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BANKING & FINANCE
Deccahorn
Deccahorns are private companies with a market capitalization of more than 10
billion dollars.
Highlights:
Swiggy is the fourth Indian startup to receive the honor. Paytm, a FinTech,
Oyo (a hotel aggregator), and Byjus are the other three companies that have
already claimed the title (an Edtech).
The first Deccahorn was Facebook. It was given the moniker in 2007.
After Microsoft invested 240 million dollars in Facebook, it became a
Deccahorn.
The second Deccahorn was Alibaba of China. In 2009, it was granted this
status.
Deccahorns:
The Deccahorns are a new business. They are appraised based on their
potential for growth rather than their current financial situation.
Deccahorn cannot be used to describe a company that has been acquired by
another company. Flipkart, for example, is worth more than ten billion
dollars.
Flipkart, on the other hand, was purchased by Walmart. As a result, Flipkart
cannot be referred to as Deccahorn.
Furthermore, a government corporation cannot be called Deccahorn. More
than 84 deccahorns have been made since Facebook.
Thirty-three of them had lost their identification tags. There are now roughly
51 deccahorns on the globe.
Many businesses will have earned the title by 2021. In 2021, the numbers
were more than double what they were in 2020.
The majority of these deccahorns are new businesses. Their numbers have
risen in tandem with the advent of consumer technologies.
Deccahorn Sectors:
On-Demand
Artificial Intelligence
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FinTech, transportation
E-commerce
Marketplace
big data
consumer electronics
Social
Gaming
Blockchain
Hardware
internet software
Hardware
computer hardware
Biotechnology
Unicorn, Deccahorn, And Hectocorn
Unicorn: A company with a market capitalization of more than one billion
dollars.
Deccahorn: The company is worth more than ten billion dollars.
Hectocorn: The company is worth more than 100 billion dollars. Bytedance
was the first hectocorn to be formed. Tik Tok's parent company is
Bytedance.
In May 2020, it was worth 100 billion dollars. Following Bytedance,
SpaceX was designated as the second hectocorn.
These are privately owned businesses. They are not traded on the stock
exchange.

PMC Bank Combines With Unity Small Finance Bank Ltd
The Government of India has sanctioned and notified the Scheme for amalgamating
the Punjab and Maharashtra Co-operative Bank Ltd with Unity Small Finance bank
Ltd.
Highlights:
The Government of India has sanctioned and notified the Scheme for
amalgamating the Punjab and Maharashtra Co-operative Bank Ltd with
Unity Small Finance Bank Ltd.
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This suggests that all the branches of January 25, 2022, the PMC Bank will
function as branches of Unity Small Finance Bank Ltd.
Unity Small Finance Bank Limited is promoted by Centrum Financial
Services Limited alongside Resilient Innovation Private Limited.
Both the promoters have infused capital of Rs 1105.10 crore within the
bank.
After the amalgamation of PMC Bank with Unity SFB, Unity SFB can pay
the purchasers of PMC Bank the quantity it receives from DICGC
(maximum up to amount insured by DICGC, i.e., Rs 5 Lakh) in installments
of 10 years.
Section 45 of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 empowers the Federal
Reserve Bank of India to organize a reconstruction scheme or amalgamation
of banking companies (including co-operative banks).
The Chairman Of PMC Bank is S. Balbir Singh Kochhar.
PMC Bank was Founded in 1984.
PMC Bank Headquarters is in Mumbai, Maharashtra.

Global Private Banking Awards 2021
HDFC Bank is voted Best Private Bank in India at the Global Private Banking
Awards 2021.
Highlights:
At the 'Global Private Banking Awards 2021,' organized by Professional
Wealth Management (PWM) in a virtual ceremony, HDFC Bank was voted
the 'Best Private Bank' in India.
The Financial Times Group publishes PWM, a wealth management
magazine. The prize was presented to assist in accelerating significant
trends, such as digitization, communication, and investment in ESG
initiatives (environmental, social, and governance).
PWM received over 120 submissions for the Global Private Banking
Awards 2021, of which 16 judges judged from four continents.
Professional Wealth Management (PWM), the world's premier global
business newspaper, focuses on private banks' expansion strategies and the
regional financial centers for which they function.
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HDFC
Customers can choose from a product suite across all asset classes for
"optimal asset allocation" based on their risk profiles and goals, according to
HDFC Bank Private Banking, India's largest privately-owned bank.
The headquarters of HDFC Bank is located in Mumbai.
HDFC Bank is a bank based in India. Sashidhar Jagdishan is the CEO of
HDFC Bank, founded in August 1994.
Atanu Chakraborty is the Chairman of HDFC Bank.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
World Economic Outlook By IMF
On January 25, 2022, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) published its World
Economic Outlook.
Highlights:
According to the analysis, global economic growth will be half a percentage
point lower than previously projected.
The rate of growth will slow from 5.9% in 2021 to 4.4 percent in 2022. In
2023, it will drop even lower to 3.8 percent.
According to the IMF, the reduction in global growth predictions is mostly
due to the IMF's assessment of economic prospects in China and the United
States.
In the United States, the removal of Joe Biden's Build Back Better strategy
from the baseline, early withdrawal of monetary support, and supply
constraints resulted in a 1.2 percentage point downward revision for growth
in 2022.
Disruptions connected to China's zero-tolerance Covid policy and persistent
financial hardship among property developers resulted in a 0.8 percentage
point negative revision.
India
India will grow at a rate of 9% in 2021-2022, according to the IMF. India's
growth prospects were assessed by the IMF to be 9.5 percent for the year in
October 2021.
India's GDP is expected to grow at 9% in 2022-23, according to the IMF.
According to the October prediction, growth will be 8.5 percent in 2022-23
and 7.1 percent in 2023-24.
India's prospects for 2023 are predicted based on expected credit growth
increases. Furthermore, the financial sector's improved performance is
boosting investment and consumption.
The World Bank recently predicted a decline in global growth, with the rate
remaining at 4.1 percent in 2022.
Omicron Variant Impact:
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According to the IMF, governments have reimposed mobility restrictions in
response to the introduction of the Omicron Covid-19 strain.
In the United States and other developing countries and emerging markets,
rising energy prices and supply interruptions have resulted in increased and
much more broad-based inflation than predicted.
China's ongoing real estate contraction, as well as a delayed rebound in
private spending, have hampered economic forecasts.
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INTERNATIONAL
Five-Alarm Global Fire
According to the United Nations, the globe will confront five big threats in 2022.
Fivealarm global fire is the name given to these dangers.
Highlights:
COVID-19, lawlessness in cyberspace, climate change, a bankrupt global
financial system, and degraded peace and security are the five alarms.
The pandemic, as per the United Nations, benefits the wealthy while
punishing the poor. The international financial system is insolvent.
In fact, a strong and stable financial system should be able to help countries
cope with financial shocks.
Regrettably, this is not the case right now. Investments are being made that
are lopsided. As a result, the recovery is lopsided. The term "lopsided" refers
to the fact that one side is larger than the other.
There is a pressing need to increase internet access. More than three billion
individuals are still offline, meaning they don't have internet access.
Data misuse, cybercrime, and misinformation should all be addressed
immediately by world governments.
Debt relief is denied to middle-income countries. Poorer countries are
experiencing the slowest or no growth at all.
Women and girls account for the majority of the world's poor. Forced
migration is a problem in low- and middle-income countries.
Personal data is being misappropriated and corrupted all around the world.
Human rights are being grossly violated, and democratic institutions are
being undermined.
The world is way off track in terms of keeping global warming to 1.5
degrees Celsius.
The Paris Agreement, which was signed in 2015, intended to limit global
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius over pre-industrial levels.
Solution
The United Nations has recommended that countries enter an emergency
mode in order to prevent or mitigate these risks.
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They should also switch to emergency mode.
"Avalanche action" is the name of the game right now when it comes to
dealing with the climate crisis.
By the end of the decade, global emissions should have decreased by 45
percent.

UNSC 3-D Virtual Field Trip
Delegates of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) took a virtual field trip
to Columbia on January 20, 2022, using Virtual Reality (VR) technology.
Highlights:
They listened, watched, and gained insights into the peace process and what
it appears like in Columbia during their virtual trip.
For the first time, the United Nations Security Council in New York used
virtual reality technology during a security council session.
This innovative solution will aid in a better understanding of conflicts,
peacekeeping, and peace-building.
Digiplomacy and eDiplomacy are other terms for digital diplomacy.
It is defined as the use of new information and communication technologies,
as well as the Internet, to achieve diplomatic goals. It focuses on the
interaction of the internet and diplomacy.
Virtual reality is a simulated experience that can be similar to or
diametrically opposed to reality.
In 1994, the Virtual Reality Modelling Language was first introduced. It was
designed to create "virtual worlds" without the use of headsets.
Following that, in 1997, the Web3D consortium was formed to develop
quality standards for web-based 3D graphics.
United Nations Security Council
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the UN's six primary
organs (UN). It is in charge of maintaining international peace and security.
It recommends that new UN members be admitted to the General Assembly
and that any changes to the UN Charter be approved. The UN Security
Council is made up of fifteen members.
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Online Safety Bill Passed By Australia
From January 23, 2022, Australia's Online Safety Act will take effect. In July of
2021, the statute was enacted.
Highlights:
Adults in Australia can report incidences of online bullying to Julie Inman
Grant, the eSafety Commissioner.
The eSafety Commissioner will require social media networks to remove
content relating to bullying of Australian adults under this Act.
Within 24 hours, the content will be removed. They could face fines of up to
USD 555,000 if they fail to do so.
What constitutes bullying is defined by law. It goes into greater detail than
Australia's present cyber legislation.
It takes to remove bullying content has been reduced from 48 hours to 24
hours. It deals with both adult and kid bullying.
The current e-Safety commissioner is Julie Inman Grant.
He has spent the last two decades working in public policy and safety roles
at companies like Twitter, Adobe, and Microsoft. He also used to work in
Washington, D.C., with the U.S. Congress.
Implementation:
The "e-Safety Commissioner" will ensure the Act's implementation under
the new law. The Act aims to improve Australians' internet safety.
The e-Safety Commissioner will be in charge of overseeing complaints and
objections connect and sharing intimate images without consent, managing
online content, and coordinating "activities of Commonwealth Departments,
agencies, and authorities relation to internet safety for Australians,"
according to the Act.
A removal notice would be issued following a complaint against a social
media service provider, a relevant electronic service, or a recognized internet
service.
A notice of removal will also be given to the hosting service provider or the
individual who posted cyber-bullying or abuse material.
"Refrain from sharing cyberbullying content or apologize for posting it," the
person or provider will be requested.
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Justice For Indigenous Maya Achi Women
Five former paramilitary patrol officers were convicted of sexually assaulting and
raping Indigenous women in the war by a Guatemalan court on 24 January.
Highlights:
Survivors of Guatemala's decades-long armed conflict have applauded the
decision.
Judges Gelvi Sical and Yassmin Barrios concluded that 36 Indigenous Maya
Achi women were victims of rape, sexual assault, and domestic servitude
during Guatemala's 36-year battle with Marxist forces from 1960 to 1996.
Five former members of the paramilitary group "Civil Self-Defense Patrols"
were sentenced to 30 years in jail for crimes committed in the 1980s.
Issues:
Plaintiffs are indigenous Mayan Achi women from settlements in the
municipality of Rabinal in the department of Baja Verapaz.
It's around 176 kilometers from Guatemala City, the country's capital.
These ladies were seeking retribution for crimes committed in the conflict,
in which the Guatemalan government and military used paramilitaries to
attack communist fighters in rural areas.
The Maya:
Yucatan Peninsula was the birthplace of the Maya civilization. It is
renowned for its monumental architecture and superior astronomical and
mathematical knowledge.
The Maya civilization began about 250 CE and lasted until 900 CE. The
Maya are a Central American and Mexican indigenous tribe.
They have always lived in the areas that are now Yucatan, Campeche,
Quintana Roo, Tabasco, and Chiapas, as well as Guatemala, El Salvador,
Belize, and Honduras.
The Achi is a Maya tribe from Guatemala with a native tongue known as
Achi. It's a close relative of K'iche.
Guatemala is a city in Central America bordered by Mexico.

CHIRU Naval Drills
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CHIRU is a naval exercise that China, Russia, and Iran recently performed in
Oman.
Highlights:
China sent the missile destroyer Urumqi to participate in the exercise. The
countries are now looking for ways to strengthen their military ties.
Russia sent a task force from its Pacific Fleet to participate in the exercise.
The Admiral Tributs anti-submarine warfare ship and the Nakhimov missile
cruiser.
Military artillery fire was directed at sea targets by the countries.
They also participated in tactical maneuvering. During the exercise, the
countries also practiced anti-piracy drills.
Russia
The Russian government had previously stated that it would conduct drills in
several world regions, covering all of its spheres of influence.
Russia has also declared that military exercises will be held in the
Mediterranean, Pacific, Atlantic, and Okhotsk seas.
More than 60 planes and 140 warships are on standby to participate in
similar drills. During the Ukraine crisis, Russia had already undertaken
naval training with Belarus.
Russia and the United States are also discussing the Ukraine situation.
Tensions are rising as a result of the latest naval drills.
Russia's Varyag, a cruiser with missiles, took part in the drills. It's a guidedmissile cruiser of the Slava class. The Soviet Union planned and constructed
it.
It's a rocket cruiser with anti-ship capabilities. Boris Butoma of Russia was
also dispatched.
China
The Chinese missile destroyer Uruqmi. In 2018, she was given a
commission. Uruqmi is a destroyer of the Type 052D class.
It employs a vertical canister launching system. A combination of diesel and
gas propels it. It's made to transport helicopters.
It has an AESA radar, which stands for Active Electronically Scanned
Array. It is similar to the United States' Aegis Combat System.
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China also sent its supply ship Taihu, forty marines, and ship-borne
helicopters in addition to Uruqmi.

Sri Lanka Inter-City Train
With the support of India, Sri Lanka established an inter-city train service. The
project received diesel units from India.
Highlights:
Jaffna and Colombo railway services have been established. India wanted to
convey a strong message by doing so that it is committed to building
infrastructure in the Indian Ocean region.
The service between Mount Lavinia (Colombo) and Kankesanthurai was
launched (Jaffna).
India supplied AC DMUs for the project, which is fully air-conditioned
diesel multiple units.
The train service fosters people-to-people exchange while also emphasizing
India and Sri Lanka's mutually beneficial cooperation.
RITES
Under an Indian Line of Credit, RITES provided passenger coaches. It had
already delivered 120 of the 160 coaches required.
Rail India Technical and Economic Service Limited are known as RITES. It
was founded in 1974.
The Ministry of Railways owns RITES. It was founded with the intention of
providing consulting services to operators both in India and internationally.
It was later expanded to include the design of other infrastructure projects
such as ports, airports, urban planning, and motorways.
IRCON
The railway rails between Maho Anuradhapura and Omanthai are being
upgraded by IRCON.
Indian Railways Construction Limited (IRCON) is a company that builds
railways in India.
Indian Railways is the company that owns it. It is a company that specializes
in construction and engineering.
It was founded in 1956 under the Indian Companies Act.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 24 - January 30, 2022)

Golden Globe Awards
On January 9, 2022, the Golden Globe Awards were held behind closed doors.
Highlights:
"The Power Of The Dog" was named Best Film (Drama), while its director,
"Jane Campion," was named Best Director.
Will Smith earned his first Golden Globe for King Richard, for Best Film
Actor (Drama).
Being The Ricardos earned Nicole Kidman her seventh Golden Globe for
Best Film Actress (Drama).
Steven Spielberg's remake of West Side Story won awardsBest Film Actress (Comedy/Musical) for Rachel Zegler
Best Film (Comedy/Musical), and
Best Supporting Actress (Film) for Ariana DeBose.
Andrew Garfield took home the award for Best Film Actor
(Comedy/Musical) for his film "tick, tick... BOOM!"
TV Category
Succession took home three awards in the TV category. Best Actor (Drama)
went to Jeremy Strong, while Best Supporting Actress went to Sarah Snook.
Succession also took home the title for Best Drama Series.
For Ted Lasso, Jason Sudeikis won Best TV Actor (Comedy/Musical).
In the area of "TV comedy," Hacks came out on top.
O Yeong-su won Best Supporting Actor for his performance in Squid Game
(Television).
Golden Globe Awards
Since January 1944, the Golden Globe Awards have been given out. The 87
members of the Hollywood Foreign Press Association bestow it.
The award honors excellence in film and television from the United States
and around the world.
Every year, in the month of January, the awards are presented at an annual
event.
The Golden Globes' eligibility period corresponds to the calendar year,
which runs from January 1 to December 31.
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During the COVID-19 pandemic, the 78th Golden Globe Awards were an
exception to this restriction.

Forex Crisis: India Supports Srilanka
India has provided financial aid to Sri Lanka in the amount of USD 900 million in
loans to enable the island nation to replenish its low foreign reserves and purchase
food.
Highlights:
It should be emphasized that due to a lack of dollars to pay for imports, Sri
Lanka is currently experiencing a shortage of practically all necessary items.
Through the Reserve Bank of India, India is offering its assistance (RBI).
Gopal Baglay, the Indian High Commissioner to Sri Lanka, met with
Cabraal and expressed India's strong support for Sri Lanka following the
RBI's decision to issue over USD 900 million in credit.
These include a USD 509 million Asian Clearing Union settlement deferral
and a USD 400 million currency swap.
Due to a lack of dollars to pay for imports, Sri Lanka is currently facing a
shortage of practically all essentials.
Additionally, power cuts are enforced during peak hours due to a lack of fuel
to drive turbines by the state power agency.
Because the electrical board has substantial overdue bills, the state fuel
organization has halted oil deliveries.
The single refinery was forced to close due to a lack of funds to pay for
crude imports in dollars.

UNESCO Heritage List - Nordic Clinker Boats
In December 2021, the United Nations' cultural agency, UNESCO, inscribed the
Nordic "clinker boats" to its Heritage List.
Highlights:
For thousands of years, wooden sailboats have allowed northern Europeans
to spread influence, trade, and even conflict across continents and seas.
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The UNESCO designation was requested jointly by Denmark, Iceland,
Finland, Sweden, and Norway.
The term "clinker" is said to refer to the way the building's wooden boards
were attached.
The use of overlapping longitudinal hardwood hull planks distinguishes
wooden clinker boats.
These planks are held together by stitched or riveted seams. Internally, boats
are fortified with additional wooden components, particularly tall oak trees.
Gaps are filled with a mixture of tar or tallow, animal hair, moss, and wool.
Museum Of Viking Ships:
The Viking Ship Museum is in Roskilde, which is west of Copenhagen.
It not only displays the remains of wooden vessels built over a thousand
years ago, but it also works to restore and reconstruct other Viking ships.
The construction process entails the application of experimental archaeology
methodologies in order to get a more comprehensive and practical
understanding of the Viking Age.
UNESCO World Heritage Site:
A place or monument that is constitutionally protected by an international
convention overseen by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization is known as a World Heritage Site (UNESCO).
UNESCO has classified these sites as having historical, cultural, scientific,
or other importance.
The locations were chosen because they have "global cultural and natural
heritage that is considered essential to humanity."
There are 1,154 World Heritage Sites in 167 countries as of July 2021.
There are 897 cultural properties, 218 natural properties, and 39 mixed
properties among them.
With 58 designated places, Italy is the country with the most UNESCO
World Heritage Sites.

Pakistan Sukuk Bond
Pakistan funded USD 1 billion using a Sukuk bond with a record interest rate of
7.95 percent.
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Highlights:
It's the cost of an Islamic bond that Pakistan has pledged to pay.
In exchange for a much-needed loan, the country has decided to mortgage a
piece of the Lahore-Islamabad Motorway.
It has also increased the loan to retain government foreign exchange reserves
at current levels ahead of the repayments of some significant foreign debts.
Imran Khan, the Prime Minister of Pakistan, turned to international financial
markets after spending roughly USD 2 billion of the USD 3 billion he
borrowed from Saudi Arabia.
As a result of this use, the gross official foreign exchange reserves have
fallen to USD 17 billion.
Pakistan issued a 7-year tenor asset-backed Sukuk bond with a 7.95 percent
interest rate to generate USD 1 billion.
Sukuk Bond
Financial certificates are referred to as Sukuk in Arabic. Sharia-compliant
bonds are another name for this type of bond.
Sukuk are "equal denomination securities that represent individual
ownership interests in a portfolio of qualified existing or prospective assets,"
according to the Accounting and Auditing Organization for Islamic
Financial Institutions (AAOIFI).
In 1988, the OIC's Fiqh academy approved the use of Sukuk. Sukuk was
created as an alternative to traditional bonds, which are not deemed lawful
by many Muslims due to the interest they pay.
Sukuk securities are structured to pay profit rather than interest in
compliance with Sharia law.
The main distinction between an Islamic Sukuk and a standard Eurobond is
that an Islamic Sukuk is backed by an asset that pays a lower interest rate.
The government, on the other hand, paid a greater interest rate on the assetbacked bond than on a regular tenor bond.

IMF Wants El Salvador To Remove Bitcoin Legal Status
El Salvador was recently asked by the International Monetary Fund to remove
bitcoin's legal status.
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Highlights:
El Salvador became the first country to enable its citizens to utilize
cryptocurrency in September 2021.
Fears spread across the country that bitcoin would lead to inflation and
unrest. Bitcoin was made legal in order to help the country's economic
development.
A total of 200 new cash machines have been placed across the country.
El Salvador intends to develop a new bitcoin city at the volcano's base. The
project will be funded through Bitcoin.
Bitcoin has lost half its value now within the country. Bitcoin was trading at
67,734 USD in November 2021. In January 2022, it's trading at 37,000 USD.
El Salvador stays divided with the move. Half the population is against the
move.
The country provided 30 USD in bitcoins for free of charge as a start. many
voters are unaware of bitcoin and its uses.
Remittances structure 20% of the country's GDP. So consistent with the El
Salvadorians working abroad, sending money through bitcoin is going to be
cheaper for them.
IMF Say:
IMF has warned El Salvador that it'll be difficult for the Latin American
country to urge loans from the world organization if the latter isn't removing
the status of bitcoin.
El Salvador might face large consumer protection risks, financial instability
by legalizing Bitcoin.
Also, IMF is of the view that Bitcoin may be a controversial currency and it
can fluctuate largely.
World Bank Say:
World Bank is additionally opposing the status given to Bitcoin in El
Salvador. the World Bank warned the country before the legalization began.
As per World Bank, this was an attention-seeking move of the present
authoritative regime within the country.

Conversion Therapy Ban In Canada
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The Canadian government officially adopted a measure prohibiting conversion
therapy on January 7, 2022, which was approved by the Canadian Parliament in
December 2021.
Highlights:
Canada has joined a narrow group of countries that have banned conversion
therapy, a discredited practice that purports to be able to change a person's
gender identity or sexual orientation.
The measure makes it illegal to "offer, promote, or advertise conversion
treatment." Because LGBTQ2 rights are human rights, it will now be
prohibited to encourage, market, benefit from, or subject someone to this
harmful or cruel behavior.
Provisions Of New Law:
Anyone who attempts to submit someone of any age to conversion therapy,
with or without his agreement, will face up to five years in prison under the
new rule.
If anyone is caught advocating, advertising, or profiting from this conduct,
they could face up to two years in prison.
LGBTQ2:
The Canadian government uses the abbreviation LGBTQ2. The number "2"
denotes a male and female Two-Spirit.
As a result, LGBTQ2 is a culturally distinctive label used by Indigenous
people to refer to someone whose gender identity, sexual orientation, or
spiritual identity includes both male and female spirits.
Conversion Therapy
Conversion therapy is predicated on the idea that one's sexual orientation can
be changed or cured.
Religious leaders frequently engage in this technique. Licensed clinicians
are, nonetheless, involved in the practice.
Other countries that have banned the practice include Brazil, Germany,
Ecuador, and Malta. Countries such as Argentina, Samoa, Uruguay, Fiji, and
Nauru have all made indirect bans on the practice.
In some locations, the United States, Australia, and Spain have banned the
practice.
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Red Sanders IUCN Assessment
The Red Sanders (or Red Sandalwood) was recently reclassified by the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as 'endangered' on its Red
List.
Highlights:
Pterocarpus santalinus is the scientific name for the Red Sanders species.
It is an endemic tree species to India, with a geographical range limited to
the Eastern Ghats.
The species is only found in a small area of woodland in Andhra Pradesh.
In 2018, it was designated as a 'near threatened' species.
When a species was removed from the endangered list for the first time since
1997, it was a cause for celebration.
For the past three generations, the Red Sanders species has seen its
population drop by 50-80%.
As a result, it was once again placed in the Endangered category. Red
Sanders are prized for their deep color and medicinal benefits.
They are in considerable demand in Asia, particularly in China and Japan,
for usage in cosmetics and pharmaceuticals.
Furniture, woodcraft, and musical instruments are all made using it.
CITES Status:
The Red Sanders is listed in CITES Appendix II. As a result, foreign trade is
prohibited.
The tree's harvest is likewise regulated throughout states, yet there is still
unlawful commerce.
IUCN Red List:
IUCN is in charge of maintaining the Red List.
It is a list of flora and fauna species that are classified according to their
conservation status. The following are the current conditions:
Least concern It is for the species, which are abundant in numbers.
Extinct It is for those species, which have completely disappeared from the
planet.
Critically endangered- This category is for threatened species.
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Endangered Threatened species are added to this list
Vulnerable The category is reserved for threatened species.

Low Population Growth In Nepal
According to the Central Bureau of Statistics, Nepal's population has grown by
10.18 percent in the last ten years, reaching 29,192,480 people.
Highlights:
The population of the Lipulekh, Kalapani, and Limpiyadhura areas was also
included in the total data for the first time in 60 years, thanks to an informal
census.
Approximately 750 individuals live in these locations, according to the
bureau. In 2021, the National Census was held from November 11 to
November 25.
According to the organization, Nepal's population grew by 0.93 percent per
year on average. It was the lowest in Nepal's 80-year history, dating back to
1911 when population censuses were conducted.
In the 2011 census, the average population growth rate was 1.35 percent.
Nepal had a population of 26,494,504 people, according to the 2011 census.
In the year 2021, the average family size was 4.32 persons. It was 4.88
members in the previous census.
According to World Bank statistics, Nepal's yearly population growth rate in
2020 will be lower than the global average of 1.01 percent.
Growth Rate And Fertility Rate:
Since 2011, the rate of population increase has slowed. However, in the
censuses of 1920 and 1930, Nepal's overall population decreased.
The weakest growth rate in Nepal in eight decades is due to a declining birth
rate and out-migration.
Women's fertility rates in Nepal have likewise been dropping for several
years.
According to the Nepal Demographic Health Survey, Nepal's fertility rate
was 2.3 per woman in 2016.
It had fallen from 2011 when it was 2.6 per woman. Since 1996, when the
per woman fertility rate was 4.6, Nepal's fertility rate declined.
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Similarities In Ibonia And Ramayana
The Malagasy epic of Ibonia, according to Indian poet and diplomat Abhay K., is
similar in grand plot to the Indian epic of Ramayana.
Highlights:
According to the poet, Ramayana is famous in South East Asian countries,
particularly Indonesia. It is still performed and presented throughout
Indonesia.
Because the origins of the Merina people of Madagascar may be traced back
to Indonesia, it was thought that Madagascar should construct its version of
Ramayana.
Ibonia is a Madagascar epic poetry. It is likely several hundred years old. It
tells the story of Ibonia's conception, birth, struggle, marriage, and death.
The poem has already been told in numerous forms on Madagascar's island.
It predates the printing press's arrival in Madagascar in the early nineteenth
century.
The story's first known transcription was made in the 1870s. It quickly
became a canonical work in the African literary tradition.
Similarities In Ibonia And Ramayana
Ravato kidnaps Ibonia's betrothed bride Rampela, akin to Ravana
kidnapping Rama's wife, Sita.
Ibonia's battle with Rabato to reclaim his wife Rampela is reminiscent of
Rama's battle with Ravana to reclaim Sita.
Sanskrit provides 300 words in Malagasy.

Developing Country Tag at WTO
The term "developing country" was recently coined by the World Trade
Organization. Several countries would be unable to tolerate this.
Highlights:
There are no formal definitions for "developed" or "developing" countries in
the organization. However, other countries can contest the offer when a tag
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is provided.
Even though the WTO has not specified a definition, two-thirds of its
members claim developing countries.
Because countries can classify themselves as developing, China has taken
advantage of the opportunity. China is attempting to expand its global trade
supremacy in this way.
China And Developing Tag:
A developing country has various advantages under the WTO. The S&DT
provisions in WTO agreements give developing countries special privileges.
S&DT stands for Special and Differential Treatment. These clauses allow
members to treat them with favor.
Low tariffs, import duty exemptions, free trade, and so on. The developing
categories give countries a more forgiving aim.
China just declared itself to be the world's largest developing economy.
Issues:
In 2020, the Chinese had a per capita income of USD 10,435. On the other
hand, India had a per capita income of USD 1,928.
Based on the World Bank's definition of a developing country, India has
questioned China's position.
The United States, Australia, and European countries are all against it. China
has been labeled "unfair" by the countries.
Data limitations, preferential treatment for state-owned firms, and a lack of
enforcement of intellectual property rights are just a few examples of China's
unfair practices.
China is also the world's second-largest economy at the moment. In 2021, it
accounted for one-fourth of world GDP.

America COMPETES Act 2022
The America Competes Act of 2022, which was recently enacted, will create new
opportunities for bright specialists worldwide.
Highlights:
Creating Opportunities for Manufacturing, Pre-Eminence in Technology,
and Economic Strength Act are all examples of COMPETES.
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The act's primary goal is to strengthen supply chains.
Under the legislation, the US government has made the following fund
allocations:
To boost semiconductor production in the United States, a total of 52 million
dollars has been set aside.
Forty-five million dollars will be used to give grants and loans and
strengthen manufacturing and supply chain resilience.
Climate change, social and economic inequality, and immigration have all
received funding.
The bill provides a new green card for entrepreneurs and exempts STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) professionals.
A new "W" classification is created due to the act. They are non-immigrant
business owners.
Importance
The statute indicates that the United States is expanding its chances for
professional and bright Indian workers.
Indians primarily use the H1-B work permit. They control a significant
portion of the H1-B visa market.
The statute expands the opportunities available to Indian professionals.

World's-Largest Canal Lock In Netherlands
Ijmuiden, Amsterdam, Netherlands, has opened the world's giant canal lock.
Highlights:
Ijmuiden, a small port city in the Port of Amsterdam, The Netherlands, has
opened the world's giant canal lock.
King Willen-Alexander of the Netherlands opened the sea lock. The sea lock
at Ijmuiden is 500 meters (1,640 ft) long and 70 meters broad.
The major infrastructure project began in 2016 and was supposed to be
completed by 2019. It also exceeded the budget by roughly 300 million
($338 million).
The Ijmuiden lock enabled large, contemporary cargo ships to approach
Amsterdam's port.
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Ships will no longer have to wait for a good water level to enter the canal
because the structure is deep enough.
The building stands nearly nine meters above sea level and serves as flood
defense.
Amsterdam is the Netherlands' capital.
The Netherlands currency is the Euro, and Mark Rutte is the Prime Minister.

World Gold Council: Gold Demand Trends 2021
According to the World Gold Council, global gold demand jumps 10% to 4,021
tonnes.
Highlights:
According to the World Gold Council's (WGC) publication 'Gold Demand
Trends 2021,' worldwide gold demand increased 10% to 4,021.3 tonnes in
2021.
Overall gold demand in 2020 was 3,658.8 tonnes, which was impacted by
the Covid-19-related interruptions.
The demand for gold was driven mainly by central bank purchases in the
fourth quarter of 2021 and a rebound in jewelry purchasing, primarily in
India and China.
On the back of improved consumer optimism and pent-up demand following
the Covid-19-related disruptions, India's gold consumption increased to
797.3 tonnes in 2021. The optimistic trend is expected to continue this year.
World Gold Council:
David Tait is the CEO of the World Gold Council.
The headquarters of the World Gold Council is located in London, United
Kingdom.
Kelvin Dushnisky is the President of the World Gold Council, which was
founded in 1987.

Google To Invest $1 Billion In Airtel
Bharti Airtel and Google have launched long-term cooperation to help India's
digital ecosystem grow faster.
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Highlights:
Bharti Airtel and Google have launched long-term cooperation to help
India's digital ecosystem grow faster.
Google would spend $1 billion in Airtel as part of the agreement. Google
would invest USD 700 million to acquire a 1.28 percent interest in Bharti
Airtel Ltd.
The remaining USD 300 million will be used to fund multi-year commercial
agreements with Airtel, including products developed in collaboration
between the two tech giants.
The one-billion-dollar investment is part of Google's ten-billion-dollar
'Google for India Digitization Fund,' launched in 2020.
This is Google's second investment in a telecom company in India (after
Reliance Jio).
The two corporations had been in talks since the first part of 2021, finally
concluding.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Study On Start-ups By NASSCOM
According to a recent NASSCOM report, India's startup environment has grown
over double. The country's startup industry grew to 330 billion dollars between
2020 and 2021.
Highlights:
The year 2021 was a watershed moment for startups. Between 2020 and
2021, 65,000 startups generated 6.6 lakh direct jobs and 34.1 lakh indirect
jobs.
The retail, EdTech, BFSI, Retail Tech, SCM and Logistics, Food Tech, and
mobility businesses created the majority of the new jobs.
The number of value deals more than tripled. Deals worth more than $100
million USD saw a significant increase in the number of deals.
Among the startups, there is a willingness to take chances. The level of
investor confidence has risen.
Investors from India were involved in 50% of the deals signed. The number
of transactions grew by thrice.
The success of the startups demonstrates the effort put in. The population of
unicorns has risen.
Unicorns are companies with a market capitalization of more than one
billion dollars. In 2022, Indian startups have a bright future.
Unicorns
In the year 2021, 42 unicorns appeared in 18 different sectors. This is the
third-highest in the world after USA and China.
Unicorns alone brought in $90 billion.
The number of unicorns has increased sixfold between 2015 and 2021.Over
260 companies contributed to the development of Startups. Corporations are
putting together open innovation programs.
International
In terms of seed, deals, a number of businesses, and late-stage investment,
India's startup growth has been the fastest in the United States, the United
Kingdom, China, and Israel.
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"Indian Tech Startups Ecosystem: Year of the Titans" is the title of the
report.
NASSCOM
The National Association of Software and Service Companies (NASSCOM)
is a trade association that represents software and service companies.
It is a non-profit organization that works to expand India's IT sector. It is a
non-profit trade organization. It was founded in 1988.

Mangaluru Plastic Park Construction Approved
The Karnataka government recently approved the construction of a plastic park in
Ganjimutt, Managaluru.
Highlights:
To carry out the project, the KIADB will establish a specific purpose vehicle
under its control. KIADB is also a key promoter.
The park will cost Rs 62.77 crores to build. It will be constructed on
property owned by the Karnataka Industrial Areas Development Board
(KIADB).
Hundreds of jobs will be created for local kids as a result of the park.
In the park, a polypropylene unit will be placed up. This plant will supply
raw ingredients to the park's polymer and plastics businesses.
Thermoplastic polymer polypropylene is a thermoplastic polymer. It is
mostly utilized in the manufacture of plastic packaging.
In addition, the park will aid in the reduction of transportation costs. This is
due to the fact that the park will be home to 32 businesses.
Entrepreneurs from other districts are included as well. The park will have
an administrative building, an export building, and a warehouse facility,
among other things.
Funds And Concerns
The federal government will contribute 50 percent of the total anticipated
cost of 62.77 crores of rupees, or 31.38 crores. The KIADB will be
responsible for the remaining 50%.
The Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, which is part of the Central
Government, has established project implementation criteria.
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If the work is not done within three months, the funds will be redistributed to
other eligible projects.
Plastic Park Scheme
Industrial zones are plastic parks. They play an important part in the
expansion of machinery suppliers as well as plastic manufacturing,
recycling, and processing businesses.
So far, plastic parks have been established at Tamont village in Madhya
Pradesh, Billaua village in Gwalior, Odisha, Pradeep village near
Jagatsinghpur, Assam, Devipur in Jharkhand, and Voyallur in Tamil Nadu's
Thiruvallur district.
India accounts for under 1% of global plastic exports. India has a major
plastics sector. It is, however, severely fractured. The plastic parks will aid
in the industry's consolidation.

Delhi Begins Streetscraping Project
The Delhi government plans to start redeveloping, landscaping and beautifying the
city. The national capital's roads will be beautified to the tune of 540 kilometers.
Highlights:
The project will see the roads in the country's capital redeveloped to
European standards, which means 30 meters or more. The project will also
improve pedestrian safety on the roads.
The project will balance the roads so that transit vehicles, cyclists, and
pedestrians can all travel safely.
Hybrid Annuity Mode will be used to implement the project. It will be
implemented by the Delhi Public Welfare Department.
The government will fund 60 percent of the project's cost to the entities in
charge of its implementation.
The remaining balance will be paid in thirty bi-annual payments in hybrid
annual mode. The agencies would also be responsible for the upkeep of
these roadways.
Need For The Project:
The national capital, as per the Centre for Science and Environment, has the
highest number of fatal accidents.
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On a daily basis, five people die in Delhi as a result of traffic accidents. This
is due to the fact that road width varies throughout the city.
Furthermore, in certain areas, the extra space along the roadside is not
adequately utilized.
Significance:
Every road in the capital is distinct and unique. Roads will be realigned as
part of the project. It will give pedestrians the same amount of space.
The project will include special cycle lanes on all Delhi roads.
Toilets, water coolers, green areas, rainwater harvesting systems, libraries,
street furniture, e-rickshaws, and last-mile connectivity will all be included
in the project.
Plan:
Nine experts have been hired by Delhi's Public Welfare Department. These
consultants will provide streetscape advice to the government.
The consultants will also analyze the data, research traffic trends, and
propose solutions. They will also ensure that the roads are long-lasting and
that they are built in an equitable manner.

Pandemic Impact On Students Survey In Delhi
The Delhi government has decided to conduct a large-scale survey in order to better
understand the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on schoolchildren's psychological
and emotional behavior.
Highlights:
This will be the 4th survey conducted by the Delhi government in the last
two years.
It will also examine changes in the style of parenting, as well as the
psychological and emotional state of parental figures because children have
spent the majority of their time with them during the lockdown.
Aside from parents and students, the survey will also look at teachers'
perspectives. Because their routines and instructional techniques have
changed dramatically.
The Delhi government launched the Happiness Curriculum. Such classes
have played an important role in ensuring students' mental and emotional
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well-being in government schools.
This research will aid in the revision of the Happiness curriculum by
implementing new chapters, activities, and stories.
Students should be able to learn about being stress-free in difficult situations
such as the covid-19 pandemic with some modifications.
Happiness Curriculum
In July 2018, the Happiness Curriculum was launched. It was created with
the goal of bolstering the groundwork of happiness and well-being for all
students.
Every day, a 35-minute class is held as part of this curriculum. All students
from kindergarten to class 8 attend classes in Delhi's 1,030 government
schools.
In addition to addressing students' well-being and happiness, the curriculum
aims to promote advancement in cognition, literacy, language, arts, and
numeracy.
The objectives of the Happiness Curriculum are,
To develop self-awareness and mindfulness
To inculcate skills of critical thinking and inquire
To enable learners to communicate effectively and
To help learners in applying life skills to tackle stressful and conflicting
situations around them.

Operation Sajag
According to the northwest district Delhi Police, the number of police control room
calls has decreased by 24% since the start of 'Operation Sajag.''
Highlights:
According to police, 8006 criminals and anti-social elements, such as
robbers and snatchers, have been apprehended since the operation's
inception.
Operation Sajag and other police enforcement methods implemented by
police have resulted in a 24% decrease in PCR calls.
Preventive action has increased by 47%. Street crime has decreased by 33%.
Operation Sajag
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On October 4, 2021, Operation Sajag was initiated with the goal of reducing
incidents of street crime.
It was initiated by the Delhi Police's northwest district. The initiative
includes exercises in area dominance, intensive checking at picket lines, and
special combings.
This operation also increased patrolling by stationing more patrol bikes in
the area to combat street crime and apprehend criminals.
The operation is primarily concerned with locating the source of firearms,
illegal liquor, drugs, and stolen property.
Sajag tends to focus on dark and vulnerable stretches and highways,
including the Ring Road, Inner Ring Road, and GT Karnal Road.
It also concentrates on slum and cluster areas, along railway lines, parks,
market places, and malls, among other things.
Strategies
Comprehensive highway patrolling with a special focus on night patrolling
Foot and group patrolling
Dynamic deployment with a focus on specific areas
GPS-monitored vehicle patrolling
Installation of area domination booths
Permanent and surprise picketing
Outcome-oriented tasking of picket and
Patrolling staff.

Infrastructure Financing Authority In AP
Arunachal Pradesh's government intends to establish the Arunachal Pradesh
Infrastructure Financing Authority.
Highlights:
The cabinet made the decision during the Golden Jubilee celebrations. To
honor Late K A A Raja with the "Arunachal Ratna" award.
The award is one of Arunachal Pradesh's highest state honors. He had
previously served as governor.
500 self-help groups have received financial assistance. They will each
receive a sum of one lakh rupees.
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Each District Level will receive two lakh rupees from three hundred primary
level federations. A Good Governance Index will be developed.
Choosing fifty schools to become "Golden Jubilee Model Schools." This
project is expected to cost Rs 12 crores in financial assistance per school.
The model class project will receive the amount of 500 crores of rupees.
Between 2022 and 2023, 365 infrastructure projects will be inaugurated and
completed.
The Financing Authority will look after the state's development needs. It will
work to improve the overall development of the state as well as the locals'
quality of life.
Arunachal Pradesh Statehood Day
On January 20, 1972, the former North-East Frontier Agency was renamed
Arunachal Pradesh. It was designated as a union territory.
It became a state in 1987. When naming the state, three options were
considered. They are Brahma Mandal, Udayanchal, and Arunachal Pradesh,
respectively.
Arunachal Pradesh was chosen. Arunachal Pradesh translates as "Land of the
Rising Sun." It shares borders with China, Myanmar, Bhutan, Assam, and
Nagaland.
It is surrounded by three countries. Arunachal Pradesh became a state in
1972. And it will be 50 years in 2022.
As a result, the state is commemorating its 50th anniversary. The cabinet
made several decisions on the first day of the month-long celebrations.

Netaji Hologram Statue
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will finally reveal a hologram statue of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose just next to Delhi's India Gate.
Highlights:
The statue was unveiled on Netaji's 125th birthday. On January 23rd, he
celebrates his birthday.
The statue is energized by 4k projectors capable of providing 30,000 lumens
of brightness. These projectors are priced around 15 lakh rupees.
Their projection area is 13 by 13 feet. The statue is 6 feet wide and 28 feet
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tall. In addition to a projector, the technology necessitates the use of a
screen.
Visitors cannot see the screen. The hologram statue will be placed where
King George V of England's statue once stood. The statue was removed in
1968.
The birth anniversary of Netaji is known as Parakram Divas. It is observed
on January 23. It was first observed in 2021.
Netaji's birthday is a state holiday in Tripura, Assam, Jharkhand, and West
Bengal.
Hologram:
Hologram technology generates an image. The image is projected in such a
way that it appears to be real. In addition, the image appears threedimensional.

District Good Governance Index Launched For The First Time In India
Amit Shah, the Union Minister for Home and Cooperation, has essentially released
India's first "District Good Governance Index" for 20 districts in Jammu and
Kashmir.
Highlights:
Amit Shah, the Union Minister for Home and Cooperation, has essentially
released India's first "District Good Governance Index" for 20 districts in
Jammu and Kashmir.
(1) Jammu, (2) Doda, (3) Samba, (4) Pulwama, and (5) Srinagar are the top
five districts in the District Good Governance Index.
The Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances
(DARPG) collaborated with the Government of Jammu and Kashmir to
create this index.
The District Good Governance Index (DGGI) is a structured document that
measures performance across ten governance sectors using 58 indicators and
116 data points.
The government of Jammu and Kashmir's District Good Governance Index
represents a significant administrative reform in benchmarking good
governance just at the district level, as well as a significant step toward
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timely collation and publication of statistics at the state/district level.
The District Good Governance Index is a watershed moment, and it is
expected to provide a solid framework for the evidence-based evaluation of
the performance of all districts in Jammu and Kashmir.

ICE 360 Survey
PRICE conducts the Ice 360 survey.
Highlights:
The average household income of the wealthy has climbed by 39% in the
last five years.
Since 1995, the average household income in the country has increased.
However, in the previous five years, it has dropped by 53%.
In 2020-21, the COVID-induced lockdown completely halted economic
activity for two quarters.
As a result, the country's GDP declined by 7.3 percent in 2020-21.
According to the poll, the urban poor is the ones who are the most impacted.
The poor and middle classes were both affected by the pandemic. The
wealthy also saw an increase in their earnings.
The average middle-class family's household income dropped by 2%. The
lower middle class's household income has decreased by 32%.
The revenue of the upper-middle class rose by 7% during the COVID
period.
Small and medium-sized businesses suffered more employment losses than
large corporations. The casual laborers were the most brutal hit.
The residents of the city suffered greatly during the first lockdown. Small
traders, daily wage laborers, and domestic workers were among those who
suffered the most.
The number of poor people in cities has risen. In 2016, rural India was home
to 90% of the impoverished. By 2021, the percentage had dropped to 70%.
PRICE
PRICE,People's Research on India's Consumer Economy, is a non-profit
organization that researches the Indian consumer economy. The survey
gathers information on household income, financial details, expenditures,
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occupation, and quality of life, among other things.
PRICE collects information about the country's macro consumer economy
and the citizens' environment.
It focuses on how Indians make money, spend it, save it, think about it, and
use public goods and services.
It is instrumental in developing government policies and commercial
strategies.

Abide With Me Hymn
The song "Abide with me" is traditionally sung during the Republic Day procession
is replaced by Kavi Pradeep's "Aye Mere Watan Ke Logon."
Highlights:
Abide with Me is a hymn written in the Christian faith created by Henry
Francis Lyte. Abide with Me is a prayer where the speaker requests that God
accompany him all his life and after he dies.
Because Lyte was dying of disease, he wrote the hymn. It's performed to the
tune Eventide. Lyte wrote the song in 1820. Lyte was dying at the time he
wrote the hymn.
He didn't tell anyone about the hymn. At his funeral, the hymn was first
sung.
2022 Republic Day Celebrations:
The song "Abide with me" is traditionally sung during the Republic Day
procession. It's the last song before the troops leave for their parade.
It's performed right before Saare Jahan se achha. The Indian government has
chosen to remove this hymn from the national anthem.
The hymn has been replaced by Kavi Pradeep's "Aye Mere Watan Ke
Logon." It was written by C Ramachandra and sung by Lata Mangeshkar in
1963.
It was founded in the aftermath of the Sino-Indian war. In 2020, the Modi
government hoped to replace the hymn.
However, due to mounting protest, the hymn was performed. The Modi
government is phasing out the hymn because it generates a somber
atmosphere.
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It is one of Mahatma Gandhi's favorite hymns. It was performed in the
Sabarmati Ashram. In the Ashram, it was the only cross-religious hymn
sung.

Indian Environment Service Set-Up
On January 21, 2021, the Supreme Court asked the Centre to create a dedicated
Indian Environment Service within India's bureaucratic structure.
Highlights:
A committee led by former Cabinet Secretary TSR Subramanian
recommended forming the Indian Environment Service in 2014.
Samar Vijay Singh, a lawyer, filed a petition to establish an independent
Indian Environment Services at the all-India level.
However, it appears that a mandamus cannot be issued.
However, it is possible to inquire whether the government intends to follow
the recommendations of the TSR Subramanian committee.
Indian Environment Service
The committee recommended that an Indian Environment Service be
established as an all-India service.
It can be created based on the qualifications and other details specified by
the MoEF&CC, DoPT, or UPSC.
The committee also proposed that the necessary institutional framework be
established for this purpose. Currently, the UPSC-led all-India civil services
officers deal with environmental clearances and policies.
According to the report, current approval systems and monitoring
mechanisms have resulted in suboptimal management of environmental
issues.
As a result, the committee proposed establishing an All-India Service to
serve as an expert group for man positions in this field across the public and
quasi-governmental sectors.
TSR Subramanian Committee
The TSR Subramanian committee was formed in August 2014, with
Subramanian as chairman.
The Ministry of Environment, Forests established it and Climate Change to
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review Indian environmental laws and update current requirements.
On November 18, 2014, the committee submitted its report. According to
the committee, India has a robust environmental policy and legislative
framework but is poorly implemented.
Conservation experts and the judiciary have criticized environmental
governance due to poor implementation.

Rashtriya Bal Puraskar: Blockchain Technology
The 61 Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PMRBP) 2021 and 2022 were
awarded digital certificates based on blockchain technology.
Highlights:
Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur developed blockchain-based
technology as part of the "National Blockchain Project" (IIT Kanpur).
Director of IIT Kanpur Abhay Karandikar said that this technology might be
utilized to give all certificates and degrees in the future.
The beneficiaries' digital certificates generated using blockchain technology
will be saved in digital wallets on their mobile devices.
Certificates are unforgeable, globally verifiable, selectively disclosable, and
sensitive to user content.
PM Modi launched blockchain-based digital degrees at IIT Kanpur during a
convocation ceremony on 28 December.
Technology Implemented By:
CRUBN is in charge of implementing digital technology. CRUBN is a
company that specializes in blockchain technology.
Four IIT graduates established it.
Nilesh Vasita, IIT Kanpur
Ras Dwivedi, IIT Kanpur,
Tanmay Yadav, IIT Kanpur and
Mukul Verma, IIT Bombay.
Padma Shri Prof. Manindra Agrawal and Prof. Sandeep K Shukla, the joint
coordinators of the National Blockchain Project under the National Security
Council Secretariat, helped develop the technology.
National Blockchain Project And Strategy:
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The National Security Council Secretariat funds the National Blockchain
Project to create blockchain-based e-governance solutions.
The project entails a three-month feasibility assessment to determine
whether or not to deploy blockchain technology and research and validation
plan and an incubation strategy.
Two e-governance applications were recognized in the first phase to prove
the utility of blockchain.
In December 2021, the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
recommended it. It has taken a multi-institutional approach to solve the
problem.
To provide blockchain as a service, the National Informatics Centre (NIC),
the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C DAC), and the
National Informatics Centre Services Inc (NICSI) have devised a strategy.
Using blockchain technology aims to provide a trusted digital platform for egovernance services.

India Celebrated 73rd Republic Day: 26 January
On January 26, 2022, India will commemorate its 73rd Republic Day.
Highlights:
This year's celebrations are extra significant because India is celebrating its
75th year of independence, which is being commemorated as 'Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav.'
On January 26, 2022, India will commemorate its 73rd Republic Day.
This year's celebrations are extra significant because India is celebrating its
75th year of independence, which is being commemorated as 'Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav.'
Republic Day commemorates the date on which India's Constitution went
into effect, on January 26, 1950.
It took the place of the Government of India Act (1935) as India's governing
document.
According to the Ministry of Defence, the Indian Air Force (IAF) will do a
grand flypast with 75 aircraft or helicopters for the first time.
The 'Beating the Retreat' celebration will feature a drone show including
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1,000 indigenously developed drones, as well as projection mapping for the
first time.
Another first is that 480 dancers will perform during the parade's cultural
performance, having been chosen from a statewide Vande Bharatam dance
competition.

PSP-V 2.0: Passport Seva Program
Version 2 of the Passport Seva Program is an expansion of Version 1 of the
Passport Seva Program.
Highlights:
It's a web-based service, established as part of the National E-Government
Plan.
The Indian government plans to deploy e-Passports in the near future for
citizens renewing or applying for new passports.
The primary goal of e-passports is to increase their security. It will facilitate
immigration. It's a step up from a standard passport.
A chip is included in the E-Passports. The chip contains the holder's personal
information, including biographical information.
Unauthorized data access is prevented as a result of this. National
Informatics Centre and IIT Kanpur developed the software for the EPassport.
The E-Passports were created in conformity with ICAO guidelines. The
International Civil Aviation Organization is known as ICAO.
The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) is governed by the
United Nations. It was founded in 1944.
TCS will develop the e-passport technology. The GoI, on the other hand,
will own the data centers, databases, and application software.
The security elements will be designed by the National Informatics Centre.
The features will include a secure digital ecosystem, stakeholder inclusion,
revamping, and database upgrades.
PSP V 2.0
It is a PSP 1 expansion. It changed the way passports were delivered in
various ways. The second version's major goal is to develop a digital
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platform for passport-related services. This is done in order to make the
process more visible, accessible, and trustworthy. Several technological
enhancements will be included in the second version.
Chat Bots, advanced data analytics, auto-response, cloud enablement, and
natural language processing are all examples of this.
E-passports will also be issued with the updated version. The Indian
government intends to build additional data centers to carry out the project.
In addition, disaster recovery centers, passport seva kendras, and Post Office
Passport Seva Kendras will be established.

Kalpana Chawla Centre For Research Launched By Defence Minister
At Chandigarh University, Rajnath Singh inaugurates the Kalpana Chawla Centre
For Research.
Highlights:
The Kalpana Chawla Centre for Research in Space Science and Technology
(KCCRSST) at Chandigarh University was inaugurated by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh.
The Union Minister also announced the launch of a Rs 10 crore Defence
Scholarship Scheme at Chandigarh University for the children of threeservice military officers. Kalpana Chawla was the first woman of Indian
descent to travel to space.
It was founded with the goal of educating students in space science and
satellite creation, as well as addressing future difficulties in space research.
The Ground Control Station (GCS) for Chandigarh University's Student
Satellite would be housed in this cutting-edge space complex (CUSAT).
There will also be an in-house created nano-satellite designed by Chandigarh
University students, as well as a Geo Spatial Centre for study.

Andhra Pradesh New District
Andhra Pradesh's Jagan Mohan Reddy government just established 13th new
districts.
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Highlights:
Parliamentary constituencies were used to construct the districts. With this,
the state of Andhra Pradesh now has a total of 26 districts.
In Visakhapatnam, the Araku Lok Sabha seat was split into 2 districts. In an
undivided Andhra Pradesh, a new district was established in 1979.
The district was Vizianagaram.
The state government has the authority to create a new district. This is
accomplished by either adopting a bill in the state legislature or issuing an
executive order.
State governments can also publish an announcement in the official gazette.
It is easier to administer if the districts are smaller, according to state
governments.
Smaller districts with more officers mean more officers for a smaller
population. The people's grievances will be easily addressed.
The implementation of the scheme and the transfer of funds becomes simple.
The creation of new districts is not the responsibility of the central
government.
Indian Districts
India had 593 districts according to the 2011 census. 46 districts were
established between 2001 and 2011.
In total, the country now has 718 districts.
The number increased mostly as a result of Andhra Pradesh's 2014
bifurcation.
The newly constituted AP districts were not included in the total

Next-Gen Administrative Reforms In J & K
For administrative reforms, the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public
Grievances (DARPG) will work with the Jammu and Kashmir government.
Highlights:
The following three efforts will be the subject of a roadmap:
The DARPG and the J&K government will collaborate to track
progress on 58 factors of the District Good Governance Index.
To track the indicators, an online portal will be created. Citizens'
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satisfaction with 150 e-services is being tracked online.
In Jammu and Kashmir, the e-HRMS will be implemented. In
addition, the National Informatics Centre will develop an online
dashboard monitoring tool for data collection. Digital platforms are
used to deliver 150 e-services.
The services' quality is to be benchmarked. The Kashmiris' quality of life
will increase as a result of this.
The Srinagar and Jammu Secretariats were both transformed into paperless
secretariats. They have upgraded to version 7.0 of the e-office.
E-HRMS, DARPG, And District Good Governance Index
E- HRMS stands for "Electronic Human Resource Management System."
Employee service records, GPF, pension benefits, and gratuity will all be
digitized via the system.
The Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances, and Pensions oversee
DARPG.
Amit Shah, the Union Home Minister, introduced it.
Based on 58 parameters, the index measured the performance of Jammu and
Kashmir's districts.

Ministry of Culture To Release Books On 75 Unsung Heroes
As an Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav element, the Ministry of Culture will release three
pictorial books on 75 unsung heroes of the independencestruggle.
Highlights:
The pictorial books will be published in partnership with "Amar Chitra
Katha."
These books will highlight the contributions of girls, namely, Rani Abbakka,
Parbati Giri, Matangini Hazra, Chakali Ilamma, et al.
Book celebrates the lives of those women who led the charge and lit the
flame of protest and rebellion across the country.
It comprises stories of queens who fought against British powers. These
women devoted and laid down their lives to explain the motherland.
These books will be available freed from cost, in digital format, on the Amar
Chitra Katha app.
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The second edition of the series is in process. It'll comprise stories of 25
unsung tribal freedom fighters.
The third and final edition of the series will contain stories of 30 unsung
heroes.
First Edition
Union Minister Meenakshi Lekhi launched the series's primary in Delhi on
January 28, 2022.
The first part is devoted to twenty women whose contributions are
unrecognized. Among 20 women include:
Rani Abbakka: she was the primary Tuluva Queen of Ullal. She opposed the
Portuguese in the latter half 16th century.
Matangini Hazra: She was a Bengali revolutionary. In September 1942, she
was shot by British Indian police.
Chakali Ilamma: Her act of defiance against the local zamindar encouraged
many during the rebellion in the Telangana region.
Parbati Giri: She is nicknamed Teresa of western Odisha. She was a major
female insurgent from Odisha.
Gulab Kaur: She was an insurgent who left her dreams of a life abroad for
mobilizing Indians against the British Raj.
Padmaja Naidu: She was the daughter of Sarojini Naidu and a rebel. She
later became Governor of West Bengal.
Bishni Devi Shah: She encouraged many individuals in Uttarakhand to join
the liberty movement.

National Tiger Conservation Authority 19th Meeting Chaired By Bhupender
Yadav
The 19th Meeting of the National Tiger Conservation Authority was led by
Bhupender Yadav.
Highlights:
The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) convened its 19th
meeting under the supervision of Bhupender Yadav, the Union Minister for
Environment, Forests, and Climate Change.
In India, there are currently 51 Tiger Reserves, and more than 35 rivers
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originate from those areas, all of which are critical for water security.
The environment minister unveiled an action plan for the restoration,
protection, and conservation of India's seven principal big cats, including the
cheetah, which has been declared extinct in the country since independence.
In the following five years, 50 of these huge cats will be put into various
parks as part of the action plan.
He revealed that 14 tiger reserves in India have been awarded the global
Conservation Assured Tiger Standards (CA|TS) accreditation.
He emphasized the importance of NTCA meetings in the first week of April,
August, and December each year.

Kerala: First-Ever Scientific Bird Atlas
Kerala Bird Atlas (KBA), the first State-level bird atlas in India, has solid baseline
data about the distribution and abundance of bird species across all significant
habitats.
Highlights:
Kerala Bird Atlas (KBA), the first State-level bird atlas in India, has
assembled solid baseline information about the distribution and quantity of
bird species across all significant habitats, giving momentum to futuristic
studies.
It is being executed as a citizen science-driven routine with over 1,000
volunteers of the birdwatching community KBA has been prepared
supported by systematic surveys held twice over 60 days a year.
Conducted as a citizen science-driven exercise with over 1000 volunteers of
the bird watching community.
KBA was prepared supported systematic surveys held twice over 60 days a
year during the wet (July to September) and dry (January to March) seasons
between 2015 and 2020.
Kerala's capital is Thiruvananthapuram.
Kerala Governor is Arif Mohammad Khan, and Chief Minister is Pinarayi
Vijayan.

Gujarat Tableau Showcased Pal Dadhvav Martyrs
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The Gujarat Tableau featured the carnage in Pal and Dadhvav at the 73rd Republic
Day Parade.
Highlights:
In 1922, a massacre occurred. During the tragedy, around 1,200 tribals were
mercilessly murdered by British soldiers.
Motilal Tejawat, a tribal leader, addressed 10,000 Bhil tribals on March 7,
1922.
These tribals were from the Dadhvav village and were members of the Eki
movement (now Sabarkantha district in Gujarat).
The protesters were against the British government's introduction of
regulations connected to Jagirdar, land taxation, and the Rajwada.
Major H.G.Sutton gave the firing order. The police killed more than 1,200
persons due to the order.
Pal Dadhvav Martyrs is the name given to this occurrence. The region's
wells were brimming with the bodies of indigenous people.
Dudhiya Kuva and Dhekhadiya Kuva were the names of the wells. Tejawat
managed to flee the carnage.
Tejawat was shot twice in the thighs and remained underground at Gandhiji's
suggestion. He was sentenced to seven years in prison.
He renamed the area "Virubhumi" after the country gained independence.
The atrocity is still commemorated in Gujarati folk music.
Three times as many persons were killed in this slaughter as in the
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre.
The British, on the other hand, had no such documentation. Because the
tragic victims were impoverished and illiterate, People forgot the incident.
After the massacre in Jallianwala Bagh, the British took great pains to
suppress the occurrence.
Tableau
Front Of the Tableau showed the tribal and its fighting spirit. The Back Part
represented the massacre.
The artists performed a dance called "Ger." The Bhil tribals are a western
Indian ethnic group.
The Bhils were the country's most significant tribal group in 2013.
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Rajasthan, Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh are
among the states where they can be found.

First-Ever Graphene Innovation Centre In India
Kerala has established the country's first graphene innovation center. This is the
first graphene research and development center to be founded.
Highlights:
The project would be funded with Rs 86.41 crores by the central
government. The Kerala government will develop the center as Tata Steel is
The industrial partner.
In addition, the state-run Digital University Kerala and the Centre for
Materials for Electronics will collaborate on the initiative with the state and
federal governments.
Graphene is the world's most vital substance and the thinnest of materials.
Graphene is a material with excellent electrical conductivity and chemical
resilience.
It has a vast surface area, is translucent, and is light in weight. Graphene can
replace indium and lower the price of an Organic Light Emitting Diode.
Graphene is a carbon isotope. It possesses a honeycomb nanostructure in
two dimensions.
Because of its electronic and electrical capabilities, graphene is referred to as
a "Wonder substance."
Graphene is a semiconductor with a zero-gap. This indicates that the
conduction and valence bands are both at the same energy level.
Free electrons in the conduction band are required for an element to conduct
electricity.
Applications:
Tennis racquets are made from it. Graphene is also employed in
manufacturing composite materials, bioengineering, energy storage, and
filtration.
Lubricants, paints, functional fluids, batteries, coatings, oils, capacitors,
display materials, and solar cells are all made with it.
Other materials can benefit from the addition of graphene. It becomes more
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potent when a tiny bit of graphene is added to metals, polymers, or other
substances.
Graphene is perfect for producing supercapacitors because of its high
surface area to volume ratio.
Anti-corrosion coatings have been applied to graphene. Drug delivery,
sensors, coatings, and solar panels all employ it.

Upper Age Limit For Govt Jobs Raised In Odisha
Odisha's government recently raised the upper age limit for applying for State Civil
Service Exams.
Highlights:
The age was raised from 32 to 38 years old. The State Civil Services Rules,
1989, were amended to do this.
The age limit has been raised solely for the tests in 2021, 2022, and 2023.
The age limit for people from Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Socially
and Educationally Backward Classes, Persons with Disabilities, and Women
in Odisha has been lowered.
Provisions And Relaxations:
The age limit has been lowered to eliminate COVID-related delays in
administering the exam.
Because of the pandemic, the candidates' ages have advanced, and they are
no longer eligible to sit for tests.
It is critical to make such changes to enhance the employment rate in the
United States.
SC/ST/OBC: The maximum age limit has been raised to 43 years, or 38+5.
38+5 = 43 years for women of all categories
38+10 = 48 years old is the general group.
PwD categories for SC/ST/SEBC: 53 years
Employment Status And Odisha Government Initiatives:
Odisha's labor force participation rate is 48.3 percent. This matches the
national rate of 48.3%.
The ratio of workers to population is 44.9 percent. In addition, the national
worker population ratio is 46.8%.
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In metropolitan regions, the unemployment rate is larger than the
employment rate.
Urban Wage Employment Initiative in Odisha: The initiative offered job
possibilities in developing community centers, playgrounds, public parks,
and water bodies, among other things.
MUKTA Mukhyamantri Karma Tatara Abhiyan was established to help the
urban poor find work.

Mission Amanat Launched By Indian Railways
Mission Amanat has been launched by Indian Railways to assist travelers in
tracking down their misplaced possessions.
Highlights:
The Railway Protection Force (RPF) of Indian Railways' Western
Railways zone has launched a new effort dubbed "Mission Amanat" to
help travelers recover their misplaced luggage.
The details of lost bags and items and images will be posted on the zonal
railway's official website, https://wr.indianrailways.gov.in/, as part of
Mission Amanat.
This will assist passengers in tracking down and recovering their
misplaced goods and ensuring the safety and security of passengers,
luggage, and personal effects.
Vinay Kumar Tripathi is the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of
the Railway Board.
According to Western Train, from January to December 2021, the RPF
recovered commodities worth Rs 2.58 crore belonging to a total of 1,317
railway passengers and restored them to their respective owners after
thorough verification.
The railways take all necessary precautions to ensure that passengers
are informed of the Covid-19 regulations.
RPF members will instruct passengers on masks, hand sanitization, and
social distance. The RPF has also teamed up with many NGOs to
distribute booklets and bans.
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First-Ever Heli Hub In India
Gurugram will host India's first Heli Hub. The heli-hub is expected to be built in
Gurugram, near a metro station and convenient access to industrial locations such
as Noida and Bhiwadi.
Highlights:
Gurugram will acquire India's first heli-hub with comprehensive aviation
amenities, according to Haryana Deputy Chief Minister Dushyant Chautala.
The heli-hub will be the first in India, with all helicopter facilities at one
location.
The heli-hub is expected to be built in Gurugram, next to a metro station and
convenient access to industrial regions (Noida & Bhiwadi).
The Haryana government has proposed to build the country's first heli-hub in
Gurugram, which will include a heliport, hangars, maintenance, and other
aviation-related services.
This heli-main hub's function serves as a landing and take-off location for
numerous helicopter services in the nation's capital.

Republic Day 2022: 21 State/UT Tableaux
The republic day procession had 21 tableaux representing twelve states and union
territories.
Highlights:
Meghalaya celebrated fifty years of independence. Women's self-help clubs
and cooperative societies were examples of this. Cane and bamboo
handicrafts were also on display in the tableau.
Tribal revolutionaries were featured in Gujarat. The Pal Dadhvav Martyrs
were among the British, who killed around 1,200 innocent individuals.
The tableau was based on the topic "Symbols of Gone Heritage" and was
shown by Goa. It also featured a variety of natural and historical sights.
"Haryana Number One on Sports" was the topic of Haryana's tableau.
Haryana has won the most national and international sports medals, notably
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the Olympics.
"Pragati Ki or Badhta Uttarakhand" is the Theme of the Uttarakhand tableau.
It highlighted new advancements in connectivity as well as holy locations.
Arunachal Pradesh Tableau's Theme was "Anglo Abor Adiverse." It
represented the ethnic communities' struggle against the British.
Sixteen dancers performed the Tapu dance.
The Galo people are known as the Abor, Abotani's descendants.
They communicate in Tani Galo. Since 1950, they have been classified as a
Scheduled Tribe.
Karnataka Theme: Traditional Handicrafts Credo The Gordhan Nayay
Yojana is the inspiration for the subject.
Uttar Pradesh Theme: The One District One Product Program's
accomplishments in skill development and employment.
Punjab Theme: The state's contribution to the country's independence
Maharashtra's Theme was bio symbols and biodiversity
Due to a lack of time and space, only 21 tableaux participated in the march.
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal did not participate in the state and
expressed their displeasure with this.
"Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav" was the main topic. Its goal is to commemorate
India's 75th year of independence.

Digital Sansad Launched By Lok Sabha
On January 27, 2022, the Lok Sabha secretariat unveiled a new app called "Digital
Sansad."
Highlights:
The digital sandad app was created to make it easier for citizens to track
what's going on in Parliament and with their legislators.
The App is compatible with both Android and iOS devices.
It contains all of the primary content of the Indian Parliament's
interconnected portal.
Om Birla, the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, is the creator of the Digital Sansad
App. He wanted to make parliamentary sessions more available to the public
through this software.
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The legislature is required to keep its constituents informed about its daily
operations.
Parliament must keep its communication channels current with the changing
technology world to achieve this goal.
As a result, the legislature began to increase its digital footprint. The 'Digital
Sansad App' launch is a step in the right direction.
The App has over 8000 users from India, the United States, and Saudi
Arabia.
Uses:
The App provides a 360-degree picture of legislative actions and services for
members. Apart from current House proceedings, the App would let users
access historical material from all Lok Sabhas.
Speeches, debates, and other materials would also be available. The App
includes information on budget speeches from 1947 to the present and
House debates from the 12th to the 17th Lok Sabha.
It will also include a live broadcast of the Sansad proceedings. This App also
allows you to view the 2022 Budget Session live.
Members of Parliament will be able to use the App to check personal
information such as House bulletins, the status of their notifications, and so
on.
Laptops are not permitted inside the House of Commons. As a result, MPs
will find this helpful App for getting parliamentary data during any debate in
the House.
MPs will be able to use this App to log in for attendance, ask questions
during Question Hour, and submit notices for debates or adjournment
motions in the future.

Air India Transfer to Tata Sons
The Union government transferred its interests in Air India to Tata Sons subsidiary
Talace on January 27, 2022.
Highlights:
Apart from the Shares, Talace now has control and administration of the
company.
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With this, the five-year-long disinvestment process came to a close.
Since 1953, Air India has been a government-owned company.
The deal includes Air India Express, Air India, and the government's entire
50 percent investment in AI SATS, a joint-venture ground handling
company.
For 2021-2022, the government has set a total disinvestment target of Rs
1.75 lakh crore.
Tata Sons paid Rs 2,700 crore in cash for Air India and assumed a Rs 15,300
crore debt.
The government has accepted a total debt of Rs 62,057 crore. The
government will also keep some of the airline's non-core assets worth Rs
14,718 crore.
Tata And Air India
Air India's 141-plane fleet will be transferred to Tata. It will also get control
of well-known brands, including Indian Airlines, Air India, and the
Maharajah.
Around 13,500 regular and contract staff will also be transferred to Tata,
where they will work for at least a year.
The Tata Group owns three airlines. Tata holds a 51 percent investment in
Vistara and an 84 percent share in AirAsia India.
These three airlines have a combined market share of 24% in the aviation
industry.
Disinvestment of Air India
In June 2017, the Union Cabinet approved the disinvestment of Air India in
principle. In 2018, the government issued a request for a 76 percent share in
the airline. However, no one was interested in purchasing it. The
government initiated a new endeavor in January 2020 to sell its entire share
in Air India.
The Atal Bihari Vajpayee government attempted to sell a 40% share in Air
India in 2000-2001. However, the move failed.
In 1932, Air India was established. JRD Tata piloted the initial flight
between Karachi and Bombay.
Tata Airlines was the company's name during the time. The government
bought a 49 percent share in it in 1948. In 1953, the airline was nationalized.
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Electronic Goods India's Exports
In December 2021, India's electronic goods exports totaled USD 1.67 billion. It
increased by 33.99 percent compared to December 2020 exports of USD 1.25
billion.
Highlights:
From April to December 2021, the electronic sector's exports increased by
49 percent, reaching USD 11.0 billion, up from USD 7.4 billion in 2020.
Exports of Electronic Goods increased by 26% and 131 percent,
respectively, from USD 8.8 billion in April-December 2019 to USD 4.8
billion in April-December 2014.
Mobile phones account for a significant portion of India's electronic goods
exports.
IT Hardware, such as laptops and tablets; Industrial electronics; Consumer
electronics, such as TVs and audio; LED Lighting; Strategic electronics,
Auto electronics, electronic components, Telecom equipment, wearables,
and audio devices; and Strategic electronics, Auto electronics, electronic
components, Telecom equipment, wearables, and audio devices.
Electronics goods exports totaled USD 11.11 billion in 2020-21. Exports of
USD 11.0 billion were obtained in the first three quarters.
From April to November 2021, the top 5 export destinations will be:
USA (18%)
UAE (16.6%)
China (7.6%)
Netherland (4.5%) and
Germany (4.2%).
Government's Steps
Modified Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMC 2.0), by the National
Policy on Electronics, 2019.
Production Linked Incentive Scheme (PLI) for Large Scale Electronics
Manufacturing, PLI for IT hardware Scheme for Promotion of
Manufacturing of Electronic Components and Semiconductors (SPECS)
Modified Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMC 2.0), by the National
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Policy on Electronics, 2019.
India is attempting to establish itself as a global hub for electronics, system
design, and manufacturing (ESDM).
For electronics manufacturing, FDI of up to 100% through the automatic
route is permissible.
The Phased Manufacturing Program (PMP) was announced to encourage
domestic value addition in manufacturing mobile phones and related parts or
sub-assemblies.

India's Largest EV Station
Gurgaon now has India's largest electric vehicle charging station.
Highlights:
On the Delhi-Jaipur National Highway in Gurugram, India's largest electric
vehicle (EV) charging station, with a capacity of 100 charge outlets for fourwheelers, was inaugurated.
Previously, India's largest EV charging station, with 16 AC and 4 DC
charging connections for EVs, was located in Navi Mumbai.
Alektrify Private Limited, a tech-piloting company, created the latest EV
charging station.
This EV charging station will not only help the region's electric vehicle
sector, but it will also serve as a model for future major EV charging stations
across the country.
This size and scope of the electric vehicle charging stations are uncommon.
It will be critical for the sector to experience true Ease of Doing Business in
terms of smooth 'Certification Compliance' and 'Safety Standards.'
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
AIIMS: COVID Study On Children
A study on children with COVID-19 was recently undertaken by the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences, AIIMS.
Highlights:
Adolescents, compared to adults, had decreased mortality and fewer
symptoms, according to the study.
Since January 3, 2022, children between the ages of 15 and 17 have been
vaccinated. Doctors wanted to look into the COVID profiles of these kids
before starting the vaccination program.
Organ cancer patients are more prone to have a moderate to severe
condition. India should place a greater emphasis on developing pediatric
infrastructure.
Findings:
COVID-19 disease is present in one percent of adolescents. COVID-19 was
mild in 84.6 percent of the people.
Body discomfort affected 11.5 percent of the participants. Fever and cough
affected 14.9 percent of the children.
COVID-19 disease was present in 6.3 percent of the population. Breathing
problems affected 6.2 percent of the children.
According to the study, 50.7 percent of individuals had breathless during the
second wave. 7.3 percent of the children required oxygen therapy.
Invasive ventilation was required in 2.3 percent of the cases. Non-invasive
ventilation was preferred by 2.8 percent of respondents.
Pressure is delivered through an endotracheal tube in invasive ventilation.
The oxygen assistance given by a face mask is known as non-invasive
ventilation.
Steroids were administered to 1% of the children. Remdesivir was
administered to 16.9% of the youngsters.
MIS C
A multisystem inflammatory syndrome is MIS C. It is a condition in which
antibodies become aggressive and attack the human body.
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Children have been found to have MIS C. MIS C affected 12 out of 10,000
children infected with COVID-19.
After the youngsters recover from COVID-19, they develop the MIS C
condition in four to six weeks.

New Species of Branching Worm Called Ramisyllis Kingghidorahi
Marine biologists recently described the third species of the syllid worm. It was
given the scientific name Ramisyllis Kingghidorahi.
Highlights:
The species was discovered in shallow waters off the coast of Sado Island in
Japan. It was discovered inside the sponges.
The recently discovered species is a branching worm. Humans are aware of
three branching worms as a result of this.
Ramisyllis multicaudata and Syllis ramosa are the other two. R.
multicaudata was discovered in 2012.
The species was named after a fictional character, King Ghidorah. Ghidorah
is a two-tailed, three-headed monster who opposes Godzilla.
Ramisyllis multicudata
It was discovered in 2006, and it was first described in 2012.
Scientists are still baffled by the worm. Scientists are baffled as to how the
worm obtains sufficient nutrition.
These branching worms are classified as annelids.
They are divided into sections. Each segment has a distinct set of organs.
Features
The new species can regenerate itself. The sponges are home to the worms.
The scientists are still puzzled about the relationship between sponges and
these worms.
The worm can bud terminally, laterally, and wherever there is a broken
surface.
The worm's body is asymmetrical.
It cannot be seen with the naked eye.
The body is brittle and easily breaks.
This species, like R multicudata, has two pairs of eyes, three antennae, two
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pairs of tentacular cirri, and a pair of palps.
All three species' heads are hidden deep within the sponge.

NFT Profile Picture Feature In Twitter
On January 21, 2022. Twitter has announced a new method for users to authenticate
their profile pictures powered by non-fungible tokens (NFTs).
Highlights:
It is substantial for NFT owners who have been uploading their digital assets
in jpeg format as profile pictures.
Twitter now allows users to connect any NFT they own to their Twitter
account.
As proof of authenticity, it will display accurate NFT profile pictures with a
new hexagon-shaped mask.
Twitter first announced its intention to announce NFT profile images in
September 2021.
Significance:
However, this is not the first time crypto enthusiasts will use NFT as Twitter
profile pictures.
Eminem, a famous rap artist, recently changed his profile picture to a BAYC
NFT that he owns.
However, questions have been raised about the long-term viability of
ownership of these digital assets.
However, Twitter's recent decision is significant because it is changing this
forever. Users who own an NFT will see their profile pictures with a new
hexagonal border.
As a result, if a right-clicker tries to use someone's NFT as their profile
picture without first purchasing the NFT, they will be able to use the image.
However,
NFT Profile
Pic:they will be limited to the traditional circle frame.
The first requirement for an NFT profile picture is a crypto wallet.
Tokens owned by a public wallet address can be held and transacted
using crypto-wallets.
NFTs, a type of token, are included. To create an NFT profile picture, a
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person must link his Twitter account to a crypto wallet containing the
NFT.
When a person connects to Twitter using a supported crypto wallet,
Twitter will generate a verification request message for the person's
wallet address.
The recipient will be asked to complete a signing request that includes
the recipient's Twitter handle in the message.
NFT:
NFTs are digital assets that can be art, music, GIFs, short videos, or
even a profile picture.
NFT is stashed on a blockchain, a digital database that is open to the
public.
Twitter currently only supports Argent, Ledger Live, Coinbase Wallet,
Rainbow, MetaMask, and Trust Wallet.

Om RT-PCR Kit Developed By CSIR-CDRI
'CSIR Central Drug Research Institute' experts have produced the 'Om' indigenous
RT-PCR kit. The omicron version will be tested with this kit.
Highlights:
Om kit is the first kit for the omicron variety developed by a government
agency.
It will enable India to become self-sufficient in RT-PCR diagnostics.
At CSIR-CDRI, Dr. Atul Goel, Dr. Niti Kumar, and Dr. Ashish Arora make
up the team.
The indigenous RT-PCR kit 'INDICoV-OmTM' is one of the few specialist
Omicron detection kits available in the world.'
INDICoV-OmTM
Om test kit will aid in the rapid and cost-effective detection of omicron
variants in a large population, as opposed to genome sequencing.
Within two months, the kit was completed. It will set you back roughly Rs
150. It will also offer test results in two hours.
Other new strains of Covid infection and respiratory infections can also be
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detected using the kit.
After receiving permission from the Indian Council of Medical Research, the
kit will be released in mid-February (ICMR).
The ICMR-National Institute of Virology (NIV) has been referred to
validate the kit.
Significance
The Om diagnostic kit will be used to detect the omicron variant
particularly. Its discovery will help in the accurate diagnosis and treatment
of the patient.
The majority of RT-PCR-based diagnostic tools are unable to identify the
covid variation that is causing the illness.
The detection of the omicron variant now relies on assays such as S-gene
dropout or whole-virus Nextgen sequencing.
Concerns
The manner of S-gene drop-out is not specific. It doesn't say what kind of
variety it is.
The Nextgen sequencing approach, too, has several restrictions, including
cost, turnaround time, and the number of centers that offer this service.
RT-PCR- Reverse Transcription Polymerase Chain Reaction
The reverse transcription of RNA into DNA is combined in RT-PCR, a
scientific procedure. The polymerase chain reaction is used to amplify DNA
targets (PCR). It is used to determine the quantity of a certain RNA.

Evidence Of Water On Moon
China's Chang'e 5 lunar lander has discovered the first on-site evidence of water on
the moon's surface.
Highlights:
On January 8, 2022, the study was published in the peer-reviewed journal
Science Advances.
It was discovered that the lunar soil at the landing site has a water content of
fewer than 120 grams per tonne, or 120 parts per million (ppm).
It also demonstrates that 180 ppm water is carried by light, vesicular rock. In
comparison to Earth, these are substantially drier.
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Confirmation And Detection:
The presence of water on the Moon had already been established through
remote observation. Water has been identified in rocks and dirt by the
lander.
An instrument onboard the lunar lander identified water for the first time on
the site. The gadget measured the regolith and rock's spectral reflectance.
Since the water molecule, or hydroxyl, absorbs at a frequency of roughly
three micrometers, the water content in the regolith and rock can be
determined.
According to studies, the wettest lunar soil was caused by solar wind.
Hydrogen, which builds up water, was carried by the solar wind.
The remaining 60 ppm water in the rock is thought to have come from the
lunar interior.
Chang'e-5 Spacecraft:
It is the Chinese Lunar Exploration Program's fifth lunar exploration
mission. It's also China's first lunar sample return mission.
Chang'e, the Chinese moon goddess, inspired the name. The spacecraft was
launched from Hainan Island on November 23, 2020, and it arrived on the
Moon on December 1, 2020.
On December 16, 2020, it returned to Earth with approximately 1,731 g of
lunar samples. The spacecraft had landed on one of the moon's youngest
mare basalts, which is located near the moon's mid-high latitude.
The samples, which are a combination of granules, were collected by the
spacecraft. It was gathered from both above and below the surface.

Artificial Womb
During a Twitter exchange, the CEO of Tesla, Elon Musk, co-founder of Ethereum
Vitalik Buterin and founding father of e-commerce platform Gumroad Sahil
Lavingia, talked about population collapse and 'artificial wombs' to tackle this
crisis.
Highlights
Their talk was also focused on possible world population collapse because of
the options of making synthetic wombs as an answer.
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According to Elon Musk, if there isn't enough population on Earth, there
won't be enough for Mars.
A synthetic womb is additionally called an "artificial uterus" or "artificial
womb." This device allows for extracorporeal pregnancy.
During this process, the fetus is grown outside the body of an organism,
usually carrying the fetus to term.
The use of synthetic wombs would further remove the high burden of
pregnancy. Thus, it'll reduce inequality.
In 2017, a tool closest to an 'artificial womb' was reported when a search
team from Philadelphia revealed that a prototype bio bag successfully
supported lamb fetuses.
All emerged from the bio bag healthy and evaded complications related to
preterm birth.
The development of an artificial womb could help save the lives of
premature babies.
Application
The artificial womb may be a replacement organ that has many applications:
An artificial womb can assist male or female couples in developing a fetus.
This can be performed as a switch from the natural uterus to the artificial
uterus, thus moving the fetal viability threshold to a way earlier stage of
pregnancy.
The device is often compared to a neonatal incubator with extended
functions.
It might be used for the initiation of fetal development.
It could also help make fetal surgery procedures an early stage an option
instead of postponing them until the pregnancy term.

The Fastest AI Supercomputer In The World
Facebook parent company Meta's new "artificial intelligence supercomputer" will
be the fastest across the planet by the center of the year 2022.
Highlights
Meta introduced the AI Research SuperCluster (RSC) on January 24, 2022.
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It's believed to be among the fastest AI supercomputers running today.
Currently, AI can perform tasks like translating text between languages and
help in identifying potentially harmful content.
However, the development of the next generation of AI would require
powerful supercomputers capable of quintillions of functions per second.
RCS will help in building new and improved AI models. It'll also allow
figuring across many different languages.
RCS will also help build technologies for the next central computing
platform called "the metaverse," where AI-driven applications and products
will play a significant role.
Metaverse
Metaverse may be a network of 3D virtual worlds that focuses on social
connection.
This term is a hypothetical iteration of the internet and a universal virtual
world in futurism and fantasy.
Metaverse term was originated in the 1992 fantasy novel Snow Crash.
Meta Platforms
Meta Platforms is formerly referred to as Facebook, an American
multinational technology conglomerate.
Headquartered in Menlo Park, California, Meta is the parent organization of
Facebook, WhatsApp, and Instagram.
Meta is among the world's most precious companies and is among Big Tech
companies in U.S. information technology alongside Amazon, Google,
Apple, and Microsoft.
Supercomputer
The supercomputer has a high level of performance compared to a generalpurpose computer.
Its performance is usually measured in floating-point operations per second
(FLOPS) instead of "million instructions per second (MIPS)."

First Pig Heart Transplanted To Human
In a last-ditch effort to save a patient's life, physicians in a Maryland hospital
transplanted a pig heart into him. It was done for the first time in medical history.
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Highlights:
Three days after this very experimental procedure, the patient is doing well.
This is a major step forward in the decades-long dispute over the use of
animal organs in life-saving transplants.
However, it is too early to tell if the procedure will be successful.
According to doctors at the University of Maryland Medical Center, the
transplant demonstrated that a genetically modified animal's heart may
function in a human body without rapid rejection.
David Bennett, 57, was the patient. He was well aware that there was no
certainty that the experiment would be successful.
He was prepared for the procedure, though, because he was dying and was
not a candidate for a human heart transplant.
There is a severe shortage of human organs available for transplantation.
Xenotransplantation:
Attempts at such transplants in the past have mainly failed. This is due to the
fact that the animal organ was quickly rejected by the patients' bodies.
For example, in 1984, a dying newborn named Baby Fae was given a
baboon heart and lived for 21 days.
Maryland surgeons utilized a heart from a pig that had undergone gene
editing to eliminate sugar in its cells that causes hyper-fast organ rejection in
the latest transplant.
The transfer of living cells, organs, or tissues from one species to another is
known as xenotransplantation or heterologous transplantation.
Xenografts or xenotransplants are cell, organ, or tissue transplants. In preclinical oncology research, Xenotransplantation of human tumor cells into
immunocompromised mice is commonly used.

New Oral Cancer Detecting Tech
Researchers from West Bengal's Guru Nanak Institute of Dental Sciences have
developed a new approach for detecting oral tumors.
Highlights:
It distinguishes between malignant and precancerous stages. High-standard
biopsy reports are used to differentiate the cases.
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The team has developed novel imaging equipment. By measuring the blood
flow rate in the tissues, the instrument determines the malignant stage.
A blood perfusion imager is a gadget. A humidity sensor, an infrared
camera, and a software engine are all used. The software engine is
electronically controlled.
Uses:
Cancer affects about a fifth of the female population. In India, oral cancer is
also the most frequent kind among men.
Oral malignancies account for more than 11.28 percent of all cancers. In
socially disadvantaged populations, oral cancer is one of the most common
causes of illness.
If caught early enough, a five-year survival rate is probable. The survival
rate declines to 65 percent as the disease progresses.
Benefits:
Oral cancer in its advanced stages is easily detectable. The device will set
you back $500. This might be made available in remote community health
centers.
Because of tobacco, India has a high rate of mouth cancer. In India, tobacco
chewing is responsible for 80% of mouth malignancies.
In the recent decade, oral cancer has been more common among young
adults and women.
How Does It Work?
Sensors and controls are included in the device.
These elements capture biological data input into a computer-simulated
software engine.
The engine distinguishes between precancerous cases and those that are
cancerous.
Government Initiative:
Around 60% of oral malignancies in India are treatable if identified early.
The Indian government has established a National Cancer Control Program.
Regional cancer centers have been established as part of the initiative.
NPCDCS is the acronym for the National Program for the Prevention and
Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Disease, and Stroke.
The program focuses on community-level follow-up and screening,
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diagnosing, and addressing the risk factors involved.

Deployment of James Webb Telescope
NASA launched the James Webb telescope on Christmas Eve. Only after the
telescope is in orbit can it unfold. The telescope is the successor to the Hubble
Space Telescope.
Highlights:
NASA, the Canadian Space Agency, and the European Space Agency
collaborated on the project. The Ariane rocket was used to launch it.
Humans control the telescope's unfolding. The telescope was launched to
scan to survey galaxies and stars formed 13.7 billion years ago.
The telescope will cost ten billion dollars.
It took 15 days for the telescope to align to its proper shape. It contained 18
segments that had to be manually aligned.
The mirrors took 12 days to align. The alignment process is still underway,
and the telescope will be ready for its first flight in three months.
The telescope will be launched into a 1.5 million-kilometer orbit around the
globe. L2 stands for second Lagrange Point as it is not positioned in Earth's
orbit.
Objectives
The telescope will have a wider field of view than Hubble's as there's an
enormous mirror on this one, which is adjusted to the infrared spectrum
(Infrared).
Exoplanets and their atmospheres will be studied with the James Webb
Telescope.
The telescope will also look for atmospheres that are similar to our own.
It will look for galaxies that were formed during the Big Bang. It will also
determine the rate at which galaxies evolve. It will keep an eye on the star
formation.
The telescope will also measure planets' chemical and physical properties.
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ENVIRONMENT
Sixth Mass Extinction Crisis
According to a report issued in Biological Reviews, the Earth is experiencing the
Sixth Mass Extinction. It may have already lost approximately 13% of its total
species.
Highlights:
There have been five mass extinctions on Earth in the past. The last mass
extinction occurred approximately 65 million years ago, and it wiped out the
dinosaurs.
The Earth is witnessing a dramatic increase in the rate of species extinctions
and a decline in the abundance of many animal and plant populations.
Despite this, experts argue that these phenomena do not constitute mass
extinction.
Based on a highly skewed assessment of the crisis, they deny focusing on
mammals and birds.
The assessment, however, ignores invertebrates, which make up the vast
majority of biodiversity.
Findings:
Molluscs, including land snails and slugs, are the second-largest phylum of
known species.
Mollusks have experienced a higher rate of extinction than birds and
mammals, according to IUCN Red List data.
Invertebrates account for approximately 95% of all known animal species.
As a result, it is critical to include them in estimates of biodiversity
extinction.
However, only about 2% of the 1.5 million described invertebrate species
have been thoroughly evaluated.
According to the team, approximately 1,50,000 to 2,60,000 of all known
species have become extinct since 1500. However, only 882 species are
listed as extinct on the IUCN list.
Earth's Sixth Mass Extinction
The Holocene extinction is the "sixth mass extinction" or the Anthropocene
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extinction.
Because of human activity, there is an ongoing extinction event of species
during the current Holocene epoch.
Extinction events include fungi, bacteria, plants, and animals such as
mammals, reptiles, birds, fish, amphibians, and invertebrates.
The present extinction rate is estimated to be 100 to 1,000 times greater than
natural background extinction rates.
According to the paper, "humans are the only species capable of
manipulating Planet Earth on a grand scale. Humans are to blame for the
current crisis."

Earths Fifth-Hottest Year Is 2021
A report from the Copernicus Climate Change Service, a European Union program,
was just made public. According to the research, 2021 was the seventh hottest year
on the planet.
Highlights:
The last seven years, according to reports, have been the warmest on record.
Because to the continuous rise in greenhouse gas emissions, 2021 was
placed fifth among those 12-month periods.
Scientists warn that increasing greenhouse gas emissions could cause
irreversible damage to the Earth.
According to the report, the average global temperature in 2021 was 1.1 to
1.2 degrees Celsius higher than pre-industrial levels. The temperature was
between 2 and 2.2 degrees Fahrenheit.
According to scientists, an increase in the average temperature of more than
1.5 degrees Celsius might cause lasting damage to the Earth as well as
significant negative environmental consequences.
Carbon dioxide emissions continued to rise in 2021, according to
preliminary satellite data. CO2 emissions arise from a variety of sources,
including the burning of fossil fuels.
However, in comparison to previous years, the rate of increase was slightly
lower. Methane levels, the second-most prevalent greenhouse gas, also rose
significantly in 2021.
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Western Disturbances
According to the India Meteorological Department (IMD), a western disturbance is
expected to strike eastern states on 11 January.
Highlights:
IMD issued yellow and orange alerts for the states of Jharkhand, Odisha,
West Bengal, and Bihar for the dates of 11 to 13 January.
Over these states, light to moderate rainfall is predicted to fall in a scattered
to the moderately widespread pattern.
On January 11, isolated thunderstorms with lightning or hail are expected in
Jharkhand, Bihar, and Gangetic West Bengal, while Sub-Himalayan West
Bengal, Sikkim, and Telangana are expected on 12 January.
The Western Disturbance is an extratropical storm that has its origins in the
Mediterranean. The disturbance provides heavy winter rains to the Indian
subcontinent's northern regions.
It reaches up to the northern regions of Bangladesh and south-eastern Nepal
in the east. The westerlies are driving this non-monsoonal precipitation
trend. In the winter, western disturbances are more frequent and stronger.
The development of the Rabi crop, which contains staple wheat, is
influenced by western disturbances.
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DEFENCE
AK-203 Assault Rifles Delivered By Russia
The Indian Armed Forces received all 70,000 AK-203 Kalashnikov assault rifles
ordered from Russia.
Highlights:
The Indian Armed Forces received all 70,000 AK-203 Kalashnikov assault
rifles ordered from Russia.
The Indian Armed Forces have placed an order for 670,000 rifles, for which
a deal was signed between India and Kalashnikov (Russian defense
manufacturing unit) on December 6, 2021.
The contract's entire cost is estimated to be around Rs 5,124 crore. The
transaction includes the purchase of 70,000 off-the-shelf weapons.
Under a technology transfer agreement, the remaining 600,000 rifles would
be manufactured by an Indo-Russian joint venture business, Indo-Russia
Rifles Private Limited (IRRPL), situated in Amethi, Uttar Pradesh, India
(ToT). [At Amethi's Korwa Rifle Factory]
The INSAS (Indian Small Arms System) Rifle will be replaced with the
lighter AK-203 Rifles in the military.

Pilot Shivangi Singh: First Woman Rafale Pilot In India
India's first female Rafale pilot is Shivangi Singh. At the Republic Day
celebrations, she was a part of the Indian Air Force Tableau. In 2017, she enlisted
in the Indian Air Force.
Highlights:
She is only the second woman pilot to take part in the Tableau of the Indian
Air Force. Bhawna Kanth, a fighter jet pilot, was the first woman to take part
in the IAF tableau.
Shivangi Singh was part of the second group of female fighter pilots to be
commissioned. Before Rafale, she was a MiG-21 pilot.
She is a member of the squadron known as the Golden Arrows. Shivangi
Singh was born in the Indian state of Bihar.
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Sikkim Manipal Institute of Technology was where she earned her
bachelor's degree in technology.
She continued her education at Jaipur's Malaviya National Institute of
Technology. "Indian Air Force Transforming for the Future" was the theme
of the 2022 IAF Tableau.
The tableau included the Aslesha radar and indigenously produced Light
Combat Helicopters. The Gnat aircraft was also displayed by the IAF.
Golden Arrows Squadron
Its headquarters are in Ambala, Punjab. Dassault Rafale jets were used to
resurrect the squadron in 2016.
During the 1965 India-Pakistan war, it was relocated to Delhi to safeguard
the capital. It's been Rafale since 2019.
It's a low-weight radar with a lot of features. It can be used in a variety of
environments, including deserts, plains, high altitudes, and mountain peaks.
The British came up with the idea for Gnat. It's a fighter jet with a subsonic
speed. It's used for both combat and training. Different squadrons in India
fly the Gnat.

MPATGM Successfully Test Fired By DRDO
The DRDO successfully test-fired the MPATGM's final delivery configuration On
11 January.
Highlights:
The Man-Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile (MPATGM) was successfully
flight tested in its final "deliverable version" by the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO). Bharat Dynamics Limited will
manufacture MPATGM at their facilities in Bhanoor, Telangana.
The goal of the missile's testing was to ensure that it performed consistently
at a minimum range of 200-300 meters.
MPATGM has already completed a comparable test with a maximum range
of 4,000 meters.
Following this successful test, the MPATGM system is now ready for mass
manufacturing in India.
The purpose of this test was to demonstrate that the minimal range's
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performance was constant. All of the mission's goals were accomplished.
The missile incorporates a miniaturized infrared imaging seeker and modern
avionics for onboard control and guidance.
The missile's performance was proved for the maximum range in previous
test runs.
Mantri Raksha Mantri Raksha Mantri Raksha Man Shri Rajnath Singh
complimented the DRDO on the anti-tank missile's continuous performance,
stating that this is a vital step toward Atmanirbhar Bharat in the development
of advanced technology-based defense systems.
Dr. G Satheesh Reddy, Secretary of Defence R&D and Chairman of DRDO
commended the team on the missile's good performance during the test.
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PERSONS
Jhulan Goswami: Ambassador Of All Women Match Official Team
Jhulan Goswami has been designated Ambassador of the All Women Match
Official Team by LLC.
Highlights:
Jhulan Goswami has been named an ambassador for the Legends League
Cricket (LLC )'s Women Match Official Team.
This was done in order to promote the LLC's Women's Empowerment
programs and enhance women's engagement in cricket.
For the League, the LLC formed an All-Women Match Official Team.
This is the first time an all-women official team has officiated a men's
league.
Legends League Cricket:
The Legends Competition Cricket (LLC) is a professional cricket league for
cricketers who have retired from the game.
LLC will hold its first session on January 20, 2022, at the Oman Cricket
Stadium in Muscat, Oman.
Indian Maharaja, Asian Lions, and World Giants are the Legends League
Cricket (LLC) 2022 teams.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
International Association of Working Women Award Won By Sushmita Sen
Sushmita Sen, a Bollywood actress, has been awarded the International Association
of Working Women Award at the Washington DC South Asian Film Festival
(DCSAFF) 2021.
Highlights:
Sushmita Sen, a Bollywood actress, has been awarded the International
Association of Working Women Award at the Washington DC South Asian
Film Festival (DCSAFF) 2021.
The former Miss Universe has received an award for excellent performance
by a female actor in a television series for her work on 'Aarya 2.'
Ram Madhvani created the Aarya 2 series, which premiered on
Disney+Hotstar on December 10, 2021.
The DC South Asian Film Festival (DCSAFF) 2021 is scheduled to take
place virtually from January 16 to January 30 and will feature the best in
alternative cinema from India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Nepal,
Bhutan, Tibet, and Sri Lanka.
The DC South Asian Film Festival honored Sushmita Sen for her
outstanding performance as a female actor in a series.
Sushmita received the Champions Of Change Award 2021, which was a
National Award For Social Welfare & Women Empowerment last year, in
addition to her awards for Aarya.
Last year, the first installment of the series was nominated for Best Drama
Series at the International Emmy Awards.
Though they did not win, their nomination was a source of pride for the
citizens.

PMRBP Awards
Ahead of Republic Day, PM Modi virtually interacted with Pradhan Mantri
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PMRBP) awardees on January 24, 2022, amid a covid-19
pandemic.
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Highlights:
The Prime Minister also presented them with certificates digitally via
blockchain technology. The technology was used to present certificates to
awardees for the first time.
He referred to these children as "inspiration for the entire society" and asked
them to work while considering how they could benefit the country.
The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar was given to 29 children, 14
girls (PMRBP).
They were recognized in six categories: innovation, sports, educational
achievement, social service, arts and culture, and bravery.
Prize Money And Selections
Each PMRBP awardee received a medal, a cash prize of Rs. 1 lakh, and a
certificate. The cash prize will be deposited into the accounts of the PMRBP
2022 winners.
Students are chosen for this award based on their achievements in six
categories: Innovation, Scholastic, Social Service, Sports, Art & Culture,
and Bravery.
Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar
The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar, the Prime Minister's National
Award for Children, is an Indian civilian honor. It is divided into two
categories.
In 2018, the awards were changed its name and combined to form the
"Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar."
It is overseen by the Ministry of Women and Child Development. The
President of India bestows the award during the week preceding India's
Republic Day.
The awardees are also met by India's Prime Minister at his residence.
Bal Shakti Puraskar
This award is given to Indian citizens under 18 who have excelled in one of
the six categories listed.
It was founded in 1996 by the non-governmental organization Indian
Council for Child Welfare.
Previously, it was known as the "National Child Award."
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Bal Kalyan Puraskar
This award is given to persons or groups who have made outstanding
contributions to child protection, development, or welfare.
Previously, it was known as the National Child Welfare Awards.
The award was established in 1979 by the Ministry of Women and Child
Development.

Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar 2022
Vinod Sharma, Vice Chairman of the Sikkim State Disaster Management Authority
and the Gujarat Institute of Disaster Management (GIDM), received the "Subhas
Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar 2022."
Highlights:
Both received awards for their outstanding work in disaster management.
Vinod Sharma was named in the individual category, while GIDM was
named in the institutional category.
They were honored with the awardees for 2019, 2020, and 2021.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi presented the award at the investiture
ceremony hosted on January 23, 2022, to commemorate Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose's 125th birth anniversary.
Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar
This is a yearly award given out by the federal government. The award
recognizes and honors the invaluable contribution and selfless service
provided by disaster management organizations and individuals in India.
On January 23, the award is presented to commemorate the birth anniversary
of freedom fighter Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.
The award consists of a cash prize of Rs 51 lakh and a certificate in the case
of an institution, a cash prize of Rs 5 lakh, and a certificate in the case of an
individual.
Nominations for the 2022 award were accepted beginning on July 1, 2021.
This year, 243 valid nominations were received from institutions and
individuals.
GIDM
The GIDM was founded in 2012. Since its inception, the institution has
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improved Gujarat's disaster risk reduction (DRR) capacity.
GIDM trained approximately 12,000 professionals on issues linked to multihazard risk management and reduction during the pandemic through
strategically designed capacity-building programs.
GIDM has recently launched a "user-friendly Gujarat Fire Safety
Compliance Portal" and a "Mobile App Technology-based Advanced
Covid-19 Syndromic Surveillance (ACSyS) system."
The ACS system was created to supplement the Covid-19 surveillance
efforts.
Vinay Sharma
Vinay Sharma is the vice-chairman of the Sikkim State Disaster
Management Authority and a senior professor at the Indian Institute of
Public Administration.
He was the founding coordinator of the National Centre of Disaster
Management, now known as the National Institute of Disaster Management.
He worked to bring disaster risk reduction (DRR) to the forefront of the
national agenda, earning him international acclaim.
He serves as a disaster management resource to the Lal Bahadur Shastri
National Academy of Administration (LBSNAA) and all Administrative
Training Institutes (ATIs).

ICC Awards 2021
The International Cricket Council (ICC) has released the results of the 17th edition
of the ICC Awards, which recognize and honor the best international cricket
players each year.
Highlights:
The International Cricket Council (ICC) has released the results of the 17th
edition of the ICC Awards for the year 2021, which will recognize and
honor the best international cricket players from January 1, 2021, to
December 31, 2021.
Notably, these awards recognize players for their contributions to their
respective national teams over the course of a year.
The winners of the various categories such as Emerging Cricketer of the
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Year, T20I Cricketer of the Year, and Associate Cricketer of the Year for
both men's and women's cricket have been announced by the apex
international cricket governing body.
Winners
Category
Winners
Rachael Heyhoe Flint Trophy for ICCSmriti Mandhana (India)
Women's Cricketer of the Year
Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy for ICCShaheen Afridi (Pakistan)
Men's Cricketer of the Year
ICC Umpire of the Year
Marais Erasmus
ICC Men's T20I Cricketer of the Year
Mohammad Rizwan (Pakistan)
ICC Women's T20I Cricketer of the Year Tammy Beaumont (England)
ICC Emerging Men's Cricketer of theJanneman Malan (South Africa)
Year
ICC Emerging Women's Cricketer of theFatima Sana (Pakistan)
Year
ICC Men's Associate Cricketer of theZeeshan Maqsood (Oman)
Year
ICC Women's Associate Cricketer of theAndrea-Mae Zepeda (Austria)
Year
ICC Men's ODI Cricketer of the Year
Babar Azam (Pakistan)
ICC Women's ODI Cricketer of the Year Lizelle Lee (South Africa)
ICC Men's Test Cricketer of the Year
Joe Root (England)

Padma Awards Refused By Two
Former West Bengal Chief Minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee and former General
Secretary late EMS Namboodirpad are two of the state's Padma Award recipients
who declined.
Highlights:
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee isn't the first Marxist leader to turn down the
award.
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EMS Namboodirpad, the late General Secretary of the CPI(M), was the first
to refuse the Padma Award among CPI(M) leaders.
Both CPI(M) leaders have a policy of refusing to accept state prizes. The
CPI(M) has consistently refused such prizes from West Bengal.
Different Personalities Receiving Padma Vibushan
The then-Congress administration, led by PV Narasimha Rao, chose EMS
and BJP's Atal Bihari Vajpayee for the Padma Vibhushan award in 1992.
Vajpayee was presented with the award, but the Marxist veteran denied it.
When it came to rejecting the Padma Vibhushan, EMS was not alone.
At least two other persons were adamantly opposed to it. "Accepting an
award for job done produces an unexplained anguish," said bureaucrat PN
Haksar.
Swami Ranganathananda refused to accept it because it was bestowed on
him individually.
Parkash Singh Badal, the former Punjab Chief Minister, returned to Padma
Vibhushan in 2020 to support farmer protests.
Padma Awards
In 1954, the Padma Awards were established. It is given to Indian nationals
in recognition of their outstanding achievements in various fields, including
education, the arts, literature, industry, acting, science, social service,
medical, and public affairs.
It has also been given to several notable individuals who were not citizens
but made significant contributions to India in various ways.
India has launched an online forum for ordinary folks to recommend
nominees for the awards.

Republic Day Gallantry Awards
President Ram Nath Kovind awarded 384 gallantry medals and other military
decorations for members of the security services on 25 January.
Highlights:
He also approved the awarding of 12 Shaurya Chakras to servicemen who
displayed extraordinary bravery during operations.
Subedar Neeraj Chopra of the 4 Rajputana Rifles will get the Param Vishisht
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Seva Medal (PVSM) for being the first Indian to win gold in a track and
field event at the Tokyo Olympics 2020.
PVSM is a three-star decoration granted to officers who have served with
distinction.
Ashok Chakra
At the Republic Day ceremony on January 26, 2022, the President will
posthumously award the Ashok Chakra to Assistant Sub Inspector Babu
Ram of the Jammu and Kashmir Police.
India's highest peacetime gallantry award is the Ashok Chakra.
On August 29, 2020, Babu Ram killed three terrorists in Srinagar during an
operation.
Shaurya Chakra
India's Shaurya Chakra is the country's third-highest peacetime gallantry
award. Nine people will receive the prize posthumously, along with three
other people.
Naib Subedar Sreejith M (posthumous)
Havildar Anil Kumar Tomar (posthumous)
Havildar Kashiray Bammanalli (posthumous)
Havildar Pinku Kumar (posthumous)
Sepoy Maruprolu Jaswanth Kumar Reddy (posthumous)
CRPF Head Constable Ajeet Singh (posthumous)
CRPF Constable Vikas Kumar (posthumous)
CRPF Constable Purnanand (posthumous) and
CRPF Head Constable Kuldeep Kumar Urawan (posthumous)
Rifleman Rakesh Sharma
CRPF Deputy Commandant Dilip Malik
CRPF Assistant Commandant Anirudh Pratap Singh.
Gallantry awards
On the eve of the 73rd Republic Day, the President granted 384 gallantry
medals.
29 Param Vishisht Seva Medals
53 Ati Vishisht Seva Medals
4 Uttam Yudh Seva Medals
3 Bar to Vishisht Seva Medals
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13 Yudh Seva Medals
122 Vishisht Seva Medals
3 Bar to Sena Medals (Gallantry)
2 Vayu Sena Medals (Gallantry)
81 Sena Medals (Gallantry)
8 Nao Sena Medals (Devotion to Duty)
40 Sena Medals (Devotion to Duty)
14 Vayu Sena Medals (Devotion to Duty).

Assam Baibhav Award Awarded To Ratan Tata
Ratan Tata received Assam's highest civilian award, the 'Assam Baibhav,' on 24
January.
Highlights:
Ratan Tata can't attend the function personally owing to the Covid-19 crisis.
His representative accepted the award during a ceremony in Guwahati.
Himanta Biswa Sarma, the Chief Minister of Assam, said on January 23 that
the Assam Baibhav, Assam Saurav, and Assam Gaurav Awards would be
conferred for the year 2021.
Professor Dipak Chand Jain, Lovlina Borgohain, Professor Kamalendu Deb
Krori, Dr. Lakshmanan S, and Neel Pawan Baruah received the Assam
Saurav prize.
Manoj Kumar Basumatary, Munindra Nath Ngatey, Dharanidhar Boro,
Hemoprabha Chutia, Dr. Basanta Hazarika, Kaushik Baruah, Khorsing
Terang, Akash Jyoti Gogoi, Namita Kalita, Dr. Asif Iqbal, Kalpana Boro,
Boby Hazarika, and Bormita Momin received the Assam Gaurav award.
Assam Baibhav:
In the state of Assam, it is the highest civilian honor. On December 2, 2021,
chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma formally announced this honor.
On the occasion of "Asom diwas," it was declared (Assam Day). The prize
money for the award is Rs 5 lakh.
Furthermore, the recipient will be eligible for government-funded medical
treatment for the rest of his life.
On the leaf of a Hollong tree, the words "Assam Baibhav" are etched in
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Assamese script on the obverse of the prize.
Ratan Naval Tata
He is an Indian industrialist, philanthropist, and former chairman of Tata
Sons.
He was the chairman of Tata Group from 1990 to 2012, as well as an interim
chairman from October 2016 to February 2017.
In 2008, he was awarded the Padma Vibhushan, and in 2000, he was
awarded the Padma Bhushan.

J&K Police Win Highest Police Medals For Gallantry
Jammu and Kashmir Police have bagged 115 Police Medals for Gallantry (PMG)
out of 189 awarded this year.
Highlights:
Jammu and Kashmir Police have bagged 115 Police Medals for Gallantry
(PMG) out of 189 awarded this year.
They quite doubled their last year's tally of 52 PMGs. J&K Police won
awards for conducting several counter-insurgency operations in 2019-20.
Police personnel from Jammu and Kashmir are awarded 115 Police Medals
for Gallantry, the best number from any police this year, followed by CRPF
with 30, Chhattisgarh Police with 10, Odisha Police with nine, and
Maharashtra Police with seven.
Nine hundred and thirty-nine police personnel were honored with the
President's police medals on the occasion of Republic Day.
In all, 134 of the gallantry awards were granted for action in counterinsurgency within the Jammu & Kashmir region alone.
Six hundred sixty-two of the medals got excellent service, and 88 were for
distinguished services.
Apart from functions in Jammu & Kashmir, security officers were awarded
for their role in combating counter-insurgency in Naxal-affected states, the
northeast, and on India's international borders, and for displaying
extraordinary policing and investigation skills.
Senior Delhi policeman, the deputy commissioner of police Sanjeev Kumar
Yadav of the 2008 Batla House encounter fame, received his 11th
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President's police medal for gallantry.
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SPORTS
Syed Modi badminton 2022 Title Won By PV Sindhu
PV Sindhu, an ace Indian shuttler, has won the women's singles title at the Syed
Modi International Tournament in Lucknow.
Highlights:
PV Sindhu, an ace Indian shuttler, has won the women's singles title at the
Syed Modi International Tournament in Lucknow.
Sindhu defeated fellow Indian Malvika Bansod 21-13 21-16 to win her
second Syed Modi title, following her victory in 2017.
From January 18 to 23, 2022, the Babu Banarasi Das Indoor Stadium in
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, hosted the 2022 Syed Modi International
badminton tournament.
Winners
Men's singles: The final between Arnaud Merkle and Lucas Claerbout was
declared a 'No Match' after one of the finals tested positive for Covid-19.
Man Wei Chong and Tee Kai Wun won the men's doubles (Malaysia)
Anna Cheong and Teoh Mei Xing won the women's doubles (Malaysia)
Ishaan Bhatnagar and Tanisha Castro in Mixed Doubles (India).

National Ice Hockey Championship 2022 Won By Ladakh Team
The Ladakh women's team won the 9th National Women's Ice Hockey
Championship in Himachal Pradesh.
Highlights:
The Ladakh women's team won the 9th National Women's Ice Hockey
Championship in Himachal Pradesh.
The Ice Hockey Association of India hosted the championship in the Kaza
area of Himachal Pradesh's Lahaul-Spiti district.
Six teams from Delhi, Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Chandigarh, Telangana,
and the Indo-Tibetan Border Police competed in the championship.
The union territory was represented in the championship by a total of 20
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players.
Ladakh Lieutenant Governor R K Mathur and Ravinder Kumar, Ladakh
Secretary, Youth Services and Sports Department, congratulated the team on
bringing honor to the union territory.
From January 15 to 21, the championship was held in the Himachal Pradesh
town of Kaza.
Meanwhile, a group of 40 female players 20 from Leh and an equal number
from Kargil have completed a 30-day Ice Hockey Developmental Camp at
Kaza.

Neeraj Chopra Awarded Param Vishisht Seva Medal
President Ram Nath Kovind will award Olympian Neeraj Chopra the Param
Vishisht Seva Medal on the eve of Republic Day.
Highlights:
President Ram Nath Kovind will award Olympian Neeraj Chopra the Param
Vishisht Seva Medal on the night of Republic Day.
He is the first Indian track & field athlete to win an Olympic gold medal. In
the Indian Army, Neeraj is a Subedar.
In 2016, he enlisted in the 4 Rajputana Rifles as a direct entrance to Naib
Subedar.
He was selected to attend the Mission Olympics Wing and Army Sports
Institute in Pune for training.
Chopra received the Arjuna Award in 2018 and the Vishisht Seva Medal
(VSM) in 2020 for his sporting achievements.
During the 2022 Republic Day celebration, the Haryana state would also
display a life-size copy of Tokyo Olympic gold medallist Neeraj Chopra in
the form of a tableau.
At the Rashtrapati Bhawan, President Ram Nath Kovind will present 384
defense personnel with gallantry and other medals.

The 2022 Melbourne Summer Set Won By Rafael Nadal
Rafael Nadal is the winner of the Melbourne Summer Set tennis tournament in
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2022.
Highlights:
Rafael Nadal, the world number six, won the men's singles tennis title at the
2022 Melbourne Summer Set 1.
Nadal won his 89th ATP title after defeating American qualifier Maxime
Cressy 7-6(6), 6-3.
Simona Halep won her 23rd WTA championship after defeating Russia's
Veronika Kudermetova 62, 63 in the women's singles.
Meanwhile, American Amanda Anisimova won the women's singles tennis
title at the Melbourne Summer Set 2 tennis tournament, earning her second
career WTA title.
Bernarda Pera and Katerina Siniakov of the United States won the women's
doubles tennis title.

2022 Adelaide International 1 Won By Gael Monfils
The 2022 Adelaide International 1 tennis tournament is won by Gael Monfils.
Highlights:
Gael Monfils of France defeated Karen Khachanov of Russia in the men's
singles tournament of the 2022 Adelaide International 1 to win his 11th ATP
championship.
In the women's event, world number one Ashleigh Barty defeated
Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina to earn her second Adelaide International
championship.
The 2022 Adelaide International 1 was a tournament that featured both ATP
Tour 250 and WTA 500 players.
Other Winners:
Gael Monfils wins the men's singles (France)
Ashleigh Barty won the women's singles event (Australia)
Rohan Bopanna and Ramkumar Ramanathan won the men's doubles (India)
Ashleigh Barty and Storm Sanders won the women's doubles (Australia)
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Nodirbek Abdusattorov: World Rapid Chess Champion 2021
The World Rapid Chess Championship 2021 was won by Nodirbek Abdusattorov.
Highlights:
Nodirbek Abdusattorov (Uzbekistan) defeated Ian Nepomniachtchi (Russia)
in a tiebreaker to win the World Rapid Chess Championship 2021 and
dethrone Magnus Carlsen, the current World Number 1.
Magnus Carlsen won the FIDE Championship in 2020. Nodirbek took home
the title and a $60,000 prize after losing only one match to Ukrainian Anton
Korobov and tying in five others.
The Mard Uglon ("Brave Son") Presidential medal was presented to the
Uzbeki Grand Master (GM).
GM Alexandra Kosteniuk won the women's world rapid title with 9/11,
gaining the majority of her points on day two when she took a 1.5-point lead
over the field.
Second place went to IM Bibisara Assaubayeva, who is likewise 17 years
old, while third place went to GM Valentina Gunina.
Carlsen came in third place and GM Fabiano Caruana came in fourth,
despite both scoring 9.5/13.
Due to a contentious tiebreak rule in the tournament, the two failed not to
qualify for the playoffs.
The World Blitz Chess Championship will begin at 6 a.m. Pacific/15:00
Central Europe on Wednesday, December 29.
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OBITUARY
Thiru R. Nagaswamy Passed Away
Thiru R. Nagaswamy, a renowned archaeologist, has perished on 23 January.
Highlights:
Ramachandran Nagaswamy, a well-known Indian historian, archaeologist,
and epigraphist from Tamil Nadu, has died.
He was 91 years old. He was the first director of the Department of
Archaeology of the Tamil Nadu government.
Nagaswamy was well-known for his work on Tamil Nadu temple
inscriptions and art history. Nagaswamy was awarded the Padma Bhushan,
India's third-highest civilian honor, in 2018.
He has written over 100 books, the most recent of which was 'Senthamizh
Naadum Pandbum,' which was released in January 2022.
Ramachandran Nagaswamy was an Indian historian, archaeologist, and
epigraphist best known for his work on Tamil Nadu temple inscriptions and
art history.
He was the Director of the Archaeology Department in Tamil Nadu.
In 1980, he was also instrumental in establishing the annual Chidambaram
Natyanjali festival. He was born on August 10, 1980.

Captain Charanjit Singh Passed Away
Former Hockey mid-fielder Charanjit Singh has died On 27 January.
Highlights:
Former Hockey mid-fielder Charanjit Singh has passed away after suffering
asystole and prolonged age-related illnesses.
Charanjit Singh was born in Mairi in Amb subdivision of Una in Himachal
Pradesh, then a part of undivided Punjab, on 3 February 1931.
He was a passed-out student of Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana.
He was 90. He was the Captain of the Indian team, which won gold within
the Tokyo Olympics of 1964.
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He was also a member of the Indian team, winning silver medals within the
1960 Games in Rome and the 1962 Asian Games in Jakarta.
In his time, he was the most halfback of the Indian side, feeding the ball to
Ragbhir Bhola, Prithipal, and Jaswant Singh.
Charanjit remained a daily member of the Indian team from 1958 to 1965,
including the 1962 Asian Games, where he missed the ultimate game
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SCHEMES
Drone Certification
On January 26, 2022, the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) notified a drone
certification scheme for ensuring minimum safety and quality requirements because
it'll boost indigenous manufacturing.
Highlights:
The drone certification scheme was reported under Rule 7 of the liberalized
Drone Rules, 2021.
The scheme will help in drones' more straightforward, faster, and transparent
type-certification.
It will help grow the drone manufacturing industry in India, alongside the
liberalized drone rules, production-linked incentive program, airspace map,
and one window Digital Sky Platform.
It is another stage in making India a drone hub of the planet by 2030.
PLI Scheme
The Ministry of Civil Aviation approved the PLI scheme for drones in
September 2021.
It also approved the drone parts with Rs 120 crore for 3 financial years.
The PLI scheme was established as a follow-through of the liberalized
Drone Rules, 2021, which was released by the ministry on August 25, 2021.
A multi-stakeholder committee (MSC) chaired by a known professional will
oversee the certification scheme associated with the standard Control of
India (QCI).
The MSC also will be supported by a certification committee, and a
technical committee constituted by the QCI.
Certification Criteria And Objective
The certification criteria mentioned in the drone certification scheme (DCS)
will apply to indigenous drone manufacturers, importers, and assemblers.
The Drone Certification Scheme was launched to provide minimum
airworthiness, safety, and security requirements for drones.
The scheme also aims to enable their evaluation for certification.
Quality Council of India (QCI)
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QCI was found out as an autonomous body in 1997.
It had been set up jointly by the government of India and Indian Industry
represented by three industry associations, namely Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM), Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), and Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII).
It had been found to build and operate a national accreditation structure and
promote quality through National Quality Campaign.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Next IMFs Chief Economist: Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas
Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas has been named the next Chief Economist of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).
Highlights:
Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas, a French-born economist, has been named the
next chief economist of the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
He will succeed Gita Gopinath, the first woman to hold the position of head
economist at the Fund.
From January 21, 2022, he will serve as the IMF's first deputy managing
director. Gourinchas will begin working for the IMF part-time on January
24, 2022.
From April 1, 2022, he will assume a full-time position.
International Monetary Fund:
International Monetary Fund was Formed on 27 December 1945
IMF stands for International Monetary Fund. International Monetary Fund
Managing Director is Kristalina Georgieva
International Monetary Fund Headquarters is in Washington, D.C., USA
There are 190 International Monetary Fund Member Countries.

New ISRO Chief: Rocket scientist S Somanath
Dr. S Somanath, an experienced rocket scientist, has been named as the next
chairman and Space Secretary of the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).
Highlights:
He will succeed Kailasavadivoo Sivan, who will be stepping down at the end
of his extended term.
The chairman of ISRO, the Space Secretary, and the head of the Space
Commission is normally held by the same individual.
Mr. Somanath has specialized in launch vehicle systems engineering,
structural design, structural dynamics, integration designs and procedures,
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mechanism design, and pyrotechnics.
He is the Director of the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) in
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.
During the early stages of his career, he was a team leader for the Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) Integration.
Dr. S. Somanath:
Somanath, who was born in July 1963, received a Gold Medal for his
meritorious performance after graduating with a second-place finish in
Mechanical Engineering from Kerala University.
He then went on to complete his Post Graduation in Aerospace Engineering
from the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore.
He has received the Astronautical Society of India's (ASI) Space Gold
Medal, as well as ISRO's Performance Excellence Award-2014 and Team
Excellence Award-2014 for the GSLV Mk-III realization.

Daniel Ortega: President of Nicaragua For 5th Term
Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega is sworn in for a fifth term on 10 January.
Highlights:
Nicaraguan President Jos Daniel Ortega Saavedra was sworn in for a second
term as the leader of the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN).
This is his fifth term as President of Nicaragua, and his fourth in a row. He
will hold the position until January 2027.
The searing ceremony took place at the Plaza de la Revolucion, which is in
the northwest of the capital Managua.
Gustavo Porras, the head of the National Assembly, presented him with the
presidential sash.
Ortega's first term in office ended in 1990, and when he was re-elected in
2007, he immediately set about regaining control of major state institutions.
Months before the November elections, Ortega, 76, and Murillo, 70,
oversaw the imprisonment of opposition leaders, including seven possible
presidential contenders.

Four New IIT Directors
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On January 10, 2022, the government nominated new directors of the Indian
Institutes of Technology in Delhi, Indore, Madras, and Mandi.
Highlights:
The outgoing directors of IIT Delhi, Prof Ramgopal Rao, and IIT Madras,
Prof Bhaskar Ramamurthi, were on sabbatical.
In April 2021, their five-year terms came to an end. Prof Ajit Kumar, acting
director of IIT Mandi, and Neelesh Kumar Jain, acting director of IIT
Indore, were in charge.
IIT Madras was ranked first in the engineering category in the National
Institute Ranking Framework (NIRF) rankings for 2021.
IIT Delhi was ranked second, IIT Indore was ranked tenth, and IIT Mandi
was ranked thirty-first.
New Directors:
Prof Rangan Banerjee was appointed as the next director of IIT Delhi.
Prof V Kamakoti has been elevated as director of IIT Mandi.
Prof Laxmidhar Behera has been appointed as director of IIT Mandi
Prof Suhas Joshi has been appointed as director of IIT Indore.
Indian Institutes of Technology
The Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) are autonomous public
technological universities. They have been formed under the Ministry of
Education's supervision.
The Institutes of Technology Act of 1961 governs IITs.
The act designated the IITs as Institutes of National Importance and
established their powers, responsibilities, and governance framework.
Twenty-three institutes are listed in the 1961 Act. Each IIT is self-contained,
although they are united by a common council known as the IIT Council.
The Minister of Education serves as the IIT Council's ex officio
Chairperson.

Chief Economic Advisor: Anantha Nageshwaran
Dr. V Anantha Nageswaran has been named the new Chief Economic Adviser by
the Indian government.
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Highlights:
Dr. V Anantha Nageswaran has been named the new Chief Economic
Adviser by the Indian government.
The statement came just days before the Union Budget for 2022 on February
1 and the filing of the Economic Survey for 2021-22 on January 31.
This position has been vacant since December 17, 2021, when KV
Subramanian resigned. Previously, he served on the Prime Minister's
Economic Advisory Council (PMEAC).
Dr V Anantha Nageswaran:
Dr. Nageswaran, a well-known writer, author, teacher, and economic
consultant, has lectured at several business schools and management
colleges in India and overseas.
He was Dean of the IFMR Graduate School of Business and a guest
professor of Economics at Andhra Pradesh's Krea University before being
named Chief Economic Adviser.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Day of Education: 24 January
Every year on January 24th, the world observes the International Day of Education
commemorates the role of education in promoting global peace and sustainable
development.
Highlights:
Every year on January 24th, the world observes the International Day of
Education commemorates the role of education in promoting global peace
and sustainable development.
The first-ever International Day of Education was observed on January 24,
2019, in accordance with a motion passed by the United Nations General
Assembly on December 3, 2018, to commemorate the role of education in
development.
Changing Course, Transforming Education will be the theme of the 4th
International Day of Education in 2022.
The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization is in
charge of the celebration (UNESCO).
Importance
This year's International Day of Education will serve as a platform to
highlight the most critical transformations that must be nurtured in order to
realize everyone's fundamental right to education and build more
sustainable, inclusive, and peaceful futures.
It will spark discussion about how to enhance education as a public endeavor
and common good, how to try to guide the digital transformation, support
teachers, protect the planet, and unleash the potential in every individual to
contribute to collective health and our shared home.

National Girl Child Day: 24 January
National Girl Child Day (NGCD) is commemorated on January 24 in India.
Highlights:
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National Girl Child Day (NGCD) is commemorated on January 24 in India.
The purpose of the day is to highlight the inequalities that girls face, to
promote the girl child's education, health, and nutrition, and to raise
awareness about a girl child's rights.
The day was first observed in 2008 as a joint initiative of the Ministry of
Women and Child Development and the Government of India.
The day was created to raise public awareness about all of the inequalities
that girls face in the country.
The day raises awareness about a girl child's rights and emphasizes girl
education, health, and nutrition.
Steps Taken By The Government
Save the Girl Child,
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao,
Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana
CBSE Udaan Scheme
Free or subsidized education for the girl child,
Reservation for women in colleges and universities

Parakram Diwas
India will commemorate Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's 125th birthday on January
23, 2022.
Highlights:
His birthday is also known as "Parakram Diwas," which means "Courage
Day." This date was set for 2021.
The Indian government has declared the birth date of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose to be known as Parakram Divas.
Every year, January 23 is observed as Parakram Divas to honor and recollect
his independent spirit and selflessness to the nation.
The purpose of the day is to encourage Indians, particularly the youth, to act
with courage in the face of adversity. It also tries to instill a patriotic spirit in
young people.
The Trinamool Congress had declared 'Desh Nayak Diwas' to commemorate
Netaji's birth anniversary.
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Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
On January 23, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was born in Cuttack, Odisha.
Janakinath Bose and Prabhavati Dutt were his parents.
Netaji was a popular nickname for him, and he was one of India's most
notable independence fighters.
He established the Indian National Army (Azad Hind Fauj) to oust the
British Empire from India. He was also a member of the Indian National
Congress's youth wing (INC).
He was also the President of the INC from 1938 to 1939. The cause of
Netaji's death is still unknown.According to government documents, he died
due to third-degree burns sustained in a plane crash in Taiwan.
However, some people believe that he survived the crash and went into
hiding to avoid the British.

National Tourism Day: January 25
The Indian government designated January 25 as National Tourism Day in order to
raise awareness about the importance of tourism to the Indian economy.
Highlights:
The Indian government designated January 25 as National Tourism Day in
order to raise awareness about the importance of tourism to the Indian
economy.
The day is observed to raise global awareness regarding the significance of
tourism and its social, political, financial, and cultural value.
The Ministry of Tourism is India's nodal agency for developing national
policies for tourism promotion and development.
It also works with central, state, and local government agencies, as well as
the public sector. The terms tourism and travel are frequently used
interchangeably.
Travel, on the other hand, is the movement of a person or a group of people
from one location to another for reasons such as work, health, education, or
visiting family.
Tourism, on the other hand, refers to a person's or group's recreational
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movement.

National Voters Day: Jan 25
Every year on January 25, India observes "National Voters' Day" to encourage
more young voters to participate in the political process.
Highlights:
Every year on January 25, India observes "National Voters' Day" to
encourage more young voters to participate in the political process.
On January 25, 2022, the Election Commission of India will observe the
12th National Voters Day.
The theme of this year's NVD, 'Making Elections Inclusive, Accessible, and
Participative,' envisions a focus on ECI's commitment to facilitating active
voter participation during elections and making the entire process hassle-free
and memorable for all categories of voters.
Since 2011, every year on January 25, National Voters' Day has been
observed across the country to commemorate the founding day of the
Election Commission of India, i.e. January 25, 1950.
The primary goal of the NVD celebration is to encourage, facilitate, and
maximize enrolment, particularly among new voters.
The day is dedicated to the country's voters and is used to raise voter
awareness and encourage requests to be accepted in the electoral process.
Sukumar Sen was the first Chief Election Commissioner of Independent
India, and Sushil Chandra is the current 24th Chief Election Commissioner.

Data Privacy Day: 28 Jan 2022
Annually on 28 January, Data Privacy Day is commemorated to raise privacy
awareness.
Highlights:
The day is observed as "an international effort to raise awareness about the
need of respecting privacy, fostering trust, and protecting data."
Individual privacy is a means of safeguarding everyone's online safety.
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As more people are forced to spend time in the virtual world due to the
covid-19 pandemic, it has become a hot issue of conversation in the digitally
connected world.
Failure to protect one's privacy could lead to exploitation and criminal
charges against internet users.
With the growth of instant messaging smartphone programs such as
WhatsApp and Telegram, people are becoming more concerned about data
security.
Governments have been placing pressure on these firms to enable them to
access and establish "back doors" for law enforcement to gain access to
encrypted platforms, which will, in turn, create a safe place for citizens by
stopping the spread of viral misinformation.

International Holocaust Remembrance Day Is 27 January
On January 27, the International Day of Commemoration in Memory of Holocaust
Victims (International Holocaust Remembrance Day) is observed.
Highlights:
On January 27, the International Day of Commemoration in Memory of
Holocaust Victims (International Holocaust Remembrance Day) is observed.
"Memory, Dignity, and Justice" will be the UN's theme for Holocaust
memorial and education in 2022.
The purpose of the day is to memorialize the Holocaust, a catastrophe that
occurred during World War II.
Between 1941 and 1945, Nazi Germany, supported by its collaborators,
systematically murdered around six million European Jews, accounting for
roughly two-thirds of the Jewish population of Europe.
In 2005, the United Nations declared the day as an official memorial of the
victims of the Nazi dictatorship, as well as a day to promote Holocaust
education around the world.

International Customs Day: 26 January
The International Customs Day (ICD) is observed on 26 January per annum.
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Highlights:
The day is widely known to acknowledge the role of customs officials and
agencies and specialize in the working conditions and challenges.
The International Customs Day (ICD) is observed on 26 January per annum.
The day is widely known to acknowledge the role of customs officials and
agencies and specialize in the working conditions and challenges that
customs officers face in their jobs.
This year, the theme was chosen by WCO for ICD is 'Scaling up Customs
Digital Transformation by Embracing a knowledge Culture and Building a
knowledge Ecosystem.'
The International Customs Day's objective is to spice leadership, guidance,
and support to customs administrations.
WCO strongly opines that while borders divide, the 'customs' establish a
connection between countries.
The day was instituted by the planet Customs Organization (WCO) to
commemorate 1953 when the inaugural session of the Customs Cooperation
Council (CCC) was held in Brussels, Belgium.
In 1994 the CCC was renamed World Customs Organization (WCO).
World Customs Organization headquarters is in Brussels, Belgium.
One hundred eighty-two countries hold world Customs Organization
Membership.
World Customs Organization Secretary-General is Kunio Mikuriya.

World Hindi Day 2022
The 10 January is designated as World Hindi Day. The World Heritage Centre has
announced that Hindi descriptions of India's UNESCO World Heritage Sites will be
available.
Highlights:
Vishwa Hindi Divas is another name for it. It is observed on 10 January to
commemorate the inaugural World Hindi Conference, which took place in
1975.
Nagpur hosted the event. Indira Gandhi, the then-Prime Minister of India,
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hosted the event. The meeting drew delegates from more than 30 countries.
The day's primary goal is to promote the Hindi language over the world.
The decision to commemorate 10 January as World Hindi Day was adopted
in 2005 at a World Hindi Conference.
Manmohan Singh, the then-Prime Minister, made the announcement. In
2006, the inaugural World Hindi Day was observed.
On 14 September, the National Hindi Divas were observed. This day
commemorates the establishment of Hindi as the national language of India.
In India, this is a national holiday. At the same time, Indian embassies
worldwide commemorate World Hindi Day.
More than 260 million people speak Hindi. It is the world's fourth most
widely spoken language.
English is the most widely spoken language. Spanish and Mandarin are the
following two languages.
World Heritage Sites
These are either natural or artificial environments, and locations necessitate
specific safeguards. They are significant on a global scale.
The importance of World Heritage sites to humanity cannot be overstated.
They are culturally significant.
The WHP is in charge of maintaining the list of sites. It is made up of 21
countries.
The location must be historically and geographically unique to be designated
as a World Heritage Site.
The location was chosen to serve the international community and national
interests. On the other hand, the member countries recommend including a
site on the list.

Armed Forces Veterans Day Observed On 14 January
Since 2017, the Armed Forces Veterans Day has been observed on 14 January in
India.
Highlights:
The purpose of the day is to recognize and honor our veterans' unselfish
devotion and sacrifice in the country's service. The 6th Armed Forces
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Veterans Day will be held in 2022.
It is commemorated as a token of respect and gratitude for the contributions
of Field Marshal KM Cariappa OBE, the first Indian Commander-in-Chief
of the Indian Armed Forces, who retired on 14 January 1953.
Armed Forces Veterans Day is commemorated to reaffirm the commitment
of services to veterans' well-being and ensure that their vital input is always
welcome.
Admiral Karambir Singh dedicated the song "Swarnim Vijay Varsh" to our
brave and gallant soldiers of the 1971 war last year.
Stalls for veterans' benefits are set up at various events, including a health
and medical check-up camp, job placement, and resettlement stand.
There are also exciting talks on pensions and other welfare-related topics.
Various government departments mark the occasion in their unique way.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
MoU On Health Research Signed By India And France
A Memorandum of Understanding on hereditary disorders and emerging & reemerging infectious diseases was recently signed between India and France.
Highlights:
France's Institute Pasteur and India's CSIR signed a Memorandum of
Understanding. It was signed under the Ministry of Science and
Technology's auspices.
The governments agreed to collaborate to uncover and create new processes
in cell biology, vaccine development, virology, infectious illnesses, human
evolutionary genetics research, and computational biology under the terms
of the agreement.
The countries will provide inexpensive health care solutions not just for their
citizens but also for the global good due to the agreement.
Scientific and technological networking is a requirement of the agreement.
On the margins of the G20 conference in October 2021, Prime Minister
Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron agreed that the two countries
shared mutual goals in health, the environment, and innovation. The leaders'
discussion led to the signing of the MoU.
Developments:
The Indo-French Year of Environment was started in 2021 by India and
France.
The main goal was to strengthen international cooperation to make the world
greener.
This expanded the number of activities taken in the name of global
environmental conservation and their visibility.
The countries signed four deals on cyber security and digital technology in
2019.
On energy conservation, India and France signed an MoU in 2018. It
includes technical assistance cooperation.
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INDEX / LIST
India Ranks 85th In Corruption Perceptions Index
The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) 2021 was announced by Transparency
International, and India was rated 85th (Score of 40).
Highlights:
The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) 2021 was announced by
Transparency International, and India was rated 85th (Score of 40).
Three countries, Denmark, Finland, and New Zealand shared first place in
the ranking (Score of 88).
This ranking assesses how corrupt each country's government is thought to
be.
The results are graded on a scale of 0 (extremely corrupt) to 100 (very clean)
(very clean). There are 180 countries ranked in it.
India was placed 86th with a score of 40 last year (for 2020).
The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) for this year shows that corruption
is at an all-time low around the world.
For the tenth year in a row, the global average remains steady at 43 out of
100 points.
Different Index Ranks Of India 2020-2021:
Global Health Security Index 2021: 66th
5th Truecaller's Global Spam & Scam Report 2021: 4th
Hurun's Global Unicorn Index 2021: 3rd
2019 Anti-Doping Rule Violations (ADRVs) Report: 3rd
Henley Passport index 2022: 83rd
Global Drug Policy Index 2021: 18th
Climate Change Performance Index 2022: 10th
2021 TRACE global Bribery Risk Rankings: 82nd
World Talent Ranking report 2021: 56th
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When is the vaccinations for children's between ages of 15 and 17?
A.13 Jan
B.3 Jan
C.30 Jan
D.31 Jan

Answer B
Explanation Since January 3, 2022, children between the ages of 15 and 17 have been
vaccinated.

2) What percentage of adolescents have the COVID19?
A.10%
B.11%
C.1%
D.12%

Answer C
Explanation COVID-19 disease is present in one percent of adolescents. COVID-19 was mild in
84.6 percent of the people.

3) How much will the government will fund for the Delhi Streetscraping
Project?
A.70%
B.80%
C.50%
D.60%

Answer D
Explanation The government will fund 60 percent of the project's cost to the entities in charge of
its implementation.
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4) How many experts have been hired by Delhi's Public Welfare Department
to provide streetscape advice to the government?
A.9
B.10
C.11
D.12

Answer A
Explanation Nine experts have been hired by Delhi's Public Welfare Department. These
consultants will provide streetscape advice to the government.

5) When was Paris Agreement signed?
A.2005
B.2015
C.2001
D.2000

Answer B
Explanation The Paris Agreement, which was signed in 2015, intended to limit global warming
to 1.5 degrees Celsius over pre-industrial levels.

6) How much should the global emissions be reduced by the end of the decade?
A.40%
B.55%
C.45%
D.50%

Answer C
Explanation By the end of the decade, global emissions should have decreased by 45 percent.

7) What is KIADB?
A.Karnataka Industrial Areas Development Board
B.Karnataka Industries Areas Development Board
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C.Karnataka Industrial Areas Developing Board
D.Karnataka Industrial Areas Development Bureau

Answer A
Explanation Karnataka Industrial Areas Development Board is known as KIADB.

8) How much will it cost for building the Mangaluru Plastic Park?
A.Rs 62.78 crores
B.Rs 62.77 crores
C.Rs 62.87 crores
D.Rs 63.77 crores

Answer B
Explanation The park will cost Rs 62.77 crores to build. It will be constructed on property
owned by the Karnataka Industrial Areas Development Board (KIADB).

9) How much did the Unicorns brought in for India?
A. $80 billion
B. $95 billion
C. $99 billion
D. $90 billion

Answer D
Explanation Unicorns alone brought in $90 billion. The number of unicorns has increased
sixfold between 2015 and 2021.

10) When was NASSCOM established?
A.1999
B.1988
C.1998
D.1989

Answer B
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Explanation NASSCOM is a non-profit organization that works to expand India's IT sector. It is
a non-profit trade organization. It was founded in 1988.

11) When is Netaji Subash Chandra Bose Birthday?
A.22 JAN
B.23 JAN
C.27 JAN
D.25 JAN

Answer B
Explanation The statue was unveiled on Netaji's 125th birthday. On January 23rd, he celebrates
his birthday.

12) When is Arunachal Pradesh Statehood Day?
A.21 JAN
B.22 JAN
C.20 JAN
D.23 JAN

Answer C
Explanation On January 20, 1972, the former North-East Frontier Agency was renamed
Arunachal Pradesh. It was designated as a union territory.

13) When was Virtual Reality Modelling Language first Introduced?
A.1993
B.1995
C.1999
D.1994

Answer D
Explanation In 1994, the Virtual Reality Modelling Language was first introduced. It was
designed to create "virtual worlds" without the use of headsets.
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14) When was Operation Sajag Initiated?
A.14 Oct 2020
B.15 Oct 2019
C.1 Oct 2001
D.4 Oct 2021

Answer D
Explanation On October 4, 2021, Operation Sajag was initiated with the goal of reducing
incidents of street crime.

15) When was Happiness Curriculum launched in Delhi?
A.2001
B.2018
C.2008
D.2000

Answer B
Explanation In July 2018, the Happiness Curriculum was launched. It was created with the goal
of bolstering the groundwork of happiness and well-being for all students.

16) When did the DC South Asian Film Festival begin?
A.11 Jan
B.16 Jan
C.15 Jan
D.13 Jan

Answer B
Explanation The DC South Asian Film Festival (DCSAFF) 2021 is scheduled to take place
virtually from January 16 to January 30 and will feature the best in alternative cinema from India,
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Tibet, and Sri Lanka.

17) When was National Girl Child Day first celebrated?
A.2000
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B.2011
C.2018
D.2008

Answer D
Explanation The day was first observed in 2008 as a joint initiative of the Ministry of Women
and Child Development and the Government of India.

18) When was International Day of Education first celebrated?
A.2009
B.2019
C.2000
D.2001

Answer B
Explanation The first-ever International Day of Education was observed on January 24, 2019, in
accordance with a motion passed by the United Nations General Assembly on December 3, 2018,
to commemorate the role of education in development.

19) When did the Syed Modi International badminton tournament 2022
began?
A.11 Jan
B.23 Jan
C.8 Jan
D.18 Jan

Answer D
Explanation From January 18 to 23, 2022, the Babu Banarasi Das Indoor Stadium in Lucknow,
Uttar Pradesh, hosted the 2022 Syed Modi International badminton tournament.

20) How many indicators are used to measure across ten governance
sectors?istrict Good Governance Index
A.85
B.55

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 24 - January 30, 2022)

C.88
D.58

Answer D
Explanation The District Good Governance Index (DGGI) is a structured document that
measures performance across ten governance sectors using 58 indicators and 116 data points.

21) When was Abide With Me Hymn written?
A.1821
B.1820
C.1898
D.1822

Answer B
Explanation Lyte wrote the song in 1820. Lyte was dying at the time he wrote the hymn.

22) When was Aye Mere Watan Ke Logon hymn writter?
A.1993
B.1960
C.1963
D.1961

Answer C
Explanation The hymn has been replaced by Kavi Pradeep's "Aye Mere Watan Ke Logon." It
was written by C Ramachandra and sung by Lata Mangeshkar in 1963.

23) What is PRICE?
A.People's Research on India's Consumer Economy
B.People's Research on Indian Consumer Economy
C.People's Research on India's Consumer Environment
D.People's Research on India's Comprehensive Economy

Answer A
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Explanation PRICE is People's Research on India's Consumer Economy,

24) How much did the revenue of the upper-middle class rise in the COVID
period?
A.17%
B.10%
C.77%
D.7%

Answer D
Explanation The revenue of the upper-middle class rose by 7% during the COVID period.

25) What is the cash Prize for Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan
Puraskar?
A. Rs 51 lakh
B.Rs 55 lakh
C.Rs 53 lakh
D.Rs 52lakh

Answer A
Explanation The award consists of a cash prize of Rs 51 lakh and a certificate in the case of an
institution, a cash prize of Rs 5 lakh, and a certificate in the case of an individual.

26) When did Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose became the president of INC ?
A.1998
B.1999
C.1938
D.1948

Answer C
Explanation He was also the President of the INC from 1938 to 1939. The cause of Netaji's
death is still unknown.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 24 - January 30, 2022)

27) When was Australia's Online Safety Bill enacted?
A.June 2021
B.January 2021
C.July 2021
D.August 2021

Answer C
Explanation From January 23, 2022, Australia's Online Safety Act will take effect. In July of
2021, the statute was enacted.

28) How long will it take to remove the bullying content under the Online
Safety Bill Passed By Australia?
A.48 hours
B.40 Hours
C.32 Hours
D.24 Hours

Answer D
Explanation It takes to remove bullying content has been reduced from 48 hours to 24 hours. It
deals with both adult and kid bullying.

29) How many children were given the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal
Puraskar awards?
A.22
B.24
C.29
D.35

Answer C
Explanation The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar was given to 29 children

30) When is Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's birthday?
A.22 Jan
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B.23 Jan
C.26 JAN
D.25 Jan

Answer B
Explanation On January 23, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was born in Cuttack, Odisha.
Janakinath Bose and Prabhavati Dutt were his parents.

31) When was Ramisyllis multicaudata and Syllis ramosa discovered?
A.2020
B.2012
C.2021
D.2022

Answer B
Explanation Ramisyllis multicaudata and Syllis ramosa are the other two. R. multicaudata was
discovered in 2012.

32) How much is lost in the ongoing 6th mass extinction of earth?
A.12%
B.10%
C.15%
D.13%

Answer D
Explanation According to a report issued in Biological Reviews, the Earth is experiencing the
Sixth Mass Extinction. It may have already lost approximately 13% of its total species.

33) When was TSR Subramanian Committee formed?
A.2014
B.2001
C.2000
D.2004
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Answer A
Explanation The TSR Subramanian committee was formed in August 2014, with Subramanian
as chairman.

34) When did Twitter first announced its intention to announce NFT profile
images?
A.October 2021
B.September 2021
C.December 2021
D.November 2021

Answer B
Explanation Twitter first announced its intention to announce NFT profile images in September
2021.

35) When did the Nominations for the Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda
Prabandhan Puraskar 2022 award begin?
A. July 11, 2021
B. July 1, 2021
C. July 21, 2021
D. July 10, 2021

Answer B
Explanation Nominations for the 2022 award were accepted beginning on July 1, 2021. This
year, 243 valid nominations were received from institutions and individuals.

36) When is National Voter's Day celebrated in India?
A.22 Jan
B.23 Jan
C.24 Jan
D.25 Jan

Answer D
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Explanation Every year on January 25, India observes "National Voters' Day" to encourage more
young voters to participate in the political process.

37) When is National Tourism day celebrated in India?
A.22 JAN
B.24 JAN
C.26 jan
D.25 jan

Answer D
Explanation The Indian government designated January 25 as National Tourism Day in order to
raise awareness about the importance of tourism to the Indian economy.

38) When did Thiru R. Nagaswamy won the Padma Bhushan?
A.2020
B.2019
C.2020
D.2018

Answer D
Explanation Nagaswamy was awarded the Padma Bhushan, India's third-highest civilian honour,
in 2018.

39) Who is the ICC Womens Cricketer of the Year 2021?
A.Mithali Raj
B.Harleen Deol
C.Smriti Mandhana
D.Neha Tanwar

Answer C
Explanation Rachael Heyhoe Flint Trophy for ICC Womens Cricketer of the Year won by Smriti
Mandhana (India)
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40) How many players represented Ladakh in the National Ice Hockey
Championship 2022?
A.30
B.40
C.20
D.10

Answer C
Explanation The union territory was represented in the championship by a total of 20 players.

41) When was blockchain-based digital degrees at IIT Kanpur launched?
A.22 Dec
B.29 Dec
C.28 Dec
D.25 Dec

Answer C
Explanation PM Modi launched blockchain-based digital degrees at IIT Kanpur during a
convocation ceremony on 28 December.

42) How many winners of the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar
(PMRBP) 2021 and 2022 got digital certificates?
A.51
B.61
C.41
D.71

Answer B
Explanation The 61 Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PMRBP) 2021 and 2022 were
awarded digital certificates based on blockchain technology.

43) When was the former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee awarded the
Padma Vibushan?
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A.1999
B.1992
C.1997
D.1993

Answer B
Explanation The then-Congress administration, led by PV Narasimha Rao, chose EMS and BJP's
Atal Bihari Vajpayee for the Padma Vibhushan award in 1992.

44) When did Parkash Singh Badal, the former Punjab Chief Minister,
returned his Padma Vibhushan?
A.2021
B.2019
C.2022
D.2020

Answer D
Explanation Parkash Singh Badal, the former Punjab Chief Minister, returned to Padma
Vibhushan in 2020 to support farmer protests.

45) Where did the CHIRU Naval Drills happen?
A.Oman
B.Yemen
C.Iran
D.Russia

Answer A
Explanation CHIRU is a naval exercise that China, Russia, and Iran recently performed in
Oman.

46) When was Chinese missile destroyer Uruqmi commisioned?
A.2020
B.2019
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C.2017
D.2018

Answer D
Explanation The Chinese missile destroyer Uruqmi. In 2018, she was given a commission.
Uruqmi is a destroyer of the Type 052D class.

47) When did the Guatemalan Civil War happen?
A.1960 - 1999
B.1966 - 1996
C.1960 - 1969
D.1960 - 1996

Answer D
Explanation The Civil War started on 13 November 1960 and ended on 29 December 1996

48) Where is Guatemala?
A.North America
B.Brazil
C.Central America
D.Mexico

Answer C
Explanation Guatemala is a city in Central America bordered by Mexico.

49) When is the Data Privacy Day 2022?
A.28 Jan
B.29 Jan
C.26 Jan
D.25 Jan

Answer A
Explanation Annually on 28 January, Data Privacy Day is commemorated to raise privacy
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awareness.

50) When was the first international data privacy day celebrated?
A.2018
B.2017
C.2007
D.2008

Answer C
Explanation The day was initiated by the Council of Europe to be first held in 2007 as the
European Data Protection Day.

51) How much did World bank predict a decline in global growth in 2022?
A.4%
B.4.1%
C.4.4%
D.4.3%

Answer B
Explanation The World Bank recently predicted a decline in global growth, with the rate
remaining at 4.1 percent in 2022.

52) How many Gallantry Awards were awarded by president Ramnath
Kovind on the republic day?
A.300
B.380
C.384
D.387

Answer C
Explanation President Ram Nath Kovind awarded 384 gallantry medals and other military
decorations for members of the security services on 25 January.
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53) When was the Assam Baibhav award officially announced?
A.2 December 2021
B.21 December 2021
C.1 December 2021
D.22 December 2021

Answer A
Explanation Assam Baibhav is the highest civilian award in the State of Assam, India.[1] On 2
December 2021, chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma officially declared the award on the
occasion of "Asom diwas" (Assam Day).

54) How long does it take to get the test results in the Om test kit for Omicron?
A.1 hour
B.3 hours
C.2 hours
D.4 Hours

Answer C
Explanation Within two months, the kit was completed. It will set you back roughly Rs 150. It
will also offer test results in two hours.

55) Which company was the first Deccahorn?
A.Microsoft
B.Facebook
C.Swiggy
D.Alibaba

Answer B
Explanation The first Deccahorn was Facebook. It was given the moniker in 2007.

56) When did India's Constitution went into effect?
A.January 26, 1947
B.January 20, 1950
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C.January 26, 1955
D.January 26, 1950

Answer D
Explanation Republic Day commemorates the date on which India's Constitution went into
effect, on January 26, 1950.

57) When did Neeraj Chopra won the Vishisht Seva Medal?
A.2020
B.2021
C.2022
D.2019

Answer A
Explanation Chopra received the Arjuna Award in 2018 and the Vishisht Seva Medal (VSM) in
2020 for his sporting achievements.

58) When did UN declare Jan 27 as the International Holocaust Day?
A.2000
B.2015
C.2005
D.2001

Answer C
Explanation In 2005, the United Nations declared the day as an official memorial of the victims
of the Nazi dictatorship, as well as a day to promote Holocaust education around the world.

59) What is India's rank in Global Drug Policy Index 2021?
A.8th
B.80th
C.18th
D.88th
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Answer C
Explanation Global Drug Policy Index 2021: 18th

60) When did IAF placed an order and signed a deal with Russia for 670,000
rifles?
A.December 16, 2021
B.December 6, 2021
C.December 10, 2021
D.December 11, 2021

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Armed Forces have placed an order for 670,000 rifles, for which a deal
was signed between India and Kalashnikov (Russian defense manufacturing unit) on December 6,
2021.

61) When did Daniel Ortega's first term in office end?
A.1999
B.1990
C.1989
D.1991

Answer B
Explanation Ortega's first term in office ended in 1990, and when he was re-elected in 2007, he
immediately set about regaining control of major state institutions.

62) Till when will President Jos Daniel Ortega Saavedra serve as the 5th Term
president of Nicaraguan?
A.January 2029
B.January 2027
C.July 2027
D.June 2027

Answer B
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Explanation This is his fifth term as President of Nicaragua, and his fourth in a row. He will hold
the position until January 2027.

63) How much did India provided Srilanka for it's Forex Crisis?
A.USD 600 million
B.USD 800 million
C.USD 900 million
D.USD 700 million

Answer C
Explanation India has provided financial aid to Sri Lanka in the amount of USD 900 million in
loans to enable the island nation to replenish its low foreign reserves and purchase food.

64) How much did Sri Lanka receive as Asian Clearing Union settlement
deferral?
A.USD 500 million
B.USD 519 million
C.USD 510 million
D.USD 509 million

Answer D
Explanation These include a USD 509 million Asian Clearing Union settlement deferral and a
USD 400 million currency swap.

65) How much is the Defense scholarship announced by Rajnath Singh, At
Chandigarh University?
A.Rs 100 crore
B.Rs 10 crore
C.Rs 1 crore
D.Rs 1000 crore

Answer B
Explanation The Union Minister also announced the launch of a Rs 10 crore Defence
Scholarship Scheme at Chandigarh University for the children of three-service military officers.
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66) Where did Defense Minister launched the Kalpana Chawla Centre For
Research?
A.Chattisgarh
B.Chandigarh
C.Uttar Pradesh
D.Himachal Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation At Chandigarh University, Rajnath Singh inaugurates the Kalpana Chawla Centre
For Research.

67) When was Dr. S. Somanath born?
A.1993
B.1960
C.1967
D.1963

Answer D
Explanation Somanath, who was born in July 1963, received a Gold Medal for his meritorious
performance after graduating with a second-place finish in Mechanical Engineering from Kerala
University.

68) When did Dr. Somanath win the ISRO's Performance Excellence Award?
A.2004
B.2013
C.2014
D.2001

Answer C
Explanation He has received the Astronautical Society of India's (ASI) Space Gold Medal, as
well as ISRO's Performance Excellence Award-2014 and Team Excellence Award-2014 for the
GSLV Mk-III realization.
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69) When will Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas assume his full time position as
IMFs Chief Economist?
A.April 1, 2022
B.April 11, 2022
C.April 2, 2022
D.April 10, 2022

Answer A
Explanation From April 1, 2022, Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas will assume a full-time position.

70) How members does IMF have?
A.100
B.200
C.290
D.190

Answer D
Explanation There are 190 International Monetary Fund Member Countries.

71) When did Change-5 Spacecraft landed on the Moon?
A.December 1, 2020
B.December 11, 2020
C.December 10, 2020
D.December 2, 2020

Answer A
Explanation Chang'e, the Chinese moon goddess, inspired the name. The spacecraft was
launched from Hainan Island on November 23, 2020, and it arrived on the Moon on December 1,
2020.

72) When was the study on evidence of water on Moon published?
A.January 9, 2022
B.January 18, 2022
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C.January 8, 2022
D.January 19, 2022

Answer C
Explanation On January 8, 2022, the study was published in the peer-reviewed journal Science
Advances.

73) When was Golden Globe Awards first given out?
A.1994
B.1945
C.1999
D.1944

Answer D
Explanation Since January 1944, the Golden Globe Awards have been given out.

74) How many members of Hollywood Foreign Press Association bestow the
golden globe awards?
A.88
B.89
C.86
D.87

Answer D
Explanation Since January 1944, the Golden Globe Awards have been given out. The 87
members of the Hollywood Foreign Press Association bestow it.

75) What was the average global temperature in 2021?
A.2 and 2.3 degrees Fahrenheit.
B.2 and 2.2 degrees Fahrenheit.
C.2 and 2.4 degrees Fahrenheit.
D.2 and 2.5 degrees Fahrenheit.
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Answer B
Explanation According to the report, the average global temperature in 2021 was 1.1 to 1.2
degrees Celsius higher than pre-industrial levels. The temperature was between 2 and 2.2 degrees
Fahrenheit.

76) How much more that the average temperature will cause lasting damage to
the Earth as well as significant negative environmental consequences?
A.1.5 degrees Celsius
B.1.1 degrees Celsius
C.1.2 degrees Celsius
D.1.4 degrees Celsius

Answer A
Explanation According to scientists, an increase in the average temperature of more than 1.5
degrees Celsius might cause lasting damage to the Earth as well as significant negative
environmental consequences.

77) When was Rail India Technical and Economic Service Limited founded?
A.1977
B.1975
C.1976
D.1974

Answer D
Explanation Rail India Technical and Economic Service Limited are known as RITES. It was
founded in 1974.

78) When was Indian Railways Construction Limited established?
A.1957
B.1956
C.1958
D.1959

Answer B
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Explanation Indian Railways Construction Limited (IRCON) is a company that builds railways
in India. It was founded in 1956 under the Indian Companies Act.

79) When was International Civil Aviation Organization established?
A.1994
B.1944
C.1945
D.1995

Answer B
Explanation The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) is governed by the United
Nations. It was founded in 1944.

80) What is ICAO?
A.International Civil Aviation Organization
B.International Civil Air Organization
C.International Civic Aviation Organization
D.International Civil Airways Organization

Answer A
Explanation The International Civil Aviation Organization is known as ICAO.

81) How many World Heritage Sites are there under the UNESCO as of July
2021?
A.1,154
B.1,156
C.1,157
D.1,155

Answer A
Explanation There are 1,154 World Heritage Sites in 167 countries as of July 2021.

82) Which country has the most Number of World Heritage Sites?
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A.India
B.USA
C.Greece
D.Italy

Answer D
Explanation With 58 designated places, Italy is the country with the most UNESCO World
Heritage Sites.

83) When was use of Suku Bond approved?
A.1998
B.1989
C.1988
D.1999

Answer C
Explanation In 1988, the OIC's Fiqh academy approved the use of Sukuk. Sukuk was created as
an alternative to traditional bonds, which are not deemed lawful by many Muslims due to the
interest they pay.

84) What is the Interest rate of Suku Bond which funded USD 1 billion ?
A.7.90 percent.
B.7.00 percent.
C.7.95 percent.
D.7.85 percent.

Answer C
Explanation Pakistan funded USD 1 billion using a Sukuk bond with a record interest rate of
7.95 percent.

85) When did Pilot Shivangi Singh enlist in the IAF?
A.2007
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B.2011
C.2017
D.2001

Answer C
Explanation India's first female Rafale pilot is Shivangi Singh. At the Republic Day
celebrations, she was a part of the Indian Air Force Tableau. In 2017, she enlisted in the Indian
Air Force.

86) When did the Golden Arrows Squadron become Rafale?
A.2009
B.2019
C.2001
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation During the 1965 India-Pakistan war, it was relocated to Delhi to safeguard the
capital. It's been Rafale since 2019.

87) How many districts are there in Andhra Pradesh?
A.25
B.24
C.26
D.27

Answer C
Explanation Parliamentary constituencies were used to construct the districts. With this, the state
of Andhra Pradesh now has a total of 26 districts.

88) When was the first ever district formed in Andhra Pradesh?
A.1999
B.1977
C.1989

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 24 - January 30, 2022)

D.1979

Answer D
Explanation In an undivided Andhra Pradesh, a new district was established in 1979. The district
was Vizianagaram.

89) What is DARPG?
A.Department of Administration Reforms and Public Grievances
B.Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances
C.Department of Administrative Resource and Public Grievances
D.Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Governance

Answer B
Explanation Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances is called as the
DARPG

90) What is E- HRMS?
A.Electronic Human Resource Management System.
B.Electronic Human Reforms Management System
C.Electric Human Resource Management System.
D.Electronic Human Resource Managing System.

Answer A
Explanation E- HRMS stands for "Electronic Human Resource Management System."

91) When was the first edition of three pictorial books on 75 unsung heroes of
the Independence struggle released?
A.27 Jan
B.26 Jan
C.29 Jan
D.28 Jan

Answer D
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Explanation Union Minister Meenakshi Lekhi launched the series's primary in Delhi on January
28, 2022.

92) When did Meta Introduce AI Research Super Cluster?
A.22 Jan
B.23 Jan
C.24 Jan
D.25 Jan

Answer C
Explanation Meta introduced the AI Research SuperCluster (RSC) on January 24, 2022. It's
believed to be among the fastest AI supercomputers running today.

93) When was the first fetus lamb grown in tool close to "artificial womb"?
A.2008
B.2017
C.2000
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation In 2017, a tool closest to an 'artificial womb' was reported when a search team from
Philadelphia revealed that a prototype bio bag successfully supported lamb fetuses.

94) When was the first fetus lamb grown in tool close to "artificial womb"?
A.2008
B.2017
C.2000
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation In 2017, a tool closest to an 'artificial womb' was reported when a search team from
Philadelphia revealed that a prototype bio bag successfully supported lamb fetuses.
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95) When was Quality Council Of India established?
A.1999
B.1997
C.1998
D.1996

Answer B
Explanation QCI was found out as an autonomous body in 1997.

96) When did El Salvador enabled it's citizens to use Crypto currencies?
A.September 2021
B.October 2021
C.November 2021
D.December 2021

Answer A
Explanation El Salvador became the first country to enable its citizens to utilize cryptocurrency
in September 2021.

97) When was Conversion Therapy Ban law Passed By Canada?
A.November 2021
B.September 2021
C.December 2021
D.October 2021

Answer C
Explanation The Canadian government officially adopted a measure prohibiting conversion
therapy on January 7, 2022, which was approved by the Canadian Parliament in December 2021.

98) Which countries banned the conversion therapy?
A.Canada
B.Russia

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 24 - January 30, 2022)

C.China
D.North Korea

Answer A
Explanation The Canadian government officially adopted a measure prohibiting conversion
therapy on January 7, 2022, which was approved by the Canadian Parliament in December 2021.

99) How old was the patient that had a pig heart transplant for the first time?
A.60
B.55
C.45
D.57

Answer D
Explanation David Bennett, 57, was the patient. He was well aware that there was no certainty
that the experiment would be successful.

100) When was first Xenotransplantation performed?
A.1994
B.1984
C.2022
D.2020

Answer B
Explanation in 1984, a dying newborn named Baby Fae was given a baboon heart and lived for
21 days.

101) What was IIT Madras rank in the National Institute Ranking Framework
(NIRF) rankings for 2021?
A.2
B.5
C.1
D.3
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Answer C
Explanation IIT Madras was ranked first in the engineering category in the National Institute
Ranking Framework (NIRF) rankings for 2021.

102) How many IIT's are listed under the Institutes of Technology Act of
1961?
A.22
B.24
C.23
D.25

Answer C
Explanation Twenty-three institutes are listed in the 1961 Act. Each IIT is self-contained,
although they are united by a common council known as the IIT Council.

103) When did the India Meteorological Department issued the orange alert to
Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal, and Bihar?
A.12 Jan
B.10 Jan
C.15 Jan
D.11 Jan

Answer D
Explanation IMD issued yellow and orange alerts for the states of Jharkhand, Odisha, West
Bengal, and Bihar for the dates of 11 to 13 January.

104) Where does the western disturbance originate from?
A.Atlantic Ocean
B.Arabian Sea
C.Mediterranean
D.Bay Of Bengal

Answer C
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Explanation The Western Disturbance is an extratropical storm that has its origins in the
Mediterranean

105) When was Red Sanders first designated as the near threatened species?
A.2000
B.2018
C.2001
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation In 2018, Red Sanders was designated as a 'near threatened' species.

106) When was Red sanders removed from the endangered species list?
A.1997
B.1998
C.1999
D.1996

Answer A
Explanation When a species was removed from the endangered list for the first time since 1997,
it was a cause for celebration.

107) Who won the 23rd WTA championship in Melbourne Summer Set tennis
tournament in 2022?
A.Rafael Nadal
B.Simona Halep
C.Katerina Siniakov
D.Veronika Kudermetova

Answer B
Explanation Simona Halep won her 23rd WTA championship after defeating Russia's Veronika
Kudermetova 62, 63 in the women's singles.
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108) Who won the women's singles tennis title at the Melbourne Summer Set 2
tennis tournament?
A.Amanda Anisimova
B.Simona Halep
C.Maxime Cressy
D.Bernarda Pera

Answer A
Explanation Meanwhile, American Amanda Anisimova won the women's singles tennis title at
the Melbourne Summer Set 2 tennis tournament, earning her second career WTA title.

109) Who won her her second Adelaide International championship in the
2022 Adelaide International 1?
A.Karen Khachanov
B.Ashleigh Barty
C.Elena Rybakina
D.Storm Sanders

Answer B
Explanation In the women's event, world number one Ashleigh Barty defeated Kazakhstan's
Elena Rybakina to earn her second Adelaide International championship.

110) Who won the men's doubles in 2022 Adelaide International 1?
A.Ivan Dodig Marcelo Melo
B.Rohan Bopanna Ramkumar Ramanathan
C.Ivan Dodig and Marcelo Melo
D.Matthew Ebden And John Patrick Smith

Answer B
Explanation Rohan Bopanna and Ramkumar Ramanathan won the men's doubles (India)

111) Who won the the World Rapid Chess Championship 2021?
A.Ian Nepomniachtchi
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B.Nodirbek Abdusattorov
C. Magnus Carlsen
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation Nodirbek Abdusattorov (Uzbekistan) defeated Ian Nepomniachtchi (Russia) in a
tiebreaker to win the World Rapid Chess Championship 2021 and dethrone Magnus Carlsen, the
current World Number 1.

112) When did the World Blitz Chess Championship 2021 happen?
A.28 December
B.22 December
C.29 December
D.30 December

Answer C
Explanation The World Blitz Chess Championship will begin at 6 a.m. Pacific/15:00 Central
Europe on Wednesday, December 29.

113) When did LLC hold its first session?
A.21 Jan
B.20 Jan
C.12 Jan
D.2 Jan

Answer B
Explanation LLC will hold its first session on January 20, 2022.

114) Where will LLC hold it's first session?
A.Oman Cricket Stadium
B.Melbourne Cricket Ground
C.Eden Gardens
D.Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh International Cricket Stadium
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Answer A
Explanation LLC will hold its first session on January 20, 2022, at the Oman Cricket Stadium in
Muscat, Oman.

115) How many tiger reserves are there in India?
A.15
B.50
C.55
D.51

Answer D
Explanation In India, there are currently 51 Tiger Reserves, and more than 35 rivers originate
from those areas, all of which are critical for water security.

116) What is NTCA?
A.National Terrain Conservation Authority
B.National Tiger ConventionAuthority
C.National Tiger Conservation Authority
D.National Tiger Conservation Assembly

Answer A
Explanation National Tiger Conservation Authority is called the NTCA

117) From when all the PMC Bank Branches will function as Unity Small
Banks Ltd?
A.27 Jan
B.25 Jan
C.26 Jan
D.28 Jan

Answer B
Explanation The Government of India has sanctioned and notified the Scheme for amalgamating
the Punjab and Maharashtra Co-operative Bank Ltd with Unity Small Finance Bank Ltd. This
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suggests that all the branches of January 25, 2022, the PMC Bank will function as branches of
Unity Small Finance Bank Ltd.

118) When was Customs Cooperation Council (CCC) renamed as World
Customs Organization (WCO)?
A.1990
B.1997
C.1995
D.1994

Answer D
Explanation In 1994 the CCC was renamed World Customs Organization (WCO).

119) For How many days did KBA conduct the survey for scientific bird atlas
every year?
A.70
B.60
C.80
D.50

Answer B
Explanation It is being executed as a citizen science-driven routine with over 1,000 volunteers of
the birdwatching community KBA has been prepared supported by systematic surveys held twice
over 60 days a year.

120) When did Captain Charanjit Singh and his hockey team won gold in the
Olympics?
A.1994
B.1974
C.1964
D.1954

Answer C
Explanation
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He was the Captain of the Indian team, which won gold within the Tokyo Olympics
of 1964.

121) How many Jammu and Kashmir Police won the Police medal or
gallantry?
A.116
B.115
C.111
D.117

Answer B
Explanation Jammu and Kashmir Police have bagged 115 Police Medals for Gallantry (PMG)
out of 189 awarded this year.

122) When did the India French Year of Environment Start?
A.2020
B.2021
C.2000
D.2022

Answer B
Explanation The Indo-French Year of Environment was started in 2021 by India and France.

123) When did India and France sign a MoU on energy conservation?
A.2008
B.2011
C.2001
D.2018

Answer D
Explanation On energy conservation, India and France signed an MoU in 2018. It includes
technical assistance cooperation.
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124) When did the Pal Dadhvav Martyrs happen in Gujarat?
A.1992
B.1922
C.1932
D.1942

Answer B
Explanation In 1922, a massacre occurred. During the tragedy, around 1,200 tribals were
mercilessly murdered by British soldiers.

125) Who are Bhil Tribals?
A.East Indian ethnic group
B.South Indian ethnic group
C.Western Indian ethnic group
D.Northern Indian ethnic group

Answer C
Explanation The artists performed a dance called "Ger." The Bhil tribals are a western Indian
ethnic group.The Bhils were the country's most significant tribal group in 2013. Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh are among the states where they can be
found.

126) How much did Nepal's Population grow in 10 years?
A.10.11 percent
B.10.81 percent
C.10.18 percent
D.10.88 percent

Answer C
Explanation According to the Central Bureau of Statistics, Nepal's population has grown by
10.18 percent in the last ten years, reaching 29,192,480 people.

127) What was Nepal's fertility rate in 2016?
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A.2.3 per woman
B.2.4 per woman
C.3.3 per woman
D.3.2 per woman

Answer A
Explanation According to the Nepal Demographic Health Survey, Nepal's fertility rate was 2.3
per woman in 2016.

128) What is NPCDCS?
A.National Program for the Protection and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Disease,
and Stroke.
B. National Program for the Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular
Disease, and Stroke.
C. National Program for the Prevention and Curbing of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular
Disease, and Stroke.
D. National Program for the Prevention and Control of Cancer, Cardiovascular Disease, and
Stroke.

Answer B
Explanation NPCDCS is the acronym for the National Program for the Prevention and Control
of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Disease, and Stroke

129) How much does Oral Cancer account for?
A.11.28 percent
B.11.22 percent
C.11.24 percent
D.11.26 percent

Answer A
Explanation Oral malignancies account for more than 11.28 percent of all cancers.

130) Where is the India's first graphene innovation center established?
A.Karnataka
B.Andhra Pradesh
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C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Kerala

Answer D
Explanation Kerala has established the country's first graphene innovation center.

131) Who is the Industrial Partner in the graphene innovation center project?
A.Tata Steel
B.JSW Steel
C.Jindal Steel
D. MSP Steel and Power Ltd.

Answer A
Explanation The project would be funded with Rs 86.41 crores by the central government. The
Kerala government will develop the center as Tata Steel is The industrial partner.

132) When is World Hindi Day?
A.11 Jan
B.16 Jan
C.10 Jan
D.19 Jan

Answer C
Explanation The 10 January is designated as World Hindi Day.

133) When was World Hindi Day Commemorated?
A.1977
B.1975
C.1995
D.1970

Answer B
Explanation Vishwa Hindi Divas is another name for it. It is observed on 10 January to
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commemorate the inaugural World Hindi Conference, which took place in 1975.

134) When was the story of Ibonia first Transcripted?
A.1880
B.1875
C.1870
D.1885

Answer C
Explanation The story's first known transcription was made in the 1870s. It quickly became a
canonical work in the African literary tradition.

135) How many words does Sanskrit provide in malagasy for the ibonia poem?
A.300
B.250
C.350
D.200

Answer A
Explanation Ibonia's battle with Rabato to reclaim his wife Rampela is reminiscent of Rama's
battle with Ravana to reclaim Sita.Sanskrit provides 300 words in Malagasy.

136) What was China's Per capita income in 2020?
A.USD 10,430
B.USD 10,440
C.USD 10,450
D.USD 10,435

Answer D
Explanation In 2020, the Chinese had a per capita income of USD 10,435.

137) Which is the second largest economy in the world?
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A.UK
B.China
C.Japan
D.India

Answer B
Explanation China is also the world's second-largest economy at the moment. In 2021, it
accounted for one-fourth of world GDP.

138) How much did the Odisha government raised the upper age limit for
applying for State Civil Service Exams?
A.from 32 to 38 years old
B.from 32 to 35 years old
C.from 32 to 33 years old
D.from 32 to 40 years old

Answer A
Explanation The age was raised from 32 to 38 years old.

139) What is Odisha's labor force participation rate?
A. 48.2 percent
B. 48.3 percent
C. 50.3 percent
D. 48 percent

Answer B
Explanation Odisha's labor force participation rate is 48.3 percent.

140) How much does the James Webb Telescope cost?
A.10 billion dollars
B.15 billion dollars
C.20 billion dollars
D.5 billion dollars
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Answer A
Explanation The telescope will cost ten billion dollars.

141) How long did it take for the mirrors to align in the James Webb
telescope?
A.22 days
B.21 days
C.12 days
D.11 days

Answer C
Explanation The mirrors took 12 days to align. The alignment process is still underway, and the
telescope will be ready for its first flight in three months.

142) What is MPATGM?
A.Man-Portable Anti-Tank Guide Missile
B.Manmade-Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile
C.Man-Propulsive Anti-Tank Guided Missile
D.Man-Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile

Answer D
Explanation Man-Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile is called as MPATGM

143) How does Mission Amanat launched by Indian railways help people?
A.book tickets
B.recover their misplaced luggage.
C.train timings
D.safety precautions

Answer B
Explanation The Railway Protection Force (RPF) of Indian Railways' Western Railways zone
has launched a new effort dubbed "Mission Amanat" to help travelers recover their misplaced
luggage.
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144) What is RPF?

A.Railway Protection Force
B.Railway Police Force
C.Railway Protection Facility
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation Railway Protection Force is RPF

145) Where was India's first HeliHub launched?
A.Bhiwadi
B.Gurugram
C.New Delhi
D.Noida

Answer B
Explanation Gurugram will host India's first Heli Hub.

146) Why is Heli Hub set up in Gurugram?
A.helicopter services in medical need
B.helicopter services in for state officials
C.helicopter services in the nation's capital.
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation This heli-main hub's function serves as a landing and take-off location for numerous
helicopter services in the nation's capital.

147) When is Armed Forces Veterans Day?
A.11 Jan
B.13 Jan
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C.15 Jan
D.14 Jan

Answer D
Explanation the Armed Forces Veterans Day has been observed on 14 January in India.

148) When is Armed Forces Veterans Day first celebrated?
A.2001
B.2017
C.2007
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation Since 2017, the Armed Forces Veterans Day has been observed on 14 January in
India.

149) How many submissions did PWM received for Global Private Banking
Awards 2021?
A. over 100 submissions
B. over 110 submissions
C. over 120 submissions
D. over 130 submissions

Answer C
Explanation PWM received over 120 submissions for the Global Private Banking Awards 2021

150) How many judges did the Global Private Banking Awards 2021 have?
A.15
B.16
C.17
D.18

Answer B
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Explanation PWM received over 120 submissions for the Global Private Banking Awards 2021,
of which 16 judges judged from four continents.

151) When was MPATGM Successfully Test Fired By DRDO?
A.12 Jan
B.11 Jan
C.15 Jan
D.14 Jan

Answer B
Explanation The DRDO successfully test-fired the MPATGM's final delivery configuration On
11 January.

152) How much did India's electronic goods exports increased from April to
December 2021?
A. 49 percent
B. 48 percent
C. 40 percent
D. 46 percent

Answer A
Explanation From April to December 2021, the electronic sector's exports increased by 49
percent, reaching USD 11.0 billion, up from USD 7.4 billion in 2020.

153) What is COMPETES?
A.Creating Options for Manufacturing, Pre-Eminence in Technology, and Economic Strength
B.Creating Opportunities for Manufacturing, Pre-Eminence in Technology, and Economic
Strength
C.Creating Opportunities for Making, Pre-Eminence in Technology, and Economic Strength
D.Creating Opportunities for Manufacturing, Pre-Eminence in Technology, and Economic
Strategy

Answer B
Explanation Creating Opportunities for Manufacturing, Pre-Eminence in Technology, and
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Economic Strength Act are all examples of COMPETES.

154) From when did government own Air India?
A.1943
B.1963
C.1953
D.1973

Answer C
Explanation Since 1953, Air India has been a government-owned company.

155) How many users does the Digital Sansad App have?
A.over 8000 users from India,, the United States, and Saudi Arabia.
B.below 8000 users from India,, the United States, and Saudi Arabia.
C.8000 users from India,, the United States, and Saudi Arabia.
D.800 users from India,, the United States, and Saudi Arabia.

Answer A
Explanation The App has over 8000 users from India, the United States, and Saudi Arabia.

156) How many states where left out of the Republic day Tableau?
A.4
B.2
C.3
D.1

Answer C
Explanation Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal did not participate in the state and expressed
their displeasure with this.

157) Where was India's Largest EV Station Established?
A.Gurgaon
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B.Mumbai
C.Delhi
D.Uttar Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation Gurgaon now has India's largest electric vehicle charging station.

158) When was 'Google for India Digitization Fund' launched?
A.2021
B.2022
C.2020
D.2019

Answer C
Explanation The one-billion-dollar investment is part of Google's ten-billion-dollar 'Google for
India Digitization Fund,' launched in 2020.

159) Since when is the Chief Economic Advisor Position Vacant?
A.December 16, 2021
B.December 17, 2021
C.December 18, 2021
D.December 19, 2021

Answer B
Explanation This position has been vacant since December 17, 2021, when KV Subramanian
resigned. Previously, he served on the Prime Minister's Economic Advisory Council (PMEAC).

160) When was world gold council established?
A.1988
B.1998
C.1977
D.1987

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 24 - January 30, 2022)

Answer D
Explanation Kelvin Dushnisky is the President of the World Gold Council, which was founded
in 1987.

161) When did the Worlds largest canal project began in Netherlands?
A.2014
B.2016
C.2018
D.2020

Answer B
Explanation The major infrastructure project began in 2016 and was supposed to be completed
by 2019. It also exceeded the budget by roughly 300 million ($338 million).
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