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BANKING & FINANCE
Interest Rates On Small Savings Schemes Unchanged
Interest rates on Small Savings Schemes remain unchanged by the Government of
India.
Highlights:
For the 4th quarter of 2021-2022 (January February March 2022), the
interest rates on small savings schemes will remain unchanged from the third
quarter of 2021-22. (October-December 2021).
It should be mentioned that West Bengal is the leading contributor to small
savings schemes, with Uttar Pradesh coming in second.
Also, keep in mind that the government publishes interest rates for
comparatively tiny savings accounts on a timely basis.
The annual interest rates on the Public Provident Fund (PPF) and National
Savings Certificate (NSC) will remain at 7.1 percent and 6.8 percent,
respectively, in the fourth quarter.
The decision comes as five states Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab,
GoaSavings
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Offline Digital Payments RBI Framework
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) published a guideline for small-value offline
payments in digital mode on 3 January.
Highlights:
According to the framework, offline payments can be made through any
channel or instrument, such as wallets, mobile devices, or cards. They must,
however, be made nearby or in face-to-face mode only.
Payment system operators (PSOs) and payment system participants (PSPs),
including banks and non-banks, who want to accept payments in the offline
mode must adhere to the stipulated framework's standards.
Offline payment transactions can be done without requiring an additional
authentication element (AFA).
Payment instruments will be authorized for offline transactions based on the
customer's explicit authorization.
Such card transactions will be permitted without activating the contactless
transaction channel.
An offline payment transaction should have a maximum limit of 200.
At any one time, the total limit for offline payment systems on a payment
tool should be Rs 2,000.
Only online mode with AFA should allow the renewal of the used limit.
Users have been compelled to receive transaction alerts when transaction
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details are received, whether from a bank or a non-bank provider.
There is, however, no requirement to issue an alert for each activity.
Payment instruments will be activated only after the customer's explicit
authorization for offline transactions.
Offline Digital Payments
The term "offline payment" refers to a transaction that does not require the
use of a telephone or internet connection to complete.
Customers would resolve their grievances through the RBI's integrated
ombudsman scheme, if applicable.
The RBI's "framework for promoting small value online currencies in offline
mode" includes these rules.
Selected businesses will do pilot testing between September 2020 and July
2021.
On 6 August 2021, the RBI approved a pilot scheme to stimulate technology
advancements to enable small-value digital transactions to be conducted
offline.
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INTERNATIONAL
RCEP Indonesia Stance
On August 25, 2021, India's Trade Minister, Muhammad Lutfi, presented his case
to Indonesia's lower house of parliament for ratification of the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) trade agreement.
Highlights:
Minister argued in his statement to DPR Commission VI that the RCEP will
benefit Indonesia.
In the midst of the covid-19 pandemic, it also promises to strengthen its role
in regional supply chains and improve the country's economic performance.
The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a free trade
agreement between Australia, Brunei, China, Cambodia, Japan, Indonesia,
Laos, South Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand,
the Philippines, and Vietnam, which includes Australia, Brunei, China,
Cambodia, Japan, Indonesia, Laos, South Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand,
Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines, and Vietnam.
The RCEP does not include India or the United States. The 15-member bloc
accounts for 30% of the global population and 30% of the global GDP.
India declined to join the RCEP, citing concerns that it would open it up to
Chinese goods, thereby increasing its trade deficit with China.
The RCEP agreement has been in the works since 2012. India was also
involved in the talks. India, on the other hand, withdrew in 2019 due to
concerns about lower tariffs.
Prior to India, RCEP did not include the United States, which had left the
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) in 2017.
Aim
To help emerging economies catch up with developed economies, lower
tariffs, open up trade in services and encourage investment.
Companies will save money and time as a result of the agreement, which
allows them to export products anywhere within the bloc without having to
comply with separate rules for each country.
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Sudans PM Resigned
Sudan's Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok announced his resignation on January 2,
2022, following mass protests in the capital city of Khartoum.
Highlights:
Protests have erupted in response to the Prime Minister's recent agreement to
share power with the army.
Prior to this agreement, the army staged a coup in October 2021. Protesters
demanded that full civilian rule be restored.
However, the army retaliated with another round of violence. It resulted in
the deaths of two people.
With Hamdok's resignation, the army now has complete control of the
government.
a setback for the democratic transition
The resignation of Hamdok is yet another setback for Sudan's fragile
attempts to transition to democracy following a popular uprising that saw
long-time authoritarian President Omar al-Bashir overthrown in 2019.
On October 25, 2021, the Sudanese army staged a coup. Prime Minister
Hamdok was initially placed under house arrest as a result of the coup.
After that, civilian and military leaders signed a power-sharing agreement.
In November 2021, Prime Minister Hamdok and the Army reached a powersharing agreement.
The agreement stated that the reinstated prime minister would lead the
technocratic cabinet until new elections happen.
It was unclear, however, how much power the new transitional government
will indeed wield. Protesters, on the other hand, showed their disdain for the
military.

India Aids Afghanistan
India donated 500,000 doses of Covid-19 vaccines to Afghanistan on January 2,
2021, and will send another 500,000 doses in the coming days as part of
humanitarian aid.
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Highlights:
Doses were given to Kabul's Indira Gandhi Children's Hospital.
Because there are currently no daily flights between India and Afghanistan,
vaccines have been sent via an Iranian Mahan Air flight.
On December 11, 2021, India sent 1.6 megatons of life-saving medications
to a Kabul hospital.
The World Health Organization was involved in the distribution of these
medications.
India's Assistance to Afghanistan
The Shahtoot dam has been agreed to be built by India. The dam will
provide safe and potable water to the city of Kabul's 2 million residents.
It was constructed on the 202-kilometer Pul-e-Khumri transmission line,
which connects India to Kabul.
Since 2001, Fully committed USD 3 billion to Afghanistan's rebuilding and
reconstruction.
India also assisted in the redevelopment of Afghanistan's Parliament.
India also offered to send 50,000 tons of grain to Afghan via Pakistani land
routes.
However, it's been stalled due to the conditions imposed by Pakistan.
Pakistan announced on December 3 that wheat and medicines will be
delivered in Afghan trucks via the Wagah land border crossing. However,
the methods have not yet been finalized.
India's Development Program
Large infrastructure projects
Human resource development and capacity building
Humanitarian assistance
High-impact community development projects
Enhancing trade and investment through air and land connectivity
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Tsirkon Missiles 2022: Test Fired By Russia
Around ten new Tsirkon (Zircon) hypersonic cruise missiles and two missiles from
a submarine were successfully test-fired by Russia.
Highlights:

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 3 - January 9, 2022)

The Zircon missile would have a range of 1,000 kilometers and be able to fly
at nine times the speed of sound (620 miles).
The Tsirkon Cruise Missile will join Russia's hypersonic arsenal, which
already includes Avangard glide vehicles and air-launched Kinzhal (Dagger)
missiles.
Russian cruisers, frigates, and submarines will be armed with Zircon. It's one
of a number of hypersonic missiles in Russia's development pipeline.
The launch was the latest in a string of Zircon tests ahead of its commercial
launch next year.
The weapon has been hailed by Russian President Vladimir Putin as part of a
new creation of unrivaled weapons systems.
A missile test conducted last week was dubbed "a major event in the life of
the country" by Putin, who added that it was "a significant step" in
continuing to increase Russia's defense capabilities.
Some Western specialists have questioned how sophisticated Russia's
current group of weapons are while acknowledging that hypersonic missiles
are difficult to track and intercept due to their combination of speed,
maneuverability, and altitude.

EU Presidency For Six Months 2022: France
With effect from January 1, 2022, France has taken over the rotating presidency of
the Council of the European Union.
Highlights:
The EU presidency will be held by the country for the next six months, until
June 30, 2022. France is taking over the rotating presidency for the 13th
time.
"Recovery, strength, belonging" is France's motto as EU President.
France will work to put digitalization and climate protection at the forefront
of the continent's agenda.
Every six months, the EU presidency is rotated among the 27-nation bloc's
member states. France will be supplemented by the Czech Republic after the
six-month presidency is completed.
France's capital is Paris and currency is the Euro.
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Jean Castex is the Prime Minister, and Emmanuel Macron is the President of
France.

Tony Blair Joins Top Royal Order
Tony Blair, the former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, has been appointed
to the highest royal order.
Highlights:
Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair, the Duchess of Cornwall, and
Baroness Amos are all set to be inducted into the Order of the Garter, the
country's oldest and most prestigious chivalric order.
Former Prime Minister Tony Blair will now be referred to as "Sir Tony."
The appointments are made at the Queen's discretion, as she has up to 24
"knight and lady companions."
The ceremonial order, which dates back to 1348, honors substantial public
service and is bestowed without the approval of the prime minister.
The UK decided to join the US-led invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan under
Sir Tony's leadership, and an official inquiry into the 2003 Iraq war was
deeply critical of his government and UK military chiefs.
After Diana, Princess of Wales died, he famously referred to her as the
"people's princess."
Baroness Amos, a member of the House of Lords, is made a "lady
companion" in recognition of her work as international development
secretary, UN under-secretary-general for humanitarian affairs, and master
of University College, Oxford.
She was born in Guyana and moved to the United Kingdom with her family
in 1963, where she built a career working for equal opportunities, serving as
the chief executive of the Equal Opportunities Commission from 1989 to
1994.
She is an individual non-executive director of the England and Wales
Cricket Board and a lifelong cricket fan.
With the majority of the order's members in their seventies, eighties, and
beyond, Baroness Amos, 67, and Tony Blair, 68, become two of the order's
younger folk in a post held until death.
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Pangong Tso China's Construction
China has been seen building a bridge linking the north and south shores of the
Pangong Lake in the last two months.
Highlights:
The bridge is now being built on the Chinese side. It is, however, 25-30
kilometers from India's claimed Line of Actual Control (LAC).
The bridge still links Pangong Lake's north and south shores, providing rapid
access to both sides for the Chinese troops.
India had conquered essential heights in the Kailash range on the southern
bank by August 2020.
It gave forces a strategic advantage because they could see the Chinese
garrison in Moldo. India had backed down from the apex following a
"mutual pullback plan" to de-escalate tensions.
The bridge's construction is essential because it will permit speedy induction
by reducing the distance and time required to reach the disputed areas near
Pangong Lake.
China's New Border Law
China's new border law went into effect on 1 January 2021.
The new law demands the country's border defense, border infrastructure,
and village development be strengthened.
It also specifies the circumstances under which protective measures can be
used across border territories.
India's Concerns
China has increased its force posture in this sector by around 50,000 troops
since tensions in Ladakh began in May 2021.
Aside from Ladakh, China has also aggressively pursued Sikkim and
Arunachal Pradesh in the Eastern Sector.
China recently renamed 15 locations in Arunachal Pradesh on its map. The
Chinese legal system is not designed with India in mind.
However, it has significant ramifications for the India-China border issue,
which has escalated since May 2020.
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Nuclear War UNSC Statement
On 3 January 2022, the Kremlin released a UNSC declaration on nuclear war.
Highlights:
In a joint declaration, Russia, China, the United Kingdom, the United States,
and France said further nuclear proliferation and a nuclear conflict should be
avoided.
These five countries also want to avoid nuclear war and minimize strategic
risks. They also want to engage with all nations to create a secure
environment.
Countries agreed in a united statement that a nuclear war cannot be won and
should never be conducted.
They also stated that as long as nuclear weapons exist, they should be used
for defense purposes, prevent conflict, and discourage aggression.
A joint statement was issued in light of worsening bilateral ties between the
US and Russia. Since the conclusion of the Cold War, the relationship
between the two countries has degraded to its lowest point.
Relations between the US and China are likewise at an all-time low.

Indias Monthly Goods Exports Trend
India's monthly products export report was just released by the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.
Highlights:
In December 2021, export demand for petroleum products, engineering
products, and diamonds, and jewelry was at an all-time high.
Exports increased by 48.9% between April and December. In the first nine
months, total services exports were 179 billion dollars (Apr to Dec).
By the conclusion of the fiscal year, it is expected to reach 230 billion
dollars. The growth of export baskets is the primary reason for the increase
in exports.
In December 2021, the trade imbalance was 21.99 billion dollars. It was
15.75 billion dollars last year.
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Exports:
Between April and December 2021, the country's merchandise exports
totaled $300 billion USD.
This was a 26% increase over the same period last year. At this rate, India's
exports will reach $400 billion by 2021-22. The country's exports were 290
billion dollars in 2020-21.
Engineering goods account for a quarter of overall exports. In comparison to
the previous year, it has increased by 37%.
Exports of gems and jewelry account for 8% of overall exports. It has
increased by 15.8%.
In December 2021, the country's merchandise imports totaled 59.27 billion
dollars. Its value has risen by 38.06 percent. In December of this year, it was
49.7%.
Imports:
Imports totaled 59.27 billion dollars in December 2021. It has climbed by
38%.
In December 2021, oil imports totaled 15.9 billion dollars. It went up 65.17
percent.

Digital Yuan Wallet
The Chinese government intends to introduce the Digital Yuan, Digital Currency to
the rest of the world at the 2022 Winter Olympics. It has the same value as paper
currency.
Highlights:
China's digital currency is the Digital Yuan. It was first released in 2014 and
it has been operational (at least in test mode) since then.
The Digital Yuan is a fiat currency, not a cryptocurrency. The Chinese
Central Bank is in charge of it.
The workings of the Digital Yuan are divided into two categories. Expenses
and Distribution The Chinese central bank distributes the digital Yuan to
commercial banks.
The digital currency is subsequently distributed to the general public by
commercial banks. Customers have the option of exchanging money for
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digital yuan.
To get digital Yuan, people must use a smartphone application. The Digital
Yuan Wallet Apps are now available on the Google Play and Apple App
Stores.
The app was initially released in the year 2019. The app's user base has
grown to ten million people.
The central bank has complete control over the value of the Digital Yuan.
Citizens of China can swap their Yuan for gold at any moment.
Unlike the United Kingdom, India, and the United States, where gold is
sometimes in the form of paper, gold in China is genuine gold.
They trade Yuan for genuine gold. This system is also valid to Digital Yuan.

India's Ethanol Consumption Research By IEA
India is on track to become the world's third-largest ethanol market by 2026,
according to a new study by the International Energy Agency (IEA).
Highlights:
By 2026, India will only trail the United States and Brazil, as it has hastened
its transition to a clean energy environment, intending to become carbon
neutral by 2070.
This study was conducted after India tripled its ethanol consumption from
2017 to 2021, to a predicted 3 billion liters.
By 2026, India will have surpassed China as the world's third-largest ethanol
consumer.
According to the IEA, India has made "significant progress" in growing
ethanol blending.
In 2017, 2% of the time was spent blending. By the year 2021, it had risen to
8%. As a result, India is achieving 10% blending by 2022.
In June, Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated that the Union Government is
dedicated to achieving the goal of 20% ethanol blending in gasoline by
2025.
The target date had previously been set for 2030. Currently, ethanol is
combined with petrol at a rate of 8.5 percent.
According to the IEA, achieving a 20% ethanol blend poses considerable
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challenges, including vehicle compatibility, raw material availability, GHG
emissions and sustainability regulations, and competitive incentives.

India- Germany Bilateral Ties
On January 5, 2022, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz met and broadened bilateral collaboration.
Highlights:
Both parties also agreed to focus on green energy and climate action
alliances.
They looked at the possibility of continuing cooperation projects, such as
boosting trade and investment.
They also agreed that there is tremendous synergy in the governance
priorities set by the new German administration and India's economic
strategy and the opportunity to diversify collaboration and exchanges in new
sectors.
Olaf Scholz was sworn in as Germany's new chancellor, ending Angela
Merkel's 16-year reign. Only three people have held this job in the last 40
years.
As a result, Germany's new government coalition has created new
opportunities to strengthen India-Germany ties.
Germany is a significant source of FDI in manufacturing in India.
As a result, the incoming chancellor's actions in trade, supply chains, and
green finance will directly impact growth and investment in India.
Among European countries, Germany is India's most significant trading
partner. India primarily exports textiles, chemicals, electrical engineering
items, food, metal, and leather goods to Germany.
Metals, chemicals, electrical engineering items, motor vehicles, and vehicle
parts from Germany are highly demanded in India.
According to figures from the Ministry of External Affairs, bilateral
commerce between India and Germany totaled approximately 21 billion
Euros in 2019.

Captain Harpreet Chandi Singh Reaches South Pole
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Polar Preet, an Indian-origin British Sikh Military officer, and physiotherapist have
created history by being the first woman of color to make a solo unsupported walk
to the South Pole.
Highlights:
After trekking 700 miles (1,127 kilometers) while towing a pulk or sled with
all of her gear and braving conditions of minus 50 degrees Celsius and wind
speeds of over 60 mph, Capt. Chandi proclaimed her record-breaking
achievement at the conclusion of Day 40.
As Clinical Training Officer for a Medical Brigade in the northwest of
England, Capt. Chandi's primary responsibility is to organize and validate
training for Army medics.
She is currently based in London, where she is pursuing a part-time master's
degree in Sports and Exercise Medicine at Queen Mary's University.
She has been dragging around two large tires for her polar coaching as a
substitute for the heavy sled she has been trying to drag along in Antarctica
for the past few months.
Capt. Chandi says she's always tried to push the human body to its limits,
and she sees her latest assignment as part of that.
She has raced marathons and ultramarathons as an "endurance athlete," and
as an Army officer.
She has completed large-scale drills and deployments in Nepal, Kenya, and
most recently, a six-month UN peacekeeping tour in South Sudan.

ISA 102 Member: Antigua and Barbuda
Antigua and Barbuda became the 102nd member of the ISA.
Highlights:
Antigua and Barbuda became the 102nd member of the International Solar
Alliance (ISA) after joining the International Solar Alliance Framework
Agreement, a worldwide green energy effort sponsored by India.
In the presence of Indian High Commissioner Dr. K. J. Srinivasa, Prime
Minister Gaston Browne of Antigua and Barbuda signed a framework
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agreement to stimulate global energy transformation through a solar-led
approach.
In 2015, India and France together created the International Solar Alliance
(ISA) to promote solar energy at the United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP-21) in Paris, France.
Antigua and Barbuda's capital is Saint John's, its currency is the East
Caribbean Dollar, and its prime minister is Gaston Browne.
ISA
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French Prime Minister Francois
Hollande jointly introduced the ISA at the 21st Conference of Parties
(COP21) on November 30, 2015.
Ban Ki-Moon, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, was also
present.
According to the High Commission statement, the Paris Declaration creating
the ISA notes that the countries have a collective aim to conduct innovative
and concentrated efforts to reduce the cost of capital and cost of products for
immediate deployment of solar production assets.
Mobilizing USD 1 trillion in solar investments by 2030 would pave the path
for future solar generation, storage, and good technology for each
prospective member country's particular needs.

Drafting of Chiles Constitution
On January 5, 2022, Chile's constitutional assembly, which was tasked with
drafting a new constitution, chose a new president.
Highlights:
Members of the constitutional assembly elected epidemiologist Maria Elisa
Quinteros as President after nine rounds of voting. She will succeed Elisa
Loncon, the organization's first president.
This modification was included in the documents of the 155-member body
that was elected in 2021 to design the new Magna Carta for Chile. Quinteros
won the 78 votes needed to succeed Loncon.
Gabriel Boric, Chile's freshly elected next president, congratulated her on
her victory.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 3 - January 9, 2022)

The constitutional assembly has been allocated nine months to prepare the
new constitution, with a possible three-month extension.
Following that, a referendum must be held, which will be organized by
Boric's government, which is slated to assume office on 11 March.
The country is set to undergo significant changes as a result of the new
constitution. Environmentalists are expecting new protections from the
constitution, while Indigenous leaders are hoping for a new connection
between their community and the state.
Boric's Government
Gabriel Boric is the President-elect of Chile. He is a 35-year-old former
leader of the student movement.
In December 2021, he was re-elected. By 11 percentage points, he beat farright candidate Jose Antonio Kast.
He will be the youngest president in Chile's history. The electoral criteria are
discussed in Article 26.
The president is chosen by direct ballot, with an absolute majority of legally
cast votes. The President is elected via a two-round system.
To win the election, the victorious candidate's party must receive more than
50% of valid votes in the first round.
The presidential election is held on the third Sunday in November of each
year, just before the president's term ends.

Asian Waterbird Census
The International Waterbird Census (IWC) includes the Asian Waterbird Census
(AWC). In 143 nations, the international census is undertaken.
Highlights:
Wetlands International and the Bombay Natural History Society are cohosting the AWC. Every year in January, the AWC takes place.
The volunteers count the waterbirds in the marshes during the census.
Southeast Asia, Australasia, the East Asian Australasian Flyway, and the
region between Afghanistan and Japan are among the primary regions
covered by the AWC.
It all began in 1987. In 2021, the AWC recorded a fourfold decrease in the
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entire waterbird population compared to 2020.
Delhi's Sanjay Lake
In the lake, just 13 species were found. There were 17 species documented
between 2019 and 2021.
The number of birds, on the other hand, has climbed from 90 in 2021 to 132
in 2022. The lake's biological richness is dwindling. The lake is deteriorating
as a result of this.
Cormorant and Eurasian Coot were among the migratory bird species seen in
Sanjay Lake. The Cormorant is a migratory bird that originates in Southeast
Asia.
Temperate Asia is where the Eurasian Coot migrates. The India Spot-Billed
duck is a common species in Indian wetlands.
Only one pair, however, was discovered. The arrival of migratory birds in
the lake has been reduced due to human pollution and boating. Water
availability is also an issue for the lake.
Hastinapur Wildlife Sanctuary
It is located in Hastinapur, India. It is part of the Central Asian Flyway.
According to the census, the number of bar-headed geese, common teal, and
gadwall has decreased.
The diversity of species has risen. The total number of bords spotted, on the
other hand, has reduced. Human intervention is causing the lake to
deteriorate.
The Census is still being conducted and is expected to be completed in
February 2022.
Objectives
Estimates of the bird population are needed.
To keep track of changes in the distribution of waterbirds
To gain a better understanding of waterbirds and to monitor waterbird
habitat
To provide information on waterbird conservation.
To raise public awareness about the importance of wetland environments
and waterbirds
Parts of Delhi are currently participating in the Asian Waterbird Census.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Padhe Bharat
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan launched the 'Padhe Bharat'
100-day Reading Campaign on 1 January.
Highlights:
The Padhe Bharat Campaign was launched to help students improve their
academic performance.
It is a significant step toward improving learning levels because it fosters
creativity, critical thinking, vocabulary, and the ability to express oneself
verbally and in writing.
It will assist children in making connections with their surroundings and reallife situations.
The campaign will cover children in Balvatika from kindergarten to eighth
grade. On January 1, 2022, the Padhe Bharat campaign began.
It will take place over the course of 100 days, or 14 weeks. On April 10,
2022, it will come to an end.
The campaign was launched with the goal of involving all stakeholders,
including children, educational administrators, teachers, parents, the
community, and others, at both the national and state levels.
Activities
One activity has been designed per week for each group as part of the 100
days campaign, with the goal of making reading enjoyable and creating a
lifelong association with the joy of reading.
A comprehensive guideline on the Reading Campaign, as well as an ageappropriate weekly calendar of activities, has been prepared by the Ministry.
All of the guidelines were developed in collaboration with states and union
territories. The goals and vision of the "foundational Literacy and Numeracy
mission" have also been aligned with the reading campaign.
The campaign will also emphasize Indian languages such as mother tongues,
regional languages, and local languages.
In order to achieve this goal, the campaign has been linked to "International
Mother Tongue Day," which takes place on 21 February.
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Water Taxi Service In Mumbai
Mumbai's much-anticipated Water Taxi Services are expected to begin in January
2022.
Highlights:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is expected to launch the water taxi service
in the first week of January 2022. There are three operators available right
now.
After their catamaran is certified fit, the fourth operator will join. Following
Nitin Gadkari's appointment as Shipping Minister, work on the Water Taxi
Services project was accelerated.
The Mumbai Port Trust (MbPT), Maharashtra Maritime Board, and City &
Industrial Development Corporation have collaborated on the Water Taxi
Service project (CIDCO).
Mumbai Water Transport Project
This service will most likely connect the Domestic Cruise Terminal at Ferry
Wharf with the terminals in Belapur and Nerul.
Several operators have been given the following routes:
International Cruise Terminal to Elephanta Domestic Cruise Terminal
(DCT) to Karanjade, Rewas, and Dharamtar.
DCT to Belapur, Vashi, Nerul, Airoli, Khanderi Islands & JNPT
The most important route will be DCT to JNPT and Navi Mumbai.
Fares And Time
DTC to Navi Mumbai fares will range from Rs 1200 to 1500 per passenger,
while DTC to JNPT fares will be around Rs 750.
At the moment, the fares are extremely high. Once operators have a large
catamaran, rates will be reduced.
The ferry from DCT to Navi Mumbai will take 30 minutes, and the ferry
from DCT to JNPT will take 15-20 minutes.
These services are available for 300 to 330 days out of the year. It will not,
however, function in extremely heavy rains.
Previously, the Gateway of India was connected to Navi Mumbai by
catamaran, and Girgaum to Juhu by catamaran.
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However, the services were terminated in 1994. The Mumbai-Mandwa route
is currently served by speedboats, catamarans, and launches.
It is also launched to connect Mumbai to Uran, Rewas, Mora, Mandwa, and
Elephanta Caves via launches.

Census 2021 Updates
The first phase of the census and data collection for updating the National
Population Register (NPR) has been postponed at least until September 2022,
according to the Central Government.
Highlights:
District, sub-district, taluka, tehsil, and police station boundaries were frozen
in December 2021, but this was postponed until June 2022.
The census cannot be conducted without the administrative unit boundary
limits being frozen. It is completed at least three months in advance.
Between two censuses, all jurisdictional changes in an administrative area
must be covered in order for administrative units to be finalized.
The number of districts has increased from 640 in 2011 to 736 in 2021,
according to provisional data compiled by the Registrar General of India
(RGI).
The number of sub-districts has increased from 5,925 in 2011 to 6,754 in
2021, while census towns have increased from 3,892 to 5,050 and statutory
towns have increased from 4,041 to 4,657.
Villages, on the other hand, have decreased from 6,40,934 to 6,39,083 over
the same time period.
Phase Of Census 2021:
From April to September 2020, the first phase of Census 2021, which
included house listing, housing census, and updating the NPR, was
scheduled.
However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it was postponed indefinitely.
The census's second and most important phase, which involves population
enumeration, was set to end on March 5, 2021.
However, this was impossible because states were prohibited from forming
new administrative units from January 1, 2020, to March 31, 2021.
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National Population Register (NPR)
NPR is a list of everyone who lives in India. It includes citizens as well as
non-citizens. The first edition of NPR was published in 2010.
In 2015, it was updated. It has already compiled a database with information
on 119 crore people. Along with the first phase of the 2020 census, NPR was
to be updated.
It was established by the Ministry of Home Affairs in 1961 to plan, conduct,
and analyze the results of India's demographic surveys, such as the
Linguistic Survey and the Census of India.
A civil servant with the rank of Joint Secretary holds the position of
Registrar.
In India, the census is the single most important source of statistical data on
various aspects of citizens' lives. In 1881, the first synchronous census was
conducted.

Nineteenth Tranche Of Electoral Bonds
On December 31, 2021, the central government approved the issuance of the 19th
tranche of electoral bonds, down that route of assembly polls in five states.
Highlights:
Electoral bonds will be available for purchase from January 1 to October 10,
2022.
The bonds will be issued and encashed by the State Bank of India (SBI)
through its 29 Authorized Branches.
Five states, namely Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab,
and Goa, will hold assembly elections.
Electoral Bond
Electoral Bonds are a type of financial instrument that can be used to donate
to political parties.
These bonds are available in denominations of 1000, 10000, 1 lakh, 10 lakh,
and 1 crore rupees, with no upper limit.
The only bank authorized to issue these bonds is SBI. The bonds are valid
for fifteen days from the date of issuance.
They can be redeemed in a registered political party's designated account. It
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does not include the name of the donor.
In the months of January, April, July, and October, any person who is a
citizen of India or has a business in India can purchase these bonds for ten
days each.
Bonds can be purchased individually or in groups with other people.
The first batch of electoral bonds was sold from March 1 to March 10, 2018.
Between September 1 and 10, 2021, the 18th tranche of bonds was sold.
Electoral bonds allow parties registered under the Representation of the
People Act 1951 to receive donations.
Furthermore, in the most recent elections, these parties should not have
received less than 1% of the vote.

One Nation-One Grid-One Frequency
As part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, PowerGrid Corporation Limited
commemorated the achievement of "One Nation One Grid."
Highlights:
On this occasion, Free health check-ups and medical camps were organized
across 70 locations.
India's total multi-transmission capacity is currently around 1,12,250 MW.
By 2022, it is expected to increase to around 1,18,740 MW.
By transferring power from resource-centric regions to load-centric regions,
synchronization of all provincial grids will aid in the most efficient use of
natural resources.
It will also result in the establishment of a thriving electricity market in
India, which will facilitate power trading.
National Grid India History
Grid management in India began in the 1960s on a regional basis. Grids
were initially connected to form a regional grid. Going to follow this, India
was divided into five grid-based regions:
Northern Grid
Eastern Grid
Western Grid
North Eastern Grid and
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Southern region.
In October 1991, the North Eastern and Eastern Grids were linked. In March
2003, the Western Grid and the North Eastern Grid were linked.
The North and East grids were connected in 2006. As a result, four regional
grids, the Northern, Eastern, Western, and North Eastern grids, were
interconnected to form a single-frequency central grid.
With the commencement of the 765kV Raichur-Solapur Power line in 2013,
the Southern Region was linked to the Central Grid.
With this, the goal of 'ONE NATION'-'ONE GRID'-'ONE FREQUENCY'
was met.
Power Grid Corporation Of India
Power Grid is a statutory corporation in India that reports to the Ministry of
Power. Gurugram is the company's headquarters.
The company's main business is bulk power transmission across India.
Around half of the entire power generated in India is transmitted through the
power grid.

Kochi Water Metro Project Gets First-Ever Electric Boat
The Kochi Metro Rail Limited received the first battery-powered electric boat
manufactured for the Kochi Water Metro Project in Kerala.
Highlights:
The fully air-conditioned boat is one of 23 being manufactured for the
747-crore Kochi Water Metro project by the Cochin Shipyard.
The Kochi Water Metro system would include 78 ships that will connect 38
ports over 76 route kilometers.
For all Banking, SSC, Insurance, and other exams, get the Prime Test Series.
The 100-passenger water metro boat is powered by batteries.
The battery can be charged in 10 to 15 minutes while the passengers are
boarding.
According to KMRL, this is the first time a centrally managed integrated
water transportation system with a large fleet has been powered by a battery.
The Kochi Metro Rail Limited has built 23 battery-powered electric boats
for the water metro project.
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The first boat was handed over to the KMRL in the presence of its MD
Loknath Behra and his wife Madhumita Behra at a ceremony held at the
shipyard here.
The occasion was attended by CSL Chairman and Managing Director
Madhu S Nair, KMRL Directors K R Kumar and D K Sinha, CSL Directors
Bjoy Bhaskar and V J Jose, Water Metro General Manager Shaji
Janardhanan, and others.
The boat was given the name Muziris by Madhmita Behra.

Jawaharlal Nehru Road Now Called Narendra Modi Marg
Ganga Prasad, the Governor of Sikkim, has announced a new road, Narendra Modi
Marg.
Highlights:
From the 4th mile of Kyongsala, the Governor looked down on the road
under Kabi Lungchok.
The alternative to Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg is this street. Border Roads
Organization constructed the National Monument on National Highway 310.
Indian tourists will have an easier time getting to the Nathula Border.
The Border Roads Organization built the stretch, which has cut the distance
between Gangtok and Tsomgo Lake by 15 kilometers.
The proposal to change the name of the road after the prime minister was
passed unanimously in the gram sabha on December 20, according to IK
Rasaily, the village council head of 51 Kyongasala GPU.
The Border Roads Organization built the stretch, which has cut the length
between Gangtok and Tsomgo Lake by 15 kilometers.
Rasaily explained that it is a small gesture to give thanks to the PM, who
made free vaccines and rations available during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Jhansi Railway Station Renamed Veerangana Laxmibai Railway Station
Jhansi Railway Station in Uttar Pradesh has been renamed 'Veerangana Laxmibai
Railway Station.'

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 3 - January 9, 2022)

Highlights:
Yogi Adityanath, the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, has announced that
the Jhansi Railway Station in Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh, has been renamed
"Veerangana Laxmibai Railway Station" in honor of Rani Laxmibai.
Yogi Adityanath, the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, made the
announcement.
The UP government has released a notice to this effect, and the railways
have begun preparatory work to implement the change.
Mughalsarai Railway Station was previously known as Pt. Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Junction, and Faizabad Railway Station was known as Ayodhya
Cantt.
The railway station's station code will be changed in the future.
The renaming will likely boost tourism in the area, as well as benefit the
Bundelkhand region.
The railway station will be named after Rani Laxmibai after some
formalities are completed. According to Manoj Singh, the Jhansi railway
station will be renamed the Veerangana Laxmibai railway station.
Faizabad was renamed Ayodhya, Allahabad was renamed Prayagraj, and
Mughalsarai station was renamed Deen Dayal Upadhyay Junction by the
Yogi government.

NTPC To Buy Equity In Power Exchange Of India Ltd
NTPC intends to purchase a 5% stake in Power Exchange of India Ltd.
Highlights:
NTPC Ltd., a state-owned power generation company, is set to buy a 5%
stake in Power Exchange of India Ltd. (PXIL
It should be stated that the government intends to increase the share of spot
power in India's total electricity supply to 25% by 2023-24.
The size of small power trading is currently around 5%.
It became India's first institutionalized promoted power exchange on
February 20, 2008.
PXIL offers a variety of electricity market solutions and facilitates the
connection of buyers and sellers.
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The PXIL has a paid-up capital of Rs 58.47 crore and an officially approved
share capital of Rs 120 crore.
National Thermal Power Corporation Limited, or NTPC Limited, is an
Indian established by law corporation.
It was involved in the generation of electricity as well as other related
activities.
It is a legislative corporation that was established under the Companies Act
of 1956 and is owned by the Ministry of Power of the Government of India.

GitHub Case
On 3 January 2021, Bengaluru police detained an engineering student for
questioning in connection with their investigation into two apps where photographs
of Muslim women were posted to "auction" them.
Highlights:
The latest app was discovered on 1 January when authorities were
approached by women who had been targeted. The last application was
released in July 2021.
A second-year civil engineering student was brought into the prison. He had
a Twitter account to share stuff from the app.
Unknown persons were named in an FIR filed by Mumbai cyber police
under Indian Penal Code (IPC) sections 153A, 153 B, 295A, 354D, 500, and
509, and Section 67 of the Information Technology Act.
The case was initiated based on the claims of several of the women whose
photos were utilized in the app.
The July app is also being investigated by the Intelligent Fusion and
Strategic Operations Unit (IFSO).
The guy was arrested about the outcry over the disturbing online 'auction' of
Muslim women through GitHub's 'Sulli Deals.'
'Bulli Bai,' a similar platform, distributed profiles and photographs of
women asking others to participate in an 'auction.'
Sulli Deals and Bulli Bai were developed on the GitHub open-source
platform.
Github
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It is an Internet hosting company specializing in Git version control and
software development.
It includes Git's source code management (SCM) and shared version control
functions, as well as its own. Access control and collaboration tools such as
feature requests, issue tracking, task management, project wikis, and
continuous integration are also included in the app.
It is based in California and has been a Microsoft subsidiary since 2018.
Open-source projects are frequently hosted on this platform.
It is not a social media platform but rather a software repository enabling
programmers and coders to keep their software code online.
GitHub claims to have over 73 million developers and 200 million
repositories as of November 2021.

NENEAT 3.0AT 3.0
Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Education Minister, and Skill Development Minister
launched "National Educational Alliance for Technology (NEAT) 3.0" on 3
January.
Highlights:
NEAT 3.0 was created as a unified platform for providing students in India
with better ed-tech solutions and courses.
The minister also launched AICTE-recommended technical publications in
regional languages at the event.
Learning regional languages will assist adolescents in developing these skills
and preparing them to become global citizens.
The Ministry of Human Resource Development (formerly the Ministry of
Education) launched the NEAT scheme to use technology to improve
learning outcomes in higher education.
It was created with the goal of leveraging Artificial Intelligence to make
education more individualized and customized for the individual learner.
It also aims to highlight the advancement of adaptive learning technologies
and bring them together on a unified platform.
It also recommends forming a National Alliance with EdTech companies in
the development stage through a Public-Private Partnership (PPP).
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A National NEAT portal was built as part of the scheme to provide one-stop
access to Adaptive Learning Solutions.
National Educational Alliance for Technology 3.0
NEAT is an initiative to provide the best-developed technical solutions in
the education industry for boosting youth employability on a single platform
for learners' convenience.
Artificial intelligence is used in these solutions to provide a tailored and
personal touch for better learning and skill development in a variety of
specialty areas.
NEAT will be critical in digital inclusion, especially among economically
disadvantaged children. It will also assist in meeting India's and the world's
knowledge-based requirements.
NEAT currently has 58 global and Indian ed-tech start-ups on board.
They are providing 100 courses and e-resources to help students improve
their learning outcomes, build employable skills, and overcome learning
loss.
The NEAT scheme is implemented by the All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE).
Courses
AICTE should combine NEAT courses with skill India, according to the
education minister, in order to exploit potential in developing skill areas for
enhancing employability and preparing youth for the future.
The AICTE and educational technology businesses should provide eresources at the lowest possible cost.
Over 12 lakhs of socioeconomically disadvantaged students have received
free ed-tech course tickets valued at over Rs 253 crore as part of NEAT 3.0.

Indias First Global Index Of Cryptocurrencies IC15 Introduced By
Cryptowire
CryptoWire, a global crypto super app, and a TickerPlant special business unit
announced the launch of India's first cryptocurrency index, the IC15.
Highlights:
It is a rule-based broad market index based on market capitalization.
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According to the company, the IC15 tracks and assesses the achievement of
the top 15 popular trading liquid cryptocurrencies listed on the world's
leading crypto exchanges.
The Mumbai-based firm was created to provide insights into crypto mining
as well as a true benchmark and mirror of the underlying crypto market,
serving as a kind of barometer of the industry with a diverse representation
of overall market perceptions.
CryptoWire's Index
The index will be maintained, monitored, and administered by CryptoWire's
Index Governance Committee, which includes subject matter experts,
industry professionals, and academicians. It will be rebalanced every
quarter.
The index's Base Value is 10,000, and the base date is April 1, 2018.
IC15 will be made up of Bitcoin, Ethereum, XRP, Bitcoin Cash, Cardano,
Litecoin, Binance Coin, Chainlink, Polkadot, Uniswap, Dogecoin, Solana,
Terra, Avalanche, and Shia Inu.
Crypto hobbyists, investors, and money managers can use the index to
evaluate the progress of cryptocurrencies on global markets.

ECRP II Funds
The Indian government recently declared that 50 percent of the ECRP II money has
been disbursed.
Highlights:
The declaration was made in response to media reports that only 26.14
percent of the monies had been disbursed.
The main goal of the ECRP is to hasten the healthcare system's readiness.
From July 2021 and March 2022, the ECRP II will be implemented. Rs
23,123 crores has indeed been set aside for phase two.
The central government will contribute Rs 15,000 crores, with the states
picking up the balance.
Plans:
Plans: The strategy aims to support important COVID centers including
AIIMS, Safdarjung Hospital, and public hospitals in Shillong, Imphal, Delhi,
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Puducherry, and Chandigarh, as well as JIPMER. Six thousand beds will be
repurposed at these centers.
The National Center for Disease Control will receive genomic sequencing
devices (NCDC). NCDC will also receive support from Epidemic
Intelligence Services, the Scientific Control Room, and INSACOG.
The acronym HMIS stands for Hospital Information Management System.
The ECRP II will help fund the implementation of HMIS in all health
centers.
It is planned to expand the National Architecture of E Sanjeevani platform.
The daily teleconsultation limit will be raised to Rs. 5 lakhs. It is currently
fifty thousand.
The Department of Health and Family Welfare's Central War Rooms, the
COWIN platform, the country's 1075 COVID helplines, and COVID portals
will all be strengthened.
In all 736 districts, pediatric units will be constructed. Liquid Medical
Oxygen Storage Tanks should be installed. A total of 8,800 ambulances will
be added.
Undergraduate and post-graduate interns, final MBBS students, and nursing
students are all part of the strategy.
It will help districts achieve their COVID-19 medical obligations as well as
management needs. It will also assist states in implementing the TIT strategy
(Test, Isolate, and Treat).

Tourism Ministry Missions
The Indian government intends to implement a new tourist policy that will result in
the establishment of five missions across the country.
Highlights:
The initiative attempts to improve the facilities and services available to
visitors to India.
India will issue five lakh free visitor visas to help the country's tourism
industry get off the ground.
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav-based programs showcasing India's culture and
heritage will be launched by the Ministry of Tourism. In order to accomplish
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this, the ministry will provide incentives.
From January 3 through January 15, 2022, Tourism Week will happen.
To promote travels to India, the Tourism Ministry will launch a number of
initiatives in collaboration with various partners.
In 2022, India will host the G-20 summit. The meet's preparation meeting
will be held in various tourist destinations or cities.
By 2030, the Indian government expects the tourist sector to provide 500
billion dollars to the country's GDP.
Missions Of The Tourism Policy
The goal of the National Green Tourism Mission is to make tourism more
sustainable.
Digital Tourism at a National Level The goal of this project is to digitize the
tourism business.
Sectoral Skill Development Mission is to equip the tourist industry with
qualified personnel and skilled professionals.
Coordination between public and private stakeholders is a goal of the
National Mission on Destination Management.
To assist startups and MSMEs, the National Mission on Tourism MSMEs
was established.

First LNG Terminal In Karnataka
The state of Karnataka has inked an agreement with the Singapore-based LNG
Alliance Company to build the state's first LNG terminal in Mangalore.
Highlights:
In partnership with the New Mangalore Port Trust, the first LNG terminal
will be built in Karnataka (NMPT).
The government has invested Rs 2,250 crore in the terminal's construction.
Around 200 individuals will be directly employed as a result of this project.
The terminal will be built as part of the Union Government's strategy to
expand the alternative fuel sector in order to achieve net-zero carbon
emissions by 2070.
LNG Port Terminals
LNG port terminals are purpose-built facilities. They are built to
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accommodate huge LNG carrier ships that load, transport, and unload LNG.
LNG terminals are usually built next to a gas liquefaction and storage
facility (for export) or a gas regasification and storage plant (import). The
Following are the LNG Port terminals in India,
The Konkan LNG Private Limited terminal is situated in Dabhol,
Maharashtra, and has a 5-million-tonne-per-year capacity.
The Dahej Terminal, operated by Petronet LNG Ltd, is situated in Gujarat.
The terminal has a 15-million-tonne-per-year capacity.
Shell Limited's Hazira Terminal is situated in Gujarat and has a capability of
5 million tonnes per year.
Petronet LNG Ltd's Kochi Terminal has a capability of 5 million tonnes per
year.

PCR Kit- OmiSure RT
'OMISURE' was just approved by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR).
Omisure is a real-time PCR (RT-PCR) kit.
Highlights:
It is used to detect the COVID-19 variant Omicron. Tata Medical and
Diagnostics was the company that created it.
Thermo Fisher, a firm based in the United States, invented and manufactured
the kit. Tata was the company that created it.
To identify Omicron, the pack contains S Gene Target Failure. It is the only
kit in India that uses this technology to detect Omicron at the moment.
The gear would set you back Rs 240. RT-PCR kits supplied by the
government cost between Rs 20 and Rs 30.
One of the most common signs of Omicron presence is S Gene target failure,
also known as S gene dropout.
C.36.3.1 was recently discovered. It has Omicron-like genetic diversity. This
new variety has been found to have an S gene dropout.
It has 36 mutations in it. The S gene has nine mutations. Omicron, on the
other hand, had 52 mutations, 32 of which were found in the S gene.
It's neither a version of worry nor a variant of fascination. The business is
still determining whether or not the kit will work with other Omicron-like
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versions.

E-Bike Taxi In Karnataka
An application for the Karnataka E-Bike Taxi scheme was recently received. After
six months of operation, the scheme has received its first application.
Highlights:
The scheme was started by the Karnataka State Government in July 2021.
Individual companies and private players are allowed to operate electric bike
taxis in Bengaluru, the state capital.
The electric bike may be used for ten kilometers. The distance traveled is
measured using an odometer.
The fares are divided into two categories under the plan. It costs Rs 25 for
the very first 5 kilometers and Rs 50 for the last ten kilometers.
The Karnataka government intends to adjust the fares after receiving a
negative response from private businesses.
It is considering setting a base tariff of Rs 10 for the first two kilometers.
Then it's Rs 10 for the next two kilometers. Also, for ten kilometers, you'll
have to pay Rs 50.
The initiative was created to link metro stations and bus stops. If it works, it
would become the most cost-effective mode of public transportation,
especially over short distances.
The system allows only e-bikes to operate as taxis, which explains the heavy
traffic. Furthermore, the strategy does not include choices for mobile app
platforms.

Himachal Pradesh: First LPG Enabled & Smoke-Free State
Himachal Pradesh became India's first LPG-enabled and smoke-free state.
Highlights:
Himachal Pradesh was the first LPG-enabled state to go smoke-free. The
Centre's Ujjwala Scheme and Grahini Suvidha Yojana were responsible for
this achievement.
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The government implemented the Ujjwala scheme to eliminate smoke. The
Grahini Suvidha Scheme was created to help women living in rural areas.
The Centre government launched the Ujjwalla Yojna to protect women from
indoor pollution. In addition, the Himachal government launched the Grihini
Suvidha Yojana, which aims to benefit as many women as possible.
Ujjwalla Yojna
In Himachal, the Ujjwala Yojana provided 1.36 lakh free domestic
connections at a cost of Rs. 21.81 crore, while the Himachal government's
Grihini Suvidha Yojana provided 3.23 lakh housewives with free gas
canisters at a cost of Rs. 120 crore.
Mukhya Mantri Grihini Suvidha Yojana
On May 26, 2018, the Mukhya Mantri Grihini Suvidha Yojana was
launched.
Women in the state have been free of indoor pollution thanks to the
combined efforts of the federal and state governments.
Aside from that, in order to save the environment, families without a gas
connection are given a free LPG connection.

Odishas Ganjam District: Child Marriage Free 2022
Ganjam in Odisha has declared itself the first child marriage-free district in the
state.
Highlights:
In the two years between 2020 and 2021, the district administration was able
to prevent 450 child marriages and video-record 48,383 marriages.
The Ganjam government declared it a child marriage-free district after
verification. Sarpanchs and members of the task force committee had sent
recommendations stating that no child marriages had occurred in their areas.
Ganjam began a program called Nirbhaya Kadhi (Fearless bud).
If any girl aged 12 to 18 was absent from class for five days, all educational
institute heads were ordered to notify the administration.
In the last two years, over lakh teenagers have received counseling.
The government has also made the manufacturing of Aadhaar cards a
requirement for any marriage.
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SAAR Launched Smart Cities Mission
The Smart Cities Mission was the driving force for SAAR's creation. SAAR will
document the Smart Cities Mission's projects as a part of the Azadi ka Amrut
Mahotsav festivities.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs is in charge of implementing
SAAR.
The National Institute of Urban Affairs and other leading institutions in the
country will join the ministry in implementing the project.
This contains 15 of the world's best architectural schools.
The institutes will keep track of the mission's preparation and
implementation.
Students will be able to learn about urban development processes
realistically due to this.
SAAR must first compile a list of 75 projects. The list includes projects that
are both creative and cross-sectoral.
The project will capture the outcomes of the smart city mission and its
impact on the lives of city residents.
Students from prestigious universities will travel to the chosen smart cities to
study the mission's operations.
Data analysis, field inquiry, peer review of the first draught, and research
workshops are all part of this process.
Following that, the students will present a study along with
recommendations.
These documents will serve as a starting point for further research. The goal
of SAAR is to develop a database of urban initiatives.
Despite adopting various innovative city initiatives and being the PM's
constituency, Varanasi has been excluded from SAAR.
Varanasi has been chastised for it. This indicates that the city's smart city
initiatives are insufficient.

Student Start-ups And Innovation Policy 2.0 In Gujarat
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Gujarat's Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel and Education Minister Jitu Vaghani
announced the launch of the "Student Start-up and Innovation Policy (SSIP) 2.0" on
5 January.
Highlights:
At the International Conference of Academic Institutions, SSIP 2.0 was
introduced to help school students pursue innovation (ICAI-2022)
financially.
ICAI 2022 is a pre-vibrant summit on 5 January 2022 in Science City.
Any person under the age of 35 who is a school student, a vocational,
certificate, undergraduate, postgraduate, or doctorate student, an alumna,
alumnus, or any dropout from an institute, university, or school can benefit
from the SSIP 2.0 guidelines.
The state government intends to construct operational innovation and
incubating centers at all of its institutions as part of it.
SSIP 2.0 is being developed to achieve Aatmanirbhar Gujarat through
sustainable development and equitable growth.
Because school kids do so many inventions, SSIP 2.0 is significant. They do
not, however, have a platform to display their talents.
The new program would provide financial support for such ideas and assist
in getting them from "mind to market."
According to the guidelines of SSIP 2.0, a max of Rs 20,000 per proof of
concept/prototype/innovation for grades 9-12 would be awarded at the
school level, with the goal of "grabbing them young."
Support will also be provided for collective/community-level support
systems, actions for others, and large-scale sensitization, programs, and
events aimed at developing a scientific attitude.

Waste Tires Management Regulations
The draught notification for regulations on "extended producer responsibility (EPR)
for discarded tires" was shared by the Ministry of Environment, Forests, and
Climate Change on January 5.
Highlights:
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If passed, the regulation will take effect in 2022-23. The draught notification
was released because, according to NGT data, India discards roughly
275,000 tires each year, but there is no systematic plan to deal with them.
Approximately 3 million scrap tires are also imported for recycling.
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) asked the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) to create a comprehensive waste management plan for
discarded tires and recycling on September 19, 2019.
The NGT ordered this in a case involving the improper management of Endof-Life/Waste Tyres (ELTs).
In this case, the petitioner claimed that India's pyrolysis sector generates lowquality products that should be outlawed to protect the environment.
According to the petitioner, the industry also releases extremely
carcinogenic or cancer-causing chemicals.
Reclaimed rubber, crumb rubber modified bitumen (CRMB), crumb rubber,
pyrolysis oil/char, and recovered carbon black are all made from waste tires.
Extended Producer Responsibility
It means that the tire manufacturer must guarantee that such waste tires are
managed in an environmentally sound manner in compliance with the rules
of this regulation.
The EPR obligations will apply to waste tire producers and recyclers.
Registration will be required, and no firm will conduct business without it.
The draught notification's EPR responsibilities include:
EPR duty of 35% of the quality of tires produced or supplied in 2020-2021
in 2022-2023.
EPR obligation of 70% of the volume of new tires produced or supplied in
2021-22 in 2023-24.
EPR mandate of 100 percent of new tires produced or supplied in 2022-23 in
2024-25.
After 2024-25, the EPR requirement will equal 100% of the volume of new
tires manufactured or imported the previous year.
EPR obligations will begin after two years for properties built after April 1,
2022. It will be made up entirely of new tires manufactured or imported the
previous year.
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Automatic Generation Control
On January 4, 2022, Raj Kumar Singh, the minister of power and new and
renewable energy, announced the beginning of 'Automatic Generation Control
(AGC).'
Highlights:
In the electrical power system, AGC is a mechanism for controlling the
power output of various generators at different power plants.
Because a power grid requires that generation and load balance be close,
frequent adjustments to generator output are required.
The frequency of the system can be measured to establish equilibrium.
When the frequency is raised, more power is generated than is required.
With more electricity, all of the machinery in the system speed up.
When the frequency is reduced, more strain is placed on the system than the
generators can handle, forcing generators to slow down.
The AGC sends the signal to the power plants every four seconds to
maintain frequency. As a result, the reliability of India's power grid is
maintained.
The AGC is intended to help the government meet its goal of 500 GW of
non-fossil fuel-based power capacity by 2030.
The AGC has been operated by the Power System Operation Corporation
(POSOCO) through the National Load Despatch Centre.
POSOCO delivers signals to power stations via AGC. POSOCO has taken
every precaution to guarantee that the grid frequency stays within the
49.90-50.05 Hz (hertz) range.
Because four out of five regional freight dispatch centers (RLDCs) in India
have experienced cyber-attacks, AGC is significant.
Red Echo, a cyber organization, linked to the Chinese government, has
regularly targeted India's power grid2021.
POSOCO
Through the National Load Dispatch Centre (NLDC), State Load Despatch
Centres (SLDCs), and regional load dispatch centers, POSOCO manages
India's essential power load management duties (RLDCs).
For the five regional grids that make up the national grid, India now has 33
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SLDCs, 1 NLDC, and 5 RLDCs.
On its way to achieving a renewable energy production of 175 GW by 2022,
India has already installed 150 GW of renewable energy capacity.
63 GW of renewable energy capacity is in the process of being installed.

Puducherry As Host Of National Youth Festival 2022
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has chosen Puducherry to host the 25th National
Youth Festival.
Highlights:
The 25th National Youth Festival will take place in Puducherry from
January 12 to 16, 2022. The celebration is part of the Azadi ki Amrit
Mahotsav, which commemorates the 75th anniversary of India's
independence, according to Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports as
well as Information and Broadcasting Anurag Thakur.
Around 7000 young people between the ages of 18 and 22 are expected to
attend the festival from all around the country. The event would be attended
by around 500 Puducherry youths.
As part of the National Youth Week celebrations, the Indian government
hosts the National Youth Festival.
It is organized with the goal of instilling in young people the values of
national cohesion, brotherhood, communal peace, courage, and adventure.
This goal is accomplished by bringing together young people and
encouraging them to participate in various activities.
National Youth Festival began in 1995 as the main activity of the National
Integration Camp's agenda (NIC).

Action Plan: Introduction Of Cheetah In India
The Union government announced an action plan for adopting Cheetah in India on
5 January.
Highlights:
During the 19th meeting of the National Tiger Conservation Authority, the
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environment ministry issued the "Action Plan for Adoption of Cheetah in
India."
In India, 50 cheetahs would be introduced over the next five years as part of
the action plan.
Cheetahs will be transported from South Africa or Namibia in groups of 12
to 14.
A satellite-GPS-very high-frequency radio collar will be put to each of the
cheetahs.
Cheetahs will be transported internationally by either a passenger airplane or
a chartered flight.
They will be relocated to Madhya Pradesh's Kuno Palpur National Park
(KNP).
According to the strategy, the Union government, the Ministry of
Environment, and the Cheetah Task Force will establish a formal structure
for engaging with Namibian and/or South African administrations.
National Tiger Conservation Authority
The Tiger Task Force, which was founded by the Prime Minister of India for
the management of Project Tiger and Tiger Reserves in India, recommended
that NCTA be established in December 2005.
In 1973, the "Tiger Protection Programme" (Project Tiger) was launched in
partnership with the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF).

Koppal Toy Cluster
The first toy manufacturing cluster is the Koppal Toy cluster. It will begin
operations in March 2022.
Highlights:
It will be built on a 400-acre plot of land. It will house the whole toy-making
capability chain. This covers toy manufacture, tool production, packaging
production, electronics development, paint production, and all other
accessories.
In the Special Economic Zone, the toy cluster will eventually accommodate
100 small and big industrial enterprises. This comprises both local and
export manufacturing operations.
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A total of Rs 4,000 crores is expected to be invested in the cluster. It is
anticipated that 25,000 direct jobs and one lakh indirect jobs will be created.
Women are anticipated to participate in greater numbers. The cluster's goal
is to produce various types of toys.
Electronic toys, plush toys, pre-school toys, outdoor toys, newborn toys,
dolls, and educational toys are all included.
Toys like remote-control automobiles, electronic vehicles, and ride-on toys
have enormous markets.
India's toy sector is very fragmented. In India, there are over 4,000 toy
production facilities. However, only 10% of these are attributed to the
organized sector. As a result, more of these toy clusters are required.
Aqueus Infra
Aequs Infra has launched the Koppal toy cluster. It is primarily concerned
with the development of manufacturing ecosystems in three different places.
Koppal (Light Engineering Goods and Toy Manufacturing)
Belagavi (Aerospace Sector and Precision Engineering)
Hubballi (Aerospace Sector and Precision Engineering)
The Indian government sanctioned eight toy manufacturing clusters in
February 2021, at a cost of Rs 2,300 crores.
Three will be built in Madhya Pradesh, one in Uttar Pradesh, one in
Karnataka, one in Tamil Nadu, and two in Rajasthan.
Under this plan, clusters will be launched. The goal is to lessen reliance on
imports. In 2020, India imported 1.5 billion dollars worth of toys.
China and Taiwan accounted for 90% of the total. The plan calls for the
creation of 35 toy clusters In India.

Multi-Agency Centre
To share intelligence information, the Multi-Agency Centre (MAC) was
established. It was established following the Kargil War.
Highlights:
The Intelligence Bureau (IB) served as the center's nodal agency. MAC is
made up of over 28 national and state organizations.
The Research and Analysis Wing (RAW), state police, and the armed forces
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are all part of this. There are almost 400 locations connected to the MAC
headquarters.
It's a shared anti-terrorist grid that works under the auspices of the IB. The
federal government is exploring ideas for expanding SMAC connectivity to
districts. IB is the one in charge of this. The IB is appointing districts in
stages.
The MAC will aid in the fight against cybercrime, the crime-terror nexus,
narco-terrorism, terror financing, global terror organizations, and the
migration of foreign terrorist combatants.
It grew out of the Kargil invasion.
The Kargil Review Committee proposed the formation of MAC. It was built
using the UN CIC as a model. The Central Intelligence Agency is
abbreviated as CIC.
Information Sharing
The contribution of governmental agencies to MAC is insignificant. That is,
when compared to the central agencies, state agencies disclose significantly
less information.
To solve this issue, the Central Government recently requested that state
governments share intelligence outputs through Multi-Agency Centres in
January 2022.
This is now a requirement. The Ministry of Home Affairs issued the order.
MAC has military ties, yet it is run by the Home Ministry.

India Skills Competition 2021
The National Skill Development Corporation organizes the India Skills competition
(NSDC).
Highlights:
It occurs every two years. The competition takes place in several locales.
The India Skills competition will take place at Pragati Maidan, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, and other cities in 2021. It all started in the Talkatora Indoor
Stadium in New Delhi.
The NSDC is hosting more than fifty skill contests in 2021. Welding, cyber
security, painting, floristry, additive manufacturing, patisserie, and more
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professions are included.
There were also Abilympics. Abilympics are competitions in which
physically impaired people demonstrate their abilities.
It is the country's most important skill competition. India Skills 2021
winners will compete in the World Skills competition.
In 2022, the World Skills competition will be held in Shanghai, China. The
winners will battle against 1500 competitors from 60 nations.
The "Olympics of Skills" is the name of the World Skills competition.
Significance Of India Skills
To offer developing professionals an opportunity and a platform to showcase
their abilities. It enables collaboration between businesses, governments, and
academics.
It assists young people in gaining international recognition and repute. Only
21.1 percent of India's labor force is skilled, according to the United Nations
Development Programme. According to the CMIE, India's unemployment
rate in December 2021 was 7.91 percent (Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy).
India's talent development faces a number of obstacles. There are castebased concerns, a lack of cooperation from the state administration, and a
lack of micro-level studies.
All of these obstacles are removed in the competition. It is only focused on
the participants' abilities.
NSDC
It serves as a secretariat for the India Skills expert team and World Skills
India. It forms and strengthens ties amongst the various stakeholders
involved in the competition.
World Skills India is run by the National Skill Development Corporation
(NSDC), which is part of the Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship.
The World Skills India expert committee is in charge of putting together
Team India for the World Skills tournament.

Open Rock Museum In Hyderabad
Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State for Science, Technology, and Earth
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Sciences opened the first "Open Rock Museum" in Hyderabad on January 6, 2021.
Highlights:
About 35 different types of rocks from various locations of India are on
show at the museum.
The age of these rocks varies between 3.3 billion and 55 million years.
These rocks also represent the Earth's deepest portion, which is up to 175
kilometers below the surface.
The CSIR-National Geophysical Research Institute hosted the opening of the
Museum (NGRI).
In the age of the information economy, big Earth data hold a strategic
advantage. By contributing to the growth of earth science, India has
completely exploited this new frontier.
Geosciences play an important role in New India's national priorities and selfsufficiency.
The Open Rock Museum in Hyderabad was established with the goal of
teaching and enlightening the general public on lesser-known truths.
The Museum has 35 different types of rocks from all around India on
display. Jharkhand, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, Jammu & Kashmir,
and other states provided rocks.
The rocks at the museum have ages ranging from 3.3 billion years to 55
million years.
Rocks also symbolize the deepest section of the Earth, which is up to 175
kilometers below the surface.
National Geophysical Research Institute
The National Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI) is a constituent
research laboratory of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR).
It was founded in 1961 with the goal of doing multidisciplinary research on
the very complex structure and dynamics of the Earth system.
Its mission is to perform public-good science research in order to help
government agencies, public and private sector stakeholders make educated
decisions about how to use geo-resources sustainably.
The CSIR was created as an independent organization in September 1942. It
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has grown to become India's largest research & design organization.

Indias first Mobile Honey Processing Van
India's first "Mobile Honey Processing Van" was launched by KVIC.
Highlights:
Vinai Kumar Saxena, Chairman of the Khadi and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC), has inaugurated the country's first Mobile Honey
Processing Van in Ghaziabad's Village Sierra. KVIC's Multi-disciplinary
Training Centre in Panjokehra designed the Mobile Van in-house at a cost of
Rs 15 lakh.
In just 8 hours, this transportable honey processing device can process up to
300 KG of honey. The van is also outfitted with a laboratory facility that can
measure the quality of honey in real-time.
The Mobile Honey Processing Van is a significant step forward in KVIC's
Honey Mission, which aims to train beekeepers, provide Bee Boxes to
farmers, and assist rural, educated, and jobless youth in earning additional
revenue through beekeeping.
The KVIC has come up with this unique idea to enable beekeepers and
farmers to earn fair rates for their honey output, in keeping with the Prime
Minister's dream of a "Sweet Kranti" (Sweet Revolution) through honey
production.
KVIC has created the unique Mobile Honey Processing Van, which will
process beekeepers' honey in their homes, saving them the time and expense
of transporting the honey to processing plants in distant towns.
While this will make beekeeping more profitable for small beekeepers, it
will also ensure that honey is pure and of the greatest quality.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
First Exoplanet With Magnetic Field
A team of astronomers recently discovered the signature of a magnetic field on an
Exoplanet using Hubble Space Telescope data.
Highlights:
The research was published in the journal Nature Astronomy. For the first
time, such a feature has been discovered on an exoplanet.
The observations of an extended region of charged carbon particles are
explained by the planet's magnetic field. It forms a long tail that flows away
from it.
Magnetic fields play an important role in planetary atmosphere protection.
Thus, the ability to detect the magnetic fields of exoplanets is an important
step toward a better understanding of what alien worlds might look like.
The Hubble Space Telescope was used to observe the exoplanet HAT-P-11b,
a Neptune-sized planet located 123 light-years from Earth. The experiments
were carried out in the ultraviolet light spectrum.
ExoPlanet
A planet outside of our Solar System is known as an exoplanet. In 1917, the
first evidence of an exoplanet was discovered, but it was not recognized as
such.
In 1992, the first confirmed exoplanet was discovered. There are 4,878
confirmed exoplanets in 3,604 planetary systems as of December 2021.
Eight hundred and seventy-seven systems have more than one planet.
Exoplanet detection can be done in a variety of ways.
The most has been discovered using transit photometry and Doppler
spectroscopy. These methods, on the other hand, have a clear observational
bias that favours the detection of planets close to the star.
As a result, 85 percent of the discovered exoplanets are located within the
tidal locking zone.

Space Tussle Between Elon Musk And China
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Chinese citizens have recently reacted angrily to Elon Musk's space program,
claiming that China's space station had to take evasive action to avoid colliding
with satellites launched by Musk's Starlink program.
Highlights:
On July 1 and October 21, satellites from Starlink Internet Services had two
close encounters with the Chinese Space Station, according to China.
China's Space Station implemented collision avoidance control to avoid
collisions and for safety reasons.
The planet is thought to be orbited by 30,000 satellites and other debris. As a
result, scientists have urged governments to share data in order to reduce the
risk of collisions in space.
For its Starlink broadband network, SpaceX has deployed around 1,900
satellites and plans to launch more.
Starlink
Starlink is a network of satellites that provides internet access. SpaceX is in
charge of it. The satellite provides Internet access to the majority of the
world's population.
As of 2021, the constellation had grown to around 1900 satellites. It will
eventually consist of a larger number of mass-produced small satellites
orbiting in low Earth orbit (LEO).
The beta service offering is available in 21 countries as of November 2021.
The communication satellite network SpaceX envisions was publicly
announced in January 2015, with bandwidth capable of carrying up to 50%
of all backhaul communications traffic.
SpaceX is a California-based aerospace and space transportation company.
The headquarters of the company are in Hawthorne, California.
SpaceX was founded by Elon Musk in 2002 with the goal of lowering the
cost of space travel.

Microwave Absorber 5G
Subodh G, an assistant professor at Kerala University, and Vidhya Lalan, a research
scholar, have created fifth-generation microwave absorbers.
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Highlights:
The development of 5G microwave absorbers could be used as a shield
against electromagnetic radiation.
Because of the worldwide quest for smarter and advanced electronic devices,
the threat of electromagnetic pollution and radiation is unavoidable.
Electromagnetic interference (EMI) has an impact on high-end devices and
is harmful to live organisms' health.
The 'mayenite electrode' is the new shielding material. Chemically, it is
inert. In the high-frequency region, particularly in the 5G band, the material
has demonstrated exceptional microwave absorption ability.
This compound has a high conductivity due to the presence of anionic
electrons, which is responsible for its high electromagnetic wave attenuation.
The Mayenite electrode is highly porous and has a graphene coating, in
addition to its conductivity.
Because of the existence of macropores and graphene functionality in this
material, electromagnetic waves are reflected and then absorbed repeatedly.
In the extreme high-frequency region, the material exhibits microwave
attenuation. It emphasizes the material's ability to be used in futuristic
devices for 5G applications.
The study of mayenite electride was carried out as part of Kerala
University's 'Microwave Materials Laboratory scheme.'
Significance
In this age of 5G technological advances of Things, the problems caused by
EMI require immediate attention (IoT).
This is as it has become increasingly difficult to complete repetitive tasks
without the use of electronic devices and the internet, both of which rely on
electromagnetic waves.
As a result, the advancement of 5G microwave absorbers is critical for
applications that occur frequently.

Iron-Air Battery
QuantumScape Corp, a rechargeable batteries start-up supported by Volkswagen
AG, is developing an "Iron-Air Battery" technology.
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Highlights:
This technology has the potential to make car batteries less expensive, more
dependable, and more suitable for faster charging.
QuantumScape Corp's shareholders have approved a multimillion-dollar pay
package for Chief Executive Officer Jagdeep Singh in exchange for meeting
certain performance goals.
Ironair rechargeable batteries are an appealing technology with grid-scale
energy storage potential.
This technology's main raw material is iron oxide (rust), which is non-toxic,
abundant, cheap, and environmentally friendly.
The majority of iron batteries currently in development use iron oxide to
generate or store hydrogen via a redox reaction.
The interplay of metal with oxygen generates power in iron-air batteries. In
that procedure, the steel oxidizes in the same way it would during the
corrosion phase.
The reaction requires oxygen, which can be obtained from the ambient air.
As a result, it eliminates the need for a cell to store it. When compared to
lithium-ion batteries with 600wh/kg, iron-air batteries save even more
energy.
Significance:
Since both ferrous and sodium are abundant, iron-air batteries are important.
They are the fundamental components of alkali solutions.
They have a lot of room to grow. They have a 30-year life expectancy. Fault
current, overcharging, and discharge aren't a problem for iron-oxygen
batteries.
In comparison to traditional power stations, a battery-powered iron-oxygen
battery could provide 100 hours of energy at a low cost of operation.
When compared to the cost of lithium-ion batteries, it is less than a tenth.
The energy density, reversibility, and environmental acceptability of these
batteries have piqued interest.

ISRO Missions For 2022
K Sivan, the Chairman of the Indian Space Research Organisation, recently
announced intentions for 2022. He also went over the tasks that were completed in
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2021.
Highlights:
PSLV will be used to launch Earth Observation Satellites 4 and 6.
In 2022, ISRO plans to launch the Aditya L1, Chandrayaan 3, XpoSat,
Technology Demonstration Missions, and IRNSS.
DISHA, Venus Mission, ISROCNES, and TRISHNA are the other 2022
goals.
TRISHNA:
The satellite's mission is to map the temperature of the earth's surface. It is a
collaborative project between India and France.
TRISHNA will also keep track of how much water is used. Megha
Tropiques and SARAL AltiKa are two similar India-France ventures.
Using ARGOS, the SARAL mission will investigate the ocean from orbit.
ARGOS is a system that collects data.
Megha - Tropiques will study the tropical region's energy exchanges and the
water cycle.
It will also use thermal infrared imaging to investigate natural resources. The
earth's temperature is now measured from space with a precision of 100
meters.
TRISHNA aspires to have a resolution of 57 meters. This allows scientists to
comprehend the water cycle's physical, ecological, and climatic aspects.
NISAR And DISHA:
NASA and ISRO are working together on this mission. NISAR stands for
NASA, ISRO, and SAR. Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) stands for
Synthetic Aperture Radar.
The radar will be used to track changes on the earth's surface. NISAR
(designed by NASA) will carry a giant reflector antenna.
The NISAR Mission's primary goal is to scan the world every 12 days for 3
years. Pictures of sea ice and ice sheets will be sent.
DISHA is a two-satellite constellation, which will investigate the earth's
aeronomy, the earth's highest layer of atmosphere.
Missions In 2021:
NASA receives the S-Band SAR payload from the NISAR mission. L1
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Aditya, The hardware loop test has been finished.
The GSLV F-10 mission was aborted due to problems during the cryogenic
stage.
Chandrayaan 3's design has been altered.
Gaganyaan: Cryogenic stage, L-IIO Vikas Engine, service module
propulsion system, and crew escape system motors are tested.
The crew has completed spaceflight training. The parachute drop test has
begun.

IHU: New Covid-19 Variant
SARS-CoV-2 virus, which causes covid-19 disease, has been identified by French
scientists as a new and more mutated strain.
Highlights:
A new virus has been discovered at a time when the world is still dealing
with Omicron, a highly mutated coronavirus.
Omicron has already resulted in an increase in covid-19 cases around the
world. In December of 2021, the first case with the new variant was
discovered.
IHU, or the B.1.640.2 variant of the coronavirus, is a new coronavirus
variant. Academics at the IHU Mediterranee Infection Institute discovered it.
It has 46 mutations, which makes it more vaccine-resistant and infectious
than Omicron.
Cases
There have been 12 cases of the new variant reported near Marseilles so far.
Travel towards the African country of Cameroon is linked to the cases.
In most countries, the Omicron variant has always been the dominant strain.
However, the threat of an IHU variant is rapidly increasing.
The new variant has still not been detected in other countries, and the World
Health Organization (WHO) has still not classified it as an investigational
variant.
N501Y and E484K are two of the 14 alternative splicing in the new variant.
Aside from that, the spike protein contains 9 deletions.
This genotype pattern resulted in the creation of the B.1.640 Pangolin
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lineage. 2. It is phylogenetically related to the B.1.640 lineage.

Starlink India
Elon Musk's satellite internet company, Starlink, is having difficulties in the Indian
market as Sanjay Bhargava, the CEO of Starlink India, has also announced his
departure from the company.
Highlights:
In early 2021, Starlink discreetly launched internet services in India.
However, after government involvement, it was forced to cease off services.
The Department of Telecommunications of India issued a warning to Indian
people in November 2021, advising them to avoid purchasing Elon Musk's
Starlink Internet Services because it was not yet licensed in the country.
Elon Musk's company was also told by the telecom department that it
needed to "obtain a licence before providing satellite-based internet
services."
The government also demanded that the firm return all pre-orders it had
received until it was granted an operating license in India.
In India, Starlink already has received over 5,000 pre-orders for its products.
It is, however, having difficulty obtaining commercial licenses.
It cannot provide any services here without obtaining a license. Satellite
internet service is technically possible in almost every corner of the world.
However, practical service can only be supplied in nations where SpaceX
has been granted a license. At the moment, the beta service is available in 21
countries.

Newly Identified Tree Species: Uvariopsis Dicaprio
A new tree species, Uvariopsis dicaprio, has been discovered. In the year 2022, this
is the first new tree species to be described. It was found in Cameroon's tropical
Ebo forest and is a native of the area.
Highlights:
The tree has been added to the list of plant species that are Strange and
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Spectacular. The tree is considered to be critically endangered.
The tree's yellow-green blossoms grow directly on its trunk. Flowers are
typically created from modified shoots or modified leaves.
They frequently resemble branchlets.
The tree is named after Leonardo DiCaprio, who starred in the film Titanic.
The actor turned environmental activist has taken a number of steps to
protect the Ebo forest.
To support the actor's crusade against forest cutting, the tree has indeed been
named after him.
Uvariopsis Dicaprio
The tree stands at a height of four meters. It has a strong resemblance to the
Ylang Ylang tree. India, Indonesia, the Philippines, and Australia are all
home to the Ylang Ylang tree.
In the Ebo woodland, the researchers have only seen fifty U.dicaprio trees.
They were all discovered in the forest's unprotected region.
Cameroon is home to the Ebo forest. It is home to chimpanzees from Nigeria
and Cameroon, as well as threatened species western gorillas.
In addition to endangered drills, endangered elephants, and threatened
species red colobus monkeys, the forest is home to endangered drills,
endangered elephants, and threatened species of red colobus monkeys.
The Cameroon authorities halted the logging concession after multiple
protests by environmentalists and Mr. Dicaprio.
In 2020, the government announced the opening of 68,385 hectares of forest
to logging. The Gulf of Guinea is home to Cameroon.
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ENVIRONMENT
Largest Rhino Transfer
Onboard a Boeing 747 charter flight, 30 white rhinos were recently transported
from South Africa to Rwanda.
Highlights:
They were relocated due to the growing danger of illegal poaching. It was
the world's largest single white rhino transfer.
Ceratotherium simum is the scientific name for white rhinoceros, also
known as square-lipped rhinoceros.
They are the world's largest rhinoceros species.
They have a large mouth that they use to graze with. Among all rhino
species, they are thought to be the most social.
White Rhinoceros Subspecies
Southern White Rhinoceros As of 2015, there were an estimated
19,68221,077 wild-living animals.
Northern White Rhinoceros This species is extremely rare, with only a few
individuals remaining.
In 2018, only two female rhinoceros were confirmed. Sudan was the world's
last male northern white rhinoceros, dying in Kenya in 2018.
They used to be found in a number of East and Central African countries.
Grazer of grasslands and savanna woodlands, the subspecies
IUCN Status
Northern White Rhinoceros is classified as "Critically Endangered" or
"Possibly Extinct" in the wild, according to the most recent IUCN
assessment from 2020.

Chilika Water Bird Status Survey
A bird census was recently done in Chilika Lake by the Odisha Wildlife
Organization.
Highlights:
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Chilika Development Authority and Bombay Natural History Society have
joined the organization.
Chilika is the world's largest brackish lake. Birds migrate to the lake for the
winter.
A total of 106 people were involved in the survey. Bird experts from both
non-governmental and government groups were present.
To conduct the census, the lake was split into 21 sections. Inside Chilika
Lake is the Nalabana Bird Sanctuary.
In the Nalabana sanctuary, 3,58,889 birds were sighted. In comparison to the
previous census, the number of birds in the reserve has reduced by 65,000.
The low count was caused by the high water level in the lake and its
environs. Waterbirds love to congregate in muddy areas.
Because of the rising water level, the lake waters were crystal clear.
Findings:
A total of 10,74,173 birds were counted during the survey in 2022. This
featured the Mongolian gull, which is a rare and uncommon bird.
There were 107 water species of birds and 76 marsh-dependent species
found. The figure was 12 lakhs in 2021.
The lake's three largest bird species, Northern pintail, Eurasian wigeon, and
gadwall, accounted for a total of one lakh birds.
Gadwall and Eurasian wigeon populations were lower than the previous
year.
The population of common coot, northern pintail, and common pochard has
increased. Tufted duck, northern shoveler, and red-crested pochard
populations have all declined.
The greater flamingo count in 2022 was the highest of the decade. The
restoration of floodplains in Nalabana is largely responsible for this.
A total of 10,74,173 birds were counted during the survey in 2022. This
featured the Mongolian gull, which is a rare and uncommon bird. There
were 107 water species of birds and 76 marsh-dependent species found. The
figure was 12 lakhs in 2021.
The lake's three largest bird species, Northern pintail, Eurasian wigeon, and
gadwall, accounted for a total of one lakh birds. Gadwall and Eurasian
wigeon populations were lower than the previous year.
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The population of common coot, northern pintail, and common pochard has
increased. Tufted duck, northern shoveler, and red-crested pochard
populations have all declined.
The greater flamingo count in 2022 was the highest of the decade. The
restoration of floodplains in Nalabana is largely responsible for this.

Non Fossil Fuel Milestone Achieved By India
According to the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, India has met its nonfossil fuel target well ahead of schedule.
Highlights:
India agreed at COP21 to install non-renewable energy sources for 40% of
total electric energy. India aims to meet this goal by the year 2030.
However, it has done so considerably ahead of schedule, in November 2021.
India has an installed power electric capacity of 392.01 GW. The entire
amount of non-fossil-fuel-based energy is 157.32 GW.
To be precise, this is 40.1 percent of 392.01 GW. Nationally Determined
Contributions include the attained target.
The NDCs were promised as part of the 2015 Paris Agreement. Since
signing the agreement, India has been committed to implementing the NDC.
India is the only member of the G-20 to have met its climate targets. As a
result, India met its goal ahead of schedule.
Steps Taken To Achieve The Target
Nationally Determined Contributions include the attained target. The NDCs
were promised as part of the 2015 Paris Agreement.
Since signing the agreement, India has been committed to implementing the
NDC. India is the only member of the G-20 to have met its climate targets.
As a result, India met its goal ahead of schedule. India committed to
increasing its total electricity production from fossil fuels to 40% of its total
electricity generation under the NDC.
In addition, India promised to cut emissions by 33% compared to 2005
levels. The NDCs are expected to be met by 2030. India has doubled its
spending on renewable energy projects.
According to the REN21 Renewables 2020 Global Status Report, India has
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invested $64.6 billion in renewable energy.
AGC
The acronym AGC stands for Automatic Generation Control. By 2030, AGC
wants to install 500 GW of non-fossil-fuel electricity.
POSOCO is in charge of AGC (Power System Operation Corporation). So
far, 51 GW of power has been installed under the AGC.
AGC transmits signals (frequency monitoring data) from the National Load
Dispatch Centre to 50 power facilities.
Every four seconds, the data is sent. Electric current frequency varies
according to supply and demand. It is critical to keep the National Power
System's frequency steady.
The frequency of electricity in India is 50 Hz. This frequency is used for all
home commodities. Changes in frequency harm the commodities.
The Indian Electricity Rules, 1956, allow for a 3 percent difference in
frequency between 48.5 and 51.5 Hz.
When demand rises, the frequency falls, and vice versa. As more electricity
is provided to the grid, it is increasingly vital to maintain the frequency. If
not, new infrastructure will have to be built.
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DEFENCE
Exercise Milan 2022
India will host 46 nations in mega naval wargames in 2022, known as Exercise
Milan.
Highlights:
India has invited 46 foreign government countries to take part in the
transnational naval exercise Milan, which will take place in Visakhapatnam
from February 25 to February 25, 2022.
Camaraderie, cohesion, and collaboration are the themes of the 11th edition
of exercise Milan.
This exercise, which began in 1995 and is held every two years, is
performed with friendly navies.
During this phase, competent competitions and conferences will help to set
the operational tone for the Sea Phase, which will take place from March
1-4.
This step would be used to consolidate the lessons learned during the harbor
interplay and to expand on the experience of working together at sea.
According to an official, India has increased its bilateral, trilateral, and
multilateral naval interaction with friendly nations since 2018.
Countries Invited
Russia
The United States
The United Kingdom
Australia
Israel
Iran
France
Japan
South Korea
Vietnam
Bangladesh
Brazil
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United Arab Emirates

Sea Dragon 2022 Exercise
In the Western Pacific, India and its Quadrilateral Security Dialogue partners,
Canada and South Korea are taking part in the multinational drill Sea Dragon 2022
at Guam.
Highlights:
The United States, Australia, Canada, India, Japan, and South Korea are
among the six nations taking part in the drill.
The exercise will include more than 270 hours of in-flight training and
operations ranging from tracking simulated targets to tracking a US Navy
submarine.
It will be largely focused on anti-submarine warfare (ASW) training. Each
event will be rated, and the country with the greatest overall score will be
awarded the Dragon Belt.
The anti-submarine warfare (ASW) train and performance program at Sea
Dragon 22 involves everything from tracking virtual targets to tracking a
real US Navy submarine.
In training sessions that take into consideration their respective countries'
talents and equipment, pilots and flight officers from all over the world
formulate ideas and discuss tactics.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Prime Ministers Excellence Award
Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union Minister, opened a web interface for the PM Excellence
Award enrollment on 3 January.
Highlights:
Since 2014, the award's selection method has undergone many adjustments.
The reward will be institutionalized in 2022 and will be based on the
district's success rather than the collector's.
Prioritize output and outcomes. In addition, the prize will be established
dependent on the scale of scheme implementation.
There are a total of 18 Prime Minister Awards for Public Administration
Excellence. Essentially, the prize celebrates and acknowledges the
innovative work of federal and state government officials.
Every year, the award's evaluation criteria are altered. The Prime Minister is
the one who gives the prize.
Evaluation
All district collectors should be required to enroll for the prize by 2022.
The award recognizes civil servants' contributions to innovation, end-to-end
service delivery, holistic development in the one-district-one-product
scheme, good governance in the PM SVANidhi scheme
It is also recognized for digital payments, trying to promote wellbeing
through Khelo India, and encouraging people to participate in the Poshan
Abhiyan.
From the 1st of April 2019 until the 31st of December 2021. The production
stage includes quality control, outcomes, governance, and activities.
Prize
The prize money for the PM Excellence Award will be doubled in 2022. It
has been raised from ten lakh to twenty lakh rupees.
The prize money will be used to fill in resource gaps and to carry out
projects. Aside from the monetary prize, the award will also include a scroll
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and a trophy.
A certificate of honor will also be included in the collector's APAR. The
Annual Performance Assessment Report is abbreviated as APAR.

Ramnath Goenka Award In Photojournalism To Zishaan A Latif
The Ramnath Goenka Award for Photojournalism was given to Zishaan A Latif.
Highlights:
The Ramnath Goenka Award for Photo Journalism went to Zishaan A Latif.
His photo essay, The strenuous struggle for inclusion in the NRC, was
printed in The Caravan in October 2019 and won him the award.
He documented the plight of people who had their names removed from the
National Register of Citizens (NRC), putting a face to an otherwise
anonymous human story.
Latif traveled through four Assam districts a month just after the NRC list
was published, documenting people's struggle to be included in the list.
The Ramnath Goenka Excellence in Journalism Awards were established as
part of the Indian Express Group's centennial year celebrations of its
founder, Ramnath Goenka.
Every year, the Awards aim to honor excellence in journalism, recognize
courage and dedication, and highlight outstanding contributions and
individuals.
The most renowned annual event in the Indian media calendar honors
journalists from print, digital, and broadcast who, despite political and
economic pressures, maintain the rigorous quality of their profession and
produce work that builds and maintains public trust in the media and has an
impact on people's lives.

Guinness World Record In Numerology: JC Chaudhry
JC Chaudhry, one of India's top numerologists, has set the first-ever Guinness
World Record in Numerology.
Highlights:
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He also set the first world record for the year 2022, by teaching about
ancient science to over 6000 numerology enthusiasts from the United States,
the United Kingdom, the Middle East, and India.
For this achievement, the Guinness World Record London office has created
a new category called "Numerology."
CNPL (Chaudhry Nummero Pvt Ltd) and the Indian Institute of Numerology
organized the event to raise awareness of numerology, which is used in
ancient societies such as Greece, Egypt, China, Chaldea, and India.
Guinness World Record
Guinness World Records, also known as The Guinness Book of Records
from 1955 to 1999 and The Guinness Book of World Records in prior
United States editions, is an annual reference book that lists world records in
both human achievements and nature extremes.
The book was launched in August 1955 in Fleet Street, London, by twin
brothers Norris and Ross McWhirter, who were inspired by Sir Hugh
Beaver.
By Christmas 1955, the first edition had dominated the best-seller list in the
United Kingdom.
The book was published internationally the next year, and as of the 2022
edition, it is in its 67th year of publication, with over 53,000 records in its
database, and has been published in 100 countries and 23 languages.

National Water Awards 2020 Announced
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union Minister of Jal Shakti, has announced the
winners of the third National Water Awards for the year 2020.
Highlights
In the National Water Awards 2020, Uttar Pradesh has named the Best State
for Water Conservation.
Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu come in second and third, respectively. The
award includes a citation, a trophy, and a monetary prize.
The finest district prize in the northern zone went to Muzaffarnagar in Uttar
Pradesh, followed by Shahid Bhagat Singh Nagar in Punjab.
The Jal Shakti Ministry established the National Water Award in 2018 to
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honor and motivate individuals and organizations who excel in the field of
water resource management.
In total, 57 awards in 11 categories have been announced.
Best State, Best District, Best Village Panchayat, Best Urban Local Body,
Best
Media
(Print
&
Electronic),
Best
School,
Best
Institution/RWA/Religious Organization for Campus Use, Best Industry,
Best NGO, Best Water User Association, and Best Industry for CSR
Activity are among the categories. Winners
Category
Best State
Uttar Pradesh
Best District North Zone
Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh
Best District South Zone
Thiruvanathapuram, Kerala
Best District East Zone
East Champaran, Bihar and Godda,
Jharkhand
Best District West Zone
Indore, Madhya Pradesh
Best District North-East Zone
Goalpara, Assam
Best Village Panchayat North Zone
Dhaspad, Almora, Uttarakhand
Best Village Panchayat South Zone
Yelerampura
Panchayat,
Tumakuru
District, Karnataka
Best Village Panchayat East Zone
Telari Panchayat, Gaya District, Bihar
Best Village Panchayat West Zone
Takhatgadh, Sabarkantha, Gujarat
Best Village Panchayat North-East Zone Sialsir, Sirchip, Mizoram
Best Urban Local Body
Vapi Urban Local Body, Gujarat
Best Media (Print & Electronic)
Mission Paani (Network 18)
Best School
Govt. Girls Hr. Secondary School,
Kaveripattinam, Tamil Nadu
Best Industry
Welspun India Textile Ltd., Gujarat
Best Water User Association
Panchgachiya MDTW WUA, Hooghly,
West Beng
Best Industry for CSR activities
ITC Limited, Kolkata, West Bengal

National Water Awards 2020 Announced
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union Minister of Jal Shakti, has announced the
winners of the third National Water Awards for the year 2020.
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Highlights
In the National Water Awards 2020, Uttar Pradesh has named the Best State
for Water Conservation.
Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu come in second and third, respectively. The
award includes a citation, a trophy, and a monetary prize.
The finest district prize in the northern zone went to Muzaffarnagar in Uttar
Pradesh, followed by Shahid Bhagat Singh Nagar in Punjab.
The Jal Shakti Ministry established the National Water Award in 2018 to
honor and motivate individuals and organizations who excel in the field of
water resource management.
In total, 57 awards in 11 categories have been announced.
Best State, Best District, Best Village Panchayat, Best Urban Local Body,
Best
Media
(Print
&
Electronic),
Best
School,
Best
Institution/RWA/Religious Organization for Campus Use, Best Industry,
Best NGO, Best Water User Association, and Best Industry for CSR
Activity are among the categories. Winners
Category
Best State
Uttar Pradesh
Best District North Zone
Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh
Best District South Zone
Thiruvanathapuram, Kerala
Best District East Zone
East Champaran, Bihar and Godda,
Jharkhand
Best District West Zone
Indore, Madhya Pradesh
Best District North-East Zone
Goalpara, Assam
Best Village Panchayat North Zone
Dhaspad, Almora, Uttarakhand
Best Village Panchayat South Zone
Yelerampura
Panchayat,
Tumakuru
District, Karnataka
Best Village Panchayat East Zone
Telari Panchayat, Gaya District, Bihar
Best Village Panchayat West Zone
Takhatgadh, Sabarkantha, Gujarat
Best Village Panchayat North-East Zone Sialsir, Sirchip, Mizoram
Best Urban Local Body
Vapi Urban Local Body, Gujarat
Best Media (Print & Electronic)
Mission Paani (Network 18)
Best School
Govt. Girls Hr. Secondary School,
Kaveripattinam, Tamil Nadu
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Best Industry
Best Water User Association
Best Industry for CSR activities

Welspun India Textile Ltd., Gujarat
Panchgachiya MDTW WUA, Hooghly,
West Beng
ITC Limited, Kolkata, West Bengal
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SPORTS
Khelo India Games 2023
The Khelo India Games were created to bring India's sports culture back to life.
Due to the COVID situation, the 2021 Khelo India Games have been postponed. It
is now scheduled to take place in Haryana in January 2022.
Highlights:
Anurag Singh Thakur, the Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports will
attend the games.
Madhya Pradesh will host the Khelo India Youth Games in 2022-23. The
Madhya Pradesh Cabinet finally enacted Bhopal as the host city for the
games.
The cabinet also approved a 50-acre plot of land for the construction of an
international sports center.
For the first phase, the Madhya Pradesh government set aside Rs 176.59
crores. The International Sports Complex will cost Rs 15.56 crore to operate
and maintain.
For the second and third phases, separate funds will be granted.
The sports stadium will be equipped with a 10,000-seat hockey rink, a
4,000-seat football field, landscaping, parking, horticulture, guardrooms,
gates, internal service roads, street lighting, and sewage systems.
During the first phase, an indoor sports complex would be constructed in
Bhopal's Nathu Barkheda hamlet. A cricket stadium will be developed in the
second and third phases.

Md Arif Khan In Target Olympic Podium Scheme
The Mission Olympic Cell (MOC) of India's Sports Ministry has confirmed Md
Arif Khan's participation in the Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS) Core.
Highlights:
He will be a part of this group until the Winter Olympics in Beijing, China,
in February.
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Khan holds the distinction of being the first Indian to obtain direct quota
slots in two different Winter Olympics events,
He is also the first Indian athlete to secure a berth at the Winter Olympic
Games 2022.
Khan will compete in the Slalom and Giant Slalom events at the Winter
Olympics.
In addition, a number of Rs 17.46 lakh has been approved under TOPS for
training in Europe and equipment procurement in advance of the major event
in China.
Khan's European training camp, which began after his qualification for the
Winter Olympics, was permitted by the MOC for a total of 35 days.
In December of last year, he earned the quota in the giant slalom in a
competition in Montenegro.
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OBITUARY
Kenyan Conservationist Richard Leaky Passes Away
Richard Leaky, a renowned Kenyan conservationist and fossil hunter, has died on 2
January 2022.
Highlights:
Richard Leakey, a well-known Kenyan politician, conservationist, and fossil
hunter, has died. The discovery of 'Turkana Boy' in 1984 is credited to the
legendary paleoanthropologist, and it led to able to introduce of proving that
the human race evolved in Africa.
Turkana boy is the most full human ancestor Skelton ever discovered.
The study of human evolvement through fossil and archaeology records is
known as paleoanthropology.
Leakey is also known for spearheading anti-ivory campaigns in order to save
the African elephant population.
Richard Erskine Frere Leakey FRS was born on December 19, 1944, in
London, England.
Kenyan paleoanthropologist, conservationist, and politician Richard Erskine
Frere Leakey Leakey worked in Kenya for a number of years, mostly in
archaeology and nature conservation institutions.
He was the Director of Kenya's National Museum, the founder of the nongovernmental organization WildlifeDirect, and the Chairman of the Kenya
Nature Conservation Service.
In an educational collaboration with Stony Brook University, where he had
been an anthropology professor, Leakey co-founded the Turkana Basin
Institute. Until his death, he was the chair of the Turkana Basin Institute.

War Veteran Vice Admiral S H Sarma Passes Away
Vice Admiral S H Sarma, a veteran of the Indian Navy's 1971 war, has died on 3
January.
Highlights:
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Vice Admiral S.H. Sarma, a veteran of the Indian Navy's 1971 Indo-Pak
war, has died at the age of 100.
During the war in 1971, he was the Flag Officer Commanding the Eastern
Fleet. In the 1971 war, India defeated Pakistan, resulting in the formation of
Bangladesh.
Vice Admiral Sarma turned 100 years old on December 1st of last year. In
addition, he recently attended the Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav in Delhi.
During the 1971 war, Sarma was the Flag Officer Commanding the Eastern
Fleet.
At 6.20 p.m., he died in a private hospital in Bhubaneswar.
His mortal remains will be taken to his home here on Tuesday, where people
can pay their respects, according to his family. On January 5, the cremation
will take place.
In the 1971 war, India defeated Pakistan, resulting in the formation of
Bangladesh.

Founder Of Shillong Chamber Choir Neil Nongkynrih Passes Away
Neil Nongkynrih, the founder of the Shillong Chamber Choir (SCC) and a
renowned Indian concert pianist, has died.
Highlights:
During former US President Barack Obama's and Michelle Obama's visit to
India in 2010, SCC performed for them.
Neil Nongkynrih, or Uncle Neil, was the founder of the Shillong Chamber
Choir and a renowned pianist. He was 51 years old at the time.
During the live transmission program of Indian space rocket Chandrayaan
2's arrival on the moon, SCC's version of 'Vande Mataram was played.
He was given the Padma Shri, India's fourth-highest civilian honor, in 2015.
Neil died on January 5th at the Reliance Hospital in Mumbai after a short
illness.
In 2010, Neil's choir won India's Got Talent. In 2015, he received the Padma
Shri award.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
The 46th GST Council Meet In Delhi Chaired By Nirmala Sitharaman
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, Union Finance & Corporate Affairs Minister, presided
over the GST Council's 46th meeting in New Delhi.
Highlights:
The GST Council has advised deferring the decision to amend textile rate
recommendations made at the 45th GST Council meeting.
As a result, the present GST rates of 5% instead of 12 percent in the textile
industry will be maintained.
This convention takes on added significance because it takes place only days
before Sitharaman delivers the much-anticipated Union Budget 2022-23, for
which she has been having a series of pre-budget meetings with
stakeholders.
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will present India's Union Budget for
2022-23 on February 1, 2022.
In its second term, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's NDA government will
present its fourth budget.
Given the ongoing coronavirus illness (Covid-19) epidemic, the 2021-22
budget was given orally for the first time on 1 February.

National E-Governance Conference
The Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG), State
Government of Telangana, and Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology will host the 24th National E-Government Conference.
Highlights:
The conference will happen at Madhapur, Hyderabad, at the Hyderabad
International Convention Centre.
"India's Techade: Digital Governance in a Post-Pandemic World" will be the
theme of the conference.
Emerging technologies, universalization of public services, ease of life
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through good governance, universalization of public services, innovation
platformization, government re-engineering, and citizen participation in
government processes are the subtopics.
It will help e-governance efforts gain traction.
It gives businesses and government officials the chance to show off their
successful E-Government initiatives. This improves service delivery from
beginning to end.
Through Digital India, the Indian government is digitizing the country. EGovernance is critical for social development and promoting economic
inclusion.
To combat cyber fraud, fake news, and other forms of misinformation, it is
critical to progress toward secure e-government.
E-governance also aids in expense savings, service simplicity, and real-time
governance. Accountability and transparency are also aided by it.
National Awards for E-Governance 2021
The awards will be given out at the conference. The awards will be given out
in six different categories.
The awards will be given out to 26 E-Governance initiatives.
Excellence in government re-engineering for digitalization, excellence in
district-level e-governance, universalizing access to e-services, good citizencentric research, use of ICT in COVID-19 management, and remarkable use
of emerging technologies are the six categories.
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SCHEMES
Ayush Aahaar Project
The project was started by the Ministry of AYUSH. Ayush Aahaar is a nutritious
meal plan. This diet will be provided in the ministry's canteen.
Highlights:
It was unveiled in the ministry's Ayush Bhawan canteen. The project's goal
is to encourage a healthy lifestyle through a well-balanced diet.
Kokum drink, gajar ka halwa, bhajani vada, and vegetable poha are all part
of a nutritious diet.
These dishes are nutrient-dense and well-liked by the general audience.
They're also simple to absorb.
As a test, the Ayush Aahaar is being introduced. Dishwashers will be given
forms to fill out. It is necessary to collect feedback.
A new diet will be established based on the responses. This is the first step
towards promoting the Ayush Lifestyle.
The ministry intends to raise awareness about the Ayush way of living.
AYUSH Aahaar
Its primary goal is to lessen the impact of lifestyle diseases. Heart disease,
type 2 diabetes, obesity, and stroke are all lifestyle disorders.
A nutritious diet, frequent exercise, and yoga are all part of the AYUSH
lifestyle. In terms of AYUSH practices, India is the world leader.
AYUSH is taught in over 500 colleges and 3000 hospitals across the
country. The diet could be implemented at these hospitals if the project is a
success.
In India, the AYUSH market is worth ten billion dollars. In the following
five years, it is expected to expand by 50%.
For AYUSH, there are no FDI restrictions. India is the world's secondlargest exporter of complementary and alternative medicines.
In wealthy countries, yoga and acupuncture are becoming more popular

Brand India Campaign
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The Indian Commerce Ministry intends to begin a "Brand India Campaign" in order
to boost service and product exports to new markets.
Highlights:
India's overseas shipments are expected to exceed $400 billion in the fiscal
year 2021-22, prompting the beginning of the campaign.
The Brand India Campaign will act as an "umbrella campaign" to promote
India's exports of goods and services.
In the beginning, the campaign will concentrate on Indian exports in certain
areas such as gems and jewelry, textiles, plantation products such as tea,
coffee, and spices, healthcare, education, engineering, and pharmaceuticals.
Quality, technology, tradition, value, and innovation would be the focal
points.
Because diverse industries are now being marketed with individuality in
different ways, there is a need for such a unified approach.
India Brand Equity Foundation will be in charge of the Brand India
Campaign (IBEF).
Branding Steering Committee
A branding agency will be chosen as part of the campaign, and a Branding
Steering Committee would be formed.
Additionally, a consistent logo identity will be established, as well as
branding creatives such as films, television commercials, digital banners,
and print advertisements.
The campaign approach would be:
Focused export-oriented messaging to buyers and consumers
New markets
Indian talent
Tradition and modernity
Promotional events through digital channels & international events.
India Brand Equity Foundation (IBEF)
It is an Indian government-run export promotion agency that was founded in
1996 to promote the sale and distribution of Indian goods in global markets.
It was founded by the Department of Commerce, which is part of the
Commerce ministry.
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The Indian government funds and owns it. IBEF serves as a branding and
communications partner for India's participation in international trade shows.
Onsite branding, public relations, media advertisements, digital marketing,
knowledge kits, and report publishing are all managed by IBEF.

Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro Food Processing Enterprises Scheme
Under the PMFME Scheme, the Ministry of Food Processing Industries has
introduced six one-district product (ODOP) brands.
Highlights:
PMFME is the acronym for Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro Food
Processing Enterprises.
Amrit Phal: It's amla juice for Haryana's Gurugram. It's natural with lemon
juice added. Amrit Phal is priced at Rs 120 for 500 ml.
Cori Gold: Coriander powder was created for the Rajasthani city of Kota.
Because of its flavor, the product is one-of-a-kind. Cori gold prices 34
rupees per gram.
Kashmiri Mantra: Kashmiri red chiles are used to make this product. It was
created for the Jammu and Kashmir district of Kulgam. Seventy-five rupees
buy 100 grams of the Kashmiri mantra.
Madhu Mantra: It's a honey-like substance created for the Uttar Pradesh
district of Saharanpur. It's a honey with a variety of flora. Madhu mantra
honey is gathered from bees that are allowed to fly freely. Five hundred
grams of Madhu mantra will set you back 185 rupees.
Dilli Bakes, a bakery, created these whole wheat biscuits. It's one-of-a-kind
since it's created with jaggery rather than sugar. One hundred seventy-five
rupees get you 380 grams of whole wheat biscuits.
Somdana as a brand: Ragi flour was created for Maharashtra's Thane district.
It's free of gluten. Calcium, fiber, and iron are abundant in the Somdana.
Somdana is priced at 60 rupees for 500 grams.
The products are packaged distinctively and provide the product longer shelf
life.
Independent expenditures are made to help firms promote their sales through
e-commerce platforms.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Director-General Of Indian Coast Guard: V.S Pathania
The Indian Coast Guard has a new Director-General, V.S Pathania.
Highlights:
V.S. Pathania succeeded Krishnaswamy Natarajan as the 24th Director
General (DG) of the Indian Coast Guard, who had retired.
He attended Defence Services Staff College in Wellington, New Zealand,
and National Defence College in New Delhi.
In November 2019, he was promoted to Additional Director General and
assigned to Visakhapatnam as Coast Guard Commander (Eastern Seaboard).
Pathania has held several key positions afloat and ashore during his 36-year
career, including command of all classifications of Coast Guard ships,
including the Inshore Patrol Vessel 'Ranijindan,' Offshore Patrol Vessel
(OPV) 'Vigraha,' and advanced OPV 'Sarang,' according to the statement.
In November 2019, he was promoted to Additional Director General and
assigned to Visakhapatnam as Coast Guard Commander (Eastern Seaboard).
President's Tatrakshak Medal for Outstanding Service, Tatrakshak Medal for
Gallantry, and DG Coast Guard Commendation have all been awarded to
Pathania.

Chairman And CEO Of Railway Board: Vinay Kumar Tripathi
Vinay Kumar Tripathi, a 1983 batch Indian Railway Service officer, has been
appointed as the new Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Railway Board.
Highlights:
He is currently the General Manager of the Northeastern Railway and is the
Chairman of the Railway Board.
The Indian Railway Board, which reports to the national assembly through
the Ministry of Railways, is the apex body of the Indian Railways.
The Cabinet Appointments Committee not only approved Tripathi's
appointment for six months beginning January 1 but also granted him an
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extension until December 31, 2022.
Vinay Kumar Tripathi has completed advanced management training in
Switzerland and the United States.
Tripathi was instrumental in the commissioning and indigenization of stateof-the-art three-phase locomotives, which are now India's workhorses.
Tripathi has extensive experience in railway administration and
management.

First Women Head Of Oil And Natural Gas Corporation: Alka Mittal
Alka Mittal is the first woman to lead the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC).
Highlights:
Alka Mittal, the director of human resources at ONGC, has been named
intervening period chairman and managing director (CMD) of the Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC), India's largest oil and gas producer.
She is the very first woman to hold the position of CEO at Maharatna.
Subhash Kumar, who retired on December 31, was replaced by her.
He was also acting as the interim head of the department.
Alka Mittal has been hired for a six-month term, beginning January 1, 2022,
and ending when a regular incumbent is appointed or until much farther
order, whichever comes first.
ONGC was founded on August 14, 1956, in Vasant Kunj, New Delhi.
She has been functioning as the corporation's Director (HR) and will now
take on the additional responsibility of interim CMD for a six-month period.
Mittal was brought in to replace another interim head, Subhash Kumar, who
stepped down after trying to reach retirement age on December 31, 2021.
ONGC's most senior director is Mittal. She has a master's degree in
economics, an MBA in human resources management, and a doctorate in
commerce and business studies.

DG Of National Mission For Clean Ganga- G Asok Kumar
G Asok Kumar has been appointed as the Director-General of the National Mission
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for Clean Ganga.
Highlights:
G Asok Kumar, an Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Jal Shakti, has
been named the new Director-General of the Ministry of Jal Shakti's
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG).
He succeeded Rajiv Ranjan Mishra as Director-General.
Kumar is known as "India's Rain Man" for his outstanding work in rainwater
harvesting as part of the "Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain" campaign.
National Mission for Clean Ganga:
On August 12, 2011, the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) was
registered as a society under the Societies Registration Act 1860.
It served as the execution arm of the National Ganga River Basin Authority
(NGRBA), which was established under the Environment (Protection) Act
(EPA) of 1986.
Following the formation of the National Council for Rejuvenation,
Protection, and Management of the River Ganga on October 7, 2016, the
NGRBA was dissolved (referred to as National Ganga Council).

UNSC Counter-Terrorism Committee Chair Assumed By TS Tirumurti
T S Tirumurti, India's Permanent Representative to the United Nations, has been
named Chair of the UN Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee for the
year 2022.
Highlights:
Beginning January 1, 2022, India will serve as the chairman of the UN
Security Council's Counter-Terrorism Committee (UNSC-CTC) for a year.
As Chair of the Counter-Terrorist Committee till 2022, India will seek to
increase the Counter-Terrorism Committee's role in strengthening the
multilateral counter-terrorism response and ensure that the global response
to the threat of terrorism remains unequivocal, unified, and effective.
India is now a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC), which has 15 members. It will finish its two-year tenure
on December 31, 2022.
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H.E. Mr. T. S. Tirumurti is a multilateral affairs expert with a long career in
the diplomatic service. He has done his job in a variety of positions since
joining the Indian Foreign Service in 1985.
He worked as Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs, overseeing the
Economic Relations portfolio, before taking up his career post as Permanent
Representative of India to the United Nations in May 2020.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
DRDO Foundation Day
On January 1, 2022, the "Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO)" celebrated its 64th anniversary.
Highlights:
In 63 years, the DRDO has changed India's defense research and
development landscape.
The DRDO was also instrumental in the fight against the COVID-19
pandemic.
With the help of the PM CARES Fund, it was able to set up around 850
oxygen plants and Covid hospitals.
It also created a drug called 2DG to combat covid-19. In India, synergy with
the defense industry in terms of development and production has reached
new heights, with more than 175 technology transfers occurring in 2021
alone.
Defense Research and Development Organisation
DRDO is the highest-ranking agency within the Ministry of Defence's
Department of Defence Research and Development.
It is in charge of research and development for the military. The
headquarters of the organization are in Delhi.
The Defence Science Organisation was formed on January 1, 1958, when the
Directorate of Technical Development & Production of Indian Ordnance
Factories and the Technical Development Establishment merged.
The Defence Research and Development Service (DRDS) was established in
1979 as a service for Group 'A' Officers/Scientists.
DRDO Works
The DRDO has 52 laboratories in its network. Aeronautics, electronics,
armaments, life sciences, land combat engineering, naval systems, materials,
and missiles are among the fields in which these laboratories are working.
The DRDO is India's largest and most diverse research organization. It is
made up of approximately 5,000 DRDS scientists and approximately 25,000
other scientific, technical, and support personnel.
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Dr. G Satheesh Reddy is the current Secretary and Chairman of the DRDO

World Braille Day: 4 January
On January 4, 2022, World Braille Day is observed.
Highlights:
Since 2019, the 4th of January has been designated as World Braille Day
around the world. The purpose of the day is to recognize blind people's right
to access braille and to raise awareness about the importance of braille as a
form of communication in the full realization of blind and partially sighted
people's human rights.
The day commemorates the birth anniversary of Louis Braille, the man who
invented Braille a system of writing for people with visual impairments.
Louis Braille was born on January 4, 1809, in the northern French town of
Coupvray.
Braille is a tactile portrayal of alphabetic and numerical symbols, as well as
musical, mathematical, and scientific symbols, using six dots to portray each
letter and number.
Blind and partially sighted people use Braille, named after its man who
invented in 19th century France, Louis Braille, to read the same books and
periodicals that are printed in a visual font.
As stated in article 2 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, braille is crucial for the implementation of education, freedom
of expression and opinion, and social inclusion.

World Day of War Orphans: Jan 6
On January 6, the World Day of War Orphans is observed to raise awareness about
the sufferings of children who have lost their parents as a result of the War.
Highlights:
Children are among the most marginalized and marginalized groups in any
conflict.
Children who have been wounded in a gun battle or who have been kept
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separate from their families require special attention in order to recover from
their war wounds, return to school, and resume a normal life.
The French organization SOS Enfants en Detresses created the World Day
of War Orphans to help children who have been orphaned by war.
An orphan is defined as a "child under the age of 18 who has lost both
parents to any cause of death," according to the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF).
Several awareness programs are held on World War Orphans Day to raise
awareness about the trauma that orphaned children face.
For many children around the world, the coronavirus pandemic has resulted
in issues such as food insecurity and access to basic health and sanitation
facilities.
The World Day of War Orphans is observed to raise awareness of the issues
that such children face, as well as to remind the international community of
its responsibility to ensure that such children have equal access to health and
educational opportunities.
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COMMITTEE
Energy Transition Advisory Committee
The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas established the Energy Transition
Advisory Committee. Tarun Kapoor, the former Secretary of the Petroleum
Ministry, is in charge.
Highlights:
It will concentrate on increasing the proportion of clean energy sources in
the country's energy mix, such as hydrogen, biofuel, nuclear, geothermal,
and tidal.
To assist India in meeting its 2070 net-zero emissions goal. Creating a road
map for the energy transition (within 6 months).
To develop a step-by-step plan for transitioning from fossil fuels to
renewable energy.
India announced its goal of achieving net-zero emissions by 2070 during the
Leaders Summit on Climate Change.
To accomplish this, oil companies were told to develop plans aimed at
increasing their clean energy portfolio.
These plans will be reviewed by the committee. It will also make
recommendations. In addition, the committee will make recommendations
for the plans' development.
The committee will provide guidance to the oil companies as they begin to
implement their transition plans.
Hindustan Petroleum, Indian Oil, and Bharat Petroleum, for example,
recently announced a joint venture to build 22,000 charging stations.
Functions
Of all the clean energies, the committee will concentrate on biofuel and
green hydrogen. It will devise strategies for enhancing its supply chains.
The biofuel plans will concentrate on establishing a long-term biomass
supply chain. It will also concentrate on improving the country's biofuel
infrastructure.
India intends to build 5,000 biogas plants in the near future.
These initiatives are being implemented because India is looking for ways to
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increase domestic fuel production. And the only way to do so is to increase
biofuel production.
The committee will concentrate on increasing the country's green hydrogen
production.
This has been given precedence over all other committee functions. The
committee will also focus on developing a strong green hydrogen value
chain.
The committee's Green Hydrogen plan will greatly aid India's National
Hydrogen Mission (NHM). The mission was announced in the budget for
2021-22.
The National Hydrogen Mission (NHM) aims to produce hydrogen from
renewable sources. Green hydrogen had been prioritized in India's climate
change and energy security plans.
Oil companies will be given transition plans by the committee. It will assist
the transportation sector in making the transition to clean energy.

A Panel To Examine Bill On Raising The Legal Age Of Marriage
Sushmita Dev is part of a 31-member panel that will look into a bill that would
raise the legal age of marriage.
Highlights:
A total of 31 members make up the parliamentary standing committee tasked
with studying "The Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill, 2021,"
with only one woman among them.
TMC MP Sushmita Dev is the only woman on the committee, which has a
total of 31 members.
The bill aims to raise the legal marriage age for women in India from 18 to
21 years old, bringing them in line with men.
The "Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006" and seven personal laws,
including the Indian Christian Marriage Act, the Parsi Marriage and Divorce
Act, the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, the Special
Marriage Act, the Hindu Marriage Act, and the Foreign Marriage Act, are all
being amended by the Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill
2021.
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Union minister Smriti Irani introduced the bill in the Lok Sabha in the winter
session of Parliament.
The document was then sent to a 31-member committee for review.
Supriya Sule, a member of the National Congress Party, said the panel's
chairman has the authority to invite other female MPs to participate in a
more inclusive and broad discussion.

Mehtab Singh Gill Committee
The Punjab government established a high-level team to probe Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's security lapse on 6 January.
Highlights:
The Punjab government constituted the Mehtab Singh Gill Committee in
response to the security lapse.
Mr. Gill has served as a judge in the past. Punjab's Home Secretary is also a
member of the committee. The committee has three days to provide a report.
The Security Breach is that Prime Minister arrived in Bathinda on 5 January
2022 and was scheduled to fly to Hussainwala to attend the National Martyrs
Memorial.
Due to the rain, plane transportation could not be organized. As a result, the
prime minister traveled to the memorial by car.
Protesters obstructed his convoy on the way there. He was also stuck in a
flyover for 15 to 20 minutes.
The Prime Minister was at the monument to inaugurate development
projects of Rs 43,000 crore.
This includes the building of roads and hospitals. He was also scheduled to
speak to a group. The visit has been postponed.
Special Protection Group
It was founded in 1988 with the express purpose of protecting the Prime
Minister. SPG protects the PM both in India and overseas.
It also safeguards the Prime Minister's immediate family. THE SPG
PROTECTED the PM's spouse, children, and parents.
Protection was offered at their home as well as anywhere else. Protection
was guaranteed for five years while in office and for another five years after
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they left.
The amending statute decreased the mandate. SPG safeguards only the PM
under the statute.
SPG's rulebook is known as the Blue Book. It contains all of the guidelines
for PM protection.
As per the Blue Book, the state police must plan a path in the event of
adversity, such as the one that has occurred recently.
The state police had been informed about the protests by the Intelligence
Bureau. Despite all of these precautions, a security compromise happened.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
Defense Agreement Japan Australia
Japan and Australia would establish a defense agreement on January 6, 2022, to
strengthen defense and security cooperation.
Highlights:
As a result of the deal, China's influence in ASEAN will be reduced. It will
contribute to a free and open Indo-Pacific.
Sharing military facilities, landing rights, guaranteeing port access, logistic
support, legal frameworks, and logistic support are all part of the pact.
As a result, Japan's advanced F-35 fighter jets can now train on Australian
land. Submarines from Australia can now deploy in Japanese seas.
The countries can work together to develop special forces. Both Japan and
Australia want to keep the United States involved in the Indo-Pacific.
Agreement's Impact On China
These recent events demonstrate that the international community is not
ready to accept Chinese dominance:
The AUKUS Security Pact is a treaty between the United States and the
United Kingdom. Britain, Australia, and the United States have all signed
the document.
India, Japan, the United States, and Australia have strengthened their QUAD
collaboration in order to enable the United Kingdom to acquire nuclearpowered submarines.
The Malabar military exercise, which was a trilateral exercise between India,
the United States, and Japan until 2020, has now become a QUAD exercise,
with Australia joining in 2021.
The emergence of cooperation between Japan, Australia, and the United
States
Increased amicable relations between South Korea and Australia
The countries are banding together to achieve a common goal. To put a stop
to China's dominance.
Both Japan and Australia rely heavily on ASEAN countries. China is
attempting to separate ASEAN countries from the rest of the globe. China is
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attempting to sabotage regional collaboration as well.
According to Japan and Australia, diplomatic actions such as the military
deal will prevent China from using ASEAN as a source of business.

UN WFP Signs MoU To Improve PM POSHAN Scheme
To strengthen the effectiveness of PM POSHAN, the United Nations World Food
Program, UN WFP, has struck a deal with a Bengaluru-based NGO (NonGovernmental Organization).
Highlights:
Pradhan Mantri POshan SHakti Nirman is the acronym for Pradhan Mantri
POshan SHakti Nirman. Previously, the program was known as the Mid-Day
Meal Program.
The Akshara Patra Foundation and the Akshara Patra Foundation inked the
agreement.
PM POSHAN Shakti Nirman has received financial help from the World
Food Programme. It will help schools improve their mid-day feeding
programs.
The NGO will form a steering group. The committee will include officials
from the World Food Programme, government agencies, and nongovernmental organizations.
Four times a year, the committee will meet. It will establish plans, assess
existing programs, and make necessary changes to strengthen the country's
mid-day meal scheme.
PM POSHAN Scheme
In September 2021, it was approved. It will last five years, till2026. The
project is expected to cost Rs 1.31 trillion to implement.
This strategy now includes the mid-day lunch program. The PM POSHAN
made several improvements to the mid-day meal program.
The central government would transfer monies immediately into the account
of the schools under PM - POSHAN.
This is done to avoid money from leaking out. Balavatika has also been
included in PM POSHAN.
Balavatika is a pre-school for children under the age of six. This brings the
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total number of beneficiaries to 24 lakhs.
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VISITS BY PM / PRESIDENT
Major Dhyan Chand Sports University Foundation Stone Laid By PM
The foundation stone for Major Dhyan Chand Sports University was laid by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in Meerut.
Highlights:
The university would be built in the villages of Salawa and Kaili in Meerut's
Sardhana town at a cost of around 700 crore rupees.
The university will be able to train a total of 1080 athletes, with 540 female
and 540 male athletes.
Synthetic Hockey, Football, Basketball, Volleyball, Handball, Kabaddi,
Lawn tennis court, Gym hall, Synthetic running track, Swimming pool,
Community Hall, and a Cycling Velodrome will be part of the Sports
University's sophisticated and state-of-the-art sports infrastructure.
It will also include a training center for archery, squash, gymnastic, lifting,
shooting, canoe, and kayak, among other sports.
The university is being built at a cost of around 700 crores in the villages of
Salawa and Kaili in Meerut's Sardhana town.
The facility has the capacity to train 1080 athletes, including 540 females
and 540 males.
The Assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh are set to take place early this year.
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) won 312 constituencies out of the 403-seat
Uttar Pradesh Parliament in 2017, while the Samajwadi Party (SP) gained
47, the Bahujan Samajwadi Party (BSP) got 19, and the Congress only
managed to win seven seats.
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FESTIVALS
Losar Festival
The 'Losar Festival' was held in Ladakh to mark the start of the new year.
Highlights:
According to Tibetan Buddhism's traditional calendar, the Losar Festival is
held in Ladakh at the start of the New Year.
In the Ladakh region, the Buddhist community celebrates it.
The Losar is a 15-day festival that begins on the first day of the Tibetan
lunar calendar, announced the beginning of the Tibetan calendar's 11
months.
Losar is a Tibetan word that roughly translates to "New Year."
The celebrations began with the illumination of religious sites such as
monasteries, stupas, residential areas, and other locations in honor of Je
Tsongkhapa's birth and Nirvana anniversary.
The eve of the Losar festival is also marked by memorial food offerings for
loved ones who have passed away.
Ladakh's Popular Festivals
Phyang Tsedup Festival
Dosmoche Festival
Hemis Festival
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When was the ratification of the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) trade agreement presented to Indonesia's lower house of
parliament?
A.August 25, 2021
B.September 25, 2021
C.December 25, 2021
D.November 25, 2021

Answer A
Explanation On August 25, 2021, India's Trade Minister, Muhammad Lutfi, presented his case
to Indonesia's lower house of parliament for ratification of the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) trade agreement.

2) How many members does RCEP have?
A.14
B.16
C.15
D.17

Answer C
Explanation The 15-member bloc accounts for 30% of the global population and 30% of the
global GDP.

3) How many satellites has SpaceX has deployed for the Starlink broadband
network?
A.19000
B.1900
C.190
D.1100

Answer B
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Explanation For its Starlink broadband network, SpaceX has deployed around 1,900 satellites
and plans to launch more.

4) When was SpaceX found?
A.2021
B.2000
C.2001
D.2002

Answer D
Explanation SpaceX was founded by Elon Musk in 2002 with the goal of lowering the cost of
space travel.

5) When was the first evidence of an exoplanet was discovered?
A.1997
B.1927
C.1917
D.1911

Answer C
Explanation A planet outside of our Solar System is known as an exoplanet. In 1917, the first
evidence of an exoplanet was discovered, but it was not recognized as such.

6) What is the distance between the exoplanet HAT-P-11b and Earth?
A.121 light-years
B.123 light-years
C.122 light-years
D.132 light-years

Answer B
Explanation The Hubble Space Telescope was used to observe the exoplanet HAT-P-11b, a
Neptune-sized planet located 123 light-years from Earth.
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7) When is the DRDO Foundation Day?
A.Dec 1
B.Jan 1
C.Feb 1
D.Nov 1

Answer B
Explanation On January 1, 2022, the "Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) is the Foundation day

8) When was DRDO formed?
A.1959
B.1958
C.1960
D.1955

Answer B
Explanation The Defence Science Organisation was formed on January 1, 1958, when the
Directorate of Technical Development & Production of Indian Ordnance Factories and the
Technical Development Establishment merged.

9) How many weeks is the Padhe Bharat Reading Campaign?
A.12 weeks
B.13 Weeks
C.15 Weeks
D.14 Weeks

Answer D
Explanation It will take place over the course of 100 days, or 14 weeks. On April 10, 2022, it
will come to an end.

10) When is the International Mother Tongue Day?
A.12 Feb
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B.22 Feb
C.11 Feb
D.21 Feb

Answer D
Explanation In order to achieve this goal, the campaign has been linked to "International Mother
Tongue Day," which takes place on 21 February.

11) When did the central government approved the issuance of the 19th
tranche of electoral bonds?
A.13 Dec
B.31 Dec
C.11 Dec
D.30 Dec

Answer B
Explanation On December 31, 2021, the central government approved the issuance of the 19th
tranche of electoral bonds, down that route of assembly polls in five states.

12) How many white rhinos were recently transported from South Africa to
Rwanda?
A.31
B.21
C.30
D.33

Answer C
Explanation Onboard a Boeing 747 charter flight, 30 white rhinos were recently transported
from South Africa to Rwanda.

13) When did the army stage a coup on Sudan?
A.Nov 2020
B.Oct 2020
C.Nov 2021
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D.Oct 2021

Answer D
Explanation Prior to this agreement, the army staged a coup in October 2021. Protesters
demanded that full civilian rule be restored.

14) How many districts are there in 2021 In India according to data compiled
by the Registrar General of India?
A.735
B.736
C.734
D.737

Answer B
Explanation The number of districts has increased from 640 in 2011 to 736 in 2021, according to
provisional data compiled by the Registrar General of India (RGI).

15) When does Water Taxi Service In Mumbai begin?
A.Feb 2022
B.December 2021
C.Jan 2022
D.March 2022

Answer C
Explanation Mumbai's much-anticipated Water Taxi Services are expected to begin in January
2022.

16) Where is the Power Grid Corporation Of India Headquaters?
A.Gurugram
B.Gujarat
C.Rajasthan
D.Delhi
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Answer A
Explanation Power Grid is a statutory corporation in India that reports to the Ministry of Power.
Gurugram is the company's headquarters.

17) When did India donated 500,000 doses of Covid-19 vaccines to
Afghanistan?
A.1 Jan 2022
B.31 Dec 2021
C.2 Jan 2022
D.3 Jan 2022

Answer C
Explanation India donated 500,000 doses of Covid-19 vaccines to Afghanistan on January 2,
2021, and will send another 500,000 doses in the coming days as part of humanitarian aid.

18) What is development of 5G microwave absorbers used for?
A.as absorbent of electromagnetic radiation.
B.to increase electromagnetic radiation.
C.to protect electromagnetic radiation.
D.as a shield against electromagnetic radiation.

Answer D
Explanation The development of 5G microwave absorbers could be used as a shield against
electromagnetic radiation.

19) What is the life expectancy of Iron Air Battery?
A.20
B.15
C.30
D.40

Answer C
Explanation They have a 30-year life expectancy.
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20) How many biogas plants is India Planning to built in the near future?
A.6000
B.5000
C.5500
D.4500

Answer B
Explanation India intends to build 5,000 biogas plants in the near future.

21) How many electric boats where built for the Kochi Water Metro Project?
A.22
B.24
C.23
D.21

Answer C
Explanation The Kochi Metro Rail Limited has built 23 battery-powered electric boats for the
water metro project.

22) How many ports will be connected under the Kochi Water Metro Project?
A.40
B.38
C.39
D.37

Answer B
Explanation The Kochi Water Metro system would include 78 ships that will connect 38 ports
over 76 route kilometers.

23) When will be the India's Union Budget for 2022-23 presented?
A.February 1, 2022.
B.February 2, 2022.
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C.February 4, 2022.
D.February 3, 2022.

Answer A
Explanation Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will present India's Union Budget for
2022-23 on February 1, 2022.

24) Where did the GST Council's 46th meeting happen?
A.Mumbai
B.Kolkata
C.Delhi
D.Gujarat

Answer C
Explanation Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, Union Finance & Corporate Affairs Minister, presided
over the GST Council's 46th meeting in New Delhi.

25) How much did it cost to built Major Dhyan Chand Sports University?
A.600 crore rupees
B.700 crore rupees
C.750 crore rupees
D.800 crore rupees

Answer B
Explanation The university would be built in the villages of Salawa and Kaili in Meerut's
Sardhana town at a cost of around 700 crore rupees.

26) How many athletes will be trained in the Major Dhyan Chand Sports
University?
A.1800 athletes
B.1000 athletes
C.1088 athletes
D.1080 athletes
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Answer D
Explanation The university will be able to train a total of 1080 athletes, with 540 female and 540
male athletes.

27) Who is the 23rd Director General (DG) of the Indian Coast Guard?
A.Krishnaswamy Natarajan
B.V.S Pathania
C.John Colin De Silva
D.M. P. Muralidharan

Answer A
Explanation V.S. Pathania succeeded Krishnaswamy Natarajan as the 24th Director General
(DG) of the Indian Coast Guard, who had retired.

28) When was V.S Pathania. appointed as Additional Director General and
assigned to Visakhapatnam as Coast Guard Commander (Eastern Seaboard)?
A.November 2019
B.November 2020
C.November 2010
D.November 2021

Answer A
Explanation In November 2019, he was promoted to Additional Director General and assigned
to Visakhapatnam as Coast Guard Commander (Eastern Seaboard).

29) How long is Vinay Kumar Tripathi appointed as new Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer of the Railway Board by Cabinet Appointments Committee?
A.7 Months
B.1 Year
C.6 Months
D.5 Months

Answer C
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Explanation The Cabinet Appointments Committee not only approved Tripathi's appointment for
six months

30) When is the extension period for Vinay Kumar Tripathi appoint for new
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Railway Board?
A.December 13, 2022
B.December 31, 2022
C.December 11, 2022
D.December 10, 2022

Answer B
Explanation The Cabinet Appointments Committee not only approved Tripathi's appointment for
six months beginning January 1 but also granted him an extension until December 31, 2022.

31) What is the speed of Zircon missile?
A.620 miles
B.622 miles
C.621 miles
D.623 miles

Answer A
Explanation The Zircon missile would have a range of 1,000 kilometers and be able to fly at
nine times the speed of sound (620 miles).

32) How long is the EU Presidency Of France?
A.1 Year
B.6 Months
C.8 Months
D.3 Months

Answer B
Explanation The EU presidency will be held by the country for the next six months
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33) Who will take the EU Presidency after France?
A.Spain
B.Portugal
C.Czech Republic
D.Italy

Answer C
Explanation France will be supplemented by the Czech Republic after the six-month presidency
is completed.

34) When is the world Braille Day?
A.January 14, 2022
B.January 4, 2022
C.January 2, 2022
D.January 1, 2022

Answer B
Explanation On January 4, 2022, World Braille Day is observed.

35) Who is the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh?
A.Pramod Sawant
B.Nitish Kumar
C.Arvind Kejriwal
D.Yogi Adityanath

Answer D
Explanation Yogi Adityanath is the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh

36) How many countries are participating in Exercise Milan 2022?
A.44
B.46
C.48
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D.37

Answer B
Explanation India will host 46 nations in mega naval wargames in 2022, known as Exercise
Milan.

37) How many women members are part of the Panel To Examine Bill On
Raising The Legal Age Of Marriage?
A.2
B.30
C.1
D.31

Answer C
Explanation TMC MP Sushmita Dev is the only woman on the committee, which has a total of
31 members.

38) When was Order of the Garter Of the Established?
A.1348
B.1848
C.1843
D.1834

Answer A
Explanation The ceremonial order, which dates back to 1348, honors substantial public service
and is bestowed without the approval of the prime minister.

39) How old Is Baroness Amos?
A.76
B.66
C.67
D.77

Answer C
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Explanation With the majority of the order's members in their seventies, eighties, and beyond,
Baroness Amos, 67, and Tony Blair, 68, become two of the order's younger folk in a post held
until death.

40) Where the Github based from?
A.New York
B.Los Angeles
C.California
D.Washington DC

Answer C
Explanation Github is based in California

41) when was github launched?
A.2007
B.2008
C.2009
D.2006

Answer B
Explanation Development of the GitHub.com platform began on October 19, 2007. The site was
launched in April 2008.

42) When did the Kremlin released a UNSC declaration on nuclear war?
A.2 January 2022
B.1 January 2022
C.4 January 2022
D.3 January 2022

Answer D
Explanation On 3 January 2022, the Kremlin released a UNSC declaration on nuclear war.

43) Which country want to avoid nuclear war and minimize strategic risks?
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A.Australia
B.Italy
C.France
D.Iran

Answer C
Explanation In a joint declaration, Russia, China, the United Kingdom, the United States, and
France said further nuclear proliferation and a nuclear conflict should be avoided.These five
countries also want to avoid nuclear war and minimize strategic risks. They also want to engage
with all nations to create a secure environment.

44) What is the resolution of ISRO's TRISHNA?
A.53 meters
B.57 meters
C.56 meters
D.55 meters

Answer B
Explanation TRISHNA aspires to have a resolution of 57 meters. This allows scientists to
comprehend the water cycle's physical, ecological, and climatic aspects.

45) What will be used to lunch will be used to launch Earth Observation
Satellites 4 and 6?
A.PSLV
B.GSLV
C.SSLV
D.GSLV Mk-III

Answer A
Explanation PSLV will be used to launch Earth Observation Satellites 4 and 6.

46) How long has china seen building a bridge across the north and south
shores of the Pangong Lake?
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A.3 Months
B.4 Months
C.2 Months
D.1 Month

Answer C
Explanation China has been seen building a bridge linking the north and south shores of the
Pangong Lake in the last two months.

47) When did India conquer essential heights in the Kailash range on the
southern bank?
A.July 2020
B.August 2020
C.June 2020
D.September 2020

Answer B
Explanation India had conquered essential heights in the Kailash range on the southern bank by
August 2020.

48) When did Reserve Bank of India (RBI) published a guideline for smallvalue offline payments?
A.3 January 2022
B.2 January 2022
C.1 January 2022
D.4 January 2022

Answer A
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) published a guideline for small-value offline
payments in digital mode on 3 January.

49) What is offline payment transaction maximum limit fixed by Offline
Digital Payments RBI Framework?
A.200
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B.400
C.600
D.800

Answer A
Explanation An offline payment transaction should have a maximum limit of 200.

50) Where is the IHU New Covid-19 Variant Identified?
A.China
B.France
C.Japan
D.Africa

Answer B
Explanation SARS-CoV-2 virus, which causes covid-19 disease, has been identified by French
scientists as a new and more mutated strain.

51) How many Prime Minister Awards for Public Administration Excellence?
A.11
B.17
C.18
D.16

Answer C
Explanation There are a total of 18 Prime Minister Awards for Public Administration
Excellence.

52) How many global and Indian ed-tech start-ups on board for NEAT?
A.55
B.56
C.57
D.58
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Answer D
Explanation NEAT currently has 58 global and Indian ed-tech start-ups on board.

53) How much did India's merchandise exports totaled April and December
2021?between
A.$300 billion USD
B.$330 billion USD
C.$350 billion USD
D.$390 billion USD

Answer A
Explanation Between April and December 2021, the country's merchandise exports totaled $300
billion USD.

54) What is India's AYUSH market worth?
A.10 billion dollars
B.11 billion dollars
C.14 billion dollars
D.12 billion dollars

Answer A
Explanation In India, the AYUSH market is worth ten billion dollars. In the following five years,
it is expected to expand by 50%.

55) When ONGC was founded?
A.August 13, 1956
B.August 14, 1956
C.August 12, 1956
D.August 11, 1956

Answer B
Explanation ONGC was founded on August 14, 1956, in Vasant Kunj, New Delhi.
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56) When was 'Turkana Boy' discovered?
A.1988
B.1985
C.1948
D.1984

Answer D
Explanation The discovery of 'Turkana Boy' in 1984 is credited to the legendary
paleoanthropologist, and it led to able to introduce of proving that the human race evolved in
Africa.

57) When was Zishaan A Latif's photo essay, The strenuous struggle for
inclusion in the NRC, was printed in The Caravan?
A.December 2019
B.September 2019
C.October 2019
D.November 2019

Answer C
Explanation The Ramnath Goenka Award for Photo Journalism went to Zishaan A Latif. His
photo essay, The strenuous struggle for inclusion in the NRC, was printed in The Caravan in
October 2019 and won him the award.

58) How long is the 'Losar Festival"?
A.12-day festival
B.18-day festival
C.10-day festival
D.15-day festival

Answer D
Explanation The Losar is a 15-day festival that begins on the first day of the Tibetan lunar
calendar, announced the beginning of the Tibetan calendar's 11 months.
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59) What is CryptoWires Index Base Value?
A.1000
B.10000
C.100
D.100000

Answer B
Explanation The index's Base Value is 10,000, and the base date is April 1, 2018.

60) How much is India's overseas shipments are expected to exceed In fiscal
year 2021-22?
A.$400 Million
B.$400 billion
C.$40 billion
D.$40 million

Answer B
Explanation India's overseas shipments are expected to exceed $400 billion in the fiscal year
2021-22, prompting the beginning of the campaign.

61) When was India Brand Equity Foundation found?
A.1996
B.1997
C.1995
D.1994

Answer A
Explanation India Brand Equity Foundation (IBEF) is an Indian government-run export
promotion agency that was founded in 1996 to promote the sale and distribution of Indian goods
in global markets.

62) When did Australia And Japan sign a defense agreement ?
A.5 Jan
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B.7 Jan
C.6 Jan
D.8 Jan

Answer C
Explanation Japan and Australia would establish a defense agreement on January 6, 2022, to
strengthen defense and security cooperation.

63) When did Australia join Malabar military exercise?
A.2022
B.2020
C.2002
D.2021

Answer D
Explanation The Malabar military exercise, which was a trilateral exercise between India, the
United States, and Japan until 2020, has now become a QUAD exercise, with Australia joining in
2021.

64) How much funds had been set aside for ECRP II?
A.Rs 23,122 crores
B.Rs 23,120 crores
C.Rs 23,123 crores
D.Rs 23,121 crores

Answer C
Explanation the ECRP II will be implemented. Rs 23,123 crores has indeed been set aside for
phase two.

65) How many ambulances are added under the ECRP II?
A.8,801
B.8,800
C.8,880
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D.8,888

Answer B
Explanation In all 736 districts, pediatric units will be constructed. Liquid Medical Oxygen
Storage Tanks should be installed. A total of 8,800 ambulances will be added.

66) When was Digital Yuan first released?
A.2014
B.2001
C.2004
D.2010

Answer A
Explanation China's digital currency is the Digital Yuan. It was first released in 2014 and it has
been operational (at least in test mode) since then.

67) When was Digital Yuan App first released?
A.2020
B.2019
C.2009
D.2001

Answer B
Explanation The app was initially released in the year 2019. The app's user base has grown to
ten million people.

68) How many Sections were the Chilika lake was split into?
A.11
B.20
C.21
D.22

Answer C
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Explanation To conduct the census, the lake was split into 21 sections. Inside Chilika Lake is the
Nalabana Bird Sanctuary.

69) How many people were involved in the Chilika Water Bird Status Survey?
A.100
B.116
C.106
D.160

Answer C
Explanation A total of 106 people were involved in the survey. Bird experts from both nongovernmental and government groups were present.

70) When was the E-Bike Taxi launched In Karnataka
A.January 2021
B.June 2021
C.July 2021
D.August 2021

Answer C
Explanation The scheme was started by the Karnataka State Government in July 2021.
Individual companies and private players are allowed to operate electric bike taxis in Bengaluru,
the state capital.

71) How much does the RT-PCR kits supplied by the government cost?
A.Rs 20 and Rs 30.
B.Rs 30 and Rs 40.
C.Rs 50 and Rs 60.
D.Rs 40 and Rs 90.

Answer A
Explanation RT-PCR kits supplied by the government cost between Rs 20 and Rs 30.
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72) When did Department of Telecommunications of India issued a warning to
Indian people to avoid purchasing Elon Musk's Starlink Internet Services?
A.December 2021
B.January2021
C.September 2021
D.November 2021

Answer D
Explanation The Department of Telecommunications of India issued a warning to Indian people
in November 2021, advising them to avoid purchasing Elon Musk's Starlink Internet Services
because it was not yet licensed in the country.

73) How many people will be directly employed as part of LNG Terminal
project In Karnataka?
A.400
B.600
C.200
D.800

Answer C
Explanation Around 200 individuals will be directly employed as a result of this project.

74) When is the Tourism week In India?
A.Jan 3 - 9
B.Jan 4- 16
C.Jan 3 - 10
D.Jan 3- 15

Answer D
Explanation From January 3 through January 15, 2022, Tourism Week will happen

75) When did Vice Admiral S H Sarma Pass Away?
A.2 January
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B.4 January
C.1 January
D.3 January

Answer D
Explanation Vice Admiral S H Sarma, a veteran of the Indian Navy's 1971 war, has died on 3
January.

76) How many child marriages were prevented between 2020 and 2021 in
Odisha's Ganjam District?
A.455
B.450
C.460
D.470

Answer B
Explanation In the two years between 2020 and 2021, the district administration was able to
prevent 450 child marriages

77) When is World Day of War Orphans?
A.5 Jan
B.6 Jan
C.7 JAN
D.8 Jan

Answer B
Explanation On January 6, the World Day of War Orphans is observed to raise awareness about
the sufferings of children who have lost their parents as a result of the War.

78) When was Mukhya Mantri Grihini Suvidha Yojana launched?
A. May 26, 2018
B. May 22, 2018
C. May 25, 2018
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D. May 27, 2018

Answer A
Explanation On May 26, 2018, the Mukhya Mantri Grihini Suvidha Yojana was launched.

79) When was National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) registred?
A.August 11, 2011
B.August 12, 2011
C.August 13, 2011
D.August 14, 2011

Answer A
Explanation On August 12, 2011, the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) was registered
as a society under the Societies Registration Act 1860.

80) When does ICAI 2022 summit start?
A.4 January 2022
B.5 January 2022
C.6 January 2022
D.7 January 2022

Answer B
Explanation ICAI 2022 is a pre-vibrant summit on 5 January 2022 in Science City.

81) What is the age limit for students benefit from the SSIP 2.0 guidelines?
A.Over the age of 35
B.age of 35
C.under the age of 30
D.Under the age of 35

Answer D
Explanation Any person under the age of 35 who is a school student, a vocational, certificate,
undergraduate, postgraduate, or doctorate student, an alumna, alumnus, or any dropout from an
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institute, university, or school can benefit from the SSIP 2.0 guidelines.

82) When was Special Protection Group found?
A.1988
B.1987
C.1998
D.1985

Answer A
Explanation Special Protection Group was founded in 1988 with the express purpose of
protecting the Prime Minister. SPG protects the PM both in India and overseas.

83) When did Prime Minister arrive in Bathinda?
A.6 Jan
B.5 Jan
C.4 Jan
D.3 Jan

Answer B
Explanation The Security Breach is that Prime Minister arrived in Bathinda on 5 January 2022
and was scheduled to fly to Hussainwala to attend the National Martyrs Memorial.

84) When was PM POSHAN Scheme approved?
A.December 2021
B.November 2021
C.October 2021
D.September 2021

Answer D
Explanation PM POSHAN Scheme was approved In September 2021

85) How much will it cost for PM POSHAN Scheme?
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A.Rs 1.31 trillion to implement
B.Rs 1.1 trillion to implement
C.Rs 1.3 trillion to implement
D.Rs 1.11 trillion to implement

Answer A
Explanation PM POSHAN SchemeIn September 2021, it was approved. It will last five years,
from 2021 to 2026. The project is expected to cost Rs 1.31 trillion to implement.

86) How many one-district one product brands were introduced by the
Ministry of Food Processing Industries?
A.5
B.7
C.6
D.8

Answer C
Explanation Under the PMFME Scheme, the Ministry of Food Processing Industries has
introduced six one-district one-product (ODOP) brands.

87) How much is per gram of Cori Gold?
A.Rs. 33
B.Rs. 32
C.Rs. 43
D.Rs. 34

Answer D
Explanation Cori Gold: Coriander powder was created for the Rajasthani city of Kota. Because
of its flavor, the product is one-of-a-kind. Cori gold prices 34 rupees per gram.

88) How many architectural schools are part of Smart Cities Mission's
projects?
A.10
B.11
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C.14
D.15

Answer D
Explanation This contains 15 of the world's best architectural schools.

89) How many project must SAAR compile?
A.77
B.85
C.75
D.76

Answer C
Explanation SAAR must first compile a list of 75 projects. The list includes projects that are
both creative and cross-sectoral.

90) when did Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz discussed about India German Bilateral Ties?
A.January 4, 2022,
B.January 6, 2022,
C.January 5, 2022,
D.JanOn January 5, 2022, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
met and broadened bilateral collaboration., 2022,

Answer C
Explanation On January 5, 2022, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz met and broadened bilateral collaboration.

91) How much is India's Ethanol predicted consumption 2017 to 2021?
A.2 billion liters.
B.3 billion liters.
C.1 billion liters.
D.4 billion liters.
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Answer B
Explanation This study was conducted after India tripled its ethanol consumption from 2017 to
2021, to a predicted 3 billion liters.

92) What is the entire amount of non-fossil-fuel-based energy now in India?
A.154.32 GW.
B.157.32 GW.
C.156.32 GW.
D.158.32 GW.

Answer B
Explanation India hoped to install a power electric capacity of 392.01 GW. The entire amount of
non-fossil-fuel-based energy is 157.32 GW.

93) When did the minister of power and new and renewable energy,
announced the beginning of 'Automatic Generation Control (AGC).'?
A.January 3, 2022
B.January 4, 2022
C.January 5, 2022
D.January 6, 2022

Answer B
Explanation On January 4, 2022, Raj Kumar Singh, the minister of power and new and
renewable energy, announced the beginning of 'Automatic Generation Control (AGC).'

94) When did National Green Tribunal (NGT) asked the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) to create a comprehensive waste management plan for
discarded tires and recycling?
A.September 17, 2019.
B.September 18, 2019.
C.September 19, 2019.
D.September 20, 2019.
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Answer C
Explanation The National Green Tribunal (NGT) asked the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) to create a comprehensive waste management plan for discarded tires and recycling on
September 19, 2019.

95) In How Many languages did Guinness World Record get published?
A.22
B.24
C.23
D.21

Answer C
Explanation The book was published internationally the next year, and as of the 2022 edition, it
is in its 67th year of publication, with over 53,000 records in its database, and has been published
in 100 countries and 23 languages.

96) Who is the 102 member of International Solar Alliance?
A.Union of Comoros.
B.Antigua and Barbuda
C.Republic of Fiji.
D.Democratic Socialist Republic of Srilanka.

Answer B
Explanation Antigua and Barbuda became the 102nd member of the ISA.

97) How many member does United Nations Security Council (UNSC) have?
A.11
B.14
C.15
D.16

Answer C
Explanation India is now a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security Council
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(UNSC), which has 15 members.

98) When does National Youth Festival 2022 start?
A.11 January
B.16 January
C.12 January
D.17 January

Answer C
Explanation The 25th National Youth Festival will take place in Puducherry from January 12 to
16, 2022.

99) How long did it take Captain Harpreet Chandi Singh to Reach South Pole?
A.30 days
B.40 days
C.35 days
D.45 days

Answer B
Explanation 32-year-old Indian-origin British Army woman @polarpreet has made history by
completing her 700-mile unsupported trek to the South Pole in 40 days.

100) When was action plan for adopting Cheetah in India announced?
A.6 Jan
B.5 Jan
C.4 Jan
D.3 Jan

Answer B
Explanation The Union government announced an action plan for adopting Cheetah in India on
5 January.

101) When was National Tiger Conservation Authority established?
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A.2010
B.2005
C.2000
D.2001

Answer B
Explanation The Tiger Task Force, which was founded by the Prime Minister of India for the
management of Project Tiger and Tiger Reserves in India, recommended that NCTA be
established in December 2005.

102) Where is Khelo India Games 2023 happening?
A.Haryana
B.Gujarat
C.Delhi
D.Chennai

Answer A
Explanation The Khelo India Games were created to bring India's sports culture back to life. Due
to the COVID situation, the 2021 Khelo India Games have been postponed. It is now scheduled
to take place in Haryana in January 2022.

103) How much land has cabinet approved for the construction of an
international sports center?
A.5-acre plot
B.20-acre plot
C.40-acre plot
D.50-acre plot

Answer D
Explanation The cabinet also approved a 50-acre plot of land for the construction of an
international sports center.

104) When is Boric's government, slated to assume office?
A.1 March
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B.10 March
C.11 March
D.2 March

Answer C
Explanation Following that, a referendum must be held, which will be organized by Boric's
government, which is slated to assume office on 11 March.

105) When was Chile's constitutional assembly tasked of drafting a new
constitution?
A.January 2, 2022
B.January 3, 2022
C.January 4, 2022
D.January 5, 2022

Answer D
Explanation On January 5, 2022, Chile's constitutional assembly, which was tasked with drafting
a new constitution, chose a new president.

106) When will Koppal Toy Cluster start to operate?
A.May2022
B.March 2022
C.April 2022
D.June 2022.

Answer B
Explanation The first toy manufacturing cluster is the Koppal Toy cluster. It will begin
operations in March 2022.

107) How much land will the Koppal Toy Cluster built on?
A.400-acre plot of land
B.40-acre plot of land
C.4000-acre plot of land
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D.4-acre plot of land

Answer A
Explanation It will be built on a 400-acre plot of land.

108) How many national and state organizations is Multi-Agency Centre made
of?
A.22
B.25
C.27
D.28

Answer D
Explanation The Intelligence Bureau (IB) served as the center's nodal agency. MAC is made up
of over 28 national and state organizations.

109) How many locations connected to the MAC headquarters?
A.40
B.4
C.400
D.4000

Answer C
Explanation The Research and Analysis Wing (RAW), state police, and the armed forces are all
part of this. There are almost 400 locations connected to the MAC headquarters.

110) In how many nations is International Waterbird Census taken?
A.141
B.142
C.143
D.144

Answer C

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 3 - January 9, 2022)

Explanation The International Waterbird Census (IWC) includes the Asian Waterbird Census
(AWC). In 143 nations, the international census is undertaken.

111) Where will the 24th National E-Government Conference happen?
A.Ahemedabad
B.Hyderabad
C.Securdrabad
D.Telangana

Answer B
Explanation The conference will happen at Madhapur, Hyderabad, at the Hyderabad
International Convention Centre.

112) What is NSDC?
A.National Skill Development Corporation
B.National Skill Development Corporate
C.National Skills Development Corporation
D.National Skill Developing Corporation

Answer A
Explanation The National Skill Development Corporation organizes the India Skills competition
(NSDC).

113) What is the height of Uvariopsis dicaprio tree?
A.4 m
B.30m
C.40 m
D.3 m

Answer A
Explanation The Uvariopsis dicaprio tree stands at a height of four meters.

114) When was Open Rock Museum" in Hyderabad opened?
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A.January 6
B.January 5
C.January 4
D.January 7

Answer A
Explanation Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State for Science, Technology, and Earth
Sciences opened the first "Open Rock Museum" in Hyderabad on January 6, 2021.

115) When was National Water Award established?
A.2020
B.2008
C.2017
D.2018

Answer D
Explanation The Jal Shakti Ministry established the National Water Award in 2018 to honor and
motivate individuals and organizations who excel in the field of water resource management.In
total, 57 awards in 11 categories have been announced.

116) Where is Sea Dragon 2022 Exercise happening?
A.Guam
B.US
C.Canada
D.india

Answer A
Explanation In the Western Pacific, India and its Quadrilateral Security Dialogue partners,
Canada and South Korea are taking part in the multinational drill Sea Dragon 2022 at Guam.

117) How much money been approved under TOPS for training in Europe and
equipment procurement in advance of the major event in China?
A.Rs 17.46 lakh

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 3 - January 9, 2022)

B.Rs 17.4 lakh
C.Rs 17.6 lakh
D.Rs 17. lakh

Answer A
Explanation In addition, a number of Rs 17.46 lakh has been approved under TOPS for training
in Europe and equipment procurement in advance of the major event in China.

118) When did Shillong Chamber Choir performed for Barack Obama and
Michelle Obama?
A.2011
B.2010
C.2000
D.2001

Answer B
Explanation During former US President Barack Obama's and Michelle Obama's visit to India in
2010, SCC performed for them.
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