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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Grant Of Government Business To Private Banks
The embargo lifted government business authorizations for private banks.
Highlights:
The Government lifted the embargo on private sector banks (previously only a few
were allowed) to conduct Government-related banking transactions, such as tax and
other income payment facilities, pension payments, small savings schemes, etc.
This step is expected to further improve customer convenience, stimulate
competition and improve the efficiency of customer service standards.
This move is expected to help private sector banks at the forefront of absorbing
and implementing the latest technology and innovation in the banking industry to
become equal partners in India's economic development and government's social
sector initiatives.
With the lifting of the embargo, the Reserve Bank of India no longer prohibits
private sector banks (in addition to public sector banks) from authorizing
Government business, including Government agency business.
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INTERNATIONAL
India-EU Macroeconomic Dialogue Was Held
The 11th India-EU Macroeconomic Dialogue was held.
Highlights:
The dialogue includes, among other things, the exchange of experience, enabling
the two parties to cooperate in various aspects, including cooperation on financial
issues in the G20, including the adoption of the results of the G20 Framework
Working Group, the G20 Action Plan, and debt-related Issues and international
taxation of the digital economy.
Also discussed fiscal policy responses and medium-term fiscal strategies including
financial/structural reform priorities.
India shared its policy response to the Covid crisis and took steps to recover the
economy from its impact, including the carefully adjusted stimulus packages
announced by the Indian government and measures related to vaccination.

Quad Meeting Military Takeover in Myanmar
India joined Australia, Japan and the United States to participate in a ministerial
meeting under the Quadrilateral grouping (Quad) and discussed the issue of
military takeover in Myanmar and the Indo-Pacific.
Highlights:
Discussed contemporary challenges, especially the impact of Covid-19, and agreed
to increase access to affordable vaccines, medicines and medical equipment.
Discussed combating false information, counter-terrorism, maritime security, and
"priority considerations for strengthening democratic resilience in a wider area"
Emphasize that they are committed to maintaining a rule-based international order,
which is based on respect for territorial integrity and sovereignty, rule of law,
transparency, freedom of navigation in international waters, and peaceful settlement
of disputes.
Reiterated "the common vision of establishing a free, open and inclusive IndoPacific region, and clearly supports the cohesion and centrality of ASEAN", and
pointed out that the concept of Indo-Pacific has gained more and more international
attention, including Europe.
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Discussed cooperation on climate change and humanitarian assistance, disaster
relief and supply chain resilience.
Agreed to hold at least one ministerial meeting of the Quad every year, and
regularly hold high-level and working-level meetings to strengthen cooperation in
advancing a free and open Indo-Pacific.

Kala Namak Rice To Be Export From UP to Singapore
Uttar Pradesh is to export a batch of 20 tons of Kala Namak rice to Singapore. This
has greatly promoted the export of agricultural products from the state.
Highlights:
Nearly 20 tons of cargo will be sent from Siddharth Nagar to Singapore. The rice is
packaged in glass jars, which also mentions the quality of the rice.
The rice packaging contains the saying of the Mahatma Buddha: "The unique
aroma of rice will remind people of me." Soon, the state will start to watch the
Kalamanak Rice Festival at the Strawberry Festival.
The government also plans to jointly establish the Kara Namac Rice Research
Center in Siddharth Nagar with the Varanasi International Rice Research Center.
The state government also declared rice to be a regional product of Siddharth
Nagar. At the same time, the central government announced that it was once a
district product of Gorakhpur, Basti, Maharajganj and Sant Kabir Nagar.
This statement will help the production, processing, packaging and branding of
rice.
Kala Namak Rice - This kind of rice is also called Buddha rice. It is one of the best
fragrant rice varieties grown in India. Rice is also called "Buddha ka Mahaprasad"
(Buddha dedication).
Rice was provided to monks to promote rice in Buddhist countries. This type of
Rice ( Kala Namak Rice) is mainly grown in Deoria, Gorakhpur, Kushinagar,
Gonda, Maharajganj, Siddharth Nagar, Balrampur, Sant Kabir Nagar, Bahraich,
Shravasti. Geographical indications (GI) claim that these regions have similar
climates.

US Rejoined Paris Climate Deal Officially
The United States (US) officially rejoined the "Paris Climate Agreement" on
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February 19, 2020. After leaving office 107 days, the United States rejoined the
agreement.
Highlights:
With the re-entry of the United States, world leaders expect that the country will
now prove its seriousness largely absent for four years.
The two countries are still waiting for Washington to announce the United States'
goal of reducing emissions of heat-collecting gas by 2030.
US President Joe Biden signed an executive order to overturn the order of former
President Donald Trump.
In 2019, the Donald Trump administration announced its withdrawal from the
Paris Agreement. Due to the provisions of the agreement, the order came into effect
on November 4, 2020.
The Paris Climate Agreement is an agreement under the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The agreement was signed
in 2016 and involves climate change mitigation, adaptation and financing.
The Paris agreement was negotiated by representatives of about 196 states. The
paris agreement was signed at the 21st Conference of the Parties of the French
"United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change."
The agreement was later passed by consensus in December 2015. Currently, 190
members of the "Convention" are parties to the agreement. Countries such as
Turkey, Iran and Iraq have not joined.
According to the Paris Agreement, there is a long-term goal to keep the average
temperature below 2C above the pre-industrial level. It also tried to limit the
temperature to 1.5C. This will help reduce the risks and impacts of climate change.
The agreement further aims to improve the ability of all parties to adapt to the
adverse effects of climate change. It also seeks to make money flow towards lowgreenhouse gas emissions and climate-resilient development.

India-Ethiopia - Visa Facilitation and Leather Technology Agreement Signed
India and Ethiopia signed two agreements on February 20, 2021, which are related
to visa facilitation and leather technology.
Highlights:
These agreements were signed in the presence of Ethiopian Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Demeke Mekonnen Hassen and External Affairs
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Minister S Jaishankar.
The Deputy Prime Minister of Ethiopia paid a four-day visit to India.
The two countries have had useful and fruitful discussions on bilateral and regional
issues.
The ministers also agreed to expand the bilateral agenda in economic, national
defense, S&T, digital and cultural cooperation.

China Becomes India's Largest Trading Partner
China will once again become India's largest trading partner in 2020.The reason is
that India still relies on heavy machinery, telecommunications equipment and
household appliances imported from China.
Highlights:
Provisional data on trade between the two countries in 2020 is $77.7 billion.
However, compared with the total trade volume of USD 85.5 billion in 2019, the
trade volume has declined.
Imports of heavy machinery, etc. have exceeded India's efforts to reduce its
dependence on trade.
Therefore, the bilateral trade balance between India and China will be $40 billion
in 2020.
The total imports from China are 58.7 billion U.S. dollars, higher than India's
imports from the United States and the UAE combined.
The data further highlights that despite the interruption in demand during the
coronavirus pandemic, India is still able to reduce imports from neighboring Asian
countries.

China Says It Supports India To Host The 2021 BRICS
China expressed its support for India to host this year's BRICS meeting. This will
be the third time India has hosted the BRICS summit since 2012 and 2016.
About BRICS:
The BRIC countries were established in 2009 to represent the collective voices of
the Global Southern countries such as Brazil, Russia, India, China and South
Africa.
For more than ten years, after the establishment of the BRIC countries, it became
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the first compact non-western, intercontinental multilateral club in history.
It is hailed as a unique experiment that brings together politically, economically
and culturally different countries that share common concerns and interests in the
operation of the Western liberal international order.
The BRIC countries have always been challenged, even if they are not eliminated,
they must challenge Western hegemony and propose new ideas for global
governance.
The BRIC countries are mainly portrayed as emerging economic groups with huge
market potential.
The bilateral relations between BRICS countries are conducted on the basis of noninterference, equality and mutual benefit.
The financial structure of the BRIC countries consists of two parts:
New Development Bank (NDB) (BRICS Development Bank)
Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA).

US Seek Re-election to The UN Human Rights Council
The United States (US) announced that it will seek re-election to the UN Human
Rights Council. This is the latest in a series of measures taken by the Biden
administration to reverse the pattern of withdrawal from multilateralism unique to
the Trump administration. Former U.S. President Donald Trump took the U.S. out
of the Council in 2018, saying that he was biased against Israel and its members
were human rights violators.
UN Human Rights Council:
The UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) is an intergovernmental body within the
United Nations system. The mission of the UN Human Rights Council is to
promote "universal respect for the protection of the human rights of all people and
the fundamental freedoms of all people", and "resolve human rights violations,
including serious and systematic violations, and make recommendations on this." It
is capable of discussing all the thematic human rights issues and situations that
require attention throughout the year.
The UNHRC was established by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in
2006. It replaced the former UN Human Rights Commission. The UNHCR is
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. It has two main functions: the Council
adopts periodic reviews of all 193 UN member states, and adopts non-binding
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resolutions on human rights issues, called the Universal Periodic Review (UPR),
while monitoring Expert investigation of infringement. In specific countries/regions
(special procedures).
The UNHRC consists of about 47 member states, elected by a majority of the
member states of the United Nations General Assembly through direct and secret
ballots. The membership of the UNHRC is based on equitable geographical
distribution. The members of the Council have a three-year term, and two
consecutive terms are not eligible for immediate re-election.

News Media and Digital Platforms Mandatory Bargaining Code Passed By
Australia
The Australian Parliament passed a landmark legislation called the News Media
and Digital Platforms Mandatory Bargaining Code on February 25, 2021.
Highlights:
The regulation requires global digital platforms to pay for publishing Australian
news content on their respective platforms.
The legislation mainly targets Facebook and Google.
The law is easy to pass, and the tech giants (Facebook and Google) signed an
agreement with the government to pay Australian news organizations.
The agreement was signed to avoid the mandatory bargaining rules under the new
regulations.
This legislation will ensure that news companies "are fairly paid for their content"
It will also help maintain "public interest news" in the country.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Power sector reforms For Five States
The other five states underwent partial Power Sector Reforms and obtained
additional borrowing of Rs. 2,094 crore.
Highlights:
The states of Bihar, Goa, Karnataka, Rajasthan and Uttarakhand have successfully
achieved the targets set by the Ministry of Power to reduce Aggregate Technical &
Commercial (AT&C) losses, or achieved target reduction in Average Supply Costs
and Average Revenue Realisation (ACS-ARR) gap.
Reducing AT&C losses and ACS-ARR gap are two of the three reforms in Power
Sector specified by the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance.
Part of the state's additional borrowing ceiling is related to the reform of the Power
Sector.
States obtain permission to borrow funds equivalent to 0.05% of the Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP) to meet the state's target to reduce AT&C losses, and
obtain an additional 0.05% GSDP to meet the ACS-ARR gap target.
In response to the challenges posed by the pandemic, GOI increased the state's
borrowing limit by 2% of its GSDP.
Half of this special distribution is related to the citizen centric reforms by the
states.
The four citizen-centric reform areas identified are:
Implementation of the One Nation One Ration Card System (completed by 16
states)
Ease of doing business reform (completed by 18 states)
Urban Local body/utility reforms (completed by 6 states)
Power sector reforms (completed by 7 state)

NAVDEX 21 - Indian Navy ship
Indian Navy ship Pralaya arrived in Abu Dhabi, UAE, to participate in the
NAVDEX 21 and IDEX 21.
About NAVDEX 21 & IDEX 21:
NAVDEX 21 (Navy Defense Exhibition) and IDEX 21 (International Defense
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Exhibition) are scheduled to be held in February 2021 for a period of 5 days.
NAVDEX 21 and IDEX 21 are leading international naval and defense exhibitions
in the region
INS Pralaya:
INS Pralaya is the second ship of the Prabal- Class Missile Vessels made
indigenously, which entered service in the Indian Navy in 2002.
This 56 m long ship has a displacement of approximately 560 T, can exceed a
speed of 35 knots, and is equipped with an impressive array of weapons and
sensors.
These include 76.2mm medium-range artillery, 30mm short-range artillery, chaff
launcher and long-range surface-to-surface missiles.
The ship was built indigenously at Goa Shipyard Ltd.

Sambhar Lake - Swadesh Darshan Scheme
The Rajasthan State Government will identify new tourist spots in the Sambhar Salt
Lake. The lake is part of the desert tour of the Cenrer's Swadesh Darshan Scheme.
The scheme was launched by the Ministry of Tourism in 2014-15, with the purpose
of comprehensively developing theme based tourist routes in the country.
Highlights:
Located about 80 kilometers southwest of Jaipur, in the east-central part of
Rajasthan.
Sambhar Lake is the largest inland salt water lake in India. It represents the low
valley of the Aravalli mountain range.
The salt supply of the lake was carried out by the Mughal dynasty (1526-1857) and
was later jointly owned by the two princely states of Jaipur and Jodhpur.
Ramsar Wetland: According to the Ramsar Convention announced in 1990, this
is a wetland of international importance.
Rivers: It draws water from six rivers including Samaod River, Khari River,
Mantha River, Khandela River, Medtha River and Roopangarh River.
Vegetation: The vegetation in the catchment area is mostly xerophytic type.
Fauna: Flamingos, pelicans and waterfowl are usually seen in Sambhar Lake.
Salt production: Famous for brine/salt production, it is also one of the largest salt
production units in the country.
Other places nearby: Shakambari Devi temple, Sambhar Wildlife Sanctuary.
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Rajasthan Government's Latest Plan:
New tourist spots will be discovered on the lake to witness flora and fauna, and
glimpse the salt harvest.
The "salt train" that transports salt from the pans to the nearby refinery will also
restart.
New destinations around the lake, including the Salt Museum, Caravan park,
bicycle path and gardens, will be finalized.
Actions will be taken against unauthorized borewells and pipelines laid in the area
to stop illegal salt production in the lake, and at the same time, with the assistance
of the police, remove land violations.

Tourists Rescued in Nathu La - Sikkim
The Indian Army rescued several tourists trapped in a snowstorm in Nathu La on
the India-China border in Sikkim
Highlights:
Nathu La is one of the world's highest motorable roads. It is a mountain pass on the
peak of the Himalayas, located on the Indo-Tibetan border at an altitude of 14,450
feet.
Nathu means listening ears and La means "pass".
This is an open trade border post between India and China.
The other passes in Sikkim are the Jelep La Pass, Donkia Pass, and Chiwabhanjang
Pass.

Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram States Celebrated their Statehood Day on 20
February
Northeast Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram celebrate the anniversary of the
founding of the nation. The two countries were established on February 20, 1987.
Arunachal Pradesh:
On this occasion, President Ram Nath Kovind, Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Federal Minister and Chief Minister wish the states. Arunachal Pradesh It is a state
in northeastern India.
The state borders the southern states of Assam and Nagaland. It also has
international borders with Bhutan to the west and Myanmar to the east.
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The state has also disputed the Chinese border with the northern part of the
McMahon Line. The border of the Tibet Autonomous Region is 1,129 kilometers
long.
The state is the largest state among the seven sister states in northeast India.
According to the 2011 census, the state recorded a population of 1,328,611. Its
area is 83,743 square kilometers. The state is an ethnically diverse state. This is the
hometown of the Mongpa, Tani, Thai and Naga people.
Mizoram:
The name of the state is derived from the word Mizo, the land in the language of
Mizo. "Mizoram" means "the land of Mizos".
The state is located in the old Assam region of northeast India. It is the most inland
state in India. It borders three of the seven sister states of Old Assam, namely
Assam, Tripura and Manipur.
The state of Mizoram also shares border internationally with Bangladesh and
Myanmar, with a total length of 722 kilometers. It was not until 1972 that the state
became part of Assam.
In 1972, the state became a federal territory. Finally, in 1986, according to the 53rd
Amendment to the Constitution of India, Utah was granted the right to establish a
state. And finally Mizoram became the 23rd state of India on February 20, 1987.

Kerala Builds Smart Anganwadis
The Kerala government has approved Rs 9 crore to convert conventional
anganwadis into "smart" anganwadis with better facilities.
About Smart Anganwadi Scheme:
According to the scheme, the Department of Women and Child Development has
approved the Anagwadis in 48 states to construct its new buildings.
Smart anganwadis will be built to provide early childhood care in stages.
These facilities will be built to make them more child-friendly. In this way, these
facilities will help cultivate children's physical and mental development.
For the construction of 48 Anjawadi, a total of Rs 9 crore was approved.
Local institutions will also share Rs 74 crore for the construction of smart
buildings.
Design and build smart anganwadis according to the Integrated Child Development
Scheme (ICDS).
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The Ministry Of Agriculture Will Use Drones To Support PMFBY
According to the regulations of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY), the
Ministry of Agriculture is allowed to use drones for remote sensing data collection.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Civil Aviation and the Directorate General of Civil Aviation have
granted conditional permits to use Remotely Piloted Aircraft System (RPAS).
The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmer Welfare (MoAFW) will use RPAS to
collect remote sensing data in agricultural areas in 100 districts.
It will be used in production estimates at the gram Panchayat level.
This conditional exemption will be valid for one year from the date of publication,
or until the Digital Sky Platform is put into operation.
The use of drones still requires permission from the local government.

Highlights of One Nation One Standard Mission
Food and Consumer Affairs Minister Piyush Goyal emphasized the need for " One
Nation One Standard " to achieve uniformity, and said that India's laboratory
testing should meet global standards. The minister said this when reviewing the
work of the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS).
Highlights:
The One Nation One Standard Mission " was first reviewed in September 2019.
In order to ensure high-quality products in the country, the mission is envisaged as
adopting a "One Nation, One Ration Card" scheme.
The purpose is to integrate multiple standards with BIS, which is a recognized
national institution for standardization in India.
The strength and characteristics of a country are usually reflected in the standards
it sets for the quality of products and services.
Realize national unification and standardization in various public procurement and
bidding, and deliver immediately.
A unified national standard will help make it a mandatory standard for more
products.
About the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS):BIS is the only national institution
that sets standards. It operates under the aegis of Ministry of Consumer Affairs,
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Food & Public Distribution, Government of India. The BIS is responsible for
coordinating commodity standardization, marking and quality certification
activities and matters related to or incidental to them.

Flower Processing Centre to be Set Up in Karnataka
The Ministry of Horticulture of Karnataka will establish a flower processing center
in cooperation with the Bangalore International Flower Auction (IFAB). The center
will be set up to convert unsold flowers into useful products.
Highlights:
The flower processing center will process flowers and convert them into high valueadded products, such as flower art, natural dyes, incense sticks, flower paper,
flower embedding works, flower petal powder for cosmetics and flowers stored in
silica.
This kind of flower processing facility is needed because once the market is
interrupted, flower growers will suffer huge losses. Therefore, by establishing this
facility, farmers can learn flower processing skills from the center.
This unit will be used to process various flowers. Karnataka is rich in flora and
fauna. The total forest area recorded in the state is 38,720 square kilometers. It
accounts for 20.19% of the country's total geographic area.
The forest contains 25% of India's elephants and 10% of tigers. The Western Ghats
is a hotspot of biodiversity, including the western part of Karnataka.
Talacauvery and Kudremukh are the two Western Ghats in Karnataka and have a
place on the tentative list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
The Indian roller is a national bird, and the Indian elephant is a national animal.
Sandalwood is the state tree of Karnataka.
The lotus is the state flower of Karnataka. Karnataka is a leading country in flower
cultivation. It accounts for 75% of India's total flower production. The state is the
state with the largest area of modern cut flowers, consisting of 40 flower planting
and exporting units. The state also has India's first and only flower auction center.

Key Facts of Undersea Tunnel of Mumbai
Mumbai will launch India's first undersea tunnel in 2023, which is under
construction as part of the Mumbai Coastal Highway Project.
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Highlights:
The Mumbai Coastal Highway Project will construct two tunnels. The length of
the tunnel is 2.07 km, of which 1 km is located under the sea.
This is India's first undersea road tunnel. It will pass through the Arabian Sea near
Gilgaon Chopati.
The tunnel will start from Priyadarshani Park and end at Netaji Subhash Road on
Marine Drive. It will be built at a depth of 20m below the seabed.
The total cost of the project is 279.844 crore rupees. Each tunnel will be completed
in 8 to 9 months. It was built by India's largest tunnel boring machine.
Mumbai Coastal Highway Project: This is a 10.58 km long road project, starting
from Marine Drive and ending at the Worli end of the Bandra-Worli Sea Link. It
consists of landfilled roads, bridges and tunnels. The project was launched under
the plan of a toll-free highway connecting South Mumbai and North Mumbai. This
will also reduce the burden of urban traffic.

Karnataka to Host Khelo India University Games
Karnataka Chief Minister BS Yeddyurappa announced that Karnataka will host the
second Indian Khelo India University Game (KIUG) in 2021. Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will host the Khelo University Games in India.
Highlights:
The game will be held at Ja Na University and other venues in the state. That
university will organize the Olympic Games in cooperation with the Association of
Indian Universities (AIU).
Khelo Indian University Game (KIUG) is the largest multi-sports university game
in India at the national level.
The event observed the competitive participation of athletes from various
universities across the country in different sports disciplines.
Khelo Indian University Game is organized by the Youth Affairs and Sports and
Sports Authority of India (SAI) in cooperation with the University Association of
India, the Indian Olympic Association and the National Sports Federation.
The event was launched after the successful holding of the Khelo Indian Youth
Games. The organization of the competition aims to tap sports talents so that they
can represent India in such things as
The first edition of the event was held in Bhubaneswar in February. In the 2020
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event, a total of 3,182 participants participated in the U-25 age group. They come
from 158 universities and colleges across the state
KIUG 2021 - In this case, Yogasana and Mallakhamb have also been added to the
game list. The purpose of this is to maintain and promote India's century-old sports
discipline. Organizers expect that this move will increase the number of
participants this year.
The Sports Authority of India is the highest national sports organization
established in 1982. It was established by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
to develop sports in India. It also manages the Netaji Subhash High Altitude
Training Center in Shilaroo, Himachal Pradesh State. Other Stadiums like
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, Dhyan Chand National Stadium, Indira Gandhi Arena,
Dr. Karni Singh Shooting Range, etc. are also managed by the Indian Sports
Authority.

Education Minister Presided Council of IITs Meeting
The Union Education Minister presided over the 54th meeting of the Council of
IITs.
Highlights:
IIT Council established four committees to study a series of issues from funding to
graded autonomy of the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) and decided to strive
for "rationalizing the number of staff from the current standard to a lower number."
However, it did not elaborate on the rationalization of staff and whether to include
the reduction of teaching and non-teaching staff.
According to official data, IIT currently faces a staff shortage of nearly 39%.
According to the recommendations of the Chairman of the IIT Council Standing
Committee, four working groups were formed to deal with the following issues
related to NEP-2020:
Group 1: Graded Autonomy, authorized and responsible BoG and Director
Group 2: Train outstanding scholars to serve as IIT directors
Group 3: Reform and reorganization of the Academic Senate
Group 4: Innovative financing mechanism
About IIT Council:The IIT Council is the highest decision-making body of IITs.
The Council is chaired by the Minister of Technology and Education of the Union
Government. Its members include all MPs, chairpersons and directors of all IITs,
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chairperson and directors of other well-known institutions such as IISc.

Labour Bureau All India Surveys
The Labour Bureau organized trainings of trainers for five All-India Surveys.
Highlights:
The Chandigarh Labor Bureau organized five trainings for survey trainers across
India. These surveys covered employment generated by domestic workers, migrant
workers, professionals, employment generated by the transportation sector, and
employment surveys based on quarterly institutions across India.
The back-to-back training course is part of a three-day comprehensive training
course that will be provided to officers/officials of the Labour Bureau, officials of
the seven regional offices of the Labour Bureau, and officials of various states.
These trainings are the predecessors of training, and these trainings will eventually
be delivered to field officers who will eventually conduct surveys across the
country.
About the Labour Bureau:
Labour Bureau is an affiliated office of the Ministry of Labor and Employment,
and has been at the forefront in meeting the data needs of various stakeholders in
the labor and employment field since 1920.
The two main departments of the bureau are in Shimla and Chandigarh.
It has four regional offices in Ahmedabad, Chennai, Kanpur and Kolkata, and a
sub-regional office in Mumbai.
The organization is led by the Director-General and Higher Administrative Grade
Officer of the Indian Economic Services (IES). He is assisted by professional teams
from the Indian Economic Service and the Indian Statistical Service.

Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries - MSME
Union Minister for MSME & Road Transport & Highways hosted the unveiling
ceremony of 50 artisan-based Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional
Industries (SFURTI) clusters, which are located in 18 states.
Highlights:
In the 50 clusters opened, at least 42,000 artisans have been supported, including
traditional muslin, khadi, coconut coir, handcraft, handlooms, wood crafts, leather,
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pottery, carpet weaving, bamboo, agricultural processing,Tea and other traditional
fields.
The Ministry of MSME, Govt. of India has provided about 850 million rupees for
the development of these 50 clusters.
The Ministry of MSME is implementing the Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of
Traditional Industries (SFURTI) to organize traditional industries and craftsmen
into clusters to make them competitive and increase revenue.

Shri Pravas Kumar Singh - Central Electricity Regulatory Commission
Shri Pravas Kumar Singh was sworn in as a member of Central Electricity
Regulatory Commission (CERC).
About Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC):
CERC is a statutory body operating in accordance with Section 76 of the
Electricity Act 2003
It was originally formed under the Electricity Regulatory Commissions Act, 1998
(1998).
The Commission intends to promote competition, efficiency and economy in the
bulk power market, improve supply quality, promote investment, and advise the
government on removing institutional barriers to bridge the gap between demand
and supply and thereby promote consumer interests.

President's Rule in Puducherry Approved by The Cabinet
The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal for the presidential rule in
Puducherry. The proposal was approved a few days after the Union government led
by Congress lost power after a vote of confidence.
Highlights:
This decision was made because, after the resignation of the Chief Minister, no
party claimed to form a government in Puducherry.
After resignation, the lieutenant general proposed the Puducherry presidential
system approved by the Union Cabinet.
After the election committee announces the date of the election, the model code of
conduct will also come into effect.
India's presidential rule is the suspension of state governments and the
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implementation of Union government rule.
The President's regulations are based on Article 356 of the Constitution. When the
state government is unable to perform its functions in accordance with the
provisions of the constitution, the regulations are implemented. Thereafter, the
executive power is exercised by the governor appointed by the central government.
The governor can also appoint other administrators to assist them. Under the
President's rule, the Council of Ministers was disbanded and the post of Chief
Minister was removed.
Moreover, Vidhan Sabha was either dissolved or prorogued, and only reorganized
after the election. So far, Chhattisgarh and Telangana are the only states that have
not yet implemented a presidential rule.
Vote of no confidence: When the person in charge is no longer considered
suitable for the position, this is a statement or vote for that person. If a person is
inappropriate in some respects and has not fulfilled any obligations, declare that
person is not suitable for the position.

Worlds Largest Stadium is Inaugurated in Gujarat
Indian President Ram Nath Kovind opened the world's largest stadium on February
24, 2021 in Motera, Gujarat.
Highlights:
Motera Stadium was later renamed Narendra Modi Stadium. This stadium has
surpassed the Melbourne Cricket Ground to become the largest stadium in the
world.
The stadium will make history by hosting the second home pink ball test match
between India and Britain on February 24.
The old Motera Stadium was demolished in 2016 and could hold 54,000 spectators
at the time. Therefore, the cornerstone of the new cricket stadium was laid in
January 2018. The cornerstone was laid by the Gujarat Cricket Association. Its
construction has been completed within two years.
Amenities of the Stadium:
The new stadium was constructed by equipping it with all the modern facilities and
technologies required for today's cricket. It consists of four dressing rooms, which
are now necessary for hosting twenty or twenty games back to back.
The stadium covers an area of 63 acres. It has a capacity of 1.1 million people,

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 22 - February 28, 2021)

which exceeds the capacity of 90,000 people in Melbourne Stadium. Its
construction cost is estimated at Rs. 8 billion It was built by Larsen & Toubro.
The stadium also includes 76 company gift boxes that can accommodate 25
people. In addition, it also houses an indoor academy, an Olympic-level swimming
pool, four changing rooms for athletes, a GCA clubhouse and a food court.
In the cricket ground, 11 pitch pitches composed of 5 black soil and 6 red soil have
been prepared. This is the first stadium to use colored clay as a driving range and
main court. One of its main characteristics is that in the rain, asphalt can dry in only
30 minutes.

NUDM Ministry of HUA and Electronics and IT
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) and the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology jointly launched the National Urban
Digital Mission (NUDM).
About NUDM:
The central government launched NUDM to create a digital infrastructure for cities
in the country.
MoHUA stated that this will institutionalize a citizen-centric and ecosystem-driven
approach by 2022 to provide urban governance and service delivery in cities and in
all cities and towns by 2024.
NUDM will create a shared digital infrastructure that can consolidate and crossutilize various digital initiatives of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs,
enabling cities and towns across India to benefit from overall and diverse support
and meet their needs and local challenge.

JB Ekka Committee To Be Formed
A one-man committee headed by Principal Secretary Dr. JB Ekka will be formed to
enable small tea workers in Assam to receive the same salary
Highlights:
In addition, the government of Assam announced to increase the wages of tea
plantation workers from 167 rupees to 217 rupees per day.
Tea garden managers pay wages determined by the government.
The tea tribe communities in Assam also face problems of exploitation, economic
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backwardness, poor health and low literacy rates.
In the 2020-21 Union budget, it is announced that the welfare of tea workers in
Assam and West Bengal will be provided with 10 billion rupees.

Two Years of PM-Kisan Scheme
PM-Kisan scheme completed two years. The Government of India implemented
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana as a central sector scheme.
About PM-Kisan:
The Government of India implemented Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
Yojana as a central sector scheme.
The scheme was introduced to increase the source of income for many small and
marginal farmers.
The main objectives of the PM-KISAN plan are as follows:
Provide income support for all qualified land-holding farmers and their families.
PM-KISAN scheme also aims to supplement financial needs of farmers to obtain
various inputs to ensure proper crop health and proper yields, commensurate with
the expected farm income.
The scheme is expected to expand the coverage of PM-KISAN to approximately
14.5 crore beneficiaries. The goal of the scheme is to cover approximately 20
million farmers with estimated expenditure of Rs. 87,217.50 crores. The central
government will provide Rs. 87,217.50 crores in funding.

Cabinet Approved PLI for Pharmaceuticals
The Union Cabinet has approved the Pharmaceutical Production Linked Incentive
(PLI) Scheme for the Financial Year 2020-21 to 2028-29
Highlights:
The scheme is expected to bring an investment of 15,000 crore rupees to the
pharmaceutical sector.
This will be part of the overall scheme for the Development of the Pharmaceutical
Industry.
Objective: (1) Enhance India's manufacturing capacity by increasing investment;
(2) Diversify products to include high-value commodities.
Target group: Groups will be based on the Global Manufacturing Revenue
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(GMR) of manufacturers registered in India to ensure the wide applicability of the
scheme
Quantum of Incentives: Rs 15,000 crore.
Category of Goods covered:
Category 1: Biopharmaceuticals; Complex generic drugs; Patented drugs or drugs
that are about to expire; drugs based on cell or gene therapy; Orphan drugs; other
approved drugs.
Category 2: Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients, Key raw materials, Drug
Intermediates.
Category 3: Drugs not covered by Category 1 and 2.

Cabinet Approved PLI for IT Hardware
The Union Cabinet has approved the Production Linked Incentive Scheme related
to IT Hardware
Highlights:
The PLI scheme proposes incentives to boost domestic manufacturing.
It also recommends attracting substantial investment in the value chain of IT
Hardware.
The proposed scheme includes target market segments such as tablets, laptops, allin-one computers and servers.
The total cost of the proposed scheme is approximately Rs 73.5 billion in 4 years.
The budget includes 73.25 billion rupees in rewards, in addition to 250 million
rupees in administrative expenses.
According to the scheme, a total production value of Rs 3,26,00 crore will be
realized, 75% of which will be realized through exports.
The scheme has the potential to create more than 1,800,000 direct and indirect jobs
within four years.
It will also provide impetus for the Domestic Value Addition of IT Hardware. It is
expected that by 2025, its domestic value will increase to 20%-25%.

Record Food Grain Production
Record Food grain production was 303.34 million tons. The second preliminary
estimate of the output of major crops showed a record output of 303.34 million tons
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of food grains.
Highlights:
The second preliminary estimate of the output of major crops showed a record
output of 303.34 million tons of food grains.
According to data from the Ministry of Agriculture, it is estimated that India's
grain production will increase by 2% in the 2020-21 crop year, reaching a record
high of 303.34 million tons per year due to continued monsoon rains and increased
production of rice, wheat, beans and coarse grains.
The Minister of Agriculture attributed the increase in production to the efforts of
farmers and scientists and the central government's initiatives.

Second Phase of Covid -19 Vaccination Begins From 1st March
The Union government has announced that the second phase of COVID-19
vaccination will begin on March 1, 2021.
Highlights:
In the second phase of the covid-19 vaccine, people over the age of 60 will be
vaccinated.
In addition, according to the guidelines, people over 45 years of age with
comorbidities (which means that there are one or more other diseases that occur at
the same time as any major disease) will also be vaccinated in the second phase.
Beneficiaries can be vaccinated in 10,000 governments and approximately 20,000
private vaccination centers nationwide.
The vaccination campaign will be conducted free of charge in all 10,000
government hospitals.
But the beneficiaries will have to pay to be vaccinated at 20,000 private
vaccination centers. The cost of the vaccine has not yet been determined by the
Ministry of Health.

Tribals Protesting in Sitanadi Udanti Tiger Reserve - Forest Resource Rights
Thousands of tribes living in villages in the core area of Sitanadi Udanti Tiger
Reserve are protesting and demanding recognition of their community's forest
resource rights. Community Forest Resources (CFR) rights are granted under the
2006 Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Residents (Recognition of
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Forest Rights) Act.
Highlights:
The tiger reserve is based on a core/buffer strategy. The core area has the legal
status of a national park or nature reserve, while the buffer zone or peripheral area
is a mixture of forest and non-forest land and is managed as a multi-purpose area.
The 2006 Forest Rights Act (FRA) recognizes and vests the forest rights and
occupation of the Forest Dwelling Scheduled Tribes (FDST) and other traditional
forest Dwellers (OTFD) who have lived in the forest for generations.
It strengthens the forest protection system, while ensuring the livelihood and food
security of FDST and OTFD.
Gram Sabha is responsible for initiating the determination of the nature and scope
of individual forest rights (IFR) or community forest rights (CFR) or both, which
can be granted to FDST and OTFD.
Personal rights: including self-cultivation and residency rights.
Community rights: such as grazing in the forest, fishing and contact with water
bodies, the right of habitation of particularly vulnerable tribal groups, the right to
protect, regenerate or conserve or manage any community forest resources for
sustainable use, etc.
Community forest resource rights: These are the rights of Adivasi and OTFD to
the conventional common forest land within the traditional or customary
boundaries of the village, or the seasonal use of the landscape in the herder
community.
These can be recognized on any forest land, including reserved forests, protected
forests, and protected areas such as protected areas and national parks.
Sitanadi Udanti Tiger Reserve:
The Sitanadi-Udanti Tiger Reserve was established in 2008-09 and is a
combination of two separate reserves (Udanti and Sitanadi Wildlife Reserve). It is
located in Gariaband district of Chhattisgarh State. It contains various types of
forest crops mixed with the Sal forest. The Asian wild buffalo is the main
endangered species found in the core area. In addition to tigers, other rare species
that are endangered include Indian wolves, leopards, sloth bears and mouse deer.
The Sitanadi River originates in the middle of the Sitanadi Wildlife Sanctuary. The
Udanti River flows from west to east and covers most of the Udanti Wildlife
Reserve. Other tiger reserves in Chhattisgarh are Achanakmar Tiger Reserve and
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Indravati Tiger Reserve.

Khelo India National Winter Games to Begin
The 2nd Khelo India National Winter Games will open on February 26.
Highlights:
The Games will be held in Gulmarg, Jammu and Kashmir from February 26 to
March 2, 2021.
This event is jointly organized by the Union Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports,
J&K Sports Council and J&K Winter Games Association.
Sports activities will include alpine skiing, Nordic skiing, snowboarding, ski
mountaineering, ice hockey, skating, icefields, etc.
In Khelo India National Winter Games 27 states, Union territories and Boards are
sending their teams to participate in the competition.
Khelo India is a national sports development programe initiated by the
government, with the purpose of restoring India's sports culture at the grassroots
level, thereby making India a sports country.

India Toy Fair 2021 to be Happen Soon
Prime Minister announced that the 2021 Indian Toy Fair will be held.
About The India Toy Fair, 2021:
The initiative is in line with Prime Minister's vision of making India a global hub
for Toy Industry.
The expo aims to promote the basic themes of the "Atmanirbhar Bharat" and
"vocal for local" campaigns initiated by the government to promote indigenous
industries.
It also aims to use the potential of toys to make learners of all ages happy.
India Toy Fair 2021 aims to gather decision makers, toy manufacturers and
distributors, investors, industry experts, MSMEs, craftsmen, start-ups, children,
parents and teachers on a common platform. To promote the development of the
toy industry in India, so that it has a global competitive advantage.
The main attractions of the expo include a virtual exhibition with more than 1,000
virtual stalls, webinars organized by the state government, knowledge sessions, and
expert panel discussions/webinars conducted by experts on various topics, include
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toy-based Learning, craft demonstrations, competitions, quizzes, virtual tours,
product launches, etc.

City Innovation Exchange (CiX) Urban Ecosystem
Initiated the City Innovation Exchange (CiX) to promote the innovation of the
urban ecosystem.
About City Innovation Exchange (CiX) Platform:
The City Innovation Exchange (CiX) connects cities with innovators in the
national ecosystem, designing innovative solutions for the urgent challenges they
face.
The platform will simplify the discovery, design and verification of solutions
through robust, transparent and user-centric processes, which will reduce the
barriers for innovators and cities to find suitable solutions.
Based on the concept of "open innovation", the platform will facilitate the
exchange of ideas "outside in and inside out " and enhance the skills and
capabilities required to realize smart urban governance.
Through interaction with academia and companies/startups, the platform will
enable the transfer of ideas from the laboratory to the actual environment, thereby
benefiting the city.
Similarly, by helping urban governments interact with citizens, the platform will
ensure the adoption of proven solutions that are impactful and sustainable.
The platform has more than 400 start-ups, 100 smart cities, more than 150
challenge statements and more than 215 solutions at the time of its launch.

Swachh Iconic Places (SIP) Jal Shakti
The Ministry of Jal Shakti announced the selection of 12 sites, which will be
transformed into "Swachh tourist Destinations" in the Phase-IV.
Highlights:
The Swachch Iconic Places initiative under the Swachch Bharat mission is a
special cleanup initiative that focuses on specific iconic heritage, spiritual and
cultural places in the country.
This initiative is jointly coordinated by the Ministry of Drinking Water and
Sanitation, the Ministry of Urban Development, the Ministry of Culture, the
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Ministry of Tourism, and the relevant state governments.
The Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation has now selected another 12 sites
to be included in the SIP programe (phase IV).
The 12 sites are:
Ajanta Caves, Maharashtra
Sanchi Stupa, Madhya Pradesh
Kumbhalgarh Fort, Rajasthan
Jaisalmer Fort, Rajasthan
Ramdevra, Jaisalmer, Rajasthan
Golconda Fort, Hyderabad, Telangana
Sun Temple, Konark, Odisha
Rock Garden, Chandigarh
Dal Lake, Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir
Banke Bihari Temple, Mathura, Uttar Pradesh
Agra Fort, Agra, Uttar Pradesh
Kalighat Temple, West Bengal
The initiative aims to improve the experience of domestic and foreign tourists by
improving the sanitation and cleanliness standards of the site and its surroundings.

Delhi to Switch All its Hired Vehicles to Electric Vehicles
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia announced that all branches of the
Delhi government will now only use electric vehicles. The transition to electric
vehicles will be completed within 6 months.
Highlights:
The Delhi government has used more than 2,000 cars.
The minister believes that this decision will inspire the country and other cities in
the world. It is a key decision to solve problems such as pollution and climate
change.
This announcement was made after the government launched the "Switch Delhi"
campaign.
The transition from diesel or gasoline vehicles to electric vehicles will be
monitored by the Delhi Ministry of Transport.
In addition, government departments need to generate action reports on the
transition of electric vehicles to node departments every month.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
India-Australia Circular Economy Hackathon - I-ACE
Prime Minister addressed India-Australia Circular Economy Hackathon (I-ACE).
About I-ACE:
The hackathon aim to enable students and start-ups/MSMEs in both countries to
develop innovative solutions for the development of circular economy throughout
the food system value chain, in order to increase the long-term health and resilience
of the planet through innovative technological solutions.
India-Australia Circular Economy Hackathon (I-ACE) is jointly organized by Atal
Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog and the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial
Research Organization (CSIRO), Australia.
The goal of I-ACE is to accelerate the development of young promising students
and startups/MSMEs committed to creating a sustainable future.
Launched in October 2020, the first round received more than 1,000 registrations
from both countries.
After the final held in February 2021, the selected teams participated in five master
class sessions, three dedicated mentoring sessions and three presentation /jury
evaluation sessions.
The winners will be supported by innovation and incubation ecosystem of Atal's
innovation mission, NITI Aayog and CSIRO Australia to enable them to develop
solutions into products.
The four themes involved in the hackathon are:
Innovation in packaging reducing packaging waste
Innovation in food supply chains avoiding waste
Creating opportunities for plastics waste reduction
Recycling critical energy metals and e-waste

Go Electric Campaign Was Initiated
The Minister of Transport initiated the "Go Electric" Campaign.
About the Campaign:
The aim of the campaign is to promote electric vehicles and electric vehicle
charging infrastructure and the benefits of electric cooking in India.
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The idea of the initiative is to encourage the use of electric vehicles instead of
vehicle that use gasoline and diesel.
The event aims to raise awareness at the PAN-India level and is expected to
increase the confidence of Electric Vehicle manufacturers.
The "Go Electric" campaign is an important initiative because it will be an
important step towards a cleaner and greener future and will help reduce my
country's dependence on imports in the coming years.
Electric fuel is the main alternative to fossil fuels, and the import cost of fossil
fuels is Rs 8 billion.
Compared with conventional fuels, electric fuels have low cost and reduced
emissions, and they are also indigenous.

Anti-Tank Guided Missile Systems - DRDO
Successful user trials of the Anti-Tank Guided Missile Systems "Helina" and
"Dhruvastra" developed by DRDO.
About Helina and Dhruvastra:
The third-generation anti-tank guided missiles "Helina" and "Dhruvastra" have
been successfully tested in India.
Both are indigenously developed by DRDO.
Successful trials paved the way for Helina's enlistment in the Indian Army and
Dhruvastra's enlistment in the Air Force.
The missile was tested in the Pokhran Desert in Rajasthan.
According to the Ministry of Defense, these missiles are among the most advanced
anti-tank weapons in the world.
The system is capable of all-weather day and night, and can defeat tanks with
conventional armor and explosive reactive armor.
These anti-tank missiles can engage the target in direct strike mode and top attack
mode.

Drug For Epilepsy Was Developed
A major pharmaceutical manufacturer developed the final dosage form of Active
Pharmaceutical Ingredients (API) and Brivanext for epilepsy.
Highlights:
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About Epilepsy:
Epilepsy is a central nervous system (neurological) disease in which brain activity
becomes abnormal, causes seizures or a period of abnormal behavior, sensation,
and sometimes even loss of consciousness.
Epilepsy is the fourth most common neurological disease, affecting people of all
ages.
Anyone can develop epilepsy, but it is more common in young children and the
older adults. This incidence of men is slightly higher than that of women.
Symptoms:
Change the sense of taste, smell, sight, hearing or touch, dizziness, numbness and
convulsions in the limbs, stare blankly, unresponsive, and perform repetitive
movements.
Cure:
There is no cure for epilepsy, but medications and other strategies can be used to
control the disease.
Initiative to Raise Awareness:
The World Health Organization released the "Epilepsy" report in 2019, which is a
public health imperative.
This is the first global report on epilepsy and outlines the available evidence on the
burden of epilepsy and the public health responses required at the global, regional
and national levels.

Perseverance Rover Successfully Launched in Mars NASA
NASA's most advanced Mars rover, Perseverance, successfully landed on the
surface of Mars, which is impressive. This is the first step in finding signs of
ancient microbial life on Mars.
Highlights:
Perseverance, nicknamed Percy, is an SUV-sized Mars probe designed to explore
Jezero Crater on Mars as part of NASA's 2020 Mars mission.
It was manufactured by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, launched on July 30, 2020
at UTC, and confirmed receipt of the successful landing of the rover on February
18, 2021 at UTC.
Perseverance is equipped with seven main payload instruments, 19 cameras and
two microphones. This wanderer carries the creativity of a miniature helicopter, an
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experimental aircraft that will attempt its first powered flight on another planet.
Key Facts:
Mission Name: Mars 2020
Rover Name: Perseverance
Main Job of the Rover: Seek signs of ancient life and collect samples of rock and
regolith (broken
rock and soil) for possible return to Earth.
Launch: July 30, 2020
Landing: Feb. 18, 2021
Landing Site: Jezero Crater, Mars
Tech Demo of the Rover: The Mars Helicopter is a technology demonstration,
hitching a ride on the Perseverance rover.

Silver Antimony Telluride - A Material That Uses Waste Heat
Scientists at the Jawaharlal Nehru Advanced Scientific Research Center based in
Bangalore have discovered a new material, Silver Antimony Telluride (AgSbTe2),
which can help utilize waste heat generated by various household appliances and
industrial equipment and use it for other useful work.
About Silver Antimony Telluride:
It is a nano-material compound synthesized from Silver, Copper and Tellurium.
A crystalline solid, which has free electrons that help electricity conduction, but its
crystal lattice (arrangement of atoms) is quite inflexible and vibrates very slowly,
thereby inhibiting the propagation of heat.
Therefore, it is a good conductor of electricity, but a bad conductor of heat, which
is important for the Thermo-electric effect.
There are various potential applications. Industrial processes and power plants and
various household appliances will generate a lot of waste heat, which can be used to
do a lot of work.
For example, the heat generated by a laptop can be used to charge a mobile phone.
Alternatively, the small watch can be charged from the phone.
Energy conversion is not a very efficient process. Generally, the unusable waste
heat does not exceed 15% to 20%.

Indian Oil Company-Norway's Greenstat Joins Forces For Hydrogen
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Research
The Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) and Greenstat Norway signed an agreement to
establish a Centre of Excellence on Hydrogen. The agreement was signed a few
days after India announced its National Hydrogen Mission.
Highlights:
The Indian government launched the National Hydrogen Mission to accelerate its
plan to produce carbon-free fuels from renewable resources.
The government has also pledged to focus on the production of hydrogen from
green power sources in the 2021-22 Union Budget.
The government also pledged to build a more diverse and efficient energy
infrastructure.
Centre of Excellence on Hydrogen (CoE-H):
Indian oil associated with the Greensat Norway, with the aim of developing a
Center of Excellence for Hydrogen (CoE-H).
The launch of CoE-H aims to promote transfer and sharing of technology.
It will also share experience through the green hydrogen value chain and other
technologies (such as hydrogen storage and fuel cells).
The platform will serve as a tool to promote Research and Development projects in
Green and Blue hydrogen between R&D institutions and universities in the two
countries.
The center will work closely with the industries and governments of the two
countries.
It will also use its knowledge advantages to develop cost-effective and sustainable
technological solutions.
It will serve as a think tank for the development of codes and standards for best
industrial practices, product agreements, safety and regulations in the field of
hydrogen and fuel cells.

Intensified Mission Indradhanush 3.0 Launched
The Union Health Minister, Dr. Harsh Vardhan, launched the Intensified Mission
Indradhanush (IMI) 3.0.
Highlights:
The mission will be divided into two rounds.
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The first phase will start on February 22, 2021, and the second phase will start on
March 22, 2021.
It will spread across 250 districts or urban areas in 29 States or Union Territories.
In addition, the Minister also launched the IMI 3.0 portal and issued Operational
Guidelines for it.
He also launched promotional materials or IEC packages developed under the
campagin.
Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI) 3.0:
The Central Government initiated the IMI 3.0 program, which aims to provide free
immunizations for pregnant women and children in India.
This scheme will strengthen and reinvigorate the immunization programme.
This will help quickly achieve full immunization of children and pregnant women.
This mission also aims to reach the unreached population. It will receive all
vaccines available under the Universal Immunization Program (UIP).

Coronil Received AYUSH certification
Patanjali's Divya Coronil medicine has been certified by the AYUSH Ministry in
accordance with WHO certification standards.
Highlights:
Now, Coronil has been certified as an aid against Covid-19 and a drug to enhance
immunity.
The drug has obtained the Certificate of Pharmaceutical Product (CoPP) from the
Ayush Section of the Central Drugs Standards Control Organization.
Patanjali also released a pamphlet containing nine peer-reviewed papers that have
proven the efficacy of Coronil.
Patanjali launched Coronil tablets in June 2020. It was developed by the Haridwarbased Divya Prakashan Patanjali Research Institute.
The Patanjali team claimed that the drug can cure Covid-19 within 7 days.
However, the AYUSH Ministry subsequently prohibited Patanjali from selling it as
a "cure". The ministry has asked about the details of the trial.
In addition, the Rajasthan government sent a notice to the NIMS Hospital in
Jaipur, where trials were conducted on Covid patients.

Influenza A(H5N8) virus First Case Reported
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Russia said it has found the first case of H5N8 avian influenza in humans. There
are different subtypes of avian influenza viruses. Although H5N8 is highly
contagious, it is lethal to birds, but it has never been reported to have spread to
humans.
About Avian influenza (bird flu):
This is a viral infection that can not only infect birds, but also humans and other
animals. Most forms of viruses are limited to birds.
This is a highly contagious viral disease that affects several food-producing birds
(chicken, turkey, quail, guinea fowl, etc.) as well as pet birds and wild birds.
Sometimes, mammals including humans may be infected with avian influenza.
According to two surface proteins, Hemagglutinin (HA) and Neuraminidase (NA),
Influenza A viruses are divided into subtypes.
Influenza A(H5N8) virus:
According to the Paris-based World Organization for Animal Health, H5N8 avian
influenza is a poultry disease caused by the Type "A" influenza virus, which can
affect several types of poultry, such as chickens, turkeys, quails, guinea fowls,
ducks, pet birds, wild migratory birds and waterfowl.

VL-SRSAM Missile System - DRDO
The Defense Research and Development Organization (DRDO) successfully
conducted two Vertical Launch Short Range Surface to Air Missile (VL-SRSAM).
Highlights:
The launch was carried out from a static vertical launcher at the Chandipur
Integrated Test Range (ITR) off the coast of Odisha.
Before the test, as part of the safety measures, approximately 8,000 people within a
2 km radius of the ITR were evacuated.
About VL-SRSAM: VL-SRSAM is used to eliminate various air threats in close
range, including sea skimming targets. It was designed and developed indigenously
by DRDO for the Indian Navy.
Advanced tank-based weapon systems can identify, track, engage and destroy
targets with a high probability of killing. The strike range is about 40 kilometers.

Skill Development Centre (SDC) for Fire Safety Training
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Raksha Mantri established DRDO Skill Development Centre for Fire Safety
Training.
About the SDC:
The Skill Development Center (SDC) of the National Defense Research and
Development Organization (DRDO) for fire safety training is located in Pilkhuwa,
Uttar Pradesh.
The facility was created by the DRDO laboratory Center for Fire, Explosive and
Environment Safety (CFEES) located in Delhi to develop trained human resources,
fire safety technology and products to save precious human lives and valuable
assets.
SDC is the first case in India. It uses the most advanced technology and establishes
a simulation system to verify firepower on a realistic scale to meet challenges and
enhance the skills of Defence Fire Service Personnel and combatants from the
Armed Forces.
DRDO facility will be used to provide fire protection and fire-fighting training for
Fire Service personnel in the Indian Armed Forces, DRDO, Ordnance Factories,
Coast Guard and defence undertakings.
In addition, trainees from Bhutan, Sri Lanka and other neighboring countries will
be trained.
The facility will be maintained by CFEES, which conducts safety audits, training
activities and R&D activities in the fields of fire, explosives and environmental
safety.

National Technology Awards 2020 - Innovative Indigenous Technologies
A total of 12 companies have been selected for the 2020 National Technology
Awards to successfully commercialize innovative indigenous technologies.
Highlights:
They were selected into three categories: indigenous technologies, MSME, and
start-ups.
Every year, in order to strengthen its responsibilities, the Technology Development
Board (TDB) seeks prestigious National Awards for commercialization of
technologies in these three categories.
After a comprehensive review by well-known technicians and a strict two-level
evaluation procedure, the winners were selected from a total of 128 applications.
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Microbes from Earth Can survive on Mars
A study published in Frontiers in Microbiology suggests that certain
microorganisms found on Earth may temporarily survive on Mars.
Highlights:
This research is of great significance to the success of future MARS missions.
The endurance of these microorganisms was tested by researchers from NASA and
the German Aerospace Center.
They were tested by launching them into the stratosphere, which represents some
of the key conditions for the Red Planet.
By using scientific balloons to transport experimental equipment to the
stratosphere, new methods of exposing bacteria and fungi under Martian-like
conditions have been tested.
During the journey, some microorganisms, especially black mold spores, can
survive even when exposed to high ultraviolet rays.

New Lead Free Material Discovered
Scientists have discovered a new Lead-free (Pb) material. Identified by: Scientists
at the Jawaharlal Nehru Center for Advanced Scientific Research (JNCASR) in
Bangalore. It is called as Cadmium (Cd) doped Silver Antimony Telluride
(AgSbTe2).
Highlights:
It can effectively convert waste heat to power our small household appliances and
automobiles. The most efficient thermoelectric material developed so far uses Lead
(Pb) as the main component, limiting its use in the mass market. This work was
supported by the Swarna-Jayanti Fellowship.

NASA Releases the First Audio of Mars
The United States space agency, NASA, released the first audio of Mars on
February 22, 2021. This is a record of the faint cracks captured by the Perseverance
rover.
Highlights:
NASA also released the first video about the landing of a rover.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 22 - February 28, 2021)

The mission of the rover is to search for signs of past life on Mars (the RED
planet).
The rover sent a high-definition video clip of approximately 3 minutes and 25
seconds.
The video shows the deployment of a red and white parachute with a 70.5-foot
wide canopy.
The video further shows that during the process of entering the MARS'
atmosphere, the heat shield fell after protecting Perseverance.
It also shows that the rover landed on the surface of Mars in a cloud of dust in the
Crater of Jezero, north of the MARS equator.

Operational Guidelines For The Integration Of Non-Alcoholic Fatty Liver
Disease And NPCDCS
Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare, Dr Harsh Vardhan, issued guidelines
to Integrate the Non-Alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease (NAFLD) with National
Programme for Prevention & Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases
and Stroke (NPCDCS).
About Non-Alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease (NAFLD):
This is an abnormal condition in which fat accumulates in the liver in the absence
of secondary causes of fatty liver (including viral hepatitis, alcohol or drugs).
This is a serious health problem because it causes a series of liver abnormalities. It
may cause more serious liver abnormalities such as non-alcoholic steatohepatitis
(NASH), liver cirrhosis or liver cancer from a simple non-alcoholic fatty liver or
simple fatty liver disease.
In the past two decades, NASH's global burden has doubled.
In 1990, NASH caused 4 million cases of compensated cirrhosis worldwide. By
2017, this burden has further increased to 9.4 million.
In India, it is also becoming an important cause of liver disease.
According to "Epidemiological Research", the prevalence of NAFLD is about 9%
to 32% of the total population of India.
People who are overweight or obese have a higher prevalence of diabetes or prediabetes.
The study also emphasizes that people with NAFLD are more likely to develop
cardiovascular disease.
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First Country to Receive Vaccines Via COVAX Ghana
Ghana has become the first country in the world to receive the vaccine obtained
through the COVAX program.
Highlights:
The COVAX facility aims to accelerate the development and production of
coronavirus vaccines by pooling the resources of member states, and then ensuring
that vaccines are distributed fairly among them.
COVAX is led by the World Health Organization (WHO), Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) and Vaccine Alliance GAVI.
COVAX helps in the development of new vaccines by investing in new vaccines
and negotiating prices with pharmaceutical companies. COVAX's goal is to
distribute 2 billion doses by the end of 2021, which should be enough to help
countries vaccinate 20% of the population and end the acute phase of the pandemic.
The CEPI is a global partnership between public, private, charitable and civil
organizations to develop vaccines to stop future epidemics.
The GAVI Alliance (formerly the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization)
was established in 2000 as a global health partnership organized by the public and
private sectors, dedicated to creating equality for children living in the world's
poorest countries, access to new and underutilized Opportunities for vaccines. It is
a core partner of the World Health Organization, the United Nations Children's
Fund, the World Bank and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation,
GAVI's strategy supports its mission to save children's lives and protect people's
health by increasing immunization opportunities in poor countries.

Potential Treatment for Alzheimer Disease
JNCASR scientists have developed a new molecule that is expected to become a
potential drug candidate for the treatment of Alzheimer's disease. JNCASRJawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, autonomous institute
under the Dept. of Science and Technology, GOI. Located in Bangalore.
Highlights:
Scientists have developed a small molecule that disrupts the mechanism of
neuronal dysfunction in Alzheimer's disease (AD).
This molecule may be a potential drug candidate (70-80%) to stop or cure the main
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cause of dementia in the world.
Alzheimer's Disease:In Alzheimer's brain, abnormal levels of naturally occurring
proteins clump together to form plaques that gather between neurons and disrupt
cell function. This is caused by the production and deposition of amyloid peptide
(A) accumulated in the central nervous system.
The multifactorial nature of Alzheimer's disease due to the multifaceted toxicity of
amyloid prevents researchers from developing effective treatments.

Solar Rotation Kodaikanal Solar Observatory
The digitized data of the Kodaikanal Solar Observatory detected the rotation of the
sun over the past century.
Highlights:
Researchers led by a PhD. students from Aryabhatta Institute for Observational
Sciences (ARIES), the Autonomous Research Institute under the Department of
Science and Technology (DST), Govt. of India.
A collaborator from the Max Planck Institute for Solar System Research in
Goettingen, Germany.
Collaborator of the Boulder Southwest Research Institute, USA.
Researchers studied the sun's rotation by tracking the sun's spots in century-old
digital film and photos.
The old flims and photos were taken at Kodaikanal Solar Observatory (KoSO) at
the Indian Institute of Astrophysics (Bengaluru).
This estimate will help to study the magnetic field generated inside the sun, which
can cause sunspots and lead to extreme situations, such as the mini- ice age (no
sunspots) in the history of the earth.
It can also help predict the future solar cycle and its changes

AI Model Predicting Tsunamis Japan
Japan's Fujitsu Laboratory has developed an AI model that can predict the flooding
of tsunamis in coastal areas in real time.
Highlights:
The AI model designed and developed by Fujitsu Laboratories of Japan can predict
flood forecasts in specific areas, making it easier to evacuate people and provide
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insights about potential damage to surrounding infrastructure
The technology company uses Fugaku, the world's fastest supercomputer, to
develop models.
A group of researchers used supercomputers to generate training data for 20,000
possible tsunami scenarios based on high-resolution tsunami simulations. They
used these data sets to create AI models.
In the event of an earthquake, inputting the tsunami waveform data observed at sea
into the model can help predict flooding in coastal areas before the waves make
landfall.
The company said it will make it possible to obtain accurate and rapid flood
forecasts for specific areas and also provide important insights about the impact of
local waves on surrounding infrastructure such as buildings and roads.
It is said that the system can also make evacuation measures more effective.
The model can also be run on an ordinary PC within a few seconds, making it
easier to build a practical real-time system that previously required a
supercomputer.
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ENVIRONMENT
Atal Paryavaran Bhavan Inaugurated By Environment Minister
The Minister of the Environment, Forest and Climate Change unveiled the Atal
Paryavaran Bhavan in Lakshadweep on February 19, 2021.
Highlights:
Suheli Par: This is the coral atoll of Lakshadweep. The atoll has an oval shape and
is 17 kilometers long. It is surrounded by abundant marine fauna. It is located
southwest of Kavaratti, 76 kilometers south of Agatti. It is located 139 kilometers
west of Karpeni and 205 kilometers from the NNW of Minikuy Island. The Nine
Degrees Strait stretches between these islands. The area is 87.76 square kilometers.
Nine Degrees Channel: It is a passage in the Indian Ocean between Karpeni and
Sukhripal Islands and Mariku Atoll. The channel is about 200 kilometers wide and
2597 meters deep.
Kadmat Island: It is also called Cardamom Island. This is a coral island,
belonging to the Amindivi island subgroup. The total length is 9.3 kilometers. Coral
reefs with seagrass and turtles are the marine characteristics of the island.
Lakshadweep:This group of islands is located 200 to 440 kilometers southwest of
India. It is administered as a territory of the United Kingdom and an area of India.
Its total surface area is 32 sq.km. It includes 10 subdivisions. The capital of the
island is Kavalati. The area is under the jurisdiction of the Kerala High Court.

Red - Eared Turtle Found in Thrissur of Kerala
A red-eared slider was found in Thrissur, Kerala. The Kerala Forest Research
Institute (KFRI) has been collaborating with locals to eliminate this invasive
species as it may cause harm to the local turtle population. It is also working to
prevent pet stores from selling the species and instruct pet owners not to release it
into the wild.
Highlights:
The red-eared turtle, also known as the red-eared slider, originally belonged to the
Mississippi Valley in North America. These Red Eared Turtles are one of the most
dangerous invasive species.
Due to its small size and color, it is the latest favorite for pet lovers, especially
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children. But it grows quickly, and once it gets bigger, it stays in nearby water
bodies.
Red-eared sliders can easily become effective intruders. They reach sexual
maturity at a young age and have a high fertility (the ability to produce a large
number of offspring).
The omnivorous red-eared slider competes with native turtle species for food,
habitat and other resources.
The red-eared slider is a freshwater turtle native to the Mississippi River Basin in
North America. It is a subspecies of pond slider. The red-eared mouse is considered
one of the 100 worst invasive species in the world. IUCN-least concern.

Rare Bird Species Were Spotted in Mangalore University
Rare birds which includes Yellow-Billed Babbler, Green Sandpiper, and GreyNecked Bunting were discovered at Mangalore University.
Highlights:
The bird watching team which was managing the Campus Bird Count (CBC), 108
species of birds were spotted at Mangalore University.
The campus bird count is part of the large backyard bird count organized by the
Indian Bird Counting Organization.
The bird count is from February 12 to February 15, 2021. The Birds Yellow-Billed
Babbler, Green Sandpiper, and Grey-Necked Bunting are found to be new on
campus.
So far, the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation has recorded a total of 146 species
on the campus in six years.
Other birds recorded this year are Black Drongo, Black Kite, Plum-Headed
Parakeets, Brahminy Kite, Common Iora, Jungle Babbler, Purple-Rumped
Sunbird,Red-Whiskered Bulbul and White-Cheeked Barbet.
Mangalore University's campus bird population recorded 77 species in 2016. In
2017, 95 species were recorded, in 2018, 110 species were recorded, and in 2020,
in addition to 103 species, 107 species were discovered in 2019.
The Bird Count of India is an organization and is an informal partnership of
organizations and groups that work together to increase collective knowledge about
the distribution of birds and their populations. The organization worked with them
to record the range and number of birds in India.
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Yellow-Billed Babbler: It belongs to the Leiothrichidae family. The YellowBilled Babbler bird is endemic to southern India and Sri Lanka. Shrubs, farms and
gardens are all bird habitats. This bird is not a migratory bird.
Grey-Necked Bunting: Its scientific nameis Emberiza buchanani. It is also called
the gray hooded bunting. This species belongs to the Emberizidae family. It breeds
from the Caspian Sea to the Altai Mountains in Central Asia, and also breeds in
parts of South Asia in winter.

Blue Earthworms Mass Migrating in Meghalaya
The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) has compiled a report on the two-way spread
of the blue earthworms in Meghalaya.
Highlights:
The 1.6-foot-long blue earth migrates up or down to 300 meters on the East Cassie
Hills in the state.
April's uphill migration started from April to May. As the monsoon erupts, they
emerge from rivers and streams.
Downhill migration occurs from September to October, when vegetation begins to
dry out and temperature and humidity drop.
Locals in the state beat them while observing these earths because they play an
important role in enhancing soil fertility.
In addition, it helps to enable local people to switch to ecologically sustainable
organic agriculture.
In some areas of the state, unsustainable land use practices have greatly reduced
the number of the earthworms. The damage was mainly caused by quarrying and
heavy soil logging.
Various factors including development activities, unstable weather patterns,
predation and climate change have led to the large-scale migration.
The scientific name of blue earth is Perionyx. It is also called Compost Worm,
Blues or Indian Blues. This species is known for being able to make high-quality
worm castings so quickly. This species has recently become popular in North
America for composting. Scientists believe that its origin is in the Himalayas. It is
also suitable for vermi composting in tropical and subtropical regions.

Black-Footed Ferret Cloned Successfully
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Scientists have successfully cloned an endangered black-footed ferret using frozen
cells.
Highlights:
Scientists have successfully cloned an endangered black-footed ferret using frozen
cells from dead wild animals. This is the first time that the United States has cloned
any endangered native species. This species is the only native ferret in North
America. The species was considered extinct until seven species were discovered in
1981.

Vulture Toxic Drugs Banned in Bangladesh
Bangladesh has become the first country to ban the painkiller ketoprofen. This
painkiller is widely used to treat cattle. But this painkiller is poisonous to vultures.
Highlights:
As early as ten years ago, veterinarians had banned diclofenac. This is a landmark
move aimed at saving the remaining global threatened vultures.
Experts say that India, Pakistan, Nepal and Cambodia also need to take similar
steps to save the bald eagle population.
The SAVE report of the Condor from Extinction in Asia states that ketoprofen is
now widely used as a major anti-inflammatory drug by veterinarians in Bangladesh.
However, non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) such as diclofenac and
ketoprofen are the main threats to South Asian condors. These drugs caused a
catastrophic decline of 99.9% in the area.
The Indian government banned the use of diclofenac for veterinary purposes in
2006. However, due to the use of other toxic drugs, this step is not effective. In
December 2020, Oman became the first country on the Arabian Peninsula to ban
the use of diclofenac in the animal kingdom to protect endangered species such as
baldness.
About Indian Vulture:
The scientific name of Vulture is Gyps indicus. This type of Indian vulture is native
to India, Pakistan and Nepal. It breeds in the hilly areas of central India and the
peninsula. In the mid-1990s, the populations of 3 out of 9 species of vultures in
India decreased by 90%. These vultures were white-billed vultures, bald eagles
with long bills, and bald eagles with slender bills. Since 2002, the condor has been
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listed as "critically endangered" on the IUCN Red List.

Renewal of Hydropower Project - Affects Black Necked Crane
A group of monks in Thawang District opposed the new promotion of hydropower
projects by the Arunachal Pradesh government. The proposed project will not only
affect the nesting sites of the endangered black-necked cranes, but also threaten
some pilgrimage sites in the area.
Highlights:
The gender of Black Necked Crane is almost the same, but the male is slightly
larger than the female. The upper long neck, head, primary and secondary flying
feathers and tail are completely black, while the plumage is light grey/light.
The head is decorated with a striking red crown. The head and neck of juveniles
are brown, and their feathers are paler than those of adults.
The Monpas (the main Buddhist ethnic group in Arunachal Pradesh) regarded the
bird as the incarnation of the sixth Dalai Lama (Tsangyang Gyatso).
The Monpas people live in the West Kamengand Tawang areas and are essentially
Buddhists who follow the Mahayana sect.
Habitat and Breeding: The high-altitude wetlands of the Tibet Plateau,
Sichuan(China) and eastern Ladakh (India) are the main breeding grounds for this
species, and birds spend the winter at lower altitudes. In Bhutan and Arunachal
Pradesh, it only appears in winter. In Arunachal Pradesh, it can be seen in three
areas: Sante Valley in Sikamon. Zemithang in Tawang District. Chug is in Tawang
District.
The World-Wide Fund for Nature in India (WWF-India), in cooperation with
Jammu and the Kashmir Wildlife Conservation Department, has been committed to
protecting high-altitude wetlands. Black-necked cranes are a priority species in
Ladakh. In Arunachal Pradesh, WWF is working to protect the wintering
population.
IUCN Red List: Near threatened

Suo Motu Consigance For Olive Ridley Turtles
The Odisha High Court has conducted a collective investigation into the death of
approximately 800 Olive Ridley turtles due to the negligence of the Odisha Forest
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and Fisheries Department.
Highlights:
Of all the sea turtles found in the world, the Olive ridley sea turtle is the smallest
and most abundant.
These tortoises are carnivores, named after their olive-colored carapace.
Habitat: They are found in the warm waters of the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian
Oceans. The Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary in Odisha is known as the largest sea
turtle colony (breeding fauna) in the world.
IUCN Red list: Vulnerable.
Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary:
Gahirmatha is a large-scale nesting site in the Indian Ocean region and the only sea
turtle sanctuary in Orissa. It is the nesting beach of the world's largest Olive Ridley
Sea Turtles. Considering the ecological importance of Gahirmatha and as part of
the rescue of sea turtles, it was declared as a sea turtle refuge by the Odisha
government in 1997. Gahirmatha Marine Reserve is one of the three parts of
Bhitarkanika National Park. The other two include the Bhitarkanika National Park
area and the Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary.

New Alpine Plant Species Founded in Arunachal Pradesh
A group of scientists from three research institutes discovered a new alpine plant in
the Tawan area of Arunachal Pradesh. Detailed information is published in
Biodiversity: The Journal of Biodiversity.
Highlights:
The new species of plant belongs to the Himalayan sunflower family. It has been
named Cremanthodium indicum. This plant usually blooms from July to August. It
is unique to Penga-Teng Tso Lake in Tawang District.
According to the IUCN guidelines, this alpine plant species has been listed as a
critically endangered species.
Plants that grow in alpine climates. Many plant species and taxa grow as plant
communities on such alpine tundra, including perennial grasses, Forbs, sedges,
mosses, cushion plants, and lichens. These plants are adapted to harsh alpine
climatic conditions such as dryness, low temperature, wind, drought, ultraviolet
rays, poorly-nourished soil and short growing seasons.
Typical weather in the area above the forest line. Also called mountain climate or
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plateau climate.
The tree line is the edge of the habitat where trees can grow. Tree lines can be
found at high altitudes and high latitudes. Trees cannot tolerate environmental
conditions beyond this range, such as extreme snow, low temperature, or lack of
moisture.
Tawang District is the smallest district among the 16 administrative districts in
Arunachal Pradesh. Its population is 49,977, making the state the eighth least
populated region in India. This area is where the Mongpa people live.

Rainfall Decreased in Cherrapunji Study in Environmental Research Letters
A recent study published in "Environmental Research Letters" studied the rainfall
patterns of the past 119 years and found that the rainfall trend in Cherrapunji has
decreased and Mawsynram (both in Meghalaya) is now the wettest place. The team
is currently studying changes in rainfall patterns across India.
Highlights:
The team analyzed the daily rain gauge measurements from 1901 to 2019 and
pointed out that changes in the temperature of the Indian Ocean had a huge impact
on rainfall in the northeast.
They also analyzed satellite data and added that in the past two decades, the
vegetation area in northeastern India has decreased, which implies that human
influence also plays an important role in changing rainfall patterns.
The analysis shows that the vegetation is reduced and 104.5 square kilometers is
lost every year. On the other hand, during the period 2001-2018, arable land (182.1
square kilometers per year) and urban and construction land (0.3 square kilometers
per year) have increased significantly.
Nowadays, the traditional farming method called Jhum farming or crop rotation
has been reduced and replaced by other methods. In addition, previous studies have
pointed out that there is a lot of deforestation in the area.

Report by Central Team on Odisha Elephant Deaths
From January to February, six elephants died in the Karapat Wildlife Sanctuary in
Kalahandi. Since then, the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change
has established a central team. In its preliminary report, the research team
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emphasized that elephants died of hemorrhagic septicemia, which is caused by the
bacterium Pasteurella multoceda.
Highlights:
The report further emphasized that elephants may have been infected with bacteria
from cattle living in Tentulipada village.
Tentulipada Village is a small village with 12 families in Odisha.
The team has conducted an autopsy and RNA extraction test at the Orissa State
Veterinary College to reach a conclusion, however, the sample has been sent to the
Indian Veterinary Research Institute in Bareilly, UP for final confirmation.
These elephants should die between January 29 and February 14, 2021. Their
bodies were found near a body of water. There are a total of 7 elephants, including
5 adult elephants and 2 calves. All of them died and were females.
Preliminary tests confirmed that all of them have high levels of Pasteurella
multoceda.
Pasteurella multoceda is a Gram-negative, nonmotile, penicillin-sensitive
coccobacillus that belongs to the Pasteurella family. The strains of this species are
divided into five serogroups, namely A, B, D, E, and F. They are subdivided into
five serogroups based on capsule composition and 16 somatic serovars. This
bacterium causes many diseases in mammals and birds. Some of these diseases
include fowl cholera in poultry, bovine hemorrhagic septicaemia in cattle and
buffalo, and atrophic rhinitis in pigs. It can also cause zoonotic infections in the
human body due to bites or scratches from domestic pets. Birds and mammals such
as domestic cats and dogs hide it under their normal respiratory microbiota.
The Karapat Wildlife Sanctuary is located in the Kalahandi district, which is the
most popular tourist attraction in the Indian state of Orissa. It is 15 kilometers away
from Bhawani Patna (regional headquarters). Covers an area of 175 square
kilometers. It is located in the humid deciduous forest of the eastern plateau. There
are leopards, tigers, sambar, mouse deer, barking deer, etc. in the shelter.

State of Environment Report 2021 - CSE
The Center for Science and Environment (CSE) released the " State of Environment
Report, 2021 ".
Highlights:
Impact by Covid 19:
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The biggest concern: India will usher in a "pandemic generation", 375 million
children (from newborns to 14 years old) may suffer long-term effects.
Challenges can range from underweight, stunting and rising child mortality, to a
decline in education and work efficiency.
More than 500 million children are forced to drop out of school globally, and India
accounts for more than half of them.
The epidemic may plunge another 115 million people into extreme poverty, most
of whom live in South Asia.
In terms of sustainable development, India ranks 117th out of 192 countries, which
is currently second only to all South Asian countries except Pakistan.
State of environment:
Between 2009 and 2018, India's air, water and land pollution became more serious.
Among the country's 88 major industrial clusters, 35 showed deterioration in the
overall environment, 33 showed deterioration in air quality, 45 had serious water
pollution, and in 17 had land pollution worsened.
Tarapur in Maharashtra has become the most polluted area.
These data clearly show that for many years, even in areas that have been
identified as severe or severely polluted, there has been a lack of actions to control
and reduce pollution.
Performance of various states:
When ranking based on achieving the Sustainable Development Goals:
The best performing States are Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu and Telangana.
The worst performing states are Bihar, Jharkhand, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya
and Uttar Pradesh.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 22 - February 28, 2021)

PERSONS
Mannathu Padmanabhan Death Anniversary
The Prime Minister of India paid tribute to Sri Mannathu Padmanabhan Ji on his
Punya Tithi.
About Mannathu Padmanabhan:
Mannathu Padmanabhan (1878-1970) was Indian social reformer and freedom
fighter in Kerala. He participated in the anti-untouchability agitations and
advocated the opening of temples for people of all castes. He also participated in
Vaikom Satyagraha. He is also known for establishing Nair Service Society (NSS).
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
National Awards by the Dept. of Chemicals and Petrochemicals
The 10th National Award for "Technology Innovation in Petrochemical and
Downstream Plastic Processing Industry" will be awarded.
About the Awards:
Given By: The National Award for "Technology Innovation in Petrochemical and
Downstream Plastic Processing Industries" was initiated by the Department of
Chemicals and Petrochemicals.
Objective: To promote and recognize the innovative efforts of famous scientists,
researchers and industrialists in the field of Polymer Science and Technology.
The award scheme is expected to help improve the performance and quality of
existing products, thereby better accepting products and increasing product demand
in the highly competitive polymer and plastic markets.
These awards are divided into 12 categories.
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ARTS & CULTURE
Highlights of Khajuraho Dance Festival
The six-day Khajuraho Dance Festival begins on February 21, 2021. The dance
festival will be held in Khajuraho Temple.
Highlights:
Khajuraho Temple is a UNESCO World Heritage Site in Madhya Pradesh, and is
famous for its ancient Hindu temples and Jain temples. This festival will be held at
the temple site in 44 years.
The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) granted permission to organize a music
festival on site. This year, the cost of holding a music festival was also waived. It is
organized by the Ministry of Culture of the Madhya Pradesh Government.
About 46 years ago, in 1974, this place began to hold dance festivals with the
purpose of promoting the development of heritage and tourism.
According to reports, ASI cancelled the permit two years later in 1976 following
the destruction of the monuments and the defacement of the idols. Therefore, in the
past 44 years, music festivals have been held in open gardens.
Khajuraho Dance Festival is held by Madhya Pradesh Kala Parishad from
February 20th to February 26th every year. This is a week-long classical dance
festival. It was organized under the premise of Khajuraho Temple in Chhatarpur,
Madhya Pradesh.
The dance festival showcases the richness of Indian classical dance styles,
including Odissi, Kathak, Bharatanatyam, Manipuri, and Kupchipudi And
Kathakali. Recently, modern Indian dance has also joined the festival.
Khajuraho is a group of monuments composed of Hindu temples and Jain temples
which is located in the Chhatarpur district of Madhya Pradesh. It is located about
175 kilometers southeast of Jhansi. This temple (Khajuraho Temple) is included in
the UNESCO World Heritage List. Khajuraho Temple is famous for its
architectural symbol of Nagara style. Most temples were built by the Chandra
Dynasty between 885 and 1050 AD.

Inscription of Vijayanagar King Krishnadevaraya Period Was Found
In Honnenahalli in the Tumakuru region of Karnataka, the first demographic
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reference (inscription) of the date of the death of Vijayanagar King
Krishnadevaraya was discovered.
Highlights:
Normally, the death of the king is not recorded in the inscription, which is one of
those rare records.
According to the inscription, Krishnadevaraya was one of India's greatest
emperors, ruled from the south, and died on October 17, 1529 (Sunday).
By the way, this day is marked by a lunar eclipse.
The inscription is carved on a plate on the north side of Gopalakrishna Temple in
Honnenahalli, Tumakuru District.
The inscription founded also records the gifts in the village of Honnenahalli in
Tumakuru to worship the god Veeraprasanna Hanumantha in Tumakuru. The
inscription is written in Kannada.
Krishnadevaraya:
He was the ruler of the Vijayanagar Empire (1509-29 AD) of the Tuluva Dynasty.
His rule is characterized by expansion and consolidation. He is famous for building
some exquisite temples and adding impressive fish purses to many important South
Indian temples. He also followed his mother to establish a suburban town called
Nagalapuram near Vijayanagar. He wrote a work on national policy in Telugu
(Amuktamalyada).
Vijayanagar:
Vijayanagara or "Victory City" is both the name of the city and the empire. The
empire was established in the 14th century (1336 AD) by Harihara and Bukka of
the Sangama dynasty. They made Hampi the capital. In 1986, Hampi was declared
a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. It stretches from the Krishna River in the north
to the southernmost tip of the peninsula. The Vijayanagar Empire was ruled by four
important dynasties, namely: Sangama, Saluva, Tuluva, Aravidu.

Buddhist Monastery Founded in Jharkhand ASI
The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) discovered a Buddhist monastery
believed to be at least 900 years old in a village near Juljul Pahar in Sitagarhi Hills,
Jharkhand. It was buried in a Under the mound. Earlier, an ancient Buddhist shrine
buried under a similar mound was discovered near the site.
Highlights:
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Unearthed Articrafts:
Four statues of god Tara in Varad Mudra (showing the gesture of allocating ballon
hands).
Nagri text on the statue of Tara: Nagri is an early version of Devnagri text, and its
word represents Buddhist belief.
The six Buddha statues in the Bhumisparsha Mudra (the gesture of the hand shows
the five fingers of the right hand to the earth, symbolizing the Buddha's
understanding).
The sculpture appears to be a statue of Shaivite deity Maheswari - with a crown
and chakras coiled around-representing the cultural assimilation of the region.
Since the monastery is located on the old route to Varanasi, and Varanasi is only
10 kilometers away from Sarnath, where the Buddha gave his first sermon, this
discovery is of great significance.
The existence of the statue of Tara indicates that the Vajrayana form of Buddhism
in this area may spread.
Vajrayana: The Vajrayana language means "Thunderbolt Che" and is also known
as Tantric Buddhism. This Buddhist school developed in India around 900 AD.
Compared with other Buddhist schools, its foundation is esoteric elements and a
very complicated set of rituals.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Population Versus Planet Conference held
The "Population Vs Planet" conference was held. This is part of a year-long
campaign carried out by WION and Zee Media, which is called "Mission
Sustainability: Population and Population Vs Planet'.
Highlights:
The world's population has increased from 1 billion in 1800 to 7.8 billion today.
India's population increased from 36 million in 1951 to 12.102 million in 2011.
Both fertility and mortality rates have dropped significantly.
The birth rate dropped from 40.8/1000 in 1951 to 20.0 in 2018.
The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) fell from 6.0 in 1951 to 2.2 in 2015-16.
The death rate in India has dropped from 7 in 2012 to 6.2 in 2018.
Based on the population projections of India and the states from 2011 to 2036, the
TFR is expected to fall further.
It is estimated that the youth population in the 15-24 age group will drop from 233
million in 2011 to 227 million in 2036.

India Pharma 2021 & India Medical Devices 2021 - Meeting
The Union Minister held a four-day global investor meeting: Indian
Pharmaceuticals 2021 and Indian Medical Devices 2021.
Highlights:
The event is organized by FICCI in collaboration with the Department of
Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Government of India and
Investment Authority of India (India's national investment promotion & facilitation
agency under Ministry of Commerce and Industry).
During the event, an EY-FICCI report entitled "India's Pharmaceutical Industry
2021: The Future is Now" was also released.
Key Highlights of the EY-FICCI report
Opportunities to accelerate the development of the Indian pharmaceutical and
healthcare industry include innovation-led R&D, healthcare delivery (R&D),
manufacturing and supply chain, and market access.
The Indian pharmaceutical industry must reshape and carry out fundamental
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reforms to achieve the ambitious goal of achieving USD 130 billion by 2030.
In order to reach this goal from the current US$42 billion, the Indian
pharmaceutical industry will need to double its growth rate of 6% over the past ten
years to 12%.
Overall growth is driven by the industry's leadership in providing generic drug
supply to the global market.
Accelerate research and innovation:
To achieve this goal, the industry must consider establishing an overall regulatory
body and a central body to simplify research infrastructure and raise funds from all
government bodies.
It is also important to achieve fair and sustainable healthcare with the support of
digital healthcare infrastructure, and to conduct remote consultation and focus on
preventive healthcare.
The focus of the manufacturing and supply chain initiatives will be to develop the
functionality of active pharmaceutical ingredients (API) and realize the
manufacture of complex generics.
In addition to attracting talents, it is vital to encourage and establish
pharmaceutical machinery manufacturing plants in India to reduce fixed costs, save
foreign exchange and reduce the time to build new factories.
There is also a need to strengthen the logistics infrastructure to connect the
country's major pharmaceutical centers to facilitate the fast, cost-effective
transportation of goods including cold chain facilities.
Digital marketing of pharmaceuticals must also be considered.

India-USA Executive Steering Group (ESG) Meeting
In February 2021, 24th India-US Executive Steering Group (ESG) meeting was
held in New Delhi for two days.
Highlights:
The forum is an Army to Army engagement. It meets in India and the United
States in turn every year to discuss Army cooperation.
Discussed some contemporary issues of common interest, with the aim of
strengthening participation in various fields.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the meeting was held face-to-face and virtual for
the first time.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Chairman of the National Commission for Scheduled Castes Vijay Sampla
Vijay Sampla was appointed as the chairman of the National Committee of
Scheduled Castes (NCSC).
Highlights:
NCSC is a constitutional body dedicated to safeguarding the interests of the
predetermined caste (SC) in India.
Article 338 of the Indian Constitution concerns the committee: It stipulates the
predetermined caste and the predetermined tribal national committee, whose duties
are to investigate and monitor all matters related to the safeguards provided for it,
investigate specific complaints, and participate in and provide advice on the
planning process of its socio-economic development. The Constitution initially
provided for the appointment of a special official under Article 338.
Special officials are appointed as commissioners for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes.
65th Amendment in 1990: It replaced a membership system with a national
hierarchical social committee (SC) and a national hierarchical tribe (ST) composed
of members.
The Constitution (Article 65 Amendment) Act 1990 amended Article 338 of the
Constitution.
89th Amendment, 2003: With this amendment, the former SC and ST National
Committees were replaced by two independent committees in 2004: According to
Article 338-A, the National Committee of the Scheduled Castes (NCSC) and the
National Committee of the Scheduled Tribes (NCST).
Structure: It includes President, Vice Chairman. The other three members are
appointed by the president with a warrant and stamp.
Features of NCSC:
Monitor and investigate all issues related to the guarantees of the SC provided by
the constitution.
Investigate complaints about deprivation of SC rights and protections.
Participate in SC's socio-economic development plan and provide suggestions to it.
Regularly report the implementation of these safeguards to the president of the
country.
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It is recommended that measures be taken to further promote the socio-economic
development and other welfare activities of the Standards Committee.
Any other function of the welfare, protection, development and progress of the SC
community.
The committee is also required to perform the same functions as the Standards
Committee for the Anglo-Indian Community.
By 2018, the committee is also required to perform similar functions as other
obsolete categories (OBC). Amendment No. 102 of 2018 exempts this
responsibility.
Other Some Provisions for SCs:
Article 15(4) refers to special provisions that promote these provisions.
Article 16(4A) says: Reserve posts promoted to any level in the state service to
support SC/ST positions, and these positions are underrepresented in the state
service.
Article 17 repealed Untouchability.
Article 46 requires the state "to pay special attention to promoting the educational
and economic benefits of disadvantaged groups, especially the untouchable castes
and untouchable tribes, and to protect them from social injustice and all forms of
exploitation.
Article 330 and Article 332 of the Constitution stipulate that the seats of the castes
and tribes listed in the schedule are reserved in the People's Chamber and the
National Legislative Assembly, respectively.
According to Part IX concerning Panchayats and Part IXA of the Constitution
concerning municipalities, reservations to SC and ST in local institutions have been
envisaged and provided.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
Central Excise Day is On 24 February
Every February 24th, the Central Board of Excise Customs (CBEC) celebrates the
Central Excise Day all over the nation.
Highlights:
The purpose of this day is to recognize the contribution of the Central Committee
of Consumption Tax to the Indian economy.
In addition, the Central Consumption Tax Bureau is the central government's main
tax collection agency. This day, it also recognizes and recognizes the hard work of
CBBC officials and encourages them to perform their duties with the utmost
sincerity.
In addition, it was observed that corruption in the goods manufacturing business
was checked one day and other rules were implemented to provide the best
consumption tax service.
The Central Excise Day is celebrated mainly in India to promote equality among
officials of the CBEC Ministry. It also assists them to ensure better compliance
with tax regulations. It is also to commemorate the enactment of the 1944 Central
Consumption Tax Law on February 24.
According to the Central Consumption Tax Act of 1944, celebrations refer to the
collection of taxes on goods and those exceeding the limit. According to the Central
Consumption Tax Law of 1985, the taxable rate is set in Schedule I and II.

World Pangolin Day is on 20th February
World Pangolin Day is celebrated on the 3rd Saturday of February every year.
(February 20, 2021). One of the challenges in protecting this species is the lack of
appropriate data. Little is known about the protection status and activity patterns of
Indian pangolins in their entire range.
Highlights:
Pangolins are widely found in 3 coastal areas of Andhra Pradesh, part of the
Eastern Ghats.
Eastern Ghats Wildlife Society (EGWS), in cooperation with Save Pangolins and
the US Pangolin Crisis Fund, initiated an immediate protection status survey to
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obtain important data on the existence of pangolin species and specific human
threats.
EGWS is working with locals to understand their views on the rural communities
next to the pangolin habitat. They hope to convey awareness of the threatening
status and protective significance of Indian pangolins among all major stakeholders.
EGWS is a non-profit organization that promotes community-based wildlife
protection in the Eastern Ghats of South India through education, conservationfocused research, public participation, institutional capacity building and
sustainable development. Its vision is to protect the biodiversity of the Eastern
Ghats by bringing the public into harmony with nature.
Pangolins: It is a small toothless, sticky animal that thrives on ants and termites
and lives in hollow trees and caves. When threatened, the pangolin will roll into a
tight ball, exposing its scales to prevent attack by predators. But these scales have
become the reason why pangolins have reached endangered status. It is believed
that these scales have medicinal properties. Therefore, these pangolins are picked
from the forest and boiled to death to extract the scales. This species is legally
protected under Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972 and is
also classified as "endangered" by the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN). There are 8 species of pangolins, including Indian pangolins. All
these indicate that its population is declining.

World NGO Day is on 27th February
World Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) Day celebrated on February 27 to
raise people's awareness of the NGO sector and encourage people around the world
to participate and dedicate themselves to a better cause.
Highlights:
NGOs are called non-governmental organizations or non-profit organizations, and
they face several challenges in today's society. NGOs play an important role in
various sectors such as education, culture, science or development. The purpose of
today is to motivate and encourage people to participate in NGOs to improve
society.
In 2010, the member states of the Board of Directors of the Ninth Baltic NGO
Forum of the Baltic States of Lithuania formally recognized the World NGO Day.
The member states of the Forum are Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland,
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Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia, Norway and Sweden.
On February 27, 2014, the first World NGO Day was held in Helsinki, the capital
of Finland. And the event was hosted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland.
Hundreds of international leaders from non-governmental organizations, the United
Nations, UNESCO and the European Union gathered at the event in Helsinki.
NGO day makes an opportunity to raise the flag for NGOs. It just recognizes the
way NGOs change the world in our lives.
The International Secretariat of World Non-Governmental Organization Day
announced Mr. Zafar Iqbal as the honorary goodwill ambassador of Pakistan for
"World Non-Governmental Organization Day" He is the founder of "NGO World".
In Pakistan in 2014, he took this opportunity to celebrate this day for the first time.
Since then, every February 27th, various events have been organized with the
purpose of providing a platform for Pakistan's social/non-governmental
organization departments to exchange their experiences, copy their achievements
and establish contacts to achieve more Big benefits.
World Non-Governmental Organization Day plays an important role and is
appreciated globally. It provides an opportunity to commemorate and pay tribute to
the founders, employees, volunteers, members, and supporters of NGOs. There are
several ways to celebrate this day. People are engaged in community work initiated
by non-governmental organizations in the city.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
MPEDA-NCDC MoU will Promote Export-Oriented Marine Product
Marine Product Export Development Authority (MPEDA) and National
Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to promote Export-Oriented Marine Product.
Highlights:
Signed a memorandum of understanding to coordinate with the export-oriented
capture and cultural programs in the fisheries sector and other related sectors.
Signed by MPEDA Chairman KS Srinivas and NCDC Managing Director Sundeep
Kumar Nayak.
The Memorandum of Understanding seeks to bring better value to stakeholders
through multiple activities including export focus.
Under the Memorandum of Understanding, both MPEDA and NCDC will develop
programes to provide cooperatives with technical knowledge to expand the
infrastructure created for primary production purposes.
It will also provide support for the post-harvest management of the marine product
export sector.
Under the Memorandum of Understanding, MPEDA will share a list of all clusters
across the States with NCDC. Then, NCDC will enter the cluster to achieve exportoriented scale and aggregation.
In addition to organizing awareness-raising programs and conducting workshops
for stakeholders, they will also collaborate on capacity development for several
stakeholders.
Finally, MPEDA and NCDC will work together to achieve export targets and the
goal of doubling farmers' income.

India and Mauritius Sign a Limited Trade Pact Agreement
India and Mauritius signed the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and
Partnership Agreement (CECPA). This is the first trade agreement with any African
country. The agreement was signed in the presence of Mauritian Prime Minister
Pravind Jugnauth and Indian Minister of External Affairs S Jaishankar. CECPA
was approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of India on February 17, 2021 and will
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take effect in March 2021.
About Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and Partnership Agreement
(CECPA):
Under this limited agreement, India will be given priority access to the Mauritius
market, and vice versa.
On the other hand, India will get 310 products and Mauritius will get 615 products.
India will also gain access to 115 sub-sectors in 11 broad service sectors.
India will get food and beverages, agricultural products, textiles and clothing and
other commodities, while Mauritius will get frozen fish, biscuits, specialty sugars,
fresh fruits, juices
These sectors include financial services, software and telecommunications.
The agreement also allows the unrestricted flow of skilled professionals.

MCA-CBIC Memorandum of Understanding for Data Exchange
The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) and Central Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) signed a MoU on February 25, 2021.
Highlights:
The memorandum of understanding has been signed and data exchange is currently
taking place between the two organizations.
It was signed by Shri Manoj Pandey, Joint Secretary of MCA and ADG Shri B. B.
Gupta of CBIC.
The memorandum of understanding is in line with the vision of both organizations
to utilize data capabilities to ensure effective execution.
By signing a memorandum of understanding, MCA and CBIC will benefit from
access to each other's databases.
These databases include detailed information about import and export transactions
and consolidated financial statements of companies registered in India.
In the context of the development of MCA21 version 3, data sharing protocols
have become more important.
The MCA21 version will use the most advanced technology to improve the
convenience of doing business in India.
It will also improve regulatory enforcement.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) India-Australia Circular Economy Hackathon was launched in
_____________.
A.Oct 2020
B.Nov 2020
C.Dec 2020
D.Jan 2021

Answer A
Explanation The goal of I-ACE is to accelerate the development of young promising students
and startups/MSMEs committed to creating a sustainable future.Launched in October 2020, the
first round received more than 1,000 registrations from both countries.

2) When was final of India-Australia Circular Economy Hackathon held?
A.Feb 2021
B.Jan 2021
C.Dec 2020
D.Nov 2020

Answer A
Explanation The goal of I-ACE is to accelerate the development of young promising students
and startups/MSMEs committed to creating a sustainable future.Launched in October 2020, the
first round received more than 1,000 registrations from both countries.After the final held in
February 2021, the selected teams participated in five master class sessions, three dedicated
mentoring sessions and three presentation /jury evaluation sessions.

3) Which of the following are four themes involved in the I- ACE hackathon?
A.Innovation in packaging reducing packaging waste
B.Implementation of the One Nation One Ration Card System
C.Ease of doing business reform
D.Urban Local body/utility reforms
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Answer A
Explanation The four themes involved in the hackathon are:Innovation in packaging reducing
packaging wasteInnovation in food supply chains avoiding wasteCreating opportunities for
plastics waste reductionRecycling critical energy metals and e-waste

4) Which of the following are four themes involved in the I- ACE hackathon?
A.Implementation of the One Nation One Ration Card System
B.Innovation in food supply chains avoiding waste
C.Ease of doing business reform
D.Urban Local body/utility reforms

Answer B
Explanation The four themes involved in the hackathon are:Innovation in packaging reducing
packaging wasteInnovation in food supply chains avoiding wasteCreating opportunities for
plastics waste reductionRecycling critical energy metals and e-waste

5) Which of the following are four themes involved in the I- ACE hackathon?
A.Implementation of the One Nation One Ration Card System
B.Ease of doing business reform
C.Creating opportunities for plastics waste reduction
D.Urban Local body/utility reforms

Answer C
Explanation The four themes involved in the hackathon are:Innovation in packaging reducing
packaging wasteInnovation in food supply chains avoiding wasteCreating opportunities for
plastics waste reductionRecycling critical energy metals and e-waste

6) Which of the following are four themes involved in the I- ACE hackathon?
A.Implementation of the One Nation One Ration Card System
B.Ease of doing business reform
C.Urban Local body/utility reforms
D.Recycling critical energy metals and e-waste

Answer D
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Explanation The four themes involved in the hackathon are:Innovation in packaging reducing
packaging wasteInnovation in food supply chains avoiding wasteCreating opportunities for
plastics waste reductionRecycling critical energy metals and e-waste

7) The Paris agreement was negotiated by representatives of about
____________ states.
A.196
B.197
C.195
D.194

Answer B
Explanation The paris agreement was negotiated by representatives of about 196 states. The
paris agreement was signed at the 21st Conference of the Parties of the French "United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change."

8) The paris agreement was signed at the ____________ Conference of the
Parties of the French "United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change."
A.21st
B.22nd
C.20th
D.23rd

Answer A
Explanation The paris agreement was negotiated by representatives of about 196 states. The
paris agreement was signed at the 21st Conference of the Parties of the French "United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change."

9) The Paris agreement was later passed by consensus in _____________.
A.December 2015
B.December 2014
C.December 2013
D.December 2012
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Answer A
Explanation The paris agreement was negotiated by representatives of about 196 states. The
paris agreement was signed at the 21st Conference of the Parties of the French "United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change." The agreement was later passed by consensus in
December 2015. Currently, 190 members of the "Convention" are parties to the agreement.
Countries such as Turkey, Iran and Iraq have not joined.

10) The Paris agreement was signed in _____________.
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
D.2018

Answer B
Explanation The Paris Climate Agreement is an agreement under the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The agreement was signed in 2016 and involves
climate change mitigation, adaptation and financing.The paris agreement was negotiated by
representatives of about 196 states. The paris agreement was signed at the 21st Conference of the
Parties of the French "United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change."

11) The United States (US) officially rejoined the "Paris Climate Agreement"
on _____________.
A.February 19, 2021
B.February 19, 2020
C.February 19, 2019
D.February 19, 2018

Answer A
Explanation The United States (US) officially rejoined the "Paris Climate Agreement" on
February 19, 2021. After leaving office 107 days, the United States rejoined the agreement.

12) When was Atal Paryavaran Bhavan uneviled by Environment Minister?
A.February 19, 2021
B.February 18, 2021
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C.February 17, 2021
D.February 16, 2021

Answer A
Explanation The Minister of the Environment, Forest and Climate Change unveiled the Atal
Paryavaran Bhavan in Lakshadweep on February 19, 2021.

13) Suheli Par is a coral atoll of ____________.
A.Lakshadweep
B.Andaman
C.Nicobar
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Suheli Par: This is the coral atoll of Lakshadweep. The atoll has an oval shape and
is 17 kilometers long. It is surrounded by abundant marine fauna.

14) Suheli Par is a coral atoll of ____________ kilometers.
A.18
B.17
C.16
D.15

Answer A
Explanation Suheli Par: This is the coral atoll of Lakshadweep. The atoll has an oval shape and
is 17 kilometers long. It is surrounded by abundant marine fauna. It is located southwest of
Kavaratti, 76 kilometers south of Agatti.

15) Nine Degrees Channel is about ___________ kms wide.
A.150
B.2000
C.200
D.1000
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Answer C
Explanation Nine Degrees Channel: It is a passage in the Indian Ocean between Karpeni and
Sukhripal Islands and Mariku Atoll. The channel is about 200 kilometers wide and 2597 meters
deep.

16) IUCN Status of Red - Eared Turtle is ____________.
A.Least Concern
B.Extinct
C.Endangered
D.Vulnerable

Answer A
Explanation The red-eared slider is a freshwater turtle native to the Mississippi River Basin in
North America. It is a subspecies of pond slider. The red-eared mouse is considered one of the
100 worst invasive species in the world. IUCN-least concern.

17) The red-eared slider is a ____________ turtle.
A.freshwater
B.Saline water
C.Both A and B
D.Terrestrail

Answer A
Explanation The red-eared slider is a freshwater turtle native to the Mississippi River Basin in
North America. It is a subspecies of pond slider. The red-eared mouse is considered one of the
100 worst invasive species in the world. IUCN-least concern.

18) The red-eared turtle, also known as the red-eared slider, originally
belonged to ____________.
A.Mississippi Valley
B.San Luis Valley
C.alpine valley
D.None of the above
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Answer A
Explanation The red-eared turtle, also known as the red-eared slider, originally belonged to the
Mississippi Valley in North America. These Red Eared Turtles are one of the most dangerous
invasive species.

19) The red-eared turtle, also known as the red-eared slider, originally
belonged _____________.
A.North America
B.South America
C.North Africa
D.South Africa

Answer A
Explanation The red-eared turtle, also known as the red-eared slider, originally belonged to the
Mississippi Valley in North America. These Red Eared Turtles are one of the most dangerous
invasive species.

20) The six-day Khajuraho Dance Festival begins on _______________.
A.February 21, 2021
B.February 20, 2021
C.February 22, 2021
D.February 23, 2021

Answer A
Explanation The six-day Khajuraho Dance Festival begins on February 21, 2021. The dance
festival will be held in Khajuraho Temple.

21) Khajuraho Temple is a UNESCO World Heritage Site in ____________.
A.Madhya Pradesh
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Arunachal Pradesh
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer A
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Explanation Khajuraho Temple is a UNESCO World Heritage Site in Madhya Pradesh, and is
famous for its ancient Hindu temples and Jain temples. This festival will be held at the temple site
in 44 years.

22) Khajuraho Temple is famous for ______________.
A.Hindu Temples
B.Jain Temples
C.Both A and B
D.Copper Statue

Answer C
Explanation Khajuraho Temple is a UNESCO World Heritage Site in Madhya Pradesh, and is
famous for its ancient Hindu temples and Jain temples. This festival will be held at the temple site
in 44 years.

23) Khajuraho Dance Festival showcases ___________.
A.Odissi
B.Kathak
C.Bharatanatyam
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Khajuraho Dance Festival is held by Madhya Pradesh Kala Parishad from February
20th to February 26th every year. This is a week-long classical dance festival. It was organized
under the premise of Khajuraho Temple in Chhatarpur, Madhya Pradesh. The dance festival
showcases the richness of Indian classical dance styles, including Odissi, Kathak, Bharatanatyam,
Manipuri, and Kupchipudi And Kathakali. Recently, modern Indian dance has also joined the
festival.

24) Among which of the following operates BIS?
A.Ministry of Consumer Affairs
B.Ministry of Food & Public Distribution
C.Government of India
D.All the above
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Answer D
Explanation BIS is the only national institution that sets standards. It operates under the aegis of
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Government of India. The BIS is
responsible for coordinating commodity standardization, marking and quality certification
activities and matters related to or incidental to them.

25) When was One Nation One Standard Mission first reviewed?
A.September 2019
B.September 2020
C.October 2019
D.October 2020

Answer A
Explanation The One Nation One Standard Mission " was first reviewed in September 2019.In
order to ensure high-quality products in the country, the mission is envisaged as adopting a "One
Nation, One Ration Card" scheme.

26) Which of the following is true regarding Avian influenza (bird flu)? A.
This is a viral infection that can not only infect birds, but also humans and
other animals. B. This is a highly contagious viral disease that affects several
food-producing birds.
A.Both A and B are True
B.A is true B is False
C.A and B are False
D.A is False B is True

Answer A
Explanation This is a viral infection that can not only infect birds, but also humans and other
animals. Most forms of viruses are limited to birds.This is a highly contagious viral disease that
affects several food-producing birds (chicken, turkey, quail, guinea fowl, etc.) as well as pet birds
and wild birds.Sometimes, mammals including humans may be infected with avian influenza.

27) Which of the following statements are true?
A.According to the Paris-based World Organization for Animal Health, H5N8 avian influenza is
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a poultry disease.
B.H5N8 avian influenza is a poultry disease caused by the Type "A" influenza virus.
C.H5N8 avian influenza affect several types of poultry, such as chickens, turkeys, quails etc.,
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation According to the Paris-based World Organization for Animal Health, H5N8 avian
influenza is a poultry disease caused by the Type "A" influenza virus, which can affect several
types of poultry, such as chickens, turkeys, quails, guinea fowls, ducks, pet birds, wild migratory
birds and waterfowl.

28) Patanjali launched Coronil tablets in ____________.
A.June 2020
B.July 2020
C.August 2020
D.September 2020

Answer A
Explanation Patanjali launched Coronil tablets in June 2020. It was developed by the Haridwarbased Divya Prakashan Patanjali Research Institute.

29) The Patanjali team claimed that the drug can cure Covid-19 within
___________.
A.7 days
B.10 days
C.15 days
D.30 days

Answer A
Explanation Patanjali launched Coronil tablets in June 2020. It was developed by the Haridwarbased Divya Prakashan Patanjali Research Institute. The Patanjali team claimed that the drug can
cure Covid-19 within 7 days.

30) Intensified Mission Indradhanush is divided into ____________ rounds.
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A.two
B.three
C.four
D.five

Answer A
Explanation The Intensified Mission Indradhanush will be divided into two rounds.The first
phase will start on February 22, 2021, and the second phase will start on March 22, 2021.

31) When will be 1st phase Intensified Mission Indradhanush launched?
A.February 22, 2021
B.March 22, 2021
C.April 22, 2021
D.May 22, 2021

Answer A
Explanation The Intensified Mission Indradhanush will be divided into two rounds.The first
phase will start on February 22, 2021, and the second phase will start on March 22, 2021.It will
spread across 250 districts or urban areas in 29 States or Union Territories.

32) When will be 2nd phase Intensified Mission Indradhanush launched?
A.February 22, 2021
B.March 22, 2021
C.April 22, 2021
D.May 22, 2021

Answer B
Explanation The Intensified Mission Indradhanush will be divided into two rounds.The first
phase will start on February 22, 2021, and the second phase will start on March 22, 2021.It will
spread across 250 districts or urban areas in 29 States or Union Territories.

33) India and Ethiopia signed two agreements on ______________.
A.February 20, 2021
B.February 21, 2021
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C.February 22, 2021
D.February 23, 2021

Answer A
Explanation India and Ethiopia signed two agreements on February 20, 2021, which are related
to visa facilitation and leather technology.

34) When was Perseverance Rover launched by NASA?
A.July 30, 2020
B.July 31, 2020
C.June 30, 2020
D.June 29, 2020

Answer A
Explanation Perseverance, nicknamed Percy, is an SUV-sized Mars probe designed to explore
Jezero Crater on Mars as part of NASA's 2020 Mars mission. It was manufactured by the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory, launched on July 30, 2020 at UTC, and confirmed receipt of the
successful landing of the rover on February 18, 2021 at UTC.

35) Silver Antimony Telluride is composed of ______________.
A.Silver
B.Copper
C.Tellurium
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation About Silver Antimony Telluride:It is a nano-material compound synthesized from
Silver, Copper and Tellurium.A crystalline solid, which has free electrons that help electricity
conduction, but its crystal lattice (arrangement of atoms) is quite inflexible and vibrates very
slowly, thereby inhibiting the propagation of heat.

36) The worlds population has increased from 1 billion in 1800 to
_____________ in Present.
A.7.8 billion
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B.7.9 billion
C.7.6 billion
D.7.1 billion

Answer A
Explanation The worlds population has increased from 1 billion in 1800 to 7.8 billion
today.Indias population increased from 36 million in 1951 to 12.102 million in 2011.

37) Indias population increased from 36 million in 1951 to ____________ in
2011.
A.12.102 million
B.12.12 million
C.12.11 million
D.12 million

Answer A
Explanation The worlds population has increased from 1 billion in 1800 to 7.8 billion
today.Indias population increased from 36 million in 1951 to 12.102 million in 2011.Both fertility
and mortality rates have dropped significantly.

38) The birth rate dropped from 40.8/1000 in 1951 to _____________ in 2018.
A.20.0
B.15.0
C.10.0
D.5.0

Answer A
Explanation Highlights:The worlds population has increased from 1 billion in 1800 to 7.8 billion
today.Indias population increased from 36 million in 1951 to 12.102 million in 2011.Both fertility
and mortality rates have dropped significantly.The birth rate dropped from 40.8/1000 in 1951 to
20.0 in 2018.

39) The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) fell from 6.0 in 1951 to _______________ in
2015-16.
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A.2.2
B.3.2
C.1.0
D.2.5

Answer A
Explanation Both fertility and mortality rates have dropped significantly.The birth rate dropped
from 40.8/1000 in 1951 to 20.0 in 2018.The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) fell from 6.0 in 1951 to
2.2 in 2015-16.

40) The death rate in India has dropped from 7 in 2012 to ______________ in
2018.
A.6.2
B.5.2
C.1.2
D.2.0

Answer A
Explanation Both fertility and mortality rates have dropped significantly.The birth rate dropped
from 40.8/1000 in 1951 to 20.0 in 2018.The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) fell from 6.0 in 1951 to
2.2 in 2015-16.The death rate in India has dropped from 7 in 2012 to 6.2 in 2018.

41) When is Central Excise Day observed?
A.February 24
B.February 25
C.February 26
D.February 27

Answer A
Explanation Every February 24th, the Central Board of Excise Customs (CBEC) celebrates the
Central Excise Day all over the nation.

42) Which of the following is true regarding Central Excise Day?
A.Every February 24th, the Central Board of Excise Customs (CBEC) celebrates the Central
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Excise Day all over the nation.
B.Every February 24th, the Central Board of Excise Customs (CBEC) celebrates the Central
Excise Day all over the World.
C.The Central Excise Day is celebrated mainly in India to promote equality among officials.
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Every February 24th, the Central Board of Excise Customs (CBEC) celebrates the
Central Excise Day all over the nation. The Central Excise Day is celebrated mainly in India to
promote equality among officials of the CBEC Ministry.

43) Which is the state flower of Karnataka?
A.Lotus
B.Rose
C.Sunflower
D.Lilly

Answer A
Explanation The lotus is the state flower of Karnataka. Karnataka is a leading country in flower
cultivation. It accounts for 75% of India's total flower production.

44) ____________ is a leading state in country in flower cultivation.
A.Karnataka
B.Kerala
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation The lotus is the state flower of Karnataka. Karnataka is a leading country in flower
cultivation. It accounts for 75% of India's total flower production.

45) ____________ is a leading state in country in flower cultivation.
A.Karnataka
B.Kerala
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C.Tamil Nadu
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation The lotus is the state flower of Karnataka. Karnataka is a leading country in flower
cultivation. It accounts for 75% of India's total flower production.

46) Which is the state bird of Karnataka?
A.Indian Roller
B.Asian Koel
C.Great Indian hornbill
D.Indian paradise flycatcher

Answer A
Explanation The Indian roller is a national bird, and the Indian elephant is a national animal.
Sandalwood is the state tree of Karnataka.

47) Which is the state animal of Karnataka?
A.Indian Elephant
B.Musk Deer
C.Swamp Deer
D.Phayre's Langur

Answer A
Explanation The Indian roller is a national bird, and the Indian elephant is a national animal.
Sandalwood is the state tree of Karnataka. The lotus is the state flower of Karnataka.

48) Which is state tree of Karnataka?
A.Sandalwood
B.Neem
C.Sacred fig
D.Hollong

Answer A
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Explanation The Indian roller is a national bird, and the Indian elephant is a national animal.
Sandalwood is the state tree of Karnataka.The lotus is the state flower of Karnataka.

49) When Mumbai will launch its Undersea Tunnel?
A.2022
B.2023
C.2024
D.2025

Answer B
Explanation Mumbai will launch Indias first undersea tunnel in 2023, which is under
construction as part of the Mumbai Coastal Highway Project.

50) When Indian government banned the use of diclofenac for veterinary
purposes?
A.2006
B.2007
C.2008
D.2009

Answer A
Explanation The Indian government banned the use of diclofenac for veterinary purposes in
2006. However, due to the use of other toxic drugs, this step is not effective. In December 2020,
Oman became the first country on the Arabian Peninsula to ban the use of diclofenac in the
animal kingdom to protect endangered species such as baldness.

51) IUCN Status of Indian Vulture is _____________.
A.Vulnerable
B.Endangered
C.Critically Endangered
D.Extinct

Answer C
Explanation The scientific name of Vulture is Gyps indicus. This type of Indian vulture is native
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to India, Pakistan and Nepal. It breeds in the hilly areas of central India and the peninsula. In the
mid-1990s, the populations of 3 out of 9 species of vultures in India decreased by 90%. These
vultures were white-billed vultures, bald eagles with long bills, and bald eagles with slender bills.
Since 2002, the condor has been listed as "critically endangered" on the IUCN Red List.

52) The Sports Authority of India is the highest national sports organization
established in ____________.
A.1982
B.1985
C.1986
D.1981

Answer A
Explanation The Sports Authority of India is the highest national sports organization established
in 1982. It was established by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports to develop sports in India.

53) Which of the following are managed by Sports Authority of India?
A.Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium
B.Dhyan Chand National Stadium
C.Indira Gandhi Arena
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The Sports Authority of India is the highest national sports organization established
in 1982. It was established by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports to develop sports in India.
It also manages the Netaji Subhash High Altitude Training Center in Shilaroo, Himachal Pradesh
State. Other Stadiums like Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, Dhyan Chand National Stadium, Indira
Gandhi Arena, Dr. Karni Singh Shooting Range, etc. are also managed by the Indian Sports
Authority.

54) Which country became the 1st country on the Arabian Peninsula to ban
the use of diclofenac?
A.Oman
B.Yeman
C.Bangladesh
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D.None

Answer A
Explanation The Indian government banned the use of diclofenac for veterinary purposes in
2006. However, due to the use of other toxic drugs, this step is not effective. In December 2020,
Oman became the first country on the Arabian Peninsula to ban the use of diclofenac in the
animal kingdom to protect endangered species such as baldness.

55) Where is India's 1st Underwater tunnel to be launched?
A.Mumbai
B.Chennai
C.Kolkata
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Mumbai will launch Indias first undersea tunnel in 2023, which is under
construction as part of the Mumbai Coastal Highway Project.

56) In which State/UT President's Rule approved recently?
A.Puducherry
B.Chandigarh
C.Chhattisgarh
D.Madhya Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal for presidential rule in Puducherry.
The proposal was approved a few days after the Union government led by Congress lost power
after a vote of confidence.

57) Which article in the Indian Constitution defines President's Rule?
A.Article 356
B.Article 357
C.Article 350
D.Article 351
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Answer A
Explanation The Presidents regulations are based on Article 356 of the Constitution. When the
state government is unable to perform its functions in accordance with the provisions of the
constitution, the regulations are implemented. Thereafter, the executive power is exercised by the
governor appointed by the central government.

58) Which of the following States/UTs have experienced President's Rule?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Puducherry
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The governor can also appoint other administrators to assist them. Under the
Presidents rule, the Council of Ministers was disbanded and the post of Chief Minister was
removed. Moreover, Vidhan Sabha was either dissolved or prorogued, and only reorganized after
the election. So far, Chhattisgarh and Telangana are the only states that have not yet implemented
a presidential rule.

59) Which of the following States/UTs haven't yet experienced President's
Rule?
A.Telangana
B.Chhattisgarh
C.Both A and B
D.Puducherry

Answer C
Explanation The governor can also appoint other administrators to assist them. Under the
Presidents rule, the Council of Ministers was disbanded and the post of Chief Minister was
removed. Moreover, Vidhan Sabha was either dissolved or prorogued, and only reorganized after
the election. So far, Chhattisgarh and Telangana are the only states that have not yet implemented
a presidential rule.

60) What is the IUCN Status of Black Necked Crane?
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A.Near threatened
B.Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation The gender of Black Necked Crane is almost the same, but the male is slightly
larger than the female. The upper long neck, head, primary and secondary flying feathers and tail
are completely black, while the plumage is light grey/light. IUCN Red List: Near threatened

61) Black-necked cranes are a priority species in ____________.
A.Ladakh
B.Arunachal Pradesh
C.Jammu and Kashmir
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The World-Wide Fund for Nature in India (WWF-India), in cooperation with
Jammu and the Kashmir Wildlife Conservation Department, has been committed to protecting
high-altitude wetlands. Black-necked cranes are a priority species in Ladakh. In Arunachal
Pradesh, WWF is working to protect the wintering population.

62) The head of black necked crane is decorated with a striking ___________
crown.
A.red
B.blue
C.orange
D.green

Answer A
Explanation The gender of Black Necked Crane is almost the same, but the male is slightly
larger than the female. The upper long neck, head, primary and secondary flying feathers and tail
are completely black, while the plumage is light grey/light. The head is decorated with a striking
red crown. The head and neck of juveniles are brown, and their feathers are paler than those of
adults.
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63) Monpas were main Buddhist ethnic group in ____________.
A.Arunachal Pradesh
B.Nagaland
C.Mizoram
D.Bangladesh

Answer A
Explanation The Monpas (the main Buddhist ethnic group in Arunachal Pradesh) regarded the
bird as the incarnation of the sixth Dalai Lama (Tsangyang Gyatso). The Monpas people live in
the West Kamengand Tawang areas and are essentially Buddhists who follow the Mahayana sect.

64) Tsangyang Gyatso is ____________ Dalai lama.
A.6th
B.5th
C.4th
D.3rd

Answer A
Explanation The Monpas (the main Buddhist ethnic group in Arunachal Pradesh) regarded the
bird as the incarnation of the sixth Dalai Lama (Tsangyang Gyatso). The Monpas people live in
the West Kamengand Tawang areas and are essentially Buddhists who follow the Mahayana sect.

65) Which are the main breeding spots of Black necked Crane?
A.Tibet Plateau
B.Sichuan(China)
C.Eastern Ladakh (India)
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Habitat and Breeding:The high-altitude wetlands of the Tibet Plateau,
Sichuan(China) and eastern Ladakh (India) are the main breeding grounds for this species, and
birds spend the winter at lower altitudes. In Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh, it only appears in
winter. In Arunachal Pradesh, it can be seen in three areas: Sante Valley in Sikamon. Zemithang
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in Tawang District. Chug is in Tawang District.

66) IUCN Status of Olive Ridley Turtle ______________.
A.Vulnerable
B.Extinct
C.Endangered
D.Critically Endangered

Answer A
Explanation The Odisha High Court has conducted a collective investigation into the death of
approximately 800 Olive Ridley turtles due to the negligence of the Odisha Forest and Fisheries
Department. IUCN Red list: Vulnerable.

67) Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary declared as a sea turtle refuge by the
Odisha government in ___________.
A.1997
B.1998
C.1996
D.1995

Answer A
Explanation Gahirmatha is a large-scale nesting site in the Indian Ocean region and the only sea
turtle sanctuary in Orissa. It is the nesting beach of the world's largest Olive Ridley Sea Turtles.
Considering the ecological importance of Gahirmatha and as part of the rescue of sea turtles, it
was declared as a sea turtle refuge by the Odisha government in 1997.

68) Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary is located in ____________.
A.Orissa
B.West Bengal
C.Gujarat
D.Goa

Answer A
Explanation Gahirmatha is a large-scale nesting site in the Indian Ocean region and the only sea
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turtle sanctuary in Orissa. It is the nesting beach of the world's largest Olive Ridley Sea Turtles.

69) Indian President Ram Nath Kovind opened the world's largest stadium on
____________.
A.February 24, 2021
B.February 25, 2021
C.February 23, 2021
D.February 22, 2021

Answer A
Explanation Indian President Ram Nath Kovind opened the world's largest stadium on February
24, 2021 in Motera, Gujarat.

70) When was old Motera Stadium demolished?
A.2016
B.2015
C.2014
D.2013

Answer A
Explanation The old Motera Stadium was demolished in 2016 and could hold 54,000 spectators
at the time. Therefore, the cornerstone of the new cricket stadium was laid in January 2018. The
cornerstone was laid by the Gujarat Cricket Association. Its construction has been completed
within two years.

71) The cornerstone of the World's largest stadium was laid in ____________.
A.January 2018
B.January 2017
C.May 2018
D.May 2017

Answer A
Explanation The old Motera Stadium was demolished in 2016 and could hold 54,000 spectators
at the time. Therefore, the cornerstone of the new cricket stadium was laid in January 2018. The
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cornerstone was laid by the Gujarat Cricket Association. Its construction has been completed
within two years.

72) World's Largest Stadium in Gujarat covers an area of ____________.
A.63 acres
B.64 acres
C.65 acres
D.66 acres

Answer A
Explanation The stadium covers an area of 63 acres. It has a capacity of 1.1 million people,
which exceeds the capacity of 90,000 people in Melbourne Stadium. Its construction cost is
estimated at Rs. 8 billion It was built by Larsen & Toubro.

73) IUCN Status of Alpine Plant Species ____________.
A.Critically Endangered
B.Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation The new species of plant belongs to the Himalayan sunflower family. It has been
named Cremanthodium indicum. This plant usually blooms from July to August. It is unique to
Penga-Teng Tso Lake in Tawang District.According to the IUCN guidelines, this alpine plant
species has been listed as a critically endangered species.

74) When was BRICS established?
A.2009
B.2010
C.2011
D.2012

Answer A
Explanation The BRIC countries were established in 2009 to represent the collective voices of
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the Global Southern countries such as Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa.For more
than ten years, after the establishment of the BRIC countries, it became the first compact nonwestern, intercontinental multilateral club in history.

75) In which of the following years India hosted BRICS?
A.2012
B.2016
C.2015
D.Both A and B

Answer D
Explanation The BRIC countries were established in 2009 to represent the collective voices of
the Global Southern countries such as Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa.For more
than ten years, after the establishment of the BRIC countries, it became the first compact nonwestern, intercontinental multilateral club in history.

76) When is World Pangolin day celebrated?
A.3rd Saturday of February
B.3rd Sunday of February
C.2nd Saturday of February
D.2nd Sunday of February

Answer A
Explanation World Pangolin Day is celebrated on the 3rd Saturday of February every year.
(February 20, 2021). One of the challenges in protecting this species is the lack of appropriate
data. Little is known about the protection status and activity patterns of Indian pangolins in their
entire range.

77) When is World Pangolin day celebrated in 2021?
A.20th February
B.24th February
C.28th February
D.None of the above

Answer A
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Explanation World Pangolin Day is celebrated on the 3rd Saturday of February every year.
(February 20, 2021). One of the challenges in protecting this species is the lack of appropriate
data. Little is known about the protection status and activity patterns of Indian pangolins in their
entire range.

78) IUCN Status of Pangolin is ______________.
A.Endangered
B.Vulnerable
C.Extinct
D.Near Threatened

Answer A
Explanation Pangolin is legally protected under Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection)
Act of 1972 and is also classified as "endangered" by the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN). There are 8 species of pangolins, including Indian pangolins. All these indicate
that its population is declining.

79) How many Pangolin species are there?
A.8
B.9
C.10
D.11

Answer A
Explanation There are 8 species of pangolins, including Indian pangolins. All these indicate that
its population is declining.

80) Former U.S. President Donald Trump took the U.S. out of the UNHRC in
____________.
A.2018
B.2017
C.2016
D.2015
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Answer A
Explanation The United States (US) announced that it will seek re-election to the UN Human
Rights Council. This is the latest in a series of measures taken by the Biden administration to
reverse the pattern of withdrawal from multilateralism unique to the Trump administration.
Former U.S. President Donald Trump took the U.S. out of the Council in 2018, saying that he
was biased against Israel and its members were human rights violators.

81) When was UNHRC established?
A.2006
B.2007
C.2008
D.2009

Answer A
Explanation The UNHRC was established by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in
2006. It replaced the former UN Human Rights Commission. The UNHCR is headquartered in
Geneva, Switzerland.

82) Where is headquarters of UNHRC?
A.Geneva
B.Paris
C.New York
D.London

Answer A
Explanation The UNHRC was established by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in
2006. It replaced the former UN Human Rights Commission. The UNHCR is headquartered in
Geneva, Switzerland.

83) The UNHRC consists of about ____________ member states.
A.47
B.193
C.123
D.57
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Answer A
Explanation The UNHRC consists of about 47 member states, elected by a majority of the
member states of the United Nations General Assembly through direct and secret ballots. The
membership of the UNHRC is based on equitable geographical distribution.

84) What is the term of members of UNHRC?
A.2 years
B.3 years
C.4 years
D.5 years

Answer A
Explanation The UNHRC consists of about 47 member states, elected by a majority of the
member states of the United Nations General Assembly through direct and secret ballots. The
membership of the UNHRC is based on equitable geographical distribution. The members of the
Council have a three-year term, and two consecutive terms are not eligible for immediate reelection.

85) Which of the following are functions of UNHRC?
A.The Council denies periodic reviews of all 193 UN member states, and adopts non-binding
resolutions on human rights issues, called the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), while
monitoring Expert investigation of infringement. In specific countries/regions (special
procedures).
B.The Council adopts periodic reviews of all 193 UN member states, and adopts non-binding
resolutions on human rights issues, called the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), while
monitoring Expert investigation of infringement. In specific countries/regions (special
procedures).
C.The Council adopts periodic reviews of all 47 member states, and adopts non-binding
resolutions on human rights issues, called the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), while
monitoring Expert investigation of infringement. In specific countries/regions (special
procedures).
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation The UNHRC was established by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in
2006. It replaced the former UN Human Rights Commission. The UNHCR is headquartered in
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Geneva, Switzerland. It has two main functions: the Council adopts periodic reviews of all 193
UN member states, and adopts non-binding resolutions on human rights issues, called the
Universal Periodic Review (UPR), while monitoring Expert investigation of infringement. In
specific countries/regions (special procedures).

86) COVAXs goal is to distribute 2 billion doses by the end of ____________.
A.2021
B.2022
C.2023
D.No Goal

Answer A
Explanation COVAX helps in the development of new vaccines by investing in new vaccines
and negotiating prices with pharmaceutical companies. COVAXs goal is to distribute 2 billion
doses by the end of 2021, which should be enough to help countries vaccinate 20% of the
population and end the acute phase of the pandemic.

87) When was GAVI established?
A.2003
B.2002
C.2001
D.2000

Answer D
Explanation The GAVI Alliance (formerly the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization)
was established in 2000 as a global health partnership organized by the public and private sectors,
dedicated to creating equality for children living in the worlds poorest countries, access to new
and underutilized Opportunities for vaccines.

88) COVAX is led by _____________.
A.GAVI
B.WHO
C.CEPI
D.All the above
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Answer D
Explanation COVAX is led by the World Health Organization (WHO), Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) and Vaccine Alliance GAVI.

89) Vijay Sampla was appointed as the chairman of the _____________.
A.National Committee of Scheduled Castes
B.National Committee of Backward Classes
C.National Committee of Scheduled Tribes
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Vijay Sampla was appointed as the chairman of the National Committee of
Scheduled Castes (NCSC).

90) National Committee of Scheduled Castes is a constitutional body under
Article ____________.
A.337
B.338
C.339
D.33

Answer B
Explanation NCSC is a constitutional body dedicated to safeguarding the interests of the
predetermined caste (SC) in India.Article 338 of the Indian Constitution concerns the committee:
It stipulates the predetermined caste and the predetermined tribal national committee, whose
duties are to investigate and monitor all matters related to the safeguards provided for it.

91) Which of the following are Features of National Committee of Scheduled
Castes?
A.Monitor and investigate all issues related to the guarantees of the SC provided by the
constitution.
B.Investigate complaints about deprivation of SC rights and protections.
C.Regularly report the implementation of these safeguards to the president of the country.
D.All the above
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Answer D
Explanation Features of NCSC:Monitor and investigate all issues related to the guarantees of the
SC provided by the constitution.Investigate complaints about deprivation of SC rights and
protections.Participate in SC's socio-economic development plan and provide suggestions to
it.Regularly report the implementation of these safeguards to the president of the country.It is
recommended that measures be taken to further promote the socio-economic development and
other welfare activities of the Standards Committee.

92) ___________ refers to special provisions that promote these provisions.
A.Article 15(4)
B.Article 15(3)
C.Article 15(2)
D.Article 15(1)

Answer A
Explanation Article 15(4) refers to special provisions that promote these provisions.Article
16(4A) says: Reserve posts promoted to any level in the state service to support SC/ST positions,
and these positions are underrepresented in the state service.Article 17 repealed Untouchability.

93) Which article abolished Untouchability?
A.Article 15
B.Article 16
C.Article 17
D.Article 18

Answer C
Explanation Article 15(4) refers to special provisions that promote these provisions.Article
16(4A) says: Reserve posts promoted to any level in the state service to support SC/ST positions,
and these positions are underrepresented in the state service.Article 17 repealed Untouchability.

94) Where is Karapat Wildlife Sanctuary located?
A.Orissa
B.West Bengal
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C.Gujarat
D.Madhya Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation The Karapat Wildlife Sanctuary is located in the Kalahandi district, which is the
most popular tourist attraction in the Indian state of Orissa. It is 15 kilometers away from
Bhawani Patna (regional headquarters).

95) Karapat Wildlife Sanctuary covers an area of ___________ square
kilometers.
A.175
B.176
C.177
D.178

Answer A
Explanation The Karapat Wildlife Sanctuary is located in the Kalahandi district, which is the
most popular tourist attraction in the Indian state of Orissa. It is 15 kilometers away from
Bhawani Patna (regional headquarters). Covers an area of 175 square kilometers.

96) When was Sitanadi-Udanti Tiger Reserve established?
A.2008-09
B.2007-08
C.2009-10
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The Sitanadi-Udanti Tiger Reserve was established in 2008-09 and is a combination
of two separate reserves (Udanti and Sitanadi Wildlife Reserve). It is located in Gariaband district
of Chhattisgarh State.

97) Where is Sitanadi-Udanti Tiger Reserve located?
A.Chandigarh
B.Chhattisgarh
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C.West Bengal
D.Madhya Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation The Sitanadi-Udanti Tiger Reserve was established in 2008-09 and is a combination
of two separate reserves (Udanti and Sitanadi Wildlife Reserve). It is located in Gariaband district
of Chhattisgarh State.

98) Which of the following is true regarding Sitanadi-Udanti Tiger Reserve?
A.The Sitanadi-Udanti Tiger Reserve was established in 2008-09.
B.The Sitanadi-Udanti Tiger Reserve is a combination of two separate reserves (Udanti and
Sitanadi Wildlife Reserve).
C.Asian wild buffalo is the main endangered species found in the core area.
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The Sitanadi-Udanti Tiger Reserve was established in 2008-09 and is a combination
of two separate reserves (Udanti and Sitanadi Wildlife Reserve). It is located in Gariaband district
of Chhattisgarh State. It contains various types of forest crops mixed with the Sal forest. The
Asian wild buffalo is the main endangered species found in the core area.

99) Which of the following tiger reserves are located in Chhattisgarh?
A.Sitanadi-Udanti Tiger Reserve
B.Achanakmar Tiger Reserve
C.Indravati Tiger Reserve
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The Sitanadi-Udanti Tiger Reserve was established in 2008-09 and is a combination
of two separate reserves (Udanti and Sitanadi Wildlife Reserve). It is located in Gariaband district
of Chhattisgarh State. Other tiger reserves in Chhattisgarh are Achanakmar Tiger Reserve and
Indravati Tiger Reserve.

100) The Udanti River flows from ____________ and covers most of the
Udanti Wildlife Reserve.
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A.west to east
B.east to west
C.east to south
D.east to north

Answer A
Explanation In addition to tigers, other rare species that are endangered include Indian wolves,
leopards, sloth bears and mouse deer. The Sitanadi River originates in the middle of the Sitanadi
Wildlife Sanctuary. The Udanti River flows from west to east and covers most of the Udanti
Wildlife Reserve. Other tiger reserves in Chhattisgarh are Achanakmar Tiger Reserve and
Indravati Tiger Reserve.

101) Which of the following species are found in Sitanadi-Udanti Tiger
Reserve?
A.Indian wolves
B.leopards
C.sloth bears
D.all the above

Answer D
Explanation Asian wild buffalo is the main endangered species found in the core area. In
addition to tigers, other rare species that are endangered include Indian wolves, leopards, sloth
bears and mouse deer. The Sitanadi River originates in the middle of the Sitanadi Wildlife
Sanctuary. The Udanti River flows from west to east and covers most of the Udanti Wildlife
Reserve. Other tiger reserves in Chhattisgarh are Achanakmar Tiger Reserve and Indravati Tiger
Reserve.

102) When is world NGO Day?
A.24th February
B.25th February
C.26th February
D.27th February

Answer D
Explanation World Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) Day celebrated on February 27 to
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raise peoples awareness of the NGO sector and encourage people around the world to participate
and dedicate themselves to a better cause.

103) When was World NGO day formally recognized?
A.2010
B.2011
C.2012
D.2013

Answer A
Explanation In 2010, the member states of the Board of Directors of the Ninth Baltic NGO
Forum of the Baltic States of Lithuania formally recognized the World NGO Day. The member
states of the Forum are Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland,
Russia, Norway and Sweden.

104) In which year World NGO Day observed first?
A.2012
B.2014
C.2016
D.2018

Answer B
Explanation On February 27, 2014, the first World NGO Day was held in Helsinki, the capital of
Finland. And the event was hosted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland. Hundreds of
international leaders from non-governmental organizations, the United Nations, UNESCO and
the European Union gathered at the event in Helsinki.

105) Which of the following are member states of Ninth Baltic NGO Forum?
A.Denmark
B.Estonia
C.Finland
D.All the above

Answer D
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Explanation In 2010, the member states of the Board of Directors of the Ninth Baltic NGO
Forum of the Baltic States of Lithuania formally recognized the World NGO Day. The member
states of the Forum are Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland,
Russia, Norway and Sweden.

106) Which of the following are member states of Ninth Baltic NGO Forum?
A.Germany
B.Iceland
C.Latvia
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation In 2010, the member states of the Board of Directors of the Ninth Baltic NGO
Forum of the Baltic States of Lithuania formally recognized the World NGO Day. The member
states of the Forum are Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland,
Russia, Norway and Sweden.

107) Which of the following are member states of Ninth Baltic NGO Forum?
A.Lithuania
B.Poland
C.Russia
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation In 2010, the member states of the Board of Directors of the Ninth Baltic NGO
Forum of the Baltic States of Lithuania formally recognized the World NGO Day. The member
states of the Forum are Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland,
Russia, Norway and Sweden.

108) Which of the following are member states of Ninth Baltic NGO Forum?
A.Russia
B.Norway
C.Sweden
D.All the above
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Answer D
Explanation In 2010, the member states of the Board of Directors of the Ninth Baltic NGO
Forum of the Baltic States of Lithuania formally recognized the World NGO Day. The member
states of the Forum are Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland,
Russia, Norway and Sweden.

109) Which is the capital of Finland?
A.Helsinki
B.Turku
C.Tampere
D.Oulu

Answer A
Explanation On February 27, 2014, the first World NGO Day was held in Helsinki, the capital of
Finland. And the event was hosted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland. Hundreds of
international leaders from non-governmental organizations, the United Nations, UNESCO and
the European Union gathered at the event in Helsinki.

110) When was Hampi declared as UNESCO World Heritage?
A.1986
B.1987
C.1988
D.1989

Answer A
Explanation In 1986, Hampi was declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. It stretches from
the Krishna River in the north to the southernmost tip of the peninsula. The Vijayanagar Empire
was ruled by four important dynasties, namely: Sangama, Saluva, Tuluva, Aravidu.

111) In which centaury Vijayanagar empire established?
A.13th
B.14th
C.15th
D.16th
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Answer B
Explanation Vijayanagara or "Victory City" is both the name of the city and the empire. The
empire was established in the 14th century (1336 AD) by Harihara and Bukka of the Sangama
dynasty. They made Hampi the capital. In 1986, Hampi was declared a World Heritage Site by
UNESCO. It stretches from the Krishna River in the north to the southernmost tip of the
peninsula. The Vijayanagar Empire was ruled by four important dynasties, namely: Sangama,
Saluva, Tuluva, Aravidu.

112) Which of the following dynasties ruled Vijayanagar Empire?
A.Sangama
B.Saluva
C.Tuluva
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The Vijayanagar Empire was ruled by four important dynasties, namely: Sangama,
Saluva, Tuluva, Aravidu.

113) Vajrayana Buddhist School developed in India around _____________.
A.900 AD
B.600 AD
C.800 AD
D.100 BC

Answer A
Explanation Vajrayana: The Vajrayana language means "Thunderbolt Che" and is also known as
Tantric Buddhism. This Buddhist school developed in India around 900 AD. Compared with
other Buddhist schools, its foundation is esoteric elements and a very complicated set of rituals.

114) Mannathu Padmanabhan is from ____________.
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Kerala
C.Karnataka
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D.Andhra

Answer B
Explanation Mannathu Padmanabhan (1878-1970) was Indian social reformer and freedom
fighter in Kerala. He participated in the anti-untouchability agitations.

115) Which of the following sites are included in Swachh Iconic Places (Jal
Sakthi)?
A.Sanchi Stupa, Madhya Pradesh
B.Kumbhalgarh Fort, Rajasthan
C.Golconda Fort, Hyderabad, Telangana
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation has now selected another 12 sites to
be included in the SIP programe (phase IV).The 12 sites are:Ajanta Caves, MaharashtraSanchi
Stupa, Madhya PradeshKumbhalgarh Fort, RajasthanJaisalmer Fort, RajasthanRamdevra,
Jaisalmer, RajasthanGolconda Fort, Hyderabad, TelanganaSun Temple, Konark, OdishaRock
Garden, ChandigarhDal Lake, Srinagar, Jammu & KashmirBanke Bihari Temple, Mathura, Uttar
PradeshAgra Fort, Agra, Uttar PradeshKalighat Temple, West Bengal
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