of India.
In India, this is a national holiday. At the same time, Indian embassies
worldwide commemorate World Hindi Day.
More than 260 million people speak Hindi. It is the world's fourth most
widely spoken language.
English is the most widely spoken language. Spanish and Mandarin are the
following two languages.
World Heritage Sites
These are either natural or artificial environments, and locations necessitate
specific safeguards. They are significant on a global scale.
The importance of World Heritage sites to humanity cannot be overstated.
They are culturally significant.
The WHP is in charge of maintaining the list of sites. It is made up of 21
countries.
The location must be historically and geographically unique to be designated
as a World Heritage Site.
The location was chosen to serve the international community and national
interests. On the other hand, the member countries recommend including a
site on the list.

Armed Forces Veterans Day Observed On 14 January
Since 2017, the Armed Forces Veterans Day has been observed on 14 January in
India.
Highlights:
The purpose of the day is to recognize and honor our veterans' unselfish
devotion and sacrifice in the country's service. The 6th Armed Forces
Veterans Day will be held in 2022.
It is commemorated as a token of respect and gratitude for the contributions
of Field Marshal KM Cariappa OBE, the first Indian Commander-in-Chief
of the Indian Armed Forces, who retired on 14 January 1953.
Armed Forces Veterans Day is commemorated to reaffirm the commitment
of services to veterans' well-being and ensure that their vital input is always
welcome.
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Admiral Karambir Singh dedicated the song "Swarnim Vijay Varsh" to our
brave and gallant soldiers of the 1971 war last year.
Stalls for veterans' benefits are set up at various events, including a health
and medical check-up camp, job placement, and resettlement stand.
There are also exciting talks on pensions and other welfare-related topics.
Various government departments mark the occasion in their unique way.

World Leprosy Day 2022 Is On 30 January
Every year on the last Sunday in January, the world commemorates World Leprosy
Day. The World Leprosy Day in 2022 will be on January 30, 2022.
Highlights:
Every year on the last Sunday in January, the world commemorates World
Leprosy Day. The World Leprosy Day in 2022 will be on January 30, 2022.
The day is observed to raise global awareness of this devastating ancient
disease and to emphasize that it is preventable, treatable, and curable.
Every year on the 30th of January, the anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's
death, India commemorates World Leprosy Day.
"United for Dignity" is the topic of World Leprosy Day 2022 this year.
Raoul Follereau, a French philanthropist and writer, founded the day in 1954
as a tribute to Mahatma Gandhi's compassion for individuals suffering from
leprosy.
Leprosy:
Mycobacterium leprae causes leprosy, a chronic infectious illness
characterized by a bacillus (M. laprae).
Because M. leprae multiplies slowly, signs of the disease usually appear
after a long time of infection, on average 5 years.
The condition mostly affects the skin, peripheral nerves, upper respiratory
tract mucosa, and eyes.

World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day - 30 January
Every year on January 30, World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day (World NTD
Day) is commemorated.
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Highlights:
Every year on January 30th, World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day (World
NTD Day) is commemorated to raise awareness of neglected tropical
diseases (NTDs) as a serious public health concern and to make progress
toward their eradication.
'Achieving health equity to end the neglect of poverty-related diseases' is the
topic for 2022. "From neglect to care" is the tagline for 2022.
On January 30, 2020, the first World NTD Day was held. The United Arab
Emirates proposed that the day be recognized (UAE).
The World Health Assembly's 74th session approved a resolution
designating January 30 as World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day ('World
NTD Day').
On January 30, 2012, World NTD Day honors the simultaneous presentation
of the first NTD road map and the London Declaration on NTDs.
This is a new beginning for nations affected by neglected tropical diseases
(NTDs) and the global community of partners.

The 74th Martyrs Day: 30 January
Every year on January 30th, Martyr's Day, or Shaheed Diwas, is commemorated in
Mahatma Gandhi's honor.
Highlights:
Every year on January 30th, Martyr's Day, or Shaheed Diwas, is
commemorated in honor of Mahatma Gandhi, who was assassinated by
Nathuram Godse at Gandhi Smriti in the Birla House in 1948.
This year, the nation commemorated the 74th Martyrs' Day, also known as
Shaheed Diwas. The day is commemorated to honor and remember the
sacrifices made by freedom fighters in the fight for India's independence.
Martyrs' Day is commemorated on March 23 in India to honor Bhagat Singh,
Shivaram Rajguru, and Sukhdev Thapar, who was hanged on this day in
1931.
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On January 30, the President, Vice President, Prime Minister, and Defense
Minister assemble at the Rajghat to pay tribute to Mahatma Gandhi's
Samadhi by placing a garland of flowers on the Bapu's monument.
Armed forces members and inter-services contingents also pay respect to the
martyrs with a respectful salute.
On January 30, 1948, Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation, was killed
in the Birla House by Nathuram Godse during his evening prayers.
Nathuram Godse was attempting to excuse his actions by blaming Gandhiji
for the country's partition and the deaths of thousands of people during the
liberation movement.
He referred to Gandhiji as a fake and expressed no remorse for his actions.
Godse was sentenced to death on November 8th.
So, on this day, the 30th of January, Bapu died and was martyred. The day
was declared Shaheed Diwas, or Martyr's Day, by the Indian government.
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COMMITTEE
Energy Transition Advisory Committee
The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas established the Energy Transition
Advisory Committee. Tarun Kapoor, the former Secretary of the Petroleum
Ministry, is in charge.
Highlights:
It will concentrate on increasing the proportion of clean energy sources in
the country's energy mix, such as hydrogen, biofuel, nuclear, geothermal,
and tidal.
To assist India in meeting its 2070 net-zero emissions goal. Creating a road
map for the energy transition (within 6 months).
To develop a step-by-step plan for transitioning from fossil fuels to
renewable energy.
India announced its goal of achieving net-zero emissions by 2070 during the
Leaders Summit on Climate Change.
To accomplish this, oil companies were told to develop plans aimed at
increasing their clean energy portfolio.
These plans will be reviewed by the committee. It will also make
recommendations. In addition, the committee will make recommendations
for the plans' development.
The committee will provide guidance to the oil companies as they begin to
implement their transition plans.
Hindustan Petroleum, Indian Oil, and Bharat Petroleum, for example,
recently announced a joint venture to build 22,000 charging stations.
Functions
Of all the clean energies, the committee will concentrate on biofuel and
green hydrogen. It will devise strategies for enhancing its supply chains.
The biofuel plans will concentrate on establishing a long-term biomass
supply chain. It will also concentrate on improving the country's biofuel
infrastructure.
India intends to build 5,000 biogas plants in the near future.
These initiatives are being implemented because India is looking for ways to
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increase domestic fuel production. And the only way to do so is to increase
biofuel production.
The committee will concentrate on increasing the country's green hydrogen
production.
This has been given precedence over all other committee functions. The
committee will also focus on developing a strong green hydrogen value
chain.
The committee's Green Hydrogen plan will greatly aid India's National
Hydrogen Mission (NHM). The mission was announced in the budget for
2021-22.
The National Hydrogen Mission (NHM) aims to produce hydrogen from
renewable sources. Green hydrogen had been prioritized in India's climate
change and energy security plans.
Oil companies will be given transition plans by the committee. It will assist
the transportation sector in making the transition to clean energy.

A Panel To Examine Bill On Raising The Legal Age Of Marriage
Sushmita Dev is part of a 31-member panel that will look into a bill that would
raise the legal age of marriage.
Highlights:
A total of 31 members make up the parliamentary standing committee tasked
with studying "The Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill, 2021,"
with only one woman among them.
TMC MP Sushmita Dev is the only woman on the committee, which has a
total of 31 members.
The bill aims to raise the legal marriage age for women in India from 18 to
21 years old, bringing them in line with men.
The "Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006" and seven personal laws,
including the Indian Christian Marriage Act, the Parsi Marriage and Divorce
Act, the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, the Special
Marriage Act, the Hindu Marriage Act, and the Foreign Marriage Act, are all
being amended by the Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill
2021.
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Union minister Smriti Irani introduced the bill in the Lok Sabha in the winter
session of Parliament.
The document was then sent to a 31-member committee for review.
Supriya Sule, a member of the National Congress Party, said the panel's
chairman has the authority to invite other female MPs to participate in a
more inclusive and broad discussion.

Mehtab Singh Gill Committee
The Punjab government established a high-level team to probe Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's security lapse on 6 January.
Highlights:
The Punjab government constituted the Mehtab Singh Gill Committee in
response to the security lapse.
Mr. Gill has served as a judge in the past. Punjab's Home Secretary is also a
member of the committee. The committee has three days to provide a report.
The Security Breach is that Prime Minister arrived in Bathinda on 5 January
2022 and was scheduled to fly to Hussainwala to attend the National Martyrs
Memorial.
Due to the rain, plane transportation could not be organized. As a result, the
prime minister traveled to the memorial by car.
Protesters obstructed his convoy on the way there. He was also stuck in a
flyover for 15 to 20 minutes.
The Prime Minister was at the monument to inaugurate development
projects of Rs 43,000 crore.
This includes the building of roads and hospitals. He was also scheduled to
speak to a group. The visit has been postponed.
Special Protection Group
It was founded in 1988 with the express purpose of protecting the Prime
Minister. SPG protects the PM both in India and overseas.
It also safeguards the Prime Minister's immediate family. THE SPG
PROTECTED the PM's spouse, children, and parents.
Protection was offered at their home as well as anywhere else. Protection
was guaranteed for five years while in office and for another five years after
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they left.
The amending statute decreased the mandate. SPG safeguards only the PM
under the statute.
SPG's rulebook is known as the Blue Book. It contains all of the guidelines
for PM protection.
As per the Blue Book, the state police must plan a path in the event of
adversity, such as the one that has occurred recently.
The state police had been informed about the protests by the Intelligence
Bureau. Despite all of these precautions, a security compromise happened.

Rojgar Mission
The Chhattisgarh government will launch the Rojgar Mission to create jobs.
Highlights:
The mission aims to create 15 lakh job opportunities in the state in five
years. Experts from IITs, IIITs, and IIMs would be involved in the
expedition. The state's Chief Minister will chair it.
The mission's chief secretary and principal secretary are also active
participants. The chief minister chairs the implementing committee.
The state's Chief Secretary serves as vice chairman, while the principal
secretary serves as Chief Executive Officer.
The managing director of the state's forest products produces federation will
also be on the committee.
Outcomes:
The mission is estimated to generate 12 to 15 lakh job opportunities in the
next five years. In minor forest products, the state has already excelled.
Chhattisgarh won 10 national honors for procurement, processing, and
performance in 2021. It has also performed admirably in the implementation
of the Van Dhan Yojana.
This is an area on which the committee will concentrate more. This will help
increase employment in minor forest products, which will mainly benefit
tribals
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AGREEMENTS MOU
Defense Agreement Japan Australia
Japan and Australia would establish a defense agreement on January 6, 2022, to
strengthen defense and security cooperation.
Highlights:
As a result of the deal, China's influence in ASEAN will be reduced. It will
contribute to a free and open Indo-Pacific.
Sharing military facilities, landing rights, guaranteeing port access, logistic
support, legal frameworks, and logistic support are all part of the pact.
As a result, Japan's advanced F-35 fighter jets can now train on Australian
land. Submarines from Australia can now deploy in Japanese seas.
The countries can work together to develop special forces. Both Japan and
Australia want to keep the United States involved in the Indo-Pacific.
Agreement's Impact On China
These recent events demonstrate that the international community is not
ready to accept Chinese dominance:
The AUKUS Security Pact is a treaty between the United States and the
United Kingdom. Britain, Australia, and the United States have all signed
the document.
India, Japan, the United States, and Australia have strengthened their QUAD
collaboration in order to enable the United Kingdom to acquire nuclearpowered submarines.
The Malabar military exercise, which was a trilateral exercise between India,
the United States, and Japan until 2020, has now become a QUAD exercise,
with Australia joining in 2021.
The emergence of cooperation between Japan, Australia, and the United
States
Increased amicable relations between South Korea and Australia
The countries are banding together to achieve a common goal. To put a stop
to China's dominance.
Both Japan and Australia rely heavily on ASEAN countries. China is
attempting to separate ASEAN countries from the rest of the globe. China is
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attempting to sabotage regional collaboration as well.
According to Japan and Australia, diplomatic actions such as the military
deal will prevent China from using ASEAN as a source of business.

UN WFP Signs MoU To Improve PM POSHAN Scheme
To strengthen the effectiveness of PM POSHAN, the United Nations World Food
Program, UN WFP, has struck a deal with a Bengaluru-based NGO (NonGovernmental Organization).
Highlights:
Pradhan Mantri POshan SHakti Nirman is the acronym for Pradhan Mantri
POshan SHakti Nirman. Previously, the program was known as the Mid-Day
Meal Program.
The Akshara Patra Foundation and the Akshara Patra Foundation inked the
agreement.
PM POSHAN Shakti Nirman has received financial help from the World
Food Programme. It will help schools improve their mid-day feeding
programs.
The NGO will form a steering group. The committee will include officials
from the World Food Programme, government agencies, and nongovernmental organizations.
Four times a year, the committee will meet. It will establish plans, assess
existing programs, and make necessary changes to strengthen the country's
mid-day meal scheme.
PM POSHAN Scheme
In September 2021, it was approved. It will last five years, till2026. The
project is expected to cost Rs 1.31 trillion to implement.
This strategy now includes the mid-day lunch program. The PM POSHAN
made several improvements to the mid-day meal program.
The central government would transfer monies immediately into the account
of the schools under PM - POSHAN.
This is done to avoid money from leaking out. Balavatika has also been
included in PM POSHAN.
Balavatika is a pre-school for children under the age of six. This brings the

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

total number of beneficiaries to 24 lakhs.

India-Denmark R&D - Green Fuels
At a recent virtual meeting, India and Denmark agreed to begin cooperation
research and development on green fuels, including green hydrogen.
Highlights:
At a virtual meeting in January, the agreement was signed as part of the
previously established "Green Strategic Partnership Action Plan 2020-2025."
Aside from the agreement, the India-Denmark Joint Committee examined
national strategic priorities and advancements in both countries' Science,
Technology, and Innovation (STI).
Green investment plans in green research, technology, and innovation
received special attention.
The meeting of the India-Denmark Joint Committee was co-chaired by:
K. Varshney, Department of Science and Technology Adviser and Head of
International Cooperation
Stine Jorgensen is the Danish Agency for Higher Education and Science's
Deputy Director.
India-Denmark Joint Committee
The group placed a strong emphasis on strengthening bilateral cooperation
on the mission-driven study, innovation, and technology development.
In accordance with the "Green Strategic Partnership Action Plan
2020-2025," they also emphasized climate and green transition, water,
energy, waste, food, and other issues.
They also agreed to have three to four webinars to promote relationship
development.
They also emphasized the importance of promoting calls for proposals for
green fuels such as green hydrogen.
The committee looked examined the status of ongoing initiatives in a variety
of fields, including water, energy research, cyber-physical systems,
bioresources, and secondary agriculture.
Green Growth And Green Strategic Partnership
Both the countries created the Green Strategic Partnership to bring
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sustainable solutions to India.
It will concentrate on strengthening economic relations, promoting green
growth, and cooperating on issues such as climate change.
It will expand on the work of the Collaborative Commission for Cooperation
and joint working groups that already exist.
The term "green growth" refers to an economic growth route that is based on
the sustainable use of natural resources.

MoU On Health Research Signed By India And France
A Memorandum of Understanding on hereditary disorders and emerging & reemerging infectious diseases was recently signed between India and France.
Highlights:
France's Institute Pasteur and India's CSIR signed a Memorandum of
Understanding. It was signed under the Ministry of Science and
Technology's auspices.
The governments agreed to collaborate to uncover and create new processes
in cell biology, vaccine development, virology, infectious illnesses, human
evolutionary genetics research, and computational biology under the terms
of the agreement.
The countries will provide inexpensive health care solutions not just for their
citizens but also for the global good due to the agreement.
Scientific and technological networking is a requirement of the agreement.
On the margins of the G20 conference in October 2021, Prime Minister
Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron agreed that the two countries
shared mutual goals in health, the environment, and innovation. The leaders'
discussion led to the signing of the MoU.
Developments:
The Indo-French Year of Environment was started in 2021 by India and
France.
The main goal was to strengthen international cooperation to make the world
greener.
This expanded the number of activities taken in the name of global
environmental conservation and their visibility.
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The countries signed four deals on cyber security and digital technology in
2019.
On energy conservation, India and France signed an MoU in 2018. It
includes technical assistance cooperation.
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INDEX / LIST
India Ranks 85th In Corruption Perceptions Index
The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) 2021 was announced by Transparency
International, and India was rated 85th (Score of 40).
Highlights:
The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) 2021 was announced by
Transparency International, and India was rated 85th (Score of 40).
Three countries, Denmark, Finland, and New Zealand shared first place in
the ranking (Score of 88).
This ranking assesses how corrupt each country's government is thought to
be.
The results are graded on a scale of 0 (extremely corrupt) to 100 (very clean)
(very clean). There are 180 countries ranked in it.
India was placed 86th with a score of 40 last year (for 2020).
The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) for this year shows that corruption
is at an all-time low around the world.
For the tenth year in a row, the global average remains steady at 43 out of
100 points.
Different Index Ranks Of India 2020-2021:
Global Health Security Index 2021: 66th
5th Truecaller's Global Spam & Scam Report 2021: 4th
Hurun's Global Unicorn Index 2021: 3rd
2019 Anti-Doping Rule Violations (ADRVs) Report: 3rd
Henley Passport index 2022: 83rd
Global Drug Policy Index 2021: 18th
Climate Change Performance Index 2022: 10th
2021 TRACE global Bribery Risk Rankings: 82nd
World Talent Ranking report 2021: 56th
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VISITS BY PM / PRESIDENT
Major Dhyan Chand Sports University Foundation Stone Laid By PM
The foundation stone for Major Dhyan Chand Sports University was laid by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in Meerut.
Highlights:
The university would be built in the villages of Salawa and Kaili in Meerut's
Sardhana town at a cost of around 700 crore rupees.
The university will be able to train a total of 1080 athletes, with 540 female
and 540 male athletes.
Synthetic Hockey, Football, Basketball, Volleyball, Handball, Kabaddi,
Lawn tennis court, Gym hall, Synthetic running track, Swimming pool,
Community Hall, and a Cycling Velodrome will be part of the Sports
University's sophisticated and state-of-the-art sports infrastructure.
It will also include a training center for archery, squash, gymnastic, lifting,
shooting, canoe, and kayak, among other sports.
The university is being built at a cost of around 700 crores in the villages of
Salawa and Kaili in Meerut's Sardhana town.
The facility has the capacity to train 1080 athletes, including 540 females
and 540 males.
The Assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh are set to take place early this year.
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) won 312 constituencies out of the 403-seat
Uttar Pradesh Parliament in 2017, while the Samajwadi Party (SP) gained
47, the Bahujan Samajwadi Party (BSP) got 19, and the Congress only
managed to win seven seats.
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FESTIVALS
Losar Festival
The 'Losar Festival' was held in Ladakh to mark the start of the new year.
Highlights:
According to Tibetan Buddhism's traditional calendar, the Losar Festival is
held in Ladakh at the start of the New Year.
In the Ladakh region, the Buddhist community celebrates it.
The Losar is a 15-day festival that begins on the first day of the Tibetan
lunar calendar, announced the beginning of the Tibetan calendar's 11
months.
Losar is a Tibetan word that roughly translates to "New Year."
The celebrations began with the illumination of religious sites such as
monasteries, stupas, residential areas, and other locations in honor of Je
Tsongkhapa's birth and Nirvana anniversary.
The eve of the Losar festival is also marked by memorial food offerings for
loved ones who have passed away.
Ladakh's Popular Festivals
Phyang Tsedup Festival
Dosmoche Festival
Hemis Festival

Dhaka International Film Festival 2022
The 20th Dhaka International Film Festival began in 2022 on 15 January.
Highlights:
Dhaka, Bangladesh, hosts the 20th Dhaka International Film Festival.
Between the 15th and the 23rd of January, the festival will screen 225 films
from 70 countries in ten categories at various venues throughout Dhaka.
The film festival is run in a hybrid format, with several films being
broadcast live online throughout the event.
During the festival, the DIFF will host the 8th edition of the 'Women in
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Cinema' international conference and the 4th edition of the 'West Meets East'
screenplay lab.
The Rainbow Film Society, which was founded in 1977, organizes the
Dhaka International Film Festival (DIFF). In 1992, the DIFF was
established.
The Asian Competition Section, Retrospective, Tribute, Bangladesh
Panorama, Wide Angle, Cinema of the World, Children's Film, Spiritual
Film, Women Filmmakers section, and short and independent films are
among the ten sections of the festival.
Koozhangal, directed by PS Vinothraj, Avijatrik, directed by Subhrajit
Mitra, Mayar Jonjal, directed by Indranil Roychowdhury, and Aandaal,
directed by Shareef Easa are among the 35 Indian entries to the 20th DIFF.

The 44th Kokborok Day
Kokborok Day, also known as Tripuri Language Day, is observed annually on
January 19th throughout the Indian state of Tripura with the goal of developing the
Kokborok language.
Highlights:
Kokborok Day, also known as Tripuri Language Day, is observed annually
on January 19th throughout the Indian state of Tripura with the goal of
developing the Kokborok language.
The day commemorates the first formal status of Kokborok as a language in
1979. The 44th Kokborok Day will be observed on January 19, 2022.
Tripura's official language, Kokborok, is also known as Tripuri or Tiprakok.
The state government of Tripura, India, declared Kokborok, along with
Bengali and English, an official language in 1979.
Tripura
Tripura is a state in India's northeastern region. It is the third-smallest state
in the country, covering 10,491.69 km2 (4,050.86 sq mi) and is bounded to
the north, south, and west by Bangladesh, and to the east by the Indian states
of Assam and Mizoram.
In 2011, the state had 3,671,032 residents, accounting for 0.3 percent of the
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total population of the country.
The Chief Of Tripura is Biplab Kumar Deb and The governor of Tripura is
Satyadev Narayan Arya.
Tripura was a UT till 1 November 1956 and made into a state on 21 January
1971.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When was the ratification of the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) trade agreement presented to Indonesia's lower house of
parliament?
A.August 25, 2021
B.September 25, 2021
C.December 25, 2021
D.November 25, 2021

Answer A
Explanation On August 25, 2021, India's Trade Minister, Muhammad Lutfi, presented his case
to Indonesia's lower house of parliament for ratification of the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) trade agreement.

2) How many members does RCEP have?
A.14
B.16
C.15
D.17

Answer C
Explanation The 15-member bloc accounts for 30% of the global population and 30% of the
global GDP.

3) How many satellites has SpaceX has deployed for the Starlink broadband
network?
A.19000
B.1900
C.190
D.1100

Answer B
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Explanation For its Starlink broadband network, SpaceX has deployed around 1,900 satellites
and plans to launch more.

4) When was SpaceX found?
A.2021
B.2000
C.2001
D.2002

Answer D
Explanation SpaceX was founded by Elon Musk in 2002 with the goal of lowering the cost of
space travel.

5) When was the first evidence of an exoplanet was discovered?
A.1997
B.1927
C.1917
D.1911

Answer C
Explanation A planet outside of our Solar System is known as an exoplanet. In 1917, the first
evidence of an exoplanet was discovered, but it was not recognized as such.

6) What is the distance between the exoplanet HAT-P-11b and Earth?
A.121 light-years
B.123 light-years
C.122 light-years
D.132 light-years

Answer B
Explanation The Hubble Space Telescope was used to observe the exoplanet HAT-P-11b, a
Neptune-sized planet located 123 light-years from Earth.
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7) When is the DRDO Foundation Day?
A.Dec 1
B.Jan 1
C.Feb 1
D.Nov 1

Answer B
Explanation On January 1, 2022, the "Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) is the Foundation day

8) When was DRDO formed?
A.1959
B.1958
C.1960
D.1955

Answer B
Explanation The Defence Science Organisation was formed on January 1, 1958, when the
Directorate of Technical Development & Production of Indian Ordnance Factories and the
Technical Development Establishment merged.

9) How many weeks is the Padhe Bharat Reading Campaign?
A.12 weeks
B.13 Weeks
C.15 Weeks
D.14 Weeks

Answer D
Explanation It will take place over the course of 100 days, or 14 weeks. On April 10, 2022, it
will come to an end.

10) When is the International Mother Tongue Day?
A.12 Feb
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B.22 Feb
C.11 Feb
D.21 Feb

Answer D
Explanation In order to achieve this goal, the campaign has been linked to "International Mother
Tongue Day," which takes place on 21 February.

11) When did the central government approved the issuance of the 19th
tranche of electoral bonds?
A.13 Dec
B.31 Dec
C.11 Dec
D.30 Dec

Answer B
Explanation On December 31, 2021, the central government approved the issuance of the 19th
tranche of electoral bonds, down that route of assembly polls in five states.

12) How many white rhinos were recently transported from South Africa to
Rwanda?
A.31
B.21
C.30
D.33

Answer C
Explanation Onboard a Boeing 747 charter flight, 30 white rhinos were recently transported
from South Africa to Rwanda.

13) When did the army stage a coup on Sudan?
A.Nov 2020
B.Oct 2020
C.Nov 2021
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D.Oct 2021

Answer D
Explanation Prior to this agreement, the army staged a coup in October 2021. Protesters
demanded that full civilian rule be restored.

14) How many districts are there in 2021 In India according to data compiled
by the Registrar General of India?
A.735
B.736
C.734
D.737

Answer B
Explanation The number of districts has increased from 640 in 2011 to 736 in 2021, according to
provisional data compiled by the Registrar General of India (RGI).

15) When does Water Taxi Service In Mumbai begin?
A.Feb 2022
B.December 2021
C.Jan 2022
D.March 2022

Answer C
Explanation Mumbai's much-anticipated Water Taxi Services are expected to begin in January
2022.

16) Where is the Power Grid Corporation Of India Headquaters?
A.Gurugram
B.Gujarat
C.Rajasthan
D.Delhi
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Answer A
Explanation Power Grid is a statutory corporation in India that reports to the Ministry of Power.
Gurugram is the company's headquarters.

17) When did India donated 500,000 doses of Covid-19 vaccines to
Afghanistan?
A.1 Jan 2022
B.31 Dec 2021
C.2 Jan 2022
D.3 Jan 2022

Answer C
Explanation India donated 500,000 doses of Covid-19 vaccines to Afghanistan on January 2,
2021, and will send another 500,000 doses in the coming days as part of humanitarian aid.

18) What is development of 5G microwave absorbers used for?
A.as absorbent of electromagnetic radiation.
B.to increase electromagnetic radiation.
C.to protect electromagnetic radiation.
D.as a shield against electromagnetic radiation.

Answer D
Explanation The development of 5G microwave absorbers could be used as a shield against
electromagnetic radiation.

19) What is the life expectancy of Iron Air Battery?
A.20
B.15
C.30
D.40

Answer C
Explanation They have a 30-year life expectancy.
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20) How many biogas plants is India Planning to built in the near future?
A.6000
B.5000
C.5500
D.4500

Answer B
Explanation India intends to build 5,000 biogas plants in the near future.

21) How many electric boats where built for the Kochi Water Metro Project?
A.22
B.24
C.23
D.21

Answer C
Explanation The Kochi Metro Rail Limited has built 23 battery-powered electric boats for the
water metro project.

22) How many ports will be connected under the Kochi Water Metro Project?
A.40
B.38
C.39
D.37

Answer B
Explanation The Kochi Water Metro system would include 78 ships that will connect 38 ports
over 76 route kilometers.

23) When will be the India's Union Budget for 2022-23 presented?
A.February 1, 2022.
B.February 2, 2022.
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C.February 4, 2022.
D.February 3, 2022.

Answer A
Explanation Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will present India's Union Budget for
2022-23 on February 1, 2022.

24) Where did the GST Council's 46th meeting happen?
A.Mumbai
B.Kolkata
C.Delhi
D.Gujarat

Answer C
Explanation Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, Union Finance & Corporate Affairs Minister, presided
over the GST Council's 46th meeting in New Delhi.

25) How much did it cost to built Major Dhyan Chand Sports University?
A.600 crore rupees
B.700 crore rupees
C.750 crore rupees
D.800 crore rupees

Answer B
Explanation The university would be built in the villages of Salawa and Kaili in Meerut's
Sardhana town at a cost of around 700 crore rupees.

26) How many athletes will be trained in the Major Dhyan Chand Sports
University?
A.1800 athletes
B.1000 athletes
C.1088 athletes
D.1080 athletes
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Answer D
Explanation The university will be able to train a total of 1080 athletes, with 540 female and 540
male athletes.

27) Who is the 23rd Director General (DG) of the Indian Coast Guard?
A.Krishnaswamy Natarajan
B.V.S Pathania
C.John Colin De Silva
D.M. P. Muralidharan

Answer A
Explanation V.S. Pathania succeeded Krishnaswamy Natarajan as the 24th Director General
(DG) of the Indian Coast Guard, who had retired.

28) When was V.S Pathania. appointed as Additional Director General and
assigned to Visakhapatnam as Coast Guard Commander (Eastern Seaboard)?
A.November 2019
B.November 2020
C.November 2010
D.November 2021

Answer A
Explanation In November 2019, he was promoted to Additional Director General and assigned
to Visakhapatnam as Coast Guard Commander (Eastern Seaboard).

29) How long is Vinay Kumar Tripathi appointed as new Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer of the Railway Board by Cabinet Appointments Committee?
A.7 Months
B.1 Year
C.6 Months
D.5 Months

Answer C
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Explanation The Cabinet Appointments Committee not only approved Tripathi's appointment for
six months

30) When is the extension period for Vinay Kumar Tripathi appoint for new
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Railway Board?
A.December 13, 2022
B.December 31, 2022
C.December 11, 2022
D.December 10, 2022

Answer B
Explanation The Cabinet Appointments Committee not only approved Tripathi's appointment for
six months beginning January 1 but also granted him an extension until December 31, 2022.

31) What is the speed of Zircon missile?
A.620 miles
B.622 miles
C.621 miles
D.623 miles

Answer A
Explanation The Zircon missile would have a range of 1,000 kilometers and be able to fly at
nine times the speed of sound (620 miles).

32) How long is the EU Presidency Of France?
A.1 Year
B.6 Months
C.8 Months
D.3 Months

Answer B
Explanation The EU presidency will be held by the country for the next six months
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33) Who will take the EU Presidency after France?
A.Spain
B.Portugal
C.Czech Republic
D.Italy

Answer C
Explanation France will be supplemented by the Czech Republic after the six-month presidency
is completed.

34) When is the world Braille Day?
A.January 14, 2022
B.January 4, 2022
C.January 2, 2022
D.January 1, 2022

Answer B
Explanation On January 4, 2022, World Braille Day is observed.

35) Who is the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh?
A.Pramod Sawant
B.Nitish Kumar
C.Arvind Kejriwal
D.Yogi Adityanath

Answer D
Explanation Yogi Adityanath is the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh

36) How many countries are participating in Exercise Milan 2022?
A.44
B.46
C.48
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D.37

Answer B
Explanation India will host 46 nations in mega naval wargames in 2022, known as Exercise
Milan.

37) How many women members are part of the Panel To Examine Bill On
Raising The Legal Age Of Marriage?
A.2
B.30
C.1
D.31

Answer C
Explanation TMC MP Sushmita Dev is the only woman on the committee, which has a total of
31 members.

38) When was Order of the Garter Of the Established?
A.1348
B.1848
C.1843
D.1834

Answer A
Explanation The ceremonial order, which dates back to 1348, honors substantial public service
and is bestowed without the approval of the prime minister.

39) How old Is Baroness Amos?
A.76
B.66
C.67
D.77

Answer C
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Explanation With the majority of the order's members in their seventies, eighties, and beyond,
Baroness Amos, 67, and Tony Blair, 68, become two of the order's younger folk in a post held
until death.

40) Where the Github based from?
A.New York
B.Los Angeles
C.California
D.Washington DC

Answer C
Explanation Github is based in California

41) when was github launched?
A.2007
B.2008
C.2009
D.2006

Answer B
Explanation Development of the GitHub.com platform began on October 19, 2007. The site was
launched in April 2008.

42) When did the Kremlin released a UNSC declaration on nuclear war?
A.2 January 2022
B.1 January 2022
C.4 January 2022
D.3 January 2022

Answer D
Explanation On 3 January 2022, the Kremlin released a UNSC declaration on nuclear war.

43) Which country want to avoid nuclear war and minimize strategic risks?
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A.Australia
B.Italy
C.France
D.Iran

Answer C
Explanation In a joint declaration, Russia, China, the United Kingdom, the United States, and
France said further nuclear proliferation and a nuclear conflict should be avoided.These five
countries also want to avoid nuclear war and minimize strategic risks. They also want to engage
with all nations to create a secure environment.

44) What is the resolution of ISRO's TRISHNA?
A.53 meters
B.57 meters
C.56 meters
D.55 meters

Answer B
Explanation TRISHNA aspires to have a resolution of 57 meters. This allows scientists to
comprehend the water cycle's physical, ecological, and climatic aspects.

45) What will be used to lunch will be used to launch Earth Observation
Satellites 4 and 6?
A.PSLV
B.GSLV
C.SSLV
D.GSLV Mk-III

Answer A
Explanation PSLV will be used to launch Earth Observation Satellites 4 and 6.

46) How long has china seen building a bridge across the north and south
shores of the Pangong Lake?
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A.3 Months
B.4 Months
C.2 Months
D.1 Month

Answer C
Explanation China has been seen building a bridge linking the north and south shores of the
Pangong Lake in the last two months.

47) When did India conquer essential heights in the Kailash range on the
southern bank?
A.July 2020
B.August 2020
C.June 2020
D.September 2020

Answer B
Explanation India had conquered essential heights in the Kailash range on the southern bank by
August 2020.

48) When did Reserve Bank of India (RBI) published a guideline for smallvalue offline payments?
A.3 January 2022
B.2 January 2022
C.1 January 2022
D.4 January 2022

Answer A
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) published a guideline for small-value offline
payments in digital mode on 3 January.

49) What is offline payment transaction maximum limit fixed by Offline
Digital Payments RBI Framework?
A.200
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B.400
C.600
D.800

Answer A
Explanation An offline payment transaction should have a maximum limit of 200.

50) Where is the IHU New Covid-19 Variant Identified?
A.China
B.France
C.Japan
D.Africa

Answer B
Explanation SARS-CoV-2 virus, which causes covid-19 disease, has been identified by French
scientists as a new and more mutated strain.

51) How many Prime Minister Awards for Public Administration Excellence?
A.11
B.17
C.18
D.16

Answer C
Explanation There are a total of 18 Prime Minister Awards for Public Administration
Excellence.

52) How many global and Indian ed-tech start-ups on board for NEAT?
A.55
B.56
C.57
D.58
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Answer D
Explanation NEAT currently has 58 global and Indian ed-tech start-ups on board.

53) How much did India's merchandise exports totaled April and December
2021?between
A.$300 billion USD
B.$330 billion USD
C.$350 billion USD
D.$390 billion USD

Answer A
Explanation Between April and December 2021, the country's merchandise exports totaled $300
billion USD.

54) What is India's AYUSH market worth?
A.10 billion dollars
B.11 billion dollars
C.14 billion dollars
D.12 billion dollars

Answer A
Explanation In India, the AYUSH market is worth ten billion dollars. In the following five years,
it is expected to expand by 50%.

55) When ONGC was founded?
A.August 13, 1956
B.August 14, 1956
C.August 12, 1956
D.August 11, 1956

Answer B
Explanation ONGC was founded on August 14, 1956, in Vasant Kunj, New Delhi.
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56) When was 'Turkana Boy' discovered?
A.1988
B.1985
C.1948
D.1984

Answer D
Explanation The discovery of 'Turkana Boy' in 1984 is credited to the legendary
paleoanthropologist, and it led to able to introduce of proving that the human race evolved in
Africa.

57) When was Zishaan A Latif's photo essay, The strenuous struggle for
inclusion in the NRC, was printed in The Caravan?
A.December 2019
B.September 2019
C.October 2019
D.November 2019

Answer C
Explanation The Ramnath Goenka Award for Photo Journalism went to Zishaan A Latif. His
photo essay, The strenuous struggle for inclusion in the NRC, was printed in The Caravan in
October 2019 and won him the award.

58) How long is the 'Losar Festival"?
A.12-day festival
B.18-day festival
C.10-day festival
D.15-day festival

Answer D
Explanation The Losar is a 15-day festival that begins on the first day of the Tibetan lunar
calendar, announced the beginning of the Tibetan calendar's 11 months.
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59) What is CryptoWires Index Base Value?
A.1000
B.10000
C.100
D.100000

Answer B
Explanation The index's Base Value is 10,000, and the base date is April 1, 2018.

60) How much is India's overseas shipments are expected to exceed In fiscal
year 2021-22?
A.$400 Million
B.$400 billion
C.$40 billion
D.$40 million

Answer B
Explanation India's overseas shipments are expected to exceed $400 billion in the fiscal year
2021-22, prompting the beginning of the campaign.

61) When was India Brand Equity Foundation found?
A.1996
B.1997
C.1995
D.1994

Answer A
Explanation India Brand Equity Foundation (IBEF) is an Indian government-run export
promotion agency that was founded in 1996 to promote the sale and distribution of Indian goods
in global markets.

62) When did Australia And Japan sign a defense agreement ?
A.5 Jan
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B.7 Jan
C.6 Jan
D.8 Jan

Answer C
Explanation Japan and Australia would establish a defense agreement on January 6, 2022, to
strengthen defense and security cooperation.

63) When did Australia join Malabar military exercise?
A.2022
B.2020
C.2002
D.2021

Answer D
Explanation The Malabar military exercise, which was a trilateral exercise between India, the
United States, and Japan until 2020, has now become a QUAD exercise, with Australia joining in
2021.

64) How much funds had been set aside for ECRP II?
A.Rs 23,122 crores
B.Rs 23,120 crores
C.Rs 23,123 crores
D.Rs 23,121 crores

Answer C
Explanation the ECRP II will be implemented. Rs 23,123 crores has indeed been set aside for
phase two.

65) How many ambulances are added under the ECRP II?
A.8,801
B.8,800
C.8,880
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D.8,888

Answer B
Explanation In all 736 districts, pediatric units will be constructed. Liquid Medical Oxygen
Storage Tanks should be installed. A total of 8,800 ambulances will be added.

66) When was Digital Yuan first released?
A.2014
B.2001
C.2004
D.2010

Answer A
Explanation China's digital currency is the Digital Yuan. It was first released in 2014 and it has
been operational (at least in test mode) since then.

67) When was Digital Yuan App first released?
A.2020
B.2019
C.2009
D.2001

Answer B
Explanation The app was initially released in the year 2019. The app's user base has grown to
ten million people.

68) How many Sections were the Chilika lake was split into?
A.11
B.20
C.21
D.22

Answer C
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Explanation To conduct the census, the lake was split into 21 sections. Inside Chilika Lake is the
Nalabana Bird Sanctuary.

69) How many people were involved in the Chilika Water Bird Status Survey?
A.100
B.116
C.106
D.160

Answer C
Explanation A total of 106 people were involved in the survey. Bird experts from both nongovernmental and government groups were present.

70) When was the E-Bike Taxi launched In Karnataka
A.January 2021
B.June 2021
C.July 2021
D.August 2021

Answer C
Explanation The scheme was started by the Karnataka State Government in July 2021.
Individual companies and private players are allowed to operate electric bike taxis in Bengaluru,
the state capital.

71) How much does the RT-PCR kits supplied by the government cost?
A.Rs 20 and Rs 30.
B.Rs 30 and Rs 40.
C.Rs 50 and Rs 60.
D.Rs 40 and Rs 90.

Answer A
Explanation RT-PCR kits supplied by the government cost between Rs 20 and Rs 30.
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72) When did Department of Telecommunications of India issued a warning to
Indian people to avoid purchasing Elon Musk's Starlink Internet Services?
A.December 2021
B.January2021
C.September 2021
D.November 2021

Answer D
Explanation The Department of Telecommunications of India issued a warning to Indian people
in November 2021, advising them to avoid purchasing Elon Musk's Starlink Internet Services
because it was not yet licensed in the country.

73) How many people will be directly employed as part of LNG Terminal
project In Karnataka?
A.400
B.600
C.200
D.800

Answer C
Explanation Around 200 individuals will be directly employed as a result of this project.

74) When is the Tourism week In India?
A.Jan 3 - 9
B.Jan 4- 16
C.Jan 3 - 10
D.Jan 3- 15

Answer D
Explanation From January 3 through January 15, 2022, Tourism Week will happen

75) When did Vice Admiral S H Sarma Pass Away?
A.2 January
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B.4 January
C.1 January
D.3 January

Answer D
Explanation Vice Admiral S H Sarma, a veteran of the Indian Navy's 1971 war, has died on 3
January.

76) How many child marriages were prevented between 2020 and 2021 in
Odisha's Ganjam District?
A.455
B.450
C.460
D.470

Answer B
Explanation In the two years between 2020 and 2021, the district administration was able to
prevent 450 child marriages

77) When is World Day of War Orphans?
A.5 Jan
B.6 Jan
C.7 JAN
D.8 Jan

Answer B
Explanation On January 6, the World Day of War Orphans is observed to raise awareness about
the sufferings of children who have lost their parents as a result of the War.

78) When was Mukhya Mantri Grihini Suvidha Yojana launched?
A. May 26, 2018
B. May 22, 2018
C. May 25, 2018
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D. May 27, 2018

Answer A
Explanation On May 26, 2018, the Mukhya Mantri Grihini Suvidha Yojana was launched.

79) When was National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) registred?
A.August 11, 2011
B.August 12, 2011
C.August 13, 2011
D.August 14, 2011

Answer A
Explanation On August 12, 2011, the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) was registered
as a society under the Societies Registration Act 1860.

80) When does ICAI 2022 summit start?
A.4 January 2022
B.5 January 2022
C.6 January 2022
D.7 January 2022

Answer B
Explanation ICAI 2022 is a pre-vibrant summit on 5 January 2022 in Science City.

81) What is the age limit for students benefit from the SSIP 2.0 guidelines?
A.Over the age of 35
B.age of 35
C.under the age of 30
D.Under the age of 35

Answer D
Explanation Any person under the age of 35 who is a school student, a vocational, certificate,
undergraduate, postgraduate, or doctorate student, an alumna, alumnus, or any dropout from an
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institute, university, or school can benefit from the SSIP 2.0 guidelines.

82) When was Special Protection Group found?
A.1988
B.1987
C.1998
D.1985

Answer A
Explanation Special Protection Group was founded in 1988 with the express purpose of
protecting the Prime Minister. SPG protects the PM both in India and overseas.

83) When did Prime Minister arrive in Bathinda?
A.6 Jan
B.5 Jan
C.4 Jan
D.3 Jan

Answer B
Explanation The Security Breach is that Prime Minister arrived in Bathinda on 5 January 2022
and was scheduled to fly to Hussainwala to attend the National Martyrs Memorial.

84) When was PM POSHAN Scheme approved?
A.December 2021
B.November 2021
C.October 2021
D.September 2021

Answer D
Explanation PM POSHAN Scheme was approved In September 2021

85) How much will it cost for PM POSHAN Scheme?
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A.Rs 1.31 trillion to implement
B.Rs 1.1 trillion to implement
C.Rs 1.3 trillion to implement
D.Rs 1.11 trillion to implement

Answer A
Explanation PM POSHAN SchemeIn September 2021, it was approved. It will last five years,
from 2021 to 2026. The project is expected to cost Rs 1.31 trillion to implement.

86) How many one-district one product brands were introduced by the
Ministry of Food Processing Industries?
A.5
B.7
C.6
D.8

Answer C
Explanation Under the PMFME Scheme, the Ministry of Food Processing Industries has
introduced six one-district one-product (ODOP) brands.

87) How much is per gram of Cori Gold?
A.Rs. 33
B.Rs. 32
C.Rs. 43
D.Rs. 34

Answer D
Explanation Cori Gold: Coriander powder was created for the Rajasthani city of Kota. Because
of its flavor, the product is one-of-a-kind. Cori gold prices 34 rupees per gram.

88) How many architectural schools are part of Smart Cities Mission's
projects?
A.10
B.11
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C.14
D.15

Answer D
Explanation This contains 15 of the world's best architectural schools.

89) How many project must SAAR compile?
A.77
B.85
C.75
D.76

Answer C
Explanation SAAR must first compile a list of 75 projects. The list includes projects that are
both creative and cross-sectoral.

90) when did Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz discussed about India German Bilateral Ties?
A.January 4, 2022,
B.January 6, 2022,
C.January 5, 2022,
D.JanOn January 5, 2022, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
met and broadened bilateral collaboration., 2022,

Answer C
Explanation On January 5, 2022, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz met and broadened bilateral collaboration.

91) How much is India's Ethanol predicted consumption 2017 to 2021?
A.2 billion liters.
B.3 billion liters.
C.1 billion liters.
D.4 billion liters.
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Answer B
Explanation This study was conducted after India tripled its ethanol consumption from 2017 to
2021, to a predicted 3 billion liters.

92) What is the entire amount of non-fossil-fuel-based energy now in India?
A.154.32 GW.
B.157.32 GW.
C.156.32 GW.
D.158.32 GW.

Answer B
Explanation India hoped to install a power electric capacity of 392.01 GW. The entire amount of
non-fossil-fuel-based energy is 157.32 GW.

93) When did the minister of power and new and renewable energy,
announced the beginning of 'Automatic Generation Control (AGC).'?
A.January 3, 2022
B.January 4, 2022
C.January 5, 2022
D.January 6, 2022

Answer B
Explanation On January 4, 2022, Raj Kumar Singh, the minister of power and new and
renewable energy, announced the beginning of 'Automatic Generation Control (AGC).'

94) When did National Green Tribunal (NGT) asked the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) to create a comprehensive waste management plan for
discarded tires and recycling?
A.September 17, 2019.
B.September 18, 2019.
C.September 19, 2019.
D.September 20, 2019.
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Answer C
Explanation The National Green Tribunal (NGT) asked the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) to create a comprehensive waste management plan for discarded tires and recycling on
September 19, 2019.

95) In How Many languages did Guinness World Record get published?
A.22
B.24
C.23
D.21

Answer C
Explanation The book was published internationally the next year, and as of the 2022 edition, it
is in its 67th year of publication, with over 53,000 records in its database, and has been published
in 100 countries and 23 languages.

96) Who is the 102 member of International Solar Alliance?
A.Union of Comoros.
B.Antigua and Barbuda
C.Republic of Fiji.
D.Democratic Socialist Republic of Srilanka.

Answer B
Explanation Antigua and Barbuda became the 102nd member of the ISA.

97) How many member does United Nations Security Council (UNSC) have?
A.11
B.14
C.15
D.16

Answer C
Explanation India is now a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security Council

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

(UNSC), which has 15 members.

98) When does National Youth Festival 2022 start?
A.11 January
B.16 January
C.12 January
D.17 January

Answer C
Explanation The 25th National Youth Festival will take place in Puducherry from January 12 to
16, 2022.

99) How long did it take Captain Harpreet Chandi Singh to Reach South Pole?
A.30 days
B.40 days
C.35 days
D.45 days

Answer B
Explanation 32-year-old Indian-origin British Army woman @polarpreet has made history by
completing her 700-mile unsupported trek to the South Pole in 40 days.

100) When was action plan for adopting Cheetah in India announced?
A.6 Jan
B.5 Jan
C.4 Jan
D.3 Jan

Answer B
Explanation The Union government announced an action plan for adopting Cheetah in India on
5 January.

101) When was National Tiger Conservation Authority established?
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A.2010
B.2005
C.2000
D.2001

Answer B
Explanation The Tiger Task Force, which was founded by the Prime Minister of India for the
management of Project Tiger and Tiger Reserves in India, recommended that NCTA be
established in December 2005.

102) Where is Khelo India Games 2023 happening?
A.Haryana
B.Gujarat
C.Delhi
D.Chennai

Answer A
Explanation The Khelo India Games were created to bring India's sports culture back to life. Due
to the COVID situation, the 2021 Khelo India Games have been postponed. It is now scheduled
to take place in Haryana in January 2022.

103) How much land has cabinet approved for the construction of an
international sports center?
A.5-acre plot
B.20-acre plot
C.40-acre plot
D.50-acre plot

Answer D
Explanation The cabinet also approved a 50-acre plot of land for the construction of an
international sports center.

104) When is Boric's government, slated to assume office?
A.1 March
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B.10 March
C.11 March
D.2 March

Answer C
Explanation Following that, a referendum must be held, which will be organized by Boric's
government, which is slated to assume office on 11 March.

105) When was Chile's constitutional assembly tasked of drafting a new
constitution?
A.January 2, 2022
B.January 3, 2022
C.January 4, 2022
D.January 5, 2022

Answer D
Explanation On January 5, 2022, Chile's constitutional assembly, which was tasked with drafting
a new constitution, chose a new president.

106) When will Koppal Toy Cluster start to operate?
A.May2022
B.March 2022
C.April 2022
D.June 2022.

Answer B
Explanation The first toy manufacturing cluster is the Koppal Toy cluster. It will begin
operations in March 2022.

107) How much land will the Koppal Toy Cluster built on?
A.400-acre plot of land
B.40-acre plot of land
C.4000-acre plot of land
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D.4-acre plot of land

Answer A
Explanation It will be built on a 400-acre plot of land.

108) How many national and state organizations is Multi-Agency Centre made
of?
A.22
B.25
C.27
D.28

Answer D
Explanation The Intelligence Bureau (IB) served as the center's nodal agency. MAC is made up
of over 28 national and state organizations.

109) How many locations connected to the MAC headquarters?
A.40
B.4
C.400
D.4000

Answer C
Explanation The Research and Analysis Wing (RAW), state police, and the armed forces are all
part of this. There are almost 400 locations connected to the MAC headquarters.

110) In how many nations is International Waterbird Census taken?
A.141
B.142
C.143
D.144

Answer C
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Explanation The International Waterbird Census (IWC) includes the Asian Waterbird Census
(AWC). In 143 nations, the international census is undertaken.

111) Where will the 24th National E-Government Conference happen?
A.Ahemedabad
B.Hyderabad
C.Securdrabad
D.Telangana

Answer B
Explanation The conference will happen at Madhapur, Hyderabad, at the Hyderabad
International Convention Centre.

112) What is NSDC?
A.National Skill Development Corporation
B.National Skill Development Corporate
C.National Skills Development Corporation
D.National Skill Developing Corporation

Answer A
Explanation The National Skill Development Corporation organizes the India Skills competition
(NSDC).

113) What is the height of Uvariopsis dicaprio tree?
A.4 m
B.30m
C.40 m
D.3 m

Answer A
Explanation The Uvariopsis dicaprio tree stands at a height of four meters.

114) When was Open Rock Museum" in Hyderabad opened?
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A.January 6
B.January 5
C.January 4
D.January 7

Answer A
Explanation Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State for Science, Technology, and Earth
Sciences opened the first "Open Rock Museum" in Hyderabad on January 6, 2021.

115) When was National Water Award established?
A.2020
B.2008
C.2017
D.2018

Answer D
Explanation The Jal Shakti Ministry established the National Water Award in 2018 to honor and
motivate individuals and organizations who excel in the field of water resource management.In
total, 57 awards in 11 categories have been announced.

116) Where is Sea Dragon 2022 Exercise happening?
A.Guam
B.US
C.Canada
D.india

Answer A
Explanation In the Western Pacific, India and its Quadrilateral Security Dialogue partners,
Canada and South Korea are taking part in the multinational drill Sea Dragon 2022 at Guam.

117) How much money been approved under TOPS for training in Europe and
equipment procurement in advance of the major event in China?
A.Rs 17.46 lakh

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

B.Rs 17.4 lakh
C.Rs 17.6 lakh
D.Rs 17. lakh

Answer A
Explanation In addition, a number of Rs 17.46 lakh has been approved under TOPS for training
in Europe and equipment procurement in advance of the major event in China.

118) When did Shillong Chamber Choir performed for Barack Obama and
Michelle Obama?
A.2011
B.2010
C.2000
D.2001

Answer B
Explanation During former US President Barack Obama's and Michelle Obama's visit to India in
2010, SCC performed for them.

119) What is the weight of INS Vikramaditya?
A.40,000-tonne
B.50,000-tonne aircraft
C.32,000-tonne aircraft
D.60,000-tonne aircraft

Answer A
Explanation The 40,000-tonne aircraft carrier, India's most advanced warship, had a five-day
maiden sea cruise in August and went through 10-day sea testing in October

120) When is Veer Baal Diwas is observed?
A.December 25
B.December 26
C.September 26
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D.July 23

Answer B
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 9 Dec 2022 stated that starting this year,
December 26 will be observed as Veer Baal Diwas in honor of the Mughal's execution of the 10th
Sikh guru Gobind Singh's four sons. Modi's announcement came on the anniversary of the birth
of the Sikh guru.

121) When is Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas is Celebrated?
A.8 January
B.10 January
C.9 January
D.9 December

Answer C
Explanation Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas is a day dedicated to the Indian community living in other
countries that occurs every two years. The people of India commemorate this day on January 9.

122) Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas is named after whom?
A. Mahatma Gandhi
B.Jawaharlal Nehru
C.Nana Sahib
D.none

Answer A
Explanation Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas is a day dedicated to the Indian community living in other
countries that occurs every two years.The people of India commemorate this day on January 9.
The day is named after Mahatma Gandhi, the greatest Pravasi and our nation's Father of the
Nation.

123) How many acres of Defence Land Surveyed Using Modern Technologies?
A.10.78 lakh Acres
B.17.78 lakh Acres
C.12.78 lakh Acres
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D.none

Answer B
Explanation The government has surveyed 17.78 lakh acres of defense land for the first time
since Independence, utilizing cutting-edge technologies such as three-dimensional modelling,
drones, and satellite imagery. The massive effort of surveying roughly 1.61 lakh acres of defense
land inside cantonments and 16.17 lakh acres outside cantonments, according to the defense
ministry, began in October 2018 and is now complete.

124) When did Marilyn Bergman Oscar-winning composer died on?
A.8 Jan 2022
B.8 Jan 2021
C.8 Dec 2021
D.8 Nov 2021

Answer A
Explanation Marilyn Bergman, who wrote Oscar-winning songs with her husband Alan
Bergman, died on Jan 8 2022 at the age of 93 in her Los Angeles home.

125) At what age Oscar-Winning Composer, Marilyn Bergman passed away?
A.94
B.96
C.95
D.93

Answer D
Explanation Marilyn Bergman, who wrote Oscar-winning songs with her husband Alan
Bergman, died on Jan 8 2022 at the age of 93 in her Los Angeles home.

126) The ATP Cup tennis 2022 was won by?
A.Canada
B.Spain
C.Italy
D.Germany
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Answer A
Explanation In the match that was held on Jan 9 2022, in Sydney Canada wins ATP Cup tennis
with 2-0 win over Spain. Denis Shapovalov opened the match for Canada with a 6-4, 6-3 win
over Pablo Carreno Busta.

127) How much did the TATA Group pay as the IPL's headline sponsor?
A.Rs. 30 crore
B.Rs. 300 crore
C.Rs. 3000 crore
D.Rs. 3000 crore

Answer B
Explanation the multinational company will pay Rs. 300 crore as the IPL's headline sponsor.

128) Who was the Title Sponsor for 2020 IPL?
A.Dream11
B.TATA Group
C.ViVo
D.Airtel

Answer A
Explanation Dream11, a mobile gaming platform, had stood in as title sponsor for a year at the
time. Vivo returned in 2021 and doing so again this year.

129) How many core group athletes are participating in TOPS?
A.100
B.177
C.117
D.107

Answer D
Explanation The overall number of athletes participating in TOPS has risen to 301, with 107 in
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the Core group

130) When was the TOPS started by Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports?
A.September 2004
B.September 2011
C.September 2014
D.September 2001

Answer C
Explanation TOPS (Target Olympic Podium Scheme) is a Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
flagship program that began in September 2014 and was updated in April 2018.

131) When was International Committee of Deaf Sports established??
A.1924
B.1922
C.1944
D.1942

Answer A
Explanation The International Committee of Deaf Sports is a non-profit organization that
promotes deaf sports around the world Founded in 1924.

132) Where did All India Sports Council of the Deaf hold the first World Deaf
T20 Cricket Championship?
A.Karnataka
B.Telengana
C.Kerala
D.Tamil Nadu

Answer C
Explanation The International Committee of Sports for the Deaf (ICSD) has given the All India
Sports Council of the Deaf permission to hold the first World Deaf T20 Cricket Championship in
Kerala from January 10 to 20, 2023.
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133) When will the North East on Wheels Expedition start?
A.9 April
B.8 April
C.7 April
D.6 April

Answer B
Explanation This year's Bike Expedition will take place from the 8th to the 16th of April to
commemorate the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.

134) How many bikers will be chosen from the North East on Wheels
Expedition? all those who register to the
A.75
B.76
C.78
D.79

Answer A
Explanation A team of Experienced & Skilled Bikers from across the country will choose 75
bikers from all those who register.

135) When was 'MSME Technology Centre' in Puducherry launched?
A.11 Jan
B.14 Jan
C.15 Jan
D.12 Jan

Answer D
Explanation The center was officially opened at the 25th National Youth Festival in Puducherry
(12th and 13th January 2022).

136) How much was the technological hub established in Puducherry?
A.Rs 121 crore
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B.Rs 120 crore
C.Rs 122 crore
D.Rs 123 crore

Answer C
Explanation It will be run by the Union Ministry of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises
(MSME). The Rs 122 crore technological hub was established with an emphasis on the Electronic
System Design and Manufacturing (ESDM) sector.

137) How many contestants were honored by the Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship at the conclusion of the India Skills 2021
nationwide competition?
A.200 contestants
B.20 contestants
C.2000 contestants
D.250 contestants

Answer A
Explanation More than 200 contestants were honored by the Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship at the conclusion of the India Skills 2021 nationwide competition.

138) Till when will Justice Ayesha Malik would serve as a Supreme Court
judge?
A.June 2032
B.June 2031
C.June 2033
D.June 2030

Answer B
Explanation If she is confirmed, she would serve as a Supreme Court judge till June 2031, when
she will retire at the age of 65.

139) When did Kazakhstan's President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev named
Alikhan Smailov as Prime Minister of Kazakhstan?
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A.January 12
B.January 13
C.January 11
D.January 14

Answer C
Explanation On January 11, Kazakhstan's President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev named Alikhan
Smailov for Prime Minister.

140) How many Omicron mutations does Delta variant discovered in Cyprus
show?
A.11
B.12
C.14
D.10

Answer D
Explanation Cyprus has discovered a novel variety known as "Deltacron," which shares the
same genetic basis as the Delta variant but contains 10 Omicron mutations.

141) When was Pandit Birju Maharaj born?
A.4 February 1939
B.4 February 1936
C.4 February 1938
D.4 February 1937

Answer C
Explanation Pandit Birju Maharaj was born on 4 February 1938

142) When was Indian Council Historical Research established?
A.1972
B.1971
C.1973
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D.1975

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Council Historical Research was founded on March 27, 1972

143) What is 'LEAP' In 16th India Digital Summit 2022?
A.Leverage, Encourage, Access, and Promote
B.Learning, Encourage, Access, and Promote
C.Leverage, Establish, Access, and Promote
D.Leverage, Encourage, Access, and Produce

Answer A
Explanation "LEAP" is the acronym for "Leverage, Encourage, Access, and Promote."

144) When was National Startup Day Declared By PM Narendra Modi?
A.January 14
B.January 17
C.January 16
D.January 15

Answer C
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi has declared January 16 to be "National Startup
Day."

145) Who is Participating with Indian Navy in PASSEX Exercise In Arabian
Sea?
A.US Navy
B.Japan Navy
C.Australian Navy
D.Russian Navy

Answer D
Explanation The Indian Navy and the Russian Navy conducted PASSEX exercises in the
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Arabian Sea port of Cochin.

146) When did the first Dhaka International Film Festival happen?
A.1999
B.1992
C.1993
D.1998

Answer B
Explanation The Rainbow Film Society, which was founded in 1977, organizes the Dhaka
International Film Festival (DIFF). In 1992, the DIFF was established.

147) When did Shaylyn Ford won the Mrs. America Pageant?
A.November 18, 2021
B.November 11, 2021
C.November 20, 2021
D.November 19, 2021

Answer D
Explanation Shaylyn Ford is from Granville, Ohio, in the United States. On November 19, 2021,
she earned the annual Mrs. American pageant.

148) Where did Mrs. world 2022 happen?
A.Las Angeles
B.Las Vegas
C.California
D.New York

Answer B
Explanation Mrs World 2022 pageant happened in Las Vegas, USA.

149) When did Social Activist Shanti Devi Received Padma Shri?
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A.November 9, 2021
B.November 9, 2020
C.November 9, 2019
D.November 9, 2001

Answer A
Explanation On November 9, 2021, she earned the distinguished Padma Shri honor from
President Ram Nath Kovind.

150) When did Social Activist Shanti Devi establish her ashram and educated
tribal women?
A.1966
B.1964
C.1965
D.1967

Answer B
Explanation She then moved to Gunupur, where she established her now-famous ashram in 1964
and educated tribal females.

151) What is the the trade value between India and China in 2021?
A.125 billion dollars.
B.122 billion dollars.
C.124 billion dollars.
D.123 billion dollars.

Answer A
Explanation In 2021, the trade value between India and China was estimated to be over 125
billion dollars.

152) How much did India's imports from China increase in 2019?
A.40%
B.60%
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C.80%
D.20%

Answer D
Explanation India's imports from China increased by 20% in 2019 compared to the previous
year.

153) When was State Employment Of Local Candidates Act passed in
Haryana?
A.2021
B.2019
C.2020
D.2018

Answer C
Explanation In 2020, the State Employment Of Local Candidates Act was passed. The act
ensures that 75% of jobs are reserved for state citizens.

154) How much jobs are reserved for state citizens according to State
Employment Of Local Candidates Act Haryana?
A.80%
B.70%
C.75%
D.85%

Answer C
Explanation The State Employment Of Local Candidates Act ensures that 75% of jobs are
reserved for state citizens.

155) When was Sugauli Treaty signed?
A.1866
B.1816
C.1861
D.1811
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Answer B
Explanation Sugauli TreatyBritish India and Nepal signed treaties in 1816

156) When did lipulekh border issue start?
A.December 3 2021
B.December 31 2021
C.December 30 2021
D.December 11 2021

Answer C
Explanation The outrage began after Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi during an election
rally in the Haldwani area of Uttarakhand on December 30, had announced that his government
has extended a road to Lipulekh and further expansion work is going on.

157) When did Yonex-Sunrise India Open happen?
A.17 Jan
B.16 Jan
C.15 Jan
D.14 Jan

Answer B
Explanation On January 16, 2022, India's Lakshya Sen won his first Super 500 championship by
winning the "Yonex-Sunrise India Open."

158) How many Start Ups where honored in the National Start-up Awards
2021?
A.44
B.47
C.46
D.48

Answer C
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Explanation The winners of the "National Start-up Awards 2021" were declared by the
Government of India, which honored 46 start-ups for their contributions in their various
industries

159) How many job opportunities is Rojgar Mission aims to create?
A.12 lakh job opportunities
B.14 lakh job opportunities
C.16 lakh job opportunities
D.15 lakh job opportunities

Answer D
Explanation The mission aims to create 15 lakh job opportunities in the state in five years.
Experts from IITs, IIITs, and IIMs would be involved in the expedition. The state's Chief
Minister will chair it.

160) How much rare-earth metals were supplied to USA by China in 2019?
A.90%
B.80%
C.85%
D.95%

Answer B
Explanation All of these metals are tightly controlled by China. China supplied 80% of the rareearth metals consumed in the United States in 2019.

161) How many tableaux will be at the Republic Day Parade?
A.12 tableaux
B.21 tableaux
C.22 tableaux
D.20 tableaux

Answer B
Explanation There will be 21 tableaux, including 12 representing states and UTs and 9 from
central government departments or independent organizations.
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162) How many engineers to be trained under the Chip to Start-up (C2S)
Program?
A.8500 engineers
B.85000 engineers
C.850000 engineers
D.850 engineers

Answer B
Explanation The federal government is requesting applications from 100 start-ups, MSMEs,
R&D organizations, and academics to train 85,000 engineers.They are required to train in the
areas of very-large-scale integration (VLSI) and embedded device design under the "Chip to Startup (C2S) Program."

163) When was Badminton World Federation established?
A.1933
B.1943
C.1934
D.1944

Answer C
Explanation The Badminton World Federation was established on July 5, 1934.

164) How much money is allocated for Armed Forces Flag Day Fund by
DESW ?
A. Rs 320 crore
B. Rs 3200 crore
C. Rs 320000 crore
D. Rs 32000 crore

Answer A
Explanation The ministry also announced that the DESW has allocated Rs 320 crore to the
Armed Forces Flag Day Fund (AFFDF) to address all backlogs of pending welfare applications,
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165) How many menstruation cups will be supplied under the Thingal Scheme
in Kumbalanghi?
A.500
B.500000
C.5000
D.50000

Answer C
Explanation This action is part of the 'Avalkayi' initiative, which is being carried out in the
Ernakulam electoral district in collaboration with HLL Management Academy's "Thingal
Scheme" and Indian Oil Corporation. Menstrual cups will be supplied to women in Kumbalangi
village aged 18 and up as part of this campaign. Under it, 5000 menstruation cups will be
supplied. The Governor will also designate Kumbalangi village as a model village at the same
time.

166) Where is Mrs. India 2020-2021 Navdeep Kaur from?
A.Maharashtra
B.Gujarat
C.Odisha
D.New Delhi

Answer B
Explanation Navdeep comes from a small town near Rourkela, Odisha's Steel City.

167) When is Open Data Week In India?
A.20 Jan
B.11 Jan
C.12 Jan
D.21 Jan

Answer D
Explanation The Open Data Week celebration includes the Data Day celebration. It will be
observed on January 21, 2022.
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168) How many cities have published their success stories on the open data
week portal launched by Ministry Of Housing And Urban Affairs?
A.56
B.52
C.60
D.50

Answer C
Explanation The data will be made available through an open data portal. And over sixty cities
have already had success stories published on the portal.

169) How many cubs did Collarwali Tigress give birth in her lifetime?
A.22
B.29
C.28
D.30

Answer B
Explanation During her lifetime, she gave birth to 29 cubs. Only 25 of the 29 pubs survived.
Collarwali tigress managed to give birth to three pubs in 2005. They did not make it.

170) When was Collarwali Tigress born?
A.2005
B.2015
C.2000
D.2001

Answer A
Explanation In 2005, the Collarwali tigress was born. She was instrumental in increasing the
tiger inhabitants in the Pench Tiger Reserve.

171) Which plants have compounds that are important for essential oils?
A.Flowering Plants
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B.Aromatic Plants
C.Vascular plants
D.None Of the above

Answer B
Explanation Aromatic plants contain aromatic compounds, which are essentially essential oils.

172) Which climate is ideal for the growth of a large amount of plant material
that can be used in medicinal and aromatic actions?
A.Kashmir Valley's climate
B.Kashmir Mountain's climate
C.Kerala Valley's climate
D.Odisha shores' climate

Answer A
Explanation Kashmir Valley's climate is ideal for growing a wide range of vegetable crops, fruit,
and a large amount of plant material that can be used in medicinal and aromatic actions.

173) How much will Mana Ooru Mana Badi scheme cost?
A.Rs 7,829 crores
B.Rs 7,298 crores
C.Rs 7,288 crores
D.Rs 7,289 crores

Answer D
Explanation The program will help the state build school infrastructure and will cost Rs 7,289
crores to implement. The program will assist more than 19.84 lakh children.

174) How many local council schools and the public will be covered in the first
phase of Mana Ooru Mana Badi scheme?
A.9,123
B.9,122
C.9,132
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D.9,113

Answer A
Explanation In the first phase, the initiative will be deployed in 9,123 local council schools and
the public.

175) When did PM Modi virtually presented his 'State of the World' special
address at Davos?
A.7 Jan
B.1 Jan
C.17 Jan
D.18 Jan

Answer C
Explanation On January 17, 2022, PM Modi virtually presented his 'State of the World' special
address at the World Economic Forum's (WEF) Davos Agenda.

176) When was Davos agenda introduced?
A.1970
B.1971
C.1977
D.1972

Answer B
Explanation Political, business, cultural, and media leaders who want to be involved in the
international agenda attend this yearly gathering. Davos was founded in 1971 in Geneva,
Switzerland, as a non-profit organisation that was independent, unbiased, and not linked to
special interests.

177) Where is the enigma being auctioned after the tour?
A.London
B.Dubai
C.New York
D.Los Angeles
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Answer A
Explanation After a tour in Dubai, the diamond will be begun taking to Los Angeles before
being auctioned in London in February 2022.

178) How many components does National Technical Textiles Mission have?
A.3
B.4
C.5
D.6

Answer B
Explanation The National Technical Textiles Mission is divided into four components.

179) When was COVID vaccination drive was launched?
A.December 2021
B.April 2021
C.January 2021
D.July 2021

Answer C
Explanation The COVID vaccination drive was launched in January 2021.

180) How many buses is the Delhi government planning on release by
February 2022?
A.40
B.70
C.60
D.50

Answer D
Explanation The Delhi government plans to release fifty more electric buses by February 2022.
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181) Since when the previous army uniform used?
A.2000
B.2018
C.2008
D.2001

Answer C
Explanation The previous Uniform has been in use since 2008. The new Uniform has an
equivalent color to the older one, earthen shades and green.

182) When was National Payment Corporation Of India Established?
A.2018
B.2008
C.2000
D.2001

Answer B
Explanation India's National Payments Corporation of India was established in 2008.

183) Where is 9th Edition Of Women National Ice Hockey Championship
happening
A.Himachal Pradesh
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation The 9th Women's National Ice Hockey Championship-2022 was launched in
Himachal Pradesh at the Ice Skating Rink in Kaza, Lahaul Spiti district.

184) How much is the cash prize for the winning schools under the Swachh
Vidyalaya Puraskar?
A.Rs 60000 per school.
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B.Rs 6000 per school.
C.Rs 600000 per school.
D.Rs 600000 per school.

Answer A
Explanation This year, 40 schools will be chosen at the national level in the overall category.
Under the Samagra Shiksha scheme, the award cash has been increased from Rs 50,000 to Rs
60,000 per school.

185) When was the first Raising Day celebrated by NDRF?
A.2016
B.2000
C.2006
D.2001

Answer C
Explanation Since its inception on January 19, 2006, the National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) has celebrated Raising Day every year on January 19.

186) When was Debnath awarded the Padma Shri?
A.2013
B.2015
C.2007
D.2021

Answer D
Explanation Debnath was awarded the Padma Shri, India's fourth-highest civilian honor, in
2021.

187) When was Antarctica Ice Fish discovered?
A.January 2021
B.February 2021
C.December 2020
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D.January 2022

Answer B
Explanation In February 2021, the species was discovered. Their breeding nests, on the other
hand, were only recently discovered.

188) How many active nests were discovered in the Antarctic sea?
A.50 Million
B.55 Million
C.60 Million
D.65 Million

Answer C
Explanation Sixty million active nests are covering 92 sq miles in the Antarctic sea. This is the
world's largest discovered fish breeding colony.

189) When was Asteroid 1994 PC1 discovered?
A.1997
B.1996
C.1998
D.1995

Answer A
Explanation Asteroid 1994 PC1 was discovered in 1997 by Goldstone radar.

190) What is the another name for Asteroid 1994 PC1?
A.7481
B.7488
C.7382
D.7482

Answer D
Explanation "7482" is another name for it. Its length exceeds one kilometer. This equates to
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3,450 feet. The Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, stands 2,722 feet tall.

191) When was the Best FIFA Football Awards first presented?
A.2016
B.2015
C.2017
D.2014

Answer C
Explanation Best FIFA Football Awards was given for the first time in 2017

192) When was the FIFA World Player of the Year award first given out?
A.1991
B.2015
C.2017
D.2014

Answer A
Explanation The FIFA World Player of the Year award was given out by FIFA until 2015.

193) Since when Jakarta has served as Indonesia's capital?
A.1940
B.1948
C.1949
D.1959

Answer C
Explanation Since 1949, Jakarta has served as Indonesia's capital.

194) When did Indonesia state that it will be shifting it's capital?
A.2018
B.2019
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C.2017
D.2020

Answer B
Explanation East Kalimantan, or Jakarta, is a city on the island of Borneo. In 2019, it was stated
that the capital would be relocated here.

195) How much did the organization that successfully thwarted cyber-attacks
pay?
A.3 million dollars
B.6 million dollars
C.3.6 million dollars
D.6.3 million dollars

Answer C
Explanation An organization that successfully thwarted cyber-attacks paid 3.6 million dollars.

196) Based on how many extreme weather events was the Climate Hazards
and Vulnerability Atlas created?
A.11
B.14
C.13
D.12

Answer B
Explanation The map was created by scientists based on 14 extreme weather events.

197) When was Australian Open began?
A.11 Jan
B.16 Jan
C.17 Jan
D.12 Jan

Answer C
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Explanation The Australian Open has been one of the four major Grand Slam tournaments. It
was supposed to begin on January 17, 2022.

198) When does operation Sard Hawa began?
A.22 Jan
B.24 Jan
C.21 Jan
D.23 Jan

Answer D
Explanation For this reason, the BSF performs Operation Sard Hawa during the winter. This
year's Operation Sard Hawa will take place respectively 23 -28 January.

199) How much did Individual Investors percentage have risen in 2021?
A.40%
B.45%
C.35%
D.50%

Answer B
Explanation Individual investors in India are on the rise. In 2020, their share was 39 percent.
According to NSE (National Stock Exchange) data, it will have risen to 45 percent by 2021.

200) How many campaigns will be held as a part of the beginning of the
Brahma kumaris' year-long celebration of Azadi ke Amrit?
A.20
B.31
C.40
D.30

Answer D
Explanation It marks the beginning of the Brahma kumaris' year-long celebration of Azadi ke
Amrit. 15000 events and 30 campaigns will be held as part of the initiative.
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201) When was IMD established?
A.1885
B.1975
C.1875
D.1985

Answer C
Explanation The IMD was established in 1875.

202) When was IREDA established?
A.1987
B.1988
C.1989
D.1986

Answer A
Explanation IREDA was founded in 1987 with its headquarters in Delhi

203) When did Saoli Mitra honoured with Padma shri?
A.2019
B.2000
C.2009
D.2001

Answer C
Explanation Mitra received the Sangeet Natak Akademi in 2003 the Padma Shri in 2009.

204) When is the AFC Women's football Asian Cup 2022 happening?
A.21 Jan
B.22 Jan
C.23 jan
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D.20 Jan

Answer D
Explanation The AFC Women's Football Asian Cup India 2022 will be held in Mumbai, Navi
Mumbai, and Pune beginning on January 20, 2022.

205) When did Lt Gen CP Mohanty retire?
A.3 Jan
B.1 Jan
C.30 Jan
D.31 Jan

Answer D
Explanation General Pande, the Eastern Army Commander, would succeed Lt Gen CP Mohanty,
who will retire on January 31.

206) How many votes did Roberta Metsola received for the president of the
European Union's Parliament election?
A.458
B.455
C.488
D.450

Answer A
Explanation Metsola was the contender of the Parliament's largest group, and she received 458
votes out of 616 casts.

207) How many cities were awarded the Streets for people challenge?
A.10
B.12
C.11
D.13

Answer C
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Explanation The "Streets for People Challenge Award" has been given to about eleven Cities.

208) How many cities were awarded Nurturing Neighborhood Challenge?
A.10
B.12
C.8
D.9

Answer D
Explanation The "Nurturing Neighbourhood Challenge" has been awarded to Bengaluru,
Hubballi-Dharwad, Indore, Jabalpur, Kakinada, Kochi, Kohima Rourkela, Vadodara, Warangal.

209) How long does the new Exo planet take to revolve around its star?
A.260
B.261
C.270
D.271

Answer B
Explanation The planet takes 261 days to orbit its star. The temperature on the surface is 76
degrees Celsius.

210) How many earth years does it take for Jupiter to complete one revolution
around the sun?
A.12
B.11
C.21
D.22

Answer A
Explanation Jupiter completes one trip around the sun in twelve Earth years!

211) How much did the Digital payments in the nation increase in September
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2021?
A.50%
B.40%
C.45%
D.55%

Answer B
Explanation Digital payments in the nation surged by 40% in September 2021 compared to
March 2021, according to the index.

212) How much did the number of payments made using digital means
increased?
A.39.65%
B.39.66%
C.38.64%
D.39.64%

Answer D
Explanation Within three years, the index value has climbed by 2.7 times. The number of
payments made using digital means has increased by 39.64 percent.

213) When will the India- central Asia summit happen?
A.22 Jan
B.26 Jan
C.27 Jan
D.28 Jan

Answer C
Explanation PM Modi will host the India-Central Asia Summit on January 27.

214) How many Wetland birds were reported in the Kaziranga National Park?
A. 66,776
B. 66,777
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C. 67,776
D. 66,766

Answer A
Explanation There were 66,776 wetlands birds reported. In the national park area, 42,205 people
were counted.

215) How many Hog deers were reported in the Kaziranga National Park
census?
A.45000
B.40000
C.4000
D.50000

Answer B
Explanation A total of 40,000 hog deer have been reported. They are the primary source of food
for the park's tigers. There were 35 elephants spotted.

216) How many central asian president are attending the India- Central Asia
Summit?
A.4
B.6
C.3
D.5

Answer D
Explanation PM Modi will host the India-Central Asia Summit on January 27. The five
presidents of Central Asia will attend the conference.

217) When was Omo Kibish I first discovered?
A.1967
B.1966
C.1968
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D.1977

Answer A
Explanation Omo Kibish I was discovered for the first time in Ethiopia in 1967.

218) When was the previous National Achievement Survey happen?
A.2007
B.2017
C.2000
D.2001

Answer B
Explanation The "National Achievement Survey" is the name of the survey. It was carried out
with the assistance of district coordinators. The previous survey was carried out in 2017. The
survey's findings are published as individual district report cards.

219) When was KCR Kit Scheme launched in Telengana?
A.2007
B.2000
C.2017
D.2001

Answer C
Explanation K Chandrasekar Rao, the Chief Minister of Telangana, launched it in 2017.
Telangana's state government set aside Rs 605 crores for the scheme in 2017.

220) Which IAS Rule appoints the IAS officers?
A. IAS Rules of 1955
B. IAS Rules of 1954
C. IAS Rules of 1945
D. IAS Rules of 1950

Answer B
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Explanation The IAS Rules of 1954 govern the appointment of IAS officers.

221) When was Desh Ke Mentor Program launched?
A.October 2020
B.October 2019
C.October 2012
D.October 2021

Answer D
Explanation The Delhi Government launched the Desh Ke Mentor Program in October 2021.

222) When was International Labour Organization found?
A.1999
B.1919
C.1991
D.1911

Answer B
Explanation International Labour Organization Founded in 1919

223) Where did India Test Fires BrahMos Supersonic Cruise Missile?
A.Andhra Pradesh
B.Rajasthan
C.Odisha
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation The BrahMos supersonic cruise missile was successfully test-fired from the
Integrated Test Range, Chandipur, off the coast of Odisha, with enhanced indigenous content and
improved performance.

224) When was Sania Mirza named as the one of the "50 Heroes of Asia." ?
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A.2015
B.2000
C.2001
D.2005

Answer D
Explanation In October 2005, Time named Mirza one of the "50 Heroes of Asia."

225) When did Major Hari Pal Singh Ahluwalia receive arjuna award?
A.1965
B.1966
C.1995
D.1955

Answer A
Explanation Major Hari Pal Singh Ahluwalia received the Arjuna Award in 1965

226) When did the The First BRICS Sherpas Meeting 2022 happen?
A.11 Jan
B.20 Jan
C.21 Jan
D.18 Jan

Answer D
Explanation On January 18-19, 2022, the first BRICS Sherpas meeting of 2022 was conducted
virtually, with participants praising India for its BRICS chairship in 2021.

227) When did Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) released its "Climate
of India during 2021" report?
A.21 Jan
B.22 Jan
C.23 Jan
D.24 Jan
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Answer A
Explanation On January 21, 2022, the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) released its
"Climate of India during 2021" report.

228) How many died due to extreme weather conditions in India in 2021?
A.1,751
B.1,750
C.1,752
D.1,753

Answer B
Explanation In 2021, India posted a loss of 1,750 lives due to extreme weather events. With 350
deaths, Maharashtra was the worst-affected state.

229) When was #iPledgeToBeMe campaign launched?
A.2006
B.2001
C.2016
D.2000

Answer C
Explanation Prajakta Koli has previously spoken out against body shaming and online bullying
with her song "Shameless" as part of her campaign #iPledgeToBeMe.In 2016, on World Mental
Health Day, the campaign was launched. She represents YouTube's 'Creators For Change' project
as a worldwide ambassador.

230) When was United Nations Development Program founded?
A.1995
B.1985
C.1975
D.1965

Answer D
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Explanation The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) was founded in 1965 by the
United Nations. The company's headquarters are in New York City.

231) How many died of antimicrobial resistance around world in 2019?
A.1.29 million
B.1.28 million
C.1.26 million
D.1.27 million

Answer D
Explanation According to the study, antimicrobial resistance affected more than 1.27 million
individuals worldwide in 2019.

232) Out Of 23 distinct type bacteria took by the scientist, how many
bacteria's where responsible for the Antimicrobial Resistance deaths?
A.4
B.5
C.6
D.7

Answer C
Explanation The researchers looked at 23 distinct types of bacteria that cause sickness. Only six
of these caused 3.57 million deaths.

233) When was the agreement signed as part of the previously established
"Green Strategic Partnership Action Plan 2020-2025."?
A.February
B.January
C.March
D.April

Answer B
Explanation At a virtual meeting in January, the agreement was signed as part of the previously
established "Green Strategic Partnership Action Plan 2020-2025."
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234) How many webinars will be conducted to promote India-Denmark
relationship?
A.3 to 4
B.4 to 5
C.2 to 3
D.1 to 2

Answer A
Explanation They also agreed to have three to four webinars to promote relationship
development.

235) How much points does a state gain under the Star Rating system of
environmental Ministry for completing a project?
A.less than 80 days
B. 80 days
C.more than 80 days
D. less than 60 days

Answer A
Explanation The star rating system assigns states points on a scale of one to seven for this. For
completing a project in less than 80 days, the states gain two points.

236) What is the time taken to obtain the certification from SEIAA?
A.100
B.105
C.70
D.75

Answer D
Explanation The usual time taken to obtain the certification has been cut to 75 days. It had been
105 days previously.

237) When was The International Energy Agency established?
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A.1994
B.1974
C.1947
D.1977

Answer B
Explanation The International Energy Agency (IEA) was founded in 1974 in conformance with
the OECD framework. It is a self-governing intergovernmental organization.

238) Who is in charge of implementing the fund in Israel under the I4F?
A. Israeli Innovation Authority
B. Israeli Innovating Authority
C. Israel Innovation Authority
D. Israeli Innovation Agency

Answer C
Explanation The Israeli Innovation Authority is in charge of implementing the fund in Israel.

239) When will the Chinese Olympics begin?
A.5 Feb
B.4 Feb
C.3 Feb
D.6 Feb

Answer B
Explanation The Games will be held in Beijing, China, from February 4 to February 20.

240) When was digital government mission launched?
A.2005
B.2001
C.2015
D.2000
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Answer A
Explanation Digital government mission launched in 2015

241) When did Russian Officials granted cryptocurrencies legal status?
A.2022
B.2021
C.2019
D.2020

Answer D
Explanation In Russia, officials granted cryptocurrencies legal status in 2020. Their use in
payments, however, was never authorized.

242) When was the New Species Of Rain frog discovered?
A.2022
B.2012
C.2021
D.2002

Answer B
Explanation The frog was discovered in 2012 and was thought to be a member of the already
classified Pristimantis family.

243) How many more dairy farms were recognized for the hamlet under the
Integrated Dairy Development Scheme?
A.55
B.58
C.57
D.54

Answer C
Explanation It was Also officially recognized 57 more dairy farms for the hamlet under the
Integrated Dairy Development Scheme (IDDS).

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

244) When did India declared Kokborok as the official language of Tripura?
A.1977
B.1978
C.1976
D.1979

Answer D
Explanation The state government of Tripura, India, declared Kokborok, along with Bengali and
English, an official language in 1979.

245) When was Saturnino de la Fuente born?
A.1909
B.1919
C.1900
D.1901

Answer A
Explanation He was born February 11, 1909, in the Len neighborhood of Puente Castro, Spain.

246) When was the The Amar Jawan Jyoti was officially launched?
A.1971
B.1972
C.1977
D.1997

Answer B
Explanation The Amar Jawan Jyoti was officially launched by then-Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi on Republic Day in 1972.

247) When is the vaccinations for children's between ages of 15 and 17?
A.13 Jan
B.3 Jan
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C.30 Jan
D.31 Jan

Answer B
Explanation Since January 3, 2022, children between the ages of 15 and 17 have been
vaccinated.

248) What percentage of adolescents have the COVID19?
A.10%
B.11%
C.1%
D.12%

Answer C
Explanation COVID-19 disease is present in one percent of adolescents. COVID-19 was mild in
84.6 percent of the people.

249) How much will the government will fund for the Delhi Streetscraping
Project?
A.70%
B.80%
C.50%
D.60%

Answer D
Explanation The government will fund 60 percent of the project's cost to the entities in charge of
its implementation.

250) How many experts have been hired by Delhi's Public Welfare
Department to provide streetscape advice to the government?
A.9
B.10
C.11

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

D.12

Answer A
Explanation Nine experts have been hired by Delhi's Public Welfare Department. These
consultants will provide streetscape advice to the government.

251) When was Paris Agreement signed?
A.2005
B.2015
C.2001
D.2000

Answer B
Explanation The Paris Agreement, which was signed in 2015, intended to limit global warming
to 1.5 degrees Celsius over pre-industrial levels.

252) How much should the global emissions be reduced by the end of the
decade?
A.40%
B.55%
C.45%
D.50%

Answer C
Explanation By the end of the decade, global emissions should have decreased by 45 percent.

253) What is KIADB?
A.Karnataka Industrial Areas Development Board
B.Karnataka Industries Areas Development Board
C.Karnataka Industrial Areas Developing Board
D.Karnataka Industrial Areas Development Bureau

Answer A
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Explanation Karnataka Industrial Areas Development Board is known as KIADB.

254) How much will it cost for building the Mangaluru Plastic Park?
A.Rs 62.78 crores
B.Rs 62.77 crores
C.Rs 62.87 crores
D.Rs 63.77 crores

Answer B
Explanation The park will cost Rs 62.77 crores to build. It will be constructed on property
owned by the Karnataka Industrial Areas Development Board (KIADB).

255) How much did the Unicorns brought in for India?
A. $80 billion
B. $95 billion
C. $99 billion
D. $90 billion

Answer D
Explanation Unicorns alone brought in $90 billion. The number of unicorns has increased
sixfold between 2015 and 2021.

256) When was NASSCOM established?
A.1999
B.1988
C.1998
D.1989

Answer B
Explanation NASSCOM is a non-profit organization that works to expand India's IT sector. It is
a non-profit trade organization. It was founded in 1988.

257) When is Netaji Subash Chandra Bose Birthday?
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A.22 JAN
B.23 JAN
C.27 JAN
D.25 JAN

Answer B
Explanation The statue was unveiled on Netaji's 125th birthday. On January 23rd, he celebrates
his birthday.

258) When is Arunachal Pradesh Statehood Day?
A.21 JAN
B.22 JAN
C.20 JAN
D.23 JAN

Answer C
Explanation On January 20, 1972, the former North-East Frontier Agency was renamed
Arunachal Pradesh. It was designated as a union territory.

259) When was Virtual Reality Modelling Language first Introduced?
A.1993
B.1995
C.1999
D.1994

Answer D
Explanation In 1994, the Virtual Reality Modelling Language was first introduced. It was
designed to create "virtual worlds" without the use of headsets.

260) When was Operation Sajag Initiated?
A.14 Oct 2020
B.15 Oct 2019
C.1 Oct 2001
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D.4 Oct 2021

Answer D
Explanation On October 4, 2021, Operation Sajag was initiated with the goal of reducing
incidents of street crime.

261) When was Happiness Curriculum launched in Delhi?
A.2001
B.2018
C.2008
D.2000

Answer B
Explanation In July 2018, the Happiness Curriculum was launched. It was created with the goal
of bolstering the groundwork of happiness and well-being for all students.

262) When did the DC South Asian Film Festival begin?
A.11 Jan
B.16 Jan
C.15 Jan
D.13 Jan

Answer B
Explanation The DC South Asian Film Festival (DCSAFF) 2021 is scheduled to take place
virtually from January 16 to January 30 and will feature the best in alternative cinema from India,
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Tibet, and Sri Lanka.

263) When was National Girl Child Day first celebrated?
A.2000
B.2011
C.2018
D.2008

Answer D
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Explanation The day was first observed in 2008 as a joint initiative of the Ministry of Women
and Child Development and the Government of India.

264) When was International Day of Education first celebrated?
A.2009
B.2019
C.2000
D.2001

Answer B
Explanation The first-ever International Day of Education was observed on January 24, 2019, in
accordance with a motion passed by the United Nations General Assembly on December 3, 2018,
to commemorate the role of education in development.

265) When did the Syed Modi International badminton tournament 2022
began?
A.11 Jan
B.23 Jan
C.8 Jan
D.18 Jan

Answer D
Explanation From January 18 to 23, 2022, the Babu Banarasi Das Indoor Stadium in Lucknow,
Uttar Pradesh, hosted the 2022 Syed Modi International badminton tournament.

266) How many indicators are used to measure across ten governance
sectors?istrict Good Governance Index
A.85
B.55
C.88
D.58

Answer D
Explanation The District Good Governance Index (DGGI) is a structured document that
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measures performance across ten governance sectors using 58 indicators and 116 data points.

267) When was Abide With Me Hymn written?
A.1821
B.1820
C.1898
D.1822

Answer B
Explanation Lyte wrote the song in 1820. Lyte was dying at the time he wrote the hymn.

268) When was Aye Mere Watan Ke Logon hymn writter?
A.1993
B.1960
C.1963
D.1961

Answer C
Explanation The hymn has been replaced by Kavi Pradeep's "Aye Mere Watan Ke Logon." It
was written by C Ramachandra and sung by Lata Mangeshkar in 1963.

269) What is PRICE?
A.People's Research on India's Consumer Economy
B.People's Research on Indian Consumer Economy
C.People's Research on India's Consumer Environment
D.People's Research on India's Comprehensive Economy

Answer A
Explanation PRICE is People's Research on India's Consumer Economy,

270) How much did the revenue of the upper-middle class rise in the COVID
period?
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A.17%
B.10%
C.77%
D.7%

Answer D
Explanation The revenue of the upper-middle class rose by 7% during the COVID period.

271) What is the cash Prize for Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan
Puraskar?
A. Rs 51 lakh
B.Rs 55 lakh
C.Rs 53 lakh
D.Rs 52lakh

Answer A
Explanation The award consists of a cash prize of Rs 51 lakh and a certificate in the case of an
institution, a cash prize of Rs 5 lakh, and a certificate in the case of an individual.

272) When did Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose became the president of INC ?
A.1998
B.1999
C.1938
D.1948

Answer C
Explanation He was also the President of the INC from 1938 to 1939. The cause of Netaji's
death is still unknown.

273) When was Australia's Online Safety Bill enacted?
A.June 2021
B.January 2021
C.July 2021
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D.August 2021

Answer C
Explanation From January 23, 2022, Australia's Online Safety Act will take effect. In July of
2021, the statute was enacted.

274) How long will it take to remove the bullying content under the Online
Safety Bill Passed By Australia?
A.48 hours
B.40 Hours
C.32 Hours
D.24 Hours

Answer D
Explanation It takes to remove bullying content has been reduced from 48 hours to 24 hours. It
deals with both adult and kid bullying.

275) How many children were given the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal
Puraskar awards?
A.22
B.24
C.29
D.35

Answer C
Explanation The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar was given to 29 children

276) When is Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's birthday?
A.22 Jan
B.23 Jan
C.26 JAN
D.25 Jan

Answer B
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Explanation On January 23, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was born in Cuttack, Odisha.
Janakinath Bose and Prabhavati Dutt were his parents.

277) When was Ramisyllis multicaudata and Syllis ramosa discovered?
A.2020
B.2012
C.2021
D.2022

Answer B
Explanation Ramisyllis multicaudata and Syllis ramosa are the other two. R. multicaudata was
discovered in 2012.

278) How much is lost in the ongoing 6th mass extinction of earth?
A.12%
B.10%
C.15%
D.13%

Answer D
Explanation According to a report issued in Biological Reviews, the Earth is experiencing the
Sixth Mass Extinction. It may have already lost approximately 13% of its total species.

279) When was TSR Subramanian Committee formed?
A.2014
B.2001
C.2000
D.2004

Answer A
Explanation The TSR Subramanian committee was formed in August 2014, with Subramanian
as chairman.
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280) When did Twitter first announced its intention to announce NFT profile
images?
A.October 2021
B.September 2021
C.December 2021
D.November 2021

Answer B
Explanation Twitter first announced its intention to announce NFT profile images in September
2021.

281) When did the Nominations for the Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda
Prabandhan Puraskar 2022 award begin?
A. July 11, 2021
B. July 1, 2021
C. July 21, 2021
D. July 10, 2021

Answer B
Explanation Nominations for the 2022 award were accepted beginning on July 1, 2021. This
year, 243 valid nominations were received from institutions and individuals.

282) When is National Voter's Day celebrated in India?
A.22 Jan
B.23 Jan
C.24 Jan
D.25 Jan

Answer D
Explanation Every year on January 25, India observes "National Voters' Day" to encourage more
young voters to participate in the political process.

283) When is National Tourism day celebrated in India?
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A.22 JAN
B.24 JAN
C.26 jan
D.25 jan

Answer D
Explanation The Indian government designated January 25 as National Tourism Day in order to
raise awareness about the importance of tourism to the Indian economy.

284) When did Thiru R. Nagaswamy won the Padma Bhushan?
A.2020
B.2019
C.2020
D.2018

Answer D
Explanation Nagaswamy was awarded the Padma Bhushan, India's third-highest civilian honour,
in 2018.

285) Who is the ICC Womens Cricketer of the Year 2021?
A.Mithali Raj
B.Harleen Deol
C.Smriti Mandhana
D.Neha Tanwar

Answer C
Explanation Rachael Heyhoe Flint Trophy for ICC Womens Cricketer of the Year won by Smriti
Mandhana (India)

286) How many players represented Ladakh in the National Ice Hockey
Championship 2022?
A.30
B.40
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C.20
D.10

Answer C
Explanation The union territory was represented in the championship by a total of 20 players.

287) When was blockchain-based digital degrees at IIT Kanpur launched?
A.22 Dec
B.29 Dec
C.28 Dec
D.25 Dec

Answer C
Explanation PM Modi launched blockchain-based digital degrees at IIT Kanpur during a
convocation ceremony on 28 December.

288) How many winners of the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar
(PMRBP) 2021 and 2022 got digital certificates?
A.51
B.61
C.41
D.71

Answer B
Explanation The 61 Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PMRBP) 2021 and 2022 were
awarded digital certificates based on blockchain technology.

289) When was the former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee awarded the
Padma Vibushan?
A.1999
B.1992
C.1997
D.1993
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Answer B
Explanation The then-Congress administration, led by PV Narasimha Rao, chose EMS and BJP's
Atal Bihari Vajpayee for the Padma Vibhushan award in 1992.

290) When did Parkash Singh Badal, the former Punjab Chief Minister,
returned his Padma Vibhushan?
A.2021
B.2019
C.2022
D.2020

Answer D
Explanation Parkash Singh Badal, the former Punjab Chief Minister, returned to Padma
Vibhushan in 2020 to support farmer protests.

291) Where did the CHIRU Naval Drills happen?
A.Oman
B.Yemen
C.Iran
D.Russia

Answer A
Explanation CHIRU is a naval exercise that China, Russia, and Iran recently performed in
Oman.

292) When was Chinese missile destroyer Uruqmi commisioned?
A.2020
B.2019
C.2017
D.2018

Answer D
Explanation The Chinese missile destroyer Uruqmi. In 2018, she was given a commission.
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Uruqmi is a destroyer of the Type 052D class.

293) When did the Guatemalan Civil War happen?
A.1960 - 1999
B.1966 - 1996
C.1960 - 1969
D.1960 - 1996

Answer D
Explanation The Civil War started on 13 November 1960 and ended on 29 December 1996

294) Where is Guatemala?
A.North America
B.Brazil
C.Central America
D.Mexico

Answer C
Explanation Guatemala is a city in Central America bordered by Mexico.

295) When is the Data Privacy Day 2022?
A.28 Jan
B.29 Jan
C.26 Jan
D.25 Jan

Answer A
Explanation Annually on 28 January, Data Privacy Day is commemorated to raise privacy
awareness.

296) When was the first international data privacy day celebrated?
A.2018
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B.2017
C.2007
D.2008

Answer C
Explanation The day was initiated by the Council of Europe to be first held in 2007 as the
European Data Protection Day.

297) How much did World bank predict a decline in global growth in 2022?
A.4%
B.4.1%
C.4.4%
D.4.3%

Answer B
Explanation The World Bank recently predicted a decline in global growth, with the rate
remaining at 4.1 percent in 2022.

298) How many Gallantry Awards were awarded by president Ramnath
Kovind on the republic day?
A.300
B.380
C.384
D.387

Answer C
Explanation President Ram Nath Kovind awarded 384 gallantry medals and other military
decorations for members of the security services on 25 January.

299) When was the Assam Baibhav award officially announced?
A.2 December 2021
B.21 December 2021
C.1 December 2021
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D.22 December 2021

Answer A
Explanation Assam Baibhav is the highest civilian award in the State of Assam, India.[1] On 2
December 2021, chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma officially declared the award on the
occasion of "Asom diwas" (Assam Day).

300) How long does it take to get the test results in the Om test kit for
Omicron?
A.1 hour
B.3 hours
C.2 hours
D.4 Hours

Answer C
Explanation Within two months, the kit was completed. It will set you back roughly Rs 150. It
will also offer test results in two hours.

301) Which company was the first Deccahorn?
A.Microsoft
B.Facebook
C.Swiggy
D.Alibaba

Answer B
Explanation The first Deccahorn was Facebook. It was given the moniker in 2007.

302) When did India's Constitution went into effect?
A.January 26, 1947
B.January 20, 1950
C.January 26, 1955
D.January 26, 1950

Answer D
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Explanation Republic Day commemorates the date on which India's Constitution went into
effect, on January 26, 1950.

303) When did Neeraj Chopra won the Vishisht Seva Medal?
A.2020
B.2021
C.2022
D.2019

Answer A
Explanation Chopra received the Arjuna Award in 2018 and the Vishisht Seva Medal (VSM) in
2020 for his sporting achievements.

304) When did UN declare Jan 27 as the International Holocaust Day?
A.2000
B.2015
C.2005
D.2001

Answer C
Explanation In 2005, the United Nations declared the day as an official memorial of the victims
of the Nazi dictatorship, as well as a day to promote Holocaust education around the world.

305) What is India's rank in Global Drug Policy Index 2021?
A.8th
B.80th
C.18th
D.88th

Answer C
Explanation Global Drug Policy Index 2021: 18th

306) When did IAF placed an order and signed a deal with Russia for 670,000
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rifles?
A.December 16, 2021
B.December 6, 2021
C.December 10, 2021
D.December 11, 2021

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Armed Forces have placed an order for 670,000 rifles, for which a deal
was signed between India and Kalashnikov (Russian defense manufacturing unit) on December 6,
2021.

307) When did Daniel Ortega's first term in office end?
A.1999
B.1990
C.1989
D.1991

Answer B
Explanation Ortega's first term in office ended in 1990, and when he was re-elected in 2007, he
immediately set about regaining control of major state institutions.

308) Till when will President Jos Daniel Ortega Saavedra serve as the 5th
Term president of Nicaraguan?
A.January 2029
B.January 2027
C.July 2027
D.June 2027

Answer B
Explanation This is his fifth term as President of Nicaragua, and his fourth in a row. He will hold
the position until January 2027.

309) How much did India provided Srilanka for it's Forex Crisis?
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A.USD 600 million
B.USD 800 million
C.USD 900 million
D.USD 700 million

Answer C
Explanation India has provided financial aid to Sri Lanka in the amount of USD 900 million in
loans to enable the island nation to replenish its low foreign reserves and purchase food.

310) How much did Sri Lanka receive as Asian Clearing Union settlement
deferral?
A.USD 500 million
B.USD 519 million
C.USD 510 million
D.USD 509 million

Answer D
Explanation These include a USD 509 million Asian Clearing Union settlement deferral and a
USD 400 million currency swap.

311) How much is the Defense scholarship announced by Rajnath Singh, At
Chandigarh University?
A.Rs 100 crore
B.Rs 10 crore
C.Rs 1 crore
D.Rs 1000 crore

Answer B
Explanation The Union Minister also announced the launch of a Rs 10 crore Defence
Scholarship Scheme at Chandigarh University for the children of three-service military officers.

312) Where did Defense Minister launched the Kalpana Chawla Centre For
Research?
A.Chattisgarh
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B.Chandigarh
C.Uttar Pradesh
D.Himachal Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation At Chandigarh University, Rajnath Singh inaugurates the Kalpana Chawla Centre
For Research.

313) When was Dr. S. Somanath born?
A.1993
B.1960
C.1967
D.1963

Answer D
Explanation Somanath, who was born in July 1963, received a Gold Medal for his meritorious
performance after graduating with a second-place finish in Mechanical Engineering from Kerala
University.

314) When did Dr. Somanath win the ISRO's Performance Excellence Award?
A.2004
B.2013
C.2014
D.2001

Answer C
Explanation He has received the Astronautical Society of India's (ASI) Space Gold Medal, as
well as ISRO's Performance Excellence Award-2014 and Team Excellence Award-2014 for the
GSLV Mk-III realization.

315) When will Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas assume his full time position as
IMFs Chief Economist?
A.April 1, 2022
B.April 11, 2022
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C.April 2, 2022
D.April 10, 2022

Answer A
Explanation From April 1, 2022, Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas will assume a full-time position.

316) How members does IMF have?
A.100
B.200
C.290
D.190

Answer D
Explanation There are 190 International Monetary Fund Member Countries.

317) When did Change-5 Spacecraft landed on the Moon?
A.December 1, 2020
B.December 11, 2020
C.December 10, 2020
D.December 2, 2020

Answer A
Explanation Chang'e, the Chinese moon goddess, inspired the name. The spacecraft was
launched from Hainan Island on November 23, 2020, and it arrived on the Moon on December 1,
2020.

318) When was the study on evidence of water on Moon published?
A.January 9, 2022
B.January 18, 2022
C.January 8, 2022
D.January 19, 2022

Answer C
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Explanation On January 8, 2022, the study was published in the peer-reviewed journal Science
Advances.

319) When was Golden Globe Awards first given out?
A.1994
B.1945
C.1999
D.1944

Answer D
Explanation Since January 1944, the Golden Globe Awards have been given out.

320) How many members of Hollywood Foreign Press Association bestow the
golden globe awards?
A.88
B.89
C.86
D.87

Answer D
Explanation Since January 1944, the Golden Globe Awards have been given out. The 87
members of the Hollywood Foreign Press Association bestow it.

321) What was the average global temperature in 2021?
A.2 and 2.3 degrees Fahrenheit.
B.2 and 2.2 degrees Fahrenheit.
C.2 and 2.4 degrees Fahrenheit.
D.2 and 2.5 degrees Fahrenheit.

Answer B
Explanation According to the report, the average global temperature in 2021 was 1.1 to 1.2
degrees Celsius higher than pre-industrial levels. The temperature was between 2 and 2.2 degrees
Fahrenheit.
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322) How much more that the average temperature will cause lasting damage
to the Earth as well as significant negative environmental consequences?
A.1.5 degrees Celsius
B.1.1 degrees Celsius
C.1.2 degrees Celsius
D.1.4 degrees Celsius

Answer A
Explanation According to scientists, an increase in the average temperature of more than 1.5
degrees Celsius might cause lasting damage to the Earth as well as significant negative
environmental consequences.

323) When was Rail India Technical and Economic Service Limited founded?
A.1977
B.1975
C.1976
D.1974

Answer D
Explanation Rail India Technical and Economic Service Limited are known as RITES. It was
founded in 1974.

324) When was Indian Railways Construction Limited established?
A.1957
B.1956
C.1958
D.1959

Answer B
Explanation Indian Railways Construction Limited (IRCON) is a company that builds railways
in India. It was founded in 1956 under the Indian Companies Act.

325) When was International Civil Aviation Organization established?
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A.1994
B.1944
C.1945
D.1995

Answer B
Explanation The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) is governed by the United
Nations. It was founded in 1944.

326) What is ICAO?
A.International Civil Aviation Organization
B.International Civil Air Organization
C.International Civic Aviation Organization
D.International Civil Airways Organization

Answer A
Explanation The International Civil Aviation Organization is known as ICAO.

327) How many World Heritage Sites are there under the UNESCO as of July
2021?
A.1,154
B.1,156
C.1,157
D.1,155

Answer A
Explanation There are 1,154 World Heritage Sites in 167 countries as of July 2021.

328) Which country has the most Number of World Heritage Sites?
A.India
B.USA
C.Greece
D.Italy

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

Answer D
Explanation With 58 designated places, Italy is the country with the most UNESCO World
Heritage Sites.

329) When was use of Suku Bond approved?
A.1998
B.1989
C.1988
D.1999

Answer C
Explanation In 1988, the OIC's Fiqh academy approved the use of Sukuk. Sukuk was created as
an alternative to traditional bonds, which are not deemed lawful by many Muslims due to the
interest they pay.

330) What is the Interest rate of Suku Bond which funded USD 1 billion ?
A.7.90 percent.
B.7.00 percent.
C.7.95 percent.
D.7.85 percent.

Answer C
Explanation Pakistan funded USD 1 billion using a Sukuk bond with a record interest rate of
7.95 percent.

331) When did Pilot Shivangi Singh enlist in the IAF?
A.2007

B.2011
C.2017
D.2001

Answer C
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Explanation India's first female Rafale pilot is Shivangi Singh. At the Republic Day
celebrations, she was a part of the Indian Air Force Tableau. In 2017, she enlisted in the Indian
Air Force.

332) When did the Golden Arrows Squadron become Rafale?
A.2009
B.2019
C.2001
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation During the 1965 India-Pakistan war, it was relocated to Delhi to safeguard the
capital. It's been Rafale since 2019.

333) How many districts are there in Andhra Pradesh?
A.25
B.24
C.26
D.27

Answer C
Explanation Parliamentary constituencies were used to construct the districts. With this, the state
of Andhra Pradesh now has a total of 26 districts.

334) When was the first ever district formed in Andhra Pradesh?
A.1999
B.1977
C.1989
D.1979

Answer D
Explanation In an undivided Andhra Pradesh, a new district was established in 1979. The district
was Vizianagaram.
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335) What is DARPG?
A.Department of Administration Reforms and Public Grievances
B.Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances
C.Department of Administrative Resource and Public Grievances
D.Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Governance

Answer B
Explanation Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances is called as the
DARPG

336) What is E- HRMS?
A.Electronic Human Resource Management System.
B.Electronic Human Reforms Management System
C.Electric Human Resource Management System.
D.Electronic Human Resource Managing System.

Answer A
Explanation E- HRMS stands for "Electronic Human Resource Management System."

337) When was the first edition of three pictorial books on 75 unsung heroes of
the Independence struggle released?
A.27 Jan
B.26 Jan
C.29 Jan
D.28 Jan

Answer D
Explanation Union Minister Meenakshi Lekhi launched the series's primary in Delhi on January
28, 2022.

338) When did Meta Introduce AI Research Super Cluster?
A.22 Jan
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B.23 Jan
C.24 Jan
D.25 Jan

Answer C
Explanation Meta introduced the AI Research SuperCluster (RSC) on January 24, 2022. It's
believed to be among the fastest AI supercomputers running today.

339) When was the first fetus lamb grown in tool close to "artificial womb"?
A.2008
B.2017
C.2000
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation In 2017, a tool closest to an 'artificial womb' was reported when a search team from
Philadelphia revealed that a prototype bio bag successfully supported lamb fetuses.

340) When was the first fetus lamb grown in tool close to "artificial womb"?
A.2008
B.2017
C.2000
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation In 2017, a tool closest to an 'artificial womb' was reported when a search team from
Philadelphia revealed that a prototype bio bag successfully supported lamb fetuses.

341) When was Quality Council Of India established?
A.1999
B.1997
C.1998
D.1996
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Answer B
Explanation QCI was found out as an autonomous body in 1997.

342) When did El Salvador enabled it's citizens to use Crypto currencies?
A.September 2021
B.October 2021
C.November 2021
D.December 2021

Answer A
Explanation El Salvador became the first country to enable its citizens to utilize cryptocurrency
in September 2021.

343) When was Conversion Therapy Ban law Passed By Canada?
A.November 2021
B.September 2021
C.December 2021
D.October 2021

Answer C
Explanation The Canadian government officially adopted a measure prohibiting conversion
therapy on January 7, 2022, which was approved by the Canadian Parliament in December 2021.

344) Which countries banned the conversion therapy?
A.Canada
B.Russia
C.China
D.North Korea

Answer A
Explanation The Canadian government officially adopted a measure prohibiting conversion
therapy on January 7, 2022, which was approved by the Canadian Parliament in December 2021.
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345) How old was the patient that had a pig heart transplant for the first time?
A.60
B.55
C.45
D.57

Answer D
Explanation David Bennett, 57, was the patient. He was well aware that there was no certainty
that the experiment would be successful.

346) When was first Xenotransplantation performed?
A.1994
B.1984
C.2022
D.2020

Answer B
Explanation in 1984, a dying newborn named Baby Fae was given a baboon heart and lived for
21 days.

347) What was IIT Madras rank in the National Institute Ranking Framework
(NIRF) rankings for 2021?
A.2
B.5
C.1
D.3

Answer C
Explanation IIT Madras was ranked first in the engineering category in the National Institute
Ranking Framework (NIRF) rankings for 2021.

348) How many IIT's are listed under the Institutes of Technology Act of
1961?
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A.22
B.24
C.23
D.25

Answer C
Explanation Twenty-three institutes are listed in the 1961 Act. Each IIT is self-contained,
although they are united by a common council known as the IIT Council.

349) When did the India Meteorological Department issued the orange alert to
Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal, and Bihar?
A.12 Jan
B.10 Jan
C.15 Jan
D.11 Jan

Answer D
Explanation IMD issued yellow and orange alerts for the states of Jharkhand, Odisha, West
Bengal, and Bihar for the dates of 11 to 13 January.

350) Where does the western disturbance originate from?
A.Atlantic Ocean
B.Arabian Sea
C.Mediterranean
D.Bay Of Bengal

Answer C
Explanation The Western Disturbance is an extratropical storm that has its origins in the
Mediterranean

351) When was Red Sanders first designated as the near threatened species?
A.2000
B.2018
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C.2001
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation In 2018, Red Sanders was designated as a 'near threatened' species.

352) When was Red sanders removed from the endangered species list?
A.1997
B.1998
C.1999
D.1996

Answer A
Explanation When a species was removed from the endangered list for the first time since 1997,
it was a cause for celebration.

353) Who won the 23rd WTA championship in Melbourne Summer Set tennis
tournament in 2022?
A.Rafael Nadal
B.Simona Halep
C.Katerina Siniakov
D.Veronika Kudermetova

Answer B
Explanation Simona Halep won her 23rd WTA championship after defeating Russia's Veronika
Kudermetova 62, 63 in the women's singles.

354) Who won the women's singles tennis title at the Melbourne Summer Set 2
tennis tournament?
A.Amanda Anisimova
B.Simona Halep
C.Maxime Cressy
D.Bernarda Pera
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Answer A
Explanation Meanwhile, American Amanda Anisimova won the women's singles tennis title at
the Melbourne Summer Set 2 tennis tournament, earning her second career WTA title.

355) Who won her her second Adelaide International championship in the
2022 Adelaide International 1?
A.Karen Khachanov
B.Ashleigh Barty
C.Elena Rybakina
D.Storm Sanders

Answer B
Explanation In the women's event, world number one Ashleigh Barty defeated Kazakhstan's
Elena Rybakina to earn her second Adelaide International championship.

356) Who won the men's doubles in 2022 Adelaide International 1?
A.Ivan Dodig Marcelo Melo
B.Rohan Bopanna Ramkumar Ramanathan
C.Ivan Dodig and Marcelo Melo
D.Matthew Ebden And John Patrick Smith

Answer B
Explanation Rohan Bopanna and Ramkumar Ramanathan won the men's doubles (India)

357) Who won the the World Rapid Chess Championship 2021?
A.Ian Nepomniachtchi
B.Nodirbek Abdusattorov
C. Magnus Carlsen
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation Nodirbek Abdusattorov (Uzbekistan) defeated Ian Nepomniachtchi (Russia) in a
tiebreaker to win the World Rapid Chess Championship 2021 and dethrone Magnus Carlsen, the
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current World Number 1.

358) When did the World Blitz Chess Championship 2021 happen?
A.28 December
B.22 December
C.29 December
D.30 December

Answer C
Explanation The World Blitz Chess Championship will begin at 6 a.m. Pacific/15:00 Central
Europe on Wednesday, December 29.

359) When did LLC hold its first session?
A.21 Jan
B.20 Jan
C.12 Jan
D.2 Jan

Answer B
Explanation LLC will hold its first session on January 20, 2022.

360) Where will LLC hold it's first session?
A.Oman Cricket Stadium
B.Melbourne Cricket Ground
C.Eden Gardens
D.Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh International Cricket Stadium

Answer A
Explanation LLC will hold its first session on January 20, 2022, at the Oman Cricket Stadium in
Muscat, Oman.

361) How many tiger reserves are there in India?
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A.15
B.50
C.55
D.51

Answer D
Explanation In India, there are currently 51 Tiger Reserves, and more than 35 rivers originate
from those areas, all of which are critical for water security.

362) What is NTCA?
A.National Terrain Conservation Authority
B.National Tiger ConventionAuthority
C.National Tiger Conservation Authority
D.National Tiger Conservation Assembly

Answer A
Explanation National Tiger Conservation Authority is called the NTCA

363) From when all the PMC Bank Branches will function as Unity Small
Banks Ltd?
A.27 Jan
B.25 Jan
C.26 Jan
D.28 Jan

Answer B
Explanation The Government of India has sanctioned and notified the Scheme for amalgamating
the Punjab and Maharashtra Co-operative Bank Ltd with Unity Small Finance Bank Ltd. This
suggests that all the branches of January 25, 2022, the PMC Bank will function as branches of
Unity Small Finance Bank Ltd.

364) When was Customs Cooperation Council (CCC) renamed as World
Customs Organization (WCO)?
A.1990
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B.1997
C.1995
D.1994

Answer D
Explanation In 1994 the CCC was renamed World Customs Organization (WCO).

365) For How many days did KBA conduct the survey for scientific bird atlas
every year?
A.70
B.60
C.80
D.50

Answer B
Explanation It is being executed as a citizen science-driven routine with over 1,000 volunteers of
the birdwatching community KBA has been prepared supported by systematic surveys held twice
over 60 days a year.

366) When did Captain Charanjit Singh and his hockey team won gold in the
Olympics?
A.1994
B.1974
C.1964
D.1954

Answer C
Explanation He was the Captain of the Indian team, which won gold within the Tokyo Olympics
of 1964.

367) How many Jammu and Kashmir Police won the Police medal or
gallantry?
A.116
B.115
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C.111
D.117

Answer B
Explanation Jammu and Kashmir Police have bagged 115 Police Medals for Gallantry (PMG)
out of 189 awarded this year.

368) When did the India French Year of Environment Start?
A.2020
B.2021
C.2000
D.2022

Answer B
Explanation The Indo-French Year of Environment was started in 2021 by India and France.

369) When did India and France sign a MoU on energy conservation?
A.2008
B.2011
C.2001
D.2018

Answer D
Explanation On energy conservation, India and France signed an MoU in 2018. It includes
technical assistance cooperation.

370) When did the Pal Dadhvav Martyrs happen in Gujarat?
A.1992
B.1922
C.1932
D.1942

Answer B

.com

Current Affairs - Monthly Edition PDF
(January 1 - January 31, 2022)

Explanation In 1922, a massacre occurred. During the tragedy, around 1,200 tribals were
mercilessly murdered by British soldiers.

371) Who are Bhil Tribals?
A.East Indian ethnic group
B.South Indian ethnic group
C.Western Indian ethnic group
D.Northern Indian ethnic group

Answer C
Explanation The artists performed a dance called "Ger." The Bhil tribals are a western Indian
ethnic group.The Bhils were the country's most significant tribal group in 2013. Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh are among the states where they can be
found.

372) How much did Nepal's Population grow in 10 years?
A.10.11 percent
B.10.81 percent
C.10.18 percent
D.10.88 percent

Answer C
Explanation According to the Central Bureau of Statistics, Nepal's population has grown by
10.18 percent in the last ten years, reaching 29,192,480 people.

373) What was Nepal's fertility rate in 2016?
A.2.3 per woman
B.2.4 per woman
C.3.3 per woman
D.3.2 per woman

Answer A
Explanation According to the Nepal Demographic Health Survey, Nepal's fertility rate was 2.3
per woman in 2016.
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374) What is NPCDCS?
A.National Program for the Protection and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Disease,
and Stroke.
B. National Program for the Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular
Disease, and Stroke.
C. National Program for the Prevention and Curbing of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular
Disease, and Stroke.
D. National Program for the Prevention and Control of Cancer, Cardiovascular Disease, and
Stroke.

Answer B
Explanation NPCDCS is the acronym for the National Program for the Prevention and Control
of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Disease, and Stroke

375) How much does Oral Cancer account for?
A.11.28 percent
B.11.22 percent
C.11.24 percent
D.11.26 percent

Answer A
Explanation Oral malignancies account for more than 11.28 percent of all cancers.

376) Where is the India's first graphene innovation center established?
A.Karnataka
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Kerala

Answer D
Explanation Kerala has established the country's first graphene innovation center.

377) Who is the Industrial Partner in the graphene innovation center project?
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A.Tata Steel
B.JSW Steel
C.Jindal Steel
D. MSP Steel and Power Ltd.

Answer A
Explanation The project would be funded with Rs 86.41 crores by the central government. The
Kerala government will develop the center as Tata Steel is The industrial partner.

378) When is World Hindi Day?
A.11 Jan
B.16 Jan
C.10 Jan
D.19 Jan

Answer C
Explanation The 10 January is designated as World Hindi Day.

379) When was World Hindi Day Commemorated?
A.1977
B.1975
C.1995
D.1970

Answer B
Explanation Vishwa Hindi Divas is another name for it. It is observed on 10 January to
commemorate the inaugural World Hindi Conference, which took place in 1975.

380) When was the story of Ibonia first Transcripted?
A.1880
B.1875
C.1870
D.1885
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Answer C
Explanation The story's first known transcription was made in the 1870s. It quickly became a
canonical work in the African literary tradition.

381) How many words does Sanskrit provide in malagasy for the ibonia poem?
A.300
B.250
C.350
D.200

Answer A
Explanation Ibonia's battle with Rabato to reclaim his wife Rampela is reminiscent of Rama's
battle with Ravana to reclaim Sita.Sanskrit provides 300 words in Malagasy.

382) What was China's Per capita income in 2020?
A.USD 10,430
B.USD 10,440
C.USD 10,450
D.USD 10,435

Answer D
Explanation In 2020, the Chinese had a per capita income of USD 10,435.

383) Which is the second largest economy in the world?
A.UK
B.China
C.Japan
D.India

Answer B
Explanation China is also the world's second-largest economy at the moment. In 2021, it
accounted for one-fourth of world GDP.
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384) How much did the Odisha government raised the upper age limit for
applying for State Civil Service Exams?
A.from 32 to 38 years old
B.from 32 to 35 years old
C.from 32 to 33 years old
D.from 32 to 40 years old

Answer A
Explanation The age was raised from 32 to 38 years old.

385) What is Odisha's labor force participation rate?
A. 48.2 percent
B. 48.3 percent
C. 50.3 percent
D. 48 percent

Answer B
Explanation Odisha's labor force participation rate is 48.3 percent.

386) How much does the James Webb Telescope cost?
A.10 billion dollars
B.15 billion dollars
C.20 billion dollars
D.5 billion dollars

Answer A
Explanation The telescope will cost ten billion dollars.

387) How long did it take for the mirrors to align in the James Webb
telescope?
A.22 days
B.21 days
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C.12 days
D.11 days

Answer C
Explanation The mirrors took 12 days to align. The alignment process is still underway, and the
telescope will be ready for its first flight in three months.

388) What is MPATGM?
A.Man-Portable Anti-Tank Guide Missile
B.Manmade-Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile
C.Man-Propulsive Anti-Tank Guided Missile
D.Man-Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile

Answer D
Explanation Man-Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile is called as MPATGM

389) How does Mission Amanat launched by Indian railways help people?
A.book tickets
B.recover their misplaced luggage.
C.train timings
D.safety precautions

Answer B
Explanation The Railway Protection Force (RPF) of Indian Railways' Western Railways zone
has launched a new effort dubbed "Mission Amanat" to help travelers recover their misplaced
luggage.

390) What is RPF?
A.Railway Protection Force
B.Railway Police Force
C.Railway Protection Facility
D.None of the above

Answer A
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Explanation Railway Protection Force is RPF

391) Where was India's first HeliHub launched?
A.Bhiwadi
B.Gurugram
C.New Delhi
D.Noida

Answer B
Explanation Gurugram will host India's first Heli Hub.

392) Why is Heli Hub set up in Gurugram?
A.helicopter services in medical need
B.helicopter services in for state officials
C.helicopter services in the nation's capital.
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation This heli-main hub's function serves as a landing and take-off location for numerous
helicopter services in the nation's capital.

393) When is Armed Forces Veterans Day?
A.11 Jan
B.13 Jan
C.15 Jan
D.14 Jan

Answer D
Explanation the Armed Forces Veterans Day has been observed on 14 January in India.

394) When is Armed Forces Veterans Day first celebrated?
A.2001
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B.2017
C.2007
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation Since 2017, the Armed Forces Veterans Day has been observed on 14 January in
India.

395) How many submissions did PWM received for Global Private Banking
Awards 2021?
A. over 100 submissions
B. over 110 submissions
C. over 120 submissions
D. over 130 submissions

Answer C
Explanation PWM received over 120 submissions for the Global Private Banking Awards 2021

396) How many judges did the Global Private Banking Awards 2021 have?
A.15
B.16
C.17
D.18

Answer B
Explanation PWM received over 120 submissions for the Global Private Banking Awards 2021,
of which 16 judges judged from four continents.

397) When was MPATGM Successfully Test Fired By DRDO?
A.12 Jan
B.11 Jan
C.15 Jan
D.14 Jan
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Answer B
Explanation The DRDO successfully test-fired the MPATGM's final delivery configuration On
11 January.

398) How much did India's electronic goods exports increased from April to
December 2021?
A. 49 percent
B. 48 percent
C. 40 percent
D. 46 percent

Answer A
Explanation From April to December 2021, the electronic sector's exports increased by 49
percent, reaching USD 11.0 billion, up from USD 7.4 billion in 2020.

399) What is COMPETES?
A.Creating Options for Manufacturing, Pre-Eminence in Technology, and Economic Strength
B.Creating Opportunities for Manufacturing, Pre-Eminence in Technology, and Economic
Strength
C.Creating Opportunities for Making, Pre-Eminence in Technology, and Economic Strength
D.Creating Opportunities for Manufacturing, Pre-Eminence in Technology, and Economic
Strategy

Answer B
Explanation Creating Opportunities for Manufacturing, Pre-Eminence in Technology, and
Economic Strength Act are all examples of COMPETES.

400) From when did government own Air India?
A.1943
B.1963
C.1953
D.1973

Answer C
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Explanation Since 1953, Air India has been a government-owned company.

401) How many users does the Digital Sansad App have?
A.over 8000 users from India,, the United States, and Saudi Arabia.
B.below 8000 users from India,, the United States, and Saudi Arabia.
C.8000 users from India,, the United States, and Saudi Arabia.
D.800 users from India,, the United States, and Saudi Arabia.

Answer A
Explanation The App has over 8000 users from India, the United States, and Saudi Arabia.

402) How many states where left out of the Republic day Tableau?
A.4
B.2
C.3
D.1

Answer C
Explanation Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal did not participate in the state and expressed
their displeasure with this.

403) Where was India's Largest EV Station Established?
A.Gurgaon
B.Mumbai
C.Delhi
D.Uttar Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation Gurgaon now has India's largest electric vehicle charging station.

404) When was 'Google for India Digitization Fund' launched?
A.2021
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B.2022
C.2020
D.2019

Answer C
Explanation The one-billion-dollar investment is part of Google's ten-billion-dollar 'Google for
India Digitization Fund,' launched in 2020.

405) Since when is the Chief Economic Advisor Position Vacant?
A.December 16, 2021
B.December 17, 2021
C.December 18, 2021
D.December 19, 2021

Answer B
Explanation This position has been vacant since December 17, 2021, when KV Subramanian
resigned. Previously, he served on the Prime Minister's Economic Advisory Council (PMEAC).

406) When was world gold council established?
A.1988
B.1998
C.1977
D.1987

Answer D
Explanation Kelvin Dushnisky is the President of the World Gold Council, which was founded
in 1987.

407) When did the Worlds largest canal project began in Netherlands?
A.2014
B.2016
C.2018
D.2020
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Answer B
Explanation The major infrastructure project began in 2016 and was supposed to be completed
by 2019. It also exceeded the budget by roughly 300 million ($338 million).

408) What is NIPER?
A.National Institution of Pharmaceutical Education and Research
B.National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research
C.National Institute of Poverty Eradication Research
D.National Information on Pharmaceutical Education and Research

Answer B
Explanation NIPER is the National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research.

409) How many cities have the NIPER?
A.6
B.8
C.7
D.9

Answer C
Explanation NIPER are currently based in seven Indian cities.

410) Where was the India-UAE Capital Funds To Support Start ups
annaounced?
A.Republic Day 2022
B.Dubai EXPO 2020
C.New Delhi
D.None Of the Above

Answer B
Explanation The fund was announced at the Dubai EXPO 2020. The fund will act as a catalyst
for the startups' development.
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411) What is NASSCOM?
A. National Agency of Software and Service Companies
B. National Association of Software Services Companies
C. National Association of Software and Service Companies
D. National Association of Software and Service Corporation

Answer C
Explanation NASSCOM is National Association of Software and Service Companies

412) Why did EU propose Digital Rights And Principles?
A.to promote democracy and protect people's rights
B.to put a stop to cyber Bullying
C.to protect people's privacy
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The European Union is the first to propose digital rights in the world. The rights are
intended to promote democracy and protect people's rights.

413) When was Digital Rights And Principles Proposed By EU?
A.22 Jan
B.26 Jan
C.24 Jan
D.23 Jan

Answer B
Explanation The European Commission, in a global first, proposed a set of digital rights and
principles 26 January 2022 that aim to protect people's rights, support democracy and ensure a
fair and safe online environment.

414) Which is the most dangerous of all the VOC?
A.Benzene
B.toluene
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C.methylene
D.formaldehyde

Answer A
Explanation The most dangerous of all the VOCs is benzene. It's known as a carcinogen. It's
typically present in gasoline, cigarette smoke, automobiles, and paints.

415) How many percentage of VOC in atmosphere does Plants responsible
for?
A.80%
B.90%
C.85%
D.75%

Answer B
Explanation Plants are responsible for 90% of the VOC in the atmosphere. VOCs play a
significant role in chemical reactions in the atmosphere.

416) When was Artificial Snow first used in Olympics?
A.1990
B.2014
C.1980
D.1970

Answer C
Explanation In 1980, the Olympics employed snowmaking for the first time over Lake Placid.
Sochi (Russia) used artificial snow in 2014.

417) How much gallons of water is required to make artificial snow for the
Winter Olympics in China?
A.49 million gallons
B.94 million gallons
C.95 million gallons
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D.99 million gallons

Answer A
Explanation This creates a snow-like effect. This system will require 49 million gallons of water
from China's natural resources.

418) When did Pandit Jasraj pass away?
A.August 17, 2022
B.August 17, 2020
C.August 17, 2019
D.August 17, 2021

Answer B
Explanation In India, Canada, the United States, and Europe, Pandit Jasraj taught music to
professionals, amateurs, and students. On August 17, 2020, he died in New Jersey.

419) When was Great Barrier Reef added to UNESCO World Heritage Site?
A.1988
B.1980
C.1982
D.1981

Answer D
Explanation In 1981, the reef system was listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site because it
supports such a diverse range of life.

420) When did it snow for the first time in Sahara desert?
A.1977
B.1997
C.1979
D.1999

Answer C
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Explanation The first incident of snowfall in the Sahara desert town of Ain Sefra was recorded
in 1979

421) What are Magnetars?
A.a type of neutron star
B.a type of Red gaint
C.a type of star
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation Magnetars are a type of neutron star with a very strong magnetic field.

422) How many government services are accessible through AP Seva Portal
2.0?
A.Approximately 80%
B.Approximately 95%
C.Approximately 90%
D.Approximately 70%

Answer C
Explanation Approximately 90% of government services are now accessible through the
platform.To gain access to paid services, gateways have been included.

423) When was Mahatma Gandhi Ji Assasinated?
A.1950
B.1948
C.1947
D.1949

Answer B
Explanation Every year on January 30th, Martyr's Day, or Shaheed Diwas, is commemorated in
honour of Mahatma Gandhi, who was assassinated by Nathuram Godse at Gandhi Smriti in the
Birla House in 1948.
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424) When was World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day first celebrated?
A.January 30, 2020
B.January 30, 2010
C.January 30, 2019
D.January 30, 2021

Answer A
Explanation On January 30, 2020, the first World NTD Day was held. The United Arab
Emirates proposed that the day be recognized .

425) When was Kalgidhar Trust established?
A.1960
B.1966
C.1955
D.1965

Answer D
Explanation As the head of the Kalgidhar Trust, which he established in 1965. It now runs 129
CBSE-affiliated schools with over 70,000 children.

426) At what annual rate is Indian economy is expected to develop in the FY
2022-2023?
A.8-9%
B.8-9.5%
C.8-8.5%
D.8%

Answer C
Explanation The Indian economy is expected to develop at an annual rate of 8-8.5 percent in the
fiscal year 2022-23, according to the government (FY23).

427) When was world leprosy day found?
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A.1955
B.1954
C.1964
D.1944

Answer B
Explanation Raoul Follereau, a French philanthropist and writer, founded the day in 1954 as a
tribute to Mahatma Gandhi's compassion for individuals suffering from leprosy.
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