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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
SWAMIH Fund - Recent Development in Housing Projects
All SWAMIH Funds will deliver the first batch of finished apartments in 2021.
This is a 2500 crore fund established by the Indian government. The fund was
established to complete stalled housing projects. The fund provides a solution that
hinders the savings of home buyers and bankrupt developers.
Highlights:
In the 2021-2022 financial year, the fund will hand over 16 projects, including
more than 4,000 houses.
The SWAMIH Fund was announced in November 2019.
The SWAMIH stands for "Special Window for Completion of Construction of
Affordable and Mid-Income Housing Projects".
SWAMIH Investment Fund:The purpose of the establishment of the fund is to
complete the construction of stalled affordable middle-income housing projects
registered with RERA. It credits funds from projects that are in trouble due to lack
of funds. It was created as a Category-II Alternative Investment Fund debt, which
has been registered with SEBI.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 15 - February 21, 2021)

INTERNATIONAL
Italy Gets Green Super Ministry Climate Change
Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi put climate change at the center of his
management of the Italian plan. He created a super ministry to ensure that the
transition to green energy drives the country's recovery. The purpose of setting up
the Super Department is to make full use of EU funds on climate change.
Highlights:
In the first step, the Prime Minister will redraft Italy's recovery plan.
Italy's recovery plan must be submitted to the European Commission by April
2021 to obtain more than 200 billion euros (240 billion US dollars) in funding.
This amount is needed in order for the country to revive the economy hit by the
recession during the COVID-19 pandemic.
According to the EU agreement, 37% of the 200 billion euros must be transferred
to the transition to a low-carbon economy.
Mario Draghi: Mario Draghi was former President of the European Central Bank.
He was formally sworn in as Italy's new prime minister on February 13, 2021,
when the country experienced a fatal coronavirus pandemic and severe economic
recession. From the left to the far-right alliance of Salvini, the Prime Minister has
the support of the Rainbow Alliance.
Italian government crisis: This political campaign started in Italy in January 2021
and ended in February 2021 after Mario Draghi was sworn in as prime minister.
The Italian government crisis included the announcement of the withdrawal of IV
support for the Giuseppe Conte government. The announcement was made by the
leader of Italy's Viva (IV) and former Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi.
Hung Parliament 2018: The 2018 general election produced a suspended
parliament in Italy. After several negotiations and negotiations, the Centrist FiveStar Movement (M5S) and the Right-wing Alliance formed a coalition government
on June 1, 2019.

One-Month Exercise in Thar Desert
The Pakistan Army held a one-month exercise code-named Jidar-ul-Hadeed' in the
Thar Desert. The purpose is to prepare for conflict in the extreme desert
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environment.
The multinational naval exercise Aman-2021 hosted by Pakistan has also begun in
the Arabian Sea. 45 countries including the USA, Russia, China and Turkey will
participate in the exercise.
Key Facts:
Part of the Thar Desert is located in Rajasthan State, northwestern India, and the
other part is located in Punjab and Sindh provinces, eastern Pakistan.
The Thar Desert is an arid region covering more than 2 million square kilometers.
It forms a natural boundary along the border between India and Pakistan.
The Thar Desert is bordered by the Irrigated Indus Plain in the west, the Punjab
Plain in the north and northeast, the Aravalli Range in the southeast, and Rann of
Kachchh in the south.
The subtropical desert climate there is due to continuous high pressure and
subsidence at this latitude.
In summer, the prevailing southwest monsoon winds brings rain to most of the
subcontinent, often bypassing the Thar in the east.
There are several playas (saline lake beds) known locally as dhands, are scattered
throughout the region
The region mainly produces herbaceous plants such as cactus, neem, khejri, acacia
nilotica. All these plants can adapt to high or low temperature and harsh weather
conditions.

Rohingyas Sent to Bhasan Char
The Bangladeshi authorities sent the fourth batch of Rohingya refugees from
Myanmar to a newly developed island in the Bay of Bengal, despite the call from
human rights groups to stop the process.
Highlights:
Rohingya refugees living in refugee camps in Bangladesh have agreed to move to
Bhashan Char Island in the Bay of Bengal. The island is also known as Bhasan
Char Island.
Bhashan Char Island was formed at the mouth of the Meghna River about twenty
years ago.
This uninhabited island is located about 30 kilometers east of Hatiya Island in
southeast Bangladesh.
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Bangladesh hopes to transfer 100,000 Rohingya refugees to muddy silt islands to
ease the pressure on the overcrowded border camps.

Cairn Energy Case - New York Convention
Cairn Energy has filed a case in the USA District Court under the New York
Convention to enforce a US$1.2 billion arbitration award won in a tax dispute with
India.
Highlights:
The Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards,
also known as the New York Arbitration Convention or the New York Convention,
is one of the important instruments in international arbitration.
Arbitration is a procedure in which the parties agree to submit a dispute to one or
more arbitrators (independent person/body) who make a binding decision on the
dispute.
It applies to the recognition and enforcement of foreign arbitral awards, as well as
referral to arbitration by the court.
After a diplomatic conference was held at the United Nations Headquarters in New
York in May and June 1958, the United Nations adopted the convention and
entered into force on June 7, 1959.
Aim: The main purpose of the Convention is that the courts that require
enforcement should not distinguish between foreign and non-domestic arbitral
awards.
Parties to Convention:The Convention has 166 state parties (Countries). India is a
party to the Convention.

SAARC Virtual Meet to be Hosted by India
India hold a virtual health secretary-level meeting with the member states of the
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). The virtual
conference held on February 18, 2021. During the meeting, members discussed the
ongoing COVID-19 crisis. Pakistan was also invited to participate in the meeting.
Highlights:
The virtual conference discusses challenges and developments related to
COVID-19 management and pandemic response.
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Members exchanges best practices on the ongoing pandemic. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also raised the Coronavirus Emergency Fund COVID-19 crisis.
Represented the SAARC region in a video conference of SAARC heads of state in
March 2020.
SAARC members have established a Coronavirus Emergency Fund to respond to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The purpose of establishing the emergency fund is to reduce the risks associated
with the COVID-19 pandemic in South Asia.
India has proposed to contribute 10 million US dollars to the fund. Other SAARC
member states also support the move to establish a fund proposed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
India has been and has been at the forefront of the fight against the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic. India has also become the country with the most
vaccinations. Therefore, India is also in a leading position in providing countries
with the country's developed COVID-19 vaccine as a gift or commercial channel.
India recently donated 500,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Afghanistan, 2
million doses to Bangladesh, 1.7 million doses to Myanmar, 500,000 doses to Sri
Lanka, 150,000 doses to Bhutan and Mauritius And Maldives each provided
100,000 doses, Nepal 1 million doses, and Seychelles 50,000 doses.
SAARC: The members of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) include Pakistan, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Maldives, Bhutan, Sri Lanka
and Nepal. It was established on December 8, 1985. Its headquarters is located in
Kathmandu, Nepal. It occupies 3% of the world's area.

CECPA Between India and Mauritius
The Cabinet approved the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and Partnership
Agreement (CECPA) between India and Mauritius.
Highlights:
The agreement is a limited agreement, covering Trade in Goods, Rules of Origin,
Service Trade, Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), Sanitary and Phytosanitary
(SPS) measures, Dispute Settlement, Movement of Natural Persons,
Telecommunications, Financial services, Customs Procedures and Cooperation in
other Areas.
The India-Mauritius CECPA will be the first trade agreement signed between India

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 15 - February 21, 2021)

and a country in Africa.
CECPA provides an institutional mechanism to encourage and improve the trade
between two countries. It covers more than 310 export items in India. Mauritius
will benefit from preferential market access for 615 products into India.
In terms of services, Indian service providers will have access to approximately
115 sub-sectors of 11 major service industry, such as professional services,
computer-related services, research and development, other business services,
telecommunications, construction, power distribution, education, environment,
finance, tourism and travel related, entertainment, yoga, audiovisual services and
transportation services.

Make Peace with Nature UNEP
In 2020, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) announced that
despite the decline in greenhouse gas emissions due to the pandemic, the world will
continue to warm up to more than 3C in this century. The UNEP has long issued a
warning: The per capita stock of natural capital (the resources and services that
nature provides to humans) has fallen by 40% in just two decades. We already
know that nine out of ten people in the world breathe polluted air.
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP):
UNEP is an agency of the United Nations. It coordinates the environmental
activities of the United Nations. United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
assists developing countries in implementing environmentally sound policies and
practices. It was established as a result of the United Nations Conference on the
Human Environment in 1972. Its headquarters are located in Nairobi, Kenya. The
main UNEP reports are the Emission Gap Report, Global Environmental Outlook,
Frontier, and Investment in a Healthy Planet.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Vigyan Jyoti Programme Started on 11th February
The second phase of the Vigyan Jyoti plan began on February 11, 2021. It started
on the occasion of the International Women's and Girls' Day in Science.
Highlights:
The Vigyan Jyoti plan will promote the plan to encourage girls to become
interested in science. This will also encourage them to build a career in STEM.
The plan will be expanded to 50 regions in addition to the other 50 regions in
India. Through the study of the past year, the situation will be improved and will be
expanded to more regions of the country to empower women.
The program started because of the insufficient number of women, which is a
multifaceted problem. This issue needs to be viewed from all angles. Therefore,
new education policies and science, technology and innovation policies will also
help to eliminate these restrictions.
These policies will also help maximize the use of the demographic dividend,
thereby achieving rapid development in a short period of time. In turn, this will
help increase the number of women engaged in science.
The Vigyan Jyoti Project is a new project designed to encourage girls to be
interested in science and establish careers in this field. The plan was initiated by the
Ministry of Science and Technology (DST) in December 2019. Its purpose is to
create a level playing field for active girls who want to pursue STEM.
The program is currently running successfully in 50 Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas
(JNV). In 2021-22, it will expand to more than 50 joint ventures. It solves the
problem of underrepresented women in various fields of STEM. The program first
caters to girls at school level from IX to XII to encourage and enhance their ability
to learn STEM courses.

Digital Insurance Policies to be Issued by Digilocker App
The Insurance Regulatory Authority of India (IRDAI) has recommended that all
insurance companies use the government's Digilocker app to issue digital insurance
policies.
Highlights:
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Publishing policies through the Digilocker app will bring a better customer
experience. Using this application, claims processing and policy resolution will be
faster. This procedure will also reduce disputes and reduce fraud.
To promote the adoption of Digi Locker in the insurance industry, IRDAI
recommends that all insurance companies enable their IT systems to interact with
Digi Locker facilities. It will also enable policyholders to keep all their policy
documents.
The Digilocker team of the National Department of E-Government (NeGD) under
MeITY will provide the necessary technical guidance and logistical support to
promote the adoption of Digi Locker.
The Digilocker Initiative is an initiative under the Digital India program. The
program is run by the Department of Electronic Information Technology (MeitY).
Under this initiative, citizens can obtain real documents or certificates in digital
format. Certificates can be generated from the original issuers of these certificates.
The purpose of starting the program is to eliminate or reduce the use of physical
documents. It aims to improve the effectiveness of service delivery by making the
service worry-free and friendly to citizens.
The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) is an
autonomous and statutory body in India. This agency is responsible for the
supervision and promotion of the insurance and reinsurance industry. It was
established under the 1999 Insurance Management and Development Authority
Act. Headquartered in Hyderabad, Telangana. It is a 10-member body composed of
a chairman, 5 full-time members and 4 part-time members.

Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav on 14th February
The 11th edition of Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav will be unveiled on February 14.
Highlights:
Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav is the flagship festival of the Ministry of Culture.
Since 2015, the event has been carried out with the active participation of Seven
Zonal Culture Centres.
These festivals have always played a pivotal role in bringing the vibrant Indian
culture to the public, rather than confining it to auditoriums and galleries.
It showcases the folk and tribal art, dance, music, food and culture of one state in
other state, thus reinforces the stated goal of "Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat", and
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also provides an effective platform for artists and craftsmen to support their
livelihood.
The 11th edition will be organized in West Bengal, in Cooch Behar, Darjeeling
and Murshidabad. These festivals are organized under the initiative of Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat.

CSI SIG E-Governance Award for Tribal Affairs
The Ministry of Tribal Affairs won the Appreciation Award in the 18th CSI SIG EGovernance Awards in 2020.
About the award:
The Computer Society of India (CSI) has established a series of awards to
recognize the country's contributions in the field of e-government. These awards
are conducted by CSI-SIG eGov.
The award aims to recognize efforts in the field of e-governance at the State,
Department, Districts, and Project level.
The Ministry was awarded for its "Performance Dashboard Empowering Tribals
Transforming India through various ICT programs".
The Performance Dashboard is an interactive and dynamic online platform that
displays the latest and real-time detailed information on the 11 schemes/initiatives
made by the Ministry to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.
The Dashboard records the implementation of various schemes of the Ministry,
States, 41 Ministries to ensure proper use of funds for ST benefits.

National Committee on Dam Safety
In 1987, the Indian government established the National Committee on Dam Safety
(NCDS) for the first time. Since then, NCDS was reorganized in 1989, 1993, 1997,
2002 and 2015.
Highlights:
NCDS serves as a forum to exchange opinions on various issues related to dam
safety.
The Dam Safety Bill, 2019 was passed by the Lok Sabha in 2019, which proposed
the establishment of a National Dam Safety Committee, headquartered in New
Delhi, responsible for:
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- Maintain dam safety standards
- Prevent disasters related to dam collapse
- Continuously evolving dam safety policy and suggest necessary regulations
National Committee on Dam Safety will be led by the Chairperson of the Central
Water Commission (CWC), ten representatives of the Central Government, seven
representatives of the State Government and three experts in the field of dam safety.
National Committee on Dam Safety will serve as the Central Government's
advisory body on specific issues related to dam safety and advise the government
on dams outside India.

Red Fort Violence Case A Punjabi Actor Arrested
Deep Sidhu, a Punjabi actor wanted in the Red Fort violence case, was arrested by
Delhi police. The Red Fort complex was built as the palace fortress of
Shajahanabad, the new capital of India's fifth Mughal emperor Sharjah Jahan.
Highlights:
After Shah Jahan was in power from Agra for 11 years, he decided to move to
Delhi and laid the foundation for the Red Fort in 1618. For the inauguration in
1647, the main hall of the palace was covered with ornate tapestries, covered with
Chinese silk and Turkish velvet.
The perimeter of the fort is almost half a mile. It is an irregular octagonal shape
with two entrances, namely Lahore Gate and Delhi Gate. It is named for its huge
red sandstone wall and is adjacent to an ancient fort, Salimgarh, which was built by
Islam Shah Suri in 1546 and formed the Red Fort complex.
The private apartment consists of a row of pavilions connected by a continuous
waterway, known as Nahr-i-Behisht (Stream of Paradise).
The planning of the palace is based on the prototype of Islam, but each pavilion
displays typical architectural elements of Mughal architecture, reflecting the fusion
of Persian, Timur and Hindu traditions.
Diwan-e-Aam is the public audience hall of the Red Fort. The Mughal emperor
will hold court here and meet with dignitaries and foreign envoys. The recess
behind the platform is a good example of Pietra-Dura's work in Italy.
Pietra-Dura is a term for setting technology that uses highly polished colored
gemstones that have been cut and set to create images. It is considered a decorative
art.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 15 - February 21, 2021)

The resisting area of the Diwan-e-Khas fortress is the hall of private spectators.
Diwan-e-Khas is the tallest decorated building among all buildings in Shah Jahan.
It is a white marble pavilion with intricately carved pillars.
Diwan-e-Khas is decorated with rich flowers, inlaid with stone mosaics, and once
housed the famous Peacock Throne, which was plundered by Nadir Shah in 1739.

SANKALP - Minister of Skills Development and Entrepreneur
The Minister of Skills Development and Entrepreneur presided over the function of
Transformation of skills through strategic partnership under SANKALP.
Highlights:
Skills Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood (SANKALP) is a
result-oriented centrally funded program of the Ministry of Skills Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) funded by the World Bank, with a special focus on
decentralized programs and quality improvement. It focuses on the overall skills
ecosystem covering central and state agencies, and strengthens regional skills
management and District skills committees (DSC). SANKALP aims to perform the
tasks of the National Skills Development Mission (NSDM).

Foundation Stone For Maharaja Suheldev Memorial
Prime Minister laid the foundation stone for the development of Maharaja Suheldev
Memorial and Lake Chittaura.
About Maharaja Suheldev:
Maharaja Suheldev, also spelt Suhaldev, is the ruler of Shravasti (Uttar Pradesh).
He is mentioned in the historical romance of Persian in the 17th century Mirat-iMasudi. The Mirat-i-Masudi was written by Abd-ur-Rahman Chishti during the
reign of Mughal Emperor Jahangir. In this chronicle, Suheldev is the son of King
Mordhwaj of Shravasti. As we all know, Suheldev defeated Ghaznavid general
Ghazi Saiyyad Salar Masud (the nephew of Mahmud of Ghazni) and killed him in
Bahraich in1034 AD. Suheldev is also known as Sakardev, Suhirdadhwaj,
Sahardev, etc. The Maharaja Suheldev Memorial is under construction in Bahraich,
UP.

FASTag Declared Mandatory
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FASTag declared mandatory. The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has
decided to declare all lanes on the National Highway toll plaza as FASTag lane of
the fee plaza.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has decided to declare all lanes on
the National Highway toll plaza as " FASTag lane of the fee plaza " at midnight
from February 15 to 16, 2021.
Therefore, in accordance with the NH Fee Rules 2008, any vehicle that is not
equipped with FASTag or that does not have a valid function of FASTag entering
the FASTag lane of the toll plaza shall pay a fee equivalent to twice the applicable
fee for that category.
The ministry stated that this is to further facilitate the payment of fees through
digital mode, reduce waiting time and fuel consumption, and provide seamless
passage through the fee plazas.

Kerala Establishes Mini Museum
Kerala is the site of India's largest art event, the Kochi-Muziris Biennale, and is
now aspiring to become the country's museum hub.
Highlights:
In this context, Dr Venu V, Additional Chief Secretary and Head of the
archaeological department of Kerala, stated that the old concept about museums
needs to be changed.
It is necessary for the museum to be able to talk to visitors, especially young
people.
In order to achieve these goals, the Kerala government has launched an initiative
aimed at establishing and promoting mini museums in the state.
Keralam Museum
The new museum movement has been initiated by the Keralam Museum. This is an
organization that establishes and modernizes museums. The new museum
movement has begun to challenge old-fashioned norms regarding cultural
preservation. It seeks to replace a revolutionary concept that is rapidly developing
around the world. The Keralam Museum has also completed many other tasks,
namely Koyikkal Palace Folklore Museum in Nedumangad, Thiruvananthapuram,
Gandhi Smriti Museum in Payyanur andVaikom Satyagraha Memorial Gandhi
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Museum in Kottayam. In addition, about 20 District heritage museums are under
construction.

Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship Programme
The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship has launched the
Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship (MGNF) Program in all districts of India.
Highlights:
The program had previously operated in 69 districts. Researchers of the Mahatma
Gandhi National Fellowship Program will gain academic expertise and technical
capabilities.
Professional knowledge will help them understand the overall skills ecosystem. It
will also help companions to join the District Skill Committees.
The ministry of skill development also cooperates with the Kerala Institute of
Local Administration to carry out capacity-building programs for districts from the
states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Puducherry and Lakshadweep.
The partnership between the two will focus more on improving the overall quality
of skills training.
The Ministry emphasized that the fellowship program and the recently launched
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 3.0 and other academic partnerships reached
under the SANKALP program with IITs, IIMs, KILA, and GIZ-IGVET will help
strengthen regional capabilities and ensure Demand-driven skills.

Rice Shipment Flagged Off From the Kakinada Port
The Rice shipment flagged off from the Kakinada deep-water port.
About Kakinada Port:
The port of Kakinada is located in Kakinada (Andhra Pradesh) on the east coast of
India. The Kakinada Port is situated 170 kilometers south of Visakhapatnam Port.
The Kakinada Port is a large complex composed of Kakinada Anchorage Port,
Kakinada Deepwater Port, Kakinada Fishing Port and Shipbreaking Forces.
The Port of Anchorage in Kakinada has a century-old tradition.
The Kakinada constitutes the main gateway port for the rich agricultural belt of
East Godavari, West Godavari and Krishna districts of Andhra Pradesh. Kakinada
Deep Water Port is an all-weather port with a channel depth of 12 meters.
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First Route of Kochi Water Metro Inaugurated
The Chief Minister of Kerala, Pinarayi Vijayan, unveiled the first route and
terminal of the Kochi Water Metro.
Highlights:
The project uses advanced ships to connect the islands throughout the city.
The subway route goes from Vitila to Kakinada. Vyttila is one of the busiest
transportation hubs in Kerala, and Kakkanad is an IT hub.
After obtaining the legal permit, the subway will begin commercial operation in
March 2021. The first phase of the Kochi Water Subway Project is 520 kilometers
long.
The Chief Minister also opened the Panamkutty Bridge. It is also called the Petta
Bridge, and it was activated for traffic. It will make the traffic between the Petta
junction and the SN junction smooth.
The bridge is 250 meters long. 70 meters of it are on the Poorna River. The CM
also launched the "Integrated Urban Regeneration and Water Transport System"
(IURWT) project. The IURWT project will renew and revitalize the six major
canals of Kochi 34 kilometers.
The IURWT project is a Integrated urban regeneration and water transportation
system project. Some people suggest developing Edappally Canal (11.23 km),
Chilavanoor Canal (9.88 km), Thevara-Perandoor Canal (11.15 km), Market Canal
(0.664 km) and Thevara Canal (1.405 km) in Kochi City.
Due to household and commercial waste, construction waste, etc., all these canals
are severely blocked and polluted. Under the IURWT project activities, such as
canal cleaning, bank protection, dredging and cutting, sewer and sewage treatment
plants, reconstruction of piers and cross structures and pedestrian bridges will be
taken away.
The total cost of the project is Rs 1,418 crore. It has been released for ten years.
The construction related to the project will be completed within 3 years.

PM Handed Over Chadar to Ajmer Sharif Dargah
The Prime Minister handed over a Chadar to Ajmer Sharif Dargah, which will be
provided on the 809th Urs (death anniversary) of Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti.
About Ajmer Sharif Dargah:
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Ajmer Sharif Dargah is the tomb of the Sufi Saint Chihwaja Moinuddin Chisti. It is
regarded as one of the holiest places by Sunni Muslims in the Indian subcontinent.
Religious sites also attract people of all faiths. After the preacher's death in 1236,
the tomb of Moinuddin Chisti became a noble site in this century. It is said that the
Mughal Emperor Akbar, who visited the shrine at least 14 times, rebuilt the
dargah's sanctum sanctorum in 1579. Dargah's white marble dome was built in
1532. The building is made of bricks, marble and sandstone, representing IndoIslamic architecture
About Moinuddin Chisti (Chishti):
He is a Sufi saint who spread the Sufi teachings of Chishtiyya. He is a Persian
preacher who was born in present-day Iran and came to Delhi during the reign of
Iltutmish of the Delhi Sultanate. He moved to Ajmer, Rajasthan and is known as a
compassionate spiritual teacher. He is very popular among people of all classes.

Exchange of Letters between the Ministry of Ayush and the World Health
Organization
An Exchange of Letters was signed between the Ayush Ministry of GOI and WHO
on cooperation in the field of traditional medicine.
Highlights:
Initiatives have been taken to support the WHO SEAR (South East Regional
Office) in implementing the regional traditional medicine action plan, with special
emphasis on the safe and effective use of traditional medicine services, including
Ayurveda and other Indian traditional medicine systems and their appropriate
methods to be incorporated into National Health care system.
Efforts will also be made to strengthen the capabilities of SEAR countries in the
field of traditional medicine.

Initiatives For National Food Security Mission
Initiatives were taken by Government of India to increase Production and
Productivity of food crops under National Food Security Mission (NFSM).
About NFSM:
The National Food Security Mission (NFSM) was launched in 2007-08 to increase
the production of rice, wheat and pulses by expanding the area and increasing
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productivity; restore soil fertility and productivity; create employment
opportunities; and improve farm economics.
The sub-components of the mission are:
NFSM-Rice
NFSM Wheat
NFSM Pulses
NFSM-Coarse Cereals
NFSM- Nutri-Cereals
NFSM-Commercial CropsGrapeNet

APEDA upgrades the GrapeNet
APEDA upgrades the GrapeNet for ensuring secured, scalable and cost-effective
interface in the exports value chain
About GrapeNet:
The GrapeNet is a web-based certification and traceability software system used to
monitor fresh grapes exported from India to the European Union.
This is an Internet-based electronic service provided by APEDA to stakeholders to
facilitate the testing and certification of grapes exported from India in accordance
with the standards determined by NRC Pune based on negotiations with exporters.
The GrapeNet collects, stores and reports forward and backward tracking and
quality assurance data entered by stakeholders (ie, exporters, laboratories and PSC
authorities in the Indian grape supply chain).
GrapeNet is the first initiative of this kind in India. It has established an end-to-end
system to monitor pesticide residues, standardize products and promote traceability
from retail shelves to the farm of the Indian grower, through the various stages of
sampling, testing, certification and packing
Now, in order to ensure network security protection for its traceability program,
APEDA has adopted Blockchain and cloud migration technology in GrapeNet.

Schemes Related to Skill Development
Rajya Sabha was informed of the Status of Skilled Youths in India.
Highlights:
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY): Provide short-term skills
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development training to young people in all states/UTs through Short-Term
Training (STT) and Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL).
Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS) Scheme: Provide vocational skills for illiterate, new
literate and dropout students by identifying skills that have market in the region of
their establishment.
National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS): Promoting apprenticeship
training and increasing apprentice participation by providing financial support to
industrial companies implementing apprenticeship programs under the
Apprenticeship Act of 1961.
Craftsmen Training Scheme (CTS): Provides Long term training programs for
137 traders through 1,4788 ITIs in India.

Sagarika: First Full-Fledged International Cruise Terminal
The Prime Minister of India launched multiple projects in Kochi, Kerala.
Highlights:
The Kochi International Cruise Terminal Sagarika was inaugurated.
This is India's first full-fledged international cruise terminal.
The Inauguration of the Marine Engineering Training Institute of Cochin Shipyard
Ltd. will help those who want to learn marine engineering.
The South Coal Berth will reduce logistics costs and increase cargo capacity.
The Propylene Derivative Petrochemical Project (PDPP) will help India strengthen
its journey to become Aatmanirbhar because it will save foreign exchange.
With the use of Ro-Ro Vessels, the distance of nearly 30 kilometers on the road
through the waterway will be changed to 3.5 kilometers, thereby reducing
congestion and providing more convenience, commerce and capacity building.

All Kinds Of Steel Allowed In Highway Construction
An order was issued to allow all steel (whether produced by melting ore, billets,
pellets or scrap) to be used for the construction of National Highways.The steel
must meet the required standards for a specific grade of steel.
Highlights:
The recommended steel will be tested in NABL accredited laboratories before
being approved.
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Considering that rising steel prices may affect the cost of building national
highways, this decision was made.
Through this step, the base of steel suppliers will increase, leading to more
competition and better market price discovery.

Lieutenant-Governor of Puducherry Was Removed
Kiran Bedi was removed as governor of Puducherry. Telangana Governor Tamilisai
Soundarajan was given extra cost to Union territory Until regular arrangements are
made.
Lieutenant Governor:
According to Article 239, every UT in India shall be managed by the President and
managed by the administrator appointed by him. It is called Lieutenant Governor in
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Puducherry and Delhi.
Puducherry UT is led by Lieutenant Governor of Puducherry, the nominal person
in charge and the democratically elected CM is the real person in charge of the
executive officer.
Puducherry, National Capital Territory of Delhi, Jammu and Kashmir are the three
UTs that have democratically elected governments like the states of India.
The state legislature is the creator of the Constitution, and the UT legislature is
established in accordance with laws such as the UTs Government Act (1963).
The constitutional provisions, the 1963 Act and the "Puducherry Government's
Business Rules" are expected to serve as a bridge between the local government
and the center.

Launch of Mahabahu-Brahmaputra
The Prime Minister announced the launch of "Mahabahu-Brahmaputra". The
launch of the "Mahabahu-Brahmaputra" will be marked by the inauguration of the
Ro-Pax (roll-on/roll-off passenger service) vessel.
About Mahabahu-Brahmaputra':
The launch of the "Mahabahu-Brahmaputra" will be marked by the inauguration of
the Ro-Pax (roll-on/roll-off passenger service) vessel, which is located between
Neamati-Majuli Island, North Guwahati-South Guwahati and Dhubri-Hatsingimari
Shilanyas of the inland water transport terminal in Jogighopa, and various tourist
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terminals in Brahmaputra.
"Mahabahu-Brahmaputra" aims to provide a seamless connection with eastern
India and includes various development activities for people living around the
Brahmaputra and Barak Rivers.
The Ro-Pax service will help shorten travel time by providing connectivity
between banks, thereby shortening the distance of road trips.
This will create jobs and promote tourism in these areas.

Raksha Mantri Launched E-Chhawani
Raksha Mantri launched the E-Chhawani portal and mobile app.
About E-Chhawani:
A portal website (https://echhawani.gov.in/) has been created to provide online
citizenship services to more than 20 lakh residents of 62 Cantonment Boards across
the country.
Through the portal, residents of residential areas will be able to obtain basic
services such as rent renewal, application for birth and death certificates, water and
sewage system connection, trade permits, mobile toilet locator and payment of
various taxes and fees, just a click of a button.
The portal is jointly developed by the eGov Foundation, Bharat Electronics
Limited (BEL), Directorate General Defence Estates (DGDE) and National
Informatics Center (NIC).
The portal is expected to ensure the effectiveness and transparency of the
Cantonment Boards service distribution system and provide residents with timebound solutions.

Pey Jal Survekshan - Jal Jeevan Mission
The Government conducted drinking water surveys in 10 cities under Jal Jeevan
Mission (Urban).
About Pey Jal Survekshan:
The Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry initiated a survey to collect
drinking water data in 10 cities under the Jal Jeevan Mission (Urban).
As part of "Pey Jal Survekshan" survey, data on wastewater management and the
condition of urban water bodies will also be collected.
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The mission will be monitored through a technology-based platform where
beneficiary's response will be monitored.
Initially, the survey was conducted as a pilot in ten cities, namely Agra, Badlapur,
Bhubaneswar, Churu, Kochi, Madurai, Patiala, Rohtak, and Surat and Tumkur.
Based on the experience of the pilot survey, this exercise will be extended to all
Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) cities.
The mission has also developed a reform agenda, according to which the City
Water Potability Index, reduction of non-revenue water, municipal finance reforms,
rainwater harvesting, and recycled water must meet at least 20% of total water
consumption by 2025, and use the rejuvenating three water bodies per ULB are the
key proposed reforms.

Oil & Gas Projects In Tamil Nadu
The Prime Minister of India laid the foundation for key projects in the oil and gas
sector in Tamil Nadu on February 17, 2021.
Highlights:
The Ramanathapuram-Thoothukudi natural gas pipeline will be inaugurated.
This pipeline is part of the Ennore- Thiruvallur- Bengaluru- PuducherryNagapattinam- Madurai- Tuticorin Natural Gas Pipeline.
Benefits: It will help to utilize natural gas from the ONGC Gas field and deliver
natural gas as a raw material to industrial and other commercial customers.
The Gasoline Desulfurization Unit will be established at Chennai Petroleum Co.,
Ltd. in Manali.
vIt will produce low-sulfur (less than 8 ppm) environmentally friendly gasoline,
which will help reduce emissions and contribute to a cleaner environment.

Sandes - An Instant Messaging Platform
An instant messaging platform called Sandes was recently launched on WhatsApp.
Launched by: National Informatics Centre
Highlights:
Anyone with a mobile number or email ID can use Sandes for all kinds of
communications.
Its interface is similar to other applications currently available.
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About the National Informatics Center:The National Informatics Center is a
subsidiary office of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology of the
Government of India.
National Informatics Center (NIC) provides infrastructure to help support the
delivery of government IT services and certain initiatives of Digital India.

PM to Hold Governing Council Meeting of NITI Aayog
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi will chair the NITI Aayog Council meeting
on February 20, 2021.
Highlights:
During this meeting, problems related to agriculture, manufacturing, infrastructure
and human resource development will be discussed. This will be the 6th meeting of
the Council.
The newly added UT Ladakh will attend the meeting for the first time. Jammu and
Kashmir will also participate as joint territories this year. Other Union territories
led by the administrator will also join the conference.
Ex-officio members of the council will also attend the meeting; the vice-chairman
and union minister. The member and CEO of NITI Aayog and other senior officials
of the Indian government will also attend the meeting.
Niti Aayog is India's policy think tank, established in 2015 by replacing the
planning committee. The institution was established to achieve sustainable
development goals through cooperative federalism. Some of Aayog's initiatives
include: "15-year roadmap", AMRUT, "7-year vision, strategy and action plan",
Atal innovation mission, Indian digitization, medical education reform, agricultural
reform, and a series of lectures on Indian transformation.
Member of NITI Aayog: The prime minister is the chairman of Aayog. It also
consists of a council, which includes the chief ministers of all states and union
territories and the deputy governors of the legislature and union territories.
However, Delhi and Puducherry are not included. It also has a regional committee
composed of the head of state and the governors of federal municipalities.
The Governing Council is the highest body of NITI Aayog. The council is
composed of all chief ministers, deputy governors of federal territories, other trade
union ministers and senior government officials. The council meets regularly. The
first meeting of the council was held on February 8, 2015.
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Seventy Five years of Shri Ram Chandra Mission
The Prime Minister addressed an event to commemorate the 75th anniversary of
Shri Ram Chandra Mission.
Highlights:
Shri Ram Chandra Mission (SRCM) is an non-profit organization and a spiritual
movement that originated in India.
It teaches the practice of the "Sahaj Marg" or "Heartfulness Meditation".
It was registered by Ram Chandra of Shahjahanpur, Uttar Pradesh in 1945.
Current headquarters: Hyderabad, Telangana
Sahaj Marg (Natural Path) is a form of Raja Yoga.
This is a meditation system that involves meditation, cleansing and prayer.

FAO Recognized Hyderabad - 2020 Tree City of the World
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations (UN) and the
Arbor Day Foundation have confirmed Hyderabad as the 2020 Tree City of the
World.
Highlights:
Hyderabad is committed to the development and maintenance of urban forests, so
it was awarded this honor.
This recognition is a testament to New York City's ongoing and institutional efforts
to plant trees, cultivate and celebrate trees.
In addition to the strategic planning and commitment to build healthy cities, it also
marks the development of urban and suburban forestry operations.
Other cities recognized by the organization include 120 cities from 63
countries/regions.
Most cities are from the United States, United Kingdom, Australia and Canada.
After receiving World Tree City recognition, the city of Hyderabad will join a
network of like-minded cities that recognize the importance of trees.
Hyderabad was recognized in the second year of the foundation's program.
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations is one of
the specialized agencies of the United Nations. FAO leads international efforts to
fight hunger and improve nutrition and food security. The organization was
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established by the United Nations in October 1945. Its headquarters are located in
Rome, Italy. It has regional and field offices in 130 countries/regions.
FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization) coordinates with governments and
development agencies to improve and develop agriculture, fisheries, forestry, land
resources and water resources. It is composed of 197 member states. It organizes a
meeting representing each member state every two years.
The Arbor Day Foundation is a non-profit organization and education and
conservation organization. The organization was established by John Rosenow in
Nebraska in 1972. This organization is the largest non-profit membership
organization dedicated to tree planting. The foundation takes "inspiring people to
plant, cultivate and celebrate trees" as its corporate mission. Dan Lambe, the
current chairman of the foundation.

Puducherry Lieutenant - Governor Orders Floor Test
The newly appointed Tamilisai Soundararajan (Lieutenant-Governor of
Puducherry), directed the Assembly Secretariat to convene the House on February
22. A press release issued by Raj Nivas said the single agenda of the session should
be to determine whether the Chief Minister enjoys the confidence of the House.
Floor test:
The minimum requirement is mainly to understand whether executives enjoy the
confidence of the legislature. This is a constitutional mechanism under which the
chief minister appointed by the governor can be required to prove a majority in the
state legislative assembly.
According to the Constitution, the chief minister is appointed by the governor of
the country. When a party gets a majority in the House of Representatives, the
governor appoints the leader of the party as its chief minister.
If the majority is questioned, the leader of the party advocating the majority must
shake the vote of confidence and prove the majority among those present and
voting. If the chief minister cannot prove that they have a majority in the House of
Representatives, they must resign. This happened both in Parliament and in the
State Legislative Assembly.

Meeting of Delimitation Commission
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The delimitation commission held a meeting to solicit opinions on the delimitation
procedures of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.
About Delimitation Commission:
The Delimitation Commission is a high-level body established by an act of
Parliament.
The Delimitation Commission is appointed by the president of the country.
The Delimitation Commission and the Election Commission of India work
together.
Members of the Delimitation Commission: Retired Supreme Court Judge, Chief
Election Commissioner, State Election Commissioner (of each state).

India Tourism Mart Held in Virtual Mode
The 3rd edition of the event "India Tourism Mart 2021" was held in virtual mode.
About the Indian tourism market:
The event is hosted by the Federation of Associations in Indian Tourism &
Hospitality (FAITH), and the event is supported by the Ministry of Tourism, GOI.
This is a buying and selling event. Although it was named a Tourism Mart in 2018,
it held the first event of this kind in 2015.
More than 250 buyers from 65 countries/regions actively participated in the event,
and B2B interactions from hundreds of tourism exhibitors in India, including most
state governments, hotel companies, travel operators, travel agencies, and travel
transporters.

Announced the Nurturing Neighbourhoods Challenge
The Smart Cities Mission of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, in
collaboration with the BvLF and technical partner WRI India, announced 25 cities
that were shortlisted in the "Nurturing Neighborhood Challenge" cohort.
Highlights:
The Smart Cities Mission of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, in
collaboration with the Bernard Van Leer Foundation (BvLF) and technical partner
WRI India, announced 25 cities that were shortlisted in the "Nurturing
Neighborhood Challenge" cohort. The cohort will receive technical assistance,
capacity building, and scale-up experimental support and implement trials and
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pilots in the next six months, to prove early victory, solicit citizen participation and
build consensus around its proposals.

Infrastructural Projects to be Inaugurated in Kerala
Some of new Infrastructural projects has been inaugurated Kerala.
Highlights:
320 KV Pugalur (Tamil Nadu)-Thrissur (Kerala) Power Transmission
Project: This is India's first High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) Project. This
will help transfer 2,000 megawatts of power from the western region and help meet
the load growth in Kerala. Compared with conventional HVDC systems, this will
also ensure a 35-40% reduction in floor space.
50 MW Kasaragod Solar Power Project:It was developed under the National
Solar Energy Mission. The Integrated Command and Control Centre in
Thiruvananthapuram: It is set up to host the Smart Solutions of
Thiruvananthapuram Municipal Corporation. In an emergency, it will serve as a
common point of action to facilitate coordinated actions, as well as decisionmaking among various agencies such as police, civil supplies, revenue, health and
fire protection
Smart Road Project in Thiruvananthapuram:The project envisages converting
37 kilometers of existing roads into world-class smart roads by placing all overhead
utilities underground and improving roads and intersections. It will have functions
such as safe pathways, storm water drains, electrical underground pipes and
communication lines.
Water Treatment Plant in Aruvikkara:It was built under the AMRUT mission. It
will increase drinking water supply in Thiruvananthapuram

NHAI Achieves 100 Percent Cashless Toll Collection
The National Highway Authority of India (NHAI) has successfully realized 100%
cashless toll collection in National Highway toll plazas across the country.
Highlights:
From February 16, 2021, all lanes on the National Highway toll plaza will be
declared as FASTag lanes.
Highway users have actively accepted the introduction of 100% cashless tolls.
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Since the FASTag specification was notified, more than 2,50,000 labels have been
sold.
In one day, a total of 6 million transactions were completed and a toll of 950
million rupees was collected through FASTag.
So far, FASTag's total penetration rate has reached 87% of the country.
Since February 16, the penetration rate has increased by 7%.
The government is also promoting the free FASTag campaign to encourage
highway users to adopt FASTag. This free advertising campaign will last until
March 1.

India to Appeal against Cairn Energy Arbitration Award
The Indian government has decided to appeal the US$1.2 billion international
arbitration award won by Cairn Energy Plc. in tax disputes.
Highlights:
India's decision to appeal this award shows that the Indian government is
committed to defending tax sovereignty.
The government has also maintained the possibility of making resolutions within
the scope of existing Indian laws.
This also shows that India is willing to resolve tax disputes under the Vivad Se
Vishwas scheme. If the principal tax has been paid, the scheme can reduce interest
and fines.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Huge Optical Flare in BL Lacertae
Indian astronomers have detected a huge optical flare in one of the oldest
astronomical objects, BL Lacertae blazar.
Highlights:
Indian astronomers report that this huge flare is provided by a supermassive black
hole or blazar called BL Lacertae. Analysis of astronomers' reports can help track
the source and mass of black holes.
The Blazars or those who provide super-large black holes in distant galaxies are
known for their complex emission mechanisms.
And for this reason alone, they are of particular interest to the astronomical
community around the world.
The Blazars are one of the most energetic and luminous objects in the Universe.
They emit jets of charged particles with a speed close to the speed of light.

National e-Governance Plan in Agriculture - NeGPA
The National Agricultural e-Governance Plan has been postponed to March 2021.
Highlights:
National e-Governance Plan in Agriculture is a centrally sponsored scheme.
National e-Governance Plan in Agriculture is Launched in 2010-11 out of 7 pilot
states. From 2014-2015, it expanded to other states and 2 UTs.
Scheme objective: to achieve rapid development in India through the use of
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) so that farmers can obtain
information related to agriculture in a timely manner.
Farmers can obtain different services under the project through multiple channels,
including government offices, kiosks, Krishi Vigyan Kendras, Kisan Call Centers,
Agri Clinics, Common Service Centers, and web/mobile applications.
The components of the programe include the Unified Farmer Service Platform
(UFSP) and the Farmer's Database.
UFSP will act as the central agency for the agricultural ecosystem and allow
service providers to register.
A farmer database is being created to better plan, monitor, formulate policies,
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formulate strategies and smoothly implement farmer schemes. This will be a
national database, providing a unique ID for each farmer.

Arjun Mk 1a Tank Handed Over
Prime Minister Narendra Modi handed over the indigenous main battle tank Arjun
Mk-1A during a military operation at the Army's Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor Stadium,
Chennai
Arjun Mk-1a tank:
The Arjun main battle tank project was initiated by DRDO and the Department of
Operations in 1972. The Vehicle Research and Development Agency (CVRDE)
serves as its main laboratory.
The goal is to create "super firepower, Mobility and excellent protection. During
the development process, CVRDE realized Breakthroughs in engines,
transmissions, hydro-pneumatic suspensions, hulls and turrets and spray gun
control system
Mass production began in 1996 at the production plant of the Indian Ordnance
Factory, Awadi in Tamil Nadu.
The Arjun tank stands out for its " Fin Stabilised Armour Piercing Discarding
Sabot (FSAPDS) ammunition and 120mm calibre rifled gun.

Moon Program by Turkey
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan announced an ambitious ten-year space
program that includes a mission to the moon, sending Turkish astronauts into space
and developing international Viable satellite system.
Highlights:
Turkey plans to establish a "first contact with the moon" on the occasion of the
100th anniversary of the founding of the nation in 2023.
Turkey established the Turkish Space Agency (TUA) in 2018, aiming to include a
few other countries in the space program.
The first phase of the lunar mission will be completed under international
cooperation. The second phase of the mission will use Turkish rockets.

LRSAM Missiles Developed by DRDO
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The Final production batch of the Long - Range Surface to Air Missiles (LRSAM),
designed and developed by DRDO in collaboration with multiple industry partners
and integrated by BDL, was launched at the DRDL at the APJ Abdul Kalam
Missile Complex in Hyderabad.
About LRSAM Missile System:
Long Range Surface to Air Missiles (LRSAM) was jointly developed by DRDO
and IAI Israel to equip the latest ships of the Indian Navy.
The missile system can provide point and area defences against various air targets
(including fighter jets, subsonic and supersonic cruise missiles).
The missile is powered by an indigenously developed dual pulse rocket engine and
dual control system to give the required manoeuvrability in the terminal phase.
This advanced weapon system is designed with an active Radio Frequency (RF)
searcher, which can identify, track, strike and destroy targets with a high kill
probability.

AI Ramanujan Machine- Can find Hidden Patterns in Numbers
A new type of artificial intelligence "mathematician" called " Ramanujan Machine
" may reveal hidden relationships between numbers.
Highlights:
The Ramanujan machine consists of algorithms that look for mathematical
conclusions. These mathematical conclusions may be correct, but they have not
been proven.
This set of the algorithm is named after the Indian mathematician Srinivasa
Ramanujan.
The new AI mathematician aims to extract promising mathematical models from a
large number of potential equations.
The Ramanujan machine is designed to first identify promising conjectures.
In machine learning, algorithms detect patterns in large amounts of data. The
detection of the pattern is done under the minimum guidance of the programmer.
Machine learning has been applied in various pattern-finding applications. It is used
for image recognition and drug discovery.
About Srinivasa Ramanujan: He was born in 1887. He is a child prodigy and has
put forward many mathematical conjectures and proofs. He also proposed solutions
to equations that were never solved or considered unsolved. He is an Indian

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 15 - February 21, 2021)

mathematician who lived in India during British rule. He has not received formal
training in pure mathematics, but has made significant contributions to
mathematical analysis, infinite series, number theory and continuous fractions.
He initially conducted his own mathematical research independently and compiled
approximately 3,900 results. In 1918, he was elected a senior member of the Royal
Society of London. As a result, he became the second Indian man elected by the
Royal Society of London after the marine engineer Ardaseer Cursetjee in 1841. He
died in 1920. He has a natural feeling for numbers, and he keeps an eye on patterns

Dickinsonia: Earliest Known Living Animal
Researchers discovered the three fossils of the earliest known living animal, the
550-million-year-old Dickinsonia' on the roof of the Bhimbetka Rock Shelters.
These fossils were found on the roof of the Auditorium Cave of the Bhimbetka
Rock Shelters.
Highlights:
In September 2018, an international team of researchers claimed to have
discovered the world's oldest Dickinsonia fossil, which appeared approximately
571 million to 541 million years ago.
The current fossil evidence can be traced back to Dickinsonia about 100 million
years ago.
It is an extinct genus of basal animal. It lived in the late Ediacaran period and is
now Australia, Russia and Ukraine.
Basal animals are animals with radial symmetry in the body plan. They have a very
simple body and are often to be diploblastic (derived from only two embryonic cell
layers)
These creatures are believed to represent the earliest flowering of complex
multicellular life on Earth. They originated in a world without predators and did not
require hard protective carapaces or skeletons.
Their soft, squishy bodies resemble tubes, fronds or even thin, quilted pillows,
which have little resemblance to the anatomy of today's animals.
The discovery of cholesterol molecules in Dickinsonia's fossils helps people think
that Dickinsonia was an animal.
Significance:
This further proves the similar paleoenvironment and confirms the 550 Ma (mega
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annum) mainland assembly of Gondwana.
The paleoenvironment is simply the environment preserved in the rock record at
some point in the past.
This discovery can help scientists better understand the interaction between
geology and biology that triggered the evolution of complex life on Earth.

Malware in News - Netwire
Activist Rona Wilson filed a petition to Bombay HC, requesting the stay on
proceedings against him. He was in jail in connection with the violence case of
Bhima Koregaon.
Highlights:
Mr. Wilson's defense team hired Arsenal Consulting, a digital forensics consulting
company.
The report states that Mr. Wilson's computer has been under the control of the
attacker for 22 months
His goal is to transfer incriminating documents onto Wilson's computer, which
forms the basis of the case against him.
About NetWire: It is a well-known malware. It is also one of the most active. This
is a remote access Trojan (RAT) that allows an attacker to control the infected
system. Such malware may record keystrokes and destroy passwords. Malware
essentially has two things: (1) Data exfiltration (stealing data); (2) Infiltrating a
system

Bhuvan Portal byIndian Space Research Organization
The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) and MapmyIndia collaborated to
establish an indigenous geospatial portal called "Bhuvan". This is in line with the
new guidelines for the Indian Geo-Spatial Sector discussed above.
Highlights:
Geospatial Portal (Bhuvan) is a web portal used to find and access geographic
information (geospatial information) and related geographic services (display,
editing, analysis, etc.) through the Internet.
MapmyIndia's database will be connected with ISRO's high-end satellite catalog
and earth observation data, which are generated through its satellite constellation.
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This collaboration will enable them to jointly identify and build an overall
geospatial portal using Earth observation datasets, Navigation in Indian
Constellation (NavIC), Web Services and APIs (application programming
interfaces) available in MapmyIndia.
Application Programming Interfaces (API) is a software intermediary that allows
two applications to communicate with each other.
It is a computing interface used to define the interaction between multiple software
intermediaries
Significance of the Portal:
True Maps: According to the information provided by the Indian government, its
services will reflect the true borders of the country
Protects Privacy: By using MapmyIndia maps & apps instead of foreign map apps,
users can better protect their privacy. Foreign search engines and companies claim
to provide "free" maps, but in reality, they make money by advertising to the same
user, infringing on user privacy, and auctioning private location and mobile data.
However, no such advertisements are provided in MapmyIndia.
Atma Nirbhar Bharat: As an Indian platform, it is fully consistent with the
government's Atma Nirbhar Bharat mission.

Guinea Declares Ebola Outbreak
After three deaths in the southeast of the country, Guinea declared an Ebola
outbreak. According to reports, another four people were infected, bringing the total
to seven. This is the first time the disease has been reported in the country since the
outbreak broke out in 2016.
Ebola virus disease:
Ebola virus disease (EVD), formerly known as Ebola hemorrhagic fever, is a rare
but serious but usually fatal disease. The virus spreads to humans through wild
animals and spreads among humans through human-to-human transmission.
Transmission: Fruit bats of the pterosaur family are natural hosts of Ebola virus.
Ebola virus spreads through direct contact (through broken skin or mucous
membranes) with the following diseases: blood or body fluids of people who have
infected or died of Ebola virus.
Objects whose bodies have been contaminated with body fluids (such as blood,
feces, vomit) of people who have been infected with Ebola virus or have died of
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Ebola virus.
The average fatality rate of EVD is about 50%. In past outbreaks, the fatality rate
has ranged from 25% to 90%.

Hyundai Designed TIGER X-1 - A New Concept Vehicle
Hyundai Motor Group has designed a walking car concept robot called TIGER,
which stands for transforming intelligent ground tour robot. The robot consists of
wheels that can adapt to navigate in challenging terrain. The Ultimate Mobility
Vehicle (UMV) can not only walk on the earth but also on other planets when it is
stuck or needs to drive on difficult terrain.
Highlights:
Tiger X-1 is the first version of TIGER. The robot is based on a modular platform
architecture. The robot has 360-degree directional control, which is helpful for
ground assessment in disaster-prone areas.
The vehicle does not carry passengers, but can carry goods and sensors to remotely
observe the surrounding environment.
TIGER aims to operate autonomously. It consists of a complicated leg and wheel
motion system.
The UMV has the characteristics of robotics and wheeled motion technology.
Therefore, the vehicle can traverse difficult terrain.
In addition, it can be connected with drones. Drones can help charge UMVs and
deliver them to inaccessible locations. In an emergency, the tiger can be used to
carry goods, to transport or transport first aid kits.
Tiger is the second UMV of Hyundai Motor Group. Hyundai Motor Group's first
UMV was launched at the 2019 Consumer Electronics Show. It includes functions
such as movable legs. It can be raised and is designed to transport passengers.
Hyundai Motor Company is a multinational automobile manufacturer in South
Korea. Its headquarters are in Seoul. The company was established in 1967.

Launch of Technograhis
Launched the online registration module of TECHNOGRAHIS.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) launched the
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TECHNOGRAHIS registration module.
TECHNOGRAHIS students are from IIT, NIT, engineering, planning and
architecture colleges, teachers, academicians and stakeholders.
They can register and visit Live Laboratories at the six Light House Project (LHP)
sites to learn, consult, generate ideas and solutions, conduct experiments, innovate,
and increase technological awareness.
This will help them to obtain first-hand information about the technologies used,
so that they can adapt and adopt these technologies in accordance with the
requirements of the construction sector using the "Make in India" approach.
About Light House Project (LHP):
Under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U), LHP is being
constructed as part of the Global Housing Technology Challenge-India (GHTCIndia).
LHP is a model housing project.
Approximately 1,000 houses in each location are building with related
infrastructure facilities.
This technological revolution is cost-effective, environment- friendly, strong in
disaster resistance, and can speed up construction.
This initiative will prove to be an important driving force for India's technological
transformation.

WHO Identified Three New Variants of Coronavirus
The WHO has identified three new variants of the coronavirus originating from the
United Kingdom, Brazil and South Africa.
Highlights:
Of these three viruses identified, the latest South African variant is called
20H/501Y.V2 or B.1.351, which is different from the British variant and seems to
be more infectious than the original virus.
According to the New York Times, this South African variant carries a mutation
called N501Y, which seems to make it more contagious or easily spread.
In addition, the World Health Organization stated that this variant "is less likely to
be neutralized by antibodies than previous variants."
Variation means difference. Letter changes in the genome. Viral mutations are a
natural part of evolution.
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As millions of people have been infected, this fact has increased the pressure for
the development of the virus.
For SARS-CoV-2, which is a ribonucleic acid (RNA) virus, mutation refers to a
change in the sequence of its molecules.
When RNA viruses make mistakes in the process of replicating themselves,
mutations in RNA viruses usually occur.

NASA Perseverance is in its Final Stretch
Seven months after leaving the earth, NASA's perseverance finally reached the
destination Mars.
Perseverance Rover:
Perseverance Rover was Launched in July 2020. It is expected to land on Mars at
Jezero Crater. Perseverance's main task is to find signs of ancient life and collect
samples of rocks and conglomerates to return them to earth.
Through the radioactive decay heat of plutonium, electricity can power
perseverance. NASA is determined to keep the shape memory alloy stable on the
surface of Mars. Persistent drilling, cameras and laser equipment will explore Mars.
NASA's previous missions to Mars:
Since the launch of the "Mars Pathfinder" mission in 1997, NASA has been
transporting rover on Mars. With the successful completion of the mission, NASA
decided to continue to Mars to find evidence. For the second time, the space
organization sent the dual-stream rover "Spirit and Opportunity" to Mars in 2003.
The third attempt was to send Curiosity in 2012.

PiMo- eBike Launched by IIT Madras
Pi Beam is an emerging company incubated by IIT Madras, and recently launched
an electric two-wheeler named "PiMO".
Highlights:
Pi Beam's goal is to sell 10,000 vehicles by the end of the 2021-22 fiscal year. The
bicycle was founded by IIT Madras Alum Visakh Sasikumar. 100 customers have
booked electric bicycles.
Electric two-wheelers charge faster than smartphones. Sustainable and affordable
bicycles can travel 50 kilometers.
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Launched electric bicycles to meet personal and commercial needs. Its price is Rs.
30,000. It does not require a license or registration.
Electric bicycles will provide green and convenient transportation on Indian roads.
90% of important bicycle components such as batteries and controllers are
manufactured in India. Therefore, it is one of the few electric vehicles that follow
the "Made in India" spirit in the local market.
Electric bicycles are between electric bicycles and entry-level electric scooters. Its
top speed is 25 kmph. Compared with electric bicycles, electric bicycles have a
larger driving range. Bicycles also provide "battery swap" technology.
Using battery swap technology, a depleted battery can be replaced with a fully
charged battery at a designated location.
Pi Beam Electric is a start-up company incubated by Madras. The company
provides a series of green, stylish, affordable and easy-to-use EV solutions for
personal and commercial use. IT also provides end-to-end micro-transportation
sustainable electric vehicles. Electric vehicles are data-driven and can increase the
productivity of last-mile logistics and transportation.

PLI Scheme for Telecom and Networking Products
The Union Cabinet has approved the PLI scheme for Telecom and Network
Products.
Highlights:
This scheme is part of the overall scheme approved by the Cabinet in November
2020, which aims to implement Production Linked-Incentives (PLI) for various
ministries/departments.
This is a continuation of the "Atmanirbhar Bharat" strategy, which aims to increase
India's manufacturing capabilities and exports.
Support under this plan will be provided to companies/entities engaged in the
production of specific telecommunications and networking products in India.
Eligibility will be further subject to reaching the minimum threshold of cumulative
incremental investment within four years, as well as the incremental sales of
finished goods net of taxes (as distinct from traded goods) in the base year
2019-2020.
Cumulative investment can be made at one time, but it must meet the annual
cumulative threshold of four years.
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Anniversary of CSIR-Central Drug Research Institute
The 70th anniversary celebrations of the CSIR-Central Drug Research Institute is
on 17 February, 2021.
About CSIR-Central Drug Research Institute:
CSIR-The Central Drug Research Institute is located in Lucknow and is one of the
main research institutions in India.
CDRI (Central Drug Research Institute) was established in 1951 as a constituent
body of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR).
It engages in basic chemical and biomedical research to promote the discovery and
development of new drugs.
It also applies to the field of understanding disease biology.
The Drug Research Institute has transferred over 130 indigenous technologies to
pharmaceutical companies, contributing to the growth and development of the
Indian pharmaceutical sector.

Study on Beema Bamboo Crash Barrier
Experts from the Visvesvaraya National Institute of Technology (VNIT) in Nagpur
are studying the design of a crash barrier made of beema bamboo and coir fibre.
These were developed as low-cost alternatives to steel barriers to reduce the
number of fatalities in highway accidents.
Highlights:
Crash Barrier:Install a five-feet long bamboo fence deep in the concrete slab and
tie it together with strong coir ropes. It is estimated that the cost of Bema bamboo
barrier is one third of that of conventional metal barrier.
Beema Bamboo: Beema or Bheema bamboo is a modified bamboo designed to
replace traditional bamboo in the Indian subcontinent, especially in the northeast,
making it strong, durable, fast-growing and tall. This bamboo grows well in
southern India. It is mainly a local product of Karnataka and adjacent areas
Coir: Coir fiber or coconut fiber is a natural fiber extracted from outer coconut
husk and can be used in products such as floor mats, door mats, brushes and
mattresses. Coir's name comes from kayar, which means cord or rope in Tamil and
Malayalam.
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Significance:Tensile Strength, Fire Resistance, Elasticity, Weight

Software Defined Radio (SDR) for Indian Army
Indian Army Software Defined Radio (SDR) under the Aatmanirbhar Bharat
Abhiyaan.
Highlights:
In order to provide soldiers with technical advantages to enable them to fight a war
in a net-centric battle space, existing radio equipment will soon be replaced by
indigenously developed Software-Defined Radio (SDR).
SDR has enhanced data transmission capabilities, enhanced voice clarity and data
transmission accuracy in a noisy spectrum environment, supports multiple
waveforms, higher system security and better communication survivability in clear
and secure mode to meet the operational needs of the Indian Army.
The Indian Army is transforming its communications system by purchasing
Very/Ultra High Frequency (V/UHF) armored SDRs in the Make-II category.
Background: Communication is essential to all military operations. The Combat
Net Radio (CNR) is the mid-stream pillar of the Indian Army's communications on
the battlefield. Contemporary CNR equipment in the Indian Army only supports
voice communications, with limited or no data transmission capability.

Greenpeace Analysis On Economic Cost Of Air Pollution
According to Greenpeace Southeast Asia (an NGO) analysis of economic losses
caused by air pollution, PM 2.5 air pollution will cause about 54,000 lives in Delhi
by 2020. PM 2.5 refers to fine particles with a diameter of less than 2.5
micrometers. It can cause breathing problems and reduce visibility. It is an
endocrine disruptor that can affect insulin secretion and insulin sensitivity, leading
to diabetes.
Highlights:
Report on Indian Cities:
Delhi: In July 2020, Greenpeace found that in the 28 global cities under study,
despite the strict implementation of the Covid-19 lockdown, Delhi still suffers the
highest economic cost from air pollution, and it is estimated loss of 24,000 lives in
the first half of 2020.
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In 2020, Delhi's air pollutant levels are still nearly six times higher than the annual
average limit of 10 micrograms/m3 set by the World Health Organization (WHO).
The estimated economic loss related to air pollution is US$8.1 billion, which is
13% of Delhi's annual Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
Mumbai: An estimated 25,000 avoidable deaths in Mumbai by 2020 are due to air
pollution caused by PM 2.5 and Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2).
Other Cities:In the global analysis, the losses caused by air pollution in other
cities (Mumbai, Bangalore, Chennai, Hyderabad and Lucknow) are equally
worrying.
Bangalore, Chennai and Hyderabad estimate the avoidable deaths due to air
pollution to be approximately 12,000, 11,000 and 11,000 respectively.
Global Scenario: In the five most populous cities in the world-Delhi (India),
Mexico City (Mexico), Sao Paulo (Brazil), Shanghai (China) and Tokyo (Japan),
about 1,600,000 people worldwide have died from PM 2.5 air pollution.
In 2020, the estimated economic cost of PM 2.5 air pollution in 14 cities included
in the analysis exceeds US$5 billion.
Initiatives to Control Air Pollution In India: Bharat Stage (BS) VI norms,
Dashboard for Monitoring Air Quality, National Clean Air Programme, National
Air Quality Index (AQI), National Ambient Air Quality Standards, Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY).
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ENVIRONMENT
Nesting of Olive Ridley Begins in Pudhucherry
The large-scale nesting of olive Ridley turtles has finally begun on the Puducherry
coastline. However, the traditional sea turtle migration season may be delayed due
to climate change or changes in climatic conditions due to the impact of hurricanes
Nivar and Burevi. Now, female Olive Ridley tortoises are leaving hundreds of eggs
in their nests. So far, the team has collected more than 4,000 eggs.
Highlights:
The Puducherry coastline is one of the migration routes of these turtles to Orissa.
Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 lists coastlines.
The scientific name of the tortoise is Lepidochelys olivacea. It is commonly
referred to as the Pacific Ridley turtle. This species belongs to the Che family.
Among all sea turtles found in the world, it is the second smallest and the most
abundant. Generally, Sea turtles are found in warm and tropical waters. It mainly
exists in the Pacific and Indian Oceans. It is also found in the warm waters of the
Atlantic Ocean.
These turtles are known for their unique large-scale nesting. Large nesting is called
arribada. During this process, large numbers of female turtles gather on the same
beach and lay their eggs. They lay their eggs in a cone-shaped nest 1.5 feet deep.
The turtles used their back flippers to dig their nests. These turtles are carnivorous.
They feed on jellyfish, sea urchins, capsules, snails, moss, bivalves, crabs and
shrimps.
In the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources
(IUCN), these turtles are classified as vulnerable species. It is also listed in CITES
Appendix I. These lists stopped large-scale commercial development and trade in
sea turtle skins.

Elephants Died in Karlapat Wildlife Sanctuary
Six elephants died of Haemorrhagic Septicaemia (HS) in the Karlapat Wildlife
Sanctuary in the Kalahandi district of Odisha.
Haemorrhagic septicaemia (HS):
It is a disease that infects animals in contact with contaminated water or soil
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through infectious bacteria (Pasteurella multocida). In this disease, the respiratory
tract and lungs of the animal are infected, resulting in severe pneumonia. It mainly
affects water buffalo, cattle and bison, and has a high mortality rate among infected
animals. About 40 buffaloes in Kendrapara, Odisha, died from this infection. The
disease usually spreads around the monsoons.
Karlapat Wildlife Sanctuary:
Location: It is located in the Kalahandi districts of Odisha, covering an area of
more than 175 square kilometers.
Vegetation: Dry Deciduous Forest.
Mammals: Elephants, Leopards, Gaur, Sambar, Barking deer, Indian wolf, Malbar
giant squirrel, Pangolin, etc.
Birds: Peacock, Hornbill, Red jungle fowl, etc.
Reptilians: Mugger, crocodile, monitor lizard etc.
Flora: Sal, Bija, Bamboo, medicinal plants, etc.
Water Body: Phurlijharan waterfall is located in the sanctuary.

Population Tracking of Leopard Gets New Approach
In areas where spotted cats are black or black, wildlife experts face a long-term
challenge. They need to estimate the density of leopards. Experts from three
organizations (one of which is located in Aaranyak, Assam) proposed a system that
can accurately estimate the leopard population in areas where rosettes and melanin
individuals are mixed.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change issued the Leopard
Status Report. The population of leopard has been estimated using camera trapping
methods.
There are 12,852 leopards in India as of 2018, an increase of 60% since 2014.
It is found that the highest concentration of leopards is found in Madhya Pradesh
(3,421), followed by Karnataka (1,783) and Maharashtra (1,690).
Panthera pardus fusca is the Scientific name of Indian leopard and is a subspecies
of leopard widely distributed on the Indian subcontinent.
In the Red List of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), this
leopard is classified as a vulnerable group because the population has decreased
after habitat loss and fragmentation, which is an illegal act of poaching skin and
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body parts.
The leopard population has increased by 60% from 2016 to 2018. The State of
Madhya Pradesh has the highest number of leopards in India.

Species in news - Leatherback Sea Turtle
Some conservationists worry about the fate of Giant Leatherback turtles. NITI
Aayog made recommendations for tourism and port development in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands.
Highlights:
NITI Aayog's tourism vision includes a proposal to establish a mega-shipment port
in Galathea Bay on Greater Nicobar Island.
In addition, the Little Andaman Plan also proposes to develop tourism in stages on
this undeveloped island, which may lead to the cancellation of protection of more
than 200 square kilometers of rainforest and approximately 140 square kilometers
of Onge Tribal Reserve.
Leatherback sea turtle (Dermochelys coriacea):
It is the largest of the 7 species of sea turtles.
Other species: Olive Ridley, Green turtle, Hawksbill turtle, Loggerhead turtle,
Leatherback turtle.
Except for Loggerhead, the remaining four species nest along the coast of India.
It can be found in all oceans except the Arctic and Antarctic.
Within the Indian Ocean, they only nest in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands.
Since there is no bony shell, it is easy to distinguish from other modern sea turtles.
They are listed in Schedule I of India's Wildlife Protection Act 1972.

Fossils of Coelacanth Were Found
A group of paleontologists discovered the fossils of coelacanth, a giant fish,
regarded as a iconic example of "living fossil". The discovered fossil of the
Coelacanth is thought to be 66 million years ago in the Cretaceous period.
Highlights:
Coelacanths are elusive deep-sea creatures that live at a depth of 2,300 feet below
the surface of the water.
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It is thought that they were extinct among the dinosaurs 65 million years ago. But
its discovery in 1938 sparked a debate about how this lobe-finned fish adapted to
the evolution of terrestrial animals
There are only two known species of coelacanth: one lives near the Comoros
Islands on the east coast of Africa, and other lives in the waters off Sulawesi,
Indonesia.
Living Fossil:A Living Fossil is a creature that has remained unchanged since the
early geological era, and its close relatives are usually extinct. In addition to
Coelacanths, Horsehoe crab and Ginkgo trees are examples of living fossils.
However, paleontologists discovered in their new research that the Coelacanth
acquired 62 new genes from encounters with other species 10 million years ago.
This shows that they are actually developing, albeit slowly.
IUCN Status: Critically Endangered
CITES Status: Appendix I

Black Storks Were Seen in Sigur Plateau
The black stork was found on the Sigur Plateau in Nilgris. Researchers say that
black storks are extremely rare in the area.
Black Storks:
They are found on many continents, but in winter in the northern hemisphere, they
mainly migrate to India and South Africa.
They settle in an ancient quiet forest, and the nest is placed on a large tree, usually
close to open spaces (slope, clear forest), which makes them easy to enter. Their
hunting grounds include streams and creeks, swamp ponds and grasslands with low
vegetation.
Most of their threats are due to habitat destruction and hunting.
The IUCN Red List lists the black stork as the species of least concern. But their
population is decreasing, mainly due to deforestation and habitat destruction. The
black stork was also hunted. During the migration, many storks died when they
collided with electric wires.

Gangetic River Dolphin Beaten to Death
In the city of Pratapgarh in Uttar Pradesh, a Gangetic Dolphin was beaten to death.
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According to the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972, killing the Ganges river dolphin
is a punishable crime.
About Gangetic Dolphin
Scientific Name: Platanista gangetica
These are generally blind.
They capture prey by emitting ultrasound waves that reach the prey.
These are also called Susu.
Found mainly in the Indian subcontinent, especially in the Ganga-BrahmaputraMeghna and Karnaphuli-Sangu river systems and tributaries of the Ganges.
Threats: Dam construction, Pollution, excessive silting and sand mining.
It has been recognized as a National Aquatic Animal by the Indian government
It is the official animal of Guwahati in Assam.
IUCN status: Endangered
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BILLS & ACTS
Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Bill 2021 Passed on 12th February
Lok Sabha passed the Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Act 2021. The
bill was passed by voice vote on February 12, 2021.
Highlights:
Minister of Justice Ravi Shankar Prasad introduced the bill in Lok Sabha on
February 4, 2021, but the terms of the bill have passed a decree issued on
November 4, 2020.
The Minister of Law emphasized India wants to be an excellent hub for arbitration.
Therefore, the government has passed the bill and is working hard to make India an
important hub for domestic and international arbitration.
Provisions of the Bill: The Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Bill 2021
involves domestic and international arbitration. It also defines the law for
conducting mediation procedures. It replaces the decree containing the same
provisions issued on November 4, 2020. The bill will amend the 1996 Arbitration
and Settlement Act.
Arbitration and Conciliation Act 1996: The bill regulates domestic arbitration in
India. The bill was amended in 2015. Another amendment was passed in Lok Sabha
in August 2019.
Arbitration is a form of ADR (alternative dispute resolution). Under this
mechanism, disputes are resolved outside the court. Disputes are decided by one or
more people called "arbitrators."
The arbitrator provides an arbitration award, which is legally binding on both
parties. The ruling can also be enforced in the court. It is usually used to resolve
commercial disputes especially related to international commercial transactions.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Women Excellence Award 2021 by SERB
SERB ( Science and Engineering Research Board) announces Women Excellence
Award 2021. SERB awarded four young female researchers from the National
Science Academies in recognition of their outstanding performance in science and
engineering.
Highlights:
SERB awarded four young female researchers from the National Science
Academies in recognition of their outstanding performance in science and
engineering on the International Women's and Girls' Day in Science in 2021
The award is the funding of Rs 15 lakh for three-year scientists for their research.
The Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB) is a statutory body
established by an Act of Parliament.
Supporting basic research in emerging science and engineering fields is the
primary and distinctive mandate of the Board.
The SERB Act 2008 is parliamentary legislation establishing Board.
It operates under the Department of Science and Technology, GOI.

Sanctuary Lifetime Service Award For Theodore Baskaran
S. Theodore Baskaran is a writer, historian, naturalist, and activist who has won the
2020 Sanctuary Reserve Lifetime Service Award. The award was established by the
Sanctuary Nature Foundation.
Highlights:
Theodore Baskaran was selected for the award for his dedication to wildlife
protection. He won the award for his writing ability in English and Tamil for his
contribution to the protection of discourse.
In the context of inspiring young naturalists, he was also selected for the award.
Theodore believes that any conservation initiative should be expressed in local
languages to promote the people's movement.
He won the Lifetime Achievement Award (Iyal Virudu) for writing a book on
nature in Tamil. The award was awarded by the Canadian Literary Park in Toronto
in 2014. Some of his English books include: "Dance of the Sarus: Essays of a
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Wandering Naturalist; Book of Indian Dogs and A Day with the Shama: Essays on
Nature.
Theodore Baskaran:
He was born in Tamil Nadu in 1940. He is an Indian film historian and wildlife
conservationist. He completed his school at St. Johns College in Palayamkottai. He
received a bachelor's degree in history from Madras Christian University in 1960.
He worked as a researcher at the National Archives of Tamil Nadu.
Later, in 1964, he joined the Indian Post Office as the head of the department. In
the Indo-Pakistani War in Shillong in 1971, he also served as the "War Effort
Special Officer." He is prolific in Tamil. Baskaran's Tamil works include Vaanil
Parakkum Pullelam and Kal Mel Nadandha Kaalam.

Awards by Animal Welfare Board of India
The Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI), the country's highest welfare agency
and protection of animals, which is based on section 4 of the Prevention of Cruelty
Act to animals, 1960 awarded 14 Prani Mitra Awards and the JeevDaya Award in
2021 for outstanding performance of individuals, organizations and companies in
the areas of Animal welfare.
Animal Welfare Board of India
Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI), headquartered in Ballabhgarh, Haryana
State is a statutory advisory body that provides advisory services to the Indian
government's Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying (Department
of Animal husbandry and Dairying). It was previously located in Chennai
The Animal Welfare Board of India was established in 1962 and is part of India's
1960 Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act. The well-known humanitarian Rukmini
Devi Arundale helped establish the Board of Directors and is its first chairman.
The following were awarded with the Prani Mitra and JeevDaya Awards in their
respective fields: 1. JeevDaya Award (Animal Welfare Organization) Dhyan Foundation, New Delhi
and Animal Aid Charitable Trust, Udaipur, Rajasthan.
2. Prani Mitra Award (Individual) Shri Yogender Kumar, New Delhi, Shri Manish
Saxena, Jaipur, Rajasthan and Shri Shyam Lal Chaubisa, Udaipur, Rajasthan.
3. Prani Mitra Award (Shaurya) Shri Anil Gandas, Gurugram, Haryana, Late Smt.
Kalpana Vasudevan, Coimbatore, Tamilnadu.
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4. Prani Mitra Award (Life Time Animal Service) Maj. Gen. (Retd) Dr. R. M.
Kharb, AVSM, Gurugram, Haryana, Dr. S. Chinny Krishna, Chennai, Tamilnadu
and Dr. S.R. Sundaram, Chennai, Tamilnadu.
5. Prani Mitra Award (Animal Welfare Organization) World Sankirtan Tour Trust,
Hodal, Haryana, Shri Karuna Foundation Trust, Rajkot, Gujarat and People for
Animals, Ahmedabad, Gujarat.
6. Prani Mitra Award (Corporate) Tata Trust Foundation, Mumbai, Maharashtra.
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SPORTS
National Table Tennis Title Winner - Manika Batra
Manika Batra won the 82nd National Senior Table Tennis Championship. She
defeated Reeth Rishya 8-11, 10-12, 11-1, 11-9, 11-5, 11-6 at the Tau Devi Lal
Stadium in Panchkula.
Highlights:
Batra will now participate in two WTT (World Team Tennis) contender
competitions starting on February 28th.
Next are the World Olympic Qualifiers and the Asian Olympic Qualifiers
scheduled to be held in Doha on March 14th and 18.
Manika Batra: She is a table tennis player in India. As of November 2020, she is
the highest-ranked female table tennis player. She is ranked 63rd in the world. The
player specializes in long-pimples on her backhand. Top players usually don't play.
In 2020, she also won the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award.
Achievements of Manika: She won a silver medal in the 2011 Chile Open (under
21) category. She also represented India in the 2014 Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow. She completed the quarter-finals. She also participated in the 2014 Asian
Games. In 2015, Manika Batra won three medals at the Commonwealth Table
Tennis Championships. In 2018, she was the only Indian to receive the
"Breakthrough Star Award" from ITTF. Although in 2020, she was unable to get a
position in the women's team competition of the Tokyo Olympics in India.
Indian table tennis is a popular indoor leisure sport in the country. It mainly
performed in West Bengal, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Gujarat. The Indian
Table Tennis Federation is the official sports organization of the sport. As of 2019,
the Indian men's team ranked 10th in the world and the women's team ranked 22nd.
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ARTS & CULTURE
Tholpavakkoothu by Robot in Kerala
A shadow puppet in Tholpavakkoothu, a famous temple art in Kerala, was
animated by a robot. It is the traditional temple art of Kerala, which has its roots in
Palakkad and surrounding areas.
Highlights:
Tholpavakkoothu is mainly confined to the Pulavar family in the Shoranur area of
Palakkad. Among the ancient artworks of Kerala, tholpavakkoothu or shadow play
occupies an important position. This is a model of cultural integration between the
Aryans and Dravidians.
Tholpavakkoothu is an annual festival, a ritual art performed in the Kaali temple in
the Palakkad area. It is also called Nizhalkkoothu and Olakkoothu. The theme of
the play is based on "Kamba Ramayana" (the Tamil version of the epic).
In Malayalam, Thol stands for leather, and pava stands for doll and koothu script.
Although the origin of this ritual art form is not yet clear, some people believe that
it can be traced back to 1200. It was once performed in the Bhadrakali temple in
Palakkad and told the story of Ramayana.
Tholpavakkoothu entertainment art is performed on a special stage called
koothumadam in the temple courtyard. It is executed using mythical characters and
the fire and lighting behind the screen.
The chief puppeter is called "Puzhawan". The musical instrument used in
Tholpavakkoothu is Ezhupara, Chenda and Maddalam etc.
Puppetry in India:
Andhra Pradesh Tholu Bommalata
Karnataka Togalu Gombeyaata
Maharashtra Charma Bahuli natya
Odisha Ravanachhaya
Kerala Tholpavakkoothu
Tamil Nadu Thol Bommalatam

Kalaripayattu Martial Art in Kerala
Kalaripayattu is a martial art that originated in Kerala from the 3rd century BC to
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the 2nd century AD.
Kalaripayattu:
Kalaripayattu is a martial art that belongs to Kerala. The term kalari first appeared
in Sangam literature to describe battlefields and battlefields. It is also considered to
be one of the oldest combat systems in existence. This practice is now practiced in
the contiguous area of Tamil Nadu, Kerala. The Kalaripayattu technique includes a
combination of steps (Chuvatu) and posture (Vadivu). Chuvatu literally means
"step", the basic step of martial arts. Vadivu literally means "posture" or position is
the basic feature of Kalaripayattu training. Named after animals, they usually have
eight.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
NASSCOM Technology and Leadership Forum (NTLF)
The forum is organized by NASSCOM and is a platform on which the technology
industry is celebrated for being a pillar of business development during the current
crisis, and the road map for the way ahead is formulated for building a better future
and demonstrating the importance of trust and responsible technology in a super
virtual world.
This is the 29th NTLF event, and the theme of 2021 is "Shaping the Future,
Towards a Better Normal".
About NASSCOM:
NASSCOM is a non-profit industry association.
It is the premier trade body and chamber of commerce in the Indian technology
industry. It is composed of more than 2,800 member companies, including India
and multinational organizations with branches in India.
NASSCOM is committed to accelerating the pace of industry transformation,
making it the preferred driving force for global digital transformation.
NASSCOM was established in 1988, and its stated mission is to help India's
technology products and service industries to be trustworthy and innovative on a
global scale.

India Energy Outlook 2021 - IEA
Ihe International Energy Agency (IEA) released the "India Energy Outlook 2021
Report", which explores the opportunities and challenges that India faces in seeking
to ensure reliable, affordable and sustainable energy for its growing population.
"India Energy Outlook 2021" is a new special report in the International Energy
Agency's "World Energy Outlook" series.
Highlights:
By 2030, India will replace the European Union as the world's third largest energy
consumer. This will be the largest share of energy demand growth in the next two
years, at 25%.
Currently, India is the world's fourth largest energy consumer after China, the
United States and the European Union.
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Under the current national policy scenario, India's Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
is estimated to grow to 8.6 trillion US dollars by 2040, and India's energy
consumption is expected to nearly double.
Before global pandemic, India's energy demand was expected to grow by nearly
50% between 2019 and 2030, but the growth during this period is now close to
35%.
In the past three decades, in terms of Purchasing Power Parity (PPP), India
accounted for approximately 10% of the World's Growth in Industrial Value-added.
By 2040, India will account for nearly 20% of the Global Growth in Industrial
value-added, and will lead the global growth of industrial final energy consumption
(especially steelmaking).
Although the government has introduced policies to promote petroleum
exploration and production and renewable energy, India's domestic oil and gas
production has been stagnant for many years, and India's growing energy demand
will make it more dependent on fossil fuel imports.
The increase in oil demand may double India's oil import bill to approximately
US$181 billion by 2030.
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SCHEMES
Child Protection Services Scheme Supports the Children
The Ministry of Women and Child Development, implements the Centrallysponsored Child Protection Services (CPS) scheme (formerly the Integrated Child
Protection scheme) under the protection of the Integrated Child Development
Services scheme, to provide support for children in difficult circumstances in all
states/UTs.
About the Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS):
The Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS) is a centrally sponsored scheme
implemented by the Union Ministry of Women and Child Development 2009-10.
The objective of ICPS is to create a safe and secure environment for children who
violate the law and children who need care and protection.
The scheme is based on the basic principles of protection of child rights and the
best interest of the child. This is an all-inclusive scheme that brings several existing
child protection programes under one roof and improves norms.
The scheme includes other basic interventions aimed at addressing issues that have
not been covered by earlier schemes so far.

Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension for BPL
Under the scheme, the widow's pension will be provided to widows belonging to
Below Poverty Line (BPL) households.
Highlights:
Under the scheme, the widow's pension will be provided to widows belonging to
Below Poverty Line households. This is a sub-scheme of the National Social
Assistance Program (NSAP) of the Ministry of Rural Development. According to
the scheme, the central assistance @ Rs. 300/- per month is provided to widows in
the 40-79 age group. When they reach 80, the pension amount will be increased to
Rs 500/- per month.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
First Woman to Lead WTO - Ngozi Okonjo Iweala
The economist of Nigeria Ngozi Okonjo Iweala was appointed as the head of the
World Trade Organization. She has become the first woman to hold this position.
Highlights:
With the rise of protectionism, she also became the first African to be responsible
for it. Okonjo-Iweala was appointed Director General by representatives of the 164
member states of the WTO.
The WTO is an organization that handles trade rules between countries based on
negotiated agreements. The appointment of African women was made after US
President Joe Biden approved the candidacy.
The appointment will take effect on March 1, 2021. background Former U.S.
President Donald Trump had earlier blocked his candidacy.
The United States also prohibits the appointment of any new judges to the WTO
Appellate Body. It freezes the WTO's ability to resolve wide-ranging and complex
trade disputes.
The US government blocked the appointment by arguing that the World Trade
Organization was slow and bureaucratic. The government also emphasized that
China does not have enough capacity to solve the problems caused by the Chinese
state-led economy.
The World Trade Organization (WTO) is an intergovernmental organization. This
agency is responsible for handling international trade between countries. It was
established in January 1995 under the
Marrakesh Agreement. In April 1994, the "Marrakesh Declaration" signed the
"Marrakesh Agreement." The agreement was signed in Marrakech, Morocco. The
agreement was signed by 123 countries in April 1994.
The Marrakesh Agreement replaced the General Agreement on Tariffs & Trade.
The agreement is a supplement to the agreement on sanitary and phytosanitary
measures, service trade, intellectual property rights and other issues.

Preeti Sinha Appointed as Executive Secretary of UNCDF
The United Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF) has appointed Preti
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Sinha as its executive secretary. She is an investment and development banker of
Indian origin.
Highlights:
The Executive Secretary will focus on providing microfinance assistance to
women, youth, and small and medium-sized enterprises in underserved
communities. The executive secretary is the highest level of leadership of UNCDF.
Ms. Preeti will oversee the organization's efforts to provide scalable impact so that
the international financial environment can serve the world's frontier and frontier
markets. She will put special emphasis on supporting the sustainable development
of youth, women, small and medium enterprises and small farmers. After being
appointed, she emphasized that her goal is to obtain a "C" in UNCDF (capital).
UNCDF was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 1966 to
promote economic development throughout the world. Its headquarters are in New
York. The organization helps provide microfinance to least developed countries
(LDCs). It also has the task of unlocking the full potential of public and private
funds. The organization provides public and private financing services to the poor
in 47 least developed countries in the world.
Least Developed Countries (LDC) is a list of developing countries that show the
lowest indicators of socio-economic development. The list is compiled by the
United Nations.
The countries with the lowest human development index scores in the world are
classified as least developed countries. This concept originated in the 1960s. The
United Nations listed the first group of least developed countries in Resolution
2768 (XXVI) adopted in 1971.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
Valentine's Day is Designated on 14 February
Valentine's Day is renowned on February 14 every year. This day is the anniversary
of the death of St. Valentine. To celebrate this day, all lovers in the world express
their feelings. People on valentine's day exchange gifts, cards, chocolates, flowers
and express their feelings.
Background:
The Valentine's Day is to commemorate the death anniversary of the Christian
martyr Saint Valentine. Valentine's Day is celebrated all over the world. In
Australia, Argentina, the United Kingdom, Canada, France, Mexico and South
Korea, the United States and other places, people generally celebrate this day.

World Day of Social Justice is on 20th February
February 20th is World Social Justice Day to promote gender equality, the rights of
indigenous peoples and immigrants. Social Justice day also focuses on achieving
the goal of full employment and social integration.
Highlights:
Social Day's purpose is to make people realize the importance of social justice,
spread equality, and eliminate discrimination and injustice.
On November 26, 2007, the United Nations General Assembly declared February
20 as the annual World Social Justice Day. In 2009, this day was first observed.
The theme of the 2019 World Social Justice Day is If you want peace and
development, work for social justice.
The theme of the 2020 World Social Justice Day is Closing the inequalities gap in
achieving social justice.
The theme of World Social Justice Day in 2021 is A Call for Social Justice in the
Digital Economy.

International Mother Language Day is on 21st February
Since 2000, an International Mother Tongue Day has been held on February 21
every year to promote the diversity of languages and cultures and the use of
multiple languages.
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Highlights:
The idea of celebrating International Mother Tongue Day is an initiative of
Bangladesh. It was approved at the UNESCO General Conference in 1999 and has
been observed all over the world since 2000.
UNESCO celebrates "Language Without Borders" on International Mother Tongue
Day 2020.
The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) declared 2008 as the International
Year of Languages. 40% of the global population cannot receive education in a
language they speak or understand.
However, in multilingual education based on mother tongue, especially in early
education, people have gained more and more understanding of its importance, and
progress is currently being made.
The Ministry of Human Resources and Development celebrates this day with
educational institutions and language institutions because Matribhasha Diwas is in
the country.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
MoU Between India and Japan on Training of Skilled Workers
On February 12, 2021, the Minister of State for Technological Development and
Entrepreneurship Raj Kumar Singh stated in Rajya Sabha's written reply that the
Government of India and the Government of Japan in January 2021 signed a
Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC)for the training of skilled workers.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Commerce signed on the basic framework of the partnership. The
agreement was signed to enable the "designated skilled worker" system to operate
normally.
According to the regulations of the Japanese Ministry of Commerce, skilled Indian
workers from 14 industries have been identified to increase employment
opportunities in Japan.
These skilled Indian workers are selected from the following industries: building
cleaning, care, industrial machinery manufacturing, material processing industry,
construction, electrical and electronic information related industries, automobile
maintenance, shipbuilding and shipbuilding related industries, aviation, agriculture,
accommodation, food and Beverage manufacturing, fishery and food service
industries.
In November 2016, India's Ministry of Skills Development and Entrepreneurship
(MSDE) and Japan's Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry signed a 10-year
"Manufacturing Skills Transfer Promotion Program" memorandum of cooperation
(MoC).
In terms of production line transfer, India-based Japanese Industry has launched 13
Japanese Institute of Manufacturing (JIM) and 5 Japanese Chartered Courses (JEC).
In addition, in October 2017, MSDE signed a MoC with the Indian Ministry of
Justice, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare of Japan, and invited candidates from India to Japan under the Technical
Intern Training Program (TITP).
The signing of this MoC on TITP aims to expand bilateral cooperation between
India and Japan in the field of skills development. It seeks to change the skills
ecosystem in India by sending and accepting technical interns from India to Japan.
Under the leadership of TITP, India has sent 220 candidates in the fields of
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construction, agriculture, manufacturing and healthcare to Japan.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When is Valentine's Day observed?
A.14 Feb
B.15 Feb
C.16 Feb
D.17 Feb

Answer A
Explanation Valentine's Day is renowned on February 14 every year. This day is the anniversary
of the death of St. Valentine.

2) True or False: A. Valentine's Day is renowned on February 14 every year.
B. The Valentines Day is to commemorate the death anniversary of the
Christian martyr Saint Valentine.
A.Only A is true
B.Only B is True
C.A and B are True
D.A is True B is False

Answer B
Explanation Valentine's Day is renowned on February 14 every year. This day is the anniversary
of the death of St. Valentine. To celebrate this day, all lovers in the world express their feelings.
People on valentines day exchange gifts, cards, chocolates, flowers and express their feelings.

3) True or False: A. Valentine's Day is renowned on February 14 every year.
B. The Valentines Day is to commemorate the death anniversary of the
Christian martyr Saint Valentine.
A.Only A is true
B.Only B is True
C.A and B are True
D.A is True B is False
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Answer B
Explanation Valentine's Day is renowned on February 14 every year. This day is the anniversary
of the death of St. Valentine. To celebrate this day, all lovers in the world express their feelings.
People on valentines day exchange gifts, cards, chocolates, flowers and express their feelings.

4) Which of the following countries celebrate Valentine's day?
A.UK
B.USA
C.Canada
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Valentine's Day is celebrated all over the world. In Australia, Argentina, the United
Kingdom, Canada, France, Mexico and South Korea, the United States and other places, people
generally celebrate this day.

5) The art Tholpavakkoothu belongs to which of the following state?
A.Kerala
B.Karnataka
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation Andhra Pradesh Tholu BommalataKarnataka Togalu GombeyaataMaharashtra
Charma Bahuli natyaOdisha RavanachhayaKerala TholpavakkoothuTamil Nadu Thol
Bommalatam

6) The art Thol Bommalatam belongs to which of the following state?
A.Kerala
B.Karnataka
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer C
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Explanation Andhra Pradesh Tholu BommalataKarnataka Togalu GombeyaataMaharashtra
Charma Bahuli natyaOdisha RavanachhayaKerala TholpavakkoothuTamil Nadu Thol
Bommalatam

7) The art Togalu Gombeyaata belongs to which of the following state?
A.Kerala
B.Karnataka
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation Andhra Pradesh Tholu BommalataKarnataka Togalu GombeyaataMaharashtra
Charma Bahuli natyaOdisha RavanachhayaKerala TholpavakkoothuTamil Nadu Thol
Bommalatam

8) The art Tholu Bommalata belongs to which of the following state?
A.Kerala
B.Karnataka
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer D
Explanation Andhra Pradesh Tholu BommalataKarnataka Togalu GombeyaataMaharashtra
Charma Bahuli natyaOdisha RavanachhayaKerala TholpavakkoothuTamil Nadu Thol
Bommalatam

9) The art Ravanachhaya belongs to which of the following state?
A.Odisha
B.Karnataka
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation Andhra Pradesh Tholu BommalataKarnataka Togalu GombeyaataMaharashtra
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Charma Bahuli natyaOdisha RavanachhayaKerala TholpavakkoothuTamil Nadu Thol
Bommalatam

10) The art Charma Bahuli natya belongs to which of the following state?
A.Maharashtra
B.Karnataka
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation Andhra Pradesh Tholu BommalataKarnataka Togalu GombeyaataMaharashtra
Charma Bahuli natyaOdisha RavanachhayaKerala TholpavakkoothuTamil Nadu Thol
Bommalatam

11) In Malayalam, Thol stands for ____________.
A.leather
B.doll
C.Script
D.Ramayana

Answer A
Explanation In Malayalam, Thol stands for leather, and pava stands for doll and koothu script.
Although the origin of this ritual art form is not yet clear, some people believe that it can be
traced back to 1200. It was once performed in the Bhadrakali temple in Palakkad and told the
story of Ramayana.

12) Tholpavakkoothu is traced back to _____________ ago.
A.1000
B.1100
C.1200
D.1300

Answer C
Explanation In Malayalam, Thol stands for leather, and pava stands for doll and koothu script.
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Although the origin of this ritual art form is not yet clear, some people believe that it can be
traced back to 1200. It was once performed in the Bhadrakali temple in Palakkad and told the
story of Ramayana.

13) Which of the following musical instrument used in Tholpavakkoothu?
A.Ezhupara
B.Chenda
C.Maddalam
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The chief puppeter is called "Puzhawan". The musical instrument used in
Tholpavakkoothu is Ezhupara, Chenda and Maddalam etc.

14) International Women's and Girls' Day in Science is on ____________.
A.Feb 11
B.Feb 12
C.Feb 13
D.Feb 14

Answer A
Explanation The second phase of the Vigyan Jyoti plan began on February 11, 2021. It started
on the occasion of the International Women's and Girls' Day in Science.

15) When was Vigyan Jyoti Programme initiated?
A.December 2019
B.December 2020
C.December 2017
D.December 2018

Answer A
Explanation The Vigyan Jyoti Project is a new project designed to encourage girls to be
interested in science and establish careers in this field. The plan was initiated by the Ministry of
Science and Technology (DST) in December 2019. Its purpose is to create a level playing field
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for active girls who want to pursue STEM.

16) The second phase of the Vigyan Jyoti plan began on ____________.
A.February 11, 2021
B.February 12, 2021
C.February 13, 2021
D.February 14, 2021

Answer A
Explanation The second phase of the Vigyan Jyoti plan began on February 11, 2021. It started
on the occasion of the International Women's and Girls' Day in Science.

17) Where is headquarters of The Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority of India?
A.Telangana
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Mumbai

Answer A
Explanation The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) is an
autonomous and statutory body in India. This agency is responsible for the supervision and
promotion of the insurance and reinsurance industry. It was established under the 1999 Insurance
Management and Development Authority Act. Headquartered in Hyderabad, Telangana.

18) Lok Sabha passed the Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Act 2021
was passed by voice vote on ____________.
A.February 12, 2021
B.February 13, 2021
C.February 14, 2021
D.February 15, 2021

Answer A
Explanation Lok Sabha passed the Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Act 2021. The bill
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was passed by voice vote on February 12, 2021.

19) Kalaripayattu is a martial art that originated in ___________.
A.Kerala
B.Karnataka
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation Kalaripayattu is a martial art that originated in Kerala from the 3rd century BC to
the 2nd century AD.

20) Where will 11th edition of Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav organized?
A.West Bengal
B.Darjeeling
C.Murshidabad
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The 11th edition will be organized in West Bengal, in Cooch Behar, Darjeeling and
Murshidabad. These festivals are organized under the initiative of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat.

21) When was Kailash Range as the battlefield during the Chinese offensive?
A.1962
B.1963
C.1964
D.1965

Answer A
Explanation The Kailash Range was the battlefield during the Chinese offensive in 1962, with
key battles in Rezang La and Gurung Hill. In 2020, the Indian army surprised the Chinese by
making a surprise attack on the Kailash Ridge in an operation.
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22) The Karakoram Range ends on the ______________ side of Pangong Tso.
A.north
B.south
C.northeast
D.northwest

Answer A
Explanation The Karakoram Range ends on the north side of Pangong Tso. The Kailash Range
originates from the south bank and extends northwest to more than 60 kilometers southeast.
Kailash ridge is characterized by rough, broken and uneven terrain, with a height between
4,000-5,500m.

23) Kailash ridge is characterized by rough, broken and uneven terrain, with a
height between ____________ .
A.4,000-5,500m
B.4,600-5,500m
C.4,000-5,600m
D.4,100-5,500m

Answer A
Explanation The Karakoram Range ends on the north side of Pangong Tso. The Kailash Range
originates from the south bank and extends northwest to more than 60 kilometers southeast.
Kailash ridge is characterized by rough, broken and uneven terrain, with a height between
4,000-5,500m.

24) SANKALP Stands for ____________.
A.Skills Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood
B.Skills Acquisition and Knowledge based Awareness for Livelihood
C.Skills Based Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Skills Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood (SANKALP) is a
result-oriented centrally funded program of the Ministry of Skills Development and
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Entrepreneurship (MSDE) funded by the World Bank, with a special focus on decentralized
programs and quality improvement.

25) Consider the following statements: A. Skills Acquisition and Knowledge
Awareness for Livelihood (SANKALP) is a result-oriented centrally funded
program. B. SANKALP aims to perform the tasks of the National Skills
Development Mission (NSDM).
A.A is true B is False
B.A is False B is true
C.A and B are true
D.A and B are False

Answer C
Explanation Skills Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood (SANKALP) is a
result-oriented centrally funded program of the Ministry of Skills Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) funded by the World Bank. SANKALP aims to perform the tasks of
the National Skills Development Mission (NSDM).

26) Skills Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood (SANKALP)
is funded by ______________.
A.World Bank
B.RBI
C.Asian Infrastructure Bank
D.Both A and B

Answer A
Explanation Skills Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood (SANKALP) is a
result-oriented centrally funded program of the Ministry of Skills Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) funded by the World Bank, with a special focus on decentralized
programs and quality improvement.

27) When foundation stone for the Red Fort laid?
A.1618
B.1620
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C.1632
D.1630

Answer A
Explanation After Shah Jahan was in power from Agra for 11 years, he decided to move to Delhi
and laid the foundation for the Red Fort in 1618. For the inauguration in 1647, the main hall of
the palace was covered with ornate tapestries, covered with Chinese silk and Turkish velvet.

28) When was inauguration for Redfort held?
A.1647
B.1646
C.1645
D.1644

Answer A
Explanation After Shah Jahan was in power from Agra for 11 years, he decided to move to Delhi
and laid the foundation for the Red Fort in 1618. For the inauguration in 1647, the main hall of
the palace was covered with ornate tapestries, covered with Chinese silk and Turkish velvet.

29) ____________ is the public audience hall of the Red Fort.
A.Diwan-e-Aam
B.Pietra-Dura
C.Diwan-e-Khas
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Diwan-e-Aam is the public audience hall of the Red Fort. The Mughal emperor will
hold court here and meet with dignitaries and foreign envoys. The recess behind the platform is a
good example of Pietra-Dura's work in Italy.

30) Pietra-Dura's work is from _______________.
A.Italy
B.China
C.Russia
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D.Japan

Answer A
Explanation Diwan-e-Aam is the public audience hall of the Red Fort. The Mughal emperor will
hold court here and meet with dignitaries and foreign envoys. The recess behind the platform is a
good example of Pietra-Dura's work in Italy.

31) When Nadir shah plundered India?
A.1739
B.1729
C.1719
D.1839

Answer A
Explanation Diwan-e-Khas is decorated with rich flowers, inlaid with stone mosaics, and once
housed the famous Peacock Throne, which was plundered by Nadir Shah in 1739.

32) Turkey established the Turkish Space Agency (TUA) in _____________.
A.2012
B.2014
C.2016
D.2018

Answer D
Explanation Turkey established the Turkish Space Agency (TUA) in 2018, aiming to include a
few other countries in the space program.

33) Turkey plans to establish a "first contact with the moon" on the occasion
of the 100th anniversary of the founding of the nation in _____________..
A.2023
B.2024
C.2025
D.2026
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Answer A
Explanation Turkey plans to establish a "first contact with the moon" on the occasion of the
100th anniversary of the founding of the nation in 2023.

34) Turkey plans to establish a "first contact with the moon" on the occasion
of the ______________ anniversary of the founding of the nation in 2023.
A.100th
B.105th
C.110th
D.108th

Answer A
Explanation Turkey plans to establish a "first contact with the moon" on the occasion of the
100th anniversary of the founding of the nation in 2023.

35) Mario Draghi was formally sworn in as Italys new prime minister on
______________.
A.February 13, 2021
B.February 14, 2021
C.February 15, 2021
D.February 16, 2021

Answer A
Explanation Mario Draghi: Mario Draghi was former President of the European Central Bank.
He was formally sworn in as Italys new prime minister on February 13, 2021, when the country
experienced a fatal coronavirus pandemic and severe economic recession.

36) When was political campaign started in Italy?
A.Jan 2021
B.Feb 2021
C.March 2021
D.April 2021
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Answer A
Explanation This political campaign started in Italy in January 2021 and ended in February 2021
after Mario Draghi was sworn in as prime minister. The Italian government crisis included the
announcement of the withdrawal of IV support for the Giuseppe Conte government.

37) When was political campaign ended in Italy?
A.Feb 2021
B.May 2021
C.Aug 2021
D.Nov 2021

Answer A
Explanation Italian government crisis: This political campaign started in Italy in January 2021
and ended in February 2021 after Mario Draghi was sworn in as prime minister. The Italian
government crisis included the announcement of the withdrawal of IV support for the Giuseppe
Conte government.

38) The Arjun main battle tank project was initiated by ____________.
A.DRDO
B.Department of Operations
C.Both A and B
D.None

Answer C
Explanation The Arjun main battle tank project was initiated by DRDO and the Department of
Operations in 1972. The Vehicle Research and Development Agency (CVRDE) serves as its
main laboratory.

39) The Arjun main battle tank project was initiated by DRDO and the
Department of Operations in ____________.
A.1972
B.1973
C.1975
D.1976
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Answer A
Explanation The Arjun main battle tank project was initiated by DRDO and the Department of
Operations in 1972. The Vehicle Research and Development Agency (CVRDE) serves as its
main laboratory.

40) Srinivasa Ramanujan wass born in ____________.
A.1887
B.1888
C.1889
D.1890

Answer A
Explanation About Srinivasa Ramanujan: He was born in 1887. He is a child prodigy and has
put forward many mathematical conjectures and proofs. He also proposed solutions to equations
that were never solved or considered unsolved.

41) Where did Theodore Baskaran won Iyal Virudu Award?
A.Toronto
B.Victoria
C.Winnipeg
D.Ottawa

Answer A
Explanation He won the Lifetime Achievement Award (Iyal Virudu) for writing a book on
nature in Tamil. The award was awarded by the Canadian Literary Park in Toronto in 2014. Some
of his English books include: "Dance of the Sarus: Essays of a Wandering Naturalist; Book of
Indian Dogs and A Day with the Shama: Essays on Nature.

42) When did Theodore Baskaran won Iyal Virudu Award?
A.2014
B.2013
C.2012
D.2011
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Answer A
Explanation He won the Lifetime Achievement Award (Iyal Virudu) for writing a book on
nature in Tamil. The award was awarded by the Canadian Literary Park in Toronto in 2014. Some
of his English books include: "Dance of the Sarus: Essays of a Wandering Naturalist; Book of
Indian Dogs and A Day with the Shama: Essays on Nature.

43) When was Theodore Baskaran born?
A.1940
B.1950
C.1960
D.1970

Answer A
Explanation Theodore Baskaran:He was born in Tamil Nadu in 1940. He is an Indian film
historian and wildlife conservationist. He completed his school at St. Johns College in
Palayamkottai. He received a bachelor's degree in history from Madras Christian University in
1960. He worked as a researcher at the National Archives of Tamil Nadu.

44) Where was Theodore Baskaran born?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Karnataka
C.Kerala
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation Theodore Baskaran:He was born in Tamil Nadu in 1940. He is an Indian film
historian and wildlife conservationist. He completed his school at St. Johns College in
Palayamkottai. He received a bachelor's degree in history from Madras Christian University in
1960. He worked as a researcher at the National Archives of Tamil Nadu.

45) When did Theodore Baskaran received a bachelor's degree in history from
Madras Christian University?
A.1960
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B.1950
C.1955
D.1965

Answer A
Explanation Theodore Baskaran:He was born in Tamil Nadu in 1940. He is an Indian film
historian and wildlife conservationist. He completed his school at St. Johns College in
Palayamkottai. He received a bachelor's degree in history from Madras Christian University in
1960. He worked as a researcher at the National Archives of Tamil Nadu.

46) When Theodore Baskaran joined the Indian Post Office as the head of the
department?
A.1964
B.1965
C.1966
D.1967

Answer A
Explanation Later, in 1964, he joined the Indian Post Office as the head of the department. In the
Indo-Pakistani War in Shillong in 1971, he also served as the "War Effort Special Officer." He is
prolific in Tamil. Baskaran's Tamil works include Vaanil Parakkum Pullelam and Kal Mel
Nadandha Kaalam.

47) When was Indo-Pakistani War happened?
A.1974
B.1973
C.1972
D.1971

Answer D
Explanation Later, in 1964, he joined the Indian Post Office as the head of the department. In the
Indo-Pakistani War in Shillong in 1971, he also served as the "War Effort Special Officer." He is
prolific in Tamil. Baskaran's Tamil works include Vaanil Parakkum Pullelam and Kal Mel
Nadandha Kaalam.
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48) IUCN Status of Olive Ridley ______________.
A.Vulnerable
B.Extinct
C.Endangered
D.Critically Endangered

Answer A
Explanation In the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources
(IUCN), these turtles are classified as vulnerable species. It is also listed in CITES Appendix I.
These lists stopped large-scale commercial development and trade in sea turtle skins.

49) ____________ lay their eggs in a cone-shaped nest 1.5 feet deep.
A.Jellyfish
B.Sea urchins
C.Olive Ridley
D.Crabs

Answer C
Explanation Large nesting is called arribada. During this process, large numbers of female
turtles gather on the same beach and lay their eggs. Olive Ridley lay their eggs in a cone-shaped
nest 1.5 feet deep.

50) Olive Ridley lay their eggs in a cone-shaped nest _____________ feet deep.
A.1.5
B.1.0
C.2.0
D.2.5

Answer A
Explanation Large nesting is called arribada. During this process, large numbers of female
turtles gather on the same beach and lay their eggs. Olive Ridley lay their eggs in a cone-shaped
nest 1.5 feet deep.

51) Ngozi Okonjo Iweala has become the ____________ women to be
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appointed as the head of the World Trade Organization.
A.1st
B.2nd
C.3rd
D.4th

Answer A
Explanation The economist of Nigeria Ngozi Okonjo Iweala was appointed as the head of the
World Trade Organization. She has become the first woman to hold this position.

52) The appointment of Ngozi Okonjo Iweala will take effect on
_____________.
A.March 1, 2021
B.March 2, 2021
C.March 3, 2021
D.March 4, 2021

Answer A
Explanation The economist of Nigeria Ngozi Okonjo Iweala was appointed as the head of the
World Trade Organization. She has become the first woman to hold this position. The
appointment will take effect on March 1, 2021. background Former U.S. President Donald Trump
had earlier blocked his candidacy.

53) Okonjo-Iweala was appointed Director General by representatives of the
____________ member states of the WTO.
A.164
B.165
C.167
D.168

Answer A
Explanation With the rise of protectionism, she also became the first African to be responsible
for it. Okonjo-Iweala was appointed Director General by representatives of the 164 member
states of the WTO.
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54) When was World Trade Organization established?
A.Jan 1995
B.Feb 1995
C.Mar 1995
D.May 1995

Answer A
Explanation The World Trade Organization (WTO) is an intergovernmental organization. This
agency is responsible for handling international trade between countries. It was established in
January 1995.

55) When was Marrakesh Declaration signed?
A.April 1994
B.April 1995
C.April 1996
D.April 1997

Answer A
Explanation In April 1994, the "Marrakesh Declaration" signed the "Marrakesh Agreement."
The agreement was signed in Marrakech, Morocco. The agreement was signed by 123 countries
in April 1994.

56) How many countries signed Marrakesh Agreement?
A.123
B.125
C.128
D.131

Answer A
Explanation In April 1994, the "Marrakesh Declaration" signed the "Marrakesh Agreement."
The agreement was signed in Marrakech, Morocco. The agreement was signed by 123 countries
in April 1994.
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57) UNCDF was established by the United Nations General Assembly in
____________.
A.1966
B.1967
C.1968
D.1969

Answer A
Explanation UNCDF was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 1966 to
promote economic development throughout the world. Its headquarters are in New York.

58) Where is the headquarters of UNCDF?
A.London
B.Paris
C.New York
D.Switzerland

Answer C
Explanation UNCDF was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 1966 to
promote economic development throughout the world. Its headquarters are in New York.

59) Karlapat Wildlife Sanctuary is in _____________.
A.Odisha
B.West Bengal
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Kerala

Answer A
Explanation Six elephants died of Haemorrhagic Septicaemia (HS) in the Karlapat Wildlife
Sanctuary in the Kalahandi district of Odisha.

60) Which of the following found in Karlapat Wildlife Sanctuary?
A.Peacock, Hornbill, Red jungle fowl
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B.Mugger, crocodile, monitor lizard
C.Sal, Bija, Bamboo
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Mammals: Elephants, Leopards, Gaur, Sambar, Barking deer, Indian wolf, Malbar
giant squirrel, Pangolin, etc.Birds: Peacock, Hornbill, Red jungle fowl, etc.Reptilians: Mugger,
crocodile, monitor lizard etc.Flora: Sal, Bija, Bamboo, medicinal plants, etc.Water Body:
Phurlijharan waterfall is located in the sanctuary.

61) How many Union Territories in India have democratically elected
government?
A.3
B.2
C.1
D.4

Answer A
Explanation Puducherry, National Capital Territory of Delhi, Jammu and Kashmir are the three
UTs that have democratically elected governments like the states of India.

62) Who is the governor of Puducherry on Feb 18?
A.Kiran Bedi
B.Tamilisai Soundarajan
C.Manoj Sinha
D.None

Answer B
Explanation Kiran Bedi was removed as governor of Puducherry. Telangana Governor Tamilisai
Soundarajan was given extra cost to Union territory Until regular arrangements are made.

63) Who is the governor of Telangana?
A.Kiran Bedi
B.Tamilisai Soundarajan
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C.Manoj Sinha
D.None

Answer B
Explanation Kiran Bedi was removed as governor of Puducherry. Telangana Governor Tamilisai
Soundarajan was given extra cost to Union territory Until regular arrangements are made.

64) According to Article ____________, every UT in India shall be managed by
the President and managed by the administrator appointed by him.
A.239
B.240
C.241
D.242

Answer A
Explanation According to Article 239, every UT in India shall be managed by the President and
managed by the administrator appointed by him. It is called Lieutenant Governor in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Puducherry and Delhi.

65) IUCN Status of Indian leopard ____________.
A.Vulnerable
B.Extinct
C.Endangered
D.Critically Endangered

Answer A
Explanation In the Red List of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), this
leopard is classified as a vulnerable group because the population has decreased after habitat loss
and fragmentation, which is an illegal act of poaching skin and body parts.

66) The State of _____________ has the highest number of leopards in India.
A.Madhya Pradesh
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Rajasthan
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D.West Bengal

Answer A
Explanation The leopard population has increased by 60% from 2016 to 2018. The State of
Madhya Pradesh has the highest number of leopards in India.

67) Which state has the second highest concentration of Indian leopard?
A.Karnataka
B.Madya pradesh
C.Maharashtra
D.West Bengal

Answer A
Explanation There are 12,852 leopards in India as of 2018, an increase of 60% since 2014.It is
found that the highest concentration of leopards is found in Madhya Pradesh (3,421), followed by
Karnataka (1,783) and Maharashtra (1,690).

68) Which state has the 3rd highest concentration of Indian leopard?
A.Karnataka
B.Madya pradesh
C.Maharashtra
D.West Bengal

Answer C
Explanation There are 12,852 leopards in India as of 2018, an increase of 60% since 2014.It is
found that the highest concentration of leopards is found in Madhya Pradesh (3,421), followed by
Karnataka (1,783) and Maharashtra (1,690).

69) When was Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI) established?
A.1962
B.1961
C.1964
D.1963
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Answer A
Explanation The Animal Welfare Board of India was established in 1962 and is part of Indias
1960 Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act. The well-known humanitarian Rukmini Devi
Arundale helped establish the Board of Directors and is its first chairman.

70) Where is the headquarters of Animal Welfare Board of India?
A.Haryana
B.Chennai
C.Delhi
D.Mumbai

Answer A
Explanation Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI), headquartered in Ballabhgarh, Haryana
State is a statutory advisory body that provides advisory services to the Indian governments
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying (Department of Animal husbandry and
Dairying). It was previously located in Chennai.

71) Where is the Animal Welfare Board of India previously located?
A.Harayana
B.Chennai
C.Delhi
D.Kolkata

Answer B
Explanation Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI), headquartered in Ballabhgarh, Haryana
State is a statutory advisory body that provides advisory services to the Indian governments
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying (Department of Animal husbandry and
Dairying). It was previously located in Chennai

72) Prani Mitra and JeevDaya Awards were conferred by ____________.
A.Animal Welfare Board of India
B.Ministry of Forest
C.Department of Fisheries
D.None
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Answer A
Explanation The Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI), the countrys highest welfare agency
and protection of animals, which is based on section 4 of the Prevention of Cruelty Act to
animals, 1960 awarded 14 Prani Mitra Awards and the JeevDaya Award in 2021 for outstanding
performance of individuals, organizations and companies in the areas of Animal welfare.

73) Hyundai Motor Group's first UMV was launched at the _____________
Consumer Electronics Show
A.2019
B.2018
C.2017
D.2016

Answer A
Explanation Tiger is the second UMV of Hyundai Motor Group. Hyundai Motor Group's first
UMV was launched at the 2019 Consumer Electronics Show. It includes functions such as
movable legs. It can be raised and is designed to transport passengers.

74) Tiger is the ____________ UMV of Hyundai Motor Group.
A.1st
B.2nd
C.3rd
D.4th

Answer B
Explanation Tiger is the second UMV of Hyundai Motor Group. Hyundai Motor Group's first
UMV was launched at the 2019 Consumer Electronics Show. It includes functions such as
movable legs. It can be raised and is designed to transport passengers.

75) When was Hyundai Motor Company established?
A.1967
B.1968
C.1958
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D.1957

Answer A
Explanation Hyundai Motor Company is a multinational automobile manufacturer in South
Korea. Its headquarters are in Seoul. The company was established in 1967.

76) Hyundai Motor Company is a multinational automobile manufacturer in
____________.
A.South Korea
B.Philippines
C.Japan
D.China

Answer A
Explanation Hyundai Motor Company is a multinational automobile manufacturer in South
Korea. Its headquarters are in Seoul. The company was established in 1967.

77) Where is the headquarters of Hyundai Motor Company?
A.Seoul
B.Busan
C.Ulsan
D.Incheon

Answer A
Explanation Hyundai Motor Company is a multinational automobile manufacturer in South
Korea. Its headquarters are in Seoul. The company was established in 1967.

78) Bhashan Char Island is located about _____________ kilometers east of
Hatiya Island in southeast Bangladesh.
A.30
B.40
C.35
D.45
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Answer A
Explanation Bhashan Char Island was formed at the mouth of the Meghna River about twenty
years ago.This uninhabited island is located about 30 kilometers east of Hatiya Island in southeast
Bangladesh.

79) IUCN Status of Coelacanths is ____________.
A.Endangered
B.Critically endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer B
Explanation Coelacanths are elusive deep-sea creatures that live at a depth of 2,300 feet below
the surface of the water.IUCN Status: Critically EndangeredCITES Status: Appendix I

80) How many Prani Mitra awards were awarded by Animal Welfare Board
of India?
A.14
B.13
C.12
D.11

Answer A
Explanation The Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI), the countrys highest welfare agency
and protection of animals, which is based on section 4 of the Prevention of Cruelty Act to
animals, 1960 awarded 14 Prani Mitra Awards and the JeevDaya Award in 2021 for outstanding
performance of individuals, organizations and companies in the areas of Animal welfare.

81) Which country hosted the SAARC meeting held on Feb 18, 2021?
A.India
B.Nepal
C.Maldives
D.Srilanka
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Answer A
Explanation India hold a virtual health secretary-level meeting with the member states of the
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). The virtual conference held on
February 18, 2021.

82) India has proposed to contribute ____________ US dollars to the
Coronavirus Emergency Fund.
A.10 million
B.11 million
C.12 million
D.110 million

Answer A
Explanation SAARC members have established a Coronavirus Emergency Fund to respond to
the COVID-19 pandemic.The purpose of establishing the emergency fund is to reduce the risks
associated with the COVID-19 pandemic in South Asia.India has proposed to contribute 10
million US dollars to the fund. Other SAARC member states also support the move to establish a
fund proposed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

83) India recently donated ____________ doses of COVID-19 vaccine to
Afghanistan
A.500,000
B.100,000
C.200,000
D.400,000

Answer A
Explanation India recently donated 500,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Afghanistan, 2
million doses to Bangladesh, 1.7 million doses to Myanmar, 500,000 doses to Sri Lanka, 150,000
doses to Bhutan and Mauritius And Maldives each provided 100,000 doses, Nepal 1 million
doses, and Seychelles 50,000 doses.

84) India recently donated ____________ doses of COVID-19 vaccine to
Bangladesh
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A.2 million
B.1.7 million
C.500,000
D.150,000

Answer A
Explanation India recently donated 500,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Afghanistan, 2
million doses to Bangladesh, 1.7 million doses to Myanmar, 500,000 doses to Sri Lanka, 150,000
doses to Bhutan and Mauritius And Maldives each provided 100,000 doses, Nepal 1 million
doses, and Seychelles 50,000 doses.

85) India recently donated ____________ doses of COVID-19 vaccine to
Myanmar
A.2 million
B.1.7 million
C.500,000
D.150,000

Answer B
Explanation India recently donated 500,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Afghanistan, 2
million doses to Bangladesh, 1.7 million doses to Myanmar, 500,000 doses to Sri Lanka, 150,000
doses to Bhutan and Mauritius And Maldives each provided 100,000 doses, Nepal 1 million
doses, and Seychelles 50,000 doses.

86) India recently donated ____________ doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Sri
Lanka
A.2 million
B.1.7 million
C.500,000
D.150,000

Answer C
Explanation India recently donated 500,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Afghanistan, 2
million doses to Bangladesh, 1.7 million doses to Myanmar, 500,000 doses to Sri Lanka, 150,000
doses to Bhutan and Mauritius And Maldives each provided 100,000 doses, Nepal 1 million
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doses, and Seychelles 50,000 doses.

87) India recently donated ____________ doses of COVID-19 vaccine to
Bhutan
A.2 million
B.1.7 million
C.500,000
D.150,000

Answer D
Explanation India recently donated 500,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Afghanistan, 2
million doses to Bangladesh, 1.7 million doses to Myanmar, 500,000 doses to Sri Lanka, 150,000
doses to Bhutan and Mauritius And Maldives each provided 100,000 doses, Nepal 1 million
doses, and Seychelles 50,000 doses.

88) India recently donated ____________ doses of COVID-19 vaccine to
Mauritius
A.2 million
B.1.7 million
C.500,000
D.100,000

Answer D
Explanation India recently donated 500,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Afghanistan, 2
million doses to Bangladesh, 1.7 million doses to Myanmar, 500,000 doses to Sri Lanka, 150,000
doses to Bhutan and Mauritius And Maldives each provided 100,000 doses, Nepal 1 million
doses, and Seychelles 50,000 doses.

89) India recently donated ____________ doses of COVID-19 vaccine to
Maldives
A.2 million
B.1.7 million
C.500,000
D.100,000
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Answer D
Explanation India recently donated 500,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Afghanistan, 2
million doses to Bangladesh, 1.7 million doses to Myanmar, 500,000 doses to Sri Lanka, 150,000
doses to Bhutan and Mauritius And Maldives each provided 100,000 doses, Nepal 1 million
doses, and Seychelles 50,000 doses.

90) India recently donated ____________ doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Nepal
A.2 million
B.1 million
C.500,000
D.100,000

Answer B
Explanation India recently donated 500,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Afghanistan, 2
million doses to Bangladesh, 1.7 million doses to Myanmar, 500,000 doses to Sri Lanka, 150,000
doses to Bhutan and Mauritius And Maldives each provided 100,000 doses, Nepal 1 million
doses, and Seychelles 50,000 doses.

91) India recently donated ____________ doses of COVID-19 vaccine to
Seychelles.
A.2 million
B.1 million
C.50,000
D.100,000

Answer C
Explanation India recently donated 500,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Afghanistan, 2
million doses to Bangladesh, 1.7 million doses to Myanmar, 500,000 doses to Sri Lanka, 150,000
doses to Bhutan and Mauritius And Maldives each provided 100,000 doses, Nepal 1 million
doses, and Seychelles 50,000 doses.

92) When was SAARC established?
A.December 8, 1985
B.December 8, 1986
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C.December 8, 1987
D.December 8, 1988

Answer A
Explanation The members of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
include Pakistan, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Maldives, Bhutan, Sri Lanka and Nepal. It was
established on December 8, 1985. Its headquarters is located in Kathmandu, Nepal. It occupies
3% of the world's area.

93) Where is headquarters of SAARC ?
A.Maldives
B.Nepal
C.Bhutan
D.Sri Lanka

Answer B
Explanation The members of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
include Pakistan, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Maldives, Bhutan, Sri Lanka and Nepal. It was
established on December 8, 1985. Its headquarters is located in Kathmandu, Nepal. It occupies
3% of the world's area.

94) What is the IUCN Status of Black Stork?
A.Least Concern
B.Endangered
C.Critically Endangered
D.Vulnerable

Answer A
Explanation The IUCN Red List lists the black stork as the species of least concern. But their
population is decreasing, mainly due to deforestation and habitat destruction. The black stork was
also hunted. During the migration, many storks died when they collided with electric wires.

95) WHO has identified three new variants of the coronavirus originating
from the ____________.
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A.United Kingdom
B.Brazil
C.South Africa
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The WHO has identified three new variants of the coronavirus originating from the
United Kingdom, Brazil and South Africa.

96) When was Perseverance Rover launched by NASA?
A.July 2020
B.July 2019
C.July 2018
D.July 2017

Answer A
Explanation Perseverance Rover was Launched in July 2020. It is expected to land on Mars at
Jezero Crater. Perseverances main task is to find signs of ancient life and collect samples of rocks
and conglomerates to return them to earth.

97) When was Mars Pathfinder mission launched by NASA?
A.1997
B.2003
C.2012
D.2020

Answer A
Explanation Since the launch of the "Mars Pathfinder" mission in 1997, NASA has been
transporting rover on Mars. With the successful completion of the mission, NASA decided to
continue to Mars to find evidence. For the second time, the space organization sent the dualstream rover "Spirit and Opportunity" to Mars in 2003. The third attempt was to send Curiosity in
2012.

98) When was Spirit and Opportunity mission launched by NASA?
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A.1997
B.2003
C.2012
D.2020

Answer B
Explanation Since the launch of the "Mars Pathfinder" mission in 1997, NASA has been
transporting rover on Mars. With the successful completion of the mission, NASA decided to
continue to Mars to find evidence. For the second time, the space organization sent the dualstream rover "Spirit and Opportunity" to Mars in 2003. The third attempt was to send Curiosity in
2012.

99) When was Curiosity mission launched by NASA?
A.1997
B.2003
C.2012
D.2020

Answer C
Explanation Since the launch of the "Mars Pathfinder" mission in 1997, NASA has been
transporting rover on Mars. With the successful completion of the mission, NASA decided to
continue to Mars to find evidence. For the second time, the space organization sent the dualstream rover "Spirit and Opportunity" to Mars in 2003. The third attempt was to send Curiosity in
2012.

100) What is the price PiMo E-bike launched by IIT - Madras?
A.Rs.50K
B.Rs.60K
C.Rs.70K
D.Rs.80K

Answer A
Explanation Pi Beam's goal is to sell 10,000 vehicles by the end of the 2021-22 fiscal year. The
bicycle was founded by IIT Madras Alum Visakh Sasikumar. 100 customers have booked electric
bicycles.Electric two-wheelers charge faster than smartphones. Sustainable and affordable
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bicycles can travel 50 kilometers.Launched electric bicycles to meet personal and commercial
needs. Its price is Rs. 30,000. It does not require a license or registration.

101) When was Niti Aayog established?
A.2010
B.2012
C.2015
D.2020

Answer C
Explanation Niti Aayog is India's policy think tank, established in 2015 by replacing the
planning committee. The institution was established to achieve sustainable development goals
through cooperative federalism.

102) Manika Batra won the ____________ National Senior Table Tennis
Championship.
A.82nd
B.81st
C.Both A and B
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Manika Batra won the 82nd National Senior Table Tennis Championship. She
defeated Reeth Rishya 8-11, 10-12, 11-1, 11-9, 11-5, 11-6 at the Tau Devi Lal Stadium in
Panchkula.

103) World Olympic Qualifiers and the Asian Olympic Qualifiers scheduled to
be held in Doha on _____________.
A.March 14th
B.March 18th
C.Both A and B
D.March 13th

Answer C
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Explanation Batra will now participate in two WTT contender competitions starting on February
28th. Next are the World Olympic Qualifiers and the Asian Olympic Qualifiers scheduled to be
held in Doha on March 14th and 18.

104) Manika Batra is _____________ Player.
A.Tennis
B.Badminton
C.Table Tennis
D.Polo

Answer C
Explanation Manika Batra: She is a table tennis player in India. As of November 2020, she is the
highest ranked female table tennis player. She is ranked 63rd in the world.

105) What is the rank of Manika Batra (Table Tennis Player) in world level?
A.63rd
B.6th
C.3rd
D.64th

Answer A
Explanation Manika Batra: She is a table tennis player in India. As of November 2020, she is the
highest ranked female table tennis player. She is ranked 63rd in the world.

106) As of 2019, the Indian men's team ranked ____________ in the world.
A.10th
B.22nd
C.23rd
D.11th

Answer A
Explanation Indian table tennis is a popular indoor leisure sport in the country. It mainly
performed in West Bengal, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Gujarat. The Indian Table Tennis
Federation is the official sports organization of the sport. As of 2019, the Indian men's team
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ranked 10th in the world and the women's team ranked 22nd.

107) As of 2019, the Indian Women's team ranked ____________ in the world.
A.10th
B.22nd
C.23rd
D.11th

Answer B
Explanation Indian table tennis is a popular indoor leisure sport in the country. It mainly
performed in West Bengal, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Gujarat. The Indian Table Tennis
Federation is the official sports organization of the sport. As of 2019, the Indian men's team
ranked 10th in the world and the women's team ranked 22nd.

108) The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations
(UN) and the Arbor Day Foundation have confirmed _____________ as the
2020 Tree City of the World.
A.Hyderabad
B.Warangal
C.Karimnagar
D.Nizambad

Answer A
Explanation The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations (UN) and the
Arbor Day Foundation have confirmed Hyderabad as the 2020 Tree City of the World.

109) When was Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
established?
A.1945
B.1950
C.1955
D.1960

Answer A

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 15 - February 21, 2021)

Explanation The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations is one of the
specialized agencies of the United Nations. FAO leads international efforts to fight hunger and
improve nutrition and food security. The organization was established by the United Nations in
October 1945. Its headquarters are located in Rome, Italy. It has regional and field offices in 130
countries/regions.

110) Where is headquarters of Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations located?
A.Rome
B.New York
C.Paris
D.London

Answer A
Explanation The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations is one of the
specialized agencies of the United Nations. FAO leads international efforts to fight hunger and
improve nutrition and food security. The organization was established by the United Nations in
October 1945. Its headquarters are located in Rome, Italy. It has regional and field offices in 130
countries/regions.

111) The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations has
regional and field offices in ____________ countries/region.
A.110
B.120
C.130
D.140

Answer C
Explanation The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations is one of the
specialized agencies of the United Nations. FAO leads international efforts to fight hunger and
improve nutrition and food security. The organization was established by the United Nations in
October 1945. Its headquarters are located in Rome, Italy. It has regional and field offices in 130
countries/regions.

112) FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization) composed of _____________
member states.
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A.197
B.137
C.157
D.177

Answer A
Explanation FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization) coordinates with governments and
development agencies to improve and develop agriculture, fisheries, forestry, land resources and
water resources. It is composed of 197 member states. It organizes a meeting representing each
member state every two years.

113) When was Arbor Day Foundation established?
A.1972
B.1974
C.1976
D.1978

Answer A
Explanation The Arbor Day Foundation is a non-profit organization and education and
conservation organization. The organization was established by John Rosenow in Nebraska in
1972. This organization is the largest non-profit membership organization dedicated to tree
planting.

114) When is World Day of Social Justice observed?
A.20th February
B.21st February
C.19th February
D.22nd February

Answer A
Explanation February 20th is World Social Justice Day to promote gender equality, the rights of
indigenous peoples and immigrants. Social Justice day also focuses on achieving the goal of full
employment and social integration.
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115) What is the theme of World Social Justice Day 2019?
A.If you want peace and development, work for social justice.
B.Closing the inequalities gap in achieving social justice.
C.A Call for Social Justice in the Digital Economy.
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The theme of the 2019 World Social Justice Day is If you want peace and
development, work for social justice.The theme of the 2020 World Social Justice Day is Closing
the inequalities gap in achieving social justice.The theme of World Social Justice Day in 2021 is
A Call for Social Justice in the Digital Economy.

116) What is the theme of World Social Justice Day 2020?
A.If you want peace and development, work for social justice.
B.Closing the inequalities gap in achieving social justice.
C.A Call for Social Justice in the Digital Economy.
D.None

Answer B
Explanation The theme of the 2019 World Social Justice Day is If you want peace and
development, work for social justice.The theme of the 2020 World Social Justice Day is Closing
the inequalities gap in achieving social justice.The theme of World Social Justice Day in 2021 is
A Call for Social Justice in the Digital Economy.

117) What is the theme of World Social Justice Day 2021?
A.If you want peace and development, work for social justice.
B.Closing the inequalities gap in achieving social justice.
C.A Call for Social Justice in the Digital Economy.
D.None

Answer C
Explanation The theme of the 2019 World Social Justice Day is If you want peace and
development, work for social justice.The theme of the 2020 World Social Justice Day is Closing
the inequalities gap in achieving social justice.The theme of World Social Justice Day in 2021 is
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A Call for Social Justice in the Digital Economy.

118) When was United Nations Environment Programme established?
A.1972
B.1982
C.1992
D.1979

Answer A
Explanation UNEP is an agency of the United Nations. It coordinates the environmental
activities of the United Nations. United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) assists
developing countries in implementing environmentally sound policies and practices. It was
established as a result of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment in 1972.

119) Where is the headquarters of United Nations Environment Programme
located?
A.Kenya
B.Rome
C.New York
D.Paris

Answer A
Explanation UNEP is an agency of the United Nations. It coordinates the environmental
activities of the United Nations. United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) assists
developing countries in implementing environmentally sound policies and practices. It was
established as a result of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment in 1972. Its
headquarters are located in Nairobi, Kenya.

120) When was World Day of Social Justice first observed?
A.2009
B.2008
C.2007
D.2006
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Answer A
Explanation Social Days purpose is to make people realize the importance of social justice,
spread equality, and eliminate discrimination and injustice.On November 26, 2007, the United
Nations General Assembly declared February 20 as the annual World Social Justice Day. In
2009, this day was first observed.

121) When is International Mother Language Day celebrated?
A.February 21
B.February 20
C.February 22
D.February 24

Answer A
Explanation Since 2000, an International Mother Tongue Day has been held on February 21
every year to promote the diversity of languages and cultures and the use of multiple languages.

DON'T MISS THESE OTHER USEFUL PDFS

August 2020 Current
Affairs

September 2020 Current
Affairs

October 2020 Current
Affairs

November 2020 Current
Affairs

December 2020 Current
Affairs

January 2021 Current
Affairs

Fresherslive provides current affairs for
competitive exams like UPSC, PSC,
IAS, RRB, IBPS PO Clerk, SBI, RBI,
SSC, PSU, and so on.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

