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BANKING & FINANCE
IBC Proposals By Corporate Affairs Ministry
The ministry of corporate affairs proposed "amendments to the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC)" on December 23, 2021.
Highlights:
This was done in order to speed up the rescue of distressed companies
that end up in bankruptcy tribunals.
The Ministry of Finance proposed ways to expedite the admission of
cases in tribunals to begin the bankruptcy process, as well as the
adoption of revival plans crafted by stakeholders.
The government also intends to hold a second round of public
consultations in order to finalize IBC amendments.
The government has proposed amending the IBC to include "a fixed
time period for the tribunal's rejection or approval" of a corporate
turnaround plan. The Ministry also recommends that tribunals accept
cases more quickly.
Insolvency And Bankruptcy Code, 2016
The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code of 2016 is one of the most
significant insolvency reforms in India's economic history.
This code was enacted to expedite the reorganization and insolvency
resolution of corporate persons, individuals, and partnership firms so
that the value of their assets can be maximized.
The IBC was created because there were several laws relating to
insolvency and bankruptcy in place prior to it. This resulted in
insufficient and ineffective results as well as unnecessary delays.
The Bankruptcy Law Reform Committee was forced to draft and
introduce the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Law bill due to timeconsuming procedures, ineffective implementation, and a conflict in one
of these laws.
Objectives
Existing insolvency laws will be consolidated and amended.
Insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings will be simplified and
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expedited.
To safeguard the interests of a company's creditors.
To resurrect the business in a timely manner.
To encourage people to start businesses.
To establish the "Indian Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board."

Tokenisation RBI: Extended Till June 2022
RBI has extended the deadline for card tokenization until June 2022.
Highlights:
The card-on-file (CoF) tokenization deadline has been extended by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) by six months, to June 30, 2022.
Previously, the deadline was set for December 31, 2021.
RBI issued guidelines for the regulation of payment aggregators and
payment gateways in March 2020, prohibiting payment aggregators and
merchants from storing customer card credentials in their database or server
after June 30, 2021.
The RBI expanded the scope of tokenization from device-based to CoF
tokenization services in September 2021, prohibiting merchants from storing
actual card data during online transactions.
The deadline for card tokenization has been set for January 1, 2022, by the
RBI.

BRICS Bank: New Member
The BRICS New Development Bank (NDB) announced Egypt as a new member on
29 December.
Highlights:
Following Bangladesh, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and Uruguay,
Egypt is the fourth new member admitted to the NDB.
The addition of Egypt has increased the BRICS Bank's global reach. The
NDB will provide Egypt with a new platform for fostering infrastructure and
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sustainable development cooperation with the BRICS countries.
Egypt will also benefit from the NDB's assistance in interacting with other
emerging economies and developing countries.
New Development Bank:
The Multilateral Development Bank (NDB) is a multilateral development
bank. In 2014, at the 6th BRICS Summit in Fortaleza, Brazil, it was jointly
funded by the BRICS countries.
It was, however, formally opened in July of 2015.
The bank was established to support infrastructure and sustainable
development efforts in the BRICS grouping, as well as other underserved
and emerging economies, in order to achieve faster growth through cuttingedge technology and innovation.
The company's headquarters are in Shanghai, China.
In 2018, the NDB was granted observer status by the United Nations
General Assembly.
As a result, a solid foundation for active and fruitful cooperation with the
UN was laid.
NDB supports public and private projects through loans, equity
participation, guarantees, loans, and financial instruments in order to achieve
its goals.
Since its inception, the NDB has approved approximately 80 projects for its
members, with a total portfolio value of USD 30 billion.
Clean energy, water and sanitation, transportation, social infrastructure,
digital infrastructure, and urban development are all covered by the projects.

RBI Financial Stability Report (FSR)
On December 29, 2021, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released its Financial
Stability Report.
Highlights:
Stress tests revealed that banks' gross non-performing assets (GNPAs) are
likely to rise from 6.9% in September 2021 to 8.1 percent in September 2022
under the baseline scenario, according to the report.
It is likely to rise to 9.5 percent in a severe stress scenario for the same time
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period.
Even under stress conditions, scheduled commercial banks have sufficient
capital, according to the report, both at the aggregate and individual levels.
The report also highlights the Financial Stability & Development Council's
(FSDC) Sub-(Sub-Committee) Committee's collective assessment of
financial system risks and resilience.
It states that progress in domestic vaccination has allowed the recovery to
regain traction following the debilitating second wave of the Covid-19
pandemic.
More recently, however, there have been signs of a slowing of the pace. The
corporate sector is strengthening, and bank credit growth is improving as
well.
The Reserve Bank of India publishes the Financial Stability Report (FSR)
every two years.
It reflects the Financial Stability and Development Council's (FSDC) Subcollective Committee's assessment of financial stability risks. It also
discusses issues concerning the financial sector's development and
regulation.
Capital To Risk-Weighted Assets Ratio
Scheduled commercial banks (SCBs) have increased their capital to riskweighted assets ratio (CRAR) to a new high of 16.6%.
In September 2021, however, the provisioning coverage ratio (PCR) was at
68.1 percent.

D-SIIs for 2021-22
The state-owned LIC, GIC, and New India Assurance Co. were identified by the
Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) on 30
December.
Highlights
D-SIIs are insurers of such size, market importance, and domestically and
globally interconnectedness that their failure or distress will cause
significant financial system disruption in their home country.
D-SIIs is seen as insurance companies that are "too big or too important to
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fail" (TBTF).
This perception and expectation of government assistance may weaken
market discipline, increase risk-taking, create competitive distortions, and
increase the risk of future distress.
As a result, the continued operation of D-SIIs is required to ensure the
continuous availability of insurance services for the national economy.
IRDAI identifies D-SIIs on an annual basis and makes the names of such
insurers public. Insurers in the public sector are required to improve their
corporate governance.
They have the responsibility of identifying all relevant risks and promoting a
sound risk management culture. They are subject to the IRDAI's enhanced
regulatory oversight.
Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India
IRDAI is a regulatory body, working under the jurisdiction of the Ministry
of Finance. It is tasked to regulate and license the insurance and re-insurance
industries across India.
The body was constituted in accordance with the Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority Act, 1999.
Its headquarter moved from Delhi to Hyderabad, Telangana in 2001. IRDAI
has 10-members, including the chairman, 5 full-time and 4 part-time
members appointed by the Central government.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Indian GDP Growth ICRA Forecast
ICRA, a rating agency, recently revised its estimate of India's GDP growth.
Highlights:
According to ICRA, there was a 7.9% increase in the second quarter of the
fiscal year 2021-22.
The second-quarter GDP growth estimate was upgraded due to an increase
in government spending in September.
The real GDP growth rate for July-September was 7.7%, according to an
earlier estimate.
Because of a low base, India's GDP increased by more than 20% in the first
quarter as the first wave of the covid-19 pandemic raged.
According to the agency, growth in the industry, services, and agriculture,
and forestry and fishing for the same quarter was 8.5 percent, 7.9 percent,
and 3 percent, respectively.
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has forecasted a 9.5 percent growth rate
for the full fiscal year 2021-22.
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INTERNATIONAL
India Aids Mozambique
The Indian Naval Ship (INS) Kesari arrived in Maputo, Mozambique, on December
25 with 500 tonnes of food aid as part of the SAGAR Mission.
Highlights:
500 tonnes of food aid were sent to Mozambique to aid the government's
efforts to combat the ongoing drought and the covid-19 pandemic.
India is also committed to assisting Mozambique's Armed Forces in their
capacity-building efforts.
INS Kesari also carried two Fast Interceptor Craft and self-defense
equipment, which will be handed over to the Mozambican Armed Forces.
In accordance with Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision of SAGAR, aid
was extended to Mozambique for the eighth time.
It is being carried out in collaboration with the Ministry of External Affairs
as well as other organizations.
These deployments were made in support of India's extended maritime
neighborhood. It also emphasizes the importance that India places on these
special ties.
SAGAR
In 2015, the SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) Mission
was established. India's strategic vision for the Indian Ocean Region is
embodied in this mission (IOR).
India hopes to strengthen economic and security cooperation with its
maritime neighbors as well as assist in the development of its maritime
capabilities through this mission.
India also wants to protect its national interests by ensuring that the IOR is
inclusive and collaborative in accordance with international law.
When viewed in conjunction with other Indian policies such as Project
Sagarmala, Project Mausam, and the Act East Policy, Mission SAGAR is
significant.

Maldives: India Out Campaign
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An 'India Out' campaign has sprung up in the Maldives since President Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih was elected to office.
Highlights:
For the past three years, the campaign has primarily surfaced on social
media.
It is led by critics of the government. The government of the Maldives is
accused by critics of "allowing Indian boots on the ground." It includes the
island nation's sovereignty.
The ruling administration, on the other hand, has denied any Indian military
presence in the Maldives, as well as any threat to the country's sovereignty.
The campaign gained traction recently when former President Abdulla
Yameen took the lead after the Supreme Court overturned his conviction in a
money-laundering case in November 2021.
Following the success of Operation Cactus, both countries' relations have
significantly improved.
India has helped develop infrastructure, telecommunications, health, and
labor resources through economic aid and participation in bilateral
programs.
India also built the Indira Gandhi Memorial Hospital.

CEBRs Indian Economy Prediction
According to the Centre for Economics and Business Research (CEBR), India will
reclaim sixth place from France in 2022 and move up to third place in 2031.
Highlights:
India was predicted to become the third-largest economy in the world by
2030.
China will overtake the United States in 2030, according to the CEBR's
annual World Economic League Table.
According to the report, India's ranking in the World Economic League
Table will improve over the next 15 years (WELT).
It will rise from seventh place in 2021 to third place in 2031. India will
overtake France to reclaim 6th place in the WELT rankings in 2022, which it
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lost to France for a brief period in 2021.
In 2023, India will take the place of the United Kingdom. In terms of
economic output, Germany will surpass Japan in 2033.
By 2036, Russia could be a Top 10 economy. Indonesia appears to be on
track to finish ninth in 2034.
Centre for Business and Economic Research (CBER)
Bureau of Business Research was the previous name for CBER. It is a
research center for economic policy and forecasting.
The center's headquarters are in the United States. Health care, regional
economies, public finance, energy sector studies, and transportation are all
topics covered by CBER research.

Somalian PM Mohamed Hussein Roble Suspended
Mohamed Hussein Roble, Somalia's prime minister, has been suspended.
Highlights:
The Prime Minister has been suspended by President Mohamed Abdullahi
Farmajo, who is accused of involvement in land theft.
Mohamed Roble accused the President of attempting a coup and declared
that he would stay in office.
He urged the security forces to follow his orders instead of Mr. Farmajo's.
Farmajo's term officially ended in February, but it was extended due to
disagreements over how to elect a new president.
Since the overthrow of long-serving ruler Siad Barre in 1991, Somalia has
lacked an effective central government.
Disputes between rival politicians and clans plague the country. It is also
fighting an al-Qaeda-affiliated insurgency known as al-Shabab.
Somalia's capital is Mogadishu, and the Somali shilling is the country's
currency.

Meat Alternatives With 3D Printing
SavorEat, an Israeli food tech company, launched a plant-based burger system that
is personalized for each customer on 28 December.
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Highlights:
One of the first companies to use 3D printing technology on cooked food is
SavorEat.
Vegan burgers from companies like Impossible Foods and Beyond Meat are
usually frozen and cooked later on a grill.
The SavorEat technology, on the other hand, is created on-site using a selfcontained 3D printer with three cartridges containing oils and other
ingredients.
Customers can also choose how much fat and protein they want in each
burger using this technology.
The cooking time for the burger is approximately six minutes.
The protein in these burgers comes from a combination of potato, chickpea,
and pea.
Burgers will be served at a local burger chain in the beginning.
SavorEat is primarily supported by Israeli institutions.
The Tel Aviv-listed stocks increased by 11% on 28 December.

Worlds Longest Metro Line In Shanghai
In China's Shanghai Province, the world's longest metro line was inaugurated on 31
December.
Highlights:
Shanghai maintains its position as the world's largest metro network with
this inauguration. Line 14 and Phase One of Line 18 are the two new metro
lines that the city has opened.
The total length of Shanghai's metro network has now reached 831
kilometers. It maintains its position as the world's longest network.
With the addition of two new lines, Shanghai now has a total of five fully
automatic metro lines with a total operating length of 167 kilometers.
In Shanghai, there are now 20 metro lines and 508 stations. 83 of the 508
stations are transfer stations.
Shanghai is one of China's four municipalities with direct administration. It
is situated on the Yangtze River's southern estuary.
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It is also crossed by the Huangpu River. The city is not only China's most
populous urban area but also the world's most populous city.
It is the only city in East Asia with a GDP that exceeds that of its capital.
The New Development Bank's headquarters are in Shanghai.
Every year, around 70 foreign representatives as well as numerous national
and international events, such as Shanghai Fashion Week, ChinaJoy, and the
Chinese Grand Prix, are hosted in the city.

Worlds Longest Metro Line In Shanghai
In China's Shanghai Province, the world's longest metro line was inaugurated on 31
December.
Highlights:
Shanghai maintains its position as the world's largest metro network with
this inauguration. Line 14 and Phase One of Line 18 are the two new metro
lines that the city has opened.
The total length of Shanghai's metro network has now reached 831
kilometers. It maintains its position as the world's longest network.
With the addition of two new lines, Shanghai now has a total of five fully
automatic metro lines with a total operating length of 167 kilometers.
In Shanghai, there are now 20 metro lines and 508 stations. 83 of the 508
stations are transfer stations.
Shanghai is one of China's four municipalities with direct administration. It
is situated on the Yangtze River's southern estuary.
It is also crossed by the Huangpu River. The city is not only China's most
populous urban area but also the world's most populous city.
It is the only city in East Asia with a GDP that exceeds that of its capital.
The New Development Bank's headquarters are in Shanghai.
Every year, around 70 foreign representatives as well as numerous national
and international events, such as Shanghai Fashion Week, ChinaJoy, and the
Chinese Grand Prix, are hosted in the city.

New Space Launch By Iran
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On December 30, 2021, Iran launched a rocket into space with a satellite carrier
carrying three devices.
Highlights:
It's unclear when this launch took place or what devices the carrier launched
into space.
However, a spokesman for the Defense Ministry identified the rocket as
"Simorgh, or Phoenix," which launched the three devices into space at a
distance of 470 kilometers.
The status of the objects is unknown, implying that the rocket failed to place
its payload into the proper orbit.
Iran broadcast footage of the explosion against the backdrop of talks in
Vienna aimed at reviving Iran's shattered nuclear deal with world powers.
The eighth round of negotiations was recently completed. In recent years,
Iran's civil space program has suffered a series of setbacks, including fatal
fires and a launchpad rocket explosion.
Iran has launched several short-lived satellites into orbit over the years. In
2013, it launched a monkey into space.
Iranian Space Agency
The Iranian Space Agency (ISA) is the country's space agency. In 2009, the
country achieved orbital launch capability.
It is one of the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space's 24 founding members (COPUOS). On December 13, 1958,
COPUOS was founded.
ISA was established in February 2004 under the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology, in accordance with Article 9
of the Law for Tasks and Authorizations.
The AUT-SAT microsatellite, developed by Amirkabir University of
Technology students, was launched onboard the Simorgh rocket in January
2019. It was unable to reach orbit.
Iran successfully launched its communication satellite Zafar 1 onboard the
Simorgh rocket from the Imam Khomeini Space Center in February 2020.
Iran successfully launched "Noor," a military satellite, into orbit in April
2020.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
India Ready For Vaccination Of Children Above 15
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced on December 25, 2021, that children
aged 15 to 18 years will receive covid-19 vaccination beginning 3 January.
Highlights:
For healthcare and frontline workers, he also announced a 'precautionary' or
third dose. The third and final dose will be given on January 10.
From January 10, people over 60 years old with comorbidities will be
eligible for a 'precaution' dose if their doctors recommend it.
According to the Prime Minister, India will soon have the world's first nasal
vaccine as well as the world's first DNA vaccine.
With the Omicron variant of Covid-19 causing widespread infection around
the world, the decision to vaccinate 1518-year-old children is significant
because it will strengthen India's fight against COVID-19 while also
benefiting students in schools and colleges.
India currently has 18 lakh isolation beds, 1.4 lakh intensive care units
(ICUs), 5 lakh oxygen-supported beds, and 90,000 children's special beds.
More than 3,000 PSA Oxygen plants are operational in India.
States have received approximately 4 lakh cylinders. In India, 141 crore
doses of vaccination have been administered.
As a result, the first dose of vaccine has been administered to more than 90%
of the eligible population.
The adult population has been fully vaccinated in 61% of cases. Some states
have successfully vaccinated their entire eligible population.
Omicron Cases
The number of Omicron cases in India has risen by more than 100 in the last
24 hours. On December 27, the number of Omicron cases increased from
422 to 578.
According to data, Omicron has spread across 19 Indian states and union
territories.
Delhi has surpassed Maharashtra as the state with the most cases. In Delhi,
142 cases were reported, while in Maharashtra, 141 cases were reported.
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Trincomalee Oil Tank Farm Deal
Sri Lanka and India are set to sign a long-awaited agreement to jointly develop the
'Trincomalee oil tank farm.'
Highlights:
The Trincomalee oil tank farm deal is a much-desired project that has been
contentious for a long time.
This project has been in the works for 16 months between India and Sri
Lanka.
Sri Lanka's Energy Minister, Udaya Gammanpila, has directed the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation (CPC) to establish a subsidiary called Trinco
Petroleum Terminal Ltd for this purpose.
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa has given his approval for the establishment
of a special purpose vehicle.
Trincomalee Oil Tank Farm:
During World War II, the British built the "Trincomalee Oil Tank Farms" to
serve as a refueling station. It was constructed next to the Trincomalee port,
which boasts a beautiful natural harbor.
The century-old oil tanks, on the other hand, will need to be refurbished to
be fit for use again, which will cost millions of dollars.
The proposal to renovate the oil farm was included in the Indo-Lanka
agreement 35 years ago.
'China Bay' is home to the Trincomalee Oil Tank Farm. It consists of 99
storage tanks, each with a capacity of 12,000 kilolitres, located throughout
Lower and Upper Tank Farms.
Lanka IOC currently operates 15 tanks. For the remaining tanks, a new
agreement is being negotiated.
The Upper Tank Farm will be developed in collaboration with the Indian Oil
Corporation and the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

CM Dashboard Tamil Nadu 360
In Chennai, the Tamil Nadu government unveiled the "CM Dashboard Tamil Nadu
360," a monitoring system for the Chief Minister (CM).
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Highlights
It will allow CM to keep track of all welfare schemes, including their
implementation status, fund allocation, and a number of beneficiaries, as
well as information on water storage in dams and rainfall patterns.
This dashboard will provide real-time information on all State government
departments, storage levels of key reservoirs, rainfall patterns.
It also has a price mesh that monitors price stability across 25 foodgrains,
vegetables, and fruits, as well as projections on potential price increases,
allowing for government intervention.
Aside from that, the first set of dashboards will include information on
current employment trends, civil supplies, and the Chief Minister's Helpline.
The dashboard also includes the status of CM in Your Constituency
petitions, health-related information, daily police reports of major crimes in
the State with reference to districts that require attention, housing progress
for the urban and rural poor, and progress of water supply schemes,
particularly tap connections to all households.

Delhi Govts Color-Coded Action Plan For COVID
Because the Covid-19 positivity rate in Delhi is increasing, the Graded Response
Action Plan is likely to be implemented.
Highlights:
The positivity rate was 0.55 percent on December 26, 2021.
The level of restrictions in markets, offices, industries, and public
transportation will be determined by the Covid-19 test positivity rate, new
active cases, and the occupancy of oxygen beds in hospitals under the colorcoded action plan.
In August 2021, the color-coded action plan was announced.
The plan's restrictions are divided into four categories: Yellow, Amber,
Orange, and Red alerts.
The lowest level of alert is Yellow, and the highest level is Red. The city of
Delhi will be put on lockdown as a result of the red alert.
When the city is under Red Alert, people entering from other states will be
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required to produce a full vaccination certificate or a negative RT-PCR
report that is no more than three days old.
Graded Response Action Plan
The restrictions will be based on three parameters,
Positivity rate
Cumulative active cases and
Occupancy of oxygen beds in hospitals.
Colour-Code
When the positivity rate exceeds 0.5 percent for two days in a row, or when
the cumulative new positive cases exceed 1,500 in a week, or when the
average occupancy of oxygen beds in hospitals exceeds 500 in a week, a
yellow alert will be issued.
Public parks, gardens, industrial establishments, and construction activities,
as well as barbershops, saloons, e-commerce, and beauty parlors, will be
permitted, while other activities will be restricted.
This alert will be sent out if the test positivity rate remains above 1% for two
days in a row, or if there are 3,500 new cases in a week, or if the average
oxygen bed occupancy remains above 700 in a week.
When the positivity rate exceeds 2% for two days in a row, an orange alert
will be activated. Stricter restrictions will take effect as a result of this alert.
When the positivity rate exceeds 5% for two days in a row, or when there
are 16,000 new cases in a week, the red alert will be activated.

Renukaji Dam Project
Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation for the Renukaji Dam Project in
Himachal Pradesh on 27 December.
Highlights:
On the Giri river in Sirmaur district, it's a Rs 6,700-crore project.
Once completed, the project is expected to generate 200 million units of
energy in a surface powerhouse with a 40 MW installed capacity.
The dam's storage capacity will be 498 million cubic meters. It will provide
approximately 40% of Delhi's drinking water needs.
In Himachal Pradesh, the Prime Minister will also lay the foundation for
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development projects worth Rs 11,281 crore.
He will also preside over the Himachal Pradesh Global Investors' Meet's
second ground-breaking ceremony.
With the development of projects worth around Rs 28,000 crore, the Global
Investors' Meet is expected to boost investments in the region.
Renuka Dam Project
The dam's construction has been on hold for the past three decades.
It will finally take shape after six states, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi, Rajasthan, and Uttarakhand, work together.
On the Giri River, the Renuka dam project was conceived as a storage
project. The Giri River is a Yamuna tributary.
The project is being developed in the Himachal Pradesh district of Sirmaur.
It calls for the construction of a 148-meter-high dam to supply water to
Delhi and other basin states.
The dam will also generate 40 MW of electricity. The central government
will cover 90% of the cost of the irrigation or drinking water component,
while the rest of the basin states will cover 10%.

Fourth Health Index Released By NITI Aayog
The NITI Aayog released its fourth Health Index on 27 December.
Highlights:
The 2019-20 reference year was used in the fourth round of the Index.
This report was written by NITI Aayog in collaboration with the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare, with technical assistance from the World Bank.
Kerala has emerged as the top performer among larger states in terms of
overall health performance, according to the NITI Aayog's health index.
Uttar Pradesh, on the other hand, has been ranked last.
In terms of incremental performance, however, Uttar Pradesh came out on
top because it had the largest incremental change in the reference year
2019-20 compared to the base year 2018-19.
On health-related parameters, Tamil Nadu came in second place, while
Telangana came in third.
Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra are among the top five states.
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Bihar is the second-worst performer in terms of health, while Madhya
Pradesh is the third-worst performer.
Mizoram emerged as the best performer in the smaller states category, both
in terms of overall and incremental performance.
In terms of overall performance, Delhi and Jammu & Kashmir are among
the worst-performing Union Territories. However, when it came to
incremental performance, they came out on top.
Kerala has been named the best state in terms of health performance for the
fourth time.
In terms of overall performance, Kerala and Tamil Nadu were the top two
performers with the highest reference year (2019-20) index scores. However,
in terms of incremental performance, they are ranked 12th and 8th,
respectively.
Telangana came in third place both in terms of overall performance and
incremental performance.
In terms of overall and incremental performance, Rajasthan was the worst
performer.
Mizoram and Tripura, two smaller states, had strong overall results. They
also demonstrated incremental improvements in performance.

Kanpur Metro Rail
On December 28, 2021, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Kanpur to
inaugurate the completed section of the Kanpur Metro Rail Project.
Highlights:
The "Bina-Panki multi-product pipeline project" will also be inaugurated by
the Prime Minister. Later, he will speak at IIT-54th Kanpur's convocation
ceremony.
On February 28, 2019, the central government approved the Kanpur Metro
Project, which has a budget of more than Rs 11,000 crores and a five-year
timeline.
A 650 million loan from the European Investment Bank (EIB) has also been
proposed for this project.
The Bina-Panki project, which spans 356 kilometers, has a capacity of 3.45
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million metric tonnes per year.
The project stretches from Madhya Pradesh's Bina refinery to Kanpur's
Panki. It was constructed at a cost of over Rs 1,500 crore. The refinery will
aid in the region's access to petroleum products.
Kanpur Metro Rail project
Kanpur Metro is a rail-based public transportation system in Kanpur. It is
currently being built for the city of Kanpur.
The project can be expanded to cover the entire Kanpur metropolitan area.
RITES completed a feasibility study for this project in June 2015.
The metro will run for 32 kilometers as part of the project. It will cost Rs
11000 crore to construct.
The red line's construction began on November 15, 2019, with a 9-kilometer
stretch from IIT Kanpur to Moti Jheel.
AFCONS Infrastructure Ltd was awarded the contract. The project's first
phase will open in January 2022.

Indias First ABDM Integrated Health Locker
Docprime Technology has launched India's first health locker, which is connected
to the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM).
Highlights:
ABDM was established in August 2020 with the goal of creating a
countrywide digital health infrastructure.
The ABDM integrated Health Locker will offer users a free digital and selfcontained health data management system. It will electronically store and
manage health records.
On the ABDM integrated Health Locker, users can create digital Health IDs
for themselves and their family members.
For activating their ABDM integrated Health Locker, Health Locker
received ABDM Sandbox approval.
The ABDM integrated Health Locker also allows users to retrieve and store
their Cowin vaccination certificates.
The health locker was initially only available in a few Union Territories, but
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced its national rollout on August 27.
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Docprime Health Locker received ABDM Sandbox approval and became
India's first ABDM integrated Health Locker on August 6.

New COVID Vaccines And Pill Approved By India
On December 28, 2021, India approved two more covid vaccines and one pill.
Highlights:
The Corbevax and Covovax vaccines were approved by the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organization (CDSCO).
Molnupiravir, an antiviral drug, was also approved. It should only be used in
an emergency.]
In India, the number of approved covid-19 vaccines for emergency use has
increased to eight.
In India, the Corbevax covid-19 vaccine is the first RBD protein sub-unit
vaccine developed in-house. Biological-E, a company based in Hyderabad,
created it.
Covovax is a nanoparticle vaccine that will be produced by the Serum
Institute of India in Pune.
Molnupiravir is a type of antiviral medication. It will be manufactured in
India by 13 companies for limited use in the event of an emergency.
It will be used to treat adult covid-19 patients who are at a high risk of
disease progression.
Approved Covid Vaccines
Serum Institute's Covishield
Bharat Biotech's Covaxin
Zydus Cadila's ZyCoV-D
Russia's Sputnik V
US-made Moderna and
US-made Johnson and Johnson

Flex-Fuel Vehicles and Flex-Fuel Strong Hybrid Guidelines
Guidelines for Flex-Fuel Vehicles and Flex-Fuel Strong Hybrid Electric Vehicles
were released by the Union Ministry of Road Transport and Highways.
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Highlights:
Automatic manufacturers in India have been instructed to begin producing
Flex Fuel Vehicles (FFV) and Flex Fuel Strong Hybrid Electric Vehicles in
accordance with guidelines (FFV-SHEVs).
This will help India replace its petroleum imports as a fuel source while also
providing direct benefits to farmers.
Automobile manufacturers have been advised to begin producing such
vehicles in a timely manner in accordance with BS-6 Norms within six
months.
In line with the government's policy of promoting ethanol as a transportation
fuel, Flex Fuel Vehicles can run on a combination of 100 percent petrol or
100 percent bio-ethanol, as well as their blend.
FFV-SHEVs are equipped with powerful Hybrid Electric technology.
As a result of this move, India will be able to significantly reduce
greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles, allowing it to meet its commitment
made at COP26 to reduce carbon emissions by one billion tonnes by 2030.

First State To Have 100% First Dose Vaccinations - Telangana
Telangana has become the first state in India to complete 100 percent of the first
dose of Covid-19 vaccination.
Highlights:
Telangana has given out the first doses of vaccination for 2.77 crore citizens
with the help of health workers, including the ASHA workers and ANMs to
doctors.
In terms of the first dose, the state is 9% ahead of the national average, while
in terms of the second dose, it is 3% ahead of the national average.
Vaccination for children aged 15 to 18 will begin on January 3, 2022. It will
be carried out in dual-mode mode.
Children in municipal corporation areas can use CoWIN to register for
vaccination.
They can choose slots in any vaccination center that are convenient for them.
In other areas, walk-in vaccinations will be permitted at government vaccine
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clinics.
The state has identified 22.78 lakh children who are eligible.
41.6 lakh senior citizens in the state with comorbidities are eligible for a
booster dose.
In addition, 6.34 lakh frontline workers, including high-risk groups such as
police, sanitation workers, health professionals, and journalists, will receive
a booster dose.

India: 27 Border Infrastructure Projects Launched
Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated 24 bridges and three roads
Virtually on 28 December.
Highlights:
These have been constructed by Border Roads Organisation (BRO), across
four States and two Union Territories in India.
The Defence Minister praised BRO for completing these projects despite the
difficulties of working at high altitudes and in sub-zero temperatures.
Under the 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' celebrations, the Minister also
announced the establishment of 'BRO Cafes' in 75 locations.
These roads and bridges were built with the goal of allowing troops to move
quickly across India's borders with China and Pakistan.
These projects will also boost tourism and ensure socio-economic
development in the region.
The Defence Minister praised BRO for completing these projects despite the
difficulties of working at high altitudes and in sub-zero temperatures.
Under the 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' celebrations, the Minister also
announced the establishment of 'BRO Cafes' in 75 locations.
These roads and bridges were built with the goal of allowing troops to move
quickly across India's borders with China and Pakistan.
These projects will also boost tourism and ensure socio-economic
development in the region.
Double-Lane Modular Bridge
The most significant of the newly inaugurated bridges was India's first
indigenous Class 70 140-foot Double-Lane Modular Bridge.
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It was constructed at Flag Hill Dokala in Sikkim, at an elevation of 11,000
feet.
The opening of the Chisumle-Demchok road at the over 19,000-foot Umling
La Pass in Ladakh is also significant.
The road is the world's highest motorable road, according to the Guinness
World Records. This road will serve as a detour between Leh and
Demchock.
With the opening of the Flag Hill-Doklam Road, Indian troops will be able
to reach the Doklam plateau in less time.

Haryana Kaushal Rozgar Nigam Web-portal Launched By Haryana CM
Manohar Lal Khattar, Haryana's Chief Minister, has launched the 'Haryana Kaushal
Rozgar Nigam portal'
Highlights:
He also announced plans to build the Atal Park & Smriti Kendra in
Gurugram.
The CM also recognized 78 officers and employees for providing
outstanding service in a variety of fields.
He also released the official calendar for 2022 and a magazine called
"Vyavastha Parivartan Se Susashan."
All of the public's problems are now easily solved thanks to CM Window.
Over 8.5 lakh issues have been resolved so far.
In cases involving the Revenue Department, the government has abolished
the practice of remand.
In this case, you can only make two appeals. Apart from that, a system-wide
run has been implemented to speed up file processing.
Contractual recruitment in government departments has been abolished by
the government.

WADA Accreditation Provided For National Dope Testing Laboratory
The accreditation of the National Dope Testing Laboratory (NDTL) in accordance
with the International Standard for Laboratories (ISL) has been restored by the
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World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA), which had been suspended since August
2019.
Highlights
Anti-Doping testing and activities at the NDTL will resume immediately as
a result of this.
In order to strengthen its research and anti-doping efforts, NDTL has
collaborated with other WADA accredited laboratories.
India is currently ranked third on the World Anti-Doping Agency's (WADA)
global list of dope violators, trailing only Russia.
The NDTL's suspension barred it from engaging in any anti-doping
activities, including all urine and blood sample analyses.
Because of the high cost of sending samples abroad, the anti-doping
program had become prohibitively expensive for the country.
World Anti-Doping Agency President is Craig Reedie and Founder is Dick
Pound.
The World Anti-Doping Agency Founded on 10 November 1999 and is
headquartered in Montreal, Canada.

Compendium Of Innovations Released By AIM
On December 29, 2021, the NITI Aayog's Atal Innovation Mission released a
compendium of innovations.
Highlights:
The compendium focuses on agriculture, with 70 start-ups featured, as well
as a collection of 41 technological innovations.
Both books are a celebration of India's young innovators' successes.
'Innovations for You' is a compilation of agricultural innovations featuring
70 start-ups. AIM's Atal Incubation Centers (AICs) help these businesses get
off the ground.
The Ingenious Tinkerer is a collection of "technological innovations." It
includes 41 inventions from India's Atal Tinkering Lab (ATL).
Atal Innovation Mission
AIM is the Government of India's flagship initiative, launched to promote a
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culture of innovation and entrepreneurship across the country.
The NITI Aayog established AIM. It was established with the goal of
creating new programs and policies to promote innovation in various sectors
of the economy.
It also aims to provide different stakeholders with a platform and
collaboration opportunities. This mission was instrumental in moving India
up the Global Innovation Index from 81st place in 2015 to 48th place in
2020.
Atal Tinkering Lab
Under the Atal Innovation Missions, ATLs are being established in schools
across India with the goal of "cultivating one million children in India as
Neoteric Innovators."
These labs aim to foster young minds' curiosity, creativity, and imagination
while also instilling skills such as computational thinking, adaptive learning,
and physical computing.

TN: New Policy for Women 2021
On December 29, 2021, the state of Tamil Nadu released its "New Policy for
Women 2021." This policy will be in effect for at least the next five years.
Highlights:
All modes of transportation will be made more women-friendly under the
new policy.
In buses, the first half of the seats will be reserved for female passengers.
Only women will use the front exit or entrance.
In all cases of abuse, the draught policy calls for the establishment of a
"victim support" system.
It also prioritizes rehabilitation and identity protection in the first instance,
without delay, to prevent women from feeling abandoned.
To encourage women's participation, the Tamil Nadu government will
provide free or subsidized coaching classes for exams such as JEE, UPSC,
CAT, and TNPSC, as well as higher management and technical courses.
On education loans to female students pursuing higher education, at least a
3% interest subsidy will be provided.
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Provisions
Girls in high school and college can now participate in martial arts training
as part of a new policy.
Under MGNREGS, all single-headed households and women-headed
households will receive an additional 50 person-days.
In registered parties, women will have a 33.3 percent representation.
The state will focus more on getting all children back into school, especially
those from low-income families, and special focus groups like girls and
children from SC-ST communities.
The Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya's scope will be expanded,
specifically in educationally backward areas, to include adolescent girls aged
13 to 19.
This move will assist them in finishing their schooling. The policy also aims
to support at least 1,000 female student researchers from underrepresented
groups each year, with a focus on STEM fields.

Nagaland Declared AFSPA Extension
Under the AFSPA Act, the central government declared all of Nagaland a
"disturbed area" for another six months on 30 December.
Highlights:
Beginning December 30, 2021, this declaration will be in effect.
The state's situation has also been described as "disturbed and dangerous" by
the government.
This decision came just days after the central government formed a highlevel committee to investigate the possibility of removing the controversial
Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act from Nagaland.
For decades, AFSPA has operated in Nagaland. The central government
believes that the entire state of Nagaland is in such a chaotic and dangerous
state that the use of armed forces to assist the civil power is necessary.
The central government used Section 3 of the Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act, 1958 to declare the entire state of Nagaland a "disturbed area."
A disturbed area is one where "the use of armed forces in aid of civil power
is required." Section 3 of the AFSPA allows any area to be designated as a
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disturbed area.
Panel's Recommendation
This decision was made in response to a panel's recommendation to look
into the possibility of withdrawing the AFSPA.
Piyush Goyal, additional secretary in the Home Ministry, issued the
notification to extend AFSPA. He has also been appointed as the panel's
member secretary.
Vivek Joshi, a secretary-level officer, is in charge of the Panel. A panel was
formed to defuse the rising tensions in Nagaland as a result of the deaths of
14 civilians.
The Armed Forces Special Powers Act of 1958 empowers the military to
keep the peace in "disturbed areas."
Armed forces are authorized to use force or even open fire after warning a
person who is found to be breaking the law under this act.

Tiger Deaths 2021 In India
According to the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA), around 126
tigers died in India in 2021.
Highlights:
A tiger was recently discovered dead in Chhindwara, Madhya Pradesh,
bringing the total number of tigers killed in MP to 44 in 2021.
The cause of Tiger's death in Madhya Pradesh is being investigated by the
National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA).
A tigress died in the Dindori area of Madhya Pradesh earlier this year,
allegedly as a result of poisoning.
Madhya Pradesh is the state with the most tiger deaths (44), followed by
Maharashtra (26) and Karnataka (14).
The tiger is classified as "endangered" on the Red List of the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
The global wild tiger population was estimated to be somewhere between
3,062 and 3,948 mature individuals in 2015.
The majority of the population lives in small, isolated communities. India
currently has the world's largest tiger population.
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National Tiger Conservation Authority
The Tiger Task Force recommended that the NTCA be established in
December 2005.
It was established by India's Prime Minister to oversee Project Tiger and a
number of Tiger Reserves across the country.
In April 1973, Project Tiger, a tiger conservation program, was launched.
It was established with the goal of ensuring the survival of the Bengal tiger
population in its natural habitats, preserving biologically significant areas,
and protecting the tiger from extinction.

India Semiconductor Mission
On December 29, 2021, Information Technology Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
launched the India Semiconductor Mission.
Highlights:
Interested companies will be able to apply for the scheme beginning January
1, 2022, if they want to take advantage of the Rs 76,000-crore incentives set
aside by the central government for developing semiconductors and
demonstrating India's manufacturing ecosystem.
In order to receive applications for the scheme, a portal has been created.
The India Semiconductor Mission is a government-led initiative to develop
semiconductors in India (ISM)
Digital India Corporation's ISM is a specialized and self-contained business
division.
The mission's goal is to create a thriving semiconductor and display
ecosystem so that India can become a global leader in electronics
manufacturing and design.
It has the authority to negotiate with applicants for the semiconductor and
display fab schemes.
It also has the authority to choose the appropriate technology mix, node
generation, applications, and capacity, among other things.
The program was created in order to attract large investments in the
production of AMOLED-based display panels or TFT LCDs.
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology announced this
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scheme on December 21, 2021.

Bina (MP)-Panki (UP) Multiproduct Pipeline Project
The Bina (MP)-Panki (UP) Multiproduct Pipeline Project was inaugurated by
Prime Minister Modi.
Highlights:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the 356-kilometer Bina
Refinery (Madhya Pradesh)-POL Terminal at Panki (Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh)
Multiproduct pipeline project.
It has a capacity of 45 million metric tonnes per annum, which cost Rs 1524
crore Rs. 1227 crores in UP and Rs. 297 crores in MP.
The project was completed and commissioned one month ahead of schedule,
in December 2021 (3 years after PNGRB approval), and on budget.
It will allow for the safe and efficient evacuation of products from the Bina
Refinery, as well as increased product availability in Eastern Uttar Pradesh,
Central Uttar Pradesh, Northern Bihar, and Southern Uttarakhand.
PM also rode the Kanpur Metro Rail Project's completed section and took a
metro ride from the IIT metro station to Geeta Nagar.
The Kanpur Metro Rail Project is 32 kilometers long and is being built at a
cost of around 11,000 crores.
PM also attended IIT (Indian Institute of Technology) Kanpur's 54th
Convocation Ceremony.

BlockChain Based Degrees Launched In IIT Kanpur
PM Modi announces the launch of digital degrees based on blockchain technology
at IIT Kanpur.
Highlights:
At the 54th Convocation Ceremony of IIT Kanpur, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi launched blockchain-based digital degrees as part of the National
Blockchain Project.
The completed section of the Kanpur Metro Rail Project and the Bina-Panki
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Multiproduct Pipeline Project were also inaugurated by the Prime Minister
later.
These digital degrees are unforgeable and can be verified globally.
IIT Kanpur developed the blockchain technology that it uses to award digital
degrees in-house.
It is being hailed as a game-changing technology in the field of education. In
the financial sector, the technology is already in use.
The institute developed the technology as part of the National Blockchain
Project.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Chinas Recent AI Project - AI Prosecutor
Using artificial intelligence, Chinese researchers have developed a machine that can
charge people with crimes. This is the first developed country in the world.
Highlights:
The AI prosecutor is capable of filing charges with a 97 percent accuracy
rate. It will file a charge based on the case's verbal description.
Shanghai Pudong People's Procuratorate, China's largest and busiest district
prosecution office, designed and tested it.
It's possible that it'll run on a desktop computer. The prosecutor would file a
charge against each suspect based on 1,000 traits extracted from humangenerated case description text.
More than 17,000 cases were used to "train" the machine between 2015 and
2020.
The artificial intelligence prosecutor technology will assist prosecutors in
reducing their daily workload and allowing them to focus on more difficult
tasks.
To some extent, it will take the place of prosecutors in the decision-making
process.
Prosecutors in China were early adopters, beginning to use AI in 2016.
Many prosecutors rely on an artificial intelligence program known as
System 206. The tool can assess the circumstances surrounding an arrest, the
strength of evidence, and the danger a suspect poses to the public.
All existing AI tools, on the other hand, have a limited role because they do
not participate in the decision-making process for filing charges.
In order to make decisions, a machine would have to identify and delete any
contents of a case file that are unrelated to the crime.
To make complex and human language understandable for computers,
machines would need to convert it into a standard geometrical or
mathematical format.

NASA Psyche Mission
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In August 2022, NASA will launch the Psyche mission. It will be the first mission
to explore Psyche, a massive metal asteroid in the main asteroid belt.
Highlights:
The asteroid Psyche is orbiting the Sun between Mars and Jupiter. The
Psyche mission is one of NASA's two early Solar System exploration
missions.
The Lucy mission is another mission to study the early Solar System by
exploring Jupiter's Trojan asteroids.
The Psyche Mission is the first mission to be launched by NASA to
investigate Psyche, a unique giant metal asteroid.
Arizona State University is in charge of the mission. NASA's Jet Propulsion
Laboratory will oversee mission management, navigation, and operations.
In 2017, the mission was chosen as one of two missions to explore the early
Solar System. The mission will launch from Kennedy Space Center in
Florida in August 2022 and arrive on the Psyche asteroid in 2026.
The asteroid Psyche will be studied and mapped for 21 months by the
mission.
Objectives
To comprehend the separation of planets and other bodies into layers such as
cores, mantles, and crusts.
To investigate a metal asteroid.
to investigate the solar system's early epochs
Instruments
X-band Gravity Science Investigation
Gamma Ray and Neutron Spectrometer
Multispectral Imager
Magnetometer
Psyche Asteroid
Annibale de Gasparis, an Italian astronomer, discovered the Psyche as the
16th asteroid in 1852.
The asteroid was named after the Goddess of Soul from Greek mythology. It
has a diameter of 210 kilometers.
The asteroid, like Earth's core, is mostly made of metallic iron and nickel.
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Ziyuan-1 02E Launched By China
China launched a new Earth observation satellite named "Ziyuan-1 02E" into space
on 27, December.
Highlights:
The satellite was launched with the goal of discovering new natural
resources.
A smaller satellite was also launched, which will be used to teach geography
at a Beijing school.
The Long March 4C rocket launched both satellites from the Taiyuan
Launch Center in Sjanxi Province.
The Earth observation satellite Ziyuan-1 02E is part of a series of Ziyuan-1
satellites. Its most recent version, Ziyuan III 03., was released in July 2021.
Ziyuan-1 02E:
A high-resolution infrared camera, a long-wavelength infrared camera, and a
multi-spectrum imager have been installed on the Ziyuan-1 02E satellite.
In Earth's orbit, the satellite is expected to last for eight years. It was created
with the goal of creating a high-resolution map of the Earth's surface in order
to investigate natural resources.
Satellite data will be used to monitor water quality and alert for
environmental disasters.
A smaller satellite will be solely dedicated to geography and science classes
at a Beijing high school.

Inmarsat-6 F1 Communications Satellite Launched By Japan
Inmarsat-6 F1, a communication satellite, has been launched from Japan's
Tanegashima Space Center.
Highlights:
It was launched by a Mitsubishi Heavy Industries (MHI) H-IIA204 rocket
into geostationary orbit, about 22,240 miles (35,790 kilometers) above the
earth.
Inmarsat, a London-based company, is developing it as part of its next-
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generation satellite broadband service.
The satellite is the first of two 'I-6' spacecraft and weighs 12,060-pounds
(5,470 kilograms).
The Inmarsat-6 F1 launch, designated H-IIAF45, is Japan's third orbital
flight of 2021 and H-second IIA's mission of the year, marking the H-IIA
vehicle's 45th flight overall.
It's a dual-payload satellite with L-band (ELERA) and Ka-band capabilities
(Global Xpress).
It is the largest and most advanced commercial communications satellite
ever launched in the world.
Since 2001, the H-IIA has been Japan's longest-serving liquid-fueled rocket,
and it is currently MHI's largest rocket for the Japan Aerospace Exploration
Agency (JAXA).

5G Services Out In India
5G telecom services across selected cities in India are being rolled out byLeading
telecom service providers In 2022.
Highlights:
Cities such as Gurugram, Bangalore, Mumbai, Kolkata, Delhi, Chandigarh,
Ahmadabad, Jamnagar, Hyderabad, Chennai, Pune, Lucknow, and
Gandhinagar will get 5G telecom services.
Bharti Airtel, Vodafone Idea, and Reliance Jio have all set up 5G test sites in
the cities mentioned.
Indigenous 5G Testbed project has been launched along with active
government participation.
Leading research institutions and the Department of Telecom have
collaborated to develop and test 5G technology.
This project began in 2018 and is expected to be finished by December 31,
2021.
The Department of Telecom provided funding for it. This project has cost a
total of Rs 224 crore so far.
The testbed, a specific environment to test the products or services, will aid
in the development, testing, and widespread adoption of 5G technology
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system components and cross-sectoral applications.
It will also lay the groundwork for India's development of a "6G Technology
Landscape."
Research institutes A Part Of The Project
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay
IIT Delhi
IIT Hyderabad
IIT Madras
IIT Kanpur
Indian Institute of Science (IISC) Bangalore
Society for Applied Microwave Electronics Engineering & Research
(SAMEER)
Centre of Excellence in Wireless Technology (CEWiT)

New Camera Satellite With 5m Resolution Launched By China
According to China's National Space Administration, a new satellite has been
launched with a camera capable of taking photos of the ground with a resolution of
five meters (CNSA).
Highlights:
"Ziyuan-1 02E," or "Five Meter 02 Optical Satellite," is the name of the
satellite.
A Long March-4C rocket launched from the Taiyuan Satellite Launch
Center in Beijing Province at 10 a.m. Beijing time.
Shanxi is a province in China (northern China).
This is the 403rd launch of the Long Marche series and the 39th launch of
the Longue Marche-4C rocket.
The Ziyuan-1 02E is a 2.5-kilogram camera that has infrared, near-infrared,
and hyperspectral capabilities.
The cameras can capture images of the Earth in panchromatic color.
The satellite will work in tandem with the five-meter optical satellite 01 to
cut the time it takes to revisit Chinese territory from three to two days.
Engineers will use the images captured by the satellite pair to study China's
geological environment and search for minerals.
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Worlds 1st Dual-Mode Vehicle Introduced In Japan
In the town of Kaiyo, Japan has introduced the world's first dual-mode vehicle
(DMV), which looks like a minibus.
Highlights:
On the road, the vehicle can run on regular rubber tires, but when it hits the
rail tracks, the steel wheels in the vehicle's underbelly descend.
The DMV can transport up to 21 passengers and travels at a top speed of 60
kilometers per hour on rail tracks and around 100 kilometers per hour on
public roads.
To propel the DMV onto the railway, the front tires are lifted off the track
and the rear wheels remain down.
This is the first feature of its kind: the ability to quickly transform into a
train-like module on a rail track.
The small fleet of diesel-powered vehicles comes in a variety of colors.
It runs along part of Shikoku Island's coast in southern Japan, connecting
several small towns and providing passengers with beautiful seaside scenery.
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ENVIRONMENT
Rare Pink Handfish
After 22 years, Australia's Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation (CSIRO) discovered a rare pink handfish near the Tasmanian coast.
The last time the fish was seen was in 1999.
Highlights:
In February 2021, Australian marine researchers used an underwater camera
to photograph the seabed in Tasman Fracture Marine Park. They discovered
the pink handfish later while reviewing the footage.
The Taman Fracture Marine Park is known for its deep crack in the earth's
crust, which allows scientists to study marine life up to 4,000 meters below
the surface.
Pink handfish was previously thought to only live in shallow waters. This
time, however, it was discovered at a depth of 150 meters.
Handfish
Anglerfish of the family Brachionichthyidae are known as handfish. This
family consists of five genera and fourteen living species.
These benthic marine fish are known for walking on the seafloor rather than
swimming to propel themselves.
Handfish can currently be found in the coastal waters of southern and
eastern Australia, as well as Tasmania.
Latin brachium is the scientific name for them. Because of the small handlike structure that they use to walk on the seabed, the species has been given
the name 'handfish.'
Handfishes have small populations and a limited range of distribution. As a
result, they are extremely susceptible to disturbance.
Critically endangered species are listed on the endangered species list.
Handfish can reach a length of 15 cm.
They have denticles on their skin, earning them the nickname "warty
anglers." They are a slow-moving species of fish.
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BILLS & ACTS
Public University Act, 2016 (Third Amendment) Bill
The Maharashtra Legislative Council passed the "Maharashtra Public University
Act, 2016 (Third Amendment) Bill" on 28 December.
Highlights:
The act is being opposed because it calls for LGBTQIA community
members to be included on university boards.
A provision for a "Board of Equal Opportunity" is included in the amended
act.
A board of equal opportunity shall be established in each university,
according to the act. The board will be in charge of planning, monitoring,
guiding, and coordinating a variety of development and welfare programs,
regulations, policies.
It also is in charge of schemes aimed at ensuring the welfare, development,
and social protection of students, non-teaching employees, and teachers from
underrepresented groups, minorities, women, and LGBTQIA people.
These rights will be extended to "persons with disabilities for the purpose of
promoting and establishing values of liberty, equality, dignity, and social
justice."
The following questions have been raised in response to this act, What is the
best way to tell if someone is LGBTQIA?; Who will certify that the
individual is LGBTQIA?

Consumer Protection (Direct Selling) Rules
The Consumer Protection (Direct Selling) Rules, 2021, have been published by the
Central Government.
Highlights:
Direct selling entities and direct sellers are prohibited from Promoting a
Pyramid Scheme or enlisting anyone in these schemes under the notified
rules.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 27 - January 2, 2022)

Participating in a money-transfer scheme
State governments have been given the responsibility of monitoring
compliance with these rules.
Direct Selling Entities are required to have at least one physical location as a
registered office within India, according to the rules.
They should make a self-declaration that the Direct Selling Entity has
followed the rules and is not involved in a pyramid scheme or money
circulation scheme.
All products sold by a direct selling company must adhere to the
declarations made under the Legal Metrology Act of 2009.
A proper grievance redressing mechanism must be established by the direct
selling entity. On their website, they will have to display the current and
updated name, as well as other information.
The website address must be prominently displayed on the product
information sheet or pamphlet.
New Rules
The following will be subject to new rules:
Direct selling encompasses all goods and services purchased or sold.
All direct selling businesses that sell goods and services to consumers are
included.
All direct selling models
Unfair trade practices of any kind in any model of direct selling
A direct selling company that is not based in India but sells goods and
services to Indian consumers.
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DEFENCE
Indian Armys In-house Messaging app
The Indian Army has launched ASIGMA, a modern messaging app that stands for
"Army Secure IndiGeneous Messaging Application."
Highlights:
The AWAN (Army Wide Area Network) messaging application will be
replaced by ASIGMA. For the past 15 years, AWAN has been in operation.
On Army-owned hardware, the ASIGMA app has been distributed. It will
serve the army from now on, and it will be able to provide lifetime support
with future upgrades.
It has been designed to meet all future requirements for the Indian army
while also providing a better user experience.
The app includes a number of modern features, such as multi-level security,
message prioritization and tracking, a dynamic global address book, and
options to meet the army's current needs.
It will meet the Army's real-time data transfer and messaging needs,
especially given the current geopolitical security environment.
The new generation web-based messaging application was created entirely
in-house by a team of officers from the Indian Army's 'Corps of Signals.'
The Army's internal network is being used to develop the messaging app. It
was created in accordance with the Indian government's Make in India
initiative.
Significance:
Following the COVID-19 pandemic, the Indian Army has made significant
preparations for automation.
It is taking several steps toward becoming paperless.
The Army's efforts will be bolstered by the ASIGMA App, which will join a
slew of other applications that the Army has deployed over its network.

INS Khukri Decommissioned
The INS Khukri (P49), India's first indigenously built missile corvette, was
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decommissioned on December 24, 2021, after 32 years of service at
Visakhapatnam.
Highlights:
The national flag, decommissioning pennant, and naval ensign were all
lowered at sunset during the decommissioning ceremony.
On August 23, 1989, the Mazagon Dock shipbuilders completed the INS
Khukri.
It was unique in that it served in both the Western and Eastern Fleets.
The ship was commanded by 28 commanding officers during her service
with the Indian Navy.
It traveled over 6,44,897 nautical miles, which is the equivalent of 30 times
around the world or three times the distance between the Moon and the
Earth. The ship was assigned to the Indian Army's Gorkha Brigade.
INS Khukri
The Indian Navy's INS Khukri was a Type 14 (Blackwood-class) frigate.
During the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971, the ship was sunk off the coast of
Diu, Gujarat, by Pakistan's Daphne-class submarine Hangor.
Since World War II, the INS Khukri was the first warship to be sunk by a
submarine. It is the only warship of the Indian Navy that has ever been lost
in battle.
INS Khukri (P49) was named after the battleship INS Khukri (F149). It was
the flagship of her corvette class, serving with the Indian Navy.

Brahmos Missile Manufacturing Unit Inaugration
On December 26, 2021, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated the Brahmos
Aerospace Cruise Missile Manufacturing Unit in Lucknow.
Highlights:
The defense minister stated that Russia was India's strategic partner at the
event.
He also backed India's nuclear and other military deterrents in the face of
external threats.
According to him, the launch of the BrahMos Missile Project was proof of
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India and Russia's defense manufacturing cooperation.
In 2016, India became a member of the MTCR. India and Russia intend to
work together to develop a new generation of Brahmos missiles with a range
of more than 800 kilometers.
It's capable of hitting protected targets with pinpoint precision.
The BrahMos Missile (PJ-10)
The BrahMos Missile is a ramjet supersonic cruise missile with a medium
range. It can be launched from a ship, a submarine, or a plane. It's one of the
world's fastest supersonic cruise missiles.
The missile is the result of a collaboration between Russia's NPO
Mashinostroyeniya and India's Defence Research and Development
Organization (DRDO).
BrahMos Aerospace is the result of the merger of the two organizations. It is
based on the Russian cruise missile P-800 Oniks.
The name BrahMos was derived from the names of two rivers: India's
Brahmaputra and Russia's Moskva.
BrahMos is the world's fastest anti-ship cruise missile currently in service. It
already has land-launched and ship-launched versions in service.
The air-launched variant of BrahMos first appeared in 2012, and it entered
service in 2019. BrahMos-II, a hypersonic version of the Missile, is
currently in development.
Mach 78 is its top speed. The missile is expected to be ready for testing by
2024.
The BrahMos project is expected to create 5,500 new jobs. An additional
10,000 jobs will be created by the ancillary supply chain.

Quantum Laboratory Launched By India In MP
The Indian Army recently opened a "Quantum Laboratory" in Mhow, Madhya
Pradesh, demonstrating the country's steady and significant progress in emerging
technology domains.
Highlights:
The National Security Council Secretariat assisted in the establishment of
the Quantum Laboratory (NSCS).
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It was founded at Mhow's Military College of Telecommunication
Engineering (MCTE) with the goal of spearheading research and training in
this rapidly developing field.
The Army has also established an Artificial Intelligence (AI) Centre at the
MCTE, with the help of more than 140 deployments in forwarding areas and
the active participation of academia and industry.
Cyber security labs and a state-of-the-art cyber range are used to provide
training in cyber warfare.
The Indian Army's quantum technology research will aid in leapfrogging
into next-generation communication and transforming the Indian Armed
Forces' current cryptography system to Post Quantum Cryptography (PQC).
Quantum Computing, Quantum Key Distribution, Quantum Communication,
and Post Quantum Cryptography are all-important thrust areas.
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PERSONS
PETA Indias 2021 Person Of The Year - Alia Bhatt
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) India has named Alia Bhatt as
its Person of the Year for 2021.
Highlights:
She is an animal lover who frequently posts pictures of her pets on social
media.
Alia Bhatt invested in Phool, the company that created Feather, a vegan
leather made from discarded temple flowers, earlier this year.
Ed-a-Mamma, her vegan children's clothing line, also won a PETA India
fashion award in 2021 for fostering children's love of animals and nature.
Alia also starred in a PETA India campaign promoting adoption to help cats
and dogs. She has taken advantage of her position to advocate for stricter
animal protection legislation.
Past recipients
Former Supreme Court Justice KS Panicker Radhakrishnan, for the
landmark judgment against the use of bulls in performances
Dr. Shashi Tharoor, for supporting Compassionate Citizen, PETA India's
humane education program for children, as well as other animal protection
education;
Cricketer Virat Kohli, for urging the release of an abused elephant and
harsher penalties for animal abusers.
Comedian Kapil Sharma, for encouraging people to adopt dogs
John Abraham, Anushka Sharma, Sunny Leone, R Madhavan, Jacqueline
Fernandez, Hema Malini, and Sonam Kapoor Ahuja for their various
contributions to animal welfare.

South Africas Highest Judicial Bench Has Indian- Origin Judge
Narandran 'Jody' Kollapen, of Indian ancestry, has been appointed to the
Constitutional Court of South Africa.
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Highlights:
After a lengthy process of public interviews, Kollapen & Rammaka Steven
Mathopo, 64, was appointed to the Constitutional Court as the newest
members.
Both will begin their terms on January 1, 2022.
After extensive public interviews, President Cyril Ramaphosa announced the
appointment of Rammaka Steven Mathopo and Kollapen to the
Constitutional Court.
Kollapen began practicing law in 1982 and specialized in public interest
cases.
According to the White House, the new appointees have a long history in the
judiciary and legal profession.
He became the Commissioner of the South African Human Rights
Commission in 1997 after becoming the National Director of Lawyers for
Human Rights in 1995.
He served on the Commission until 2009.
Kollapen has worked with a number of non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) and has lectured on human rights at universities such as Harvard
and the United Nations.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Mother Teresa Memorial Award Won By Anil Prakash Joshi
Mother Teresa Memorial Award is presented to Padma Bhusan Anil Prakash Joshi.
Highlights:
The Mother Teresa Memorial Award for Social Justice 2021 has been given
to environmentalist Dr. Anil Prakash Joshi, who was awarded the Padma
Bhushan this year. The award went to Vidyut Mohan, the winner of the
Earth Shot Prize, and Ridhima Pandey, a young environmental activist from
Uttarakhand.
Each year, the Mother Teresa Memorial Awards are given out by the
Harmony Foundation, which selects a theme and honors individuals and
organizations who work to improve environmental sustainability.
Dr. Abraham Mathai, the foundation's founder, and chairman congratulated
the honorees.
Dr. Joshi was recognized for his work as a changemaker in the
environmental sustainability sector, having impacted over 10,000 villages in
the Himalayan region through his Himalayan Environmental Studies &
Conservation Organization.
Through his social enterprise Takachar, Vidyut was recognized for his
pioneering and ingenious efforts in combating air pollution.
Ridhima was honored for her extraordinary bravery and unwavering spirit as
a young environmental activist who has sparked national action to combat
climate change.

Sushila Devi Award 2021 Won By Anukrti Upadhyays Kintsugi
Anukrti Upadhyay's novel, Kintsugi, was published by the Fourth Estate imprint
and won the Sushila Devi Award 2021 for Best Book of Fiction.
Highlights:
The Ratanlal Foundation and the Bhopal Literature and Art Festival's
organizing committee have announced the winner of this prestigious award
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for fiction written by a woman author and published in 2020.
The Shri Ratanlal Foundation has established this award. Anukrti Upadhyay
holds master's degrees in management and literature, as well as a law degree.
She is a bilingual writer who writes in both English and Hindi.
In 2019, she wowed readers and critics alike with the twin novellas Daura
and Bhaunri, as well as the short story collection Japani Sarai, which she
released in Hindi.
Kintsugi
Kintsugi is a novel about young women breaking boundaries, overcoming
trauma, and challenging the social order.
It is named after the ancient Japanese art of mending broken objects with
gold. And what about men who are taken aback by unconventional, fearless,
and self-sufficient women?
It's the story of Meena, a rebellious and unquestioned character, and Yuri, a
complex character as naive as Meena.
Of Hajime, a cultural outsider, and Prakash, who is unable to see beyond his
narrow horizons.

Global Environment and Climate Action Citizen Award Presented In Dubai
On December 23, 2021, the Global Environment and Climate Action Citizen
Award were presented in Dubai.
Highlights:
Surat's noted industrialist Viral Desai received the prestigious Global
Environment and Climate Action Citizen Award.
Because of his passion for the environment, Viral Desai is known as
Greenman.
At Dubai's Atlantis, The Palm, the Sanskruti Yuva Sansthan presented Viral
Desai and other winners with the 'Bharat Gaurav Samman.'
The prestigious awards were presented to 28 prominent figures from 11
countries, including the United Kingdom, the United States, France, New
Zealand, and Malaysia.
The only Indian to receive an award for climate action was Viral Desai.
Other Awardees:
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Motivational speaker Padma Shri Gaur Gopaldas
Polo player Ashvini Kumar Sharma
Akshaya Patra Foundation's chairman Padma Shri Madhu Pandit Dasa
Instrumentalist Padma Bhushan Pandit Vishwa Mohan Bhatt
Padma Shri Ramkishore Chhipa
Nirbhaya's mother Asha Devi
Investor banker Saket Mishra and others.
Global Environmental Citizen Award
The "Harvard Medical School Centre for Health and Global Environment"
established this environmental award.
It is given out once a year to a person who is working to restore and protect
the global environment.
The Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health houses the Center for
Health and the Global Environment.
The center's mission is to help people understand that our health is
inextricably linked to the health of the environment.
It was founded in 1996 with the goal of increasing awareness of the effects
of global environmental change on human health.

National Breed Conservation Award 2021
The National Breed Conservation Award for 2021 was Awarded on 23 December
By ICAR the National Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources (NBAGR)
Highlights:
Mannuthy's "All-India Co-ordinated Research Project (AICRP)" on poultry
breeding, which is run by the Kerala Veterinary and Animal Science
University, won the award (KVASU).
It was recognized by ICAR the National Bureau of Animal Genetic
Resources (NBAGR) for its conservation and research efforts on the
Tellicherry breed.
In Kerala, the Tellicherry breed is the only native chicken breed that is
registered. The award comes with a monetary prize of Rs 10,000 as well as a
citation.
The award was given out at the Kisan Divas celebrations, which were
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recently organized by ICAR-NBAGR.
National Breed Conservation Award
ICAR NBAGR established the National Breed Conservation Award.
It was established for centers or projects that contribute to the conservation
and improvement of Indian domestic poultry and livestock breeds that are
registered.
Tellicherry Breed
The Tellicherry breed of chicken is named after Tellicherri, a town in Kerala
that is also known as Thalassery in the Kannur district.
The breed is mostly found in Kozhikode district, with a few scattered
throughout Kannur and Malappuram districts.
They are primarily bred for meat. They're also used to make ayurvedic
medicines for treating asthma and worm infestation.
The Tellicherry breed was first conserved by the AICRP in 2014. Through
scientific selection and management, this breed began laying eggs in just
five months.
Annual egg production increased to 160-170 eggs as a result of the study.
The Tellicherry breed is also being genetically characterized by the AICRP.
It was crucial in establishing the breed's identity.

Sahitya Akademi Award 2021
The Sahitya Akademi announced its prestigious "Sahitya Akademi Awards, Yuva
Puraskar, and Bal Sahitya Puraskar" for 2021 in various languages on 30
December.
Highlights:
It is an annual literary award given by the Sahitya Akademi in India.
The award is given to authors of the most outstanding books of literary merit
published in any of the 24 major Indian languages and 22 languages listed in
the Indian Constitution's Eighth Schedule.
In 1954, the award was established. In 20 Indian languages, the Sahitya
Akademy Award 2021 was presented.
In English, it went to Namita Gokhale for her novel 'Things to Leave
Behind.'
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In total, 22 Indian languages were used to award the Sahitya Akademi Yuva
Puraskar 2021.
This award went to Megha Majumdar for her debut novel, 'A Burning,'
which was released in 2020. The struggles of life in India are the subject of
this book.
The Bal Sahitya Puraskar 2021 was given in 22 Indian languages.
In the English language, Anita Vachharajani won the award. 'Amrita SherGil: Rebel With A Paintbrush,' a children's book, won her an award.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 27 - January 2, 2022)

SPORTS
FIS Alpine Skiing Competition 2021: Bronze For Aanchal Thakur
At the FIS Alpine Skiing Competition 2021, Aanchal Thakur won bronze.
Highlights:
A bronze medal for Indian skier Aanchal Thakur at the International Ski
Federation (FIS) Alpine Skiing Competition in Montenegro.
Her overall time was 1:54:30, which placed her third. With this
achievement, Aanchal has become the first Indian skier to win two
international medals.
She previously won bronze in the 2018 FIS Alpine 3200 Cup, which was
held in Turkey. Georgia Epiphaniou took silver and finished only 2 seconds
ahead of Anchal.
Dora Ljutic (1:50.61) of Croatia won gold, while Georgia Epiphaniou
(1:52.71) of Cyprus took silver.
Aanchal Thakur, an Indian female alpine skier, was born on August 28,
1996.
She competed in the 2012 Winter Youth Olympics in Innsbruck,
representing India.
She competed in the Alpine skiing events of Girl's Slalom and Girl's Giant
Slalom at the 2012 Youth Winter Olympics.
She is Himanshu Thakur's younger sister, who is also an international alpine
skier.

Himachal Pradesh Beats Tamil Nadu In Vijay Hazare Trophy 2021
Himachal Pradesh defeats Tamil Nadu in the Vijay Hazare Trophy 2021.
Highlights:
Himachal Pradesh won the Vijay Hazare Trophy for the first time by
defeating Tamil Nadu in the final by 11 runs (VJD Method)
The Vijay Hazare Trophy 2021 Happened at the Sawai Mansingh Stadium in
Jaipur.
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The Vijay Hazare Trophy happened from 8 26 December 2021.
Tamil Nadu batted first and put up a challenging total of 314 in 49.4 overs.
When play was stopped due to bad light, Himachal were 299 for 4 in 47.3
overs, and the chasing side was declared winners using the VJD (V
Jayadevan rule).
Himachal Pradesh captain Rishi Dhawan won the toss and chose to bowl
first.
Himachal Pradesh won their first-ever Indian domestic title, the Vijay
Hazare trophy 2021-22 final, thanks to Shubham Arora's unbeaten century
and a 148-run partnership with Amit Kumar (74) for the fourth wicket.
The Vijay Hazare Trophy (officially known as the Paytm Vijay Hazare
Trophy for sponsorship reasons) was established in 2002-03 as a domestic
limited-overs cricket competition involving state teams from the Ranji
Trophy plates.
It is named after Vijay Hazare, a legendary Indian cricketer.
Tamil Nadu is the most successful team in the tournament, having won it
five times.

National Billiards Title 2021 Bagged By Pankaj Advani
Pankaj Advani, an ace cueist, successfully defended his national billiards title, his
11th overall.
Highlights
Pankaj Advani successfully defended his National Billiards Title by winning
his 11th tournament in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.
He won after defeating his PSPB teammate Dhruv Sitwala in a 5-2 game
final.
He competed in the National Billiards Championship for the Petroleum
Sports Promotion Board (PSPB).
After Sitwala's 64 and 42 breaks late on December 20, Advani responded
with breaks of 56 and 46 to tie the game at 1-1.
After that, Advani compiled an unfinished 148 break to win the game,
match, and championship.
Cue Sports India is hosting the 88th National Billiards and Snooker
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Championships in Bhopal, MP, in 2021.

Fourth Para-Badminton National Championship: Double Gold For Nitish
Kumar
In Bhubaneswar, Odisha, Nitesh Kumar won double gold at the 4th ParaBadminton National Championship.
Highlights:
In the Men's doubles finals, Haryana's Nitesh and his partner Tarun Dhillon
defeated World No. 1 Paralympic Games gold medalist Pramod Bhagat and
Manoj Sarkar in straight sets 21-19, 21-11 to win gold.
Nitesh had previously won gold in the Men's singles category.
Parul Parmar, the world's best SL3 para-badminton player, won gold as well,
while Mandeep Kaur of Uttarakhand took silver and Mansi took bronze.
The fourth National Para-Badminton Championship began on 24 December
in Bhubaneshwar with over 500 players participating in the three-day event.
The event will take place at two locations: the Railway Indoor Stadium in
Bhubaneswar, in collaboration with the K.C. Memorial Trust, and the Udaan
Badminton Academy, which is run by the Paralympic Committee of India
(PCI) and the Badminton Association of India.
The organizers are the Odisha Para Sports Association and the Odisha
Government's Department of Sports and Youth Services.
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OBITUARY
KS Sethumadhavan Passed Away
KS Sethumadhavan, a legendary Malayalam filmmaker, has died at the age of 90.
Highlights:
K. S. Sethumadhavan passed away on 24 December at the age of 90.
K. S. Sethumadhavan was born on May 29, 1927, in Palghat, Madras
Presidency, British India, to Subrahmanyam and Lakshmiyamma.
He is the youngest of four siblings, with three sisters and one brother. He
grew up in the Tamil Nadu towns of Palakkad and North Arcot.
He earned his biology degree from Government Victoria College in
Palakkad. He got his start in the film industry as K. Ramnath's assistant
director.
During his career, he directed over 60 films in five languages, including
Tamil, Telugu, and Hindi. Odayil Ninnu, Anubhavangal Palichakal, Oppol,
Aranazhikaneeram, Achanum Bappayum, and other popular films were
directed by him.
He has won a total of ten National Film Awards and nine Kerala State
Awards.

Desmond Tutu Passed Away
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, a Nobel Peace Prize winner, died on December 27,
2021, at the age of 90.
Highlights:
Desmond Tutu was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts in South
Africa to end racial discrimination. He was diagnosed with prostate cancer
in 1997 and had surgery.
Tutu was subsequently admitted to the hospital several times for treatment of
infections and other ailments. He was the first black Anglican archbishop in
South Africa.
He lobbied for sanctions against White-minority governments using his
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international profile.
Between 1996 and 1998, he was the chairman of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission. The commission's goal was to bring past
injustices to light.
Desmond Tutu was an Anglican bishop and theologian from South Africa.
He was well-known as a human rights activist and anti-apartheid activist.
Between 1985 and 1986, he served as Bishop of Johannesburg.
After that, he was named Archbishop of Cape Town. In both cases, he was
the first black African to hold the position. He was a man with many layers
and opposing tensions.
He was devoted to preserving African courtesy traditions. In 1984, the Nobel
Committee awarded him the Nobel Peace Prize for his role as a "unifying
leader figure in the campaign to end apartheid in South Africa."

Ray Illingworth, Former England Test Captain, Passed Away
Ray Illingworth, a former England captain, has Passed Away on 25 December.
Highlights:
Raymond Illingworth CBE was an English cricketer, cricket commentator,
and administrator who was born on June 8, 1932.
On June 8, 1932, Illingworth was born in Pudsey, West Riding of Yorkshire.
He was a member of the Farsley Cricket Club as a teenager.
He was one of only nine players in first-class cricket history to take 2,000
wickets and score 20,000 runs as of 2015.
Between 1958 and 1973, he played 61 Tests for England and captained the
team 31 times, winning 12 matches and the Ashes series in Australia in
1970.
He was an all-rounder who averaged 23.24 in Test cricket and took 122
wickets with his off-spin bowling at 31.20.
Between 1993 and 1996, he served as chairman of the England selectors and
coached the team in 1995-96.

Rajya Sabha MP Mahendra Prasad Passes Away
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Mahendra Prasad, a seven-term Rajya Sabha MP, and industrialist has died at 81
Years Of Age On 27 December.
Highlights:
Mahendra Prasad, a seven-time Rajya Sabha MP, and industrialist from the
Janata Dal (United) has died.
He served in the Rajya Sabha for seven terms and was elected to the Lok
Sabha once. In 1980, he was elected to the Lok Sabha on a Congress ticket
for the first time.
The founder of Aristo Pharmaceuticals was a seven-term Rajya Sabha MP
from Bihar and was also elected to the Lok Sabha once.
He is thought to be one of the wealthiest members of Parliament. He was
Popularly known as King Mahendra.
In 1980, he was elected to the Lok Sabha for the first time from the Bihar
constituency of Jehanabad.
Prasad was a seven-time parliamentarian from Bihar and is known as one of
the country's pharma tycoons. He is one of Rajya Sabha's longest-serving
members.
In 1980, King Mahendra ran for and won his first Lok Sabha election from
the Bihar constituency of Jehanabad on a Congress ticket.
Despite losing the general elections in 1984, he was quickly nominated for
the Rajya Sabha by then-Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1985. Prasad has
been a member of the Rajya Sabha continuously since 1985.
Apart from the Congress and the JD (U), Janta Dal and Rashtriya Janata Dal
have both nominated Prasad for the Rajya Sabha.
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SCHEMES
TN: Meendum Manjappai Scheme
The Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, MK Stalin, has launched the 'Meendum
Manjappai' scheme.
Highlights:
M.K. Stalin, the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, has launched the 'Meendum
Manjappai' scheme to encourage people to use cloth bags instead of plastic
bags.
This public awareness campaign on the use of the 'yellow' cloth bag, or
'manjapai' in Tamil, aims to encourage people to return to using this ecofriendly bag instead of plastic bags. With effect from January 1, 2019, the
state government imposed a ban on the production, use, storage, distribution,
transportation, or sale of 14 different types of plastics.
Based on an index of their utility and environmental impact, a government
committee has identified the single-use plastic (SUP) items that will be
banned.
Plastic sticks used in balloons, flags, candy, ice cream, and earbuds, as well
as thermocol used in decorations, are the first SUP items proposed to be
phased out.
Plates, cups, glasses, and cutlery such as forks, spoons, knives, straws, and
trays; wrapping and packing films used in sweet boxes; invitation cards;
cigarette packets; stirrers, and plastic banners with a thickness of fewer than
100 microns are among the items proposed to be banned beginning July 1,
2022.
Nonwoven bags with a thickness of fewer than 240 microns are prohibited in
the third category. This is planned to begin in September of next year.

Gram Ujala Program Milestones
Under the Gram Ujala Program, CESL has achieved a milestone to distribute 50
lakh LED bulbs.
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Highlights:
CESL began this program in March 2021, under the leadership of Union
Minister for Power and New and Renewable Energy R K Singh.
On the occasion of National Energy Conservation Day 2021 in December, it
set a new record by distributing 10 lakh bulbs in a single day.
CESL is offering high-quality 7-watt and 12-watt LED bulbs for Rs 10 each
in exchange for working incandescent bulbs as part of the program. It also
comes with a three-year warranty.
A maximum of five bulbs can be exchanged per household. CESL
distribution has resulted in annual energy savings of 71,99,68,373.28 units
and costs savings of Rs 250 crore in rural areas of the states covered by the
scheme.
CESL
CESL is a subsidiary of the state-owned Energy Efficiency Services Ltd
(EESL), a public-private partnership. It was established under the Ministry
of Power's supervision.
CESL focuses on providing energy that is clean, affordable, and dependable.
In the states of Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and
Karnataka, Gram Ujala's scheme is being implemented in rural households.
The program is scheduled to run until March 31, 2022.
C-Quest Capital assists the CESL throughout the distribution process as part
of the SHINE program
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Atul Kumar Goel: MD & CEO of PNB
The Government of India has appointed Atul Kumar Goel as the new MD and CEO
of PNB.
Highlights:
With effect from February 1 next year, the Appointments Committee of the
Cabinet (ACC) has approved the appointment of Atul Kumar Goel, MD &
CEO of UCO Bank, as MD & CEO of Punjab National Bank (PNB).
Goel will continue to lead the PNB until December 31, 2024, when he will
reach retirement age.
Mallikarjuna Rao, the current MD, and CEO of PNB will be replaced by
Goel.
A three-month extension was granted to Rao, which will expire on January
31, 2022.
Meanwhile, Soma Sankara Prasad, currently Deputy Managing Director at
State Bank of India, has been named Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer of UCO Bank by the ACC.
He will continue to serve as MD and CEO of UCO Bank until he reaches the
age of superannuation on May 31, 2023.

Aarati Krishnan: SEBI Member Of MF Advisory Panel
Aarati Krishnan, a BusinessLine Editorial Consultant, has been appointed to the
Securities and Exchange Board of India's Advisory Committee on Mutual Funds.
Highlights
The committee, which is chaired by Usha Thorat, a former Deputy Governor
of the Reserve Bank of India, advises SEBI on mutual fund regulation in
order to ensure investor protection, industry development, and disclosure
requirements.
It makes recommendations for how to make the legal framework for mutual
funds more transparent and simple for investors and constituents.
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The committee consists of 24 members, including CEOs of major mutual
fund companies, academics, exchanges, consumer interest groups, fund
trustees, rating agencies, distribution firms, and the media.
India's Securities and Exchange Board The company was founded on April
12, 1992.
India's Securities and Exchange Board Mumbai is the company's
headquarters.
India's Securities and Exchange Board Ajay Tyagi is the agency's executive.

Vikram Misri: Deputy National Security Advisor
Vikram Misri, a diplomat, has been named Deputy National Security Advisor.
Highlights:
Vikram Misri, a diplomat, has been appointed to the national security
council secretariat as deputy national security adviser.
Misri, an Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer from the 1989 batch, was
appointed after nearly three years as India's ambassador to China.
He worked at the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) headquarters and the
Prime Minister's Office in various capacities. Misri will report to Ajit Doval,
the national security adviser. Rajinder Khanna, Pankaj Saran, and Dattatray
Padsalgikar are the deputy NSAs at the moment.
Misri has also worked in Indian Missions throughout Europe, Africa, Asia,
and North America.
India's new envoy to China, Pradeep Kumar Rawat, has already been
appointed by the government.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Day Of Epidemic Preparedness
December 27 is the International Epidemic Preparedness Day.
Highlights:
The International Day for Epidemic Preparedness was declared by the
United Nations and the World Health Organization on December 27.
Humans have learned the hard way about epidemic preparedness after being
hit by the Covid-19 pandemic.
In order to better prepare for future outbreaks and raise public awareness
about epidemics at all levels.
The day was first observed last December when the United Nations General
Assembly emphasized the importance of advocating for epidemic
preparedness, prevention, and collaboration.
According to a WHO statement, the urgent need is to invest in systems that
can help detect, prevent, and respond to outbreaks that threaten health
systems, supply chains, and livelihoods, particularly in the world's poorest
countries.
The UN also wants to promote the One Health approach, which encourages
the integration of plant, human, and animal health, as well as other relevant
sectors.
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COMMITTEE
Panel For Withdrawal Of AFSPA From Nagaland
In the aftermath of the killing of six civilians in an Army ambush on December 4,
2021, the Union Government formed a high-level committee to look into the
withdrawal of AFSPA from Nagaland on December 26, 2021.
Highlights:
A Secretary-level officer chairs the five-member committee. Vivek Joshi,
India's Registrar General, and Census Commissioner will lead the
committee.
Piyush Goyal, the Union Home Ministry's Additional Secretary, will serve
as the committee's Member-Secretary.
The committee also includes the Nagaland Chief Secretary and Director
General of Police, as well as the DGP of the Assam Rifles.
Six civilians were killed in an Army ambush in Nagaland recently,
prompting the formation of the committee.
Following the incident, calls to repeal AFSPA have become increasingly
loud.
It will consider whether the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA)
should be repealed in Nagaland.
The committee has been given 45 days to submit its report.
The committee's recommendations will be used to withdraw AFSPA and the
Disturbed Area in Nagaland.
AFSPA
The Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) empowers armed forces to
make arrests without warrants and even shoot to kill in specific situations in
"disturbed areas."
The act gives the Armed Forces Special powers to maintain public order in
"disturbed areas." According to the Disturbed Areas (Special Courts) Act,
1976, once an area has been declared "disturbed," it must maintain the status
quo for a minimum of six months.
During the militancy years, AFSPA was imposed on the Northeast states of
Punjab and Jammu & Kashmir. The state of Punjab was the first to repeal
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the act.
Tripura and Meghalaya come in second and third, respectively. The act is
still in effect in Nagaland, Assam, Manipur, Jammu and Kashmir, and parts
of Arunachal Pradesh.
Three districts and four police stations in Assam are covered by the act. In
March 2018, the Union Home Ministry completely repealed AFSPA in
Meghalaya.

UNSC Counter-Terrorism Committee: Indias Chair
After a ten-year absence, India will take over as chair of the UN Security Council's
counter-terrorism committee in 2022 January.
Highlights:
The Counter-Terrorism Committee is more important for India because it
has been advocating for relevant measures to combat terrorism on a global
scale.
The committee was last chaired by India in 2012.
Ambassador TS Tirumurti, India's Permanent Representative to the United
Nations, announced on January 8, 2021, that India will chair three important
UNSC communities in 2021-22.
The Taliban Sanctions Committee, the Counter-Terrorism Committee, and
the Libya Sanctions Committee are the three committees.
UNSC Resolution 1540
All states are prohibited from assisting non-state actors in developing,
manufacturing, acquiring, possessing, transferring, transporting, or using
nuclear, biological, or chemical weapons under UNSC Resolution 1540.
Counter-Terrorism Committee
The UN Security Council's Counter-Terrorism Committee is a subsidiary
body.
It is a 15-member committee that was formed in the aftermath of the 9/11
terrorist attacks in the United States to oversee the implementation of UNSC
Resolution 1373.
The resolution mandates that all states criminalize assistance for terrorist
activities, share information on terrorist groups planning attacks, and deny
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terrorists financial support and safe haven.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
India Saudi Arabia Air bubble Agreement
The Indian and Saudi governments have reached an agreement on an air bubble that
will allow all eligible travelers to travel between the two countries.
Highlights:
Beginning January 1, 2022, the air bubble agreement will allow flights
between the two countries.
Passengers from the following countries would be eligible to fly from India
to Saudi Arabia:
Saudi Arabian nationals or residents.
Indian nationals, Nepalese nationals, and Bhutanese nationals who have a
valid Saudi Arabian visa and are only going to Saudi Arabia.
It will be up to the airlines to ensure that there are no restrictions on Indians,
Bhutanese, or Nepalese entering Saudi Arabia.
Air Travel Bubbles Agreements
Temporary agreements between two countries are known as air travel
bubbles.
In the event that regular international flights are halted, such arrangements
aim to restore commercial passenger services.
Amid the covid-19 pandemic, India has signed an air bubble agreement with
35 countries
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INDEX / LIST
Good Governance Index 2021
The "Good Governance Index 2020-21" was released by the central government on
25 December.
Highlights:
The Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances compiled
the index (DARPG).
The top three states are Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Goa. Indicators recorded
by these states increased by 12% in Gujarat and around 25% in Goa in
comparison to 2019.
In comparison to the previous year, Uttar Pradesh saw an increase of around
9%. Uttar Pradesh has taken the lead in the commerce and industry sector.
In addition to citizen-centric governance parameters, Uttar Pradesh has
improved in the areas of social welfare and development, as well as the
judiciary and public safety.
Twenty states improved their composite 'Good Governance Index (GGI)
scores in this year's index.
The GGI indicators improved by 3.7 percent in J&K. It had a strong showing
in the commerce and industry sector.
Agriculture and allied sectors, commerce and industry, public infrastructure
and utilities, environment, economic governance, and social welfare and
development were all strong areas for Goa.
In comparison to the GGI 2019 performance, Jharkhand saw a 12.6 percent
increase. It excelled in seven different areas.
Rajasthan saw a 1.7 percent increase in growth. Mizoram excelled in
commerce and industry, public health, human resource development, and
economic governance in this category.
Among the union territories, Delhi came out on top. Agriculture and related
sectors, public infrastructure & utilities, commerce and industry, and social
welfare & development all performed well.
Good Governance Index
The Good Governance Index 2021 included 58 indicators and ten sectors.
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GGI is a comprehensive and easy-to-implement framework for assessing the
state of governance in states and union territories, as well as ranking states
and districts.
The goal of GGI is to create a tool that can be used uniformly across States
and UTs to assess the impact of various interventions undertaken by the
Central and State Governments.

Atal Ranking Of Institutions On Innovation Achievements
The government announced the "Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation
Achievement (ARIIA) 2021" award list on 29 December.
Highlights:
IIT Madras took first place in the competition. In the technical category, it
was voted India's most innovative educational institute.
For the third year in a row, IIT Madras has received this honor. IIT Bombay,
IIT Delhi, IIT Roorkee, IIT Kanpur, IIT Kharagpur, Indian Institute of
Science (IISc), and IIT Hyderabad are among the top ten institutions.
Punjab University and Delhi Technical University topped the "University &
Deemed to be University (Govt. & Govt. Aided) (Technical)" category.
In this category, the first place went to Kalinga Institute of Industrial
Technology Khordha, while the second place went to Chitkara University.
College of Engineering in Pune and PSG College of Technology were
named winners in the 'Colleges/Institutes (Govt. & Govt. Aided)
(Technical)' category.
Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) in Delhi and the Indian
Institute of Management (IIM) in Kozhikode were named winners in the
category of "non-technical institutions."
ARIIA
Centrally funded technical institutions such as IITs and NITs, State
standalone technical colleges, State Universities, Private standalone
technical colleges, Private universities, and non-technical government
colleges are all included in the ARIIA rankings.
It is a joint initiative of the Ministry of Education and the AICTE that ranks
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higher educational institutions across India based on indicators such as
student and faculty start-up, innovation, and entrepreneurship development.
Institutions are assessed based on factors such as the number of registered
students and faculty start-ups, the number of patents filed and granted, the
amount of money raised by incubated start-ups, and so on.
In 2018, the first edition was released. Dr. Subhas Sarkar, Minister of State
for Education, announced the Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation
Achievement 2021 award list.
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FESTIVALS
World Sangeet Tansen Festival
Madhya Pradesh hosts the World Sangeet Tansen Festival from 25 to 30 December.
Highlights:
The 97th edition of the World Sangeet Tansen festival began in Gwalior,
Madhya Pradesh. The city will host a five-day World Sangeet Tansen
festival from December 25 to December 30 at Gwalior.
The program's stage was built around the theme of Omkareshwar's
Siddhanath temple.
The music festival will feature many artists from India as well as from other
countries.
The first seven concerts took place on the stage set up at Tansen's
mausoleum and Mohammad Ghaus' tomb.
On December 30, the eighth concert will take place on the banks of the
Jhilmil river in Behat (Tansen's birthplace).
On the same day, the last brief concert will be held at Gwalior Fort.
Ms. Usha Thakur, the State Culture Minister, will preside over the event.
During the inauguration ceremony, the National Kalidas Awards will be
presented.
The event will feature nine musical performances in total.
All of the events will be held in two shifts, with the morning event running
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and the evening event running from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.
All of the COVID 19 protocol's requirements will be followed.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Where was Pink Hand Fish Found?
A.Christmas Island
B.Tasmanian Island
C.Norfolk Island
D.Coral Sea Islands

Answer B
Explanation After 22 years, Australia's Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation (CSIRO) discovered a rare pink handfish near the Tasmanian coast.

2) When was the rare pink hand fish last seen?
A.1998
B.1997
C.1996
D.1999

Answer D
Explanation The last time the rare pink hand fish was seen was in 1999.

3) When was the INS Khukri decommissioned?
A.22 Dec
B.23 Dec
C.24 Dec
D.25 Dec

Answer C
Explanation The INS Khukri (P49), India's first indigenously built missile corvette, was
decommissioned on December 24, 2021, after 32 years of service at Visakhapatnam.

4) When was INS Khukri Built?
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A.August 23, 1888
B.August 23, 1898
C.August 23, 1988
D.August 23, 1989

Answer D
Explanation On August 23, 1989, the Mazagon Dock shipbuilders completed the INS Khukri.

5) How long AWAN was in Operation?
A.10 years
B.15 years
C.12 years
D.11 years

Answer B
Explanation The AWAN (Army Wide Area Network) messaging application will be replaced by
ASIGMA. For the past 15 years, AWAN has been in operation.

6) What is ASIGMA?
A.Army Secure IndiGeneous Messaging Application
B.Army Secure Interim Messaging Application
C.Army Secure IndiGeneous Message Application
D.Army Safe IndiGeneous Messaging Application

Answer A
Explanation ASIGMA is a modern messaging app that stands for "Army Secure IndiGeneous
Messaging Application."

7) When was Insolvency And Bankruptcy Code passed?
A.28 April 2016
B.22 April 2016
C.24 April 2016
D.26 April 2016
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Answer A
Explanation Insolvency And Bankruptcy Code was passed on 28 April 2016

8) When was Insolvency And Bankruptcy Code amemded?
A.December 22, 2021
B.December 24, 2021
C.December 23, 2021
D.December 25, 2021

Answer C
Explanation The ministry of corporate affairs proposed "amendments to the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC)" on December 23, 2021.

9) When is the International Day Of Epidemic Preparedness?
A.28 Dec
B.27 Dec
C.29 Dec
D.26 Dec

Answer B
Explanation December 27 is the International Epidemic Preparedness Day.

10) When was International day of Epidemic Preparedness first celebrated?
A.2019
B.2021
C.2020
D.2018

Answer C
Explanation The day was first observed 2020 December when the United Nations General
Assembly emphasized the importance of advocating for epidemic preparedness, prevention, and
collaboration.
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11) When did Dr Anil Prakash Joshi won the Mother Teresa Memorial Award
for Social Justice 2021?
A.16 Dec
B.17 Dec
C.18 Dec
D.19 Dec

Answer A
Explanation Dr Anil Prakash Joshi, Vidyut Mohan and Ridhima Pandey receive the award in
New Delhi on 16 December 2021

12) When was Good Governance Index 2020-21 released by DARPG?
A.22 Dec
B.23 Dec
C.25 Dec
D.24 Dec

Answer C
Explanation The "Good Governance Index 2020-21" was released by the central government on
25 December.

13) How many tonnes of food were sent to Mozambique as part of SAGAR
Mission?
A.5000 Tonnes
B.500 Tonnes
C.50 Tonnes
D.50000 Tonnes

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Naval Ship (INS) Kesari arrived in Maputo, Mozambique, on December
25 with 500 tonnes of food aid as part of the SAGAR Mission.

14) Where is Trincomalee Oil Tank Farm?
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A.Assam
B.Thiruvananthapuram
C.Mangalore
D.China Bay

Answer D
Explanation 'China Bay' is home to the Trincomalee Oil Tank Farm. It consists of 99 storage
tanks, each with a capacity of 12,000 kilolitres, located throughout Lower and Upper Tank
Farms.

15) When does Vaccination drives start for 17 years olds in India?
A.2 Jan 2022
B.3 Jan 2022
C.4 Jan 2022
D.5 Jan 2022

Answer B
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced on December 25, 2021, that children
aged 15 to 18 years will receive covid-19 vaccination beginning 3 January.

16) When was KS Sethumadhavan Born?
A.May 29, 1928
B.May 29, 1929
C.May 29, 1927
D.May 29, 1930

Answer C
Explanation K. S. Sethumadhavan was born on May 29, 1927, in Palghat, Madras Presidency,
British India, to Subrahmanyam and Lakshmiyamma.

17) When did FIS Alpine Ski Competition 2021 happen?
A.23 Dec
B.24 Dec
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C.25 Dec
D.26 Dec

Answer B
Explanation Aanchal won third place in the giant slalom section of the FIS Alpine Ski
Competition on 24 December

18) When is the deadline for card tokenization by RBI?
A.30 June 2022
B.3 June 2022
C.20 June 2022
D.23 June 2022

Answer A
Explanation The card-on-file (CoF) tokenization deadline has been extended by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) by six months, to June 30, 2022.

19) When did CM MK Stalin launch the CM Dashboard?
A.22 Dec
B.23 Dec
C.24 Dec
D.21 Dec

Answer B
Explanation MK Stalin launched thMK Stalin launched the dashboard in Chennaie dashboard in
Chennai on 23 December

20) When was Anukrti Upadhyays Kintsugi released?
A.2021
B.2018
C.2019
D.2020

Answer D
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Explanation Anukrti Upadhyays Kintsugi published in 2020.

21) When was Desmond Tutu awarded Nobel Prize?
A.1994
B.1894
C.1984
D.1944

Answer C
Explanation In 1984, the Nobel Committee awarded him the Nobel Peace Prize for his role as a
"unifying leader figure in the campaign to end apartheid in South Africa."

22) When was Desmond Tutu diagnosed with canser?
A.1987
B.1997
C.1999
D.1988

Answer B
Explanation He was diagnosed with prostate cancer in 1997 and had surgery.

23) What is the accuracy rate of China's AI Prosecutor?
A.99%
B.96%
C.95%
D.97%

Answer D
Explanation The AI prosecutor is capable of filing charges with a 97 percent accuracy rate. It
will file a charge based on the case's verbal description.

24) When was early usage of AI by the prosecutors in china?
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A.2017
B.2016
C.2018
D.2019

Answer B
Explanation Prosecutors in China were early adopters, beginning to use AI in 2016.

25) How long India Out Campaign happening in Maldives?
A.2 years
B.1 year
C.4 Years
D.3 Years

Answer D
Explanation For the past three years, the campaign has primarily surfaced on social media.

26) When did India Out Campaign Gained Traction in Maldives?
A.November 2021.
B.October2021.
C.January 2021.
D.March 2021

Answer A
Explanation The campaign gained traction recently when former President Abdulla Yameen
took the lead after the Supreme Court overturned his conviction in a money-laundering case in
November 2021.

27) How much does it cost for Renukaji Dam Project?
A.Rs 670-crore
B.Rs 67000-crore
C.Rs 67-crore
D.Rs 6700-crore
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Answer D
Explanation On the Giri river in Sirmaur district, it's a Rs 6,700-crore project.

28) When was Foundation Stone laid for the Renukaji Dam Project?
A.26 Dec
B.28 Dec
C.27 Dec
D.29 Dec

Answer C
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation for the Renukaji Dam Project in
Himachal Pradesh on 27 December.

29) When was Color coded project for COVID 19 announced in Delhi?
A.August 2021
B.September 2021
C.July 2021
D.October 2021

Answer A
Explanation In August 2021, the color-coded action plan was announced.

30) What is the COVID positivity rate in Delhi on December 26?
A. 0.55%
B. 0.5%
C. 5.5%
D. 0.05%

Answer A
Explanation The positivity rate was 0.55 percent on December 26, 2021.

31) When was Kanpur Metro rail inaugurated?
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A.29 Dec
B.27 Dec
C.28 Dec
D.26 Dec

Answer C
Explanation On December 28, 2021, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Kanpur to
inaugurate the completed section of the Kanpur Metro Rail Project.

32) When is Psyche Mission is Set To launch NASA?
A.August 2022
B.September 2022
C.March 2022
D.October 2022

Answer A
Explanation In August 2022, NASA will launch the Psyche mission. It will be the first mission
to explore Psyche, a massive metal asteroid in the main asteroid belt.

33) When was Fourth Health Index Released By NITI Aayog?
A.27 Dec
B.26 De
C.24 Dec
D.23 Dec

Answer A
Explanation The NITI Aayog released its fourth Health Index on 27 December.

34) When did the killing of six civilians in an Army ambush happen in
Nagaland?
A.5 Dec
B.6 Dec
C.7 Dec
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D.4 Dec

Answer D
Explanation In the aftermath of the killing of six civilians in an Army ambush on December 4,
2021, the Union Government formed a high-level committee to look into the withdrawal of
AFSPA from Nagaland on December 26, 2021.

35) Where was the the Brahmos Aerospace Cruise Missile Manufacturing
Unit launched?
A.Jaipur
B.Lucknow
C.Gujarat
D.Jharkhand

Answer B
Explanation On December 26, 2021, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated the Brahmos
Aerospace Cruise Missile Manufacturing Unit in Lucknow.

36) When does the ban on plastic banners with a thickness of fewer than 100
microns start?
A.July 1, 2022
B.July 11, 2022
C.June 1, 2022
D.January 1, 2022

Answer A
Explanation Plates, cups, glasses, and cutlery such as forks, spoons, knives, straws, and trays;
wrapping and packing films used in sweet boxes; invitation cards; cigarette packets; stirrers, and
plastic banners with a thickness of fewer than 100 microns are among the items proposed to be
banned beginning July 1, 2022.

37) When does World Sangeet Tansen Festival end?
A.3 January
B.31 December
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C.20 January
D.30 December

Answer D
Explanation Madhya Pradesh hosts the World Sangeet Tansen Festival from 25 to 30 December.

38) When was ABDM was established?
A.August 2020
B.August 2021
C.August 2002
D.August 2000

Answer A
Explanation ABDM was established in August 2020 with the goal of creating a countrywide
digital health infrastructure.

39) Where does the 88th National Billiards and Snooker Championships
happen?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Himachal Pradesh
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation Cue Sports India is hosting the 88th National Billiards and Snooker Championships
in Bhopal, MP, in 2021.

40) When did the Vijay Hazare Trophy 2021 start?
A.9 Dec
B.8 Dec
C.7 Dec
D.6 Dec

Answer B
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Explanation The Vijay Hazare Trophy happened from 8 26 December 2021.

41) When will India Chair UN Security Council's counter-terrorism
committee?
A.2022 March
B.2022 September
C.2022 January
D.2022 April

Answer C
Explanation After a ten-year absence, India will take over as chair of the UN Security Council's
counter-terrorism committee in 2022 January.

42) When did India Last Chair the Counter-Terrorism Committee In UNSC?
A.2021
B.2012
C.2011
D.2002

Answer B
Explanation The committee was last chaired by India in 2012.

43) When did India approve two more covid vaccines and one pill?
A.29 Dec
B.27 Dec
C.26 Dec
D.28 Dec

Answer D
Explanation On December 28, 2021, India approved two more covid vaccines and one pill.

44) How many COVID Vaccines have been approved by India?
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A.7
B.9
C.8
D.6

Answer C
Explanation In India, the number of approved covid-19 vaccines for emergency use has
increased to eight.

45) When will India move up to 3 position as largest economy in the world?
A.2021
B.2031
C.2041
D.2051

Answer B
Explanation According to the Centre for Economics and Business Research (CEBR), India will
reclaim sixth place from France in 2022 and move up to third place in 2031.

46) Which country will take over US position in 2030?
A.Japan
B.china
C.Russia
D.Indonesia

Answer B
Explanation China will overtake the United States in 2030, according to the CEBR's annual
World Economic League Table.

47) When was Global Environment and Climate Action Citizen Award
Presented?
A.23 Dec
B.22 Dec
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C.21 Dec
D.20 Dec

Answer A
Explanation On December 23, 2021, the Global Environment and Climate Action Citizen Award
were presented

48) How many people were awarded the Global Environment and Climate
Action Citizen Award?
A.22
B.27
C.21
D.28

Answer D
Explanation The prestigious awards were presented to 28 prominent figures from 11 countries,
including the United Kingdom, the United States, France, New Zealand, and Malaysia.

49) When was Ziyuan-1 02E launched?
A.26 Dec
B.27 Dec
C.25 Decc
D.24 Dec

Answer B
Explanation China launched a new Earth observation satellite named "Ziyuan-1 02E" into space
on 27, December.

50) When was Ziyuan III 03 launched?
A.July 2021
B.June 2021
C.January 2021
D.February 2021
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Answer A
Explanation The Earth observation satellite Ziyuan-1 02E is part of a series of Ziyuan-1
satellites. Its most recent version, Ziyuan III 03., was released in July 2021.

51) When was SEBI found?
A.April 12, 1992.
B.April 12, 1993
C.April 12, 1999
D.April 12, 1998

Answer A
Explanation India's Securities and Exchange Board was founded on April 12, 1992.

52) Who launched the Inmarsat-6 F1 Communications Satellite?
A.China
B.Russia
C.Japan
D.India

Answer C
Explanation Inmarsat-6 F1, a communication satellite, has been launched from Japan's
Tanegashima Space Center.

53) When was PETA Found?
A.22 March 1988
B.22 March 1980
C.22 March 1981
D.22 March 1989

Answer B
Explanation People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals is an American animal rights
organization based in Norfolk, Virginia, and led by Ingrid Newkirk, its international president. It
was found on 22 March 1980, Rockville, Maryland, United States
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54) When does Atul Kumar Goel Retire as MD & CEO of PNB?
A.December 31, 2024
B.December 31, 2023
C.December 31, 2022
D.December 31, 2025

Answer A
Explanation Goel will serve as PNB chief until December 31, 2024, which is his attaining the
superannuation age

55) When will the government set to mandate all vehicle manufacturers to
power vehicles with Flex Fuels?
A.4 Months
B.5 Months
C.3 Months
D.6 Months

Answer D
Explanation Automobile manufacturers have been advised to begin producing Flex Fuel vehicles
in a timely manner in accordance with BS-6 Norms within six months.

56) When was PM Mohamed Hussein Roble appointed as Prime Minster Of
Somalia?
A.September 2020
B.September 2018
C.September 2019
D.September 2021

Answer A
Explanation He was appointed to the post of prime minister by Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed
in September 2020.
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57) When will Narandran 'Jody' Kollapen Begin his term in Constitutional
Court of South Africa.?
A.January 1, 2022.
B.February 1, 2022.
C.March 1, 2022.
D.September 1, 2022.

Answer A
Explanation After a lengthy process of public interviews, Kollapen & Rammaka Steven
Mathopo, 64, was appointed to the Constitutional Court as the newest members.Both will begin
their terms on January 1, 2022.

58) When was Ray Illingworth, a former England Cricket captain, born?
A. June 18, 1932
B. June 8, 1933
C. June 8, 1923
D. June 8, 1932

Answer D
Explanation Raymond Illingworth CBE was an English cricketer, cricket commentator, and
administrator who was born on June 8, 1932.

59) When was Maharashtra Public University Act, 2016 (Third Amendment)
Bill passed?
A.26 Dec
B.28 Dec
C.29 Dec
D.24 Dec

Answer B
Explanation The Maharashtra Legislative Council passed the "Maharashtra Public University
Act, 2016 (Third Amendment) Bill" on 28 December.
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60) When did Ray Illingworth, Former England Test Captain, Pass Away?
A.24 Dec
B.25 Dec
C.23 Dec
D.22 Dec

Answer B
Explanation Ray Illingworth, a former England captain, has Passed Away on 25 December.

61) What is NBAGR?
A.National Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources
B.National Board of Animal Genetic Resources
C.National Bureau of Animal Genetical Resources
D.National Bureau of Animal Genetic And Resources

Answer A
Explanation The National Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources is called NBAGR.

62) When was Gram Ujala Program Started?
A.May 2021
B.March 2021
C.August 2021
D.September 2021

Answer B
Explanation CESL began this program in March 2021, under the leadership of Union Minister
for Power and New and Renewable Energy R K Singh.

63) When was National Breed Conservation Award 2021 Awarded?
A.22 Dec
B.24 Dec
C.23 Dec
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D.25 Dec

Answer C
Explanation The National Breed Conservation Award for 2021 was Awarded on 23 December.

64) Till when does Gram Ujala Program run for?
A.July 31, 2022.
B.August 31, 2022.
C.May 31, 2022.
D.March 31, 2022.

Answer D
Explanation Ujala's scheme is being implemented in rural households. The program is scheduled
to run until March 31, 2022.

65) When did Indigenous 5G Testbed project start?
A.2019
B.2020
C.2018
D.2021

Answer C
Explanation This project began in 2018 and is expected to be finished by December 31, 2021.

66) Which will not get 5G telecom services in the initial stage?
A.Gurugram
B.Pune
C.Cochin
D.Lucknow

Answer C
Explanation Cities such as Gurugram, Bangalore, Mumbai, Kolkata, Delhi, Chandigarh,
Ahmadabad, Jamnagar, Hyderabad, Chennai, Pune, Lucknow, and Gandhinagar will get 5G
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telecom services.

67) How many bridges were launched under the Border Infrastructure
Projects ?
A.22
B.23
C.26
D.24

Answer D
Explanation Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated 24 bridges and three roads
Virtually on 28 December.

68) How many BRO Cafes will be established Under the 'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav' celebrations?
A.75
B.74
C.76
D.77

Answer A
Explanation Under the 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' celebrations, the Minister also announced the
establishment of 'BRO Cafes' in 75 locations.

69) How many First dose of vaccination were given out in Telangana?
A.277 crore citizens
B.2.77 crore citizens
C.27 crore citizens
D.27.7 crore citizens

Answer B
Explanation Telangana has given out the first doses of vaccination for 2.77 crore citizens
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70) When will the Vaccinations for children aged 15 to 18 will begin?
A.January 5, 2022.
B.January 4, 2022.
C.January 3, 2022.
D.January 6, 2022.

Answer C
Explanation Vaccination for children aged 15 to 18 will begin on January 3, 2022. It will be
carried out in dual-mode mode.

71) When did the Government announce the First edition of Atal Ranking of
Institutions on Innovation Achievement (ARIIA)?
A.2019
B.2018
C.2020
D.2021

Answer C
Explanation In 2018, the first edition was released. Dr. Subhas Sarkar, Minister of State for
Education, announced the Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievement 2021 award
list.

72) Where was the Quantum Laboratory launched by Indian Army?
A.Himachal Pradesh
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Andhra Pradesh
D.Madhya Pradesh

Answer D
Explanation The Indian Army recently opened a "Quantum Laboratory" in Mhow, Madhya
Pradesh, demonstrating the country's steady and significant progress in emerging technology
domains.

73) When was plant-based burger system using 3D printing launched for the
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first time?
A.17 Dec
B.27 Dec
C.22 Dec
D.28 Dec

Answer D
Explanation SavorEat, an Israeli food tech company, launched a plant-based burger system that
is personalized for each customer on 28 December.

74) How many countries did India sign Air Bubble agreement with?
A.33
B.34
C.35
D.36

Answer C
Explanation Amid the covid-19 pandemic, India has signed an air bubble agreement with 35
countries

75) What percentage did Indian GDP grow in the second quarter of the fiscal
year 2021-22?
A.7.0%
B.9%
C.7.9%
D.7%

Answer C
Explanation According to ICRA, there was a 7.9% increase in the second quarter of the fiscal
year 2021-22.

76) When was World Doping Agency Found?
A.10 Nov.
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B.11 Nov.
C.13 Nov.
D.12 Nov.

Answer A
Explanation The World Anti-Doping Agency Founded on 10 November 1999 and is
headquartered in Montreal, Canada.

77) Where was Worlds 1st Dual-Mode Vehicle Introduced?
A.China
B.Japan
C.Canada
D.USA

Answer B
Explanation In the town of Kaiyo, Japan has introduced the world's first dual-mode vehicle
(DMV), which looks like a minibus.

78) What is CNSA?
A.China's National Space Authority
B.China's National Space and Launch Administration
C.China National Space Administration
D.China's National Space Administration

Answer D
Explanation China's National Space Administration is called as CNSA

79) When did fourth National Para-Badminton Championship start?
A.22 Dec
B.23 Dec
C.24 Dec
D.25 Dec
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Answer C
Explanation The fourth National Para-Badminton Championship began on 24 December in

80) How many issues were solved by Haryana Kaushal Rozgar Nigam Webportal so far?
A. 8.4 lakh issues
B. 8 lakh issues
C. 8.5 lakh issues
D. 8.2 lakh issues

Answer C
Explanation Over 8.5 lakh issues have been resolved so far.

81) When did the central government declared all of Nagaland a "disturbed
area" for another six months?
A.31 Dec
B.29 Dec
C.30 Dec
D.28 Dec

Answer C
Explanation Under the AFSPA Act, the central government declared all of Nagaland a
"disturbed area" for another six months on 30 December.

82) What is AFSPA?
A.Armed Forces Special Powers Act
B.Armed Forces Special Power Act
C.Army Forces Special Powers Act
D.Armed Forces Special Act

Answer A
Explanation Armed Forces Special Powers Act of 1958 is called AFSPA
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83) When will TN New Policy for Women 2021will come into effect?
A.next three years
B.next two years
C.next year
D.next five years

Answer D
Explanation On December 29, 2021, the state of Tamil Nadu released its "New Policy for
Women 2021." This policy will be in effect for at least the next five years.

84) When did Tamil Nadu released New Policy for Women 2021?
A.28 Dec
B.27 Dec
C.29 Dec
D.30 Dec

Answer C
Explanation On December 29, 2021, the state of Tamil Nadu released its

85) When did ITI Aayog's Atal Innovation Mission released a compendium of
innovations?
A.27 Dec
B.29 Dec
C.28 Dec
D.26 Dec

Answer B
Explanation On December 29, 2021, the NITI Aayog's Atal Innovation Mission released a
compendium of innovations.

86) How many Start Ups were featured in 'Innovations for You'?
A.69
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B.60
C.77
D.70

Answer D
Explanation 'Innovations for You' is a compilation of agricultural innovations featuring 70 startups. AIM's Atal Incubation Centers (AICs) help these businesses get off the ground.

87) When was Financial Stability Report release by RBI?
A.28 Dec
B.29 Dec
C.30 Dec
D.31 Dec

Answer B
Explanation On December 29, 2021, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released its Financial
Stability Report.

88) When does RBI releases the Financial Stability Report ?
A.every 3 Years
B.every 2 Years
C.every Year
D.every 4 Years

Answer B
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India publishes the Financial Stability Report (FSR) every
two years.

89) When did Egypt join the BRICS New Development Bank?
A.29 Dec
B.28 Dec
C.30 Dec
D.27 Dec
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Answer A
Explanation The BRICS New Development Bank (NDB) announced Egypt as a new member on
29 December.

90) When was BRICS New Development Bank (NDB) formally opened?
A.August 2015.
B.January 2015.
C.July 2015.
D.June 2015.

Answer C
Explanation The Multilateral Development Bank (NDB) is a multilateral development bank. In
2014, at the 6th BRICS Summit in Fortaleza, Brazil, it was jointly funded by the BRICS
countries.It was, however, formally opened in July of 2015.

91) What is the total length of of Shanghai's metro network?
A.832 kilometers
B.831 kilometers
C.833 kilometers
D.830 kilometers

Answer B
Explanation Shanghai maintains its position as the world's largest metro network with this
inauguration.Line 14 and Phase One of Line 18 are the two new metro lines that the city has
opened.The total length of Shanghai's metro network has now reached 831 kilometers.

92) How many tigers die in India in 2021 according to the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA)?
A.126 tigers
B.124 tigers
C.125 tigers
D.127 tigers

Answer A
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Explanation According to the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA), around 126 tigers
died in India in 2021.

93) When was India Semiconductor Mission launched By Information
Technology Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw?
A.27 Dec
B.29 Dec
C.28 Dec
D.26 Dec

Answer B
Explanation On December 29, 2021, Information Technology Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
launched the India Semiconductor Mission.

94) When did Iranian Space Agency launch a monkey into space
A.2011
B.2012
C.2013
D.2014

Answer C
Explanation In 2013, it launched a monkey into space.

95) What is IRDAI?
A.Insurance Regulation and Development Authority
B.Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority
C.Insurance Regulatory and Developers Authority
D.Insurance Regulators and Developers Authority

Answer A
Explanation Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority is called as IRDAI

96) When was Sahitya Akadami Award Presented?
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A.1955
B.1954
C.1995
D.1994

Answer B
Explanation In 1954, the award was established. In 20 Indian languages, the Sahitya Akademy
Award 2021 was presented.

97) Where was BlockChain Based Degrees launched in India By The Prime
Minister?
A. IIT Kanpur
B. IIT Madras
C. IIT Bombay
D. IIT Kharagpur

Answer A
Explanation At the 54th Convocation Ceremony of IIT Kanpur, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
launched blockchain-based digital degrees as part of the National Blockchain Project.

98) How long is Kanpur Metro Rail Project?
A.35 kilometers
B.34 kilometers
C.33 kilometers
D.32 kilometers

Answer D
Explanation The Kanpur Metro Rail Project is 32 kilometers long and is being built at a cost of
around 11,000 crores.

99) Vikram Misri an Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer from which batch?
A.1999 batch
B.1909 batch
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C.1989 batch
D.1988 batch

Answer C
Explanation Misri, an Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer from the 1989 batch, was appointed
after nearly three years as India's ambassador to China.

100) At what age did Rajya Sabha MP Mahendra Prasad Passes Away?
A.80
B.82
C.88
D.81

Answer D
Explanation Mahendra Prasad, a seven-term Rajya Sabha MP, and industrialist has died at 81
Years Of Age On 27 December.
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