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BANKING & FINANCE
Switch Operation of Rs. 1,19,701 crores Done By GoI
The Government of India has done a conversion switch transaction of its securities
with the Federal Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for 1,19,701 crores.
Highlights:
The Government of India has done a conversion switch transaction of its
securities with the Federal Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for 1,19,701 crores
(face value).
The transaction involved buying back securities that are being matured in
F.Y. 2022-23, F.Y. 2023-24, and F.Y. 2024-25 from the RBI and issuing
fresh securities for the equivalent market price to form the transaction cash
neutral.
The transactions were administered using Financial Benchmarks India
Private Limited (FBIL) prices as of January 28, 2022.
The GOI undertakes switch operations with RBI and with market
participants to smoothen the liability profile for market development.
Government Securities:
They are the debt instruments. GoI. Issues with the 2 categories of state
securities are short-term instruments that mature in 91 days, 182 days, or
364 days and future instruments that mature within 5 years to 40 years.
The Clearing Corporation clears the securities of India Limited. These
securities are issued through auctions conducted by RBI.

ADB: USD 4.6 bn Loans To India In 2021
The information officially released by the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
provided a record USD 4.6 billion in sovereign lending to India in 2021.
Highlights:
The information officially released by the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
provided a record USD 4.6 billion in sovereign lending to India in 2021.
This included USD 1.8 billion towards coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
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pandemic response. The ADB's regular funding program to India supports
transport, urban development, finance, agriculture, and skills building.
The ADB's project portfolio in 2021 reflected the Indian government's
specialization in transforming cities into economically vibrant and
sustainable communities.
ADB committed USD 4.6 billion for 17 loans.
The USD 1.8 billion COVID-19-related assistance included USD 1.5 billion
for vaccine procurement and USD 300 million to strengthen primary health
care in urban areas and, therefore, the country's future pandemic
preparedness.
ADB
Asian Development Bank Headquarters in Mandaluyong, Philippines, was
launched On December 19, 1966.
Asian Development Bank President is Masatsugu Asakawa from January 17,
2020
Asian Development Bank has 68 countries as its Members.
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INTERNATIONAL
Joint Statement By Russia And China
A face-to-face meeting took place between Russian President Vladimir Putin and
Chinese President Xi Jing Pin.
Highlights:
The leaders are meeting for the first time in two years. Following the
meeting, the leaders issued a united statement.
Russia and China have decided to oppose NATO's expansion. They are to
forsake Cold War-style tactics.
Russia had been opposed to Ukraine joining NATO. Before the breakup of
the Soviet Union, Ukraine was a part of it.
Russia took Crimea from Ukraine to facilitate shipping. The tussle arose as a
result of this.
As stated in the statement, the Enlargement of NATO implies that Russia
does not want Ukraine to join NATO.
The two countries' bilateral cooperation has grown. "Our friendship knows
no bounds," the message said.
There are no off-limits areas of cooperation. The two countries' diplomatic
relations will be strengthened due to this.
The conference takes place when tensions in Ukraine are at an all-time high.
On the Ukrainian border, Russia has positioned 100,000 troops.
The word "Ukraine" was not used in the statement. However, it has
unintended consequences. The United States was singled out for criticism.
The AUKUS alliance did not sit well with the countries. According to them,
the US uses its Indo-Pacific policies to disrupt the peace in the Indian and
Pacific Oceans.
The AUKUS alliance is a trilateral treaty between the United States, the
United Kingdom, and Australia.
As a result of the cooperation, the Australian Navy has been reinforced.
Under the deal, the United Kingdom and the United States assisted Australia
in acquiring nuclear warships.
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New HIV Variant In Netherlands
A novel HIV variety has been found by Dutch researchers. VB variation is the term
given to it. It had been circling the country for quite some time.
Highlights:
The variant results in infection levels that are 3.5 to 5.5 times higher.
Modern treatments, on the other hand, do not cause concern.
The immune system recovers in the VB version in the same way that it does
in the other HIV types.
The variation first appeared in the Netherlands between 1980 and 1990. In
2010, however, it began to deteriorate.
Viruses become more virulent as they evolve. The assertion is supported by
the COVID-19 delta variant.
As a result, expanding the testing points is critical. HIV testing has been
expanded, which aids in early detection.
As a result, one should never be overconfident regarding virus evolution.
Furthermore, it is incorrect to believe that viruses develop to become milder.
There have been 500 mutations in the VB variation so far. It changes all the
time. It's common to come across mutants.
It is, nevertheless, uncommon to come across a novel variation with
unexpected traits.
VB Variant Special Trait
HIV causes immune cells to die. It wreaks havoc on the immunological
system. The fall of CD4 T-cells is used to determine this.
HIV's primary target is these cells. These cells also play an important
function in the human immune system.
The CD4 drop is two times larger in persons infected with the VB variety.
This means that AIDS diseases develop more quickly and aggressively.
These cells are referred to as "helper cells." The body's response is triggered
by these cells. They have no effect on the infections.
The variation was discovered as part of the Beehive project. HIV samples
from Uganda and Europe are being monitored as part of the experiment.
In Uganda, the VB Variant is growing less virulent, while in the United
States, it is becoming more virulent.
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Endurance22 Expedition
The Endurance22 Expedition was recently departed on schedule from Cape Town.
It's headed for the Weddell Sea in Antarctica.
Highlights:
Falklands Maritime Heritage Trust departed Endurance22 Expedition. It
aims to locate, survey, and film the lost ship of renowned polar explorer Sir
Ernest Shackleton, the wreck of Endurance.
The Expedition will be stumped for 35 days, but up to 45 days if required. It
will be run from SA Agulhas II, the South African icebreaking polar supply
& research ship.
t belongs to the South African Government and is managed by the South
African company African Marine Solutions (AMSOL).
The Expedition22 is led by Dr. John Shears, a Polar geographer, and
explorer. Mansun Bound is the Director of Exploration.
He's a Falklands-born marine archaeologist. Endurance22 Expedition aims
to bring the story of Shackleton, his ship, and members of his team for brand
spanking new audiences.
Falklands Maritime Heritage Trust has partnered with video & content
platform History Hit, also as a digital content agency & media network Little
Dot Studios, to hide the events in real-time.
Wreck of Endurance:
The wreck of Endurance is a protected Historic Site and Monument under
Antarctic Treaty.
The team will be using SAAB's Sabertooth hybrid underwater search
vehicles for locating, surveying, and filming the wreck without disturbing or
touching it.
This technology combines the attributes of autonomous underwater vehicles
(AUVs). It'll be ready to follow a pre-programmed course and haven't any
physical link to the surface. Remote operating vehicles (ROVs) will be wont
to send digital signals to the surface in real-time through a fiber optic cable.
On this Expedition, Sabertooths will remain on their rope in the least times,
for preventing their loss under the ice.
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Expedition22 has the potential to deploy Sabertooths from the vessel itself.
It can also be deployed from ice camps, established on suitable ice floes
using two helicopters on board.

Taiwan Patriot Missile Defence System Purchased By US
The United States government recently approved the purchase of 100 million USD
worth of kits to take care of and improve the Taiwan Patriot Missile defense
system.
Highlights:
This will upgrade the system. This decision was made during the Trump
administration in 2019. The US doesn't have official relations with Taiwan.
However, the US is one of the most important backers. In December 2021,
China warned the US that the countries will find themselves during a
military conflict if the US is encouraging Taiwan's independence.
It is a SAM (surface to air missile), manufactured by the US defense private
contractor Raytheon.
The Patriot missiles were replacements for the Nike Hercules system. Its
operational range is around 70 kilometers.
The cost of 1 patriot missile is around 3 million USD. Around 1,106 of those
missiles are currently in commission within the US military. 172 patriot
missiles are exported thus far.
Patriot Anti-ballistic missile
These missiles counter ballistic missiles. Ballistic missiles are those missiles
that follow ballistics.
Here the missile follows a curved path, sort of a parabola. On the opposite
hand, the intercontinental missiles are launched as sub-orbital trajectories.
In a suborbital trajectory, the missile reaches space. But it doesn't gain speed
as that of the rockets.
Patriot Missile Wars
These missiles were employed by the US military in the Persian Gulf War,
Iraq war, 2014 Israel Gaza conflict, Syrian war, Yemen war, Saudi-led
intervention in Yemen, Saudi Yemeni border conflict.
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Jens Stoltenberg To Head Norway Central Bank
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) chief, Jens Stoltenberg will take
over as Norway's financial institution Governor.
Highlights:
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) chief, Jens Stoltenberg will
take over as Norway's financial institution Governor at the top of the year.
The appointment comes amid escalating tensions between the West and
Russia.
Western nations fear Moscow has plans to invade Ukraine, which aspires to
hitch the NATO alliance.
But Mr Stoltenberg, a 62-year-old trained economist, insisted that he would
stay as NATO Secretary-General until the top of his term in October.
Norway's financial institution determines monetary policy but also manages
the country's enormous sovereign wealth fund, the most important within the
world.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
The Chauri Chaura Incident- 100 Years
The 100th anniversary of the Chauri Chaura event was recently commemorated in
India.
Highlights
PM Modi kicked off the centennial celebrations for Chauri Chaura. The
incident was commemorated with the release of a postal stamp.
The Chauri Chaura Shaheed memorial will be renovated into a heritage
tourism attraction by the Uttar Pradesh government.
Chauri Chaura is a village in Uttar Pradesh's Gorakhpur district. Due to
Chauri Chaura, Mahatma Gandhiji called a halt to the non-cooperation
movement.
On February 4, 1922, the incident occurred. The volunteers of the NonCooperation Movement marched to a local police station on February 4,
1922.
A parade was held, and Police opened fire on the procession. Later, the
volunteers set fire to the police station in revenge.
Some officers attempted to flee the fire as they were apprehended and
brutally murdered. The incident is known as the Chauri Chaura incident.
On August 1, 1920, Mahatma Gandhiji began the non-cooperation
movement. The movement boycotted foreign items. It mainly consisted of
garments manufactured by machines.
Consequences:
The British sentenced approximately 172 people to death. However, 19
people were hanged in total.
Mahatma Gandhiji condemned the shooting of the police officers. A support
fund for Chauri Chaura has been established.
Gandhiji put an end to the movement of non-cooperation. After the incident,
Gandhiji embarked on a five-day fast.
He took responsibility for the situation. On February 12, 1922, he ended the
non-cooperation movement.
The protest was supposed to be non-violent and non-violent.
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Gandhiji asked people to give up their government jobs and titles, cease
attending government schools, refuse to serve in the British army, and pay
taxes as part of the cause.
He didn't want the movement to devolve into violence. The incident's
violence caused Gandhiji to call a halt to the march.

Manipur Craft Map
In 2018-19, an expert team conducted a field survey in Manipur to create the craft
map.
Highlights:
It is the first of its kind, created with the goal of giving all creative genres
equal and focused attention. Manipur's handmade map was created more
than a year ago.
It describes Manipur's handloom and handicraft traditions in detail.
Konsam Ibomcha Singh, who earned the Padma Shri in 2022 for his dollmaking craft, recently brought this map into the spotlight.
Apart from him, Lourembam Bino Devi was also honored for more than five
decades of preserving 'leeba' applique textile craft from the state.
MEETAC:
In collaboration with the National Institute of Design, Manipur's Mission for
Economic Empowerment of Traditional Artisans and Craftsmen (MEETAC)
mapped many art forms.
It contains the following items:
Longpi, a village in Manipur's Ukhrul district, gave its name to black
pottery made by the Tangkhul community without the use of a
potter's wheel.
Moirang phee, a GI-tagged Manipuri half sari, was named after
Moirang village, where it originated.
Thangjam Leikai, in the Imphal East district, gets its name from the
word 'thang,' which means knife.
MEETAC works to overcome the challenges that artisans encounter
when it comes to raw materials.
Raw Materials:
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Iron ore is not available to Thangjam Leikai artists in the regions of
Kakching and Thoubal. As a result, they make do with wire coils and
obsolete truck spare parts.
Kitchen knives and farm equipment are made from remoulded and chiselled
wires.
Similarly, artisans in Senapati region use a wet sand-casting technology to
make utensils and huge cooking equipment from recycled aluminium metal
scrap.

Foundation Stone Laid For Worlds Third-Largest Cricket Stadium
The foundation stone for the world's third-largest cricket stadium was laid by
Sourav Ganguly.
Highlights:
The foundation stone for the world's third-largest cricket stadium was set in
Jaipur by Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot and BCCI President
Sourav Ganguly.
The International Cricket Venue in Jaipur will be India's second-largest and
the world's third-largest cricket stadium.
The Rajasthan Cricket Academy (RCA) will construct the new international
stadium on 100 acres of land in Jaipur, near the Jaipur-Delhi bypass.
A total of 75,000 people will be able to sit in the stadium.
With a capacity of 132,000 spectators, Narendra Modi Stadium (formerly
Motera Stadium) in Ahmedabad is now the world's largest stadium.
The Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) in Australia is the second-largest
stadium, with a capacity of 1,00,024 spectators.

GoI Approval For Renaming Places In MP
The Indian government has approved the renaming of three locations in Madhya
Pradesh.
Highlights:
Hoshangabad Nagar will be renamed "Narmadapuram," Shivpuri will be
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renamed "Kundeshwar Dham," and Babai will be renamed "Makhan Nagar,"
according to the Indian government.
The MP government, led by Shivraj Singh Chouhan, proposes renaming the
three locations in Madhya Pradesh in 2021.
The Ministry of Home Affairs gave their consent to the rebranding (MHA).
Hoshangabad Nagar was renamed Narmadapuram after Hoshang Shah, the
first fully anointed Sultan of the Malwa Sultanate of Central India.
Babai has been renamed in honour of Makhanlal Chaturvedi, a well-known
journalist and poet.
Makhanlal Chaturvedi was born in Babai, Madhya Pradesh, and in 1992, the
government dedicated a national university of journalism and
communication after him in Bhopal.
Bhopal is the capital of Madhya Pradesh.
Mangubhai C. Patel is the Governor of Madhya Pradesh.
Shivraj Singh Chouhan is the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh.

Swarajability
The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT-Hyderabad) has released a beta version of
'Swarajability,' India's first AI-based job platform for disabled people.
Highlights:
The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT-Hyderabad) has released a beta
version of 'Swarajability,' an artificial intelligence-powered job portal that
assists persons with impairments in acquiring relevant skills and finding
work.
The program will analyze job seekers' profiles and advise the skills they'll
need to become eligible.
This vulnerable segment of the population would benefit from a platform
that addressed this issue.
The institute created the platform in collaboration with Youth4Jobs, Visual
Quest, and Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd.
Visual Quest India developed the platform, while IIT-H contributes its AI
expertise. Job seekers can get their skills sharpened through Youth4Jobs.
Kotak Mahindra Bank is funding the project. In the country, there are 21
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million people with impairments.
Approximately 70% of them are unemployed or underemployed.

PDRD Grant
The Central Government has released a Post Devolution Revenue Deficit (PDRD)
grant of 9,871 crores of rupees, distributed to 17 states after the finance ministry's
approval.
Highlights:
The state governments get the Post Devolution Revenue Deficit grant.
Article 275 of the constitution provides for the grant.
The grants are distributed following the fifteenth finance commission's
recommendations.
The parliament shall offer grants in aid to states, according to Article 275.
India's consolidated fund funds these grants.
The federal government has complete authority to set varying amounts for
various states. The grant's goal is to assist state governments in covering the
costs of the projects, promoting the welfare of scheduled tribes, and
improving the administration of scheduled territories.
The goal of these grants is to eliminate inter-state inequities. It also intends
to coordinate the state's expansion of assistance programs.
The 17 states that received the grant are West Bengal, Uttarakhand, Tripura,
Tamil Nadu, Sikkim, Rajasthan, Punjab, Nagaland, Mizoram, Meghalaya,
Manipur, Kerala, Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Assam, Andhra
Pradesh.
The 15th Finance Commission Recommend
In 2021-22, the commission suggested providing Rs 1,18,452 crores to 17
states. 1,08,581 crores of rupees have been released so far.
The commission chose the 17 states that will receive the award. The states
were chosen based on the disparity between their revenue and spending.
Beneficiaries
Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
and West Bengal are the top recipients of the fund.
Kerala was recommended Rs 15,323 crores, HP Rs 11,431 crores, Punjab Rs
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7,659 crores, Assam Rs 7,579 crores, Andhra Pradesh Rs 5,897 crores,
Uttarakhand Rs 5,076 crores, and West Bengal Rs 5,013 crores by the 15th
Finance Commission.
The states' population was given a 15% weighting for determining their
allocation.

Sputnik Light COVID-19 Vaccine Permitted For Emergency Use
The Indian Drugs Controller General recently granted Sputnik light COVID-19
vaccine Emergency Use Permission.
Highlights:
This had been recommended by the central drug authority's expert panel.
With this, the sputnik light becomes the country's eighth COVID 19
vaccination.
Sputnik light is the same as Sputnik V vaccination light. A proposal has
been presented by Dr. Reddy's laboratory to import and distribute Sputnik
light in the country.
The Sputnik lamp is now utilized in 29 different nations. Argentina and
Russia are among them. According to Russian reports, the sputnik light's
efficiency is 65.4 percent.
Booster
Booster shot to give you a lift. A booster shot is a second dose of
vaccination. When the disease's immunity begins to wane, this dose is given.
The first dosage of a vaccination primes the human body. The second dose
boosts the immune system.
A booster dose is given when the immune system loses memory against the
virus over time.
It's still a mystery why certain vaccines require boosters while others don't.
Hepatitis immunizations, for example, are effective for life.
Others, such as tetanus and COVID, necessitate booster doses. After
determining the level of antibodies in the body, boosters are given.
There is no need for booster doses if the antibodies are high. A syndrome
known as Arthus response occurs when a patient receives booster doses but
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already has a high level of antibodies.
Increased amounts of IgG antibodies cause this disease to develop. In such
circumstances, patients develop inflammation. The condition, on the other
hand, heals on its own.

World Largest Igloo Caf In J&K
In Jammu & Kashmir, an igloo caf has opened. It is presently the World's largest
igloo caf. Snowglu is the name of the caf. The owner, Wasim Shah, constructed it.
Highlights:
The caf has been inbuilt in Gulmarg, Kashmir. It is 44.5 feet in diameter and
37.5 feet tall. The caf has become one of the main tourist attractions within
the region.
There are two sections within the caf. One section is for art and therefore the
other for seating. There are ten tables.
The caf can accommodate 40 people. The skin of sheep was wont to make
seat covers within the restaurant. It took 1,700 man-days to end the project.
Altogether 64 days and 25 labors.
Before this, the most crucial caf was in Switzerland. The Switzerland Caf is
33.8 feet tall and 42.4 feet in diameter. Snowglu caf is three to four feet
taller than the one in Switzerland.
Igloo
Igloo, maybe a snow house. The snow traps the air molecules. These air
molecules keep the house warm. The surface temperature could also be -45
degrees Celsius. But inside Igloo, it's -7 degrees Celsius.
The best snow to create an igloo is people who are blown by the wind. The
snow that settled on the bottom is susceptible to weathering.
Snow has insulating properties. It's made from 90% to 95% of air. The air
within the snow slows the warmth transfer.
Thus, physical body heat and heat produced using firewood stay inside Igloo
for an extended period of your time.
Igloo isn't made from ice. It's made from snow. Snow is frozen atmospheric
vapor. It's more porous and thus holds more air and thus provides more
insulation.
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Sachindra Nath Sanyal
Sachindra Nath Sanyal's 80th birthday was celebrated on February 8, 2022. He cofounded Hindustan Republican Association.
Highlights:
Sachindra was an Indian revolutionist. He was born in Benares in 1890. He
was related to the Indian Revolutionary movement. His parents were Bengal
Brahmins.
He was Bhagat Singh's, Sukdev's, and Rajguru's mentor. In addition, he
risked incarceration in the "Kakari Train case."
He was held in a cellular prison. He founded Anushilan Samiti in Patna in
1913. The organization was formed from the local gyms in Bengal.
He, alongside other revolutionists, attacked Viceroy Hardinge in 1912.
Hardinge succeeded Chelmsford.
The Hardinge railway bridge was constructed in Bangladesh in 1915 during
his tenure. Thanks to Hardinge, Britain received Indian troops to fight in war
I.
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association
At first, it had been referred to as Hindustan Republican Army. It had been
founded by Ram Prasad Bismil, Sachindra Nath Sanyal, Ashfaqulla Khan,
Sachindra Nath Bakshi, Jogesh Chandra Chatterjee.
It operated between 1924 and 1936. It followed the far-left politics. Meaning
it followed communism, anarchism, anti-capitalism, and anti-globalization.
Bhagat Singh
The organization was liable for killing John Saunders. Bhagat Singh killed
Saunders in 1928. Saunders was the Assistant Superintendent of Police.
Saunders hit Lala Lajpat Rai during a peaceful procession. Rai died due to
this. Bhagat Singh killed Saunders to require revenge.
It was a neighborhood of the Indian Independence Movement. Rash Behari
Bose is the father of the Indian Revolutionary Movement. These people
believe in the armed revolution.
Indian Extremists
Indian Extremists weren't revolutionists. They wanted independence from the
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British. They were a part of the Indian National Congress.
Indian Moderates
They were okay to remain under British rule. They wanted the Britishers to know
Indian demands. They wanted more autonomy and self-rule under the British.
Indian Independence Movement
Between the amount 1857 and 1947. All the historical events during this period are
mentioned as the Independence movement.
Kakari Train case
It was a train robbery. It happened at Kakori or Kakari village near
Lucknow. The Hindustan Republican Association organized the robbery.
Ram Prasad Bismil and Ashfaqullah Khan had done it. The revolutionists
looted money from the train.
The cash belonged to Indians and was transferred to the British government
treasury.

India Press Freedom Report 2021
The India Press Freedom Report, 2021, was recently released by the Rights and
Risks Analysis Group.
Highlights:
The Rights and Risks Analysis Group recently released the India Press
Freedom Report 2021. Consistent with the report, 13 media houses and
newspapers were targeted, 108 journalists were attacked, and 6 were killed.
Jammu and Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Tripura topped
the States and Union Territories list where journalists and media houses
were targeted in 2021.
Twenty-four journalists were attacked physically, obstructed, threatened,
and harassed for doing their work. Public officials made these attacks.
This includes police attacks also. Seventeen of those attacks were police
attacks. 44 FIRs were registered against journalists in 2021. Of this, 21 were
registered under Section 153 of IPC.
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The highest number of journalists or media organizations targeted was in
J&K (25), followed by Uttar Pradesh (23), Madhya Pradesh (16), Tripura
(15), Delhi (8), Bihar (6), Assam (5), Haryana and Maharashtra (4 each),
Goa and Manipur (3 each), Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal (2
each), and Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Kerala (1 each)," the report
stated.

Third Border Haat In Tripura
On February 3, 2022, Tripura CM, Biplab Kumar Deb, laid the inspiration stone for
the Kamalpur-Kurmaghat border haat between India and Bangladesh.
Highlights:
The border Haat is going to be constructed in the Dhalai district.
This project will also boost trade relations between both countries. It'll
strengthen the cultural and emotional ties between both.
The cultural and trade relations between India and Bangladesh started under
the leadership of the founding father of Bangladesh, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.
Tripura is considered to play a crucial role in the India-Bangladesh
friendship.
This state was at the center of Bangladesh's Liberation War against Pakistan
atrocities in 1971.
It had sheltered 15 lakh Bangladeshi refugees and hosted training camps and
shelters for liberation warriors (Muktijoddhas).
The third border haat of Tripura is going to be opened at Kamalpur. It might
be covering a neighborhood of 75 square meters.
It's likely to be ready to accommodate 100 vendors on all sides. Two border
Haats are already operational at Kamalasagar in Sipahijala district and
Srinagar in South Tripura.
Authorities from India and Bangladesh had identified locations for 3
additional border haats in February 2020.
Locations were identified along the Tripura-Bangladesh frontiers. The
proposed locations were:
Paharmura of Khowai district
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Jagarampur of Sepahijala and
Bamutia of West Tripura district.
Border Haats are unique modes of a duty-free country store along the IndiaBangladesh border. In this space, locally grown products are sold to people
who live within a radius of 5 Km of the Haat.

Mumbai-Nagpur Expressway - ITS
The 'ITS' is Intelligent transportation, a Korean technology, that will monitor
Mumbai Nagpur Expressway, the longest expressway in India.
Highlights:
The technology will help to stop accidents. The primary phase of the
expressway is to be opened by the top of February 2022.
The Maharashtra State Road Development Corporation is building the
expressway. It's the fastest and longest expressway within the country.
It's an eight-lane expressway. Vehicles can run at a maximum speed of 150
km per hour. the entire cost of the expressway is Rs 55,000 crores.
The Economic Development Cooperation Fund provides the loan to create
the expressway. It's a Korean fund.
The expressway will reduce the period between Nagpur and Mumbai to
eight hours. Currently, it's 16 hours.
ITS
The ITS makes the roads safe. It's an intelligent system that monitors the
road, informs about road blockages well ahead, weather reports. It's
communication and knowledge technologies applied on road transport.
The three main features of ITS are optical fiber Cable network, Integrated
Traffic Management System, and Toll collection system.
ITS includes visual messaging service, video incident detection, traffic
violation control and surveillance, vehicle detection, drone-based
surveillance, tunnel management system, speed and lane enforcement.
ITS will include a tunnel traffic management center. The center will
automatically close the tunnel's doorway in case of serious accidents.
And therefore, the system will inform the opposite vehicles on the
expressway about the closure.
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The entire system is going to be monitored through CCTV cameras. The ITS
will collect real-time data about accidents, speed, and weather.
This helps to stop accidents, which includes drone cameras and will have an
electronic toll collection center.
The center is to be located at every 100 km of the expressway. FAST Tags
are to be used for toll collection.

Powerthon-2022
Union Minister for Power and MNRE, R K Singh, launched Powerthon-2022 on
February 7, 2022.
Highlights:
Powerthon-2022 may be a hackathon competition under RDSS. It'll be
organized to seek out technology-driven solutions for solving complex
problems in power distribution.
It seeks to make sure quality and reliable power supply. To run this
competition, the power ministry will have a standing body.
This innovation is going to be an open and ongoing scheme. Under the
program, ideas will be rewarded with a license.
The event of prototypes also will be fostered. It will compile qualified
mentors with TSPs, innovators, and other participants for creating teams that
hack for the future and develop solutions for creating a vibrant and efficient
electricity network.
The launch of Powerthon-2022 was announced by REC Limited and SINE,
and IIT Bombay.
Theme:
The theme has been categorized across 9 broad aspects:
Demand or Load Forecasting
AT&C (Aggregate Technical & Commercial) Loss Reduction
Energy Theft Detection
Prediction of DT (Distribution Transformer) Failure
Asset Inspection
Vegetation Management
Consumer Experience Enhancement
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RE (Renewable Energy) Integration
Power Purchase Optimization
Competition Model:
Powerthon-2022 may be a hackathon competition.
Technology Solution Providers (TSPs), educational institutions, start-ups,
research institutes, state power utilities, equipment manufacturers, and other
state and central power sector entities would be briefed on current challenges
and problem statements in the power distribution sector.
They would be invited to participate and showcase their technology-driven
solutions for solving those problems.
Participants will be tasked to seek out innovative solutions supported by
advanced emerging technologies like AI/ML, IoT, Blockchain, VR/AR, etc.,
under 9 themes.
These themes are identified after discussions & consultations with 14
DISCOMs from 9 states.
Expert Group and Technical Committee Creation:
Under the competition, the ministry would create an Expert Group and a
Technical Committee for overall evaluation of Proof of concept (POC) and
selection of TSP.
For every Problem statement, 4-5 TSPS will be shortlisted on the idea of
their Proof of Concept (POC).
Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS)
The Powerthon-2022 competition is being launched according to the
Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS), which the Ministry of
Power introduced.
RDSS may be a Reform-based and Result-linked Scheme, had been
launched to reduce AT&C losses to 12-15%, eliminating the ACOS-ARR
gap by 2024-25, and improving the standard & reliability of power supply
for building a solid power sector.

Operation AAHT
The Railway Protection Force, RPF, has launched Operation AAHT to curb human
trafficking. It'll mainly specialize in trains that are originating from border
countries.
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Highlights:
The operation is held under the Ministry of Railways. (RPF acts under
railways ministry). Under the operation, RPF will deploy Special Forces in
long-distance trains.
The operation will mainly specialize in rescuing women and youngsters
from the traffickers. The operation is to be implemented in every train
operated by the Indian Railways.
The Indian Railways operates 21,000 trains altogether consistent with RPF;
railways are the most reliable mode of transportation for the traffickers.
Between 2017 and 2021, the RPF rescued two thousand women from the
clutches of the traffickers.
According to National Crime Records Bureau, 2,200 new trafficking cases
are filed per annum.
In 2011, the GoI ratified the UNTOC. UNTOC is United Nations
Conventions against Transnational Organised Crime.
The UNTOC protocol includes prevention, suppression, and punishing
human trafficking.
Operation Conducted By:
Under the operation, the RPF will collect, collate and analyze clues. The
knowledge of routes, victims, sources, destinations, popular trains is
collected.
The RPF will utilize its full intelligence within the operation. The small print
collected will be shared with the opposite law enforcing agencies.
The RPF will assist the local police and act as a bridge in interstate
operations. The operation will search for digital footprints of human
trafficking.
Cyber cells are to be created. More focus is on trains originating from
Myanmar, Nepal, and Bangladesh.
Need:
Women and youngsters are the primary victims of human trafficking for
sexual exploitation, domestic servitude, and made marriages.
Also, human trafficking occurs for transplant, drug servitude, etc. The
trafficked people are treated like slaves.
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They are also trafficked for working in a circus, begging, illegal adoptions,
show business, etc. The rescued victims are going to be rehabilitated.

Khadi Emporium Cancelled By KVIC
Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has canceled the "Khadi
Certification" of its oldest Khadi Institution named Mumbai Khadi & Village
Industries Association.
Highlights:
Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has canceled the "Khadi
Certification" of its oldest Khadi Institution named Mumbai Khadi &
Village Industries Association (MKVIA).
This MKVIA has been running the favored "Khadi Emporium" at
Metropolitan Insurance House, Mumbai, since 1954.
KVIC has canceled the license of MKVIA because the latter had started
selling fake Khadi products, which was against the "zero-tolerance" policy
of KVIC against the sale of spurious/non-Khadi products.
Reason:
The action came after KVIC found that the said Khadi Emporium at D.N.
Road was selling non-Khadi products within the guise of genuine Khadi.
During a routine inspection, KVIC officials collected samples from the
Emporium that were non-Khadi products.
KVIC issued a legal notice to MKVIA for defying the norms of the "Khadi
Certificate" and "Khadi Mark Certificate" issued by the Commission.
With the cancellation of the registration, Khadi Emporium ceases to be an
authentic Khadi Outlet and is no longer permitted to sell Khadi products
from the Emporium.
KVIC is additionally contemplating action against the MKVIA for criminal
breach of trust and cheating the general public by misusing the credibility
and recognition of the brand name Khadi.
KVIC:
KVIC was Founded in 1956, with its headquarters in Mumbai.
KVIC Chairperson is Vinai Kumar Saxena, and the Parent agency is the
Ministry of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises.
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India Press Freedom Report 2021
The India Press Freedom Report, 2021, was recently released by the Rights and
Risks Analysis Group.
Highlights:
The Rights and Risks Analysis Group recently released the India Press
Freedom Report 2021. Consistent with the report, 13 media houses and
newspapers were targeted, 108 journalists were attacked, and 6 were killed.
Jammu and Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Tripura topped
the States and Union Territories list where journalists and media houses
were targeted in 2021.
Twenty-four journalists were attacked physically, obstructed, threatened,
and harassed for doing their work. Public officials made these attacks.
This includes police attacks also. Seventeen of those attacks were police
attacks. 44 FIRs were registered against journalists in 2021. Of this, 21 were
registered under Section 153 of IPC.
The highest number of journalists or media organizations targeted was in
J&K (25), followed by Uttar Pradesh (23), Madhya Pradesh (16), Tripura
(15), Delhi (8), Bihar (6), Assam (5), Haryana and Maharashtra (4 each),
Goa and Manipur (3 each), Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal (2
each), and Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Kerala (1 each)," the report
stated.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
ATLAS Funded By NASA
The NASA-funded Asteroid Terrestrial-impact Last Alert System (ATLAS)
becomes the first survey to monitor the entire dark sky every 24 hours for nearEarth objects (NEOs).
Highlights:
ATLAS is an asteroid detecting system that is cutting-edge. The University
of Hawai'i (UH) Institute for Astronomy (IFA) manages it for NASA's
Planetary Defense Coordination Office (PDCO).
With the installation of two more observatories in Chile and South Africa,
ATLAS has expanded its coverage to the southern hemisphere. There are
now four telescopes on the site.
On Haleakala and Maunaloa in Hawai'i, it already possesses two northernhemisphere telescopes.
Every 24 hours, ATLAS can now search the whole dark sky. As a result, it
has become a valuable asset in NASA's ongoing search for, tracking, and
monitoring of NEOs.
UH IfA developed the first two ATLAS telescopes in Hawai'i. It was created
thanks to a NASA grant from the Near-Earth Objects Observations Program
in 2013. These telescopes are now part of NASA's PDCO program. In 2017,
the two Haleakala and Maunaloa facilities were completely operational.
Discoveries
Over 700 near-Earth asteroids and 66 comets have been found so far using
the ATLAS system.
It also discovered two minor asteroids, 2019 MO and 2018 LA, which
collided with Earth. ATLAS was created specifically to detect things
approaching Earth from a great distance.
The South African company ATLAS-Sutherland just identified its first
NEO, 2022 BK. A 100-meter asteroid named 2022 BK presents no threat to
Earth.
DART:
Double Asteroid Redirection Test is the world's first full-scale mission to

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 7 - February 13, 2022)

test a device that could protect Earth from asteroid collisions.
It was launched on a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from the Space Force Base in
California on November 24, 2021.
DART was launched to deflect a known asteroid, causing the asteroid's
motion to be significantly altered.
A planetary defense organization is PDCO, Planetary Defense Coordination
Office. It was founded in January 2016 as part of NASA's Science Mission
Directorate's Planetary Science Division.

COVID-19 DNA Vaccine Administered In India For The First Time
India has become the primary country to administer a DNA vaccine against
COVID-19.
Highlights:
India has become the primary country to administer a DNA vaccine against
COVID-19.
The ZyCoV-D is the World's first plasmid DNA vaccine has been produced
by Ahmedabad-based vaccine manufacturer Zydus Cadila, and it was
administered for the primary time in Patna.
It's an accessible and Needleless vaccine given at 28 days and 56 days
intervals.
It's the second India-made vaccine to urge emergency authorization in India
after Bharat Biotech's Covaxin.
The Indian government approved emergency use authorization for Zydus
Cadila's DNA vaccine earlier this year, citing initial results from phase III
clinical trial clinical trials that showed approximately 66 percent efficacy for
symptomatic cases.

ISRO Demonstrated Quantum Communication
Scientists from the Ahmedabad-based Space Applications Centre and Physical lab
recently demonstrated Quantum Entanglement during a breakthrough towards
satellite-based quantum communication.
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Highlights:
Scientists conducted hack-proof communication between two places using
real-time Quantum Key Distribution (QKD).
These places were separated by 300 meters.
Quantum Communication is one of the securest ways to attach two places
with high quantum and code cryptography levels, which an external entity
can't decrypt or break.
If any hacker tries to crack a message in quantum communication, it changes
its form in a way that might alert the sender.
Atmospheric Channel Creation
During the demonstration, scientists created an atmospheric channel on the
ground during a bid to enable sharing of quantum-secure text, quantumassisted two-way video calling, and image transmission.
During this, various images were encrypted using a generated quantum key.
These images were transmitted over a classical channel from one building to
another. They were decrypted in real-time at receiving terminal.
How was this achieved?
This feat was achieved as scientists developed several critical technologies
like BBM92 protocol implementation, robust & high brightness entangled
photon source (EPS), polarization compensation technique, NavIC enabled
synchronization, etc.
The cryptographic application software suite with integrated quantum
security was also developed and demonstrated for text, video, and image
encryption or decryption.
Quantum Key Distribution (QKD)
QKD is the technology behind Quantum Communication technology. It
ensures absolute data security by using the principles of quantum physics.
These crypto-systems are used for data encryption, and they believe in the
complexity of mathematical algorithms.

Giant Magnellan Telescope Under Construction
The Giant Magnellan Telescope is under construction. It'll have resolving powers
ten times the Hubble Space Telescope.
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Highlights:
Giant Magnellan Telescope is an enormous telescope. The aperture of the
first mirror is between 20 meters and 100 meters. It'll hold seven primary
mirror segments. Each segment is 8.4 meters in diameter.
These segments will observe in near-infrared and optical light. The
collecting area of the telescope is going to be 368 square meters.
The seven mirrors within the telescope are the planet's most oversized
mirrors. One mirror is placed within the center and 6 other mirrors around it.
The telescope is to urge Alt-Azimuth design. During this design, two axes
are provided for support. One is vertical, and therefore the other is
horizontal.
If the horizontal axis is rotated, the angle of elevation of the pointing
direction varies. If the vertical axis is rotated, the compass bearing or the
azimuth of the pointing direction varies.
The project is the US led. The partners are Brazil, Australia, and South
Korea.
Chile is the host country. WSP, a Canadian company, was awarded the
telescope contract in 2018.
Where Is It Located?
The telescope is to be located in Las Campanas Observatory, Chile. Las
Campanas also holds magnellan telescopes.
The telescopes are named after Ferdinand Magnellan, a 16th-century
Portuguese explorer. Magnellan was the primary person to circumnavigate
the world.
The telescopes are located within the Atacama Desert. The region is a
smaller amount suffering from pollution and light pollution and thus is best
fitted to future astronomical observations.
Giant Magnellan Telescope Size
The size of the telescopes is measured in terms of aperture diameter. The
aperture diameter is the maximum diameter of the sunshine beam, which
will undergo an optical system.
The planet most giant telescopes and their aperture diameters are as follows
Thirty Meter Telescope: 30 meters
Giant Magnellan Telescope: 24.5 meters
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Keck Telescope: 10 meters
Gran Telescopio Canarias: 10.4 meters
Very Large Telescope: 8.2 meters

ISRO Demonstrated Quantum Communication
Scientists from the Ahmedabad-based Space Applications Centre and Physical lab
recently demonstrated Quantum Entanglement during a breakthrough towards
satellite-based quantum communication.
Highlights:
Scientists conducted hack-proof communication between two places using
real-time Quantum Key Distribution (QKD).
These places were separated by 300 meters.
Quantum Communication is one of the securest ways to attach two places
with high quantum and code cryptography levels, which an external entity
can't decrypt or break.
If any hacker tries to crack a message in quantum communication, it changes
its form in a way that might alert the sender.
Atmospheric Channel Creation
During the demonstration, scientists created an atmospheric channel on the
ground during a bid to enable sharing of quantum-secure text, quantumassisted two-way video calling, and image transmission.
During this, various images were encrypted using a generated quantum key.
These images were transmitted over a classical channel from one building to
another. They were decrypted in real-time at receiving terminal.
How was this achieved?
This feat was achieved as scientists developed several critical technologies
like BBM92 protocol implementation, robust & high brightness entangled
photon source (EPS), polarization compensation technique, NavIC enabled
synchronization, etc.
The cryptographic application software suite with integrated quantum
security was also developed and demonstrated for text, video, and image
encryption or decryption.
Quantum Key Distribution (QKD)
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QKD is the technology behind Quantum Communication technology. It
ensures absolute data security by using the principles of quantum physics.
These crypto-systems are used for data encryption, and they believe in the
complexity of mathematical algorithms.
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ENVIRONMENT
India's First OECM Site Is Aravalli Biodiversity Park
The Aravalli Biodiversity Park was named the first Other Effective Area-based
Conservation Measures (OECM) site on World Wetlands Day, February 2.
Highlights:
The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) provides the
OECM tag.The OECM sites aren't protected, yet they are rich in
biodiversity, according to the IUCN.
The Aravalli Hills are the country's first OECM site. The National
Biodiversity Authority proposed that Aravallis be designated as the OECM.
Illegal mining has resulted in the loss of 25% of the Aravallis. According to
CAG, there were over 4,00000 incidences of illegal mining. Thirty-one hills
have gone since the 1960s.
OECM:
The OECM areas were established at the 2018 Convention on Biological
Diversity. "OECM is not a protected area," in layman's terms. It is governed
to obtain favorable results.
The objectives are biodiversity protection and focusing on cultural,
socioeconomic, and spiritual values."
Technical Definition is divided into three categories. Auxiliary conservation,
secondary conservation, and primary conservation are the three types of
conservation.
In-situ conservation is provided by ancillary conservation. This includes
freshwater conservation zones and war graves that are protected.
The Active conversation is secondary conservation. Creating conservation
corridors, for example, is secondary conservation.
The term "primary conservation" refers to regions that the government is
unwilling to identify as protected areas.
The ruling powers will be Indigenous peoples, religious groups, or private
landowners.
Aravalli Biodiversity Park:
The park is 390 acres in size. Its vegetation is semi-arid. There are around
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43,000 shrubs, 101,000 trees, and 300 indigenous plant species on the island.
Previously, the park served as a mining site. Environmentalists, biologists,
ecologists, and the local populace worked tirelessly to turn it into a city
forest.
The Aravallis are known as Delhi's green lungs. Leopards, foxes, sambhars,
and jackals are among the animals they protect.
Delhi gets 7.07 percent of its oxygen from the Aravallis. Between both the
desert in the west and the fertile land in the east, the Aravallis act as a
barrier.
The Aravallis block the monsoon clouds from reaching Nainital and Shimla,
bringing rain. The hill serves as a source of groundwater recharge for the
area.

Mount Everest Melting
Scientists recently discovered that the highest glacier on Mount Everest, the world's
highest mountain, is melting quicker.
Highlights:
The South Col glacier has lost 54 meters in thickness during the last 25
years. At the height of 7,906 meters, the South Col glacier may be found.
The glacier is rapidly thinning. Strong winds and rising temperatures are the
two leading climatic causes causing glacier melting.
The ice that had taken 2000 years to develop had melted away between 1990
and 2020. The glacier's snowpack has been degraded.
In certain instances, this has exposed the underlying black ice. This hastens
the melting process.
The mountain's surface is covered in a thick layer of black ice. The mountain
will be exposed to the sun if the black ice melts.
Compared to ice, the mountain maintains more heat for a more extended
period. This will hasten the melting process even further. The climate of the
area is unaffected.
The Himalayan mountains provide drinking water to more than one billion
people. If glaciers melt at a rate similar to the South Col, their ability to
produce water for farming and drinking will dwindle. If the glacier melts
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faster, climbers will have more difficulty.
There will be more bedrock exposed. Compared to the thick ice covering it,
this bedrock is tough to ascend.
According to the report, the melting of Mount Everest's glacier will have
negative climate consequences in India and other Himalayan countries.
It is expected to impact the monsoon significantly, and Avalanches are
expected to become more frequent. More water sources are expected to go
dry.

Leopard Counting Census
Forest department employees rescued a leopard from the Sishugram Red Cross
organisation near IIT Guwahati on February 3, 2022.
Highlights:
After being observed, the leopard will be released into its natural habitat.
Under its divisional competence, the NKF Division has also begun the
process of conducting a leopard counting census.
North Kamrup Forest Division (NKF Division) has begun an exclusive
leopard counting census in Assam's forest and non-forest areas for the first
time.
The leopard counting census has begun in Amingaon, Kamrup district,
where leopards have high densities.
It began on January 31, 2022. Leopards will be counted using the camera
trapping approach.
In the Amingaon area, 50 cameras would be deployed at Sila Reserve Forest,
NIPER, Changsari, AIIMS, and other locations.
Report:
On World Tiger Day in July 2021, the Union Environment Ministry
presented a report titled "Status of Leopards, Co-predators, and
Megaherbivores-2018."
According to the data, the official leopard count in India climbed by 63%
between 2014 and 2018. In India, there were 12,852 leopards in 2018, up
from 7,910 in 2014.
Madhya Pradesh has the most leopards, according to estimates (3,421).
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Karnataka (1,783) and Maharashtra (1,783) are the next two states (1,690).
CA|TS:
In the year 2013, CA|TS made its debut. It is a tool for tiger range country
accreditation that has been agreed upon by a global coalition of tiger range
countries (TRCs).
It was created by experts in tigers and protected areas. CA|TS enables tiger
conservation sites to assess whether their management will result in
successful tiger conservation.
In India, 14 tiger reserves have been awarded the Global Conservation
Assured | Tiger Standards (CA|TS) certification.
Manas, Kaziranga and Orang Tiger Reserves in Assam.
Satpura, Kanha and Panna Tiger Reserves in Madhya Pradesh.
Pench Tiger Reserves in Maharashtra.
Valmiki Tiger Reserve in Bihar.
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve in Uttar Pradesh.
Sunderbans Tiger Reserve in West Bengal.
Parambikulam Tiger Reserve in Kerala.
Bandipur Tiger Reserve of Karnataka.
Mudumalai and Anamalai Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu.

New Gecko Species Discovered In Western Ghats
In Kerala's the Western Ghats, a team of researchers recently found a new gecko
species. Hemidactylus easai is the scientific name for the species.
Highlights:
P S Easa, the Kerala Forest and Research Institute director, was honored
with the species' name. The species was discovered in the forest's drier areas.
From snout to vent, it measured 105 millimeters.
The species has a light brown color to it. It was discovered near a human
settlement. There are about 180 different species of geckos on the planet.
India has 48, and Thirty of the 48 are in Kerala. Geckos do not pose a threat
to human life. They play a crucial role in insect control.
Geckos:
Geckos are lizards that can be found throughout the world save Antarctica.
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They can be found primarily in warm climates around the world.
The vocalization of geckos sets them apart from other lizards. They
communicate with each other through chirping and clicking sounds.
When they are threatened or scared, they hiss. The word "gecko" comes
from the Indonesian language.
It is a recreation of the species' sound. The majority of geckos don't have
eyelids. As a result, they are unable to blink.
They lick their eyes to remove dirt. Geckos are nocturnal, meaning they only
come out at night. In the dim light, their vision is 350 times that of humans.
Every two to four weeks, geckos shed their skin. The majority of geckos
have sticky toe pads. They have a large number of teeth.
They have a large number of teeth. They are polyphyodont, which means
their teeth are replaced every three months.
Ectothermic organisms have lower internal heat. They use the heat from the
atmosphere to carry out their metabolic functions.
Geckos rely on ambient heat for eating, movement, reproduction, and other
essential tasks.

Sariska Tiger Reserve Sees A Rise In Tigers
Sariska Tiger Reserve's habitat management program began in June 2020. This has
increased the number of tigers in the area.
Highlights:
The number of tigers in reserve has risen to 25. Water holes and grasslands
were created as part of habitat management.
For tourists, new paths have been opened. The paths were established in the
tiger reserve's buffer zone. It's close to Alwar.
As part of its corporate social responsibility spending, a private company
delivers needed goods and resources.
Earthen bunds, water holes, and meadows have been built using CSR
funding in ten different areas.
Sariska Tiger Reserve is situated in Rajasthan's Alwar district. In 1978, it
was designated as a tiger reserve.
The forest receives roughly 700 millimeters of rain every year.
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Tigers from Ranthambore National Park were transferred in 2008. The tigers
of Ranthambore are on the verge of extinction.
According to the National Tiger Conservation Authority, Ranthambore is the
only source of tigers in the Ranthambore Mukundara Kuno Shivpuri
Madhav terrain.
Tigers Extinct In Ranthambore National Park
As the tigers are inbred in this area, the tigers' health declines generation
after generation.
Purging is also causing the tigers to decline. Harmful genes are circulating
among the inbred population, and their fitness suffers due to this.
According to the Forest Survey of India, the Ranthambore Tiger Reserve's
forest cover has declined. The tiger reserve's total size has shrunk by 44.57
square kilometers.
The woodlands have been removed to make way for farmland. Breeding
closely related animals for several generations is known as inbreeding.
Individuals who are closely linked by common ancestry can mate here.

New Species Of Spider And Millipede In Kerala
Researchers from Christ College, Irinjalakuda's Department of Zoology, identified
a new spider species in the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary and a new millipede
species on the University of Calicut's Tenhipalam campus.
Highlights:
Carrhotus tholpettyensis is a new species of spider discovered from the
moist deciduous forest of the Tholpetty range of wildlife sanctuary in the
Western Ghats.
It's a nocturnal jumping spider, which retreats to cover under leaves during
daytime. It comes out only during already dark for feeding. As of now, 287
species of jumping spiders are reported from India.
Characteristics
The length of its female is 6 mm while that of the male is 5 mm. Dark
bodies of both male and feminine sport have scattered white spots and
marks.
They need white crescent marks on the head and abdomen in males and
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females. Orange scales are present across the eyes.
Species of Spider has been named after forest range Tholpetty, from
where it had been collected.
Millipede
The researchers also discovered a replacement species of millipede from
the campus of Calicut University. This new species has been named
Delarthrum anomalans.
It belongs to the family Paradoxosomatidae. The length of male species
ranges up to 17 mm, while in females, it's up to 15mm.
It's a glossy dark body and light-yellow colored ventral side. The body
comprises 20 segments with 52 legs.
They live under leaf litter.
They hide beneath the soil during the dry period and resurface only
during the wet season. To date, 275 species of millipedes are reported
from India.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Karnataka Rajyotsava Awards 2022
The Karnataka Government won't accept applications for Rajyotsava Awards from
2023. Instead, a panel is to be found to settle on the eligible candidates.
Highlights:
The government is following in the footsteps of the central government. The
central government chooses the Padma awardees by itself.
No applications are received from the candidates. The award is additionally
called Rajyotsava Prahasti.
It's the second-highest civilian award within the state presented on
November 1. The award carries one lakh rupees and a trophy (20 grams).
Between 1966 and 1972, it had been called the Mysore State Award.
The awards are presented to distinguished individuals in drugs, sports,
science, arts, industry, education, public affairs, welfare work.
Why November 1?
Because November 1 is the Statehood Day of Karnataka. Per annum,
Karnataka celebrates Rayotsava Day on November 1.
The state was formed on November 1, 1956. Before 1956, the state was
called the State of Mysuru. The name was changed to Karnataka in 1973.
Karnataka was created on the idea of language. The opposite states created
on November 1 were Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Haryana,
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh.
Padma Awardees selection
The Padma awardee names are announced during the republic day
celebrations. The President of India presents the awards at Rashtrapathi
Bhavan.
These awards are presented within March or April. The Padma Awards
Committee selects the awardees.
The Prime Minister constitutes the committee. The three Padma awards
presented are Padma Bhushan, Padma Vibhushan, and Padma Shri.
The Padma Shri is presented for distinguished service. The Padma Bhushan
is presented for distinguished service of a high order.
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The Padma Vibhushan is presented for exceptional and distinguished
service. Government servants aren't eligible to urge these awards.

Karnataka Rajyotsava Awards 2022
The Karnataka Government won't accept applications for Rajyotsava Awards from
2023. Instead, a panel is to be found to settle on the eligible candidates.
Highlights:
The government is following in the footsteps of the central government. The
central government chooses the Padma awardees by itself.
No applications are received from the candidates. The award is additionally
called Rajyotsava Prahasti.
It's the second-highest civilian award within the state presented on
November 1. The award carries one lakh rupees and a trophy (20 grams).
Between 1966 and 1972, it had been called the Mysore State Award.
The awards are presented to distinguished individuals in drugs, sports,
science, arts, industry, education, public affairs, welfare work.
Why November 1?
Because November 1 is the Statehood Day of Karnataka. Per annum,
Karnataka celebrates Rayotsava Day on November 1.
The state was formed on November 1, 1956. Before 1956, the state was
called the State of Mysuru. The name was changed to Karnataka in 1973.
Karnataka was created on the idea of language. The opposite states created
on November 1 were Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Haryana,
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh.
Padma Awardees selection
The Padma awardee names are announced during the republic day
celebrations. The President of India presents the awards at Rashtrapathi
Bhavan.
These awards are presented within March or April. The Padma Awards
Committee selects the awardees.
The Prime Minister constitutes the committee. The three Padma awards
presented are Padma Bhushan, Padma Vibhushan,, and Padma Shri.
The Padma Shri is presented for distinguished service. The Padma Bhushan
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is presented for distinguished service of a high order.
The Padma Vibhushan is presented for exceptional and distinguished
service. Government servants aren't eligible to urge these awards.
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SPORTS
Olympics 2028 New Events
Los Angeles will host the 2028 Olympics. This will happen after the 2024 Olympic
Games, held in Paris.
Highlights:
Tokyo hosted the 2022 Olympic Games. All of the summer Olympics, the
main ones, are listed here. The Winter Olympics are currently taking place
in China.
The International Olympic Committee chooses which sports will compete at
the Olympics. According to the organizing committee, the Los Angeles
Olympics will feature 28 Olympic and 24 Paralympic sports.
Surfing, climbing, and skateboarding are among the sports included in the
2028 Olympics. These are relatively new sports.
They will debut at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. Weightlifting, boxing, and the
modern pentathlon have all been omitted from the list.
These sports were deleted due to disagreements between the International
Olympic Committee and the sports' governing bodies,
AIBA (International Boxing Association),
IWF (International Weightlifting Federation),
UIP (Union Internationale de Pentathlon Moderne)
Other Sports:
Aquatics: Swimming, Diving, Water Polo
Archery, athletics, basketball, badminton, canoeing, cycling, equestrian,
fencing, handball, gymnastics, golf, football, hockey, judo, rowing, rugby,
table tennis, shooting, skateboarding, taekwondo, tennis, triathlon,
volleyball, wrestling.
The 2028 Los Angeles Olympics:
The Summer Olympics are being held in the United States for the first time
since 1996. The previous winter Olympics were held in 2002.
Los Angeles is hosting the Olympics for the third time. London and Paris are
the only two cities that have hosted the Olympics three times.
Olympics were held in London in 1908, 1948, and 2012. In 1900 and 1924,
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the Olympics were held in Paris. It will take place in 2024.
It is the ninth Olympic Games in the United States and the fourth in
California.

ICC World Cup 2022 U-19
On February 5, 2022, India won the ICC U-19 World Cup final against England by
four wickets at Sir Vivian Richards Stadium in Antigua.
Highlights:
The victory gave India a record-tying sixth U-19 title. In 47.4 overs, the ICC
U-19 Indian team chased down a target of 190 runs and reached 195 for six.
Nishant Sindhu helped India win the match with 50 runs off 54 balls with
undefeated match-winning innings.
Shaik Rasheed also played an important role for India, scoring 50 runs off
84 balls.
Joshua Boyden, Thomas Aspinwall, and James Sales led England's bowling
attack, who each took two wickets.
Antigua, Saint Kitts, Guyana, and Trinidad hosted matches. Antigua's Sir
Vivian Richards Stadium hosted the final match.
New Zealand withdrew from the event due to rigorous quarantine
requirements for minors upon returning home. Scotland was chosen to take
their position.
After defeating Afghanistan by 15 runs in the first Super League semi-final
match, England became the first team to reach the tournament's final.
For the first time since winning the event in South Africa in 1998, England
reached the final. India defeated Australia by 96 runs in the second semifinal.
ICC World Cup 2022 U-19
It was an international limited-overs cricket competition staged in the West
Indies in January and February 2022.
The game featured 16 teams. The Under-19 Cricket World Cup was held for
the fourteenth time. It was the first event to be staged in the Caribbean. The
reigning champions were Bangladesh.
In March 2021, Cricket West Indies announced that the format would be the
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same as previous seasons, with teams vying to advance to the event's Plate
and Super League stages. The ICC has finalized the tournament's full
schedule for November 2021.

Suranga Lakmal, Sri Lankan Fast Bowler Retires
Veteran Sri Lankan fast bowler Suranga Lakmal has announced to retire from
international cricket.
Highlights:
Veteran Sri Lankan fast bowler Suranga Lakmal has announced to retire
from international cricket after Sri Lanka's upcoming tour of India.
After retirement, the 34-year-old right-arm fast bowler and right-handed
batsman aim to hitch English county club Derbyshire.
The Derbyshire County Cricket Club has signed up Lakmal on a two-year
contract.
Lakmal has represented Sri Lanka in 165 international matches across
formats in his international career spanning over 12 years.
He started his cricket life in Debarawewa National School, Tissamaharama.
He was first included within the national squad for the tour of Pakistan in
2008-2009. He was reported to possess been injured within the attack on the
Sri Lankan team by Pakistani terrorists.
He had to hold the so-called 'foreign objects' in his body during his playing
career with the advice of the doctors to continue his cricketing career
aftermath of the 2009 Lahore attacks where he was severely injured.
He currently plays for the Tamil Union Cricket and Athletic Club0. He was
a crucial member of the 2014 ICC World Twenty20 winning team.
On February 2, 2022, Lakmal announced that he would retire from all sorts
of international cricket following Sri Lanka's tour of India.

AFC Women's Asian Cup India 2022 Football Won By China
China wins AFC Women's Asian Cup India 2022 Football Tournament.
Highlights:
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China PR (People's Republic) defeated South Korea (Korea Republic), 3-2,
to win the AFC Women's Asian Cup India 2022 final title at the D.Y. Patil
Stadium in Navi Mumbai.
China won the record-extending 9th AFC Women's Asian Cup title.
India is hosting the 20th edition of the football AFC Women's Asian Cup
India 2022 from January 20, 2022, to February 6, 2022.
For the primary time within the competition, the ultimate tournament was
expanded from eight teams to 12.
It is the ultimate stage of Asian qualification for the 2023 FIFA Women's
World Cup in Australia and New Zealand, during which Australia already
qualified automatically as a co-host.
Five teams will qualify directly for the planet Cup via the knockout stage
(including play-offs for a fifth-place or possibly sixth place), and two more
teams will advance to the inter-confederation play-offs.
Japan is the two-time defending champions but was eliminated within the
semi-finals by China PR on a penalty shoot-out.
China PR went on to win the title, their ninth title in total, by defeating
South Korea 32 within the final.
China is now qualifying for the 2023 FIFA Women's World Cup in Australia
and New Zealand.
Awards:
Most Valuable Player: Wang Shanshan (China)
Top Scorer: Sam Kerr (7 goals) (Australia)
Best goalkeeper: Zhu Yu (China)
Fairplay Award: South Korea

India Plays 1000th ODI match
On February 6, 2022, India played its thousandth ODI match. ODI means, at some
point, International. The match was played against West Indies.
Highlights:
Indian team played the match under the captainship of Rohit Sharma. And
India won the match.
The Indian Cricket team is the first to finish 1000 ODI matches. The team
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has thus far won two ODI World Cups and one T20 world cup.
The team has won 519 ODI matches out of the 1000 matches. Nine matches
led to ties, and 41 matches ended without results.
After India, the Australian team has played the second-highest number of
matches.
The Australian team has played 958 at some point international matches.
Following Australia, Pakistan has played 936 ODI matches. England is
within the seventh position. The team had played 761 matches.
ODI
The ODI matches are played among full-time members of the International
Cricket Council.
ODI is LIST A cricket. List-A cricket may be a sort of cricket with a limited
number of overs. The opposite sorts of cricket are first-class cricket and
twenty20 cricket.
Indian Cricket Team:
The Indian men's cricket team is additionally called Men in Blue or Team
India. The Board of Control governs it for Cricket in India.
Currently, Rahul Dravid is the coach of the Indian cricket team. India may
be a full-time member of ICC since 1926.
The team is ranked third in the test series, fourth in ODI, and second in T20.
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OBITUARY
Famous Singer Lata Mangeshkar Passed Away
Lata Mangeshkar, a legendary singer, died at the age of 92.
Highlights:
Lata Mangeshkar, the legendary vocalist, died at the age of 92 after suffering
from multi-organ failure.
After being diagnosed with pneumonia and testing positive for the
coronavirus disease in January, the Bharat Ratna awardee was hospitalized.
Her three sisters, Usha Mangeshkar, Asha Bhosle, and Meena Khadikar, as
well as her brother, Hridaynath Mangeshkar, survive her.
She began her singing career in 1942 and has never looked back. She
recorded over 36 Indian and foreign languages, totaling over a thousand
songs.
Aye Mere Watan Ke Logo, Lag Jaa Gale, Yeh Kahan Aage Hain Hum, and
Pyar Kiya To Darna Kya are just a few of the songs she offered us.
Lata Mangeshkar received the Dadasaheb Phalke Award in 1990 for her
exciting and colorful life, which included many milestones.
She was also awarded the Padma Bhushan in 1969 and the Bharat Ratna in
2001 for her contributions to Indian music.
Madan Mohan, SD Burman, RD Burman, Shankar-Jaikishan, LaxmikantPyarelal, and OP Nayyar are just a few of the music directors she worked
with.
She has also contributed her voice to a number of female celebrities,
including Sridevi, Nargis, Waheeda Rehman, Madhuri Dixit, Kajol, Preity
Zinta, and others

Former President Of Greece Passed Away
The Former President of Greece, Christos Sartzetakis, passed away 92 0n February
3.
Highlights:
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Former Greek President Christos Sartzetakis died in Athens, Greece, from
respiratory failure at the age of 92.
During the Colonels' Rule of 1967-1974, he was a Greek jurist and Supreme
Court judge who stood up to the militants.
After being nominated by the socialist PASOK party, he served as President
of Greece for four years, from 1985 to 1990.
Christos Sartzetakis
Sartzetakis was born on April 6, 1929, in Neapoli, Thessaloniki. His father, a
Cretan born in Kandanos, Chania, was a Gendarmerie officer.
He met his mother, and his mother, a Greek Macedonian born in Sklithro,
Florina, were both Cretans.
He enrolled in the University of Thessaloniki's Law Faculty in 1946 and
graduated in 1950, after which he practiced law in Thessaloniki.
After passing the bar exams, he was granted his license to practice law in
1954.

Veteran BJP Leader, C Janga Reddy, Passed Away
Veteran Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Chandupatla Janga Reddy has given up
the ghost in Hyderabad following health issues.
Highlights:
Veteran Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Chandupatla Janga Reddy has
given up the ghost in Hyderabad following health issues.
He was a native of Warangal and a former MLA in Andhra Pradesh.
He's best known for his time as a Member of Parliament within the 8th Lok
Sabha in 1984, marking the BJP's debut within the Lok Sabha, following
Indira Gandhi's assassination.
Reddy was one among the sole two BJP MPs who got elected to the Lok
Sabha in 1984 in 543 Parliament constituencies. The opposite was A K
Patel.
He was elected to the legislature in undivided Andhra Pradesh thrice.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
African Union Summit Highlights
The 35th African Union summit was held at Addis Ababa in Ethiopia. Security and
pandemic got top priority at the summit.
Highlights:
The countries discussed the unavailability of COVID vaccines to several
African countries.
Lately, African Union has faced institutional failures due to insurgencies and
coups. This fact was widely agreed upon by many of the members.
All the six recent military coups were discussed. The summit announced that
only 11% of Africans are fully vaccinated.
Palestine wanted the African Union to withdraw the observer status of Israel.
Strengthening Resilience in Nutrition and Food Security on the African
continent is the Theme For 2022.
Strengthening agro-food systems, health, and social protection systems to
accelerate human, economic, and social capital development
Tigray crisis
The Ethiopian Prime Minister Abhiy Ahmed addressed the summit. He
announced to finish the conflict with Tigrayan rebels.
The Tigray People Liberation Front was a party. It had been a neighborhood
of the coalition government that ended the military dictatorship in 1991.
The TPLF leader became the president of Ethiopia in 1991. Later in 1995, he
became the primary PM of Ethiopia.
The coalition government is named EPRDF Ethiopian People Revolutionary
Democratic Front. In 2018, the EPRDF chose Abhiy because of the PM.
Abhay was a secret military agent.
Since then, the TPLF has been fighting against the govt. The TPLF threatens
to fight a regional war within the Horn of Africa.
The Horn of Africa houses Ethiopia, Djibouti, Somalia, and Eritrea. The
interior political crisis of Ethiopia affects other African countries also.
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SCHEMES
Paray Shikshalaya
The classroom at Paray Shikshalaya is an open one. The West Bengal government
will be the one to launch it.
Highlights:
The Paray Shikshalaya has been established for pupils in pre-primary and
primary school.
Elementary education will be provided to pupils in classes 1 through 5 under
the system. The classes will take place on the ground.
Extracurricular activities would be promoted and supported among the
pupils. Meals will be served in the middle of the day.
According to NITI Aayog, the primary school dropout rate was 6.61 percent
in 2010-11. In addition, since COVID, the number of pupils attending school
has declined across India. West Bengal's rural areas are yet to obtain internet
access. The open room classroom is the ideal technique to bring in primary
school children in this situation.
It is reasonably priced. The state administration has already taken out loans
from the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund to carry out its
plan.
Education In West Bengal:
The state's key education programs are the National Program for Girls'
Elementary Education, the National Program of Nutritional Support to
Primary Education, and the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan.
These three programs were largely responsible for the growth in literacy
rates.
In the state, there are more than 33 universities. There are also over 500
degree-granting institutions.
The state is one of India's most prominent educational centers. 7 colleges in
the state were listed in the top hundred by the National Institute Ranking
Framework.
In addition, five of the state's universities were ranked first.
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Indian Footwear and Leather Development Program Continued
The Ministry of Commerce recently announced that the Indian Footwear and
Leather Development Program (IFLDP) will continue from 2021-22 till 2026.
Highlights:
The program is to be implemented for Rs 1,700 crores. IFLDP will develop
infrastructure for the leather sector.
It'll facilitate additional investment and increase the assembly of leather
goods. The program will provide employment opportunities.
The program will provide Rs 500 crores of monetary for technological upgradation. The sectoral units shall use this amount for their modernization.
Also, the program will provide Rs 100 crores of monetary assistance for
developing design studios.
They're going to facilitate buyer-seller meet, promote export linkages,
organize trade fairs, and display the designs to the international buyers.
Overall, the studios will interface between the buyers and sellers.
The program will help India achieve many of its sustainable development
goals. It'll also help reduce poverty, increase the economic process, promote
gender equality, infrastructural development, etc.
Sub Schemes:
Establishment of institutional facilities
Sustainable technology and environmental promotion
Establishment of institutional facilities
Brand promotion
Mega Leather Footwear and accessories cluster development
Development of design studios
Need:
The leather manufacturing clusters are fragmented. They're located in
various parts of the country.
It's greatly affected thanks to poverty faced by the producers and gender
inequality. Also, India lacks sector-specific skills and education.
Not many are conscious of the leather-making processes and techniques.
People that are already in the business lack technical skills. The program
will address these issues.
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Financial Plan:
The Government of India will provide 50% financial assistance, and they
help limit is fixed at Rs 10 crores. Every brand will get this assistance.
The financial assistance is to be provided for 3 years. This is often to market
the Indian brands at the international market.

IMI 4.0
Union Health Minister, Mansukh Mandaviya, established the Intensified Mission
Indradhanush (IMI) 4.0 virtually on February 7, 2022.
Highlights:
India is running the most necessary inoculation drive globally, during which
quite 3 crore pregnant women and a couple of .6 crore children are covered
through Universal Immunization Program yearly.
The IMI 4.0 will have 3rounds, and it'll be conducted across 416 districts, 33
states, and UTs. It includes 75 districts identified for Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav.
On this occasion, IMI 4.0 portal was also established.
Minister also published the "Operational Guidelines for IMI 4.0
Strengthening Immunization in Urban Areas-A framework for Action." it's a
handbook for "Mahila Arogya Samiti on Urban Immunization."
Significance:
This program will immensely contribute to filling the gaps and making
lasting gains for universal immunization.
It will ensure that Routine Immunization (RI) services reach unvaccinated
and partially vaccinated children & pregnant women.
Round 1 & 2 Of The Program:
The first round of IMI 4.0 will be implemented from February 2022 to April
2022. within the first round, 11 States will conduct IMI 4.0.
The Second Round of IMI 4.0 will be implemented from April 2022 to May
2022 across 22 States.
Indradhanush:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated Mission Indradhanush in
December 2014, intending to accelerate full immunization coverage.
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It was launched to cover partially and unvaccinated children and pregnant
women in pockets of high-risk, hard-to-reach, and low immunization
coverage areas.
This mission was focused on protecting them from vaccine-preventable
diseases.
This mission was also identified with the flagship schemes under Gram
Swaraj Abhiyan and Extended Gram Swaraj Abhiyan.
To date, ten phases of Mission Indradhanush have been completed. Seven
hundred one districts are covered across India.
As of April 2021, 96.8 lakh pregnant women and three .86 children are
vaccinated.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
First Time An Women Vice Chancellor For JNU
Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit was recently appointed as the administrator of Nehru
University (JNU). She is the first woman VC of the university.
Highlights:
The President of India appointed her. Her appointment was recommended by
the prime minister and, therefore, the education ministry.
She may be a politics professor. She is additionally an alumna of JNU and a
doctorate in diplomacy.
Her tenure is for five years. Before becoming the VC of JNU, she was
working as a politics professor at the Savitribai Phule University of
Maharashtra.
She started her career as a professor in Goa in 1988. Then she moved to
Pune University in 1993. She has guided 29 doctorates.
She has been a member of the Indian Council of Science Research and
University Grants Commission (UGC).
Snatishree was constantly criticizing the protests at JNU, a bit like M
Jagadesh Kumar. Jagadesh Kumar was the predecessor of Santishree.
He was recently appointed because the UGC chairman (University Grants
Commission).
New appointments Reason
JNU has always been at the center of politics. The recent UGC chairman and
JNU VC appointments are seen as politicizing factors.
The JNU students form their election committee. The university is the best
place to increase apolitical faces, especially those from rural backgrounds.
It ensures free and fair polling. The campus is within the peak during
October, with organizations like NSUI, ABVP, AISF, SFI, AISA deciding
their candidates.
The politics within the university is free from money and muscle. Also, the
scholars here see the debates as an integral part of politics.
The JNU has a reputation for being a Marxist organization. Recently, rightwing activists have entered the fray.
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On the other hand, students argue that politics at JNU is academic and issuedriven.
AISA spoke out against Operation Green Hunt in 2010. The operation was
launched to end the Naxals in the red corridor.
The AISA even lauded the assassination of 76 CRPF personnel in
Chhattisgarh. Such behavior, particularly among students, should not be
promoted.

New NCERT Director: Professor Dinesh Prasad Saklani
Professor Dinesh Prasad Saklani has been appointed because the new Director of
the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT).
Highlights:
Professor Dinesh Prasad Saklani has been appointed because the new
Director of the National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT).
He has replaced Hrushikesh Senapaty, who finished his term a year ago.
The new Director has been appointed for 5 years with effect from the date of
assumption of charge of the post, or till he attains the age of 65 years, or
until further orders, whichever is earlier.
Professor Dinesh Prasad Saklani:
Professor Saklani was awarded Distinguished Academy Award by Punjab
Kala and Sahitya Academy, Jalandhar for Historical writing in 2005.
The new Director may be a member of the tutorial Council of Uttarakhand
Open University, Haldwani.
Professor Saklani is also a life member within the Indian History Congress,
Uttarakhand History and Culture Association, and Book Club IIAS Shimla.
NCERT Headquarters was founded in New Delhi by the Government of
India in 1961.

The New Chairman of UGC Is M Jagadesh Kumar
The Ministry of Education recently appointed Mr. M Jagadesh Kumar because the
new chairman of UGC. Jagadesh was serving at Nehru University as an
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administrator.
Highlights:
The appointment has been made for 5 years or until he attains 65, whichever
is earlier. Before Jagadesh, Professor D P Singh served because of UGC
chairman. He turned 65 and retired from office.
Jagadesh will play a severe role in implementing the National Education
Policy within the coming years.
Jagadesh appointment comes when the Union Government is facing troubles
in forming the upper Education Commission.
The commission subsumes bodies like AICTE (All India Council for
Technical Education) and UGC.
Jagadesh Kumar:
He was appointed because of the administrator of Nehru University by the
previous President, Pranab Mukherjee. He's an alumnus of IIT Madras.
He did his Ph.D. in IIT Madras and post-doctoral research at Waterloo
University, Canada. He's from Telangana.
He served as a professor at the Electrical Department of IIT Delhi.
The Jawaharlal University students raised slogans marking the event of
hanging Afzal Guru. Afzal Guru was a Kashmiri separatist.
He was involved in the parliament attacks of 2001 ans hanged to death on
February 9, 2013. The scholars protested against the judicial hanging of the
terrorist.
Jagadesh was against these protests and took action against students
involved in the protests. Students involved in the protest were detained.
Jagadesh is legendary for the controversies around him. He passed orders
prohibiting protests near the administration block.
He invited Sri Shankar to deliver a lecture. He spoke about installing a
military tank within the university campus to bring patriotism to students.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Day Of Zero Tolerance To Female Genital Mutilation
On February 6th, the world commemorates the International Day of Zero Tolerance
for Women.
Highlights:
On February 6th, the world commemorates the International Day of Zero
Tolerance for Women.
The United Nations sponsors this day in recognition of their efforts to end
female genital mutilation. It was initially released in the year 2003.
The subject of this year's International Day of Zero Tolerance for Women is
Increasing Investment to End Female Genital Mutilation.
Female genital mutilation (FGM) refers to any treatment that involves
modifying or hurting the female genitalia for non-medical reasons, and it is
widely recognized as a violation of girls and women's human rights, health,
and integrity.
Girls who undergo female genital mutilation experience short-term
difficulties such as severe pain, shock, heavy bleeding, infections, and
trouble in passing urine, as well as long-term effects for their sexual and
reproductive health and mental health.
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INDEX / LIST
Salesforce Global Digital Skills Index Released For 2022
India came in first in the SalesForce Global Digital Skills Index for 2022. The
ranking is based on a comparison of 19 countries.
Highlights:
The index was calculated using public readiness to learn new digital skills
and employee emotions.
India received the highest readiness score of all the countries. India received
a total of 63 points.
The index was calculated supported by a survey. The survey asked inquiries
to quite 23,500 workers altogether the 19 countries.
60% of the Indians are equipped with digital resources. Only 25% of the
respondents in India believe that advanced technical skills are a must at the
workplace.
Only 39% of Indians believe that their workplace had advanced digital
marketing skills. Quite half the respondents wanted to find new skills,
mainly to progress in their careers. Younger respondents were more
confident that they had ambitious goals of learning new skills.
The average digital readiness was 33. Three significant skill gaps were
identified. They were workforce skills, leadership skills,, and generational
skill gaps.
These skill gaps are creating a significant impact on the countries' GDP.
According to the index, India will be creating 1,3 million jobs by 2026.
Also, India will generate 66.4 billion USD of the latest business revenue by
2026.
Salesforce
It is a software company. It's headquartered in San Francisco, California. It
provides Customer Relationship Management services.
In 2007, the corporate was criticized for phishing attacks. It was foundedin
1999 by former Oracle executive Marc Benioff.
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FESTIVALS
Kanchoth Festival J&K
Recently, the people of Bhaderwah celebrated the traditional Kanchoth festival,
which may be a symbol of ancient Nag culture.
Highlights:
The festival was celebrated amid braving heavy snowfall and extreme wave
conditions.
Residents, including women, got wearing traditional fineries and observed
fast. They then thronged temples for offering prayers. They hoped that the
deity could help end the covid-19 pandemic.
This age-old festival is widely known by Hindus, specifically Nag followers.
Nag followers believe that, on today of Gouri Tritiya, Lord Shiva and
Goddess Parvati got married.
Goddess Parvati asked for a throne made from snow as her wedding present.
Thus, snowfall during the festival is considered an honest omen.
This day is taken into account pious for married women. They pray to
goddess Gauri for her husband's long and healthy life.
Bridal suits, Bangles, bindis, sindoor, and mehndi' are considered
sanctimonious and are offered to the goddess. The fasting women wear
these.
Functions
One of the most functions of the festival was observed at hilltop Jatanai
village in Chinchora panchayat. It's 30 km from Bhaderwah.
At the function, women of all ages were clad in bridal costumes. They came
to call at large numbers wading through snow to succeed in the nearby
temple for celebrating the festival.
Art from Bhaderwah (Mini Kashmir of India), celebrations were reported
from Kotli, Ghata, Mathola, Gupt Ganga, Khakhal, Kapra, Chinnote, Bheja,
Bhalra, Chinchora, and other temples of the world. Married women
celebrated festivals for praying long lifetime of their husbands.
The festival is observed for 3 days. During this era, married women entered
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the neighborhood for offering 'Thel' (respect) to at least one and everyone
regardless of religion, age, creed & caste, and gender.
In return, they get the blessing of 'Suhagan Bho' (wish your husband an
extended life).
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When was OECM established?
A.2019
B.2016
C.2018
D.2011

Answer C
Explanation The OECM areas were established at the 2018 Convention on Biological Diversity.

2) What is the size of Aravalli Biodiversity Park?
A.380 acres
B.300 acres
C.390 acres
D.395 acres

Answer C
Explanation Aravalli Biodiversity Park is 390 acres in size

3) When did the Chauri Chaura Incident happen?
A.February 4, 1912
B.February 4, 1922
C.February 4, 1923
D.February 4, 1920

Answer B
Explanation On February 4, 1922, the incident occurred. The volunteers of the Non-Cooperation
Movement marched to a local police station on February 4, 1922.

4) When did Mahatma Gandhiji began the non-cooperation movement?
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A. August 1, 1922
B. August 1, 1921
C. August 1, 1923
D. August 1, 1920

Answer D
Explanation On August 1, 1920, Mahatma Gandhiji began the non-cooperation movement. The
movement boycotted foreign items. It mainly consisted of garments manufactured by machines.

5) After how long did Russian President Vladimir Putin meet President Xi
Jing Pin?
A.3 Year
B.4 Year
C.2 Year
D.5 Years

Answer C
Explanation The leaders are meeting for the first time in two years. Following the meeting, the
leaders issued a united statement.

6) what is NATO?
A.North Atlantic Treaty Organization
B.North Atlantic Ocean Treaty Organization
C.North Atlanta Treaty Organization
D.North Artic Treaty Organization

Answer A
Explanation The North Atlantic Treaty Organization, also called the North Atlantic Alliance, is
an intergovernmental military alliance between 27 European countries, 2 North American
countries, and 1 Eurasian country. The organization implements the North Atlantic Treaty that
was signed on 4 April 1949.

7) When did the first summer olympics happen in US?
A.1999
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B.1997
C.1996
D.1995

Answer C
Explanation The Summer Olympics are being held in the United States for the first time since
1996.

8) How many Olympic sports will Los Angeles Olympic 2028 feature?
A.22
B.28
C.24
D.26

Answer B
Explanation According to the organizing committee, the Los Angeles Olympics will feature 28
Olympic and 24 Paralympic sports.

9) How much thickness has South Col glacier lost in 25 years?
A.54 meters
B.44 meters
C.45 meters
D.55 meters

Answer A
Explanation The South Col glacier has lost 54 meters in thickness during the last 25 years. At
the height of 7,906 meters, the South Col glacier may be found.

10) What will happen if the Mount Everest Glaciers Melt
A.Sea Level Rises
B.Negative climate consequences in India
C.Global Warming
D.None Of The Above
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Answer B
Explanation According to the report, the melting of Mount Everest's glacier will have negative
climate consequences in India and other Himalayan countries.

11) Why did Konsam Ibomcha Singh win a Padma shri?
A.doll-making craft
B.pottery
C.Toy making
D.None Of the above

Answer A
Explanation Konsam Ibomcha Singh, who earned the Padma Shri in 2022 for his doll-making
craft, recently brought this map into the spotlight.

12) What is ATLAS?
A.Asteroid Terrestrial-impact Last Alert System
B.Asteroid Terrestrial Last Alert System
C.Asteroid Terrestrial-impact Last System
D.Astronomical Terrestrial-impact Last Alert System

Answer A
Explanation The NASA-funded Asteroid Terrestrial-impact Last Alert System (ATLAS)
becomes first survey to monitor the entire dark sky every 24 hours for near-Earth objects (NEOs).

13) When did leopard counting census begin?
A.30 Jan
B.31 Jan
C.29 Jan
D.25 Jan

Answer B
Explanation The leopard counting census has begun in Amingaon, Kamrup district, where
leopards have high densities. It began on January 31, 2022. Leopards will be counted using the
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camera trapping approach.

14) How many mutations does the new HIV Variant found in Netherlands
have?
A.550 mutations
B.500 mutations
C.600 mutations
D.555 mutations

Answer B
Explanation There have been 500 mutations in the VB variation so far. It changes all the time.
It's common to come across mutants.

15) How many universities does West Bengal have?
A.44
B.34
C.33
D.43

Answer C
Explanation In the state, there are more than 33 universities. There are also over 500 degreegranting institutions.

16) Who created the Swarajability platform?
A.IIT-Hyderabad
B.IIT-Chennai
C.IIT-Mumbai
D.IIT-Delhi

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT-Hyderabad) has released a beta version of
'Swarajability,' India's first AI-based job platform for disabled people.
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17) When was Makhanlal Chaturvedi born?
A.1999
B.1998
C.1993
D.1992

Answer D
Explanation Makhanlal Chaturvedi was born in Babai, Madhya Pradesh, and in 1992, the
government dedicated a national university of journalism and communication after him in
Bhopal.

18) When was International Day Of Zero Tolerance To Female Genital
Mutilation first celebrated?
A.2014
B.2000
C.2003
D.2013

Answer C
Explanation The United Nations sponsors this day in recognition of their efforts to end female
genital mutilation. It was initially released in the year 2003.

19) When did Lata Mangeshkar's career began?
A.1992
B.1952
C.1944
D.1942

Answer D
Explanation She began her singing career in 1942 and has never looked back. She recorded over
36 Indian and foreign languages, totaling over a thousand songs.

20) Which is the second largest cricket stadium in the world?
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A.Narendra Modi Stadium
B.Eden Gardens
C.Melbourne Cricket Ground
D.None Of the above

Answer C
Explanation The Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) in Australia is the second-largest stadium,
with a capacity of 1,00,024 spectators.

21) How many teams did the ICC World Cup 2022 U-19 feature?
A.15
B.17
C.16
D.18

Answer C
Explanation The game featured 16 teams. The Under-19 Cricket World Cup was held for the
fourteenth time. It was the first event to be staged in the Caribbean. The reigning champions were
Bangladesh.

22) Which team with drew from the ICC World Cup 2022 U-19?
A.New Zealand
B.South Africa
C.Scotland
D.England

Answer A
Explanation New Zealand withdrew from the event due to rigorous quarantine requirements for
minors upon returning home. Scotland was chosen to take their position.

23) How many countries use Sputnik light?
A.20
B.22
C.28
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D.29

Answer D
Explanation The Sputnik light is now utilized in 29 different nations. Argentina and Russia are
among them. According to Russian reports, the sputnik light's efficiency is 65.4 percent.

24) How efficient is Sputnik Light in russia?
A.65.5 percent
B.65.4 percent
C.66.4 percent
D.65.6 percent

Answer B
Explanation The Sputnik light is now utilized in 29 different nations. Argentina and Russia are
among them. According to Russian reports, the sputnik light's efficiency is 65.4 percent.

25) How many states are receiving the PDRD Grant?
A.16
B.17
C.18
D.19

Answer B
Explanation The Central Government has released a Post Devolution Revenue Deficit (PDRD)
grant of 9,871 rupees, distributed to 17 states after the finance ministry's approval.

26) What is PDRD Grant?
A.Post Devolution Revenue Deficit
B.Post revolution Revenue Deficit
C.Pre Devolution Revenue Deficit
D.Post solution Revenue Deficit

Answer A
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Explanation Post Devolution Revenue Deficit is PDRD

27) How much rise in tigers has the Sariska Tiger Reserve seen?
A.26
B.27
C.25
D.28

Answer C
Explanation The number of tigers in reserve has risen to 25. Water holes and grasslands were
created as part of habitat management.

28) When was tigers from Ranthambore National Park transferred?
A.2018
B.2009
C.2010
D.2008

Answer D
Explanation Tigers from Ranthambore National Park were transferred in 2008. The tigers of
Ranthambore are on the verge of extinction.

29) How many species of Gecko are there in a worldwide scale?
A.190
B.200
C.180
D.170

Answer C
Explanation There are about 180 different species of geckos on the planet.

30) How many species of Gecko are found in India?
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A.44
B.48
C.47
D.46

Answer B
Explanation India has 48, and Thirty of the 48 are in Kerala. Geckos do not pose a threat to
human life. They play a crucial role in insect control.

31) How many people did the Sales Force global survey in the 19 countries for
the Digital Skills Index 2022?
A.23,500 workers
B.under 23,500 workers
C.above 23,500 workers
D.23,000 workers

Answer C
Explanation The index was calculated supported by a survey. The survey asked inquiries to quite
23,500 workers altogether the 19 countries.

32) When did Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit move to Pune University?
A.1999
B.1994
C.1993
D.1996

Answer C
Explanation She started her career as a professor in Goa in 1988. Then she moved to Pune
University in 1993. She has guided 29 doctorates.

33) How many people can the worlds largest Igloo cafe in J and K can
accommodate?
A.30
B.35
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C.45
D.40

Answer D
Explanation The caf can accommodate 40 people. The skin of sheep was wont to make seat
covers within the restaurant. It took 1,700 man-days to end the project. Altogether 64 days and 25
labors.

34) When was Sachindra Nath Sanyal born?
A.8 Feb
B.9 Feb
C.10 Feb
D.11 Feb

Answer A
Explanation Sachindra Nath Sanyal's 80th birthday was celebrated on February 8, 2022. He cofounded Hindustan Republican Association.

35) How many species of Jumping spiders are found on India as of 2022?
A.297
B.287
C.277
D.267

Answer B
Explanation As of now, 287 species of jumping spiders are reported from India.

36) Which is the World's first plasmid DNA vaccine?
A.Covishield
B.ZyCoV-D
C.Covaxxin
D.Sputnik
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Answer B
Explanation The ZyCoV-D is the World's first plasmid DNA vaccine has been produced by
Ahmedabad-based vaccine manufacturer Zydus Cadila, and it was administered for the primary
time in Patna.

37) When was NCERT established?
A.1991
B.1962
C.1961
D.1911

Answer C
Explanation NCERT Headquarters was founded in New Delhi by the Government of India in
1961.

38) When was Christos Sartzetakis born?
A.1928
B.1927
C.1929
D.1930

Answer C
Explanation Sartzetakis was born on April 6, 1929, in Neapoli, Thessaloniki.

39) How many international matches have Suranga Lakmal represented
srilanka?
A.166
B.167
C.168
D.165

Answer D
Explanation Lakmal has represented Sri Lanka in 165 international matches across formats in his
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international career spanning over 12 years.

40) When did India Host AFC Women's Asian Cup India 2022?
A.January 20, 2022, to February 6, 2022.
B.January 2, 2022, to February 6, 2022.
C.January 20, 2022, to February 16, 2022.
D.January 30, 2022, to February 6, 2022.

Answer A
Explanation India is hosting the 20th edition of the football AFC Women's Asian Cup India
2022 from January 20, 2022, to February 6, 2022.

41) When did Bangladesh Liberation War happen?
A.1991
B.1977
C.1971
D.1917

Answer C
Explanation Bangladesh's Liberation War against Pakistan atrocities in 1971.

42) How many addition border Haats were identifies by the Authorities from
India and Bangladesh?
A.2
B.1
C.4
D.3

Answer D
Explanation Authorities from India and Bangladesh had identified locations for 3 additional
border haats in February 2020.

43) When will Mumbai-Nagpur Expressway - ITS operational?
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A.March 2022
B.February 2022
C.May 2022
D.April 2022

Answer B
Explanation The technology will help to stop accidents. The primary phase of the expressway is
to be opened by the top of February 2022.

44) How much does the entire Mumbai-Nagpur Expressway cost?
A.Rs 55,000 crores.
B.Rs 50,000 crores.
C.Rs 54,000 crores.
D.Rs 44,000 crores.

Answer A
Explanation It's an eight-lane expressway. Vehicles can run at a maximum speed of 150 km per
hour. the entire cost of the expressway is Rs 55,000 crores.

45) How many percentage of africans are fully vaccinated?
A.10%
B.11%
C.13%
D.14%

Answer B
Explanation All the six recent military coups were discussed. The summit announced that only
11% of Africans are fully vaccinated.

46) When did TPLF leader became the president of Ethiopia?
A.1999
B.1911
C.1991
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D.1919

Answer C
Explanation The TPLF leader became the president of Ethiopia in 1991. Later in 1995, he
became the primary PM of Ethiopia.

47) When is Karnataka Statehood Day?
A.11 Nov
B.10 Nov
C.1 Nov
D.12 Nov

Answer C
Explanation Because November 1 is the Statehood Day of Karnataka. Per annum, Karnataka
celebrates Rayotsava Day on November 1.

48) Where is Giant Magnellan Telescope being constructed?
A.Chile
B.Los Angeles
C.California
D.Las Vegas

Answer A
Explanation The telescope is to be located in Las Campanas Observatory, Chile. Las Campanas
also holds magnellan telescopes.

49) What is QKD?
A.Quantum Tunnel Distribution
B.Quantum Key Distribution
C.Quantum Communication Distribution
D.None of the above

Answer B
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Explanation Scientists conducted hack-proof communication between two places using real-time
Quantum Key Distribution (QKD).

50) When was kanchoth festival j&k celebrated?
A.1 Feb
B.4 Feb
C.5 Feb
D.3 Feb

Answer C
Explanation The kanchoth festival j&k 2022 happened on 5 February

51) What is AICTE?
A.All India Council for Technical Education
B.All India Council of Technical Education
C.All India Council for Techniques in environment
D.All India Co operation for Technical Education

Answer A
Explanation The commission subsumes bodies like AICTE (All India Council for Technical
Education) and UGC.

52) What is M Jagadesh Kumar's tenure as New Chairman of UGC?
A.4
B.6
C.7
D.5

Answer D
Explanation The appointment has been made for 5 years or until he attains 65, whichever is
earlier.

53) When did India play it's 1000th ODI match?
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A.7 Feb
B.6 Feb
C.5 Feb
D.4 Feb

Answer B
Explanation On February 6, 2022, India played its thousandth ODI match. ODI means, at some
point, International. The match was played against West Indies.

54) When did India play it's 1000th ODI match?
A.7 Feb
B.6 Feb
C.5 Feb
D.4 Feb

Answer B
Explanation On February 6, 2022, India played its thousandth ODI match. ODI means, at some
point, International. The match was played against West Indies.

55) Who had played the second highest number of ODI's after india?
A.Australia
B.England
C.Pakistan
D.West Indies

Answer A
Explanation After India, the Australian team has played the second-highest number of matches.
The Australian team has played 958 at some point international matches. After India, the
Australian team has played the second-highest number of matches. The Australian team has
played 958 at some point international matches.

56) What is AMSOL?
A.African Martial Solutions
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B.African Marine Support
C.Australian Marine Solutions
D.African Marine Solutions

Answer D
Explanation It belongs to the South African Government and is managed by the South African
company African Marine Solutions (AMSOL).

57) How long does Endurance22 expedition take?
A.44
B.33
C.35
D.53

Answer C
Explanation The Expedition will be stumped for 35 days, but up to 45 days if required.

58) How much is the IFLDP program implemented for?
A.Rs 1,600 crores
B.Rs 1,700 crores
C.Rs 1,000 crores
D.Rs 1,800 crores

Answer B
Explanation The program is to be implemented for Rs 1,700 crores. IFLDP will develop
infrastructure for the leather sector.

59) When did Powerthon-2022 began?
A.6 Feb
B.7 Feb
C.8 Feb
D.9 Feb
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Answer B
Explanation Union Minister for Power and MNRE, R K Singh, launched Powerthon-2022 on
February 7, 2022.

60) How much trains does indian railways operate?
A.20,000 trains
B.11,000 trains
C.22,000 trains
D.21,000 trains

Answer D
Explanation The Indian Railways operates 21,000 trains altogether

61) In How many states will be the first round of IMI 4.0 be implemented?
A.10
B.12
C.13
D.11

Answer D
Explanation The first round of IMI 4.0 will be implemented from February 2022 to April 2022.
within the first round, 11 States will conduct IMI 4.0.

62) When was the decision of purchasing Taiwan Patriot Missile Defence
System began?
A.2009
B.2019
C.2018
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation This will upgrade the system. This decision was made during the Trump
administration in 2019. The U.S. doesn't have official relations with Taiwan.
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63) What is the operational range of Taiwan Patriot Missile Defence System?
A.80 kilometers
B.90 kilometers
C.70 kilometers
D.60 kilometers

Answer C
Explanation The Patriot missiles were replacements for the Nike Hercules system. Its
operational range is around 70 kilometers.

64) How much conversion switch transaction had GoI done with RBI?
A.1,19,601 crores
B.1,91,701 crores
C.1,19,701 crores
D.1,19,711 crores

Answer C
Explanation The Government of India has done a conversion switch transaction of its securities
with the Federal Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for 1,19,701 crores (face value).

65) When was the transaction administered Financial Benchmarks India
Private Limited (FBIL) prices?
A.January 22, 2022
B.January 28, 2022
C.January 24, 2022
D.January 26, 2022

Answer B
Explanation The transactions were administered using Financial Benchmarks India Private
Limited (FBIL) prices as of January 28, 2022.

66) Where is Asian Development Bank headquaters?
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A.Paris
B.Philippines
C.Poland
D.Portugal

Answer B
Explanation Asian Development Bank Headquarters in Mandaluyong, Philippines, was launched
On December 19, 1966.

67) How many members does ADB have?
A.66
B.64
C.68
D.62

Answer C
Explanation Asian Development Bank has 68 countries as its Members.

68) When did Veteran BJP Leader, C Janga Reddy got elected in lok sabha?
A.1994
B.1984
C.1988
D.1944

Answer B
Explanation Reddy was one among the sole two BJP MPs who got elected to the Lok Sabha in
1984 in 543 Parliament constituencies. The opposite was A K Patel.

69) When was KVIC found?
A.1955
B.1965
C.1956
D.1966
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Answer C
Explanation KVIC was Founded in 1956, with its headquarters in Mumbai.

70) Which state had the highest number in the list where journalists and
media houses were targeted in 2021?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Jammu And Kashmir
C.Goa
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation The highest number of journalists or media organizations targeted was in J&K (25)

71) How old is North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) chief, Jens
Stoltenberg?
A.66
B.63
C.62
D.61

Answer C
Explanation But Mr Stoltenberg, a 62-year-old trained economist, insisted that he would stay as
NATO Secretary-General until the top of his term in October.
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