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BANKING & FINANCE
First Revised GDP Released By NSO For FY21
The first revised GDP projections for the fiscal year 2021 were just announced by
the National Statistical Office.
Highlights:
According to calculations, the economy shrank by 6.6 percent. Previously,
the GDP had shrunk by 7.3 percent.
The COVID pandemic and the ensuing lockdown are mostly to blame for
the contraction. For 2020-21, the real GDP is estimated to be 135.58 lakh
crores of rupees.
The 2019-20 real GDP is 145.16 crores. The figures were generated using
prices from 2011 to 2012.
The nominal GDP for 2020-21 is Rs 198.01 lakh crores. The nominal GDP
in 2019-20 was 200.75 lakh crores.
This indicates that nominal GDP has shrunk by 1.4 percent. At basic prices,
the nominal GVA fell by 4.8 percent.
In the fiscal year 2019-20, it increased by 6.9%. In 2020-21, real GVA at
basic prices fell to 4.8 percent after growing by 3.8 percent in 2019-20.
Because of the reduction in GDP in 2021, the fiscal year 2022 will have a
lower approval rating.
This will bring the growth rate down to 8.8 percent in 2022. The NSO
predicts that this will change in 2023, and that GDP will increase.
Growth Rates:
The following are the growth rates for 2020-21:
Quarrying, mining, fishing, agriculture, and forestry are the primary sectors
which is -2.8 percent. This was 1.6 percent the previous year.
-7.8% in the secondary sector: water supply, power, manufacturing, and gas.
The increase over the previous year was 1.9 percent.
Services: -6.8% in the tertiary sector. It was -8.4% the previous year.
Income:
In 2020-21, the national net income was 171.94 lakh crores. In 2019-20, it
was 177.94 crores.
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According to this, the NNI shrank by 2.9 percent in 2020-21. However, it
had increased by 6% the previous year.
At current prices, the per capita income for 2020-21 was Rs 1,26,855. It was
Rs 1,32,115 the previous year.
Real Cost: It is the country's most recent price of goods and services. It's the
going rate. It's a recalculated price.
Nominal Cost: It's pricing that hasn't been modified. It is not adjusted for
inflation.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Economic Survey 2022 Highlights
On the 31st of January 2022, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman presented the
Economic Survey 2021-22 to the Parliament.
Highlights:
On the 31st of January 2022, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
presented the Economic Survey 2021-22 to the Parliament.
The pre-budget Economic Survey is a document that is presented to
Parliament prior to the Union Budget to present the state of the economy and
make policy recommendations.
A team led by Chief Economic Advisor wrote the pre-Budget Economic
Survey (CEA).
The Centre named economist V Anantha Nageswaran as the next CEA just
days before the presentation.
The Indian economy is expected to develop at an annual rate of 8-8.5
percent in the fiscal year 2022-23, according to the government (FY23).
For the current fiscal year 2021-22 (FY22), the GDP growth rate is expected
to be 9.2%. According to the Economic Survey, India will need to spend
around USD 1.4 trillion on infrastructure over the next five years to achieve
a GDP of USD 5 trillion.
The lack of major base effects in 2022-23 as compared to 2021-22 is the key
reason for the lower projection.
In fact, when these base effects were removed in Q3 and Q4 of 2021-22 and
economic activity had begun to recover, the second half of 2021-22 saw only
5.6 percent growth.
Economic Survey:
The Ministry of Finance publishes an Economic Survey every year. It
examines the country's economic successes and difficulties over the previous
12 months.
The poll collects data on the effectiveness of the government's major
development programs. The booklet also discusses the effectiveness and
effects of significant government measures.
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Major fiscal changes, macroeconomic issues, inflation, and other economic
factors are discussed in the Economic Survey. Agriculture, climate change,
and employment all have an impact on the country's economy, according to
the text.
In 1950-51, the first Economic Survey was presented. It was, nonetheless,
issued along with the budget until 1964.

Union budget 2022-23 By Nirmala Sitharaman
Nirmala Sitharaman, the Union Finance Minister, presents the Union Budget 2022
for the fourth time.
Highlights:
Nirmala Sitharaman, the Union Finance Minister, presents the Union Budget
2022 for the fourth time.
She will give the fiscal year 2022-23 financial results and tax suggestions
(April 2022 to March 2023).
As Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman departs the Finance
Ministry to present the Budget in Parliament, a Made in India tablet has
taken the place of the customary 'Bahi Khata.'
V Anantha Nageswaran, India's Chief Economic Advisor, released the
Economic Survey 2021-22 on January 31, 2022.
The Indian economy is expected to develop at an annual rate of 8-8.5
percent in the fiscal year 2022-23, according to the government (FY23).
Constitutional Provisions Of Budget:
The Union Budget is a yearly financial report that estimates the
government's income and expenditures to propose future long-term growth
and development strategies.
The Annual Financial Statement refers to the year's Union Budget, defined
by Article 112 of the Indian Constitution (AFS).
It is a statement of the government's expected receipts and expenditures for a
given fiscal year (which begins on April 1 of the current year and ends on
March 31 of the following year).
The Budget Division of the Ministry of Finance's Department of Economic
Affairs is the nodal entity in charge of budget preparation.
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In 1947, the first budget of an independent India was presented.

DESH-Stack e-portal Announced In Budget 2022
During her Budget 2022 speech on February 1, 2022, the Finance Minister the
creation of the "DESH-Stack e-portal."
Highlights:
Because stakeholders have been flagging the rising skill gap throughout the
job market, the announcement to set up a DESH-Stack online skilling
platform and the overall focus of the Budget on skilling is attracting praise
from the industry.
DESH is an acronym for "Digital Ecosystem for Skilling and Livelihood."
This site will be launched to enable citizens to gain new skills, improve their
existing skills, or re-skill through online training.
It will also offer API-based trustworthy skill certifications, discovery layers,
and payment to help people find appropriate jobs and entrepreneurial
opportunities.
The portal will be tailored to industrial needs and will aid in the
improvement and strengthening of India's education and skill ecosystem.
Significance:
Upskilling, reskilling, and cross-skilling will be possible thanks to the worldclass Digital University and DESH-Stack e-portal.
This action will establish India as a worldwide talent hub.
This website will serve as a single database for students enrolling in
occupational skills and certificates.
It will aid in the creation of a learner's personal learning path.
Other Initiative:
GIFT City (Gujarat International Finance Tec-City) is allowing world-class
overseas colleges and institutes to offer courses in Financial Management,
Science, Technology, FinTech, Mathematics, and Engineering.
Domestic regulations will not apply to institutions. They will only be
regulated by IFSCA in order to make high-end human resources in financial
services and technology more accessible.
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INTERNATIONAL
India-UAE Capital Funds To Support Start Ups
India and the United Arab Emirates have pooled their resources to create a $150
million fund to support startups.
Highlights:
Within the next ten years, the fund will assist in creating ten unicorns.
Unicorns are companies with a market capitalization of more than one
billion dollars.
The fund was announced at the Dubai EXPO 2020. The fund will act as a
catalyst for the startups' development.
It will be highly beneficial to startups in their early stages of development.
In both countries, the fund will support at least fifty startups. The fund's
Indian representative is NASSCOM.
A Memorandum of Understanding was signed between India and the United
Arab Emirates to raise the fund.
Youths have a lot of job prospects in the startup environment. They make it
possible for young people to realize their entrepreneurial potential.
However, the major impediment to realizing their potential is a cash
shortage. The fund will assist startups in overcoming this challenge.
Startups:
In India, there are about 60,000 startups. During the pandemic in India, the
number of startups has increased dramatically.
Indian startups are expected to raise $11.5 billion in 2020. In 2021, it will
have risen to 42 billion USD.
In the year 2021 alone, 46 startups were awarded unicorn status. This brings
the total number of people to 90.
In terms of startups, the UAE is still in its infancy. The UAE government is
working on measures to boost the number of new businesses.
Import and export tariffs are not applicable. The United Arab Emirates is a
beautiful place to begin connecting with the Middle East.
Employees and their families have easy access to the UAE. As a result, the
UAE is increasingly considered a potential alternative for startups.
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Digital Rights And Principles Proposed By EU
The European Union is the first to propose digital rights in the world. The rights are
intended to promote democracy and protect people's rights.
Highlights:
It ensures a secure internet experience. The rights aspire to give all of its
member countries affordable digital connectivity.
It also intends to improve the internet's speed. The rights will equip the
classrooms and hire digitally adept teachers.
In addition, digital rights will allow for seamless access to government
services. It will give children a secure atmosphere.
The digital rights will determine how personal data will be used and with
whom it will be shared.
It will compile information on digital products that is simple to comprehend.
EU Digital Rights
People with these rights can produce, utilize, access, and publish digital
media and use computers and other communication networks.
Digital rights are linked to freedom of expression and privacy. EU digital
rights also cover digital devices.
It ensures the bloc's long-term viability and green transition aims. It
distinguishes between illegal offline and online behaviors.
It will serve as a helpful guide for policymakers as they consider technology
options.
It puts people at the center of everything.
Some Key Digital Rights are,
Right to use digital content.
Right to access electronic devices like computers.
Right to privacy.
Right to create digital content.
Right to express ideas digitally.
Right to report what seems inappropriate.
Six Principles:
To promote the sustainability of the digital future
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To increase safety, empowerment, and security of individuals
To foster participation in digital public space
To ensure freedom of choice, online
To support solidarity and inclusion
To put people and their rights in the center of digital transformation.

Beijing Winter Olympics: Artificial Snow
For the 2022 Winter Olympics in China, artificial snowflakes are being created.
Highlights:
In 1980, the Olympics employed snowmaking for the first time over Lake
Placid. Sochi (Russia) used artificial snow in 2014.
However, this is the first time a single business would supply all of the snow
required for the games.
China has become the first country to hold the summer and winter Olympic
games.
China will generate artificial snowflakes at Olympic venues like
snowboarding and ski jumping.
Zhangjiakou will host the cross country, biathlon, Nordic, freestyle, and
snowboarding events.
It is a ski resort located 100 kilometers from the host city. The temperature
falls below 0 degrees Celsius here.
Snowfall, on the other hand, is lower. Earlier in the season, there was a lot of
snow. It has now shrunk to millimeters.
The Olympics can't rely on a smattering of snow. Artificial snowflakes will
be made as a result.
For gliding games, artificial snow is essential. A good amount of snow
equals a successful Winter Olympics.
Artificial Snowflake Making
Techno Alpin, an Italian snowmaking company, will supply artificial
snowflakes.
The corporation will use massive fan-powered cannons and stick lances.
Water will be sprayed continuously from a nearby reservoir using this
apparatus.
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Multiple pump stations will be used to pressurize the air. The water mist
particles cool and crystallize into the snow as they descend.
This creates a snow-like effect. This system will require 49 million gallons
of water from China's natural resources.
Concerns
With the introduction of artificial snow, countries are questioning if the
Olympics will be green and clean.
China had previously stated that the Olympics would be held in a green and
clean environment.
According to environmentalists, the water needed to make the snow is
unavoidable for the region's fruit farms.
China's glaciers are melting, and the country's natural water supplies are
running out.
Since 1950, China has lost one-fifth of its ice cover. Furthermore,
environmentalists claim that artificial snow cannot be converted to pure
water.
This is due to chemicals to keep the water in a snowy state for a more
extended period.

New Great Barrier Reef Protection Plan By Australia
Australia announced a new strategy to protect the Great Barrier Reef, which has
been destroyed by climate change, on January 28, 2022.
Highlights:
The government has announced a USD 700 million package to conserve the
Great Barrier Reef, in the hopes of keeping the massive network of corals on
the UNESCO World Heritage list.
The plan will assist the reef to avoid being added to UNESCO's
"endangered" list.
When the United Nations threatened to revoke the reef's World Heritage
status in 2015, Australia responded by developing a "Reef 2050" plan and
investing billions of dollars in its conservation.
The interventions are thought to have slowed the rate of deterioration.
However, a large portion of the reef system has already been harmed.
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Coral Reefs Bleaching:
Since 1998, bleaching has devastated 98 percent of the reef, according to a
recent study. Only a little portion of the reef has been spared.
When healthy corals are strained by rising water temperatures, bleaching
occurs. They discharge algae existing in their tissues as a result of the high
temperature.
They lose their vivid colors as a result of the algae.
During heatwaves in 2016, 2017, and 2020, the Australian reef saw three
mass bleaching outbreaks. Corals are fighting for their lives as a result of
bleaching events.
Great Barrier Reef
With almost 2,900 distinct reefs and 900 islands, it is the world's largest
coral reef system. The system covers a total area of 344,400 square
kilometers and spans over 2,300 kilometers.
It is off the coast of Queensland, Australia, in the Coral Sea. It is separated
from the coast by a channel that is 100 miles long and 200 feet broad.
From space, the Reef system may be seen. It is the world's largest single
living organism construction.
In 1981, the reef system was listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site
because it supports such a diverse range of life.
Hundreds of billions of small organisms make up the Great Barrier Reef,
which is made up of them. Coral polyps are the name for these invertebrates.

Hwasong-12 Missile Launched By North Korea
On January 30, 2022, North Korea deployed its Hwasong-12 intermediate-range
ballistic missile.
Highlights:
January was one of North Korea's busiest months for missile tests.
With the launching of Hwasong-12, the country emphasizes its efforts to
ensure the reliability of its nuclear-weapons delivery systems.
The testing program began with a new "hypersonic missile." It later featured
long-range cruise missiles short-range ballistic missiles launched from
railcars and airports, highlighting its fast-expanding and developing arsenal
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despite stalled denuclearization talks.
Since 2017, North Korea has not conducted a nuclear test or launched longrange intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs).
The launch of Hwasong-12, on the other hand, indicated that such testing
could begin shortly.
In April 2017, Israel launched the Hwasong-12 IRBM for the first time.
Following the success of the initial launch, it launched two more
Hwasong-12s in 2017.
A missile was just fired on a higher trajectory in a test and flew for 800
kilometers at around 2,000 kilometers. It has a range of 4,500 kilometers.

Queen Elizabeth Reign For 70 Years
On February 6, 2022, Queen Elizabeth will mark 70 years on the throne. She is a
95-year-old.
Highlights:
Officially, the queen ascended to the throne on February 8, 1952. On
February 6, 1952, her father, King George VI, died.
At the age of 25, she inherited the throne. If the queen remains on the throne
until June 12, 2022, she will surpass King Bhumibol of Thailand's record.
The platinum jubilee will be commemorated in the nation's commonwealth.
There are 54 countries that make up the EU.
The majority of them are former British colonies. India is also a member of
the organization. Canada, Australia, Pakistan, Canada, Bangladesh, and
others are among the other members.
The jubilee Beacons will be lit for the first time in the capital cities of all the
commonwealth nations.
The Sapphire Jubilee, which spans 65 years of reign, was commemorated by
the queen in 2017.

Hoysala Sacred Temples
For the years 2022-2023, the Hoysala Temples of Belur, Halebid, and Somnath
Pura in Karnataka will be nominated for the World Heritage List by India.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 31 - February 6, 2022)

Highlights:
The 'Sacred Ensembles of the Hoysala' have been on UNESCO's Tentative
List since April 15, 2014.
The temples bear witness to India's rich cultural and historical legacy. Vishal
V Sharma, India's Permanent Representative to UNESCO, filed a
nomination for the Hoysala Temples. Lazare Eloundou, UNESCO Director
of World Heritage, received the nomination.
After the dossier has been submitted, it will be subjected to technical review.
The site will be evaluated in September or October 2022, and the dossier
will be considered in July or August 2023.
The Hoysala temples are Archaeological Survey of India-protected
structures.
Hoysala Sacred Temples In Belur:
Lord Vishnu is honored at the Chennakeshava temple. It was in the heart of
an old walled town on the Yagachi River's banks.
It was built in 1117 AD and took 103 years to complete. Around 118 stone
inscriptions from the 11th to the 18th centuries have been discovered on the
site.
Sculptures, iconography, and horizontal friezes represent scenes from daily
life, dancing, and music on the temple's richly sculpted exterior.
Vishnu's life and reincarnations are depicted in these sequences. It also tells
the stories of the Ramayana and Mahabharata epics.
Hoysala Sacred Temples In Halebid:
The Hoysaleswara temple at Halebidu was constructed in 1121 CE during
the reign of Hoysala King Vishnuvardhana Hoysaleshwara.
It's a Shiva-themed piece. Merchants and affluent inhabitants of
Dwarasamudra funded and erected it.
More than 240 wall sculptures run along the temple's outer wall, and they
are well-known.

Health Care Waste Report By WHO
The World Health Organization has expressed worry about the additional medical
waste generated by the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Highlights:
The pandemic has put enormous strain on the world's medical waste
management infrastructure. According to the report, over 30% of healthcare
institutions cannot handle medical waste.
Sixty percent of them live in developing countries. Workers on the front
lines are exposed to infectious organisms, burns, and stick injuries due to
this.
It also impacts the surrounding communities and impact on poorly managed
landfills. It pollutes the air and allows vermin to transmit diseases.
The problem has developed when the globe attempts to minimize carbon
emissions and landfill waste.
Findings:
Between March 2020 and November 2021, the World Health Organization
only sent 87,000 tons of personal protective equipment.
By now, this equipment should have been discarded. They were all
dispatched as part of the organization's emergency response plan.
These figures represent the personal protective equipment (PPE) used in the
effort. It excludes garbage produced by the general population, such as
disposable medical masks.
The World Health Organization (WHO) had issued 140 million test kits. The
medical waste created by these kits should have totaled 2,600 tonnes.
All of them are composed of plastic. In addition, the kits were supposed to
produce 731,000 liters of chemical waste.
The World Health Organization (WHO) supplied 8 billion vaccine shots. In
the form of syringes, safety boxes, and needles, these vaccines should have
generated 144,000 tonnes of medical waste.
Recommendations:
Make use of environmentally friendly packaging. Increase the usage of
biodegradable materials and reusable personal protective equipment.
Increase investment in the recycling sector, invest in non-burn waste
treatment technology, reverse logistics, and encourage centralized treatment.
Budget and funding should be increased.
Strong national regulations, increased public responsibility, regular
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monitoring, behavioral change, and increased workforce development can
help address COVID 19 waste management concerns.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
NIPER Research Portal
The Ministry of Chemicals recently launched the NIPER Portal to help the
pharmaceutical industry innovate and research.
Highlights:
NIPER is the National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research.
The NIPER Research Portal will provide information on the organization's
research efforts.
The portal will also provide a list of NIPER's patents and publications. It
will house all of the NIPERs' research data in one location. This makes
information more accessible.
Researchers will be able to contact appropriate organizations with the help
of the site.
It will enable researchers to work with the appropriate institution and make
their study more impactful.
The gateway will aid the pharmaceutical industry's development. It will aid
collaboration between industry and academia.
This partnership is critical for channeling human resources and young talent.
In addition, the portal will primarily help MSMEs.
NIPER
The National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research (NIPERs)
is a consortium of national pharmaceutical companies.
These institutes are self-contained entities. They are part of the
Pharmaceuticals Department.
They are currently based in seven Indian cities.
Ahmedabad (Gujarat), Hajipur (Bihar), Guwahati (Assam), Hyderabad
(Telangana), Kolkata (West Bengal), Raebareli (Uttar Pradesh), and SAS
Nagar (Uttar Pradesh) are the cities in question (Mohali, Punjab).

AP Seva Portal 2.0 Launched By AP CM
The AP Seva Portal 2.0 was recently unveiled by Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
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Jagan Mohan Reddy.
Highlights:
Citizens will benefit from the portal's improved services. Citizen Service
Site is another name for the portal. The platform will provide citizens with
transparent digital services.
The platform would make it easy for the public to follow their applications.
The applications' updates are also sent to users via SMS. Thirty services are
available through the site.
This includes six civil supply services, 25 municipal administration services,
30 revenue and land administration services, three rural development
services, and additional 53 energy department services.
Applications can now be approved online in version 2.0. Officials can also
give certificates and documents online through the platform. Digital
signatures are supported by the portal.
Approximately 90% of government services are now accessible through the
platform.
To gain access to paid services, gateways have been included.
Significance And Applications
The platform would make it simple for citizens to obtain government
services.
They can use the services from the comfort of their own homes, rather than
running from pole to pole.
The platform will also allow secretaries to keep track of the status of their
applications.
More than four lakh persons are currently a part of this system.
They provide 540 services to the general public. 3.46 crores government
services were available to the public as of January 2020.
Benefits
The platform will aid in increasing administrative transparency. It lowers the
level of corruption.
It improves the effectiveness of government management. It gives citizens
more power by providing them with information.
It improves government-to-industry and business cooperation. It simplifies,
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moralizes, accounts for, responds to, and transparentizes the services.
It boosts government-to-citizen, government-to-citizen, government-tobusiness, and government-to-employee contacts.

Pandit Jasraj Cultural Foundation Launched
Pandit Jasraj Cultural Foundation was established on January 28, 2022, to
commemorate the 92nd birthday of late Indian classical vocalist Pandit Jasraj.
Highlights:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the online gathering and paid
tribute to him.
The Prime Minister urged people to promote Indian music worldwide and
encouraged them to develop music-related businesses.
The Prime Minister also asked the cultural foundation to concentrate on the
globalization of Indian music.
Shaarang Dev Pandit, Pandit Jasraj's son, and Durga Jasraj, Pandit Jasraj's
daughter, formed the Pandit Jasraj Cultural Foundation.
The National Heritage, Art, and Culture of India Foundation was established
to safeguard, preserve, develop, and promote India's national heritage, art,
and culture.
Pandit Jasraj
Pandit Jasraj was a classical vocalist from India. He was a Mewati gharana
member. His musical career spanned 75 years, earning him national and
international acclaim, respect, and numerous prizes.
Pandit Jasraj's legacy includes memorable classical and semi-classical voice
performances, devotional and classical music, CDs, and film soundtracks.
He's also noted for bringing new genres to the fore, like Haveli Sangeeth and
popularising Mewati Gharana.
In India, Canada, the United States, and Europe, Pandit Jasraj taught music
to professionals, amateurs, and students. On August 17, 2020, he died in
New Jersey.

Mass Mortality Of Spot-Billed Pelicans In AP
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Andhra Pradesh State Forest Department is trying to prevent mass mortality of spotbilled pelicans in the Naupada swamp in Telineelapuram, Srikakulam district.
Highlights:
The Wildlife Institute of India (WII-Deharadun), the Bombay Natural
History Society (BNHS), and the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI-Kolkata)
have been contacted by the Andhra Pradesh State Forest Department to help
prevent mass mortality of spot-billed pelicans.
The spot-billed pelicans are found in the Naupada swamp in Telineelapuram,
Srikakulam district.
Since December 2021, pelicans have been dying due to a 'Nematode
infestation' in Telineelapuram, a recognized Important Bird Area (IBA). It's
also where you'll see painted storks.
On the other hand, Stork has not yet been affected by a Nematode
infestation. At Telineelapuram, at least five spot-billed pelicans die every
day on average.
The mortality toll has surpassed 160, with 180 additional adult species and
their babies surviving. By the middle of the summer, they should be back at
home.
Spot-Billed Pelicans
Pelecanus philippensis is the scientific name for spot-billed pelicans, also
known as grey.
They belong to the pelican family. From southern Iran to east India and
Indonesia, the species breeds.
Mainly lakes, you can find the bird in coastal seas and vast interior bodies of
water, mainly lakes.
These species' breeding populations are restricted to India, Cambodia, and
Sri Lanka. They have been seen in Myanmar, Nepal, Laos, Thailand, and
Vietnam during the non-breeding season.
The species is classed as Near Threatened on the IUCN Red List. It is a
Schedule IV species under the Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972.
Hunting is thus forbidden, but the penalty for any transgression is less
severe.
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CCO Released Coal Directory Of India
The Coal Controllers Organization has published "Coal Directory of India
2020-21," one of its major publications.
Highlights:
The Coal Controller's Organization is a Ministry of Coal subordinate entity.
Dr. Anil Kumar Jain, Secretary of the Ministry of Coal, released the book in
Delhi.
The Coal Directory of India 2020-201 contains data on the performance of
the coal and lignite industries in India for the fiscal year 2020-21.
It offers data on coal production, dispatch, and reserves by grade. It also
includes data on pit head closure stock, coal prices over the last few years,
and coal import-export.
All policymakers, stakeholders, researchers, institutions, and businesses can
use the publication as a complete and helpful data reference.
Coal Controller Organisation:
In 1916, the Coal Controller Organisation (CCO) was founded. It is one of
India's oldest coal-related offices.
The CCO is in charge of ensuring that production and commercial
transactions are conducted fairly.
It collects and maintains coal production statistics for all Indian coal mines,
both public and private. Every month, it collects data.
The Coal Control Institution (CCO) is a subordinate office of the Ministry of
Coal. It inspects collieries to ensure that the coal is of the correct class,
grade, or size.
It offers guidelines for the declaration and upkeep of coal grades in a colliery
seam. It is the last judge in disputes between customers and owners
regarding coal quality and size declarations.
It also governs the disposal of coal stock or expected coal output in
collieries. It authorizes the opening or reopening of a coal mine, seam, or
segment of a seam.

Sangoli Rayanna
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Sangoli Rayanna, a military school in Karnataka, is being built at Rs 180 crores by
the state government. The defense ministry will be in charge of the school.
Highlights:
Sangoli Rayanna was a princely realm of Kittur warriors. Karnataka's
present capital is Kittur.
He fought alongside Rani Chennamma against the Doctrine of Lapse until
his death. The British assassinated the Kittur kingdom's ruler and prince.
They planned to assume control of the Kittur kingdom under the Doctrine of
Lapse because there was no legal heir to the monarch.
Rani Chennamme adopted Shivalingappa as the monarch of the Kittur
kingdom. Shivalingappa was to be the future emperor, according to Sangoli
Rayanna.
Rayanna was a crucial figure in the 1824 uprising. The majority of the
territory in Kittur's realm was taken away. And the land that was left behind
was highly taxed.
He formed a guerrilla force. He and his soldiers marched from town to town,
torching government buildings and plundering coffers.
He enlisted the help of ordinary people to train and build an army. In 1830,
the British apprehended him and imprisoned him.
In 1831, Rayanna was hanged from a Banyan tree in the Belagavi district.
Memories
Rayanna has a close friend named Siddi. In his grave, he planted a Banyan
tree. The tree is still standing majestically today.
Under the tree, Rayanna has a temple erected for her. In addition, a statue of
Ashoka Stambha was erected near the tree.
A statue of Rayanna made of wood weights can be found in the temple.
Rayanna used the weights for bodybuilding purposes.
On Rayanna, Gee Gee songs are sung. Sangoli Rayanna railway station was
renamed the central railway station in 2015.

Death Penalty In India Report
According to the Execution Penalty in India report, there were 488 people on death
row in India at the end of 2021. This was the most significant number in 17 years.
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Highlights:
Since 2016, 2021 has seen the most significant number of convicts on death
row. From 2020 to 2021, there was a 21 percent increase.
By data from the National Crime Records Bureau's (NCRB) Prison Statistics
of India report, this is the highest death row number since 2004, when it was
563.
In January 2022, Project 39A will provide a "report on annual statistics on
the death penalty." Project 39A is a criminal law reform advocacy
organization based at Delhi's National Law University.
On May 6, 2016, the Death Penalty India Report (DPIR) was released for the
first time.
Findings:
According to the research, the reduced functioning of courts due to the
covid-19 outbreak has influenced the priority accorded to death penalty
cases.
In 2020 and 2021, the number of appeals courts was limited. As a result,
fewer capital penalty appeals were heard this year, and a more significant
proportion of offenders remained on death row after the year.
According to the research, trial courts handed out 144 death sentences in
2021, whereas high courts only handled 39 cases over the same time frame.
In 2020, high courts will rule on 31 cases involving the death penalty,
compared to 76 cases in 2019.
Despite listing death sentence cases as a priority in September 2021, the
Supreme Court only could decide on 6 cases in 2021, compared to 11 in
2020 and 28 in 2019.
Only four of the 39 cases involving the death penalty that went to the upper
courts ended in death sentences being confirmed.
Fifteen instances resulted in complete acquittals, 18 cases were reduced to
life imprisonment, and two were remanded to the trial court.

First Indian Geo Park In MP
Lamheta, Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh will be home to India's first geological park.
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Highlights:
Geopark is a united region that promotes the sustainable protection and use
of geological heritage. It also contributes to the residents' economic wellbeing.
The park was approved by the Geological Survey of India, which is part of
the Ministry of Mines. The park will be built with a Rs 35 crore investment
on a five-acre plot of land.
The geological park will be developed in Lamheta since it is one of the
world's most significant geological locations.
William Henry Sleeman unearthed a Dinosaur fossil in this location in 1928.
Lamheta has also been designated as a geo historic monument by UNESCO.
Lameta Formation:
Infratrappean Beds are another name for the Lameta Formation. Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, and Gujarat are home to this sedimentary geological
formation.
It's connected to the Deccan Traps. It dates from the Maastrichtian period
and is famous for its dinosaur fossils.
Geological Survey of India:
GSI was established in 1851. It is an Indian scientific agency that is part of
the Ministry of Mines.
After Survey of India, it is one of the world's oldest organizations and India's
second-oldest survey organization.
In 1767, the Survey of India was established. It was created with the
intention of conducting geological surveys and investigations in India.
In addition, it serves as a primary source of basic earth science information
to the general public, business, and government, as well as an official
participant in the coal, steel, cement, metals, power, and international
geoscientific forums.

India - Israel To Make "Village Of Exellence"
India and Israel have collaborated to transform 150 communities into 'Villages of
Excellence.'
Highlights:
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The Indian government has partnered with the Israeli government to
establish 150 'Villages of Excellence' in 12 Indian states to assist farmers in
adopting cutting-edge farm technology.
Israel would provide technical aid and other knowledge to help agriculture
become more profitable.
The 150 villages surrounding the CoEs will be transformed into "Villages of
Excellence."
Seventy-five villages would commemorate India's 75th year of
independence in the first year.
In 12 states, the Israeli government has already built 29 Centres of
Excellence (CoEs).
CoEs are an excellent example of bilateral collaboration, and the
certification of CoEs has been advocated to improve the standards and
quality of services given to farmers, said Mr. Gilon.
Also, He is interested in further collaboration with agri-research body ICAR
and making the latest technologies available with Israel.

Federal Digital Identities Introduced By Ministry Of Electronics And IT
The "Federated Digital Identities" was introduced by the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology. Its goal is to connect Indian residents' many
identities.
Highlights:
The residents' state and central identities will be consolidated under one new
federal digital identity.
Citizens can use this ID to access services provided by third parties. This
will eliminate the need for the verification process to be repeated.
It is critical to discover the citizens' alternative identities. Students, farmers,
entrepreneurs, professors, pharmacists, doctors, pensioners, vehicle owners,
and others are affected.
The importance of this identity in framing policies and weighing capacities
cannot be overstated.
The Federal Digital IDs' primary goal is to reduce the number of identities a
citizen possesses. It connects the electronic registries and enables easy data

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 31 - February 6, 2022)

verification without paper.
When a person registers for the Public Distribution Scheme, his Aadhaar
number identifies him.
PAN is the connecting ID when the same person opens a mutual fund.
This connects the person to PDS, Aadhaar, PAN, and mutual funds. For each
of the four, a new number is generated.
IndEA 2.0
Federated Digital Identities is a proposal included in India Enterprise
Architecture 2.0. In 2017, the IndEA was established.
Its goal is to develop E-Government Unity in Diversity. Its goal is to provide
governance while maximizing the usage of ICT infrastructure.
The 2.0 edition allows public and private enterprises to construct and design
IT architecture not limited by geographical limits.
The domain architecture pattern and the state architecture pattern are the
emphases of this version.

Senior Citizens Draft Policy By TN
The Tamil Nadu government has produced a draft policy for old folks.
Highlights:
The government intends to collaborate with academic institutions, field
specialists, and civil society organizations under the policy.
The policy was developed following Article 41 of the Constitution. The
policy would focus on social security systems, health and nutrition, income
security, safety, livelihood, housing and environment, education, disaster
management, and research and documentation.
Its goal is to establish a Senior Citizens Welfare Directorate. The policy also
mentions livelihood training, establishing aged self-help groups, and senior
citizen capacity building.
It will also address the security concerns of the elderly. It is to establish
banking aid programs and a victim rescue center system.
Importance:
The state's life expectancy has improved, and the state's abandonment
problem is becoming worse. This is mainly owing to the state's enhanced
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healthcare system.
According to the report "Elderly in India, 2021," produced by the Ministry
of Statistics and Program Implementation, senior persons account for 13.6
percent of the population of Tamil Nadu.
After Kerala, Tamil Nadu has the second-highest senior persons in India. In
addition, by 2031, the senior citizen population is expected to rise to 18.2
percent.
Tamil Nadu thinks that senior citizens should be allowed to lead. It is critical
to make intergenerational knowledge transfer easier.
This allows young people to benefit from the wisdom of their elders.

Delhi Approves Ex Gratia Relief For Farmers
The Delhi government has lately granted farmers Rs 20,000 per acre. Unseasonal
rains caused these farmers to lose money.
Highlights:
Rainwater backed up in their fields, destroying the crops supposed to be
gathered. For Rs 53 crores, the state government has set aside 29,000 acres.
Unseasonal rains in September and October 2021 wreaked havoc on farmers
around the capital. Due to the storms, water from adjacent drains overflowed
onto the farms, causing extensive damage.
The Delhi government has set aside compensation cash to solve the problem.
A delegation from the state administration had been dispatched to survey the
damage.
The money was distributed following the team's report. If the loss is less
than 70%, the compensation will be paid at a rate of 70%.
If the loss is greater than 70%, the compensation must be given in full. The
Delhi government has undertaken research to determine the region's crop
acreage.
According to the report, the area has 29,000 lands under cultivation. There
are also 21,000 farmers in the area.
The study also revealed the main worries of the region's farmers. Crop loss,
input expenses, the minimum support price, and so forth. The study's
findings have yet to be released.
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Gandhi Mandiram, Smruthi Vanam
At the Municipal Park in Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh, social activists created a
temple for Mahatma Gandhi and freedom fighters Smrithi Vanam.
Highlights:
To instill patriotism among the youth by commemorating the sacrifices of
freedom fighters, social activists have created a temple for Mahatma Gandhi
and freedom fighters' Smrithi Vanam at the Municipal Park in Srikakulam
Andhra Pradesh.
With donations, statues honoring independence warriors and social activists
were constructed in the park.
On Mahatma Gandhi's death anniversary, the Mahatma Gandhi statue and
Smritivanam were unveiled in Srikakulam City.
The North Eastern District of Andhra Pradesh's Srikakulam, popularly
known as Chicacole, is famed for temple tourism.
After observing the park's progress, Srikakulam municipal corporation
commissioner Obulesh approved Rs 4.60 lakh from the corporation's money
for park beautifying.
Srikakulam, also called Chicacole, the North Eastern District in AP, is
known for temple tourism.

'Shera': Punjab Chief Electoral Officer Mascot
Punjab's election mascot, "Shera," was unveiled by the office of the Chief Electoral
Officer (Lion).
Highlights:
Punjab's election mascot, "Shera," was unveiled by the office of the Chief
Electoral Officer (Lion).
Its goal is to raise voter knowledge, engagement, and ethical voting in the
Punjab Assembly elections on 20 February 2022.
Shera, the team's mascot, is a lion. It is a symbol of Punjab's rich cultural
heritage.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 31 - February 6, 2022)

It is promoted by the Election Commission of India's Systematic Voters
Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP) project (ECI).
The SVEEP project began in 2009 as the ECI's main voter education
program. During a Facebook live ceremony on Sunday, Punjab Chief
Electoral Officer Dr. S. Karuna Raju presented the election mascot, 'Shera,'
which depicts a lion.
On this occasion, five disabled people (Pwds) were invited as honorary
guests.
Posters, effigies, and large cut-outs of the Election Mascot will be used as
part of the SVEEP plan, as will intensive social media distribution of voter
awareness messages.
Dr. Raju went on to say that a voter education campaign was designed and
implemented with the Punjabi culture and voter preferences in mind.

Higher Education Qualification Draft Framework
The proposed Framework for Higher Education Qualification was recently
presented by the University Grants Commission (UGC). It is a component of the
2020 National Education Policy.
Highlights:
This new framework will apply to all higher education institutions in the
country. The new framework will Facilitate transparency; create a globelevel framework and address the increasing size of the higher education
system needs.
It will not promote a unified curriculum or syllabus for all students in higher
education. Rather, the framework will ensure that all of the country's
educational systems provide high-quality education.
It will serve as a performance benchmark for the country's higher education
system.
The framework has established various levels for evaluating students'
learning outcomes.
A first-year undergraduate student's learning outcome is represented by
Level 5. Level 10 denotes a student's learning outcome in a Ph.D. program.
Students are assessed based on,
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Decision-making abilities
Application of knowledge and skills
Cognitive and technical skills
Employment ready skills
Entrepreneurship skills
Knowledge and understanding
Credits For The Framework:
Based on the National Education Policy 2020, the framework has set the
credits for the program.
Different credit levels have been established for undergraduate, graduate,
and doctorate programs.
Students who want to graduate with an undergraduate degree with a
certificate need to have at least 40 credits.
Students who complete the program in two years and receive a certificate
must have earned 80 credits.
Students who will graduate in three years should have 120 credits, while
those who will graduate with honors after four years should have 160
credits.
One hour of teaching or two hours of fieldwork or practical work is worth
one credit.

National Land Monetisation Corporation By Central Government
According to Economic Survey, the central government has established a "National
Land Monetisation Corporation" to expedite the monetization of public sector land
and non-core assets.
Highlights:
CPSEs have so far referred 3,400 acres of land and other non-core assets for
monetization to the government.
CPSEs like MTNL, BSNL, BEML, BPCL, HMT Ltd, B&R, and
Instrumentation Ltd have referred land.
Because the needed skill set to accept management duty and monetization
responsibility of non-core assets in government is limited, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman announced the establishment of a Special Purpose
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Vehicle (SPV) in the 2021-22 Budget.
The SPV was formed to efficiently and sensible monetize the land and noncore assets in conformity with worldwide best practices.
The NITI Aayog oversees the monetization of core assets, while the
Department of Investment and Public Asset Management oversees the
monetization of non-essential assets (DIPAM).
National Land Monetisation Corporation:
In accordance with the Budget statement, the National Land Monetisation
Corporation (NLMC) is being established.
It is being established as a wholly-owned subsidiary of the Indian
government. The first approved share capital would be Rs 5,000 crore, with
Rs 150 crore in subscribed share capital.
It serves as an asset manager for lands controlled by the federal government
and central government-owned businesses (CPSEs).
It can invest, lease, rent, or monetize assets based on recommendations from
a variety of sources.
The development of assets for commercial or residential uses is unrestricted.
According to the Economic Survey 2021-22, the Union government's key
assets have a total monetization potential of Rs 6 lakh crore during a fouryear period, from 2021-22 to 2024-25.
Roads, railways, oil and gas pipelines, power, and telecommunications
account up 83 percent of the total value.

RAMP Program
The finance minister, Nirmala Sitaraman, declared during the Union Budget
2022-23 that the RAMP program would be implemented at a cost of Rs 6,000
crores.
Highlights:
RAMP is a post-COVID recovery and resilience program. Its goal is to
improve the situation of India's SMEs. The initiative will be implemented
for a period of five years.
The COVID pandemic and lockdown had a significant impact on MSMEs.
MSMEs have easier access to capital as a result of this.
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MSMEs' productivity will rise as a result of the program. It will also
improve the competitiveness of MSMEs.
The MSME sector will be revitalized as a result. In India, 40% of SMEs do
not have access to capital.
Small and medium-sized businesses (MSMEs) constitute the backbone of
the Indian economy. They account for 40 percent of the country's exports
and 30 percent of its GDP.
The micro, small, and medium-sized businesses (MSMEs) are at the heart of
the economic recovery.The most pressing need at the time is to ensure that
the cash injected into the economy reaches MSMEs.
Benefits:
It will resolve the liquidity problems. Currently, lenders are concerned about
borrowers' ability to repay their loans.
The flow of credit into the MSME sector is being restricted and reduced as a
result of this. The scheme will reduce the risk of non-bank financial
institutions and banks lending.
Small financing banks will be strengthened as a result. It will boost marketoriented channels' funding capacity.
It will improve the Government of India's refinancing capabilities. Only 8%
of MSME are now serviced with credit flow.
RAMP will boost digital lending and borrowing by incentivizing fintech.
This will improve the country's cash flow.
RAMP And World Bank
The World Bank estimates that the RAMP program will raise $15.5 billion
in funding by 2021.
The World Bank has authorized a 750 million dollar loan to India's SMEs in
2020.
In 2021, the World Bank will provide 500 million dollars to help the
country's MSMEs. This helped 5 million small businesses.

IIT Dharwad Gets Global Center of Excellence In Affordable and Clean
Energy
IIT Dharwad has established a Global Center of Excellence in Affordable and
Clean Energy.
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Highlights:
IIT Dharwad recently opened the Global Center of Excellence in Affordable
and Clean Energy. The facility will expand research on low-cost,
environmentally friendly energy.
The center will design, develop, and incubate innovations as well as physical
infrastructure. It will also generate clean energy solutions.
The solutions will focus on rural populations' livelihoods. CSR funding will
be used to sustain the center.
The acronym CSR stands for "Corporate Social Responsibility." HHSIF will
provide the CSR monies.
Honeywell Hometown Solutions India Foundation (HHSIF) is a non-profit
organization that supports Honeywell Hometown Solutions in India.
HHSIF funds family safety and security, science and math education,
housing and shelter, sustainability, and humanitarian relief, to name a few.
Plan:
HHSIF and IIT Dharwad will collaborate to create a platform. The tool
would create interactive databases about the country's energy challenges.
The center will assess the difficulties and select the most appropriate and
viable options. It will then take these challenges through the innovation
cycle's various stages.
This involves things like research, prototyping, testing, piloting, and channel
development.
The center will also develop, incubate, and manufacture cost-effective
energy-efficient engineering products. Renewable energy will be used to
power these products.
The product will primarily improve the lives of people living in rural areas.
All of the concepts developed will be based on cutting-edge technologies.

NINL Sale Approved By GoI
The government recently approved the sale of a huge deficit Neelachal Ispat Nigam
Ltd (NINL) to Tata Steel Long Products Ltd.
Highlights:
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Tata Steel would purchase NINL for Rs 12,100 crore. This is the country's
first privatization of a state steel manufacturing firm.
NINL is a joint venture between four CPSEs (MMTC, BHEL, NMDC, and
MECON) and two Odisha government PSUs (OMC and IPICOL).
It operates an integrated steel plant in Kalinganagar, Odisha, with a 1.1
million-tonne capacity (MT).
However, it has been losing a lot of money and has been shut down since
March 30, 2020.
Debts
As of March 31, 2021, NINL had about Rs 6,600 crore in debt and
liabilities.
It also contains substantial promoter (Rs 4,116 crore) and bank (Rs 1,741
crore) overdue, as well as employees and other creditors.
As of March 2021, the company has a negative net value of Rs 3,487 crore
and losses totaling Rs 4,228 crore.
Bids:
Three businesses had made financial proposals to buy NINL: Consortium of
Jindal Steel & Power Limited and Nalwa Steel & Power Ltd; Tata Steel
Long Products Limited (TSLP); and JSW Steel Limited.
TSLP was chosen as the H1 bidder, and its offer was accepted. To invite
TSLP to sign the share acquisition agreement, a letter of intent (LoI) shall be
sent (SPA).
TSLP will be required to pay 10% of the bid value at this time. A bid of Rs
12,100 crore was submitted by Tata.
Tata Steel Long Products is one of India's most important specialty steel
mills. It has a capacity of one million tonnes per year.
It is actively involved in the creation of employment, livelihood, skill
development, and education opportunities in plant and mining operations.

Andhra Pradesh Capital Clarification
Despite Andhra Pradesh being bifurcated for eight years, there is still confusion
about the capital.
Highlights:
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Andhra Pradesh's capital was debated in the Rajya Sabha on February 2,
2022.
Union Home Minister Nityananda Rai responded to a question from BJP MP
GVL Narasimha Rao by stating that the decision on the capital belongs to
the state and that the capital is Amaravati.
The TDP government chose Amaravati as its capital following the state's
partition.
After winning the 2019 elections, the YSRCP government announced the
creation of three capitals to decentralize governance.
On the other hand, farmers in Amaravati were dissatisfied with the decision
and had been fighting it since then.
Due to technical issues, the YSRCP government dropped the three capital
legislation in November 2021.
Three Capitals:
On July 31, 2020, the state government issued notifications for the AP
Decentralisation and Inclusive Development of All Regions Act, 2020, and
the AP Capital Region Development Authority (Repeal) Act, 2020.
This law established three state capitals, namely,
Amaravati serves as the legislative capital of India.
Visakhapatnam serves as the administrative capital,
while Kurnool serves as the judicial capital.
The state government was opposed to concentrating resources on one
megacity while neglecting other areas.
The government believed that having three capitals would ensure that many
areas developed equally.

EVs Battery Swapping Policy
During her Budget statement on February 1, 2022, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman proposed a "Battery swapping strategy for EVs."
Highlights:
The Battery Swapping Policy for EVs was announced to scale, promote, and
use electric vehicles in India.
This regulation will be implemented to mass-install battery stations.
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Interoperability standards will also be developed for this purpose.
Due to this approach, private players will be encouraged to build new and
long-term batteries as a service model.
It will aid in the improvement of the electric vehicle ecosystem's efficiency.
Significance:
This step will help electric vehicle growth in the future years. Players in the
electric vehicle industry have applauded this decision.
Implementing a battery swapping policy and the recognition of energy and
battery as a service will aid in the development of charging infrastructure
and the usage of electric vehicles in public transit.
It will open new opportunities for businesses to enter the battery swapping
sector. Furthermore, the establishment of dedicated clean zones will hasten
the adoption of electric vehicles and raise public awareness.
This approach will assist all market segments, including E2W, e-cars, E3W,
and buses.

Param Pravega Commissioned By IISC Bengaluru
The Indian Institute of Science (IISC) in Bengaluru has launched "Param Pravega,"
one of India's most powerful supercomputers.
Highlights:
The supercomputer Param Pravega has a supercomputing capacity of 3.3
petaflops. It is an Indian academic institution's largest supercomputer.
Param Pravega is a supercomputer that belongs to the High-Performance
Computing system family.
This system comprises a variety of heterogeneous nodes, with CPU nodes
powered by Intel Xeon Cascade Lake processors.
It includes a software stack on top of the hardware that includes various
program development tools, utilities, and libraries for developing and
executing High-Performance Computing (HPC) applications.
It also has high-memory CPU-only nodes comparable to CPU-only nodes in
terms of configuration.
On this system, there are a total of 156 such nodes. For high-memory
computations, it can produce up to 7488 cores.
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The system is designed to run on a Linux operating system based on CentOS
7. x distribution.
Design And Purpose:
The Centre for Development of Advanced Computing planned and
developed the supercomputer (C-DAC).
The majority of the components in the supercomputer were made and
assembled in the United States. The company's software was also created in
India.
The Param Pravega supercomputer was installed as part of the National
Supercomputing Mission (NSM).
It has been tasked with powering a wide range of research and educational
endeavors across India.
So far, ten supercomputer systems have been developed in India under the
NSM, with a total processing capability of 17 petaflops.
Significance:
These systems have aided professors and students in carrying out large R&D
projects.
It will aid them in the development of genomes and drug discovery
platforms, the establishment of flood warning and prediction systems, the
research of urban environmental challenges, and the optimization of telecom
networks.

Chhattisgarh: One Nation One Ration Card
In the state of Chhattisgarh, the One Nation One Ration card program was recently
implemented.
Highlights:
The One Nation, One Ration card concept has been implemented in 35 states
and union territories.
It presently covers 96.8% of the people covered by the National Food
Security Act. The Aadhaar number is connected to the ration cards under the
Scheme.
In addition, public distribution stores have e-point-of-sale machines.
The food subsidies will be distributed to the recipients at any ration outlet.
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Previously, they could only enter the ward where their card had been
registered.
They can't even acquire it in the same town's other ward.
Benefits:
Previously, if a person moved, they had to apply for a new ration card.
Thanks to the one nation, one ration card, the geographical barrier have been
erased.
This was implemented primarily to assist migratory workers during the
COVID era. It cuts down on duplications and leaks.
Under the Scheme, a person's identity cannot be duplicated in two places
simultaneously. The Scheme eliminates corruption because it is tied to
biometrics.
Every time they obtain food subsidies from the fair price retailers, family
members must place their thumb impression. Social prejudice is lessened as
a result of the system.
Challenges And Working:
Exclusions are a hot topic among many people. Their identities were
allegedly erased from the NFSA recipient list.
Some people have yet to apply for an Aadhar card. Each district has a
monthly quota for each product.
It's challenging to manage continually shifting demand while fully running
the program.
The program is implemented through the Integrated Management of Public
Distribution System (IM-PDS) portal.
The portal will serve as a technology hub. It also works via the Annavitran
portal. This website provides information on food distribution and
availability around the state.
Citizens can use these portals to gain access to the Scheme's advantages.

Shillong Technology Park Was Inaugurated In Meghalaya
Meghalaya Chief Minister Shri Conrad Sangma recently opened the Shillong
Technology Park.
Highlights:
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The primary goal is to re-integrate Meghalayans who have left the state to
pursue work. In addition, the park will provide new job possibilities for the
state's youth.
The park's principal goal is to provide various job opportunities for the
state's children. They should not consider leaving the state in search of better
chances.
Meghalaya is currently constructing five-star hotels and other urban luxury
facilities. The very first freight train arrived in the state lately. This will
create the ideal environment for the IT sector's growth.
The park will support incubation centers. These centers will collaborate with
both the government and the private sector.
Companies from all across the country and companies from other countries
have been invited to open their operations at the park by the state
government.
The park is built on a plug-and-play model. The state government is already
implementing an ISP strategy to improve the state's infrastructure.
The park will be developed in the same way. Infrastructure, Services, and
People are the three components of an ISP.
To put it another way, set up the infrastructure. Provide the services that are
requested. People must be empowered to reap the benefits.
The Meghalaya State Government will fund the initial phase of construction.
For the following phases, the park will use a public-private partnership
model.
Benefits And Needs:
Seventy percent of Meghalaya's population is under the age of 35. The IT
industry has a lot of potentials. In the state, there is a significant
demographic dividend.
This will make it easier to put young people's abilities to work in the IT
industry.
According to the World Economic Forum, by 2025, half of the world's
workforce will require reskilling. This is primarily due to technological
advancements.
Furthermore, job automation and the pandemic are causing more economic
shocks. The tech park will fill this chasm.
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UP Wins Tableau Of The Year In 2022 Republic Day Parade
The Uttar Pradesh tableau was chosen as the best among the 12 States/UTs in the
Republic Day parade on 26 January 2022.
Highlights:
The Uttar Pradesh tableau was chosen as the best among the 12 States/UTs
in the Republic Day parade on 26 January 2022.
'One District, One Product and Kashi Vishwanath Dham' was the topic of
the Uttar Pradesh tableau. On 26 January, a total of 12 states and union
territories marched in the Republic Day parade.
Karnataka took second place with a tableau focused on the 'cradle of
traditional handicrafts.'
In contrast, Meghalaya took third with a tableau based on 'Meghalaya's 50
years of Statehood and its tribute to women-led cooperative societies and
SHGs.'
Other Winners:
Among the three Services, the best marching contingent was India's Navy.
CAPF/other auxiliary troops' best marching contingent: Force de Scurit
Industrielle Centrale (CISF)
In the category of central ministries and departments, the tableaux of the
ministries of education and civil aviation were voted joint winners.
'National Education Policy' was the theme of the ministry of education and
skill development and entrepreneurship's tableau.
Best state/UTs Tableau: Maharashtra (Theme' Biodiversity and State Biosymbols of Maharashtra'.);
Best marching contingent among three Services: Indian Air Force;
Best marching contingent among CAPF/other auxiliary forces: Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF);
Central Ministry: Ministry of Communication/Department of Posts (Theme
'India Post: 75 years @ Resolve Women Empowerment'.)
Popular Choice:
The popular choice category award was first introduced in 2022, with the
general public being encouraged to vote on the best marching contingents
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and greatest tableaux via the MyGov platform.
Between 25 January and 31 January 2022, an internet poll was conducted.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Volatile Organic Compounds
At room temperature, volatile organic compounds are lighter than air. VOCs cause
cancer and respiratory discomfort when they are inhaled often.
Highlights:
VOC is used as paint thinners. Also, they are used in perfumes.
They are naturally found in petroleum products. Plants, animals, and
microorganisms also produce them.
The water solubility of volatile organic compounds is very low. They are
highly unstable at room temperature.
The most dangerous of all the VOCs is benzene. It's known as a carcinogen.
It's typically present in gasoline, cigarette smoke, automobiles, and paints.
It is utilized in the dry cleaning industry. It's also a volatile organic
compound (VOC). These VOCs can be found in dry-cleaned clothing.
Eye, nose, and throat irritation Dizziness, headaches, and asthma-like
symptoms It also causes a lot of cancer, kidney damage, and liver damage.
VOC And Environment:
Plants are responsible for 90% of the VOC in the atmosphere. VOCs play a
significant role in chemical reactions in the atmosphere.
The VOCs help to keep the air above it clean. They also react with harmful
pollutants and subdue their environmental effects.
VOCs play a critical role in animal-plant communication. VOC
concentrations in homes are five times higher than those in the atmosphere.
VOCs can also stay in homes for prolonged periods. Long-term inhalation of
VOCs causes cancer.
Countries' Standards
The world's governments, including the United States and the United
Kingdom, have not established any regulations for VOC industrial limits. To
limit VOC exposure, increase house ventilation.
There is no distinction between VOCs and other contaminants in the air in
India.
According to China, VOCs are substances generated from industrial
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pollution, autos, burning fuels, transportation, furniture coatings, and other
sources.
Hazardous materials are the name given to them In the USA. According to
the definition Of EU, VOCs are organic compounds with a boiling point of
less than or equal to 250 degrees Celsius.

Astronomers Discover Ultra-Long-Period Magnetar
At Curtin University's International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research,
Astronomers recently discovered an object known as an "Ultra-long-period
Magnetar."
Highlights:
During their observations, the object appeared and vanished several times
over the course of a few hours.
For astronomers, it was eerie since there was nothing else in the sky that
could have done it.
It can be found in the Galactic backyard, around 4,000 light-years away.
The newly found object is extremely brilliant and dwarfs the Sun in size.
It was sending out strongly polarised radio waves, indicating that it
possessed a very powerful magnetic field.
It's a form of slow-spinning neutron star that's theoretically possible to find.
Magnetar:
Magnetars are a type of neutron star with a very strong magnetic field.
The emission of high-energy electromagnetic radiation, such as gamma rays
and X-rays, is fueled by magnetic-field decay. Christopher Thompson and
Robert Duncan proposed the hypothesis on these things in 1992.
Bohdan Paczynski later developed the theory. A burst of gamma rays from
the Large Magellanic Cloud was explained by the theory.
In the year 2020, a magnetar produced a rapid radio burst (FRB). The
collapsed core of a huge supergiant star with a total mass of 10 to 25 solar
masses is known as a neutron star. These stars are the tiniest and densest
stellar objects known.
Transients:
Astronomers aren't unfamiliar with objects in the Universe turning on and
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off. Such objects are referred to as "transients" by astronomers.
Transients are divided into two categories:
Supernovae, for example, are examples of slow transients. They appear over
the course of a few days and then vanish after a few months.
Fast transients are similar to pulsars, which are a type of neutron star. They
turn on and off in a matter of seconds or milliseconds.

First Molecular Electronics Chip Developed By Roswell Biotechnologies
Roswell Biotechnologies has built the first molecular electronics.
Highlights:
Roswell Biotechnologies realized a 50-year-old objective of integrating
single molecules into circuits to achieve Moore's law scaling constraints.
The molecular electronic chip was created to lay a solid technological
foundation for biosensing in the future of precision medicine and personal
health.
A programable biosensor with real-time, unlimited scaling in sensor pixel
density and single-molecule sensitivity is created using a molecular
electronic chip that exploits single molecules as universal sensor
components in the circuit.
The device will enable advancements in various domains, including
diagnostics, drug development, proteomics, and DNA sequencing, all of
which are essentially reliant on detecting molecular interactions.
It combines single molecules with standard semiconductor chip technology
to create a programable biosensor that brings together a variety of omics
measurements and biosensing applications on a single platform.
Component:
A programable semiconductor chip featuring scalable sensor array
architecture makes up the molecular electronics platform.
An electrical current meter is included in each array element, which
monitors the current flowing via precision-engineered molecular wire.
The wire is strung between nanoelectrodes and connected to the circuit
directly. The sensor can be configured by linking the desired probe molecule
to a molecular wire.
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The detected current gives a direct electronic readout of the probe's
molecular interactions in real-time.
Application:
It identifies multi-omic molecular interactions in real-time at the singlemolecule level.
A variety of probe molecules are presented in the PNAS publication,
including aptamers, DNA, antigens, and antibodies.
It also shows how probing molecules can be used for various purposes,
including quick COVID testing, proteomics, and drug development.
Roswell Biotechnologies:
Roswell Biotechnologies digitizes biology with molecular electronics to
predict, diagnose, and cure disease.
It has created the "Roswell ME ChipTM," the world's first molecular
electronics chip.
The firm was established in 2014 and is based in San Diego, California.

Aditya-L1 Mission
In the year 2022, ISRO is expected to launch the "Aditya-L1 mission" to investigate
the sun.
Highlights:
The L1 Lagrange point will be the landing site for the Aditya-L1 mission.
After AstroSat, this will be ISRO's second space-based astronomy mission.
In 2015, AstroSat was launched.Aditya-L1 was originally known as Aditya
1 and was designed to only observe the solar corona.
Aditya L1, a solar probe, will be launched on a Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV) XL carrying seven payloads or experiments.
Objectives:
The Sun's corona (visible and near-infrared rays), chromosphere
(ultraviolet), photosphere (soft and hard X-ray), solar winds and flares, solar
emissions, and Coronal Mass Ejections will all be studied by the Aditya L1
mission (CMEs).
It will also image the Sun 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Challenges:
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The greatest hurdle for the Aditya L1 mission is the Sun's distance from
Earth, which is around 15 crore kilometers.
Previous ISRO flights' payloads have mostly remained immobile in space
due to a number of dangers.
However, Aditya L1 has certain moving parts, which raises the chances of a
collision.
Other concerns include extremely high temperatures and radiation from the
sun's atmosphere. Aditya L1, on the other hand, will stay a long way away.
This mission is vital because it is critical to study the Sun in light of the fact
that the Sun controls the evolution of planets and exoplanets outside the
Solar System.
The weather of the entire system is influenced by the weather of the sun and
its environment.
It will aid in the research of the Solar Weather System's Effects of Variation.
Changes in the weather can alter satellite orbits or possibly reduce their
lifespan. It will aid in the study and tracking of Earth-directed storms.

New Wasp Species Called Neuroterus Valhalla
Neuroterus Valhalla is a new wasp species found by Rice University researchers.
Highlights:
It's a strange creature that spends 11 months of the year in a crypt. It's only a
centimeter in length.
It was found outside the Valhalla student pub. As a result, it was given that
name. In 2018, the species was collected from an oak tree.
The male member of the species has yet to be discovered by scientists.
Females lay their eggs on trees.
A cynipid gall wasp is what it is. It makes crypts or galls around its eggs
with chemicals. Humans are aware of approximately 1,300 gall wasps.
They're sold across Europe and North America. Gall wasp reproduction is
partly parthenogenesis. Parthenogenesis is asexual reproduction in which the
organism grows and reproduces without sperm.
Along with the eggs, N.valhalla females lay a chemical compound. The
crypt or gall is formed when this chemical material interacts with the tree.
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The gall is where the wasp spends virtually its whole life. The wasp only
lives for three or four days after escaping from the gall.
Within these four days, they mate and lay eggs. They don't and don't do
anything about it. Their sole function is to reproduce.
The wasp N.valhalla lays two generations of eggs each year. In addition,
only successive generations deposit eggs.
Wasps lay their eggs on flowers.
They lay their eggs on the developing stem buds in such instances. They
perish if they hatch at the incorrect time and there are no flowers (or good
sites to lay eggs) nearby.
These wasps have only been discovered in oak trees so far. They are found
in both the United States and Mexico

Nasal Booster Trials By Bharat Biotech
India's Drug Controller General has approved the COVAXIN booster studies.
Bharat Biotech, the same firm that makes COVAXIN, created these boosters.
Highlights:
For the most susceptible, boosters are being introduced. The booster doses
will give you the strength you need to battle the third wave of Omicron
spreaders.
Nine hundred people will be used in the experiments. Aside from that, the
studies will involve a total of 5000 healthy people.
COVISHIELD has been given to 2,500 people, while COVAXIN has been
given to another 2,500 people.
The second dose and the booster dose should be separated by six months.
The booster dose will be available in March 2022, following the completion
of the trials.
An intranasal vaccination is used for the booster dosage. It is sprayed
directly into the nose.
Intra Nasal Vaccine:
The intranasal vaccine has the benefit of being self-administered. It's
available as a liquid or as a dry powder.
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Mucosal vaccinations are administered intranasally. That is, where the
mucosal membrane is present, they are delivered.
The respiratory, digestive, and genitourinary tracts are all included.
Intranasal vaccines protect against infection at the source.
The intramuscular vaccine is the other form of immunization. These
vaccinations are given by injection into the hand or hip.
They cause the immune system to produce antibodies throughout the body.
Intranasal vaccinations induce the systemic immune response.
They cause mucosal antibody secretion to be produced. This is more
effective against various strains and mutations.
Booster Doses:
Booster dosages are given to boost the immune system's ability to fight the
virus. The vaccine is the same.
Its goal, however, is to raise the level of protection. Booster injections also
protect against the new variations.
They are highly beneficial to the elderly and vulnerable

HERMES Mission By NASA
NASA's HERMES project received a crucial mission review on 27 January.
Highlights:
The HERMES mission will consist of a four-instrument suite installed
outside NASA's Moon-orbiting Gateway.
The study, dubbed Key Decision Point C, assessed the mission's preliminary
design and program plan in order to meet the mission's planned launch
readiness date of November 2024.
Following the successful evaluation, the project will proceed to Phase C,
which will comprise the HERMES mission's final design.
The HERMES project will be crucial to the Artemis mission and NASA's
ambitions of establishing a permanent presence on the Moon.
"HERMES" is the acronym for "Heliophysics Environmental and Radiation
Measurement Experiment Suite."
It will be installed outside the NASA Gateway outpost's "Habitation and
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Logistics Outpost module."
Purpose:
The HERMES Mission will aid in monitoring space weather and changing
conditions in space as a result of the Sun's influence. The following elements make
up space weather:
The solar wind is a constant flow of particles and magnetic fields.
Coronal mass ejections are billion-ton gas cloud explosions.
Solar flares produce ultra-bright light flashes, which cause disturbances in
the near-Earth environment,
Astronauts and robotic missions are at risk from some of these space weather
events. These meteorological phenomena will be studied by HERMES in a highly
changeable setting. Magnetic fields and particles that have interacted with Earth
will flood HERMES.

Gateway Program:
Artemis astronauts will work and dwell at the Gateway while orbiting the
Moon, supporting scientific studies and technology development relevant to
lunar and future deep space human travel.
SMD and the Gateway Program are working together on the HERMES
payload.
This collaboration will allow HERMES to achieve science goals from the
Gateway spacecraft's cislunar viewing point.

Water on Mars - A Study By NASA
According to the Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter, Mars had water two billion years
ago. However, all of the water in the world has evaporated today.
Highlights:
MRO confirmed this with the help of salt deposits on the planet's surface.
The MRO discovered that water had recently flowed on the planet.
This begs the question of how long microbial life would have been able to
thrive on the planet.
NASA's Odyssey discovered sodium chloride deposits that covered tens to
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hundreds of square kilometers.
In the year 2001, something was discovered. In 2008, salt minerals were
discovered.
Discovery:
CRISM was used by the MRO to map the salts in the planet's southern
hemisphere. Compact Reconnaissance Imaging Spectrometer is the acronym
for Compact Reconnaissance Imaging Spectrometer.
There are several craters on Mars. These craters were used by MRO to date
the terrains. The terrain was younger if the craters were fewer in number.
Salt deposits were discovered by the MRO along the small depressions of
the volcanic plains.
The depth of these deposits was less than three meters. They were only 2.3
billion years old when they were formed.
Antarctica is the closest analog to the discovery made. In Antarctica, lakes
form when the snow melts. The salt was also left behind when the water in
the mars craters evaporated.
Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter
The orbiter was launched to investigate Mars' environment and geology.
MRO identified the largest water reserves on Mars in 2019. SHARAD was
the one who made the finding (Shallow Radar).
Major Instruments In MRO:
HiRISE: High-Resolution Imaging Science Experiment: It is a camera. It is
used to observe craters, canyons, and layered deposits
CTX: Context Camera: It provides a wide-angle view
MARCI: Mars Color Imager: Monitors clouds and dust storms. It is a
weather camera
MCS: Mars Climate Sounder: It detects water vapor concentrations, dust,
and temperature variations
SHARAD: Shallow Radar

Dubai To Launch The Jet
THE JET ZeroEmission, a Dubai-based company, has announced the introduction
of 'THE JET,' the world's first hydrogen-powered flying boat, in Dubai, United
Arab Emirates.
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Highlights:
THE JET ZeroEmission, a Dubai-based company, has announced the
introduction of 'THE JET,' the world's first hydrogen-powered flying boat, in
Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
'THE JET' is equipped with cutting-edge features and technology, allowing
it to fly silently over the water at a cruising speed of 40 knots while carrying
up to 8-12 passengers.
The deal among Swiss startup THE JET ZeroEmission, UAE-based Zenith
Marine Services, and US-based DWYN to build and operate 'The Jet' in
Dubai led to this statement.
THE JET will make its first flight during the COP28, which will be placed in
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, in 2023.
Hydrogen fuel cells generate energy by combining hydrogen and oxygen in
specially prepared plates, which are then stacked together to form a larger
fuel cell stack.'
The Jet will also feature 'hydrofoils,' which are wing-like blades beneath the
hull that cuts through to the water as the boat speeds up, causing uplift,
similar to aviation aerofoils.
The Jet will be 32 feet long, weigh 6 tonnes, and be capable of transporting
up to 12 passengers including a pilot across the water at cruising speeds of
up to 40 knots, or 46 miles per hour, once completed.
The Jet concept photos show an extraordinary slim white vehicle with
blacked-out passenger windows, reminiscent of a swish limousine on the
seas.

Ring-Shaped Molecules Research
A team of MIT chemical engineers has developed a new material that is stronger
and lighter than steel.
Highlights:
The material is simple to produce in significant quantities. Their research
was published in the journal 'Nature.'
A two-dimensional polymer is a new substance. Unlike all other polymers, it
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can self-assemble into sheets.
Other polymers, like spaghetti, produce one-dimensional chains. Scientists
previously assumed that inducing polymers in 2D sheets was impossible.
These materials could be employed as a lightweight, long-lasting coating for
cell phones or automobile parts.
These can also be used to construct bridges and other buildings. Plastics
aren't typically utilized to support structures, but their advancement has
opened up new possibilities.
Development:
A new polymerization method was used to create the new material. Using
this method, they were able to create a two-dimensional sheet known as
polyaramide.
Scientists employed melamine, a chemical with a ring of carbon and
nitrogen atoms, to create the monomer building blocks.
Under the right conditions, these monomers can grow in two dimensions.
Polymers:
Polymers, including all plastics, are made up of monomers, chains of
building blocks. At the ends of the chains, additional molecules are added.
Polymers can be injected molded into three-dimensional items like water
bottles once they've been produced.
Polymer scientists have been wondering for a long time if polymers could be
formed into a two-dimensional sheet that is both strong and light.
However, work in this subject led to the conclusion that it was not possible.
This is because if only one monomer spins up or down out of the growing
sheet's plane, the material begins to expand in three dimensions, and the
sheet's structure is lost.

ISS Transition Plan By NASA
According to NASA, the International Space Station (ISS) will be decommissioned
in 2031.
Highlights:
The spacecraft will fall out of orbit in 2031 and into the South Pacific
Ocean's waters. NASA issued the ISS transition plan.
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It outlined how the International Space Station's functions will be transferred
to commercial low-Earth orbit destinations in the future.
As a groundbreaking scientific platform in microgravity, the ISS is
approaching its third and most productive decade.
For more than two decades, the International Space Station (ISS) has been
orbiting Earth at a speed of roughly 8 kilometers per second.
Onboard, an international crew of astronauts and cosmonauts has been
performing the groundbreaking scientific research that has paved the way for
deep space travel.
ISS Spacecraft
Former US President Ronald Reagan conceived of the International Space
Station (ISS) in 1984. He suggested building a permanently inhabited
spacecraft with the help of a few other countries.
In 1998, a Russian rocket put the first section of the space station, a control
module, into orbit.
Following that, the US space shuttle Endeavour crew linked the control
module to another component known as the 'Unity node.'
The space station was later assembled in sections until it was ready to carry
a crew. On November 2, 2000, the first crew arrived at the International
Space Station.
Since then, it has flown more than 200 astronauts and cosmonauts from 19
different countries. According to NASA, the space station on Earth weighs
around a million pounds.
It's the same size as a football field in the United States. The spacecraft can
accommodate a six-person crew as well as tourists.
Laboratory modules from the United States, Japan, Russia, and Europe are
included. The ISS was supposed to be operational for 15 years.
On the other hand, NASA decided to extend its stay in space for another ten
years in 2014.
Retirement And Replacement Of ISS;
According to NASA, the ISS will re-enter the Earth's atmosphere in January
2031.
Mission control will lower the craft's altitude before beginning its fall into
the 'South Pacific Oceanic Uninhabited Area (SPOUA),' located around
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Point Nemo.
The ISS crew will perform a re-entry burn and give the final push to lower
the space station.
The International Space Station will be replaced by more privately owned
and operated space platforms.
Point Nemo serves as a space graveyard, frequently interred retired space
trash. It's 2,700 kilometers away from the nearest land.
Jules Verne's novel "Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea."

Space X Launched NROL-87 Mission
SpaceX successfully launched NROL-87, a spy satellite for the US military, as part
of the operation.
Highlights:
Falcon rocket was used to launch the satellite, which is the second of the
mission's three planned launches.Many details of the NRO fleet are never
revealed, as these satellites are employed for military purposes.
The First Time NRO Mission required a Rocket landing, also called a
Vertical landing. This was propelled from the Californian Space Force
outpost of Vandenberg.
The NROL-87 is a reconnaissance satellite operated by the United States.
The satellite was launched into a 512.7 km orbit by a Falcon rocket. It was
orbited around the Sun in a Sun Synchronous Orbit, also known as Helio
synchronous orbit, which It's a polar orbit.
The satellite passes through at the same local average solar time as the
provided point at this location.
Since 1961, Reconnaissance satellites have been launched, and The National
Reconnaissance Office, or NRO, is in charge of and operates them.
The NRO launches a large number of satellites each year. It is in charge of
designing, building, and operating spy satellites used for military and
intelligence applications.
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ENVIRONMENT
Sahara Desert Snowfall
The Sahara Desert, the world's largest desert, recently saw snowfall.
Highlights:
Snowfall in the Sahara Desert was a once-in-a-lifetime occurrence.
Snow fell on the beach after temperatures dipped below freezing, and ice
formed on the sand dunes.
There have been reports of temperatures as high as 58 degrees Celsius.
Ain-Sefra is a town in the Naama province in northwestern Algeria. It is
known as "The Sahara's Gateway."
It is encircled by the Atlas Mountains and is at a height of around 3,000 feet
above sea level. The sand dunes in this location can reach heights of up to
180 meters.
It is also affected by water scarcity. Temperatures in the town recently
dropped to -2 degrees Celsius, resulting in snowfall.
Causes
Temperatures in the Ain-Sefra region are substantially milder in January.
The temperature may reach 14 degrees Celsius.
Climate change and Arctic warming could be to blame for this once-in-alifetime occurrence.
Previous Instances
This isn't the first time the Sahara Desert has seen snow. Snow has fallen for
the fifth time in the last 42 years.
Snowfall was previously recorded in the region in 1979, 2016, 2018, and
2021. The amount of snowfall varied from year to year.
There was a snowfall in 1979. In contrast, it received 40 cm of snowfall in
2018.

Tahiti Coral Reef In Pristine Condition
A coral reef was recently discovered off the coast of Tahiti by experts. The reef
stretches for two kilometers and is undisturbed by human activities or climate
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change.
Highlights:
During a dive expedition, the coral reef was discovered. UNESCO provided
funding for the expedition.
The corals discovered had a diameter of six feet. Coral spawning has been
observed on the island, according to the experts.
Coral reefs were identified at depths ranging from 100 to 210 feet. This is a
little more in-depth.
The corals, in other words, were discovered in the mesophotic zone. The
furthest zones into which sunlight can enter are these.
The corals are protected from human activity at this depth. Coral bleaching
struck the entire French Coral Polynesia in 2019.
Climate change and global warming are to blame for coral bleaching.
However, the 2019 coral bleaching had no effect on this fresh coral reef.
This is primarily because of its depth.
Coral Bleaching:
Corals are invertebrates that live in the sea. They include zooxanthellae,
which are microscopic algae. The corals supply food for the algae, while the
algae give shelter for the algae.
They are mutually beneficial. The corals are finding it difficult to hold the
algae due to global warming and rising sea temperatures. They let them go.
These algae give the corals their colors. When the algae are discharged, it
loses their color. This is referred to as coral bleaching. Corals die as a result
of this because they are deprived of food.
Coral spawning
The spawning of corals is a natural occurrence.
Multiple coral species release their eggs and sperm during coral spawning.
They float to the ocean's surface, fertilize, and produce new larvae.
After the new moon day, the synchronization takes place.

New Species Of Birds In Borneo
Cyornis and Zosterops, two new bird species, were recently identified in Borneo.
These animals lived in the Meratus Mountains in Borneo's southeast.
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Highlights:
Borneo has a high amount of bird biodiversity and endemism.
Under taxonomic arrangements, around 50 indigenous species have been
described from the island.
Many of them are montane specialists, and the highlands of Borneo are
home to roughly 27 unique species.
Cyornis is a genus of passerine birds that belongs to the Muscicapidae
family of Old World flycatchers.
There are currently 25 species recognized in this genus. It also contains
some species that were formerly classified as Rhinomyias.
It can be found from the Indian subcontinent to Southeast Asia, including
Indonesia and the Philippines.
Cyornis Flycatchers
The plumage of most Cyornis flycatchers is sexually dimorphic. Males are
blue on top and blue and white or orange and white on the bottom.
Few animals, however, are sexually monomorphic and lack vibrant colors.
This species has been most closely related to the Dayak blue flycatcher, but
the top parts are a lighter blue, while the underparts are less reddish and
more whitish.
Zosterops:
Zosterops is a passerine bird genus. It is made up of typical white-eyes from
the Zosteropidae family.
There are over 100 species in this genus. These animals can be found in the
Afrotropical, Australasian, and Indo-Malayan kingdoms.
These birds are master colonists of islands. This explains why there are so
many different white-eye species.
The distinctive white feather ring around the eye of Zosterops white-eyes is
its most distinguishing feature.
Some species, however, do not have it. Because of its olive upperparts and
darker underparts, this species is most closely related to lemon-bellied whiteeye.

Green Climate Fund
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The Green Climate Fund is a fund that invests in developing nations. It aids
governments in their efforts to combat climate change.
Highlights:
Its headquarters are in Incheon, South Korea. The fund's principal goal is to
support climate-related programs, policies, and other initiatives in
developing nations.
It was created as part of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC).
The fund is mainly funded by the United States and the European Union.
These countries are responsible for 54 percent of the cost of climate
mitigation. The World Bank was designated as a temporary trustee during
the fund's early phases.
In 2015, the GCF failed to reduce the money set aside for fossil-fuel
initiatives at its board meeting.
Projects in China, Japan, and Saudi Arabia were among them. The money is
available to about 154 nations.
Countries received 2.5 billion dollars between 2015 and 2019. The small
Island Developing States, African countries, and Least Developing
Countries received 54 percent of the total.
Despite this, 16 of the 37 countries that were eligible for financing did not
receive it.
Issues:
The countries, particularly Africa, are not receiving the Green Climate Fund.
This is owing to the fund's lengthy and complicated application process.
GCF has been a hot topic at practically every international climate
conference.
The developing countries worried about the issue at the COP26 meeting in
Glasgow in 2021.
The developing countries complained that the affluent countries had failed to
meet their promise of a $100 billion target.
Institutional capacity is lacking. Some countries' administrations are plagued
by poor governance and human resources.
Somalia, Eritrea, and Yemen, for example. Others, such as Afghanistan, are
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in the midst of brutal battles.
These countries were not eligible for the GCF. The GCF board believes that
the cash granted to these countries does not reach the people.

Ocean Melting In Greenland Mission By NASA
NASA launched the Ocean Melting Greenland mission, also known as the OMG
mission. The mission lasted five years.
Highlights:
It came to a close on December 31, 2021. The mission's primary goal
was to measure ice loss in Greenland.
The glaciers in Greenland are being melted by the ocean waters almost
as much as the warm air above is melting them.
The expedition conducted a comprehensive survey of the seafloor along
Greenland's coasts. It tracked the ocean's temperature from year to
year, place to place, and top to bottom.
The ocean was thoroughly mapped out. The salinity of the water was
tested at various depths by the mission.
It also looked at how the salty Atlantic ocean affected Greenland's ice
melting. Satellites could only report the temperature of the sea surface.
Based on this information, the full impact of global warming in
Greenland could not be studied.
The scientists were curious as to how much ice was being lost. They
wanted to know how much there was. They had to dive into the water
for this.
Findings:
According to the mission's research, if all of Greenland's ice melts, the
global ocean level will rise by 7.4 meters.
Greenland's ice is melting five times quicker than 25 years ago. In
Greenland, there are around 220 glaciers.
They are being melted at a faster rate by the ocean waters. In
Greenland, the upper layer of the waters is exceptionally frigid. It's also
not salty.
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The Arctic provides more of the upper layer of water. The bottom
layers, on the other hand, are warmer.
The glaciers are melting four to five times faster due to the bottom
waters.The melting rate increases as the depth increases. In addition,
water at greater depths is saltier.

Forest Area Gain Indias Rank
According to the Department of Economic Affairs' latest Economic Survey, India
ranks third in the world in regards to forest gain area.
Highlights:
Between 2010 and 2020, India added 2,66,000 hectares of forest each year.
Forest covers 24% of India's entire geographical area.
India's forests make up 2% of the world's total forest area. Brazil, Congo,
Peru, and Russia are the countries with the most forest, according to the
survey. Brazil's forest covers 59 percent of the country's entire land area.
Peru has 57 percent, Congo has 56 percent, and Russia has 50 percent.
Around ten countries were responsible for 66% of the world's forests.
The state with the most forest cover was Madhya Pradesh. The state
accounts for 11% of India's total forest cover. Arunachal Pradesh came in
second.
The state's forest cover accounts for 9% of the country's total. Chhattisgarh
has 8%, Odisha has 7%, and Maharashtra has 7%.
Forest Cover Propotions
The following states have the largest proportion of forest, or area covered by
forest, in comparison to their geographical area:
Mizoram: 85%
Arunachal Pradesh: 79%
Meghalaya: 76%
Manipur: 74%
Nagaland: 74%
Between 2011 and 2021, India's extremely dense forest cover rose by 20%.
The amount of open forest has increased by 7%.
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New Fossil Flowers Found In Myanmar
Paleontologists found two fossil flowers in Myanmar lately. By the end of the
Cretaceous epoch, the blooms were still alive.
Highlights:
They've been around for a hundred million years. Phylica piloburmensis and
Eophylica priscastellata were the two flowers.
Flowers usually turn into fruit or seed and then fade away. In addition,
leaves are more robust than blossoms.
The aptitude and stamina for preservation are significantly greater in the
leaves. As a result, finding flowers in fossil records is extremely rare.
As a result, the new fossil flowers discovered in Myanmar are extremely
valuable due to their rarity.
Special Features:
Flowering plants multiply swiftly. They have a more complex breeding
system. This aids in their development.
That is to say, they tend to alter as time passes. On the other hand, the new
fossil flowers showed no such alterations.
By changes, the scientists most likely mean that their leaves have turned
greener, have shrunk in size to adapt to rising temperatures, have grown
larger flowers, or have undergone other changes.
They haven't changed in 100 million years! In this time, even humans have
changed and evolved.
Human ancestors, known as hominids, existed 2 million years ago. There are
evidential differences between humans and hominids.
Fire's Role:
Fire, according to scientists, is the inducing element. The flowers were
pushed to become stronger and more resistant to alteration as a result of the
fire.
They fashioned themselves to survive on burnt land surfaces 100 million
years ago and survived the extinction of dinosaurs on the planet.

New Vatta Species Of Fish Discovered
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A new Vatta species has been discovered by the Central Marine Fisheries Research
Institute (CMFRI). Scomberoides pelagicus is the name of the new fish.
Highlights:
The new fish, a member of the queenfish family called Sciaenidae, is known
as Pola Vatta. It has a deep oval body and a concave dorsal head. Compared
to other closely similar species, this species has fewer gill rakers.
The discovery contributes to the country's marine variety and improves
India's biodiversity standing.
It will aid policymakers and environmentalists in developing new
conservation strategies. It eats small fish and invertebrates from the sea.
Anchovy is the leading food of adult fish, and The juveniles eat crustaceans
like copepods. The queenfish is a common prey item for a variety of
enormous fish. Croaking is a sound made by this fish, which differs
according to the species.
The male fish makes the croaking sound, which is a mating call, while Some
other fishes use croaking sounds to communicate. They can work all year.
These fish are the 25th most abundant species, and they are the most notable
species for fisheries.
Sciaenidae:
It's located in the Pacific Ocean and classified as Least Concern in
conservation. The queen croaker is another name for it.
It measures about 30 centimeters in length and has a compressed and
elongated body. The color of the belly is silver grey.
The pectoral fin is black, and the fins are yellowish, with two rows of sharp
teeth in its mouth. During the day, these fish can be seen in coastal waters,
and at night, they go to deeper waters.
There is very little information regarding the population's distribution, but it
is California's most common sportfishing catch.
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DEFENCE
New Defence Intelligence Agency Head: Lt General GAV Reddy
Lieutenant General GAV Reddy has been named the new Director-General of the
Defence Intelligence Agency.
Highlights:
Lieutenant General GAV Reddy has been named the new Director-General
of the Defence Intelligence Agency.
Lt Gen KJS Dhillon would be succeeded by General Reddy. Lieutenant
General KJS Dhillon retired from the Indian Army after 39 years of service
in various important positions.
The Director-General of the Defence Intelligence Agency is the agency's
chief and one of the Minister of Defence's and Chief of Defence Staff's
primary intelligence advisors.
The director general's position is rotated among the three Armed Services.
Lt Gen Kamal Davar, a former director-general of the Indian Army's
Mechanized Forces, was the DIA's first Director-General.
Lt Gen Reddy was a graduate of the Defence Services Staff College in
Wellington and has held a variety of senior command and staff positions.
After graduating from the Officers Training Academy in Chennai, Lt Gen
Reddy was appointed into the 9th Battalion of the Jat Regiment on March 8,
1986.

Women Fighter Pilots In IAF
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh announced the government's intention to make the
experimental system of inducting women as fighter pilots permanent on February 1,
2022.
Highlights:
In 2015, the Indian Air Force (IAF) began an experimental scheme to allow
women to fly fighter planes. Since the start of the trial plan in 2016, 16
women have been commissioned as fighter pilots.
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The defense ministry has now given permission to make this program
permanent. This decision was made at a time when new opportunities for
women in the military have become available.
The Indian Navy is moving forward with a proposal to provide women the
same opportunity as males to serve on warships.
Women are now allowed to fly helicopters in the Indian Army. They can
now be appointed to a permanent position.
In June 2022, the National Defence Academy will induct its first group of
female cadets.
Women In IAF And Army:
The Rafale, MiG-21s, Sukhoi-30s, and MiG-29 fighters are all flown by
women pilots in the IAF. India's first Rafale pilot is Flight Lieutenant
Shivangi Singh.
She was a member of the IAF tableau that took part in the Republic Day
parade in 2022. Currently, almost 9,000 women serve in the army, navy, and
air force.
The services give them greater opportunities to advance in their careers. As a
result, the number of women in the military has grown during the last seven
years.
Women are now permitted to pilot fighter jets and serve on warships.In
1992, women were allowed to join the military forces outside of the medical
stream for the first time.
The Indian Army inducted the first group of women into the Corps of
Military Police in May 2021. Women were allowed to enter the military for
the first time as non-officers.

Rafale Marine Version Flight Test
The Rafale fighter jet's marine version was recently tested on the INS Vikrant. The
test carried out from the aircraft carrier went well.
Highlights:
The test was carried out to ensure that the Rafale fighter could take off from
an aircraft carrier. It was a huge success.
A catapult launch is used to launch the aircraft carrier INS Vikrant. The jets
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also behaved admirably during the launch.
A catapult is a device that allows a plane to take off in a confined space. It's
a sort of aided takeoff. It provides the flight with more inertia.
The energy for conventional runway flights comes from a fast, steady
lengthy run.
Such a long run is not practicable in an aircraft carrier, necessitating a
catapult launch.
Catapult Launch Working And Assisted Take Off:
In about 2 to 3 seconds, the catapult accelerates the airplane from 0 to 165
knots. The accumulators capture high-pressure steam in this system.
This steam comes from nuclear power plants. The accumulators' valves are
shut off after the desired steam pressure is reached, and the catapult is ready
to fire.
A shuttle is part of the catapult launch system. Through this shuttle, the
aircraft is connected to the carrier. In the catapult, there are two pistons.
The aircraft is held together by these pistons. The steam in the accumulator
is discharged when the time comes.
The piston is pushed forward, and the catapult is released. A push is given to
the flight. It develops inertia.
It's a mechanism that makes it easier for planes to take to the air and take off.
It is employed when the aircraft's weight exceeds the maximum takeoff
weight, the runway is too short, or it has insufficient power

BDL And Indian Army Contract: Konkurs-M Anti-Tank Guided Missiles
Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) and the Indian Army inked a deal to manufacture
and supply Konkurs-M anti-tank guided missiles on February 3, 2022.
Highlights:
Konkurs-M Anti-Tank Guided Missiles is valued at upto Rs 3,131.82 crore,
and it is a three-year deal. BDL has an order book worth Rs 11,400 crore,
including the Konkurs-M contract.
BDL manufactures the Konkurs-M anti-tank guided missiles under a license
agreement with the Russian Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM).
The missile has been indigenized to the fullest extent possible. BDL also has
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Konkurs-M missiles available for export to friendly foreign governments.
The Konkurs-M is a mechanized infantry anti-tank guided missile in its
second version. It's designed to take out armored vehicles that have
explosive reactive armor.
Missiles can be launched from a ground launcher or a BMP-II tank. Its range
is from 75 to 4000 meters.
Its range is from 75 to 4000 meters. At ranges of 75 to 4,000 meters, the
missile is designed to combat modern tanks equipped with light armored
vehicles, ERA, fortifications, and engineer constructions.
It may be used in both daylight and dark environments. Combat assets,
training aids, and maintenance facilities make up the ATGM system.
The Konkurs-M system can be placed on various tracked and wheeled
platforms due to its launcher architecture.
Bharat Dynamics Limited:
BDL is an Indian ammunition and missile system manufacturer. In 1970, it
was founded in Hyderabad, Telangana.
It was created to serve as a factory for guided missile systems. It has three
manufacturing facilities located at:
Kanchanbagh is located in Hyderabad, Telangana.
Bhanur is located in the Medak district of Telangana
Visakhapatnam is located in Andhra Pradesh.

Sea Trails Of 5th Scorpene Submarine 'Vagir.'
The Indian Navy's brand-new submarine, the fifth of six French-designed Scorpeneclass submarines, has completed its first sea sortie and will now undergo extensive
testing.
Highlights:
The Indian Navy's Kalvari class's fifth submarine, Project 75, Yard 11879,
began sea trials on 22 February.
The submarine was launched in November 2020 from Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited's Kanhoji Angre Wet Basin (MDL).
After commissioning, the submarine would be given the name Vagir.
The Indian Navy's brand-new submarine, "Vagir," the fifth of six Scorpene-

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 31 - February 6, 2022)

class submarines designed by the French.
It completed its first sea sortie and will undergo extensive testing before
being deployed to the Navy later this year.
After being commissioned into service, the submarine known as "Yard
11879" during its development by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited
(MDL) in conjunction with the Naval Group of France will be renamed
"Vagir."
The submarine's systems will now be thoroughly tested at sea, including
propulsion, missiles, and sensors.
After completing these trials, the submarine will be delivered to the Indian
Navy in 2022.
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PERSONS
Prime Minister of Portugal: Antonio Costa
Antonio Costo, the Prime Minister of Portugal, was re-elected after his center-left
Socialist Party won a majority of the vote.
Highlights:
Antonio Costo, the Prime Minister of Portugal, was re-elected after his
center-left Socialist Party won a huge victory in the 2022 legislative
election.
In the 230-seat Parliament, the Socialist Party won 117 seats.
Despite forecasts of a close race, the PSD, the biggest opposition centerright party, won 27.8% of the vote and 71 seats.
Since November 26, 2015, Antonio Costo has been the 119th Prime Minister
of Portugal.
Antnio Luis Santos da Costa GCIH, a Portuguese lawyer and politician, has
been the 119th and current Prime Minister of Portugal since November 26,
2015, presiding over the XXI (20152019) and XXII (2019present)
Constitutional Governments.
From 1995 to 1997, he served as Secretary of State for Parliamentary
Affairs, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs from 1997 to 1999, Minister of
Justice from 1999 to 2002, Minister of Internal Administration from 2005 to
2007, and Mayor of Lisbon from 2007 to 2015.
In September 2014, he was elected Secretary-General of the Socialist Party.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
World Games Athlete Of The Year award 2021 Won By PR Sreejesh
PR Sreejesh, an Indian men's hockey player, has been named World Games Athlete
of the Year for 2021.
Highlights:
PR Sreejesh, an Indian men's hockey player, has been named World Games
Athlete of the Year for 2021.
He is the second Indian to win this prize, following Rani Rampal.
Rani Rampal, the Indian women's hockey captain, became the first Indian to
win the award in 2020 for her achievements 2019.
Based on individual or team accomplishments, the yearly awards were
nominated by 24 athletes from 17 countries.
The runners-up are Spanish wushu player Alberto Gins Lpez and Italian
wushu player Michele Giordano.
Sreejesh was selected goalie of the year for 2021 at the FIH Stars Awards in
October.
Sreejesh was the lone Indian nominated, and the International Hockey
Federation recommended him (FIH).

Laureus World Breakthrough of the Year Award Nominates Neeraj Chopra
Neeraj Chopra is nominated for the Laureus World Breakthrough of the Year
Award.
Highlights:
Neeraj Chopra, a gold medalist at the Tokyo Olympics, was nominated for
the Laureus World Breakthrough of the Year Award in 2022.
Daniil Medvedev (Australian Open runner-up), Emma Raducanu (British
tennis player), Pedri (Barcelona and Spain footballer), Yulimar Rojas
(Venezuelan athlete), and Ariarne Titmus (Venezuelan athlete) are the other
five nominees (Australian swimmer).
Following voting by the Laureus World Sports Academy, which comprises
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71 sporting legends, the winners will be announced in April.
The 23-year-old became the second Indian to win an individual gold medal
and first in track and field.
He won the gold medal in javelin's throw, with a throw of 87.58 meters.
He is the 3rd Indian to get the Laures Nomination after Legendary cricketer
Sachin Tendulkar and Pro Wrestler Vignesh Phogat.
A panel with more than 1,300 sports journalists and broadcasters worldwide
has selected the nominees in the seven categories for the 2022 Laureus
World Sports Awards.

ICC Spirit Of Cricket Award 2021: Daryl Mitchell
Daryl Mitchell of New Zealand has been granted the ICC Spirit of Cricket Award
2021.
Highlights
Daryl Mitchell, a New Zealand cricketer, has been selected as the recipient
of the 2021 International Cricket Council (ICC) Spirit of Cricket Award.
This award is granted to him for refusing to take a single in the highpressure 2021 ICC Men's T20 World Cup Semi-Finals against England at
the Sheikh Zayed Stadium in Abu Dhabi because he thought he had
"obstructed" bowler Adil Rashid's path.
After Daniel Vettori, Brendon McCullum, and Kane Williamson, he is the
fourth New Zealand player to receive the trophy.
The ICC Spirit of Cricket Award is presented yearly by the ICC to the player
who best exemplifies the "Spirit of the Game."
ICC Chairman and CEO are Greg Barclay and Geoff Allardice.
ICC Headquarters was founded in Dubai, the United Arab Emirates, on 15
June 1909.
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SPORTS
Odisha Open 2022 Bagged By Unnati Hooda And Kiran George
Unnati Hooda won the women's singles title at the 2022 Odisha Open badminton
competition, defeating Smit Toshniwal.
Highlights:
Unnati Hooda won the women's singles title at the 2022 Odisha Open
badminton competition, defeating compatriot Smit Toshniwal 21-18, 21-11.
Unnati, 14 years old, is the tournament's youngest Indian winner. Kiran
George, 21, of India, won the men's singles event by defeating Priyanshu
Rajawat 21-15, 14-21, 21-18.
Treesa Jolly and P. Gayatri won the women's doubles title in another allIndia final, defeating Sanyogita Ghorpade and Shruti Mishra.
The host, however, was disappointed in the men's and mixed doubles finals,
where home-grown talent competed against international opponents.
The 2022 Odisha Open is a BWF Super 100 tournament held in Cuttack,
Odisha, at the Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor Stadium.

Magnus Carlsen Beats Fabiano Caruana In Tata Steel Chess 2022
Grand Master Magnus Carlsen, the World Champion, won with a round to spare in
Wijk Aan Zee (Netherlands).
Highlights:
Grand Master Magnus Carlsen, the World Champion, won with a round to
spare in Wijk Aan Zee (Netherlands).
The world champion defeated GM Fabiano Caruana to take a one-point lead
in the Tata Steel Chess Tournament in 2022.
It was his eighth victory, a remarkable feat. The Tata Steel Challengers were
won by Erigaisi Arjun (India).
As a result, he has qualified for the Tata Steel Masters next year. The Tata
Steel Chess Tournament will be held from 13 January to 29, 2023, for the
85th time.
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He will score a forfeit win tomorrow against GM Daniil Dubov, who cannot
return to the tournament despite a negative PCR test today.
Carlsen had already won more tournaments in Wijk aan Zee than anybody
else in the tournament's storied history.
GM Viswanathan Anand is second with five titles, followed by GMs Max
Euwe, Levon Aronian, Viktor Korchnoi, and Lajos Portisch, all of whom
have won four times.
It takes something unique for a world champion to win here eight times. The
following number to aim for is 10, which now appears to be within reach.

India Diplomatic Boycott Winter Olympics
India has announced a diplomatic boycott of the Winter Olympics' opening and
closing ceremonies.
Highlights
The 2022 Winter Olympics began on 4 February 2022 and will end on 20
February 2022 in Beijing, China.
Beijing's National Stadium hosted the Opening Ceremony, often known as
the Bird's Nest. On the other hand, India had announced a diplomatic
boycott of the opening and closing ceremonies of the Beijing Winter
Olympics.
This means that any Indian officials will attend neither the opening nor
closing ceremonies.
However, one of the country's athletes, Arif Khan (skier), has been selected
to compete. China has chosen a Chinese soldier (Qi Fabao) to carry the
Olympic flame.
On 15 June 2020, he was involved in the Galwan incident, which led to the
deaths of 20 Indian soldiers, including a Colonel.
It is China's inaugural Winter Olympic Games and its second Olympic
Games overall.
Beijing will be the first city in the world to hold both the Summer and
Winter Olympic Games in the same year.
There will be 109 events spread over 15 disciplines and seven sports at the
event.
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"Winter Dream" is the Olympic logo for the 2022 Winter Games.
Bing Dwen Dwen is the motto for the 2022 Winter Olympics. "Together for
a Shared Future" is the official slogan for the 2022 Winter Olympics.
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OBITUARY
Baba Iqbal Singh Ji, Educationist/Social Leader, Passed Away
Baba Iqbal Singh, the founder of Akal Academies and a Padma Shri awardee, died
on January 29th at the age of 96 in Himachal Pradesh's Sirmaur region.
Highlights:
Iqbal Singh passed away in the Sirmaur district's Baru Sahib. Iqbal Singh
Kingra was an educationalist and a socio-spiritual leader of the Sikh
community in India.
On January 28, Iqbal Singh was escorted to Baru Sahib in Sirmour, where he
began his journey of service to humanity in the footsteps of his guru Sant
Attar Singh Ji Maharaj.
In 2022, he was awarded the Padma Shri for his achievements in the field of
social work.
In 2008, he founded Eternal University, then in 2015, he founded Akal
University, Guru ki Kashi.
As the head of the Kalgidhar Trust, which he established in 1965. It now
runs 129 CBSE-affiliated schools with over 70,000 children.
These schools provide children from underserved communities with valuebased education.
He began with only 5 students in one classroom at Baru Sahib called Akal
Academy. He built the school with money from his pension.
Around 70 youngsters from adjacent districts applied for admittance the
following year, and numerous families volunteered to aid the trust.
In 1993, he founded Akal Academy in Muktsar, and by 1999, the trust had
established 19 academies throughout Punjab.
The trust currently operates 129 schools across Punjab, Uttar Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Haryana.

Rupinder Singh Suri, Additional Solicitor General, Passed Away
Rupinder Singh Suri, a senior counsel and Additional Solicitor General (ASG), has
died on 31 January.
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Highlights:
Rupinder Singh Suri, a senior counsel and Additional Solicitor General
(ASG), has died. In June 2020, he was named the ASG.
In 2009, he was named a senior advocate, and he was also President of the
Supreme Court Bar Association and the Supreme Court Advocates on
Record Association.
For approximately 15 years, he was a standing counsel in the Punjab
Supreme Court.
In June 2020, Suri was named the ASG.
His wife Gurvinder Suri and daughters Suruchi and Simar, both advocates,
survive him.
In 1976, he became a member of the Bar and began practicing law, and in
1984, he founded the Suri & Co. legal business.
He was a member of the International Bar Association and served as the
Secretary-General of INSOL India (a federation of accountants and
attorneys).
Since 2019, Suri has also served as India's National Representative.
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SCHEMES
National Sports Federations Scheme of Assistance
To strengthen its support for sports in India, the Union Government has authorized
the continuation of the "Scheme of Assistance to National Sports Federations
(NSFs)."
Highlights:
The continuation of the Scheme has been authorized with a budget of Rs.
1575 crore for the XV Finance Commission Cycle, which runs from
2021-22 to 2025-26.
The principal Central Sector Scheme is the Scheme of Assistance to NSFs.
It is a significant source of funding for national teams preparing for the
Asian Games, Para Asian Games, Olympic Games, Para-Olympic Games,
Commonwealth Games (CWG), and other major international tournaments.
Use:
The cycle's funding will be extended to NSFs for national team training for
national and international events between 2022 and 2026, focusing on the
Commonwealth and Asian Games in 2022, the Olympics, and the
Paralympics in 2024 Asian and Commonwealth Games in 2026.
Through this Scheme, the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports provided
financial assistance. It would also aid in the improvement of Indian athletes'
bench strength through excellent talent identification.
This will be used for,
Conducting national coaching camps
Providing training of international standards to athletes
Procuring sports equipment and consumables
Conducting data analysis on the performance of athletes
Providing sports science support
Providing recovery and rehabilitation to athletes with injury
Engaging foreign coaches and high-performance directors
Setting up a professional administrative system within NSFs.
Medal Tally Of India:
India won seven medals in six different disciplines at the 2020 Tokyo
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Olympics. It was India's most successful Olympic campaign.
India won 19 medals at the 2020 Paralympics in Tokyo. India earned 66
medals at the 2018 CWG and 69 at the Asian Games.
India won 72 medals at the 2018 Asian Para Games, the most ever at an
Asian Para Games. India earned a record-breaking 13 medals at the 2018
Youth Olympics Games.

Millets In MidDay Meal Scheme
Millets will be included in the Indian government's midday meal program. This is
being done to improve children's nutrition.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Education made the announcement. It will be executed
through the PM POSHAN initiative.
The federal government has asked state governments and union territories to
include millets in their midday meal programs.
This comprises bajra, ragi, and jowar, among others. Minerals, vitamins,
proteins, and antioxidants abound in these foods.They improve the children's
nutritional outcomes.
The government is taking steps to reduce the country's malnutrition levels.
Once a week, millets will be introduced. Cooking competitions will also be
held among the cooks and helpers.
This is done to make millet recipes more popular. A series of short videos
will be produced. The importance of millets will be explained in these films.
Odisha, Karnataka, and Telangana are said to have the best practices in the
country, according to the NITI Aayog.
The program provides three different sorts of food - Rice, wheat, and coarse
grains. State administrations and union territories are in charge of allocating
food grains.
The Department of Food and Public Distribution approves the food grain
allocations. The Department of School Education distributes the food grains.
The national government is responsible for the cost of the food grains
provided.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Sergio Mattarella As President For 2nd Term
During a joint session of Parliament and the eighth round of voting, Italian
President Sergio Mattarella was re-elected for a second term.
Highlights:
Mattarella was re-elected by a landslide. Out of 983 legislators and regional
representatives, he received 759 votes in favor.
His candidacy came to light at the end of a difficult week in which the centerleft and center-right political blocs were unable to reach an agreement on a
common candidate.
As a result, there were seven rounds of voting. All of the rounds yielded
inconclusive results, revealing serious cracks in both coalitions.
In Italy, Presidents are rarely re-elected. Only Giorgio Napolitano,
Mattarella's predecessor, had previously served a second term. He was only
in office for around two years.
Italian Presidential Election:
The Italian presidential election of 2022 was held in Rome from January 24
to January 29, 2022.
A joint session of the Italian Parliament and regional representatives elected
the president. The election procedure was spread out over several days.
Sergio Mattarella, the incumbent president, was re-elected for a second term.
After Sandro Pertini in 1978, he received 759 votes on the eighth ballot,
earning him the second most votes yet received by a Presidential candidate.
Sergio Mattarella had initially ruled out a second term.
On January 29, he accepted to serve a second term at the request of most
party leaders and Italy's prime minister (Mario Draghi).
Previously, in multiple rounds of voting, he had gained strong and growing
support.

Xiomara Castro: First Woman President of Honduras
Xiomara Castro was sworn in as Honduras' first female president. Honduras is a
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country in Central America.
Highlights:
Tegucigalpa, Honduras' capital, is situated on the Caribbean Sea's coast.
Xiomara received 51% of the vote. She received over 1.7 million votes. This
is the first time that a candidate has received such a large amount of votes.
US Vice President Kamala Harris attended the swearing-in ceremony. The
US wants Xiomara to deal with the country's poverty, corruption, and
violence. In 1838, Honduras declared independence from Mexico.
Its Mesoamerican culture is well-known. Honduras was under Spanish rule
before the arrival of the Mexicans.
As a result, Spanish is the most commonly spoken language. Agriculture is
the primary source of income in the country. Natural disasters, particularly
hurricanes, are common.
Honduras is well-known for its sugar cane and coffee production. Honduras
is home to the world-famous Maya culture, belonging to the Mesoamerican
civilization.
Xiomara Castro
She is a socialist. She is, in other words, a socialist leader. She has stated
that she will combat drug trafficking in the country. She also intends to relax
the restrictive abortion rules.
Xiomara's husband is Manuel Zelaya. Between 2006 through 2009, he was
the President of Honduras. Following the military takeover in 2009, he
resigned.
Following his dismissal, Xiomara ran for office and had a lot of support
from the public. In the United States, he was imprisoned for narcotics
trafficking. Xiomara replaces President Orlando.

New Chairman Of Insolvency And Bankruptcy Board Of India: Ravi Mittal
Ravi Mittal, the former Secretary of the Department of Sports, has been named
Chairman of India's Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board (IBBI).
Highlights:
Ravi Mittal, the former Secretary of the Department of Sports, has been
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named the Chairman of India's Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board (IBBI).
He will be Chairman of IBBI for five years or until he reaches 65 years of
age, whichever comes first.
MS Sahoo, who had served as the IBBI for five years, retired on 30
September last year, leaving the position empty.
For the interim period until the position was filled, Navrang Saini, a fulltime board member, was given the additional role of IBBI chief.
Mittal, a Bihar cadre IAS officer from the 1986 batch, has previously
worked in the information and broadcasting ministry.
He was appointed Secretary of the Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship in June of last year.
In India, the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board regulates insolvency
procedures and companies such as Insolvency Professional Agencies,
Insolvency Professionals, and Information Utilities.
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India Headquarters is in New Delhi,
established on 1 October 2016.

Sonali Singh Named As CGA By GoI
Sonali Singh has been appointed as the additional charge of Controller General of
Accounts by the Indian government (CGA).
Highlights
With effect from 1 February 2022, the Government of India has appointed
Sonali Singh to the additional responsibility of Controller General of
Accounts (CGA) within the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of
Finance.
She will take the place of Dipak Dash, who will retire on 31 January 2022.
Sonali Singh is an Indian Civil Accounts Service officer from the 1987 batch
(ICAS).
Since October 2019, she has become the Additional Controller General of
Accounts.
She had previously worked at the Central Vigilance Commission as an
Additional Secretary.
The CGA is in charge of keeping track of the government's finances.
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It reconciles the central government's cash balance with the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), prepares annual accounts of the central government, aggregates
monthly accounts, and prepares trends of income realization and
expenditures.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Leprosy Day 2022 Is On 30 January
Every year on the last Sunday in January, the world commemorates World Leprosy
Day. The World Leprosy Day in 2022 will be on January 30, 2022.
Highlights:
Every year on the last Sunday in January, the world commemorates World
Leprosy Day. The World Leprosy Day in 2022 will be on January 30, 2022.
The day is observed to raise global awareness of this devastating ancient
disease and to emphasize that it is preventable, treatable, and curable.
Every year on the 30th of January, the anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's
death, India commemorates World Leprosy Day.
"United for Dignity" is the topic of World Leprosy Day 2022 this year.
Raoul Follereau, a French philanthropist and writer, founded the day in 1954
as a tribute to Mahatma Gandhi's compassion for individuals suffering from
leprosy.
Leprosy:
Mycobacterium leprae causes leprosy, a chronic infectious illness
characterized by a bacillus (M. laprae).
Because M. leprae multiplies slowly, signs of the disease usually appear
after a long time of infection, on average 5 years.
The condition mostly affects the skin, peripheral nerves, upper respiratory
tract mucosa, and eyes.

World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day - 30 January
Every year on January 30, World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day (World NTD
Day) is commemorated.
Highlights:
Every year on January 30th, World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day (World
NTD Day) is commemorated to raise awareness of neglected tropical
diseases (NTDs) as a serious public health concern and to make progress
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toward their eradication.
'Achieving health equity to end the neglect of poverty-related diseases' is the
topic for 2022. "From neglect to care" is the tagline for 2022.
On January 30, 2020, the first World NTD Day was held. The United Arab
Emirates proposed that the day be recognized (UAE).
The World Health Assembly's 74th session approved a resolution
designating January 30 as World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day ('World
NTD Day').
On January 30, 2012, World NTD Day honors the simultaneous presentation
of the first NTD road map and the London Declaration on NTDs.
This is a new beginning for nations affected by neglected tropical diseases
(NTDs) and the global community of partners.

The 74th Martyrs Day: 30 January
Every year on January 30th, Martyr's Day, or Shaheed Diwas, is commemorated in
Mahatma Gandhi's honor.
Highlights:
Every year on January 30th, Martyr's Day, or Shaheed Diwas, is
commemorated in honor of Mahatma Gandhi, who was assassinated by
Nathuram Godse at Gandhi Smriti in the Birla House in 1948.
This year, the nation commemorated the 74th Martyrs' Day, also known as
Shaheed Diwas. The day is commemorated to honor and remember the
sacrifices made by freedom fighters in the fight for India's independence.
Martyrs' Day is commemorated on March 23 in India to honor Bhagat Singh,
Shivaram Rajguru, and Sukhdev Thapar, who was hanged on this day in
1931.
On January 30, the President, Vice President, Prime Minister, and Defense
Minister assemble at the Rajghat to pay tribute to Mahatma Gandhi's
Samadhi by placing a garland of flowers on the Bapu's monument.
Armed forces members and inter-services contingents also pay respect to the
martyrs with a respectful salute.
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On January 30, 1948, Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation, was killed
in the Birla House by Nathuram Godse during his evening prayers.
Nathuram Godse was attempting to excuse his actions by blaming Gandhiji
for the country's partition and the deaths of thousands of people during the
liberation movement.
He referred to Gandhiji as a fake and expressed no remorse for his actions.
Godse was sentenced to death on November 8th.
So, on this day, the 30th of January, Bapu died and was martyred. The day
was declared Shaheed Diwas, or Martyr's Day, by the Indian government.

Ireland Observes 50th Bloody Sunday
A group of unarmed citizens was slain by British forces on January 30, 1972, which
is referred to as Bloody Sunday. Northern Ireland commemorates the 50th Bloody
Sunday.
Highlights:
A group of unarmed citizens was slain by British forces on January 30,
1972. These citizens were demonstrating in Derry's Bogside neighborhood.
Bloody Sunday is the name given to this incident. Northern Ireland will
commemorate the 50th anniversary of Bloody Sunday in 2022.
Innocent individuals protested the incarceration without charge or trial.
Internment entails detention without the possibility of a court hearing.
The inmates had no choice but to justify their acts. The Northern Ireland
Civil Rights Association organized the rally.
Shots were fired at the protestors. Rubber bullets inflicted injuries on some,
while Army vehicles ran them down on others.
The soldiers that took part in the atrocity were from the Parachute
Regiment's first battalion. The same unit was also implicated in the slaughter
at Ballymurphy.
Operation Demetrius was the focus of the protests. During the TROUBLES,
it happened.
Demetrius And Troubles:
It took place in 1971 and was a British army action. During the operation,
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British soldiers apprehended individuals and imprisoned them without
charge.
The suspects were mostly Irish Republican Army members. The Irish
Republican Army (IRA) was fighting for a united Ireland.
The Troubles were a battle between ethno-nationalists. Northern Ireland was
the scene of the fighting. It lasted more than three decades.
Northern Ireland conflict is another name for the Troubles. The conflict was
between Catholics and Protestants. It was not, however, religious.
Protestants want Northern Ireland to remain part of the United Kingdom.
Catholics and Irish nationalists sought Northern Ireland to secede from the
United Kingdom and join Ireland. It was for this reason that Bloody Sunday
was held.
Current Day Impact:
The United Kingdom and Northern Ireland have both left the European
Union. Ireland is still a member of the European Union.
Northern Ireland continues to be a point of access. The EU and the United
Kingdom have been at odds over entry and exit in the Irish Sea.
To address the problem, they devised the Northern Ireland Protocol. They
have not, however, reached a decision on the matter.
The commemoration of Bloody Sunday in the midst of the crisis is
escalating emotions.

The 46th Raising Day Observed By Indian Coast Gaurd.
The Indian Coast Guard will celebrate its 46th Raising Day on February 1, 2022.
Highlights:
The Indian Coast Guard will celebrate its 46th Raising Day on February 1,
2022.
The Indian Coast Guard, being the world's fourth-largest coast guard, has
played a critical role in securing Indian coastlines and implementing
regulations in India's Maritime Zones.
The Indian Coast Guard was initially constituted on February 1, 1977, by the
Indian Parliament's Coast Guard Act, 1978. The Ministry of Defense
oversees it.
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ICG has developed from a small force with just 07 surface platforms in 1978
to a powerful force with 158 ships and 70 aircraft in its inventory.
It is anticipated that by 2025, it will have reached its desired force levels of
200 surface platforms and 80 aircraft.
One of the Indian Coast Guard's primary responsibilities is to combat
smuggling through maritime channels within its jurisdiction.
It has captured drugs and contraband worth nearly four thousand crore
rupees in the last year.
Indian Coast Guard Director-General is Virender Singh Pathania, and Indian
Coast Guard Headquarters is the Ministry of Defence, New Delhi.

World Interfaith Harmony Week Commemorated On 1-7 February
Following the General Assembly's designation in 2010, World Interfaith Harmony
Week is held every year during the first week of February (17).
Highlights:
Following the General Assembly's designation in 2010, World Interfaith
Harmony Week is held every year during the first week of February (17).
World Interfaith Harmony Week (WIHW) aims to promote cultural peace
and nonviolence.
The World Interfaith Harmony Week is built on The Common Word
initiative's groundbreaking work.
This effort, which began in 2007, calls for Muslim and Christian leaders to
discuss two essential religious Commandments: love of God and neighbor,
without jeopardizing their religious beliefs.
The Two Commandments are central to all three Monotheistic religions and
give the most theological solid foundation.
Organizations worldwide are asked to host events promoting interfaith
cooperation, with the added incentive of three annual prizes donated by
Jordan's King, worth $25000, $15000, and $5000, respectively, with gold,
silver, and bronze model.
The prize, which the King personally delivered at a ceremony in Amman, is
based on the judgment of a jury that included Princess Areej Ghazi and
Patriarch Theophilus of Jerusalem, among others.
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To commemorate World Interfaith Harmony Week in February 2015, British
singer-songwriter and composer Sami Yusuf produced "The Gift of Love,"
which he described as an "Interfaith anthem."

International Day of Human Fraternity: 4 February
On 4 February, the world commemorates the 'International Day of Human
Fraternity.'
Highlights:
On 4 February, the world commemorates the 'International Day of Human
Fraternity.'
The Day's goal is to create knowledge of diverse cultures, faiths, and beliefs.
It is also to promote tolerance and teach people that patience, diverse
tradition, mutual respect, and the variety of religions and beliefs contribute
to the human fraternity.
It also attempts to teach people that tolerance, pluralism, mutual respect, and
the diversity of religions and views are beneficial to the human fraternity.
In 2021, the first International Day of Human Fraternity was celebrated.
On 21 December 2020, the United Nations General Assembly passed a
resolution designating 4 February as World Day of Human Fraternity.
The Day is part of the United Nations General Assembly's 2010 declaration
of 'World Interfaith Harmony Week,' which occurs during the first week of
February.

World Cancer Day: 4 February
The Union for International Cancer Control commemorates World Cancer Day
every year on 4 February.
Highlights:
The Union for International Cancer Control commemorates World Cancer
Day every year on 4 February.
Everyone is working together to reimagine a world where millions of
preventable cancer deaths are avoided, and access to life-saving cancer
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treatment and care is equitable for all regardless of who you are or where
you live by raising global awareness, improving education, and catalyzing
personal, collective, and government action.
As a result, the topic of this year's World Cancer Day, "Close the Care Gap,"
is all about raising awareness of this equity gap that affects practically
everyone in both high- and low-income countries and is costing lives.
The Day was established on 4 February 2000 in Paris, France, during the
World Cancer Conference for the New Millennium.
Since then, people all over the globe have commemorated World Cancer
Day with a different theme each year to improve the quality of life for
cancer patients and raise awareness about cancer, its prevention, and
treatment.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
CEIIC MoU By Kerala
The Kerala government has inked an MoU with the Social Alpha through its "Clean
Energy International Incubation Centre (CEIIC),"
Highlights:
Kerala Development & Innovation Strategy Council (KDISC) and Energy
Management Centre(EMC) signed a Memorandum of Understanding.
The MoU emphasizes KDISC, EMC, and CEIIC's shared commitment to
collaborate in the areas of innovative and clean energy technologies that are
aligned with Kerala's programs and initiatives.
Kerala would benefit from this collaboration by curating breakthrough
solutions for deployment through government initiatives to address the
difficulties in the power sector and ensure that everyone has access to
energy.
The collaborative incubation center will use infrastructure and labs that
partnering entities have already established.
The program addresses the urgent need for solutions that leverage
breakthrough renewable energy technology to accelerate net-zero
development.
This program will also align with the Mission Innovation Platform's goals
and India's climate pledge.
One of the primary stakeholders is Tata Power.
Through a robust network of over a hundred national and international
technological and institution partners, a cadre of specialists, and lab
facilities, it will help the joint incubator in its efforts to develop inexpensive
and scalable solutions.
Clean Energy International Incubation Centre (CEIIC)
CEIIC is a Social Alpha Energy lab that was founded in 2018. It is a
collaboration between Tata Trusts and the Indian government.
Department of Biotechnology, BIRAC, and Tata Power are all supporting it.
CEIIC was established to foster energy-related advancements.
Under Mission Innovation, it has become India's first International
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Incubator. It is intended to provide renewable energy businesses with full
"lab to market" incubation support.
Mission Innovation
It's a global initiative that aims to kick-start a decade of action and
investment in research, development, and demonstration to make clean
energy appealing, accessible, and affordable to everyone.
The mission's purpose is to hasten progress toward the Paris Agreement's
targets and net-zero paths.
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INDEX / LIST
Gujarat And UP Sanctuaries Listed As Ramsar Sites
The Ramsar Convention has designated the Khijadiya Bird Sanctuary near
Jamnagar in Gujarat and the Bakhira Wildlife Sanctuary in Uttar Pradesh.
Highlights:
The Ramsar Convention has designated the Khijadiya Bird Sanctuary near
Jamnagar in Gujarat and the Bakhira Wildlife Sanctuary in Uttar Pradesh as
Wetlands of International Importance.
The total number of Ramsar sites in India now stands at 49. Khijadiya is the
fourth wetland in Gujarat designated as a Ramsar site.
Other Ramsar sites are the Nalsarovar Bird Sanctuary, Thol Wildlife
Sanctuary, and Wadhwana Wetland. The last two were added to the list in
April of last year.
Khijadiya Bird Sanctuary:
The Khijadia Wildlife Sanctuary (Ramsar site No. 2464), a freshwater
wetland in the Gulf of Kutch, was created in 1920 after the monarch of the
erstwhile princely state Nawanagar built a bund (dike) to protect farmlands
from saltwater ingress.
The Sanctuary is currently part of Jamnagar Marine National Park, India's
first marine national park.
Bakhira Wildlife Sanctuary:
Bakhira Wildlife Sanctuary (site no. 2465), a freshwater marsh in the Sant
Kabir Nagar district, is, on the other hand, eastern Uttar Pradesh's largest
natural floodplain wetland.
The Wildlife Protection Act (1972) protects the Sanctuary, an "eco-sensitive
zone" that extends up to a kilometer around its perimeter.
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VISITS BY PM / PRESIDENT
PM To Visit Hyderabad And Launch 50th Anniversary ICRISAT
Celebrations
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Hyderabad on February 5, 2022, to kick
off the "International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics
(ICRISAT) 50th-anniversary festivities.
Highlights:
PM will also dedicate ICRISAT's climate change research facility to plant
protection during his visit.
He will also dedicate the rapid generation improvement facility at ICRISAT.
Both facilities will be devoted to Asian and Sub-Saharan African
smallholder farmers.
On this occasion, he will dedicate a 216-foot tall "statue of equality" to the
nation. Sri Ramanujacharya, a bhakti saint from the 11th century, is
commemorated by the 'Statue of Equality.'
The saint advocated for equality in all elements of life, including caste,
creed, and religion. The statue's dedication is part of a 12-day
commemoration of his 1000th birthday.
A 3D display of the saint Sri Ramanujacharya's life journey and teachings
will be shown during the session.
PM Modi will also visit the replicas of 108 'Divya Desams' that encircle the
monument.
Statue of Equality
The statue is fashioned of 'panchaloha,' a five-metal alloy consisting of gold,
silver, copper, zinc, and brass.
It is one of the world's tallest metal statues in a sitting position. It is affixed
to a 54-foot-high base structure known as 'Bhadra Vedi.'
It consists of:
Floors dedicated to a Vedic digital library and research center,
Ancient Indian scriptures
A theatre
An educational gallery showcases Sri Ramanujacharya's works.
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Sri Chinna Jeeyar Swami, from Sri Ramanujacharya Ashram, designed the
statue.
ICRISAT
ICRISAT is an international organization conducting agricultural research
for development in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa.
The organization helps farmers by providing them with improved crop
varieties and hybrids. It also helps smallholder farmers in drylands to fight
against climate change.
PM will also inaugurate ICRISAT's climate change research facility on plant
protection during the visit.
He will also inaugurate ICRISAT's rapid generation advancement facility.
Both the facilities will be dedicated to smallholder farmers of Asia and subSaharan Africa.
PM Modi will also unveil a specially designed logo of ICRISAT. A
commemorative stamp will also be issued on occasion.
Sri Ramanujacharya:
Ramanujacharya was a Hindu theologian, Indian philosopher, social
reformer, and a key figure in the Sri Vaishnavism movement.
His conceptual foundations for devotionalism influenced the Bhakti
movement.
He worked for people's upliftment in the spirit of equality for all people,
regardless of caste, creed, gender, ethnicity, or nationality.
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FESTIVALS
Lunar New Year 2022 Is The Year Of Tiger
In the Chinese Zodiac, The year 2022 is the year of Tiger Tigers are fiercely
competitive creatures.
Highlights:
Their courage and objectives are well-known. The Tiger year is all about
tremendous changes, both within ourselves and in the world around us. The
tiger years are marked by an upsurge in overall enthusiasm.
Shuxiang is based on the Luni-Solar calendar, which has a strong connection
to Chinese philosophy.
Heaven, earth, and water are the three harmonies in this theory.
Yin and Yang principles.
Water, wood, fire, earth, and metal are the five phases of the elemental flow
in Wuxing.
Wuxing's Yin and Yang attributes are represented by the ten Heavenly
Stems.
The twelve Chinese animal signs are represented by the Twelve Earthly
Branches.
History
Lunar New Year is another name for Chinese New Year. On the traditional
lunisolar and solar Chinese calendars, it is a festival commemorating the
start of the new year.
This holiday is known as Spring Festival in Chinese and other East Asian
countries.
The celebration heralds the conclusion of the winter season and the start of
the spring season. Its celebrations generally begin on New Year's Eve.
The first day of Chinese New Year starts on the new moon, appearing
between January 21 and February 20
according to the Chinese Zodiac, also known as "Shengxiao," we are
assigned a powerful animal known as Shuxiang based on the year we were
born.
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Torgya Festival 2022 In AP
The Monpa tribal group of Arunachal Pradesh holds a three-day Torgya Festival.
Highlights:
Torgya, also known as Tawang-Torgya, is an annual event conducted solely
in Tawang Monastery in the Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh.
It is a Monpa celebration that takes place on the Buddhist calendar days of
the 28th and 30th of Dawachukchipa, which correspond to the 10th and 12th
of January in the Gregorian calendar.
The festival's goal is to ward off external violence as well as safeguard
people from natural disasters.
At Tawang Monastery in Arunachal Pradesh, the Monpa ethnic group of
Arunachal Pradesh celebrates the three-day Torgya Festival.
The festival's major feature is the 'Sha-na Cham,' a ritual dance performed
by monks to honor Choe-Gyal Yap and Yum Tsa-Munde deities.
This year is the 'Dungyur Torgya' festival, which is notable because it is
organized on a larger scale every third year under the name Dungyur
Festival.
Dring which the Dalai Lama bestows blessings (also known as Tse-Boom)
on other lamas by sending Feb Jum, a holy item used in ceremonies.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) What is NIPER?
A.National Institution of Pharmaceutical Education and Research
B.National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research
C.National Institute of Poverty Eradication Research
D.National Information on Pharmaceutical Education and Research

Answer B
Explanation NIPER is the National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research.

2) How many cities have the NIPER?
A.6
B.8
C.7
D.9

Answer C
Explanation NIPER are currently based in seven Indian cities.

3) Where was the India-UAE Capital Funds To Support Start ups
annaounced?
A.Republic Day 2022
B.Dubai EXPO 2020
C.New Delhi
D.None Of the Above

Answer B
Explanation The fund was announced at the Dubai EXPO 2020. The fund will act as a catalyst
for the startups' development.

4) What is NASSCOM?
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A. National Agency of Software and Service Companies
B. National Association of Software Services Companies
C. National Association of Software and Service Companies
D. National Association of Software and Service Corporation

Answer C
Explanation NASSCOM is National Association of Software and Service Companies

5) Why did EU propose Digital Rights And Principles?
A.to promote democracy and protect people's rights
B.to put a stop to cyber Bullying
C.to protect people's privacy
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The European Union is the first to propose digital rights in the world. The rights are
intended to promote democracy and protect people's rights.

6) When was Digital Rights And Principles Proposed By EU?
A.22 Jan
B.26 Jan
C.24 Jan
D.23 Jan

Answer B
Explanation The European Commission, in a global first, proposed a set of digital rights and
principles 26 January 2022 that aim to protect people's rights, support democracy and ensure a
fair and safe online environment.

7) Which is the most dangerous of all the VOC?
A.Benzene
B.toluene
C.methylene
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D.formaldehyde

Answer A
Explanation The most dangerous of all the VOCs is benzene. It's known as a carcinogen. It's
typically present in gasoline, cigarette smoke, automobiles, and paints.

8) How many percentage of VOC in atmosphere does Plants responsible for?
A.80%
B.90%
C.85%
D.75%

Answer B
Explanation Plants are responsible for 90% of the VOC in the atmosphere. VOCs play a
significant role in chemical reactions in the atmosphere.

9) When was Artificial Snow first used in Olympics?
A.1990
B.2014
C.1980
D.1970

Answer C
Explanation In 1980, the Olympics employed snowmaking for the first time over Lake Placid.
Sochi (Russia) used artificial snow in 2014.

10) How much gallons of water is required to make artificial snow for the
Winter Olympics in China?
A.49 million gallons
B.94 million gallons
C.95 million gallons
D.99 million gallons

Answer A
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Explanation This creates a snow-like effect. This system will require 49 million gallons of water
from China's natural resources.

11) When did Pandit Jasraj pass away?
A.August 17, 2022
B.August 17, 2020
C.August 17, 2019
D.August 17, 2021

Answer B
Explanation In India, Canada, the United States, and Europe, Pandit Jasraj taught music to
professionals, amateurs, and students. On August 17, 2020, he died in New Jersey.

12) When was Great Barrier Reef added to UNESCO World Heritage Site?
A.1988
B.1980
C.1982
D.1981

Answer D
Explanation In 1981, the reef system was listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site because it
supports such a diverse range of life.

13) When did it snow for the first time in Sahara desert?
A.1977
B.1997
C.1979
D.1999

Answer C
Explanation The first incident of snowfall in the Sahara desert town of Ain Sefra was recorded
in 1979
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14) What are Magnetars?
A.a type of neutron star
B.a type of Red gaint
C.a type of star
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation Magnetars are a type of neutron star with a very strong magnetic field.

15) How many government services are accessible through AP Seva Portal
2.0?
A.Approximately 80%
B.Approximately 95%
C.Approximately 90%
D.Approximately 70%

Answer C
Explanation Approximately 90% of government services are now accessible through the
platform.To gain access to paid services, gateways have been included.

16) When was Mahatma Gandhi Ji Assasinated?
A.1950
B.1948
C.1947
D.1949

Answer B
Explanation Every year on January 30th, Martyr's Day, or Shaheed Diwas, is commemorated in
honour of Mahatma Gandhi, who was assassinated by Nathuram Godse at Gandhi Smriti in the
Birla House in 1948.

17) When was World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day first celebrated?
A.January 30, 2020
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B.January 30, 2010
C.January 30, 2019
D.January 30, 2021

Answer A
Explanation On January 30, 2020, the first World NTD Day was held. The United Arab
Emirates proposed that the day be recognized .

18) When was Kalgidhar Trust established?
A.1960
B.1966
C.1955
D.1965

Answer D
Explanation As the head of the Kalgidhar Trust, which he established in 1965. It now runs 129
CBSE-affiliated schools with over 70,000 children.

19) At what annual rate is Indian economy is expected to develop in the FY
2022-2023?
A.8-9%
B.8-9.5%
C.8-8.5%
D.8%

Answer C
Explanation The Indian economy is expected to develop at an annual rate of 8-8.5 percent in the
fiscal year 2022-23, according to the government (FY23).

20) When was world leprosy day found?
A.1955
B.1954
C.1964
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D.1944

Answer B
Explanation Raoul Follereau, a French philanthropist and writer, founded the day in 1954 as a
tribute to Mahatma Gandhi's compassion for individuals suffering from leprosy.

21) When was Economic Survey 2021-22 released?
A.30 Jan
B.11 Jan
C.31 Jan
D.1 Jan

Answer C
Explanation V Anantha Nageswaran, India's Chief Economic Advisor, released the Economic
Survey 2021-22 on January 31, 2022.

22) When did Rani Rampal won the World Games Athlete Of The Year
award?
A.2021
B.2022
C.2002
D.2020

Answer D
Explanation Rani Rampal, the Indian women's hockey captain, became the first Indian to win the
award in 2020 for her achievements 2019.

23) How many Centres of Excellence has Israel built in India for the "Village
of excellence" program?
A.28
B.29
C.22
D.30
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Answer B
Explanation In 12 states, the Israeli government has already built 29 Centres of Excellence
(CoEs).

24) When did the 2022 Odisha Open began?
A.25 Jan
B.26 Jan
C.24 Jan
D.27 Jan

Answer A
Explanation 2022 Odisha Open began onTuesday, 25 January and ended on Sunday, 30 January

25) When did the 2022 Odisha Open began?
A.25 Jan
B.26 Jan
C.24 Jan
D.27 Jan

Answer A
Explanation 2022 Odisha Open began onTuesday, 25 January and ended on Sunday, 30 January

26) When was Coast Guard Constituted?
A.1987
B.1977
C.1997
D.1947

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Coast Guard was initially constituted on February 1, 1977, by the Indian
Parliament's Coast Guard Act, 1978. The Ministry of Defense oversees it.
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27) When did French Polynesia suffered a significant bleaching event?
A.2020
B.2018
C.2019
D.2021

Answer C
Explanation French Polynesia suffered a significant bleaching event back in 2019

28) When did the Italian presidential election of 2022 began?
A.22 Jan
B.25 Jan
C.23 Jan
D.24 Jan

Answer D
Explanation The Italian presidential election of 2022 was held in Rome from January 24 to
January 29, 2022.

29) When was Geological Survey of India established?
A.1851
B.1951
C.1850
D.1950

Answer A
Explanation GSI was established in 1851. It is an Indian scientific agency that is part of the
Ministry of Mines.

30) When was AstroSat launched by ISRO?
A.2005
B.2010
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C.2001
D.2015

Answer D
Explanation In 2015, AstroSat was launched.Aditya-L1 was originally known as Aditya 1 and
was designed to only observe the solar corona.

31) When did Bloody Sunday happen?
A.1977
B.1927
C.1972
D.1922

Answer C
Explanation A group of unarmed citizens was slain by British forces on January 30, 1972, which
is referred to as Bloody Sunday. Northern Ireland commemorates the 50th Bloody Sunday.

32) What is BNHS?
A.Bombay Natural History Society
B.Bengaluru Natural History Society
C.Bihar Natural History Society
D.None Of the Above

Answer A
Explanation Bombay Natural History Society is called as BNHS

33) Where are spot-billed pelicans found in India?
A.Bhitarkanika Mangroves, Odisha
B.Myristica swamp
C.Naupada swamp
D.Sundarbans Mangroves, West Bengal

Answer C
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Explanation The spot-billed pelicans are found in the Naupada swamp in Telineelapuram,
Srikakulam district.

34) When was Coal Controller Organisation found?
A.1911
B.1916
C.1915
D.1910

Answer B
Explanation In 1916, the Coal Controller Organisation (CCO) was founded. It is one of India's
oldest coal-related offices.

35) Coal Control Institution (CCO) is a subordinate office of which ministry?
A.Ministry of Power
B.Ministry Of Coal
C.Ministry Of Defence
D.Home Ministry

Answer B
Explanation The Coal Control Institution (CCO) is a subordinate office of the Ministry of Coal.

36) When was Roswell Biotechnologies found?
A.2004
B.2001
C.2010
D.2014

Answer D
Explanation Roswell Biotechnologies digitizes biology with molecular electronics to predict,
diagnose, and cure disease. It has created the "Roswell ME ChipTM," the world's first molecular
electronics chip. The firm was established in 2014 and is based in San Diego, California.
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37) When was Sangoli Rayanna hanged?
A.1833
B.1811
C.1830
D.1831

Answer D
Explanation In 1831, Rayanna was hanged from a Banyan tree in the Belagavi district.

38) Where is Roswell Technologies established?
A.New York
B.California.
C.New Jersy
D.Canada

Answer B
Explanation It has created the "Roswell ME ChipTM," the world's first molecular electronics
chip. The firm was established in 2014 and is based in San Diego, California.

39) Where is Roswell Technologies established?
A.New York
B.California.
C.New Jersy
D.Canada

Answer B
Explanation It has created the "Roswell ME ChipTM," the world's first molecular electronics
chip. The firm was established in 2014 and is based in San Diego, California.

40) When was a railway station renamed after Sangoli Rayanna?
A.2001
B.2005
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C.2015
D.2010

Answer C
Explanation On Rayanna, Gee Gee songs are sung. Sangoli Rayanna railway station was
renamed the central railway station in 2015.

41) How many people were on the death row in india at the end of 2021?
A.500
B.485
C.489
D.488

Answer D
Explanation According to the Execution Penalty in India report, there were 488 people on death
row in India at the end of 2021. This was the most significant number in 17 years.

42) When was Death Penalty India Report first released?
A.2006
B.2010
C.2016
D.2000

Answer C
Explanation On May 6, 2016, the Death Penalty India Report (DPIR) was released for the first
time.

43) Since when North Korea has not conducted a nuclear test?
A.2007
B.2017
C.2001
D.2011

Answer C
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Explanation Since 2017, North Korea has not conducted a nuclear test or launched long-range
intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs).

44) Who launched the Hwasong-12 IRBM for the first time?
A.Iran
B.Iraq
C.China
D.Israel

Answer D
Explanation In April 2017, Israel launched the Hwasong-12 IRBM for the first time. Following
the success of the initial launch, it launched two more Hwasong-12s in 2017.

45) When will the booster dose be available?
A.March 2022
B.April 2022
C.February 2022
D.May 2022

Answer A
Explanation The second dose and the booster dose should be separated by six months. The
booster dose will be available in March 2022, following the completion of the trials.

46) How many people are in the trails of the booster dose?
A.9000
B.90
C.5000
D.900

Answer D
Explanation Nine hundred people will be used in the experiments. Aside from that, the studies
will involve a total of 5000 healthy people.
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47) When was IndEA established?
A.2018
B.2019
C.2017
D.2016

Answer C
Explanation In 2017, the IndEA was established.

48) What is the Goal of Federal Identities?
A.to connect Indian residents' many identities
B.to connect Indian residents
C.to disconnect Indian residents' many identities
D.None Of the above

Answer A
Explanation The "Federated Digital Identities" was introduced by the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology. Its goal is to connect Indian residents' many identities.

49) How long does Neuroterus Valhalla spend time in the crypt?
A.9 months
B.10 months
C.11 months
D.1 month

Answer C
Explanation Neuroterus Valhalla spends 11 months of the year in a crypt. It's only a centimeter
in length.

50) When was Neuroterus Valhalla found?
A.2020
B.2019
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C.2022
D.2018

Answer D
Explanation In 2018, the species was collected from an oak tree.

51) How many species where found under the Cyornis genus?
A.22
B.25
C.24
D.26

Answer B
Explanation Cyornis is a genus of passerine birds that belongs to the Muscicapidae family of Old
World flycatchers.There are currently 25 species recognized in this genus. It also contains some
species that were formerly classified as Rhinomyias.

52) Borneo is home to how many different species?
A.roughly 27 species.
B.over 27 species.
C.Under 27 species.
D. 27 species.

Answer A
Explanation Borneo has a high amount of bird biodiversity and endemism. Many of them are
montane specialists, and the highlands of Borneo are home to roughly 27 unique species.

53) How many glaciers does greenland have?
A.222
B.220
C.202
D.200

Answer B
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Explanation Greenland's ice is melting five times quicker than 25 years ago. In Greenland, there
are around 220 glaciers.

54) Where is the Green Climate Fund Headquaters?
A.South Korea
B.Japan
C.China
D.Thailand

Answer A
Explanation The GCF is based in Incheon, South Korea.

55) How much Ex Gratia Relief Was approved by Delhi Government for
farmers?
A.Rs 2000 per acre
B.Rs 20000 per acre
C.Rs 200000 per acre
D.Rs 200000 per acre

Answer B
Explanation The Delhi government has lately granted farmers Rs 20,000 per acre. Unseasonal
rains caused these farmers to lose money.

56) How much does Senior Citizen account for population of TN?
A.12.5%
B.11.6%
C.13.6%
D.14%

Answer C
Explanation According to the report "Elderly in India, 2021," produced by the Ministry of
Statistics and Program Implementation, senior persons account for 13.6 percent of the population
of Tamil Nadu.
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57) When did Honduras get Independence from Mexico?
A.1833
B.1837
C.1839
D.1838

Answer D
Explanation In 1838, Honduras declared independence from Mexico.

58) When was World Interfaith Harmony Week first commemorated?
A.2001
B.2010
C.2011
D.2000

Answer B
Explanation Following the General Assembly's designation in 2010, World Interfaith Harmony
Week is held every year during the first week of February (17).

59) When was Rupinder Singh Suri Named as the Additional Solicitor
General?
A.2021
B.2019
C.2020
D.2022

Answer C
Explanation Rupinder Singh Suri, a senior counsel and Additional Solicitor General (ASG), has
died. In June 2020, he was named the ASG.

60) When did Tata Steel Chess 2022 began?
A.12 Jan
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B.13 Jan
C.14 Jan
D.10 Jan

Answer B
Explanation The Tata Steel Chess Tournament will be held from 13 January to 29, 2023, for the
85th time.

61) When does Punjab assembly elections began?
A.10 Feb
B.25 Feb
C.21 Feb
D.20 Feb

Answer D
Explanation Punjab Assembly elections is on 20 February 2022.

62) When was a temple for Mahatma Gandhi and freedom fighters Smrithi
Vanam opened in Andhra Pradesh?
A.30 Jan 2022
B.20 Jan 2022
C.28 Jan 2022
D.26 Jan 2022

Answer A
Explanation On Mahatma Gandhi's death anniversary, the Mahatma Gandhi statue and
Smritivanam were unveiled in Srikakulam City.

63) How much does Forest covers of India's geographical area?
A.25%
B.24%
C.26%
D.28%
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Answer B
Explanation Between 2010 and 2020, India added 2,66,000 hectares of forest each year. Forest
covers 24% of India's entire geographical area.

64) Which State in India has highest number of forest cover?
A.Madhya Pradesh
B.Odisha
C.Chhattisgarh
D.Maharashtra

Answer A
Explanation Area-wise, Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest cover in the country followed by
Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Maharashtra.

65) When was Salt Minerals discovered in Mars?
A.2010
B.2018
C.2008
D.2000

Answer C
Explanation In 2008, salt minerals were discovered in Mars

66) What is CRISM?
A.Compact Reconnaissance Image Spectrometer
B.Compact Revolution Imaging Spectrometer
C.Comprehensive Reconnaissance Imaging Spectrometer
D.Compact Reconnaissance Imaging Spectrometer

Answer D
Explanation CRISM is the acronym for Compact Reconnaissance Imaging Spectrometer.
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67) What is HERMES?
A.Heliophysics Environmental and Radiation Measuring Experiment Suite.
B.Heliophysics Environmental and Radiation Measurement Experimenting Suite.
C.Heliophysics Environmental and Radiation Measurement Experiment Suite.
D.Heliophysics Environmental and Radiator Measurement Experiment Suite.

Answer C
Explanation "HERMES" is the acronym for "Heliophysics Environmental and Radiation
Measurement Experiment Suite."

68) When did HERMES project received a crucial mission review?
A.22 Jan
B.26 Jan
C.28 Jan
D.27 Jan

Answer D
Explanation NASA's HERMES project received a crucial mission review on 27 January.

69) When does the Chinese New Year start?
A.January 20 and February 21
B.January 22 and February 20
C.January 21 and February 20
D.January 21 and February 22

Answer C
Explanation The first day of Chinese New Year starts on the new moon, appearing between
January 21 and February 20

70) What is the other name of Chinese New Year?
A.Solar New Year
B.Polar New Year
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C.Lenser New Year
D.Lunar New Year

Answer D
Explanation Lunar New Year is another name for Chinese New Year.

71) How much credit should the students who will graduate in three years
have?
A.110 credits
B.100 credits
C.130 credits
D.120 credits

Answer D
Explanation Students who will graduate in three years should have 120 credits

72) How much credit should the students who will graduate honors after four
years should have?
A.120
B.140
C.180
D.160

Answer D
Explanation Students who will graduate in three years should have 120 credits, while those who
will graduate with honors after four years should have 160 credits.

73) When did Queen Elizabeth Ascended the throne?
A.February 9, 1952
B.February 8, 1952
C.February 6, 1952
D.February 7, 1952

Answer A
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Explanation Officially, the queen ascended to the throne on February 8, 1952. On February 6,
1952, her father, King George VI, died.

74) What is NLMC?
A.National Land Monetizing Corporation
B.National Land Monetization Corporation
C.National Land Monetization Co-operation
D.National Land Monetization Company

Answer B
Explanation National Land Monetisation Corporation is NLMC

75) How much does Small and medium-sized businesses make for India's
GDP?
A.20%
B.40%
C.30%
D.50%

Answer C
Explanation Small and medium-sized businesses (MSMEs) constitute the backbone of the Indian
economy. They account for 40 percent of the country's exports and 30 percent of its GDP.

76) When was Chennakeshava temple built?
A.1187 AD
B.1117 AD
C.1217 AD
D.1177 AD

Answer B
Explanation Lord Vishnu is honoured at the Chennakeshava temple. It was in the heart of an old
walled town on the Yagachi River's banks. It was built in 1117 AD and took 103 years to
complete. Around 118 stone inscriptions from from the 11th to the 18th centuries have been
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discovered in the site.

77) What is the real GDP for year 2019-2020 In India?
A.Rs. 145.16 crores
B.Rs. 150.16 crores
C.Rs. 146.16 crores
D.Rs. 140.16 crores

Answer A
Explanation The 2019-20 real GDP is 145.16 crores. The figures were generated using prices
from 2011 to 2012.

78) When was Lt Gen Reddy was appointed into the 9th Battalion of the Jat
Regiment?
A.1987
B.1986
C.1985
D.1989

Answer B
Explanation Lt Gen Reddy was appointed into the 9th Battalion of the Jat Regiment on March 8,
1986, after graduating from the Officers Training Academy in Chennai.

79) How many passengers can the 'THE JET,' the world's first hydrogenpowered flying boat, in Dubai carry?
A.8-14 passengers
B.9-12 passengers
C.8-12 passengers
D.8-10 passengers

Answer C
Explanation 'THE JET' is equipped with cutting-edge features and technology, allowing it to fly
silently over the water at a cruising speed of 40 knots while carrying up to 8-12 passengers.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(January 31 - February 6, 2022)

80) When was Antonio Costa elected as the Secretary General of the Socialist
Party?
A.2000
B.2022
C.2005
D.2014

Answer D
Explanation In September 2014, he was elected Secretary General of the Socialist Party.

81) What is CSR?
A.Corporate Social Repercussion
B.Corporate Social Responsibility
C.Corporate Socializing Responsibility
D.Corporate Social Accountability

Answer B
Explanation The acronym CSR stands for "Corporate Social Responsibility.

82) When did Torgya Festival 2022 began?
A.11 Jan
B.17 Jan
C.12 Jan
D.10 Jan

Answer D
Explanation It is a Monpa celebration that takes place on the Buddhist calendar days of the 28th
and 30th of Dawachukchipa, which correspond to the 10th and 12th of January in the Gregorian
calendar.

83) When was the experimental scheme for allowing women to fly fighter
planes started In India?
A.2005
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B.2011
C.2016
D.2015

Answer D
Explanation In 2015, the Indian Air Force (IAF) began an experimental scheme to allow women
to fly fighter planes.

84) When was women allowed to join military forces outside of the medical
stream in India?
A.1990
B.1992
C.1993
D.1994

Answer B
Explanation For the first time in 1992, women were allowed to join the military forces outside of
the medical stream.

85) Where is NINL located?
A.Odisha
B.Gujarat
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Maharashtra

Answer A
Explanation NINL has an integrated steel plant with a capacity of 1.1 million tonnes (MT), at
Kalinganagar, Odisha.

86) How much did TSLP bid for the NINL?
A.12000 crore
B.12100 crore
C.12200 crore
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D.1100 crore

Answer B
Explanation TSLP will be required to pay 10% of the bid value at this time. A bid of Rs 12,100
crore was submitted by Tata.

87) What is DESH?
A.Digital Ecological for Skilling and Livelihood
B.Digital Ecosystem for Skill and Livelihood
C.Digital Ecosystem for Skilling and Livestock
D.Digital Ecosystem for Skilling and Livelihood

Answer D
Explanation DESH is an acronym for "Digital Ecosystem for Skilling and Livelihood."

88) Where is IFSCA located?
A.Maharashtra
B.Delhi
C.Gujarat
D.Madhya Pradesh

Answer C
Explanation Where is the headquarters of Ifsca?GandhinagarThe International Financial
Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) has been established on April 27, 2020 under the
International Financial Services Centres Authority Act, 2019. It is headquartered at GIFT City,
Gandhinagar in Gujarat.

89) How long did the new fossil flowers survive?
A.10 million years
B.100 million years
C.100 years
D.1000 million years

Answer B
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Explanation They've been around for a hundred million years. Phylica piloburmensis and
Eophylica priscastellata were the two flowers.

90) When did the Hominids exist?
A.3 Million
B.4 Million
C.6 Million
D.2 Million

Answer D
Explanation Human ancestors, known as hominids, existed 2 million years ago.

91) When was Clean Energy International Incubation Centre established?
A.2011
B.2018
C.2016
D.2010

Answer B
Explanation CEIIC is a Social Alpha Energy lab that was founded in 2018.

92) Who is the Primary stakeholder of CEIIC Program?
A.NLC India
B.Tata Power
C.Adani Power
D.JP Associates

Answer B
Explanation One of the primary stakeholders is Tata Power.

93) When was ISS first Launched in Space?
A.1999
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B.1998
C.1989
D.1988

Answer B
Explanation November 20, 1998. The first segment of the ISS launches: The Zarya Control
Module launched aboard a Russian Proton rocket from Baikonur Cosmodrome, Kazakhstan.
Zarya (translates to "sunrise") supplied fuel storage, battery power and rendezvous and docking
capability for Soyuz and Progress space vehicles.

94) What is the two-dimensional sheet created by inducing polymers called?
A.Kelvar
B.polyaramide
C.Twaron
D.Aramide

Answer B
Explanation A new polymerization method was used to create the new material. Using this
method, they were able to create a two-dimensional sheet known as polyaramide.

95) When was EVs Battery Swapping Policy announced?
A.2 Feb 2022
B.4 Feb 2022
C.1 Feb 2022
D.3 Feb 2022

Answer C
Explanation During her Budget statement on February 1, 2022, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman proposed a "Battery swapping strategy for EVs."

96) How long does it take for the Catapult Launch to accelerate the fighter
jets?
A.2 to 3 seconds
B.1 to 3 seconds
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C.1 to 2 seconds
D.3 to 4 seconds

Answer A
Explanation In about 2 to 3 seconds, the catapult accelerates the airplane from 0 to 165 knots.
The accumulators capture high-pressure steam in this system.

97) When was notification for the AP Decentralization and Inclusive
Development of All Regions Act, 2020, and the AP Capital Region
Development Authority (Repeal) Act, 2020 received?
A.July 23, 2020
B.July 31, 2020
C.July 30, 2020
D.July 11, 2020

Answer B
Explanation On July 31, 2020, the state government issued notifications for the AP
Decentralisation and Inclusive Development of All Regions Act, 2020, and the AP Capital
Region Development Authority (Repeal) Act, 2020.

98) When did MS Sahoo retired from the IBBI?
A.31 October 2021
B.30 September 2021
C.31 December 2021
D.30 November 2021

Answer B
Explanation MS Sahoo, who had served as the IBBI for five years, retired on 30 September last
year, leaving the position empty.

99) When was World Cancer Day first celebrated?
A.5 February 2000
B.3 February 2000
C.4 February 2000
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D.2 February 2000

Answer C
Explanation The Day was established on 4 February 2000 in Paris, France, during the World
Cancer Conference for the New Millennium.

100) When was Khijadiya Bird Sanctuary created?
A.1922
B.1932
C.1920
D.1919

Answer C
Explanation The Khijadia Wildlife Sanctuary (Ramsar site No. 2464), a freshwater wetland in
the Gulf of Kutch, was created in 1920 after the monarch of the erstwhile princely state
Nawanagar built a bund (dike) to protect farmlands from saltwater ingress.

101) When will the Laureus World Breakthrough of the Year Award winner
be announced?
A.May
B.March
C.April
D.August

Answer C
Explanation Following voting by the Laureus World Sports Academy, which comprises 71
sporting legends, the winners will be announced in April.

102) When was International Day of Human Fraternity first celebrated?
A.2020
B.2022
C.2019
D.2021
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Answer D
Explanation In 2021, the first International Day of Human Fraternity was celebrated.

103) How many states One Nation, One Ration card concept has been
implemented?
A.33
B.35
C.34
D.32

Answer C
Explanation The One Nation, One Ration card concept has been implemented in 35 states and
union territories.

104) How tall is the statue of equality which will be unveiled in Hyderabad by
PM?
A.215-foot tall
B.217-foot tall
C.212-foot tall
D.216-foot tall

Answer D
Explanation On this occasion, PM will dedicate a 216-foot tall "statue of equality" to the nation.
Sri Ramanujacharya, a bhakti saint from the 11th century, is commemorated by the 'Statue of
Equality.

105) How much medal did India win In 2018 Asian Para Games?
A.72 medals
B.27 medals
C.77 medals
D.22 medals

Answer A
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Explanation India won 72 medals at the 2018 Asian Para Games, the most ever at an Asian Para
Games.

106) When was Bharat Dynamics Limited established?
A.1977
B.1970
C.1900
D.1967

Answer B
Explanation BDL is an Indian ammunition and missile system manufacturer. In 1970, it was
founded in Hyderabad, Telangana.

107) How many supercomputers have been made under the National
Supercomputing Mission?
A.11
B.12
C.10
D.13

Answer C
Explanation ten supercomputer systems have been developed in India under the NSM, with a
total processing capability of 17 petaflops.

108) How many high-memory CPU-only nodes are there in the supercomputer
Param Pravega?
A.154 such nodes
B.158 such nodes
C.156 such nodes
D.152 such nodes

Answer C
Explanation It also has high-memory CPU-only nodes comparable to CPU-only nodes in terms
of configuration. On this system, there are a total of 156 such nodes. For high-memory
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computations, it can produce up to 7488 cores.

109) How many guided system manufacturing factories are there in India
under the Bharat Dynamics Limited?
A.2
B.1
C.3
D.4

Answer C
Explanation Bharat Dynamics Limited was created to serve as a factory for guided missile
systems. It has three manufacturing facilities

110) How much fund has been allocated for the Scheme of Assistance to
National Sports Federations continuation?
A.Rs. 1574 crore
B.Rs. 1570 crore
C.Rs. 1577 crore
D.Rs. 1575 crore

Answer D
Explanation The continuation of the Scheme has been authorized with a budget of Rs. 1575
crore for the XV Finance Commission Cycle, which runs from 2021-22 to 2025-26. The principal
Central Sector Scheme is the Scheme of Assistance to NSFs.

111) What is ICRISAT?
A.International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics
B.International Crops Research Institution for the Semi-Arid Tropics
C.International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Topics
D.Indian Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics

Answer A
Explanation International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics is ICRISAT
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112) When was national food security act passed?
A.July 5, 2012
B.July 5, 2013
C.July 5, 2014
D.July 5, 2016

Answer B
Explanation The National Food Security Act 2013 (also 'Right to Food Act') is an Indian Act of
Parliament which aims to provide subsidized food grains to approximately two thirds of the
country's 1.2 billion people. It was signed into law on 12 September 2013, retroactive to 5 July
2013.

113) When was 5th Scorpene Submarine 'Vagir' built?
A.October 2020
B.November 2021
C.November 2020
D.October 2021

Answer C
Explanation The submarine was launched in November 2020 from Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders
Limited's Kanhoji Angre Wet Basin (MDL).

114) When was ICC established?
A.1999
B.1909
C.1900
D.1989

Answer B
Explanation ICC Headquarters was founded in Dubai, the United Arab Emirates, on 15 June
1909.

115) When did Galwan incident happen?
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A.15 June 2020
B.11 June 2020
C.5 June 2020
D.16 June 2020

Answer A
Explanation According to Indian sources, melee fighting on 15/16 June 2020 resulted in the
deaths of 20 Indian soldiers.

116) When did Dipak Dash retire as Controller General of Accounts by the
Indian government?
A.30 Jan
B.12 Jan
C.31 Jan
D.11 Jan

Answer C
Explanation She will take the place of Dipak Dash, who will retire on 31 January 2022. Sonali
Singh is an Indian Civil Accounts Service officer from the 1987 batch (ICAS).

117) When did the Popular Choice award poll conducted for the general
public being encouraged to vote on the best marching contingents and greatest
tableaux?
A.24-31 Jan 2022
B.21-24 Jan 2022
C.20-25 Jan 2022
D.25-31 Jan 2022

Answer D
Explanation The popular choice category award was first introduced in 2022, with the general
public being encouraged to vote on the best marching contingents and greatest tableaux via the
MyGov platform. Between 25 January and 31 January 2022, an internet poll was conducted.

118) Since when, US has launched the Reconnaissance satellites?
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A.1966
B.1941
C.1961
D.1991

Answer C
Explanation Since 1961, Reconnaissance satellites have been launched, and The National
Reconnaissance Office, or NRO, is in charge of and operates them.

119) Whey was Shillong Technology Park launched in Meghalaya?
A.To increase the job oppurtunities
B. to re-integrate Meghalayans who have left
C.to attract overseas investements
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation The primary goal is to re-integrate Meghalayans who have left the state to pursue
work. In addition, the park will provide new job possibilities for the state's youth.

120) Where was Pola Vatta found?
A.California
B.Kochi
C.Japan
D.Maldives

Answer B
Explanation The Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) has identified a new
carangid (Vatta) species from the Indian coast. The newly described fish belongs to the 'queen
fish' group and is named as 'Scomberoides pelagicus'. In local parlance, the fish is known as 'pola
vatta'.

121) How many Med Kits did WHO provide during the Pandemic?
A.140 million test kits.
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B.100 million test kits.
C.150 million test kits.
D.200 million test kits.

Answer A
Explanation The World Health Organization (WHO) had issued 140 million test kits.

122) When was mid day meal scheme started?
A.1999
B.1995
C.1996
D.1998

Answer B
Explanation The National Program of Nutritional Support to Primary Education (NP-NSPE) was
launched as a centrally sponsored scheme on 15th August 1995 in 2408 blocks in the country for
enhancement of enrolment, retention, improvement of attendance and quality of education and
improving of nutritional levels among children.
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