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BANKING & FINANCE
SEBI: Saarthi Mobile App
SEBI launched the Saarthi mobile application, which provides information about
security markets, which is useful for investors.
Highlights:
The application explains mutual funds, how they work, trading and
settlement, KYC (Know Your Customer) procedures, market developments,
and so on.
The application also includes a mechanism for resolving grievances. Both
Hindi and English are used in the application.
It is compatible with both iOS and Android devices. The app will eventually
be available in local languages as well.
The number of independent investors entering the market has recently
increased. The app was created to assist these individual investors.
In addition, new investors are trading on their smartphones. As a result,
mobile apps are assisting them.
Individual Investors:
Individual investors in India are on the rise. In 2020, their share was 39
percent. According to NSE (National Stock Exchange) data, it will have
risen to 45 percent by 2021.
Banks' interest rates are decreasing. Fixed Deposit interest rates range from
2.9 percent to 5.4 percent.
As a result, the returns on such investments are extremely low. Global
liquidity is increasing. People are also spending a lot of time at home as a
result of the pandemic.
The BSE (Bombay Stock Exchange) market capitalization increased by 1.8
times. In Russia, it rose by 1.6 times.
China, France, and South Africa are the other countries that have seen
significant growth. It is obvious that India has a higher market capitalization
than other countries.
Security Markets
Security markets are those in which securities are freely traded. Securities
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are nothing more than assurances.
When a person fails to pay back the money, the securities are forfeited.
Securities are tradable financial instruments that raise capital both in public
and private markets.

Digital Payment Index By RBI
The Reserve Bank of India just announced the Digital Payment Index.
Highlights:
Digital payments in the nation surged by 40% in September 2021 compared
to March 2021, according to the index.
In September 2021, the index of online transactions was 304.06. In March
2021, it was 270.59.
The online transaction measure was 217.74 in September 2020. The index is
published twice a year, in March and September.
The RBI Digital Payment Index's base year is 2018. This means that the
index's score for March was set to 100.
Within three years, the index value has climbed by 2.7 times. The number of
payments made using digital means has increased by 39.64 percent.
In the second quarter, the Unified Payment Interface grew by 82 percent.
Around 19 banks entered the UPI system in the second quarter.
In the second quarter, the number of Point of Sale terminals climbed by 13%
over the previous quarter.
Parameters For the Index
Payment Enablers (25%)
Consumer Centricity (5%)
Payment Performance (45%)
Supply-Side Factors (15%)
Demand-Side Factors (10%).
Causes For Digital Payment Increase
Payments rose primarily due to major initiatives taken by India's National
Payment Corporation (NPCI).
The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) had approved
WhatsApp to go operational with UPI.
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The user base grew to two crores as soon as this was done. PIDF (Payment
Infrastructure Development Fund) was established.
It was made to stimulate the use of point-of-sale systems.
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INTERNATIONAL
India-China Trade 2021
In 2021, the trade value between India and China was estimated to be over 125
billion dollars. India imported 100 billion dollars from China.
Highlights:
The majority of the import requests were for machinery. In 2021, India's
trade deficit with China was 69.4 billion dollars.
This represents a 22 percent increase over the trade deficit in 2019. In 2021,
overall imports from China outstripped total trade between the two
countries.
India's imports from China increased by 20% in 2019 compared to the
previous year. On either hand, India's exports to China surged by 56%
between 2019 and 2021.
In 2021, India's exports to China totaled USD 28.1 billion. Nonetheless,
India imports 100 billion dollars from China.
Though exports have increased significantly, they still appear to be
insufficient. Cotton, iron ore, and raw material-based commodities were the
top Indian exports to China in 2021.
Supplies such as air concentrators, active medicinal components,
semiconductor devices, and electrical batteries are electrical and mechanical
machinery examples.
The China General Administration of Customs has provided data on
commerce between India and China (GAC).
Chinese officials warned of global supply chain disruptions. This could be
caused to Omicron.

Rare Earth Supplies US Bill
China's "chokehold" on rare-earth metal supplies has lately been challenged by a
measure sponsored by the US government.
Highlights:
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Rare earth metals are found in nearly every modern technology, from
electric batteries to combat jets.
All of these metals are tightly controlled by China. China supplied 80% of
the rare-earth metals consumed in the United States in 2019.
The bill is intended to minimize China's reliance on rare-earth metals. This is
necessary to defend the United States against a rare-earth metal supply
disruption.
Residents will be encouraged to develop home production of rare-earth
metals. It will eventually lessen the United States' dependency on China.
Features:
The bill calls for establishing a reserve force for rare earth metals. The
Departments of Defense and Interiors are responsible for maintaining the
reserve.
The reserve will support the tech sector, the US army, and other critical
infrastructure demands.
The reserve's capacity should be enough to meet America's rare-earth metal
requirements for a year.
It has requested that the Commerce Department investigate China's unfair
trade practices.
The bill attempts to increase transparency about the components' origins. It
also prohibits the use of Chinese rare-earth metals in advanced defense
technology.
Rare Earth Metals:
The 17 minerals in the periodic table are known as rare earth metals. The 15
lanthanides, as well as scandium and yttrium, make up this group.
They're primarily found in high-tech products like cell phones, flat-screen
monitors, and televisions, as well as electric and hybrid automobiles.
Radar, lasers, sonar systems, and electronic displays are all defense
applications that require them.
In 1993, the United States produced 38 percent of the world's rare earth,
while China contributed 33 percent. China now accounts for 97 percent of
global rare earth metal output.

PM Addressed State Of The World At Davos
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On January 17, 2022, PM Modi virtually presented his 'State of the World' special
address at the World Economic Forum's (WEF) Davos Agenda.
Highlights:
In his speech, Prime Minister Narendra Modi emphasized India's
involvement in dealing with the Covid-19 crisis and directing the
immunization effort.
He emphasized the importance of reshaping and restructuring international
organizations such as the United Nations.
He projected India as a future technological and economic powerhouse of
the world, using data, figures, and facts on the Covid-19 pandemic.
He also portrayed India as a vital part of the international community. India
has established a new record by administering 1.6 billion doses of the Covid
vaccination.
Vaccination
Amid the pandemic, the nation has also stood by other countries in need.
India adheres to the philosophy of 'One Earth, One Health.'
About 150 countries have received Covid vaccinations and life-saving
medications.
Tech And Economic Powerhouse
Because of India's economic and technological changes, the country's
business environment is no longer severely hampered by government
control.
Currently, the government removed approximately 25,000 such barriers to
establishing a firm in the country.
Climate Change
The Prime Minister proposed a for the nations to address issues such as
climate change.
He emphasized the importance of the globe starting to think about the
lifestyles that are harming our environment.
According to him, Indian culture continues to rely on its long-standing
environmental preservation traditions.

Enigma The 555.55-carat Black Diamond
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On January 17, 2022, a 555.55-carat black diamond known as "The Enigma" was
unveiled in Dubai.
Highlights:
It is believed to come from space. Sotheby's auction house unveiled it.
After a tour in Dubai, the diamond will be begun taking to Los Angeles
before being auctioned in London in February 2022.
The number five is significant to the diamond because it has 55 facets. The
diamond is expected to fetch at least 5 million Pounds sterling (USD 6.8
million).
Sotheby's also intends to accept crypto as a form of payment.
Enigma Diamond
The diamond's shape is inspired by the Middle-Eastern palm sign of
Khamsa, which represents strength and protection.
Khamsa means "five" in Arabic. As a result, there is a running theme of
number five throughout the diamond.
This diamond is thought to have formed when an asteroid or meteorite
collided with the Earth more than 2.6 billion years ago.
The Key 10138 diamond was purchased for $12.33 million in Hong Kong in
2021. The payment was made in cryptocurrency.
Black Diamond
Carbonado is also referred to as black diamond. It is one of the most difficult
types of natural diamond.
It is a high-density, impure, microporous form of polycrystalline diamond
composed of diamond, graphite, and amorphous carbon.
Minor crystalline crystallizes fill the pores, and there are infrequently
reduced metal inclusions. The diamond is primarily found in alluvial
deposits.
It is most common in mid-equatorial regions such as the Central African
Republic and Brazil. It is naturally black or dark grey in color.
The diamond is porous in comparison to other diamonds. The first black
diamonds were found in Brazil in the 1800s.

WEF: Global Cybersecurity Outlook 2022
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The Global Cyber Security Outlook 2022 was recently released by the World
Economic Forum.
Highlights:
Ransomware attacks climbed by 151 percent in 2021. On average, each firm
was subjected to 270 cyber-attacks.
An organization that successfully thwarted cyber-attacks paid 3.6 million
dollars.
Cyber executives feel there is no distinction between cyber defense and
cyber security, according to 59% of them.
That is not the case. Computers, data storage, and the internet are all
protected by cyber security.
Anticipating and reacting to cyber-attacks is what cyber resilience is all
about. In cyber security, there is no anticipatory component. It is a
comprehensive defense.
The opponent of cyber resilience is well-known. And neither does cyber
security. As per the report, the following two factors have the most impact
on cyber security.
Automation and machine learning account for 48% of the total.
Twenty-eight percent of employees work from home or in a hybrid
environment.
The rise in cybercrime was primarily due to the growth of the global digital
economy. Cyber-attacks have taken down 42 percent of infrastructure.
Identity theft accounts for 24% of cyber-attacks. Ransomware attacks
account for 20% of all cyber-attacks.
Personal finances are lost to the extent of 10%.
In 2021, cyber-attacks will impact 55% of the world's enterprises.
Lags
The following areas are where the organizations are falling behind:
Making cyber security a top priority in company choices
gaining support from the top for cyber security
Recruiting and retaining cyber security experts is a difficult task.
Solutions For Cyber Security:
When developing cyber security solutions, the following considerations
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should be taken into account:
Attacks via third-party software
Attainments that are malicious
Regulations are necessary.
Direction from the Board of Directors
the media's interest
Remote working is becoming more popular.
The percentage of a company's digital transformation. Cyber security should
be funded at a far higher level than transformation.

Indonesia New Capital: Nusantara
Indonesians are relocating to Nusantara, a new capital in East Kalimantan. Earlier,
Jakarta was the capital of Indonesia.
Highlights:
East Kalimantan, or Jakarta, is a city on the island of Borneo. In 2019, it was
stated that the capital would be relocated here.
President Joko Widodo made the announcement. Since 1949, Jakarta has
served as Indonesia's capital.
Jakarta is confronted with environmental and financial challenges. Jakarta is
becoming increasingly polluted.
It has constantly been recognized as one of the world's most polluted cities.
Jakarta is located on the Indonesian island of Java.
Nusantara is located on the island of Borneo. The island of Borneo is larger
than the island of Java. Jakarta is currently densely inhabited.
This adds to the load that the Indonesian government is already carrying.
Jakarta is also sinking. The majority of Jakarta is anticipated to be
submerged by 2050.
This is primarily due to Jakarta's proximity to multiple rivers. These rivers
are flood-prone regularly. Many areas in Jakarta dipped up to 10.7 cm
between 2019 and 2020.
The Plan
All government buildings, including the presidential palace, international
organization buildings, and foreign diplomatic buildings, would be relocated
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to Nusantara.
The idea will cost 33 billion dollars to implement. The capital city will be
built on approximately 2,56,142 hectares of land.
Nusantara is the Indonesian word for the archipelago. It encompasses
philosophical, social, and historical considerations.
Nusantara is a biodiverse island. Moving the capital to Nusantara, according
to environmentalists, will result in colossal deforestation.
It will also put the region's forests and animals in jeopardy.

Novak Djokovic Deported
Novak Djokovic was deported from Australia as he did not take the COVID
Vaccine and was considered a threat to the country.
Highlights:
Novak was scheduled to play in the Australian Open from Day 1.
Unfortunately, Novak was deported from Australia the day before the game
for failing to take the COVID vaccine.
The 34-year-old player is among the world's most prominent COVID
vaccine skeptics.
According to the Australian Government, Novak has a large fan base.
He is a threat to the country because he has not been immunized and his
stance on vaccines will fuel anti-vaccination sentiment among his legions of
fans not only in Australia but around the world.
Only vaccinated people are permitted to enter Australia, according to the
Australian government. Novak is a native of Serbia.
He entered Australia by requesting a medical exemption from the state of
Victoria. He was later detained for failing to take the vaccine.
The visa of the non - vaccinated player was revoked for reasons of health
and public order.
Australian Open
The Australian Open has been one of the four major Grand Slam
tournaments. It was supposed to begin on January 17, 2022.
Australia Open is one of the most important Grand slam tournaments. The
other three Grand Slam tournaments are US Open, French Open, and
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Wimbledon.
Not everyone can participate in these tournaments. It is conducted among
the top rank holders in the world.
The ranks are assigned based on the winning ratio of these players. If a
player wins more Grand Slam matches, his rank moves up.
Right now Novak is in the topmost position. Not playing the Australian
Open will affect his ranking.

EU Parliament Presidency Taken Over By Roberta Metsola
Roberta Metsola, a Maltese Democrat, has been elected president of the European
Union's Parliament.
Highlights:
Her election comes just a week after the unexpected death of departing
parliament president David Sassoli, who was presumed to step down as part
of a power-sharing agreement.
She is the third woman to hold the position. She is the youngest president of
the European Parliament.
Metsola was the contender of the Parliament's largest group, and she
received 458 votes out of 616 casts.
Metsola, a member of the center-right European People's Party (EPP),
became the third woman to hold the position, defeating three other
candidates: Spain's Sira Rego (radical left), Poland's Kosma Zlotowski
(ECR, Eurosceptics), and Sweden's Alice Bah Kuhnke (Greens).
Zlotowski left the campaign before the election, allowing Metsola to garner
support from all centrist and conservative parties.
The Maltese received 458 votes, while Bah Kuhnke and Rego received 101
and 57 votes, respectively.
On January 18, each applicant made their case to their fellow MEPs in
Strasbourg to succeed Sassoli, who died on January 11 and whose term was
set to end this week.
Metsola has been a member of the European Parliament since 2013 and a
vice-president of the Parliament since 2020.
The conservative lawmaker rose to prominence after taking over for Sassoli,
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who could not attend the Chamber for several weeks due to illness.
Metsola is an outspoken supporter of women's rights and the LGBTQ+
community. She has been closely engaged in migration issues as an MEP
from a coastal state.
She believes in a comprehensive approach in which all 27 EU member states
share responsibility for migratory flows.

The First BRICS Sherpas Meeting 2022
On January 18-19, 2022, the first BRICS Sherpas meeting of 2022 was conducted
virtually, with participants praising India for its BRICS chairship in 2021.
Highlights:
On January 18-19, 2022, the first BRICS Sherpas meeting of 2022 was
conducted virtually, with participants praising India for its BRICS chairship
in 2021.
In 2022, China will assume the rotational presidency of the BRICS. BRICS
stands for Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa, and it is a grouping
of five key emerging economies.
Meanwhile, India's BRICS Sherpa, Sanjay Bhattacharyya, stated, that Last
year, they saw a big achievement that the delegations brought about in
conditions provided on the strengthening and reform of multilateral systems.
These global governance challenges, particularly the UN system and other
institutions, are crucial.
And he was pleased to say that they will continue to place a premium on its
continued relevance.

ILO Report - Global Unemployment Level In 2022
The World Employment and Social Outlook Trends 2022 (WESO Trends) report
was produced by the International Labour Organization (ILO).
Highlights:
The World Employment and Social Outlook Trends 2022 (WESO Trends)
report was produced by the International Labour Organization (ILO).
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The paper examines complete labor market estimates for 2022 and 2023, as
well as the global labor market recovery.
The ILO's prediction for labor market recovery in 2022 has been reduced in
the WESO 2022.
Key Features:
Global unemployment is expected to reach 207 million in 2022, up from 186
million in 2019.
Globally, total working hours are expected to be 2% lower in 2022 than they
were before the epidemic, resulting in the loss of 52 million full-time jobs.
The global labor participation rate in 2022 is expected to be 1.2 percentage
points lower than it was in 2019, prior to the start of the new coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) pandemic.
Around 40 million people will be unable to work in the global workforce by
2022.
According to the International Labour Organization, there can be no true
recovery from this pandemic without a broad-based labor market
rebounding.
International Labour Organisation
International Labour Organization Headquarters is in Geneva, Switzerland
International Labour Organization Director-General is Guy Ryder
International Labour Organization Founder was Paris Peace Conference
International Labour Organization Founded in 1919

Russia Ban Cryptocurrencies
The Russian central bank proposed cracking down on cryptocurrencies on 20
January.
Highlights:
Because Russia is one of the world's largest crypto-mining nations, if this
move is implemented, it has the ability to destabilize the burgeoning virtual
money sector.
This proposal was made in response to Russian authorities' long-standing
criticism of cryptocurrencies, which can be used for illegal purposes.
Regulators have also been requested by authorities.
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The Bank of Russia has called for the ban on cryptocurrency payments to be
strengthened, as well as the prohibition on cryptocurrency mining and the
tightening of laws governing virtual currency trading.
In Russia, officials granted cryptocurrencies legal status in 2020. Their use
in payments, however, was never authorized.
Cryptocurrency
Cryptocurrency is a set of binary data that serves as a medium of exchange.
A digital ledger stores records of individual coin ownership.
A digital ledger is a computerized database that secures transaction records
with strong cryptography.
Cryptocurrencies, in general, are fiat currencies because they are not backed
by or movable into commodities.

India-Israel Industrial R&D & Technological Innovation Fund
During their eighth ruling body meeting, India and Israel recently expanded the
I4F.
Highlights:
The India-Israel Industrial Research and Development Technological
Innovation Fund (I4F) is a joint fund for industrial research and development
in India and Israel.
The fund's size has now been increased to 5.5 million USD.
The fund has been expanded to allow for the implementation of three
research and development projects. These are their names:
The Internet of Things is centrally monitored. Nanosensors in health care for
molecular diagnostics
Satellite communication has been enabled by the Internet of Things for realtime agricultural and environmental data collection.
NoMoreMos: It is a biological mosquito control solution.
Essentially, the fund will be used for agricultural, health care, and mosquito
control projects.
Telecommunications, agriculture, information technology, pharmaceuticals,
and homeland security are all examples of industries.
Agriculture has the strongest link between the two sectors. The Indo-Israel
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Agriculture Project has been in operation for over ten years.
The project's highly successful outcomes include the rejuvenation of mango
orchards in Maharashtra and the cultivation of cherry tomatoes in Haryana.
I4F
It was developed in collaboration with the Indian Department of Science and
Technology and the Israeli Innovation Authority.
The fund promotes and funds collaborative research and development in the
agreed-upon "focus sectors."
I4F's primary goal is to commercialize innovative technologies.
The Global Innovation and Technology Alliance controls, manages, and
implements the I4F. The Israeli Innovation Authority is in charge of
implementing the fund in Israel.
The increase in income comes at an opportune time. India is now starting to
plan to place a greater emphasis on innovation, technology, and startups.
India recently decided to observe Innovation Startup Day on January 16.
The Department of Science and Technology is also planning new initiatives
to commemorate its 50th anniversary.
I4F 2.0
The states agree on the new I4F strategy during the meeting of the governing
body. In the new strategy, the countries will expand the scope of the fund.
They will concentrate on market acceptability as well as technical feasibility.
They are tasked with creating new commercial products and technologies.

IEA: Electricity Market Report
The International Energy Agency (IEA) published the bi-annual Electricity Market
Report in early 2022.
Highlights:
According to the report, countries are increasingly turning to fossil fuels to
meet rising electricity demand as Covid-19 lockdown restrictions ease.
In 2021, global electricity demand is expected to rise by 6% year on year. It
was the IEA's steepest year-on-year increase since the 2008 financial crash.
Year on year, global energy intensity fell by 1.9 percent. This drop was only
half of what was needed to lay the groundwork for net-zero energy by 2050.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 17 - January 23, 2022)

Renewable electricity generation will increase by 6% year on year in 2021.
Coal-fired power generation has increased by 9%.
This rise was led by markets such as China and India, where coal accounted
for more than half of the increase in demand. The amount of gas-fired
generation increased by 2%.
IEA's Concerns
The International Energy Agency (IEA) is worried even though, despite
growing net-zero movement, countries are failing to decouple increased
electricity demand from increased emissions.
According to the IEA, power sector emissions will remain stable for the next
three years.
The IEA's net-zero by 2050 scenario calls for a 55% reduction in sectoral
emissions by 2030, compared to the 2019 baseline.
International Energy Agency (IEA)
The International Energy Agency (IEA) was founded in 1974 in
conformance with the OECD framework. It is a self-governing
intergovernmental organization.
The IEA's mission is guided by four main areas of focus: energy security,
environmental awareness, economic development, and global engagement.
Its headquarters are located in Paris, France. In March 2017, India has
become an associate member of the IEA.
The International Energy Agency (IEA) was founded in the aftermath of the
1973-1974 oil crisis to assist its members in responding to major oil supply
disruptions.
Currently, the IEA has 30 members. The IEA family also includes eight
member countries.
A member nation must be an OECD member in order to join the IEA.
However, not all OECD members are members of the IEA.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
MSME Technology Centre Inaugurated By PM
Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually launched an 'MSME Technology Centre' in
Puducherry on the occasion of National Youth Day 2022.
Highlights:
It will be run by the Union Ministry of Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSME).
The Rs 122 crore technological hub was established with an emphasis on the
Electronic System Design and Manufacturing (ESDM) sector.
The center was officially opened at the 25th National Youth Festival in
Puducherry (12th and 13th January 2022).
In Puducherry, he also opened the 'Perunthalaivar Kamarajar
Manimandapam,' a new auditorium featuring an open-air theatre.
This world-class technology center, which spans ten acres and will train
20,000 students, support 2000 SMEs, and incubate 200 start-ups, will help
boost the local economy to new heights.
The Prime Minister's opening of this MSME Technology Centre will
improve skill development and instill entrepreneurship among the region's
youth.
The MSME Ministry is revving up the sector through various initiatives and
programs in order to achieve shared prosperity, provide long-term
employment opportunities, and achieve the Prime Minister's vision of Atma
Nirbhar Bharat.

North East on Wheels Expedition
The 'North East on Wheels Expedition' has been created to promote Northeastern
culture.
Highlights:
Meenakshi Lekhi, Ministry for Culture, has launched the 'North East on
Wheels Expedition' in New Delhi to promote Northeastern culture.
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This year's Bike Expedition will take place from the 8th to the 16th of April
to commemorate the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.
Seventy-Five bicyclists will be chosen from throughout the country to
participate in this trip, which will traverse approximately 9000 kilometers in
the North East Region in six groups.
The excursion will also showcase the Ministry of Tourism's Dekho Apna
Desh project. Riders will also spread the word about the significance of road
safety.
The voyage will connect, among other things, some of the key spots
associated with our country's historic events.
Jowai, Moirang, Imphal, Kohima, Bumla Pass, Tezpur, and others are
among them.
Throughout their voyage, the participants will pay honor to national heroes
including Rani Ma Gaidinliu, Kiang Nangbah, Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose, Kanaklata, Jaswant Singh, and others.
The North East on Wheels website has been opened, signaling the start of
adventure registrations.
A team of Experienced & Skilled Bikers from across the country will choose
75 bikers from all those who register.
A song, 'Nikal Pade,' which means 'Set out/ Venture,' was also launched at
the inaugural program, capturing the true essence of Young India determined
to lead the future.

India Skills 2021 Done
The India Skills 2021 competition has come to an end on 12 January.
Highlights:
More than 200 contestants were honored by the Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship at the conclusion of the India Skills
2021 nationwide competition.
There were 270 medallions of excellence awarded to the competition
winners, including 61 gold, 77 silver, 53 bronze, and 79 medals of
excellence.
More than 500 contestants from all over the country competed in the
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tournament, which featured talent from 54 different industries.
Car paint, patisserie and confectionary, welding, additive manufacturing,
computer security, and floristry are among these industries.
With 51 medals, Odisha took top place out of 26 states and union territories
in this year's 'IndiaSkills 2021' competition.
Odisha took home 10 gold medals, 18 silver medals, 9 bronze medals, and
14 medallions.
Maharashtra stayed in second place with 30 medals, while Kerala finished
third with 25 medals.
The winner of the India Skills 2021 competition will also be eligible to
compete in the World Skills International Competition, which will be held in
Shanghai, China, in October 2022.
From the 7th to the 9th of this month, tournaments were organized at a
variety of settings, including Pragati Maidan and offsite locations throughout
the National Capital Region.

Lipulekh Boundary Issue
Nepal claims the Lipulekh, Kalapani, and Limpiyadhura territories and asked that
India evacuate its troops from the area since India is expanding the route to the
Lipulekh pass.
Highlights:
India currently controls the three territories of Kalapani, Lipulekh, and
Limpiyadhura. Nepal claims ownership of the land.
According to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India is preparing to extend
the road to the Lipulekh pass. During his December 2021 visit to Haldwani,
he spoke these things. Since then, the border problem has revived.
Nepal published a new political map in 2020. The Limpiyadhura regions
were included the Kali river's source mainly.
In the Susta region, there are also boundary conflicts between India and
Nepal. The Gandak River has changed course, causing this conflict.
Sugauli Treaty
British India and Nepal signed treaties in 1816. It was established after
Nepal was defeated in the Anglo-Nepal war.
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As per the treaty, British India will own the whole lowlands between Rapti
and Kali. On the other hand, the ridgeline was not mentioned in the contract.
The British performed the following surveys to determine the source of the
river Kali in several places. The dispute between the nations is about the
region's boundary.
Kalapani
The Lipulekh pass in the Kalapani area is strategically vital for the KailashManasarovar pilgrimage.
As per Nepal, the Kali river's source is at Limpiyadhura, at high heights of
the Himalayan ranges.
As a result, Nepal owns the entire hill and the Limpiyadhura section. The
border starts in Kalapani, which is where the river begins.
The river is said to have its origins in the springs of Lipulekh Pass in India.
The Kalapani was on the Indian side, according to administrative records
from the 19th century.

Republic Day Parade: State Tableaux
West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee addressed PM Narendra Modi on January 17,
after being denied by West Bengal's tableau for the Republic Day parade.
Highlights:
The West Bengal Tableau was created to honor Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose's accomplishments and INA during his 125th birthday.
The final tableaux for the procession have yet to be publicly disclosed by the
Union administration.
There will be 21 tableaux, including 12 representing states and UTs and 9
from central government departments or independent organizations.
In addition to West Bengal, Kerala's proposed tableau honoring Sree
Narayan Guru was not chosen.
The Ministry of Defense oversees the Republic Day Procession and
accompanying events.
According to the Defense Ministry, all states, union territories, central
government ministries, and some constitutional entities are invited to
participate in the Republic Day parade through tableaux.
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Every year in September, they are invited. The shortlisting process for
Tableau proposals begins in the second week of October.
Guidelines For The Tableaux
Participants display elements essential to their state, university, or
department within the overarching subject.
This year's theme revolves around the 75th anniversary of India's
independence. "India@75 - Freedom Struggle, Ideas at 75, Achievements at
75, Actions at 75, and Resolve at 75," is the subject.
The Defense Ministry also shares basic rules on all the tableaux that should
or should feature.
Participants are required to hire "young qualified designers from prestigious
institutions."
They must also use robotics or mechatronics to engage moving pieces,
visual display walls for dazzling projection of images or material, 3D
printing for some elements, special effects of increasing the tableau's optics
and visual effects, and augmented or virtual reality.
The tableaus of two separate states or UTs cannot be identical to
demonstrate India's variety.
Except for the name of the state, UT, or department, there can be no writing
or logos on the tableaux.
Selection Process
To choose the tableaux, the Defense Ministry assembled a panel of experts
from several sectors, like art, culture, sculpture, painting, architecture,
music, choreography, etc. Shortlisting tableaux from proposals are aided by
the committee.
First and foremost, presented sketches or designs of proposals are examined.
The committee might suggest any changes to the sketch or design.
Participants are requested to present 3D models for their suggestions once
the design has been accepted.
The expert committee examines them once more before making a final
decision.
The committee considers numerous elements while reaching its final
decision, including visual appeal, tableaux' idea or theme, impact on the
public, fine detail required, accompanying music, and so on.
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The next round is only announced to those who have been shortlisted.
Tableau Size
Each participant receives one tractor and one trailer from the Defense
Ministry and the tableau must fit on them.
Any extra tractor or trailer, as well as any other vehicle, is prohibited by the
Ministry. On the other hand, participants are free to use any vehicle they like
instead of the tractor or trailer given by the Ministry.
There should be no more than two automobiles in total. The tractor must be
disguised to match the concept of the tableau.
The tableau is 24 feet, 8 inches long, 8 feet wide, and 4 feet 2 inches high on
a trailer that is 24 feet, 8 inches long, 8 feet wide, and 4 feet 2 inches high.
It has a ten-tonne load-bearing capacity. The tableaux ought to be 45 feet
long, 14 feet broad, and 16 feet tall from the ground level.

Keralas Kumbalanghi: Indias First Sanitary-Napkin Free Village
Kumbalanghi in Kerala will be India's first village without sanitary napkins.
Highlights:
Kumbalanghi in Kerala is scheduled to be the first sanitary napkin-free
panchayat in the country.
This action is part of the 'Avalkayi' initiative, which is being carried out in
the Ernakulam electoral district in collaboration with HLL Management
Academy's "Thingal Scheme" and Indian Oil Corporation.
Menstrual cups will be supplied to women in Kumbalangi village aged 18
and up as part of this campaign.
Under it, 5000 menstruation cups will be supplied. The Governor will also
designate Kumbalangi village as a model village at the same time.
The Pradhan Mantri Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (PM-SAGY) is funding
the model village project. In addition, a new visitor information center will
be built in the village.
Kumbalangi:
Kumbalangi is an island town on the fringes of Kerala's Kochi metropolis.
It is a popular tourist destination known for its Chinese fishing nets.
It's roughly 12 kilometers from the city center, nestled among backwaters.
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The village is also India's first eco-tourism destination.

Aromatic Plant Cultivation Awareness In JK
The government has launched a unique awareness campaign in Jammu and
Kashmir to increase career opportunities for the union territory's youth.
Highlights:
In Kashmir, an awareness campaign for growers on the cultivation and
processing of aromatic plants has begun.
Kashmir Valley's climate is ideal for growing a wide range of vegetable
crops, fruit, and a large amount of plant material that can be used in
medicinal and aromatic actions.
Growers took part in the program to raise awareness among youth about the
importance of aromatic plant cultivation.
The Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine (IIIM) began an awareness
program and the
Department of Agriculture began a particular awareness program.
Significance
Farmers and young entrepreneurs can set up their businesses with the help of
these plants. They would also employ others to generate income.
They would learn about cultivation and processing through this program.
Scientists and scholars enhance their views as part of the program to assist
growers in applying the correct approach and avoiding production losses.
A public awareness campaign is being organized to provide growers with
accurate information about the cultivation of aromatic plants.
This initiative was launched as part of CSR flagship programs to assist
growers in properly cultivating aromatic plants on a large scale.
Aromatic Plants
Aromatic plants contain aromatic compounds, which are essentially essential
oils.
These essential oils are odorous, hydrophobic, and highly concentrated
compounds that are dynamic at room temperature.
Flowers, seeds, buds, leaves, bark, twigs, fruits, wood, and roots can all be
used to make them.
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Postal Stamp On COVID-19 Vaccine
The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare recently issued a commemorative
postage stamp commemorating the COVID-19 vaccine.
Highlights:
The stamp was issued to commemorate the first anniversary of the National
COVID Vaccination Program, also known as the COVID vaccination
campaign.
A health care worker is vaccinating a senior citizen on the stamp. The stamp
also depicts a COVAXIN vial.
The stamp was created to commemorate the efforts of community workers
and frontline health care workers, particularly during the COVID-19 era.
Vaccination Drive
The COVID vaccination drive was launched in January 2021. it's the most
important vaccination drive within the world. It aimed to vaccinate 1.3
billion people.
Unlike other countries, the drive didn't force the vaccines on people. The
drive first focused on the frontline health care workers.
India had made records of vaccinating 25 million people during a day. aside
from inoculating its own people, India has also exported 66 million
COVID-19 doses under the Vaccine Maitri program.
India has been supportive while the developed countries shied far away from
taking responsibility.
consistent with United Nations, the G-7 countries have procured one billion
vaccines. Of this, 10% expired by December 2021.
Aside from this, India had also launched COVID Suraksha to accelerate the
vaccine development process.
It offers grants to COVID vaccines researchers. it's implemented by the
IRAC-Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council.

National Technical Textiles Mission Projects
On January 17, 2022, the Ministry of Textiles approved 20 strategic research
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projects in the fields of specialty fibers and geotextiles totaling Rs 30 crores.
Highlights:
These initiatives are part of the government's flagship program, the 'National
Technical Textiles Mission.' Four geotextiles (infrastructure) projects were
also approved.
A few leading Indian institutes, centers of excellence, and government
organizations, including IITs, BTRA, and DRDO, took part in the session,
which approved strategic projects for the development of the Indian
economy.
These projects contribute to Atmanirbhar Bharat, particularly in Healthcare,
Energy Storage, Farming, Industrial and Protective, Fabric Waste Recycling,
and Infrastructure facilities.
Research Projects Cleared
5 projects in healthcare
4 projects in industrial and protective
3 projects in energy storage
3 projects in textile waste recycling, and
1 in agriculture
National Technical Textiles Mission
The National Technical Textiles Mission was established to position India as
a global leader in technical textiles and to increase the use of technical
textiles in the domestic market.
It intends to increase the size of the domestic market to 40 to 50 billion by
2024.
The mission will run for four years, beginning in 2020-2021. In the Ministry
of Textiles, a Mission Director general has been established.
The National Technical Textiles Mission is divided into four components.
The first, with a budget of Rs 1,000 crores, focuses on research,
development, and innovation.
The second component is for the advancement and growth of the technical
textiles market.
The third component concentrates on promoting exports in order to increase
India's technical textile exports from Rs 14,000 crores to Rs 20000 crores by
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2021-2022.
Education, training, and skill development are the focus of the fourth
component.

Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar Launched Minister of State Subhas Sarkar
Subhas Sarkar, Minister of State for Education, has virtually initiated the Swachh
Vidyalaya Puraskar (SVP) 2021 2022.
Highlights:
The Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar recognizes, inspires, and awards schools
that have done outstanding work in the fields of water, sanitation, and
hygiene, while also serving as a benchmark and a road map for schools to
improve in the future.
The Department of School Education and Literacy first distributed the
Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar in 2016-17 in order to increase self-motivation
and sanitation awareness.
The Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar 2021-22 is open to all types of schools,
including government, government-aided, and private schools in both rural
and urban areas.
The ability to participate in schools will be evaluated via an online system
and mobile app in six subcategories, with the system automatically
generating their overall score and rating.
Water, sanitation, soap-free hand washing, operation and maintenance,
behavior change and capacity building, and the newly added category of
COVID-19 preparedness and response are among the sub-categories.
Prizes
This year, 40 schools will be chosen at the national level in the overall
category.
Under the Samagra Shiksha scheme, the award cash has been increased from
Rs 50,000 to Rs 60,000 per school.
In addition, for the first time, six sub-category awards with award cash of
Rs. 20,000/- per school have been introduced.

JIO: First To Roll-Out UPI AUTOPAY
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Reliance JIO, along with the National Payments Corporation of India, is the first
telecom company to offer UPI AUTOPAY.
Highlights:
The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) and Reliance Jio have
announced the launch of UPI AUTOPAY for the telecom industry with Jio.
io's assimilation with UPI AUTOPAY has created it the first performer in
the telecom industry to just go live with NPCI's unique e-mandate feature.
Customers can now enable recurring e-mandates for regular billing such as
mobile bills, electricity bills, EMI payments, recreation subscriptions,
insurance, and mutual funds using the UPI AutoPay service launched by
NPCI.
Jio Subscribers:
When the validity period expires, Jio users will no longer have to remember
their recharge date.
Customers' Jio plans will be automatically renewed on the specified date.
Customers who recharge up to Rs 5,000 do not need to enter their UPI PIN
at the time of recharge.
Users can also use UPI Autopay to create, modify, and remove e-mandates
for tariff plans based on their needs.
National Payments Corporation
The National Payments Corporation of India is a specialized division of the
Reserve Bank of India that reports to the Ministry of Finance in the
Government of India.
It was established by the Reserve Bank of India to operate retail payments
systems in India. India's National Payments Corporation of India was
established in 2008.
The National Payments Corporation of India's headquarters are in Mumbai,
Maharashtra, and Dilip Asbe is the MD and CEO.

Climate Hazards and Vulnerability Atlas of India Created By CRS
CRS scientists have created an atlas of climate hazards and vulnerability in India.
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Highlights:
The map was created by scientists based on 14 extreme weather events.
They also took into account the risks and threats posed by these 14 weather
events to the local population and economy.
The term 'local' refers to a district rather than a state or village. The map was
unveiled as part of the IMD Foundation Day celebrations this year.
It includes information on heat waves, cold waves, extreme rainfall,
thunderstorms, lightning, and snowfall, as well as cyclones, winds, fog, and
hail storms.
It offers vulnerability and hazard values. These figures were derived from
the meteorological department's historical climate data.
It displays the monthly hazard levels for each district.
It contains 640 maps. They are all divided into four categories: moderate,
low, high, and very high.
Each district is represented by a Normalised Vulnerability Index on the map.
In India, lightning is the leading cause of death. Flooding, cyclones, and fog
follow. They also result in significant economic and livelihood losses.
Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of Earth Sciences, launched it. The atlas
aids in the implementation of preventative measures.
It makes use of disaster data, hourly autographic data, cyclone track data,
daily rainfall data, population density data, storm surge data, and other
similar information.
Climate Research and Services
CRS stands for Climate Research and Services, and it is part of the India
Meteorological Department (IMD).
CRS's headquarters are in Pune, India. It offers weather forecasting, AWS
data, gridded data, radiation data, agro met data, and meteorological data.
IMD
The IMD was established in 1875. It operates under the Minister of Earth
Science. It is responsible for meteorological observations, seismology, and
weather events.
It is one of the six regional meteorological centers of the World
Meteorological Organization.
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Infusion Of 1500 Crore Rupees In IREDA Approved
The Union Cabinet has approved a 1500 crore rupee investment in Indian
Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited.
Highlights:
It will help create 10,200 jobs per year and reduce carbon emissions by 7.49
million tonnes.
The IREDA played a significant role in renewable energy, with its portfolio
increasing from 8,800 crores to 28,000 crores in the last six years.
The additional equity infusion will allow the mini-Ratna corporation under
the new and renewable energy ministry to lend approximately 12,000 crores
to the renewable energy sector, easing the sector's debt requirement of
roughly 3,500-4,000 megawatt (MW), the CCEA said after its session on
January 19.
The equity infusion will also increase the specialized non-banking finance
agency's net worth, which will aid it in obtaining additional financing and
thus contribute more to the Government's goals.
IREDA is a Non-Banking Financial Institution that promotes, develops, and
extends financial assistance to establish projects involving new and
renewable energy sources.
IREDA was founded in 1987 with its headquarters in Delhi
The current chairperson of IREDA is Pradip Kumar Das

Kaziranga National Park Census
The Kaziranga National Park conducted a waterfowl census recently.
Highlights:
Kaziranga National park is a Tiger Reserve and a world heritage site
The census was conducted in the 52 wetlands in the park, which showed an
increase in bird count to 93491 from 34,284 in 2020. The bird count has
increased 175% in a year.
The census used the point count method and found roughly 126 species.
According to the census, there were 868 deer in the area. There are 173
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males, 557 females, and 138 yearlings among them. '
Unfortunately, there has been a decline in the deer population. It used to be
907. Because of the floods, the park's deer population has reduced.
There were 66,776 wetlands birds reported. In the national park area, 42,205
people were counted.
In the Burhachapori Wildlife Sanctuary near Laokhowa, 24,571 birds were
counted. The bar head geese were the most numerous of all the animals.
With 16,552 geese with bar heads and 5,631 ordinary teals, 9,493 northern
pintails, and 2,236 ferruginous ducks were counted in the census.
A total of 40,000 hog deer have been reported. They are the primary source
of food for the park's tigers. There were 35 elephants spotted.
In 2019, the first Kaziranga National Park census took place. This census
counted around 11,500 aquatic birds.
According to the census, rhinoceroses, tigers, and lions must be prioritized
as swamp deers.
Swamp Deer
The marsh deer population was determined to be extremely low in the
census. As a result, the few swamp deer remaining were relocated to Manas
National Park.
The Manas National Park is not at risk of flooding. Swamp Deers are only
found on the Indian continent.
They've been on the decrease for a long time. Swamp deers were found all
over the Himalayan region, from Uttarakhand to Assam's upper reaches,
including the Ganges, Godavari, and Indo-Gangetic plains.

Streets for People Challenge By Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs hosts an online event called the Streets
for People Challenge. The event's results were recently released.
Highlights:
Changes were made as a result of the Streets for People challenge and the
India Cycles4 initiative to make the roads more cycle-friendly, pedestrianfriendly, and child-friendly.
The streets for person challenge aims to make streets more pedestrian-
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friendly. The participating cities devised new and innovative plans.
Pedestrians have prioritized the plans, and more than 1800 designers took
part in the competition.
The winning cities were awarded a total of fifty lakh rupees.
Technical assistance was offered by the Institute for Transportation and
Development to the participating communities.
The states will bring in a healthy Streets Department. They'll also add
institutional resiliency to the mix.
The "Streets for People Challenge Award" has been given to about eleven
Cities, Aurangabad, Bengaluru, Gurugram, Kochi, Nagpur, Pimri
Chinchwad, Pune, Udaipur, Kohima, Ujjain, and Vijayawada.
Streets for People Challenge Second Season
While announcing the results, the ministry also launched the second season
of streets for people challenge and India cycles4change.
Cities that did not place in the final eleven winners list are eligible to
compete in the second season.
Only cities with more than 500,000 people are eligible to apply.
Season 2 will see the cities collaborate and implement parking policies,
healthy streets, and on-street parking management.
Nurturing Neighbourhood Challenge
The Nurturing Neighbourhood Challenge aims to make a child-friendly
neighborhood. This city will now advance to the next stage of the game. The
cities' current projects will be ramped up at the next level.
A total of 60 city agencies took part in the competition. Its goal is to
improve the physical and mental health of infants.
It built public spaces such as parks and public restrooms and better outside
waiting areas, caregiver facilities, nursing cabins, play areas, and gardens.
The "Nurturing Neighbourhood Challenge" has been awarded to Bengaluru,
Hubballi-Dharwad, Indore, Jabalpur, Kakinada, Kochi, Kohima Rourkela,
Vadodara, Warangal.
"Nurturing Neighbourhoods Challenge: Field Stories" was also released.
Case studies make up the majority of the book.
Smart City Mission
The Smart City Mission served as a foundation for the problems. They are
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following the 2006 National Urban Transportation Policy.
It focuses on changing city road trends from car-centric to people-centric.
The states will bring in a healthy Streets Department.They'll also add
institutional resiliency to the mix.

New Features Of Desh Ke Mentor Program
The National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights recommended that the
Delhi Government suspend the Desh Ke Mentor Program due to safety and security
concerns raised about the children participating in the program.
Highlights:
The Delhi Government launched the Desh Ke Mentor Program in October
2021. The program connects students in grades 9 through 12 and those in
grades 10 and 11 with mentors.
The children are brought together with people they have never met before.
This endangers the children's safety and security.
There is no police verification to prove the mentor's authenticity. There is a
possibility of child-related crime.
A psychometric test is insufficient for assessing a person's personality and
character. Concerns were raised by Sections 13 and 15 of the Commission
for the Protection of Child Rights Act.
New Features
The police officers will verify the mentoring. The mentors' and children's
conversations are recorded.
Mentors and children are not permitted to meet in person. Only virtual
meetings are permitted.
The mentors' and children's contact information will be kept private. Both
parties will be unaware of each other's whereabouts.

IAS (Cadre) Rules Proposed Changes
The Indian government has proposed changing the rules for appointing IAS
officers.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 17 - January 23, 2022)

Highlights:
The Government of India has recommended a rule change (6). The central
govt wants officers to be appointed proportionally.
Proportional to the center and the state in question. The number of IAS
officers from each state who will work at the federal level will be
determined by the federal government.
After consultation with state governments, choices will be made.
Reason for the Change
The Ministry of Personnel and Training proposed the amendments on behalf
of the Indian government.
According to the ministry, states are not submitting enough officers to be
selected centrally. Contributions to the central deputation reserve are
required of all states.
As a result, there is a scarcity of officers in the center.
Current Officers Appointment:
The IAS Rules of 1954 govern the appointment of IAS officers.
A federal government or state government, or any other organization or
body of individuals or firms, may nominate an IAS officer, according to
Rule (6).
The federal or state governments must possess the entity or association in
part or entirely.
Concerns
The suggested modifications may have an impact on state government
management. Presently, the Central Government solicits officers wanting to
serve in the federal government on deputation from state governments.
The approval of the specific officer is crucial in both cases. No official may
be assigned to an organization without his consent, according to Rule (6).

Learning Loss: Education Ministry Survey
The Ministry of Education surveyed to learn more about education losses during
COVID. In November 2021, a survey was performed.
Highlights:
The "National Achievement Survey" is the name of the survey. It was
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carried out with the assistance of district coordinators.
The previous survey was carried out in 2017. The survey's findings are
published as individual district report cards.
Furthermore, all-district data is compiled at the national level. A total of 1.23
lakh schools were surveyed.
The government plans to identify and address the learning disruptions of the
pandemic.
In February 2020, the schools were closed. They then began taking lessons
online. The country's digital gap has significantly impacted children's
educational results.
Due to heavy rains, three districts in Andhra Pradesh and 16 districts in
Tamil Nadu could not participate.
NCERT designed the survey's structure. All of the other districts completed
the survey.
37,86,885 pupils were expected to attend classes in Class III, Class V, Class
VIII, and Class X.
However, just 34,00,430 people showed up. This translates to 89.79 percent.
Findings:
Only 5,40,325 students attended class III, even though 6,37,867 students
were required to attend or take online classes. Class III accounted for around
84.71 percent of the total.
Only 5,45,910 students took classes in Class V, even though 6,29,870
students were anticipated to attend.
In Class V, approximately 86.67 percent of the students showed up.
Class VIII was predicted to have 11,74,609 students. Only 10,54,437 pupils
attended the classes, accounting for 77 percent of the total.
A total of 13,44,539 students have predicted in Class X. Only 12,59,758
people showed up. This equates to 93.69 percent.
In comparison to the other classes, class X had the highest involvement rate.
Lower-grade pupils suffered the most educational losses, which harmed their
reading and counting abilities. When the poll was conducted, the primary
lessons were halted.

Star Rating System Of Environment Ministry
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The "Star Rating System" was just created by the Ministry of Environment,
Forestry, and Climate Change. The mechanism clears the surroundings in a short
amount of time.
Highlights:
With this new method, the Environment Ministry will rate and incentivize
the states.
The ministry will identify states that efficiently provide environmental
clearances in a short period of time. It will then provide incentives for such
states.
The star rating system assigns states points on a scale of one to seven for
this. F
or completing a project in less than 80 days, the states gain two points.
One point for clearing in less than 105 days. If you clear more than this
amount of time, you'll get a zero.
One mark is given if the state has fewer than 10% of projects for inspection,
and so on.
To make it easier to do business in India. The cabinet secretaries met in 2021
to discuss ways to improve the ease of doing business in India.
They then opted to use a star rating system to make the environmental
approval procedure easier. The permissions will be given in a timely and
efficient manner.
Features
It establishes requirements for state agencies in charge of environmental
impact assessments (SEIAA). These terms are based on the following
factors:
Proposals that have been on hold for more than thirty days
Proposals for Terms of Reference have been on hold for more than thirty
days.
Percentage of new terms of reference that were discarded
For more than 105 days, environmental clearances have been pending.
Re-evaluation of complaints
The SEIAA will receive a star rating from the system. The ranking is based
on the authority's performance over the previous six months. The ratings are
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updated at the end of each month.
The usual time taken to obtain the certification has been cut to 75 days. It
had been 105 days previously.
According to the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification of 2006,
the 105-day period is required.
Division of Powers
According to the procedure, the SEIAA must first approve infrastructure
projects. The SEIAA will set up groups with environmental specialists and
state officials to help with this.
Category A projects, i.e. those involving forest land, should be approved by
a committee appointed by the center.
The majority of the projects that SEIAA will clear will be Category B
projects. They do, however, make up the majority.
This comprises modest mining, building, and construction, small industries
projects. Projects that are 'less polluting' are included.
Concerns
The proposed system violates the Environment (Protection) Act. The goal
and focus are to complete the project in a short period of time.
While environmental clearances should focus on the environment's health,
how the project will affect the environment, and what can be done to reduce
the environmental losses caused by the project.

Climate Of India During 2021
On January 21, 2022, the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) released its
"Climate of India during 2021" report.
Highlights:
According to reports, the year 2021 was the fifth warmest in India since
national records began in 1901.
In 2021, India posted a loss of 1,750 lives due to extreme weather events.
With 350 deaths, Maharashtra was the worst-affected state.
Among extreme weather events, lightning and thunderstorms claimed the
most lives (787), followed by floods, heavy rains, and landslides, which
killed 759 people.
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In 2021, 172 people died as a result of cyclones in various states.
According to the report, 11 of the 15 hottest years in India occurred during
the last fifteen years, from 2007 to 2021.
The greatest warming was observed in 2016. The year reported a 0.71
degree Celsius increase above the "long period average (LPA)" based on the
1981-2010 period.
Based on 1961-2010 data, India's annual rainfall in 2021 was 105 percent of
its LPA
The southwest monsoon season rainfall in India as a whole was 'normal,' at
99 percent of LPA, while the northeast or post-monsoon season rainfall
(October-December) was 'above normal,' at 144 percent of LPA.
Mean Temperature
The annual mean land surface air temperature in India in 2021 was 0.44
degrees Celsius higher than the LPA.
Winter (January to February) with +0.78 degree C mean temperature
anomalies and post-monsoon (October to December) with +0.42 degree C
mean temperature anomalies were the main contributors to this warming.
Other seasons, such as pre-monsoon (March to May) and monsoon (June to
September), were also reported "above normal," with average temperature
oddities of +0.35 degrees C and +0.34 degree C, respectively.
During the period 1901-2021, the annual mean temperature in India
increased at a rate of 0.63 degrees Celsius per 100 years.
The rise in India's mean surface temperature appears to be synchronized with
the rise in the global mean surface temperature.
Standardized Precipitation Index
In its annual report, the IMD also gathered the Standardized Precipitation
Index (SPI). Based on precipitation, SPI is used to monitor drought
conditions.
The index is negative in dry conditions and positive in wet conditions.
The cumulative SPI values for the past twelve months of 2021 highlight
"extremely wet severely wet conditions" in parts of the A&N Islands, West
Bengal, Odisha, Bihar, Jharkhand, East Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,
Uttarakhand, Chandigarh, and Delhi, among other places.
"Extremely dry severely dry" conditions were reported in Arunachal
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Pradesh, Assam, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Mizoram, and Manipur, among
other places.

Digital Government Mission
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology established the Digital
Government Mission.
Highlights:
The mission will provide citizens with government services. The services
will be delivered using machine learning and artificial intelligence.
It incorporates automated processes. For example, a student applying for a
scholarship will receive an alert directly from the relevant department.
He or she is not required to inquire. It also makes food grains available to
the public through the public distribution system.
It includes driver license renewals as well as reminders to renew governmentissued documents.
The mission seeks to provide benefits to citizens before they inquire about a
scheme or subsidiary.
This is the next stage of e-government. The Indian government introduced egovernance 15 years ago.
It has since digitized taxable income, certificates, passports, land records,
and so on.
In addition, the Government of India will launch NODE in 2020. The
acronym NODE stands for National Open Digital Ecosystem.
Benefits
Previously, the Government of India and a number of state governments
launched initiatives to create a digital government service.
However, there is no common interface for bringing all of the services
together on a single platform.
The Digital Government Mission will address this issue by consolidating all
digital initiatives under one umbrella.

Amar Jawan Jyoti Merged With National War Memorial Flame
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The flame of the Amar Jawan Jyoti at Delhi's India Gate will be merged with the
flame of the adjacent National War Memorial on January 21, 2022, forward with
Republic Day.
Highlights:
The flame of the Amar Jawan Jyoti at Delhi's India Gate will be merged with
the flame of the adjacent National War Memorial on January 21, 2022,
forward with Republic Day.
The ceremony was presided over by Air Marshal Balabadhra Radha Krishna,
chief of the Integrated Defence Staff.
The decision to merge the two flames was made with the knowledge that the
flame at Amar Jawan Jyoti paid tribute to the martyrs of 1971, but none of
their identities are present there, whereas the names of all Indian martyrs
from all wars, such as 1971 and wars before and after it, are housed at the
National War Memorial.
So keeping the flame in the same place as the names will be a fitting tribute
to the martyrs. This will also eliminate the need to maintain two flames for
the same purpose.
This means that the flame at Amar Jawan Jyoti will be extinguished after 50
years of constant lightning.
Amar Jawan Jyoti:
The Amar Jawan Jyoti was officially launched by then-Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi on Republic Day in 1972.
The Amar Jawan Jyoti eternal flame was lit in remembrance of soldiers who
died during the 1971 Indo-Pakistan war.
National War Memorial:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated the National War Memorial on
February 25, 2019. The memorial's eternal torch burns inside the Amar
Chakra at the heart of the Smarak Stambh, the memorial's main pillar.
On granite tablets, the names of 25,942 soldiers have already been enshrined
in gold letters.

First Milk Village Of J&K - Jerri Hamlet
Jerri settlement in Reasi district was designated as the Union Territory's first 'Milk
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Village,' with 57 additional dairy farms sanctioned under the Integrated Dairy
Development Scheme (IDDS) for the hamlet.
Highlights:
The administration of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has
designated Jerri settlement in Reasi district as the first 'Milk Village' of the
Union Territory.
It was Also officially recognized 57 more dairy farms for the hamlet under
the Integrated Dairy Development Scheme (IDDS).
The village, which has 73 individual dairy units and 370 cows, will provide
financial security to the local farmers.
Following the village's designation as a 'Milk Village,' a total of 57 units
have indeed been approved under the IDDS.
Under the IDDS, dairy units with five animals receive a 50% subsidy.
Milking machine, bulk milk cooling unit at 50% subsidy (maximum Rs 5
lakh), paneer making machine, khoya making machine. Was included in the
scheme.
Also, Dahi making machine, cream separator, ice cream making machine,
butter and ghee making machine (maximum subsidy Rs 3. 5 lakh), milk van
(maximum subsidy Rs 2 lakh), milk ATM subsidy of Rs 5 lakh are included
in the scheme.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Deltacron Covid Variant Detected In Cyprus
Cyprus has discovered a new Covid variation known as 'Deltacron.'
Highlights:
Cyprus has discovered a novel variety known as "Deltacron," which shares
the same genetic basis as the Delta variant but contains 10 Omicron
mutations. In Cyprus, the variation has already harmed 25 persons.
Around 11 of the 25 samples taken in Cyprus were from people who had
been hospitalized due to the virus, while 14 were in the general public.
The new variety from the lineage known as B.1.640.2 is thought to have
infected 12 persons in the country.
Delta and Omicron coexisting have been proven to boost the odds of a new
variety due to gene exchange.
On January 7, the genomes of the 25 Deltacron cases have been sent to
GISAID, an international database that records virus alterations.
Deltacron could be a contaminated consequence rather than a true variation.
Deltacron infection is more common in Covid-19 patients who are
hospitalized than in non-hospitalized patients, ruling out the contamination
theory.
It's worth noting that Deltacron isn't a real name. Previously, the term
Delmicron was used to describe a mixture of Delta and Omicron.
These are not the WHO's official names. These aren't officially recognized
versions either.

Delhi: DTC Electric Bus
On January 17, 2022, Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal flagged off the primary
electric bus of the Delhi Transport Corporation.
Highlights
The E buses run on a 27 km long route. JBM Auto Limited manufactured
these buses.
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These electric buses are low-floor buses and fully air-conditioned.
These buses were acquired under the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of
Hybrid and Electric vehicles in India, FAME II.
The primary fleet of 300 buses is prepared, and the first couple of electric
buses run from Pragati Maidan to IP Depot.
It's a 27 km long route, covering places like ITO, Safdarjung, and Ashram
on its way.
This is often a prototype and is flagged off to see how long the batteries
within the bus last.
It'll also check for technical problems. After this test run, the remainder of
the buses within the fleet will be added.
Target
The Delhi government plans to release fifty more electric buses by February
2022.
The target is to feature fifty electric buses per month.
The Delhi Government will launch 2,300 electric buses within the pipeline
set earlier. Of these, 1,300 are to be procured by the DTC.
The remainder of the thousand is to work under the cluster scheme.
The Delhi Government is to put charging stations within the bus depots. The
charging stations are to be inbuilt in a phased manner.
Hybrid Depots
Apart from the charging stations, the Delhi Transport Corporation also will
build hybrid bus depots.
These depots are a mixture of CNG (compressed natural gas) buses and
electric buses.
They're established in Bawana, Hasanpur, Rajghat depot, and Subhash Place
depot.

Asteroid 1994 PC1 Passed By Earth
On January 18, 2022, the asteroid 1994 PC1 will pass close to Earth. It will fly by
at 1.2 million miles per hour.
Highlights:
This is equivalent to five times the distance between the moon and the Earth.
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As a result, the asteroid will cause no harm to the Earth.
"7482" is another name for it. Its length exceeds one kilometer. This equates
to 3,450 feet. The Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, stands 2,722 feet
tall.
The asteroid travels at a speed of 45,000 miles per hour. It's a rocky asteroid.
It has been classified as a potentially hazardous asteroid as well as a nearEarth object.
It orbits the sun at a distance of 0.9 to 1.8 AU. It follows an elliptic orbit.
The asteroid's rotation period is 2.599 hours per light curve analysis.
The light curve tracks the intensity of light emitted by a celestial body.
Observation
It was discovered in 1997 by Goldstone radar.
The Goldstone Observatory can be found in the Mojave Desert.
It primarily follows NASA's space missions.
Asteroid 1994 PC1
The unnamed minor planet 1994 PC1 is an asteroid. Minor planets are
celestial bodies that orbit the sun directly.
Minor planets, as opposed to moons, revolve around the sun. They're not a
planet or a comet. Asteroids, main-belt asteroids, near-earth objects, distant
minor planets such as trans Neptunian objects, and centaurs are included.
Furthermore, most of the celestial bodies in the Kuiper belt are minor
planets. Ceres was the first minor planet discovered. It was founded in the
year 1801.
Asteroid 1994 PC1 is of the type S. These asteroids are composed of
siliceous minerals, primarily silica.
S type asteroids account for approximately 17% of all asteroids in the solar
system. The C type, or carbonaceous, is the most common.

Antarctica Icefish Breeding Colony Discovered
Deep-sea scientists discovered an icefish breeding colony in Antarctica's Weddell
Sea. The icefish's scientific name is Neopagrtopsis ionah.
Highlights:
In February 2021, the species was discovered. Their breeding nests, on the
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other hand, were only recently discovered.
The ice fish's blood is transparent in color. They have no red blood cells.
They lack hemoglobin, which is required to transport oxygen.
It's a form of evolutionary adaptation as they take in oxygen via their skin
and have enormous hearts. They were discovered at depths ranging from 90
to 200 meters.
IceFish Nests
The nests were a foot across. Each nest contained thousands of eggs. Until
the eggs hatch, the males protect the nests from predators such as starfish.
The males also tidy the nests from time to time. They clean the nests with
their elongated jaw. A single male ice fish guards each nest.
Sixty million active nests are covering 92 sq miles in the Antarctic sea. This
is the world's largest discovered fish breeding colony.
These nests contained 60,000 tonnes of fish biomass. The nests are more
than three-quarters of a meter in length.
The scientists found another patch of nests about 31 miles away from the
current breeding site.
Those nests had been abandoned. Corals and sponges have taken over these
spaces. The ice fish nests were discovered in a warm body of water.
The scientists found this to be unusual and strange. The water temperature
here has been 35 degrees Fahrenheit.

New Jupiter-like Exoplanet Discovered
A group of scientists recently discovered a new planet, the size of Jupiter, 379 lightyears away and 105 times denser than the earth. The planet is named TOI-2180 b.
Highlights:
The planet takes 261 days to orbit its star. The temperature on the surface is
76 degrees Celsius.
It is denser than that of the earth, but it is also denser than Jupiter. Helium
and hydrogen make up the planet.
There are rings and moons on the planet. In 24 hours, it fades by half a
percent.
The identified planet is a gas giant exoplanet. Jupiter, Neptune, Uranus, and
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Saturn are the gas giants of our solar system.
Because of their highly volatile components, Uranus and Neptune are now
classified as ice giants.
Hydrogen and helium make up the gas giant planets, so there is no solid
substance in the gas giants, full of gaseous swirls.
TOI-2180
With the help of a NASA telescope, Tom Jacobs discovered the exoplanet.
Tom also used TESS to discover the planet.
The TESS (Transitioning Exoplanet Survey Satellite) is a satellite that is
transitioning from one mission to another. It's part of NASA's Explorer
program.
It takes 261 days for the new planet to orbit its star. Exoplanets don't
generally have such a long duration of revolution.
In addition, the revolution period is shortened due to its length. Jupiter is
three times the size of this planet.
Jupiter completes one trip around the sun in twelve Earth years! Saturn's
revolution takes 29 Earth years to complete.
In addition, the new planet is hotter than our solar system's outer planets. It
is, nevertheless, unusually calm compared to other exoplanets identified thus
far.

Oldest Human Fossils - Omo I
According to a recent study, Omo Kibish I is one of the world's oldest Homo
sapiens fossils, maybe 35,000 years older than previously thought.
Highlights:
The study dated the fossils using volcanic ash, which had a 22,000-year
margin of error.
Omo Kibish I was discovered for the first time in Ethiopia in 1967.
It was hard to date directly because it only comprised bone and skull
fragments. As a result, specialists were divided about their age for a long
time.
Geologists examined the layer of rock close beneath the results in 2005.
Omo, I was found to be at least 195,000 years old.
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That made the fossil at minimum that old, if not the oldest ever uncovered.
There was, however, a great deal of ambiguity.
The age of the fossils was determined by examining the layers of ash formed
on them.
To get a more specific date, examine the heavy layers of ash. It was
practically impossible before since the ash was so fine.
However, the scientists were able to trace the ash layer to an eruption of the
Shala volcano due to the availability of more precise technologies.
Significance
Omo I's new minimum age is in line with the most modern ideas of human
evolution.
The study also takes it closer to the age assigned to the oldest Homo sapiens
fossils discovered in Morocco in 2017.
Moroccan relics have been dated to 300,000 years ago. Omo I seems to be
the only fossil exhibiting all of modern man's morphological traits.
Omo-Kibish I
Omo skeletons are made up of hominin bones.
They were discovered in Omo Kibish sites along the Omo River, which
flows through Omo National Park in Ethiopia's south-western region
between 1967 and 1974.
Omo I was given remains from Kamoya's Hominid Site (KHS), whereas
Omo II was given remains from Paul I. Abell's Hominid Site (PHS).
Fossils discovered in Morocco's Jebel Irhoud are the earliest evidence
presented for anatomically modern humans as of 2017. They were around
360,000 years old.
To identify Homo sapiens from deceased archaic human species, the names
early modern human (EMH) and anatomically modern human (AMH) are
employed.
This distinction is critical for times and places when anatomically modern
and archaic people coexisted.
Homo sapiens remains discovered at the Omo-Kibish I archaeological site in
Ethiopia is among the oldest fossils known.

Antimicrobial Resistance Study
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Antimicrobial resistance is now the greatest cause of death, according to a new
Lancet study. It has overtaken both HIV and malaria in terms of prevalence.
Highlights:
According to the study, antimicrobial resistance affected more than 1.27
million individuals worldwide in 2019. This is higher than the number of
people who died from malaria or HIV.
Antimicrobial resistance is particularly prevalent in low and middle-income
nations.
Antimicrobial resistance was responsible for 1.27 million of the world's 4.95
million fatalities in 2019. Malaria claimed the lives of 640,000 people. AIDS
claimed the lives of 860,000 people.
The researchers looked at 23 distinct types of bacteria that cause sickness.
Only six of these caused 3.57 million deaths.
Antibiotics, which are used as the first line of defense, failed in 70% of the
cases, resulting in death.
Fluoroquinolones were among them. Lactams, for example, is a type of beta.
Antibiotics are commonly used to treat infections such as bone infections,
lung infections, and urinary tract infections.
AntiMicrobial Resistance
It is a condition wherein the disease-causing microbes such as bacteria, the
virus becomes resistant to drugs.
The drugs and antibiotics taken are no longer killing them. The microbial
resistances are life-threatening.
As the microbes are gaining resistance, doctors increase the dosage.
Powerful doses do kill the microbes.
But they also affect the human body cells. And organs begin to defunct.
Human bodies cannot take antibiotics after a certain level.
Causes
People do not finish their antibiotic treatment. They feel better after one or
two days and quit taking the medications.
Assume a person has a cold and a fever. He starts an antibiotic regimen,
which entails taking antibiotics for five days.
He feels much better after two days. Only a few germs are eliminated in two
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days. This is why he is in a better mood.
In his body, there are more microorganisms that are progressively dying. He
must finish his course in order to flush out all of the microorganisms.
If he stops, the bacteria that is slowly dying comes back to life after two
days. They return, having developed resistance to the drugs that had
attempted to kill him.

New Species Of Rainfrog Named After Greta Thunberg
Greta Thunberg, a Swedish environmental activist, has been named after a new
species of rain frog discovered in the Panamanian jungle.
Highlights:
Pristimantis gretathunbergae, or more colloquially, Pristimantis
gretathunbergae, is the scientific name for this species.
Greta Thunberg, a Swedish environmental activist, has been named after a
new species of rain frog discovered in the Panamanian jungle.
Pristimantis gretathunbergae, or the Greta Thunberg Rainfrog, is the
scientific name for this species.
The frog was discovered in 2012 and was thought to be a member of the
already classified Pristimantis family.
According to the scientific journal Zookeys, recent DNA analysis confirmed
that the frog is a new species.
An international group of biologists led by doctors Abel Batista of Panama
and Konrad Mebert of Switzerland discovered the new specimen of the
tropical amphibian in Cerro Chucant, a private reserve in the province of
Darin.
It was named after Greta Thunberg after the conservation nonprofit The
Rainforest Trust held an auction in which the winner was given the
opportunity to name new species.
The frog was discovered at a reserve set up by the conservation organization
AdoptaBosque with the help of Rainforest Trust.
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ENVIRONMENT
Collarwali Tigress Passed Away
The Collarwali tigress died recently in India's Pench Tiger Reserve. It died as a
result of old age.
Highlights:
The State of Madhya Pradesh's Forest Department performed the last rites.
The tigress died when she was 16 years old.
In 2005, the Collarwali tigress was born. She was instrumental in increasing
the tiger inhabitants in the Pench Tiger Reserve.
During her lifetime, she gave birth to 29 cubs. Only 25 of the 29 pubs
survived. Collarwali tigress managed to give birth to three pubs in 2005.
They did not make it.
She gave birth to four cubs in 2018, and this was her last time delivering
pubs. She gave birth to five pubs in 2010. Tigresses who have more than 3
or 4 pubs are extremely rare.
As a result, she was dubbed "Supermum." She was also referred to as
"mataram," which means "respected mother."
The tigress was wearing a collar to track their movements in the jungle. She
is the first tigress in the Pench Tiger Reserve to be fitted with a collar.
The collars are worn when tigers are transported from one habitat to another
and introduced into a new forest area.
Still, the tigress was a resident of the Pench Tiger Reserve and was not
introduced from elsewhere.
The tigress rose to prominence after appearing in a BBC documentary titled
"Spy in the Jungle."
She went on to become one of India's most well-known tigers due to this
documentary. For two years, the documentary followed the lives of 4 of her
cubs.
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BILLS & ACTS
State Employment Of Local Candidates Act - Haryana
In 2020, the State Employment Of Local Candidates Act was passed. The act
ensures that 75% of jobs are reserved for state citizens.
Highlights:
Haryana's in-migration has been on the rise recently. These migrants are
primarily vying for low-wage jobs.
Haryana's net in-migration between 2002 and 2011 was eight lakhs,
according to the 2011 census.
Haryana was the state with the fourth-largest in-migration. Maharashtra,
Gujarat, and Delhi were the first three.
The statute covers all partnership firms, corporations, trusts, societies, and
anyone who employs ten or more people.
State and federal governments are excused from the statute. The statute will
be in effect for ten years until 2030.
Employers in the region should give local candidates 75 percent of the jobs.
These are occupations with a payment of up to Rs 50,000. Employers should
create a portal for all of their employees to register on.
If no qualified local candidates have the relevant skills, firms might apply
for an exception. The Deputy Commissioner assesses this exception.
The claim can be accepted or rejected by the DC. He can even order the
business to provide the candidate with official training.
Problems
All citizens have fundamental rights under the constitution. This includes the
right to equality, the freedom to engage in any occupation, and the ability to
live in any state or region of the country.
Discrimination based on birth, caste, sex, and other factors is also prohibited
under fundamental rights. However, the country's states can make
concessions to help the country's most vulnerable and economically
disadvantaged citizens.
The statute makes private institutions subject to required provisions. This
infringes on the freedom to conduct business in any section of the country.
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The statute established a system based on residence. This is another breach
of Article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (2).
Discrimination based on birthplace is prohibited under Article 16 (2).
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DEFENCE
PASSEX Exercise In Arabian Sea
The Indian Navy and the Russian Navy are participating in the PASSEX exercise in
the Arabian Sea.
Highlights:
The Indian Navy and the Russian Navy conducted PASSEX exercises in the
Arabian Sea port of Cochin.
The Indian Navy's INS Kochi, a guided-missile destroyer designed and built
in India, took part in the test. RFS Admiral Tributs represented the Russian
Federation Navy.
Two other Russian naval ships were also present: the Russian Naval Missile
Cruiser Varyag and the Russian Tanker Boris Butoma.
The exercise would include tactical maneuvers, cross-deck helicopter
operations, and seamanship activities to demonstrate the two navies'
cohesiveness and interoperability.
These exercises will include advanced exterior and anti-submarine counterinsurgency exercises, weapon firings, seamanship exercises, and helicopter
operations, according to Navy officials.
These exercises are conducted on a regular basis with units of friendly
foreign navies, while visiting each other's ports or during a rendezvous at
sea, according to Navy officials.

Raksha Pension Shikayat Nivaran Portal Set By Defence Ministry
Raksha Pension Shikayat Nivaran Portal is established by the Ministry of Defense.
Highlights:
Rajnath Singh, the Defence Minister, has established a web Raksha Pension
Shikayat Nivaran Portal to address ex-(ESM) servicemen's and their
dependents' pension-related issues.
On the occasion of Armed Forces Veterans Day, he noted that the portal will
allow them to directly file concerns with the Department of Ex-Servicemen
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Welfare (DESW).
The ministry also announced that the DESW has allocated Rs 320 crore to
the Armed Forces Flag Day Fund (AFFDF) to address all backlogs of
pending welfare applications, particularly schooling and marriage awards for
ESM widows and dependant children.
During the period April 2021 to December 2021, the Directorate General of
Resettlement issued 22,278 job letters to civilian life ESMs in the
government sector/PSUs/banks and private sector, including 7,898 job
letters to newly retired/first-time entrants.

New Combat Uniform For Indian Army
The Indian Army is to supply new uniforms to quite 12 lakh military personnel.
Highlights
Unlike the old Uniform, the new Uniform features a combat T-shirt
underneath.
The previous Uniform has been in use since 2008. The new Uniform has an
equivalent color to the older one, earthen shades and green.
The pattern is a digital and sunshine, sturdy, and breathable fabric. The
material was chosen considering the military men's various terrains to cross
and serve.
The cotton to the polyester ratio of the material is 70:30. This makes it easier
to wear in hot and humid conditions.
Compared to the old Uniform, the new Uniform is 15% lighter and 23%
stronger.
It is a distinct identifying feature and quickly differentiates them from
civilians. It brings togetherness, discipline, and conformity among the
personnel.
The other army uniforms, like ceremonial and peace area uniforms, aren't
being changed.
Components
The army men won't tuck away the new Uniform like the older uniforms.
The shirt to be worn over the T-shirt is named jacket.
The jacket has top angular pockets. It also has lower pockets with a vertical
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opening.
Each other pocket on the left sleeve and knife pleats are located within the
back.
The jacket also has improved quality buttons and a pen holder on the left
forearm.
The trousers of the Uniform are double-layered at the groin. They're
adjustable at the waist with buttons and elasticity.
The perimeter of the caps is adjustable. The military logo printed on the caps
is higher than the previous Uniform.
No separate uniform for the lady's officers. However, the Uniform has been
designed considering the wants and luxury of the woman personnel.
It was designed by twelve designers from the National Institute of Fashion
Technology.
It included seven professors and three students, and also two alumni.
4Cs And QR code
While designing and developing the Uniform, the designers adopted a 4C
approach.
The approach is Comfort, Climate, camouflage, and confidentiality.
The major drawback of the older Uniform is that its material was standard
and simply available within the market.
Therefore, military men can easily buy from outside the market.
The new Uniform carries a QR code and also a barcode. This maintains the
individuality of the Uniform.
Army Day
The new Uniform was unveiled by the Chief of Indian Army, General F R
Roy Bucher. It had been unveiled during the military day celebrations.
Per annum, the Indian Army Day is widely known on January 15.
On January 15, 1949, General KM Cariappa took over because of the first
Indian Commanderinchief of the Indian Army.
Military Day is widely known within the country to honor this event. Also,
it's celebrated to honor the courageous army men like Cariappa serving the
country.

Operation Sard Hawa Launched By BSF
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Operation Sard Hawa is launched by the Border Security Force (BSF), increasing
border surveillance along the Pakistani border as part of the operation.
Highlights:
It is typically launched near the Rajasthan border, particularly in the
Jaisalmer region. It is a yearly rite of passage, which will be available in
January.
Operation Sard Hawa is carried out in the winter, while Operation Garam
Hawa is carried out in the summer.
These operations are managed to hold to control border infiltration. During
the winter, thick fog obscures vision in the border area.
This scenario makes it extremely easy for terrorist groups to cross the
border. During this season, it is critical for security forces to remain vigilant.
For this reason, the BSF performs Operation Sard Hawa during the winter.
This year's Operation Sard Hawa will take place respectively 23 -28 January.
The operation is also being launched to keep a close eye on things and
improve security in the run-up to the Republic Day celebrations.
Officers and personnel remain close to the border. Patrolling occurs on a
regular basis. During the operation, the intelligence wing remains active.
The number of soldiers stationed along the border has been increased.
Soldiers with advanced weapons patrol the areas near police stations.
In addition, the Jawans patrol the border areas on camels and by foot. They
also keep an eye out for trespassers on the street.
Recently, there has been a decrease in ceasefire violations along the borders.
During such times, the Pakistani army attacks India through proxy wars.
As a result, the border security force must maintain a high level of alertness.
Operation Garam Hawa
This is held in the summer. This festival is also held in Rajasthan. During a
heatwave, the likelihood of infiltration increases.
The Border Security Force is in charge of this operation, as well as
Operation Sard Hawa. It is usually held in May or June when the heat is at
its peak.
It reinforces and reinforces the Border Security Force and its border
activities.
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India Test Fires BrahMos Supersonic Cruise Missile
The BrahMos supersonic cruise missile was successfully test-fired from the
Integrated Test Range, Chandipur, off the coast of Odisha, with enhanced
indigenous content and improved performance.
Highlights:
Brahmos Aerospace carried out the launch in close collaboration with
the Defence Research and Development Organisation.
All range instrumentation sensors, including telemetry, radar, and
electro-optical tracking systems placed throughout the eastern coast and
downrange ships, observed this flight test.
On January 20, 2022, Brahmos was successfully test-fired from the
Integrated Test Range, Chandipur, off the coast of Odisha.
The flight test is a significant step forward for the BrahMos program.
All mission goals were attained as the highly agile missile glided at
supersonic speed for its maximum range.
The powerful, very adaptable BrahMos has been regularly upgraded by
BrahMos Aerospace, a joint venture between DRDO and NPO
Mashinostroyeniya, Russia, to boost its efficacy and lethality against
marine and land targets.
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PERSONS
Mrs. America Shaylyn Ford Becomes Mrs. World 2022
Mrs. America Shaylyn Ford is crowned as the Mrs. World 2022 In Nevada, Las
Vegas.
Highlights:
Mrs. World 2022 was won by Shaylyn Ford, who is 37 years old. Kate
Schneider of Ireland, the outgoing queen, crowned her. Mrs. Jordan Jaclyn
Stapp and Mrs.
UAE Debanjali Kamstra came in second and third, respectively.
Shaylyn Ford, who represented the United States in the pageant, defeated 57
other women worldwide to win the title.
Mrs. World has been awarded to an American representative for the eighth
time.
Shaylyn Ford is from Granville, Ohio, in the United States. On November
19, 2021, she earned the annual Mrs. American pageant.
She is an experienced makeup artist who has worked in various settings,
including movie sets and make-a-wish foundations.
She has three children and has been wedded to her preacher husband for
seven years.
She also works as a charity director and volunteers to provide services to
families with special needs.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Winners Of "National Start-up Awards 2021"
The winners of the "National Start-up Awards 2021" were declared by the
Government of India, which honored 46 start-ups for their contributions in their
various industries.
Highlights:
The government also presented the prize to incubation and an accelerator
during the occasion.
The National Start-up Awards were held for the second time this year.
From farming to animal husbandry, enterprise technology to fintech,
applications were sought from 15 industries and 49 sub-sectors.
The Ministry received a total of 2,177 applications from start-ups in 49 subsectors. For the ecosystem enablers categories, 53 incubators and 6
accelerators submitted applications.
There were 863 women-led start-ups and 253 start-ups working in India's
rural areas.
The goal of the National Start-up Awards is to recognize start-ups that
contribute to economic vitality by fostering innovation and stimulating
competition.
It consists of the following start-ups in the following areas:
That creates new goods or solutions;
That operates scalable businesses with a strong potential for income creation
or job creation;
That has a measurable social effect.
Winners
Naffa Innovations Private Limited, based in Bengaluru, was named the
champion in the fintech category's financial inclusion sub-sector.
ToneTag, as the company is often known, was established in 2013. It
enables mobile payments without the internet, utilizing sound and near-field
communication (NFC).
Umbo Idtech Private Limited, another winner in the fintech category's
insurance sub-sector, took home the prize.
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This company was created in the year 2018. It has developed a full-stack
platform that allows its clients to distribute insurance across several
channels.
Sagar Defence was awarded the winner in the Robotics sub-sector. Mridul
Babbar and Nikunj Parashar launched it in 2015.
The company creates unmanned marine vehicles, aerial vehicles, and
autonomous navigation systems.
Frontier Markets, based in Jaipur, was recognized in women-led start-ups.
Ajaita Singh started it in 2011.
Six parameters were used to decide the winners:
Innovation
Scalability
Economic impact
Social impact
Environmental impact, and
inclusiveness and diversity.

Mrs. World 2022: Best National Costume Award Won By Navdeep Kaur
Navdeep Kaur of India is the winner of the Best National Costume award at the
Mrs. World 2022 pageant.
Highlights:
Navdeep Kaur of India has received the Best National Costume award in the
renowned Mrs. World 2022 contest in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Mrs. India World 2021 was her title, and she represented the nation at Mrs.
World 2022. Navdeep comes from a small town near Rourkela, Odisha's
Steel City.
Kundalini Chakra, which "symbolizes the passage of force in chakras of the
human from the bottom to the backbone up through the crown," inspired the
"avant garde" ensemble.
The "mystical serpent native to India" was represented with cobra
decorations on the shoulder, and the golden color was chosen to indicate
novelty, power, and grandeur.
Navdeep Kaur:
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Mrs. India 2020 21 Navdeep Kaur brought glory to the country when she has
crowned Mrs. India.
Kaur graduated with a bachelor's degree in computer science engineering
and a master's degree in business administration (MBA).
According to Odisha Bytes, she had earlier worked as an assistant manager
in banks and then as an associate professor.
Navdeep Kaur has never competed in a pageant before.
Despite this, she was determined to make it in the fashion industry. She is
married for 7 years and has a six-year-old child.

India: First UNDP Youth Climate Champion
Prajakta Koli, a content creator, and artist has been named India's first UNDP
Youth Climate Champion.
Highlights:
She was awarded the honor as a result of her collaboration with the UNDP.
Her title was bestowed to her in recognition of her contributions to mental
health, female child education, and women's rights through different
international social movements.
Because the tremors of these issues are being felt by all sections of society,
including poor and marginalized communities, Prajakta will now be
entrusted with interacting with young minds in order to raise awareness on
issues such as global warming, climate crisis, biodiversity loss, and their
impacts, as part of her responsibilities.
Prajakta Koli
Prajakta Koli, better known by her YouTube channel "Mostlysane," is an
Indian YouTuber and actress.
She creates comedic videos, focusing on observational comedy in everyday
circumstances. Prajakta Koli has previously spoken out against body
shaming and online bullying with her song "Shameless" as part of her
campaign #iPledgeToBeMe.
In 2016, on World Mental Health Day, the campaign was launched. She
represents YouTube's 'Creators For Change' project as a worldwide
ambassador.
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She is well-known for bringing attention to trolling, homophobia, and
female subordination with her "No Offence Campaign."
On International Tolerance Day, her "No Offense Campaign" was featured
at the United Nations offices in New York.
She participated in three initiatives and social cause partnerships in 2018:
the first was with YouTube for the Social Impact Girl's Education
campaign,
the second was with Instagram for their Safer Internet Week
campaign,
and the third was with One.org for their Girl Education campaign.
She was invited to the "annual Goalkeepers Summit" by the "Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation" in 2019.
She joined Google's Impact Challenge in 2021, which provides awards to
non-profits working to reduce economic inequity for girls and women.
UNDP
The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) was founded in 1965
by the United Nations. The company's headquarters are in New York City.
The organization assists countries in eradicating poverty and attaining longterm economic growth and human development.
It is the United Nations' largest development aid agency, with operations in
170 countries.
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SPORTS
World First Deaf T20 Cricket Championship 2023
The AISCD has been granted permission to host the first World Deaf T20 Cricket
Championship in 2023.
Highlights:
The International Committee of Sports for the Deaf (ICSD) has given the All
India Sports Council of the Deaf permission to hold the first World Deaf
T20 Cricket Championship in Kerala from January 10 to 20, 2023.
This championship was supposed to take place in 2020-21, but owing to a
coronavirus outbreak, it was delayed first to 2022, then to 2023.
The tournament is projected to attract at least eight countries, and it will be
the first time that such an international event is staged in India with the
consent of the ICSD."
The AISCD is the only deaf national sports federation recognized by the
Centre, and the ICSD is the only international organization recognized by
the International Olympic Committee as the ruling body of the deaf sports
movement and Deaflympics.
The International Committee of Deaf Sports is a non-profit organization that
promotes deaf sports around the world Founded in 1924.
The International Committee of Sports for the Deaf has its headquarters in
Maryland, USA, and its president is Rebecca Adam.

Ten Athletes Added To The TOPS List
Ten more athletes have been added to the TOPS list by Mission Olympic Cell.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports' Mission Olympic Cell has added
ten athletes to the roster of athletes who would get assistance there under the
Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS).
There are a total of ten new entrants, five of whom are in the Core group and
five in the Development group.
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The overall number of athletes participating in TOPS has risen to 301, with
107 in the Core group and 294 in the Development group.
TOPS (Target Olympic Podium Scheme) is a Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports flagship program that began in September 2014 and was updated in
April 2018.
Core Group Athletes:
Aditi Ashok (Golf)
Fouaad Mirza (Horse Rider/ Equestrian)
Anirban Lahiri (Golf)
Diksha Dagar (Golf)
Mohammed Arif Khan (Alpine Skiier )
Development Group:
Shubhankar Sharma (Golf)
Tvesa Malik (Golf)
Yash Ghangas (Judo)
Unnati Sharma (Judo)
Linthoi Chanambam (Judo)

Tata Replaces Vivo As IPL Title Sponsor
The Tata Group has taken over as the IPL title sponsor from Chinese smartphone
company Vivo.
Highlights:
The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has announced that
Tata Group has taken over as a major sponsor of the Indian Premier
League (IPL) for the 2022 and 2023 seasons.
It replaced Chinese mobile phone makers Vivo. For the next two
seasons, the multinational company will pay Rs. 300 crore as the IPL's
headline sponsor.
This is almost 60% less what Vivo would have paid. After the military
standoff in Galwan Valley between India and China in 2020, Vivo
stepped down as an IPL sponsor.
Dream11, a mobile gaming platform, had stood in as title sponsor for a
year at the time. Vivo returned in 2021 and doing so again this year.
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In 1868, Jamsetji Tata established the Tata Group in Mumbai.
Natarajan Chandrasekaran is the Chairman of the Board of Tata Sons.

India Open Title Winners For Badminton
On January 16, 2022, India's Lakshya Sen won his first Super 500 championship by
winning the "Yonex-Sunrise India Open."
Highlights:
In the men's singles final, he defeated defending world champion Loh Kean
Yew of Singapore in a surprising straight-game triumph.
Lakshya, 20, had previously won his first world championships medal, a
bronze, in Spain in December 2021.
He put in a strong showing in the summit match, winning 24-22, 21-17. The
battle lasted 54 minutes.
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty defeated 3 reigning champions,
Mohammad Ahsan and Hendra Setiawan, from Indonesia in the doubles
final.
The two are India's first men's team to win the Yonex-Sunrise India Open. In
Thailand, the world no. 10 Indian duo won their first Super 500 tournament.
India Open
The India Open is a yearly badminton tournament held in India. Since 2008,
it's been held in India.
It's an international badminton tournament on the BWF World Tour Super
500 Grade. The event was first held in Hyderabad in 2007 but was
postponed due to the explosions in the city.
The India Open was categorized as a Grand Prix Gold tournament for the
first three seasons.
In 2011, it was upgraded to a BWF superseries tournament. The event was
conducted yearly at the Siri Fort Sports Centre in New Delhi from 2011 to
2019.
Since 2018, the BWF has classified the India Open as one of 7 BWF World
Tour Super 500 events.
Badminton World Federation
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The BWF is the worldwide governing body for badminton, as recognized by
the International Olympic Committee.
The International Badminton Federation (IBF) was created in 1934 and
consists of nine member countries: Canada, England, Denmark, Ireland,
France, New Zealand, Netherlands, Wales, and Scotland.
In 1981, the International Badminton Federation united with the World
Badminton Federation, and in September 2006, renamed to Badminton
World Federation

Tasnim Mir: Rank One Badminton U-19 Girls Singles Worldwide
Tasnim Mir became the World's No. 1 in the U-19 Girls Singles Badminton event.
Highlights:
With 10,810 pts in the recent Badminton World Federation (BWF) Junior
rankings, Tasnim Mir became the first Indian to achieve World No. 1 in the
Under-19 (U-19) Girls Singles category.
Mariia Golubeva of Russia and Lucia Rodriguez of Spain are her
competitors. In 2021, she won three Junior International Tournaments in
Bulgaria, France, and Belgium, propelling her to the top of the rankings.
The Badminton World Federation was established on July 5, 1934.
The headquarters of the Badminton World Federation is in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, and the President of the Badminton World Federation is Poul-Erik
Hyer Larsen.
Lakshya Sen, Siril Verma, and Aditya Joshi are the World No. 1 Boys'
Singles players.
At the age of 14, she earned the national junior champion (U-19) title, as
well as national titles in the under-13, under-15, and under-19 girls' singles
categories.
The 16-year-old from Gujarat was recognized for her outstanding
performance last year when she won three junior international competitions
and jumped three positions to the top of the junior global rankings.

The 9th Edition Of Women National Ice Hockey Championship
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The 9th Women's National Ice Hockey Championship-2022 officially begins.
Highlights:
The 9th Women's National Ice Hockey Championship-2022 was launched in
Himachal Pradesh at the Ice Skating Rink in Kaza, Lahaul Spiti district.
For the first time in the state, a national-level ice hockey competition and
development site is being held.
This mega event is being attended by teams from Himachal Pradesh,
Telengana, Ladakh, ITBP Ladakh, Chandigarh, and Delhi.
The Championship was inaugurated by the state's Chief Minister, Jai Ram
Thakur.
This is the first time the state has hosted a National Level Ice Hockey
Competition and Development Camp.
The State Youth Services and Sports Department, in cooperation with the
Ladakh Women Ice Hockey Foundation, organized the first Basic Ice
Hockey ten-day Coaching Camp in Kaza in 2019.
The State Government already has announced the establishment of a HighAltitude Sports Center in Kaza at a cost of Rs. 16 crore.

The Best FIFA Football Awards 2021 Presented By FIFA
The FIFA Best FIFA Football Awards are given out by FIFA (Federation
Internationale de Football Association).
Highlights:
It was given for the first time in 2017. It brought back the FIFA World
Player of the Year award, given out by FIFA until 2015.
Brazilian players have won most FIFA awards, including the recently
introduced Best FIFA Football Awards and the FIFA World Player Awards.
Other players from France, Portugal, and Italy frequently win FIFA awards.
FIFA, a nonprofit organization, is the world's governing body for futsal,
football, and beach soccer.
Futsal is a sport that is played on a hard court. It's a miniature football game.
It is related to five-a-side football and indoor soccer.
Best FIFA Football Awards 2021
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Best Player in the world (men): Robert Lewandowski
Best Player in the world (women): Alexia Putellas
Special best Men award: Cristiano Ronaldo
Best Goalkeeper (men): Edouard Mendy
FIFA Puskas Award: Erik Lamela
Best Coach (men): Thomas Tuchel
FIFA World Player of the year
It is the forerunner to the Best FIFA Football Awards and was presented
around 1991 and 2015.
Captains, coaches, and media representatives chose the best player
nominees.
Marta, a Brazilian player who has five times, won the award, was the
award's youngest recipient. Ronaldo was yet another young player to receive
the award. He was 20 years old when he received it.

AFC Women's football Asian Cup 2022 To Be Hosted By India
The AFC Women's Football Asian Cup India 2022 will be held in Mumbai, Navi
Mumbai, and Pune beginning on January 20, 2022.
Highlights:
Twelve teams will compete for the trophy during the tournament.
The AFC Women's Asian Cup India will also serve as the final stage of
Asian qualification for the FIFA Women's World Cup, held in Australia and
New Zealand in 2023.
Five teams will directly qualify for the main event, while two will advance
to the inter-confederation play-offs.
Japan is the defending Women's Asian Cup champion, having won it in
2018.
Hosts India has been assigned to Group A, including China, Chinese Taipei,
and Iran. Australia, Thailand, the Philippines, and Indonesia have been
assigned to Group B.
Japan, the defending champion, is in Group C with South Korea, Vietnam,
and Myanmar.
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Sania Mirza To Retire After 2022 Season
Sania Mirza, India's most accomplished female tennis player, has announced that
she will retire from the sport at the end of 2022.
Highlights:
In 2013, the 35-year-old had previously withdrawn from singles events.
Sania has six Grand Slam singles, doubles, and mixed doubles titles to her
credit.
Her most recent highlight occurred on September 26, 2021, when she won
the Ostrava Open in women's doubles with Chinese partner Shuai Zhang.
Sania Mirza is an Indian professional tennis player who was born on
November 15, 1986. She is a former world No. 1 in doubles and has six
Grand Slam wins to her credit.
She was named India's No. 1 player by the Women's Tennis Association
from 2003 till her retirement from singles in 2013.
She is India's highest-ranked female player, having reached world No. 27 in
mid-2007. However, a significant wrist injury prompted her to retire from
singles and concentrate on doubles.
He has set a number of records for women's tennis in her home country,
including earning more than $1 million in her career (in total, over $6.9
million), winning a singles WTA title, and winning three Grand Slam titles
(three each in women's doubles and mixed doubles), as well as qualifying for
(and winning) the WTA Finals in 2014 with Cara Black, and defending the
title the following year with Martina Hingis.
In October 2005, Time named Mirza one of the "50 Heroes of Asia." Mirza
was selected to The Economic Times' list of "33 women who made India
proud" in March 2010.
On November 25, 2013, she was named the UN Women's Goodwill
Ambassador for South Asia during a ceremony commemorating the
International Day to End Violence Against Women.
She was selected to Time magazine's 2016 list of the world's 100 most
powerful people.

Security Concerns In Chinese Olympics App
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Amid concerns about cybersecurity in the Chinese Olympics App, National
Olympic Committees (NOC) are going to advise athletes from some Western
nations to leave personal devices at home or use temporary phones during the
Winter Games in Beijing.
Highlights:
NOCs will provide temporary devices to their athletes and staff in order to
eliminate security risks and combat any surveillance during Games.
The Games will be held in Beijing, China, from February 4 to February 20.
MY2022 app
All attendees will use the MY2022 app to track their health, particularly
covid-19 on a daily basis. It does, however, have security flaws.
The app does not provide file encryption and has security flaws, leaving
users vulnerable to data breaches.
United States Olympic And Paralympic Committee
According to the United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee, it
should be presumed that every text, online visit, email, and application
access can be compromised or monitored.
The advisory recommends renting or using disposable laptops and phones
while in Beijing, as well as deleting all data from personal devices before
and after travel.
It also advises members to install virtual private networks (VPNs) on their
devices before departing the United States.
It adds that, while safeguards are in place to protect their systems and data,
there should be "no expectation of privacy, data security, or privacy while
they operate in China."
Other Countries
The Canadian Olympic Committee also advised members to leave personal
devices at home and to be extra cautious, as the Olympics provided a unique
opportunity for cybercrime.
Swiss and Swedish committees will provide new devices to their teams and
have briefed them on cybersecurity measures.
The British Olympic Association also provided athletes and staff with
practical advice on how to bring personal devices to Beijing.
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Athletes who requested temporary devices would be provided with them.
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OBITUARY
Pandit Birju Maharaj Passed Away
Pandit Birju Maharaj, a legendary Kathak dancer, has perished on 17 January.
Highlights:
Pandit Birju Maharaj, a legendary Kathak dancer, died at the age of 83.
He was affectionately known as Pandit-Ji or Maharaj-Ji by his pupils and
millions of followers were one of India's best-known artists.
He was a winner of the country's second-highest civil award, Padma
Vibhushan. Birju Maharaj was a Kathak dancer's descendent, as were his
two uncles, Shambhu Maharaj and Lachhu Maharaj, as well as his father and
master, Acchan Maharaj.
Birju Maharaj was a master vocalist who could do Thumri, Dadra, Bhajan,
and Ghazal.
Five children, three daughters, and two sons, as well as five grandchildren,
survive him.
He had a kidney problem and had been on dialysis for the past month
because of his high blood sugar. He most likely died of a heart attack.
On February 4, the Kathak maestro would have turned 84 years old.

Social Activist Shanti Devi Passed Away
Shanti Devi, a social crusader who won the Padma Shri award, has perished.
Highlights:
Shanti Devi died on January 17 in Rayagada, Odisha. She was 88 years
old.
Shanti Devi, an Odisha social worker and Padma Shri awardee known as the
"Voice of the Poor."
Lugdi Devi was another name for her. She was well-known for her
commitment to helping the poor and dedicated to helping in Maoist-affected
districts of Odisha.
On November 9, 2021, she earned the distinguished Padma Shri honor from
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President Ram Nath Kovind.
Shanti Devi, born in the Balasore area in 1934, began working in the social
sector at a young age.
At 17, she wedded Ratan Das and moved to Koraput.
Shanti Devi began her humanitarian activity by establishing an ashram in
Rayagada's Gobarapalli neighborhood.
She strived to help native girls develop and receive an education. She then
moved to Gunupur, where she established her now-famous ashram in 1964
and educated tribal females.
Shanti Devi has established a new sanctuary for leprosy patients in
Jabarguda, in the Rayagada district's Padmapur block.
Shanti Devi devoted most of her life to the holistic development of tribal
female children, including education, rehabilitation, and vocational training
for orphans and underprivileged youngsters.
Shanti Devi received the Jamunalal Bazaz Award and the Radhanath Rath
Peace Award in addition to the Padma Shri in 2021.

Bengali Comics Artist Narayan Debnath Perished
Narayan Debnath, an iconic Bengali comics artist, writer, and illustrator, has passed
away.
Highlights:
Narayan Debnath, a famed Bengali comics artist, writer, and illustrator, has
died after a long illness.
He was 97 years old. He died while undergoing treatment at the hospital last
week, died at 10.15 am On 18 January.
The celebrated cartoonist created popular Bengali comic strips such as
Handa Bhonda (1962), Bantul the Great (1965), and Nonte Phonte (1966).
He holds the record for longest comics by a personal artiste for the Handa
Bhonda comics series, which has now been running for 60 years.
Debnath was awarded the Padma Shri, India's fourth-highest civilian honor,
in 2021.
Debnath was also honored with the Sahitya Akademi award in 2013, as well
as the Banga Bibhushan by the West Bengal government in the same year.
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In 2015, Rabindra Bharati University bestowed upon him an honorary
D.Litt.

Saoli Mitra, Bengali Theatre Personality, Passes Away
Saoli Mitra, a well-known Bengali theatre personality, has perished on January 16.
Highlights:
Shaoli Mitra was an Indian Bengali theatre and film actress, director, and
playwright born in 1948.
In Ritwik Ghatak's Jukti Takko Aar Gappo, she played Bangabala. She is the
daughter of theatre personalities Sombhu Mitra and Tripti Mitra.
In 1974, she appeared in Ritwik Ghatak's avant-garde film Jukti Takko Aar
Gappo.
She also wrote, directed, and acted in the hugely successful Katha
Amritsamman (Words Like Nectar), another Mahabharata adaptation.
Mitra received the Sangeet Natak Akademi in 2003 the Padma Shri in 2009.
The Banga Bibhusan in 2012 will be remembered for her solo performances
as Draupadi in Naathvati Anaathbat (Five Husbands, Yet an Orphan), which
she also wrote the screenplay and directed as Sita in Sitakatha.

Major Hari Pal Singh Ahluwalia Passed Away
Major Hari Pal Singh Ahluwalia, the founder of the Indian Spinal Injuries Centre, a
professional mountaineer, and a Padma Shri laureate, passed suddenly.
Highlights:
Major Hari Pal Singh Ahluwalia, a well-known professional mountaineer,
passed away on 14 January 2022.
Major Hari Pal Singh Ahluwalia received the Arjuna Award in 1965, the
Padma Shri in 1965, the Padma Bhushan in 2002, and the Tenzing Norgay
National Adventure Award in 2009.
His autobiography, "Higher Than Everest," is one of over 13 books he has
published.
Major Ahluwalia was also the president of the Indian Mountaineering
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Foundation and the Delhi Mountaineering Association in the past.
He is the twenty-first man in the world to climb Mount Everest, and one of
just six Indian men to do it.
With H. C. S. Rawat and Phu Dorjee Sherpa, he completed the fourth and
last serious attempt of the 1965 Indian Everest Expedition on May 29, 1965,
12 years to the day after the first climb of Mount Everest.
This was the first occasion three climbers had reached the top at the same
time. He was forced to use a wheelchair after sustaining a bullet wound to
his spine during the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965.
He was the Director-General of the Indian Spinal Injuries Centre.
He is the author of thirteen books and the creator of the award-winning
Beyond Himalaya series, which has aired on Discovery and National
Geographic channels around the world.

Saturnino de la Fuente, Passes Away
Saturnino de la Fuente Garca (Spain), the Guinness World Records bearer for the
oldest living person (male), died unexpectedly at 112 years and 341 days.
Highlights:
Saturnino de la Fuente Garca (Spain), the Guinness World Records keeper
for the oldest living person (male), died at the age of 112 years and 341
days.
Saturnino set the record for the oldest living person (male) in September
2021, when he was exactly 112 years and 211 days old.
He was born February 11, 1909, in the Len neighborhood of Puente Castro,
Spain.
He began as a cobbler in a shoe factory, later making army boots, and
eventually becoming a well-known artisan in the area.
His friends and family dubbed him "El Pepino." In 1933, he married
Antonina Barrio Gutirrez.
He had survived the 1918 Spanish flu pandemic and also observed the 1936
Spanish Civil War, which he avoided due to his small stature.
El Pepino was the father of seven children, the grandfather of fourteen
grandchildren, and the great-grandfather of 22 great-grandchildren.
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Saturnino Garcia was only three weeks away from turning 113 on February
8, 2022.
Jeanne Louise Calment of France, who died in 1997 at the age of 122 years
as well as 164 days, was the oldest person ever to live.
Meanwhile, Japan's Kane Tanaka, the world's oldest living person,
celebrated his 119th birthday just a few days ago.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
IAMAI: 16th India Digital Summit 2022
The Internet And Mobile Association of India hosted the two-day virtual event on
January 11 and 12, 2022. (IAMAI).
Highlights:
Piyush Goyal, the Union Minister of Commerce and Industry, spoke
remotely at the 16th India Digital Summit in 2022.
"Supercharging Startups" was the summit's theme. The India Digital Summit
is the country's oldest digital industry event.
The Minister introduced 'LEAP' as a path forward to further enhance our
Startup ecosystem during the occasion.
"LEAP" is the acronym for "Leverage, Encourage, Access, and Promote."
On DPIIT, there are presently 58,379 start-ups, with around one-third of
them being digital.
Significantly, India is ranked second in the world for the number of online
start-ups, with Bengaluru topping the list as one of the top three start-up
hotspots.
Currently, the industry employs around 5.7 million people. PayTM, Nykaa
and Policy Bazaar are among the digital start-ups whose IPOs are estimated
to raise a total of INR 30,000 crore.
There are currently 66 Unicorns and 30 Soonicorns in India, with a
combined value of INR 17.81 Lac Cr.

PM To Host India Central Asia Summit
PM Modi will host the India-Central Asia Summit on January 27. The five
presidents of Central Asia will attend the conference.
Highlights:
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan are
among them.
This is the first summit between India and Central Asia. The meeting will
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take place entirely online.
Since Modi's trip to these Central Asian states in 2015, India has prepared
for the summit.
The leaders are scheduled to share their regional and international challenges
during the summit.
They are anticipated to concentrate primarily on security issues. Afghanistan
shares a border with both countries.
After the United States withdrew from Afghanistan in August 2021, the
Taliban took control. As a result, India's development efforts in Afghanistan
are yet incomplete. In addition, India's investments in Afghanistan's growth
were in vain.
China shares borders with Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, and the Kyrgyz Republic.
India and China have been locked in a 21-month deadlock.
The meeting highlights India's growing involvement with Central Asian
nations. They are India's extended neighborhood.
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SCHEMES
C2S Program
The federal government is requesting applications from 100 start-ups, MSMEs,
R&D organizations, and academics to train 85,000 engineers.
Highlights:
They are required to train in the areas of very-large-scale integration (VLSI)
and embedded device design under the "Chip to Start-up (C2S) Program."
Over the course of five years, the C2S program will result in the production
of 175 ASICs (application-specific integrated circuits), an IP core library,
and working prototypes of 20 systems on chips (SoC).
By injecting the culture of SoC/System Level Design at the Bachelors,
Masters, and Research levels, it will be a step toward leapfrogging in the
Electronics System Design & Manufacturing (ESDM) space.
It will also aid in the development of fabless design start-ups.
The program also covers every aspect of the electronics value chain,
including quality personnel training, research and development, system
design, hardware IP design, prototyping, application-oriented R&D, and
deployment.
C-DAC is the nodal agency for the C2S program's implementation (Centre
for Development of Advanced Computing).
C-DAC is a MeitY-affiliated scientific society. The Chips to Startup (C2S)
website is now accepting submissions for this program.
It will be open till the 31st of January 2022. Applications and proposals must
be submitted in the required format to the portal.
In the next six years, India will establish up approximately 20 semiconductor
design, component production, and display fabrication (fab) facilities under
this program.
Proposal Categories
Three applications in three categories are invited under the C2S program,
based on institution knowledge, technology readiness level (TRL), and
design experience:
SoCs/systems/ASICs/Reusable IP Core design and development (s)
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Application-oriented working prototypes of IPs, SoCs, and ASICs are being
developed.
ASIC/FPGA R&D with a focus on proof of concept.

Mana Ooru Mana Badi
The Telangana government introduced the Mana Ooru Mana Badi scheme.
Highlights:
The program will help the state build school infrastructure and will cost Rs
7,289 crores to implement. The program will assist more than 19.84 lakh
children.
In the first phase, the initiative will be deployed in 9,123 local council
schools and the public. The appropriate district collectors will provide
approval to build infrastructures under the scheme.
The initiative will be carried out by management committees established at
each school.
The cabinet decided to draft a new law to govern the fee structure of state
schools. This includes both public and private schools.
English medium education will be implemented in government schools. It is
planned to establish a women's university and a forest university.
Reservations for job recruitment are made for students who graduated from
the Forest College of Research and Institute in the Siddipet district.
These students will be given a 25% reservation in the recruits of Assistant
Conservators of Forests and a 50% reservation in the hiring of Forest Range
Officers.

Azadi Ke Amrit To Golden India Program
Azadi Ke Amrit To Golden India known as Azadi Ke Amrit Mahotsav se Swarnim
Bharat Ke Ore was launched on January 20, 2022, by PM Modi.
Highlights:
Azadi Ke Amrit Mahotsav means Festival of Independence and Swarnim
Bharat ke Ore means towards Golden India.
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It marks the beginning of the Brahma kumaris' year-long celebration of
Azadi ke Amrit. 15000 events and 30 campaigns will be held as part of the
initiative.
Ricky rez, a Grammy winner, will dedicate a piece of music to the event
during the event.
The programs will take place in hospitals and medical schools. It will
concentrate on health, spirituality, and nutrition.
It will include doctor conferences, cancer screening, and medical camps.
Self-Reliant Farmer initiatives include 75 farmer empowerment campaigns,
75 sustainable yogic farmer training programs, 75 farmer conferences.
The Peace Bus campaign will visit 75 cities. It will show the youth's positive
transformation.
The Cycle Rally will take place in various heritage sites. It will center on the
relationship between the environment and heritage.
A motorcycle campaign will be held between Mount Abu and Delhi. It will
cover a number of cities.
Swachh Bharat consists of a public awareness campaign, a cleanliness drive,
and community cleaning programs.
In the Indian context, immortality is not limited to physical existence. It is
the embodied experience of being one with the cosmos. All initiatives will
eventually center on this principle.
Seven Initiatives
Green initiatives under Mera Bharat Swasth Bharat
Self-reliant farmer initiatives under Atma Nirbhar Bharat
Women: Flag bearers of India
A cycle rally on Undiscovered India
Motorbike campaign on Unite India
Initiatives under Swachh Bharat Abhiyan

Telengana: KCR Kit Scheme
The Telangana government initiated the program. It is a charity program for
mothers and their children.
Highlights:
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The KCR kit is given to the mother after she gives birth. The kit includes 16
products required to keep the new baby clean and sanitary.
The baby's needs would be met for three months with the resources in the
kit.
Diapers, napkins, toys, mosquito nets, baby powder, baby oil, baby soaps,
and outfits are included in the kit.
K Chandrasekar Rao, the Chief Minister of Telangana, launched it in 2017.
Telangana's state government set aside Rs 605 crores for the scheme in
2017.
The scheme intends to lower the state's infant mortality rate. Telangana's
current IMR is 28 deaths per 1000 live births.
To track the health of mother and child, the state uses the Aadhar-based
Mom and Baby Tracking System.
Concerns
Recently, the plan has been accused of corruption. Private hospital newborns
were fraudulently included in the plan by the implementing officers.
The program is only available to newborns delivered in government
hospitals and is not available in private hospitals.
The kit is not available to mothers who have more than two children.
Also, mothers from other states are not eligible for the kit. The mothers must
have an Aadhar card issued by the state of Telangana.
It is also not available to mothers who give birth in private hospitals.
Funds Under The Scheme
The Telangana government additionally provides Rs 13,000 for a female
baby and Rs 12,000 for a boy infant in addition to the kit.
After the mother has completed two NC checkups, she will be given Rs
3,000. This will happen in the next five and a half months.
After the baby is delivered, an additional four thousand rupees is added. If
the kid is a boy, the price would be Rs 4,000.
If the baby is a girl, the price would be Rs 5,000. Two thousand rupees are
given when the first month of vaccines is completed.
After the second month of immunization, three thousand rupees are paid.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Alikhan Smailov: New Prime Minister Of Kazakhstan
Kazakhstan has a new Prime Minister, Alikhan Smailov.
Highlights:
On January 11, Kazakhstan's President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
named Alikhan Smailov for Prime Minister.
Kazakhstan's parliament has unanimously accepted the election of
Alikhan Smailov as the country's new Prime Minister.
On January 11, 2022, Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
nominated him. From 2018 until 2020, Smailov, 49, served as the
country's finance minister.
In 2019, he was appointed as the Cabinet's first deputy prime minister.
Kazakhstan's capital is Nur-Sultan, and the Kazakhstani tenge is the
country's currency.
During the meeting, 89 deputies voted in favor of Alikhan Smailov's
candidacy. Between 2015 to 2018, Smailov served as the President of
Kazakhstan's Assistant.
He served as Finance Minister from September 2018 to February 2019.
Smailov was the first deputy prime minister in Tokayev's last
administration, which was dissolved last week amid protests in the oilrich Central Asian country.
Security officials in Kazakhstan have arrested 9,900 people as a result of
the protests.

Justice Ayesha Malik: Pakistans First Woman Supreme Court Judge
Ayesha Malik will become Pakistan's first female Supreme Court judge.
Highlights:
After a high-power panel authorized the promotion of Lahore High Court
judge Ayesha Malik to the Supreme Court.
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Pakistan is one step closer to installing the country's first female Supreme
Court judge. Malik's promotion was confirmed by the Judicial Commission
of Pakistan (JCP), led by Chief Justice Gulzar Ahmed, by a majority of five
votes to four.
The JCP is convening for the second time to vote on Justice Malik's
promotion.
Justice Malik's name was first presented to the JCP on September 9 of last
year, but the panel was evenly split, resulting in her candidacy being
rejected.
Justice Malik was appointed to the Lahore High Court (LHC) as a high court
judge in March 2012, and she is now ranked number four on the LHC's
judge seniority list.
If she is confirmed, she would serve as a Supreme Court judge till June
2031, when she will retire at the age of 65.
She will be Pakistan's most senior judge, with the possibility of becoming
the country's Chief Justice in January 2030.

New Chairman of ICHR: Raghuvendra Tanwar
The New Chairman of the Indian Council of Historical Research (ICHR) was
appointed. The New Chairman of ICHR is Raghuvendra Tanwar.
Highlights:
Raghuvendra Tanwar, a Kurukshetra University professor emeritus, has
been named chairperson of the Indian Council of Historical Research
(ICHR).
Tanwar's appointment is for three years, beginning on the day he takes the
position of Chairman and ending until additional orders are issued.
Tanwar, who began teaching at Kurukshetra University in August 1977, has
a stellar academic record, including two golds in MA History.
The Indian Council of Historical Research's principal goal and objective is to
promote and direct historical research, as well as to support and cultivate
objective and scientific history writing.
The primary goal of the ICHR's agenda has been to improve the academic
quality of the output of its activities.
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The Indian Council of Historical Research is a non-profit organization
dedicated to historical research.
The Indian Council Historical Research was founded on March 27, 1972,
with its headquarters in New Delhi.

The Next Army Vice Chief: Lt Gen Manoj Pande
The Government approved the proposal to appoint Lieutenant General Manoj
Pande as the next Vice Chief of Army Staff.
Highlights:
While the reservation of the next Chief of Defence Staff is awaited, the
Government approved the proposal on January 18 to appoint Eastern Army
Commander Lieutenant General Manoj Pande as the next Vice Chief of
Army Staff.
General Pande, the Eastern Army Commander, would succeed Lt Gen CP
Mohanty, who will retire on January 31.
In December 1982, General Pande was appointed into the Corps of
Engineers (The Bombay Sappers).
He started attending the Higher Command Course at Army War College,
Mhow, and the National Defence College (NDC) in Delhi.
He graduated from Staff College, Camberley (United Kingdom). Pande has
participated in Operation Vijay and Operation Parakram during his 37 years
of outstanding contribution.
He instructed an Engineer Regiment along the Line of Control in Jammu and
Kashmir, an Engineer Brigade as part of the Strike Corps, an Infantry
Brigade along the Line of Control, a Hill Division in the high-altitude area
of western Ladakh, and a Corps deployed along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) as well as Counter-Insurgency Operations in the northeast.
Lieutenant General Pande has held key staff positions, including Chief
Engineer at the United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea.
He was the Director-General of Army Headquarters, where he was in charge
of discipline, ceremonial, and welfare issues.
The position of CDS became vacant following the death of Gen Bipin Rawat
in a helicopter crash on December 8.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
National Startup Day Declared On January 16 By PM
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has declared January 16 to be "National Startup
Day."
Highlights:
The 16th of January has been designated as 'National Start-up Day' by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
PM Modi made the announcement through a video conference on January
15, 2022, as part of the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav's week-long event
"Celebrating Innovation Ecosystem." During the occasion, the Prime
Minister met with over 150 startups from various industries.
Growing from roots, nudging the DNA, from local to global, technology of
the future, establishing champions in manufacturing, and sustainable
development was among the six themes presented to the Prime Minister by
the startups, which were divided into six groups.
"Don't just keep your ideas local, make them global," the Prime Minister
told the young entrepreneurs, emphasizing that Indian startups can easily
have made it to the world stage and reach other countries.
Keep this mantra in mind: "Let's innovate for India, from India."

Open Data Week Launched Ministry Of Housing And Urban Affairs
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs initiated Open Data Week, which takes
place between 17- 21 January.
Highlights:
It encourages the promotion of innovation in the country's urban ecosystem.
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs would publicize high-quality
blogs and data sets about intelligent cities throughout the week.
The data will be made available through an open data portal. And over sixty
cities have already had success stories published on the portal.
This is undergoing testing and is only accessible to experts.
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The Open Data Week will demonstrate the advantages of open data, such as
innovation, transparency, and efficiency, as the week has been divided into
sections.
The ministry will publish APIs, dataset visualization, and data blogs to the
smart city open data portal during the first segment.
This is to be completed between the 17th and 20th of January. Data Day will
be observed during the second phase.
It enhances policy strategies and assists the government in developing new
plans. One city can benefit from the experiences of another.
It allows for increased public accountability. It provides more insight into
the development of ongoing programs.
Data Day
The Open Data Week celebration includes the Data Day celebration. It will
be observed on January 21, 2022.
Seminars, talks, hackathons, and training on various data tracks will be part
of the Data Day celebrations.
The week's primary goal is to raise awareness of the importance of data in
today's digital world.
It will build a platform for creating opportunities for data use.
The event will raise data awareness.
It will generate new data combinations, resulting in new expertise and
information.

The 17th Raising Day Is Celebrated By NDRF
On January 19, 2022, the NDRF commemorated its 17th Raising Day.
Highlights:
Since its inception on January 19, 2006, the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) has celebrated Raising Day every year on January 19.
The NDRF will celebrate its 17th Raising Day in 2022.
There are 12 NDRF battalions located throughout the country, with up to
13,000 NDRF personnel working to make the country safer.
With its selfless service and unrivaled professionalism in disaster
management, the NDRF has earned a good name and fame both nationally
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and internationally.
In its 3100 operations, the NDRF has saved over one lakh lives and
rescued/evacuated over 6.7 lakh people during disasters.
NDRF
The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) is an Indian specialized
force established by the National Disaster Management Authority under the
Disaster Management Act of 2005 to carry out special responses in disasterthreatening situations.
It was Formed in 2006, under the National Disaster Management Authority.
The NDRF's leader is known as the Director-General. The NDRF's Director
Generals are IPS officers on deputation from Indian police forces.
A three-star officer is the Director-General. The current Director Generals of
NDRF is Atul Karwal
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COMMITTEE
Rojgar Mission
The Chhattisgarh government will launch the Rojgar Mission to create jobs.
Highlights:
The mission aims to create 15 lakh job opportunities in the state in five
years. Experts from IITs, IIITs, and IIMs would be involved in the
expedition. The state's Chief Minister will chair it.
The mission's chief secretary and principal secretary are also active
participants. The chief minister chairs the implementing committee.
The state's Chief Secretary serves as vice chairman, while the principal
secretary serves as Chief Executive Officer.
The managing director of the state's forest products produces federation will
also be on the committee.
Outcomes:
The mission is estimated to generate 12 to 15 lakh job opportunities in the
next five years. In minor forest products, the state has already excelled.
Chhattisgarh won 10 national honors for procurement, processing, and
performance in 2021. It has also performed admirably in the implementation
of the Van Dhan Yojana.
This is an area on which the committee will concentrate more. This will help
increase employment in minor forest products, which will mainly benefit
tribals
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AGREEMENTS MOU
India-Denmark R&D - Green Fuels
At a recent virtual meeting, India and Denmark agreed to begin cooperation
research and development on green fuels, including green hydrogen.
Highlights:
At a virtual meeting in January, the agreement was signed as part of the
previously established "Green Strategic Partnership Action Plan 2020-2025."
Aside from the agreement, the India-Denmark Joint Committee examined
national strategic priorities and advancements in both countries' Science,
Technology, and Innovation (STI).
Green investment plans in green research, technology, and innovation
received special attention.
The meeting of the India-Denmark Joint Committee was co-chaired by:
K. Varshney, Department of Science and Technology Adviser and Head of
International Cooperation
Stine Jorgensen is the Danish Agency for Higher Education and Science's
Deputy Director.
India-Denmark Joint Committee
The group placed a strong emphasis on strengthening bilateral cooperation
on the mission-driven study, innovation, and technology development.
In accordance with the "Green Strategic Partnership Action Plan
2020-2025," they also emphasized climate and green transition, water,
energy, waste, food, and other issues.
They also agreed to have three to four webinars to promote relationship
development.
They also emphasized the importance of promoting calls for proposals for
green fuels such as green hydrogen.
The committee looked examined the status of ongoing initiatives in a variety
of fields, including water, energy research, cyber-physical systems,
bioresources, and secondary agriculture.
Green Growth And Green Strategic Partnership
Both the countries created the Green Strategic Partnership to bring
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sustainable solutions to India.
It will concentrate on strengthening economic relations, promoting green
growth, and cooperating on issues such as climate change.
It will expand on the work of the Collaborative Commission for Cooperation
and joint working groups that already exist.
The term "green growth" refers to an economic growth route that is based on
the sustainable use of natural resources.
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FESTIVALS
Dhaka International Film Festival 2022
The 20th Dhaka International Film Festival began in 2022 on 15 January.
Highlights:
Dhaka, Bangladesh, hosts the 20th Dhaka International Film Festival.
Between the 15th and the 23rd of January, the festival will screen 225 films
from 70 countries in ten categories at various venues throughout Dhaka.
The film festival is run in a hybrid format, with several films being
broadcast live online throughout the event.
During the festival, the DIFF will host the 8th edition of the 'Women in
Cinema' international conference and the 4th edition of the 'West Meets East'
screenplay lab.
The Rainbow Film Society, which was founded in 1977, organizes the
Dhaka International Film Festival (DIFF). In 1992, the DIFF was
established.
The Asian Competition Section, Retrospective, Tribute, Bangladesh
Panorama, Wide Angle, Cinema of the World, Children's Film, Spiritual
Film, Women Filmmakers section, and short and independent films are
among the ten sections of the festival.
Koozhangal, directed by PS Vinothraj, Avijatrik, directed by Subhrajit
Mitra, Mayar Jonjal, directed by Indranil Roychowdhury, and Aandaal,
directed by Shareef Easa are among the 35 Indian entries to the 20th DIFF.

The 44th Kokborok Day
Kokborok Day, also known as Tripuri Language Day, is observed annually on
January 19th throughout the Indian state of Tripura with the goal of developing the
Kokborok language.
Highlights:
Kokborok Day, also known as Tripuri Language Day, is observed annually
on January 19th throughout the Indian state of Tripura with the goal of
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developing the Kokborok language.
The day commemorates the first formal status of Kokborok as a language in
1979. The 44th Kokborok Day will be observed on January 19, 2022.
Tripura's official language, Kokborok, is also known as Tripuri or Tiprakok.
The state government of Tripura, India, declared Kokborok, along with
Bengali and English, an official language in 1979.
Tripura
Tripura is a state in India's northeastern region. It is the third-smallest state
in the country, covering 10,491.69 km2 (4,050.86 sq mi) and is bounded to
the north, south, and west by Bangladesh, and to the east by the Indian states
of Assam and Mizoram.
In 2011, the state had 3,671,032 residents, accounting for 0.3 percent of the
total population of the country.
The Chief Of Tripura is Biplab Kumar Deb and The governor of Tripura is
Satyadev Narayan Arya.
Tripura was a UT till 1 November 1956 and made into a state on 21 January
1971.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) How much did the TATA Group pay as the IPL's headline sponsor?
A.Rs. 30 crore
B.Rs. 300 crore
C.Rs. 3000 crore
D.Rs. 3000 crore

Answer B
Explanation the multinational company will pay Rs. 300 crore as the IPL's headline sponsor.

2) Who was the Title Sponsor for 2020 IPL?
A.Dream11
B.TATA Group
C.ViVo
D.Airtel

Answer A
Explanation Dream11, a mobile gaming platform, had stood in as title sponsor for a year at the
time. Vivo returned in 2021 and doing so again this year.

3) How many core group athletes are participating in TOPS?
A.100
B.177
C.117
D.107

Answer D
Explanation The overall number of athletes participating in TOPS has risen to 301, with 107 in
the Core group

4) When was the TOPS started by Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports?
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A.September 2004
B.September 2011
C.September 2014
D.September 2001

Answer C
Explanation TOPS (Target Olympic Podium Scheme) is a Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
flagship program that began in September 2014 and was updated in April 2018.

5) When was International Committee of Deaf Sports established??
A.1924
B.1922
C.1944
D.1942

Answer A
Explanation The International Committee of Deaf Sports is a non-profit organization that
promotes deaf sports around the world Founded in 1924.

6) Where did All India Sports Council of the Deaf hold the first World Deaf
T20 Cricket Championship?
A.Karnataka
B.Telengana
C.Kerala
D.Tamil Nadu

Answer C
Explanation The International Committee of Sports for the Deaf (ICSD) has given the All India
Sports Council of the Deaf permission to hold the first World Deaf T20 Cricket Championship in
Kerala from January 10 to 20, 2023.

7) When will the North East on Wheels Expedition start?
A.9 April
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B.8 April
C.7 April
D.6 April

Answer B
Explanation This year's Bike Expedition will take place from the 8th to the 16th of April to
commemorate the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.

8) How many bikers will be chosen from the North East on Wheels
Expedition? all those who register to the
A.75
B.76
C.78
D.79

Answer A
Explanation A team of Experienced & Skilled Bikers from across the country will choose 75
bikers from all those who register.

9) When was 'MSME Technology Centre' in Puducherry launched?
A.11 Jan
B.14 Jan
C.15 Jan
D.12 Jan

Answer D
Explanation The center was officially opened at the 25th National Youth Festival in Puducherry
(12th and 13th January 2022).

10) How much was the technological hub established in Puducherry?
A.Rs 121 crore
B.Rs 120 crore
C.Rs 122 crore
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D.Rs 123 crore

Answer C
Explanation It will be run by the Union Ministry of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises
(MSME). The Rs 122 crore technological hub was established with an emphasis on the Electronic
System Design and Manufacturing (ESDM) sector.

11) How many contestants were honored by the Ministry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship at the conclusion of the India Skills 2021 nationwide
competition?
A.200 contestants
B.20 contestants
C.2000 contestants
D.250 contestants

Answer A
Explanation More than 200 contestants were honored by the Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship at the conclusion of the India Skills 2021 nationwide competition.

12) Till when will Justice Ayesha Malik would serve as a Supreme Court
judge?
A.June 2032
B.June 2031
C.June 2033
D.June 2030

Answer B
Explanation If she is confirmed, she would serve as a Supreme Court judge till June 2031, when
she will retire at the age of 65.

13) When did Kazakhstan's President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev named
Alikhan Smailov as Prime Minister of Kazakhstan?
A.January 12
B.January 13
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C.January 11
D.January 14

Answer C
Explanation On January 11, Kazakhstan's President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev named Alikhan
Smailov for Prime Minister.

14) How many Omicron mutations does Delta variant discovered in Cyprus
show?
A.11
B.12
C.14
D.10

Answer D
Explanation Cyprus has discovered a novel variety known as "Deltacron," which shares the
same genetic basis as the Delta variant but contains 10 Omicron mutations.

15) When was Pandit Birju Maharaj born?
A.4 February 1939
B.4 February 1936
C.4 February 1938
D.4 February 1937

Answer C
Explanation Pandit Birju Maharaj was born on 4 February 1938

16) When was Indian Council Historical Research established?
A.1972
B.1971
C.1973
D.1975

Answer A
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Explanation The Indian Council Historical Research was founded on March 27, 1972

17) What is 'LEAP' In 16th India Digital Summit 2022?
A.Leverage, Encourage, Access, and Promote
B.Learning, Encourage, Access, and Promote
C.Leverage, Establish, Access, and Promote
D.Leverage, Encourage, Access, and Produce

Answer A
Explanation "LEAP" is the acronym for "Leverage, Encourage, Access, and Promote."

18) When was National Startup Day Declared By PM Narendra Modi?
A.January 14
B.January 17
C.January 16
D.January 15

Answer C
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi has declared January 16 to be "National Startup
Day."

19) Who is Participating with Indian Navy in PASSEX Exercise In Arabian
Sea?
A.US Navy
B.Japan Navy
C.Australian Navy
D.Russian Navy

Answer D
Explanation The Indian Navy and the Russian Navy conducted PASSEX exercises in the
Arabian Sea port of Cochin.

20) When did the first Dhaka International Film Festival happen?
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A.1999
B.1992
C.1993
D.1998

Answer B
Explanation The Rainbow Film Society, which was founded in 1977, organizes the Dhaka
International Film Festival (DIFF). In 1992, the DIFF was established.

21) When did Shaylyn Ford won the Mrs. America Pageant?
A.November 18, 2021
B.November 11, 2021
C.November 20, 2021
D.November 19, 2021

Answer D
Explanation Shaylyn Ford is from Granville, Ohio, in the United States. On November 19, 2021,
she earned the annual Mrs. American pageant.

22) Where did Mrs. world 2022 happen?
A.Las Angeles
B.Las Vegas
C.California
D.New York

Answer B
Explanation Mrs World 2022 pageant happened in Las Vegas, USA.

23) When did Social Activist Shanti Devi Received Padma Shri?
A.November 9, 2021
B.November 9, 2020
C.November 9, 2019
D.November 9, 2001
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Answer A
Explanation On November 9, 2021, she earned the distinguished Padma Shri honor from
President Ram Nath Kovind.

24) When did Social Activist Shanti Devi establish her ashram and educated
tribal women?
A.1966
B.1964
C.1965
D.1967

Answer B
Explanation She then moved to Gunupur, where she established her now-famous ashram in 1964
and educated tribal females.

25) What is the the trade value between India and China in 2021?
A.125 billion dollars.
B.122 billion dollars.
C.124 billion dollars.
D.123 billion dollars.

Answer A
Explanation In 2021, the trade value between India and China was estimated to be over 125
billion dollars.

26) How much did India's imports from China increase in 2019?
A.40%
B.60%
C.80%
D.20%

Answer D
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Explanation India's imports from China increased by 20% in 2019 compared to the previous
year.

27) When was State Employment Of Local Candidates Act passed in
Haryana?
A.2021
B.2019
C.2020
D.2018

Answer C
Explanation In 2020, the State Employment Of Local Candidates Act was passed. The act
ensures that 75% of jobs are reserved for state citizens.

28) How much jobs are reserved for state citizens according to State
Employment Of Local Candidates Act Haryana?
A.80%
B.70%
C.75%
D.85%

Answer C
Explanation The State Employment Of Local Candidates Act ensures that 75% of jobs are
reserved for state citizens.

29) When was Sugauli Treaty signed?
A.1866
B.1816
C.1861
D.1811

Answer B
Explanation Sugauli TreatyBritish India and Nepal signed treaties in 1816
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30) When did lipulekh border issue start?
A.December 3 2021
B.December 31 2021
C.December 30 2021
D.December 11 2021

Answer C
Explanation The outrage began after Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi during an election
rally in the Haldwani area of Uttarakhand on December 30, had announced that his government
has extended a road to Lipulekh and further expansion work is going on.

31) When did Yonex-Sunrise India Open happen?
A.17 Jan
B.16 Jan
C.15 Jan
D.14 Jan

Answer B
Explanation On January 16, 2022, India's Lakshya Sen won his first Super 500 championship by
winning the "Yonex-Sunrise India Open."

32) How many Start Ups where honored in the National Start-up Awards
2021?
A.44
B.47
C.46
D.48

Answer C
Explanation The winners of the "National Start-up Awards 2021" were declared by the
Government of India, which honored 46 start-ups for their contributions in their various
industries
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33) How many job opportunities is Rojgar Mission aims to create?
A.12 lakh job opportunities
B.14 lakh job opportunities
C.16 lakh job opportunities
D.15 lakh job opportunities

Answer D
Explanation The mission aims to create 15 lakh job opportunities in the state in five years.
Experts from IITs, IIITs, and IIMs would be involved in the expedition. The state's Chief
Minister will chair it.

34) How much rare-earth metals were supplied to USA by China in 2019?
A.90%
B.80%
C.85%
D.95%

Answer B
Explanation All of these metals are tightly controlled by China. China supplied 80% of the rareearth metals consumed in the United States in 2019.

35) How many tableaux will be at the Republic Day Parade?
A.12 tableaux
B.21 tableaux
C.22 tableaux
D.20 tableaux

Answer B
Explanation There will be 21 tableaux, including 12 representing states and UTs and 9 from
central government departments or independent organizations.

36) How many engineers to be trained under the Chip to Start-up (C2S)
Program?

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 17 - January 23, 2022)

A.8500 engineers
B.85000 engineers
C.850000 engineers
D.850 engineers

Answer B
Explanation The federal government is requesting applications from 100 start-ups, MSMEs,
R&D organizations, and academics to train 85,000 engineers.They are required to train in the
areas of very-large-scale integration (VLSI) and embedded device design under the "Chip to Startup (C2S) Program."

37) When was Badminton World Federation established?
A.1933
B.1943
C.1934
D.1944

Answer C
Explanation The Badminton World Federation was established on July 5, 1934.

38) How much money is allocated for Armed Forces Flag Day Fund by DESW
?
A. Rs 320 crore
B. Rs 3200 crore
C. Rs 320000 crore
D. Rs 32000 crore

Answer A
Explanation The ministry also announced that the DESW has allocated Rs 320 crore to the
Armed Forces Flag Day Fund (AFFDF) to address all backlogs of pending welfare applications,

39) How many menstruation cups will be supplied under the Thingal Scheme
in Kumbalanghi?
A.500
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B.500000
C.5000
D.50000

Answer C
Explanation This action is part of the 'Avalkayi' initiative, which is being carried out in the
Ernakulam electoral district in collaboration with HLL Management Academy's "Thingal
Scheme" and Indian Oil Corporation. Menstrual cups will be supplied to women in Kumbalangi
village aged 18 and up as part of this campaign. Under it, 5000 menstruation cups will be
supplied. The Governor will also designate Kumbalangi village as a model village at the same
time.

40) Where is Mrs. India 2020-2021 Navdeep Kaur from?
A.Maharashtra
B.Gujarat
C.Odisha
D.New Delhi

Answer B
Explanation Navdeep comes from a small town near Rourkela, Odisha's Steel City.

41) When is Open Data Week In India?
A.20 Jan
B.11 Jan
C.12 Jan
D.21 Jan

Answer D
Explanation The Open Data Week celebration includes the Data Day celebration. It will be
observed on January 21, 2022.

42) How many cities have published their success stories on the open data
week portal launched by Ministry Of Housing And Urban Affairs?
A.56
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B.52
C.60
D.50

Answer C
Explanation The data will be made available through an open data portal. And over sixty cities
have already had success stories published on the portal.

43) How many cubs did Collarwali Tigress give birth in her lifetime?
A.22
B.29
C.28
D.30

Answer B
Explanation During her lifetime, she gave birth to 29 cubs. Only 25 of the 29 pubs survived.
Collarwali tigress managed to give birth to three pubs in 2005. They did not make it.

44) When was Collarwali Tigress born?
A.2005
B.2015
C.2000
D.2001

Answer A
Explanation In 2005, the Collarwali tigress was born. She was instrumental in increasing the
tiger inhabitants in the Pench Tiger Reserve.

45) Which plants have compounds that are important for essential oils?
A.Flowering Plants
B.Aromatic Plants
C.Vascular plants
D.None Of the above
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Answer B
Explanation Aromatic plants contain aromatic compounds, which are essentially essential oils.

46) Which climate is ideal for the growth of a large amount of plant material
that can be used in medicinal and aromatic actions?
A.Kashmir Valley's climate
B.Kashmir Mountain's climate
C.Kerala Valley's climate
D.Odisha shores' climate

Answer A
Explanation Kashmir Valley's climate is ideal for growing a wide range of vegetable crops, fruit,
and a large amount of plant material that can be used in medicinal and aromatic actions.

47) How much will Mana Ooru Mana Badi scheme cost?
A.Rs 7,829 crores
B.Rs 7,298 crores
C.Rs 7,288 crores
D.Rs 7,289 crores

Answer D
Explanation The program will help the state build school infrastructure and will cost Rs 7,289
crores to implement. The program will assist more than 19.84 lakh children.

48) How many local council schools and the public will be covered in the first
phase of Mana Ooru Mana Badi scheme?
A.9,123
B.9,122
C.9,132
D.9,113

Answer A
Explanation In the first phase, the initiative will be deployed in 9,123 local council schools and
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the public.

49) When did PM Modi virtually presented his 'State of the World' special
address at Davos?
A.7 Jan
B.1 Jan
C.17 Jan
D.18 Jan

Answer C
Explanation On January 17, 2022, PM Modi virtually presented his 'State of the World' special
address at the World Economic Forum's (WEF) Davos Agenda.

50) When was Davos agenda introduced?
A.1970
B.1971
C.1977
D.1972

Answer B
Explanation Political, business, cultural, and media leaders who want to be involved in the
international agenda attend this yearly gathering. Davos was founded in 1971 in Geneva,
Switzerland, as a non-profit organisation that was independent, unbiased, and not linked to
special interests.

51) Where is the enigma being auctioned after the tour?
A.London
B.Dubai
C.New York
D.Los Angeles

Answer A
Explanation After a tour in Dubai, the diamond will be begun taking to Los Angeles before
being auctioned in London in February 2022.
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52) How many components does National Technical Textiles Mission have?
A.3
B.4
C.5
D.6

Answer B
Explanation The National Technical Textiles Mission is divided into four components.

53) When was COVID vaccination drive was launched?
A.December 2021
B.April 2021
C.January 2021
D.July 2021

Answer C
Explanation The COVID vaccination drive was launched in January 2021.

54) How many buses is the Delhi government planning on release by February
2022?
A.40
B.70
C.60
D.50

Answer D
Explanation The Delhi government plans to release fifty more electric buses by February 2022.

55) Since when the previous army uniform used?
A.2000
B.2018
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C.2008
D.2001

Answer C
Explanation The previous Uniform has been in use since 2008. The new Uniform has an
equivalent color to the older one, earthen shades and green.

56) When was National Payment Corporation Of India Established?
A.2018
B.2008
C.2000
D.2001

Answer B
Explanation India's National Payments Corporation of India was established in 2008.

57) Where is 9th Edition Of Women National Ice Hockey Championship
happening
A.Himachal Pradesh
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation The 9th Women's National Ice Hockey Championship-2022 was launched in
Himachal Pradesh at the Ice Skating Rink in Kaza, Lahaul Spiti district.

58) How much is the cash prize for the winning schools under the Swachh
Vidyalaya Puraskar?
A.Rs 60000 per school.
B.Rs 6000 per school.
C.Rs 600000 per school.
D.Rs 600000 per school.
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Answer A
Explanation This year, 40 schools will be chosen at the national level in the overall category.
Under the Samagra Shiksha scheme, the award cash has been increased from Rs 50,000 to Rs
60,000 per school.

59) When was the first Raising Day celebrated by NDRF?
A.2016
B.2000
C.2006
D.2001

Answer C
Explanation Since its inception on January 19, 2006, the National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) has celebrated Raising Day every year on January 19.

60) When was Debnath awarded the Padma Shri?
A.2013
B.2015
C.2007
D.2021

Answer D
Explanation Debnath was awarded the Padma Shri, India's fourth-highest civilian honor, in
2021.

61) When was Antarctica Ice Fish discovered?
A.January 2021
B.February 2021
C.December 2020
D.January 2022

Answer B
Explanation In February 2021, the species was discovered. Their breeding nests, on the other
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hand, were only recently discovered.

62) How many active nests were discovered in the Antarctic sea?
A.50 Million
B.55 Million
C.60 Million
D.65 Million

Answer C
Explanation Sixty million active nests are covering 92 sq miles in the Antarctic sea. This is the
world's largest discovered fish breeding colony.

63) When was Asteroid 1994 PC1 discovered?
A.1997
B.1996
C.1998
D.1995

Answer A
Explanation Asteroid 1994 PC1 was discovered in 1997 by Goldstone radar.

64) What is the another name for Asteroid 1994 PC1?
A.7481
B.7488
C.7382
D.7482

Answer D
Explanation "7482" is another name for it. Its length exceeds one kilometer. This equates to
3,450 feet. The Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, stands 2,722 feet tall.

65) When was the Best FIFA Football Awards first presented?
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A.2016
B.2015
C.2017
D.2014

Answer C
Explanation Best FIFA Football Awards was given for the first time in 2017

66) When was the FIFA World Player of the Year award first given out?
A.1991
B.2015
C.2017
D.2014

Answer A
Explanation The FIFA World Player of the Year award was given out by FIFA until 2015.

67) Since when Jakarta has served as Indonesia's capital?
A.1940
B.1948
C.1949
D.1959

Answer C
Explanation Since 1949, Jakarta has served as Indonesia's capital.

68) When did Indonesia state that it will be shifting it's capital?
A.2018
B.2019
C.2017
D.2020

Answer B
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Explanation East Kalimantan, or Jakarta, is a city on the island of Borneo. In 2019, it was stated
that the capital would be relocated here.

69) How much did the organization that successfully thwarted cyber-attacks
pay?
A.3 million dollars
B.6 million dollars
C.3.6 million dollars
D.6.3 million dollars

Answer C
Explanation An organization that successfully thwarted cyber-attacks paid 3.6 million dollars.

70) Based on how many extreme weather events was the Climate Hazards and
Vulnerability Atlas created?
A.11
B.14
C.13
D.12

Answer B
Explanation The map was created by scientists based on 14 extreme weather events.

71) When was Australian Open began?
A.11 Jan
B.16 Jan
C.17 Jan
D.12 Jan

Answer C
Explanation The Australian Open has been one of the four major Grand Slam tournaments. It
was supposed to begin on January 17, 2022.
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72) When does operation Sard Hawa began?
A.22 Jan
B.24 Jan
C.21 Jan
D.23 Jan

Answer D
Explanation For this reason, the BSF performs Operation Sard Hawa during the winter. This
year's Operation Sard Hawa will take place respectively 23 -28 January.

73) How much did Individual Investors percentage have risen in 2021?
A.40%
B.45%
C.35%
D.50%

Answer B
Explanation Individual investors in India are on the rise. In 2020, their share was 39 percent.
According to NSE (National Stock Exchange) data, it will have risen to 45 percent by 2021.

74) How many campaigns will be held as a part of the beginning of the
Brahma kumaris' year-long celebration of Azadi ke Amrit?
A.20
B.31
C.40
D.30

Answer D
Explanation It marks the beginning of the Brahma kumaris' year-long celebration of Azadi ke
Amrit. 15000 events and 30 campaigns will be held as part of the initiative.

75) When was IMD established?
A.1885
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B.1975
C.1875
D.1985

Answer C
Explanation The IMD was established in 1875.

76) When was IREDA established?
A.1987
B.1988
C.1989
D.1986

Answer A
Explanation IREDA was founded in 1987 with its headquarters in Delhi

77) When did Saoli Mitra honoured with Padma shri?
A.2019
B.2000
C.2009
D.2001

Answer C
Explanation Mitra received the Sangeet Natak Akademi in 2003 the Padma Shri in 2009.

78) When is the AFC Women's football Asian Cup 2022 happening?
A.21 Jan
B.22 Jan
C.23 jan
D.20 Jan

Answer D
Explanation The AFC Women's Football Asian Cup India 2022 will be held in Mumbai, Navi
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Mumbai, and Pune beginning on January 20, 2022.

79) When did Lt Gen CP Mohanty retire?
A.3 Jan
B.1 Jan
C.30 Jan
D.31 Jan

Answer D
Explanation General Pande, the Eastern Army Commander, would succeed Lt Gen CP Mohanty,
who will retire on January 31.

80) How many votes did Roberta Metsola received for the president of the
European Union's Parliament election?
A.458
B.455
C.488
D.450

Answer A
Explanation Metsola was the contender of the Parliament's largest group, and she received 458
votes out of 616 casts.

81) How many cities were awarded the Streets for people challenge?
A.10
B.12
C.11
D.13

Answer C
Explanation The "Streets for People Challenge Award" has been given to about eleven Cities.

82) How many cities were awarded Nurturing Neighborhood Challenge?
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A.10
B.12
C.8
D.9

Answer D
Explanation The "Nurturing Neighbourhood Challenge" has been awarded to Bengaluru,
Hubballi-Dharwad, Indore, Jabalpur, Kakinada, Kochi, Kohima Rourkela, Vadodara, Warangal.

83) How long does the new Exo planet take to revolve around its star?
A.260
B.261
C.270
D.271

Answer B
Explanation The planet takes 261 days to orbit its star. The temperature on the surface is 76
degrees Celsius.

84) How many earth years does it take for Jupiter to complete one revolution
around the sun?
A.12
B.11
C.21
D.22

Answer A
Explanation Jupiter completes one trip around the sun in twelve Earth years!

85) How much did the Digital payments in the nation increase in September
2021?
A.50%
B.40%
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C.45%
D.55%

Answer B
Explanation Digital payments in the nation surged by 40% in September 2021 compared to
March 2021, according to the index.

86) How much did the number of payments made using digital means
increased?
A.39.65%
B.39.66%
C.38.64%
D.39.64%

Answer D
Explanation Within three years, the index value has climbed by 2.7 times. The number of
payments made using digital means has increased by 39.64 percent.

87) When will the India- central Asia summit happen?
A.22 Jan
B.26 Jan
C.27 Jan
D.28 Jan

Answer C
Explanation PM Modi will host the India-Central Asia Summit on January 27.

88) How many Wetland birds were reported in the Kaziranga National Park?
A. 66,776
B. 66,777
C. 67,776
D. 66,766

Answer A
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Explanation There were 66,776 wetlands birds reported. In the national park area, 42,205 people
were counted.

89) How many Hog deers were reported in the Kaziranga National Park
census?
A.45000
B.40000
C.4000
D.50000

Answer B
Explanation A total of 40,000 hog deer have been reported. They are the primary source of food
for the park's tigers. There were 35 elephants spotted.

90) How many central asian president are attending the India- Central Asia
Summit?
A.4
B.6
C.3
D.5

Answer D
Explanation PM Modi will host the India-Central Asia Summit on January 27. The five
presidents of Central Asia will attend the conference.

91) When was Omo Kibish I first discovered?
A.1967
B.1966
C.1968
D.1977

Answer A
Explanation Omo Kibish I was discovered for the first time in Ethiopia in 1967.
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92) When was the previous National Achievement Survey happen?
A.2007
B.2017
C.2000
D.2001

Answer B
Explanation The "National Achievement Survey" is the name of the survey. It was carried out
with the assistance of district coordinators. The previous survey was carried out in 2017. The
survey's findings are published as individual district report cards.

93) When was KCR Kit Scheme launched in Telengana?
A.2007
B.2000
C.2017
D.2001

Answer C
Explanation K Chandrasekar Rao, the Chief Minister of Telangana, launched it in 2017.
Telangana's state government set aside Rs 605 crores for the scheme in 2017.

94) Which IAS Rule appoints the IAS officers?
A. IAS Rules of 1955
B. IAS Rules of 1954
C. IAS Rules of 1945
D. IAS Rules of 1950

Answer B
Explanation The IAS Rules of 1954 govern the appointment of IAS officers.

95) When was Desh Ke Mentor Program launched?
A.October 2020
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B.October 2019
C.October 2012
D.October 2021

Answer D
Explanation The Delhi Government launched the Desh Ke Mentor Program in October 2021.

96) When was International Labour Organization found?
A.1999
B.1919
C.1991
D.1911

Answer B
Explanation International Labour Organization Founded in 1919

97) Where did India Test Fires BrahMos Supersonic Cruise Missile?
A.Andhra Pradesh
B.Rajasthan
C.Odisha
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation The BrahMos supersonic cruise missile was successfully test-fired from the
Integrated Test Range, Chandipur, off the coast of Odisha, with enhanced indigenous content and
improved performance.

98) When was Sania Mirza named as the one of the "50 Heroes of Asia." ?
A.2015
B.2000
C.2001
D.2005
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Answer D
Explanation In October 2005, Time named Mirza one of the "50 Heroes of Asia."

99) When did Major Hari Pal Singh Ahluwalia receive arjuna award?
A.1965
B.1966
C.1995
D.1955

Answer A
Explanation Major Hari Pal Singh Ahluwalia received the Arjuna Award in 1965

100) When did the The First BRICS Sherpas Meeting 2022 happen?
A.11 Jan
B.20 Jan
C.21 Jan
D.18 Jan

Answer D
Explanation On January 18-19, 2022, the first BRICS Sherpas meeting of 2022 was conducted
virtually, with participants praising India for its BRICS chairship in 2021.

101) When did Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) released its "Climate
of India during 2021" report?
A.21 Jan
B.22 Jan
C.23 Jan
D.24 Jan

Answer A
Explanation On January 21, 2022, the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) released its
"Climate of India during 2021" report.
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102) How many died due to extreme weather conditions in India in 2021?
A.1,751
B.1,750
C.1,752
D.1,753

Answer B
Explanation In 2021, India posted a loss of 1,750 lives due to extreme weather events. With 350
deaths, Maharashtra was the worst-affected state.

103) When was #iPledgeToBeMe campaign launched?
A.2006
B.2001
C.2016
D.2000

Answer C
Explanation Prajakta Koli has previously spoken out against body shaming and online bullying
with her song "Shameless" as part of her campaign #iPledgeToBeMe.In 2016, on World Mental
Health Day, the campaign was launched. She represents YouTube's 'Creators For Change' project
as a worldwide ambassador.

104) When was United Nations Development Program founded?
A.1995
B.1985
C.1975
D.1965

Answer D
Explanation The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) was founded in 1965 by the
United Nations. The company's headquarters are in New York City.

105) How many died of antimicrobial resistance around world in 2019?
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A.1.29 million
B.1.28 million
C.1.26 million
D.1.27 million

Answer D
Explanation According to the study, antimicrobial resistance affected more than 1.27 million
individuals worldwide in 2019.

106) Out Of 23 distinct type bacteria took by the scientist, how many
bacteria's where responsible for the Antimicrobial Resistance deaths?
A.4
B.5
C.6
D.7

Answer C
Explanation The researchers looked at 23 distinct types of bacteria that cause sickness. Only six
of these caused 3.57 million deaths.

107) When was the agreement signed as part of the previously established
"Green Strategic Partnership Action Plan 2020-2025."?
A.February
B.January
C.March
D.April

Answer B
Explanation At a virtual meeting in January, the agreement was signed as part of the previously
established "Green Strategic Partnership Action Plan 2020-2025."

108) How many webinars will be conducted to promote India-Denmark
relationship?
A.3 to 4
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B.4 to 5
C.2 to 3
D.1 to 2

Answer A
Explanation They also agreed to have three to four webinars to promote relationship
development.

109) How much points does a state gain under the Star Rating system of
environmental Ministry for completing a project?
A.less than 80 days
B. 80 days
C.more than 80 days
D. less than 60 days

Answer A
Explanation The star rating system assigns states points on a scale of one to seven for this. For
completing a project in less than 80 days, the states gain two points.

110) What is the time taken to obtain the certification from SEIAA?
A.100
B.105
C.70
D.75

Answer D
Explanation The usual time taken to obtain the certification has been cut to 75 days. It had been
105 days previously.

111) When was The International Energy Agency established?
A.1994
B.1974
C.1947
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D.1977

Answer B
Explanation The International Energy Agency (IEA) was founded in 1974 in conformance with
the OECD framework. It is a self-governing intergovernmental organization.

112) Who is in charge of implementing the fund in Israel under the I4F?
A. Israeli Innovation Authority
B. Israeli Innovating Authority
C. Israel Innovation Authority
D. Israeli Innovation Agency

Answer C
Explanation The Israeli Innovation Authority is in charge of implementing the fund in Israel.

113) When will the Chinese Olympics begin?
A.5 Feb
B.4 Feb
C.3 Feb
D.6 Feb

Answer B
Explanation The Games will be held in Beijing, China, from February 4 to February 20.

114) When was digital government mission launched?
A.2005
B.2001
C.2015
D.2000

Answer A
Explanation Digital government mission launched in 2015
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115) When did Russian Officials granted cryptocurrencies legal status?
A.2022
B.2021
C.2019
D.2020

Answer D
Explanation In Russia, officials granted cryptocurrencies legal status in 2020. Their use in
payments, however, was never authorized.

116) When was the New Species Of Rain frog discovered?
A.2022
B.2012
C.2021
D.2002

Answer B
Explanation The frog was discovered in 2012 and was thought to be a member of the already
classified Pristimantis family.

117) How many more dairy farms were recognized for the hamlet under the
Integrated Dairy Development Scheme?
A.55
B.58
C.57
D.54

Answer C
Explanation It was Also officially recognized 57 more dairy farms for the hamlet under the
Integrated Dairy Development Scheme (IDDS).

118) When did India declared Kokborok as the official language of Tripura?
A.1977
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B.1978
C.1976
D.1979

Answer D
Explanation The state government of Tripura, India, declared Kokborok, along with Bengali and
English, an official language in 1979.

119) When was Saturnino de la Fuente born?
A.1909
B.1919
C.1900
D.1901

Answer A
Explanation He was born February 11, 1909, in the Len neighborhood of Puente Castro, Spain.

120) When was the The Amar Jawan Jyoti was officially launched?
A.1971
B.1972
C.1977
D.1997

Answer B
Explanation The Amar Jawan Jyoti was officially launched by then-Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi on Republic Day in 1972.
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