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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
What Is Angadia System?
Angadia system is a century-old parallel banking system in India.
Highlights
In this, traders send cash from one state to a different through an individual
called Angadia. Angadia stands for courier.
In this system, colossal cash is involved. It becomes the responsibility of
Angadia to transfer cash from one state to a different. For this purpose,
Angadia charges a nominal fee.
This system is usually utilized in the jewelry business that Mumbai Surat is
the hottest route because they're two ends of the diamond trade.
Usually, the Marwari, Gujarati, and Malabari communities are involved
within the business.
Working
Angadia system works mainly on trust as huge sums are involved. Usually,
traders have equivalent Angadias for many years together.
If a trader from one state wants to pay a trader from another state, he will
send an Angadias to deliver money within 24 hours.
They even have fixed trains. To verify authenticity, the trader also gives
some numbers to Angadia and supplies the amount to the recipient.
After the recipient confirms the amount, Angadia hands over the cash to
him, after making the payment, the Angadias return to their place the same
day.
Legality
Angadia system is legal. But it's suspected that this technique is
employed to transfer unaccounted money.
Since the business deals are in cash and no account is maintained for an
equivalent.
Thus, there are suspicions that it's wont to transfer black money like
hawala transactions.
The Angadias carry vast amounts of cash, making them vulnerable to
robbery.
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Moody's: India's Growth Estimates To 9.5% In CY2022

Moody's has revised India's economic growth estimates within the Current Year
2022 upwards to 9.5 percent.
Highlights
Moody's has revised India's economic growth estimates within the Current
Year 2022 upwards to 9.5 percent from 7 percent on stronger than expected
recovery after a lockdown in 2020 and Covid-19's delta rhythm in 2021.
It maintained a forecast for five .5 percent growth in CY2023. In its update
on Global Macro Outlook 2022-23 today, Moody's said nuisance tax
collection, retail activity, and buying Managers Index suggest solid
momentum.
However, high oil prices and distortions remain a haul on growth for India.
As is the case in many other countries, the recovery lags in contact-intensive
services sectors, but it should be devoured because the Omicron wave
subsides.
With most remaining restrictions now being lifted with the development
within the Covid situation, including the reopening of faculties and colleges
for in-person instruction across various states, the country (India) is on its
thanks to normalcy.

Dollar/Rupee Two-Year Sell-Buy Swap Auction Announced By RBI
The Federal Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced a two-year sell-buy swap
auction for US Dollar/Rupee.
Highlights
The Federal Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced a US Dollar/Rupee
two-year sell-buy swap auction to elongate the maturity profile of its
forward book and smoothen the receivables concerning forwarding assets.
The financial institution will undertake a sell/buy swap auction of $5 billion,
enabling access to a broader set of market participants.
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RBI will conduct a spot sale to sell USD 5 billion to banks in exchange for
rupees through this auction on March 10, 2022.
On March 11, 2024, it'll make a forward purchase from banks in two years.
The forward purchase will help in reducing RBI's current exchange reserves
and increase its two-year forward USD purchases.
Swap Auction
Under the swap auction, a bank sells US dollars to the RBI. It's also agreed
to shop for an equivalent amount of folks' dollars at the top of the swap
period.It is different from Open Market Operations (OMOs) materially.
Under OMOs, the financial institution buys and sells government securities
within the open market. While in swap transactions, only authorized dealers
are allowed to deposit US dollars in exchange for rupees.
Swap Auction is completed to meet the durable liquidity needs of the
system.
It injects rupee liquidity for an extended duration utilizing long-term
exchange Buy/Sell swap. Swap Auction helps in bridging the liquidity
deficit.
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INTERNATIONAL
U.K. 'Golden Visas' Removal
The U.K. Home Secretary Priti Patel announced scrapping the "Golden Visa"
program for millionaire investors during a bid to chop down on fraud.
Highlights
The U.K. Golden Visas program is going to be removed with immediate
effect. The removal of Tier 1 investor visa "is just the beginning of U.K.'s
renewed crackdown on fraud and illicit finance."
This move is followed by a headquarters review into visas that were already
granted under the program and implemented as the government seeks to curb
the influence of Russian money.
British government started the review in 2018, after the poisoning of former
Russian agent Sergei Skripal in Salisbury. This incident also led to a
deterioration in relations between the Kremlin and, therefore, the U.K.
Investors Visas Data
As per headquarters data, around 1,400 investor visas were issued between
2015 and 2020.
Furthermore, a Parliamentary report from 2020 notes that the 'investor visa
program had been exploited.'
It offered ideal mechanisms for illicit finance to recycle through London'
laundromat'."
U.K. Golden Visa Program
The U.K. Golden Visa program offers wealthy foreigners a path to
residency, just in case they need to invest quite 2 million pounds within the
U.K.
Immigrant Investor Programs allow individuals to get residence or
citizenship to create qualifying investments during a country.
This program offers citizenship by investment (golden passport or cash-forpassports) or residence by investment (golden visa).
It also offers immediate residence followed by accelerated citizenship
(hybrid form).
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Blue Economy Roadmap Signed By India and France
India and France have inked a roadmap to reinforce their bilateral exchanges on the
blue economy and ocean governance.
Highlights
India and France have inked a roadmap to reinforce their bilateral exchanges
on the blue economy and ocean governance.
Dr. S Jaishankar is on a three-day visit to France, from 20 February to 22,
2022, to attend EU Ministerial Forum for Cooperation within the IndoPacific scheduled for Washington's Birthday.
The agreement on 'Roadmap on Blue Economy and Ocean Governance' was
signed between India's External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar and his
French counterpart Jean-Yves Le Drian.
The Partnership
The partnership will help explore the potential for collaboration in marine
science research for a far better understanding of oceans and make sure that
the ocean remains a worldwide common area of freedom and trade,
supported by the rule of law.
The scope of the roadmap will encompass maritime trade, the naval industry,
fisheries, marine technology, research project, integrated coastal
management, marine eco-tourism, inland waterways, and cooperation
between competent administrations on civil maritime issues.
India and France underscored that fisheries are an important economic sector
and play a decisive role in food security and livelihood security, particularly
coastal populations.

Putin Divided Ukraine Into 3 countries
Russian President Putin has recognized the independence of separatist regions in
eastern Ukraine Donetsk and Luhansk.
Highlights
Russian President Putin has recognized the independence of separatist
regions in eastern Ukraine Donetsk and Luhansk.
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Putin's announcement paved the way for Russia to openly send troops and
weapons to the long-running conflict pitting Ukrainian forces against
Moscow-backed rebels.
Russian-backed rebels have been fighting Ukrainian troops in Donetsk and
Luhansk since 2014, with regular violence despite a ceasefire agreement.
Putin signed decrees recognizing the Donetsk and Luhansk regions'
independence, eight years after fighting erupted between Russia-backed
separatists and Ukrainian forces, and called on lawmakers to approve
measures paving the way for military support.
Russia has acquired the proper to create military bases in Ukraine's two
breakaway regions under new agreements with their separatist leaders.
The U.S. said it supports Ukraine's involve an urgent UN Security Council
meeting.
Russia and, therefore, the breakaway regions also decide to sign separate
agreements on military cooperation and protection of borders.

'C-Dome' New Naval Air Defence System Test Fired By Israel
Israel successfully tested a brand new naval air defense system, "C-Dome," to be
used on the Israeli Navy's Sa'ar 6-class corvettes.
Highlights
Israel successfully tested a replacement naval air defense system, "C-Dome,"
to be used on the Israeli Navy's Sa'ar 6-class corvettes.
C-Dome is the naval version of the Iron Dome, an all-weather air defense
system of Israel to intercept and destroy short-range rockets and missiles
from the Gaza Strip.
The successful test further strengthens the missile defense systems of the
Israeli Navy to safeguard the maritime assets of the State of Israel.
The System:
The systems we are developing as a part of Israel's multi-tier missile defense
array enable us to work against Iranian proxies within the region and defend
against their weapon systems, which are constantly being upgraded.
The C-Dome is to become a part of Israel's multilayer missile defense
system which incorporates weapons capable of intercepting everything from
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long-range missiles to short-range rockets.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Operation Nanhe Farishte
Under "Operation Nanhe Farishte," the Railway Protection Force (RPF) has
rescued quite 1,000 kids from Railway stations across India within January 2022.
Highlights
The RPF is entrusted with providing safety to passengers. It saved 1,045
children found alone or abandoned at the railway stations. Out of all, 701
were boys, and 344 were girls.
According to the RPF, many children are kidnapped from railway stations
per annum. They're later exploited and trafficked.
Child Help Desks are currently functional across 132 railway stations within
the country.
Initiatives by Railways
Operation Mahila Suraksha Indian Railways implements several additional
steps under "operation Mahila Suraksha." This initiative guarantees
enhanced security for female travelers.
Meri Saheli squads RPF deployed "Meri Saheli" squads at crucial railway
stations during January 2022.
They were deployed to provide security to woman passengers, specifically
those traveling alone. The operation was covered in about 13,000 trains in
India.
RPF also apprehended five persons under the fees of molestation and eveteasing. Some 2,185 people were also caught while traveling in ladies'
coaches.
Operation Matrishakti Under "Operation Matrishakti," ladies'RPF personnel
went beyond the decision of duty to assist pregnant women who were in
labor while riding the train. Ladies RPF personnel structure about 9% of the
whole strength.
In January, assistance was provided to seven pregnant women passengers
and was instrumental in their childbirth.
Mission Jeewan Raksha Under "Mission Jeewan Raksha," RPF personnel
saved 42 persons, including 20 males and 22 ladies on duty in January.
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Operation Yatri Surakhsha Under "Operation Yatri Surakhsha," RPF also
supports state police fighting against passenger crime.
RPF arrested quite 300 criminals who were involved in 254 passengerrelated offenses within the same period.

Upper Bhadra Project
On February 16, 2022, Chief Minister of Karnataka Basavaraj Bommai announced
that the high-powered committee of the central government gave national project
status to the "Upper Bhadra Project."
Highlights
This is the primary project from the state to urge this status. This status of
the national project will change the irrigation scenario of central Karnataka.
It will help the state in getting Rs 12,500 crore from the Centre. It'llspeed up
the ambitious irrigation project and help transform central Karnataka from
being water-scarce to a water-rich state.
Upper Bhadra Project
This project was launched to irrigate 2,25,515 hectares utilizing microirrigation in drought-prone districts of Chitradurga, Chikkamagaluru,
Davangere, and Tumakuru.
It will refill 367 tanks under drought-prone taluks of three districts through
Chitradurga and Tumakuru branch canals.This project was launched to
provide a sustainable irrigation facility in the Kharif season.
Its other objectives include recharging groundwater tables and diluting
chemical contaminants of which Fluoride is predominant. It's worth a Rs
16,125 crore project.
Visvesvaraya Jala Nigam Ltd is undertaking the Upper Bhadra Project. It's a
severe lift irrigation scheme under implementation in Karnataka.
This project would lift water from Tunga to Bhadra in the first stage. In the
second stage, Hile might take life water from Bhadra reservoir and supply it
to a tunnel near Ajjampura.
Water will be provided through a gravity canal in the Tungabhadra sub-basin
of the Krishna basin. The Investment Committee cleared the Upper Bhadra
project of Jal Shakti Ministry.
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E.V. Charging stations Announced By Indian Oil
On February 18, 2022, diversified energy significant Indian Oil announced that It'd
installed 1,000 electric vehicle charging stations (EVCS) in India.
Highlights
Indian Oil has achieved the primary of the many milestones in enabling the
E.V. revolution in India, with the successful deployment of quite 1,000 EV
charging points.
Indian Oil is ready to supply E.V. charging facilities at 10,000 fuel stations
in the upcoming three years.
This will provide confidence to customers for an uninterrupted drive and to
automobile manufacturers in enhancing the production of electric vehicles.
First EV charger
Indian Oil installed its first E.V. charger at Nagpur for the public in 2017. Its
charging points are present across 500 towns and cities, including multiple
state and national highways.
Apart from that, Indian Oil is getting to find a base of 3000 plus charging
stations to convert highways into e-highways in the next three years.
National Mission for Transformative Mobility and Battery Storage
National Mission on Transformative Mobility and Battery Storage was
launched to promote clean, shared, connected, sustainable, and holistic
mobility initiatives. It is valid for five years, until 2024.
The "National Mission on Transformative Mobility and Battery Storage"
with an "Inter-Ministerial Steering Committee" is chaired by the CEO of
NITI Aayog.
It recommends and drives the strategies for Phased manufacturing programs
and transformative mobility for Electric Vehicles, E.V. Components, and
Batteries.
The Mission coordinates with critical stakeholders in Ministries or
Departments and states for integrating several initiatives in transforming
mobility in India.

Hurun India Wealth Report
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According to the newest Hurun India Wealth Report 2021, the number of dollarmillionaire households in India increased by 11 percent to 4,58,000 households in
2021.
Highlights
According to the newest Hurun India Wealth Report 2021, the number of
dollar-millionaire households in India increased by 11 percent to 4,58,000
households in 2021, compared to 2020.
A household having a net worth of a minimum of INR 7 crore ($1 million) is
mentioned as a dollar-millionaire household.
The report has estimated that the number of dollar-millionaire households
within the country shall increase by 30% over the subsequent five years to
succeed in 6,00,000 households in 2026.
Meanwhile, within the list of cities with the foremost millionaires, Mumbai
has topped with 20,300 households.
Delhi follows Mumbai with 17,400 and Kolkata with 10,500 millionaire
households, respectively.
The report is predicated on the survey of 350 Indian 'millionaires'
(individuals with a private wealth of $1 million).

International Olympic Committee Session In 2023 Hosted By Mumbai
Mumbai, India, will host the International Olympic Committee session in 2023.
Highlights
Mumbai, India, will host the International Olympic Committee session in
2023. The IOC sessions for 2023 will be held at Jio World Convention
Centre, Mumbai.
India hosted the last such session within the year 1983 in New Delhi. In
2022, the IOC session was held in Beijing, China.
Nita Ambani is the representative of India on this committee. Mumbai
received a historic 99% of the votes in favor of its bid from the delegates
participating within the process, with 75 members endorsing its candidature
within the session held in Beijing.
The IOC Session is the yearly meeting of the 101 voting members and,
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therefore, the 45 honorary members available together to make a decision
amendments to the Olympic Charter, the election of IOC members and
office-bearers then on.

Gobar-Dhan Plant in Indore Inaugurated By PM
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated a 550-tonne capacity "Gobar-Dhan
(Bio-CNG) Plant" in Indore, Madhya Pradesh.
Highlights
Through video conferencing, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated
a 550-tonne capacity "Gobar-Dhan (Bio-CNG) Plant" in Indore, Madhya
Pradesh.
This is the most critical Bio-CNG plant in Asia. It's been found out for Rs
150 crore.
The gobardhan plant is predicated on the concept of waste-to-wealth
innovation.
Wet urban household waste and waste from cattle and farm is Gobar Dhan.
Lakhs of tonnes of garbage have occupied thousands of acres of land for
many years across the country, causing air and pollution, the main reason
behind the spread of diseases.
The plant is predicated on zero-landfill models, which suggests no rejects
would be generated.
Benefits of the plants
Reduction in greenhouse emissions, providing green energy, and organic
compost as fertilizer.
The Indore Gober Dhan Bio CNG plant will produce around 17,000 kg per
day of CNG and 100 tonnes per day of organic compost.
It is proposed that such Gober Dhan Bio CNG plants will be established in
75 big Municipal bodies in the coming two years.

Specialized Schools Of Excellence In Delhi
In 2022, 11 new Specialised Schools of Excellence (SoSEs) have been introduced
in Delhi, taking the entire tally of such schools to 31.
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Highlights
The Delhi government established SoSEs to equip students with world-class
facilities and instructors for curriculum and specialized fields.
These schools provide specialized education across five areas: science,
technology, engineering & Mathematics (STEM), performing & visual arts,
humanities, soldiers prep school, and high-end 21st-century skills.
Admission
The admission process for brand new sessions has started across these
schools now. Students can apply for admission to class 9 in their preferred
domain till February 28, 2022.
Aside from that, students can take admission to school 11 in STEM and
armed forces preparatory school (AFPS) in 2022.
Students looking to require admissions can reach the bent admission help
desk, which is found at their nearest SoSE.
Significance
Armed forces preparatory school (AFPS) has also been included in
SoSE.The AFPS seeks to organize students dreaming of serving India by
becoming officers in Indian soldiers ."
In the 2022-2023 session, admission is often taken in AFPS for
sophistication 9 and 11. AFPS will be a residential school, where students
would be trained rigorously to organize them for Indian soldiers. Its campus
covers a neighborhood of 14 acres in Jharoda Kalan.
Eligibility
As per usual guidelines adopted by the Delhi government, students require a
minimum of 66% aggregate marks in school 7 to require admission in school
9 of any SoSE.
On the opposite hand, a minimum of 75% aggregate marks is required in
school 9 to require admission in school 11. 5% waivers will be given for
college kids from OBC, SC, ST, and CWSN (Children with Special Needs)
categories.

Arunachal Pradesh & Mizoram Statehood Day
On February 20, 2022, Prime Minister Narendra Modi greeted the people of
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Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram on the occasion of statehood day in both states.
Highlights
The year 2022 marked the 36th State Foundation Day of Arunachal Pradesh.
North-East Frontier Agency (NEFA) was given a replacement name and a
brand new identity as Arunachal Pradesh 50 years ago. Arunachal Pradesh
became a full-fledged state on February 20, 1987.
Mizoram was the 23rd state of India. It had been made a state on February
20, 1987, with the 53rd Amendment Act of Indian Constitution, 1986.
Arunachal Pradesh Statehood Day
Arunachal Pradesh is named "Land of Dawn-Lit Mountains," a state in
Northeast India from the erstwhile North-East Frontier Agency (NEFA)
region.
On February 20, 1987, it became a state and borders with states of Assam
and Nagaland to the south.
It's international borders with Bhutan, Myanmar, and China, and Itanagar is
the capital. It's the most important among the Seven Sister States of
Northeast India by area.
Mizoram
It is one of the seven sister states of north-eastern India. Aizawl is its seat of
state also as the capital city.
Name of this state springs from Mizo and Ram' which suggests land within
the Mizo language. Thus, Mizoram means "land of the Mizos."
It's the southernmost landlocked state among the northeast region of India.
The state shares borders with Tripura, Manipur, and Assam.
It also shares a 722-kilometer border with Bangladesh and Myanmar. It was
established on February 20, 1987.

Eat Right Campus By FSSAI
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) recently certified four police
stations of the latest Delhi district as 'Eat Right Campus.'
Highlights
Premises in Delhi are recognized as "Eat Right Campus" under the

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 21 - February 27, 2022)

"Sehatmand Delhi Program."
Sejarmand Delhi Program was launched as a neighborhood of "Eat Right
India," which may be a flagship mission of FSSAI,
Eat Right India initiative was launched to ensure that the citizens in India get
safe and nutritious food.
FSSAI launched the "Eat Right Campus Initiative" to promote safe, healthy,
and sustainable food in campuses like universities, schools, colleges,
hospitals, workplaces, tea estates, etc., across India.
Its objective is to enhance the health of individuals and the planet and
promote the country's social and economic development.
Initiatives Need
Today, working professionals and students spend most of their time at the
workplace or college campus in a fast-paced environment.
Long working hours, long client meetings, and classes, including short
deadlines, are increasing the time spent at these places.
Thus, they're left with little time to eat healthily or exercise. Most people
erode at least one meal in campus settings.
But, eating safe and healthy food is critical in the light of the accelerating
number of foods borne diseases, non-communicable diseases like diabetes,
hypertension, and heart-related diseases.
In India, 196 million people are undernourished. Furthermore, 135 million
are overweight or obese.
The number of foodborne illnesses also are increasing year by year. Thus,
this initiative may be a significant step to ensuring safe and nutritious food.
Eat Right India Initiative
The Eat Right India Initiative was launched by India's Food Safety and
Standards Authority (FSSAI).
This movement was launched to lower salt, sugar, and oil consumption by
30% over three years.
It also aims to enable and have interaction citizens in improving their health
and well-being by making the right food choices.
The "focus on preventive and promotive healthcare" was inspired by
National Health Policy 2017 and initiatives like POSHAN Abhiyaan,
Ayushman Bharat, and Swachh Bharat Mission.
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Themes
Eat Right India movement is predicated on three key themes:
Eat Safe
Eat Healthy, and
Eat Sustainable.

Supreme Court On Gender Cap In Orchestra
The Government of Maharashtra had placed a restriction limiting the amount of
female and male performers in orchestra bars to four each, but the Supreme Court
(SC) overturned it.
Highlights:
The SC said the limit of performers shouldn't exceed the amount of 8, but
there shouldn't be any restriction on gender composition.
The bench that passed the order consists of Justice S. Ravindra Bhat and
Justice K.M. Joseph.
The SC said that this gender cap breaks the performers' fundamental rights
also as those of the license owners under Article 19 (1) (g) and Article 15 (1)
of the Indian Constitution.
Orchestra performances are a standard feature that a license has to be
procured, namely the Premises and Performance licenses under the
Maharashtra Police Act, 1951's Licensing and Performance for Public
Amusement, including Melas Cabaret Performance, and Tamashas Rule,
1960.
Conditions Challenged
The Commissioner of Police, Brihan Mumbai, added several conditions to
the prevailing ones.
On the opposite hand, the appellant challenged two significant conditions
that contributed to the gender difference.
Only four female singers/artists and 4 male singers/artists are permitted to
stay on the permitted stage by the licensee.
Only eight musicians are allowed to stay on the stage at any given time (four
male and 4 women).
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The supreme court had dismissed the appeal to the Commissioner of Police's
conditions, ruling that the proper to impose them was obtained from the
Maharashtra Police Act, 1951, and therefore the rules framed thereunder.
Later, these conditions were overturned by the Supreme Court.

New Aerospace Components Repairing Tech
An Indian scientist recently developed an autonomous technology to repair
Aerospace components.
Highlights
The new technology will completely repair and restore high-value
components like turbine blades, molds, and other aerospace components
requiring minimal human intervention.
This technology will leap-frog the repair and restoration industry to a
subsequent level.
It will also help nucleate a cutting-edge laser manufacturing ecosystem for
Atmanirbhar Bharat.
It has been developed with support from the department of science &
technology-led "Advanced Manufacturing Technology Program."
It comprises a robotic restoration system that functions autonomously for all
critical activities like damage detection, scanning path planning, deposition,
finishing, and inspection.
Significance
Developing the latest technology is critical because existing repair
techniques in India like thermal spraying and welding are unplanned.
They do not provide accuracy and precision. These techniques are manual.
The standard of repair depends on the skill set of the person.
Development and Working
Professor Ramesh Kumar Singh has developed the new technology from the
engineering department of IIT Bombay.
The new technology uses a laser for excellent process control. It's
completely autonomous and has minimal to zero human intervention.
With the assistance of the latest technology, defective components will be
scanned autonomously for damage detection employing a laser scanner.
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Deposition paths are going to be determined on the idea of specific
algorithms.
Laser-directed energy deposition (LDED) techniques will be used for
depositing the fabric, followed by finishing and automatic inspection of the
restored product.
Process parameters will be obtained from physics-based models for inducing
favorable residual stress.
This makes way for the development of science-enabled technology'
solutions that aren't available to revive high-value components.

Presidential Fleet Review
On February 21, President Ram Nath Kovind conducted a Fleet Review of the
Indian Navy in Visakhapatnam.
Highlights
President Kovind is in Visakhapatnam for a three-day visit to Eastern Naval
Command. Visakhapatnam is hosting the Fleet Review for the second time.
First Fleet Review was hosted in 2006 by the then President of India, APJ
Abdul Kalam.
The Fleet Review is completed to assure the country of preparedness, high
morale, and discipline of the Indian Navy. This year marked the twelfth
Fleet Review.
It is being conducted on the 75th anniversary of India's Independence. Every
President of India reviews the Indian Naval Fleet once during their office
term because he's the Supreme Commander of Indian soldiers.
Presidential Fleet Review
Being the Supreme Commander of Indian soldiers, the President of India
takes stock of the capabilities of the Navy within the Fleet Review.
The President embarks on a Presidential Yacht yacht and reviews the Indian
Naval Fleet. In 2022, the yacht comprised quite 60 ships and submarines,
and 55 aircraft.
Ashoka Emblem will distinguish it on her side. It'll fly the President's
Standard on the Mast.
This year, ships from all naval commands and Andaman & Nicobar
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Command were docked among the naval ports for the Review in
Visakhapatnam.
As a part of this exercise, Presidential Yacht sailed past the columns of ships
anchored in lanes, and they were accorded the ceremonial salute. The
President was also given a 21-gun salute during the review.
So far, 11 Fleet Reviews are organized. The first fleet was conducted in
1953 under President Rajendra Prasad.
Of all, two reviews in 2001 and 2016 were international, during which
vessels from other countries also took part.
Naval vessels in review
As per Defence Ministry, the participating platforms in Fleet Review
included:
Newly inducted combat platforms,
Latest stealth destroyer INS Visakhapatnam and
INS Vela, a Kalvari class submarine commissioned into the Indian
Navy recently.
Three Shivalik class frigates
Three Kamorta class ASW Corvettes
Ships from the Coast Guard, Ministry of Earth Sciences, and
Shipping Corporation of India.

Vigyan Sarvatra Pujyate Program Inaugurated By President
On February 22, 2022, President Ram Nath Kovind will inaugurate the 'Vigyan
Sarvatra Pujyate programme' in virtual mode.
Highlights
Vigyan Sarvatra Pujyate is a week-long nationwide competition and lectures
for college students and collegians.
To organize this program, the Union Ministry of Science and Technology
has selected three institutions in Madhya Pradesh.
MP Council of Science and Technology (MPCST) will hold the event in
Bhopal, SGSITS College in Indore, and Rani Durgavati University in
Jabalpur.
In the event, Students from government and private institutions can

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 21 - February 27, 2022)

participate. To participate in the event, students are required to register on
the govt website.
Aim
The Vigyan Sarvatra Pujyate program was launched to attract students to the
knowledge domain of articles of daily use. The program also aims to
propagate scientific theories.
The Vigyan Sarvatra Pujyate program will be organized with different
themes every day. The themes are listed below:
On February 23, the theme is "annals of the history of Indian
science."
On February 24- "milestones of recent Indian science and
technology."
On February 25- "swadeshi paramparik inventions and innovations."
On February 26- "science literature festival."
On February 27- "science and technology for next 25 years."
On February 28, valedictory functions are going to be held.
Vigyan Sarvatra Pujyate' Week
The University Grant Commission has asked colleges to celebrate "Vigyan
Sarvatra Pujyate Week" or "Science Week" 2022.
As a part of one, a mega book fair will be held at Nehru Stadium in Delhi.
Book fairs will be held under the Ministry of Culture and Office of the PSA
from February 22 to February 28, 2022.
The Science Week celebration will culminate on February 28, on National
Science Day.
National Science Day 2022
National Science Day is observed in India on February 28 each year. The
day marks the invention of the Raman effect by Indian physicist Sir C. V.
Raman.
On February 28, 1928, the Raman effect was discovered, for which Sir C.V.
Raman had received a Nobel prize in Physics in 1930.

National Digital University To Be Established
National Digital University was announced, which will look to unravel India's seat
scarcity problem in educational institutions.
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Highlights
The Union allows 2022-23 to implement the National Education Policy
(NEP).
The digital university will provide high-quality education in several
languages while also complying with the National Education Policy 2020.
The government must help in bringing down the digital divide of the state.
The more prominent educational institutions should also form such a
versatile and affordable educational system.
SWAYAM, ePG-Pathshala, SWAYAM-Prabha, National Digital Library,
eGyanKosh, and Virtual Labs are samples of the prevailing resources
integrated into the digital university.
Prospects
The Indian government plans to determine a digital university to supply
world-class education and promote online learning in several Indian
languages.
The government will also expand the 'One Class One TV Channel' program
under the PM e-Vidya scheme to deal with the training loss caused thanks to
the closure of faculties due to the pandemic.
The digital university, which has been proposed alongside the increased
education through television programs, will help in guiding the state through
a pioneering, modern, and practical blueprint.
There is a growing awareness that this university model education system is
restrictive and does not meet the wants of the student's financial conditions,
interests, and cognitive skills.
Hence, there's a requirement to develop a flexible education system that may
impart quality education anytime and anywhere.
Disadvantages
The main disadvantage of such a system is that many won't have the
specified capital or technologies to avail of this type of education.
The digital divide still prevalent within the nation will cause a hindrance to
the present quiet educational system.

Manipur Flag-hoisting Tradition On 27 February
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With elections in Manipur being scheduled from 27 February to 3 March, the
candidates are holding a special flag hoisting ceremony in their constituencies
before campaigning to the state's people.
Highlights
This ritual, exclusive to Manipur, is practiced by people of all races, political
parties, religions, and communities.
Generally, this ceremony is held within the courtyard of the respective
candidate's home on an auspicious date.
The event consists of a priest's prayers, hoisting the party flag by the
candidate, and blessings from the community's elders.
The scale of the ceremony varies from one candidate to the opposite. The
Athenpot Thinba is a crucial aspect of the flag-hoisting ceremony.
Celebration
The women carry various vegetables and fruits, traditional snacks, rice, and
flowers and place them at the bottom of the flagpole of the party.
Other gifts also are presented to the candidate to wish them good luck within
the polls.
Thinba means to present or drop things, and Athenpot means an offering that
contains a spread of objects like flowers and food.
In religious practice, Athenpot is given to gods to appease them, while in
elections, it's presented to the candidates to point out support.
The candidate can then converse with the audience or provide a speech. The
date of this ceremony is chosen supported astrological predictions.
Through this ceremony, a candidate declares the constituency they're
representing and showcases the recognition.
Variations
While all share this ceremony, there are variations on how it's performed.
The Meiteis may include a puja in their ritual while the event is presided
over by a pastor, followed by blessings from elders and singing of hymns
within the Christian districts of Capitol Hill.

Indian Crafts Fair By ICCR
The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) is organizing a crafts exhibition-
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cum-fair in Delhi to popularise traditional Indian crafts among the diplomatic
community.
Highlights
This crafts fair is held as a neighborhood of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
(AKAM) celebrations.
At Bikaner House, this fair will be held, and it's been named 'Coalescence:
Craft-Culture-Community-Climate.'
On 23 February, this fair will be inaugurated by Meenakshi Lekhi, MOS for
Culture and External Affairs, within the presence of ICCR president Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe.
This three-day fair will provide an experience of India's cultural history and
craft techniques that contribute to the planet's ecological balance. Dastkari
Haat Samiti's Jaya Jaitly curated this event.
Textiles, crafts, beauty aromatics, traditional and genre, and recycled
products will be presented by 22 craftspeople from 11 states.
This fair is being organized so that India's dance and music be showcased as
a part of the country's culture. Still, other traditions like crafts, cuisine, and
literature should be highlighted.
Products In Exhibition
All the exhibited products are made with organic and natural materials and
produced utilizing non-polluting methods.
Due to this, the worldwide community will be ready to witness how the
country's traditional culture can face the difficulties that arise thanks to
global climate change.
Events Of ICCR
ICCR features a plethora of upcoming events planned for the remainder of
the year in its bag associated with movies, language, and academic-related
programs.
In association with FTII-Pune, a workshop on "Indian Cinema and Soft
Power" will be organized.
ICCR also has plans to a traffic jam with the Hyderabad-based Foreign
Language Institute and style courses to show languages from nations like
Kazakhstan and Indonesia in India.
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ICCR
Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) was founded on 9 April 1950
to promote the state's culture globally and involved cultural exchanges with
other nations and their people.
ICCR is headquartered in New Delhi, and Vinay Sahasrabuddhe is the
current President. Dinesh K. Patnaik is the director-general of the
organization.

India's First Cable-Stayed Rail Bridge In J&K
The Indian Railways has shared new images of the country's first cable-stayed
bridge on the Anji river in Jammu and Kashmir's Reasi district.
Highlights
The Indian Railways has shared new images of the country's first cablestayed bridge on the Anji river in Jammu and Kashmir's Reasi district.
The under-construction Anji Khad bridge, a part of the Udhampur-SrinagarBaramulla Rail Link (USBRL) project, will connect Katra and Reasi areas
through rail links.
The bridge will stand at 331 meters above the river bed above the Eiffel
Tower in Paris.
The bridge's total length is 473.25 meters, and 96 cables support it.
The Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla rail link is one of the foremost
challenging projects undertaken within the Indian subcontinent.
The bridge has been designed to face up to storms and powerful winds.
Given the complex geology of the high-altitude region, constructing the
bridge is highly challenging. The Railways has divided the 272-km rail link
into three subsections.

Airtel Joins SEA-ME-WE-6 Undersea Cable Consortium
Bharti Airtel Ltd has joined the "SEA-ME-WE-6 undersea cable consortium" to
scale up its high-speed global network capacity and serve India's fast-growing
digital economy.
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Highlights
Airtel is participating as a severe investor of SEA-ME-WE-6. It's anchoring
20% of the general investment in the cable.
It will add a significant amount of 100 TBps capacity, through the
consortium, to its global network.
Airtel has acquired one Fibre Pair on the central SEA-ME-WE-6 system. It'll
co-build four Fibre Pairs between Singapore Chennai Mumbai as a part of
this project.
It will land SEA-ME-WE-6 cable at new landing stations in Mumbai and
Chennai.
SEA-ME-WE-6 is a proposed optical fiber submarine communications cable
that will carry telecommunications between Southeast Asia, the Middle East,
and Western Europe.
It is a 19,200 km network proposed to attach Singapore and France. It's a
bandwidth of 120 Tbps.
It will start operating in 2025. it'll be amongst the most critical undersea
cable systems worldwide.
Members
Bangladesh Submarine Cable Company
Dhiraagu (Maldives),
Djibouti Telecom
Mobily (Saudi Arabia)
Orange (France)
Singtel (Singapore)
Sri Lanka Telecom
Telecom Egypt
Telekom Malaysia
Telin (Indonesia).
Nxtra
SEA-ME-WE-6 will completely be integrated with Nxtra through large Data
Centers of Airtel in Mumbai and Chennai.Nxtra is the data center unit of
Airtel.
This move will help global hyper scalers and businesses access seamlessly
integrated solutions.It'll also strengthen India's position as an emerging data
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center hub during this region.
Airtel's Undersea Cable Systems
Undersea cable systems with data centers are significant infrastructure to
support 5G and the digital economy.
Airtel already operates the most important undersea cable network out of
India besides the most extensive network of knowledge centers.
Nxtra operates the most important network of knowledge centers, including
11 large and 120 edge data centers, in India.

National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship Continued
The continuation of the National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship Scheme (NMMSS)
has been approved by the Ministry of Education (MoE) till 2025-26
Highlights
This is done with minimum changes within the eligibility criteria, like
increasing the income ceiling from this Rs 1.5 lakh to Rs 3.5 lakh once a
year.
The scheme's objective is to supply scholarships to the meritorious students
from the economically weaker sections so they do not drop out at class 8 and
encourage them to continue their education.
Under this scheme, 1,00,000 scholarships of Rs 12,000 once a year per
student are awarded to all or any selected students of class 9 each year.
The renewal and continuation of the monetary scholarship also are wiped out
classes 10 to 12 so that the scholars can pursue their education in
government-aided, government, and native body schools.
In the year 2008-09, the govt launched this scheme.
Since its launch, a total of 22.06 lakh scholarships worth Rs 1,783.03 crore
have been awarded under this scheme. Rs 1827 crore has been approved for
this scheme to reach 14.76 lakh students.
The scholarship receiving students are chosen through an exam conducted
by the governments of various states and Union Territories.
This scholarship scheme has been registered on the National Scholarship
Portal (NSP).
The scholarship amount is directly deposited within the student's bank
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accounts via electronic transfer using the general public Financial
Management System (PFMS) in Direct Bank Transfer (DBT) mode.
The central government provides one hundred pc of the funds under this
scheme.

Green Financing By NITI Aayog
According to NITI Aayog, there's a necessity for more financial instruments to
boost clean mobility in India, mainly shared mobility, while concentrating on
finance methods that are widely acceptable, applicable, and sustainable.
Highlights
NITI Aayog has insisted on taking a sustainable and climate-centric
approach both from an environmental and financial standpoint.
To spice up financing within the sector of clean mobility, international and
domestic financial institutions, states, operators, and makers should be
brought on a similar page.
The aim should be to balance the wants of the citizens of India to improve
productivity and liveability.
This can be done by bringing down logistics costs and accelerating clean
mobility through a sustainable and climate-centric approach.
A 'Financing for Decarbonization of Transport' workshop under the NDCTransport Initiative for Asia (NDC-TIA) project was organized.
NITI Aayog organized this workshop in association with the World
Resources Institute (WRI), India, and GIZ India.
NITI Aayog stated that green financing would enable low-interest financing
of electric vehicles. Also, India requires a correct plan for electrification of
transport, and finance will play a crucial role.
Green Financing
When there's an increase in the flow of finance from private, public, and not
from profit sectors like micro-finance, bank, and other financial sectors
towards sustainable development, it's called green financing.
Any financial activity created to ensure better environmental outcomes than
its green financing.
Concerns
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One of the foremost significant hurdles to the decarbonization of the
transportation sector may be a lack of financing.
Strategic investments and new financing solutions are required to jumpstart
this sector so that India can do the COP 26 targets.

Rural Connectivity GIS Data Launched
On February 22, 2022, the Ministry of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj
launched rural connectivity GIS data publicly domain.
Highlights
The GIS data publicly domain will facilitate broader use by start-ups,
governments, academia, and civil society to enhance lives across rural India.
These data relate to rural roads, social infrastructure, and habitations.
To publicly release the agricultural Connectivity GIS Data, National Rural
Infrastructure Development Agency (NRIDA) signed 3 renowned GIS firms
and is collaborating with Gati Shakti.
NRIDA is the nodal implementation agency of the PMGSY scheme.
Collaboration with Gati Shakti will facilitate data exchange for better
planning and implementation of both schemes.
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana was launched within the year 2000.
The scheme was launched to produce all-weather road connectivity to
eligible unconnected habitations across India as a part of a poverty reduction
strategy.
This scheme was later upgraded and consolidated to offer a fillip to the rural
economy. The Core network of the scheme comprises 'Through Routes' and
'Link Routes.'
Routes
Through Routes collect traffic from various link roads or an extended chain
of three habitations, resulting in marketing centers either directly or through
higher category roads, namely District Roads or State or National Highways.
Link Routes are the roads connecting single habitation or group of
habitations to Through Routes or district roads that result in market centers.
Under the PMGSY, 7.83 lakh Km roads have been sanctioned since their
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launch. 6.90 lakh Km are constructed by spending Rs. 2.69 lakh crores.
GIS connection
As part of PMGSY, GIS data for around 800,000 rural facilities as points,
2500000 km of rural roads, and 1 million-plus habitation are collected and
digitized using the GIS platform developed for the scheme.
These collected rural connectivity GIS data will now be available public
domain.

PMAYG Dashboard Launched
On February 22, 2022, Union Minister for Rural Development and Panchayati Raj
Shri Giriraj Singh launched the Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin Dashboard.
Highlights
This Dashboard will help in stringent monitoring of the scheme.
Stakeholders of PMAYG'll employ it to watch and manage the scheme.
However, the minister has asked the officials to form the portal public to
form it" Aam Janta Ka Portal."
The Dashboard will provide complete transparency in the implementation of
the scheme.
The dashboard link will be reached from Sarpanchs of villages to Members
of Parliament of constituencies for monitoring the scheme.
Features
The Dashboard will provide End-to-End insights, catering to analytical and
strategic business intelligence needs and physical & financial progress of the
PMAY-G scheme.
It also provides actionable insights, including single-screen visualization of
accurate financial and physical progress and state-level reports up to block
level.
It also analyses the gap or delays in the release of installments, categorywise data analysis to seek out anomalies, speed of house construction,
discrepancies, etc.
It further illustrates the analysis for sanction and completion progress
utilizing dynamic and customizable data visualization with the assistance of
business users.
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Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G)
Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) was unrolled in April
2016, with the target of providing "Housing to All" by 2024.
The scheme seeks to finish 2.95 crore PMAY-G houses with all basic
amenities.
A complete of 1.73 crores PMAY-G houses are completed out of an
allocated cumulative target of two .62 crore houses.
Aim
The PMAY-G scheme aims to:
Improving the speed and quality of homes construction
Ensuring the timely release of funds to beneficiaries
The direct transfer of funds to beneficiaries' accounts
Technical assistance to beneficiaries
Stringent monitoring through MIS-AwaasSoft and AwaasApp.

KISAN Mobile App
The Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee (IIT Roorkee) has launched a' KISAN'
mobile App for the farmers. Through this App, agro-meteorological advisory
services will be provided to the farmers.
Highlights:
IIT Roorkee organized a farmer's awareness program under the Gramin
Krishi Mausam Sewa (GKMS) project. Farmers from Dehradun, Haridwar,
and Pauri Garhwal districts participated in this program.
The participating farmers were taught about the Agromet Advisory Services,
jointly provided by the India Meteorological Department (IMD) and AMFU
Roorkee.
Agromet Advisory Services are already being provided twice every week to
the farmers of six blocks of Haridwar.
Through this KISAN app, the bulletins are often accessed via mobile.
One unique feature of this App is that advisory bulletin and weather
forecasts will be displayed just for that specific block that the farmers have
selected.
The farmers can share feedback regarding the bulletins they're receiving,
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which can help provide better services.
Under the supervision of Dr. C S Jha, at Regional Remote Sensing Centre
(RRSC), National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC), ISRO, Hyderabad, Dr.
Khushboo Mirza, Senior Scientist, RRSC, NRSC, ISRO developed the
'KISAN' App.
As per the wants of the farmers, this App will be updated. As of now, the
App provides information to the farmers of Haridwar, and shortly within the
upcoming months, it'll cover the farmers of the districts of Pauri Garhwal
and Dehradun. Soon the App will start covering the entire of Uttarakhand.
Gramin Krishi Mausam Sewa
The Ministry of Earth Sciences launched Gramin Krishi Mausam Sewa to
supply farmers with crop-specific information twice every week via print,
visual, radio and IT-like SMS.
Indian Meteorological Department has implemented GKMS in association
with different state agriculture universities and, therefore, the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research.

RBI Warning Against Carpooling App sRide
On February 23, 2022, the reserve bank of India (RBI) cautioned the public against
carpooling app sRide.
Highlights
RBI caution against sRide App, stating that this firm was operating a semiclosed pre-paid instrument, without receiving authorization from the
financial institution, under the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007.
sRide Tech Private Limited may be a registered company with a registered
office in Gurgaon, Haryana.
This company is working on a semi-closed (non-closed) pre-paid instrument
(wallet) through its 'sRide' carpooling App.
Thus, RBI cautioned that persons handling the App would be doing it at
their own risk.
sRide App
sRide App may be a carpooling mobile application that connects people
within the community to share rides.
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The app help users in sharing the value of travel, increasing mobility,
reducing period, and building communities.
The App also helps use existing infrastructure, reducing parking needs,
traffic, and emissions for cities and organizations.
Payment And Settlement Systems In India
In India, payment and settlement systems are used for financial transactions.
They are covered under the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007
(PSS Act), Federal Reserve Bank of India, and Board for Regulation &
Supervision of Payment & Settlement Systems regulate it.
India has multiple payments and settlement systems, including gross and net
settlement systems.

FSSAI Health Star Rating Part Of Packaged Food
Consumers will soon be ready to tell whether their food packaging is harmful or
healthy and nutritious.
Highlights
According to the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI),
packaged food goods will soon display a 'health star' part of the new system.
This system will be almost like the one that's getting used by the Bureau of
Energy Efficiency to assess the energy efficiency in electrical devices.
The packaged foods will have several stars displayed on them to indicate
whether the item is healthy or unhealthy.
The number of fats, sugar and salt within the food item determines the
rating.
IIM Ahmedabad, regarding the methodology, conducted a study to display
the health ratings of the food items.
The display of star ratings was recommended during this study because it
would be easier for the customer to know.
It has been decided that the ratings will be placed ahead of the packets as
studies show that this method is far more straightforward towards affecting
the buyer's selection.
The study showed that energy-dense foods are readily available within the
country, resulting in non-communicable diseases and obesity in India, which
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is why the FSSAI began trying to find ways to teach consumers about the
food's nutrition profile they're consuming.

Nikarshan Sadan Dredging Museum In Visakhapatnam
On February 23, 2022, the union minister for Ports, Shipping & Waterways, and
AYUSH, Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurated Nikarshan Sadan Dredging Museum.
Highlights
The Nikarshan Sadan Museum is made by Dredging Corporation of India, at
the DCI campus in Visakhapatnam.
The museum displayed models of various sorts of dredgers, historical
milestones, and vintage photos of this dredging behemoth from the Eastern
Port of Vizag City.
Significance Of DCI In Maritime Sector
While addressing the DCI employees, the minister noted that the Dredging
Corporation of India may be a vital organization in Maritime Sector.
He noted that each one of the workers will need to work together as a team
because the expectation is high.
Dredging is extremely significant for the existence of the port and
strengthening India's economy.
Dredging Corporation of India Limited (DCI)
DCI is a unit engaged in the business of dredging. It does dredge for Indian
seaports exclusively. It occasionally dredges at foreign seaports in countries
like Dubai, Sri Lanka, and Taiwan.
It is primarily involved in maintenance dredging. Thanks to government
regulations, DCI carries most of the upkeep dredging in Indian seaports.
It is also involved in capital dredging, land reclamation, and beach
nourishment. Main seaports during which DCI conducts its business include
Haldia, Kandla, Visakhapatnam Port, Ennore Port, and Cochin Port.
This year, DCI is celebrating 45 years of rendering dedicated dredging
services to India's ports coinciding with Azaadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.

River Clean-up Project In Pune
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The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) has given a green signal for
tendering a Rs 1000 crore project to wash up Pune's rivers, Mula, Mutha, and MulaMutha.
Highlights:
The sewage of the town is thrown into the Mula and Mutha rivers, thus
making them extremely polluted.
This project aims to enhance the water quality within the Pune Municipal
Corporation (PMC) area by increasing sewage treatment facilities and
sewage collection infrastructure.
The Rs 1000-crore assistance which will tend by JICA are going to be wont
to reduce pollution within the Mutha, Mula, and Mula-Mutha rivers, also on
improving living conditions and sanitation within the downstream area and
therefore the city.
The money is going to be wont to build pumping stations, sewer lines, and
treatment plants for sewage treatment before it's discharged into the Mula,
Mutha, and Mula-Mutha rivers.
Under this project, 55 km of trunk lines and 11 new sewage treatment units
(STP) are going to be installed. The combined capacity of those 11 newly
installed STPs would be 396 million liters per day (MLD).
Aside from the 11 STPs, JICA will help found out a 113-kilometer sewer
network, 24 community toilets, and 4 sewage pumping stations.
The expanded network will cater to the city's sewage generation up to the
year 2027.
JICA
Japan International Cooperation Agency is an agency of Japan.
This organization helps in social and economic processes in developing
countries and also looks to market international cooperation.
Professor Shinichi Kitaoka is the president of JICA and its headquarters is in
Tokyo.

Baba Saheb Musical Show In Delhi
On February 25, 2022, Babasaheb: The Grand Musical', the play is ready to be
screened in Delhi. it's a play on the lifetime of the father of the Indian Constitution,
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BR Ambedkar.
Highlights
At the Nehru Stadium, the Mega show will run till March 12, 2022. It will
have two shows each day.
The first show will start at 4 PM while the second show at 7 PM a day. Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal had decided to arrange the show on
Mahaparinirvan Divas.
it had been earlier scheduled to start out on January 5. However, it got
postponed amid the third wave of Covid-19.
The great and inspirational lifetime of Babasaheb Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar is
going to be depicted by means of a grand musical play. it'll be a treat to the
audience.
For this purpose, a 100-foot stage, a 40-foot revolving platform, and dozens
of LED screens and digital props are set.
More than 160 dancers, performers, and Delhi-based artists will perform
within the event.
The play on Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar is directed by theatre artist Mahua
Chauhan.
Renowned artist Rohit Roy is going to be playing the role of Bhimrao
Ambedkar. The Indian Ocean has contributed to the music for the play.
The grand musical show is going to be absolutely free for the general public.
However, people can book tickets for the mega show beforehand.
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar was an Indian jurist, economist, and leader of the
untouchables.
He was head of the committee that drafted the Indian Constitution from the
consensus achieved in debates of the Constituent Assembly.
He also served as Minister of Law & Justice in the first cabinet of Nehru
between 1947 to 1951. He later renounced Hinduism and inspired the Dalit
Buddhist movement.

Cybersecurity Hub In Bengaluru By IBM
International Business Machines Corp. (IBM) has launched a cybersecurity hub in
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Bengaluru to deal with the concerns of its clients across the Asia Pacific (APAC)
region.
Highlights
International Business Machines Corp. (IBM) has launched a cybersecurity
hub in Bengaluru to deal with the concerns of its clients across the Asia
Pacific (APAC) region.
The multi-million dollar IBM Security Command Center will be located at
the IBM office in Bengaluru in Karnataka. It's the primary of its kind facility
within the region.
The IBM global analysis report for 2022 states that Asia emerged because
the top-most targeted region for cyberattacks, representing 26% of attacks
analyzed in 2021.
The Cybersecurity Hub:
This cybersecurity hub will deliver training in cybersecurity response
techniques, to organizations of all kinds, through highly realistic, simulated
cyberattacks to organize everyone, from C-Suite to technical staff.
The new cyber security hub is among IBM's sole two such centers globally.
The opposite one is found within the US.

SPMCIL Declared Prohibited Place
Home Ministry has declared Delhi headquarters of Security Printing and Minting
Corporation of India Ltd.
Highlights
SPMCIL as a 'prohibited place' under Section 2 of the Official Secrets Act,
1923.
Home Ministry has declared Delhi headquarters of Security Printing and
Minting Corporation of India Ltd.
SPMCIL as a 'prohibited place' under Section 2 of the Official Secrets Act,
1923. This prevents the entry of unauthorized persons into it.
It is India's sole currency and banknotes manufacturer that printed new series
of notes of denomination Rs 2,000 and Rs 500 in 2016.
The nine production units of SPMCIL, where banknotes and other
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government papers are manufactured, are already prohibited places.
The Delhi headquarters, where crucial decisions are taken and generated
files, aren't under the purview.
The recent order has declared the Delhi office a prohibited place. The nine
production units are four Indian Government Mints two Currency Note
Presses.

Vande Bharatam Tune Released By Minister Of State For Culture
Minister of State for Culture & External Affairs Meenakashi Lekhi has released a
theme song for 'Vande Bharatam.'
Highlights
Minister of State for Culture & External Affairs, Meenakashi Lekhi, has
released a signature for 'Vande Bharatam.'
The tune consists of Grammy Award winner Ricky Kej and Oscar contender
Bickram Ghosh.
It was produced for Vande Bharatam, Nritya Utsav of Ministry of Culture
presented at Rajpath, New Delhi for Republic Day event 2022.
It was followed by the fascinating live performance by composers of Vande
Bharatam's song Ricky Kej and Bikram Ghosh.
The two musicians, Ricky kej and Bickram Ghosh, shared that it's an honor
for them to possess, given the score for Vande Bharatam, which may be a
vibrant piece of music and is predicated on Indian traditions but also has
modern features and fusion.
The Ministry of Defence handed over the special trophy to the Ministry of
Culture to recognize its exemplary efforts during the Republic day Event
2022.

Chamba district of Himachal Pradesh: 100th 'Har Ghar Jal' District
Jal Jeevan Mission has achieved numerous milestones of providing water to each
home of 100 districts across the country.
Highlights
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Jal Jeevan Mission has achieved many milestones in providing water to each
home of 100 districts across the country.
Chamba, in Himachal Pradesh, has become the 100th 'Har Ghar Jal' district,
the fifth aspirational district to be covered under the initiative.
The other four Har Ghar Jal Aspirational districts are Bhadradri Kothgudem,
Jayashankar Bhupalpalli, Komram Bheem Asifabad (all in Telangana), and
Mewat in Haryana.
To translate Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi's vision of providing clean
water to each range in the country by 2024, during a short span of two and
half years and despite COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown disruptions, Jal
Jeevan Mission, has provided water supply to quite 5.78 Crore rural
households. As a result, today, 100 districts enjoy unpolluted water supply
advantages.
Jal Jeevan Mission is on target to fulfill the Government's resolve to supply
water to each rural household by 2024.

First IIT In UAE Set Up By India
The Indian Institute of Technology will establish its first branch outside India
within the United Arab Emirates (UAE) as a part of the India-UAE trade deal
signed.
Highlights
The Indian Institute of Technology will establish its first branch outside
India within the United Arab Emirates (UAE) as a part of the India-UAE
trade deal signed.
The Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) signed
between the UAE and India will inaugurate a replacement phase of joint
strategic cooperation altogether sectors.
The two nations will also find an India-UAE cultural council to facilitate and
promote cultural projects, cross-cultural exchanges, and exhibitions.
The two countries, and realizing the necessity to determine world-class
institutions that encourage and support innovation and technological
progress, the leaders agreed to determine an Indian Institute of Technology
within the United Arab Emirates.
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Agreement:
The agreement was signed after a virtual summit held with a plan to spice up
trade and investments between both countries and inaugurate a replacement
era of economic progress.
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy
Supreme Commander of the UAE soldiers, and Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi have participated in the summit.

Janbhagidari Empowerment Portal Launched In J&K
The Central Government launched the "Janbhagidari Empowerment" portal within
the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.
Highlights
The Central Government launched the "Janbhagidari Empowerment" portal
within the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, in line with the
Government's digital mission.
The portal was hosted on a particular server with higher bandwidth to supply
straightforward and prepared accessibility to the general public.
This intervention comes amid concerns associated with the slow speed or
bandwidth issues associated with the portal.
This has led to disenchantment among users despite its great value as an
information platform.
After the movement of this portal on a particular server, it's beginning to
open quickly enough, and thus the entire experience of visiting the portal has
improved.
About 70 thousand people have accessed the portal so far. With the rise in
bandwidth, the portal will probably receive more hits shortly.
Importance:
It is a one-stop interactive and user-friendly digital platform.
It also provides detailed insights to people into nature status because of the
number of developmental works being executed in their areas.
Works might be searched concerning their location in each block or
municipality, village, and district.
The portal has also been linked with schemes like MGNREGA, Swachh
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Bharat Mission (Rural), Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban), PM Awas Yojana,
and PM Gram Sadak Yojana, under execution in Government.
Users will need to click on these links to realize instant access to works that
are being administered under these schemes.

Chamba district of Himachal Pradesh: 100th 'Har Ghar Jal' District
Jal Jeevan Mission has achieved numerous milestones of providing water to each
home of 100 districts across the country.
Highlights
Jal Jeevan Mission has achieved many milestones in providing water to each
home of 100 districts across the country.
Chamba, in Himachal Pradesh, has become the 100th 'Har Ghar Jal' district,
the fifth aspirational district to be covered under the initiative.
The other four Har Ghar Jal Aspirational districts are Bhadradri Kothgudem,
Jayashankar Bhupalpalli, Komram Bheem Asifabad (all in Telangana), and
Mewat in Haryana.
To translate Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi's vision of providing clean
water to each range in the country by 2024, during a short span of two and
half years and despite COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown disruptions, Jal
Jeevan Mission, has provided water supply to quite 5.78 Crore rural
households.
As a result, today, 100 districts enjoy unpolluted water supply advantages.
Jal Jeevan Mission is on target to fulfill the Government's resolve to supply
water to each rural household by 2024.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Data Security Guideline By I&B Ministry
In its new guidelines on data security, Information and Broadcasting (I&B)
Ministry has prohibited sharing secret or top-secret documents by its officials over
the Internet.
Highlights
They have also been asked not to use digital assistant devices like Amazon's
Echo, Google range in office, Apple's HomePod, and switch off digital
assistants, including Siri and Alexa, in their smartphones or watches.
Officials have also been mandated to deposit their smartphones outside the
meeting room during discussions on classified issues.
Government-issued new guidelines after they found that many state officials
use private messaging platforms like Telegram and WhatsApp to
communicate classified information.
As per the ministry, such a practice also violated the National Information
Security Policy Guidelines as Departmental Security instructions.
National Information Security Policy Guidelines (NISPG)
NISPG has been prepared by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) on the
idea of the experience of existing security standards & frameworks as global
best practices & experience of implementation within the backdrop of
expanding information security threat scenarios.
These guidelines aim to improve organizations' information security posture,
like classified information, of organizations owning any information.
It doesn't stop organizations from adopting additional stringent practices
above these guidelines.
It also highlights relevant security & best practices and elaborates baseline
information security policy, which government departments, ministries, and
organizations must implement to guard their information.

Kisan Drones
On February 18, 2022, Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagged 100 Kisan drones in
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several cities and towns of India to assist farmers in spraying pesticides in their
farms.
Highlights
This is a replacement chapter in the direction of recent agricultural facilities
of the 21st century. This move will be a milestone in the development of the
drone sector and can also open the sky to unlimited possibilities.
Union minister of finance Nirmala Sitharaman announced central stimulus
for farming and agriculture sector in Budget 2022-23.
The center will promote Kisan Drones, public-private partnerships to deliver
digital & high-tech services, and chemical-free natural farming to farmers
across India during 2022-23.
She announced while emphasizing the usage of technology that Kisan
drones will be promoted to digitize land records, crop assessment, and spray
nutrients and insecticides.
Drone Shakti Scheme
This scheme was announced in Union Budget 2022. The budget pushed for
promoting drones using start-ups and skilling at Industrial Training Institutes
(ITIs).
Under the scheme, start-ups will be promoted during a bid to facilitate
'Drone Shakti' for Drone-As-A-Service (DrAAS).
Under it, skilling courses will also be started in some selected ITIs across the
States. Sectors where drones are often employed, are agriculture,
photography, telecom, mining, insurance, oil & gas, transport, construction,
disaster management, defense & enforcement, geo-spatial mapping, forest,
wildlife, etc.

Fast Radio Bursts
Fast Radio Bursts (FRB) are bright bursts of radio waves that celestial objects will
create with everchanging magnetic fields with millisecond durations.
Highlights
This makes them difficult to spot and pinpoint their exact location within the
sky. FRB was detected for the primary time in 2007.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 21 - February 27, 2022)

The bursts create a spectrum of radio waves, which open up or disperse
because the waves travel through matter, with bursts at higher radio
frequencies arriving at telescopes before those at lower frequencies.
Signal degradation can occur thanks to dispersion, especially over long
distances.
Researchers can understand two crucial things from this dispersion: they will
use it to seek out more about the materials that radio blasts undergo on their
thanks to Earth. They will also find out how far apart things are.
Origins
FRBs are discovered in some far regions of the universe, including our
galaxy. Their origins are unknown.
The number of fast radio bursts detected thus far has doubled thanks to the
CHIME research. Astronomers hope to get the origins of the FRBs soon
with more observations.
CHIME Research
It's a radio reflector with no moving parts. This telescope was designed to
scan the universe's most abundant element, hydrogen, over an outsized area
of the universe that will be observed. It's a quick scanning speed.
This telescope is found in the National Research Council of Canada's
Dominion Radio Astrophysical Observatory in British Columbia, Canada.
Significance
Researchers hope that the distinct properties of the FRBs alongside their host
galaxies combined with technical breakthroughs will help address longstanding questions regarding the universe.
FRBs also can be utilized to urge knowledge about the first period of the
universe's expansion and evolution and to know the threedimensional
structure of matter within the universe.
Using the enormous Metrewave radio reflector, a gaggle of astronomers
from Pune has found the first-ever evidence of a galaxy merger that hosted a
quick Radio Burst.

Alcyoneus Galaxy Discovered
Located around 3 billion light-years away within the Lynx constellation, a remote
galaxy is named as Alcyoneus Galaxy.
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Highlights:
This galaxy was discovered using the Wide-field Infrared Survey Explorer
(WISE) telescope and therefore the Low-Frequency Array (LOFAR)
network, and it's the most essential discovered galaxy within the universe,
Currently, it's an essential galaxy discovered, with a width of around 5
million parsecs (16.3 million light-years).
A supermassive Black Hole weighing 400200 million solar masses has also
been found within the host galaxy, SDSS J081421.68+522410.
Apart from the dimensions, this galaxy is ordinary, and the closest cluster is
11 million light-years away; therefore, it appears to be a stand-alone galaxy.
It was named Alcyoneus, one among Heracles' opponents consistent with
Greek mythology.
The Black Hole present in the center of this galaxy is around 400 million
times the sun's mass.
LOFAR
LOFAR or the Low-Frequency Array may be an extensive radio reflector
network found within the Netherlands mainly.
It was completed in 2012 by ASTRON, Netherlands Institute for astronomy,
alongside international partners.
The radio observatory of ASTRON operates LOFAR.
Wide-field Infrared Survey Explorer (WISE)
It is a NASA Explorer program's infrared satellite telescope.
WISE was launched in 2009 and put into hibernation mode in 2011, before
being reactivated in 2013 and renamed the Near-Earth Object Wide-field
Infrared Survey Explorer (NEOWISE).
WISE identified thousands of minor planets and several other star clusters.

Hydrogen Train In Japan
Japan has launched its first hydrogen-powered train. This unveiling is seen as a step
towards the country's objective of becoming carbon neutral by 2050. The hydrogenfuelled train was tested within the country in March.
Highlights
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"Hybari," the two-car train costs over USD 35 million or 4 billion yen and
might go up to 140 kilometers or 87 miles at a top speed of 100 kilometers
per hour on a single hydrogen refueling.
The train was developed by East Japan Railway associated with Hitachi and
Toyota Motor Corporation.
The nation has plans to interchange its diesel fleet with this hydrogen variant
of trains and can also look to export them.
In 2030, commercial services are expected to start. To attain net-zero
energy, Japan has made hydrogen a significant clean-energy source.
Toyota is looking to increase the assembly of its second-generation
hydrogen-fuelled Mirai cars by ten times with more commercial vehicles
and fuel-cell buses plying on the road.
The government of Japan has plans to extend hydrogen usage to twenty
million tonnes by 2050.
Energy industries like Kawasaki and Iwatani Heavy Industries are trying to
develop hydrogen supply chains to lower the fuel value.
First Hydrogen Train
In hydrogen-fuelled trains, Europe has been a pioneer. Germany launched
the world's first train in 2018, built by Alstom SA.
Deutsche Bahn AG and Siemens AG are developing unique fuelling stations
and new regional trains, and they are going to be tested in 2024.

New COVID Vaccine In Development By India- Panacea Biotec
The government of India will partner with Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness
Innovations (CEPI) and pharma company Panacea Biotec for developing a brand
new Covid Vaccine.
Highlights
They will develop vaccine candidates to produce broad protection against
SARS-COV-2 variants also as other beta coronaviruses.
CEPI is partnering with a consortium comprising of Translational Health
Science and Technology Institute (THSTI), an autonomous institute of the
Department of Biotechnology under the Ministry of Science and Technology
and Panacea Biotec.
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CEPI will provide funding of up to USD 12 million for supporting the
development of multi-epitope, advanced manufacturing processes, and
nanoparticle-based vaccine candidates.
For this, lead antigens are designed and selected through proof-of-concept
preclinical studies. Following this, CEPI will undertake initial clinical
development through Phase 1 or 2 of studies.
Coalition For Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI)
CEPI is a foundation, taking donations from the public, private, civil society
organizations, and philanthropic organizations for financing independent
research projects in a very bid to develop vaccines against emerging
infectious diseases (EID).
It focuses on the "blueprint priority diseases" of the World Health
Organization.
CEPI was developed in 2015. But it was formally launched in 2017 at World
Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos, Switzerland.
Blueprint Priority Diseases
WHO's blueprint priority diseases include:
The Middle East respiratory syndrome-related coronavirus (MERSCoV)
Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2)
Nipah virus
Lassa fever virus
Rift Valley fever virus
Chikungunya virus and
Gypothetical, unknown pathogen "Disease X."
CEPI
CEPI was co-founded and co-funded with USD 460 million from the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation, Wellcome Trust, and India, Japan, Germany, &
Norway.
CEPI was later joined by European Union in 2019 and, therefore, the united
kingdom in 2020. it's headquartered in Oslo, Norway.

Corbevax Gets EUA For 12-18 Age Group
A vaccine manufacturer based in Hyderabad, Biological E has received emergency
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use authorization (EUA) from the drug regulator of India for its Covid-19 vaccine
for youngsters aged 12 to 18.
Highlights
Biological E's Corbevax vaccine was earlier approved by the Drugs
Controller General of India for limited usage in adults during emergencies in
2019.
Based on the results seen during the continued phase II clinical trial and
phase III clinical trial clinical research, the Drugs Controller General of
India has approved the vaccine to be utilized in teenagers aged between 12
to 18 years.
The nation's COVID-19 vaccination program currently includes children
aged fifteen to eighteen years, with only Covaxin from Bharat Biotech
approved for this age range.
The central government made an advance payment of Rs 1500 crores to
order 30 crore vaccine doses.
Corbevax
Corbevax is the country's first indigenously made receptor-binding domain
(RBD) protein subunit vaccine against Covid-19.
Via intramuscular route, this vaccine is run to the person.
Two doses are to be taken, which are scheduled 28 days apart.This vaccine
has to be stored at a temperature range of two to eight degrees Celsius.
Biological E
Biological E is an Indian biopharmaceutical and biotechnology company
found in Hyderabad. This company focuses on the assembly of low-cost
vaccines.
This biopharmaceutical company was founded in 1953, and Mahima Datla is
the Marketing Director of the corporate.

First Ear Surgery Evidence
A group of archaeologists has found a 5,300-year-old skull during a Spanish tomb
that shows possibly the oldest evidence of ear surgery.
Highlights
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Several cut marks are visible within the skull across the left auditory meatus.
This suggests that surgery may be done to alleviate pain.
It shows the evidence of two perforations, near its mastoid bones, on each
side of the skull. It highlights that surgery alleviated growing pressure on the
ear canal.
Researchers concluded in a piece of writing published in "Scientific
Reports" thereon this evidence point to a mastoidectomy.
Mastoidectomy may be a surgery that was performed to alleviate the pain of
the prehistoric individual, who may have suffered due to otitis and
mastoiditis.
The skull seems to possess belonged to a middle-aged woman from
Neolithic Age. It had been discovered in a tomb, referred to as "Dolmen de
El Pendon."
It is located in Burgos, Spain. Researchers had found the skill in 2016,
alongside remains of nearly 100 others.

A 9000 Year Old Shrine Discovered In Jordan
At a distant Neolithic site in Jordan's eastern desert, a team of Jordanian and French
archaeologists discovered a 9,000-year-old shrine.
Highlights
The ritual complex was discovered beside large structures, referred to as
desert kites or mass traps.
These traps were thought to possess been wont to gather wild gazelles for
killing during a Neolithic campground.
These traps are made from two or more long stone walls converging toward
an enclosure and are found in the Middle East's deserts.
This site is exclusive because even being 9000 years old, and it's almost
intact.
Two carved standing stones with anthropomorphic figures, one with a
representation of the desert kite also as an altar, hearth, marine shells, and a
miniature model of the gazelle trap were found within the shrine.
The site's proximity to the traps shows that the inhabitants were hunters, and
therefore, the traps laid out were at the guts of their symbolical, cultural, and
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economic life.

Quantum Key Distribution Link Demonstrated For The First Time In India
A joint team of scientists from IIT Delhi and the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO), successfully demonstrated Quantum Key
Distribution Link, for the first time in India.
Highlights
Quantum Key Distribution links are going to be created between Prayagraj
and Vindhyachal in Uttar Pradesh, for a distance of around 100 km.
Quantum key distribution may be a secure communication method, that
implements a cryptographic protocol comprising of components of quantum
physics.
It enables two parties to produce a shared random secret key known only to
them. The key is often used to encrypt and decrypt messages.
This technology will enable security agencies with planning an appropriate
quantum communication network, with a backbone of indigenous
technology.
Working
The technological feat was achieved over a billboard-grade optical fiber
already available in the field.
With this, India demonstrated indigenous technology of secure key transfer
to bootstrap military-grade communication security key hierarchy.
Performance parameters are measured and are found to be within reported
international standards of up to 10 kHz.
Quantum Key Distribution
Quantum key distribution may be a secure communication method, that
implements a cryptographic protocol comprising of components of quantum
physics.
It enables two parties in producing a shared random secret key known only
to them.
It's often incorrectly called quantum cryptography because it's the bestknown example of a quantum cryptographic task.
Quantum key distribution is employed only to supply and distribute a key,
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but not transmit any message data.
This key is often used with any chosen encryption algorithm for encrypting
and decrypting a message.
This message can then be transmitted through the standard channel.
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ENVIRONMENT
Bent-Toed Gecko Discovered
A team of researchers recently discovered a replacement species of bent-toed
Gecko or lizard from Umroi Military station in the Ri-Bhoi district of Meghalaya.
Highlights
The new species of Gecko or lizard belongs to the family of Cyrtodactylus
exercitus ('exercise means Army, in Latin).
It has been named to honor the courage of the Indian Army for its services to
India.
These new species were discovered as a part of efforts of the research team
to uncover the herpetofaunal diversity of North East India.
Genus Cyrtodactylus
About 320 species across the planet represent the genus Cyrtodactylus. It's
the third most speciose vertebrate genus worldwide.
Members of the genus range from South Asia to Melanesia. There's a high
diversity of the species in South Asia.
North Malay Archipelago has now become home to 16 species of bent-toed
Gecko.
The new species of bent-toed Gecko or Cyrtodactylus, from a Cyrtodactylus
khasiensis, was discovered from the Lunglei District of Mizoram.
It is named Cyrtodactylus lungleiensis. These geckos are often differentiated
from other such species by a bent toe, which is analogous to a bird's toe.
The bent-toed geckos reside only within the wild amid rocks, bushes, and
woods. This is often the third discovery of a Cyrtodactylus species in
Mizoram.
Bent-toe gecko
Bent-toe geckos are scientifically referred to as Cyrtodactylus. It's a various
genus of Asian geckos and has about 300 defined species as of 2020. Thus,
it's the most important of all gecko genera.

Sea Dragon Fossil Found In U.K.
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United Kingdom researchers have found colossal 180-million-year-old fossilized
remains of an Ichthyosaur, popularly referred to as a 'sea dragon.'
Highlights
United Kingdom researchers have found colossal 180-million-year-old
fossilized remains of an Ichthyosaur, popularly referred to as a 'sea dragon.'
The researchers show one of the significant discoveries within the region
because the fossil is the most extensive and complete skeleton of its kind
found within the U.K.
Ichthyosaurs resembled dolphins in body shape and became extinct around
90 million years ago, after first appearing 250 million years ago.
Joe Davis of the Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust discovered it
during the routine draining of a lagoon island at the Rutland Water reservoir
in February 2021.
The first ichthyosaurs, called sea dragons because they tend to possess huge
teeth and eyes, were discovered by the fossil hunter and paleontologist Mary
Anning in the early 19th century.
The specimen is currently being treated by a specialist paleontological
conservator, a process that will take 12-18 months.
Expert Overview:
Paul Barrett, Merit Researcher within the Earth Sciences Vertebrates and
Anthropology Palaeobiology department at the explanation Museum in
London said the Rutland ichthyosaur was "probably one among the most
important fossil reptiles ever found, including dinosaurs."
Barrett wasn't involved in the find. Barrett, whose work has covered
dinosaurs and other extinct reptiles, including ichthyosaurs, said the find
confirmed the "cosmopolitanism" of the species, which had previously
mainly been known in Germany.

Ramban Lavendar Cultivation
The central government is to start the 'Purple Revolution' in the Ramban district of
Jammu and Kashmir.
Highlights
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The purple revolution will be planned by encouraging lavender cultivation
under CSIR-IIIM's Aroma Mission through the Ministry of Science and
Technology. It will be planned on lines of the Doda and Reasi districts.
Cultivation of Lavender is often started in Ramban to increase income
sources for the district's youth.
In Doda and Reasi, 500 youth enjoyed the purple revolution and augmented
their income.
Purple Revolution
Under the mission, farmers got free lavender saplings for the primary time in
the Doda district of Jammu and Kashmir.
Those that had cultivated lavender before were charged Rs. 5-6 per sapling.
This revolution was started for supporting agro-economy-supported
domestic aromatic crops by moving from imported aromatic oils to
homegrown varieties.
Agencies Involved
Two bodies mainly responsible for forming this initiative a hit are the Indian
Institute of Integrative Medicine, Jammu (IIIM Jammu), and the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR).
Aroma Mission
CSIR has launched the Aroma Mission to bring transformative change in the
aroma sector through desired interventions in areas of agriculture,
processing, and merchandise development for the expansion of the aroma
industry and rural employment.
The mission promotes the cultivation of aromatic crops for essential oils,
which are in great demand by the aroma industry.
It'll help Indian farmers and the aroma industry become global leaders in
producing and exporting essential oils.
It aims to supply benefits to the farmers in achieving higher profits,
protecting their crops, and utilizing wastelands.

Pollination Of Moths Study
A study has revealed that moths are essential for pollination in northeast India's
Himalayan environment.
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Highlights
The study established that 91 moths are pollinators of 21 different species of
plants in Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim within the northeastern Himalayas.
The results are significant as most pollination research focused on daytime
pollinators like butterflies and bees, while the contribution of nocturnal
pollinators received less scientific attention.
This research may be a part of a project which has been funded by the
Ministry of Environment, Forest, and global climate change, and it's one
among the few such large-scale studies during which the research team
studied the effect of various altitudes also as various seasons on the ecology
of pollination of the moths.
The study is predicated on field studies conducted in Himalayan terrains,
starting from the foothills to elevations of up to 3000 meters, and laboratory
investigations of over 1,800 moth proboscides, i.e., the mouthparts of moths.
Publishing
The study was published in Scientific Reports, a publication from the
character group of journals, during a paper titled "Settling moths are the
important component of pollination in Himalayan environment of North
Malay Archipelago , pollen transfer network technique revealed."
The lead author of this study is Navneet Singh.
Findings
Erebidae (tiger moths, erebid moths, lichen moths, etc.) and Geometridae
(geometer moths) were found to be the Himalayan region's most vital
families of moths for pollen transportation.
It was also found that moths also frequently interacted with Fabaceae,
Betulaceae, Ericaceae, and Rosaceae, which fall into the category of the
wind-pollinated family.
The study has also acknowledged that Achaea Janata, a well-known pest of
various important plants, was found as a potential pollinator of three plant
families.
This shows that moths can benefit pollinators even when functioning larval
herbivores. The study has shown the importance that moths play within
nature.
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Himachal Gets Biodiversity Park
Himachal Pradesh gets the first biodiversity park to form its contribution to
conserving endangered Himalayan herbs.
Highlights
Himachal Pradesh gets the first biodiversity park to form its contribution to
conserving endangered Himalayan herbs. This park is about to be up to at
Mandi's Bhulah valley.
With a value of Rs 1 crore, the biodiversity park is about up under the
National Mission on Himalayan Studies (NMHS) by HP's forest department.
The park aims to link tourism activities alongside extending new
opportunities for researchers to explore various medicinal herbs found
within the Himalayas that are on the verge of extinction.
Significance Of Biodiversity Parks
Biological diversity is a precious resource intended for the continued
existence of humanity, and hence, conserving biodiversity cares with
restoring the equilibrium between humans & the atmosphere.
The critical role of Biodiversity Parks include:
A nature reserve for the conservation of the natural heritage of the
town
Enhancing the standard of the urban environment
Serving as a hub for education, cultural, and conservation activities
Connecting biodiversity to the town and other people
Promoting eco-tourism
Creating livelihood for local communities
Preserving the rare endemic and threatened plant and animal species
of the world.

India's NIUA And WEF On Sustainable Cities Development Program
India's NIUA and WEF to collaborate on sustainable cities development program.
Highlights
World Economic Forum (WEF) and the National Institute of Urban Affairs
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(NIUA) have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to collaborate
on a jointly designed 'Sustainable Cities India program.'
The program aims to enable cities to get decarbonization solutions across the
energy, transport, and built environment sectors.
This initiative is especially noteworthy because it comes after the Honorable
Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated India's commitment to showing netzero by 2070 as a climate mitigation response at COP26.
Key points:
The 'Sustainable Cities India program' intends to enable cities to decarbonize
systematically and sustainably to reduce emissions and deliver resilient and
equitable urban ecosystems.
The Forum and NIUA will adapt the Forum's City Sprint process and
Toolbox of Solutions for decarbonization within the context of 5 to seven
Indian cities across two years.
The City Sprint process may be a series of multi-sectoral, multi-stakeholder
workshops involving business, government, and civil society leaders to
enable decarbonization, primarily through clean electrification and
circularity.
The outcome of the workshop series is going to be a shortlist of relevant
policies and business models, which not only reduce emissions but also
maximize System Value, like improved air quality or job creation.
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BILLS & ACTS
European Union Data Act Published
On February 23, 2022, the EU Commission published its draft Data Act, after much
anticipation.
Highlights
European Commission sets a raft of the latest rules for data sharing. It forms
a part of the European Union's strategy to form the bloc a pacesetter in a dataagile economy.
The proposed legislation is aimed toward making data sharing and using
easier and set a typical at EU-wide level.
It calls manufacturers to permit owners of connected devices, during a bid to
ascertain what data they're gathering.
It seeks to offer companies and consumers more control over what is often
through with their data. It also clarifies who can access data and on what
terms.
The new rules also mean government bodies and public bodies are going to
be ready to request access to privately-held data for legal obligations or
public emergencies but not day-to-day enforcement activities.
Application
The draft legislation is going to be applicable to manufacturers of products
and services, like cloud service providers and Internet of Things (IoT)
devices within the EU.
It'll also affect users, including individuals and businesses. It might mean
that they might require to open up their data to the users.
Users are going to be ready to provide data to 3rd parties or use it for their
own purposes. Users also can demand to form this data available to third
parties. however, data sharing must respect trade secrets.
Provisions
Under it, products and services should be designed to permit easy
accessibility by users.
Data access is going to be granted without undue delay, freed from charge,
and in real-time.
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Data holders will provide comprehensive information on data generated
when using the services or product.
Data holders are going to be requested by the user who provides data to a
3rd party authorized by him.
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DEFENCE
Eastern Bridge-VI Air Exercise Started Between India And Oman
The Indian Air Force (IAF) and Royal Air Force of Oman (RAFO) have organized
a bilateral air exercise named Eastern Bridge-VI.
Highlights
The Indian Air Force (IAF) and Royal Air Force of Oman (RAFO)
organized a bilateral air exercise named Eastern Bridge-VI from 21 February
to 25, 2022, at Air Force Station Jodhpur Rajasthan.
Eastern Bridge-VI is the sixth edition of the exercise. The exercise will
provide a chance to reinforce operational capability and interoperability
between the 2 Air Forces.
Participation of IAF and RAFO during this exercise will promote
professional interaction, exchange of experiences, and enhancement of
operational knowledge, besides strengthening bilateral relations between the
2 countries.
During this exercise, various senior dignitaries are getting to visit Air Force
Station Jodhpur.

India To Take Part In Exercise Cobra Warrior 22
Indian Air Force will participate in a multi-nation air exercise named 'Exercise
Cobra Warrior 22' at Waddington, within the united kingdom, from 06 March to 27,
2022.
Highlights
Indian Air Force will participate during a multi-nation air exercise named
'Exercise Cobra Warrior 22' at Waddington, within the uk, from 06 March to
27, 2022.
IAF Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas will participate alongside fighters
of the united kingdom and other leading Air Forces.
Five Tejas aircraft will fly to the UK. IAF C-17 aircraft will provide the
required transport support for induction and de-induction.
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Exercise Cobra Warrior is one of the most critical annual exercises by the
Royal Air Force (RAF).
India is going to be participating in the exercise for the primary time. The
UK, Sweden, Saudi Arabia, and Bulgaria are other countries participating.
The exercise will provide operational exposure and share best practices
amongst the participating Air Forces to further enhance their combat
capability and forge bonds of friendship.
Aim Of The Exercise
The exercise aims to provide operational exposure and share best practices
amongst the participating Air Forces, thereby enhancing combat capability
and forging bonds of friendship.
This will be a platform for LCA Tejas to demonstrate its maneuverability
and operational capability.

Indian Navy Host Milan Exercise
'Milan' is the multilateral naval exercise hosted by the Indian Navy.
Highlights
This biennial exercise features seminars, sports, social events, and
professional exercises among the participating nations.
This exercise was started within the year 1995. Alongside the Indian Navy,
the navies of Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand, and Sri Lanka had participated
in the inaugural edition of this exercise.
All editions of Milan were held within the Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
under the Andaman and Nicobar Command.
The Navy, in 2020, announced that a subsequent edition of Milan is going to
be held at Visakhapatnam, under the Eastern Naval Command.
This exercise is held under various themes like anti-submarine warfare and
other areas.
Capacity building, training, marine domain awareness, technical assistance,
hydrography, and functional exercises are among the areas of cooperation
for the exercise.
The exercise aims to hone operational abilities through professional
engagement with friendly navies, instill best practices and procedures, and
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enable learning within the maritime environment.
Milan Exercise 2022
This year's Milan Exercise will be the most critical edition, with 46 countries
invited to participate.
This year's Milan exercise will be held in Visakhapatnam in February 2022.
The QUAD countries also will be participating.
Milan 22 is being held in two phases over nine days, with the harbor phase
being held from February 25 to February 28, and therefore the sea phase
from March 1 to 4.
The theme for this year's exercise is 'Camaraderie Cohesion Collaboration,'
through which India will be projected to the planet as reliable maritime
power.

Three Rafale Fighter Jets From France
Three more Rafale fighters landed in India from France, with Indian-specific
enhancements.
Highlights
Three more Rafale fighters landed in India from France, with Indian-specific
enhancements.
With this new arrival of the three jets, the entire Rafale fleet with Indian Air
Force (IAF) has reached 35.
The 36th and final aircraft will arrive in India from France by March- April
2022 and can be a trainer aircraft.
India-France Rafale Deal:
In September 2016, India exchanged a Rs 59,000 crore affect France for 36
Rafale fighter jets. The primary batch of 5 Rafale jets had arrived in India on
July 29 last year.
India and France had signed the inter-government agreement in 2016, under
which Paris agreed to supply 36 Rafale fighter jets to New Delhi.
Rafale:
The twin-engine Rafale jets can complete a spread of missions:
Ground and sea attack
Air defense and air superiority
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Surveillance
Nuclear strike deterrence
The planes equipped with the Hammer missiles have enhanced India's ability
to hold air-to-ground strikes like Balakot.

Cope South 22: US-Bangladesh Air Exercise
The air forces of Bangladesh and the US will conduct a joint tactical airlift exercise,
'Cope South 22'.
Highlights
The air forces of Bangladesh and the US will conduct a joint tactical airlift
exercise, 'Cope South 22'.
The six-day exercise was sponsored by Pacific Air Forces (PACAF).
The bilateral exercise is held at Bangladesh Air Force (BAF) Kurmitola
Cantonment, Dhaka, and Operating Location-Alpha, Sylhet, Bangladesh.
The Pacific Air Forces-sponsored bilateral tactical airlift exercise goals
include improving interoperability with the Bangladesh Air Force and
supporting the soldiers of Bangladesh's long-term modernization efforts to
keep up regional stability.
The goal of the exercise is bolstering bilateral ties between the 2 countries
through tactical airlift sorties and subject-matter expert exchanges.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Hilal-e-Pakistan Awarded To Bill Gates
Microsoft founder and philanthropist Bill Gates have been conferred with Hilal-ePakistan.
Highlights
Microsoft founder and philanthropist Bill Gates have been conferred with
Hilal-e-Pakistan, the second-highest civilian honor within the country, for
his efforts to eradicate polio in Pakistan. Gates is on a day-long visit to
Pakistan and has met with Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan.
He also visited the National Command and Control Centre (NCOC) that
oversees efforts to curb Covid-19.
Gates appreciated Pakistan's success against Covid-19 despite resource
constraints and, therefore, the initiatives and measures for public health
safety.
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has been a serious contributor to
worldwide polio eradication through Gavi, the vaccine alliance.
Gates also met Planning and Development Minister and NCOC head Asad
Umar and Special Assistant to the Prime Minister (SAPM) on Health Dr.
Faisal Sultan.
Microsoft
Microsoft was founded on 4 April 1975, in Albuquerque, New Mexico, u. s.
Microsoft Headquarters is in Redmond, Washington, U.S.
Microsoft CEO is Satya Nadella.
Microsoft Chairperson is John W. Thompson.

Young Mathematicians 2021 Ramanujan Prize Conferred
On February 22, 2022, Professor Neena Gupta has conferred the Ramanujan Prize
for Young Mathematicians 2021.
Highlights
Neena Gupta may be a mathematician from Indian Statistical Institute in
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Kolkata.
She conferred the award for her outstanding add affine algebraic geometry
and commutative algebra.
The Ramanujan Prize for Young Mathematicians may be a mathematics
prize awarded annually by the "International Centre for Theoretical Physics"
in Italy.
It has been named after Indian mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan. The
prize was founded in 2004 and first awarded in 2005.
The prize is funded by the Department of Science and Technology (DST)
together with International Centre for Theoretical Physics and International
Mathematical Union.
Prizes Conferred To:
The Ramanujan Prize for Young Mathematicians is awarded to researchers
from a developing country aged below 45 years and has conducted
outstanding research in developing countries.
It is supported by the Ministry of Science and Technology (India), the
Norwegian Academy of Science & Letters through the Abel Fund, in
cooperation with the "International Mathematical Union."
International Mathematical Union (IMU)
IMU is a world non-governmental organization dedicated to international
cooperation in mathematics worldwide.
It is a member of the International Science Council (ISC). It supports the
International Congress of Mathematicians. National mathematics
organizations from about 80 countries are its members.
The IMU was established in 1920. However, dissolved in September 1932.
In 1950, it had been re-established at the Constitutive Convention in New
York.
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SPORTS
Pickleball In US
A curious sport called "Pickleball" has become one the fastest growing sports
within the US. Pickleball may be a combination of elements taken from tennis,
badminton, and ping-pong.
Highlights
In 1965, Joel Pritchard, then-congressman from Washington, and Bill Bell, a
businessman, returned to Pritchard's home and located their families had
nothing to try to do.
The home was equipped with a court, but they might not find a complete set
of badminton rackets.
Then they decided to improvise with ping-pong paddles and a perforated
plastic ball.
This concept worked, and later, players realized the ball bounced off the
asphalt surface well.
Following this, the net was lowered from 60 inches to 36 inches. Later,
specific rules were invented. Rules were borrowed from badminton.
The first permanent pickleball court was constructed in 1967. the aim was to
supply a game that the whole family could play together.
The US Pickleball Association governs and promotes this sport and
maintains its rules. The first national pickleball tournament was held in
Buckeye, Arizona, in 2009.
Pickleball In India
The Pickleball game reached India in 2006. A pickleball enthusiast Sunil
Valavalkar brought back some paddles and balls from Canada and began
giving demonstrations in Mumbai.
As per the All India Pickleball Association, this sport has reached 16 states
in India and has around 3,000 registered players.
Pickleball in the US
As per US Sports and Fitness Industry Association (SIFA), the number of
pickleball participants has increased by 21.3 percent between 2019 and
2020.
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In 2020, there have been 1193000 college graduate pickleball participants.
As of 2022, there are 4.8 million participants across the US, amounting to a
growth of 39.3 percent.
Pickleball Court
Pickleball is played on a badminton-size court. Net is about to a height of 34
inches at the center.
It's played with perforated plastic balls and wooden or composite paddles
that are twice the dimensions of ping-pong paddles.

R Praggnanandhaa: Youngest Player To Beat Magnus Carlsen
India's teen prodigy R Praggnanandhaa becomes the youngest player to beat World
No 1, Magnus Carlsen.
Highlight
Chess Grandmaster Youngest: India's R Praggnanandhaa becomes the
youngest player to beat World No 1 Magnus Carlsen
India's teen chess Grandmaster, Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa has created
history as he defeated world favorite chess champion, Magnus Carlsen, of
Norway in a web chess tournament.
The Airthings Masters is the first of the nine events of the 2022 Meltwater
Champions Chess Tour, held from February to November 2022.
The 16-year-old Pragg achieved the feat within the eighth round of the
Airthings Masters, a web rapid chess tournament, in 39 moves with black
pieces.
Prague is also the third Indian grandmaster against Magnus Carlsen, aside
from Viswanathan Anand and Pentala Harikrishna.

SAAF & National Cross Country Athletics Championship
Nagaland is ready to host the South Asian Athletic Federation (SAAF) race
championship and 56th National Cross-Country athletics championships.
Highlights
Nagaland is ready to host the South Asian Athletic Federation (SAAF) race
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championship and 56th National Cross-Country athletics championships in
Kohima from the 26th of next month.
Meanwhile, the official mascot of the South Asian race Championships and
56th National race may be a joyous, happy running 'Hornbill.'
The name of the Mascot is Akimji a connotation of the word AMBITION
derived from the Sumi dialect of the Naga tribe, which exemplifies the
ambition of the new generation of Naga youth.
This event went to be perhaps Nagaland's biggest sporting event in our 50
plus years of statehood and expressed optimism that the event will propel the
image of Nagaland and, therefore, the state's sporting dream towards
national and international platforms.
On this occasion, the official team Nagaland kit was also launched.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 21 - February 27, 2022)

OBITUARY
Freedom Fighter Shakuntala Choudhary Passes Away
Noted insurgent and Gandhian social worker Shakuntala Choudhary have passed
away.
Highlights
Noted freedom fighter and Gandhian social worker Shakuntala Choudhary
has died. She was 102-year-old. She was popularly referred to as 'Shakuntala
Baideo.' She was felicitated with the Padma Shri award in 2022 by the govt.
Of India.
She hailed from Kamrup in Assam and was known for her commitment and
devotion to popularizing the Gandhian way of life.
She worked for the well-being of villagers, especially women and
youngsters. Born in 1920, she was primarily related to the Kasturba Trust
and was a torch-bearer of the ideals of Gandhi across the Northeast,
particularly in Nagaland, Mizoram, and Meghalaya, and spent an outsized
part of her life at the Kasturba ashram.
Shakuntala Choudhary was also closely related to Acharya Vinoba Bhave
and participated in one-and-a-half-year-long 'padayatra' during the Bhooban
movement.
During Mahatma Gandhi's visit to the northeast, she wont to act as an
interpreter and helped Gandhiji convey his message to people in Assamese.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday expressed grief over the death of
Shakuntala Choudhary.

Andhra Pradesh Industries Minister Passed Away
Andhra Pradesh Industries Minister Mekapati Goutham Reddy has passed away.
The 50 years old Minister returned to India from Dubai Expo.
Highlights
Andhra Pradesh Industries Minister Mekapati Goutham Reddy has died. The
50 years old Minister returned to India from Dubai Expo.
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Reddy was a two-time MLA from the Atmakur Assembly constituency
within the Nellore district in Andhra Pradesh.
He was the Minister for Industries, Commerce, and knowledge Technology
in Andhra Pradesh Government.
He was collapsed reception suddenly. He arrived at ER at 07:45 am and was
unresponsive, not breathing, and in asystole on arrival.
Son of former YSRCP MP Mekapati Rajamohana Reddy, Mr. Goutham
Reddy, had returned to Hyderabad after his visit to Dubai to participate in
the Expo on behalf of the Andhra Pradesh Government.
The mortal remains of Goutham Reddy would be shifted to his residence
shortly. AP Chief Minister Y.S. Jaganmohan Reddy is scheduled to go to
Hyderabad shortly to pay deference.
Reddy had done his post-graduation in the united kingdom and returned to
India. He made his political debut in 2014 on a YSRCP ticket from the
Atmakur Assembly constituency in Nellore district and scored a victory.
He repeated the feat in 2019 from an equivalent seat and became Minister
for Industries and knowledge Technology Minister.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Great Backyard Bird Count
Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) may be a four-day global event from February
18 to 21.
Highlights
It is a web citizen science or community science project first launched in
1998 by Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National Audubon Society.
During this four-day event, data is collected by participants on wild birds,
and therefore the data is shared online on the live website of the GBBC.
The event invites people worldwide to spend time in their favorite places
and interact in birdwatching, sharing data and photos online.
The importance of the event is that it helps the scientists better understand
the worldwide bird population before one among their annual migrations.
The data is entered into eBird, the world's largest biodiversity-related citizen
science (community science) project.
Indian Great Backyard Bird Count
People in various places in India also participate in the Great Backyard Bird
Count.
E-bird India and Birdcount-India organize the event at various places,
including Kukkarahalli Lake, Karanji Lake, Hebbala Lake, Lingambudhi
Lake, Muganahundi Lake, Thippaiayana Kere, etc.
This activity sheds light on the bird population and its habitat.
Mysuru Birdwatching
The exercise has provided information into the status of the state's ecosystem
and took stock of the birds and their species.
The GBBC is hosted in many regions of the state and Mysuru, but
birdwatching and maintaining a database has been popular in Mysuru for
many years.
This has also created a scientific database, which the continued GBBC can
further expand.
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SCHEMES
Garbage Free Cities - MoHUA Approval To A.P.
Under the ''Garbage Free Cities'Cities' vision, the Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs has approved Rs 235 crore to Andhra Pradesh, the most necessary one-time
approval of cash for legacy dumpsite restoration.
Highlights
The Centre will contribute Rs 77.66 crore towards this initiative, with the
state covering the rest.
Consistent with the housing and urban affairs ministry, Legacy dumpsites
are a severe environmental danger and contribute to air pollution.
Legacy dumpsites are mineralized and decomposed organic waste mixed
with sand, silt, demolition, and construction waste fragments.
Cleaning these dumpsites is essential for changing the country's landscape
and addressing public health and environmental problems.
Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the Swachh Bharat MissionUrban 2.0 on October 1, 2021, intending to achieve "Garbage Free Cities"
by 2026.
One of the first aims of the Mission is to wash 16 crore metric tonnes of
legacy garbage dumpsites which occupy almost 15,000 acres of municipal
land.
At present, 118 metric tonnes of uncleaned legacy wastes are present across
the state occupying over 463 acres.
At present, dumpsite clearance may be a priority with 260 cities from five
different states, and Union Territories have submitted their legacy waste
clean-up action plans to the govt, showing their dedication to the vision of
garbage-free cities.

Meri Policy Mere Hath Campaign
The government has announced a replacement doorstep crop insurance distribution
policy called ''Meri Policy Mere Hath''.
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Highlights:
The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) is entering the seventh
year of implementation within the upcoming Kharif season.
The ''Meri Policy Mere Hath'Hath' doorstep campaign has been launched to
ensure that each farmer is well informed about their land records, policies,
and therefore the PMFBY'sPMFBY's claim and grievance redressal process.
In the upcoming Kharif season, which can be beginning in June, the
doorstep campaign will be launched altogether, implementing states.
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
In February 2016, PMFBY was launched to provide financial assistance to
all farmers who have suffered crop damage or loss from natural disasters.
As of February 4, 2022, over 36 million farmer applications are insured
under this scheme, with over Rs 1,07,059 crores in claims paid.
Since 85 percent of the farmers registered under this scheme are small and
marginal farmers, the scheme has been ready to support the most vulnerable
farmers.
In 2020, PMFBY was modified to permit farmers to participate voluntarily.
It's also been made easier for farmers to report crop damage within 72 hours
after the occurrence of any event, either through the Crop Insurance App, the
CSC Centre, or the closest agriculture officer, with claim benefits sent
automatically into eligible farmers' bank accounts.
Features
Some of the scheme's key features include the mixing of land records with
the PMFBY'sPMFBY's National Crop Insurance Portal (NCIP), a Crop
Insurance mobile app for quick enrolment of farmers, a subsidy release
module, remittance of farmer premium through NCIP, and a claim release
module through NCIP.

RUSA Scheme Continued By GoI
The Ministry of Education has approved the Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan
(RUSA) scheme until 31 March 2026.
Highlights
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The Ministry of Education has approved the continuation of the Rashtriya
Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) scheme till 31 March 2026 with an
expenditure of 12,929.16 crores.
The new phase of the scheme would support around 1,600 projects. Out of
Rs 12,929.16 crores of expenditure, the center will share Rs 8,120.97 crores,
and therefore the state will share Rs 4,808.19 crores.
The new phase of the scheme has been designed to implement a number of
the recommendations of the New Education Policy (NEP).
Under the new phase of the scheme, State Governments will support Gender
inclusion,
Equity
Initiatives,
Enhance
employability
through
vocationalisation and skill upgradation.
Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan:
Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan was launched in 2013. it's a Centrally
Sponsored Scheme to supply government universities and colleges funding.
Its main objective is to enhance the standard of state institutions and ensure
reform in affiliation, academic, and examination systems.

PM KISAN 3rd Anniversary
PM-KISAN is a scheme of the central government that was introduced in 2019.
Highlights:
This scheme was launched to assist farmers holding land with their financial
needs. This year is the PM-KISAN scheme's third Anniversary.
Through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT), Rs 6000/- is deposited into farmers'
bank accounts across the country in three equal installments every four
months.
This scheme was initially launched for minor and marginal farmers having
up to 2 hectares of landholdings, but in June 2019, it was extended to
incorporate all landholding farmers.
Since the scheme's inception, various technological and process
developments have been done to ensure that the maximum number of
beneficiaries can enjoy it.
Aadhar validation has been made compulsory to form the entire process
transparent and authentic.
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Benefitted
Around 11.78 crore farmers have received benefits under this scheme. Rs
1.82 lakh crore are distributed to the beneficiaries under this scheme.
Rs 1.29 lakh crore has been distributed out of this amount during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Self-Registration Mechanism
To supply a plus to the farmers, the method of self-registration of
beneficiaries has been made simple by utilizing a mobile app, walk-ins at
Common Service Centers, and therefore the PM KISAN portal.
Recovery mechanism
The recovery mechanism has been made transparent and straightforward
within the case of ineligible beneficiaries.
This process includes an automatic transfer from a state department's
account to the central government account, making it incredibly efficient and
time-saving.
Grievance Redressal
A grievance redressal mechanism has been envisaged to deal with the issues
faced by the beneficiaries.
The Central Project Management Unit of PM Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana
will be found out to streamline the method.
A centralized helpdesk has also been established to help beneficiaries with
any issues they'll face or queries they could have during the registration
process.

Foreign Direct Policy In J&K
Jammu & Kashmir's lieutenant governor Manoj Sinha has approved a Foreign
direct investment (FDI) policy for the union territory with a Foreign stake of a
minimum of 51 percent.
Highlights
L-G Manoj Sinha approved the Policy for Promotion of Foreign Investment
within the Industrial Sector in J&K during the Administrative Council (AC)
gathering.
The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) and
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the Reserve Bank of India's (RBI) guiding framework on FDI has supported
this new policy.
This policy is going to be effective for the subsequent ten years.
The FDI policy in J&K aims for foreign investments worth quite Rs 100
crore with a minimum foreign stake of 51 percent.
Benefits Of The Policy
This policy will help in attracting foreign investments within the UT. Doing
so will help the UT in creating more jobs and generating investments.
The J&K government has plans to develop multifunctional complexes for
foreign investment.
These IT Tower projects will be developed through the utilization of
personal players in Pampore, Sempora, and Exhibition Ground, Jammu.
The government of Jammu and Kashmir has already approved the transfer of
roughly 290 acres in seven villages in 17 places in Budgam and Srinagar
districts to develop housing complexes accessible to foreign investment.

PM CARE for Children Scheme Extended
The PM Cares for children Scheme has been extended by the Ministry of women
and Child Development of the govt of India till February 28, 2022.
Highlights
The PM Cares for children Scheme has been extended by the Ministry of
women and Child Development of the govt of India till February 28, 2022.
Previously, the Scheme was applicable till New Year's Eve, 2021.
During this reference, a letter has been written to all Principal Secretaries/
Secretaries, Women and Child Development, Social Justice &
Empowerment Departments of all States and UTs, with a replica to all or
any District Magistrates/District Collectors.
To be eligible for the Scheme, the kid must be under 18 at the time of their
parent's death to be considered eligible for payments under this plan.
All children who have suffered the subsequent losses are covered under the
Scheme:
Lost both parents because of COVID-19 Pandemic,
Legal guardian/adoptive parents/single adoptive parent, from
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11.03.2020, the day on which WHO proclaimed and defined
COVID-19 as a pandemic.
Those eligible can now be registered within the PM CARES for
children Scheme until February 28, 2022, via the website
https://pmcaresforchildren.in.
PM CARES
The PM CARES for children Scheme on May 29, 2021, was announced by
the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi for the children who
have lost their parents or legal guardians, adoptive parents, or surviving
parents a result of the COVID-19 pandemic onset on March 11, 2020.
The Scheme intends to help these children by providing them the long-term
comprehensive care and protection through a convergent strategy, gap
financing for education and health, a monthly stipend begins at the age of
18, and prepare them for self-sufficiency with the financial assistance of
payment of Rs. 10 lakhs once they reach the age of 23.
The PM Cares for children Scheme has been extended by the Ministry of
women and Child Development of the govt of India till February 28, 2022.
To be eligible for the Scheme, the kid must be under the age of 18 at the
time of their parent's death.

PM CARE for Children Scheme Extended
The PM Cares for children Scheme has been extended by the Ministry of women
and Child Development of the govt of India till February 28, 2022.
Highlights
The PM Cares for children Scheme has been extended by the Ministry of
women and Child Development of the govt of India till February 28, 2022.
Previously, the Scheme was applicable till New Year's Eve, 2021.
During this reference, a letter has been written to all Principal Secretaries/
Secretaries, Women and Child Development, Social Justice &
Empowerment Departments of all States and UTs, with a replica to all or
any District Magistrates/District Collectors.
To be eligible for the Scheme, the kid must be under 18 at the time of their
parent's death to be considered eligible for payments under this plan.
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All children who have suffered the subsequent losses are covered under the
Scheme:
Lost both parents because of COVID-19 Pandemic,
Legal guardian/adoptive parents/single adoptive parent, from
11.03.2020, the day on which WHO proclaimed and defined
COVID-19 as a pandemic.
Those eligible can now be registered within the PM CARES for
children Scheme until February 28, 2022, via the website
https://pmcaresforchildren.in.
PM CARES
The PM CARES for children Scheme on May 29, 2021, was announced by
the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi for the children who
have lost their parents or legal guardians, adoptive parents, or surviving
parents a result of the COVID-19 pandemic onset on March 11, 2020.
The Scheme intends to help these children by providing them the long-term
comprehensive care and protection through a convergent strategy, gap
financing for education and health, a monthly stipend begins at the age of
18, and prepare them for self-sufficiency with the financial assistance of
payment of Rs. 10 lakhs once they reach the age of 23.
The PM Cares for children Scheme has been extended by the Ministry of
women and Child Development of the govt of India till February 28, 2022.
To be eligible for the Scheme, the kid must be under the age of 18 at the
time of their parent's death.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Full-Time Economic Advisory Council To PM: Sanjeev Sanyal
Finance Ministry's Principal Economic Advisor, Sanjeev Sanyal, has been inducted
as a full-time member of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister
(EAC-PM).
Highlights
Finance Ministry's Principal Economic Advisor, Sanjeev Sanyal, has been
inducted as a full-time member of the Economic Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister (EAC-PM), the panel's chairman Bibek Debroy announced.
The appointment is for a tenure of two years. He had advised the finance
ministry to plan economic policies during the pandemic.
The EAC-PM is an independent body constituted by the Union government
to advise the Prime Minister on economic matters.
PEA Sanjeev Sanyal:
The veteran economist has been working with the financial markets since the
1990s, and his induction to the EAC-PM will probably assist the highest
economic advisory body.
In 2007, Sanyal was awarded the Eisenhower Fellowship for his work on
urban issues and honored by the Singapore government at the World Cities
Summit 2014.
Sanyal was appointed as Finance Ministry's principal economic adviser in
February 2017 and was earlier the director at Deutsche Bank.

Director of Central Board of RBI: Sanjay Malhotra
Sanjay Malhotra, Secretary, Ministry of Finance's Department of Financial Services
(DFS), has been appointed to the Reserve Bank of India's Central Board of
Directors (RBI).
Highlights
Sanjay Malhotra, Secretary, Ministry of Finance's Department of Financial
Services (DFS), has been appointed to the Reserve Bank of India's Central
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Board of Directors (RBI).
Malhotra's nomination, valid from 16 February 2022, and until further
instructions, is an IAS officer from the Rajasthan cadre from the 1990 batch.
Malhotra was the Chairman and Managing Director of REC Ltd before
being appointed DFS Secretary.
He took up Debashish Panda, who served until 31 January 2022.
He was the Chairman and Managing Director of REC Ltd before that.
Malhotra has extensive experience in the power business.
The reform-based result-linked power distribution sector strategy, which will
be in effect until 2025-26, intends to cut India's AT&C loss to 12-15 percent
and gradually close the gap between the cost of energy and the price at
which it is supplied to 'zero' by 2024-25.

Nitin Paranjpe: Non-Executive Chairman Of HUL
Nitin Paranjpe has been appointed because the Non-Executive Chairman of the
corporate with effect from March 31, 2022.
Highlights
Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL) has announced the separation of the
Chairman of the Board and, therefore, the CEO & director of the corporate.
Nitin Paranjpe has been appointed because the Non-Executive Chairman of
the corporate with effect from March 31, 2022.
He is currently serving as Chief Operating Officer of Unilever, the parent
company of HUL. Sanjiv Mehta will still be the Chief military officer &
director (CEO & MD) of the corporate.
The Board accepted the advice made by the NRC and has appointed
Paranjpe as a Non-Executive Chairman.
The appointment is subject to the shareholders' approval, which the
corporate will seek as applicable regulations.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 21 - February 27, 2022)

IMPORTANT DAYS
International Mother Language Day: February 21
The International Mother Language Day (IMLD) is observed annually on February
21.
Highlights
The International Mother Language Day (IMLD) is observed annually on
February 21.
The day aims to boost linguistic and cultural diversity awareness and market
multilingualism.
The 2022 theme is "Using technology for multilingual learning: Challenges
and opportunities."
The U.N. mentioned in its statement that this year's theme raises the
potential role of technology to advance multilingual education and support
the event of quality teaching and learning for all.
History
International Mother Language Day was proclaimed by the overall
Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) in November 1999.
The U.N. General Assembly welcomed the day's proclamation in its
resolution of 2002.
Significance:
The day signifies how an intergovernmental body like UNESCO believes in
cultural and linguistic diversity for sustainable societies.
According to UNESCO, it works to preserve the differences in cultures and
languages that foster tolerance and respect for diversity within its mandate
for peace.

World Thinking Day: 22 February
World Thinking Day, initially referred to as Thinking Day, is widely known
annually on 22 February by all Girl Scouts, Girl Guides, and other girl groups
worldwide.
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Highlights
World Thinking Day, initially referred to as Thinking Day, is widely known
annually on 22 February by all Girl Scouts, Girl Guides, and other girl
groups worldwide.
The day is observed to believe fellow brothers and sisters worldwide,
address their concerns and understand the true meaning of guiding.
The theme for World Thinking Day 2022 is Our World, Our Equal Future.
In 1926, at the Fourth female child International Conference, held at Girl
Scouts of the United States's Camp Edith Macy (presently the Edith Macy
Conference Center), the conference delegates highlighted the necessity for a
special international day when Girl Guides and Girl Scouts would believe
the worldwide spread of Girl Guiding and Girl Scouting, and of all the Girl
Guides and Girl Scouts around the world, giving them, their "sisters," thanks
and appreciation.
The delegates decided that today would be 22 February, the birthday of both
Lord Baden-Powell, founding father of the Boy Scout movement, and
woman Olave Baden-Powell, his wife and therefore the World Chief Guide.
In 1999, at the 30th World Conference, held in Ireland, the name was
changed from "Thinking Day" to "World Thinking Day" to stress the
worldwide aspect of this big day.

World Day of Social Justice On 20 February
On 20 February, the World Day of Social Justice is observed annually. Today
works towards promoting social justice, which incorporates efforts to tackle
exclusion, poverty, unemployment, gender inequality, social protection, and human
rights.
Highlights
The United Nations General Assembly declared 20 February because the
World Day of Social Justice, which was accepted on 26 November 2007 and
observed annually since 2009.
Many organizations, like the United Nations, and therefore the International
Labor Organization (ILO), have issued statements highlighting the role of
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social justice.
The United Nations General Assembly recognizes that social justice and
social development are crucial for sustaining international security and
peace.
Thus, there won't be security, peace, or support towards fundamental
freedom and human rights without social justice.
Theme
'Achieving Social Justice through Formal Employment' is the theme of
World Day of Social Justice 2022.
The theme of this year has been selected keeping in mind that nearly 60% of
the World's employed population make their living within the informal
economy.
And it's been noticed that these individuals are those lacking social
protection also as employment-related benefits.
It is necessary to eliminate inequality and poverty, boost productivity, and
ensure long-term sustainability to support the transition to formal
employment.
Hence, this year the UN has focused on strengthening the power of
companies and other people who are looking to enter the formal economy.

Central Excise Day On 24 February
Central Excise Day of India is widely known each year on 24 February. The day is
being celebrated to honor the service of the Central Board of Excise and Custom
(CBEC) to the country.
Highlights
Central Excise Day of India is widely known each year on 24 February. The
day is being celebrated to honor the service of the Central Board of Excise
and Custom (CBEC) to the country.
The day is widely known to honor the officers related to CBEC and their
services. The day is widely known to commemorate the legislation of the
Central Excise and Salt act on 24 February 1944.
Significance
The central excise day is widely known to boost awareness about the central
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excise officers' contribution to the country's overall public.
The jobs of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs members in
preventing corruption among the manufacturing industries are worth
appreciation and encouragement.
Central Board Of Indirect Taxes and Customs:
The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs is formerly referred to as
the Central Board of Excise and Customs. The Customs and Central Excise/
Central GST department was established to administer customs laws.
Now the department is under the Department of Revenue, Ministry of
Finance, which deals with the policy formulation concerning levy and
collection of Customs, Central Excise duties, Central Goods & Services Tax
and IGST, prevention of smuggling and administration of matters
concerning Customs, Central Excise, Central Goods & Services Tax, IGST
and Narcotics to the extent under CBIC's purview.
The Chairman of the Central Board of Excise and Custom is Vivek Johri.
The Central Board of Excise and Custom Headquarters is in New Delhi.
The Central Board of Excise and Custom was Founded on 01 January 1964.
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FESTIVALS
Khajuraho Dance Festival MP
The Madhya Pradesh Kala Parishad organizes the Khajuraho Dance Festival, a oneweek classical dance festival held annually beside the Khajuraho temples located
within the Chhatarpur district of Madhya Pradesh. This festival takes place from
20th to 26th February.
Highlights
With performances by a number of the highest practitioners within the field,
this festival celebrates the range of Indian classical dance genres like
Bharathanatyam, Kathak, Kuchipudi, Odissi, Kathakali, and Manipuri.
Recently, modern Indian dance has been included.
In an open auditorium, generally ahead of the Chitragupta Temple, devoted
to Surya, i.e., the Sun God, and therefore the Vishvanatha Temple, which is
devoted to Lord Shiva, the dances are performed.
Renowned dance performers from abroad and India gathers to showcase
their talents.
Khajuraho Dance Festival 2022
This year's Khajuraho Dance Festival is the 48th edition of this festival. The
Madhya Pradesh State Rupankar Kala Award and National Kalidas Award
for dance will be presented to varied artists during this festival.
This year's festival will feature a variety of significant events which can
specialize in the cultural landscape of the varied genres of Indian dance.
Visitors will be ready to see an exhibition that specializes in KathakNepathya, as art displays from other countries and conversations with art
experts and artists.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When was Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 announced?
A.October 1, 2020
B.October 1, 2018
C.October 1, 2019
D.October 1, 2021

Answer D
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0
on October 1, 2021, intending to achieve "Garbage Free Cities" by 2026.

2) How much will Center contribute in the Garbage Free Cities' Vision in
Andhra Pradesh?
A.Rs 77.66 crore
B.Rs 76.67 crore
C.Rs 77.76 crore
D. Rs 77.6 crore

Answer A
Explanation The Centre will contribute Rs 77.66 crore towards this initiative, with the state
covering the rest.

3) When was Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana launched?
A.February 2017
B.February 2016
C.February 2018
D.February 2019

Answer B
Explanation In February 2016, PMFBY was launched to provide financial assistance to all
farmers who have suffered crop damage or loss from natural disasters.
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4) What is NCIP?
A.National Crop Investment Portal
B.National Crop Insurance Policy
C.National Crop Insurance Portal
D.National Crop Insurance Permit

Answer C
Explanation Some of the scheme's key features include the mixing of land records with the
PMFBY's National Crop Insurance Portal (NCIP), a Crop Insurance mobile app for quick
enrolment of farmers, a subsidy release module, remittance of farmer premium through NCIP,
and a claim release module through NCIP.

5) How many Child Help Desks are currently functional across India now?
A.135
B.132
C.133
D.134

Answer B
Explanation Child Help Desks are currently functional across 132 railway stations within the
country.

6) How many criminals where arrested by RPF involved in passenger-related
offenses?
A.254
B.355
C.300
D.354

Answer C
Explanation RPF arrested quite 300 criminals who were involved in 254 passenger-related
offenses within the same period.
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7) How many tanks will the Upper Bhadra Project refill under drought-prone
taluks of three districts through Chitradurga and Tumakuru branch canals?
A.387 tanks
B.367 tanks
C.307 tanks
D.397 tanks

Answer B
Explanation It will refill 367 tanks under drought-prone taluks of three districts through
Chitradurga and Tumakuru branch canals.

8) How Much is central government investing on the upper Bhadra project
A.Rs 12500 crore
B.Rs 1250 crore
C.Rs 12000 crore
D.Rs 125000 crore

Answer A
Explanation It will help the state in getting Rs 12,500 crore from the Centre. It'llIt'll speed up the
ambitious irrigation project and help transform central Karnataka from being water-scarce to a
water-rich state.

9) When did Indian Oil install it's first EV station in India?
A.2019
B.2017
C.2007
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation Indian Oil installed its first E.V. charger at Nagpur for the public in 2017.

10) How many Indian Oil charging points are present currently across india?
A.400
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B.500
C.600
D.300

Answer B
Explanation Indian Oil installed its first E.V. charger at Nagpur for the public in 2017. Its
charging points are present across 500 towns and cities, including multiple state and national
highways.

11) When did the Khajuraho Dance Festival began in MP?
A.25 Feb
B.27 Feb
C.26 Feb
D.28 Feb

Answer C
Explanation The Madhya Pradesh Kala Parishad organizes the Khajuraho Dance Festival, a oneweek classical dance festival held annually beside the Khajuraho temples located within the
Chhatarpur district of Madhya Pradesh. This festival takes place from 20th to 26th February.

12) What is NISPG?
A.National Information Security Policy Guide
B.National Information Security Policy Guidelines
C.National Information Survey Policy Guidelines
D.National Information Security Pre Guidelines

Answer B
Explanation National Information Security Policy Guidelines is NISPG

13) When was Great Backyard Bird Count launched?
A.1988
B.1999
C.1998
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D.1898

Answer C
Explanation GBBC is a web citizen science or community science project first launched in 1998
by Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National Audubon Society.

14) When did the British government started reviewing the Golden Visa?
A.2018
B.2019
C.2020
D.2010

Answer A
Explanation British government started the review in 2018, after the poisoning of former
Russian agent Sergei Skripal in Salisbury. This incident also led to a deterioration in relations
between the Kremlin and, therefore, the U.K.

15) How long will it take to treat the Sea Dragon Fossil?
A.14-18 months
B.12-20 months
C.11-18 months
D.12-18 months

Answer D
Explanation The specimen is currently being treated by a specialist paleontological conservator,
a process that will take 12-18 months.

16) Where is Gobar-Dhan Plant located?
A.Andhra Pradesh
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Himachal Pradesh

Answer C
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Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated a 550-tonne capacity "Gobar-Dhan
(Bio-CNG) Plant" in Indore, Madhya Pradesh.

17) When was first International Olympic Committee session happen in India?
A.1983
B.1988
C.1982
D.1984

Answer A
Explanation India hosted the last such session within the year 1983 in New Delhi. In 2022, the
IOC session was held in Beijing, China.

18) Which Indian City has most millionaires according to HURUN?
A.Delhi
B.Mumbai
C.Chennai
D.Kolkata

Answer B
Explanation Meanwhile, within the list of cities with the foremost millionaires, Mumbai has
topped with 20,300 households.

19) When was International Mother Language Day first celebrated?
A.1988
B.1999
C.1898
D.1888

Answer B
Explanation International Mother Language Day was proclaimed by the overall Conference of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in November
1999.
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20) Till when does students have to apply for the class 9 in their preferred
domain in armed forces preparatory school (AFPS) in 2022?
A.February 26, 2022
B.February 28, 2022
C.February 24, 2022
D.February 22, 2022

Answer B
Explanation The admission process for brand new sessions has started across these schools now.
Students can apply for admission to class 9 in their preferred domain till February 28, 2022.

21) How many Specialized Schools Of Excellence are there now in Delhi?
A.11
B.31
C.33
D.13

Answer B
Explanation In 2022, 11 new Specialised Schools of Excellence (SoSEs) have been introduced
in Delhi, taking the entire tally of such schools to 31.

22) When was Arunachal Pradesh declared as a state?
A.1988
B.1986
C.1985
D.1987

Answer D
Explanation Arunachal Pradesh became a full-fledged state on February 20, 1987.

23) When was Mizoram declared as a state?
A.February 21, 1987
B.February 22, 1987
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C.February 20, 1987
D.February 23, 1987

Answer C
Explanation Mizoram was established on February 20, 1987.

24) When was aroma mission launched in India?
A.2017
B.2018
C.2016
D.2019

Answer C
Explanation It was launched in 2016 to boost the cultivation of plants like lavender which have
aromatic medicinal properties through new technology developed by the Council of Scientific &
Industrial Research (CSIR).

25) What is CSIR?
A.Council of Scientific and Institutional Research
B.Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
C.Corporate of Scientific and Industrial Research
D.Council of Scientific and Industrial Regional Office

Answer B
Explanation Council of Scientific and Industrial Research is called CSIR

26) When was Pickleball first played?
A.1966
B.1964
C.1965
D.1963

Answer C
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Explanation Congressman Joel Pritchard, Barney McCallum, and Bill Bell invented the game of
pickleball one summer afternoon in 1965 on Bainbridge Island, WA.

27) When did Pickle Ball first Reach India?
A.2016
B.2000
C.2006
D.2001

Answer C
Explanation The Pickleball game reached India in 2006. A pickleball enthusiast Sunil
Valavalkar brought back some paddles and balls from Canada and began giving demonstrations
in Mumbai.

28) When was eat right India initiatives of FSSAI launched?
A.2008
B.2011
C.2018
D.2001

Answer C
Explanation The Eat Right India movement is an initiative of the Government of India and the
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) to transform the country's food system in
order to ensure safe, healthy and sustainable food for all Indians iN 2018

29) When was FSSAI established?
A.August 2010
B.August 2001
C.August 2000
D.August 2011

Answer D
Explanation FSSAI has been established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, which
is a consolidating statute related to food safety and regulation in India in August 2011
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30) When was First Fast Radio Bursts detected?
A.2010
B.2000
C.2017
D.2007

Answer D
Explanation Fast Radio Bursts (FRB) are bright bursts of radio waves that celestial objects will
create with everchanging magnetic fields with millisecond durations.This makes them difficult to
spot and pinpoint their exact location within the sky. FRB was detected for the primary time in
2007.

31) How many Months are pollinators of 21 different species of plants in
Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim within the northeastern Himalayas according
the study conducted?
A.100
B.98
C.91
D.92

Answer C
Explanation A study has revealed that moths are essential for pollination in northeast India's
Himalayan environment. The study established that 91 moths are pollinators of 21 different
species of plants in Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim within the northeastern Himalayas.

32) What is LDED?
A.Laser-direct energy deposition
B.Laser-directed energy deposition
C.Laser-directed energy diviation
D.Laser-directed energetical deposition

Answer B
Explanation Laser-directed energy deposition is called LDED
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33) When did PM launch Kisan drone in India?
A.February 20, 2022
B.February 18, 2022
C.February 19, 2022
D.February 16, 2022

Answer B
Explanation On February 18, 2022, Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagged 100 Kisan drones in
several cities and towns of India to assist farmers in spraying pesticides in their farms.

34) How many Musicians are allowed to stay on the stage In an orchestra in
India?
A.4
B.6
C.8
D.10

Answer C
Explanation Only eight musicians are allowed to stay on the stage at any given time (four male
and 4 women).

35) When was Microsoft Found?
A.1976
B.1975
C.1974
D.1977

Answer B
Explanation Microsoft was founded on 4 April 1975, in Albuquerque, New Mexico, u. s.

36) What is NMHS?
A.National Mission on Himalayan Studies
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B.National Mission on Himalaya Study
C.National Mission on Himalayan Study Center
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation With a value of Rs 1 crore, the biodiversity park is about up under the National
Mission on Himalayan Studies (NMHS) by HP's forest department.

37) When was Freedom Fighter Shakuntala Choudhary born?
A.1922
B.1921
C.1920
D.1919

Answer C
Explanation Born in 1920, she was primarily related to the Kasturba Trust and was a torchbearer of the ideals of Gandhi across the Northeast, particularly in Nagaland, Mizoram, and
Meghalaya, and spent an outsized part of her life at the Kasturba ashram.

38) When was World Thinking Day first celebrated?
A.1989
B.1999
C.1926
D.1919

Answer B
Explanation The date February 22 was the birthday of both Lord Baden-Powell and his wife
Lady Olave Baden-Powell. Lord was the founder of the boy scout movement, and his wife was
the first world chief guide. The name of the day later changed to World Thinking Day in 1999.

39) When does Eastern Bridge-VI Air Exercise between India And Oman end?
A.24 Feb
B.21 Feb
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C.22 Feb
D.25 Feb

Answer D
Explanation The Indian Air Force (IAF) and Royal Air Force of Oman (RAFO) organized a
bilateral air exercise named Eastern Bridge-VI from 21 February to 25, 2022, at Air Force Station
Jodhpur Rajasthan.

40) When is the Science literature festival happening during Vigyan Sarvatra
Pujyate?
A.Feb 25
B.Feb 26
C.Feb 27
D.Feb 24

Answer B
Explanation The Vigyan Sarvatra Pujyate program will be organized with different themes every
day. The themes are listed below:On February 26- "science literature festival."

41) Where is the book fair part of the Science week 2022 happening?
A.Nehru Stadium in Delhi.
B.Wankhede Stadium
C.Arun Jaitley Stadium
D.Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium

Answer A
Explanation The University Grant Commission has asked colleges to celebrate "Vigyan Sarvatra
Pujyate Week" or "Science Week" 2022. As a part of one, a mega book fair will be held at Nehru
Stadium in Delhi.

42) What is CEPI?
A.Corporation Of Epidemic Preparedness Innovations
B.Coalition For Epidemic Preparedness Improvement
C.Coalition For Epidemic Preparedness Innovations
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D.Coalition For Endemic Preparedness Innovations

Answer C
Explanation Coalition For Epidemic Preparedness Innovations is CEPI

43) When did EU join the CEPI?
A.2018
B.2010
C.2009
D.2019

Answer D
Explanation CEPI was later joined by European Union in 2019 and, therefore, the united
kingdom in 2020. it's headquartered in Oslo, Norway.

44) How many ships did the Presidential Yacht comprised of?
A.50 ships
B.40 ships
C.70 ships
D.60 ships

Answer D
Explanation The President embarks on a Presidential Yacht yacht and reviews the Indian Naval
Fleet. In 2022, the yacht comprised quite 60 ships and submarines, and 55 aircraft.

45) When did first presidential fleet review happened in India?
A.1954
B.1953
C.1955
D.1952

Answer B
Explanation The first one was conducted on 1953, under President Rajendra Prasad.
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46) Who is the Pioneer of Hydrogen Trains?
A.Germany
B.France
C.China
D.Japan

Answer A
Explanation In hydrogen-fuelled trains, Europe has been a pioneer. Germany launched the
world's first train in 2018, built by Alstom SA.

47) What does the Hydrogen train with two cars in Japan Cost?
A.USD 35 million yen
B.USD 30 million yen
C.USD 31 million yen
D.USD 33 million yen

Answer A
Explanation "Hybari," the two-car train costs over USD 35 million yen and might go up to 140
kilometers or 87 miles at a top speed of 100 kilometers per hour on a single hydrogen refueling.

48) When was LOFAR made?
A.2022
B.2012
C.2021
D.2002

Answer B
Explanation LOFAR or the Low-Frequency Array may be an extensive radio reflector network
found within the Netherlands mainly. It was completed in 2012 by ASTRON, Netherlands
Institute for astronomy, alongside international partners.

49) When was WISE put in Hibernation mode?
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A.2010
B.2009
C.2019
D.2011

Answer D
Explanation WISE was launched in 2009 and put into hibernation mode in 2011, before being
reactivated in 2013 and renamed the Near-Earth Object Wide-field Infrared Survey Explorer
(NEOWISE).

50) When was Biological E found?
A.1955
B.1953
C.1954
D.1956

Answer B
Explanation Biological E is an Indian biopharmaceutical and biotechnology company found in
Hyderabad. This company focuses on the assembly of low-cost vaccines.This biopharmaceutical
company was founded in 1953, and Mahima Datla is the Marketing Director of the corporate.

51) When was national education policy 2020 adopted?
A.29 July 2020
B.28 July 2020
C.26 July 2020
D.20 July 2020

Answer A
Explanation The first full year after the release of the new National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 on 29 July 2020 has been a mixed bag with respect to implementation efforts by the Central
and State governments and their autonomous agencies.

52) When does Manipur Flag-hoisting Tradition happen?
A.27 February to 23 March
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B.27 February to 3 March
C.2 February to 3 March
D.7 February to 2 March

Answer B
Explanation With elections in Manipur being scheduled from 27 February to 3 March, the
candidates are holding a special flag hoisting ceremony in their constituencies before
campaigning to the state's people.

53) When does ICCR start the Indian Crafts Fair?
A.24 Feb
B.26 Feb
C.23 Feb
D.25 Feb

Answer C
Explanation It is to be inaugurated on February 23 by Meenakshi Lekhi, the Minister of State for
Culture and External Affairs, in the presence of ICCR president Vinay Sahasrabuddhe.

54) When was the first World Day of Social Justice celebrated?
A.2019
B.2009
C.2000
D.2001

Answer B
Explanation The United Nations General Assembly declared 20 February because the World
Day of Social Justice, which was accepted on 26 November 2007 and observed annually since
2009.

55) From when the Russian-backed rebels have been fighting Ukrainian troops
in Donetsk and Luhansk?
A.2004
B.2000
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C.2001
D.2014

Answer D
Explanation Russian-backed rebels have been fighting Ukrainian troops in Donetsk and Luhansk
since 2014, with regular violence despite a ceasefire agreement.

56) What is the Total length of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla rail link
bridge?
A.473.35 meters
B.473.25 meters
C.473.5 meters
D.473.15 meters

Answer B
Explanation The bridge's total length is 473.25 meters, and 96 cables support it.

57) How old is R Praggnanandhaa who Beat Magnus Carlsen?
A.15 Year Old
B.17 Year Old
C.16 Year Old
D.18 Year Old

Answer C
Explanation The 16-year-old Pragg achieved the feat within the eighth round of the Airthings
Masters, a web rapid chess tournament, in 39 moves with black pieces.

58) When was Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan launched?
A.2003
B.2011
C.2001
D.2013

Answer D
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Explanation Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan was launched in 2013. it's a Centrally
Sponsored Scheme to supply government universities and colleges funding.

59) How long is the External Affairs Minister visiting France for the EU
Ministerial Forum for Cooperation within the Indo-Pacific?
A.Five-day visit
B.Two-day visit
C.Four-day visit
D.three-day visit

Answer D
Explanation Dr. S Jaishankar is on a three-day visit to France, from 20 February to 22, 2022, to
attend EU Ministerial Forum for Cooperation within the Indo-Pacific.

60) When was Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana Launched?
A.2020
B.2000
C.2002
D.2022

Answer B
Explanation Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana was launched within the year 2000.

61) When was Rural Connectivity GIS Data launched In Public Domain?
A.22 Feb 2022
B.21 Feb 2022
C.12 Feb 2022
D.11 Feb 2022

Answer A
Explanation On February 22, 2022, the Ministry of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj
launched rural connectivity GIS data publicly domain.
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62) What is Green Financing?
A.Financial activity created to ensure better Economical outcomes
B.Environmental activity created to ensure better Financial outcomes
C.Financial activity created to ensure better environmental outcomes
D.None Of The Above

Answer C
Explanation Any financial activity created to ensure better environmental outcomes than its
green financing.

63) When was NDC-Transport Initiative for Asia launched?
A.22 August 2020
B.26 August 2020
C.25 August 2020
D.27 August 2020

Answer D
Explanation NITI Aayog virtually launched the India Component of the Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC)Transport Initiative for Asia (TIA) on 27 August 2020.

64) When was National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship Scheme launched?
A.2010
B.2018
C.2008
D.2020

Answer C
Explanation It is a central Sector Scheme, launched in 2008-09 to award scholarships to
meritorious students of economically weaker sections to reduce drop-outs in class VIII.

65) Till when is the National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship Scheme
continued?
A.2022
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B.2026
C.2029
D.2024

Answer B
Explanation The continuation of the National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship Scheme (NMMSS)
has been approved by the Ministry of Education (MoE) till 2025-26

66) Where was the 5,300-year-old skull with the oldest evidence of ear surgery
found?
A.Greece
B.France
C.Rome
D.Spain

Answer D
Explanation It is located in Burgos, Spain. Researchers had found the skull in 2016, alongside
remains of nearly 100 others.

67) Which age does the 5,300 year old skull of middle aged woman which
possibly had a oldest evidence of ear surgery belong to?
A.Neolithic Age
B.Paleolithic
C.Chalcolithic
D.Mesolithic

Answer A
Explanation The skull seems to possess belonged to a middle-aged woman from Neolithic Age.
It had been discovered in a tomb, referred to as "Dolmen de El Pendon."

68) When will the SEA-ME-WE-6 Undersea Cable start operating ?
A.2024
B.2026
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C.2025
D.2027

Answer C
Explanation It will start operating in 2025. it'll be amongst the most critical undersea cable
systems worldwide.

69) What will be the Band width provided by the SEA-ME-WE 6?
A.110 Tbps.
B.120 Tbps.
C.130 Tbps.
D.140 Tbps.

Answer B
Explanation t will run from Singapore to France and will have a bandwidth of 120 Tbps.

70) When was sRide carpooling app launched?
A.November 2010
B.November 2011
C.November 2014
D.November 2015

Answer B
Explanation sRide, an app launched in November 2014, is one such app. Aimed at people who
do carpooling, or are at least interested in carpooling, sRide allows users to either offer their cars
to riders or get a car that is going towards their destination.

71) When was gramin krishi mausam sewa scheme launched?
A.2000
B.2011
C.2005
D.2015

Answer D
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Explanation Gramin Krishi Mausam Sewa was started by the Ministry of Earth Sciences in 2015
to provide crop-specific advice to farmers twice a week at district level/print / visual / radio / IT
such as Short Message Service (SMS) and Integrated Voice Response System (for widespread).

72) When was Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin launched?
A. April 2017
B. April 2016
C. April 2019
D. April 2018

Answer B
Explanation Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) was unrolled in April 2016,
with the target of providing "Housing to All" by 2024.

73) How long does the Angadia have to deliver the money form one place to
another?
A.12 Hours
B.14 Hours
C.24 hours
D.20 hours

Answer C
Explanation If a trader from one state wants to pay a trader from another state, he will send an
Angadias to deliver money within 24 hours.

74) When was International Mathematical Union re established?
A.1920
B.1945
C.1925
D.1950

Answer D
Explanation The IMU was established in 1920. However, dissolved in September 1932. In 1950,
it had been re-established at the Constitutive Convention in New York.
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75) When did Debashish Panda completed his term as DFS Secretary?
A.11 January 2022
B.31 January 2022
C.30 January 2022
D.3 January 2022

Answer B
Explanation He has succeeded Debashish Panda, who completed his term as DFS Secretary on
January 31, 2022.

76) How old was Andhra Pradesh Industries Minister Mekapati Goutham
Reddy?
A.30
B.60
C.80
D.50

Answer D
Explanation Andhra Pradesh Industries Minister Mekapati Goutham Reddy has died. The 50
years old Minister returned to India from Dubai Expo.

77) When was Central Board of Excise and Custom founded?
A.1964
B.1966
C.1965
D.1967

Answer A
Explanation The Central Board of Excise and Custom was Founded on 01 January 1964.

78) When does the Exercise Cobra Warrior 22 begin?
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A.16 March
B.10 March
C.06 March
D.26 March

Answer C
Explanation Indian Air Force will participate during a multi-nation air exercise named 'Exercise
Cobra Warrior 22' at Waddington, within the uk, from 06 March to 27, 2022.

79) When was Eisenhower Fellowship awarded to Sanjeev Sanyal?
A.2000
B.2001
C.2017
D.2007

Answer D
Explanation In 2007, Sanyal was awarded the Eisenhower Fellowship for his work on urban
issues and honored by the Singapore government at the World Cities Summit 2014.

80) When was Milan First Multilateral Naval Exercise happen?
A.1999
B.1994
C.1995
D.1996

Answer C
Explanation This exercise was started within the year 1995. Alongside the Indian Navy, the
navies of Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand, and Sri Lanka had participated in the inaugural edition
of this exercise.

81) How many countries are invited for the Milan Multilateral Naval
Exercise?
A.48
B.46
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C.44
D.42

Answer B
Explanation This year's Milan Exercise will be the most critical edition, with 46 countries
invited to participate.

82) How much does the FDI policy in J&K aims for foreign investments?
A.Rs 200 crore
B.Rs 100 crore
C.Rs 300 crore
D.Rs 400 crore

Answer B
Explanation The FDI policy in J&K aims for foreign investments worth quite Rs 100 crore with
a minimum foreign stake of 51 percent.

83) For How long will the New FDI policy in J&K will be effective?
A.9 years
B.11 years
C.10 years
D.12 years

Answer C
Explanation This policy is going to be effective for the subsequent ten years.

84) What where the large structures found beside the ritual complex called?
A.Traps
B.Desert Traps
C.Desert Kites
D.Desert Mass

Answer C
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Explanation The ritual complex was discovered beside large structures, referred to as desert kites
or mass traps.

85) Where was the 9000 Year Old Shrine Discovered ?
A.Jerash
B.Petra
C.Irbid
D.Jordan

Answer D
Explanation At a distant Neolithic site in Jordan's eastern desert, a team of Jordanian and French
archaeologists discovered a 9,000-year-old shrine.

86) What does the New Rating System determine in the Packaged food By
FSSAI?
A.Packaged Date
B.Expiry Date
C. number of fats, sugar and salt
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation The number of fats, sugar and salt within the food item determines the rating.

87) What will be the New Rating System to be added in the Packaged food
called?
A.health star
B.health Rating
C.Health Count
D.Nutrition Count

Answer A
Explanation According to the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), packaged
food goods will soon display a 'health star' part of the new system.
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88) When was PM KISAN launched?
A.2020
B.2019
C.2021
D.2018

Answer B
Explanation PM-KISAN is a scheme of the central government that was introduced in 2019.

89) How many Farmers have been benefitted from the PM KISAN Scheme?
A.11.78 crore farmers
B.11.88 crore farmers
C.11.77 crore farmers
D.12.78 crore farmers

Answer A
Explanation Around 11.78 crore farmers have received benefits under this scheme. Rs 1.82 lakh
crore are distributed to the beneficiaries under this scheme.

90) Till when will the Baba Saheb Musical Show happen?
A.March 11, 2022
B.March 10, 2022
C.March 13, 2022
D.March 12, 2022

Answer D
Explanation The Mega show will run till March 12, 2022, at the Nehru Stadium. It will have two
shows each day.

91) How many sewage treatment units will be installed in the Mula, Mutha,
and Mula-Mutha rivers by JICA?
A.12
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B.11
C.13
D.14

Answer B
Explanation Under this project, 55 km of trunk lines and 11 new sewage treatment units (STP)
are going to be installed. The combined capacity of those 11 newly installed STPs would be 396
million liters per day (MLD).

92) When was European Union Data Act draft published?
A.23 Feb
B.24 Feb
C.26 Feb
D.28 Feb

Answer A
Explanation On February 23, 2022, the EU Commission published its draft Data Act, after much
anticipation.

93) When was dredging corporation of India limited launched?
A.1977
B.1978
C.1976
D.1975

Answer C
Explanation The Dredging Corporation of India Limited (DCI) was established in the year 1976
to provide dredging services to the Major Ports of the country in India.

94) Where are Quantum Key Distribution links going to created in India?
A.Madhya Pradesh
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Himachal Pradesh
D.Andhra Pradesh
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Answer B
Explanation Quantum Key Distribution links are going to be created between Prayagraj and
Vindhyachal in Uttar Pradesh, for a distance of around 100 km.

95) When was the theme song for 'Vande Bharatam.' released?
A.22 February 2022
B.26 January 2022
C.22 January 2022
D.24 February 2022

Answer A
Explanation On the event of International Mother Language day, Ekam Bharatham the ministry
of culture, on 22 February 2022, organised an event whereby the signature tune for Vande
Bharatham was released.

96) Which Currency and Banknotes Manufacturer produced printed the new
series of notes of denomination Rs 2,000 and Rs 500?
A.Reserve Bank Of INdia
B.Security Printing and Minting Corporation of India Ltd.
C.Bharatiya Reserve Bank Note Mudran Ltd.
D.None Of The Above

Answer B
Explanation SPMCIL is India's sole currency and banknotes manufacturer that printed new
series of notes of denomination Rs 2,000 and Rs 500 in 2016.

97) What is NIUA?
A.National Institution for Urban Affairs
B.National Institute of Urban Affairs
C.National Institute of Urban Authority
D.None Of the above

Answer B
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Explanation National Institute of Urban Affairs is NIUA

98) How many cyber attacks had been analyzed in Asia in 2021 according to
the report published by IBM?
A.22 %
B.25 %
C.26 %
D.27 %

Answer C
Explanation The IBM global analysis report for 2022 states that Asia emerged because the topmost targeted region for cyberattacks, representing 26% of attacks analyzed in 2021.

99) When was India France Rafale Deal Signed?
A.November 2016
B.September 2016
C.October 2016
D.December 2016

Answer B
Explanation In September 2016, India exchanged a Rs 59,000 crore affect France for 36 Rafale
fighter jets. The primary batch of 5 Rafale jets had arrived in India on July 29 last year.

100) When was Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement signed
between India and UAE?
A.February 19, 2022
B.February 18, 2022
C.February 16, 2022
D.February 17, 2022

Answer B
Explanation India would be setting up its first overseas branch of the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) in UAE. It will be under the India-UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA), signed on February 18, 2022. This is the first branch set up abroad, IIT
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Dubai, UAE.

101) When was PM CARES for children Scheme annaounced?
A.May 28, 2021
B.May 29, 2021
C.May 27, 2021
D.May 26, 2021

Answer B
Explanation The PM CARES for children Scheme on May 29, 2021, was announced by the
Hon'ble Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi for the children who have lost their parents or
legal guardians, adoptive parents, or surviving parents a result of the COVID-19 pandemic onset
on March 11, 2020.

102) When will Nitin Paranjpe appointment as Non-Executive Chairman of
HUL come into effect?
A.March 31, 2022
B.March 30, 2022
C.March 11, 2022
D.March 1, 2022

Answer A
Explanation Nitin Paranjpe has been appointed because the Non-Executive Chairman of the
corporate with effect from March 31, 2022.

103) When was 'C-Dome' New Naval Air Defence System Test Fired By
Israel?
A.22 February
B.11 February
C.21 February
D.25 February

Answer A
Explanation The Israeli Defense Forces said on Monday that it had successfully tested the C-
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Dome the naval configuration of the Iron Dome missile

104) How much has Moody estimated India's Growth To In CY 2022?
A.9.6 percent
B.9.9 percent
C.9.5 percent
D.9.4 percent

Answer C
Explanation Moody's has revised India's economic growth estimates within the Current Year
2022 upwards to 9.5 percent from 7 percent on stronger than expected recovery after a lockdown
in 2020 and Covid-19's delta rhythm in 2021.

105) How much rural household had the Jal Jeevan Mission provided water so
far?
A.5.78 Crore
B.5.77 Crore
C.5.88 Crore
D.5.87 Crore

Answer A
Explanation To translate Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi's vision of providing clean water to
each range in the country by 2024, during a short span of two and half years and despite
COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown disruptions, Jal Jeevan Mission, has provided water supply
to quite 5.78 Crore rural households.

106) What is SAAF?
A.South Asian Athletic Federation
B.South Asian Athletics Federation
C.South Asian Athletic Foundation
D.South Asia Athletic Federation

Answer B
Explanation South Asian Athletic Federation is SAAF
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107) How many people have accessed the "Janbhagidari Empowerment"
portal so far?
A. 80 thousand people
B. 90 thousand people
C. 70 thousand people
D. 60 thousand people

Answer C
Explanation About 70 thousand people have accessed the portal so far. With the rise in
bandwidth, the portal will probably receive more hits shortly.

108) Where is Cope South 22 happening?
A.US
B.Bangladesh
C.India
D.None Of the Above

Answer B
Explanation The bilateral exercise is held at Bangladesh Air Force (BAF) Kurmitola
Cantonment, Dhaka, and Operating Location-Alpha, Sylhet, Bangladesh.

109) When is the Dollar/Rupee Two-Year Sell-Buy Swap Auction conducted
By RBI?
A.March 11, 2022
B.March 12, 2022
C.March 10, 2022
D.March 13, 2022

Answer C
Explanation RBI will conduct a spot sale to sell USD 5 billion to banks in exchange of rupees,
through this auction on March 10, 2022. On March 11, 2024, it will make a forward purchase
from banks in two years.
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