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BANKING & FINANCE
Government and Reserve Bank of India Cooperate to Privatize Banks
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman addressed business leaders, chartered
accountants and tax professionals in Mumbai that the central government will work
with the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to implement the bank privatization plan.
Highlights:
The minister further stated that the centre has not yet planned to establish any bank
investment company to accommodate the government's bank assets.
The Finance Minister recently announced the privatization of two banks when
introducing the 2021 Union budget.
The announcement was made in accordance with the Center's disinvestment plan.
But the bank union opposed the plan.
The central government is planning to privatize more than half of state-owned
banks. The government is planning to reduce the number of government-owned
lenders to five.
Currently, India has 12 state-owned banks. In 2019, the government also merged
ten state-owned banks into four large banks.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
PMFBY: Government allocates Rs.16,000 crores
The Central Government has allocated Rupees 16,000 crores for the upcoming
2021-22 financial year for Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY).
Highlights:
This allocation is made to improve the safety of farmers' crops. This amount will
also ensure that farmers get the maximum benefit of crop insurance.
Compared with the fiscal year 2020-21, this year's budget has increased by
approximately Rs 305 Crore.
Therefore, this shows that the government is committed to the development of the
country's agricultural sector.
Beneficiaries:
According to the scheme, more than 5.5 crore farmers applications are received on
yearly basis to get the benefits.
Among all registered farmers, 84% are small and marginal farmers. Therefore, the
scheme ensures that financial assistance is provided to the most vulnerable farmers.

RBI to Conduct OMO of Rs. 20,000 Crores
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced that it will purchase 4 government
securities (G-Secs) worth 20,000 crore rupees. The central bank will purchase the
product based on Open Market Operations (OMOs) on February 10, 2021.
Highlights:
The move was announced after the yield rose to a recent intraday high of 6.1634%.
The Reserve Bank of India is worried about the higher government borrowing.
After the announcement of the OMO purchase, the yield of the benchmark 10-year
G-Sec dropped by 3-4 basis points. Now, its coupon rate is 5.77%, compared with
the previous closing yield of 6.1283%.

NDB To Invest in NIIF Fund of Funds
The New Development Bank (NDB) has announced an investment of US$100
million in the NIIF Fund (FoF). Through NDB's $100 million investment, NIIF FoF
has now secured a commitment of $800 million.
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Highlights:
NDB has joined the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), the Government
of India (GoI) and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) as an investor in NIIF FoF.
NDB's investment is its first equity investment in India. This is also the first
investment by the New Development Bank in the fund.
NIIF Fund of Funds (FoF): FoF was established in 2018. The purpose of
establishing the foundation is to provide a channel for institutional investors for
local private equity fund managers in India. The institutional investors conduct
large-scale operations with India as the center. So far, FOF has pledged to provide
funding to four funds. The total amount of commitments exceeds Rs 27.5 billion.
National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF): It is India's first investment
fund for infrastructure. It is also called a sovereign wealth fund. The fund was
established by the Indian government in February 2015. The purpose of setting up
the fund is to maximize the economic impact through infrastructure investment in
commercially viable Greenfield and Brownfield projects.
New Development Bank (NDB): It was formerly known as the BRICS
Development Bank. NDB is a multilateral development bank established by the
BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa). Banks support
public or private projects through loans, guarantees and equity participation.
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB): The bank was established to
improve economic and social outcomes in Asia. Currently, it has 103 members and
21 potential members worldwide. The bank opened on December 25, 2015.

Exim Bank to provide Fund for Maldives project
The Reserve Bank of India announced that the Export-Import Bank of India (Exim
Bank) will provide USD 400 million for the Maldives project. It will provide
funding for the "Great Male Connection" project.
Highlights:
The Export-Import Bank has signed an agreement with the Maldives government
to provide a supported credit line of US$400 million on October 12, 2020.
The Greater Male Connectivity project is the project from Male to Thilafushi Link
project in the Maldives. The credit line agreement will come into effect on January
28, 2021. The service life of the terminal is 60 months after the project completion
date.
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The Greater Male Connectivity Project (GMCP) project is the electoral pledge of
the current President of the Maldives Ibrahim Mohamed Solih.
The project will connect Gulfafaru Port and Thilafushi Industrial Zone through a
6.7-kilometre-long bridge.
This is a landmark project that will simplify the connection between the four
islands of Maldives, Villingili, Gulifahu and Thilafushi. This will help promote
economic activity and create employment opportunities. It will also promote the
overall urban development of the Male region in the Maldives.
The relationship between India and Maldives was established in 1966. India is one
of the countries that recognized the Maldives after gaining independence in 1965.
The two countries have race, language, religion, culture and business ties.
Currently, there are 25,000 Indians in the Maldives. Both countries are founding
members of SAARC.
India also considers the Maldives to be part of its "neighbourhood first" policy. In
this regard, India is part of the Maldives' India First policy.

DGCA Announces Raise in The Domestic Airfares
The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) announced that it will increase
air travel fares on February 11, 2021. The fare has been increased to 5600 rupees.
Highlights:
The government emphasized that due to the opening of the aviation market, it is
necessary to increase fares.
The Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) stated that the fare increase is a routine
change. However, aviation experts say that prices have risen due to rising fuel
prices.
On the 180-210 minutes flight, the highest price range has increased by 30%. The
price increased by Rs 5,600. As a result, the price increased from Rs 18,600 to Rs
24,200.
The price floor of the shortest route has been increased by 10%. This is equivalent
to an increase of Rs 200.
The range of domestic fares has also increased. The lower price range for domestic
flights has been increased from Rs 2,000 to Rs 2,200, while the higher price range
has been increased from Rs 6,000 to Rs 7,800.
For the highest fare range, the lowest fare has been increased from Rs 6,500 to Rs
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24,200, while the highest fare has been increased from Rs 18,600 to Rs 24,200.
When the Covid-19 pandemic reached its peak, the Ministry of Civil Aviation
imposed a fixed ceiling on air travel. Since the market has been opened, the price
cap has been removed. The government has announced the suspension of all
commercial passenger flights in March 2020 because the government announced a
strict nationwide lockdown to curb the spread of the coronavirus. Now, the
government has allowed the resumption of domestic flights across the country.
The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is a statutory body formed by
passing the 2020 Aircraft (Amendment) Bill. This agency is responsible for
investigating aviation accidents and incidents. It also maintains all aviation-related
regulations. The agency is headquartered in New Delhi.
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INTERNATIONAL
India-EU High-Level Dialogue Held
The first India-EU High-Level Trade and Investment Dialogue was held.
Highlights:
The dialogue is the outcome of the 15th India-EU Leaders Summit held in July
2020. The goal is to guide bilateral trade and investment relations at the ministerial
level.
The ministers also agreed to hold meetings in the next three months with an
objective to reach consensus on a series of bilateral trade and investment
cooperation issues viz. a Bilateral Regulatory Dialogue; India-EU Multilateral
Dialogue to explore the possibility of further cooperation, etc.
In an important step forward, it was also discussed to relaunch the regular
interaction of bilateral trade and investment agreements, with an interim agreement,
to start with, were also discussed

Uttar Pradesh 16 Digit Unicode to Identify Landholdings
The Uttar Pradesh government introduced a system that publishes the unique
16-digit Unicode on February 7, 2020. The Unicode will be used to mark all kinds
of landholdings in the state.
About Unicode numbers:
The Unicode number of the land will consist of 16 digits.
The first six digits are population-based on land.
The next 4 digits in the row will determine the unique identity of the land.
The digits from 11 to 14 will be the number of divisions of the land.
Finally, the two digits will contain detailed information about the category. With
the help of the last two digits, the category of the land viz. residential, agricultural
and commercial land can be identified.
Significance of the Unicode number:
With the introduction of Unicode, every piece of land in the state will now have its
own unique identity.
Unicode will help to examine land dispute cases.
It will also put people in the trap of fraudsters.
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Unicode will be issued by the revenue department of the Uttar Pradesh
government.
It will be issued for various agricultural, residential and commercial land.
With the help of Unicode, people can know detailed information about the land
with just single click.

US Plans to Reengage with UN Human Rights Council
The United States has announced plans to re-engage with the UN Human Rights
Council, which former President Donald Trump withdrew three years ago.
Highlights:
The UN Human Rights Commission was reorganized from its predecessor, the UN
Human Rights Commission, to help overcome the "credibility flaws" of the
previous organization. organization.
The headquarters of UNHCR is in Geneva, Switzerland.
The Office of the United Nations Human Rights Commission for Refugees has 47
members, who serve at any time, according to the distribution of the world's regions
to ensure geographical representation, and elections are held every year to fill seats.
Each elected member provides a three-year term. Countries are not allowed to hold
more than two consecutive seats.
The UN Commission on Human Rights has passed regular reviews of all 193 UN
member states and passed non-binding resolutions on human rights issues, which is
called the universal periodic review.
It is responsible for supervising expert investigations (special procedures) of
infringements in specific countries.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 8 - February 14, 2021)

INDIAN AFFAIRS
Ease Of Doing Business Reforms
Four other states completed the "Ease of Doing Business" reforms to obtain more
borrowing permits.
Highlights:
The four states of Assam, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Punjab have carried out
the "Ease of Doing Business" reform prescribed by the Department of Expenditure,
Ministry of Finance.
Therefore, these states are eligible to mobilize more financial resources and are
allowed to raise an additional Rs.5,034 crore through Open Market Borrowings.
The total number of States that have adopted prescribed reforms to facilitate ease
of doing business has reached 12.
The other states are Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and Telangana.

First Women Team of COBRA Commando Unit Was Inducted
A maiden team of 34 women CRPF staff was introduced into a special jungle
warfare commando called CoBRA. The task force will now be deployed in India's
anti-Nazi operations grid.
Highlights:
COBRA is a special operations unit of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) of
India.
Combat troops are proficient in guerrilla tactics and jungle warfare.
It was established in 2009 to deal with the Naxal problem.
It is deployed against insurgent groups engaged in asymmetric warfare.
Currently, there are 10 CoBRA camps.
These battalions are among the most experienced and successful law enforcement
agencies.
Up to now, these camps are an all-male unit. For the first time, a female team was
introduced.

Judicial activism - NITI Aayog orders research on the "Economic Impact of
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Judicial Decisions"
NITI Aayog has ordered the Jaipur-based research organization Consumer Unity
and Trust Society (CUTS) International to study the economic impact of judgments
delivered by the Supreme Court (SC), the High Courts (HCs) and quasi-judicial
bodies like National Green Tribunal (NGT). It also calls for studying the "judicial
activism" of such courts and tribunals.
Highlights:
Judicial decision-making has far-reaching economic impacts.
These effects are usually not considered when making decisions.
This research will be fully funded by NITI Aayog.
The purpose of this research is to "make the judicial authorities understand the
economic impact of their decisions."
The results of the research will be used as "training information for SC, HC,
commercial court and NGT judges".
The total cost of the project was initially Rs 24.8 billion. However, it is likely to go
higher.

Samagra Shiksha - Funded School is Renamed as Netaji
The Ministry of Education has decided on the Schools and hostels under the
Samagra Shiksha scheme, which was renamed as Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.
Highlights:
Renaming the scheme will help to create awareness regarding the facility of these
residential schools and hostels in difficult areas.
It will also motivate these schools to achieve high-quality education.
Samagra Shiksha Schemeis an integrated scheme of school education. The scheme
extends from pre-school to class XII.
Ensure the provision of inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels of
school education.
The scheme was launched after the inclusion of three schemes, namely Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Teacher Education (TE), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha
Abhiyan (RMSA).
Under the scheme, school education is seen as a continuum from pre-kindergarten
to grade 12.
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The scheme emphasizes improving the quality of school education by focusing on
two T's, namely Teachers and Technology.
In addition, under the scheme, the Ministry of Education provides financial
assistance to states and union territories to open and operate residential schools and
hostels in hilly areas.
It also provides financial assistance for opening schools and houses in small,
underpopulated areas for children who need shelter and care.

Beneficiaries of Anganwadi Dropped by 2 crores in 7 years
According to data submitted by the Ministry of Women and Child Development in
Parliament, the number of beneficiaries under the government's "Anganwadi" plan
has been reduced by nearly 20 million.
Highlights:
During 2014-2015, approximately 1.4 million grams of Anganwadi Center
recruited approximately 1.045 billion pregnant women, lactating mothers and
children between 6 months and 6 years old. By March 2020, this number has fallen
to 85.5 billion.
The number of children also dropped from 8.49 million in 2014-2015 to 6.86
million in March 2020.
The number of pregnant women and breastfeeding mothers dropped from 19.95
million in 2014-15 to 16.68 million in March 2020. The government did not
emphasize the reasons for this decline.
Anganwadi is a kind of rural childcare center in India. These centers were
established by the Indian government in 1975. These centers were established
under the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) program to eliminate
child hunger and malnutrition.
The Integrated Child Development Program was launched in 1975. Although the
Morarji Desai government suspended the plan in 1978, it restarted the plan in the
Tenth Five-Year Plan.
The plan includes a package of six services, which are managed in different
Anganwadi centers. Services include immunization, supplementary nutrition, preschool non-formal education, health check, health education and referral services.

The Decision of CCI Appeals to NCLAT
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The decision of the Competition Commission of India (CCI) has filed 328 appeals
to National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT).
About the NCLAT:
NCLAT was formed under Section 410 of the Companies Act, 2013, which aims
to hear appeals against National Company Law Tribunal orders.
NCLAT is also the Court of Appeal.
NCLT's order passed under Section 61 of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC) 2016.
Orders passed by the Indian Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board under Section 202
and Section 211 of the IBC.
Any instructions, decisions or orders issued by the Competition Commission of
India (CCI).
Based on the caseload and other related factors, the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) courts have been established in various states.
Considering the heavy caseload of some existing benches, more members have
been appointed and other courts have been activated from time to time.

Setting up of Migration Commission by NITI Aayog
NITI Aayog has formed a team to develop the National Action Plan for Migrant
Workers.
Highlights:
The team is composed of members from various ministries of the Govt. of India,
subject matter experts, NGOs and civil society organizations to develop practical
action plans to solve problems related to migrant workers.
In order to safeguard the interests of migrant workers, the Central Government
promulgated Inter-state Migrant Workmen (Regulation of Employment and
Conditions of Service) Act, 1979.
The Act has now been incorporated into the "Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions Code, 2020", and the Code was notified on September 29,
2020.
The above-mentioned code (usually called OSH Code) stipulate decent working
conditions, minimum wages, grievance mechanism, protection from abuse and
exploitation, and strengthen the skills and social security to all category of
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organized and unorganized workers, including migrant workers.
The guidelines apply to every agency that hired or employed 10 or more inter-state
migrant workers on any day in the past 12 months.

Petroleum & Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB)
PNGRB was established under the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board
Act, 2006. The Act provides for the establishment of a Petroleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board to protect the interests of consumers and entities engaged in
specific activities related to petroleum
About Petroleum & Natural Gas Regulatory Board
PNGRB was established under the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board
Act, 2006.
The Act provides for the establishment of a Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory
Board to protect the interests of consumers and entities engaged in specific
activities related to petroleum, petroleum products and natural gas, and to promote
competitive markets and related matters.
The responsibilities of the Board also include regulating the refining, processing,
storage, transportation, distribution, marketing and sales of petroleum, petroleum
products and natural gas (excluding the production of crude oil and natural gas) to
ensure an uninterrupted and adequate supply of petroleum, petroleum products and
natural gas throughout the country.
The Statutory Board is engaged in the registration of entities that sell notified
petroleum and petroleum products, establish and operate LNG terminals, etc.

Key Facts of 2021 Toy Fair Held in India
The government will fully launch the website of the Indian Toy Fair 2021. Toy fair
website will be launched on February 11, 2021. It will be initiated by Iranian
Textile Minister Smriti, Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank and
Industry and Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal in New Delhi.
Highlights:
India's first toy fair (Indian Toy Fair) will be held from February 27 to March 2,
2021.
The exhibition is jointly organized by the Ministry of Textiles, the Ministry of
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Education and the Ministry of Industry and Commerce. This is a virtual activity
designed to provide children with happy learning opportunities.
The fair will involve children in teaching, learning and promoting the indigenous
toy industry. The Gandhinagar Centre for Creative Learning(CCL) of the Indian
Institute of Technology has developed more than 200 toys for fair display.
The expo will also include 75 exhibition booths from the State Council Education
Research and Training Committee (SCERT), Ministry of Education, National
Education Research and Training Committee (NCERT) and Ministry of School
Education and Literacy (DoSEL).
The idea for the toy fair came from Prime Minister Narendra Modi's speech at
Mann Ki Baat on August 30, 2020.
The Centre for Creative Learning(CCL) was established in April 2017. The center
consists of a team of 10 people and aims to cultivate the scientific temperament and
creativity of students and teachers. CCL has created more than 200 toys and models
that can be displayed in virtual events. It also acts as a panel of experts in the
content provider of the toy fair.

TORPEX Commenced in January is Underway
TROPEX 21, which started in January, is underway. TROPEX (theatre-level
combat readiness exercise) is the largest exercise of the Indian Navy.
Highlights:
TROPEX (theatre-level combat readiness exercise) is the largest exercise of the
Indian Navy. It sees the participation of all naval combat units, including ships,
submarines, aircraft, and units of the Indian Army, Indian Air Force and Coast
Guard.
The exercise is being conducted in a wide geographic area of the Indian Ocean
region (including its affiliated waters). The purpose is to test the navy's combat
readiness in complex multidimensional scenarios in the context of the current
geographic strategic environment.
Theatre-level exercises are also aimed at verifying the navy's offensive and
defensive capabilities, safeguarding national interests in the sea and promoting
stability and peace in the Indian Ocean region.
The month-long exercise will witness different stages, which will also test the
navy's transition from peacetime to hostilities.
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In the first phase, the Indian Navy conducted a maritime defence exercise "Sea
Vigil" throughout India's coastline and island territories.
After the maritime vigil exercise, a large-scale tri-service joint amphibious exercise
AMPHEX-21 was carried out in the Andaman and Nicobar groups in the
archipelago.
The latest stage is the "weapons inspection stage", in which "target" ordnance has
been delivered many times, including missiles, torpedoes and rockets for first-line
battleships, aircraft and submarines. It demonstrated the lethal firepower of the
Indian Navy and reaffirmed the navy's ability to conduct long-range naval strikes in
the Indian Ocean region.

National Monsoon Mission Earth Science Ministry
The Minister of Earth Science informed Rajya Sabha about National Monsoon
Mission
Highlights:
Under the Monsoon Mission, the Ministry has developed the most advanced
weather and climate prediction models, which are now in operation.
These models include models for short-range and medium-range (1-10 days),
extended-range (10 days to 30 days), and seasonal (up to one season).
Targets of Monsoon Mission:
Use the Monsoon Mission Model to develop seamless forecasting systems on
different time scales, such as Seasonal, Extended range, Short-range forecasting.
Initiate and coordinate working partnerships between Indian and foreign
institutions to develop a system for forecasting extreme climate applications
Develop and implement climate application systems with social impact (such as
agriculture, flood forecasting, extreme event forecasting, wind energy, etc.)
Advanced data assimilation system can prepare high-quality data for model
prediction.
The major achievements of NMM in the past three years:
Establish an advanced forecast system for Seasonal forecast; Extended range
forecast and Very-high resolution Short-range forecast.
Commissioning of the Global Ensemble Forecast System (GEFS) for short and
medium-range predictions of 12 kilometres.
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Reforms in One Nation One Ration Card System
Rajasthan became the 12th state to complete the reform of the One Nation One
Ration Card system.
Highlights:
Rajasthan has become the country's 12th state to successfully implement the One
Nation One Ration Card system reform stipulated by the Department of
Expenditure, Ministry of Finance.
Therefore, the state is eligible to raise more financial resources of Rs. 2,731 crore
through Open Market Borrowings.
Rajasthan has now joined 11 other states, which have completed this reform,
namely Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Tripura and Uttar Pradesh.

Studies on Border Area Development Programme
In 2020, the Indian Institute of Public Administration (IIPA) and NITI Aayog
conducted two evaluation studies on Border Area Development Programme
(BADP).
About the Border Area Development Programme (BADP):
The Border Area Development Program (BADP) has been implemented in 17
States (namely Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Sikkim, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand and West Bengal) constituted the
International Land Boundary.
The main goal of BADP is to meet the special development needs and well-being
of people living in remote and inaccessible areas near the international border, and
through the integration of Central/ State/ BADP/ Local schemes and participatory
approach, the border areas and the entire basic infrastructure can reach saturation
plan.

Dismantling of INS Viraat Suspended by SC
The Supreme Court has suspended the dismantling of the recently decommissioned
INS Viraat. This decision was made in the context of restoring the everlasting glory
of the legendary warship of the Indian Navy.
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Highlights:
The bench led by the Chief Justice of India (CJI) S A Bobde listened to the
petition.
The bench issued a notice to the Center and other personnel and asked them to
respond to the request.
After the government made a decision in December 2020, part of this legendary
vessel has been scrapped. This is an order from SC.
The company that submitted the petition proposed to buy the aircraft carrier for Rs
100 crore.
The SC has been dismantling the petition submitted by the company. The company
submitted a petition seeking permission to transform INS Viraat into a maritime
museum and multi-purpose adventure centre. After proper consultation with the
Indian Navy, the centre notified the Parliament of their decision to dismantle INS
Viraat in July 2019.
INS Viraat:It is a Centaur-class aircraft carrier of the Indian Navy. The aircraft
carrier was the flagship of the Indian Navy until INS Vikramaditya entered service
in 2013. INS Viraat was completed and commissioned in 1959 and entered service
as the Royal Navy's HMS Hermes. In 1984, the aircraft was decommissioned, and
in 1987 the aircraft carrier was sold to India. After that, it was put into service in
the Indian Navy on May 12, 1987. The aircraft carrier has served the Indian Navy
for 29 years and was decommissioned in 2017. This is the last British-built ship to
serve the Indian Navy.

Meri Saheli Initiative by Indian Railways
The Indian Railways launched the "Meri Saheli" initiative, focusing on women's
safety, with the aim of providing safety for female passengers travelling by train.
Highlights:
According to this initiative, a team of ladies and staff has been established. The
team will visit all passenger coaches including female coaches to identify female
passengers.
The team will record their travel details, including coach number and seat number,
especially if a lady travels by train alone.
Passengers will be informed about RPF security hotline 182, GRP security hotline
1512 and other precautions, such as not taking food from strangers, only buying
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food from IRCTC authorized stalls and taking care of luggage.
The convoy will also advise them to contact the train escort and dial 182 at any
time in any emergency.
Passenger details will be transmitted to the districts and areas en-route to meet
them at their convenience until they reach their final destination.
At the end of the journey, feedback on the travel experience and safety measures
taken will be collected from the female passenger.
The "Meri Saheli" initiative was initiated by the Railway Protection Force (RPF) in
a pilot project on the Southeast Railway in September 2020. After the positive
response of female passengers, the initiative has been extended to all regions.
A team of full-time RPF ladies has been formed on all regional railways to
implement the plan.

Dismantling of INS Viraat Suspended by SC
The Supreme Court has suspended the dismantling of the recently decommissioned
INS Viraat. This decision was made in the context of restoring the everlasting glory
of the legendary warship of the Indian Navy.
Highlights:
The bench led by the Chief Justice of India (CJI) S A Bobde listened to the
petition.
The bench issued a notice to the Center and other personnel and asked them to
respond to the request.
After the government made a decision in December 2020, part of this legendary
vessel has been scrapped. This is an order from SC.
The company that submitted the petition proposed to buy the aircraft carrier for Rs
100 crore.
The SC has been dismantling the petition submitted by the company. The company
submitted a petition seeking permission to transform INS Viraat into a maritime
museum and multi-purpose adventure center. After proper consultation with the
Indian Navy, the center notified the Parliament of their decision to dismantle INS
Viraat in July 2019.
INS Viraat
It is a Centaur-class aircraft carrier of the Indian Navy. The aircraft carrier was the
flagship of the Indian Navy until INS Vikramaditya entered service in 2013. INS
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Viraat was completed and commissioned in 1959 and entered service as the Royal
Navy's HMS Hermes. In 1984, the aircraft was decommissioned, and in 1987 the
aircraft carrier was sold to India. After that, it was put into service in the Indian
Navy on May 12, 1987. The aircraft carrier has served the Indian Navy for 29 years
and was decommissioned in 2017. This is the last British-built ship to serve the
Indian Navy.

Vijayanagara Becomes 31st District of Karnataka
The Karnataka government notified that Vijayanagara City has officially become
the 31st district of Karnataka. The headquarters of the region is located in
Hosapete.
Highlights:
Vijayanagara is located in the Hyderabad-Karnataka region. The area is also home
to the UNESCO World Heritage Site Hampi and Virupaksha Temple.
The Vijayanagara region is named after the capital of the Vijayanagar Empire.
According to the Karnataka Land Income Act of 1964, the area was established
outside the ore-rich Barali area. The area will be composed of six taluks they are
Hosapete, kotturu, Kudligi, Hagaribommanahalli, Harapanahalli and Hoovina
Hadagali.
BS Yediyurappa, Chief Minister of Karnataka, announced his plan to establish a
new Vijayanagara district in September 2019 and that new district must be
established for administrative reasons.
The creation of the new district will help promote tourism to places such as Hampi
Temple. Therefore, the Karnataka Cabinet formally approved the establishment of
the new Vijayanagara District on November 18, 2020.
The plan to establish a new district was criticized and opposed by the ruling party.
In addition, this move has been criticized because of the view that dividing the
Ballari district into a new district may lead to language disputes between Telugu
and Kannada speakers in the district.
Hampi or Hampe is a UNESCO World Heritage Site located in the east-central
part of Karnataka. The site is a Hindu pilgrimage center. The Hampi area was once
the capital of the Vijay Niagara Empire in the 14th century. Hampi-Vijayanagara is
the second largest medieval city in the world after Beijing.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
MCA21 Version 3.0 to be Launched by October
The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) will release version 3.0 of MCA21
driven by data analysis from October 2021 to the 2021-22 fiscal year. The
MCA213.0 version system is a task-based e-government project in India.
Highlights:
The Ministryof Corporate Affairs emphasized that the project will include other
modules for electronic adjudication, electronic consulting and compliance
management.
The project will also include microservice architecture and high scalability and
advanced analysis capabilities.
The MCA21 V3 project further aims to change the corporate regulatory
environment in India.
The project is helped by the latest technologies such as artificial intelligence.
The main components of the project include electronic review, electronic
adjudication, MCA laboratory, electronic consulting and compliance management
system (CMS).
The project will be operated by L&T InfoTech.
It will also include interactive user dashboards, chatbot-enabled service desks and
mobile applications.

HAL LUH Obtained IOC
HAL LUH (Army Variant) obtained Initial Operational Clearance.
About HAL LUH:
The Light Utility Helicopter (LUH) obtained the Initial Operational Clearance
(IOC) of the Indian Army from the Centre for Military Airworthiness and
Certification (CEMILAC).
LUH is a three-ton class new generation single-engine helicopter indigenously
designed and developed by the HAL's Rotary Wing Research and Design Center.
Its characteristics are suitable for various unique operating conditions in India.
LUH will replace the ageing Cheetah/Chetak helicopter fleet operated by the
Services.
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LUH is powered by a single turboshaft engine Ardiden 1U (from France), which
has enough power margin to easily complete high-altitude missions in the
Himalayas.
LUH is equipped with a Smart Cockpit Display System (Glass Cockpit), the most
advanced HUMS (Health and Usage Monitoring System), and is designed for
various utilities and armed roles.

HAL Handed Over Advanced Light Helicopters (ALH) Mk III
HAL handed over five ALHs Mk III to the Indian Navy and Indian Coast Guard.
About ALH Mk III:
ALH Mk III or Mark III Advanced Light Helicopters are used for coastal security.
The helicopter has a full-glass cockpit, an Integrated Architecture Display System
(IADS) with HAL, a more powerful "Shakti" (Safran Ardiden 1H1) engines and
many new systems.
It is fully loaded, multi-tasking, and equipped with a series of advanced sensors.
These helicopters are equipped with the latest generation of avionics and role
equipment.
It is mainly used for shore-based roles.
Mk-III ALH is also equipped with an indigenous low-frequency dunking sonar
(LFDS) developed by the Naval Physical and Oceanographic Laboratory in Kochi.
The aircraft also has a nose-mounted surveillance radar with a coverage of 270
degrees, which can detect, classify and track multiple marine targets.
It also has synthetic aperture radar, anti-synthetic aperture radar and moving target
indication classification function.

Aero India - iDEX Start-up Manthan
iDEX Start-up Manthan to promote defense innovation organised at Aero India
2021.
About iDEX Start-up Manthan:
Every year, Start-up Manthan is organized under iDEX.
iDEX was launched by the Prime Minister in April 2018, and its core goal is to
create a corporate model that meets India's Defense needs and enable the defense
sector to take advantage of start-ups.
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Since its launch, iDEX has become a nationwide ecosystem that brings together
military users and operators with startups, innovators and entrepreneurs.
This event provides a rare opportunity for companies related to DIO-iDEX to
showcase their capabilities, products and services to industry leaders and business
decision makers.

Indias First Geothermal Power Project in Ladakh
India's first geothermal power generation project will be established in Puja village
in eastern Ladakh. This decision was made because scientists identified Puja
Village as a hot spot for geothermal energy.
Highlights:
The project will be completed in four stages. ONGC Energy signed a tripartite
memorandum of understanding (MoU) for the establishment and implementation of
the first phase on February 6, 2021. Ministry of Electricity of LAHDC, Leh and UT
Ladakh
This geothermal project is called a geothermal field development project. It will be
put into use at the end of 2022.
First Phase: The first phase of the project will generate one megawatt of
electricity. In the first phase, the pilot project will be implemented by ONGC-OEC.
ONGC-OEC will explore at a depth of 500 meters. In the first phase, it is planned
to provide free 24-hour electricity to 10 neighbouring villages not connected to the
northern grid.
Second Phase: In the second stage, the deep and lateral exploration of geothermal
reservoirs will be conducted by drilling the optimal number of wells. At this stage,
a demonstration plant with higher capacity will also be established in Ladakh. This
phase of the project will be the R&D phase or demonstration of the project. The
third phase of the project. In the third phase, joint ventures and commercial projects
will be promoted.
Puga Village: In Puga Village, scientists have discovered geothermal energy with
a potential of more than 100 megawatts. It is located in the southeast of Ladakh.
The village is part of the tropical Himalayas.
The area has shown evidence of various forms of geothermal activity, including
mud pools, hot springs, sulfur deposits and borax deposits. Since 2008, discussions
about potential geothermal projects in Puja Village have become news. The region
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has the potential to generate approximately 40% of energy demand.

Square Kilometre Array Worlds Largest Telescope
The Square Kilometer Array Astronomical Observatory (SKAO) committee
recently held a meeting. During the meeting, the council has approved the
establishment of the world's largest radio telescope.
Highlights:
The Square Kilometer Array Observatory is a new intergovernmental organization.
It is dedicated to radio astronomy. Its headquarters are in the UK.
Currently, the Square Kilometer Array Observatory is composed of organizations
from ten countries, namely Canada, China, Australia, India, New Zealand, Italy,
Sweden, South Africa, the United Kingdom and the Netherlands.
Usually, Radio telescopes can be used to detect invisible gas, and it has the
potential to reveal areas of space that may be covered by cosmic dust. In this
respect, it is different from conventional optical telescopes.
The square kilometre array is the largest radio telescope in the world. The
telescope will be established in Africa and Australia.
The installation of the telescope will take ten years. SKAO will be responsible for
the operation, maintenance and construction of the telescope. Since, the discovery
of radio signals in the 1930s, astronomers have been using radio telescopes.
They use it to detect radio waves emitted from different objects in the universe.
However, after World War II, the field of radio astronomy developed.

FSSAI Caps Trans Fats in Foods
The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has amended the rules
to limit trans fatty acids (TFA) in food products. This decision was made a week
after the amended of the norms for oils and fats.
Highlights:
According to the new regulations, the total amount of industrial trans fats in foods
containing edible fats and oils shall not exceed 2% of the total fats and oils in the
product.
The regulation will be applicable from January 1, 2022.
FSSAI will limit the amount of TFA content in oils and fats to 3% required in 2021
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in December 2020, and will also limit the current 5% to 2% by 2022.

Worlds First Artificial Island in Denmark
The Danish government approved a plan to build an artificial island in the North
Sea as part of its efforts to switch to green energy.
Highlights:
The project is known as the largest construction project in Danish history, and it is
estimated to cost DKK 210 billion.
The energy island is based on a platform that serves as a hub for generating
electricity from surrounding offshore wind farms.
The artificial island will be located about 80 kilometers from the North Sea, most
of which will be owned by the Danish government.
Its main purpose is to provide large-scale offshore wind power.
The idea is to connect and distribute power between Denmark and neighboring
countries.
The move came after the European Union announced plans to transform its power
system to rely mainly on renewable energy within ten years and increase its
offshore wind energy capacity by more than 25 times by 2050.

Russia to Launch 40 Satellites in 2021 of March
The Russian Aerospace Industry announced that Russia will launch 40 satellites
into orbit from 18 different countries in the world in March 2021.
Highlights:
The satellite will be launched using the Soyuz-2 launch vehicle. It was also learned
in November 2020 that the aerospace industry will bomb Soyuz-2.1 on March 20,
2021.
Soyuz 2.1 is a launch vehicle with Fregat boosters. It will be launched together
with the Korean compact Advanced Satellite 500 spacecraft named CAS500-1.
Payloads from 18 countries will also be sent to orbit along with Soyuz 2.1 and
CAS500-1. However, the list of satellites has not yet been finalized.
The Soyuz 2.1 payload will launch satellites from Russia, Saudi Arabia, Japan,
South Korea, UAE, Israel, Thailand, Germany, Brazil, Canada, Italy, Hungary,
Argentina, the Netherlands, Slovakia, Spain, Tunisia and the United Kingdom.
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Soyuz: It is a family of Soviet expendable launch systems. It was developed by
OKB-1, and Progress Rocket Space Center was manufactured in Samara, Russia. It
launched its first satellite in 1966. So far, it has launched more than 1,700 flights. It
is the most commonly used launch vehicle in the world.

The Probe of Tianwen-1 enters the Mars Orbit
On February 10, 2021, a Chinese spacecraft named "Tianwen 1" successfully
entered Mars orbit. The probe entered MARS orbit after 6 and a half months from
Earth.
Highlights:
This is China's first independent mission on the Red Planet. After arriving near the
track, the robot probe started and completed the 15-minute combustion of the
thruster.
The combustion of the propeller slows the speed of the spacecraft, so it can be
captured by the gravity of Mars.
The Astro One mission will attempt to send the landing module, which is rapidly
descending for 7 minutes to carry a 240 kg rover. The rover will be sent to the
northern hemisphere of Mars, called Utopia.
After the successful landing of the rover, the solar-powered rover will explore the
surface of Mars for 90 days. Wanderers will study the soil and study whether there
are signs of ancient life there. It can also track groundwater and ice using groundpenetrating radar.
Tianwen-1 is an interplanetary mission of the China National Space
Administration (CNSA). According to the mission, the Chinese Space
Administration sent a robotic spacecraft to Mars.
The spacecraft was successfully launched at the Wenchang Spacecraft Launch Site
on July 23, 2020. It was launched from the heavy launch vehicle of the Long March
on May 5. The spacecraft was named Tianwen-1, which means a Chinese poem
written two thousand years ago. This is China's first independent MARS mission
after the failure of the probe jointly launched by China and Russia in 2011.

NPCI PayAuth Challenge Announces Global Hackathon
The National Payment Corporation of India (NPCI) announced that it will launch
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the "NPCI PayAuth Challenge". This is a global hackathon that will be organized to
obtain an alternative method of unified payment interface (UPI) transaction
authentication. One such alternative is to use biometrics when conducting
transactions.
Highlights:
APIX supports the NPCI PayAuth Challenge hackathon. In addition to being a
sandbox platform, APIX is the world's first cross-border and open architecture API
market.
The sandbox platform is used to test or run programs without affecting the
application under test.
The purpose of this hackathon is to explore the feasibility of alternative payment
authentication mechanisms.
It also attempts to study user behavior related to authentication mechanisms.
The aim is to find alternative solutions such as biometric verification and similar
innovations to authorize payments on the UPI platform. To explore options, NPCI
invited fintech, solution providers and developers to submit their unique solutions.
The solution should be simple and integrate innovative technologies into UPI.
The hackathon will be a global competition for individuals and businesses. It will
provide payment technology solutions particularly suitable for start-ups.
The hackathon also provides participants with the opportunity to collaborate with
NPCI to develop a solution that may change the digital payment landscape in India.
It reserves $20,000 in prize money for the winner, and the runner-up of the
challenge will receive $10,000. In addition, other winning teams will have the
opportunity to cooperate with NPCI for proof of concept (PoC).
The National Payment Corporation of India (NPCI) is a non-profit organization. It
operates a retail payment and settlement system in India. It was established in 2008
by the Reserve Bank of India and the Indian Banking Association. Registered in
accordance with Article 8 of the 2013 Company Law.

First CNG Tractor of India to be Launched
India will launch its first diesel tractor on February 12, 2021, which has been
converted to compressed natural gas (CNG).
Highlights:
The CNG tractor will be officially launched by Nitin Gadkari, Minister of Road
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Transport and Road Union.
The conversion of diesel tractors to CNG tractors was jointly completed by
Rawmatt Techno Solutions and Tomasetto Achille India.
Converting diesel to compressed natural gas will help farmers increase their
income. This will reduce costs and help create jobs for people in rural India.
CNG tractors will also help farmers save more than 100,000 rupees in fuel costs
each year. In turn, this will help farmers improve their livelihoods.
CNG is a clean fuel. Among all fuels, compressed natural gas has the lowest
carbon content. This is economical because the lead content is zero. It is essentially
non-corrosive, non-dilutable and non-polluting. These features help extend the life
of the engine. In addition, the fuel requires less regular maintenance.

Climate Change Study on Indian Agriculture - NICRA
Under National Innovations in Climate Resilient Agriculture (NICRA), the Impact
of Climate Change on Indian agriculture was studied.
About NICRA:
The Indian Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR) launched a network project
NICRA in 2011 to address the impact of climate change on Indian agriculture.
The project aims to enhance the resistance of Indian agriculture to climate change
and climate vulnerability through strategic research and technology demonstration.
Research on adaptation and mitigation involves crops, livestock, fisheries and
natural resource management.
The project consists of four parts. Strategic research, technology demonstration,
capacity building and sponsorship/competitive grants.
NICRA was launched at a cost of Rs. 350 crores, with the following objectives:
Through the development and application of improved production and risk
management technologies, to enhance the resistance of Indian agriculture including
crops, livestock and fisheries to climatic variability and climate change
Demonstrate site-specific technology packages on farmers' fields to adapt to
current climate risks
Strengthen the capacity building of scientists and other stakeholders in climateresilient agricultural research and its applications

Arka Shubha - New Marigold Variety Developed
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The Indian Institute of Horticulture Research (IIHR) has developed a new marigold
variety called Arka Shubha.
Highlights:
The carotene content of Arka Shubha is about 2.8% (for all marigolds, it's
maximum upto 1.4%), the highest of all plant sources.
This new variety of marigold can be used to extract crude carotene even if it
deteriorates after blooming, which is different from other varieties.
Extraction of Ornamental and Carotene: This new variety not only has ornamental
purposes, but is also a good source of crude carotene.
Poultry Feed: Its petals can be used as poultry feed to obtain high-quality egg
yolks.
Reduce Import Dependency: India imports most of the carotene from other
countries including China. This development can greatly reduce import
dependencey. Therefore, the cultivation area and investment in carotene extraction
should be increased.
Key Facts About Carotene:Carotene is a carotenoid pigment that does not
contain oxygen. Generally, they are unsaturated hydrocarbons containing only
carbon and hydrogen. The colors varies from yellow to orange to red. The color is
attributed to chain of alternating single and double bonds. Carotene is responsible
for the orange color of carrots. Alpha-carotene, beta-carotene and lycopene are
examples of carotene. Carotene is used in the pharmaceutical industry and the
demand for it has been high.

SAKSHAM Portal Launched by TIFAC
The Technical Information, Forecasting and Assessment Committee (TIFAC) has
launched a job portal called SAKSHAM to map workers' skills in accordance with
MSME requirements. It also initiated a seaweed cultivation mission.
Highlights:
TIFAC emphasized that the Saksham portal will help eliminate middlemen and
labour contractors. This will also help determine the skill level.
The portal will also help develop skill cards for "Shramiks" (workers). The plan
will facilitate the placement of 1 million blue-collar jobs across India.
The portal will directly connect workers with small and medium enterprises
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without the need for middlemen or labour contractors. The portal will also reduce
the difficulty of workers finding jobs in nearby MSMEs.
The portal is significant because it can help workers find jobs that are forced to
return to their hometowns during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Technical Information, Forecasting and Evaluation Committee (TIFAC) is an
autonomous organization. It was established in 1988. Under the Ministry of Science
and Technology. The organization works in the technical field and evaluates the
technological trajectory. It strives to develop technology by using technological
innovation.
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ENVIRONMENT
New Tiger Reserve In Meghamalai And Srivilliputhur
The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) has approved the
establishment of a fifth tiger reserve in Tamil Nadu.
Highlights:
The tiger sanctuary will surround the Meghamalai and Srivilliputhur Grizzly
Squirrel Wildlife Sanctuary. The approval was made at the request of
environmentalists.
The activists demanded the establishment of a tiger reserve to link the two reserves
in adjacent areas of the Periyar Tiger Reserve in Kerala.
They also called for linking the Tiger Reserve with Tirunelveli Wildlife Reserve
and Kalakkad Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve. Environmentalists tried to create a
continuous corridor for tigers to move.
The tiger reserve will be expanded to 148,000 hectares of land, including
Srivilliputhur Grey Squirrel Wildlife Reserve, Meghamalai Wildlife Reserve and
Tirunelveli Wildlife Reserve.
The establishment of the tiger sanctuary will help protect wildlife and revitalize the
Waigai River by protecting the origin of the river in the tiger sanctuary.
Srivilliputhur Wildlife Sanctuary is also known as the Grey Squirrel Wildlife
Sanctuary (GSWS). The sanctuary was established in 1988 to protect grey squirrels
that are endangered at close range. It borders the Periyar Tiger Reserve in the
southwest. This reserve is also known as one of the best-preserved forests south of
the Palghat Gap
The National Tiger Protection Authority (NTCA) was established in December
2005. The organization was established on the recommendation of the Tiger Task
Force formed by the Prime Minister of India to protect tigers. It was established
under Section 38 L (1) of the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972. The authority
obtained power from section 38 O (1) of the 1972 Act.

Glacial Breach Triggered Floods in Chamoli
After the glacier broke, the Alaknanda River in the Chamoli region of Uttarakhand
caused avalanches and flash floods.
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Highlights:
The Snow and Avalanche Research Institute (SASE) is investigating the matter.
SASE works under the leadership of the Defence Research and Development
Organization (DRDO). The exact cause of the flooding is unclear.
Experts point out that this avalanche may be caused by the rupture of a glacier. The
destruction of the glacier also destroyed a lake in the village of Raini in the
Chamoli region. Raini village is located on the border of the Nanda Devi Biosphere
Reserve.
This destruction caused the water level of Dhauliganga and one of the tributaries of
Dhauliganga to rise. The avalanche destroyed the Rishi Ganga hydel plants on the
Rishiganga River.
The Alaknanda River is the Himalayan River in Uttarakhand. It is one of the two
main sources of the Ganges. The other is Bhagirathi. The Alaknanda River is also
known as the source of the Ganges due to its large length and flow. But in Indian
mythology and culture, Bhagirathi is called the source of the Ganges.
Alaknanda has five main tributaries, followed by Dhauliganga River, Nandakini
River, Pindar River, Mandakini River and Bhagirathi River. They all rose up in the
mountains of northern Uttarakhand. Due to the high level of rafting, it is one of the
best rafting rivers in the world.
In Vishnuprayag, the Dhauliganga River merges with the Alaknanda River. In
Nandaprayag, the Nandakini River meets Alaknanda. In Karnaprayag, the Pindar
River meets Alaknanda. In Rudraprayag, the Mandakini River meets Alaknanda.
The Bhagirathi River merges with Alaknanda at Devprayag and officially becomes
the Ganges. Dhauliganga is one of the six major water sources of the Ganges. This
river merges with the Alaknanda River at Vishnuprayag in Joshimath.

Lakhs of Migratory Water Birds Arrived at The Pong Dam Lake Wildlife
Sanctuary
In the winter of 2020-21, more than 100,000 migrating waterfowl will arrive at the
Pong Dam Lake Wildlife Reserve in Himachal Pradesh. Pong Dam Lake Wildlife
Sanctuary is located in Kangra District of Himachal Pradesh.
Highlights:
In 1975, the Pang Dam was built on the opposite bank of the Bis River. It is also
called Pong Reservoir or Maharana Pratap Sagar.
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In 1983, the entire reservoir was declared a wildlife sanctuary by the Himalayas
government.
In 1994, the Indian government declared it a "wetland of national importance". In
November 2002, Pong Lake was declared a Ramsar wetland.
The sanctuary can accommodate 220 species of birds of about 54 species.
Throughout the winter, migratory birds from the Hindu Kush Himalayas to Siberia
come here.
The lake is fed by the Beas River and its perennial tributaries such as Gaj, Neogal,
Binwa, Uhl, Bangana and Baner. There are about 22 species of fish in the lake,
including rare fish such as Sal and Gad.
There are about 22 species of fish in the lake, including rare fish such as Sal and
Gad. The abundant water level of the lake makes it an ideal destination for
indulging in water sports. The reserve is covered with tropical and subtropical
forests, where many Indian wild animals live.
Other National Parks in Himachal Pradesh:
Greater Himalayan National Park: The Greater Himalayas National Park is
located in the Banjaar district of Kullu District and was officially declared a
national park in 1999. In 2014, Great Himalayan National Park was listed as a
World Heritage Site by UNESCO for its outstanding contribution to biodiversity
conservation.
Pin National Park: Pin Valley National Park, located in Lahaul and Spiti districts,
was established in 1987. Various endangered species such as snow leopards and
Siberian ibex can find their natural habitats.
Inderkilla National Park: Inderkilla National Park is located in Kuru district of
Himachal State and was established in 2010. Animals in the Himalayas, such as
leopards, deer and birds, and even rare birds in summer, the types of insects are also
different and can be seen from time to time.
Khirganga National Park: Khirganga National Park is located in Kuru and was
established in 2010. The national park is located at an altitude of about 5500
meters, distributed in an area of about 710 square kilometers.
Simbalbara National Park: Simbalbara National Park is located in the Panta
Valley of Sirmour District. It was established as Simbalbara Wildlife Sanctuary in
1958, covering an area of 19.03 square kilometers.
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Earthquake on Border of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh
Scientists discovered the first geological evidence of an earthquake at the junction
of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh, which was recorded as the Sadiya earthquake in
history. This discovery may contribute to the earthquake disaster map of the eastern
Himalayas, thereby helping the construction and planning of the area.
Highlights:
The site is close to the Tudin-Tidding suture zone-the main part of the eastern
Himalayas, where the Himalayas bend to the south and connect to the Burmese
mountains in India.
Scientists from the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG) conducted a
large trench excavation in Himebasti village in Arunachal Pradesh. Geological
technology has analyzed it.
WIHG is an autonomous agency under the Department of Science and Technology
(DST) of the Government of India.
Scientists found large tree trunks in the youngest flood sediments at the exit of the
Subansiri River (Sadiya Town is about 145 kilometers southeast of the Subansiri
River), which indicates that the river experienced a series of aftershocks until six
months later before the earthquake occurred.
The catchment is a term used in geology for sediment deposition to increase land
elevation.
Aftershocks are earthquakes with the greatest impact following an earthquake
sequence. They are smaller than the mainshock and within 1-2 break lengths from
the mainshock.

A Buffer Zone Around the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary
The Chief Minister of Kerala, Pinarayi Vijayan seeks the intervention of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to alleviate the concerns of the people of Wayanad about
thhe Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) notice draft,
which is envisaged in Wayanad Establish a buffer zone wildlife sanctuary (WWS)
around.
Highlights:
The draft issued by MOEFCC notifies the 118.59 square kilometers around WWS
as ESZ.
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However, Kerala hopes that ESWS will have an area of 88.2 square kilometers
around WWS. The government believes that densely populated areas should be
excluded when notifying ESZ.
Such a move will severely affect the lives of thousands of farmers who live on the
edge of shelters in the six villages of Mananthavady and Sulthan Bathery taluks.
All development in ecologically sensitive areas, including the construction of roads
and houses, will be affected, and farmers will not be able to cut down the trees they
plant on the land without the permission of forest officials.
Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary is part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve (5,520 square
kilometers) and an important part of the Seventh Elephant Sanctuary in South India.
This is the only refuge in Kerala, where four-horned antelopes were reportedly
witnessed.
The existence of Egyptian vultures, Himalayan lion riffs, and gray-black vultures
have also been reported in the reserve. Two bald eagles (red-headed vultures and
white-backed vultures) that were once common in Kerala are now limited to
Wayanad plateau.
The Nagarhole-Bandipur-Mudumalai-Wayanad forest base is also one of the most
important tiger habitats in the country. Recent estimates of tigers using camera
traps indicate that there are 79 tigers in the reserve. The forest of the wildlife
division constitutes the main catchment area of the tributaries of the Kabani River.
Ecological Sensitive Zone (ESZ) or Ecological Fragile Zone (EFA) is the area
around protected areas, national parks and wildlife sanctuaries notified by
MoEFCC.

Brookesia nana Newly Discovered Chameleon
Brookesia nana is a recently discovered chameleon from the island country of
Madagascar.
Brookesia nana:
Brookesia nana may be the smallest adult reptile in the world. The total length of
the male head is 21.6 mm. The female head is slightly longer at 28.9 mm.
Previously, the chameleon species Brookesia micra was considered the smallest. It
is difficult to find more of these species, and their habitat is said to be threatened by
deforestation.
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Report of Climate Change on Hindukush Karakoram Ranges
According to the "India Regional Climate Change Assessment" report, the amount
of snowfall in the upper reaches of the Hindu Kush Himalayas has been increasing
in recent decades, which has protected the region from the effects of shrinking
glaciers.
Highlights:
The recent major flooding of the Alaknanda River, which may have been caused
by a glacier eruption, highlights the problem of glaciers retreating due to global
warming in recent decades, but the report shows a sharp contrast in the Hindu Kush
Himalayas.
The Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) has released the "India Regional Climate
Change Assessment Report." This is India's first national forecast of the impact of
global warming on the subcontinent in the coming century.
HinduKush Himalayan (HKH) Region:
The HKH region includes Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India,
Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. It
spans about 5 million square kilometers and has a large population of different
cultures. It is considered the third pole (after the Arctic and Antarctic) and has an
important influence on the climate. It has a vast cryosphere (frozen water) and is
also the world's largest ice storage area outside the polar regions.

Report of Climate Change on Hindukush Karakoram Ranges
According to the "India Regional Climate Change Assessment" report, the amount
of snowfall in the upper reaches of the Hindu Kush Himalayas has been increasing
in recent decades, which has protected the region from the effects of shrinking
glaciers.
Highlights:
The recent major flooding of the Alaknanda River, which may have been caused
by a glacier eruption, highlights the problem of glaciers retreating due to global
warming in recent decades, but the report shows a sharp contrast in the Hindu Kush
Himalayas.
The Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) has released the "India Regional Climate
Change Assessment Report." This is India's first national forecast of the impact of
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global warming on the subcontinent in the coming century.
HinduKush Himalayan (HKH) Region:
The HKH region includes Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India,
Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. It
spans about 5 million square kilometers and has a large population of different
cultures. It is considered the third pole (after the Arctic and Antarctic) and has an
important influence on the climate. It has a vast cryosphere (frozen water) and is
also the world's largest ice storage area outside the polar regions.

Mandarin Duck Spotted in Assam After 118 Years
Nearly 118 years later, the from duck was found in Assam, which is a colourful
duck from East Asia. The discovery of Mandarin gave people hope for this wetland,
which will be affected by natural gas blowouts and hell in 2020.
Highlights:
The Mandarin Duck was found in the Maguri-Motapung Beel in Tinsukia region of
eastern Assam by the team of avian specialists.
Duck is a habitat in eastern China and southern Japan. It also accidentally landed
in Assam. Ducks come to India from time to time. But some ducks may merge with
other migratory birds and follow their migration routes.
Spotted ducks are accompanied by a group of Indian spotted ducks, which are
migrated to China or Japan. In 1902, the last Mandarin was found in Assam.
The scientific name of the duck is Aix galericulata. It is a duck species that inhabit
the Eastern Paleo-North Atlantic. The duck is of medium size, 41-49 cm long and
65-75 cm wingspan.
Ducks are closely related to North American wood ducks. Ducks were once
common in East Asia. But they were exported on a large scale, so the population of
eastern Russia and China decreased.
In addition, the destruction of its forest habitat has further accelerated the
population decline, so that the population of Russia and China has dropped to less
than 1,000 pairs. The population of Japan is estimated to be about 5,000 pairs.
Ducks usually like dense breeding grounds. It usually breeds on the edges of dense
forests of rivers and lakes in low-lying areas. It can also breed in valleys at an
altitude of 1500 m.
In winter, it also breeds in swamps, flooded land and open rivers. Ducks like
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freshwater, but winter can also be seen in coastal lagoons and estuaries.
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BILLS & ACTS
RS Passes J and K Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill
Rajya Sabha passed the " Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization (Amendment) Act
2021" on February 8, 2021 by voice vote.
Highlights:
The bill seeks to replace the decree to merge the cadres of Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K) and the civil servants of Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, and Mizoram Confederate
Territories (AGMUT).
The bill was introduced in the upper house of parliament. The bill will also
increase the number of officers in the Union territories of Jammu, Kashmir and
Leh.
After Article 370 of the region was revoked, the "Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganization (Amendment) Act 2021" was passed and the "Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganization Act" was promulgated in 2019.
The 2019 Act re-divided Jammu and Kashmir into two states on October 31, 2019,
namely Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. It restructured the area of J&K, which
has always been part of the larger area of Kashmir, which is a dispute between
India, Pakistan and China.
Voice voting is a voting method for voting on a certain topic or motion in the
parliamentary procedure. It is the simplest and fastest voting method used in the
negotiation assembly.
First, the host or conference chairperson submits the question to the conference.
Then ask all those who agree to the motion to speak ("Yea" or "Yes"). Later, he
asked all those who opposed the motion to speak out ("No" or "Nay").
The host then counts on both parties and explains the result. Voice voting has
disadvantages because the volume of the voice is only an estimate, and is not
actually measured with a sound level meter.
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ARTS & CULTURE
Ratha Saptami Festival to be on 19th February
This year's Ratha Saptami Music Festival will be celebrated on February 19, 2021.
Highlights:
Ratha Saptami is an annual Hindu festival dedicated to the sun god Surya. It
consists of two words-"Ratha" means chariot and "Saptami" means seventh. On this
day, a one-day Brahma was held in Tirumala (Andhra Pradesh). Ratha Saptami is
also called Surya Jayanti because it marks the birth of Surya and is called Magha
Saptami because it belongs to the seventh day (Saptami) of the Hindu month
Magha. Ratha Saptami also marks the change from spring to spring and the
beginning of the harvest season.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
National Horticulture Fair is to be on 8th February
The National Horticultural Expo will begin on February 8, 2021. The five-day
event will be held on the campus of the Indian Institute of Horticulture (IIHR).
People from all over India will also participate in this event virtually.
Highlights:
The theme of the National Horticultural Expo in 2021 will be: "India's emerging
and standing gardening". The theme aims to encourage farmers to become
entrepreneurs.
The expo will be organized by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)
and the Indian Institute of Horticulture (IIHR). It can be held almost offline.
In the COVID-19 pandemic, the actual entry limit for participants is 30,000.
Farmers will also participate in the event with the help of 721 Krishi Vijnana
Kendras and 11 agricultural technology application institutes.
In order to enable people to participate in the event, arrangements have also been
made at the agricultural training center of the state government.
During the event, about 211 live demonstrations will be displayed. Through this
event, farmers can also interact with scientists.
The Indian Institute of Horticulture (IIHR) is an autonomous organization. It
engages in basic, strategic, anticipated and applied research on all aspects of
gardening. Its headquarters is located in Bangalore, Karnataka. The institute is a
subsidiary of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR). It works under
the leadership of the head of the Ministry of Agriculture.
Horticulture is a branch of agriculture that involves intensive cultivation of plants
that humans use directly for food, medicinal purposes and aesthetic satisfaction. It
involves the cultivation, production and sale of fruits, vegetables, herbs, flowers,
ornamental plants or exotic plants.
L.H. Bailey is known as the father of American gardening. On the other hand,
M.H. Marigowda is known as the father of Indian gardening.

National Center for Seismology (NCS) Earth Ministry
The National Center for Seismology (NCS) is the nodal agency of the Indian
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government to monitor the country's seismic activity.
About NCS:
The National Center for Seismology (NCS) is the nodal agency of the Indian
government to monitor the country's seismic activity.
NCS maintains a National Seismological Network consisting of 115 stations, each
of which is equipped with the most advanced equipment and spreads across the
country.
NCS monitors seismic activity across the country through its 247 surveillance
center.
NCS also monitors earthquake swarms and aftershocks by deploying temporary
observatories near the disaster area.
In addition to earthquake monitoring, NCS also actively participates in Seismic
Hazard Micro-zoning and seismological research.
NCS operates under Ministry of Earth Sciences, GOI.

World Sustainable Development Summit on 10 Feb
The Prime Minister of India held the opening ceremony of the World Sustainable
Development Summit 2021 on February 10, 2021.
Highlights:
Theme: Redefining our common future: Safe and secure environment for all.
This is the 20th edition of the flagship event of The Energy and Resources Institute
(TERI)
The summit will bring together many governments, business leaders,
academicians, climate scientists, youth and civil society to jointly tackle climate
change.
The main partners of the summit: Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, Ministry of Earth Sciences, India

Jalabhishekam Water Conservation Campaign on 11th February
On February 11, 2021, Union Defense Minister Ranjanath Singh the
"Jalabhishekam Water Conservation Campaign" held the inauguration ceremony
for 57,000 floating structures, almost from New Delhi.
Highlights:
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These water structures were built in Madhya Pradesh. Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan conducts water conservation work in Madhya Pradesh with public
participation.
Conservation work will help achieve water conservation goals and establish a selfreliant Madhya Pradesh.
The Minister of Defense emphasized that the "Jalabhishekam" movement is
achieving the goal of "water for every farm and every person". This sport will help
improve the village.
Given climate change, this campaign is of great significance. In the COVID era,
more than 57,000 water structures were built. The compression work of the water
structure is carried out by linking it with the MNREGA scheme.
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SCHEMES
Startup India Seed Fund Scheme Has Approved
The Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS) has been approved for a period of
four years starting from 2021-22.
Startup India Seed Fund Scheme:
The scheme aims to provide financial assistance to start-ups for proof of concept,
prototype development, product testing, market entry and commercialization.
It will be effective from April 1, 2021.
In the next 4 years, Rs. 945 Crore corpus will be divided and to provide seed
funding for qualified start-ups through qualified incubators across India.
The scheme is expected to support approximately 3,600 startups.
The implementing agency of the scheme is the Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT).
These 3,600 entrepreneurs will represent start-ups in various industries registered
by DPIIT and were established not more than two years ago when applying for the
scheme.
The selected start-up company will be offered up to Rs 20 lakhs as a grant for
proof of concept and provide up to Rs 50 lakhs to commercialize products through
convertible debentures or debt or debt-linked instruments.
The start-ups selected under the scheme are preferably from the following fields:
social impact, waste management, water management, financial inclusion,
education, agriculture, food processing, biotechnology, healthcare, energy,
transportation, defence, aerospace, railway, oil and natural gas, textiles, etc.

Hathkargha Samvardhan Sahayata (HSS) Yojana For Handloom Weavers
The government has introduced Hathkargha Samvardhan Sahayata (HSS) Yojana
for the welfare of handloom weavers.
About HSS Yojana:
The government has introduced Hathkargha Samvardhan Sahayata (HSS) Yojana
for the welfare of handloom weavers. The scheme was launched in 2015-16 and
was renamed Hathkargha Samvardhan Sahayata Yojana in December 2016. The
scheme was introduced to promote technological upgrading in the field of
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handlooms by providing 90% of subsidies to weavers to purchase looms and
accessories.
Scheme objectives:
Promote the upgrading of loom unit technology.
Encourage the development of the ability to create jobs in emerging technological
areas.
The scheme is under the Ministry of Textiles.
Technical upgrades aim to improve fabric quality and increase the productivity of
handloom weavers.

Pradhan Mantri Urja Ganga Project Natural Gas Pipeline
PM is responsible for the 348 km Dobhi-Durgapur Natural Gas Pipeline section
across the country, which is part of the Pradhan Mantri Urja Ganga project.
About the Pradhan Mantri Urja Ganga Project:
This is a natural gas pipeline project that aims to provide cooking gas to people.
It was launched in Varanasi in 2016 and later expanded to people in the states of
Bihar, West Bengal, Orissa and Jharkhand.
The government is actively connecting the eastern states with the national gas grid.
The total length of the pipeline under the Pradhan Mantri Urja Ganga project is
approximately 3,384 kilometers, of which 766 kilometers of pipelines are located in
Orissa, and the remaining 2,618 kilometers are located in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, West Bengal and Assam.
The project will not only provide Compressed Natural Gas for automobiles and
cooking gas to household kitchens in cities along the route, but also provide natural
gas for industries that meet their raw material or fuel needs.
GAIL is implementing the project.

Central Sector Scheme to Tackle Air Pollution And Manage Crop Residues
The Central Sector Scheme entitled "Promotion of Agricultural Mechanization to
manage Crop Residues On-Site in the states of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
NCT of Delhi" has been implemented in 2018-19 and 2019-20.
Highlights:
It was announced in the 2018 budget.
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The objectives of the scheme are:
Protect the environment from air pollution, and prevent the loss of nutrients and
soil microorganisms due to the burning of crop residues.
Promote the on-site management of crop residues by using appropriate mechanized
inputs to retain and blend in the soil.
Through demonstration, capacity building activities and differentiated information,
education and communication strategies, build awareness among stakeholders to
effectively use and manage crop residues.
The scheme was further extended to 2020-21.
Compared with 2016, the number of residue burning incidents in Punjab, Haryana
and UP will be reduced by -30% in 2020. In Punjab, residue combustion decreased
by 22.7%, Haryana decreased by 63.8%, and UP decreased by 52.01%.

Beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
According to reports from Public Sector Banks (PSBs) and 14 major Private Sector
Banks, as of January 2021, a total number of 41.75 crore accounts have been
opened under Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY). This information is
provided by Union MoS, a Finance and Corporate Affairs.
About Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana:
Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) is a national mission that aims to
provide access to various financial services, including Remittance, Credit,
Insurance, Pension, Banking Savings & Deposit Accounts in an affordable manner
Objectives:
Ensure access to financial products and services at reasonable prices.
Use technology to reduce costs and expand the scope of influence.
The basic purpose of the scheme:
Banking the unbanked- open a basic savings bank deposit (BSBD) account with
minimal paperwork, easy KYC, e-KYC, account open in camp mode, zero balance
& zero charges.
Securing the unsecured- issue local debit cards to withdraw cash and pay at
merchant locations, and provide free accident insurance coverage of Rs. 2 lakhs.
Funding the unfunded- Other financial products such as micro-insurance,
overdraft consumption, micro pensions and micro-credit.
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Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyan - Affected by Covid
After the COVID-19 pandemic, Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyan was
established in June 2020 to increase employment and livelihood opportunities for
returned migrant workers and citizens who are also affected in rural areas.
About Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyan:
The large-scale rural public works scheme is launched to increase livelihood
opportunities in rural India.
The districts will join the program through the Common Service Center and Krishi
Vikas Kendras (KVKs).
The campaign will last 125 days and aims to work in task mode to help immigrant
workers.
It will involve strengthening and centralizing the implementation of 25 different
types of jobs to provide employment opportunities and build infrastructure in rural
areas.
The total expenditure for the programme is Rs. 50,000 crores.
Workers will be hired to work on rural housing and rural connectivity, including
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, national highways, railway projects,
community health complexes, gram panchayats, Angnawadis, water conservation,
digging of wells, Plantation and gardening.
The scheme will be coordinated among 12 different Ministries/Departments.

Atmanirbhar Bharat Rojgar Yojana
The purpose of launching Atmanirbhar Bharat Rozgar Yojana (ABRY) is to
incentivize employers to create new jobs as well as social security benefits and
restore lost jobs during the COVID-19 pandemic.
About the Atmanirbhar Bharat Rojgar Yojana (ABRY):
The Indian government will provide a two-year subsidy for new employees hired
between October 1, 2020 or later, and upto June 30, 2021.
For new employees in companies that employ up to 1,000 employees, the Indian
government will pay employees 12% of employee dues and 12% of employer dues,
which is 24% of the salary paid by EPF ( two years).
The Indian government will only pay employees' EPF contribution share, which is
12% of 12% of wages in respect of new employees in establishments employing
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more than 1000 employee for two years.
The monthly salary of employees is less than Rs. 15000 /-If you have not worked
in an organization registered with the Employees Provident Fund Organization
(EPFO) before October 1, 2020, and you do not have a Universal Account Number
or EPF Member Account before October 1, 2020, you are eligible for this benefit.
From March 1, 2020 to September 30, 2020, EPF members who quit their work
during the Covid pandemic and have a Universal Account Number (UAN) with a
monthly salary of less than 15,000 rupees and have not joined any EPF-protected
organization up to September 30 will also be eligible for benefits.

Institutional deliveries Under JSY Increased
Institutional deliveries under the Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) has increased.
Janani Suraksha Yojana:
Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) is a safe motherhood intervention of the National
Rural Health Mission (NHM).
The purpose of this scheme is to reduce maternal and infant mortality by
promoting institutional delivery of pregnant women.
Janani Suraksha Yojana was established in April 2005 by revising the National
Maternity Benefit Scheme (NMBS).
JSY is a centrally sponsored scheme that combines cash assistance with delivery
and post-delivery care.
The scheme focuses on poor pregnant women, and provides special subsidies for
states with low institutional delivery rates.
The scheme also provides performance-based incentives to women health
volunteers called ASHA (Accredited Social Health Activist) to promote
institutional delivery of pregnant women.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Day of Zero Tolerance For Female Genital Mutilation is was on
6 February
In order to fight female genital mutilation, the International Day Of Zero Tolerance
For Female Genital Mutilation is celebrated on February 6 every year.
Highlights:
The United Nations officially commemorated the International Day of Zero
Tolerance of Female Genital Mutilation on February 6, 2003.
Female genital mutilation (FGM) is an internationally recognized violation of the
human rights of girls and women.
This practice involves partial or total removal of external female genitalia or other
injuries to female genital organs due to non-medical reasons.
The World Health Organization divides female genital mutilation into four major
categories.
Type 1: Partial or total removal of the clitoris glans (the outer and visible part of
the clitoris, which is the sensitive part of the female genitalia) and/or the foreskin is
too long/clitoris hood (the skin folds around the clitoris glans).
Type 2: The clitoris glans and labia minora (the internal folds of the vulva) are
partially or completely removed, or the labia majora (the external folds of the vulva
skin) are removed or not.
Type 3: Also known as atrial fibrillation, this refers to the formation of a covering
seal by cutting and repositioning the labia minora or labia majora, sometimes by
stitching, and removing or not removing the clitoris foreskin/oesophagal mask to
reduce the vaginal opening and glans (I Type FGM).
Type 4: This includes all other harmful procedures on the female genitalia for nonmedical purposes, such as stabbing, stabbing, cutting, scraping and burning the
genital area.

Safer Internet Day is on 9th February
In this year 2021, Safer Internet Day is observed on February 9, 2021. Last year the
day was marked on February 11, 2020. That is, it falls on second day of the second
week of February.
Highlights:
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SID is an international event held in February every year. The purpose is to raise
people's awareness of emerging online issues (such as cyberbullying) and choose a
topic that reflects current concerns.
It is organized by the Insafe/INHOPE Awareness Center Network, which is spread
across 30 countries and is funded by the European Union's "Connected European
Facilities Project" (CEF).
SID started in 2004 and is part of the EU's "Children's Internet is Better" policy.
Now, the SID program has been recognized in about 150 countries/regions around
the world.
In order to expand the influence of the plan, the Safer Internet Day Committee was
introduced in 2009. The New Delhi-based NGO DISC (Developing Internet Safe
Community) Foundation is the SID Committee in India.

International Day of Women and Girls in Science is Designated on 11th
February
Every year on February 11, the world celebrates International Women and Girls in
Science Day. 2021 is the sixth International Women's and Girls' Day in Science.
The theme to celebrate this day is "female scientists at the forefront of the fight
against COVID-19." The event was held at the United Nations Headquarters via
video conference.
Highlights:
This incident marked the role of women at the forefront of the fight against
COVID-19.
The event also marked a discussion on gender equality and science, an important
part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
The United Nations began to commemorate International Women's Day through
the UN General Assembly resolution passed on December 22, 2015.
This day is celebrated to recognize the key role played by women and girls in
science and technology. This day is implemented by UNESCO and UN Women.
Various intergovernmental agencies, institutions and civil society partners
cooperate with UNESCO and UN Women. The purpose of commemorating this
day is to promote women and girls in science. It seeks to promote the full and equal
participation of women and girls in scientific activities.
UNESCO's 2014-2016 data show that among all female students, only about 30%
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choose STEM-related fields for higher education. Compared with men, the
enrollment rate of female students in the fields of natural sciences, mathematics and
statistics is lower worldwide. Due to gender bias and lack of representation, women
cannot make progress in the field of science and technology.

World Pulses Day is Designated on 10th February
Since 2018, February 10th has been "World Pulses Day" every year. Pulses day is
dedicated to the importance of pulses. In 2021, celebrate this day with the theme of
"Nutrient Seeds for a Sustainable Future". This time, the large-scale event was
almost held in New York.
Highlights:
The main focus of the event is to raise awareness and recognize the contribution of
pulses in maintaining a sustainable food system and healthy eating.
This day belongs to the second goal of the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals, which is "Zero Hunger".
The day also includes the goals of the United Nations 2030 Agenda. It can be
observed that this day urges people to increase consumption of pulses.
Pulses are rich in nutrients and play a very important role in making the diet
healthy for humans. But some people cannot use pulses, and some people do not
know the nutritional value and health benefits of pulses.
Therefore, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
was established on this day in 2018 and is committed to this event, aiming to raise
people's awareness of pulses and the opportunity to obtain them.
On the occasion of World Pulses Day, people need to consume and donate pulses.
People were asked to raise awareness around them. In many places, people will
impress pulses on the menu to organize lunch or dinner.
Some people participate in donating pulses to people who cannot use them. On
social media, the events organized on the day are shared with hashtags such as
#worldpulsesday, #LovePulses, etc.

National Deworming Day is Designated on 10th February
National Deworming Day is celebrated twice nationwide on February 10 and
August 10 each year.
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Highlights:
The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare dewormed children in 277 different
areas in 11 states and Union territories including Assam and Chhattisgarh. Since
2016, the program for worm children has been expanded to cover all regions of the
country.
Now, National Deworming Day is celebrated twice nationwide on February 10 and
August 10 each year. The main goal today is to eliminate intestinal worms or soilborne worms in children aged 1-19.
According to the World Health Organization, about 2.40 billion children between
the ages of 1 and 15 in India are affected by soil-borne helminthiasis (STH). These
statistics show that India accounts for about 27% of the world's children, and these
children are affected by intestinal worms every year.
On February 10 and August 10, all government and government-sponsored schools
across the country carried out deworming activities for children taking albendazole
tablets.
In February 2015, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare in Assam, Bihar,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Chhattisgarh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Hari The National
Organization for Democratic Development and Tripura were formed in 277 districts
in 11 states and union territories including Yana, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan. In 2016, NDD expanded to cover all regions of the country. Since then,
it has been observed twice nationwide on February 10 and August 10 each year.

National Productivity Day is Designated on 12th February
National Productivity Day is celebrated on February 12 every year to enhance
India's productivity culture. The National Productivity Council (NPC) celebrated
this theme.
Highlights:
The National Productivity Commission celebrates National Productivity Week
from February 12 to February 18, 2020.
The main purpose of the celebration is to encourage stakeholders to implement
productivity tools and techniques.
The National Productivity Council (NPC) is a national organization that promotes
production in India. It was established in 1958 by the Ministry of Industry of the
Government of India. It is an autonomous, multi-party, non-profit organization that
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has been registered under the XXI Association Registration Act of 1860.
In addition, NPC is a member of the Asian Productivity Organization (APO), an
intergovernmental organization based in Tokyo. Is a founding member of the
Indian government.
The headquarters of the National Productivity Council is in New Delhi. The current
director of the National People's Congress is Sh. Arun Kumar Jha, IES.

World Radio Day is Designated on 13th February
Every year February 13th is celebrated as World Radio Day. UNESCO celebrates
this day. The organization calls on all radio stations to maintain diversity.
Highlights:
The main purpose of celebrating World Radio Day is to increase the media and
public's awareness of Radio. It also aims to encourage key decision-makers to
provide information access via radio.
World Radio Day was first celebrated in 2013. The resolution to celebrate World
Radio Day was passed by the United Nations General Assembly in 2012.
Radio is still a widely used communication medium worldwide. In addition, radio
stations can also provide services to various communities, provide a wide range of
views and reflect the diversity of audiences.
The theme of World Radio Day 2021 is "New World, New Radio."

National Womens Day is Designated on 13th February
India celebrates the birthday of Sarojini Naidu as National Women's Day every
February 13th. This year, Nation celebrated its 142nd anniversary. She was born on
February 13, 1879. Her poems are known by the nickname "Indian Nightingale" or
"Bharat Kokila".
Sarojini Naidu:
Sarojini has been very smart since he was a child and passed the 12-level
standardized test when he was 12 years old. When she was 13 years old, she wrote
a poem called "Lake Girl". Her first collection of poems is called "Golden
Threshold". Sarojini's poems "Birds of Time" and "Broken Wings" made her a
famous poet of her time. Naidu first met Gandhiji in the UK in 1914 and dedicated
herself to the country.
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She became the second female president of the Indian National People's Congress
in 1925 and went to South Africa in 1932 as a South African representative. In
1928, she was awarded Kaiser-i-Hind for the work done by the British government
during the Indian plague. On March 2, 1949, she died of a heart attack while
working in her office in Lucknow.
Sarojini Naidu was elected as the chairman of the Indian National Congress (INC)
in 1925. Sarojini Naidu had to go to jail with Gandhiji while participating in several
freedom struggles in India. In 1942, Gandhiji initiated the "Quit India Movement"
and the British government imprisoned Sarojini Naidu for 21 months. In addition,
International Women's Day is celebrated and celebrated on March 8th every year.

World Unani Day is Designated on 11th February
Celebrate World Unani Day on February 11, 2021. The goal of World Unani Day is
to spread the awareness of health care through the Unani medical system.
Highlights:
The goal of World Unani Day is to spread the awareness of health care through the
Unani medical system through its prevention and treatment concepts.
Each and every year, World Unani Day is celebrated in the view of birth
anniversary of Hakim Ajmal Khan.
Principle of the Unani system: It assumes that there are four kinds of humor in the
body: dam (blood), Bowham (phlegm), safra (yellow bile) and sauda (black bile).
The quality and quantity of the four types of humor will affect the health and
disease of the body.
The origin of Unani is Greece. In India, it was introduced by Arabs and Persians
sometime around the 11th century.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
MoU Between India and Afghanistan
India and Afghanistan were signing ceremony of the Memorandum of
Understanding for the construction of the Lalandar "Shatoot" dam, Afghanistan.
Highlights:
The project is part of a New Development Partnership between India and
Afghanistan.
The Lalandar [Shatoot] dam will meet the safe drinking water needs of Kabul City,
provide irrigation water to nearby areas, repair the existing irrigation and drainage
network, assist in flood control and management in the area, and provide electricity
to the region.
This is the second largest dam built by India in Afghanistan, after the IndiaAfghanistan Friendship Dam [Salma Dam] opened in June 2016.
As part of its development cooperation with Afghanistan, India has completed
more than 400 projects covering all 34 provinces of Afghanistan.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) India held its first High Level Dialogue on Trade and Investment with
which association?
A.European Union
B.BRICS
C.ASEAN
D.BIMSTEC

Answer A
Explanation India held its first High Level Dialogue on Trade and Investment with the European
Union. The dialogue was co-chaired by the Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush
Goyal.During the 15th India-EU Leaders Summit held in July 2020, the leaders from both the
sides committed to establish this dialogue. It aims to provide ministerial-level guidance for
promoting the bilateral trade and investment relations.

2) Where is Periyar Tiger Reserve located?
A.Kerala
B.Karnataka
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation The tiger sanctuary will surround the Meghamalai and Srivilliputhur Grizzly
Squirrel Wildlife Sanctuary. The approval was made at the request of environmentalists.The
activists demanded the establishment of a tiger reserve to link the two reserves in adjacent areas
of the Periyar Tiger Reserve in Kerala.

3) Srivilliputhur Wildlife Sanctuary was established in _______________.
A.1988
B.1987
C.1986
D.1985
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Answer A
Explanation Srivilliputhur Wildlife Sanctuary is also known as the Grey Squirrel Wildlife
Sanctuary (GSWS). The sanctuary was established in 1988 to protect grey squirrels that are
endangered at close range. It borders the Periyar Tiger Reserve in the southwest. This reserve is
also known as one of the best-preserved forests south of the Palghat Gap

4) When was National Tiger Protection Authority (NTCA) established ?
A.December 2005
B.December 2004
C.December 2003
D.December 2002

Answer A
Explanation The National Tiger Protection Authority (NTCA) was established in December
2005. The organization was established on the recommendation of the Tiger Task Force formed
by the Prime Minister of India to protect tigers.

5) Who approved fifth tiger reserve in Tamil Nadu ?
A.National Tiger Conservation Authority
B.Wildlife Protection Act of 1972
C.Government of India
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) has approved the
establishment of a fifth tiger reserve in Tamil Nadu.

6) When is National Horticulture Fair planned ?
A.February 8, 2021
B.February 18, 2021
C.February 28, 2021
D.February 25, 2021
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Answer A
Explanation The National Horticultural Expo will begin on February 8, 2021. The five-day event
will be held on the campus of the Indian Institute of Horticulture (IIHR). People from all over
India will also participate in this event virtually.

7) National Horticulture Fair is _____________ days event.
A.2
B.5
C.7
D.10

Answer B
Explanation The National Horticultural Expo will begin on February 8, 2021. The five-day event
will be held on the campus of the Indian Institute of Horticulture (IIHR). People from all over
India will also participate in this event virtually.

8) Where will National Horticulture Fair happen ?
A.Indian Institute of Horticulture
B.Indian Council of Agricultural Research
C.Indian Institute of Technology
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The National Horticultural Expo will begin on February 8, 2021. The five-day event
will be held on the campus of the Indian Institute of Horticulture (IIHR). People from all over
India will also participate in this event virtually.

9) Who organizes National Horticulture Fair ?
A.Indian Institute of Horticulture
B.Indian Council of Agricultural Research
C.Indian Institute of Technology
D.None

Answer B
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Explanation The theme of the National Horticultural Expo in 2021 will be: "India's emerging
and standing gardening". The theme aims to encourage farmers to become entrepreneurs.The
expo will be organized by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and the Indian
Institute of Horticulture (IIHR). It can be held almost offline.In the COVID-19 pandemic, the
actual entry limit for participants is 30,000.

10) Where is Indian Institute of Horticulture headquartered ?
A.Bangalore
B.Chennai
C.Kolkata
D.Mumbai

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Institute of Horticulture (IIHR) is an autonomous organization. It
engages in basic, strategic, anticipated and applied research on all aspects of gardening. Its
headquarters is located in Bangalore, Karnataka.

11) ______________ is known as the father of Indian gardening.
A.L.H. Bailey
B.M.H. Marigowda
C.Tony Avent
D.None

Answer B
Explanation L.H. Bailey is known as the father of American gardening. On the other hand, M.H.
Marigowda is known as the father of Indian gardening.

12) ______________ is known as the father of American gardening.
A.L.H. Bailey
B.M.H. Marigowda
C.Tony Avent
D.None

Answer A
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Explanation L.H. Bailey is known as the father of American gardening. On the other hand, M.H.
Marigowda is known as the father of Indian gardening.

13) Ratha Saptami Festival to be on _____________.
A.19th February
B.20th February
C.15th February
D.16th February

Answer A
Explanation This year's Ratha Saptami Music Festival will be celebrated on February 19, 2021.

14) Ratha Saptami Festival is related to ____________.
A.sun god Surya
B.Brahma
C.Shiva
D.Vishnu

Answer A
Explanation Ratha Saptami is an annual Hindu festival dedicated to the sun god Surya. It
consists of two words-"Ratha" means chariot and "Saptami" means seventh. On this day, a oneday Brahma was held in Tirumala (Andhra Pradesh)

15) When was International Day of Zero Tolerance For Female Genital
Mutilation celebrated ?
A.Feb 6
B.Feb 5
C.Feb 4
D.Feb 3

Answer A
Explanation In order to fight female genital mutilation, the International Day Of Zero Tolerance
For Female Genital Mutilationis is celebrated on February 6 every year.
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16) Who will operate MCA21 Version 3.0 ?
A.TCS
B.L&T InfoTech
C.Accenture
D.Zoho

Answer B
Explanation The MCA21 V3 project further aims to change the corporate regulatory
environment in India.The project is helped by the latest technologies such as artificial
intelligence.The main components of the project include electronic review, electronic
adjudication, MCA laboratory, electronic consulting and compliance management system
(CMS).The project will be operated by L&T InfoTech.

17) When will be MCA21 Version 3.0 launched ?
A.Oct 2021
B.Sep 2021
C.Aug 2021
D.Jul 2021

Answer A
Explanation The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) will release version 3.0 of MCA21
driven by data analysis from October 2021 to the 2021-22 fiscal year. The MCA213.0 version
system is a task-based e-government project in India.

18) When was iDEX launched ?
A.April 2018
B.April 2017
C.April 2016
D.April 2015

Answer A
Explanation iDEX was launched by the Prime Minister in April 2018, and its core goal is to
create a corporate model that meets India's Defense needs and enable the defense sector to take
advantage of start-ups.
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19) How many Indias First Geothermal Power Project in Ladakh comprises
of?
A.4
B.3
C.2
D.1

Answer A
Explanation The project will be completed in four stages. ONGC Energy signed a tripartite
memorandum of understanding (MoU) for the establishment and implementation of the first
phase on February 6, 2021. Ministry of Electricity of LAHDC, Leh and UT LadakhThis
geothermal project is called a geothermal field development project. It will be put into use at the
end of 2022.

20) When will Indias First Geothermal Power Project in Ladakh put into use?
A.2022
B.2023
C.2024
D.2025

Answer A
Explanation The project will be completed in four stages. ONGC Energy signed a tripartite
memorandum of understanding (MoU) for the establishment and implementation of the first
phase on February 6, 2021. Ministry of Electricity of LAHDC, Leh and UT LadakhThis
geothermal project is called a geothermal field development project. It will be put into use at the
end of 2022.

21) Where is Puga Village located?
A.Southeast of Ladakh
B.Southwest of Ladakh
C.Northeast of Ladakh
D.Northwest of Ladakh

Answer A
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Explanation In Puga Village, scientists have discovered geothermal energy with a potential of
more than 100 megawatts. It is located in the southeast of Ladakh. The village is part of the
tropical Himalayas.

22) In Puga Village, scientists have discovered geothermal energy with a
potential of more than _____________ megawatts.
A.100
B.150
C.120
D.20

Answer A
Explanation In Puga Village, scientists have discovered geothermal energy with a potential of
more than 100 megawatts. It is located in the southeast of Ladakh. The village is part of the
tropical Himalayas.

23) When Rajya Sabha passed the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization
(Amendment) Act 2021?
A.Feb 8, 2021
B.Feb 7, 2021
C.Feb 6, 2021
D.Feb 5, 2021

Answer A
Explanation Rajya Sabha passed the

24) When Jammu and Kashmir became Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh?
A.Oct 31, 2019
B.Oct 31, 2020
C.Oct 31, 2018
D.Oct 30, 2019

Answer A
Explanation The 2019 Act re-divided Jammu and Kashmir into two states on October 31, 2019,
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namely Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. It restructured the area of J&K, which has always been
part of the larger area of Kashmir, which is a dispute between India, Pakistan and China.

25) SASE works under the leadership of the ________________.
A.Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO)
B.Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)
C.Government of India (GoI)
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The Snow and Avalanche Research Institute (SASE) is investigating the matter.
SASE works under the leadership of the Defence Research and Development Organization
(DRDO). The exact cause of the flooding is unclear.

26) In Nandaprayag, _______________ River merges with the Alaknanda
River.
A.Dhauliganga
B.Nandakini
C.Pindar
D.Mandakini

Answer B
Explanation In Vishnuprayag, the Dhauliganga River merges with the Alaknanda River. In
Nandaprayag, the Nandakini River meets Alaknanda. In Karnaprayag, the Pindar River meets
Alaknanda. In Rudraprayag, the Mandakini River meets Alaknanda.The Bhagirathi River merges
with Alaknanda at Devprayag and officially becomes the Ganges. Dhauliganga is one of the six
major water sources of the Ganges. This river merges with the Alaknanda River at Vishnuprayag
in Joshimath.

27) In Vishnuprayag, _______________ River merges with the Alaknanda
River.
A.Dhauliganga
B.Nandakini
C.Pindar
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D.Mandakini

Answer A
Explanation In Vishnuprayag, the Dhauliganga River merges with the Alaknanda River. In
Nandaprayag, the Nandakini River meets Alaknanda. In Karnaprayag, the Pindar River meets
Alaknanda. In Rudraprayag, the Mandakini River meets Alaknanda.The Bhagirathi River merges
with Alaknanda at Devprayag and officially becomes the Ganges. Dhauliganga is one of the six
major water sources of the Gnges. This river merges with the Alaknanda River at Vishnuprayag
in Joshimath.

28) In Karnaprayag, _______________ River merges with the Alaknanda
River.
A.Dhauliganga
B.Nandakini
C.Pindar
D.Mandakini

Answer C
Explanation In Vishnuprayag, the Dhauliganga River merges with the Alaknanda River. In
Nandaprayag, the Nandakini River meets Alaknanda. In Karnaprayag, the Pindar River meets
Alaknanda. In Rudraprayag, the Mandakini River meets Alaknanda.The Bhagirathi River merges
with Alaknanda at Devprayag and officially becomes the Ganges. Dhauliganga is one of the six
major water sources of the Ganges. This river merges with the Alaknanda River at Vishnuprayag
in Joshimath.

29) In Rudraprayag, _______________ River merges with the Alaknanda
River.
A.Dhauliganga
B.Nandakini
C.Pindar
D.Mandakini

Answer D
Explanation In Vishnuprayag, the Dhauliganga River merges with the Alaknanda River. In
Nandaprayag, the Nandakini River meets Alaknanda. In Karnaprayag, the Pindar River meets
Alaknanda. In Rudraprayag, the Mandakini River meets Alaknanda.The Bhagirathi River merges
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with Alaknanda at Devprayag and officially becomes the Ganges. Dhauliganga is one of the six
major water sources of the Ganges. This river merges with the Alaknanda River at Vishnuprayag
in Joshimath.

30) Where is the headquarters of Square Kilometer Array Observatory?
A.USA
B.UK
C.EU
D.China

Answer B
Explanation The Square Kilometer Array Observatory is a new intergovernmental organization.
It is dedicated to radio astronomy. Its headquarters are in the UK.Currently, the Square Kilometer
Array Observatory is composed of organizations from ten countries, namely Canada, China,
Australia, India, New Zealand, Italy, Sweden, South Africa, the United Kingdom and the
Netherlands.

31) Square kilometer array telescope will be established in ____________.
A.Africa
B.Australia
C.Africa and Australia
D.None

Answer C
Explanation The square kilometer array is the largest radio telescope in the world. The telescope
will be established in Africa and Australia.The installation of the telescope will take ten years.
SKAO will be responsible for the operation, maintenance and construction of the telescope.
Since, the discovery of radio signals in the 1930s, astronomers have been using radio telescopes.

32) When is Safer Internet Day observed in 2021?
A.Feb 9
B.Feb 11
C.Feb 13
D.Feb 15
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Answer A
Explanation In this year 2021, Safer Internet Day is observed on February 9, 2021. Last year the
day was marked on February 11, 2020. That is, it falls on second day of the second week of
February.

33) When is Safer Internet Day observed in 2020?
A.Feb 9
B.Feb 11
C.Feb 13
D.Feb 15

Answer B
Explanation In this year 2021, Safer Internet Day is observed on February 9, 2021. Last year the
day was marked on February 11, 2020. That is, it falls on second day of the second week of
February.

34) Safer Internet Day is started in _______________.
A.2004
B.2002
C.2001
D.2000

Answer A
Explanation SID started in 2004 and is part of the EUs "Childrens Internet is Better" policy.
Now, the SID program has been recognized in about 150 countries/regions around the world.

35) When was Pradhan Mantri Urja Ganga Project launched?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
D.2018

Answer B
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Explanation This is a natural gas pipeline project that aims to provide cooking gas to people.It
was launched in Varanasi in 2016 and later expanded to people in the states of Bihar, West
Bengal, Orissa and Jharkhand.

36) Alaknanda River has ____________ main tributaries
A.five
B.four
C.six
D.nine

Answer A
Explanation Alaknanda has five main tributaries, followed by Dhauliganga River, Nandakini
River, Pindar River, Mandakini River and Bhagirathi River. They all rose up in the mountains of
northern Uttarakhand. Due to the high level of rafting, it is one of the best rafting rivers in the
world.

37) NCAER is a non-profit economic think tank based in ________________.
A.New Delhi
B.Chennai
C.Kolkata
D.Mumbai

Answer A
Explanation NCAER is a non-profit economic think tank based in New Delhi.NCAER conducts
research in the field of economics.It was established in 1956. Currently, Nandan Nilekani is the
president of the governing body.

38) NCAER is established in _______________.
A.1956
B.1990
C.1985
D.1958

Answer A
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Explanation NCAER is a non-profit economic think tank based in New Delhi.NCAER conducts
research in the field of economics.It was established in 1956. Currently, Nandan Nilekani is the
president of the governing body.

39) When was Pong Lake declared a Ramsar wetland?
A.November 2002
B.November 2003
C.November 2004
D.November 2005

Answer A
Explanation In 1983, the entire reservoir was declared a wildlife sanctuary by the Himalayas
government.In 1994, the Indian government declared it a "wetland of national importance". In
November 2002, Pong Lake was declared a Ramsar wetland.

40) Where was Pong Dam Lake Wildlife Sanctuary located?
A.Himachal Pradesh
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Uttar Pradesh
D.Arunachal Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation In the winter of 2020-21, more than 100,000 migrating waterfowl will arrive at the
Pong Dam Lake Wildlife Reserve in Himachal Pradesh. Pong Dam Lake Wildlife Sanctuary is
located in Kangra District of Himachal Pradesh.

41) When was Pong Dam built on the opposite bank of the Bis River?
A.1975
B.1976
C.1977
D.1978

Answer A
Explanation In 1975, the Pong Dam was built on the opposite bank of the Bis River. It is also
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called Pong Reservoir or Maharana Pratap Sagar.In 1983, the entire reservoir was declared a
wildlife sanctuary by the Himalayas government.In 1994, the Indian government declared it a
"wetland of national importance". In November 2002, Pong Lake was declared a Ramsar
wetland.

42) When was Pong Reservoir declared as Wildlife Sanctaury?
A.1983
B.1987
C.1988
D.1989

Answer A
Explanation In 1975, the Pong Dam was built on the opposite bank of the Bis River. It is also
called Pong Reservoir or Maharana Pratap Sagar.In 1983, the entire reservoir was declared a
wildlife sanctuary by the Himalayas government.In 1994, the Indian government declared it a
"wetland of national importance". In November 2002, Pong Lake was declared a Ramsar
wetland.

43) When was Greater Himalayan National Park declared as a World
Heritage Site by UNESCO?
A.2011
B.2012
C.2013
D.2014

Answer D
Explanation Greater Himalayan National Park: The Greater Himalayas National Park is located
in the Banjaar district of Kullu District and was officially declared a national park in 1999. In
2014, Great Himalayan National Park was listed as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO for its
outstanding contribution to biodiversity conservation.

44) When was Pin National Park established?
A.1987
B.1988
C.1989

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 8 - February 14, 2021)

D.1990

Answer A
Explanation Pin National Park: Pin Valley National Park, located in Lahaul and Spiti districts,
was established in 1987. Various endangered species such as snow leopards and Siberian ibex can
find their natural habitats.

45) When was Inderkilla National Park established?
A.2010
B.2011
C.2012
D.2013

Answer A
Explanation Inderkilla National Park: Inderkilla National Park is located in Kuru district of
Himachal State and was established in 2010. Animals in the Himalayas, such as leopards, deer
and birds, and even rare birds in summer, the types of insects are also different and can be seen
from time to time.

46) When was Khirganga National Park established?
A.2010
B.2011
C.2012
D.2013

Answer A
Explanation Khirganga National Park: Khirganga National Park is located in Kuru and was
established in 2010. The national park is located at an altitude of about 5500 meters, distributed
in an area of about 710 square kilometers.

47) When was Simbalbara National Park established?
A.1958
B.1957
C.1956
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D.1955

Answer A
Explanation Simbalbara National Park: Simbalbara National Park is located in the Panta Valley
of Sirmour District. It was established as Simbalbara Wildlife Sanctuary in 1958, covering an
area of 19.03 square kilometers.

48) Where is Himebasti village located?
A.Arunachal Pradesh
B.Himachal Pradesh
C.Uttar Pradesh
D.Madhya Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation Scientists from the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG) conducted a
large trench excavation in Himebasti village in Arunachal Pradesh. Geological technology has
analyzed it.WIHG is an autonomous agency under the Department of Science and Technology
(DST) of the Government of India.

49) WIHG is an autonomous agency under the ___________.
A.Department of Science and Technology
B.Ministry of Science and Technology
C.Ministry of Commerce
D.Ministry of Railways

Answer A
Explanation Scientists from the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG) conducted a
large trench excavation in Himebasti village in Arunachal Pradesh. Geological technology has
analyzed it.WIHG is an autonomous agency under the Department of Science and Technology
(DST) of the Government of India.

50) Sadiya Town is about 145 kilometers ____________ of the Subansiri River
A.Southeast
B.Southwest
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C.Northeast
D.Northwest

Answer A
Explanation Scientists found large tree trunks in the youngest flood sediments at the exit of the
Subansiri River (Sadiya Town is about 145 kilometers southeast of the Subansiri River), which
indicates that the river experienced a series of aftershocks until six months later before the
earthquake occurred.

51) Where is Worlds First Artificial Island to be launched?
A.Denmark
B.Switzerland
C.New York
D.London

Answer A
Explanation The Danish government approved a plan to build an artificial island in the North
Sea as part of its efforts to switch to green energy.

52) Worlds First Artificial Island in Denmark will be located about
_____________ kilometers from the North Sea
A.80
B.90
C.130
D.120

Answer A
Explanation The artificial island will be located about 80 kilometers from the North Sea, most of
which will be owned by the Danish government.Its main purpose is to provide large-scale
offshore wind power.The idea is to connect and distribute power between Denmark and
neighboring countries.

53) _____________ to Launch 40 Satellites in 2021 of March
A.Russia
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B.UK
C.USA
D.China

Answer A
Explanation The Russian Aerospace Industry announced that Russia will launch 40 satellites
into orbit from 18 different countries in the world in March 2021.

54) When will Russia launch 40 satellites?
A.March 2021
B.March 2022
C.March 2023
D.March 2024

Answer A
Explanation The Russian Aerospace Industry announced that Russia will launch 40 satellites
into orbit from 18 different countries in the world in March 2021.

55) When Soyuz launched its first satellite?
A.1966
B.1980
C.1960
D.1986

Answer A
Explanation Soyuz: It is a family of Soviet expendable launch systems. It was developed by
OKB-1, and Progress Rocket Space Center was manufactured in Samara, Russia. It launched its
first satellite in 1966. So far, it has launched more than 1,700 flights. It is the most commonly
used launch vehicle in the world.

56) When was Anganwadi established?
A.1975
B.1976
C.1977
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D.1978

Answer A
Explanation Anganwadi is a kind of rural childcare center in India. These centers were
established by the Indian government in 1975. These centers were established under the
Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) program to eliminate child hunger and
malnutrition.

57) The Integrated Child Development Program was launched in
____________.
A.1975
B.1976
C.1977
D.1978

Answer A
Explanation The Integrated Child Development Program was launched in 1975. Although the
Morarji Desai government suspended the plan in 1978, it restarted the plan in the Tenth FiveYear Plan.

58) Where is headquarters of UNHCR?
A.Geneva
B.Georgia
C.London
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The UN Human Rights Commission was reorganized from its predecessor, the UN
Human Rights Commission, to help overcome the "credibility flaws" of the previous
organization. organization.The headquarters of UNHCR is in Geneva, Switzerland.

59) When is International Day of Women and Girls in Science observed?
A.Feb 11
B.Feb 12
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C.Feb 13
D.Feb 14

Answer A
Explanation Every year on February 11, the world celebrates International Women and Girls in
Science Day. 2021 is the sixth International Women's and Girls' Day in Science. The theme to
celebrate this day is "female scientists at the forefront of the fight against COVID-19." The event
was held at the United Nations Headquarters via video conference.

60) The year 2021 holds ____________ International Day of Women and Girls
in Science.
A.6th
B.7th
C.8th
D.9th

Answer A
Explanation Every year on February 11, the world celebrates International Women and Girls in
Science Day. 2021 is the sixth International Women's and Girls' Day in Science. The theme to
celebrate this day is "female scientists at the forefront of the fight against COVID-19." The event
was held at the United Nations Headquarters via video conference.

61) What is the theme of the International Day of Women and Girls in Science
2021?
A.Female scientists at the forefront of the fight against COVID-19.
B.Female scientists fighting against COVID-19.
C.Scientists at the forefront of the fight against COVID-19.
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Every year on February 11, the world celebrates International Women and Girls in
Science Day. 2021 is the sixth International Women's and Girls' Day in Science. The theme to
celebrate this day is "female scientists at the forefront of the fight against COVID-19." The event
was held at the United Nations Headquarters via video conference.
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62) When was Tianwen-1 entered Mars Orbit?
A.February 10, 2021
B.February 10, 2020
C.February 11, 2021
D.February 11, 2020

Answer A
Explanation On February 10, 2021, a Chinese spacecraft named " Tianwen 1" successfully
entered Mars orbit. The probe entered MARS orbit after 6 and a half months from Earth.

63) Tianwen-1 belongs to which of the following country?
A.India
B.China
C.USA
D.Japan

Answer B
Explanation On February 10, 2021, a Chinese spacecraft named " Tianwen 1" successfully
entered Mars orbit. The probe entered MARS orbit after 6 and a half months from Earth.

64) When was Tianwen-1 launched at Wenchang Spacecraft Launch Site?
A.July 23, 2020
B.July 22, 2020
C.July 21, 2020
D.July 20, 2020

Answer A
Explanation Tianwen-1 is an interplanetary mission of the China National Space Administration
(CNSA). According to the mission, the Chinese Space Administration sent a robotic spacecraft to
Mars. The spacecraft was successfully launched at the Wenchang Spacecraft Launch Site on July
23, 2020. It was launched from the heavy launch vehicle of the Long March on May 5.

65) In which year China and Russia launched Probe for Mars mission?
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A.2011
B.2010
C.2009
D.2008

Answer A
Explanation Tianwen-1 is an interplanetary mission of the China National Space Administration
(CNSA). According to the mission, the Chinese Space Administration sent a robotic spacecraft to
Mars. The spacecraft was successfully launched at the Wenchang Spacecraft Launch Site on July
23, 2020. It was launched from the heavy launch vehicle of the Long March on May 5. The
spacecraft was named Tianwen-1, which means a Chinese poem written two thousand years ago.
This is China's first independent MARS mission after the failure of the probe jointly launched by
China and Russia in 2011.

66) When was National Payment Corporation of India (NPCI) established?
A.2001
B.2005
C.2008
D.2011

Answer C
Explanation The National Payment Corporation of India (NPCI) is a non-profit organization. It
operates a retail payment and settlement system in India. It was established in 2008 by the
Reserve Bank of India and the Indian Banking Association. Registered in accordance with Article
8 of the 2013 Company Law.

67) Who established National Payment Corporation of India (NPCI)?
A.Reserve Bank of India
B.Indian Banking Association
C.Reserve Bank of India and the Indian Banking Association
D.None

Answer C
Explanation The National Payment Corporation of India (NPCI) is a non-profit organization. It
operates a retail payment and settlement system in India. It was established in 2008 by the
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Reserve Bank of India and the Indian Banking Association. Registered in accordance with Article
8 of the 2013 Company Law.

68) India will launch its first diesel tractor on _____________, which has been
converted to compressed natural gas (CNG).
A.February 12, 2021
B.February 13, 2021
C.February 14, 2021
D.February 15, 2021

Answer A
Explanation India will launch its first diesel tractor on February 12, 2021, which has been
converted to compressed natural gas (CNG).

69) Which among the following are features of CNG? a. CNG is a clean fuel. b.
Among all fuels, compressed natural gas has the lowest carbon content. c.
CNG is economical because the lead content is zero.
A.Only A
B.Only B and C
C.Only C
D.All the three

Answer D
Explanation CNG is a clean fuel. Among all fuels, compressed natural gas has the lowest carbon
content. This is economical because the lead content is zero. It is essentially non-corrosive, nondilutable and non-polluting. These features help extend the life of the engine. In addition, the fuel
requires less regular maintenance.

70) When was World Pulses Day observed?
A.February 10
B.February 11
C.February 12
D.February 13
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Answer A
Explanation Since 2018, February 10th has been "World Pulses Day" every year. Pulses day is
dedicated to the importance of pulses. In 2021, celebrate this day with the theme of "Nutrient
Seeds for a Sustainable Future". This time, the large-scale event was almost held in New York.

71) What is the theme of World Pulses Day 2021?
A.Nutrient Seeds for a Sustainable Future
B.Pulses for a Sustainable Future
C.Seeds for a Sustainable Future
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Since 2018, February 10th has been "World Pulses Day" every year. Pulses day is
dedicated to the importance of pulses. In 2021, celebrate this day with the theme of "Nutrient
Seeds for a Sustainable Future". This time, the large-scale event was almost held in New York.

72) From Which World Pulses Day celebrated?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
D.2018

Answer D
Explanation Since 2018, February 10th has been "World Pulses Day" every year. Pulses day is
dedicated to the importance of pulses. In 2021, celebrate this day with the theme of "Nutrient
Seeds for a Sustainable Future". This time, the large-scale event was almost held in New York.

73) Where was World Pulses Day celebrated?
A.New York
B.London
C.Paris
D.None

Answer A
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Explanation Since 2018, February 10th has been "World Pulses Day" every year. Pulses day is
dedicated to the importance of pulses. In 2021, celebrate this day with the theme of "Nutrient
Seeds for a Sustainable Future". This time, the large-scale event was almost held in New York.

74) When will Indian Toy Fair 2021 website launched?
A.February 11, 2021
B.February 10, 2021
C.February 13, 2021
D.February 15, 2021

Answer A
Explanation The government will fully launch the website of the Indian Toy Fair 2021. Toy fair
website will be launched on February 11, 2021. It will be initiated by Iranian Textile Minister
Smriti, Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank and Industry and Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal in New Delhi.

75) India's first toy fair (Indian Toy Fair) will be held from ____________.
A.February 27 to March 2, 2021
B.February 25 to March 2, 2021
C.February 23 to March 2, 2021
D.February 21 to March 2, 2021

Answer A
Explanation India's first toy fair (Indian Toy Fair) will be held from February 27 to March 2,
2021.The exhibition is jointly organized by the Ministry of Textiles, the Ministry of Education
and the Ministry of Industry and Commerce. This is a virtual activity designed to provide
children with happy learning opportunities.

76) When was Centre for Creative Learning (CCL) established?
A.April 2017
B.April 2015
C.April 2013
D.April 2011

Answer A
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Explanation The Creative Learning Center (CCL) was established in April 2017. The center
consists of a team of 10 people and aims to cultivate the scientific temperament and creativity of
students and teachers. CCL has created more than 200 toys and models that can be displayed in
virtual events. It also acts as a panel of experts in the content provider of the toy fair.

77) Rajasthan became the ____________ state to complete the reform of the
One Nation One Ration Card system.
A.11th
B.12th
C.10th
D.09th

Answer B
Explanation Rajasthan became the 12th state to complete the reform of the One Nation One
Ration Card system.

78) Janani Suraksha Yojana was established in _____________.
A.April 2005
B.April 2008
C.April 2011
D.April 2014

Answer A
Explanation Janani Suraksha Yojana was established in April 2005 by revising the National
Maternity Benefit Scheme (NMBS).JSY is a centrally sponsored scheme that combines cash
assistance with delivery and post-delivery care.

79) The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is a ____________
body.
A.statutory
B.constitutional
C.non-constitutional
D.Independent
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Answer A
Explanation The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is a statutory body formed by
passing the 2020 Aircraft (Amendment) Bill. This agency is responsible for investigating aviation
accidents and incidents. It also maintains all aviation-related regulations. The agency is
headquartered in New Delhi.

80) Where is headquarters of Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)?
A.New Delhi
B.Chennai
C.Mumbai
D.Kolkata

Answer A
Explanation The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is a statutory body formed by
passing the 2020 Aircraft (Amendment) Bill. This agency is responsible for investigating aviation
accidents and incidents. It also maintains all aviation-related regulations. The agency is
headquartered in New Delhi.

81) The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) announced that it will
increase air travel fares on ____________.
A.February 11, 2021
B.February 12, 2021
C.February 13, 2021
D.February 14, 2021

Answer A
Explanation The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) announced that it will increase
air travel fares on February 11, 2021. The fare has been increased to 5600 rupees.

82) When is World Unani Day celebrated?
A.Feb 11
B.Feb 12
C.Feb 13
D.Feb 14

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 8 - February 14, 2021)

Answer A
Explanation Celebrate World Unani Day on February 11, 2021. The goal of World Unani Day is
to spread the awareness of health care through the Unani medical system.

83) World Unani Day is celebrated in the view of birth anniversary of
____________.
A.Hakim Ajmal Khan
B.Hakim Ameer Khan
C.Hakim Ajval Khan
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The goal of World Unani Day is to spread the awareness of health care through the
Unani medical system through its prevention and treatment concepts.Each and every year, World
Unani Day is celebrated in the view of birth anniversary of Hakim Ajmal Khan.

84) Origin of Unani is _____________.
A.Greece
B.China
C.India
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The origin of Unani is Greece. In India, it was introduced by Arabs and Persians
sometime around the 11th century.

85) The origin of Unani is Greece. In India, it was introduced by Arabs and
Persians sometime around the ____________ century.
A.11th
B.12th
C.13th
D.14th
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Answer A
Explanation The origin of Unani is Greece. In India, it was introduced by Arabs and Persians
sometime around the 11th century.

86) The relationship between India and Maldives was established in
____________.
A.1966
B.1965
C.1964
D.1963

Answer A
Explanation The relationship between India and Maldives was established in 1966. India is one
of the countries that recognized the Maldives after gaining independence in 1965. The two
countries have race, language, religion, culture and business ties.

87) India is one of the countries that recognized the Maldives after gaining
independence in ____________.
A.1965
B.1966
C.1967
D.1968

Answer A
Explanation The relationship between India and Maldives was established in 1966. India is one
of the countries that recognized the Maldives after gaining independence in 1965. The two
countries have race, language, religion, culture and business ties. Currently, there are 25,000
Indians in Maldives. Both countries are founding members of SAARC.

88) The Export-Import Bank has signed an agreement with the Maldives
government to provide a supported credit line of US$400 million on
____________.
A.October 12, 2020
B.October 13, 2020
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C.October 14, 2020
D.October 15, 2020

Answer A
Explanation The Export-Import Bank has signed an agreement with the Maldives government to
provide a supported credit line of US$400 million on October 12, 2020.The Greater Male
Connectivity project is the project from Male to Thilafushi Link project in Maldives. The credit
line agreement will come into effect on January 28, 2021. The service life of the terminal is 60
months after the project completion date.

89) Technical Information, Forecasting and Evaluation Committee (TIFAC)
was established in _____________.
A.1988
B.1990
C.1992
D.1994

Answer A
Explanation The Technical Information, Forecasting and Evaluation Committee (TIFAC) is an
autonomous organization. It was established in 1988. Under the Ministry of Science and
Technology. The organization works in the technical field and evaluates the technological
trajectory. It strives to develop technology by using technological innovation.

90) Technical Information, Forecasting and Evaluation Committee (TIFAC) is
under ____________ Ministry
A.Science and Technology
B.Earth Science
C.Railways
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The Technical Information, Forecasting and Evaluation Committee (TIFAC) is an
autonomous organization. It was established in 1988. Under the Ministry of Science and
Technology. The organization works in the technical field and evaluates the technological
trajectory. It strives to develop technology by using technological innovation.
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91) When is Jalabhishekam Water Conservation Campaign?
A.February 11
B.February 12
C.February 13
D.February 14

Answer A
Explanation On February 11, 2021, Union Defense Minister Ranjanath Singh the
"Jalabhishekam Water Conservation Campaign" held the inauguration ceremony for 57,000
floating structures, almost from New Delhi.

92) The Karnataka government notified that Vijayanagara City has officially
become the ____________ district of Karnataka.
A.31st
B.33rd
C.29th
D.30th

Answer A
Explanation The Karnataka government notified that Vijayanagara City has officially become
the 31st district of Karnataka. The headquarters of the region is located in Hosapete.

93) Which is headquarters of Vijayanagara region?
A.Hosapete
B.Kudligi
C.Harapanahalli
D.Hoovina Hadagali

Answer A
Explanation The Karnataka government notified that Vijayanagara City has officially become
the 31st district of Karnataka. The headquarters of the region is located in Hosapete.

94) Karnataka Cabinet formally approved the establishment of the new
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Vijayanagara District on ____________.
A.November 18, 2020
B.November 19, 2020
C.November 20, 2020
D.November 21, 2020

Answer A
Explanation The creation of the new district will help promote tourism to places such as Hampi
Temple. Therefore, the Karnataka Cabinet formally approved the establishment of the new
Vijayanagara District on November 18, 2020.

95) When is National Deworming Day celebrated?
A.February 10
B.August 10
C.May 10
D.Both A and B

Answer A
Explanation Now, National Deworming Day is celebrated twice nationwide on February 10 and
August 10 each year. The main goal today is to eliminate intestinal worms or soil-borne worms in
children aged 1-19.

96) National Productivity Day is on ______________.
A.Feb 12
B.Feb 13
C.Feb 14
D.Feb 15

Answer A
Explanation National Productivity Day is celebrated on February 12 every year to enhance
Indias productivity culture. The National Productivity Council (NPC) celebrated this theme.

97) When is world radio day?
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A.Feb 13
B.Feb 12
C.Feb 11
D.Feb 10

Answer A
Explanation Every year February 13th is celebrated as World Radio Day. UNESCO celebrates
this day. The organization calls on all radio stations to maintain diversity.

98) When is National Womens Day celebrated?
A.Feb 13
B.Feb 14
C.Feb 15
D.Feb 16

Answer A
Explanation India celebrates the birthday of Sarojini Naidu as National Womens Day every
February 13th. This year, Nation celebrated its 142nd anniversary. She was born on February 13,
1879. Her poems are known by the nickname "Indian Nightingale" or "Bharat Kokila"
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