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BANKING & FINANCE
SBI to Introduce OTP-based ATM Transactions For Withdrawal of Amounts
Above Rs 10,000
SBI customers will able to make ATM withdrawal above Rs 10,000 only after an
OTP verification. The OTP-validated ATM transaction introduced to minimize the
number of unauthorized transactions. The introduction of its OTP-based cash
withdrawal facility, State Bank ATM added another layer of security for cash
withdrawals. The OTP will be received on the customer's mobile number registered
with the bank. The facility will not be applicable for transactions, where a State
Bank cardholder withdraws cash from another bank's ATM, because this
functionality not developed in National Financial Switch (NFS).The holder enters
the amount they wish to withdraw; the ATM screen displays the OTP window. The
customer to enter the OTP received on the registered mobile number to complete
the transaction. NFS is the largest interoperable ATM network in the country, and
it manages more than 95 percent of the domestic interbank ATM transactions.

RBI buys Rs 10,000 cr worth long-term govt securities in 2nd special OMO
The Reserve Bank of India bought 10,000 crore rupees of long-term government
securities and sold 8,501 crore rupees of three short-term bonds. RBI announced to
purchase and sell government securities simultaneously under Open Market
Operations (OMO) for 10,000 crore rupees each. The RBI offered to sell four
securities in the auction.
Open Market Operations (OMO)
An open market operation (OMO) activity by the central bank to give liquidity in
its currency to a bank or a group of banks.

RBI launches mobile app for visually challenged to identify denomination of
currency notes
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das launched a mobile app to
help visually-impaired people to identify the denomination of currency notes. The
visually challenged people can identify the denomination of a currency note by
using the mobile app. The application works offline once installed. The users can
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freely download the app, called 'MANI' (Mobile Aided Note Identifier), from
Android Playstore or iOS App Store. The application can scan the currency notes
using the camera of the mobile phone. It also gives audio output in Hindi and
English.
The central bank introduced several currency notes under Mahatma Gandhi Series
with significant changes in the sizes and designs after the demonetization in
November 2016. Under the new series, banknotes of 10, 20, 50, 100, 200, 500 and
2,000 released in the past couple of years. The app does not authenticate a note as
either genuine or counterfeit.

UPI hits 1.3 billion transactions in December Month
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) raised 1.3 billion transactions in December at
National Payments Corp. of India (NPCI). These transactions were 7% higher
than in October and 111% higher on a year-on-year basis, the data showed.The
transactions were worth 2.02 trillion in December compared to 1.89 trillion a month
ago. Currently, 143 banks are live on UPIUPIUPI allows users to transfer money
any time across multiple bank accounts without revealing details of ones bank
account to the other party. The simple, hassle-free three-year-old payment system is
popular among the masses. The businesses with more than 50 crore sales will have
to compulsorily offer electronic payment modes such as debit cards powered by
RuPay and low-cost digital payment options such as UPI from 1 January 2020. The
Department of Revenue (DoR) will notify RuPay and UPI as the mode of payment
for undertaking digital transactions without any MDR.

Income tax department issues new 2020 calendar for taxpayers with all
deadlines
The income tax department issued a new calendar for the year 2020, a list of all
the important tax-related deadlines. The File-it-yourself calendar to help taxpayers
file their income tax returns. The e-calendar informs taxpayers of the various
services offered by the taxman. The due dates for TCS and TDS deposits for the
quarter ending December 31, 2019. The march 15 is the due date for payment of the
fourth and last installment of advance tax for the year 2020-21.IT
assessmentMarch 31 is the last date for filing belated or revised return of income
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for the assessment year 2019-20, where assessment is not completed. May 15 is the
last date to submit the TCS statement for Q4 of FY 2019-20. May 31 is the deadline
for the quarterly report of TDS deposited for the previous quarter. June 15 is the
deadline to pay the first installment of advance tax for the assessment year 2021-22.
July 31 is the last date for filing of income tax returns (ITR) for most individuals.
September 15 is the final reminder for paying off the second installment of advance
tax.

SBI asks customers to update mobile numbers for ATM cash withdrawals
State Bank of India (SBI) introduced OTP-based ATM withdrawals with effect
from 1st January 2020. SBI OTP-based ATM cash withdrawals are applicable for
above 10,000 cash withdrawals. This service is functional at all SBI ATMs between
8 pm to 8 am. They need to carry their mobile to the ATMs. The ATM cash
withdrawals now made even safer, with the OTP-based authentication process from
SBI, in effect from 1st January 2020. Register your mobile number at the nearest
SBI branch or ATM to benefit from this service.
The SBI ATMs, along with debit card PIN to put OTP generated on their mobile
numbers registered with the bank. SBI OTP-based ATM cash withdrawal facility
is applicable for withdrawing cash above 10,000. This factor of authentication for
ATM cash withdrawals. This facility will not be suitable for cash withdrawals at
non-SBI ATMs. SBI has a deposit base of over 30 lakh crore. The bank has the
largest network of nearly 22,000 branches in India, with an ATM network of over
58,500. The number of customers using internet banking facility is 66 million.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
China to issue GDP figures under new mechanism from 2020
China will revise its regional GDP data under a unified accounting mechanism.
The Chinese economy grew at an annual pace of 6.0 percent in the July-September
quarter, the slowest growth since 1992.National Bureau of StatisticsThe National
Bureau of Statistics new mechanism unifies the standards and procedures for
calculating national and local GDP numbers calculated under different accounting
methods adopted by local and national statistics authorities since 1985. The reform
is expected to close the current discrepancy between national and regional figures
improving data quality while enhancing the credibility of the government statistics.
It is the deputy-cabinet level agency directly under the State Council of the People's
Republic of China.
Founded: 7 August 1952

HDFC Life Insurance partners with Paytm to expand its distribution
HDFC Life Insurancepartnered withPaytmto expand its distribution.Aim:
The main objective is to enable customers of Paytm to purchase insurance products
from HDFC Life. The company increases the insurance penetration in India and to
simplify the customer experience right from the purchase to the claim process.
HDFC Life InsuranceHDFC Life is a long-term life insurance provider with its
headquarters in Mumbai
Paytm
Paytm is an Indian e-commerce payment system and financial technology
company.

Adani Electricity set to raise up to $1.5 billion abroad
Adani Electricity the flagship power transmission and distribution company in
Gautam Adani's empire to raise to Sl 5 billion in what could be one of the largest
overseas borrowing exercises by an Indian company in the New Year The company
subsidiary of Adani Transmission Ltd is expected to raise about Sl billion via bonds
and S400- 500 million through syndicated loans, three people with direct
knowledge.refinance loans taken to fund the acquisition of Anil Ambani's Mumbai

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 30 - January 5, 2020)

power distribution company two years ago Adani aims to reduce costs by tapping
relatively cheap money available overseas.
The company coordinates with foreign banks to raise up to $500 million through
syndicated offshore loans will be used to expand capacity next year. The syndicated
loans would be three- or five-year money and be priced after adding 250 275 basis
points over and above the London Inter-bank Offered Rate. Indian companies
raised a record $30 25 billion in overseas borrowings this year.
Adani Power
Adani Power Limited is the power business subsidiary of Indian conglomerate
Adani Group with head office at Ahmedabad, Gujarat. The company is India's
largest private thermal power producer, with a capacity of 12,410 MW and ranked
as the 73rd largest corporation in India in Fortune India 500 list of 2018.

No extra charge on digital payments via RuPay and UPI from 1st Jan 2020
The central government decided to wave off the Merchant Discount Rate (MDR)
to promote digital payments. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman recently
announced that the digital transactions using RuPay or UPI would not face
additional charges from January 1, 2020. The central government amended two
acts, Payments and Settlement Systems Act and the Income Tax Act. The
Department of Revenue (DoR) will notify UPI and RuPay as the approved mode of
payment for digital transactions without any Merchant Discount Rate (MDR).MDR
chargeWhen a person swipes card in any merchandise the shopkeeper has to pay to
his service provider is called MDR Charge. The MDR charges can range from 0%
to 2% of the transaction amount. MDR charge also has to be paid for online
transactions based on QR Code.

Finance minister launches 102 trillion National Infra Pipeline plan
Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman launched a National Infrastructure Pipeline
coordination mechanism with an investment plan worth 102 trillion in the next
five years. The economic affairs secretary Atanu Chakraborty submitted its first
report after consultation with 70 different stakeholders for four months. The task
force set up after prime minister Narendra Modi to roll out an ambitious
infrastructure push worth 100 trillion over the next five years to make India a $5
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trillion economy.
Project Details
The projects spread across 21 ministries and 18 states and Union Territories. The
center and states will contribute 39% each of the project cost; private sectors
contribute 22% of the cost.The projects included in the pipeline, 43% are under
implementation, 33% are at a conceptual stage, and 19% are under development.
The projects belong to sectors such as power, including renewable, railways, urban
development, irrigation, mobility, education, health, water, and the digital
industry.This will include reforming the PPP-based contracts, enforcement of
agreements, and dispute resolution process.

Adani to buy 75% stake in Krishnapatnam Port
Indias largest private sector port operator agreed to buy a 75% stake in
Krishnapatnam Port Co. Ltd (KPCL) at an enterprise value of 13,500 crores,
APSEZ.Krishnapatnam PortThe Krishnapatnam Port is located in southern
Andhra Pradesh and is a multi-cargo facility. It handled 54 million tonnes (mt) of
cargo in the year ended 31 March 2019. The purchase will accelerate the Adani
Ports plan to expand its cargo-handling capacity to 400mt by 2025. The acquisition
will be funded internal accruals and existing cash balances.The credit metrics of
APSEZ consolidated to change with this transaction. The net debt-to-Ebidta of
consolidated APSEZ, including KPCL, in FY21, is expected to be around 3.2x. The
acquisition is subject to regulatory approvals and the transaction to be completed
within 120 days. The infrastructure and the distinct hinterland catered by KPCL,
this acquisition will not just increase our market share to 27% add a remarkable
value to our pan-India footprint. The APSEZ will look to expand cargo volume at
KPCL to 100mt in around seven years and will double its Ebidta in about four
years. This is the second acquisition by Adani Ports in the past seven days. On 27
December. The wholly-owned unit of Adani Ports will buy a 40.25% stake in
Snowman from Gateway Distriparks Ltd.

India Forex reserves touch all time high of 457.468 billion
India's foreign exchange reserves got by 2.520 billion USD to touch a record high
of 457.468 billion USD in the week on 27th December 2019.The foreign currency
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assets, a significant part of the overall reserves, rose by 2.203 billion USD to
424.936 billion USD. The reserves surged by 456 million USD to end at 454.948
billion USD. Gold reserves increased by 260 million USD to end at 27.392 billion
USD. India's exclusive drawing rights with the International Monetary Fund,
however, dipped by 2 million USD to 1.441 billion USD, while the country's
reserve position increased by 58 million USD to 3.7 billion USD.
International Monetary Fund
International Monetary Fund, is an international organization headquartered in
Washington, D.C
Membership: 189 countries
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INTERNATIONAL
China to issue GDP figures under new mechanism from 2020
China will revise its regional GDP data under a unified accounting mechanism.
The Chinese economy grew at an annual pace of 6.0 percent in the July-September
quarter, the slowest growth since 1992.National Bureau of StatisticsThe National
Bureau of Statistics new mechanism unifies the standards and procedures for
calculating national and local GDP numbers calculated under different accounting
methods adopted by local and national statistics authorities since 1985. The reform
is expected to close the current discrepancy between national and regional figures
improving data quality while enhancing the credibility of the government statistics.
It is the deputy-cabinet level agency directly under the State Council of the People's
Republic of China.
Founded: 7 August 1952

Pakistan officially shares list of nuclear installations with India
Pakistan shared a list of its nuclear installations with India under a bilateral
agreement. The list handed over to an Indian High Commission official in
accordance with Article-II of the Agreement on Prohibition of Attacks against
Nuclear Installations and Facilities between Pakistan and India. The list of nuclear
installations and facilities in Pakistan officially handed over to a representative of
the Indian High Commission at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Ministry of
External Affairs in New Delhi handed over the list of Indian nuclear installations
and facilities to a representative of the Pakistan High Commission at 1100 AM
(IST). The agreement contains the provision that both countries inform each other
of their nuclear installations and facilities on the 1st of January every year. This is
being done consecutively since January 1, 1992.

Nepal's President launches Visit Nepal Year 2020 campaign
President of Nepal Bidya Devi Bhandari launched Visit Nepal Year 2020
campaign amidst a spectacular ceremony held at historic Dasaratha Rangashala in
Kathmandu. Chief Justice, National Assembly Chairman, former Prime Ministers
and political party leaders from Nepal and dignitaries from various countries
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including India's Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Tourism and Culture,
Prahlad Singh Patel graced the occasion.
The ambitious campaign aims to promote tourism in Nepal and attract 2 million
tourists during the year 2020. The government a goal of making tourism one of the
critical pillars of the Nepali economy.Nepal Year 2020 will create a new image of
Nepal in the hearts and minds of the world community. India's Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for Tourism and Culture, Prahlad said India and Nepal ageold cultural and social ties.The participation and enthusiasm among youths will
make the campaign successful.Visit Nepal 2020 campaign launched in all the seven
provinces of Nepal. During the campaign, a large number of the program will be
organized in various parts of Nepal throughout the year.

Hillary Clinton appointed as new chancellor of Queen's University Belfast in
Ireland
Former US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton appointed as the new chancellor of
Queen's University in Belfast, Ireland. Clinton who is a regular visitor to Northern
Ireland back to the first visit of President Bill Clinton in 1995, becomes the
university's first female chancellor. She will serve as chancellor for a five-year
term. The position of chancellor vacant since the death in 2018 of Thomas J
Moran, chairman, president, and chief executive of Mutual of America Life
Insurance Company.

Year 2020 Designated as Year of Nurse and Midwife
World Health Organization (WHO) designated 2020 as the Year of the Nurse and
the Midwife to honor the 200th birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale.The
World Health Organization (WHO) is the collaborating partner in the three-year
Nursing Now Campaign (20182020).Aim of CampaignThe main objective is to
improve health globally by raising the status and profile of nursing, demonstrating
achieved by a strengthened nursing profession, and enabling nurses to maximize
their contribution to achieving Universal Health Coverage.WHO OrganisationThe
development of the first-ever State of the Worlds Nursing report launched in 2020.
This report describes the nursing workforce in the WHO Member States, providing
an assessment of fitness for purpose. The country-level dissemination and policy
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dialogue around the State of the Worlds Nursing report. Sustainable Development
Goal 5 contributing to economic development (SDG8) and supporting other SDGs.
Nurses and midwives play a vital role in providing health services and key
contributors to the achievement of Universal Health Coverage.Midwives are unique
professionals who provide specialist nursing care and stand at the forefront of
providing primary care for women and their babies. These academic centers are
affiliated to the Global Network of WHO and set out four broad themes to guide the
contributions of the nursing and midwifery workforce to improve global
health.Optimizing policy development, effective leadership, management, and
governance. The capacities and potential of nurses and midwives through
professional collaborative partnerships, education and continuing professional
development; and mobilizing political will to invest in building practical, evidencebased nursing and midwifery workforce development. The 20 million nurses
around the world will be thrilled to see their profession recognised. The
International Year of the Nurse and the Midwife will provide us with a new, 2020
vision of what nursing is in the modern era, and how nurses can light the way to
Universal Health Coverage and healthcare. Investing in nurses and midwives is a
good value for money. The investments in education and job creation in the health
and social sectors result in improved health outcomes, global health security, and
inclusive economic growth. The Year 2020 is all set for Nursing and Midwifery. It
will raise the profile of nursing, investing in recruitment and retention, removing
the barriers to the development of advanced nursing roles, proving highly effective
at expanding global healthcare coverage.

Iran names Esmail Qaani new Quds chief of IRGC
Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei named as the Deputy Head of the
Revolutionary Guards foreign operations arm Esmail Qaani to replace Qasem
Soleimani as its commander. Soleimani killed in a pre-dawn US strike in
Baghdad.Qasem Suleimani
Qasem Suleimani regarded as the second most powerful figure in Iran after
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei killed in an overnight attack by the US.
Top Iraqi militia commander Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, an adviser to Soleimani
killed in the attack. The Qaani was one of the most decorated commanders of the
Guards during the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. The orders for the force remain precisely

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 30 - January 5, 2020)

as they were during the leadership of Soleimani. The members of the force to
cooperate with General Qaani.

US sends 3,000 more army troops to Middle East
The United States of America around 3,000 army troops to the Middle East killing
of Iranian Commander Qasem Soleimani ordered by President Donald Trump.
They are in addition to about 700 soldiers who were deployed in Kuwait earlier this
week after the storming of the United States Embassy compound in Baghdad.
Donald Trump administration sent 14,000 additional troops to the Mideast since
May when it first publicly claimed Iran is planning attacks on US interests. The
escalation in the conflict between Washington and Iran. The execution of Iranian
Commander Qasem Soleimani by US military aimed to stop a war and not to start a
war. The Qassem was plotting attacks on US diplomats and military personnel.
United States Secretary of State Mike Pompeo defended the strike as wholly lawful
that Soleimani posed an imminent threat against the United States and its interests
in the region. Pompeo called world leaders to explain and defend Trumps decision
to order the airstrike.The United States and Iran have faced repeated crises since
Trump withdrew from the 2015 nuclear deal and imposed crippling sanctions. The
United States urged its citizens to leave Iraq immediately as fears mounted that the
strike and any retaliation by Iran could ignite a conflict that engulfs the region.

Union Government strongly condemned vandalism at Nankana Sahib
Gurudwara in Pakistan
India strongly condemned vandalism at Nankana Sahib Gurudwara in Pakistan.
The Pakistan Government to take immediate steps to ensure the safety, security,
and welfare of the members of the Sikh community. The New Delhi is concerned
with the vandalism carried out at the Nankana Sahib Gurdwara.Sikh
communityThe members of the minority Sikh community subjected to act of
violence in the holy city of Nankana Sahib, the birthplace of Shri Guru Nanak Dev
Ji. The intense action was taken against the miscreants who indulged in the
desecration of the holy Gurudwara and attacked members of the minority Sikh
community. India asked Pakistan to take all measures to protect and preserve the
sanctity of the holy Nankana Sahib Gurudwara and its surroundings.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
All India Radio organizes National Symposium of Poets 2020
National Symposium of Poets 2020 organized by All India Radio. This poet
symposium attended by select poets of all 22 languages recognized in the
constitution. It is held continuously every year since 1956.The country gave their
presentations and captivated the hearts of the people.National SymposiumThe
national symposium is organized every year and broadcast on the eve of Republic
Day and at all the centers of AIR. The special conversation with AIR News, senior
litterateur Dr. Chitra Mudgal the events unify the country.All India RadioAll India
Radio known as Akashvani is the national public radio broadcaster of India and is a
division of Prasar Bharati.Founder: Government of India
Founded: 1930, India

NITI Aayog to launch second edition of Sustainable Development Goals India
Index
NITI Aayog launches the second edition of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) India Index in New Delhi. The Index documents the progress made by
Indias States and Union Territories towards implementing the 2030 SDG targets.
NITI Aayog launches the Dashboard 2019-20. The SDG India Index and
Dashboard track the progress of States and rank all States and Union Territories on
100 indicators drawn from the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation's National Indicator Framework comprising 306 indicators.
The country and its States and UTs currently are on SDG implementation. The
distance to be traveled to reach the SDG targets. The Index covers 16 out of 17
SDGs, and it is an improvement over the 2018 SDG Index, which covered only 13
goals.
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) India Index
It is general way to provide a overall view on the social, economic and
environmental status of the country and its States and UTs. The data gaps related
across SDGs for India to develop its statistical systems at the national and State
levels.
NITI Aayog
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Aim: To achieve sustainable development goals with cooperative federalism with
the involvement of State Governments of India
Formed: 1 January 2015

IRCTC to launch Tejas train from Ahmedabad to Mumbai on January 17
The second privately operated IRCTCs premium Tejas train, which will run
betweenAhmedabadand Mumbai, launched on January 17. The first Tejas, which
runs on the Delhi-Lucknow route, Indian Railways, compensate passengers if the
train gets delayed. The first commercial run of the Tejas train will be on January
19.About the Train
The train is equipped with all modern onboard facilities for ensuring high-level
comfort to passengers. The passengers are traveling on the train provided with Rail
Travel Insurance of up to 25 lakhs, free of cost by the IRCTC. The IRCTC, the
catering and tourism arm of Indian Railways planning to imbibe regional delicacies
from the local and ethnic cuisines to suit the taste buds of passengers.Ministry of
RailwaysMinistry of Railways to improve the overall travelling experience of rail
passengers by providing state-of-the-art amenities to them on trains. The IRCTC
will compensate each passenger with Rs 100 in case the train is delayed by more
than one hour and Rs 250 in case of delay of more than two hours. The passengers
travelling on the train will be provided with Rail Travel Insurance of up to Rs 25
Lakhs, free of cost by the IRCTC. This complimentary travel insurance will also
include an exclusive coverage of Rs 1 lakh against robbery during the travel period
of passengers.The train fare will be dynamic in nature and based on the prevailing
fare of the Shatabdi on the same route. The cancellation of the train, an automatic
full refund on confirmed and waitlisted e-tickets will be made.

Odisha govt launches online platform for issuance of certificates
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik launched the online platform for the issuance of
income certificate, residence certificate, caste certificate without any fees, and
based on the self-certification system of asking for the Solvency certificate by the
departments The recruiting agencies allow the applicants to declare their caste
(ST/SC) and Resident status, etc. at the time of application. The provisional
selection, applicants shall be called upon to produce certificates like Caste,
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Resident, etc. for scrutiny and final choice. The applicants to declare their caste
(ST/SC) and resident Status. After provisional selection, applicants shall be called
upon to produce certificates like Caste (ST/SC), Resident for scrutiny and final
admission.What is an Income Certificate?An Income Certificate is a document
issued by government authority under the State Government certifying the annual
income of a person or his family from all sources. The actual authority that issues
such a certificate varies from state to state.

Himachal Pradesh exempts Women from HPPSC HPSSC Exam Fee
Himachal Pradesh government decided to exempt women from paying the
application fee for government recruitment exams. The fee exemption applicable to
women candidates who apply for any recruitment advertised by the state's Public
Service Commission (HPPSC) and Staff Selection Commission (HPSSC). The
decision was taken by the Himachal Pradesh cabinet.
The application fee usually varies from Rs. 500 to Rs. 1500. With the application
fee gone, it is expected that the number of women applicants will increase. Staff
Selection Commission (SSC) does not charge any application fee from women
candidates . The government provides free textbooks to all general category
students of classes 9 and 10 of government schools. The union cabinet decided to
fill ten vacant posts in the state Administrative Services through direct recruitment
by facilitated by Himachal Pradesh Public Service Commission.

Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah lays the Foundation stone of
Directorate General Building of CRPF
Union Home Minister Sh. Amit Shah lays the Foundation stone of the Directorate
General Building of CRPF in New Delhi. The supreme sacrifices made about 2184
CRPF personnel for internal security duties, including at the war theatres with
China in October 1959 and with Pakistan at Sardar Post, Kutch in Gujarat in 1965.
CRPF bagged 75 bravery medals are the highest for any force.
The new building at the cost of Rs 280 crore all modern facilities and green
amenities, besides effective control and command system, with further training
modules for 3.5 lakh strong force to enhance their operational capability.
The Home Minister launched a new logo, Garud, for those engaged in providing
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security to the common man and VIPs.
CRPF - New Building
The new building at a cost of Rs 280 crore will have all modern facilities and green
amenities, besides effective control and command system with modern training
modules for 3.5 lakh strong force to enhance their operational capability. The
Home Minister also launched a new logo Garud for those engaged in providing
security to the common man and VIPs it would give them a new identity. Central
Reserve Police Force- India's largest Central Armed Police Force and considered to
be World's largest Paramilitary Force.

PM Narendra Modi launches social media campaign in support of CAA
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a social media campaign in support of the
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA). He launched the drive via the Twitter
account of Narendra Modi.PM Modi tweeted a video featuring spiritual leader
Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev provided a lucid explanation of aspects relating to CAA
and calls out the misinformation by placed interest groups. Political leaders showed
them the trending hashtag #IndiaSupportsCAA through their twitter handles.
Sadguru video provides historical context, brilliantly highlights our culture of
brotherhood.Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
2019 passed by the Parliament of India on 11 December 2019. It is amended by the
Citizenship Act of 1955 by providing a path to Indian citizenship. for Hindu, Sikh,
Buddhist, Jain, Parsi, and Christian religious minorities fleeing persecution from
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Afghanistan.

AAI to Set Up 3 Water Aerodromes in Andaman and Nicobar
Airports Authority of India (AAI) seeking environmental clearance from the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change for three, first-of-its-kind in
the country, water aerodromes in Andaman and Nicobar Islands. AAI intends to
develop water aerodromes in Long Island, Swaraj Island and Shaheed Island with a
total investment of Rs 50 crore and sought clearance for preparing. The proposed
projects serve employment to local people.The establishment of water aerodromes
will contribute to an increase in the level of current social infrastructural facilities
of the islands. The civil aviation ministry invited bids for three unserved
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airports/airstrips in the Andaman & Nicobar Islands and one underserved airport in
Lakshadweep Island under the fourth round of the regional air connectivity scheme.
The Director-General of Civil Aviation last year issued licensing norms for water
aerodromes, where amphibian planes can land and takeoff.
Airports Authority of India
Airports Authority of India is a government body working under the Ministry of
Civil Aviation, Government of India.
Headquarters: New Delhi
Founded: 1 April 1995

Finance Ministry to organise Arun Jaitley Memorial Lecture on March 20
next year
Finance Ministry planned to organize the Arun Jaitley Memorial Lecture on
March 20 next year to pay tribute to the former Finance Minister. Indias most
significant tax reforms and was the chief trouble-shooter of the BJP, and the Modi
government died on August 24 after battling multiple health issues for several
months. The first annual program will be on Friday, 20 March 2020. An
Economists Conclave will be held the next day. Arun Jaitley is one of India's most
articulate and influential leaders who brought civility to public discourse. Arun
Jaitley served as the Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs of the Government
of India from 2014 to 2019.

NIT Trichy Alumni Commit $3 Mn For Alma Mater's Research Work
Scholarships
National Institute of Technology (NIT), Trichy committed a sum of about $3
million for research activities at their alma mater and for the institute's scholarship
programs. The Global Alumni Meet 2020 scheduled to be held in Chennai. This
effort is to create several Ph.D. scholars from the institute in technologies like
Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning, and The Internet of Things (IoT) and
creating intellectual property rights. The fundingis towards future technologies. The
Institute has over 30,000 alumni spread across the world and churns out 1,700
graduates every year.Global Alumni Meet 2020
GAM2020 is a mega event to bring together the alumni of NIT Trichy across the
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globe. This event is conducted every year by the National Institute of Technology
(NIT), Trichy.

Centralised Access Control System and e-BCAS Project launched to digitise
employee movement process at airports
Shri Hardeep Singh Puri, Minister of State (I/C) for Civil Aviation, launched the
biometric-enabledCentralised Access Control System (CACS) ande-BCAS
Project Training Module.The two projects launched are important milestones to
enhance security and ease of doing business at airports.CACS projectis to digitize
the employee movement process at the airports. This multi-layered security system
encompasses the uniqueness of the Airport Entry Permit (AEP)users, biometric
authentication in addition to PIN-based identity verification through contactless
smart card technology. The cost of the card is Rs. 225 valid for three years.
Biometric ID (Biometric enabled Centralised Access Control System having chipembedded smart AEPs) thus issued, is non-duplicable.
An MoU signed between ECIL and BCAS on 17th December 2015 with an overall
investment of Rs.34.92 crore. The Project is to digitize the existing mechanism at
the airports and reduce human intervention systematically issued laminated paperbased Aerodrome Entry Permit. Airports Authority of India successfully conducted
SAT (Site Acceptance Test) at various airport i.e., Ahmedabad, Chennai & Kolkata
e-BCAS Project: Training Module
Aroundmore than 1.5 lac employees of various stakeholders by migrating from
manual process of training to a digital platform. The main objective of the e-BCAS
Project is to make all the activities in the BCAS transparent, user-friendly, and
efficient project. All 29 Aviation Security Training Institutes (ASTIs) registered as
User Entities, and now they can make nominations for various courses online. This
would result in making the entire training ecosystem of BCAS transparent as well
as efficient. BCAS conducts training, testing and certification courses through its
International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) Certified ASTC (Aviation
Security Training Centre, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi) and through approved Aviation
Security Training Institutes (29 ASTIs as of now) of various Airlines, Airport
operators, Aviation Security Group (ASG) and ASTIs of other entities.e-BCAS
ProjectThe e-BCAS project to achieve a paperless office under the e-Governance
initiative of GoI. The main at facilitating external stakeholders to access the BCAS
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system by digital automation of all internal office procedures in 2016. The Project
approved by the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) at an estimated cost of
Rs.21.69 crore. The e-BCAS Project included Training module, Quality Control,
and Operational module and Administration. The current training module part
completed at an estimated cost of Rs.30.00 lakhs. These steps will ease the process
of training, audit/inspections, enhance the throughput as well as a lot of time,
energy.

IIT Guwahati researchers develop materials to produce energy
Researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Guwahati developed
materials that can generate power from both stagnant and flowing water. These new
ways of producing energy on a small scale employed in household environments to
support the decentralization of energy sources. The researchers nanoscale
phenomenon called electrokinetic streaming potential to harvest energy from
flowing water on a small scale like water through household water taps.They used
another process called contrasting interfacial activities which different types of
semiconducting materials employed to generate power from stagnant water the
research in alternative energy sources such as light, heat, wind, ocean waves.
The generation of energy from water in various forms -- river flow, ocean tides,
stagnant water, and even raindrops.The exploration of such electrokinetic
phenomena and their possible use for energy conversion known for over half a
century.The humble efficiency of electrokinetic streaming potential based energy
generating devices is attributed to the trade-off between high flow-rate and
nanofluidic confinement.
The findings demonstrate that power output can be improved by a thousand times
by attaining the best out of these parameters. The research team is currently
working on such optimization efforts.
The complementary charge transfer activities of doped graphene flakes based
devices generate power just upon dipping in any kind of water source, like lake,
river, or seawater. Graphene is the sheet produced by oxidation followed by
reduction of natural graphite flakes.

CBIC paid 1,12,000 crore as refunds to exporters
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Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs around 1,12,000 crore rupees paid as
Integrated Goods and Services Tax-IGST refunds to exporters. The
governments efforts to fast track refunds under GST, especially to exporters. The
refunds only 3,604 crores are pending with Customs. The data analytics to identify
risky exporter entities that take input tax credit fraudulently and monetize it by
paying IGST and taking a refund. The exporters being subject to KYC and
verification process before the grant of refund.Central Board of Indirect Taxes
and CustomsCentral Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs is the agency
responsible for administering Customs, GST, Central Excise, Service Tax and
Narcotics in India.Headquarters: New DelhiFounded: 1944

WhatsApp service and helpline number launched for women
Uttar Pradesh State Road Transport Corporation (UPSRTC) launched a
dedicated women helpline, 'Damini,' which is a calling and a WhatsApp service
for the safety of women. The unique number "81142-77777" subscribed for the
helpline is an extension of the 'Nirbhaya Yojana'aims to ensure the safety of
women. UPSRTC managing director Raj Shekhar said that the helpline is called
'Damini' because of its specific nature and importance.
The number visible by printing it inside buses and at bus stations by January 15.
The service will be functional from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. every day and will be
exclusively handled by women officers at the UPSRTC headquarters and regional
offices.
Nirbhaya Yojana
Nirbhaya Fund announced by the Finance Minister in his 2013 budget speech, with
Government contribution of Rs. 1000 Crores for empowerment, safety, and security
of women and girl children.

India's Forest Cover Expanded By Over 5,000 Square Km In 2 Years
The forest and tree cover in India risen by 5,188 square kilometers in the last two
years. Karnataka is growing the maximum protection of 1,025 sq km. There is an
increase of 3,976 sq. Km (0.56 percent) of forest cover and 1,212 sq. Km (1.29
percent) of tree cover compared to the 2017 report.Different States - ForestThe
three states in terms of forest cover are Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Kerala.
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Karnataka grew the maximum forest-and-tree protection at 1,025 sq km, Andhra
Pradesh grew a 990-sq. Km cover and an 823-sq.km of forest cover created by
Kerala in the last two years. Two other states followed are Jammu and Kashmir,
which grew a 371-sq. Km forest cover, and Himachal Pradesh.The current
assessment shows an increase of 544 sq. Km (0.19 percent) in 140 hill districts of
the country. The forest data of Jammu and Kashmir, recorded through satellite
imaging, covers areas outside LoC that are under the illegal occupation of Pakistan
and China. The north-east did not show positive results as the current assessment
showed a decrease of forest cover to the extent of 765 sq. Km (0.45 percent) in the
region. The total forest cover of India is 7,12,249 sq. Km is 21.67 percent of the
geographical area of the country. The tree cover of the country is estimated at
95,027 sq. Km, which is 2.89 percent of the geographic area. India on track to
achieve its climate goal of creating an additional carbon sink of 2.5-3 billion tonnes
under the Paris Agreement.

India plans $35 billion power reforms to revive ailing utilities
India is planning another wave of reforms aimed at turning around its struggling
power retailers. The initiative is still under consideration for the declining to
provide details. The reforms could cost as much as 2.5 trillion rupees ($35 billion)
over five years, according to people with knowledge of the issue.
Technology Upgrade
The measures focus on infrastructure and technology upgrades of the ailing utilities
to make them more efficient and reduce financial losses. The efforts could include
central government grants of as much as 1 trillion rupees to states that meet targets
set by New Delhi. The plan could include the installation of about 250 million
prepaid smart meters expected to boost revenue collection. Electricity distributors
are the weakest link in the countrys power supply chain, losing almost one-fifth of
their revenue because of technical and commercial reasons, including loss of power
supplies through theft and poor transmission infrastructure or inefficient billing and
collection. The investment in smart meters expected to become part of the operating
expenses of the retailers.
The power ministry is working with distribution companies on models for other
initiatives. The new measures would follow an unsuccessful plan unveiled in 2015
to make retailers profitable by March 2019. While such losses did decline, they
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were still at about 18% The net income losses at distributors that signed up for the
reform plan in the same year widened to about 280.4 billion rupees, an 85% yearon-year increase.

Aadhaar and PAN linking deadline extended to March 2020
The deadline to link the permanent account number (PAN) with
Aadhaarextended till 31 March 2020 by the Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) through an order. The due date for linking of PAN with Aadhaar under
section 2 of Section 139 AA of the Income-tax Act,1961, extended from 31st
December 2019 to 31st March 2020. The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)
frames policy for the I-T department. Supreme Court in September last year
declared the Centre's flagship Aadhaar scheme as constitutionally valid and held
that the biometric ID would remain mandatory for the filing of I-T returns and
allotment of PAN.

Railway Protection Force renamed as Indian Railway Protection Force Service
The Ministry of Railways accorded Organised Group 'A' status to Railway
Protection Force (RPF) and renamed it Indian Railway Protection Force Service.
The Organised Group 'A' status (OGAS) to RPF decision arising from Hon'ble
Court's orders. The RPF will be known as the Indian Railway Protection Force
Service. The notice in this regard was issued by the Joint Director of Railway
Board Amitabh Joshi on December 30.Railway Protection ForceIt is a security
force, established by the Railway Protection Force Act, 1957Founded: 27 July
1872

Prime Minister Narendra Modi to honour states with Krishi Karman Awards
for good agriculture production
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit to Karnataka. Bengaluru Prime Minister
will take part in the Krishi award function in Tumkuru Junior College grounds.
He will hand over Krishi Karman Award to 21 people to record good agriculture
production in various categories during the previous crop seasons.
He will distribute fishing equipment. Defence Research and Development
Organisation dedicate five DRDO Young Scientists Laboratories to the nation.
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Prime Minister will address the scientists to the exhibits on innovative products
developed by DRDO. Prime Minister will inaugurate the 107th National Science
Congress in the University of Agricultural Sciences in Bengaluru. He will present
various awards constituted by the Indian Science Congress Association. The focal
theme of the Science conference in this edition is Science and Technology isRural
Development.

Amit Shah to dedicate new campus of National Fire Service College in Nagpur
Union Home Minister Amit Shah dedicate the new campus of National Fire
Service College (NFSC) in Nagpur. He will also lay the foundation stone of the
National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) academy. The function organized at
National Fire Service College, Mr. Shah will confer the 15 President's fire service
medal for gallantry. Union Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari and Minister of State
for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai will be present in the function. NFSC in Raj Nagar
area of Nagpur city is an academic and research institute involved in the training of
the Fire Service officers and students of BE Fire engineering.
National Disaster Response Force (NDRF)
It is a specialized force constituted for the purpose of specialist response to a
threatening disaster situation or disaster under the Disaster Management Act
Founded: 2006

EC launches online system to let new parties track status of registration
applications
Election Commission launched an online system to allow political parties to track
the applications for the registration with the poll panel on a real-time basis. The
Commission amended the guidelines for registration last month. The new norms
have come into force. The features of the Political Parties Registration Tracking
Management System (PPRTMS) the applicants applying for the party registration
from January 1 will be able to track the progress of application and will get the
status update through SMS and e-mail. The registration of political parties
governed by the provisions of section 29A of the Representation of the People
Act, 1951. The record of applying to the Commission within 30 days from the date
of its formation.Election Commission of IndiaElection Commission of India is a
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higher authority responsible for administering election processes in India at the
national, state and district levels.
Formed: 25 January 1950

Odisha govt launches online platform to digitalise Odisha Gazette
Odisha's 5T initiatives launched an online platform to digitalize the publication of
Odisha Gazette and move forward as a paperless mode of publication. The
departments will upload their content material, which will be scrutinized by the
Government Press with the numbers and date of the periodical to be circulated in
the e-gazette portal. The electronic signature, e-sign integration is carried out for
better and secure authentication of the indenting departments. The possibility of
manipulation in the contents of the Gazette. Such e-Publication will cover under
section-8 of the Information Technology Act 2000enables it to acquire legal
entity. This electronic mode will provide hassle-free access to all indenting,
publishing, user departments, and the general public.

DMRC awards first civil contract for Tughlakabad Aerocity corridor
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) awarded the first civil contract for the
Tughlakabad-Aerocity corridor of its Phase 4 project. The first civil contract for
the Tughlakabad the Aerocity corridor of Phase 4 awarded. This contract involves
the construction of Metro viaduct from Sangam Vihar to Saket G including four
elevated Metro stations - Sangam Vihar, Khanpur-Davoli, Ambedkar Nagar and
Saket-G. The section will be a double-decker viaduct include as well as an elevated
six-lane flyover from Sangam Vihar to Ambedkar Nagar. Union Cabinet approved
three out of the six proposed corridors of Delhi Metro's Phase 4 project namely RK
Ashram to Janakpuri West (25 stations), Tughlakabad to Aerocity (15 stations) and
Maujpur to Mukundpur (six stations). The three priority corridors consist of both
underground (22.359 kilometers) and elevated (39.320 kilometers) sections. The
total length of these three corridors is 61.679 kilometers.

Kerala CM launches K-RERA to bring transparency in real estate sector
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan launched the Kerala Real Estate Regulatory
Authority .The main aim to boost the confidence of customers and bring in more
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transparency in the real estate sector, Real Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA)
will be more transparency and credibility. Kerala Chief Minister's real-estate sector
tremendous growth in the country in the last decade passed by the Parliament, the
Real Estate (Regulation and Development) Act, 2016, had directed the state
governments to establish RERA for effective regulation of the real sector and also
for speedy dispute redressal. The buildings with more than eight apartments and
real estate projects with 500 square meters of land or more will have to register
with RERA.

Around 28 UIDAI-run Aadhaar Seva Kendras operational across the country
Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) opened 28 Aadhaar Seva
Kendras (ASK) as part of its plan to open 114 stand-alone Aadhaar Enrolments &
Update Centres across the country. These are in addition to about 38,000 Aadhaar
enrolment centers run by Banks, Post Offices, and State Governments. These ASKs
open on all days of the week to over 3 Lakh residents, of which a sizeable number
are Divyang persons. These centers can handle up to 1,000 enrolments and update
requests per day and are operational from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. They are closed
only on public holidays. UIDAI plans to set up 114 Aadhaar Seva Kendras in 53
cities across the country. While Aadhaar enrolment is free, a nominal charge of
Rs.50 is payable for updating details like adding a mobile number to Aadhaar,
updating the address. The list of 28 Aadhaar Seva Kendras operational in different
parts of the country.Unique Identification Authority of IndiaAadhaar is a
12-digit unique identity number that can be obtained voluntarily by residents or
passport holders of India, based on their biometric and demographic data. The data
is collected by the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) established in
January 2009 by the government of India.

Indian Railway announces one integrated Helpline number 139
The Indian Railways made to overcome the inconvenience over multiple helpline
numbers for grievances and inquiry during railway travel, Indian Railway
integrated railway helplines into single number 139 for the passengers for quick
grievance redressal and inquiry during their journey. The new helpline number 139
will take over all the existing helpline numbers (except 182), it will be easy for the
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passengers to remember this number and connect with Railways for all their needs
during the travel.The Railway grievances helplines are discontinued:
138 (for general complaints)
1072 (for accidents and safety)
9717630982 (for SMS complaints)
58888 / 138 (for clean my coach)
152210 (for vigilance)
The Helpline
1800111321
139 will
(for be
catering
available
services)
in twelve languages. It will be based on the
IVRS (Interactive Voice Response System). Menu of 139 Helpline (IVRS) is as
under:
The security & medical assistance, passenger has topress 1,which connects
immediately to a call center executive
The passenger topress two.
The information regarding PNR Status, arrival/departure of the train,
accommodation, fare inquiry, ticket booking, system ticket cancellation,
wake up alarm facility/destination alert, wheelchair booking, meal booking
can be obtained.
For catering complaints, passenger topress 3
For general claims, passenger topress 4
For vigilance related complaints, passenger topress 5
For queries during an accident, the passenger topress 6
For the status of claims, passenger topress 9
For talking to call center executive, passenger topush *

Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas signs Contracts for 7 Blocks Awarded
under Open Acreage Licensing Programme
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas contracts for seven blocks, awarded under
Open Acreage Licensing Programme (OALP) Bid Round - IV. The Government
launched OALP Bid Round IV on 27th August 2019. The Bid Round-IV offered
seven blocks under International Competitive Bidding (ICB) process. The bidding
closed on 31st October 2019. Seven blocks Around approved for award to ONGC,
for which the Revenue Sharing Contracts have signed in the presence of the
Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas & Steel, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan. The
total area awarded in the 7 Onland blocks is 18,510 sq.km. The blocks spread
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across three sedimentary basins.
The OALP Bid Rounds under the ambit of Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing
Policy (HELP) introduced in the year 2016, characterized by the Revenue Sharing
Mechanism replacing the earlier New Exploration and Licensing Policy
(NELP) which had Production Sharing Mechanism. Seven blocks awarded under
OALP IV to ONGC have a resource potential of approx. Thirty-three billion bbls of
oil and oil equivalent gas.

PM Narendra Modi disburses 12,000 crore rupees to six crore farmers
Prime Minister Narendra Modi electronically released 12,000 crore rupees under
Pradhan Mantri Samaan Yojana to six crore farmers in Tumakuru. He awarded the
Krishi Karman Award to the progressive farmers from 21 states. Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka gave deep sea fishing boats and transponders that will help them to
navigate in the deep sea. Prime Minister emphasized on agro exports, valueaddition of produce, marketing, and doubling of farmers income by 2022. The
individual programs are launched for coffee, rubber, coconut, cashew, and pulses.
The government is committed to improving irrigation facilities and providing skills
to the agriculturists.

Maharashtra Govt launches Cyber Safe Women initiative
Maharashtra Government launched a Cyber Safe Women initiative under which
awareness camps held across all the districts of the state regarding cyber safety. The
initiative will help in educating women about how the web is used by anti-social
elements and child predators to commit various types of crimes. The instances of
cyber-crime need to be curbed, and the government is looking to take all measures
to ensure that women and children to these criminal activities.Cyber Safe Women
initiativeThe important to discuss the best practices openly for surfing the internet.
The best practices are given below. The sensitive information on any social media,
which is private, should be secured using complex passwords. Printers, wifi,
webcams, and computers, should be shut down and not kept continuously open
when not in use. Do not access the links to which an email can direct you and then
ask you for personal information. The net banking does not adopt google search or
other search and instead of typing the correct address of your bank yourself in the
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address bar.

Delhi first fully automated car park tower unveiled in Green Park
Delhi Municipal Corporation inaugurated the citys first fully-automated carparking tower facility at Green Park. The facility can accommodate at least 34 cars.
The facility inaugurated by Union housing and urban affairs minister Hardeep
Singh Puri.Car-parking tower facilityThe facility four towers each of 39.50
meters height with 17 levels to accommodate 34 cars. The operation and
maintenance cost and requirement of manual labor lower than conventional parking
facilities. The retrieval time of vehicles will be just three minutes, in comparison to
15 minutes in traditional parking facilities. The pollution and no fuel consumption
in the automated tower parking, whereas pollution in the conventional parking
lingers on due to smoke discharge of car movement through ramps and fuel
consumption.

Government appoints AIIMS Prof Suresh Chandra Sharma as first chief of
NMC
The chief of Delhi AIIMS ENT head-neck surgery department Professor Suresh
Chandra Sharma appointed the chairman of the National Medical Commission.
TheAppointment Committee of the Cabinet approved the appointment of Sharma
for three years. The governors of the Medical Council of India (MCI) appointed
as the secretary of the Commission for a similar term.National Medical
Commission (NMC) Act, 2019National Medical Commission (NMC) Act 2019
provides for a system to quality and affordable medical education. It ensures the
availability of adequate and high-quality medical professionals in all parts of the
country. Medical Council of India for the development and regulation of all aspects
of medical education, profession, and institutions. The Board of Governors
appointed to perform its functions. The 72 applications for NMC received by the
central government. The person appointed as its chairman and others named as the
member, any officer, and another employee of the council shall immediately vacate
their respective offices. The Commission can have a chairperson ten ex-officio
members and 22 part-time members, according to the law. The allegations of
corruption against MCI office bearers and probes into opaque accreditation to
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medical colleges. The MCI members accused of taking bribes to fast-track
accreditation. There are allegations of corruption in granting different kinds of
permission by the council to medical colleges.

India sets record for highest number of babies born on New Year Day
India recorded the highest number of babies born worldwide on New Year's Day.
The world's second-most populous country registering an estimated 67,385 births
out of the nearly 400,000 babies born globally on that day.UNICEF - Birth Ratio
CountAround 400,000 babies were born around the world on New Year's Day,
with India recording the highest number of these births worldwide at 67,385. The
392,078 babies were born around the world on New Years Day, according to
UNICEF. An estimated 67,385 babies were born in India. Globally, over half of
these births were estimated to have taken place in eight countries - India (67,385),
China (46,299), Nigeria (26,039), Pakistan (16,787), Indonesia (13,020), United
States of America (10,452), Democratic Republic of Congo (10,247) and Ethiopia
(8,493). The remarkable world progress in child survival cutting the number of
children worldwide who die before their fifth birthday by more than half. Babies
dying in the first month accounted for 47 percent of all deaths among children
under five in 2018.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 107th Indian Science
Congress
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the 107th Indian Science
Congress (ISC) at the University of Agricultural Sciences, Bengaluru.The young
scientists to work in the field of rural development where there are several
opportunities for cheaper and better innovations. The theme of 107th ISC is Science
and Technology:Rural Development.
Technology ImpactThe union Government programs created more incubators in
the last five years than in the previous 50 years. The technology helped in building
toilets and providing electricity to the poor. The technology of Geo Tagging and
Data Science, many of the projects in rural and urban areas, could be timely
completed. Digitalization, E-Commerce, Internet Banking, and Mobile Banking
services are assisting the rural population significantly. The technology could be
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harnessed for several rural development initiatives, particularly in the area of costeffective Agriculture and Farm to Consumer supply chain network. The
technological solutions for stalk burning, maintenance of Groundwater tables,
prevention of infectious diseases, environment-friendly transportation. Science and
technology have a significant role in contributing to making India a $5 Trillion
Economy.

Union government gears up to place restrictions on non-essential imports
India is set to finalize stricter quality standards for 371 items aim at curbing
imports of non-essential items such as toys, plastic goods, sports items, and
furniture, especially from China. The rules to be framed by ministries in
coordination with the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) will ensure stricter
inspection of imports.
India - China Imports
The curbing imports from China and narrowing the trade deficit with Indias
northern neighbour the rules will apply to Indian producers as to make the
regulations World Trade Organization-compliant. The Non-essential imports
from China amount to 4 trillion a year, according to a commerce ministry
estimate.Indias widening trade deficit with China, which currently stands at $53.6
billion.

Andhra Pradesh Government appoints two Disha Special Officers
Andhra Pradesh government-appointedIndian Administrative Service (IAS)
official Dr. Kritika Shukla and Indian Police Service (IPS) official M Deepika as
Special Officers.The speedy trial and faster execution in cases of sexual offenses
against women in the state. The state will set up an exclusive special court in all the
13 districts to deal with cases of offenses against women and children including
rape, acid attacks, stalking, voyeurism, social media harassment of women, sexual
harassment and cases under POCSO Act.

General Bipin Rawat proposes integrated Air Defence Command for armed
forces
Chief of Defence Staff Gen Bipin Rawat issued directions to prepare a roadmap to
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create an Air Defence Command to enhance the security of India's skies. The areas
identified for bringing in tri-services jointness and synergy include setting up of
common logistics support pools where two or more services have their
presence.The CDS will have a crucial role in ensuring optimum utilization of
allocated budget, ushering in more synergy in procurement, training, and operations
of the services through joint planning and integration. The other primary mandate
of the CDS is to facilitate the indigenization of weapons and equipment to the
maximum extent possible while formulating the overall defence acquisition plan for
the three Services.

Dr. Jitendra Singh inaugurates first capacity building programme
Union Minister of State Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region
inaugurated thefirst Capacity Building Programme on General Financial
Rules-2017, e-Procurement and Government e-Marketplace (GeM) at Convention
Centre, Jammu. The capacity building program is being conducted by the
Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances, Govt. of India in
collaboration with Govt. of Jammu & Kashmir, National Centre for Good
Governance (NCGG), National Institute of Financial Management (NIFM) and
Institute of Management, Public Administration and Rural Development
(IMPARD) for 385 officials of the Govt. of Jammu and Kashmir. The Central law
applies to the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir necessary to unlearn the
things that were learned in the past to adapt to the new system.
The conference to take forward the commitment to apply all the central laws to the
Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir through proper training and capacity
building. The conference witnessed huge participation of officials from various
departments of UT of J&K. The conference, a five-year vision document of the
Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances released besides
launching a monitoring Dashboard of the Grievance Portal of Govt. of Jammu and
Kashmir. A Memorandum of Understanding and exchange of documents between
DARPG, NCGG, and IMPARD for the capacity building.

KVIC opened first silk processing plant in Gujarat
Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) a first Silk Processing Plant
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inaugurated at Surendranagar in Gujarat. The cost of production of silk yarn
increases the sale and availability of raw material for Gujarati Patola Sarees locally.
The plant set up by a khadi institution at the cost of Rs 75 lakhs in which KVIC
contributed Rs 60 lakh. The unit employed 90 local women.
Patola
Patola, the trademark Saree of Gujarat is considered to be very costly and worn
only by the Royals or the Aristocrat. The main reason at the raw material silk yarn
is purchased from Karnataka or West Bengal.KVIC invested Rs. 60 Lakhs to build
the Silk Processing Plant to generate livelihood and sales of Patola Sarees by
making silk more readily available at a low cost for the Patola Saree manufacturers
in the nearby area. India its a unique weave for the Silk Saree. It is notable that
Patola Silk Saree is amongst the top five silk weaves are desired in every Indian
Saree Lover's wardrobe.

Gujarat CM unveils world second tallest statue of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani unveils the second tallest statue of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel in the world at Ahmedabad.
Salient features of Statue
Around 50 feet tall bronze statue with a weight of 70 thousand kilograms unveiled
at the Sardardham campus near the Vaishnodevi Circle in Ahmedabad. It is the
second-highest statue of Indias first home minister after the Statue of Unity of the
legendary leader situated at Kevadiya in the Narmada district of Central Gujarat.
Sardar Patel designed by Padma Bhusan Ram V. Sutar, the Statue of Unity. Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani the highest and second highest statue of Sardar Patel,
the architect of united India is situated in his home state.

Union Government sanctions 2,636 EV charging stations in 62 cities
The union government approved setting up 2,636 electric vehicle charging stations
across 62 cities in 24 states and union territories of India under the second phase of
the FAME India scheme. The move meant to encourage manufacturers to launch
new electric vehicle models. The charging station will be available of the selected
cities in a grid of 4 km x 4 km boost the confidence of users of electric vehicles in
terms of range anxiety and also this will encourage the OEMs to launch the new
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electric vehicle models which they were hesitant because of lack of charging
infrastructure.
Second Phase
The second phase of Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Electric Vehicles in
India (FAME India), 317 EV charging stations allotted in Maharashtra, 266 in
Andhra Pradesh, 256 in Tamil Nadu, 228 in Gujarat, 205 in Rajasthan, 207 in Uttar
Pradesh, 172 in Karnataka, 159 in Madhya Pradesh, 141 in West Bengal, 138 in
Telangana, and 131 in Kerala. The 72 EV charging stations will set up in Delhi, 70
in Chandigarh, 50 in Haryana, 40 in Meghalaya, 37 in Bihar, 29 in Sikkim, 25 each
in Jammu & Kashmir and Chhattisgarh, 20 in Assam, 18 in Odisha and ten each in
Uttarakhand, Puducherry and Himachal Pradesh.

Shri Nityanand Rai inaugurated 4th All India Police Judo Cluster
Championship 2019
Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, Shri Nityanand Rai inaugurated the 4th
All India Police Judo Cluster Championship 2019in New Delhi. The five-day
sporting event will draw to a close on the 7th of this month. The Prime Minister and
the Union Home Minister organized the Khelo India program.4th All India Police
Judo Cluster ChampionshipThe 4th All India Police Judo Cluster Championship
organized this year by CRPF is being attended by 34 participating teams. It consists
of 1207 sportspersons from across the country, with a total of 15 Trophies and 214
Medals, including one Medal for the Best Gymnast, in contention. The cluster
organized by Sashtra Seema Bal (SSB) in 2016, West Bengal Police in 2017, and
Odisha Police in 2018.

Ministry of External Affairs created new emerging and strategic technologies
NEST
External affairs ministrydeclared the setting up ofnew emerging and strategic
technologies (NEST) division.The division will work to increase investment
coordination among the states of the country and also with the foreign
countries.NEST
NEST act as the nodal division within the ministry for issues about new and
emerging technologies. It will help in collaboration with foreign partners in the

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 30 - January 5, 2020)

field of 5G and artificial intelligence. The division holds responsibility for matters
that involve negotiations with multilateral fora like the United Nations, G20. This
will help to safeguard Indias interests as such forums govern the rules of access to
such technologies.NEST helps the country to partner with other countries in the
areas of 5G and artificial intelligence. Huwaei customers with the Chinese
government to participate in 5G trials. The central government quick on adopting
the new technologies, and the development has come at the time when the reports
have suggested that the Indians are among the most optimistic about new
technology.

Maharashtra Govt launches Cyber Safe Women initiative
Maharashtra Government launched a Cyber Safe Women initiative under which
awareness camps across all the districts of the state regarding cyber safety. The
action will help in educating women about how the web is used by anti-social
elements and child predators to commit various types of crimes. The rising
instances of cyber-crime need to curbed and the government is looking to take all
measures to ensure that women and children do not fall prey to these criminal
activities.Cyber Safe WomenCyber safe women campaign will be launched in
every district of Maharashtra. The state government will also organize lectures on
cybercrime information. The campaign cover cybercrime crimes such as
cyberbullying, internet phishing, fraud identity on marriage site, bank fraud, photo
shuffling, child pornography, online gaming, false information sites. The police
representatives, district ministers, government officials, school and college
students, NGOs, Anganwadi and members of the Women's Vigilance Committee.

Telephone Conversation between Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and the
Prime Minister of Australia H.E. Mr. Scott Morrison
Prime Minister Narendra Modi conveyed condolences on behalf of all Indians to
damage to life and property in Australia due to severe and prolonged bushfires. He
offered Indias unstinted support to Australia and the Australian people who are
bravely facing this unprecedented natural calamity. Prime Minister Modi
reiterated Indias commitment to strengthen its strategic partnership with Australia.
Prime Minister of Australia in India on a State Visit at new mutual convenience.
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Prime Minister conveyed his best wishes to Prime Minister Morrison and the
people of Australia for the rest of the year 2020.

Dixon Technologies planned to manufacture LED TVs for Samsung
South Korean electronics Samsung and Noida-based Dixon Technologies jointly
manufacture LED televisions in India. The electronics maker will manufacture
television sets for the consumer goods giant at its facility in Tirupati. Dixon
Technologies (India) Limited and Samsung India Electronics Pvt Ltd agreed to
manufacture of LED TVs. The Dixon shall be producing LED TV for Samsung
from its manufacturing facility located at Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh. The companies
work with local contract manufacturers to make or assemble goods in India. Dixon
also manufactures part of Samsung washing machines and feature phones in
India.SamsungSamsung is one of the most valued brands in the technological
world as they work relentlessly towards elevating innovation and technology.
Samsung continues to evolve into a company that contributes to a better world.
Considering the faith they have bestowed on Dixon by collaborating in washing
machines, mobile phones, and now LED TVs, we are hopeful that our partnership
grows sturdier with time.

Arvind Kejriwal denounces attack on Nankana Sahib Gurdwara
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal mourned the mob attack on Nankana Sahib
Gurdwara in Pakistan, the atrocities on Sikhs. The attack on Nankana Sahib is a
cowardly and shameful incident. Nankana Sahib is the center of faith of crores of
Sikhs. The atrocities on Sikhs living there cannot be tolerated. A violent mob
attacked the Nanakana Sahib Gurdwara in Pakistan. Nankana Sahib is the
birthplace of the first Sikh guru Guru Nanak Dev.

Chhattisgarh CM constitutes panels for Rs 2500 paddy price
Chhattisgarh chief minister Bhupesh Baghel to set up a committee to ensure the
payment of Rs 2500 per quintal to farmers against procurement of paddy.
Committee to ensure the payment of Rs 2500
The schemes of central and state governments for provisions of financial aids for
farmers and after detailed discussion-deliberation on all the aspects and submit
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recommendation within a month. The Baghel-led Congress government announced
it would form the panel in November last year. The minimum support price for
paddy given to farmers per rate fixed by the Centre Rs 1815 per quintal for
common grade paddy and Rs 1835 per quintal for Grade A paddy a new scheme
will be initiated to pay the farmers the difference amount to make it Rs 2500 per
quintal. The Congress won the assembly polls with a thumping majority ending the
15-year rule of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) promised in his manifesto that he
would procure paddy at the rate of Rs 2500 per quintal. The chief minister
repeatedly said that the central government is not cooperating in fulfilling his paddy
promise.

Gujarat government employees now get DA at par with central govt employees
The Gujarat government hiked the dearness allowance (DA) by five percent. With
this, the DA would be 17 percent on par with Central government employees. The
hike will come into effect retrospectively from July 1, 2019.
It will benefit 5.11 lakh employees and 4.5 lakh, pensioners. This month's salary
paid with new DA, arrears of previous months would pay in a phased manner. The
hike would put an additional burden of 1,821 crores on the state exchequer every
year.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 30 - January 5, 2020)

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Bengalurus University of Agricultural Sciences to host Indian Science
Congress
University of Agricultural Sciences in Bengaluru planned to host the 107th Indian
Science Congress from 3rd to 7th of January. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
inaugurate the conference to be attended by over 15,000 delegates, including Nobel
laureates, scientists, academicians, students, farmers, among others. Indian Science
Congress Association Prof. K S Rangappa informed in Bengaluru today that 1,500
scientific papers and 5700 posters in 14 scientific disciplines.107th Indian Science
CongressThere are 26 plenary sessions for the science buffs. Women, Farmers,
Children, and Science communicators have exclusive deliberations during this
science congress. Pride of India exhibition has 130 participants exhibiting
technologies, machinery, equipment, and science models. Farmers congress
organized for the first time. The main focus on innovation in integrated agriculture
entrepreneurship, climate change, biodiversity, agrarian distress, rural bioentrepreneurship, and policy issues. The three Technical Sessions on Agriculture
around ten innovative farmers will present their views. ISCA introduced a
comprehensive mobile app ISC 2020 UASB to provide details of all the sessions.

Christina Koch sets new record for Longest Spaceflight by a Woman
NASA astronaut Christina Koch set a new record for the longest single spaceflight
by a woman, eclipsing the record of 288 days set by former NASA astronaut Peggy
Whitson in 2016-17. Koch has six weeks to go before returning to Earth from the
International Space Station (ISS). The Expedition 61 Flight Engineer has spent
more than 300 days in space.Koch earlier made history in her stay aboard the
orbital laboratory. The opportunity to be up here for so long is truly an honor. Koch
arrived at the space station on March 14, expected to be on a typical six-month
mission.NASA extended her stay partly in a bid to collect more data about the
effects of long-duration spaceflight.Christina Hammock KochChristina
Hammock Koch is an American engineer and NASA astronaut of the class of
2013.Space Missions: Expedition 61, Soyuz MS-12, Expedition 60, Soyuz MS-13,
Expedition 62, Expedition 59.
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India commences worlds largest ever vaccination programme to control FMD
National Animal Disease Control Programme for FMD and BrucellosisThe
union Government launched a new schemeNational Animal Disease Control
Programme for FMD and Brucellosiswith a financial outlay of Rs. 13,343.00
crore for five years (2019-20 to 2023-24) by vaccinating 100% cattle, buffalo,
sheep, goat, and pig population for FMD and 100% bovine female calves of 4-8
months of age for brucellosis to prevent loss of Rs. 50,000 crores. This programme
combined with providing unique PashuAadhar to 535 million
animalsNATIONWIDE ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION PROGRAMME
(NAIP)Nationwide Artificial Insemination Programme district for 600 districts in
the country was recently launched by the Government in September is one of the
most extensive such programs with 100% central assistance for undertaking breed
improvement. T600 districts so that India achieves 70% AI coverage.Under NAIP,
more than 11 lakhs AI done on 31.12.2019.QUALITY MILK
PROGRAMMEDAHD launched Quality Milk Programme on 24.07.2019 with the
objectives to achieve Global(Codex)standards for domestic consumption of milk
and ensuring traceability & increasing share of milk and milk products in world
exports. The program during 2019-20, approval has been granted for the
strengthening of 231 dairy plants underthe National Programme for Dairy
Developmentscheme to equip them to detect adulterants in milk. The total cost of
the project was Rs.271.64 crore. The amount of Rs.128.56 crore released to States
as the first installment during 2019-20. Once implemented in June 2020, all the
cooperative dairy plants of the country will be able to supply Quality Milk tested on
all microbiological, chemical and physical parameters to their consumers.

TRAI amends new regulatory framework for cable and broadcasting services
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) made amendments to the new
regulatory framework for cable and broadcasting services with a view to protecting
consumer interests. The cable TV users will be able to access more channels at
lower sub ion price.
Cable TV Users - Channels
The Authority capped at 160 rupees the amount consumers will have to pay
monthly for all free to air channels. The Consumers have highlighted huge charges
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taken by Distribution Platform Operators (DPOs) in the form of Network Capacity
Fee -NCF for a multi-TV home. The TV connection is working in the name of one
person who will charge a maximum of 40 percent of declared NCF for second and
additional TV connections.TRAI reduced the maximum NCF charge to 130 rupees,
excluding taxes for 200 channels. The channels declared mandatory by the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting will not be counted in the number of channels in
the NCF. The channels which have an MRP of 12 rupees or less will be permitted
to be part of the bouquet offered by broadcasters.

ISRO to set up second launch port in Thoothukodi district
Indian Space Research Organisation establish a second launch port in Thoothukodi
district in Tamilnadu exclusively to launch small satellite launch vehicles. ISRO
Chairman K Sivan informed that this would come up in 2300 acres. The line of
GPS navigation system developed by America, the Indian navigation system called
Navic with the indigenous atomic clock, will be operational with mobile phone
manufacturers coming forward to install the regional navigation device.
Chandrayaan 3 mission to the moon comprising of a lander and a rover is approved
by the Union Government.GaganyaanIndias first human-crewed mission to outer
space Gaganyaan and four men selected from Indian Air Force will leave for
Russia in the third week of January to get training. The Gaganyaan mission targeted
to launch by 2022. The uncrewed missions will be launched to test the crew module
with robots resembling humans. This uncrewed space mission will test spacecraft reentry technology, space capsule recovery experiment and the effect of microgravity
on the crew module necessary for human space travel.

China launches new Alzheimer's drug treatment to cost $5,700 per year
China'snew drug to treat Alzheimer's disease has hit the market, raising hopes of a
cure for millions of people in the country and abroad suffering from a brain
disorder. The first innovative therapy for the treatment of Alzheimer's disease in 17
years.
GV-971
The drug named GV-971 officially approved on November 2 is now available in
the domestic market. The CNMPA, GV-971, can treat mild to moderate forms of
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Alzheimer's disease and improve cognition. The drug provides new choices to
patients with Alzheimer's, and continued research conducted on its long-term
effects and safety. Alzheimer's disease mostly affects elderly people is regarded as
an incurable, irreversible, and progressive brain disorder that slowly destroys
memory thinking ability and the capability to carry out simple tasks. There are at
least 50 million Alzheimer's patients worldwide, including more than 10 million in
China.
The numbers expected to triple to 150 million worldwide and 40 million in China
by 2050, which will impose great burdens on society. The number of drugs
developed by pharmaceutical companies around the globe to have survived clinical
trials over the past two decades, despite the investment of hundreds of billions.
Shanghai Green Valley Pharmaceuticals announced that it would invest USD 3
billion for further research on the drug, including conducting a clinical study
involving more than 2,000 Alzheimer's patients in 200 clinical research centers
overseas, including North America, the European Union, and the Asia-Pacific
region. The research will show the drug's safety and efficiency in people of
different races.

Fourteen scientists awarded Swarna Jayanti Fellowships
Union Ministry of Science and Technology awarded as Swarna Jayanti
Fellowships to 14 scientists to basic research in frontier areas of science and
technology. The fellowship covers all the requirements for performing the research
and includes a fellowship of 25 thousand rupees per month. The five lakh rupees
for five years provided in addition to their salary. India's 50th year of
independence, Swaran Jayanti Fellowships awarded to young and brilliant
scientists to pursue unfettered research with financial freedom and flexibility.
Swarna Jayanti Fellowships
The Swarna Jayanti Fellowships scheme instituted by Government of India to
commemorate India's fiftieth year of independence. Under this scheme, a selected
number of young scientists with proven track record. The awardees supported by
Department of Science & Technology, for fellowship and research.The
requirements for performing the research and include a fellowship of Rs 25,000/
per month as well as a research grant of 5 lakh Rupees for 5 years in addition to
their salary. Around 443 applicants, 14 scientists have been finally selected this
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time for this scientist specific fellowship.

ISRO sets up academic centre in Karnataka to provide 2 crore
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) set up a regional academic
center for space at the National Institute of Technology (NITK) at Surathkal in
Karnataka's southwest Dakshina Kannada district. The center at NIT-K will
conduct joint research and development in space technology applications to meet
the needs of our space programs. ISRO will provide two crore grants annually to
NIT for the R&D projects and promotional activities throughout the year. The
space agency and the engineering institute.
The agreement envisages the utilization of IIA's expertise in astrophysics and
astronomy for developing advanced technologies for inter-planetary space
explorations. Both the academic and research institutions will also collaborate in
setting up optical telescope facilities under the Netra project for space object
tracking, studying space weather, asteroids, and near-earth objects.
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DEFENCE
Indian Navy plans to build 24 submarines 6 of them nuclear powered
The Indian Navy plans to build 24 submarines including six nuclear attack
submarines. The Indian Navy the panel the Medium Refit Life Certification
(MRLC) of submarine Sindhuraj since the Russian side able to submit bank
guarantees and integrity pact due to sanctions imposed by the US. The Indian Navy
stated that there are presently 15 conventional submarines and two nuclear
submarines in its fleet. The Indian Navy has two atomic submarines INS Arihant
and INS Chakra, with the latter leased from Russia. The majority of the
conventional submarines are over 25 years old, thirteen submarines age between 17
and 32 years.
Eighteen (conventional) + six SSN (nuclear attack submarines). The Indian Ocean
Region the area of operations of the Indian Navy, has witnessed rising activities of
the Chinese Navy. The Indian Navy revamping its infrastructure including
procuring new ships.

Indian Navy bans smartphones social media on bases ships
The Indian Navy issued directions to ban the use of all smartphones and social
networking platforms on board ships and naval bases. The social networking
platforms, including Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp, and other messengers from
here on now, will not be allowed at the naval bases and ships. The western naval
command is located in Mumbai from where all nefarious activities carried out by
Pakistan exposed, and so was Karvar, the aquatic center has the lone aircraft carrier
Vikramaditya. The Indian Navy maintained that all of their critical assets are intact
and there is no security breach. The operation named Dolphin's Nose in association
with the central intelligence agencies and Naval Intelligence. The chats between
these sailors who were being used by Pakistanis were sexually explicit.

Gen Bipin Rawat named as countrys first Chief of Defence Staff
Indian ArmyGeneral Bipin Rawatnamed as the countrysfirstChief of Defence
Staff(CDS). Chief of Defence Staff will be a4-star General, the principal military
advisor to the defence minister, and will head the new Department of Military
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Affairs. Chief of Defence Staff ensures the jointness in training, logistics, and
procurement of the three services. General Rawat is the first officer to hold the post
of the Chief of Defence Staff.Defence Ministryamendedthe army, air force, and
navy rules by bringing in a new clause that allows the CDS to serve up to a
maximumage of 65 years. The CDS will administer all tri-services organizations
command will be with the Chief of the service. Chief of the Defence Staff (CDS) is
a position for the tri-service chief of the Indian Army, Navy, and Air Force, with
the first CDS being General Bipin Rawat.

Lt Gen Manoj Mukund Naravane to take over as new Army Chief
Vice Chief of the Army Lt Gen Manoj Mukund Naravane took charge as a new
Army Chief. He will succeed Gen Bipin Rawat after a three-year stint as Army
chief. He took charge as vice-chief of the Army staff in September, Lt Gen
Naravane heading the Eastern Command of the Army takes care of India's nearly
4,000-km border with China.
Lt Gen Naravane served in numerous command and staff appointments in peace,
field, and highly active counter-insurgency environments in Jammu and Kashmir
and the Northeast. He commanded a Rashtriya Rifles Battalion in Jammu and
Kashmir and an infantry brigade on the eastern front. Lt Gen Naravane a part of the
Indian Peace Keeping Force in Sri Lanka and had served as India's defence attache
at the Indian Embassy in Myanmar for three years.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi to dedicate five DRDO Young Scientists
Laboratories
Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicates Five DRDO Young Scientists
Laboratories to the nation. The event shall be organized at the Aeronautical
Development Establishment DRDO at Bengaluru. Prime Minister unveiled a plaque
to mark the dedication and address the Scientists.
DRDO
DRDO will also showcase some of its innovative products to the Prime Minister at
an Exhibition on occasion.Chief Minister B. S. Yediyurappa and DRDO Chairman
Dr. G Satheesh Reddy will present on occasion. The defence research-related
activities in a big way to ensure that India remained abreast of global technological
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advancements in the field.
Siddaganga Mutt
The Siddaganga Mutt established over 500 years ago in the form of a gurukul. The
gurukul used to provide free education to children belonging to poor and backward
sectors of the society. In 1914, Sri Shivakumar was handed over the responsibility
of the gurukul; under his guidance, the gurukul provided not only free education
but a free hostel facility. The Mutt runs 132 education institutes, which includes
Junior colleges, Medical and engineering colleges, a blind school, and many more
that provide free education and food to the children. Around 8,000 students
currently study in the various institutes. In 2015 Sri Shivakumar Swami was
conferred with the Padma Bhushan.

Air Marshal Vibhas Pande VSM appointed as Air Officer-in-Charge
Maintenance
Air Marshal Vibhas Pande VSM officially appointed as Air Officer-in-Charge
Maintenance of Indian Air Forceeffect from 01 Jan 2020. Air Officer
commissioned as Aeronautical Engineer (Mechanical) in IAF on 29 Aug 1984.
He started a career as Engineering Officer in IAF with fighter aircraft and gained
experience in maintenance operations on transport aircraft and helicopters. Air
Officer is a Post Graduate in Reliability Engineering from IIT Powai, Mumbai. Air
Officer held the appointments of Senior Production Engineer at 11 Base Repair
Depot, Commanding Officer of Air Armament Inspection Wing, Khamaria,
Directing Staff at College of Air Warfare, and Command Engineering Officer at
HQ WAC. He indigenisation drive in IAF as CO of 1 CIMD. The appointments
held by command of a premier Base Repair Depot, Senior Maintenance Staff
Officer at HQ EAC, and ACAS Eng (T&H).

China launches two powerful naval destroyers in year of harvest for military
China launched two powerful naval destroyers, is building a massive pier at the
Djibouti maritime base in the Indian Ocean to dock its aircraft carriers, as the state
media described 2019 the year of harvest for the Chinese military acquired a whole
range of modern weapons. China adding new naval ships on a monthly basis. The
military reduced the size of the army by three lakh troops and resorted to a massive
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expansion of the navy to extend Chinas influence and global reach.China plans to
acquire about five to six aircraft carriers in the coming years. Chinese Defence
Ministry spokesman Col Wu Qian confirmed that China is building a 400 meterlong pier at Djibouti in the Horn of Africa to dock its aircraft carriers there. The
construction and use of the facilities is to better fulfill Chinas international
obligations in the Gulf of Aden and waters off Somalia, such as escort missions and
humanitarian assistance. It will help China make new and greater contributions to
maintaining peace and stability in Africa and the world. China terms Djibouti base
as a logistics base for its naval fleet taking part in the anti-piracy operations in the
Gulf of Aden. Located in the Indian Ocean, it is the Chinese navys first base far
from home. China acquired the Hambantota port in Sri Lanka in 2017 as a debt
swap, raising concerns in India. The Navy will become significantly more powerful
and capable of safeguarding China's sovereignty and overseas interests.Chinese
ArmyThe Chinese army commissioned the Type 15 light battle tank to be deployed
in high altitude Tibet. The Type 99 main battle tank and other armored vehicles,
China can launch armored assaults on all terrains, including water-dense, muddy,
rugged, and high altitude. China revealed its most advanced intercontinental
ballistic missile: the DF-41, which can carry multiple independently targetable
nuclear warheads capable of hitting anywhere on Earth. The new weapons systems
to showcase China as a rising military power.

Abhinav Kumar gets extension as BSF IG
The appointments committee of the Cabinet approved the proposal of the Ministry
of Home Affairs for extending the deputation tenure of IPS Abhinav Kumar,
Inspector General. The appointment Committee of the Cabinet approved the plan of
Ministry of Home Affairs for extension of deputation tenure of IPS Abhinav
Kumar, Inspector General, Border Security Force (BSF) beyond 31.10.2019 and
up to 27.07.2021 in relaxation of IPS Tenure Policy.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 30 - January 5, 2020)

AWARDS AND HONOURS
Amitabh Bachchan honoured with Dadasaheb Phalke Award
The 50th Dadasaheb Phalke Awards honored legendary actor Amitabh Bachchan
with India's highest film honor for his stupendous contribution to Indian cinema, in
New Delhi. President Ram Nath Kovind presented the Award to Mr. Bachchan.
Union Minister Prakash Javadekar announced that Mr. Bachchan would be awarded
the prestigious award. The legend Amitabh Bachchan who entertained and inspired
for two generations selected unanimously for Dadasahab Phalke Award.
Amitabh Bachchan - Achievements
Amitabh Bachchan won four National Film Awards for Best Actor through his
illustrious career, last winning it for his performance in the 2015 film Piku. The
award named after Dhundiraj Govind Phalke is the father of Indian cinema
instituted in 1969. Amitabh Bachhan made his debut in Hindi film industry in the
same year with Saat Hindustani . The highest honour for an artist in Indian cinema
comprises a Swarna Kamal medallion, a shawl, and a cash prize of 10 lakh rupees.
It was conferred upon late actor Vinod Khanna in 2017.

Krish Srikkanth, Anjum Chopra to get CK Nayudu Lifetime Achievement
Awards
Former India captain member of the 1983 World Cup-winning team Krish
Srikkanth will be the recipient of this years prestigious CK Nayudu Lifetime Award
given by theBCCI.Anjum Chopra is the co-recipient of the lifetime achievement
award for the year 2019.BCCI Annual AwardThe BCCI Annual Award function
held in Mumbai. Srikkanth and Anjum conferred with the Lifetime Achievement
award for their contributions to Indian cricket. Srikkanth is one of the biggest
names to have come out of Tamil Nadu cricket stable apart from another former
India skipper, S Venkataraghavan and Ravichandran Ashwin. He represented India
between 1981 to 1992. Srikkanth appointed captain in 1989 for tough tur of
Pakistan where Sachin Tendulkar made his international debut.Srikkanth retired in
1992 after the World Cup in Australia and New Zealand and served as the chairman
of the national selection committee. Anum played 127 ODIs in which she scored a
hundred and 18 fifties. She played 18 T20 Internationals. She was a part of the
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Indian XI that played in the Womens World Cup final against Australia in 2005.
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SPORTS
Koneru Humpy won World Rapid Chess title in Russia
Indias Koneru Humpy defeated Chinas Lei Tingjie battle to win the Womens
World Rapid Chess Championship in Moscow. Humpy accumulated nine points
tied with Tingjie. Indian lost the opening set before making a speedy recovery in
the second round.The championship played under rapid time controls. FIDE holds
the Womens Rapid chess championship.
FIDE - Federation of International Chess Federation
FIDE is the supreme body by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) in
conducting chess tournaments at continental levels and global level. FIDE founded
in Paris, France, on July 20, 1924.
The motto of the organization is Gens una sumus meaning. We are one people.

Assam CM launches torch relay of Khelo India Youth Games
Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal launched the torch relay of the Third
Khelo India Youth Games. The games will be held in Guwahati from 10th to
22nd of next month. The people of Assam to create a fantastic environment for
athletes will be participating in the competitions. The opening ceremony of the
third Khelo India Youth Games will take place at the Indira Gandhi Stadium in
Guwahati on January 10. The officials of the competition preparing a total of eight
venues for the tournament, and they are on track to make the Games one of the
largest sporting spectacles of the country.
Khelo India Youth Games
Khelo India Youth Games are known as Khelo India School Games. They are
national-level multidisciplinary grassroots games in India held for two categories,
namely under-17 years school students and under-21 college students.
First event: 2018
Last event: 2019

IOA withdraws boycott call for 2022 Commonwealth Games
Indian Olympic Association (IOA) withdrawn its threat to boycott the 2022
Commonwealth Games in Birmingham over Shooting's exclusion. It also
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announced that the country bid to host either the 2026 or the 2030 edition. The
Commonwealth Games Federation (GCF) decided to submit a formal proposal to
host a Commonwealth Shooting Championships before the main Games.GCF
President Dame Louise Martin welcomed India confirming participation at the
Birmingham Games. The country's apex body for Olympic sports next approaches
the government for the necessary clearances to host the multi-sport event. The
country hosted the 2010 edition in the national capital.Commonwealth Games
FederationCommonwealth Games Federation branded as Commonwealth Sport is
the international organization responsible for the direction and control of the
Commonwealth Games.
Founded: 1932

Sai Deepak sets new Guinness World Records for most side lunges
B Sai Deepak set a Guinness World Records for most side lunges in 60 seconds.
Deepak scripted the record by making 59 side lunges in 60 seconds which is his
fourth overall Guinness World Records. The previous record held by Pakistan
national Irfan Mehsood. The 23-year-old dedicated his achievement to the martyrs.
Currently four Guinness World Records for India.Guinness World
RecordsGuinness World Records known from its inception in 1955 until 2000 as
the Guinness Book of Records.Published: 1955
Publisher: Jim Pattison Group

Fifth IHAI National Ice Hockey Championship 2020 begins in Leh
The fifth Ice Hockey Association of India (IHAI) National Ice Hockey
Championship 2020 begun in Leh. The inaugural match in the Under-20 Boys
category between Chandigarh and Haryana. The second match between Ladakh
Scouts Regiment Centre and Delhi also ended in a draw with two goals. The
Under-20 Girls match will be played between home team Ladakh and Maharashtra.
The tournament continues till 7th January in Karzoo Ice Hockey Rink in Leh,
where the Army, Chandigarh, Delhi, Haryana, Maharashtra, and home team Ladakh
fighting for the championship in U-20 boys category. In Girls category Ladakh,
Maharashtra, Delhi, and Chandigarh are playing for the tournament.Ice Hockey
Association of India
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Ice Hockey Association of India is the governing body of ice hockey in India. The
member of the International Ice Hockey Federation on April 27, 1989.

Mirabai ranked eighth in latest Olympic qualification rankings
Former world champion Mirabai Chanu maintained her eighth spot released by
the International Weightlifting Federation (IWF). The Olympic qualification
competes in the 49kg category gathered 2966.6406 ranking points. Chanu improved
her performance in 2019. She lifted 86kg in snatch and a personal best of 113kg in
clean and jerk for a total of 199kg at the Asian Championships in April. Her best
performance came at the World Championship in September, when the Manipuri
breached the much anticipated 200kg mark by lifting her personal best in all three
sections.
Chinese Weightlifters
The latest qualifying rankings feature three Chinese weightlifters in the top five.
Reigning World Champion and world record holder Hou Zhihui (4703.1982) heads
the list while Jiang Huihua (4667.8878) and Zhang Rong (3837.8294) occupy the
second and fourth spots respectively. Ri Song Gum of North Korea is placed third
with 4209.4909 points. The fifth, sixth, and seventh spots occupied by USAs
Delacruz Jourdan Elizabeth (184kg), Indonesias Aisah Windy Cantika (190kg), and
Segura Ana Iris (188kg) of Colombia. All three of them alongside Rong (199kg)
have personal bests lower than that of Chanus (201kg). In the mens 67kg category,
Youth Olympics gold medallist Jeremy Lalrinnunga is placed 32nd with
2,310.9653 points.
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SCHEMES
Adityanath announces yearly pension of Rs 6,000 for Triple Talaq Victims
Yogi Adityanath government in Uttar Pradesh announced to give an annual
pension of Rs 6,000 per year to Muslim women who have been given triple talaq by
their husbands. The state government should look more into the education of
children and their problem of housing, which will be better than giving Rs 500 as
pension to triple talaq victims. The government's initiative is good, but the amount
is meager. It will be difficult to meet the basic needs with Rs 6,000 annual
pension.Parliament of India declared the practice of Triple Talaq as illegal,
unconstitutional and made it punishable act from 1 August 2019 which is deemed
to be in effect from 19 September 2018.
Parliament of India declared the practice of Triple Talaq as illegal, unconstitutional
made it punishable act from 1 August 2019 which is deemed to be in effect from 19
September 2018.The use and status of triple talaq in India has been a subject of
controversy and debate

Indian Railways introduces New Passenger friendly Information System at
Anakapalle Station in Vijayawada Division
Indian Railways introduced a new Passenger Information System at Anakapalle
Railway Station of the Vijayawada Division in South Central Railway. The
Passenger Information system comprises of a Board that provides the Coach
Composition position of a train. The main objective of this application is to provide
better features and an easy guide to the passengers and thereby providing
satisfactory user experience.Passenger Information SystemThe Passenger
Information System provided at Anakapalle Station, modern technology adopted by
which the estimated arrival of the trains at the station is taken based on the realtime location of the passengers. The system provides an electronic display of
information about the passengers expected at the station in the next two hours in a
Trilingual form.The system includes a facility for the operator to modify the data
instantly in case of any emergencies. The cost of the equipment is Rs 10 lakhs
consists of the supply, installation, commissioning, and onsite warranty of 3
years.They consist of 3 to 5 lines used for displaying information of upcoming
trains at the station. The station can identify the trains reaching the station in the
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next two hours from the display and gets information about Arrival/Departure time
of particular train number/name, expected time of arrival, location of his coach
from engine based on Up direction or Down direction. This system provides crucial
information to passenger about the direction of the train.
Technology - Passenger Information SystemThe Passenger can identify the train
direction, train engine location, coach position easily as the entire train
composition. The Coach numbers of the train from the engine, general, sleeper, AC,
and other coaches displayed according to the placement of particular coaches. This
information is displayed after the announcement and before the arrival of the train.
The introduction of the new Passenger Information System, the performance of
these boards found to be good, and passengers have the new facility provided to
them. The technology for the benefit of the passengers and advised them to
continually monitor its performance so that the same can be extended to some more
stations.

Around 171 hospitals de-empanelled and 4.5 cr fine imposed under Ayushman
Bharat Scheme
Around 171 already de-empanelled and the list of hospitals imposed penalty by the
central government. More than INR 4.5 crore levied on hospitals indulging in
malpractices.Hospitals SchemeThe cover provided under PM-JAY is 5 lakh per
family and not 5 lakh per e-card. There are individual packages, especially abuseprone packages, which are reserved for government hospitals by the state
authorities.The private hospitals were performing these government reserved
procedures and blocking/submitting the same under a different package name or as
an unspecified package. In Chhattisgarh, such cases were detected initially in May
2019, and the cards disabled. In Madhya Pradesh, cases were detected in August
2019 and shared with the state disabled the cards, and the concerned hospital issued
show-cause notice. The cases in Punjab were detected in Oct 2019 and shared with
the state, which disabled the cards.
Ayushman Bharat - National Health Protection Mission
Ayushman Bharat is National Health Protection Scheme, which will cover over 10
crore poor and vulnerable families (approximately 50 crore beneficiaries) providing
coverage up to 5 lakh rupees per family per year for secondary and tertiary care
hospitalization. Ayushman Bharat - National Health Protection Mission will
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subsume the on-going centrally sponsored schemes - Rashtriya Swasthya Bima
Yojana (RSBY) and the Senior Citizen Health Insurance Scheme (SCHIS).
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
N Thirumala Naik appointed new labour commissioner
The IAS cadres appointed asDr Noonsavath Thirumala Naik as the new Labour
Commissioner. Dr Naik, Director of Fisheries replaced Niranjan Sahu appointed as
the Revenue Divisional Commissioner (Northern Division), Sambalpur. IG of
Registrations, Cuttack, Prasanta Kumar Senapati was elevated to the grade of super
time scale in IAS with effect from January 1, 2020, and appointed as Director of
OBC, ST & SC Development and M&BCW Department.The General
Administration & Public Grievance Department, Health & Family Welfare
Additional Secretary Susanta Mohapatra was appointed as the Director of Estates &
Ex-Officio Additional Secretary of GA & PG Department with a promotion that
would come into effect from Jan 1. V Jaya Kumar of the GA & PG Department was
appointed as Director of Ayush. IAS cadre.Mayurbhanj Additional District
Magistrate Aboli Sunil Naravane appointed as the Additional District Magistrate,
Rourkela. The additional charge of Vice-Chairman of the Rourkela Development
Authority.

H K Joshi Takes Charge As CMD Of Shipping Corporation Of India
Shipping Corporation of India appointed as H.K. Joshi, Chairperson & Managing
Director (CMD). The company holds the additional charge of the post of Director
(Finance) of the company for three months with effect from 19 December
2019.Shipping Corporation of India
Shipping Corporation of India is a Government of India Public Sector Enterprise
with its headquarters in Mumbai.

VK Yadav take charges as Railway Board Chairman for one more year
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet approved the re-employment of V K
Yadav as the Chairman of Railway Board for one year. Yadav took charge as
Railway Board Chairman from Ashwani Lohani retired from the post in
December 2018. Yadav earlier held the post of General Manager of South Central
Railway (SCR). He is an electrical engineer and belongs to the 1980 batch of the
Indian Railway Service of Electrical Engineers.
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Air Marshal MSG Menon VSM assumes charge as Air Officer-in-Charge
Administration
Air Marshal MSG Menon VSM takes over Air Officer-in-Charge Administration
of Indian Air Force effect from 01 Jan 2020. Air Marshal MSG Menon VSM
commissioned in the Administrative branch of IAF in Dec 1982. He undergone
Higher Air Command Course from the College of Air Warfare. He is an alumnus of
Defence Services Staff College Wellington and the prestigious National Defence
College.
The Air Marshal is a Cat AYE Air Traffic Controller commanded an operational
radar unit at a significant flying station. He was a member of the first UN Mission
to Sudan. He served as the Commandant of the prestigious Air Force
Administrative College, Coimbatore, and Principal Director Ops (Air Traffic
Services). Air Vice-Marshal. Air Marshal commended by the VCAS in the year
2007. Honourable President of India awarded him the Vishisht Seva Medal (VSM)
in the year 2016.

Babita Rayudu takes charge as SEBI Executive Director
G Babita Rayudu took charge as its executive director. Rayudu will handle the
legal affairs department, enforcement department, and special enforcement cell. He
was in the legal affairs department in the Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI), the regulator added. SEBI has eight other executive directors, the
regulator's website showed.
SEBI
The Securities and Exchange Board of India is the Regulator for the Securities
market in India owned by the Government of India.
Founded: 12 April 1992
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Braille Day observed on January 4th
World Braille Day observed on January 4th. The day is marked remembering the
birth anniversary of Louis Braille, the inventor of Braille for people with visual
disabilities.History of the Day
Louis Braille was born on 4th January 1809 in the town of Coupvray in northern
France. The invention of the language of 6 dots is popularly known as Braille. The
17 years long tradition prepared in Braille Script with a special typewriter. This
initiative aims to spread awareness among society about the plight and cause of
people with visual disabilities.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 30 - January 5, 2020)

BOOKS & AUTHORS
HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal to inaugurate 28th New Delhi World Book
Fair
Human Resources Development Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal inaugurate the 28th
edition of the annual New Delhi World Book Fair at Pragati Maidan in New
Delhi. The book fair organized by National Book Trust (NBT) held from January 4
to 12 in the national capital. Girishwar Mishra will be the chief guest on occasion.
Mahatma Gandhiji's 150 birth anniversary celebrations the theme of this year is
Gandhi. The fair will be open to the public from 11 am to 8 pm. The Other features
at the show will include Theme pavilion, authors corner, seminar hall, braille
books, children's tent, and foreign countries building.Main of the Book FairThe
main aim is to promote readership policies and also support the markets in
neighboring countries. The fair is important for the Indian market. The fair attracts
investors from other countries like USA, Japan, Bangladesh, France, Italy,
Malaysia, Nepal, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Singapore.The fair is important for the
Indian market as India is the third-largest market for English publications with
more than 12,000 publishers.National Book TrustNational Book Trust is an Indian
publishing house founded in 1957 as an autonomous body under the Ministry of
Education.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
Union Government signed MoU with Flipkart company under DAY-NULM
Scheme
The Union Government of Indiasigned MoU withFlipkart companyfor selling
the products made by women self-help groups under the schemeDeendayal
Antyodaya Yojana-National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM). Under
the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAYNULM) scheme, self-help groups consisting of44 lakh womenworking across the
country, a move aimed at making women financially independent.Deendayal
Antyodaya
Yojana-National
Urban
Livelihoods
Mission
(DAY-NULM)Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana is the scheme where the women work
towards alleviating urban poverty through strong community institutions, skill
training, access to affordable credit for self-employment, support for street vendors.
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FESTIVALS
Eleven day long Dhanu Jatra begins at Bargarh in western Odisha
The famous 11-day Dhanu Jatra celebrated as the largest open-air theatre of the
world begins at Bargarh in western Odisha. The Jatra based on the mythological
story of Lord Krishna and his demon uncle King Kansa.Dhanu Jatra FestivalDhanu Jatra is the annual drama-based open-air theatrical performance
celebrated in and around Bargarh city considered to be the worlds largest outdoor
theatrical festival that finds a mention in the Guinness Book of World Records. The
annual festival came into being in 1947-48 to celebrate Indians Independence and
to symbolize the victory of good over evil. Over 70 artists performed in the Dhanu
Yatra at Mathura, another 45 artists played different roles at Gopapura during the
festival. Around 3,000 artists of 120 cultural troupes from across the state and from
neighboring states will perform at the Raj Durbar, Nanda Durbar, and Rangamahal
during the festival. The department of Culture of the Government of India accorded
the National Festival status to Dhanu Jatra in November 2014.

Lai Haraoba festival begins in Tripura
Lai Haraoba, a ritualistic festival observed by Manipuri meitei communities since
ancient times began in Agartala.Five Day LongThe five-day-long festival
organized by the Department of Information and Cultural Affairs, Government of
Tripura, Puthiba Lai Haraoba Committee, and Puthiba Welfare & Cultural Society,
Agartala.Lai HaraobaThe five-day-long festival inaugurated by Speaker of state
legislative Assembly, Rebati Mohan Das. The festival aims to uphold the tradition
and cultural values of the Meitei community. Lai Haraoba is celebrated through
oral literature, music, dance, and rituals. A cultural troupe from Manipur come to
take part in the festival. They will be performing various cultural and traditional
musical skits, including Manipuri martial arts, folk music, and folk dances during
the festival.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Who is honoured with Dadasaheb Phalke Award?
A.Ranveer Singh
B.Shahrukh Khan
C.Sanjay Dutt
D.Amitabh Bachchan

Answer A
Explanation The 50th Dadasaheb Phalke Awards honored legendary actor Amitabh Bachchan
with India's highest film honor for his stupendous contribution to Indian cinema.

2) How many indicators are indicated Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation's National Indicator Framework?
A.308 indicators
B.306 indicators
C.310 indicators
D.312 indicators

Answer B
Explanation NITI Aayog launches the Dashboard 2019-20. The SDG India Index and Dashboard
track the progress of States and rank all States and Union Territories on 100 indicators drawn
from the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation's National Indicator Framework
comprising 306 indicators.

3) When IRCTC to launch Tejas train from Ahmedabad to Mumbai ?
A.January 2nd
B.January 15th
C.January 17th
D.January 19th

Answer C
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Explanation IRCTC to launch Tejas train from Ahmedabad to Mumbai on January 17. The train
is equipped with all modern onboard facilities for ensuring high-level comfort to passengers. The
passengers are traveling on the train provided with Rail Travel Insurance of up to 25 lakhs, free
of cost by the IRCTC

4) Which country issued revised local GDP figures under new mechanism
from 2020?
A.Pakistan
B.China
C.Afghanistan
D.Russia

Answer B
Explanation China to issue GDP figures under new mechanism from 2020. The Chinese
economy grew at an annual pace of 6.0 percent in the July-September quarter, the slowest growth
since 1992.

5) Which state govt launches online platform for issuance of certificates?
A.TamilNadu
B.Odisha
C.Kerala
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik launched the online platform for the issuance of
income certificate, residence certificate, caste certificate without any fees, and based on the selfcertification system of asking for the Solvency certificate by the departments.

6) Who laid foundation stone of Directorate General Building of CRPF?
A.Shri Prakash Javedakar
B.Shri Suresh Sharma
C.Shri Rajesh Sharma
D.Shri Amit Shah
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Answer D
Explanation Shri Amit Shah laid foundation stone of Directorate General Building of CRPF.

7) How many submarines are build by Indian Navy?
A.26
B.24
C.25
D.23

Answer B
Explanation Indian Navy plans to build 24 submarines 6 of them nuclear powered. The Indian
Navy plans to build 24 submarines including six nuclear attack submarines. The Indian Navy the
panel the Medium Refit Life Certification (MRLC) of submarine Sindhuraj since the Russian side
able to submit bank guarantees

8) Koneru Humpy won World Rapid Chess title in _____________
A.Australia
B.Russia
C.New Zealand
D.Venezuela

Answer B
Explanation Koneru Humpy won World Rapid Chess title in Russia and defeated Chinas Lei
Tingjie.Humpy accumulated nine points tied with Tingjie. Indian lost the opening set before
making a speedy recovery in the second round.

9) Which life insuarnce partners with Paytm to expand its distribution?
A.United India Insurance Company
B.HDFC Life Insurance
C.Max Life Insurance Co. Ltd.
D.AEGON Life Insurance

Answer B
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Explanation HDFC Life Insurance partnered with Paytm to expand its distribution.The main
objective is to enable customers of Paytm to purchase insurance products from HDFC Life.

10) Who is appointed as new labour commissioner?
A.Dr Rakesh Sharma
B.Dr Noonsavath Thirumala Naik
C.Dr Suresh Iyer
D.Dr Rajesh Sharma

Answer B
Explanation Dr Noonsavath Thirumala Naik appointed as new labour commissioner

11) Who is appointed as CMD Of Shipping Corporation Of India?
A.Dinesh Sharma
B.H K Joshi
C.Rajesh Kumar
D.Vikram Kumar

Answer B
Explanation Shipping Corporation of India appointed as H.K. Joshi, Chairperson & Managing
Director (CMD). The company holds the additional charge of the post of Director (Finance).

12) AAI to Set Up _________Water Aerodromes in Andaman and Nicobar
A.5
B.3
C.6
D.7

Answer B
Explanation Airports Authority of India (AAI) seeking environmental clearance from the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change for three, first-of-its-kind in the country,
water aerodromes in Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
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13) Where was AAI headquarters located?
A.Chennai
B.New Delhi
C.Hyderabad
D.Ranchi

Answer B
Explanation Airports Authority of India (AAI)environmental clearance from the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change for three, first-of-its-kind in the country, water
aerodromes in Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

14) Adityanath announces yearly pension of _________ for Triple Talaq
Victims
A.Rs 7500
B.Rs 6000
C.Rs 6500
D.Rs 7200

Answer B
Explanation Yogi Adityanath government in Uttar Pradesh announced to give an annual pension
of Rs 6,000 per year to Muslim women who have been given triple talaq by their husbands

15) China to issue GDP figures under new mechanism from __________
A.2025
B.2020
C.2022
D.2021

Answer B
Explanation China to issue GDP figures under new mechanism from 2020.

16) When NITI Aayog was formed?
A.2017
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B.2016
C.2015
D.2018

Answer C
Explanation NITI Aayog. The main is to achieve sustainable development goals with
cooperative federalism with the involvement of State Governments of IndiaFormed: 1 January
2015

17) Who is the first Winner of Dadasaheb Phalke Award?
A.vinod khanna
B.Devika Rani
C.manna dey
D.hrishikesh mukherjee

Answer B
Explanation Dadasaheb Phalke Award is India's highest award in cinema. It is presented
annually at the National Film Awards ceremony by the Directorate of Film Festivals.

18) NITI Aayog to launch _____________edition of Sustainable Development
Goals India Index
A.3rd
B.2nd
C.5th
D.6th

Answer B
Explanation NITI Aayog launches the second edition of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) India Index in New Delhi.

19) Who won CK Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Awards?
A.Manish Pandey
B.Anjum Chopra
C.Navdeep Saini
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D.Shreyas Iyer

Answer B
Explanation Krish Srikkanth, Anjum Chopra to get CK Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Awards.

20) Who won World Rapid Chess 2019 title?
A.Rafael Vaganian
B.Koneru Humpy
C.Viktor Gavrikov
D.Gbor Kllai

Answer B
Explanation Koneru Humpy won World Rapid Chess title in Russia.

21) When Dadasaheb Phalke Award was established?
A.1970
B.1969
C.1972
D.1971

Answer B
Explanation Dadasaheb Phalke Award is India's highest award in cinema. It is presented
annually at the National Film Awards.

22) Who is the founder of Paytm?
A.Suresh Sharma
B.Rajesh Kumar
C.Vijay Shekhar Sharma
D.Nitish Kumar

Answer C
Explanation Paytm is an Indian e-commerce payment system and the founder is Vijay Shekhar
Sharma.
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23) When First service of Tejas Express carried out ?
A.24 May 2016
B.24 May 2017
C.24 May 2014
D.24 May 2013

Answer B
Explanation Tejas Express is India's first semi-high speed fully air-conditioned train Introduced
by Indian Railways. First service: of Tejas Express was carried out in the year 24 May 2017

24) H K Joshi Takes Charge As _________Of Shipping Corporation Of India
A.Finance Head
B.CEO
C.Accounts Head
D.CMD

Answer D
Explanation H K Joshi Takes Charge As CMD Of Shipping Corporation Of India.

25) Who is appointed as new Army Chief?
A.Kodandera Subayya Thimayya
B.Gen Manoj Mukund Naravane
C.Bikram Singh
D.Gopal Gurunath Bewoor

Answer B
Explanation Gen Manoj Mukund Naravane is appointed as new Army Chief.

26) Whose Memorial Lecture on March 20 next year planned to organise by
Finance Ministry ?
A.Shri Jaswant Singh

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 30 - January 5, 2020)

B.Shri Yashwant Sinha
C.Shri Arun Jaitley
D.Shri P. Chidambaram

Answer C
Explanation Finance Ministry to organise Arun Jaitley Memorial Lecture on March 20 next
year.Arun Jaitley Memorial Lecture on March 20 next year to pay tribute to the former Finance
Minister

27) Which electricity set to raise up to $1.5 billion abroad?
A.Tata Power Company Ltd
B.Reliance Power Ltd (ADAG)
C.Adani Electricity
D.Torrent Power Ltd

Answer C
Explanation Adani Electricity set to raise up to $1.5 billion abroad

28) Which insititute in trichy Commit $3 Mn For Alma Mater's Research
Work Scholarships?
A.Indian Technical Training Institute
B.National Institute of Technology (NIT),Trichy
C.Jamal Mohamed College
D.National College

Answer B
Explanation National Institute of Technology (NIT),Trichy Commit $3 Mn For Alma Mater's
Research Work Scholarships.

29) How many days Dhanu Jatra frestival celebrated at Western Odisha?
A.5
B.8
C.9
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D.11

Answer D
Explanation The famous 11-day Dhanu Jatra celebrated as largest open-air theatre of the world
begins at Bargarh in western Odisha.

30) Which branch of IIT researchers develop materials to produce energy?
A.IIT Bombay
B.IIT Guwahati
C.IIT Madras
D.IIT Roorkee

Answer B
Explanation IIT Guwahati researchers develop materials to produce energy.These new ways of
producing energy on a small scale employed in household environments to support the
decentralization of energy sources.

31) When Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs founded ?
A.1945
B.1944
C.1946
D.1947

Answer B
Explanation Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs is the agency responsible for
administering Customs, GST, Central Excise, Service Tax and Narcotics in India.

32) When Railway Protection Force was founded?
A.27 July 1872
B.27 June 1871
C.26 April 1870
D.27 May 1870

Answer A
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Explanation Railway Protection Force is a security force, established by the Railway Protection
Force Act, 1957. It is founded by 27 July 1872.

33) Which social media introduced helpline number for women safety
purpose?
A.Instagram
B.Whatsapp Messenger
C.Telegram
D.Facebook

Answer B
Explanation Uttar Pradesh State Road Transport Corporation (UPSRTC) launched a dedicated
women helpline, 'Damini,' which is a calling and a WhatsApp service for the safety of women.
The unique number "81142-77777" subscribed for the helpline is an extension of the 'Nirbhaya
Yojana.

34) Which company planned to conduct super-fast speed 5G network trials in
India?
A.Coolpad
B.Huawei
C.Realme
D.Vivo

Answer B
Explanation Huawei company planned to conduct super-fast speed 5G network trials in India.

35) How many crores did Reserve Bank of India bought long-term govt
securities in 2nd special OMO?
A.9,200
B.8,500
C.10,000
D.7,500

Answer C
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Explanation Reserve Bank of India bought 10,000 crore rupees of long-term government
securities and sold 8,501 crore rupees of three short-term bonds.

36) India's Forest Cover Expanded By Over 5,000 Square Km In
_______Years
A.4
B.2
C.3
D.6

Answer B
Explanation The forest and tree cover in India risen by 5,188 square kilometers in the last two
years. Karnataka is growing the maximum protection of 1,025 sq km.

37) Who unveils 102 lakh crore national infrastructure plan?
A.Suresh Kumar
B.Nirmala Sitharaman
C.Prakash Javedakar
D.Piyush Goyal

Answer B
Explanation Nirmala Sitharaman unveils 102 lakh crore national infrastructure plan.

38) Which country commences worlds largest ever vaccination programme to
control FMD?
A.Russia
B.India
C.Indonesia
D.Iran

Answer B
Explanation India commences worlds largest ever vaccination programme to control FMD &
Brucellosis in 2019. The main to provide unique Pashu Aadhar to 535 million animals
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39) Aadhaar and PAN linking deadline extended to _________2020
A.February
B.March
C.January
D.May

Answer B
Explanation The deadline to link the permanent account number (PAN) with Aadhaar extended
till 31 March by the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT).A

40) How many billion power reforms to revive ailing utilities from India?
A.$35 billion
B.$34 billion
C.$30 billion
D.$28 billion

Answer A
Explanation Aadhaar and PAN linking deadline extended to March 2020.The deadline to link
the permanent account number (PAN) with Aadhaar extended till 31 March 2020 by the Central
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) through an order.

41) What is the estimated cost of e-BCAS Project?
A.35 lakhs
B.32 lakhs
C.30 lakhs
D.39 lakhs

Answer C
Explanation The current training module part completed at an estimated cost of Rs.30.00 lakhs.
These steps will ease the process of training, audit/inspections, enhance the throughput as well as
a lot of time, energy.

42) NIT Trichy Alumni Commit ______ Millions for Alma Mater's Research
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Work Scholarships.
A.4
B.5
C.2
D.3

Answer D
Explanation NIT Trichy Alumni Commit $3 Mn For Alma Mater's Research Work Scholarships

43) When Khelo India Youth Games first event was held?
A.2017
B.2018
C.2016
D.2015

Answer B
Explanation Khelo India Youth Games are known as Khelo India School Games. The first event
was held in the year 2018.

44) Adani Power ranked as the __ largest corporation in India in Fortune
India 500 list of 2018.
A.73rd
B.74th
C.75th
D.77th

Answer A
Explanation Adani Power ranked as the 73rd largest corporation in India in Fortune India 500
list of 2018.

45) The Dhanu Jatra based on the mythological story of Lord __________
A.Shiva
B.Krishna
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C.Murgan
D.Sakthi

Answer B
Explanation The famous 11-day Dhanu Jatra celebrated as the largest open-air theatre of the
world begins at Bargarh in western Odisha. The Jatra based on the mythological story of Lord
Krishna and his demon uncle King Kansa.

46) University of Agricultural Sciences in Bengaluru planned to host the
_______ Indian Science Congress from 3rd to 7th of January.
A.102nd
B.107th
C.104th
D.106th

Answer B
Explanation University of Agricultural Sciences in Bengaluru planned to host the 107th Indian
Science Congress from 3rd to 7th of January.

47) When RuPay card was introduced by Indian Government?
A.2016
B.2014
C.2015
D.2013

Answer B
Explanation RuPay is a card scheme, conceived and launched by the National Payments
Corporation of India.It was first introduced by 8 May 2014.

48) Where Railway Protection Force headquarters was located?
A.Secunderabad
B.Mumbai
C.Hyderabad
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D.New Delhi

Answer D
Explanation Railway Protection Force is a security force, established by the Railway Protection
Force Act, 1957. The headquarters of Railway Protection Force located at New Delhi.

49) Who serves as Indian Olympic Association President?
A.Dr Vivek Sharma
B.Dr. Nariner Dhruv Batra
C.Dr. Rajesh Sharma
D.Dr. Ramesh kumar

Answer B
Explanation Dr. Nariner Dhruv Batra serves as Indian Olympic Association President.

50) What is the estimated cost of National Infra Pipeline plan?
A.105 trillion
B.102 trillion
C.106 trillion
D.110 trillion

Answer B
Explanation The estimated cost of National Infra Pipeline plan is about 102 trillion.

51) When Huawei was founded?
A.1987
B.1992
C.1989
D.1990

Answer A
Explanation Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman launched a National Infrastructure Pipeline
coordination mechanism with an investment plan worth 102 trillion in the next five years.
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52) When Unified Payments Interface was introduced?
A.2014
B.2016
C.2015
D.2019

Answer B
Explanation Unified Payments Interface is an instant real-time payment system developed by
National Payments Corporation of India. The UPI was introduced in the year 2016.

53) Where was 2022 Commonwealth Games scheduled?
A.Sydney
B.Birmingham
C.Spain
D.USA

Answer B
Explanation IOA withdraws boycott call for 2022 Commonwealth Games. The 2022
Commonwealth Games, officially known as the XXII Commonwealth Games and commonly
known as Birmingham 2022.

54) When Indian Railways was founded?
A.1860
B.1854
C.1853
D.1862

Answer C
Explanation Indian Railways is India's national railway system operated by the Ministry of
Railways. Founded on the year 1853.

55) Who commences worlds largest ever vaccination programme to control
FMD?
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A.Pakistan
B.India
C.Saudi Arabia
D.Indonesia

Answer B
Explanation India commences worlds largest ever vaccination programme to control FMD.

56) No extra charge on digital payments via RuPay and UPI from ________
2020
A.10th Jan
B.1st Jan
C.12th Jan
D.15th Jan

Answer B
Explanation No extra charge on digital payments via RuPay and UPI from 1st Jan 2020.

57) Nirmala Sitharaman unveils ______lakh crore national infrastructure plan
A.105
B.102
C.110
D.107

Answer B
Explanation Nirmala Sitharaman unveils 102 lakh crore national infrastructure plan.

58) What is the name of the app which is launched by RBI for visually
challenged to identify denomination of currency notes?
A.Yono Lite
B.MANI (Mobile Aided Note Identifier)
C.iMobile
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D. M-Connect Plus app

Answer B
Explanation Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das launched a mobile app to
help visually-impaired people to identify the denomination of currency notes. The users can
freely download the app, called 'MANI' (Mobile Aided Note Identifier), from Android Playstore
or iOS App Store.

59) When Telecom Regulatory Authority of India founded?
A.1996
B.1997
C.1995
D.1994

Answer B
Explanation Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) made amendments to the new
regulatory framework for cable and broadcasting services.Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
founded in the year 1997.

60) Who will honour the states with Krishi Karman Awards for good
agriculture production?
A.Shri Prakash Javedakar
B.Shri Suresh Prabhu
C.Shri Ramesh kumar
D.Shri Narendra Modi

Answer D
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi to honour states with Krishi Karman Awards for
good agriculture production.He will hand over Krishi Karman Award to 21 people to record good
agriculture production in various categories during the previous crop seasons.

61) What is the name of the Indias first human-crewed mission to outer space?
A.Chandrayaan-2
B.Cartosat-3
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C.Gaganyaan
D.Microsat

Answer C
Explanation ndias first human-crewed mission to outer space Gaganyaan and four men selected
from Indian Air Force will leave for Russia in the third week of January to get training

62) Who is appointed as Railway Board Chairman for one more year?
A.Suresh Kumar
B.VK Yadav
C.Vikram Sharma
D.Dinesh Raj

Answer B
Explanation VK Yadav take charges as Railway Board Chairman for one more year. The
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet approved the re-employment of V K Yadav as the
Chairman of Railway Board for one year.

63) Who inaugurated National Fire Service College in Nagpur?
A.Shri Rajnath Singh
B.Shri Naresh kumar
C.Shri Amit Shah
D.Shri Prakash Javedakar

Answer C
Explanation Union Home Minister Amit Shah dedicated the new campus of National Fire
Service College (NFSC) in Nagpur. He laid the foundation stone of the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) academy.

64) When Telecom Regulatory Authority of India of India was founded?
A.1995
B.1997
C.1996
D.1994
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Answer B
Explanation Telecom Regulatory Authority of India is a statutory body set up by the
Government of India under section 3 of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997.

65) When Election Commission of India was formed?
A.25 March 1952
B.25 January 1950
C.25 May 1951
D.25 June 1953

Answer B
Explanation Election Commission of India is an higher authority of India for administering
election processes in India at national, state and district level. It is formed in the year 25 January
1950.

66) Who dedicated five DRDO Young Scientists Laboratories?
A.Shri Suresh Sharma
B.Shri Prakash Javedakar
C.Shri Narendra Modi
D.Shri Ramesh Kumar

Answer C
Explanation Shri Narendra Modi dedicated five DRDO Young Scientists Laboratories.

67) Which country launched new Alzheimer's drug treatment to cost $5,700
per year?
A.Pakistan
B.China
C.Saudi Arabia
D.Russia

Answer B
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Explanation China launches new Alzheimer's drug treatment to cost $5,700 per year.The first
innovative therapy for the treatment of Alzheimer's disease in 17 years.

68) Who created a new Guinness World Records for most side lunges?
A.Rajesh Sharma
B.Sai Deepak
C.Dinesh gupta
D.Vikram Kumar

Answer B
Explanation B Sai Deepak set a Guinness World Records for most side lunges in 60 seconds.
Deepak scripted the record by making 59 side lunges in 60 seconds which is his fourth overall
Guinness World Records.

69) Which country officially shares list of nuclear installations with India?
A.Saudi Arabia
B.Pakistan
C.Russia
D.Iran

Answer B
Explanation Pakistan shared a list of its nuclear installations with India under a bilateral
agreement. The list handed over to an Indian High Commission official in accordance with
Article-II of the Agreement on Prohibition of Attacks against Nuclear Installations and Facilities
between Pakistan and India.

70) China launches new Alzheimer's drug treatment to cost $___________ per
year
A.6,200
B.5,700
C.8,500
D.7,500

Answer B
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Explanation China launches new Alzheimer's drug treatment to cost $5,700 per year.

71) Who is appointed as Air Officer-in-Charge Maintenance?
A.Rakesh Sharma
B.Vibhas Pande
C.Rajesh Kumar
D.Suresh Raj

Answer B
Explanation Air Marshal Vibhas Pande VSM appointed as Air Officer-in-Charge Maintenance.

72) Which state govt launches online platform to digitalise Odisha Gazette?
A.Kerala
B.TamilNadu
C.Odisha
D.West Bengal

Answer C
Explanation Odisha's 5T initiatives launched an online platform to digitalize the publication of
Odisha Gazette and move forward as a paperless mode of publication.

73) Who took charge as Air Officer-in-Charge Administration?
A.Vikram Sharma
B.MSG Menon
C.Rajesh Kumar
D.Rahul Kumar

Answer B
Explanation Air Marshal MSG Menon VSM assumes charge as Air Officer-in-Charge
Administration.

74) Who won award for first civil contract for Tughlakabad Aerocity
corridor?
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A.Kolkata Metro Rail Corporation (KMRC)
B.Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC)
C.Chennai Metro Rail Corporation (CMRC)
D.Uttarakhand metro rail corporation (UKMRC)

Answer B
Explanation Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) awards first civil contract for Tughlakabad
Aerocity corridor.

75) Which state CM launched K-RERA to bring transparency in real estate
sector?
A.TamilNadu
B.Kerala
C.Bihar
D.Anshra Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan launched the Kerala Real Estate Regulatory
Authority .The main aim to boost the confidence of customers and bring in more transparency in
the real estate sector, Real Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA)

76) Around ___________UIDAI-run Aadhaar Seva Kendras operational
across the country
A.26
B.28
C.29
D.32

Answer B
Explanation Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) opened 28 Aadhaar Seva Kendras
(ASK) to open 114 stand-alone Aadhaar Enrolments & Update Centres across the country.

77) Which country launched two powerful naval destroyers in year of harvest
for military?
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A.UK
B.China
C.Russia
D.Indonesia

Answer B
Explanation China launches two powerful naval destroyers in year of harvest for military.China
adding new naval ships on a monthly basis.

78) What is the new one integrated Helpline number for Indian Railways?
A.137
B.139
C.138
D.140

Answer B
Explanation Indian Railway announces one integrated Helpline number 139.

79) When Krishi Karman Awards was organised?
A.2011-12
B.2012-13
C.2010-11
D.2013-14

Answer C
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit to Karnataka. Bengaluru Prime Minister
will take part in the Krishi award function in Tumkuru Junior College grounds. He will hand over
Krishi Karman Award to 21 people to record good agriculture production in various categories
during the previous crop seasons. It was first organised in the year 2010-11.

80) ISRO to set up second launch port in ___________ district
A.Thoothukodi
B.Dharmapuri
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C.Krishnagiri
D.Namakkal

Answer A
Explanation Indian Space Research Organisation establish a second launch port in Thoothukodi
district in Tamilnadu exclusively to launch small satellite launch vehicles.

81) Where was Telecom Regulatory Authority of India headquarters located?
A.Hyderabad
B.Patna
C.Chennai
D.New Delhi

Answer D
Explanation Telecom Regulatory Authority of India headquarters located at New Delhi.

82) How many years did VK Yadav got extension for Railway Board
Chairman Post?
A.2
B.3
C.1
D.4

Answer C
Explanation VK Yadav take charges as Railway Board Chairman for one more year.Yadav took
charge as Railway Board Chairman from Ashwani Lohani retired from the post in December
2018

83) How many railways stations are their in Delhi Metro?
A.284
B.285
C.286
D.287
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Answer B
Explanation Delhi Metro is a transit system serving Delhi and its satellite cities of Ghaziabad,
Faridabad, Gurgaon. They have 285 stations.

84) What was the number used in Indian Railways for accidents and safety?
A.1073
B.1072
C.1075
D.1076

Answer B
Explanation Indian Railways made to overcome the inconvenience over multiple helpline
numbers for grievances and inquiry during railway travel, Indian Railway integrated railway
helplines into single number. The 1072 number used for accidents and safety.

85) When UIDAI was founded?
A.2010
B.2009
C.2011
D.2013

Answer B
Explanation Unique Identification Authority of India was founded in the year 2009

86) China launches __________powerful naval destroyers in year of harvest
for military
A.2
B.3
C.4
D.5

Answer A
Explanation China launches two powerful naval destroyers in year of harvest for military.
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87) When National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) was founded?
A.2008
B.2007
C.2006
D.2009

Answer C
Explanation It is a specialized force constituted for the purpose of specialist response to a
threatening disaster situation or disaster under the Disaster Management Act. It is founded in th
year 2006.

88) Amit Shah to dedicate new campus of National Fire Service College in
________
A.Raipur
B.Nagpur
C.Patna
D.Pune

Answer B
Explanation Amit Shah to dedicate new campus of National Fire Service College in Nagpur.

89) Where was the headquarters of Indian Space Research Organisation
located?
A.Chennai
B.Bengaluru
C.Hyderabad
D.Mumbai

Answer B
Explanation The headquarters of Indian Space Research Organisation located at Bengaluru.

90) Who is the President of Nepal?

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 30 - January 5, 2020)

A.KP Sharma Oli
B.Bidhya Devi Bhandari
C.Ram Baran Yadav
D.Sher Bahadur Deuba

Answer B
Explanation Bidhya Devi Bhandari is the President of Nepal

91) How many contracts of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas awarded
under Open Acreage Licensing Programme?
A.9
B.7
C.8
D.10

Answer B
Explanation Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas signs Contracts for 7 Blocks Awarded under
Open Acreage Licensing Programme. The Bid Round-IV offered seven blocks under
International Competitive Bidding (ICB) process.

92) How many crores did PM Narendra Modi disburses to six crore farmers?
A.14,000
B.12,000
C.15,000
D.17,000

Answer B
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi electronically released 12,000 crore rupees under
Pradhan Mantri Samaan Yojana to six crore farmers in Tumakuru. He awarded the Krishi
Karman Award to the progressive farmers from 21 states.

93) Who is appointed as new chancellor of Queen's University Belfast in
Ireland?
A.Angela Merkel

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 30 - January 5, 2020)

B.Hillary Clinton
C.Julia Gillard
D.Tarja Halonen

Answer B
Explanation Former US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton appointed as the new chancellor of
Queen's University in Belfast, Ireland.

94) Which year is designated as Year of Nurse and Midwife?
A.2021
B.2020
C.2022
D.2023

Answer B
Explanation World Health Organization (WHO) designated 2020 as the Year of the Nurse and
the Midwife to honor the 200th birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale. The World Health
Organization (WHO) is the collaborating partner in the three-year Nursing Now Campaign
(20182020).

95) Which state govt launched Cyber Safe Women initiative?
A.Andhra Pradesh
B.Maharashtra
C.TamilNadu
D.Kerala

Answer B
Explanation Maharashtra Government launched a Cyber Safe Women initiative under which
awareness camps held across all the districts of the state regarding cyber safety.

96) Who inaugurated 28th New Delhi World Book Fair?
A.Shri Rajesh Sharma
B.Shri Vikram Kumar
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C.Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal
D.Shri Rajnath Singh

Answer C
Explanation Human Resources Development Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal inaugurated the 28th
edition of the annual New Delhi World Book Fair.

97) When All India Institutes of Medical Sciences established?
A.1958
B.1956
C.1960
D.1962

Answer B
Explanation The Appointment Committee of the Cabinet approved the appointment of Sharma
for three years. The governors of the Medical Council of India (MCI) appointed as the secretary
of the Commission for a similar term.

98) Fifth IHAI National Ice Hockey Championship 2020 begins in __________
A.Shimla
B.Chandigarh
C.Leh
D.Delhi

Answer C
Explanation The fifth Ice Hockey Association of India (IHAI) National Ice Hockey
Championship 2020 begins in Leh. The inaugural match in the Under-20 Boys category between
Chandigarh and Haryana.

99) Which country created a record for highest number of babies born on New
Year Day?
A.Saudi Arabia
B.India
C.Iran

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 30 - January 5, 2020)

D.Russia

Answer B
Explanation India recorded the highest number of babies born worldwide on New Year's Day.
The world's second-most populous country registering an estimated 67,385 births out of the
nearly 400,000 babies born globally on that day.

100) Who inaugurated the 107th Indian Science Congress?
A.Shri Vikram Sharma
B.Shri Rajnath Singh
C.Shri Narendra Modi
D.Shri Dinesh gupta

Answer C
Explanation Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the 107th Indian Science Congress
(ISC) at the University of Agricultural Sciences, Bengaluru.

101) When World Trade Organization was founded?
A.1993
B.1994
C.1995
D.1992

Answer C
Explanation World Trade Organization is an intergovernmental organization that is concerned
with the regulation of international trade between nations.It is founded on 1 January 1995.

102) Which company signed under DAY-NULM Scheme?
A.Amazon
B.Flipkart
C.Myntra
D.Nykaa

Answer B
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Explanation The Union Government of India signed MoU with Flipkart company for selling the
products made by women self-help groups under the schemeDeendayal Antyodaya YojanaNational Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM).

103) Which state government appoints two Disha Special Officers?
A.Patna
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Himachal Pradesh
D.Kerala

Answer B
Explanation Andhra Pradesh government-appointedIndian Administrative Service (IAS) official
Dr. Kritika Shukla and Indian Police Service (IPS) official M Deepika as Special Officers.

104) Who proposed integrated Air Defence Command for armed forces?
A.Manoj Mukund Naravane
B.Bipin Rawat
C.Rajendrasinhji Jadeja
D.K. M. Cariappa

Answer B
Explanation General Bipin Rawat proposes integrated Air Defence Command for armed forces.

105) Who inaugurates first capacity building programme?
A.Dr Rakesh Kumar
B.Dr. Jitendra Singh
C.Dr Rajesh Sharma
D.Dr Eshwar kumar

Answer B
Explanation Dr. Jitendra Singh inaugurates first capacity building programme.

106) KVIC opened first silk processing plant in ____________
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A.Kerala
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Gujarat
D.Himachal Pradesh

Answer C
Explanation Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) a first Silk Processing Plant
inaugurated at Surendranagar in Gujarat. The cost of production of silk yarn increases the sale
and availability of raw material for Gujarati Patola Sarees.

107) How many Disha Special Officers are appointed by Andhra pradesh
Government?
A.3
B.2
C.4
D.5

Answer B
Explanation Andhra Pradesh Government appoints two Disha Special Officers.

108) Where was Khadi and Village Industries Commission located?
A.Chennai
B.Mumbai
C.New Delhi
D.Hyderabad

Answer B
Explanation Khadi and Village Industries Commission is a statutory body formed by the
Government of India, under the Act of Parliament. The Headquarters located at Mumbai.

109) How many scientists awarded for Swarna Jayanti Fellowships?
A.15
B.14
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C.16
D.17

Answer B
Explanation Union Ministry of Science and Technology awarded as Swarna Jayanti Fellowships
to 14 scientists to basic research in frontier areas of science and technology.

110) Who got eighth in latest Olympic qualification rankings?
A.Gagan Narang
B.Mirabai Chanu
C.Dhyan Chand
D.Vijender Singh

Answer B
Explanation Mirabai Chanu got eighth in latest Olympic qualification rankings.

111) When Ice Hockey was founded?
A.1924
B.1920
C.1923
D.1926

Answer B
Explanation Ice Hockey was founded on the year 1920. Fifth IHAI National Ice Hockey
Championship 2020 begins in Leh

112) HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal inaugurated _______ New Delhi World
Book Fair
A.29th
B.28th
C.30th
D.25th

Answer B
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Explanation HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal inaugurated 28th New Delhi World Book Fair.

113) PM Narendra Modi disburses 12,000 crore rupees to _____crore farmers
A.Seven
B.Six
C.Five
D.Four

Answer B
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi released 12,000 crore rupees under Pradhan Mantri
Samaan Yojana to six crore farmers in Tumakuru.

114) Which country ranked second for highest number of babies born on New
Year Day?
A.China
B.Indonesia
C.USA
D.Finland

Answer A
Explanation According to UNICEF, An estimated 67,385 babies were born in India. Globally,
over half of these births were estimated to have taken place in eight countries - India (67,385),
China (46,299),

115) What is the theme of 107th ISC is Science and Technology conference?
A.Development Cycle
B.Rural Development
C.Vision 2020
D.Rural Life in India

Answer B
Explanation The theme of 107th ISC is Science and Technology conference is Rural
Development.
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116) When Flipkart was founded?
A.2010
B.2007
C.2009
D.2008

Answer B
Explanation Flipkart is an Indian e-commerce company based in Bengaluru, India. Flipkart was
founded in the year 2007.

117) How many chinese items are declared at curbing imports of non-essential
items by India?
A.375
B.371
C.376
D.378

Answer B
Explanation India is set to finalize stricter quality standards for 371 items aim at curbing imports
of non-essential items such as toys, plastic goods, sports items, and furniture, especially from
China.

118) Who is appointed as as first chief of NMC?
A.Prof Ramesh Sharma
B.Prof Suresh Kumar
C.Prof Suresh Chandra Sharma
D.Prof Vijay Kumar

Answer C
Explanation Government appoints AIIMS Prof Suresh Chandra Sharma as first chief of NMC.

119) India is the ______ largest market for English publications with more
than 12,000 publishers.
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A.4th
B.3rd
C.2nd
D.6th

Answer B
Explanation India is the third-largest market for English publications with more than 12,000
publishers.

120) The plant set up by a khadi institution at the cost of Rs _______lakhs
A.80
B.75
C.78
D.79

Answer B
Explanation The cost of production of silk yarn increases the sale and availability of raw
material for Gujarati Patola Sarees locally. The plant set up by a khadi institution at the cost of Rs
75 lakhs in which KVIC contributed Rs 60 lakh.

121) How many hospitals de-empanelled and 4.5 cr fine imposed under
Ayushman Bharat Scheme?
A.176
B.175
C.171
D.173

Answer B
Explanation Around 171 already de-empanelled and the list of hospitals imposed penalty by the
central government. More than INR 4.5 crore levied on hospitals indulging in malpractices.

122) Who inaugurated the world second tallest statue of Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel?
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A.Shri Ramesh Gupta
B.Shri Prakash Javedakar
C.Shri Suresh Kumar
D.Shri Vijay Rupani

Answer D
Explanation Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani unveils the second tallest statue of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel in the world at Ahmedabad.

123) World Braille Day observed on _______________
A.January 8th
B.January 4th
C.January 9th
D.January 10th

Answer B
Explanation World Braille Day observed on January 4th. The day is marked remembering the
birth anniversary of Louis Braille, the inventor of Braille for people with visual disabilities.

124) Union Government sanctions 2,636 EV charging stations in _______cities
A.65
B.62
C.68
D.69

Answer B
Explanation The union government approved setting up 2,636 electric vehicle charging stations
across 62 cities in 24 states and union territories of India.

125) Which country names Esmail Qaani new Quds chief of IRGC?
A.Indonesia
B.Iran
C.Pakistan
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D.Saudi Arabia

Answer B
Explanation Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei named as the Deputy Head of the
Revolutionary Guards foreign operations arm Esmail Qaani to replace Qasem Soleimani as its
commander. Soleimani killed in a pre-dawn US strike in Baghdad.

126) US sends ______ more army troops to Middle East
A.3,800
B.3,000
C.4,600
D.4,500

Answer B
Explanation The United States of America around 3,000 army troops to the Middle East killing
of Iranian Commander Qasem Soleimani ordered by President Donald Trump.

127) Who inaugurated 4th All India Police Judo Cluster Championship 2019?
A.Shri Ramesh Kumar
B.Shri Nityanand Rai
C.Shri Prakash Javedakar
D.Shri Suresh Prabhu

Answer B
Explanation Shri Nityanand Rai inaugurated 4th All India Police Judo Cluster Championship
2019.

128) Which ministry created new emerging and strategic technologies NEST?
A.Ministry of Internal Affairs
B.Ministry of Finance
C.Ministry of External Affairs
D.Ministry of telecommunication

Answer C
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Explanation External affairs ministry declared the setting up ofnew emerging and strategic
technologies (NEST) division.

129) India strongly condemned vandalism at Nankana Sahib Gurudwara in
____________
A.Iran
B.Pakistan
C.Iraq
D.Saudi Arabia

Answer B
Explanation India strongly condemned vandalism at Nankana Sahib Gurudwara in Pakistan. The
Pakistan Government to take immediate steps to ensure the safety, security, and welfare of the
members of the Sikh community.

130) How many billions did UPI hits transactions in December Month?
A.1.6 billion transactions
B.1.5 billion transactions
C.1.3 billion transactions
D.1.8 billion transactions

Answer C
Explanation Unified Payments Interface (UPI) raised 1.3 billion transactions in December at
National Payments Corp. of India (NPCI).

131) Which state govt launches Cyber Safe Women initiative?
A.Kerala
B.Maharashtra
C.Bihar
D.TamilNadu

Answer B
Explanation Maharashtra Government launched a Cyber Safe Women initiative under which
awareness camps across all the districts of the state regarding cyber safety.
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132) Which Technologies planned to manufacture LED TVs for Samsung?
A.Microsoft
B.Dixon
C.Amazon
D.Intel

Answer B
Explanation South Korean electronics Samsung and Noida-based Dixon Technologies jointly
manufacture LED televisions in India.

133) Adani to buy 75% stake in ______________Port
A.Kandla
B.Krishnapatnam
C.Visakhapatnam
D.Mormugao

Answer B
Explanation Adani to buy 75% stake in Krishnapatnam Port.

134) When Unified Payments Interface was introduced?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
D.2018

Answer B
Explanation Unified Payments Interface is an instant real-time payment system developed by
National Payments Corporation of India. It is founded at 2016.

135) Shri Nityanand Rai inaugurated _________All India Police Judo Cluster
Championship 2019

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 30 - January 5, 2020)

A.6th
B.4th
C.7th
D.9th

Answer B
Explanation Shri Nityanand Rai inaugurated 4th All India Police Judo Cluster Championship
2019.

136) Union Government sanctions _________EV charging stations in 62 cities
A.2,605
B.2,636
C.2,720
D.2,700

Answer B
Explanation Union Government sanctions 2,636 EV charging stations in 62 cities.

137) When Border Security Force was founded?
A.1967
B.1965
C.1968
D.1969

Answer B
Explanation Border Security Force is the border defence organisation of India. Border Security
Force was founded in the year 1965

138) Around 171 hospitals de-empanelled and _________ cr fine imposed
under Ayushman Bharat Scheme
A.3. 5 crores
B.4.5 crores
C.3. 8 crores
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D.4.2 crores

Answer B
Explanation Around 171 hospitals de-empanelled and 4.5 cr fine imposed under Ayushman
Bharat Scheme.

139) Dixon Technologies planned to manufacture LED TVs for ___________
A.Samsung
B.Nokia
C.Oppo
D.Tecno

Answer A
Explanation Dixon Technologies planned to manufacture LED TVs for Samsung.

140) When Louis Braille was born?
A.1810
B.1809
C.1812
D.1815

Answer B
Explanation Louis Braille was born on 4th January 1809 in the town of Coupvray in northern
France.World Braille Day observed on January 4th. The day is marked remembering the birth
anniversary of Louis Braille, the inventor of Braille for people with visual disabilities.

141) When Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps was founded?
A.1981
B.1979
C.1983
D.1982

Answer B
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Explanation Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps is a branch of the Iranian Armed Forces
founded after the Iranian Revolution on 22 April 1979.

142) When Samsung was founded?
A.1940
B.1938
C.1945
D.1942

Answer B
Explanation Samsung is a South Korean multinational conglomerate headquartered in Samsung
Town.Dixon Technologies planned to manufacture LED TVs for Samsung.

143) How many lakhs a single family earn from Ayushman Bharat - National
Health Protection Mission scheme?
A.8 lakh rupees
B.5 lakh rupees
C.10 lakh rupees
D.15 lakh rupees

Answer B
Explanation Ayushman Bharat is National Health Protection Scheme, which will cover over 10
crore poor and vulnerable families (approximately 50 crore beneficiaries) providing coverage up
to 5 lakh rupees per family per year for secondary and tertiary care hospitalization

144) Chhattisgarh CM constitutes panels for Rs _________paddy price
A.2500
B.2000
C.1800
D.1500

Answer A
Explanation Chhattisgarh chief minister Bhupesh Baghel to set up a committee to ensure the
payment of Rs 2500 per quintal to farmers against procurement of paddy.
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145) Which bank asks customers to update mobile numbers for ATM cash
withdrawals?
A.Yes Bank
B.State Bank of India
C.Canara Bank
D.Corporation Bank

Answer B
Explanation State Bank of India asks customers to update mobile numbers for ATM cash
withdrawals.

146) Lai Haraoba festival begins in _________
A.Mizoram
B.Tripura
C.Nagaland
D.Manipur

Answer B
Explanation Lai Haraoba festival begins in Tripura.

147) ISRO sets up academic centre in Karnataka to provide _____ crore
A.4
B.2
C.3
D.6

Answer B
Explanation ISRO sets up academic centre in Karnataka to provide 2 crore.

148) India Forex reserves touch all time high of __________ billion
A.457.490
B.457.470
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C.457.468
D.457.485

Answer B
Explanation India Forex reserves touch all time high of 457.468 billion.

149) When Income Tax Department was founded?
A.1862
B.1860
C.1863
D.1865

Answer B
Explanation Income Tax Department is a government agency undertaking direct tax collection
of the Government of India.Income Tax Department was founded in the year 1860.

150) When Indian Space Research Organisation was founded?
A.1970
B.1969
C.1972
D.1975

Answer B
Explanation Indian Space Research Organisation is the space agency of the Government of India
has its headquarters in the city of Bengaluru.

151) Which state government employees now get DA at par with central govt
employees?
A.Kerala
B.Gujarat
C.TamilNadu
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer B
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Explanation Gujarat government employees now get DA at par with central govt employees.

152) The Gujarat government hiked the dearness allowance (DA) by
________percent.
A.Six
B.Five
C.three
D.Seven

Answer B
Explanation The Gujarat government hiked the dearness allowance (DA) by five percent.

153) SBI OTP-based ATM cash withdrawal facility is applicable for
withdrawing cash above ___________
A.Rs 8, 000
B.Rs 10, 000
C.Rs 9,000
D.Rs 12,000

Answer B
Explanation SBI asks customers to update mobile numbers for ATM cash withdrawing cash
above Rs 10, 000.

154) Where was Income Tax Department headquarters located ?
A.Chennai
B.New Delhi
C.Pune
D.Hyderabad

Answer B
Explanation Income Tax Department is a government agency undertaking direct tax collection
of the Government of India.
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155) When State Bank of India was founded?
A.1808
B.1806
C.1807
D.1809

Answer B
Explanation State Bank of India (SBI) is an Indian multinational, public sector banking and
financial services statutory body. State Bank of India was founded in the year 1806.
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