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BANKING & FINANCE
RBI to impose fines on banks with poor progress
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is to impose heavy penalties on banks, and
stipulate higher provisioning for stressed loans. RBI announced it earlier on 7 June
2019. For the first time, RBI has said that the chief executive officers (CEOs) and
senior management of banks can also be held liable for lack of progress. The fresh
set of guidelines will be in the public domain by the end of March.
New guidelines:
The new guidelines are expected to usher in a stricter compliance regime.
The RBI indicated that banks can start the resolution of stressed loans less than
Rs.1,500 crore without waiting for a formal notification.
It also mentioned that the 7 June 2019 circular was only applicable for stressed
accounts in excess Rs.2,000 crore.
RBI review of 7 June circular notes Inter-creditor Agreement (ICA) (of 13
banks) yet to be signed for exposures amounting to Rs.3,610 crore
Embedded frauds will be monitored as it might hold up stressed loan resolution
It highlighted the number of frauds of Rs.50 crore and above in H1 FY20 rose to
398 involving Rs.1.056 trillion up from 322 cases and Rs.61,759 crore in FY19
Note: Outlier frauds are defined as those in excess of Rs.1,000 crore. Such fraud
cases have increased up to 21 cases and Rs.44,951 crore up from 4 cases and
Rs.6,505 crore in FY19

SBI cuts FD rates by 15 bps
State Bank of India (SBI) has reduced the fixed deposit rates. It reduced the FD
rates by 15 basis points (bps) on long-term deposits maturing in 1 year to 10
years. The deposit rate reduction will help the bank to retain its net interest margins
since SBI had reduced lending rates in December.
Fixed Deposit rate cut:
For deposits below Rs.2 crore, SBI will now offer 6.10% as compared to 6.25%
for all maturities of 1 year to 10 years.
Senior citizens will continue to get 50 bps higher than the card rate.
Whereas, the deposits maturing in 7 days to 1 year, the bank has kept the rates
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unchanged.
The new rates came into effect from 10 January 2020.
SBI's move is to cut the fixed deposit rates at a time when consumer price indexbased inflation shot up to 5 years high of 7.35%.
The FD rates of SBI are:
For 7 days to 45 days 4.50%
For 46 days to 179 days 5.50%
For 180 days to 210 days 5.80%
For 211 days to less than 1 year 5.80%
For 1 year to less than 2 years 6.10%
For 2 years to less than 3 years 6.10%
For 3 years to less than 5 years 6.10%
For 5 years and up to 10 years 6.10%

RBI directs issuers to provide a facility to switch on, off cards
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has directed banks and other card-issuing
companies to provide a facility to customers to switch on and off their debit or
credit cards.
The move by RBI aims to enhance the security of digital transactions. It assumes
significance amid rising instances of cyber fraud.
New instructions:
RBI observed the volume and value of transactions made through cards have
increased manifold.
It stated that all cards at the time of issue or re-issue, physical and virtual, should
be enabled for use only at contact-based points of usage, ATMs, and Point-of-Sale
(PoS) devices, within India.
It also suggested the card issuers to enable set or modify transaction limits, within
the overall card limit, if any, set by the issuer, for all types of transactions including
domestic and international at PoS/ATMs/online transactions/contactless
transactions. It should be provided on a 24x7 basis through multiple channels.
The channels must include mobile applications, ATMs, internet banking, and
interactive voice response.
RBI instructed the issuers to decide, based on their risk perception, whether to
disable the card not present, domestic and international, transactions, card-present
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in international transactions, and contactless transaction rights.
The existing cards that were never used for online, international or contactless
transactions will be mandatorily disabled for this purpose.
The new instructions by RBI are not mandatory for prepaid gift cards, and those
used at mass transit systems.

Mastercard to invest $1 bn in India over 5 years towards tech development
Global payments company Mastercard planned to invest nearly $1 billion in India
over the next five years. The proposed investment will be made over five years in
our India operations includes an R&D facility at Pune and another center at
Vadodara. The facilities catered to the company's global operations, of which
Vadodara provided the backend multiple payment support. Khanna noted that
Mastercard, as a technology-driven global entity, was keen to evolve by offering
more customer-centric and value-added services using the digital platform. The
company is also working closely with technology and financial startups in the
country by focusing on the innovation and digital payments matrices under its
flagship Start Pathprogram,MastercardMastercard launched its Team Cashless
India program to engage with merchants and consumers across the country to
create awareness about the benefits of digital payments. The company targetting at
equipping 10 million merchants in India with digital payment acceptance
capabilities in the near future. Apart from roping in top cricketer Mahendra Singh
Dhoni to augment its reach. The awareness among the general public and also
merchants with regards to the digital payments space, including their consumer and
merchant rights. Nearly 92 percent of the merchants in India fell under the micro
category, which offers a vast potential for the growth of the digital payments
universe. The category grew 6-7 percent in 2018-19 over the previous financial
year 2017-18. Mastercard's global payments processing network comprises
consumers, financial institutions, merchants, governments, and businesses in more
than 210 countries and territories.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Amazon to invest 1 billion USD in India
Amazon.comchief Jeff Bezos announced USD 1 billion over Rs 7,000
croreinvestment in India to help bring small and medium businesses online and
committed to exporting USD 10 billion worth of India-made goods by 2025. The
online retail giant committed USD 5.5 billion investments in India - Amazon's most
important market outside of the US and a key growth driver.Amazon - IndiaThe
long-term partner of India and actions speak louder than words. Amazon will invest
an incremental USD 1 billion to digitize micro and small businesses across India,
helping them reach more customers than ever before. This initiative will use
Amazon's global footprint to create USD 10 billion in India exports by 2025,. The
millions of more people into the future success of India and, at the same time,
expose the world to the Make in India products that represent India's rich, diverse
culture. The company previously said it expected e-commerce exports from India to
reach USD 5 billion by 2023 under its global selling program.SMBhav summitThe
SMBhav summit - an Amazon India gathering for small and medium businesses.
The Competition Commission of India initiated a formal investigation into alleged
deep discounts, preferential listing, and exclusionary tactics adopted by Amazon
and Flipkart, and small store owners demonstrating on the streets against online
retailers driving them out of business by offering discounted products sharply. The
Confederation of All India Traders, an association of about seven crore brick-andmortar retailers, has said it will protest across 300 cities during his visit.
The government tightened rules for e-commerce marketplaces with foreign
investment. These rules barred such platforms from offering products of sellers in
which they hold a stake and banned exclusive marketing arrangements among other
clauses. Amazon is pumping millions of dollars across various operations like a
marketplace, payments, infrastructure, and supply chain management as well as
marketing and promotion as it looks to strengthen its position in the fledgling
Indian e-commerce market. Amazon invested over Rs 1,700 crore into its payments
and commercial business units in India, while in October it had infused over Rs
4,400 crore (more than USD 600 million) in its various groups in India, including
marketplace and food retail. Bezos last visited India in 2014 when he presented
Amazon's Indian unit with a giant cheque for USD 2 billion. Amazon has pledged a
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further USD 3.5 billion to expand in the country, and the USD 1 billion investment
announced Wednesday would take the total committed investment to USD 6.5
billion. The USD 1 billion investment would be to digitize 10 million micro, small,
and medium enterprises (MSMEs) and traders across India, including
manufacturers, resellers, local offline shops, and brands. Amazon will establish 100
Digital Haats in cities and villages throughout India. More than 5,50,000 sellers on
the Amazon India marketplace, and more than 60,000 Indian manufacturers and
brands are exporting them Make in Indiaproducts to customers worldwide on
Amazon.

Microsoft vows to be carbon negative by 2030
Microsoft Corporation is an American multinational technology company with
headquarters in Redmond Washington.Microsoft announced that it would
becomecarbon negativeby the year 2030. The announcement made in the form of
itsincreased effortsto combat climate change. The company announced that it
vows to eliminate all the carbon emissions created by the company since its
inception in1975. Microsoft announced its investment of $1 billion in aclimate
innovation fundfor technology for carbon capture and removal.
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INTERNATIONAL
Dhaka International Film Festival began in Bangladesh
The 18th edition of the Dhaka International Film Festival (DIFF) began on 11
January 2020. The festival will be held from 11-19 January. The program was
inaugurated by the Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. AK Abdul Momen. The for the
DIFF festival is Better Film, Better Audience, and Better Society.
18th DIFF:
DIFF aims to create a better understanding of the films of the world in an
atmosphere that appreciates film culture.
The festival focuses to move towards excellence in the motion picture art and
industry in Bangladesh.
During the journalists, critics, festivals, film-makers, officials from embassies of
different countries, and members of various film societies will share their
experiences with film enthusiasts, journalists, and young film-makers.
Dhaka International Film Festival:
Rainbow Film Society is being organized the Dhaka International Film Festival
since 1992.

EU triggered dispute mechanism on Iran Nuclear deal
European Countries namely Britain, France, and Germany pressured Iran to
stop its violations of the nuclear deal. The EU countries stressed to resolve
differences through talks on the United Nations sanctions.
The three countries rejected Iran's justification for violating the deal because the
U.S. broke the agreement by withdrawing in 2018. EU has charged Iran over
transgressions that could ultimately lead to the reimposition of UN sanctions and
triggered the deal's dispute mechanism.
Iran nuclear deal:
Iran nuclear deal is also known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA)
In 2015, Iran agreed on a long-term deal on its nuclear program with the P5+1
group of world powers - the US, UK, France, China, Russia, and Germany.
Under the deal, Iran accepted a 10-year restriction on nuclear production.
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As of May 2018, Iran abided by the nuclear deal.
On 8 May 2018, the United States President Donald Trump announced the US'
withdrawal from the deal.
Despite the US's withdrawal, Germany, France, the United Kingdom, Russia, and
China attempted to maintain the nuclear deal.

Brazil to open new Antarctic research base
Brazil has announced that it is to open a new research base in Antarctica. Brazil's
original scientific outpost was destroyed by fire 8 years ago. It is expected that Vice
President Hamilton Mourao and Science and Technology Minister Marcos
Pontes will attend the official opening ceremony.
Brazil's Antarctic research base:
The Brazilian government has invested nearly $100 million in the reconstruction
of the Comandante Ferraz Antarctic Station.
It is a 48,500-square-foot complex on King George Island, the largest in the South
Shetland archipelago.
The base was built on the site of the previous facility, Comandante Ferraz
Antarctic Station, King George Island, Antarctica
The new center was built by Chinese state-owned company CEIEC
The new base consists of 17 laboratories and accommodation for 64 people.
Comandante Ferraz Antarctic Station:
Comandante Ferraz Antarctic Station was established in 1984. The base is used for
research into biology, chemistry, meteorology, and medicine. It was largely razed
in a 2012 fire caused by a fuel leak.
The members of the 1959 Antarctic Treaty, around 30 countries, operate research
bases in Antarctica. The aim of the treaty is to reduce the likelihood of
confrontations over territorial disputes in Antarctica. Brazil joined the treaty in
1975.

China posts weakest growth in 29 years as trade war with US bites
China's economic growth slowed to its weakest for 30 years in 2019. A trade war
with the United States and sputtering investment and more stimulus steps are
expected this year to help avert a sharper slowdown. The Fourth-quarter gross
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domestic product (GDP) rose 6.0% from a year earlier, data from the National
Bureau of Statistics with expectations and steady from the pace in the third quarter.
The left full-year growth at 6.1%. The slowest rate of expansion in China since
1990.China Economic GrowthThe signs of improvement in the ailing
manufacturing sector and a newly signed Sino-U.S. trade deal helped revive
business confidence analysts are not sure if the gains can be sustained. This year is
crucial for the ruling Communist Party to fulfill its goal of doubling GDP and
incomes in the decade to 2020, turning China into a moderately prosperous nation.
Beijing plans to set a lower economic growth target of around 6% this year from
last year's 6-6.5% relying on increased infrastructure spending to ward off a sharper
slowdown. The economy grew 1.5% in October-December from the previous three
months. The real estate investment rose 9.9% in 2019 from a year earlier, slowing
slightly from a 10.2% gain in the first 11 months of the year. Beijing has been
relying on a mix of fiscal and monetary steps to weather the current downturn,
cutting taxes and allowing local governments to sell vast amounts of bonds to fund
infrastructure projects. The Banks encouraged to lend more, especially to small
firms, with new yuan loans hitting a record of 16.81 trillion yuan ($2.44 trillion) in
2019. The economy slow to respond, and investment growth has slid to record
lows.

Russia S-400 missiles air defence systems to be delivered to India by 2025
Russiastarted production ofS-400 long-range surface-to-air missile systemsfor
India. The five units will be delivered to India by2025.S-400 air defence missile
systemsThe S-400 air defence missile systems are among the best in the world.
This will significantly bolster India's air defence mechanism. In October 2018,
India signed a USD 5 billion deal to buy the air defence missile systems.The S-400,
an upgraded version of the S-300 previously been available to the Russian defence
forces. It is manufactured by Almaz-Antey and has been in service in Russia since
2007.The Triumf interceptor-based missile system can destroy incoming hostile
aircraft, missiles and even drones at ranges of up to 400 km. S-400 is known as
Russia most advanced long-range surface-to-air missile defence system.The US
imposed sanctions on Russia under the stringent Countering America's Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA). The law also provides for punitive action
against countries purchasing defence hardware from Russia. India and Russia
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finalised a broad agreement for the joint venture between Hindustan Aeronautics
Ltd (HAL) and two Russian defence majors for production of Kamov helicopters.

Russia urges Iran and US to wind down tensions
Russia's acting Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov urged Iran and United States to
wind down tensions after Iranian forces accidentally downed a Ukrainian passenger
jet. The tragedy was a severe red flag and a signal that everyone should start
working on de-escalation. Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has
defended the country's armed forces after it admitted shooting down the plane by
mistake. He claimed that Iran's enemies used the collision and the military's
admission to weaken the Revolutionary Guard. Ukrainian Foreign Minister Vadym
Prystaiko said that Ukraine wants Iran to issue a formal document admitting its
guilt. The Ukraine International Airlines Boeing was traveling to Kyiv from Tehran
on 8 January and crashed shortly after take-off. All 176 passengers on board were
killed.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
PM launched multimodal development projects for Kolkata Port
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched projects worth Rs.600 crore
during the grand Sesquicentenary Celebrations of the Kolkata Port Trust on 12
January 2020. PM announced that the Kolkata Port Trust is to be renamed as
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Port after Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee to mark
the on 150th-year celebrations of Kolkata Port Trust.
Multimodal development projects:
The Multimodal development projects include upgraded Ship repair facility at
Netaji Subhash Dry Dock, upgraded railway infrastructure of Kolkata dock
system for smooth cargo movement and riverfront development scheme of the
Kolkata Port.
GoI is taking several other measures to expand the inland waterways connectivity
through an integrated transport policy.
It is also modernizing old Ports and developing new Ports through
the Sagarmala project.
Various projects are being carried out for the expansion of water-based tourism in
the country.
Other Highlights:
He released a commemoratives stamp on the 150th years of the Kolkata Port Trust.
He also honored two oldest pensioners namely Smt. Nagina Bhagat and Mr.
Naresh Chandra Chakraborty.
He launched the Port Anthem at the event.
PM Modi handed over a cheque of Rs.501 crore to the chairman of LIC Mr. M.R.
Kumar towards final installment to meet the deficit of pension funds of the
Kolkata Port Trust.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated in the grand Sesquicentenary
Celebrations of the Kolkata Port Trust on 12 January 2020.

Tata Power Solar bagged Rs.1,505 crore project from NTPC
Tata Power Solar Systems Ltd bagged a megaproject from NTPC for a
250-megawatt solar project under the Central Public Sector Undertakings
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(CPSU) scheme. The cost of the project is Rs.1,505 crore. It has been estimated to
be completed in a period of 20 months.
CPSU scheme:
The CPSU scheme aims to set up 12,000 MW of solar capacity by government
companies by the financial year 2022-23.
The Cabinet already sanctioned a viability gap funding support of Rs.8,580 crore
towards the scheme capped at Rs.70 lakh per MW.
The project is in line with the government's Make in India mission.

Amit Shah launched VISWAS and Cyber Aashvast project
The Union Home minister Amit Shah launched Video Integration and State Wide
Advanced Security (VISWAS) and Cyber Aashvast projects of CCTV network
command and control centre and cybersecurity at Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar
on 11 January 2020.
VISWAS was initiated by then Chief Minister Narendra Modi in Gujarat in
2013-14 with a network of 279 CCTV cameras installed at public places. Currently,
there are 1256 junctions over 7,000 CCTV cameras are installed and networked
covering 34 district headquarters and 7 tourism places. The districts have Netram
command centres while the centralized command and control centre has been
named Trinetra.
Other launches:
Shah launched India's first anti-cyberbullying unit. People can complain
regarding online cheating, harassment or fraud can dial police control room number
100 for help
He launched Viswas e-challan payment portal e-challanpayment.gujarat.gov.in
He launched cybernodal.gujarat.gov.in for inter-state cybercrime related
complaints
He also launched the SMS system to alert and prevent cybercrime by contacting
vulnerable people. The system will also inform them about suspicious activity.

Dharmendra Pradhan flagged off 3121st Bulk LPG Tanker Truck during
Special NVDP
The Special National Vendor Development Program (NVDP) on Petroleum and
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Steel sectors for SC/ST Entrepreneurs was held on 13 January 2020. It was
organized by the Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DICCI).The Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas & Steel Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan flagged off 3121st Bulk LPG Tanker Truck during the
program.
The measures taken by GoI for the SC/ST community including National
Infrastructure Pipeline and Ujjwala connections were discussed.
The government initiated an Rs.100 lakh crore worth of National Infrastructure
Pipeline to open 75,000 petrol pumps. Out of the total, 25,000 pumps have been
reserved for the SC/ST community.
Out of a total of 8 crore Ujjwala connections, over 3 crore connections are handed
over to the SC/ST community.
Participants:
Around 700 SC/ST medium and small enterprises from across the country
participated in the Special NVDP.
Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DICCI):
DICCI was founded in 2005 by Milind Kamble. It is the apex body of SC/ST
Entrepreneurs in India. It has 29 state chapters and 7 international chapters. The
main objective of the organization is to promote business enterprises for Dalits.
DICCI organizes NVDP, industrial exhibitions, and trade fair to showcase products
manufactured by SC/ST businessmen, to leverage market access support and
networking.

The 6th meeting of IDA focused on Green Development in the Islands
The sixth meeting of the Island Development Agency (IDA) held on 13 January
in New Delhi. The meeting was chaired by the Union Home Minister, Shri Amit
Shah. The agency reviewed the progress made towards the Holistic development of
islands programme. For the first time, the government of India carried out an
initiative of sustainable development in the identified Islands under the guidance of
IDA.
Aim:
The aim of the move by GoI is to create job opportunities for the islanders through
tourism promotion and export of seafood and coconut-based products made in the
Islands.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 13 - January 19, 2020)

Meeting Highlights:
IDA decide to implement the project in 4 islands of Andaman & Nicobar and 5
islands of Lakshadweep.
Model tourism projects on both Land-based and Water Villas were planned and
bids have been invited for private sector participation.
It has been decided to obtain clearances for the implementation of the planned
projects up-front.
All necessary clearances would be in place before bids finalization. Environment
and Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) clearances have already been obtained for four
exemplary tourism projects of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands.
In order to strengthen infrastructure support, projects for improving air, sea and
digital connectivity are being implemented. It has been discussed that Port Blair
and another 7 islands in Andaman & Nicobar will get digitally connected through
submarine optical fibre cable by June 2020.
It is expected that it will facilitate to set up of Information Technology based and
other Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in the islands with
incentives through Lakshadweep and Andaman & Nicobar Islands Industrial
Development Scheme (LANIDS).
It is aimed that the proposed airports in Great Nicobar Island of Andaman &
Nicobar and Minicoy Island of Lakshadweep will catalyze the development
process in the region.
Participants:
Lt. Governor of Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Admiral D. K. Joshi (retd),
Administrator of Lakshadweep, Shri Dineshwar Sharma, Shri Rajiv GaubaCabinet
Secretary, Shri Amitabh Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog, Secretaries and senior officials
from the Ministries of Home, Commerce, Tribal Affairs, Environment and Forest,
Petroleum and Natural Gas, Telecommunications, Shipping, Water Resources,
Earth Sciences, New and Renewable Energy participated in the meeting.

A high-level committee clears Rs.6,608 crore worth project for Tamil Nadu
A high-level committee for investment facilitation and single-window clearances
chaired by Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami at the
Secretariat approved necessary clearances to a total of 15 projects that were at
various stages of investment and commencement of business on 13 January 2020.
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The proposals entail investments worth Rs.6,608 crore.
15 New projects:
The projects are expected to generate 6,700 jobs in the State.
The projects will come up in Coimbatore, Kancheepuram, Krishnagiri,
Perambalur, Thoothukudi, Tiruchi, Tiruvallur and Vellore districts of the
State.
The panel reviewed every project and necessary clearances were granted.
Tamil Nadu:
State formed on: 1 November 1956
Governor: Banwarilal Purohit
Chief Minister: Edappadi K. Palaniswami
Capital: Chennai
Districts: 37
Literacy (2011): 80.33%

Housing ministry launched an e-commerce platform
Housing ministry launched an e-commerce platform,housingforall.com, to
facilitate homebuyers in identifying genuine properties. The move aims to bring the
trust back in the real estate sector. It was launched bythe National Real Estate
Development Council (NAREDCO).
Aim:
The main objective of the e-commerce platform is to bring transparency in the
sector and offer only certified projects.
e-commerce platform:
The e-commerce platform is for projects that have received occupancy certificates
(OCs).
The companies are expected to create a seamless, safe and transparent homebuying experience for home buyers.
The portal will enhance the liquidity flow in the industry and contribute to the
growth of the economy.
The portal will be open for one month only for the real estate developers to register
their projects. After that, the portal will be opened for home buyers with a 45-day
sale period starting from 14 February 2020.
The portal has been designed for all industry stakeholders. It has a powerful
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backend that manages and displays the most accurate inventory data in the market.
It also, allows the buyers to book their flats directly online.

CM Thackeray to launch the first girder for the Mumbai Trans-Harbour Link
Maharashtra Chief minister Uddhav Thackeray is expected to launch the first
girder for the Mumbai Trans-Harbour Link (MTHL) in January 2020. The
estimated cost of the project is Rs.18,000 crore. The project is expected to be
completed by 2022.
Mumbai Trans-Harbour Link:
The bridge will connect south Mumbai's eastern coast to Nhava Sheva on the
mainland.
The 22km bridge will begin at Sewri, cross Thane creek north of Elephanta Island
and end at Chirle village near Nhava Sheva.
It will ensure faster connectivity between Navi Mumbai and south Mumbai
It might decongest Mumbai as owing to superior connectivity, many may opt to
move to Navi Mumbai. It will also connect to the Navi Mumbai Internation Airport.
The construction began in April 2018.
MMRDA has estimated that 70,000 vehicles will use the bridge daily after it
opens.

CARA celebrated 5th Annual Day on 15 January
Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) celebrated its 5th Annual Day in
New Delhi on 15 January 2020. Secretary WCD, Rabindra Panwar along with
other senior officials of the Ministry, its associated Statutory/Autonomous Bodies
and representatives from the States and Union Territories participated in the
function. Souvenirs to commemorate the Annual Day was unveiled during the
event.
CARA's service:
CARA conducted various training programmes and workshops at national and
state levels for all the stakeholders of the adoption programme in 2019.
It carried out a number of advocacy programs through various mediums to create
awareness and sensitization of the general public and reached out to citizens
through various inter-active programmes like Jan Sampark and through Social
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Media platforms.
It gives emphasis to the rehabilitation of older and special needs children in
various Child Care Institutions across the country.
CARA:
CARA is an apex body of the Government of India. It was established in 1990. It
promotes and facilitates In-country Adoption. The designated Central Authority for
regulating Inter-country Adoption was designated as a Statutory Body on 15
January 2016, under the provisions of Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2015.

Prahlad Singh Patel inaugurated the exhibition on Indian Heritage in Digital
Space
Union MoS Culture and Tourism (Independent Charge) Prahlad Singh Patel
inaugurated the exhibition on Indian Heritage in Digital Space and First
International Heritage Symposium at National Museum, New Delhi The
exhibition will be open till 15 February 2020.
Organized by:
The exhibition was organized by Ministry ofCulture and Tourism in collaboration
with the Indian Institute of Technology, New Delhi.
Indian Heritage in Digital Space:
The visitors will be able to see the recreations of the socio-cultural life and
traditions of Hampi, architectural and conjectural reconstructions of several
important structures and experience demystification of many murals in the
exhibition.
The initiative of the use of technology in heritage is very important as it should not
be limited to research only
The exhibition aims to reach people in a way that they get a chance to know and
understand the unseen aspects of heritage sites easily.
It also introduces the history and features of heritage through the use of
technology.
A person who comes to the museum is guided by the use of technology so that it
enriches their experience of the visit.
This special exhibition showcase adaptation and infusion of technologies being
developed under the Indian Digital Heritage (IDH) initiative of the Department of
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Science and Technology (DST), Government of India in the cultural heritage
domain of the country.

Dr. M M Kutty inaugurated fuel conservation mega campaign Saksham in
New Delhi
Secretary, Petroleum and Natural Gas Dr. M M Kutty inaugurated fuel
conservation mega campaign 'Saksham' in New Delhi on 16 January 2020. The
campaign was organized by the Petroleum Conservation Research Association
(PCRA). The campaign will be held for a month.
Aim:
The annual event of Saksham aims at creating mass awareness among the public
about conventional fuel conservation.
Saksham:
GoI has set to double to 11% by 2040.
The campaign is aimed to address the target and India's share of primary energy
demand not only petroleum conservation but the creation of a sustainable
development model.
It highlights the major advantages of fuel conservation, and help in a progressive
reduction of carbon footprint
The campaign leads to fulfilling government's commitment to a greener
environment.
The Secretary also flagged-off the publicity vans of PCRA which will visit states
and spread the message of fuel conservation.

Centre to help states to set up vehicle tracking system
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has announced that is will provide
support to state governments to help them set up monitoring centres that will
track public service vehicles including buses and cab operators like Ola and
Uber. The move aims to ensure the safety of passengers using public transport in
the country.
Transport vehicles monitoring centres:
Supreme Court-mandated all public transport vehicles to have vehicle tracking
systems and emergency buttons with effect from 1 January 2020.
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All the states have made small progress in setting up the monitoring centres.
Hence, the transport ministry is to provide financial support under the Nirbhaya
Fund which is managed by the Ministry of Women & child development.
The estimated cost of the project is Rs.463 crore. Out of the total estimated
amount, the Centre will bear Rs.332 crore, while the states will share Rs.131 crore.
Background:
Earlier, due to lack of funds, the State governments were not able to set up vehicle
monitoring centres. The Centre aims to provide a grant to states for effective
implementation of the system. States like Kerala and Uttarakhand have established
the centres but was not even able to know if public vehicles have these features
since there is no body established to monitor these.

VigyanSamagam to be held from 21 January to 20 March in New Delhi
A multi-venue mega-science exhibition 'Vigyan Samagam' has been scheduled to
be held in New Delhi from 21 January to 20 March 2020 at the National Science
Centre (NSC), New Delhi. The first-of-its-kind exhibition is being hosted in
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Kolkata, and Delhi from May 2019 to March 2020. The
exhibition has been hosted for around two months at each venue.
It was held in Mumbai from 8 May to 7 July 2019, in Bengaluru from 29 July to 28
September 2019 and in Kolkata from 4 November to 31 December 2019.
Organized by:
The exhibition is jointly organized by the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE)
and Department of Science and Technology (DST), Ministry of Science &
Technology, GoI.
Aim:
The aim is to highlight the value and impact of fundamental research to a broad
cross-section of the audience including students, academician, and industry. The
exhibition also aims to further strengthen India's participation in mega-science
Projects
Vigyan Samagam exhibition:
Vigyan Samagam exhibition will showcase India's contribution to international
collaborations on fundamental science and research, and providing a common
interactive platform for mega-science Projects, industry, academia, and institutions.
It provides a science communication platform for members of civil society,
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policymakers, representatives of print and electronic media.
It also ushers fundamental science and research as a strong career option for
youngsters.
The audience is expected to pave the way for greater interaction between all
stakeholders in ideas including cross-fertilization.
The Mega-science collaborations have proposed to showcase:
1. European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN)
2. Facility for Antiproton and Ion Research (FAIR)
3. India-based Neutrino Observatory (INO)
4. International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER)
5. Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory (LIGO)
6. Square Kilometre Array (SKA)
7. Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT)
School activities like quizzes, drawing contests, essay-writing, and popular outdoor
programmes like science awareness cyclothon, etc. will be carried out during
VigyanSamagam.

Government mandates hallmarking of gold jewellery
The government has notified that it is to mandate hallmarking of gold jewellery
and artefacts with effect from 15 January 2021. The jewellers have been given
time for the implementation of this notification. Jewellers who violate this will be
punished under the provisions of the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016.
New rules:
The notification state that only registered jewellers will be allowed to sell the
hallmarked gold articles through certified sales outlets.
As per the notifications, the registered jewellers will be allowed to sell jewellery
and artefacts only in three grades of gold, 14, 18 and 22 carat, instead of ten
grades earlier.
The mandatory hallmarking is not required for gold that is meant for exports.
The new rules are not applicable to any article which is intended to be used for
dental, medical, veterinary, scientific or industrial purposes
Gold hallmarking:
Gold hallmarking is a purity certification of the gold and is voluntary in nature at
present. Since April 2000, the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is already running
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a hallmarking scheme for gold jewellery. Also, around 40% of gold jewellery is
currently being hallmarked.
Hallmarked gold jewellery will have four components namely BIS mark, purity in
carat and fineness, assaying and hallmarking centre's identification mark/number,
and jeweller's identification mark/number.

Arunachal Pradesh inked a MoU with IUCN to red-listing of orchids
Arunachal Pradesh inked a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the
International Union for Conservation of Natures (IUCN) to red-listing of
orchids.Arunachal Pradesh becomes the 1st state in the country to initiate the
International Union for Conservation of Natures (IUCN) red listing at the state
level. The state government will collaborate with the IUCN in carrying out the redlist assessment of the orchids in the state. The IUCNs Red List of Threatened
Species is a critical indicator of the health of the worlds biodiversity. A powerful
tool to inform and catalyze action for biodiversity conservation and policy change
is essential to protecting natural resources.International Union for Conservation
of NatureInternational Union for Conservation of Nature is an international
organization working in the field of nature conservation and sustainable use of
natural resources.Headquarters: Gland, Switzerland
CEO: Grethel Aguilar - Jun 2019
Members: 1300

DV Sadananda Gowda launches APNA UREA Sona Ugle brand of HURL
Chemicals and Fertilizers Minister D.V. Sadananda Gowda launched the APNA
UREA - Sona Ugle brand of Hindustan Urvarak and Rasayan Limited
(HURL) at a function in New Delhi.HURLHURL is a Joint Venture Company
promoted by the three Maha Ratna Companies - Coal India Limited, NTPC
Limited, and Indian Oil Corporation Limited. The objective of making the country
self-reliant in Urea, Prime Minister directed for the revival of five major sick or
shutdown fertilizer plants. The Government approved the revival of three sick Urea
plants located at Gorakhpur, Sindri, and Barauni by HURL. The other two plants at
Ramagundam and Talcher will commence production soon. The country is
importing 70 to 80 Lakh metric tonne of fertilizer every year. The commissioning
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of these five units, the total production of Urea, will increase by over 63 Lakh
Metric Tonne per annum. The revival of five Urea plants would reduce dependence
on imports.

National Information Centre sets up Centre of Block Chain Technology in
Bengaluru
National Informatics Centre (NIC) set up the Centre of Excellence (CoE) in
Blockchain Technology in Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Aim:
The main aim is to provide Blockchain as a service and to allow all stakeholders to
benefit from shared learning, experiences, and resources. The Centre of Excellence
in Blockchain Technology is held by the Union Minister for Law & Justice,
Communications and Electronics & Information Technology, Shri Ravi Shankar
Prasad. The event will be attended by several dignitaries from the Central and State
governments.National Informatics Centre (NIC)National Informatics Centre
(NIC), as a premier technology advisor and ICT solution provider to the
Government at all levels always taken the first step to introduce the latest
technologies and services in government, be it the introduction of ICT in
Government. The establishment of NICNET or National Knowledge Network
(NKN), development of critical e-Governance solutions, and a host of other
services required by the Government. Blockchain technology is upcoming & niche
technology and adoption of the same in sectors such as health, finance, agriculture,
and various other industries would aid the government in implementing various
programs and provide trust and immutability to the assets. The CoE has developed
Blockchain-based Proof of Concepts (PoCs) for select government use cases to
understand the potential benefits provided by this emerging technology. The Centre
of Excellence will facilitate the Government Departments in building proof of
concepts for the use of Blockchain technology in different dimensions of
governance, leading to large scale deployment of some such applications. The
National Informatics Centre (NIC) providing a robust and agile infrastructure, the
CoE shall also offer Blockchain as a Service (BaaS) for efficient hosting of the
Blockchain network.

Pariksha Pe Charcha 2020 to be held at Talkatora Stadium in New Delhi
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Students teachers and parents across India are waiting for Prime Minister Narendra
Modis interaction program Pariksha Pe Charcha-2020. The event will be held at
Talkatora Stadium in New Delhi. The two thousand students, parents, and teachers
will be participating from all over the country.Pariksha Pe Charcha programIn
February 2018, during the first edition of the Pariksha Pe Charcha program, the
Prime Minister spoke of the importance of Anuspardha rather than Pratispardha.
Vansh Aggarwal, a student of Modern Vidya Niketan.

NITI Aayog and Union Territory of Ladakh signed MoU for Development of
Infrastructure Projects
NITI Aayog entered into a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the UT
administration on 17 January 2020. The MoU NITI Aayog will be supporting the
UTs administration through its crucial initiative Development Support Services to
States for Infrastructure Projects (D3S-i). The MoU executed in the presence of
NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant and Joint Secretary MC Jauhari. It will be signed
by NITI Aayog Senior Adviser Dr. Yogesh Suri and Adviser to the Lieutenant
Governor of Ladakh Umang Narula.
The partnership thrust on the identification of high-impact priority projects,
expedited project implementation, addressing structural-level issues, and creating
unique models of development for the Union Territory of Ladakh. NITI Aayog
committed to assist the UTs administration in creating a strategic plan for
identifying prioritized infrastructure projects and by providing end-to-end
transaction-management support for the identified projects. The team of
professionals is expected to be stationed at Ladakh for the identification and
development of projects in the UT especially in tourism, solar energy, and
necessary infrastructure.

India prepares for Corona Virus-Steps of Health Ministry
India monitoring the happenings in China and other countries after two died and 41
were confirmed to be infected with Coronavirus.
India is preparing from WHO (World Health Organization) that the infections of
the virus are linked to the seafood market. International travelers from China
examined thoroughly using thermal scanners. These are currently being done at
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Mumbai, Delhi, and Kolkata.
India
India is one of the world's largest seafood producers and top exporter of fish and
fish products to the major developed markets of the world such as US, Europe,
South East Asia, Japan, and the Middle East. The sector contributes 1.1% of India's
GDP and 5.2% of the share of agriculture's GDP of India. India's buoyant seafood
industry emerged as the largest group in agricultural exports of the country. The
government initiatives and policy support, The Marine Products Exports
Development Authority (MPEDA), forecasts that India will achieve an export
target of USD 10 billion by 2022.

Electric vehicles are future of India Elecrama conference at Noida
Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash Javadekar explained that
the electric vehicles are the future of the country as they are eco-friendly and
helpful in the reduction of carbon footprint. The fourteenth edition of Elecrama - a
conference for discussion on new trends and innovation for energy transition at
Greater Noida. The Saubhagya Yojana benefitted 3.5 crore households through
electrification. The Saubhagya Yojna within the period. The Government
incentivized the use of LED Bulbs, which has decreased a substantial amount of
power consumption, also resulting in more significant savings for the consumers.
The electricity is a tool that empowers every individual, and the Government is
committed to empowering every household with electricity connection.

Fifteen Finance Commission to hold meetings with stakeholders of the State of
Goa
The 15th Finance Commission will visit the State Goa and hold meetings with the
State Government and other stakeholders on 23rd -24th January 2020.
Chairman, Sh will head the Commission. N.K. Singh and include all its Members
and senior officials. The Commission had a meeting with the Principal Accountant
General of Goa, who made a detailed presentation to the Commission on the States
finances. The Finance Commission has separate meetings with the representatives
of the States Urban Local Bodies (ULBs), Rural Local Bodies (RLBs),
representatives of Trade and Industry bodies of the State, and representatives of the
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Political Parties of Goa. The Commission is scheduled to have a detailed meeting
with the Chief Minister of Goa along with other Ministers and senior State
Government officials.

Gujarat ranked top for water efficiency Delhi among worst performing states
Gujarat ranked the best for parameters on efficiency targets in the review of state
and Central government water departments by the ministry of Jal Shakti. Rajasthan
is the third-best, and Delhi is among the worst-performing states, according to the
ranking for 2019 circulated to different state governments recently. The seven
Central departments reviewed, the Survey of India, got the top billing followed by
the National Institute of Hydrology (NIH) and Central Water Commission. The
Central Pollution Control Board, the countrys pollution watchdog, has got the
lowest rank in the ranking for the year 2019. Telangana got the top slot, and this
years topper, Gujarat, was ranked seventh last time. Delhi. Among the states that
significantly improved its ranking was Tamil Nadu.
Central government
The departments ranked on parameters for procurement, finance, real-time data
acquisition system, data digitization, analytical work, training, and updating MIS.
The agencies are given a score out of 100, and those scoring between 48 and 100
are called satisfactory; the ones scoring between 40 and 48 are moderately
satisfactory. The ranking is moderate considering moderate is 48 to 100 points, the
water resource departments of nine states, union territories, and river basin
organizations ranked as satisfactory, eight are moderately satisfactory, four
moderately unsatisfactory, and 12, including Delhi, are in the unsatisfactory
category. The states that have done satisfactory work under the project are Andhra
Pradesh, Gujarat SW, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Maharashtra Rajasthan,
Telangana, and West Bengal SW. SW stands for the surface water department and
GW for the groundwater department. Gujarat surface water department scored
80.51 to be on top of the implementing agencies, followed by Damodar Valley
Corporation with a 68.24 score and Rajasthan with a score of 66.73. The other
states have scored less than 50, indicating that there is a vast scope of improvement
in these states to achieve the national water targets. Rajasthan ranked 16th in the
April-May 2018 rankings. In the rankings issued in December 2019, the country
has made a quantum jump and is among the rules for the best management of its
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water resources.

Union Government red flags 40,000 businesses for excess tax rebate claims
GST authorities zeroed in on about 40,000 companies for claiming excess or
wrongful tax rebates be pursued for the recovery of tax dues. The authorities can
recover tax dues from the identified companies with electronic communication such
as emails and text messages. The union government recently stepped up efforts to
mobilize revenue collection by launch a crackdown on tax evaders and those who
have claimed rebates over the taxes paid on raw materials and services procured.
The Electronic communications to such identified taxpayers and fraudulent refund
seekers and over-invoice users would be followed by visits from GST field
formations to make them abide by the law and pay tax dues in time. The drive will
cover all businesses that have claimed excess tax rebates, have not filed tax returns,
or have given information that fails to match with what their suppliers have
disclosed. The revenue department set a target of collecting 1.15 trillion in GST
each in January and February and 1.25 trillion in March. The central and state
governments have collected over 9 trillion in GST.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
China operationalised the world's largest radio telescope, FAST
China operationalized the world's largest radio telescope in southwest Chinas
Guiyang city, the capital of Guizhou province. TheFAST telescope is was launched
after three years of trial operation.
FAST telescope:
The Five-hundred-meter Aperture Spherical radio Telescope (FAST)
telescope is with a diameter of half-a-kilometer. It is dubbed as China Sky Eye.
The device is expected to make major scientific discoveries.
FAST is 2.5 times as sensitive as the second-largest telescope in the world.
It is capable of receiving a maximum of 38 gigabytes (GB) of information per
second.
The receiving area of the telescope is around 30 football fields.
The cost of the telescope is around theUS $170 million.
The telescope includes a 5 km radius as the core zone, 5 km to 10 km radius as the
intermediate zone and a peripheral zone that covers 10 km to 30 km in radius.

Scientists found the oldest material on Earth from an ancient meteorite
Scientists found a meteorite that was crashed into rural southeastern Australia in a
fireball in 1969 contained the oldest material ever found on Earth. The stardust
predated the formation of the solar system by billions of years.
Oldest meteorite:
The oldest of 40 tiny dust grains trapped inside the meteorite fragments were
retrieved around the town of Murchison in Victoria state.
It dated back to about 7 billion years ago which is about 2.5 billion years before
the sun, Earth and the rest of the solar system formed.
All of the dust specks that were analyzed in the research came from before the
solar system's formation which is known as pre-solar grains.
About 60% of them dated between 4.6 and 4.9 billion years old. Among the
stardust, the oldest 10% dated to more than 5.6 billion years ago.
The pre-solar grains from the meteorite was examined by Philipp Heck, curator of
meteorites at Chicago's Field Museum. It had a piece of the meteorite in its
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collection.
In order to separate the oldest grains from the relatively younger ones of the
meteorite, scientists crushed fragments of the meteorite into a powder. It was then
dissolved in acid, which left only the pre-solar particles.

ISRO to launch GSAT-30 on 17 January from French Guiana
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is to launch a communication
satellite (geosynchronous satellites) GSAT-30 onboard the Ariane-5 launch vehicle
(VA 251) from French Guiana, northeastern coast of South America on 17 January
2020.
GSAT-30:
GSAT-30 weighs around 3,357kg
The main purpose of GSAT-30 is to serve as a replacement to INSAT-4A
spacecraft services with enhanced coverage
The satellite will provide Indian mainland and islands coverage in Ku-band
It has extended coverage in C-band that covers Gulf countries, a large number of
Asian countries and Australia.
The life span of the GSAT is 15 years
ISRO said the communication payload of GSAT-30 is specifically designed and
optimized to maximize the number of transponders on the spacecraft bus.
The satellite would be extensively used for supporting VSAT network, television
uplinking and teleport services, cellular backhaul connectivity, DTH television
services, digital satellite news gathering (DSNG), and many other applications.
One Ku-band beacon downlink signal is transmitted for ground-tracking purposes.

Russia to begin Gaganyaan space astronauts training by 2020 January
The Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Development of North Eastern
Region (DoNER), Atomic Energy and Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh announced that
the training for Gaganyaan space astronauts will start their training from the third
week of January 2020.
Space Astronauts training:
The training of the Indian astronauts for India's first human space mission will take
place in Russia.
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India has selected four astronauts for the human space mission.
The astronauts shortlisted for the mission will receive training for 11 months. All
four astronauts selected for the mission are male candidates. Their identity was not
revealed.
The astronauts will receive module-specific training in India.
They will be trained in crew and service modules designed by the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO), learn to operate it, work around it and do
simulations.
Bahubali GSLV Mark-III, India's heaviest launch vehicle, will is expected to
carry astronauts to space.
The Union Cabinet approved Rs.10,000 crores for the Gaganyaan project.
Gaganyaan will be the first to ever human space mission conceived and developed
in India.
Note: The first Indian to go into space was Rakesh Sharma in 1984 but the
spacecraft in which he went was not Indianspacecraft.

A new species of bone-eating worm has been discovered in the Gulf of Mexico
Scientists discovered a new species of bone-eating worm during a study to
investigate the deep ocean's ecosystem. The bone-eating worm is yet to be
named. It is the first of its kind found in the Gulf of Mexico.
Discovery:
For the study, the scientists dropped alligator carcasses into the Gulf of Mexico.
The species crawled on the corpse of an alligator on the ocean floor and completely
consumed its soft tissue within 51 days.
The bone-eating worm belongs to the Osedax family, a genus of deep-sea bone
worms.
The new species is native to the Gulf of Mexico.
It has also been discovered that the clade to which the new species belongs is
widely distributed from California to Japan to Antarctica
Currently, there is no obvious biogeographic pattern to its discovery in the Gulf of
Mexico.

ISRO launched GSAT-30 on 17 January from French Guiana
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Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully launched India's
communication satellite GSAT-30 onboard the Ariane-5 launch vehicle (VA 251)
into a Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO) on 17 January 2020 from Kourou
launch base, French Guiana.
GSAT-30:
GSAT-30 weighs around 3,357kg
The communication satellite aims to serve as a replacement to INSAT-4A
spacecraft services with enhanced coverage
The satellite is expected to provide coverage in Ku-band that covers Indian
mainland and islands
It has extended coverage in C-band that covers Gulf countries, a large number of
Asian countries and Australia.
The life span of the GSAT is 15 years
The communication payload of GSAT-30 is specifically designed and optimized to
maximize the number of transponders on the spacecraft bus.
The satellite will be extensively used for supporting VSAT network, DTH
television services, television uplinking and teleport services, cellular backhaul
connectivity, digital satellite newsgathering (DSNG), and many other applications.
One Ku-band beacon downlink signal is transmitted for ground-tracking purposes.

Indian scientist Sakya Singha Sen awarded Merck Young Scientist Award
2019
Sakya Singha Sen from National Chemical Laboratory awarded as Merck Young
Scientist Award 2019 for performing remarkable research in chemical science. Sen
and his research team specializes in main group chemistry and involves in the
synthesis of compounds with main group element and their catalytic application.
The catalysts used mostly belong to precious metals platinum, palladium, iridium.
These are very expensive, and their abundance in the earth is very less.This award
is instituted by Merck. He is a science and technology company operating
worldwide.Merck Young Scientist AwardMerck Young Scientist Award is given
to researchers with less than ten years of experience with expertise in solving some
of the toughest problems in chemical sciences.
CSIR-National Chemical LaboratoryNational Chemical Laboratory is an Indian
government laboratory based in Pune, in western India.Founded: 1950
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Director: Ashwini Nangia
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ENVIRONMENT
Second wetland bird count of Kaziranga recorded 96 species of wetland birds
The officials of the Kaziranga National Park, Assam, and Avian specialists
conducted the Second wetland bird count on 9-10 January 2020. The survey said
that Kaziranga has 96 species of wetland birds. The survey covered four ranges of
the park namely Agoratoli, Kohora, Bagori, and Burapahar.
Survey:
As per the report, a total of 19,225 birds belonging to 96 species under 80 families
are present in the National park.
The first waterfowl census was taken in 2018. It yielded 10,412 birds covering 80
families from 21 families.
Goose count topped the list With 6,181 individuals. It was followed by the
common teal at 1,557 and northern pintail at 1,359. All the 3 species belong to the
family anatidae.
The other species with notable numbers in the list include gadwall, common coot,
Indian spot-billed duck, lesser whistling duck, little cormorant, tufted duck,
ferruginous duck, Asian openbill, Eurasian wigeon, northern lapwing, spot-billed
pelican, and ruddy shelduck.
The national park has more than 250 seasonal water bodies.
More than half the birds, around 9,924, and 85 of the 96 species were recorded in
Agoratoli Range. The reason is that Sohola wetland is in this range. Sohola is the
largest of Kaziranga's 92 perennial wetlands. More than 34% of the birds counted
were found in Sohola.
Kaziranga National Park:
Kaziranga National Park is one of the highest for wildlife preserves in India. It
was established in 1908. It is located about 220 km east of Guwahati, Assam. It is a
World Heritage Site since 1985. The park is governed by the Government of Assam
and Government of India. The park is home to two-thirds of the world's great onehorned rhinoceroses. It has a total area of 1,030 sq km with a core area of 430 sq.
km.
Note: The first wetland bird survey in Kaziranga National Park, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, was conducted in 2018 since 1985.
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Australian Koalas become endangered in bushfires
The Australian government is to declare koalas as an endangered species after
the bushfire crisis. It destroyed 30% of the habitat of koalas across the country.
Australian bushfire:
Since September 2019 the Australian bushfires have been raging. It is one of the
worst in its history. The bushfire has killed 26 people, burned over 10 million
hectares of land, destroyed over 2,000 homes and pushed many species towards
extinction. It has been recorded that over 1.25 billion animals were dead in the
wake of bushfires. Also, the experts believe that hundreds of billions of
insects may have been wiped out.

Arunachal Pradesh signs MoU with IUCN to red List Orchids
Arunachal Pradesh has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the
IUCN on 13 January in Arunachal Pradesh. The MoU was signed by Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests Manmohan Singh Negi and the IUCNs country
representative Dr. Vivek Saxena. The environment & forests department is the
nodal department for executing the project.
MoU Highlights:
According to the MoU, the Arunachal Pradesh state government will collaborate
with the IUCN and carry out a red-list assessment of the orchids in the state.
The state has become the first state to initiate the International Union for
Conservation of Nature's (IUCN) red listing at the state level.
The project will be spread across the state in 12 months
Many workshops on red list assessment will be conducted by experts from the
IUCN.
IUCN:
Founded on: 5 October 1948
Located at: Gland, Switzerland
Director-General: Grethel Aguilar
President: Zhang Xinsheng
IUCN aims to conserve nature and work for the sustainable use of natural
resources. It collects data and conducts research, analysis, field projects, advocacy,
and education.
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IUCN Red List:
The IUCN's Red List of Threatened Species is a critical indicator of the health of
the world's biodiversity. The list has been acting as a powerful tool to inform and
catalyze action for biodiversity conservation and policy change. IUCN has
projected that it is complexities to protect natural resources.
Arunachal Pradesh:
Governor: Brig. (Dr.) B.D. Mishra (Retd.)
Chief Minister: Pema Khandu
Capital: Itanagar
Literacy rate: 66.95%
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BILLS & ACTS
Centre promulgated Ordinance to amend coal mining laws
The Central government announced the promulgation of the ordinance for
amendment in the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) (MMDR)
Act, 1957 and the Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015.
Ordinance:
On 11 January 2019, the Union Cabinet approved the promulgation of Mineral
Laws (Amendment) Ordinance 2020. The ordinance aims to ease the auction of
coal mines, allow Foreign direct investment (FDI) and enhance ease of doing
business.
Provisions of the Ordinance:
The amendments Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015 will offer unexplored
and partially explored coal blocks for mining through prospecting license-cummining lease (PL-cum-ML).
It will enable any India-registered company to invest in the coal mining sector
and develop coal blocks. The companies must have prior experience of mining in
India to bid for the blocks.
It will allow FDI in the coal mining sector by removing the restrictions and
eligibility criteria for participation.
Easing restrictions on end-user is expected to open up the coal sector for
commercial mining for all local and global firms.
GoI expects to attract investments from Indian and global corporates as Coal
India has been tasked to produce one billion tonnes by 2023-24.
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DEFENCE
GoI to acquire 200 aircraft for Air Force
Centreis planning to acquire around 200 aircraft for the Indian Air Force (IAF).
The aim is to cope with the depleting aerial inventories of IAF. The announcement
about the acquisition was made by the defence secretary Ajay Kumar.
Contract for LCAs:
IAF is also in a move to finalize a contract for 83 Light Combat Aircraft (LCA)
Mark 1 A as the contract for Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL)-manufactured
83 LCA Tejas Mark 1 A advanced fighter jets are about to be completed. It is
expected that 83 LCA Tejas Mark 1 A, the advanced fighters, will meet the urgent
needs of India. The contract for the LCAs will be signed in 2020.
IAF's aircraft types:
IAF currently has Mirage 2000 aircraft, Sukhoi 30 MKI aircraft, Mig 29 aircraft,
Jaguars and Mig 21 Bisons in its inventory of fighter jets.
About IAF:
Established on: 8 October 1932
Headquarters: New Delhi
Commander-in-Chief: President Ram Nath Kovind
Chief of the Air Staff: Air Chief Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria
Vice Chief of the Air Staff: Air Marshal Harjit Singh Arora
The main responsibility of IAF is to secure Indian airspace. It also conducts aerial
warfare during armed conflict.

Two Indian Coast Guard Ships are commissioned at Kolkata
Defence Secretary Ajay Kumar commissioned two Indian Coast Guard Ships
(ICGS) namely Annie Besant and Amrit Kaur on 12 January 2020 at Kolkata.
ICGS:
The ships are 48.9 m long and 7.5 m wide, with a displacement of 308 tonnes.
The ships can achieve a maximum speed of 34 knots.
It is powered with MTU 4000 series engines and propelled by three 71S type III
Kamewa water jets by Rolls Royce.
The ships can undertake multi-faceted tasks such as search and rescue,
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surveillance, interdiction, and medical evacuation.
The ships are fitted with new technology, sensors, navigation and communication
equipment, and machinery.
They equipped with Bofors 40/60 guns and 12.7 mm Stabilised Remote Controlled
Gun (SRCGs) to enhance the fighting efficiency of the ship.
The ships carry one Rigid Inflatable Boat (RIB) and a Gemini boat each for swift
boarding and search and rescue operations.
ICGS Annie Besant ship is commanded by Commandant (JG) Sunny Deo and
ICGS Amrit Kaur is commanded by Commandant (JG) Himanshu Mishra.

Indian Navy gets Fuel HFHSDIN 512, a special NATO class diesel
M/s Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) launched the new fuel High Flash
High-Speed Diesel (HFHSD) IN 512, with revised technical specifications on 13
January 2020.
Benefits:
India will be able to ensure interoperability amongst foreign navies during fleet
exercises.
It will provide fuel of quality better than that mandated to all foreign navies under
bilateral/ multi-national logistics support pacts including Logistics Exchange
Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA).
This fuel will help India to produce world-class products.
It will benefit other M/s IOCL consumers likethe Indian Coast Guard (ICG) and
other merchant marines in the future.
It will mark a new high with quality fuel available to all foreign Navy ships at
Indian ports during exercises with the Indian Navy.
It will enhance equipment reliability, performance, reduced carbon footprint,
emissions
This fuel will be the key enabler in the Indian Navy's 'Mission Based
Deployment' on a global scale.
Background:
The Indian Navy (IN) in collaboration with M/s IOCL carried out an extensive and
thorough analysis and a comparative evaluation of existing international regulations
like ISO, MARPOL, NATO, etc. to leverage technology and improve refining
techniques available in the Indian petroleum industry. As a result, a revised
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technical specification that consists 22 test parameters
parameters cetane number, oxidation stability, flash point,
sulphur content, and Cold Filter Plugging Point (CFPP) was
specification will ensure better quality fuel and result in
footprint.

including critical
sediment content,
designed. The new
a reduced carbon

Aviation Ministry announces to register drones by 31 January
The Aviation Ministry announced a scheme that providing a window up to 31
January for voluntary registration of all drones and their operators. Those who fail
to register will face action under the Indian Penal Code and the Aircraft Act.
Reason:
The move comes after the top Iranian General Qasem Soleimani was killed in a
US drone attack. Also, the Ministry has noticed the presence of drones that do not
comply with civil aviation requirements (CAR).
Scheme:
Individuals who possess drones should complete the process of online registration
by 31 January 2020.
This will facilitate the identification of civil drones and drone operators
It is a one-time opportunity for voluntary disclosure of such drones and drone
operators
Co-chair of a Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry
(FICCI) committee on drones, Ankit Mehta reported that the number of illegal
drones in India is likely to be between 50,000 and 60,000
Note:
The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) on 27 August 2018 issued the
CAR to regulate the use of civilian drones in the Indian airspace.

Exercise Sahyog Kaijin began in Chennai port
Indo-Japan joint-exercise Sahyog-Kaijin began on 16 January 2020 at the
Chennai port. This is the 19th edition of the exercise that is being conducted
between the two Coast Guards.
Aim:
The exercise is aimed at further strengthening bilateral ties and mutual
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understanding between the two coast guards. It also aims to enhance
interoperability in communication, search and rescue procedures and sharing of
best practices.
Key highlights:
During the exercise, various activities including official calls reciprocal visit
onboard ships, sporting events like basketball matches, cultural interactions will be
carried out.
Professional interactions between personnel of both the coast guards will be
organized.
The exercise mainly focuses on search and rescue, anti-piracy and pollution
response.
Participants:
From the Japanese side, Japanese Coast Guard Patrol Ship Echigo and a
60-member crew and from the Indian side, a total of four ICG ships, their aircraft
and a vessel from the National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT) are
participating in the exercise.
Exercise Sahyog-Kaijin:
The exercise Sahyog-Kaijin is in line with the Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC)
signed between the Indian Coast Guard and Japan Coast Guard in 2006. Since
then, there have been regular interactions including high-level visits, training
exchanges, annual joint exercises, workshops, and seminars.

CSIR partners with DRDO to produce the Saras engine
The Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) has partnered with the
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) to produce the Saras
engine.
Collaboration:
CSIR will take up the project jointly designing and developing an aero-engine
which is a highly complex task.
All major systems of the Saras engine, except the power plants, are indigenous.
The prototype version of the Saras is being developed by the CSIR's National
Aeronautical Laboratory (NAL).
The engine is powered by two Canadian Pratt and Whitney PT6A turboprop
engines.
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These are mounted on the rear of the fuselage instead of the wings and face
rearwards.
A 14-passenger Saras plane which is currently undergoing flight trials will also
have the capability to taxi in reverse. This special feature is not very common in
aircraft.
Taxiing in reverse requires the jet blast from the engines to be directed forwards.
Before approving the design, the NAL will conduct 20 test flights of the Saras.
The engine will be produced by the state-owned Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL).
National Aeronautical Laboratory (NAL):
NAL was established in 1959 by the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR) in Delhi. It is headquartered in Bengaluru. The firm functions along with
HAL, DRDO, and ISRO. It holds the primary responsibility to develop civilian
aircraft in India.
Note: Since the mid-80s, DRDO has been developing the Kaveri engine that was
initially meant for the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) but has not been successful.

Indian Army conducted the Exercise Winged Raider
The Indian Army conducted the airborne Exercise Winged Raider in the NorthEastern theatre on 10 January 2020. It is the Army's biggest airborne exercise. It
comprises of more than 500 special forces troops. It was conducted from 6-10
January.
Exercise Winged Raider:
Before the exercise, a series of preparations including the movement of special
forces and rallying up of transport aircraft of the Indian Air Force was held from 6
January.
The newly inducted equipment and aerial platforms were validated with clockwork
precision and seamless integration between the Indian Army and IAF in difficult
terrain.
The exercise included Special Forces personnel parachuting from C-130
Hercules and C-17 Globemaster transport aircraft of the Indian Air Force
(IAF), besides Dhruv helicopters during the day and night.
Exercise Winged Raider demonstrated the operational readiness of the Air
Warriors and Paratroopers to undertake airborne missions
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The exercise was telecasted live to all field formation headquarters in the theatre.
The exercises focused on the frontier with China.
Capacity building exercises including building roads to forward areas, habitats,
storage for ammunition and moving some of the advanced weapons systems to the
eastern side were held during the exercise.
The exercise by the army rebalanced its deployments and resources on the western
and northern fronts.
Participants:
Over 500 soldiers of the Special Forces participated in the exercise.

Rajnath Singh flagged off 51st K9 VAJRA-T Gun from Larsen and Turbo
Armoured System Complex in Gujarat
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh flagged off 51st K9 VAJRA-T Gun from
Larsen & Toubro (L&T) Armoured System Complex at Hazira, Gujarat on 16
January 2020. The participation of the private sector in defence manufacturing is
toward fulfilling the government's commitment to make India an arms
manufacturing hub and net defence exporter.
51st K9 VAJRA-T Gun:
51st K9 VAJRA-T gun weighs 50 tonnes
It can fire 47kg bombs at 43 kilometre distant targets
It can also turn around at zero radius.
In 2017, L&T won the Rs.4,500 crore contract from the Ministry of Defence to
supply 100 units of K9 Vajra-T 155 mm/52 calibre tracked self-propelled gun
systems to the Indian Army.
The K9 Vajra contract involves the delivery of 100 such systems in 42 months.
This is the largest contract awarded to a private company by the Ministry of
Defence (MoD).
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Nitin Gadkari confer National Highways Excellence Awards
The National Highways Excellence Awards will be conferred by the Union
Minister for Road Transport & Highways and Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) Shri Nitin Gadkari in New Delhi on 14 January 2020. The
award by the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways acknowledges the
exceptional work that is done in various aspects of highway management.
Award:
It recognizes the agencies that go beyond the scope of their work to deliver the
finest quality of services.
The 7 categories of the award is:
1) Excellence in Project Management
2) Excellence in Operation and Maintenance
3) Excellence in Toll Management
4) Excellence in Highway Safety
5) Innovation
6) Outstanding Work in Challenging Conditions
7) Green Highway
A total of 104 applications were received under the seven categories on an online
application platform designed by National Informatics Centre (NIC). An
esteemed jury panel checked all the aspects of each project and finalized 12
winners under the 7 categories for the award.
Also, Toll authorities with the best implementation of FASTag technology will be
awarded for increased automation in toll collection.
National Highways Excellence Awards:
The award instituted in 2018. The award aims to create a spirit of healthy
competitiveness amongst all stakeholders involved in the development of highway
infrastructure in the country. It encourages to contribute to the larger goal of
expanding the road network in the country.

Ishwar Sharma was honoured with 2020 the Global Child Prodigy Award
Ishwar Sharma from the UK has been honoured with the Global Child Prodigy
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Award 2020. The award recognized for the achievements in spiritual discipline
yoga. He received his Certificate of Achievement at a special event attended by
Nobel Laureate Kailash Satyarthi and Dr. Kiran Bedi, Lieutenant Governor of
Puducherry, in New Delhi in January 2020.
He was chosen from the UK for the awards which honour child prodigies from
across 45 countries and 30 different categories such as biking, choreography,
paleontology, fitness and martial arts, among others. The award will now give him
an opportunity to be an ambassador for yoga and spread the message.
Ishwar Sharma:
A 10-year-old schoolboy and under-11 yoga champion were chosen from the UK
for the awards which honour child prodigies from across 45 countries and 30
different categories. Sharma who is originally from Mysore has participated in over
100 yoga events across the UK and worldwide.
He has started an e-petition with the UK government to include yoga in the national
school curriculum and nearly 20,000 people signed. He is promoting a yogic
lifestyle to combat climate change and help yogic methods to improve mental
health among children and adults.
Global Child Prodigy Awards:
The award is a Global Talent Recognition for Child Prodigies. The award
recognizes the kids below 15 years who are extraordinary in their own way. 100
Global Child Prodigies will be recognized and will be featured in the Global Child
Prodigy Award Book 2019.

Dibrugarh district won the 2020 Plastic Waste Management Award
Assam's Dibrugarh district won the Plastic Waste Management Award 2020. It
was awarded for being the best district of India in the plastic waste management
category during Swachhta Hi Sewa 2019. The award was received by Pallav
Gopal Jha, Deputy Commissioner from renowned Bollywood actor Amir
Khan at a function held at Pride Plaza, Aerocity in Delhi.
The award recognizes the innovative and effective efforts taken by the district in
managing plastic waste in rural areas of the district. The function was organized by
the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation of the Ministry of Jal Shakti.
Swachhta hi Seva 2019:
Swachhta hi Seva 2019 is a nationwide awareness and mobilization campaign on
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Swachhta. It was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at Mathura on 11
September 2019.
Under the campaign, massive awareness and mobilization programs were organized
in the Dibrugarh district. The campaign was aimed to generate awareness on singleuse plastic waste collection, segregation and effective disposal under the Swachh
Bharat Mission-G (SBM).

Sindhi writer Vasdev Mohi to received the 29th Saraswati Samman
Sindhi writer Vasdev Mohi has conferred with 29th Saraswati Samman for his
short stories collection 'Chequebook'. The short stories collection talks about the
agonies and sufferings of marginalized sections of the society.
Vasdev Mohi:
Vasdev Mohi was born in 1944 in Mirpur Khas. Mohi's repertoire includes 25
books of poetry, critical pieces, translated works, and short stories. His critical
essays and papers have appeared in national and international literary seminars. He
has also received several awards, including the Sahitya Akademi Award,
Gangadhar Mehar National Award, Sindhi Sahitya Academy Award, and Lifetime
Achievement Award of Sindhi Academy. He has authored 25 books of poetry,
stories, and translations.
Saraswati Samman:
Saraswati Samman is given annually by the KK Birla Foundation. It carries a cash
award of Rs.15 lakh rupees, a citation, and a plaque.
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SPORTS
Jasprit Bumrah to receive the Polly Umrigar Award
Indian Cricketer Jasprit Bumrah is selected to receive the Polly Umrigar Award
for malecategory for the year 2018-19. He is awarded for being the best
international cricketer at the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) Annual
Awards. It has been scheduled to be held in Mumbai.
Jasprit Bumrah:
Jasprit Bumrah is currently ranked as the world no.1 One Day International (ODI)
bowler. Bumrah has made his Test debut during India's tour of South Africa in
January 2018. He scalped a five-wicket haul in South Africa, Australia, England,
and the West Indies. He become the first and only Asian bowler to reach the
milestone. He has has 62 wickets to his name in the longest format of the game
while 103 scalps from 58 ODIs.
Other awardees:
Poonam Yadav will receive the Polly Umrigar Award for the Female category.
Anjum Chopra and Krishnamachari Srikkanth will receive the Col CK
Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Award
Cheteshwar Pujara will receive the Dilip Sardesai Award. He is awarded for
being the highest run-getter in Tests during the 2018-19 period.Pujara had scored
677 runs from eight Tests, averaging 52.07.
Mayank Agarwal has been chosen for the best international debut in the men's
category
Shafali Verma will receive the best international debut in the women's category

India topped the Annual Ranking by Nation 2019 by ISSF
India topped the Annual Ranking by Nation (Rifle, Pistol & Shotgun ISSF
World Cups for the year 2019 by International Shooting Sport Federation
(ISSF). It is followed by China and the United States. India leads the standings
with 30 medals overall. The tally stood at 21 gold, 6 silver, and 3 bronze.
China stood second with a medal tally of 11 gold, 15 silver, and 18 bronze.
The USA stands third with a medal tally of six gold six silver and three bronze.
The top 10 countries in the list are:
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Aashman Taneja sets Guinness world record in Taekwondo
Aashman Taneja, a five-year-old boy, from Hyderabad has set the Guinness
world record in Taekwondo for the most full contact knee strikes in one-hour
non-stop.
Aashman Taneja:
Aashman is a Taekwondo player and an athlete at a very young age. He won silver
in the USA World Open Taekwondo. He attempted the Guinness World Record for
the most full contact knee strikes in one- hour non-stop and achieved more than
1200 knee strikes successfully.
Taekwondo:
Taekwondo is an Asian (Korean) martial art and combative sport. It emphasizes
head-height kicks, fast kicking techniques and jumping and spinning kicks. It was
first developed and played during the 1940s.

Anshu Malik won silver in 2020 Rome Ranking Series
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Indian teenage wrestler Anshu Malik won in the women's 57kg freestyle event of
the season 's first major competition, the Ranking Series in Rome. She lost
to Nigeria's Odunayo Adekuoroye for the score 10-0.
Rome Ranking Series 2020:
Rome Ranking Series 2020 was announced by the United World Wrestling. The
event is being held from 15-18 January 2020. The event included all three wrestling
styles: freestyle, women's wrestling, and Greco-Roman and will influence seeding
for the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo. The Series will influence the top four seeds
at the Tokyo Olympic Games.

Haryana dominates Wrestling by winning six gold medals in Khelo India
Youth Games
Haryana continues its dominance in wrestling at the 3rd Khelo India Youth Games
in Guwahati. Haryana won six of the 11 gold. Maharashtra got three gold medals
in wrestling and reached 150 marks on the medals tally with 42 golds overall.
Haryana retained the second spot with 111 medals, including 36 gold. Delhi is third
and Uttar Pradesh in the fourth position.
Khelo India Youth Games
Khelo India Youth Games formerly Khelo India School Games, meaning Play India
Youth Games held annually in January or February.
First event: 2018
Last event: 2019

Kuldeep Yadav became the fastest Indian spinner to take 100 wickets in ODIs
Kuldeep Yadav became the fastest Indian spinner to claim 100 wickets in ODI
during the second match against Australia in Rajkot. The left-arm wrist-spinner
reached the milestone in his 58th match when he got rid of Alex Carey for 18 in
the 38th over of the Australian run chase. The fastest to 100 wickets was Harbhajan
Singh in 76 matches.
Kuldeep Yadav
Kuldeep is the third-fastest Indian bowler to take 100 ODI wickets behind current
teammates Mohammed Shami who reached the milestone in 56 matches and Jasprit
Bumrah in 57 games.
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Vinesh Phogat won gold medal in Rome Ranking Series
Vinesh Phogat won her first gold medal of the 2020 season at the Rome Ranking
Series. Anshu Malik settled for a silver in 57kg competition in Rome. The two
fierce Chinese rivals on her way to the 53kg gold medal bout in which she
overpowered Ecuador's Luisa Elizabeth Valverde 4-0. She won by technical
superiority against Khrystyna Bereza (10-0) and Lannan Luo (15-5) before getting
the better of Qianyu Pang (4-2).

Sania Mirza won women doubles title of WTA International trophy at Hobart
Sania Mirza lifted the WTA Hobart International trophy with partner Nadiia
Kichenok after edging out Shuai Peng and Shuai Zhang in the final. The unseeded
Indo-Ukrainian pair pipped the second seed Chinese team 6-4 6-4. Sania begun
well in the Olympic year warmed up for the Australian Open. Sania's 42nd WTA
doubles title and first since Brisbane International trophy in 2007. Sania did not
compete on the WTA circuit in the entire 2018 and 2019 seasons to start a family
with Pakistani cricketer husband, Shoaib Malik.The second set could not have
started better for them as they broke the Chinese rivals to take early lead and
consolidated the break with an easy hold.The game of the Chinese was falling apart
as they dropped serve again in the third but broke back immediately to repair some
damage.Sania and Nadiia were now feeling the heat at 0-30 in the sixth game but
Peng and Zhang let them hold serve for a 4-2 lead. The Chinese though kept
fighting and made it 4-4 with another break in the eighth game.The Indo-Ukraine
team raised its game when it mattered as it broke Peng and Zhang for one final time
in the ninth and served out the match in the next game.Sania and Nadiia split USD
13580 as prize money and earned 280 ranking points each for their winning effort.
2019 Hobart International
The 2019 Hobart International a women tennis tournament played on outdoor hard
courts. It was the 26th edition of the Hobart International and part of the WTA
International tournaments of the 2019 WTA Tour.
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ARTS & CULTURE
Statue of Unity enters 8 Wonders of SCO list
The 182-meter tall Statue of Unity in Gujarat enters Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation's '8 Wonders of SCO' list. The announcement was made by
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar announced on 13 January. SCO aims to
promote tourism among member nations.
Statue of Unity:
The Statue of Unity stands the tallest statue in the world. It is a monumental tribute
to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel who is independent India's first home minister and
deputy prime minister. PM Narendra Modi inaugurated the Statue of Unity or
Sardar Patel's statue on the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel's 143rd birth anniversary.
He was fondly known as the Iron Man of India.
It stands in the mid of the Narmada River, on the islet of Sadhu Bet. Sardar Patel is
credited for unifying all of the 562 princely states in pre-independence India to
form what is today the Republic of India. The statue is made up of 1,900 tonnes of
bronze, 1,850 tonnes of bronze cladding, 70,000 metric tonnes of cement and
24,500 metric tonnes of steel.
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OBITUARY
Odia Filmmaker Manmohan Mohapatra passed away
Odia Filmmaker Manmohan Mohapatra passed away on 13 January in
Bhubaneswar, Odisha. He died due to the prolonged illness. He was 69-years-old.
Manmohan Mohapatra:
Mohapatra was born in 1951. He studied filmmaking at the Film and Television
Institute of India (FTII) in Pune. He made his first short film 'Anti-Memoirs' in
1975. In 1976, his first film 'Sita Rati' won him the National Film Award for Best
Feature Film in Odia. Mohapatra directed a few Hindi films including Bits and
Pieces. The veteran filmmaker directed documentaries namely Voices of Silence
and Konark: The Sun Temple.
Awards:
He had won eight consecutive National Awards for his films Sita Rati, Majhi
Pahacha, Nisiddha Swapna, Klanta Aparanha, Niraba Jhada, Bhinna Samaya.
His work Niraba Jhada won a National Award. Mohapatra received the Best
Director Award for Odia film Bhija Matira Swarga recently.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
World Future Energy Summit began on 13 January in Abu Dhabi
The World Future Energy Summit began at the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition
Centre (ADNEC), Abu Dhabi on 13 January 2020. The theme of the summit
is Rethinking Global Consumption, Production, and Investment. The event will
be held from 13-16 January 2020 in ADNEC, Abu Dhabi.
Events:
The four-day event includes exhibition and forum programs that address energy,
solar, water, waste and smart cities.
It also focuses on clean energy generation, water sustainability
The summit discussed the ways in which digital innovation can help to improve
the quality of life in an urban environment.
Along with the summit, the Climate Innovations Exchange (CLIX) will be held.
Participants:
Around 35,000 people from 170 countries are participating in the summit. 90
speakers, including music star and philanthropist Akon, Paul Kagame, the president
of Rwanda and Sheikh Hasina, the prime minister of Bangladesh, among others are
the noted participants of the summit.
World Future Energy Summit:
World Future Energy Summit is an annual event. It was first held in 2011. The
summit invites innovators, academicians, political leaders and industry leaders to
creates new business and investment.

Workshop-cum-exhibition on Bamboo-A wonder grass was held at Jammu
The Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Ministry of Development of
North
Eastern
Region,
Dr.
Jitendra
Singh
inaugurated
a workshop-cum-exhibition on Bamboo-A wonder grass at Convention Centre,
Jammu on 11 January. The workshop was held on 11-12 January 2020.
Organized by:
The workshop was organized by the Ministry of Development of North Eastern
Region (DoNER), North Eastern Council (NEC), Cane and Bamboo Technology
Centre (CBTC), Guwahati, Assam, and Department of Social Forestry,
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Government of J&K.
Highlights:
The workshop discussed the bamboo cultivation that can revolutionize the
industry in Jammu and Kashmir in a cost-effective manner and can open new gates
for the young start-ups.
The two-day Bamboo workshop-cum-exhibition put forth various
recommendations for the growth of the Bamboo industry in J&K on the pattern of
the North Eastern Region.
1) Identifying and increasing the coverage of appropriate species of bamboo in J&K
through tissue culture research
2) Promoting bamboo-related farmers and organizations and bamboo clusters
throughout the bamboo producing areas of J&K with the involvement of PRIs.
3) Capacity building of J&K farmers and bamboo entrepreneurs at Cane and
Bamboo Technology Centre (CBTC) Assam.
4) A collaboration of CBTC with the J&K Government to set up of Common
Facility Centers and Bamboo Technology Parks.
5) Promoting the use of bamboo as a construction material for eco-tourism, rural
housing and community buildings in rural areas.
6) The partnership between North East Handicrafts & Handlooms Corporation
Ltd(NEHHDC) and J&K Government to assist the J&K artisans for the
promotion and marketing of bamboo products and handicrafts.

India-Bangladesh Information and Broadcasting Ministers Meet held in New
Delhi
India - Bangladesh Information and Broadcasting Ministers' Meet 2020 is
being held in New Delhi on 14 January 2020. Bangladesh Information Minister
Muhammad H Mahmud is participating in the meeting.
Agenda:
The content sharing programme will be inaugurated by the Bangladesh official
broadcaster Bangladesh Betar and All India Radio.
Both the countries are expected to hold talks on the bilaterally planned biopic of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the founding figure of Bangladesh.

Renewable Energy Investors Meet was organized by Indian Railways and
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REMCL
Renewable Energy Investors' Meet 2020 was held on 9 January in New Delhi.
The meet was organized by Indian Railways and Railway Energy Management
Company Ltd. (REMCL).
Aim:
The Investors' Meet aimed to disseminate information about the opportunities
available under renewable energy in Indian Railways.
Various experience of developers with Railways and key benefits of partnering
with Indian Railways was showcased during the meet.
The investors shared their expectations of being partners in the journey of
renewable energy of Indian Railways.
The participants acknowledged the efforts of Indian Railways in leading the
development of renewable energy
They re-affirmed their strong support to Indian Railways on the path of going
green and achieving the net-zero carbon emissions target by 2030.
Participants:
Many leading financiers and institutions including Department for International
Development, Government of United Kingdom (DFID), GIZ from Germany, AFD
from France, Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited (IREDA),
Asian Development Bank (ADB), State Bank of India (SBI), Punjab National Bank
(PNB) were present in the event. Many leading renewable energy organizations
including Softbank Energy, L&T, Renew Power, Gensol, Sembcorp, SunEdison,
and Amplus Solar participated in the meeting.

IIM Kozhikode to hosts an International Conclave on Globalising Indian
Thought
An International Conclave on Globalising Indian Thought from 16-18 January
2020. It is organized by the Indian Institute of Management Kozhikode (IIM
Kozhikode), Kerala. It was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi through
video conferencing.
Globalising Indian Thought:
The conclave will witness representations from renowned academicians, public
figures and the presentation of more than 100 world-class research papers.
It is expected that the keynote, plenary talks, panel discussions and paper
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presentations about Globalizing Indian Thought (GIT) will open ways for a
deeper understanding of the concept and will advance the meaningful probe into its
nuances.
The thematic discussion features panelists Prof. Alok Chaturvedi of Purdue
Indiana University, Scientist Dr. Vijay Chauthaiwale moderated by Shri Prabhu
Chawla, Editorial Director of The New Indian Express Group.
Best research papers will be awarded during the programme.

First session of India-Norway DIT was held in New Delhi
The first Session of India-Norway Dialogue on Trade & Investment (DTI) was
held in New Delhi on 15-16 January 2020. The session was co-chaired by Joint
Secretary, Department of Commerce, Nidhi Mani Tripathi, and Director General,
Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries, Mr. Erling Rimestad.
Highlights:
The Session was preceded by an industry interaction with the representatives from
the Indian industry on 15 January 2020. The discussions included various areas of
mutual interest like the blue economy, shipping & maritime, Information and
Communications Technology (ICT), renewable energy, fisheries, and MSME.
Both the countries exchanged views on the available investment opportunities
Presentations were made by the Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor Development
Corporation (DMICDC) and Invest India.
The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) and
the Department of Economic Affairs (DEA) highlighted various policy initiatives
of the Government for promoting investment in the country.
The session pointed out the dynamic nature of the commercial exchange between
the two countries that will result in an increasing number of companies interested in
establishing and gaining access to the markets in India and Norway.
Participants:
Representatives from the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), and officers from
Departments of Commerce, DPIIT, Fisheries, Chemicals & Petrochemicals,
Economic Affairs, Ministries of External Affairs, Food Processing, Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises, New and Renewable Energy, Power, Science and
Technology, Shipping, Tourism and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship
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participated in the event.
Background:
The Session of India-Norway Dialogue was based on the Terms of Reference
(ToR) signed between India and Norway on 8 January 2019 in New Delhi. It was
signed during the visit of Prime Minister of Norway Erna Solberg. This first
Session of India-Norway Dialogue on Trade & Investment (DTI) is the first
meeting held after the signing of DTI.
Norway:
Capital: Oslo
Monarch: Harald V
Prime Minister: Erna Solberg
Currency: Norwegian krone (NOK)

Raisina Dialogue 2020 Highlights
Raisina Dialogue 2020 was held from 14-16 January 2020. The inaugural session of
the dialogue was addressed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar attended the dialogue. This dialogue is India's annual global
conference on geopolitics and geo-economics. The fifth edition of the Raisina
Dialogue was held in New Delhi.
Organized by:
The Conference was organized by Observer Research Foundation in
collaboration with the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India.
Aim:
The dialogue aims to discover solutions, identify opportunities and provide stability
to a century that has witnessed an eventful two decades. The Raisina Dialogue 2020
is titled Navigating the Alpha Century.
Highlights:
The conference included intensive deliberations with over 80 sessions and panel
discussions on topics including The India Way: Preparing for a Century of Growth
and Contest, Hacking Democracy: Defending Pluralism in the Digital Age
Competing Nationalisms, Universal Norms: Street Power in 21st Century
Diplomacy, Cracks on the Roof of the World: Growth, Stability and Assault Rifles
in the Heart of Asia were held.
The dialogue covered 5 thematic pillars namely:
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1) the nationalist impulses challenging global institutions and collective action
2) the role of technologies in determining political
3) the debate on the global trading architecture, economic and military power
4) the global development agenda
5) the state-individual relationship in the age of digital communities and
cyberspace.
Participants:
Over 700 international officials, of which 40% were women, participated in the
event. Around 12 foreign ministers, including the foreign ministers of Australia,
Maldives, Russia, Iran, Denmark, Africa, Estonia, Czech Republic, Hungary,
Latvia, South, Uzbekistan and the European Union (EU), the National Security
Adviser (NSA) of Afghanistan, the Deputy NSA of the United States and several
other ministers of state were among others.
Raisina Dialogue:
Raisina Dialogue was initiated in 2016. It is a multilateral conference which is
organized to address the most challenging issues facing the global community.
The dialogue is held every year in Delhi. It discusses cooperation on a wide range
of pertinent international policy matters. It explores prospects and opportunities for
Asian integration and Asia's integration with the larger world.

Ladakh Food Processing Summit gathers huge participation
Ladakh Food Processing Summit titled Building Partnerships for Inclusive
Growth in Food Processing Sector was held on 16 January 2020.
Organized by:
The summit was organized by the Department of Industries & Commerce, Ladakh
in association with the Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Government of
India and Invest India.
Aim:
Ladakh Food Processing Summit aimed to carry out a value chain mapping of food
processing in Ladakh. It recommends strategies for integrating the local population
into food processing and agriculture activities, to maximize the potential of the
sector.
Ladakh Food Processing Summit:
The administration of UT Ladakh is making efforts to give a boost to the food
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processing industry in Ladakh.
Food production added with value will reap maximum will benefit for the local
growers.
Discussions to boost the interest and talent through expert guidance from the
Government of India and supporting agencies were held.
During the summit, Invest India presented various schemes to support the sector
followed by presentations by representatives from the National Institute of Food
Technology and Entrepreneurship Management (NIFTEM), Indian Institute of
Food Processing Technology (IIFPT) to provide required technical and skilling
expertise.
Participants:
Over 170 participants including Food producers of Ladakh especially, apricots,
barley, peas, apples, seabuckthorn, organic vegetables, Indian Army, bankers,
farmers, entrepreneurs, cooperatives, bakers, dairy farmers, unemployed youths,
milk, and meat both from Leh and Kargil district participated in the summit. Apart
from officers from the Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI), technology
experts from NITFAM, Indian Institute of Food Processing Technology (IIFPT),
Banks working in Ladakh, and also buyers from the Army participated in the
summit.

MSME-EPC organized summit to boost NE entrepreneurs
The Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) Export
Promotion Council (MSNE-EPC) is organizing the first three-day summit from
17 January 2020. It is organized by the Assam state government.
Aim:
The aim is to aspire entrepreneurs in the North East to pave the way for the
development of entrepreneurship and businesses by women and youths of the
region.
MSNE-EPC Summit:
The international summit will focus on existing and aspiring start-ups in sectors
like Agri and food processing, horticulture, tea, coffee, organic farming.
The event will focus on motivating women, youths and artisans to become jobgivers instead of being job seekers.
Discussion on health wellness, Ayush, IT and electronics, biotech and bio plants,
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innovation, petroleum sector, culture and tourism, textile and handloom and tribal
women livelihood clusters will be held.
Entrepreneurs, business practitioners, innovators, banks and financial institutions,
innovators, venture capitalists, consultants, policy makers, academicians, tax and
company law experts will share their ideas in the particular fields of expertise.
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SCHEMES
Smriti Irani launches welfare scheme for women in Goa
Union Minister for Women and Child Development and Textiles, Smriti Irani
launched 3 welfare Schemes namely the Yashaswini Scheme for Women
entrepreneurship, Swasthya Sahayak Project and breast cancer screening
initiative for womenin Goa in the presence of Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant
and State Health Minister Vishwajit Rane.
Yashaswini scheme:
Under the Yashaswini scheme, women self-help groups (SHGs) will be given
interest-free loans of up to Rs.5 lakh for business. Also, Adarsha Satari Mahila
Mandal Guleli -Sattari, Phoenix Women's Wing Self-Help Group, Umang SelfHelp Group, Salcete, Valpoi -Sattari were also given loans under the scheme. It
aims to support women entrepreneurs in the state.
Swasthya Sahayak scheme:
Under the Swasthya Sahayak scheme, primary healthcare workers and Anganwadi
workers will be given a diagnostic kit. It will help them to conduct basic diagnostic
tests at people's doorstep so that every individual will be given basic health care.
The diagnostic kit was developed by the Public Health Foundation of India, in
association with Procter and Gamble to manufacture and supply the kits using
corporate social responsibility (CSR) fund.
Breast cancer screening initiative:
Under the breast cancer screening initiative, the Anganwadi and healthcare workers
will screen women for breast cancer using handheld devices. The initiative aims
to reach out to the women in rural parts of the state. It is expected that the delivery
of health services will become more accessible and affordable. Using this
device, 20,000 women will be screened for breast cancer.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Michael Patra is appointed as RBI Deputy Governor
The government has appointed Michael Patra as the Deputy Governor of
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). The appointment was approved by
the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC). He will hold the office for a
period of three years.
Michael Patra:
Patra is a member of the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC). He will replace
Viral Acharya, who left the post in July 2019. He will be the fourth Deputy
Governor of the central bank. He will be in charge of monetary policy and remain
on the MPC. Patra is currently the executive director (ED) of the Monetary Policy
Department.
Patra holds a doctorate in economics from the Indian Institute of Technology. He
was considered a monetary policy hawk.

Janak Raj to be the third internal member of the monetary policy committee
Janak Raj is expected to be appointed as the third internal member of the
central bank in the monetary policy committee (MPC). He is currently serving
as Reserve Bank of India's principal adviser in the monetary policy department. He
will replace Michael Patra, the executive director of the monetary policy
department, who was elevated as deputy governor.
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC):
The MPC consists of 6 members, out of which three are RBI's internal members
and three are external experts.
As per the law, by default, the Governor and the Deputy Governor of RBI who are
in-charge of monetary policy are the two RBI internal members of MPC. The third
member could be any RBI officer. Therefore, RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das and
deputy Governor Michael Patra are the two RBI internal members of MPC.
Note:
RBI has four deputy governors. Two of them are promoted from within the ranks
of RBI. And the remaining two, one is a commercial banker and another, an
economist.
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IPS officer AP Maheshwari appointed as new CRPF DG
IPS officer Anand Prakash Maheshwari took over as the new director-general
of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), the world's largest paramilitary
force on 15 January 2020. He will retire in February 2021. He will replace ITBP
Director General S S Deswal who was given the additional charge to head the
CRPF.
AP Maheshwari was handed over the ceremonial DG baton at the CRPF
headquarters at Central Government Offices (CGO) complex, New Delhi.
Anand Prakash Maheshwari:
Anand Prakash Maheshwari is a 1984-batch IPS officer of Uttar Pradesh cadre. He
was appointed the new CRPF chief on 13 January after its earlier DG R R
Bhatnagar retired on 31 December 2019. He was also accorded a guard of honour
by force personnel.
He was serving as a special secretary (internal security) in the Ministry of Home
Affairs prior to this appointment. He has earlier worked in the CRPF as inspector
general (IG) and deputy IG. He has headed the Bureau of Police Research and
Development (BPRD) and served as an additional DG in the Border Security Force.

Bipul Behari Saha elected as a bureau member of IUPAC
A noted chemist Bipul Behari Saha has been elected as a bureau member of
the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC). He will serve
for a period of 2020-23. Currently, he is serving as the Director-R&D, L.R.
Research Laboratories Pvt Ltd, which is a wholly-owned subsidiary of NACL
Industries Limited, Hyderabad.
Saha is only the second Indian to be elected for this prestigious position in over a
century. Previously,CNR Rao, former Director of the Indian Institute of Science
and Bharat Ratna, held the position in 1979.
Bipul Behari Saha:
Saha has been served as an Executive Committee Member of the IUPAC
Committee on Chemistry and Industry. He is the first Indian to hold the position.
He is also the National Representative of India in the IUPAC Division of Chemistry
and Environment and a member of the IUPAC Inter-Divisional Committee on
Green Chemistry for Sustainable Development.
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He was a Principal Investigator and member of the steering committee of the New
Millennium Indian Technology Leadership Initiative Project which is sponsored by
the Government of India. He has carried out research with Nobel Laureate
Professor Derek Barton.
International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC):
IUPAC was established in 1919 by chemists from industry and academia for
international standardization in chemistry. It is the largest global organization of
Chemistry professionals. IUPAC is comprised of 12 Committees and 8 Divisions.
It is responsible to name all new compounds and elements, declare atomic weights
and physical constants, update the Periodic table and carry out research projects.

National Book Trust appointed Lt Col Yuvraj Malik as director
Lt Col Yuvraj Malikappointed as theDirector of the National Book Truston
deputation from the Indian Army. He will replace Sahitya Akademi-awardee
writerRita Chowdhury.He served with the Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Home
Affairs, Raj Bhawan in Jammu & Kashmir, United Nations Missions in Africa, and
several operational areas. National Book Trust came under theMinistry of Human
Resource Development.The officer served with the Ministry of Defence, Ministry
of Home Affairs, Raj Bhawan in Jammu & Kashmir, United Nations Missions in
Africa, and several operational areas in administrative and operational assignments,
including Jammu and Kashmir, Sikkim, Punjab, and Rajasthan. The 15 years of
administrative experience in various capacities in government organizations.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
Lohri day is celebrated on 13 January
Lohri day is celebrated on 13 January every year in India. Lohri is termed as the
festival of farmers in Northern India. It is observed a night before Makar
Sankranti.
Celebration:
The harvest festival is majorly celebrated in the North of India.
During the festival, the people offer prayers to the Sun God, Mother Earth, the fire
and the fields for prosperity, health, and a good harvest.
They offer peanuts, gur ki Rewari, and makhana to the bonfire
People dance while singing popular folk songs.
Lohri:
The origin of Lohri can be traced back to the Indus Valley civilization. According
to the Hindu solar calendar, Lohri falls in the Paush month, which is around 13
January. The earth is closest to the sun at this point in time. The festival marks the
receding winters and the beginning of a new harvest season. Lohri marks the new
harvest season.
The festival is known by different names in different parts of India. In Bengal,
people celebrate it as Makar Sankranti, in Assam, it is called Bihu, in Tamil
Nadu, it is known as Pongal, and in Kerala, it is referred to as Pongala.

Fourth Armed Forces Veterans Day is observed on 14 January
The 4th Armed Forces Veterans Day is observed on 14 January every year. The
day is observed as a mark of respect and recognition of the services rendered by
Filed Marshal KM Cariappa OBE. The day acknowledges and honours the selfless
devotion and sacrifice of the veterans in the service of the nation.
Celebration:
The 4th Armed Forces Veterans Day will be celebrated in Delhi. The day will
commence with a homage ceremony at the National War Memorial. Wreaths will
be laid by Chief of Integrated Defence Staff to the Chairman, Chiefs of Staff
Committee (CISC), serving three-star officers and veteran officers and Junior
Commissioned Officers (JCO) from all three services.
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Admiral Karambir Singh, Chief of the Naval Staff will be the Chief Guest at the
occasion which will be held at Manekshaw Centre, Delhi Cantt.
Approximately 2000 veterans participated in the celebrations.
Armed Forces Veterans day is also celebrated at seven other Command
Headquarters of Army, Navy, and IAF.
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will preside over the event at Jaipur and Minister
of State for Defence Shripad Naik at Mumbai.
NOTE:
The Armed Forces Veterans Day is observed each year on 14 January since 2017.
Marshal KM Cariappa OBE is the first Indian Commander-in-Chief of the
Indian Armed Forces who retired on 14 January 1953.

Army Day is observed on 15 January
Army Day is observed on 15 January every year. India celebrates 72nd Army
Day on 15 January 2020. The special event was organized on this day in the
national capital, Delhi. Army Command headquarters in the national capital, as
well as in other parts of the country, celebrate the occasion by organizing military
parades and other shows of strength.
History:
The Indian army was officially established on 1 April 1895. But, only in 1949,
after independence, the Army got its first chief. On 15 January, command of the
Indian Army was handed over from General Sir Francis Butcher to Lieutenant
General KM Cariappa. The transfer of power from the British to India signifies
an important moment in Indian history.
Note:Indian army has 1.4 million active military personnel. China has the largest
army in the world. When it comes to being powerful, India stands fourth behind
the US, China, and Russia.

IMD celebrated its 145th Foundation Day on 15 January
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) celebrated its 145th Foundation
Day on 15 January 2020. The day was celebrated by the Ministry of Earth Science.
IMD:
Established on: 1875
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Headquarters: New Delhi
Ministers responsible: Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Earth Sciences
Director-General: Dr. Mrutyunjay Mohapatra
IMD functions under the Ministry of Earth Sciences. IMD has marched forward
with various milestones and paradigms to serve society.
IMD's initiatives and achievements:
Five observatories of IMD namely Nungambakkam in Chennai, Colaba in
Mumbai, Panjim, Pune, and Thiruvananthapuram has been recognized as longterm observing station for more than 100 years by WMO.
27 Doppler Weather Radars are operational in India
13 Radiosonde/Radio Wind stations were commissioned in 2019
Monthly Meteorological Register (MMR) - Online was made operational at all
surface observatories with effect from 1 October 2019.
Three transmissometer 'RVR - Drishti System' was installed at Kochi,
Thiruvananthapuram, and Bhubaneswar
Agromet Observatories have been installed at Five AMFUs in Roorkee,
Bhubaneswar, G. Udaigiri, Pusa and Agwanpur
IMD in collaboration with the National Centre for Medium-Range Weather
Forecasting (NCMRWF) and Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IITM)
implemented Thunderstorm and Lightning Modelling and Warning System.
Regional WRF mesoscale model upgraded from 9 km to 3 km resolution.
IMD launched its new website www.mausam.imd.gov.in for the general public and
Mobile App MEGHDOOT for Agromet Advisory Services.
The new website of Air Quality Early Warning System for Delhi has been
launched during 2019.
IMD has also won many appreciations and awards since its establishment.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
IIFPT signs MoU with 8 Institutes in India to help small farmers
The Indian Institute of Food Processing Technology (IIFPT), Bathinda signed
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 8 different reputed institutes of the
region in the states of Punjab and Haryana. IIFPT signed and exchanged the MoUs
with the VC's and Director's of the 8 Universities, Colleges, and Institutes.
Aim:
The MoU was aimed to increase the income of small farmers. It also aims to open
new opportunities for the benefit of farmers.
MoU Provisions:
The MoU will empower the farmers and entrepreneurs to take benefits from the
Gram Samridhi Yojana under which the Ministry of Food Processing
Industries has got Rs.3000 crores for upgradation of technology.
The MoU will let the Universities, Colleges, and Institutes work in collaboration
with each other to achieve the vision of PM Modi to increase the income of small
farmers.
It will facilitate a collaborative programme of research, consultancy, skill
development, institutional development, information dissemination, and student's inplant training. The linkage will strengthen the mutual bond and relationship
between the partners.
The 8 institutes that signed the MoU are:
1) Punjab Agricultural University (PAU), Ludhiana
2) Maharaja Ranjit Singh Punjab Technical University (MRSPTU), Bathinda
3)Central Institute of Post-Harvest Engg. & Technology (CIPHET), Ludhiana
4)National Dairy Research Institute (NDRI), Karnal
5)Indian Institute of Wheat & Barley Research (IIWBR), Karnal
6)Sant Longowal Institute of Engg. & Tech. (SLIET), Sangrur
7)Guru Nanak College, Budhlada
8)National Agri-Food Biotechnology Institute (NABI), Mohali

Indian Railways signs MoU with RailTel for Phase 2 of e-Office Execution
Indian Railways has signed MoU with RailTel, a Mini Ratna PSU under Ministry
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of Railways, for the phase 2 of the National Informatics Centre (NIC) e-office
project. This comes after the successful completion of the Phase 1 execution of the
NIC e office for 50000 users in 58 units. The MoU signed by ED/TD, Railway
Board, Shri Umesh Balonda, and GM/IT project/RailTel, Smt. Haritima Jaipuriar
Phase 2 of NIC e-office Project:
In phase 2, RailTel will register 39000 users over 34 Railway divisions on the NIC
e office platform by 30 June 2020.
NIC e-Office is a cloud-enabled software developed by NIC
It is deployed from RailTel Tier III certified data centres at Secundrabad and
Gurgaon.
NIC e-office is based on the Central Secretariat Manual of e-Office Procedure
(CSMeOP).
Currently, 4 modules namely File Management System (eFile), Knowledge
Management System (KMS), Collaboration & Messaging Services (CAMS) and
Personnel Information Management System (PIMS), are part of the e-office
system.
E-Office ensures a paper-less culture that saves operational cost and reduces the
carbon footprint which is one of the most urgent needs of the world.
Phase 1:
The phase 1 of NIC e-office execution began with a deadline in March 2020. It
created 50000+ users in 58 units of Indian Railways and trained the executives to
handle the platform in a span of a mere 6 months' time. RailTel completed Project 1
way ahead of the deadline.

India signed MoU with Finland to deepen defence cooperation
India signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Finland on 15 January
2020. The MoU was signed by Defence Secretary Dr. Ajay Kumar and
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Defence of Finland Mr. Jukka Juusti. The
MoU is signed on the sidelines of Raisina Dialogue 2020.
MoU Highlights:
The MoU is aimed at further defence cooperation between India and Finland.
It will enhance co-operation in the field of Production, Procurement, Research and
Development (R&D) of Defence-related Equipment and Industrial cooperation.
The MoU will induce cooperation between Finnish companies and Indian Defence
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Public Sector Undertakings.
Since DefExpo 2018, a draft MoU between the two countries in the field of
defence cooperation was under discussion. It has now been approved in the run-up
to DefExpo 2020.
Background:
In 2019, Mr. Jukka Juusti led a delegation to Aero India in Bengaluru to participate
in the Make in India vision. His visit formalized an arrangement for Defence
Industrial cooperation through an MoU. Also, a delegation from Finland had visited
India between 29 November and 2 December 2018, to explore new business
opportunities for Finnish companies.
Previously, on 13 February 2016, Prime Minister of Finland Mr. Juha Sipila
visited India for the inauguration of the Make in India week and held bilateral
discussions with Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi during his visit to India. On
17 April 2018, Prime Minister Modi held a bilateral meeting with Mr. Sipila during
his first India-Nordic Summit held in Stockholm, Sweden.
Note: DefExpo 2020 is has been scheduled to be held in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
from 5-9 February 2020.

Assam, World Bank sign $88 mn loan agreement to implement Inland Water
Transport Project
World Bank signed an $88 million loan agreement with the Government of India
and the Government of Assam on 16 January 2020. The loan is to help modernize
Assam's passenger ferry sector that runs on its rivers including the Brahmaputra
and implement Inland Water Transport Project.
Inland Water Transport Project:
There are more than 361 ferry routes cross the Brahmaputra in Assam and
provides a crucial means of transport to thousands of commuters in both the urban
and rural areas of the Brahmaputra Valley.
The Assam Inland Water Transport Project (AIWTP) will improve the
passenger ferry infrastructure and its services in the state
It will also strengthen the capacity of the institutions running inland water
transport.
Well designed terminals and energy-efficient vessels will make the ferry services
more sustainable with the least disruption to nature.
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The project will support the state's efforts to corporatize its own ferry activities.
Under the project, the government ferries will be operated by the Assam Shipping
Company (ASC) and the Assam Ports Company (APC) will provide terminals
and terminal services on a common-user basis to both public and private ferry
operators.

GoI signed agreements to end Bru-Reang refugee crisis
Union Minister for Home Affairs Amit Shah headed the signing of an agreement
between the Government of India, Governments of Tripura and Mizoram
and Bru-Reang representatives in New Delhi 16 January 2020. The agreement
will end the 23-year old Bru-Reang refugee crisis. This historic agreement is in line
with PM Modi's vision for the progress of the North East and the empowerment of
the people of the region.
Background:
In 1997, around 5,000 families comprising around 30,000 Bru-Reang tribals were
forced to flee Mizoram and seek shelter in Tripura due to ethnic tension. These
people were housed in temporary camps at Kanchanpur, in North Tripura. Since
2010, the Central Government took efforts to permanently rehabilitate these
refugees and it has been assisting the two State governments to take care of the
refugees. Until 2014, 1622 Bru-Reang families returned to Mizoram in different
batches.
On 3 July 2018, an agreement was signed between the GoI, the two State
governments and representatives of Bru-Reang refugees and 328 families
comprising of 1369 individuals returned to Mizoram.
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INDEX / LIST
WHO released 2020 Global Health Challenges report
The World Health Organization (WHO) released the list of Global Health
Challenges of the forthcoming year on 13 January 2020.
Report Highlights:
The list of Global Health Challenges highlighted 13 potential threats.
The top among the listed threats was Anti-Microbial Resistance (AMR) and
climate crisis.
As per the report, around 7 million people are affected because of climate change.
The report said that climate change has increased malnutrition and is fueling the
spread of infectious diseases such as malaria.
Following these 2, the other threats mentioned in the list include the influenza
epidemic and the spread of infectious diseases such as HIV, malaria, and
tuberculosis.
The report stated that most of the death is due to stroke, chronic respiratory
disease, heart attack, and lung cancer. These diseases are increased by raising levels
of air pollution.
For the first time, Lack of Access has entered the list.
It highlighted that a lack of access to vaccines, diagnostic tools, medicines, and
other essential health products is one of the challenges and threats faced by society.

ASER report showed the learning status of Uttar Pradesh students
The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) was showed over 46% in
Lucknow and 45.9% in Varanasi kids are unable to read or recognize numbers.
The survey covered 1,514 villages, 30,425 households and 36,930 children in the
age group of 4-8 in the state.
Report HIghlights:
The report stated that the children studying in Class 3 in the cities of Varanasi and
Lucknow cannot read or recognize numbers between 1 to 100.
It said that the standard of education continues to remain grim in Uttar Pradesh.
Over 28.1% of kids studying in Class 1 of Lucknow were not able to identify even
numbers from 1-9.
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About 47% fail to recognize numbers from 1-100.
According to the countrywide figures, for age 4-5 years, there were only 50.4%
boys against 56.8% girls enrolled in government schools.
Varanasi:
16.8% of class I children could not read even a letter and 46.5% of class III and
58% of class II children in Varanasi could not read class I texts.
Also, in Varanasi, 45.9% of class III children do not recognize the numbers till 99
while 31.2% of class I children could not recognize 1-9 numbers in the district.

Japan topped the 2020 Henley Passport Index
Henley Passport Index 2020 was launched recently by Henley &
Partners. India ranked 84th in the index. Japan has the world's strongest passport.
The index was based on the data collected from the International Air Transport
Association (IATA).
Report Highlights:
In the index, around 199 different passports and 227 different travel destinations
were considered.
It is based on the number of destinations their holders can access without a visa.
Japan has been holding the top rank positions for the past 3 years. As per the
report, the citizens can access 191 destinations without the necessity of obtaining a
visa in advance.
Top 5 ranking countries:
Japan ranked first
Singapore ranked second
Germany and South Korea shared third
Finland and Italy shared fourth
Denmark, Luxembourg and Spain fifth position
Passport Index:
The passport index provides insights about visa-free travel options. The index score
represents how welcoming the countries are. The index includes the World
Openness score, Welcoming score, Visa- Frees score, and Global Mobility score. If
the scores are high, the passport index is also high and then the passport is said to
be highly powerful.
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VISITS BY PM / PRESIDENT
Mahinda Rajapaksa to visit New Delhi in February
Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa is to visit New Delhi in
February 2020. He will hold a discussion with his counterpart, Narendra Modi. The
dates and the delegation are yet to be firmed up for the visit.
Discussions:
The leaders will discuss the While key bilateral issues including regional security
and the development cooperation at the East Container Terminal in Colombo and
the Trincomalee oil tank farms
This will be Mahinda Rajapaksa's first visit abroad after he was appointed as Prime
Minister by the Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa.
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FESTIVALS
Makar Sankranti is celebrated on 14 January
Makar Sankranti is celebrated on 14 January every year. Makar Sankranti is a
Hindu festival. It is observed in the second week of January every year.
Makar Sankranti:
On this day, people express gratitude to the Sun God Surya and thank the nature
for its abundant resources and good produce during the winter harvest festival. The
day marks the end of the Winter season and the beginning of a new harvest season.
The festival is celebrated in different parts of the country in diverse ways. The day
denotes the entry of the sun into the zodiac sign of Makar, that is Capricorn, as it
travels on its celestial path.
Makar Sankranti is known various names in India like Lohri by north Indian
Hindus and Sikhs, Sukarat in central India, Maghi in Punjab, Magh Bihu by
Assam, Pongal by Tami Nadu, Pongala by Kerala, Uttarayan in Gujarat, Sakraat in
Delhi, Haryana and many neighbouring states.
History:
Sankranti is deemed a Deity. The festival is celebrated as Sankranti killed a devil
named Sankarasur. The information about the celebration of Makar Sankranti is
available in Panchang, the Hindu Almanac.
Note: Makar Sankranti is set by the solar cycle of the Hindu lunisolar
calendar. It is generally observed on a day which usually falls on 14 January of the
Gregorian calendar, but sometimes it falls on 15 January.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) GoI is planning to acquire around ________ aircraft to cope with the
depleting aerial inventories of IAF.
A.180
B.200
C.140
D.158

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Air Force (IAF) is planning to acquire around 200 aircraft. The aim is to
cope with the depleting aerial inventories of IAF. The announcement about the acquisition was
made by the defence secretary Ajay Kumar.

2) GoI expects to attract investments from Indian and global corporates as
Coal India has been tasked to produce _______ billion tonnes by 2023-24.
A.1
B.5
C.8
D.10

Answer A
Explanation GoI expects to attract investments from Indian and global corporates as Coal India
has been tasked to produce one billion tonnes by 2023-24.

3) Where was the Bamboo-A wonder grass held?
A.Kolkata
B.Goa
C.New Delhi
D.Jammu

Answer D
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Explanation The Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Ministry of Development of
North Eastern Region, Dr. Jitendra Singh inaugurated a workshop-cum-exhibition on Bamboo-A
wonder grass at Convention Centre, Jammu on 11 January. The workshop was held on 11-12
January 2020.

4) When was IAF established?
A.1932
B.1940
C.1953
D.1968

Answer A
Explanation IAF was established on 8 October 1932. The main responsibility of IAF is to secure
Indian airspace. It also conducts aerial warfare during armed conflict.

5) Which district won the Plastic Waste Management Award 2020?
A.Dibrugarh, Assam
B.Belonia, Tripura
C.Guntur, Andhra Pradesh
D.Sheohar, Bihar

Answer A
Explanation Assam's Dibrugarh district won the Plastic Waste Management Award 2020. It was
awarded for being the best district of India in the plastic waste management category during
Swachhta Hi Sewa 2019. The award was received by Pallav Gopal Jha, Deputy Commissioner
from renowned Bollywood actor Amir Khan at a function held at Pride Plaza, Aerocity in Delhi.
The award recognizes the innovative and effective efforts taken by the district in managing
plastic waste in rural areas of the district.

6) Who is to confer the National Highways Excellence Awards 2020?
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.PM Modi
C.Union Minister Amit Shah
D.Union Minister Nitin Gadkari
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Answer D
Explanation The National Highways Excellence Awards will be conferred by the Union Minister
for Road Transport & Highways and Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) Shri Nitin
Gadkari in New Delhi on 14 January 2020. The award by the Ministry of Road Transport &
Highways acknowledges the exceptional work that is done in various aspects of highway
management.

7) When was Swachhta hi Seva launched?
A.2014
B.2016
C.2018
D.2019

Answer D
Explanation Swachhta hi Seva 2019 is a nationwide awareness and mobilization campaign on
Swachhta. It was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at Mathura on 11 September 2019.
Under the campaign, massive awareness and mobilization programs were organized in the
Dibrugarh district. The campaign was aimed to generate awareness on single-use plastic waste
collection, segregation and effective disposal under the Swachh Bharat Mission-G (SBM).

8) Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched projects worth ________
during the grand Sesquicentenary Celebrations of the Kolkata Port Trust on
12 January 2020.
A.Rs.300 crore
B.Rs.450 crore
C.Rs.600 crore
D.Rs.870 crore

Answer C
Explanation Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched projects worth Rs.600 crore during
the grand Sesquicentenary Celebrations of the Kolkata Port Trust on 12 January 2020. The
Multimodal development projects include upgraded Ship repair facility at Netaji Subhash Dry
Dock, upgraded railway infrastructure of Kolkata dock system for smooth cargo movement and
riverfront development scheme of the Kolkata Port.
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9) When was the National Highways Excellence Awards instituted?
A.2016
B.2017
C.2018
D.2019

Answer C
Explanation The National Highways Excellence Awards award instituted in 2018. The award
aims to create a spirit of healthy competitiveness amongst all stakeholders involved in the
development of highway infrastructure in the country. It encourages to contribute to the larger
goal of expanding the road network in the country.

10) The Kolkata Port Trust is to be renamed as _________ port.
A.Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
B.Rajendra Prasad
C.Dadabhai Naoroji
D.E M Sankaran Namboodiripad

Answer A
Explanation PM Modi announced that the Kolkata Port Trust is to be renamed as Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Port after Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee to mark the on 150th-year celebrations of
Kolkata Port Trust.

11) The World Future Energy Summit is being held in ________.
A.Iran
B.Afghanistan
C.The UAE
D.Abu Dhabi

Answer D
Explanation The World Future Energy Summit began at the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition
Centre (ADNEC), Abu Dhabi on 13 January 2020. The theme of the summit is Rethinking Global
Consumption, Production, and Investment. The event will be held from 13-16 January 2020 in
ADNEC, Abu Dhabi.
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12) PM Modi released a commemoratives stamp on the ________ years of the
Kolkata Port Trust.
A.75th
B.100th
C.150th
D.250th

Answer C
Explanation PM Modi released a commemoratives stamp on the 150th years of the Kolkata Port
Trust. He also announced that the Kolkata Port Trust is to be renamed as Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Port after Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee to mark the on 150th-year celebrations of
Kolkata Port Trust.

13) When was the first time, the World Future Energy Summit was held?
A.2008
B.2011
C.2014
D.2018

Answer B
Explanation World Future Energy Summit is an annual event. It was first held in 2011. The
summit invites innovators, academicians, political leaders and industry leaders to creates new
business and investment.

14) When is the Lohri day celebrated?
A.12 January
B.13 January
C.14 January
D.15 January

Answer B
Explanation Lohri day is celebrated on 13 January every year in India. Lohri is termed as the
festival of farmers in Northern India. It is observed a night before Makar Sankranti.
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15) What is the theme of the World Future Energy Summit 2020?
A.Tackling Energy Resources For a Sustainable Future
B.Revitalizing the Energy Source and its Dependant Sector
C.Rethinking Global Consumption, Production, and Investment
D.Advancing Energy Technologies to Meet Energy Goals in Future

Answer C
Explanation The World Future Energy Summit began at the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition
Centre (ADNEC), Abu Dhabi on 13 January 2020. The theme of the summit is Rethinking Global
Consumption, Production, and Investment. The event will be held from 13-16 January 2020 in
ADNEC, Abu Dhabi.

16) In Tamil Nadu, the Lohri day is celebrated as ________.
A.Kaarthigai
B.Pongal
C.Soorasamharam
D.Avani Avittam

Answer B
Explanation Lohri festival is known by different names in different parts of India. In Bengal,
people celebrate it as Makar Sankranti, in Assam, it is called Bihu, in Tamil Nadu, it is known as
Pongal, and in Kerala, it is referred to as Pongala.

17) Which Indian Cricketer is to receive the Polly Umrigar Award for male for
the year 2018-19?
A.Rishabh Pant
B.Hardik Pandya
C.Dinesh Karthik
D.Jasprit Bumrah

Answer D
Explanation Indian Cricketer Jasprit Bumrah is selected to receive the Polly Umrigar Award for
male for the year 2018-19. He is awarded for being the best international cricketer at the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) Annual Awards. It has been scheduled to be held in Mumbai.
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18) The officials of the Kaziranga National Park, Assam, and Avian specialists
conducted the ________ wetland bird count on 9-10 January 2020.
A.first
B.second
C.third
D.fifth

Answer B
Explanation The officials of the Kaziranga National Park, Assam, and Avian specialists
conducted the second wetland bird count on 9-10 January 2020. The survey said that Kaziranga
has 96 species of wetland birds. The survey covered four ranges of the park namely Agoratoli,
Kohora, Bagori, and Burapahar.

19) Who won the Global Child Prodigy Award 2020?
A.Ishwar Sharma
B.Jagan Singh
C.Tony Mathews
D.Rajiv Kumar

Answer A
Explanation Ishwar Sharma from the UK has been honoured with the Global Child Prodigy
Award 2020. The award recognized for the achievements in spiritual discipline yoga. Sharma
who is originally from Mysore has participated in over 100 yoga events across the UK and
worldwide.He has started an e-petition with the UK government to include yoga in the national
school curriculum and nearly 20,000 people signed. He is promoting a yogic lifestyle to combat
climate change and help yogic methods to improve mental health among children and adults.

20) When was the first waterfowl census was taken?
A.1998
B.2004
C.2010
D.2018

Answer D
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Explanation The first waterfowl census was taken in Kaziranga National Park in 2018. It yielded
10,412 birds covering 80 families from 21 families.

21) Which Indian Coast Guard Ships (ICGS) is/are commissioned by the
Defence Secretary Ajay Kumar?
A.Annie Besant
B.Samrath
C.Amrit Kaur
D.A&C

Answer D
Explanation Defence Secretary Ajay Kumar commissioned two Indian Coast Guard Ships
(ICGS) namely Annie Besant and Amrit Kaur on 12 January 2020 at Kolkata. The ships are 48.9
m long and 7.5 m wide, with a displacement of 308 tonnes. The ships can achieve a maximum
speed of 34 knots.

22) When was the Kaziranga National Park established?
A.1908
B.1916
C.1920
D.1924

Answer A
Explanation Kaziranga National Park is one of the highest for wildlife preserves in India. It was
established in 1908. It is located about 220 km east of Guwahati, Assam.

23) The Union Home minister Amit Shah launched VISWAS in Gujarat. What
does VISWAS stand for?
A.Video Integration and State Wide Advanced Security
B.Visual Integration and Standard Width Advanced Security
C.Visual Instrument Step-up Wavelength Articulate Security
D.Video Infra-red Standard Webric Advanced Security

Answer A
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Explanation The Union Home minister Amit Shah launched Video Integration and State Wide
Advanced Security (VISWAS) and Cyber Aashvast projects of CCTV network command and
control centre and cybersecurity at Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar on 11 January 2020.
VISWAS was initiated by then Chief Minister Narendra Modi in Gujarat in 2013-14 with a
network of 279 CCTV cameras installed at public places.

24) When was the Kaziranga National Park announced as a World Heritage
Site by UNESCO?
A.1967
B.1973
C.1985
D.1990

Answer C
Explanation Kaziranga National Park is one of the highest for wildlife preserves in India. It was
established in 1908. It is located about 220 km east of Guwahati, Assam. It is a World Heritage
Site since 1985. The park is governed by the Government of Assam and Government of India.

25) Which country announced koalas as an endangered species after the
bushfire that began in September 2019?
A.Australia
B.Africa
C.South America
D.Green land

Answer A
Explanation The Australian government is to declare koalas as an endangered species after the
bushfire crisis. It destroyed 30% of the habitat of koalas across the country. Since September
2019 the Australian bushfires have been raging. It is one of the worst in its history.

26) Who initiated the VISWAS project?
A.Shri Narendra Modi
B.Yogi Adityanath
C.Shri Amit Shah

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 13 - January 19, 2020)

D.Shri Piyush Goyal

Answer A
Explanation The Union Home minister Amit Shah launched Video Integration and State Wide
Advanced Security (VISWAS) and Cyber Aashvast projects of CCTV network command and
control centre and cybersecurity at Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar on 11 January 2020.
VISWAS was initiated by then Chief Minister Narendra Modi in Gujarat in 2013-14 with a
network of 279 CCTV cameras installed at public places.

27) Tata Power Solar Systems Ltd bagged a _________ project from NTPC for
a 250-megawatt solar project.
A.Rs.580 crore
B.Rs.910 crore
C.Rs.1,505 crore
D.Rs.1,400 crore

Answer C
Explanation Tata Power Solar Systems Ltd bagged a megaproject from NTPC for a
250-megawatt solar project under the Central Public Sector Undertakings (CPSU) scheme. The
cost of the project is Rs.1,505 crore. It has been estimated to be completed in a period of 20
months.

28) The Central government announced the promulgation of the ordinance of
Mineral Laws (Amendment) Ordinance 2020 to amend ________.
A.Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 1967
B.Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 1988
C.Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2009
D.Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015

Answer D
Explanation The Central government announced the promulgation of the ordinance for
amendment in the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) (MMDR) Act, 1957 and
the Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015. On 11 January 2019, the Union Cabinet approved
the promulgation of Mineral Laws (Amendment) Ordinance 2020.
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29) Tata Power Solar Systems Ltd bagged a megaproject from NTPC for a
250-megawatt solar project under the _________.
A.Gujarat State Public Sector Undertakings (GPSU) scheme
B.Uttar Pradesh Public Public Sector Undertakings (CPSU) scheme
C.Central Public Sector Undertakings (CPSU) scheme
D.Assam State Public Sector Undertakings (CPSU) scheme

Answer C
Explanation Tata Power Solar Systems Ltd bagged a megaproject from NTPC for a
250-megawatt solar project under the Central Public Sector Undertakings (CPSU) scheme. The
cost of the project is Rs.1,505 crore. It has been estimated to be completed in a period of 20
months.

30) The Aviation Ministry announced a scheme that providing a window up to
_________ for voluntary registration of all drones and their operators.
A.15 January
B.31 January
C.1 March
D.31 March

Answer B
Explanation The Aviation Ministry announced a scheme that providing a window up to 31
January for voluntary registration of all drones and their operators. Those who fail to register will
face action under the Indian Penal Code and the Aircraft Act.

31) Statue of Unity is located in ________.
A.Bihar
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Gujarat

Answer D
Explanation The 182-meter tall Statue of Unity in Gujarat is a monumental tribute to Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel who is independent India's first home minister and deputy prime minister. PM
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Narendra Modi inaugurated the Statue of Unity or Sardar Patel's statue on the Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel's 143rd birth anniversary.

32) Under the Yashaswini scheme, women self-help groups (SHGs) will be
given interest-free loans of up to ________ for business.
A.Rs.2 lakh
B.Rs.5 lakh
C.Rs.10 lakh
D.Rs.12 lakh

Answer B
Explanation Under the Yashaswini scheme, women self-help groups (SHGs) will be given
interest-free loans of up to Rs.5 lakh for business. Also, Adarsha Satari Mahila Mandal Guleli
-Sattari, Phoenix Women's Wing Self-Help Group, Umang Self-Help Group, Salcete, Valpoi
-Sattari were also given loans under the scheme. It aims to support women entrepreneurs in the
state.

33) Statue of Unity is a monumental tribute to _________.
A.Zakir Hussain
B.Rajendra Prasad
C.Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
D.Lal Bahadur Shastri

Answer C
Explanation The Statue of Unity stands the tallest statue in the world. It is a monumental tribute
to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel who is independent India's first home minister and deputy prime
minister. PM Narendra Modi inaugurated the Statue of Unity or Sardar Patel's statue on the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel's 143rd birth anniversary. He was fondly known as the Iron Man of
India.

34) Under which scheme of Goa, primary healthcare workers, and Anganwadi
workers will be given a diagnostic kit to conduct basic diagnostic tests at
people's doorstep so that every individual will be given basic health care?
A.Yashaswini scheme
B.Swasthya Sahayak scheme
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C.Arogya Kosh Scheme
D.Atal Amrit Abhiyan

Answer B
Explanation Under the Swasthya Sahayak scheme, primary healthcare workers and Anganwadi
workers will be given a diagnostic kit. It will help them to conduct basic diagnostic tests at
people's doorstep so that every individual will be given basic health care.

35) _________ entered the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation's '8 Wonders
of SCO' list.
A.Amber Palace
B.Statue of Liberty
C.Hawa Mahal
D.Jama Masjid

Answer B
Explanation The 182-meter tall Statue of Unity in Gujarat enters Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation's '8 Wonders of SCO' list. The announcement was made by External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar announced on 13 January. SCO aims to promote tourism among member
nations.

36) When is the Army Day observed?
A.10 January
B.12 January
C.15 January
D.26 January

Answer C
Explanation Army Day is observed on 15 January every year. India celebrates 72nd Army Day
on 15 January 2020. Army Command headquarters in the national capital, as well as in other
parts of the country, celebrate the occasion by organizing military parades and other shows of
strength.

37) The main purpose of GSAT-30 is to serve as a replacement to ________
spacecraft services with enhanced coverage.
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A.INSAT-4A
B.INSAT-4B
C.IRSAT-1A
D.IRSAT-1B

Answer A
Explanation Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is to launch a communication satellite
(geosynchronous satellites) GSAT-30 onboard the Ariane-5 launch vehicle (VA 251) from
French Guiana, northeastern coast of South America on 17 January 2020. The main purpose of
GSAT-30 is to serve as a replacement to INSAT-4A spacecraft services with enhanced coverage.

38) When was the Indian army officially established?
A.26 January 1864
B.1 June 1870
C.15 May 1883
D.1 April 1895

Answer D
Explanation The Indian army was officially established on 1 April 1895. But, only in 1949, after
independence, the Army got its first chief. On 15 January, command of the Indian Army was
handed over from General Sir Francis Butcher to Lieutenant General KM Cariappa. The transfer
of power from the British to India signifies an important moment in Indian history.

39) ISRO is to launch ________ onboard the Ariane-5 launch vehicle (VA 251)
from French Guiana, northeastern coast of South America on 17 January
2020.
A.GSAT-4B
B.GSAT-30
C.GSAT-1A
D.GSAT-45

Answer B
Explanation Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is to launch a communication satellite
(geosynchronous satellites) GSAT-30 onboard the Ariane-5 launch vehicle (VA 251) from
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French Guiana, northeastern coast of South America on 17 January 2020.

40) Who was the first Indian Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army?
A.Madappa Cariappa, OBE
B.Sam Manekshaw
C.Kodandera Subayya Thimayya
D.Paramasiva Prabhakar Kumaramangalam

Answer A
Explanation On 15 January, command of the Indian Army was handed over from General Sir
Francis Butcher to Lieutenant General KM Cariappa. He was the first Indian Commander-inChief of the Indian Army. He led Indian forces on the Western Front during the Indo-Pakistani
War of 1947. The transfer of power from the British to India signifies an important moment in
Indian history.

41) What is the estimated cost of the Mumbai Trans-Harbour Link (MTHL)
project?
A.Rs.5,000 crore
B.Rs.11,850 crore
C.Rs.18,000 crore
D.Rs.22,000 crore

Answer C
Explanation Maharashtra Chief minister Uddhav Thackeray is expected to launch the first girder
for the Mumbai Trans-Harbour Link (MTHL) in January 2020. The estimated cost of the project
is Rs.18,000 crore. The project is expected to be completed by 2022.

42) Which country has the largest army in the world?
A.US
B.China
C.Russia
D.India

Answer B

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 13 - January 19, 2020)

Explanation China has the largest army in the world.

43) Who is appointed as RBI Deputy Governor?
A.N. S. Vishwanathan
B.BP Kanungo
C.Michael Patra
D.Urjit Patel

Answer C
Explanation The government has appointed Michael Debabrata Patra as the Deputy Governor of
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). The appointment was approved by the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet (ACC). He will hold the office for a period of three years.

44) India stands _______ when it comes to having a powerful army.
A.4th
B.8th
C.6th
D.10th

Answer A
Explanation Indian army has 1.4 million active military personnel. China has the largest army in
the world. When it comes to being powerful, India stands fourth behind the US, China, and
Russia.

45) Who organized the Special National Vendor Development Program
(NVDP) on Petroleum and Steel sectors for SC/ST Entrepreneurs?
A.DICCI
B.IFFI
C.FIIT
D.FICCI

Answer A
Explanation The Special National Vendor Development Program (NVDP) on Petroleum and
Steel sectors for SC/ST Entrepreneurs was held on 13 January 2020. It was organized by the Dalit
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Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DICCI). The Union Minister of Petroleum and
Natural Gas & Steel Shri Dharmendra Pradhan flagged off 3121st Bulk LPG Tanker Truck
during the program.

46) Which country topped the Annual Ranking by Nation (Rifle, Pistol &
Shotgun ISSF World Cups for the year 2019?
A.China
B.India
C.US
D.Italy

Answer B
Explanation India topped the Annual Ranking by Nation (Rifle, Pistol & Shotgun ISSF World
Cups for the year 2019 by International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF). It is followed by China
and the United States. India leads the standings with 30 medals overall. The tally stood at 21
gold, 6 silver, and 3 bronze.

47) When was the Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DICCI)
founded?
A.2000
B.2005
C.2008
D.2010

Answer B
Explanation DICCI was founded in 2005 by Milind Kamble. It is the apex body of SC/ST
Entrepreneurs in India. It has 29 state chapters and 7 international chapters. The main objective of
the organization is to promote business enterprises for Dalits.

48) How many projects were cleared by the high-level committee for
investment facilitation and single-window clearances chaired by Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami at the Secretariat?
A.8
B.10

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 13 - January 19, 2020)

C.12
D.15

Answer D
Explanation A high-level committee for investment facilitation and single-window clearances
chaired by Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami at the Secretariat approved
necessary clearances to a total of 15 projects that were at various stages of investment and
commencement of business on 13 January 2020.

49) Who founded the Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DICCI)?
A.Ashish Chauhan
B.Rajesh Paswan
C.Nattha Ram
D.Milind Kamble

Answer D
Explanation DICCI was founded in 2005 by Milind Kamble. It is the apex body of SC/ST
Entrepreneurs in India. It has 29 state chapters and 7 international chapters. The main objective of
the organization is to promote business enterprises for Dalits.

50) How much did the Tami Nadu government approve for the projects that
were at various stages of investment and commencement of business that will
come up in Coimbatore, Kancheepuram, Krishnagiri, Perambalur,
Thoothukudi, Tiruchi, Tiruvallur and Vellore districts?
A.Rs.3,500 crore
B.Rs.4,364 crore
C.Rs.5,732 crore
D.Rs.6,608 crore

Answer D
Explanation A high-level committee for investment facilitation and single-window clearances
chaired by Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami at the Secretariat approved
necessary clearances to a total of 15 projects that were at various stages of investment and
commencement of business on 13 January 2020. The proposals entail investments worth Rs.6,608
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crore. The projects will come up in Coimbatore, Kancheepuram, Krishnagiri, Perambalur,
Thoothukudi, Tiruchi, Tiruvallur and Vellore districts of the State.

51) The Indian Institute of Food Processing Technology (IIFPT), Bathinda
signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with _______ different reputed
institutes of the region in the states of Punjab and Haryana.
A.3
B.8
C.12
D.15

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Institute of Food Processing Technology (IIFPT), Bathinda signed
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 8 different reputed institutes of the region in the
states of Punjab and Haryana. IIFPT signed and exchanged the MoUs with the VC's and
Director's of the 8 Universities, Colleges, and Institutes.

52) Who is the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu?
A.O. Panneerselvam
B.M. K. Stalin
C.Edappadi K. Palaniswami
D.K. A. Sengottaiyan

Answer C
Explanation Karuppa Gounder Palanisamy known as Edappadi K. Palaniswami is an Indian
politician and the current Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, having assumed the office on 16
February 2017. He is also serving as the Convener of AIADMK. Edappadi in his name is the
name of his village.

53) IOCL launched the new fuel _________, with revised technical
specifications on 13 January 2020.
A.High Flash High-Speed Diesel (HFHSD) IN 512
B.High Flash Very High-Speed Diesel (HFVHSD) IN 512
C.Low Flash High-Speed Diesel (LFHSD) IN 512
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D.Low Flash Very High-Speed Diesel (LFVHSD) IN 512

Answer A
Explanation M/s Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) launched the new fuel High Flash HighSpeed Diesel (HFHSD) IN 512, with revised technical specifications on 13 January 2020. India
will be able to ensure interoperability amongst foreign navies during fleet exercises.

54) Where was the India-Bangladesh Information and Broadcasting Ministers'
Meet held?
A.Dhaka
B.New Delhi
C.Kolkata
D.Chittagong

Answer B
Explanation India - Bangladesh Information and Broadcasting Ministers' Meet 2020 is being
held in New Delhi on 14 January 2020. Bangladesh Information Minister Muhammad H Mahmud
is participating in the meeting.

55) Indian Railways has signed MoU with _______ for phase 2 of the National
Informatics Centre (NIC) e-office project.
A.Confederation of Indian Industry
B.GAIL
C.RailTel
D.University of Birmingham

Answer C
Explanation Indian Railways has signed MoU with RailTel, a Mini Ratna PSU under Ministry of
Railways, for the phase 2 of the National Informatics Centre (NIC) e-office project. This comes
after the successful completion of the Phase 1 execution of the NIC e office for 50000 users in 58
units.

56) Who is the Information Minister of Bangladesh?
A.Fakhruddin Ahmed
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B.Muhammad H Mahmud
C.Khaleda Zia
D.Syed Mahmud Hossain

Answer B
Explanation Bangladesh Information Minister is Muhammad H Mahmud.

57) The ________ meeting of the Island Development Agency (IDA) held on 13
January in New Delhi.
A.2nd
B.6th
C.10th
D.15th

Answer B
Explanation The sixth meeting of the Island Development Agency (IDA) held on 13 January in
New Delhi. The meeting was chaired by the Union Home Minister, Shri Amit Shah. The agency
reviewed the progress made towards the Holistic development of islands programme. For the first
time, the government of India carried out an initiative of sustainable development in the identified
Islands under the guidance of IDA.

58) ________ has been selected to be the first woman parade adjutant for the
Republic Day parade.
A.Captain Priya Jhingan
B.Captain Sophia Qureshi
C.Captain Srividya Rajan
D.Captain Tania Shergill

Answer D
Explanation Captain Tania Shergill has been selected to be the first woman parade adjutant for
the Republic Day parade. The parade adjutant is responsible for the parade.

59) Who chaired the Island Development Agency (IDA) which reviewed the
progress made towards the Holistic development of islands programme?
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A.PM Modi
B.Amit Shah
C.Piyush Goyal
D.Nirmala Sitharaman

Answer B
Explanation The sixth meeting of the Island Development Agency (IDA) held on 13 January in
New Delhi. The meeting was chaired by the Union Home Minister, Shri Amit Shah. The agency
reviewed the progress made towards the Holistic development of islands programme. For the first
time, the government of India carried out an initiative of sustainable development in the identified
Islands under the guidance of IDA.

60) Who was the first woman officer to lead an all-men contingent?
A.Captain Bhavna Kasturi
B.Captain Divya Ajith Kumar
C.Captain Mitali Madhumita
D.Captain Padmavathy Bandopadhyay

Answer A
Explanation In the 2019 Republic Day parade, Captain Bhavna Kasturi was the first woman
officer to lead an all-men contingent.

61) Island Development Agency (IDA) discussed that Port Blair and another 7
islands in Andaman & Nicobar will get digitally connected through submarine
optical fibre cable by _______.
A.June 2020
B.December 2020
C.March 2021
D.March 2022

Answer A
Explanation The sixth meeting of the Island Development Agency (IDA) held on 13 January in
New Delhi. In order to strengthen infrastructure support, projects for improving air, sea and
digital connectivity are being implemented. It has been discussed that Port Blair and another 7
islands in Andaman & Nicobar will get digitally connected through submarine optical fibre cable
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by June 2020.

62) Outlier frauds are defined as those in excess of _________.
A.Rs.1,000 crore
B.Rs.2,000 crore
C.Rs.4,000 crore
D.Rs.5,000 crore

Answer A
Explanation Outlier frauds are defined as those in excess of Rs.1,000 crore. Such fraud cases
have increased up to 21 cases and Rs.44,951 crore up from 4 cases and Rs.6,505 crore in FY19.

63) Who developed the e-Office, cloud-enabled software?
A.Central Statistics Office
B.National Statistics Office
C.National Informatics Centre
D.Indian Data & Information Service

Answer C
Explanation Indian Railways has signed MoU with RailTel, a Mini Ratna PSU under Ministry of
Railways, for the phase 2 of the National Informatics Centre (NIC) e-office project. NIC e-Office
is a cloud-enabled software developed by NIC.

64) The _______ edition of the Dhaka International Film Festival (DIFF)
began on 11 January 2020.
A.10th
B.14th
C.18th
D.20th

Answer C
Explanation The 18th edition of the Dhaka International Film Festival (DIFF) began on 11
January 2020. The festival will be held from 11-19 January. The program was inaugurated by the
Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. AK Abdul Momen. The for the DIFF festival is Better Film,
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Better Audience, and Better Society.

65) When is Makar Sankranti celebrated?
A.2 January
B.14 January
C.20 January
D.30 January

Answer B
Explanation Makar Sankranti is celebrated on 14 January every year. Makar Sankranti is a
Hindu festival. It is observed in the second week of January every year. The festival is celebrated
in different parts of the country in diverse ways. The day denotes the entry of the sun into the
zodiac sign of Makar, that is Capricorn, as it travels on its celestial path.

66) Which country operationalized the world's largest radio telescope in
southwest Chinas Guiyang city, the capital of Guizhou province?
A.US
B.Italy
C.Japan
D.China

Answer D
Explanation China operationalized the world's largest radio telescope in southwest Chinas
Guiyang city, the capital of Guizhou province.

67) Makar Sankranti festival is celebrated as Sankranti killed a devil named
________.
A.Sankarasur
B.Holika
C.Daksha Prajapati
D.Maya

Answer A
Explanation Sankranti is deemed a Deity. Makar Sankranti festival is celebrated as Sankranti
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killed a devil named Sankarasur. The information about the celebration of Makar Sankranti is
available in Panchang, the Hindu Almanac.

68) What is the name of the world's largest radio telescope?
A.Gran Telescope
B.FAST Telescope
C.Large Binocular Telescope
D.SALT Telescope

Answer B
Explanation China operationalized the world's largest radio telescope in southwest Chinas
Guiyang city, the capital of Guizhou province. FAST telescope is was launched after three years
of trial operation. The Five-hundred-meter Aperture Spherical radio Telescope (FAST) telescope
is with a diameter of half-a-kilometer. It is dubbed as China Sky Eye.

69) When is the first Armed Forces Veterans Day observed?
A.2010
B.2013
C.2017
D.2019

Answer C
Explanation The Armed Forces Veterans Day is observed each year on 14 January since 2017.

70) _________, a five-year-old boy, from Hyderabad has set the Guinness
world record in Taekwondo for the most full contact knee strikes in one-hour
non-stop.
A.Aashman Taneja
B.Aabid Khan
C.Laksh Puri
D.Mohini Bhowmik

Answer A
Explanation Aashman Taneja, a five-year-old boy, from Hyderabad has set the Guinness world
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record in Taekwondo for the most full contact knee strikes in one-hour non-stop.

71) The _________ Armed Forces Veterans Day is observed on 14 January
2020.
A.2nd
B.4th
C.6th
D.9th

Answer B
Explanation The 4th Armed Forces Veterans Day is observed on 14 January every year. The day
is observed as a mark of respect and recognition of the services rendered by Filed Marshal KM
Cariappa OBE. The Armed Forces Veterans Day is observed each year on 14 January since 2017.

72) Scientists found a meteorite that was crashed into rural southeastern
Australia in a fireball in ________ contained the oldest material ever found on
Earth.
A.1969
B.1953
C.1975
D.1982

Answer A
Explanation Scientists found a meteorite that was crashed into rural southeastern Australia in a
fireball in 1969 contained the oldest material ever found on Earth.

73) When is the Armed Forces Veterans Day observed?
A.12 January
B.14 January
C.15 January
D.16 January

Answer B
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Explanation The 4th Armed Forces Veterans Day is observed on 14 January every year. The dey
is observed as a mark of respect and recognition of the services rendered by Filed Marshal KM
Cariappa OBE. The day acknowledges and honours the selfless devotion and sacrifice of the
veterans in the service of the nation.

74) Manmohan Mohapatra passed away is a famous ________.
A.Filmmaker
B.Musician
C.Politician
D.Archaeologist

Answer A
Explanation Odia Filmmaker Manmohan Mohapatra passed away on 13 January in
Bhubaneswar, Odisha. He died due to the prolonged illness. He was 69-years-old. He had won
eight consecutive National Awards for his films Sita Rati, Majhi Pahacha, Nisiddha Swapna,
Klanta Aparanha, Niraba Jhada, Bhinna Samaya.

75) Who is the Defence Minister of Finland?
A.Juha Sipila
B.Matti Vanhanen
C.Jukka Juusti
D.Pekka Haavisto

Answer C
Explanation Jukka Matti Juusti is a Finnish Major General, retired, and he holds a Master of
Science degree in technology. When appointed as Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of
Defence as of 1 January 2016, he followed Arto Rty in this post.

76) SBI has reduced the fixed deposit rates by _______ basis points (bps) on
long-term deposits maturing in 1 year to 10 years.
A.10
B.15
C.20
D.25
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Answer B
Explanation State Bank of India (SBI) has reduced the fixed deposit rates. It reduced the FD
rates by 15 basis points (bps) on long-term deposits maturing in 1 year to 10 years. The deposit
rate reduction will help the bank to retain its net interest margins since SBI had reduced lending
rates in December.

77) When was the Antarctic Treaty signed?
A.1959
B.1968
C.1966
D.1977

Answer A
Explanation The members of the 1959 Antarctic Treaty, around 30 countries, operate research
bases in Antarctica. The aim of the treaty is to reduce the likelihood of confrontations over
territorial disputes in Antarctica. Brazil joined the treaty in 1975.

78) With which Country did India sign MoU further defence cooperation on
15 January, on the sidelines of Raisina Dialogue 2020?
A.S.Korea
B.Finland
C.The Netherlands
D.Indonesia

Answer B
Explanation India signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Finland on 15 January
2020. The MoU was signed by Defence Secretary Dr. Ajay Kumar and Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Defence of Finland Mr. Jukka Juusti. The MoU is signed on the sidelines of Raisina
Dialogue 2020. The MoU is aimed at further defence cooperation between India and Finland.

79) For deposits below Rs.2 crore, SBI will now offer 6.10% as compared to
_________ for all maturities of 1 year to 10 years.
A.6.20%
B.6.25%
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C.6.50%
D.6%

Answer B
Explanation State Bank of India (SBI) has reduced the fixed deposit rates. It reduced the FD
rates by 15 basis points (bps) on long-term deposits maturing in 1 year to 10 years. For deposits
below Rs.2 crore, SBI will now offer 6.10% as compared to 6.25% for all maturities of 1 year to
10 years.

80) When did Brazil join the Antarctic Treaty?
A.1958
B.1964
C.1975
D.1982

Answer C
Explanation Brazil joined the treaty in 1975. Brazil's Comandante Ferraz Antarctic Station was
established in 1984.

81) When was the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) signed?
A.2000
B.2008
C.2012
D.2015

Answer D
Explanation Iran nuclear deal is also known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA). In 2015, Iran agreed on a long-term deal on its nuclear program with the P5+1 group of
world powers - the US, UK, France, China, Russia, and Germany.

82) Which country is to train Gaganyaan space astronauts?
A.Italy
B.Russia
C.US
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D.China

Answer B
Explanation The Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Development of North Eastern
Region (DoNER), Atomic Energy and Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh announced that the training for
Gaganyaan space astronauts will start their training from the third week of January 2020. The
training of the Indian astronauts for India's first human space mission will take place in Russia.

83) Exercise Sahyog-Kaijin is held between India and _______.
A.Japan
B.China
C.Indonesia
D.Thailand

Answer A
Explanation Indo-Japan joint-exercise Sahyog-Kaijin began on 16 January 2020 at the Chennai
port. This is the 19th edition of the exercise that is being conducted between the two Coast
Guards.

84) European Countries namely Britain, France, and Germany pressured
______ to stop its violations of the nuclear deal.
A.Afghanistan
B.Iraq
C.Iran
D.Saudi Arabia

Answer C
Explanation European Countries namely Britain, France, and Germany pressured Iran to stop its
violations of the nuclear deal. The EU countries stressed to resolve differences through talks on
the United Nations sanctions.

85) Who is the first Indian to go into space in 1984 but the spacecraft in which
he went was not Indian spacecraft?
A.Rakesh Sharma
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B.Kalpana Chawla
C.Ravish Malhotra
D.Rajiv Mittal

Answer A
Explanation The first Indian to go into space was Rakesh Sharma in 1984 but the spacecraft in
which he went was not Indian spacecraft.

86) The _________ edition of the exercise is conducted between India and
Japan coast guards from 16 January.
A.10th
B.15th
C.19th
D.23rd

Answer C
Explanation Indo-Japan joint-exercise Sahyog-Kaijin began on 16 January 2020 at the Chennai
port. This is the 19th edition of the exercise that is being conducted between the two Coast
Guards. The exercise is aimed at further strengthening bilateral ties and mutual understanding
between the two coast guards. It also aims to enhance interoperability in communication, search
and rescue procedures and sharing of best practices.

87) Which State government signed an MoU with IUCN to red List Orchids?
A.Assam
B.Manipur
C.Kerala
D.Arunachal Pradesh

Answer D
Explanation Arunachal Pradesh has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the
IUCN on 13 January in Arunachal Pradesh. The MoU was signed by Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests Manmohan Singh Negi and the IUCNs country representative Dr. Vivek Saxena. The
environment & forests department is the nodal department for executing the project.

88) Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) celebrated its _______
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Annual Day in New Delhi on 15 January 2020.
A.1st
B.5th
C.8th
D.10th

Answer B
Explanation Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) celebrated its 5th Annual Day in
New Delhi on 15 January 2020. Secretary WCD, Rabindra Panwar along with other senior
officials of the Ministry, its associated Statutory/Autonomous Bodies and representatives from
the States and Union Territories participated in the function. Souvenirs to commemorate the
Annual Day was unveiled during the event.

89) When did the Indian Coast Guard and Japan Coast Guard sign
Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) for regular interactions including highlevel visits, training exchanges, annual joint exercises, workshops, and
seminars?
A.2000
B.2006
C.2010
D.2018

Answer B
Explanation The exercise Sahyog-Kaijin is in line with the Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC)
signed between the Indian Coast Guard and Japan Coast Guard in 2006. Since then, there have
been regular interactions including high-level visits, training exchanges, annual joint exercises,
workshops, and seminars.

90) Which was the first state to initiate the International Union for
Conservation of Nature's (IUCN) red listing at the state level?
A.Arunachal Pradesh
B.Assam
C.Manipur
D.Kerala
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Answer A
Explanation Arunachal Pradesh has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the
IUCN on 13 January in Arunachal Pradesh. The MoU was signed by Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests Manmohan Singh Negi and the IUCNs country representative Dr. Vivek Saxena. The
state has become the first state to initiate the International Union for Conservation of Nature's
(IUCN) red listing at the state level.

91) When was the Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) established?
A.1990
B.1995
C.2000
D.2005

Answer A
Explanation CARA is an apex body of the Government of India. It was established in 1990. It
promotes and facilitates In-country Adoption. The designated Central Authority for regulating
Inter-country Adoption was designated as a Statutory Body on 15 January 2016, under the
provisions of Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015.

92) When was the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
formed?
A.1948
B.1954
C.1966
D.1968

Answer A
Explanation The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) was established on 5
October 1948. IUCN aims to conserve nature and work for the sustainable use of natural
resources. It collects data and conducts research, analysis, field projects, advocacy, and
education.

93) Who organized the Renewable Energy Investors' Meet 2020?
A.Indian Railways
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B.REMCL
C.RailTel
D.A&B

Answer D
Explanation Renewable Energy Investors' Meet 2020 was held on 9 January in New Delhi. The
meet was organized by Indian Railways and Railway Energy Management Company Ltd.
(REMCL).

94) Who is the governor of Arunachal Pradesh?
A.Pema Khandu
B.Jagdish Mukhi
C.Brigadier B. D. Mishra
D.Ganga Prasad

Answer C
Explanation Brigadier B. D. Mishra is a former Brigadier of the Indian Army. He is the present
Governor of Arunachal Pradesh.

95) CARA was designated as a Statutory Body under the provisions of
_______.
A.Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
B.Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2018
C.Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 2010
D.Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 2018

Answer A
Explanation CARA is an apex body of the Government of India. It was established in 1990. It
promotes and facilitates In-country Adoption. The designated Central Authority for regulating
Inter-country Adoption was designated as a Statutory Body on 15 January 2016, under the
provisions of Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015.

96) Where is the headquarters of the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) located?
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A.Stockholm, Sweden
B.Vienna, Austria
C.Davos, Switzerland
D.Gland, Switzerland

Answer D
Explanation IUCN headquarters is located in Gland, Switzerland. IUCN has observer and
consultative status at the United Nations and plays a role in the implementation of several
international conventions on nature conservation and biodiversity.

97) Where was the Renewable Energy Investors' Meet 2020 held?
A.New Delhi
B.Itanagar
C.Kolkata
D.Hyderabad

Answer A
Explanation Renewable Energy Investors' Meet 2020 was held on 9 January in New Delhi. The
meet was organized by Indian Railways and Railway Energy Management Company Ltd.
(REMCL). The Investors' Meet aimed to disseminate information about the opportunities
available under renewable energy in Indian Railways.

98) Who is to be appointed as the third internal member of RBI in the
monetary policy committee (MPC)?
A.Michael Patra
B.Janak Raj
C.Viral Acharya
D.Bimal Jalan

Answer B
Explanation Janak Raj is expected to be appointed as the third internal member of the central
bank in the monetary policy committee (MPC). He is currently serving as Reserve Bank of India's
principal adviser in the monetary policy department. He will replace Michael Patra, the executive
director of the monetary policy department, who was elevated as deputy governor.
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99) Which Country re-opens open a new research base in the Antarctic after
reconstruction of Comandante Ferraz Antarctic Station?
A.Japan
B.Italy
C.France
D.Brazil

Answer D
Explanation Brazil has announced that it is to open a new research base in Antarctica. Brazil's
original scientific outpost was destroyed by fire 8 years ago. It is expected that Vice President
Hamilton Mourao and Science and Technology Minister Marcos Pontes will attend the official
opening ceremony. The Brazilian government has invested nearly $100 million in the
reconstruction of the Comandante Ferraz Antarctic Station.

100) RBI has ________ deputy governors.
A.1
B.2
C.3
D.4

Answer D
Explanation RBI has four deputy governors of RBI. Two of them are promoted from within the
ranks of RBI. And the remaining two, one is a commercial banker and another, an economist.

101) When was the Comandante Ferraz Antarctic Station established?
A.1962
B.1976
C.1984
D.1990

Answer C
Explanation Comandante Ferraz Antarctic Station was established in 1984. The base is used for
research into biology, chemistry, meteorology, and medicine. It was largely razed in a 2012 fire
caused by a fuel leak.
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102) ________ campaign aims to address the target and India's share of
primary energy demand not only petroleum conservation but the creation of a
sustainable development model.
A.Saksham
B.Save Petroleum
C.Save Fuel
D.Green Fuel

Answer A
Explanation Secretary, Petroleum and Natural Gas Dr. M M Kutty inaugurated fuel conservation
mega campaign 'Saksham' in New Delhi on 16 January 2020. The campaign was organized by the
Petroleum Conservation Research Association (PCRA). The campaign will be held for a month.
The campaign is aimed to address the target and India's share of primary energy demand not only
petroleum conservation but the creation of a sustainable development model.

103) Who is appointed as the new director-general of the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF)?
A.S S Deswal
B.Anand Prakash Maheshwari
C.R R Bhatnagar
D.Rajiv Kumar

Answer B
Explanation IPS officer Anand Prakash Maheshwari took over as the new director-general of the
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), the world's largest paramilitary force on 15 January 2020.
He will retire in February 2021. He will replace ITBP Director General S S Deswal who was
given the additional charge to head the CRPF.

104) Who organized the Saksham campaign?
A.OCL India Limited
B.Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL)
C.Petroleum Conservation Research Association (PCRA)
D.Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC)

Answer C
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Explanation Secretary, Petroleum and Natural Gas Dr. M M Kutty inaugurated fuel conservation
mega campaign 'Saksham' in New Delhi on 16 January 2020. The campaign was organized by the
Petroleum Conservation Research Association (PCRA). The campaign will be held for a month.

105) ________ released the Global Health Challenges report 2020?
A.UNGA
B.UNDP
C.World Health Forum
D.WHO

Answer D
Explanation The World Health Organization (WHO) released the list of Global Health
Challenges of the forthcoming year on 13 January 2020.

106) When is the Foundation Day of India Meteorological Department (IMD)
celebrated?
A.12 January
B.13 January
C.15 January
D.16 January

Answer C
Explanation The India Meteorological Department (IMD) celebrated its 145th Foundation Day
on 15 January 2020. The day was celebrated by the Ministry of Earth Science.

107) Which threat topped the Global Health Challenges report 2020?
A.Anti-Microbial Resistance (AMR)
B.Climate crisis
C.Lack of Access
D.HIV

Answer A
Explanation The World Health Organization (WHO) released the list of Global Health
Challenges of the forthcoming year on 13 January 2020. The list of Global Health Challenges
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highlighted 13 potential threats. The top among the listed threats was Anti-Microbial Resistance
(AMR) and climate crisis.

108) The India Meteorological Department (IMD) celebrated its _________
Foundation Day on January 2020.
A.100th
B.125th
C.145th
D.150th

Answer C
Explanation The India Meteorological Department (IMD) celebrated its 145th Foundation Day
on 15 January 2020. The day was celebrated by the Ministry of Earth Science. It was established
in 1875.

109) Which of the following place has transmissometer 'RVR - Drishti System'
installed by IMD?
A.Kochi
B.Thiruvananthapuram
C.Bhubaneswar
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Three transmissometer 'RVR - Drishti System' was installed at Kochi,
Thiruvananthapuram, and Bhubaneswar.

110) Who is elected as a bureau member of the International Union of Pure
and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC)?
A.Animesh Chakravorty
B.Bipul Behari Saha
C.Garikapati Narahari Sastry
D.Debashis Mukherjee

Answer B
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Explanation A noted chemist Bipul Behari Saha has been elected as a bureau member of the
International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC). He will serve for a period of
2020-23. Currently, he is serving as the DirectorR&D, L.R. Research Laboratories Pvt Ltd, which
is a wholly-owned subsidiary of NACL Industries Limited, Hyderabad.

111) What is/are the coverage bands of GSAT-30?
A.C-band, Ka-band
B.Ka-band, s-band
C.C-band, s-band
D.s-band, Ku-band

Answer A
Explanation Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully launched India's
communication satellite GSAT-30 onboard the Ariane-5 launch vehicle (VA 251) into a
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO) on 17 January 2020 from Kourou launch base, French
Guiana. The satellite is expected to provide coverage in Ku-band that covers the Indian mainland
and islands. It has extended coverage in C-band that covers Gulf countries, a large number of
Asian countries and Australia.

112) When was the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry
(IUPAC) established?
A.1885
B.1892
C.1902
D.1919

Answer D
Explanation IUPAC was established in 1919 by chemists from industry and academia for
international standardization in chemistry. It is the largest global organization of Chemistry
professionals. IUPAC is comprised of 12 Committees and 8 Divisions.

113) Which of the following is the Indian Army's biggest airborne exercise?
A.Exercise Yudh Abyas
B.Exercise Ekuverin
C.Exercise Winged Raider
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D.Exercise Indra

Answer C
Explanation The Indian Army conducted the airborne Exercise Winged Raider in the NorthEastern theatre on 10 January 2020. It is the Army's biggest airborne exercise. It comprises of
more than 500 special forces troops. It was conducted from 6-10 January.

114) Who was the first Indian Chemist to hold the position of a bureau
member of the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC)?
A.CNR Rao
B.Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar
C.Asima Chatterjee
D.Usha Ranjan Ghatak

Answer A
Explanation Previously CNR Rao, former Director of the Indian Institute of Science and Bharat
Ratna, held the position of a bureau member of the International Union of Pure and Applied
Chemistry (IUPAC) in 1979.

115) What is the estimated cost of the Transport vehicles monitoring centre
project?
A.Rs.342 crore
B.Rs.463 crore
C.Rs.630 crore
D.Rs.725 crore

Answer B
Explanation Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has announced that is will provide
support to state governments to help them set up monitoring centres that will track public service
vehicles including buses and cab operators like Ola and Uber. The estimated cost of the project is
Rs.463 crore. Out of the total estimated amount, the Centre will bear Rs.332 crore, while the
states will share Rs.131 crore.

116) IUPAC is responsible to name all new compounds and elements, declare
atomic weights and physical constants, update the Periodic table and carry out
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research projects. What does IUPAC Stand for?
A.Universal Institute of Pure and Atomic Chemistry
B.International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry
C.Internally Unified Parameterized Applied Chemistry
D.Internationally Unified Pure and Atomic Chemistry

Answer B
Explanation IUPAC- International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry IUPAC is the largest
global organization of Chemistry professionals. It is responsible to name all new compounds and
elements, declare atomic weights and physical constants, update the Periodic table and carry out
research projects.

117) Who is to receive the 29th Saraswati Samman?
A.Vasdev Mohi
B.Jhumpa Lahiri
C.Mulk Raj Anand
D.R. K. Narayan

Answer A
Explanation Sindhi writer Vasdev Mohi has conferred with 29th Saraswati Samman for his short
stories collection 'Chequebook'. The short stories collection talks about the agonies and sufferings
of marginalized sections of the society.

118) ________ has partnered with Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) to produce the Saras engine.
A.ISRO
B.Air India
C.CSIR
D.BARC

Answer C
Explanation The Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) has partnered with the
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) to produce the Saras engine. CSIR
will take up the project jointly designing and developing an aero-engine which is a highly
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complex task.

119) Who is the writer of the short stories collection 'Chequebook'?
A.Rohinton Mistry
B.Aravind Adiga
C.Jeet Thayil
D.Vasdev Mohi

Answer D
Explanation Sindhi writer Vasdev Mohi has conferred with 29th Saraswati Samman for his short
stories collection 'Chequebook'. The short stories collection talks about the agonies and sufferings
of marginalized sections of the society.

120) When was the National Aeronautical Laboratory (NAL) established?
A.1947
B.1959
C.1965
D.1988

Answer B
Explanation National Aeronautical Laboratory (NAL) was established in 1959 by the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) in Delhi. It is headquartered in Bengaluru. The firm
functions along with HAL, DRDO, and ISRO. It holds the primary responsibility to develop
civilian aircraft in India.

121) Who organizes the Saraswati Samman?
A.Calcutta Foundation
B.Katha Foundation
C.Goonj Foundation
D.KK Birla Foundation

Answer D
Explanation Saraswati Samman is given annually by the KK Birla Foundation. It carries a cash
award of Rs.15 lakh rupees, a citation, and a plaque.
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122) Scientists discovered a new species of bone-eating worm during a study to
investigate the deep ocean's ecosystem in _________.
A.Gulf of Guinea
B.Gulf of Mexico
C.Ria
D.Gulf of Aden

Answer B
Explanation Scientists discovered a new species of bone-eating worm during a study to
investigate the deep ocean's ecosystem. The bone-eating worm is yet to be named. It is the first of
its kind found in the Gulf of Mexico.

123) Who organized the Ladakh Food Processing Summit 2020?
A.Department of Industries & Commerce, Ladakh
B.Ministry of Food Processing Industries
C.Invest India
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Ladakh Food Processing Summit titled Building Partnerships for Inclusive Growth
in Food Processing Sector was held on 16 January 2020. The summit was organized by the
Department of Industries & Commerce, Ladakh in association with the Ministry of Food
Processing Industries, Government of India and Invest India.

124) RBI has directed banks and other card-issuing companies to provide a
facility to customers to ________ their debit or credit cards.
A.switch on and off
B.exchange
C.self-lock
D.use AI

Answer A
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has directed banks and other card-issuing
companies to provide a facility to customers to switch on and off their debit or credit cards. The
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move by RBI aims to enhance the security of digital transactions. It assumes significance amid
rising instances of cyber fraud.

125) What is the title of the Ladakh Food Processing Summit 2020?
A.Food Processing and Entrepreneurship Conference
B.Food Processing and Preservation
C.Building Partnerships for Inclusive Growth in Food Processing Sector
D.Innovation & Technology in Food Processing Industries

Answer C
Explanation Ladakh Food Processing Summit titled Building Partnerships for Inclusive Growth
in Food Processing Sector was held on 16 January 2020.

126) Where was the International Conclave on Globalising Indian Thought
held?
A.Kochin
B.Kozhikode
C.Thiruvananthapuram
D.Thrissur

Answer B
Explanation An International Conclave on Globalising Indian Thought from 16-18 January
2020. It is organized by the Indian Institute of Management Kozhikode (IIM Kozhikode), Kerala.
It was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi through video conferencing.

127) When was the Bru-Reang tribals were forced to flee Mizoram and seek
shelter in Tripura due to ethnic tension?
A.1997
B.1990
C.2003
D.1985

Answer A
Explanation In 1997, around 5,000 families comprising around 30,000 Bru-Reang tribals were
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forced to flee Mizoram and seek shelter in Tripura due to ethnic tension. These people were
housed in temporary camps at Kanchanpur, in North Tripura.

128) The first Session of India-_______ Dialogue on Trade & Investment (DTI)
was held in New Delhi on 15-16 January.
A.Thailand
B.Norway
C.Maldives
D.Italy

Answer B
Explanation The first Session of India-Norway Dialogue on Trade & Investment (DTI) was held
in New Delhi on 15-16 January 2020. The session was co-chaired by Joint Secretary, Department
of Commerce, Nidhi Mani Tripathi, and Director General, Ministry of Trade, Industry and
Fisheries, Mr. Erling Rimestad.

129) The government has notified that it is to mandate hallmarking of gold
jewellery and artefacts with effect from 15 January _______.
A.2021
B.2022
C.2020
D.2023

Answer A
Explanation The government has notified that it is to mandate hallmarking of gold jewellery and
artefacts with effect from 15 January 2021. The jewellers have been given time for the
implementation of this notification. Jewellers who violate this will be punished under the
provisions of the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016.

130) When was the Session of India-Norway Dialogue was based on the Terms
of Reference (ToR) signed between India and Norway?
A.2016
B.2017
C.2018
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D.2019

Answer D
Explanation The Session of India-Norway Dialogue was based on the Terms of Reference (ToR)
signed between India and Norway on 8 January 2019 in New Delhi. It was signed during the visit
of Prime Minister of Norway Erna Solberg. This first Session of India-Norway Dialogue on
Trade & Investment (DTI) is the first meeting held after the signing of DTI.

131) Which state government organized the Ministry of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSME) Export Promotion Council (MSNE-EPC)?
A.Gujarat
B.Rajasthan
C.Assam
D.Arunachal Pradesh

Answer C
Explanation The Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) Export Promotion
Council (MSNE-EPC) is organizing the first three-day summit from 17 January 2020. It is
organized by the Assam state government.

132) Who is the Prime Minister of Norway?
A.Jens Stoltenberg
B.Jonas Gahr Store
C.Sylvi Listhaug
D.Erna Solberg

Answer D
Explanation Erna Solberg is a Norwegian politician serving as Prime Minister of Norway since
2013 and Leader of the Conservative Party since May 2004. Inspired by Margaret Thatcher's
"Iron Lady" nickname, Solberg has been given the nickname "Iron Erna".

133) Which country topped the Henley Passport Index 2020?
A.Japan
B.China
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C.Sweden
D.Australia

Answer A
Explanation Henley Passport Index 2020 was launched recently by Henley & Partners. Japan has
been holding the top rank positions for the past 3 years. As per the report, the citizens can access
191 destinations without the necessity of obtaining a visa in advance.

134) Where was the Raisina Dialogue 2020 held?
A.New Delhi
B.Kathmandu
C.Beijing
D.Bangkok

Answer A
Explanation Raisina Dialogue 2020 was held from 14-16 January 2020. The inaugural session of
the dialogue was addressed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar attended the dialogue. This dialogue is India's annual global conference on geopolitics
and geo-economics. The fifth edition of the Raisina Dialogue was held in New Delhi.

135) India ranked _______ in the Henley Passport Index 2020.
A.36
B.47
C.58
D.84

Answer D
Explanation Henley Passport Index 2020 was launched recently by Henley & Partners. India
ranked 84th in the index. Japan has the world's strongest passport. The index was based on the
data collected from the International Air Transport Association (IATA).

136) Who organized the Raisina Dialogue 2020?
A.Ministry of Defence
B.Ministry of External Affairs
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C.Observer Research Foundation
D.B&C

Answer D
Explanation Raisina Dialogue 2020 was held from 14-16 January 2020. The inaugural session of
the dialogue was addressed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The Conference was organized by
Observer Research Foundation in collaboration with the Ministry of External Affairs,
Government of India.

137) The government has notified that it is to mandate hallmarking of gold
jewellery and artefacts. Jewellers who violate this will be punished under the
provisions of the ________.
A.Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2013
B.Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2014
C.Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2015
D.Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016

Answer D
Explanation The government has notified that it is to mandate hallmarking of gold jewellery and
artefacts with effect from 15 January 2021. The jewellers have been given time for the
implementation of this notification. Jewellers who violate this will be punished under the
provisions of the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016.

138) When was the first Raisina Dialogue held?
A.2012
B.2013
C.2016
D.2018

Answer C
Explanation Raisina Dialogue was initiated in 2016. It is a multilateral conference which is
organized to address the most challenging issues facing the global community. The dialogue is
held every year in Delhi.

139) Henley Passport Index 2020 was launched recently by Henley & Partners
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based on the data collected from the _________.
A.UN Air Record Report (UNARR)
B.International Air Transport Association (IATA)
C.Global Air Transport Association (GATA)
D.Asian Air Transport Association (AATA)

Answer B
Explanation Henley Passport Index 2020 was launched recently by Henley & Partners. The
index was based on the data collected from the International Air Transport Association (IATA).

140) Which state dominated Wrestling by winning six gold medals in Khelo
India Youth Games?
A.Arunachal Pradesh
B.Haryana
C.Bihar
D.Assam

Answer B
Explanation Haryana state dominated Wrestling by winning six gold medals in Khelo India
Youth Games

141) Which state inked a MoU with IUCN to red-listing of orchids?
A.Bihar
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Kerala
D.Arunachal Pradesh

Answer D
Explanation Arunachal Pradesh inked a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the
International Union for Conservation of Natures (IUCN) to red-listing of orchids.

142) Who is awarded Merck Young Scientist Award 2019?
A.Vikram Singh
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B.Sakya Singha Sen
C.Rajesh Sharma
D.Eshwar Rao

Answer B
Explanation Sakya Singha Sen from National Chemical Laboratory awarded as Merck Young
Scientist Award 2019 for performing remarkable research in chemical science.

143) Who is appointed as National Book Trust Director?
A.Suresh Sharma
B.Yuvraj Malik
C.Rajesh Sharma
D.Nitin Kumar

Answer B
Explanation Lt Col Yuvraj Malik appointed as the Director of the National Book Truston
deputation from the Indian Army. He will replace Sahitya Akademi-awardee writer Rita
Chowdhury.

144) Who became the fastest Indian spinner to take 100 wickets in ODIs?
A.Rohit Sharma
B.Kuldeep Yadav
C.Ravindra Jadeja
D.Hardik Pandya

Answer B
Explanation Kuldeep Yadav became the fastest Indian spinner to claim 100 wickets in ODI
during the second match against Australia in Rajkot.

145) Russia S-400 missiles air defence systems to be delivered to India by
___________
A.2026
B.2025
C.2032
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D.2030

Answer B
Explanation Russia started the production ofS-400 long-range surface-to-air missile systemsfor
India. The five units will be delivered to India by 2025.

146) Who launched APNA UREA Sona Ugle brand of HURL?
A.Suresh Kumar
B.DV Sadananda Gowda
C.Rajesh Kumar
D.Eshwar Singh

Answer B
Explanation Chemicals and Fertilizers Minister D.V. Sadananda Gowda launched the APNA
UREA - Sona Ugle brand of Hindustan Urvarak and Rasayan Limited (HURL) at a function in
New Delhi.

147) National Information Centre sets up Centre of Block Chain Technology
in __________
A.Ahmedabad
B.Bengaluru
C.Chennai
D.Bihar

Answer B
Explanation National Information Centre sets up Centre of Block Chain Technology in
Bengaluru.

148) Which company planned to invest 1 billion USD in India?
A.Apple
B.Amazon
C.Huwaei
D.Samsung
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Answer B
Explanation Amazon.com chief Jeff Bezos announced USD 1 billion over Rs 7,000
croreinvestment in India to help bring small and medium businesses online and committed to
exporting USD 10 billion.

149) Who won gold medal in Rome Ranking Series?
A.Sushil Kumar
B.Vinesh Phogat
C.Vijay Amritraj
D.Shiva Keshavan

Answer B
Explanation Vinesh Phogat won her first gold medal of the 2020 season at the Rome Ranking
Series. Anshu Malik settled for a silver in 57kg competition in Rome.

150) Pariksha Pe Charcha 2020 to be held at Talkatora Stadium in _________
A.Chennai
B.Hyderabad
C.New Delhi
D.Pune

Answer C
Explanation Students teachers and parents across India are waiting for Prime Minister Narendra
Modis interaction program Pariksha Pe Charcha-2020. The event will be held at Talkatora
Stadium in New Delhi.

151) When NITI Aayog was formed?
A.2017
B.2015
C.2016
D.2018

Answer B
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Explanation NITI Aayog is a policy of the Government of India, established with the aim to
achieve sustainable development goals.

152) Microsoft vows to be carbon negative by _______
A.2036
B.2038
C.2025
D.2030

Answer D
Explanation Microsoft Corporation is an American multinational technology company with
headquarters in Redmond Washington.Microsoft announced that it would becomecarbon
negativeby the year 2030.

153) Gujarat CM launched _______ Economic Census process
A.9th
B.7th
C.8th
D.11th

Answer B
Explanation Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani launched the 7th Economic Census process in
the state.

154) Union Government red flags ______ businesses for excess tax rebate
claims
A.65,000
B.56,000
C.40,000
D.58,000

Answer C
Explanation Union Government red flags 40,000 businesses for excess tax rebate claims.
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155) Which state ranked top for water efficiency recently?
A.Andhra Pradesh
B.Gujarat
C.Assam
D.Himachal Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation Gujarat ranked the best for parameters on efficiency targets in the review of state
and Central government water departments by the ministry of Jal Shakti.

156) Mastercard to invest $1 bn in India over ____years towards tech
development
A.4
B.5
C.3
D.2

Answer B
Explanation Mastercard to invest $1 bn in India over 5 years towards tech development.

157) How many billions did Amazon planned to invest in India?
A.$ 4 billions
B.$ 1 billion
C.$ 3 billions
D.$ 6 billions

Answer B
Explanation Amazon to invest 1 billion USD in India.

158) When National Informatics Centre was founded ?
A.1978
B.1976
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C.1979
D.1981

Answer B
Explanation National Informatics Centre is an attached office under Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology, Government of India.It wad founded on the year 1976.

159) Kuldeep Yadav became the fastest Indian spinner to take ____wickets in
ODIs
A.105
B.100
C.109
D.115

Answer B
Explanation Kuldeep Yadav became the fastest Indian spinner to take 100 wickets in ODIs.

160) Who was the NITI Aayog chairperson?
A.Shri Vikram Sharma
B.Shri Narendra Modi
C.Shri Suresh Prabhu
D.Shri Nitin Gadkari

Answer B
Explanation The Chairperson of NITI Aayog is Shri Narendra Modi.

161) How many units will be delivered to India by 2025 for Russia S-400 longrange systems?
A.6
B.5
C.8
D.4

Answer B
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Explanation Russia started production of S-400 long-range surface-to-air missile systems for
India. The five units will be delivered to India by 2025.

162) China posts weakest growth in _____years as trade war with US bites
A.28
B.29
C.26
D.24

Answer B
Explanation China posts weakest growth in 29 years as trade war with US bites.

163) When International Union for Conservation of Nature was founded?
A.1952
B.1948
C.1950
D.1959

Answer B
Explanation International Union for Conservation of Nature is an international organization
working in the field of nature conservation and sustainable use of natural resources

164) Haryana dominates Wrestling by winning _______gold medals in Khelo
India Youth Games
A.seven
B.six
C.five
D.four

Answer B
Explanation Haryana dominates Wrestling by winning six gold medals in Khelo India Youth
Games.
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165) Where was National Book Trust headquarters located?
A.1957
B.1958
C.1959
D.1954

Answer A
Explanation National Book Trust is an Indian publishing house. It is founded in 1957 as an
autonomous body under the Ministry of Education of the Government of India.

166) Where was Khelo India Youth Games first event held?
A.2016
B.2018
C.2017
D.2015

Answer B
Explanation Khelo India Youth Games, formerly Khelo India School Games, meaning Play
India Youth Games, held annually in January.

167) Electric vehicles are future of India Elecrama conference at _________
A.Noida
B.New Delhi
C.Chennai
D.Hyderabad

Answer A
Explanation Electric vehicles are future of India-Elecrama conference at Noida.The fourteenth
edition of Elecrama - a conference for discussion on new trends and innovation for energy
transition at Greater Noida.

168) Who invested $1 bn in India over 5 years towards tech development?
A.RuPay
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B.Mastercard
C.Maestro
D.Visa

Answer B
Explanation Mastercard to invest $1 bn in India over 5 years towards tech development.

169) Around _______thousand enumerators will use mobile applications under
the guidance of 6,500 supervisors
A.10
B.20
C.30
D.40

Answer D
Explanation Around 40 thousand enumerators will use mobile applications for the first time to
gather information under the guidance of 6,500 supervisors.

170) How many billions did mastercard in India to invest over 5 years?
A.1 billion
B.4 billions
C.3 billions
D.7 billions

Answer A
Explanation Mastercard to invest $1 billions in India over 5 years towards tech development.

171) Where was National Institute of Hydrology located?
A.Madras
B.Roorkee
C.Guwahati
D.Dharwad
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Answer B
Explanation National Institute of Hydrology is an autonomous society under Ministry of Water
Resources. It was located at IIT Roorkee.

172) Fifteen Finance Commission to hold meetings with stakeholders of the
State of _______
A.Andhra Pradesh
B.Goa
C.Bihar
D.Kerala

Answer B
Explanation Fifteen Finance Commission to hold meetings with stakeholders of the State of
Goa.

173) Who was the CEO of Mastercard?
A.Ajaypal Singh Banga
B.Suresh Kumar
C.Rajnath Singh
D.Vikram Sharma

Answer A
Explanation Mastercard Incorporated is an American multinational financial services
corporation headquartered in the Mastercard International Global Headquarters in Purchase, New
York.

174) When Finance Commission was formed?
A.1951
B.1952
C.1953
D.1954

Answer A
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Explanation Finance Commission was established by the President of India in 1951 under
Article 280 of the Indian Constitution.

175) When Saubhagya Yojana was announced?
A.2018
B.2017
C.2019
D.2016

Answer B
Explanation Saubhagya Scheme or Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana is an Indian
government project to provide electricity to the households. The project was announced in
September 2017.

176) Which is the third-best state for for water efficiency?
A.Karnataka
B.West Bengal
C.Rajasthan
D.Kerala

Answer C
Explanation Rajasthan is the third-best, and Delhi is among the worst-performing states,
according to the ranking for 2019.
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