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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India Organized a Workshop
The Indian Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board organized a workshop on "Creditor
Committee: An Institution of Public Trust.
Highlights:
This is the fifth such workshop in this series, and its purpose is to benefit financial
creditors, who are the Committee of Creditors (CoC) formed under the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC).
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI): IBBI was established under
IBC in 2016. It is the regulator responsible for overseeing insolvency proceedings.
It is responsible for the implementation of the IBC, which merges and amends laws
related to the reorganization and insolvency settlement of corporate persons,
partnerships firms and individuals.
It has regulatory oversight over: Insolvency Professionals, Insolvency Professional
Agencies, Insolvency Professional Entities, Information Utilities
Formulate and implement the following rules: Corporate insolvency resolution,
Corporate liquidation, Individual insolvency resolution, Individual bankruptcy.

World Bank Supports STARS Project
Department of Economic Affairs (DEA) and the World Bank signed a financial
support agreement for the STARS project.
Highlights:
The Department of Economic Affairs (DEA), the World Bank and the Ministry of
Education signed a financial support agreement for the implementation of the
Ministry of Education's "Strengthening Teaching-Learning and Results for States
(STARS)" project.
The STARS project will be implemented as a new Centrally Sponsored Scheme
under the Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL), MOE.
The project involves six states, namely Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Kerala and Orissa. Various interventions will be provided to the
identified states to improve the quality of education.
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NSO released Revised Estimates of Economic Growth
The National Statistical Office (NSO) released revised estimates of Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) data on January 29, 2020. This data has been revised for the
2017-18 to 2019-20 fiscal year.
Highlights:
The first revised estimate shows a 4% increase in GDP in the 2019-20 fiscal year.
This is 20 basis points lower than the 4.2% growth in provisional estimate released
in 2020.
This highlights that GDP is expected to shrink by 7.7% in 2020-21 and will grow
to 7.8%.
The second revised estimate of GPD for 2018-19 is 6.5%, while the third revised
estimate of 2017-18 GDP is 6.8%.
Previously, GDP growth in 2018-19 and 2017-18 was 6.1% and 7%, respectively.
In addition, the revised estimates for 2019-20 have reduced the growth of the
primary and secondary sectors. However, it expects a positive growth trajectory in
the tertiary sector.
The Gross Value Added (GVA) of the secondary sector shrank by 1.1% in
2019-20, while the GVA of the tertiary sector will increase by 7.2% in the revised
estimate.

Aatma Nirbhar Swasth Bharat Yojana and Mission Poshan 2.0 2021 Budget
Indian Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced two new central
sponsorship plans, namely Prime Minister Aatma Nirbhar Swasth Bharat Yojana
and Mission Poshan 2.0 while announcing the alliance budget for 2021. According
to the announcement, a new central sponsorship program will be launched called
PM Aatma Nirbhar Swasth Bharat Yojana
PM Aatma Nirbhar Swasth Bharat Yojana:
In addition, the expenditure of Rs. Prime Minister Aatma Nirbhar Swasth Bharat
Yojana announced Rs 661.8 billion, which is more than 6 years old. This was
announced in addition to the National Health Mission (NHM).
PM Aatma Nirbhar Swasth Bharat Yojana includes the following interventions:
- Support is provided in approximately 17,788 rural and 11,024 urban health care
centers.
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- Establish PM national lifetime medical institutions.
- 15 health emergency operations centers and 2 mobile hospitals have been
established.
- Established 4 regional national virology institutes.
- Comprehensive public health laboratories have been established in all regions,
and 3,382 public health departments have been established in all 11 states.
- Establish intensive care hospital districts in 602 districts and 12 central
institutions.
- Strengthen the National Center for Disease Control (NCDC), 5 regional branches
and 20 large-city health surveillance departments.
- Expand the comprehensive health information portal to all states and UT to
connect all public health laboratories.
- Establish a three-level biosafety laboratory.
- 17 new public health departments were established and 33 existing public health
departments were strengthened.
- Establish a WHO regional research platform in Southeast Asia.
Mission Pushan 2.0:
Mission Pushan 2.0 will be launched, with the goal of improving nutrient content,
provision, extension and results. The plan will merge the slope mountain Abidjan
and the supplementary nutrition plan. The mission is to improve nutritional
outcomes in 112 Aspirational Districts.
Aspirational Districts are those areas that are affected by poor socioeconomic
indicators in India. These areas are ambitious, because if any improvement is made
in these areas, it may lead to an overall improvement in human development in
India.

No Change in Income Tax Slabs in 2021 Budget
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman did not propose any changes to the
income tax plan in the "2021 UnionBudget". However, some relief for the elderly
has been announced. Announced that seniors over 75 years old are exempt from
paying income tax returns.
Highlights:
The government has announced the establishment of a national anonymous income
tax court for small-scale taxpayers.
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The government also extended tax incentives to senior citizens over 75 years of
age. They also do not need to file an income tax return.
New rules have been formulated to avoid double taxation on NRI. In addition, NRI
has been allowed to establish and operate one-person companies in India.
The tax audit limit has been increased from 50 million to 10 million. The minister
announced that affordable housing projects will now be able to take advantage of
the tax holiday until March 31, 2022.
It has been announced that details regarding capital gains and interest from banks
and post offices will be pre-filled in order to simplify the submission of income tax
returns.
Employers are not allowed to deposit overdue deposits into employees' provident
funds as deductions.

Final Report of 15th Finance Commission
The Fifteenth Finance Committee of India has submitted a five-year final report.
The submission of the report aims to change the financial management of Indian
municipalities.
Highlights:
The interim report for the 2020-21 fiscal year is submitted to Parliament together
with the 2020-21 budget.
The final report for the 2021-22 fiscal year to the 2025-26 fiscal year is submitted
with the 2021-22 budget.
The 15th FC has significantly improved its standards for municipal financial
governance in India in its interim report.
The final report also retained these four specific agendas. The four agendas
include:
The 15th FC tried to increase the overall expenditure of the municipality. It has set
29 billion rupees for the 2020-21 fiscal year. It also stated that it intends to increase
the municipality's share of total local agency grants from 30% to 40%.
Two conditions have been set for any city in India, namely that it can accept
funding from the Indian Finance Commission, that is, to publish audited annual
accounts to help increase financial responsibility, and to notify the minimum
property tax rate to help increase income.
The fifteenth session of the Financial Commission adopted a method of
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distinguishing more than one million city clusters from other cities.
It also recommends the use of a common digital account platform that, in addition
to viewing the digital footprint of a single transaction from the source, should also
consider municipal finance and state-level departmental expenditures.
These four aspects of the interim report highlight that the goal of the 15th Financial
Committee is to achieve the highest level of logical municipal financial reform.
However, the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Finance Committees also laid the
foundation for these reforms.

Economic Survey for the year 2020-21 - Health
The 2020-21 Economic Survey strongly recommends increasing public expenditure
on medical services from 1% of GDP to 2.5-3% of GDP, as envisaged in the
National Health Policy 2017.
Highlights:
It pointed out that this can significantly reduce Out-of-Pocket Expenditure (OOPE)
of total medical expenditure from 65% to 35%.
The survey recommended that Ayushman Bharat Yojana continue to implement
the National Health Mission (NHM)
From the lessons learned from the ongoing global COVID-19 pandemic, the
Economic Survey provides a strong basis for fully adopting telemedicine to address
the last mile challenge of the country's medical services.

The MSP Scheme includes 14 Minor Forest Products
The Government decided to add 14 new Minor Forest Products under the
mechanism for the marketing of Minor Forest Products by the Minimum Support
Price scheme.
Highlights:
This new mechanism will help provide remuneration and fair prices to tribal
gatherers of forest products.
The items included in the scheme include-Tasar Cocoons, bamboo shoots, dried
elephant apples, wild dried mushrooms and malkangani seeds.
Minimum Support Price (MSP): This is the price of agricultural products
purchased directly from farmers as set by the Indian government. MSP is not
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enforceable by law.
If the open market price is lower than the cost incurred, the decision is made to use
the MSP ratio to keep the farmers' income to a minimum.
Set prices for 23 commodities twice a year.
Based on the recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and
Prices (CACP) since 2009.
Minor Forest Produce (MFP):
It includes all non-timber forest products of plant origin. It also includes bamboo,
fodder, leaves, cane, wax dyes, gums, resins, and various forms of food such as
nuts, honey, wild fruits, lac, and tusser. MFP provides living and cash income for
people living in or near the forest.

Agricultural Infrastructure and Development Cess - Union Budget
While introducing the 2021 Union budget, Indian Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced the Agricultural Infrastructure and Development Tax
(AIDC) for some commodities and announced that AIDC will provide support to
industries that have become bright spots in the COVID-19 pandemic.
Highlights:
AIDC will be applied to a few projects. According to the specification, most
products will not bring additional burden to consumers.
AIDC was announced because of the urgent need to improve agricultural
infrastructure to produce more products, and to effectively protect and process
agricultural products. The tax system will also ensure an increase in farmers'
remuneration.
The Minister of Finance proposes to propose AIDC for various commodities as
follows: The price of gasoline is 2.5 rupees per litre. Rs 4 per litre of diesel. 5% of
gold bars, silver bars and copper bars. 100% of alcoholic beverages. 5% of crude
palm oil. 20% of crude soybean and sunflower oil. 35% of apples. Coal, lignite and
peat account for 5%. Specify 5% of fertilizer. 30% of Kabuli chana. Lentils
(Mosur) accounted for 20%. Bengal grams/chickpeas are 50%. Peas account for
40%. Uncarded cotton accounts for 5%.
The consumption tax on gasoline and diesel will not impose any additional burden
on consumers, because non-branded gasoline has previously attracted a basic
consumption tax (BED) of Rs 2.98 and a special additional consumption tax
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(SAED) of Rs 12 per litre.
Now, BED and SAED have dropped to 1.4 rupees and 11 rupees per litre
respectively. Therefore, net consumers will not pay any additional fees. Similarly,
the charge for alcoholic beverages is 150% of the BED, which has now reduced to
50%. The proposed AIDC is 100%, which will not impose any additional burden on
consumers.

Summary of 2021 2022 Union Budget
The 2021-22 Union budget was proposed during the COVID-19 pandemic on
February 1, 2020. Since the 2020 budget, the Indian economy has reduced from a
nominal GDP of Rs 22.4 crore to Rs 19.4 crore. The reduction in the size of the
economy is due to the slowdown in revenue growth and increased spending in 2020
due to the coronavirus pandemic. The fiscal deficit for 2021-2022 is estimated to be
6.8% of GDP.
Highlights:
There are 6 main supporters for the Union Budget, they are Health and Wellbeing,
Physical & Financial Capital, and Infrastructure, Inclusive Development for
Aspirational India, Reinvigorating Human Capital, Innovation and R&D, Minimum
Government and Maximum Governance.
Tax Disputes: Reduce tax disputes and simplify settlement procedures: The time
limit for reopening cases has been reduced from 6 years to 3 years. In serious tax
evasion cases, there is evidence to hide rupee income. Reached 5 million or more in
one year, and can be reopened for up to 10 years with the approval of the chief
commissioner.
Expenditure and deficit: Estimated rupees. The expenditure for 2021-2022
includes 348.03 billion rupees, including rupees. Capital expenditure is 5.54 billion
carats, the rest is income expenditure. The fiscal deficit in BE 2021-2022 is
estimated to be 6.8% of GDP.
Gold: The Securities and Exchange Commission of India (SEBI), the capital
market regulator, will be designated as the regulator of the gold exchange.
Digital economy: Encouraging the digital economy: The turnover ceiling for tax
audits is increased to Rs. From 100 million rupees. 50 million euros for entities that
execute 95% of transactions digitally.
Labour welfare: The employer's arrears of the employee's dues shall not be
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deducted to the employer.
Startup company: The eligibility for the tax holiday for start-ups is extended for
another year. The tax exemption period for capital gains on investment in start-ups
is extended to March 31, 2022.
Customs Duty: Tariffs on certain parts of mobile phones increased from "zero" to
2.5%. Tariffs on non-alloy, alloy and stainless steel semi-finished products, flat
products and long products are reduced to 7.5%. As of March 31, 2022, customs
levied tariffs on steel scrap The basic tariff (BCD) of caprolactam, nylon sheet,
nylon fibre and the yarn is reduced to 5%. The tunnel boring machine will now be
levied a 7.5% tariff; the tariff for its parts is 2.5%. The tariff on cotton was raised
from zero to 10%, and the tariff on raw silk and spun silk was raised from 10% to
15%.
Disinvestment: In the next fiscal year starting on April 1, the sale of shares in
public sector companies and financial institutions will raise 17.5 billion rupees,
including 2 PSU banks and 1 general insurance company.
Health: Prime Minister Aatma Nirbhar Swasth Bharat Yojana has increased by Rs
6418.80 crore in 6 years in addition to the NHM (National Hygiene Mission), a
new central sponsorship plan will be launched, And Rs 35,000 crore for Covid
vaccination.
Urban Development: Jal Jeevan Mission will be launched in Urban areas, aiming
to provide tap water connections to 2.86 million households. Swachh Bharat
Mission (Urban) 2.0 will be implemented in 5 years (from 2021 to 2026), with an
expenditure of 14.1 crore rupees. Compared with the traditional Metro system, two
new Metro technologies, MetroLite and MetroNeo, will be used in the periphery of
secondary cities and primary cities.
Vehicles: Scrap policy to eliminate old and used cars. For private cars, all vehicles
must be tested for fitness in an automatic fitness centre every 20 years, and for
commercial vehicles, fitness tests must be performed on all vehicles every 15 years.
Manufacturing: In the next 5 years, the PLI (Production Related Incentive)
program will be implemented in 13 industries with an amount of 19.7 billion kronor
to create and cultivate AatmaNirbhar Bharat's manufacturing global champion.
According to the Mega Investment Textile Park (MITRA) plan, 7 textile parks will
be established within 3 years.
Infrastructure: Allocate US$200 billion to establish and capitalize a
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Development Financial Institution (DFI)-acting as a provider, facilitator and
catalyst for infrastructure financing.
Railway: Rs 1,10,055 crore was allocated, of which Rs. 1,07100 million for
capital expenditure. In 2021-22, the government expects its revenue from railway
companies (including passengers, cargo, other passenger cars and other
miscellaneous items) to be approximately Rs 2.17 billion, compared with Rs 1.46
billion in 2020-21 (revised estimate).
Green energy: The National Hydrogen Energy Mission will be launched to use
green power sources to produce hydrogen.
Insurance: Increase the permitted limit of insurance companies on foreign direct
investment from 49% to 74%, and allow foreigners to have ownership and control.
Banking: Emphasis on asset disposal: the establishment of asset restructuring
limited companies and asset management companies. PSB's capital injection: Rs. It
will reach 20,000 crores in 2021-22 to further strengthen PSB's financial
capabilities
Company matters: By amending the definition of small companies in the 2013
Companies Act, the paid-up capital threshold for small companies has been raised
from "no more than Rs." to the lowest, thereby reducing the compliance
requirements for small companies. 500,000 rupees" to "no more than rupees." 2
crores" and "not exceeding rupee" turnover. 2 crores" was changed to "not
exceeding rupee". 20 Cr".
Senior citizens: Relief for senior citizens: tax exemption declaration for senior
citizens who are over 75 years old and only have a pension and interest income; pay
tax deducted by the bank.
R&D Department: In the next five years, 500 billion rupees will be spent to
establish the National Research Foundation (NRF). The foundation is an umbrella
organization that is expected to fund research in multiple disciplines ranging from
science and technology to the humanities.
Education: The legislation to be introduced will establish the Indian Higher
Education Commission as an umbrella institution with 4 independent tools for
standard-setting, certification, supervision and funding.
Agriculture: The agricultural credit target was raised to Rs. It will reach 16.5
billion kronor in 2021-22-animal husbandry, dairy and fishery will become key
areas. 5 major fishing ports-Kochi, Chennai, Visakhapatnam, Paradip and
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Petuaghat will be developed into economic activity centres. The State-owned
Agricultural Marketing Committee (APMC) can now use the Agricultural
Infrastructure Fund (AIF) of Rs 1 billion.
Provident Fund: The income paid by the provident fund exceeds 250,000 rupees
per year, and it is usually voluntary tax paid by employees.

Mega Investment Textiles Parks Scheme in 2021 Budget
The government announced the launch of the Mega Investment Textiles Parks
(MITRA) scheme in the 2021-22 Union Budget to make the Indian textile industry
globally competitive
About MITRA Scheme:
The goal of the scheme is to make the textile industry globally competitive, attract
large amounts of investmenst, and promote job opportunities and exports.
This scheme is a supplement to the PLI scheme.
FM announced that it will establish seven textile parks within three years.
Significance:
Such parks have appeared in countries such as China and Vietnam, which help
promote the development of the textile industry.
India has been losing its competitive advantage in Bangladesh and Vietnam due to
its lower labor costs, wider business scale, and the Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
advantage enjoyed by them.
The textile industry is the country's second largest employment opportunity after
agriculture, so the budget announcement means that the industry has taken an
important step forward.
Following a turbulent year in the textile and clothing industry in 2020, the industry
has experienced a series of job losses, cancellation of orders and severe financial
resource constraints.
According to data from the National Investment Promotion and Facilitation
Agency for Investment in India, by 2024-25, exports of the textile and apparel
industry are expected to reach 300 billion U.S. dollars, and India's market share will
triple from 5% to 15%.
It is estimated that by 2025-26, the scale of the industry will double to US$300
billion. For this purpose, 7 mega textile parks have been planned.
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Social Security for Gig Economy Workers
When introducing the "2021 Union Budget", the Minister of Finance announced
that the government has proposed a plan to launch a portal to develop a social
security plan for workers in the gig economy in India.
Highlights:
The framework of the plan will be developed by collecting relevant information
about the population of gig and migrant workers.
The announcement was made before the implementation of labor laws.
The social security program for gig workers will help improve the compliance of
on-demand companies such as e-commerce and ride-hailing companies.
The proposed plan may initiate the expansion of the human resources management
department for blue-collar workers.
This is the first time in the world that social security benefits have been extended
to performance and platform staff.
According to the plan, the minimum wage will apply to all categories of workers.
Workers will also be protected by the employees' national insurance company.

The Threshold for Paid Up Capital and Turnover For Small Companies
The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) revised the threshold for paid-in capital
and turnover for Small Companies.
Highlights:
Change the threshold of paid-in capital from "not more than Rs 50 lakh" to "not
more than Rs 2 crore", and change the turnover from "not more than Rs 2 crore" to
"not more than 20 crores" to define "small company".
No need to prepare a cash flow statement as part of the financial statement.
If other companies require detailed information on remuneration for directors and
key management personnel, small companies are required to provide details of only
the total remuneration drawn by directors in their Annual Returns.
No mandatory rotation of auditors is required.
Auditors of small companies are not required to report on the adequacy of internal
financial controls and their operational effectiveness in the auditor's report.
Only two board meetings a year.
The Company's Annual Return can be signed by the Company Secretary or, if
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there is no company secretary, it can be signed by a director of the company.
There are fewer fines for small companies.
Reduce filing fees for small companies.
Significance:
Small companies are the backbone of our corporate world.
They represent the Entrepreneurial aspirations and Innovation Capabilities of lakhs
of people.
They greatly promote employment and GDP.
The idea is to create a more favorable business environment for such companies
that comply with the law, including reducing the compliance burden of such
companies.

Key Facts of Moodys GDP
Rating agency Moody's recently predicted that India's nominal gross domestic
product (GDP) will grow by nearly 17% in fiscal 2021.
Highlights:
The US-based rating agency further predicted that India's fiscal deficit forecast will
be higher than expected.
It believes that slower integration will limit India's financial strength in the
medium term.
The growth rate predicted by Moody's is higher than the growth rate proposed in
the 2021 league budget. The GDP forecast in the budget is 14.4%. In addition, the
overall deficit forecast is larger than expected.
The report also said that the focus of the 2021 budget is to increase capital
expenditures, financial sector reforms and asset sales. This will help stimulate
growth. India is expected to have a fiscal deficit of 9.5% of GDP by the end of
March.
Therefore, the rating agency emphasizes that greater transparency in off-balance
sheet food subsidies and conservative revenue assumptions will increase the
government's fiscal deficit in 2020.
Moody's Corporation is an American business and financial services company
founded by John Moody in 1909. It is the holding company of Moody's Investor
Services (MIS) and Moody's Analytics (MA).
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RBI Plans 24x7 Helpline for Digital Payment Services
The Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, Shaktikanta Das, recently announced
that the Central Bank will establish a 24 * 7 hotline service platform to strengthen
digital payment services in India.
Highlights:
The announcement was issued through the "Development and Regulatory Policy
Statement".
In addition to the past measures to correct user dissatisfaction, RBI also provides
many security protections functions.
The announcement will further enhance the digital payment experience of Indian
users.
The Reserve Bank of India released the "Payment System Vision" document.
The document emphasizes the need to set up a 247 hotline service phone to resolve
customer inquiries about digital payment products.
According to the guidelines, major payment system operators must assist in the
establishment of a centralized 247 service hotline before September 2021 to resolve
customer inquiries.
In addition to this hotline, outsourcing guidelines will be issued for operators and
participants of authorized payment systems.
In addition, the Reserve Bank of India also announced that it will launch a
comprehensive monitor program for banks, NBFC and digital transactions in June
2021. The plan will be launched to simplify the appeal process.

Expansion of National Agriculture Market (e-NAM)
The government announced in the 2021-22 budget that it will expand e-NAM to
integrate more than 1,000 mandis.
About e-NAM:
The Prime Minister of India launched the e-NAM or e-trading platform (online
trading portal) for the National Agricultural Market (NAM) in April 2016.
e-National Agricultural Market (e-NAM) is a pan-India electronic trading portal. It
established a connection with Mandis, the popular Agricultural Produce Market
Committee (APMC) at the time, to establish a unified national market for
agricultural products.
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The e-NAM project will be operated through an online portal linked to the Mandis
(wholesale market) in each state. All participating states will provide e-NAM
software (Website and Mobile application) free of cost.
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INTERNATIONAL
Highlights of ASEAN India Hackathon
Union Education Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal'Nishank' delivered a speech at
the ASEAN India Hackathon. Shri Pokhriyal (Shri Pokhriyal) emphasized that the
opening of the ASEAN-India hackathon aims to further strengthen the ties between
India and ASEAN.
Highlights:
The background of the India-ASEAN hackathon is the call of Indian Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi at the 2019 India-Singapore hackathon.
The minister emphasized that the ASEAN-India Hackathon will provide India and
ASEAN countries with a unique opportunity to solve their common challenges.
The challenges facing the two countries are divided into two themes of "blue
economy" and "education".
The hackathon provides an opportunity to promote economic and cultural ties
between ASEAN and India through cooperation in education, science and
technology.
The hackathon will help to formulate the six basic virtues of our civilization,
namely dialogue, respect, peace, cooperation, prosperity and innovation.
The background and foundation of the relationship between India and ASEAN lies
in the common belief, religion and culture. India is the largest democratic and
populous country in the region. Therefore, it becomes a place where India can lead
the ASEAN community.
In this regard, India has provided support to ASEAN countries by providing a
COVID-19 vaccine. India and ASEAN also have strong academic and research ties.
Various Indian universities such as IIT-Delhi and Tezpur University recruit
students from ASEAN partner countries.
India has also launched 1,000 ASEAN PhD scholarships for ASEAN citizens. In
addition, the "National Education Policy 2020" will also bring opportunities to
India and the entire world.
The ASEAN-India hackathon initiative was initiated by the Ministry of Education.
In 2021, the hackathon will be held online from February 1 to 3, 2021.
This hackathon will provide all 10 ASEAN countries and India with new
opportunities to strengthen their economic and cultural ties through cooperation in

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 1 - February 7, 2021)

the fields of education, science and technology.

UN - Countries to Repatriate Children from Syria
The UN counter-terrorism chief has asked these countries to repatriate 27,000
children trapped in large camps in northeastern Syria. Many children are the
children of Islamic State extremists who control large tracts of land in Iraq and
Syria.
Highlights:
The terrible situation of children in Al Hol (camp) is one of the most pressing
problems in the world today. 27,000 children were trapped and abandoned by fate.
They are also vulnerable to hunting by law enforcers in Islamic countries. In
addition, children are at risk of radicalization in the camp.
The Al Hol or al-Hawl refugee camp is the largest camp for refugees and displaced
Syrians in the country. The refugee camp currently has nearly 62,000 residents.
More than 80% of residents are women and children. After the Syrian civil war,
the Islamic State militants fled the refugee camp after losing their last stronghold in
Syria in 2019.
The camp is located in the southern outskirts of the town of al-Hawl in northern
Syria. It is close to the Syria-Iraq border. The camp accommodates people
displaced from the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant.
The camp is controlled by the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) backed by the
United States. The Syrian civil war is an ongoing multilateral civil war in Syria.
The Baath Party in the Syrian Arab Republic, led by Syrian President Bashar alAssad, fought various domestic and foreign forces against the Syrian government
and each other.
The riots in Syria began on March 15, 2011 as part of the broader 2011 Arab
Spring protests. This situation has gradually escalated due to dissatisfaction with
the Syrian government.
Syria is a country in West Asia. It borders Lebanon to the southwest, the
Mediterranean to the west, Turkey to the north, Iraq to the east, Jordan to the south,
and Israel to the southwest.
Syria is the seat of various ethnic groups such as Syrian Arabs, Turkmen, Kurds,
Armenians, Assyrians, Circassians, Greeks and Manders, while Sunnis, Christians,
Druze, Alawites, Salafis, Mendes, Shiites and Yazidis are religious groups.
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Among them, Arabs are the largest ethnic group, and Sunnis are the largest
religious group. The country is a member of the United Nations and the NonAligned Movement. Syria withdrew from the Arab League and the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation.
The largest city in Syria is Aleppo, followed by Damascus, Homs, Latakia and
Hama. The country was the center of Neolithic culture in 10,000 BC or Neolithic A
in the pottery age. It was the first country in the world where agriculture and cattle
breeding appeared.

Facts of Bhashan Char Island
The Bangladesh Authorities recently moved about 1,750 Rohingya Muslims to a
disputed island in the Bay of Bengal called "Bhashan Char Island. This move-in
Bangladesh was opposed by refugees already living on the island.
Key Facts:
The island is also called Char Piya. It is in Hatiya Upazila, Bangladesh.
The island is located in the Bay of Bengal, about 6 kilometres from Sandwip Island
and 60 kilometres from the mainland. Its area is 40 square kilometres.
Bhahan Char island was formed in 2006 by Himalayan silt.
Cox's Bazar is a city, fishing port, tourist centre and regional headquarters in
southern Bangladesh. The city is famous for its long natural sandy beaches. It is
also called Panowa.
Sandwip Island is an island on the southeast coast of Bangladesh in Chittagong
District. The island is part of Sandwip Upazila.
Recent development by Bangladesh on Island:The Government of Bangladesh
plans to build 1,440 buildings on the island. The building will also include 120
cyclone shelters. The purpose of constructing these buildings is to move 100,000
Rohingya refugees from Cox's Bazar mainland camps. In August 2019, the
Ashrayan project (Ashrayan-3) was expanded to build 100,000 houses on the
island.

State of Emergency Announced in Myanmar
The Myanmar military has taken control of the country and declared a state of
emergency for a year. In addition, State Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi and other
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government leaders were also detained.
Highlights:
The state emergency was declared because the November 2020 election was
postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and the government failed to resolve
the situation. Therefore, the military took over Myanmar in accordance with Article
417 of the Myanmar Constitution.
Article 417 gives the army the power to take over in emergency situations. The
military formulated the constitution of Myanmar in 2008 and retained powers under
the charter, at the expense of democracy and civilian rule.
The military highlight is that in the November 2020 election, there were millions
of irregularities on the voter list, of which Suu Kyi's party won 396 of the 476 seats.
However, the election commission rejected the military request.
Now in Myanmar, telecommunications have ceased. Internet and telephone access
have also been blocked. Many people's social media accounts have been
temporarily suspended. Barbed wire barriers were installed, and military forces
overtook government buildings.
In addition, there is concern that human rights defenders, journalists and other
critics of military personnel will be suppressed, because journalists, advocates and
critics of freedom of speech have faced multiple legal proceedings even before the
military takeover.
Myanmar is a country in Southeast Asia, bordering Bangladesh and India in the
northwest, China in the northeast, Laos and Thailand in the east and southeast, and
the Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal in the south region and southwest. In
Southeast Asia, Myanmar is the largest mainland, but it is the tenth-largest country
in Asia by region.
The capital of the country Myanmar is Naypyidaw. Yangon or Rangoon is the
largest city in Myanmar. Myanmar borders the states of Mizoram, Manipur,
Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh.

UK Special Visa Scheme for Hong Kong Residents
The UK is opening a special visa scheme that will allow lakhs of Hong Kong
residents the opportunity to immigrate and eventually apply for British citizenship.
Highlights:
Visas will be issued to Hong Kong citizens and their immediate family members
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holding British National (Overseas) passports, and provide fast-track access to UK
citizenship.
Applicants who have obtained a visa can live and work in the UK for 5 years, after
which they can apply for settlement. After twelve months, they can apply for
citizenship.
This move is considered the UK's most generous welcoming of foreign workers
since the entry of new EU citizens in 2004.
The move came a few months after China implemented comprehensive national
security laws on Hong Kong, and is aimed at targeting pro-democracy protests that
have attracted global attention since 2019.

India and US Joint Military Exercise - Yudh-Abhyas
The 16th India-US joint military exercise "Yudh Abhyas" will begin in Rajasthan
on February 8 and end on February 21, 2021. The exercise will be held near the
border between India and Pakistan.
Highlights:
The purpose of this meeting is to strengthen the cooperation and interoperability
between the Indian and American forces.
The exercise will also focus on conducting counter-terrorism operations in
accordance with the mandate of the United Nations.
The exercise between India and the United States will take place during a five-day
exercise conducted by the Indian and French air forces in Rajasthan in January
2021.
Bilateral training exercises between the two armies will be held at the Mahajan
field shooting range at the foreign training node.
The Army of India will be represented by the 11th Battalion of Jammu and
Kashmir Rifles, part of the Southwest Command.
Troops will represent the U.S. Army from the Second Infantry Regiment and the
Third Infantry Regiment. These units belong to the combat team of the 1-2 Stryker
brigade. The headquarters of each brigade will also represent the army together
with the troops.
Since 2004, a holy war has been held between the two armies. This exercise aims
to promote cooperation between the two armies. The two parties share their training
skills, their culture and build joint combat skills.
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Yudh Abhyas, between the Indian and American forces, is of great significance to
the security challenges (such as terrorism) faced by both countries, global terrorism.
The purpose of holding this exercise is to improve the level of defence cooperation
between the two armies.
In turn, this will also promote bilateral relations between the two countries. The
exercise also marked India's pivotal role in the Indo-Pacific region. This work is
also of great significance for the latest development of the border with northern
China.

Trade Deficit Between India and China
The Minister of State of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry provided this
information in LokSabha.
Highlights:
The details of the import and export and trade deficit between India and China in
the past three financial years and the current financial year are as follows:
FY
Trade (Million USD)
Trade Deficit
2017 18
2018 19
2019 20

Export

Import

13333.53
16752.20
16612.75

76380.70
70319.64
65260.75

63047.16
53567.43
48647.99
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
CSIRs Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) Completes 20 years
CSIR's Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) completes 20 years.
Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) is India's digital knowledge
repository of traditional knowledge.
Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL):
Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) is India's digital knowledge
repository of traditional knowledge, especially knowledge about medicinal plants
and formulations used in the Indian medical system.
It was established in 2001 by the Ministry of Ayush and the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research (CSIR).
The purpose of the library is to protect the country's ancient and traditional
knowledge of the country from biopiracy and unethical patents, by documenting it
electronically and classifying with the international patent classification system.
It also helps to promote modern research based on traditional knowledge because it
simplifies the acquisition of these extensive remedies or practical knowledge.

Tamil Nadus New Industrial Policy
The cabinet meeting chaired by the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Edappadi K
Palaniswami approved 34 major investment proposals with a total investment of Rs
52,257 crore. These new industrial policies have the potential to create 93,935 jobs.
Highlights:
These investments will be made in the fields of automobiles and auto parts,
electronics, solar cell manufacturing, and electric vehicles.
The Cabinet also adopted the Tamil Nadu Industrial Policy for 2021. These
incentives are formulated in a way that suits the requirements of each investor.
Some of the investment policies cleaned up by the Cabinet include:
Tata Electronics' mobile phone parts manufacturing unit in Krishnagiri district
worth Rs 5,763 crore. It has the potential to create 18,250 jobs.
SunEdison invested Rs 4,629 crore to produce solar photovoltaic models. It has the
potential to create 5,397 jobs.
Lucas TVS's lithium-ion battery manufacturing plant in Tiruvallur district is worth
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25 billion rupees. It has the potential to create 3,500 jobs.
Tamil Nadu has always been at the forefront of India's economic growth. Over
time, the government of Tamil Nadu has made great strides in the fields of
automotive, textile, engineering, information technology, leather, electrical
hardware and high-tech industries.
In order to keep pace, the government has formulated the Tamil Nadu Industrial
Policy, which aims to provide the necessary infrastructure to ensure the continued
industrialization of Tamil Nadu.

Indian Coast Guard Anniversary on 1st February
The 45th Anniversary of the Indian Coast Guard was observed on February 01,
2021.
Indian Coast Guard:
February 1st is the anniversary of the Indian Coast Guard. The Indian Coast Guard
is a maritime law enforcement agency and a search and rescue agency designed to
protect India's long coastline and maritime interests. It was established in 1977.
Currently, there are 156 ships and 62 aircraft in the army's inventory. As the fourth
largest coast guard in the world, the Indian Coast Guard plays an important role in
ensuring the safety of India's coast and enforcing Indian maritime regulations. Its
motto is "Vayam Rakshamah", which means "We Protect".

NITI Aayogs Proposal for Little Andaman
NITI Aayog has developed a plan called the "Sustainable Development of Little
Andaman Island Vision Document". Sustainable and comprehensive development
of the 680 sq km, fragile Little Andaman Island in the Andaman and Nicobar island
group has aroused the vigilance of environmentalists.
Highlights:
"Sustainable Development of Little Andaman Island-Vision Document" is a
proposal made by NITI Aayog to utilize the strategic location and natural features
of the island.
This will be achieved by establishing a new coastal city of Greenfield there, which
will develop into a free trade zone and will compete with Singapore and Hong
Kong.
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The proposal is developed around three development anchor points and zones.
Zone 1:
It spreads over 102 square kilometres along the east coast of Little Andaman.
It will be a financial district and a medical metropolis, which can reflect the
aerocity, tourism and hospital districts.
Zone 2:
Spread over 85 square kilometres of the primitive forest.
It is a leisure zone that can have movie metropolises, residential districts and
tourist Special Economic Zone (SEZ).
Zone 3:
Spread over 52 square kilometres of the primitive forest.
It should be a nature zone, divided into three districts: a unique forest resort area, a
natural therapeutic district and a natural retreat area, all located on the west coast.

Har Ghar Pani, Har Ghar Safai Mission has Launched in Punjab
Captain Amarinder Singh, Chief Minister of Punjab, actually initiated the "Har
Ghar Pani, Har Ghar Safai" mission. This task is part of the government campaign,
which aims to achieve 100% tap water supply for all rural households by March
2022. Giant surface water supply plan Captain Amarinder Singh also initiated a
huge surface water supply plan.
The program consists of three components:
It covers 85 villages in the Moga region.
It includes 144 new water supply plans for 172 villages.
It also includes 121 arsenic and iron removal devices.
Highlights:
The plan will benefit 160,000 residents from 155 villages in Amritsar, Tarntaran
and Gurdaspur.
This will help replace groundwater with surface water for drinking.
It also seeks to solve problems other than the habitat problem affected by arsenic.
The project is funded by the World Bank, NABARD, GoI's Jal Jeevan Mission and
the national budget.
The government spends an average of 9.2 billion rupees on water supply and
sanitation plans each year. According to the data, total Rs. Since March 2017, Rs
14.5 billion has been spent on rural sanitation and rural drinking water supply.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 1 - February 7, 2021)

Multi-village surface water supply plan The government has also launched 10 new
large-scale multi-village surface water supply projects.
The plan costs Rs 1,020 crore. It will cover 1,018 villages, including wateraffected areas in Patiala, Fatehgarh Sahib, Amritsar, Gurdaspur and Tarn Taran.
The Jal Jeevan mission of Indian Government was launched on August 15, 2019.
The plan aims to provide safe and adequate drinking water. The plan strives to
provide tap water for individual housing in rural India by 2024. It is based on
community water use.

Neptune Declaration - Maritime Union of India
The Maritime Organization MUI urges the government to recognize the "Neptune
Declaration on Seafarers' Welfare and Crew Change" in order to formulate the
"India Maritime Vision 2030."
Highlights:
The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Water Transport of India will formulate the
"India Maritime Vision 2030".
The Neptune Declaration was signed by 450 and more organizations.
The declaration emphasized the main actions needed to resolve the crew change
crisis. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the daily life and well-being of seafarers
have been severely affected. This led to a humanitarian crisis at sea.
The declaration mentions four main actions needed to respond to the crew change
crisis: Recognize that seafarers are key workers and provide them with Covid-19
vaccine as a priority. Establish and implement a gold standard health agreement
based on existing best practices. Strengthen the cooperation between ship operators
and charterers to facilitate crew changes. Ensure air connections between seafarers'
main maritime hubs.
Maritime Union of India (MUI) is the oldest ocean office. It represents merchant
marine officers of its members. The office belongs to the International Transport
Workers' Federation (ITF) in London, UK. It has approximately 700 unions,
representing 4.5 million transportation workers from 150 countries. The office is
also affiliated with Hind Mazdoor Sabha (HMS) in New Delhi.
The main purpose of office work is to work hard for the members and ensure the
fairness of work and wage conditions. It also has branches in Kolkata, Chandigarh,
Chennai, Visakhapatnam and Tuticorin. The office is also responsible for the
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implementation of international regulations, such as the 2006 Maritime Labour
Convention (MLC).

Waghai-Bilimora Heritage Line Continues the Service
Western Railway has decided not to stop the service of three trains permanently
parked in Gujarat, including the 107-year-old narrow gauge heritage train between
Vaghai and Bilimora. The other two narrow gauge trains run between Miyagam,
Choranda, Malsar and Choranda Junction and Moti Karal. In railway transportation,
the track gauge is the spacing of the rails on the railway track.
Highlights:
Waghai-Billimora Train began in 1913 as a remnant of the Gaekwad dynasty and
ruled the princely state of Baroda. Tribal people from interior take this train
regularly. The train covers a distance of 63 kilometres.
At the instance of Gaekwad rulers, Britain has laid railways and is operated by the
Gaekwad Baroda State Railway (GBSR) owned by Sayajirao Gaekwad III.
Gaekwad's jurisdiction spans Saurashtra, Mehsana in the north of Gujarat, and
Bilimora in the south of Gujarat.
The founder of the dynasty is Damaji I, who came to power in 1740. The last
Gaekwar, Sayaji Rao III died in 1939.
For about 24 years, trains were driven by steam engines and were replaced by
diesel engines in 1937.
In 1994, the original steam engine was exhibited at the Churchgate Heritage
Gallery in Mumbai.
This was as early as 1951, when Bombay, Baroda & Central India Railway, the
Saurashtra, Rajputana and Jaipur state Railways were merged before the Western
Railway was established.
The 63-kilometre-long Billimora-Vaghai and the 19-kilometre-long ChorandaMoti Karal route are among the five routes proposed by the Indian Railways in
2018 to be retained as industrial heritage.

Amputee Clinic Launched the First Time in India
PGIMER Chandigarh launched the "PGI Amputee Clinic", which is also the first
such clinic in India. The establishment of the clinic is the joint effort of various
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experts and departments of the institute, who are committed to providing social,
psychological, and physical support to patients.
Highlights:
The clinic was opened by Professor Jagat Ram, Director of PGIMER. The clinic
was set up to improve the care of amputees by providing them with a large number
of services and coordination under one roof.
Under this initiative, amputees will be sent to society as people with close to
normal functions.
The amputee clinic will also try to unify all the different parts of PGIMER and
make some upgrades if needed. It will provide appropriate management for
amputees to guide their social rehabilitation.
Such clinics are needed to evaluate the rehabilitation and comorbidities of
amputees. This was done by a team of occupational therapists and a psychologist
who immediately participated in patient care.
In this clinic, patients are not forced to withdraw from the rehabilitation process
due to stress and anxiety. The clinic is involved in the development of a
comprehensive database.
This will provide a platform for future research and provide basic information
about the burden of amputees, long-term complications and rehabilitation issues.
These clinics will also provide a forum for these patients to ask questions and
discuss with the team.
Amputation is the removal of a limb through trauma, medical disease or surgery. It
is used to control the pain or disease process of the affected limb. Sometimes,
preventive surgery is performed on individuals.

Ayush Ministrys Center of Excellence (CoE) Scheme
The Center for Market Research and Social Development (CMRSD) conducted the
latest evaluation of the AYUSH Ministry of Excellence (CoE) program. New Delhi
expressed appreciation for the innovation and innovative projects of the program,
which is promoting AYUSH-based healthcare solutions in the country in Different
regions.
Highlights:
According to the CoE scheme of the Ministry of AYUSH, the well-known
AYUSH institutions are provided with support to upgrade their functions and
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facilities to an excellent level.
The Centers of Excellence selected under the scheme are institutions engaged in
the following activities: Clinical Research, AYUSH Healthcare (hospitals),
Research-based on the fundamentals of AYUSH, inter-disciplinary research in
areas like pharmacognosy and pharmacology, product development, bridging
AYUSH, and modern science.

ONORC Implemented by the Indian Government
According to the National Food Security Act of 2013 (NFSA), the One Nation One
Ration Card (ONORC) scheme is being implemented in the country to nation-wide
portability of ration cards. So far, the facility has been opened in 32 States/UTs,
covering nearly 69 crore beneficiaries, accounting for almost 86% of the country's
NFSA population.
About One Nation One Ration Card Scheme:
The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution launched a pilot
scheme called the One Nation One Ration Card Scheme in four states in 2019.
On January 1, 2020, 12 states were added. As of August 2020, the One Nation One
Ration Card plan has integrated 25 states and union territories.
By March 2021, it will be launched in all Indian states and UTs.
The purpose of the scheme is to ensure nationwide portability through the National
Food Security Act (NFSA) and deliver subsidized food grains to all immigrant
beneficiaries anywhere in the country without worry.
This scheme is one of the important government schemes for eligible beneficiaries
of NFSA.
This is a national ration card that allows migrant workers and their families to
receive Public Distribution System (PDS) benefits from any fair price shops across
the country.

Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) by the Government
The Government of Andhra Pradesh informed that they seized 435.80 metric tons
of Rice worth Rs. 1,08,95,000 /- was originally used in the Public Distribution
System (PDS), but was illegally exported.
Highlights:
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The Department of Food and Public Distribution has taken various measures to
improve the transparency and efficiency of TPDS functioning.
The Department in association with all states/UTs jointly implemented an "End-toEnd Computerization of TPDS operations" scheme, which includes:
Digitization of ration card/beneficiary data
Install Electronic Point of Sale (ePoS) equipment in all Fair Price Shops (FPSs)
The plan is implemented to transparently distribute food to all beneficiaries in
accordance with the NFSA.
As part of these activities, 100% digitization of NFSA ration cards has been
achieved in all States/UTs.
To date, nearly 91% of Aadhaar seeding for ration cards has been achieved at the
national level.
In addition, among the 5.4 Lakh FPS nationwide, almost 92% distribute food
grains through ePoS devices.
At the national level, after passing the biometric authentication on the ePoS device,
more than 70% of the monthly food allocated to each State/UTs has been
distributed to NFSA beneficiaries.

Draft for National Rail Plan Released
The Government has released a Draft Final Report of the National Rail Plan
Highlights:
The National Railway Plan aims to provide long-term planning for the expansion
of the railway network.
NRP's vision is to develop capacity, infrastructure and increase the share of rail
freight before demand, and to develop capacity by 2030 to accommodate growth in
demand until 2050.
The National Rail Plan for India 2030 will create a future-oriented railway system
and reduce the logistics costs required by the industry to enable Make in India.
The Minister of Finance specified in the 2021-22 budget that a record 1,10,055
crore has been provided to the Railways, of which 1,07,100 crore has been
allocated for capital expenditure.
In addition, the railways will also be monetized through dedicated freight
corridors.
Special freight corridors in the west and east will also be put into use.
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The Somnagar Gomu part of the Eastern Dedicated Corridor will also be used this
year.
The railway's high-density network and high-utilization network routes will be
equipped with train protection systems to eliminate train collisions caused by
human error.
The railway will also introduce aesthetically designed vista dome LHB coaches on
the tourist routes to bring passengers a better travel experience.

Portal Gobardhan Scheme Was Launched
Union ministers jointly launched the Gobardhan Unified Portal to promote the
Gobardhan scheme and track real-time progress.
Gobardhan Scheme:
The Ministry of Jal Shakti initiated the Gobardhan Scheme (Galvanizing Organic
Bio-Agro Resources DHAN).
It is being implemented as part of the Swachch Bharat Mission (Gramin).
The scheme aims to manage cattle and biodegradable waste, and also helps
increase farmers' incomes.
The focus of the GOBAR-DHAN scheme is to keep the villages clean, increase the
income of rural households, and the generation of energy from cow dung, which is
an important part of the ODF-plus strategy of the Swachch Bharat mission.
The scheme aims to support villages to effectively manage their livestock and
biodegradable waste.
Gobardhan scheme to start in early 2018 to manage the widespread biological
waste problem in villages, including cow dung, and convert it into biogas and
organic fertilizer to improve the lives of villagers by providing economic and
resource benefits to farmers and families.
The newly launched portal will ensure close coordination with stakeholder
Departments/Ministries for the smooth implementation of Biogas
schemes/initiatives and their real-time tracking.

Union Minister Mentions About CWF in Parliament
In the ongoing meeting, the Union Minister of State for Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution has informed Congress about the Consumer Welfare Fund
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(CWF).
Highlights:
The Consumer Welfare Fund was established under the Central Goods and
Services Tax (CGST) Act of 2017. The 1992 Consumer Welfare Fund rules have
been incorporated into the 2017 CGST rules.
The fund was established by the Ministry of Finance (Ministry of Finance) and
operated by the Ministry of Consumer Affairs (Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution).
The goal of CWF is to promote and protect consumer welfare.
National Consumer Day and World Consumer Rights Day is celebrated by the
Government on December 24 and March 15 respectively.
The government has established a National Consumer Service Helpline (NCH) to
deal with consumer dissatisfaction.
A consumer awareness program is being organized through the network of the
Bureau of National Standards (BIS) of India to promote the concepts of
standardization, certification and quality awareness among consumers and
manufacturers.

Ministry of AYUSH Formulated CYP
The Ministry of AYUSH (MoA) has developed a "Common Yoga Protocol" (CYP)
training plan. The plan was launched in the context of the Ministry of Education's
efforts to increase the acceptance and context of yoga practice in India and abroad.
Highlights:
The training plan is the soul of the upcoming International Yoga Day celebrations.
The agreement promotes harmony among millions of people participating in
International Yoga Day (IDY).
The Universal Yoga Protocol is developed by a team of leading yoga masters and
experts.
The program includes safety measures to improve the physical, emotional,
psychological and mental health of the population.
This is the most popular yoga program in the world and is widely carried out on
the occasion of International Yoga Day (IDY) every year.
The protocol is designed in such a way that everyone can easily adapt it, regardless
of age and gender. You can learn through simple training courses and online
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courses.
Every year, the International Yoga Federation (IDY) will lead a joint yoga
agreement by Prime Minister Modi. It is organized by the Ministry of AYUSH
(MoA) in cooperation with Morarji Desai National Yoga Institute (MDNIY).
It also organized the Yoga Appreciation Program (YAP) with the purpose of
promoting and disseminating yoga knowledge and practice among people.
From 2015, June 21 is the International Yoga Day every year declared by the
United Nations.

Tata Memorial Centre and India Post Releases Special Cover on World
Cancer Day
India Post in Mumbai cooperated with Tata Memorial Center to issue a special
issue on World Cancer Day (February 4).
Highlights:
The goal is to save millions of preventable deaths each year by raising awareness
and urging governments to take action against cancer.
Organizer: International Union for Cancer Control (UICC), an international nongovernmental organization designed to help the global health community accelerate
the fight against cancer.
The NGO was founded in 1933 and is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.
The origin of World Cancer Day: The "Paris Charter" was adopted at the New
Millennium World Cancer Summit held in Paris in 2000.
Theme: In 2019, the International Union for Cancer Control launched a new threeyear campaign with the theme "I am and I Will".
This campaign is an authorized call-to-action for people to take personal action,
representing the power of personal action taken now that affects the future.

Prime Ministers Five S Vision To Tackle Global Challenges
Raksha Mantri emphasized the Prime Minister's "Five S" vision to tackle global
challenges in his keynote speech at the IOR Defense Ministers Meeting.
About Five S' Vision:
PM Modi's "Five S Vision" representative to tackle global challenges:
Samman (respect)
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Samvaad (dialogue)
Sahyog (cooperation)
Shanti (peace)
Samriddhi (prosperity)

Initiatives in National Handloom Development Programme (NHDP)
National Handloom Development Programme is a central sector scheme that aims
to support weavers inside and outside the cooperative fold, including Self-Help
Groups, NGOs, etc.
About the NHDP:
This is a central sector scheme that aims to support weavers inside and outside the
cooperative fold, including Self-Help Groups, NGOs, etc.
It follows a demand-based approach to the integrated and holistic development of
handlooms and the welfare of handloom weavers.
It supports weavers in obtaining raw materials, design inputs, technology upgrades,
marketing, providing support through exhibitions, and establishing permanent
infrastructure in the form of Urban Haats, marketing complexes, and development
of web portals for e-marketing of handloom products.
In this way, the weavers benefit from exempting overdue loans, obtaining loans at
a preferential interest rate, participating in exhibitions/ fairs/craft melas, selling
handloom products, loom upgrading and training to increase income.
The main components of the scheme include:
Block-level cluster project
Marketing assistance for handlooms
Preferential credit
Handloom census (data on handloom weavers, the number of handlooms, the
number of handlooms engaged in commercial and household use, etc.)
Some other components include handloom parks, research and development,
publicity, training, etc.

Rashtriya Yuva Sashaktikaran Karyakram (RYSK) by Youth Affairs
Ministry
The Rashtriya Yuva Sashaktikaran Karyakram Scheme is a Central Sector Scheme
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of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports.
Highlights:
The Rashtriya Yuva Sashaktikaran Karyakram Scheme is a Central Sector Scheme
of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports and has been continuing since the
"Twelfth Five-Year Plan".
The scheme aims to cultivate the personalities and leadership skills of young
people and enable them to participate in nation-building activities.
The beneficiaries of this scheme are young people in the 15-29 age group. In the
case of the programme specifically targets young people, the age group is 10-19
years old.
This is an overall scheme that includes the following sub-schemes:
Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (founded in 1972, one of the largest youth
organizations in the world)
National Youth Corps
National Programme for Youth and Adolescent Development
International Cooperation
Youth Hostels
Assistance to Scouting and Guiding Organisations
National Youth Leadership Program
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Green Tax Impacts the Sale of CNG Car
Two executives in the automotive industry recently emphasized that Maruti Suzuki
India Co., Ltd. would benefit most from the government's proposed green tax on
gasoline and diesel vehicles.
Highlights:
Maruti is India's top car manufacturer and has the largest compressed natural gas
(CNG) car product portfolio among all domestic car manufacturers. Suzuki Motor
Company also plans to increase its annual sales of CNG cars to 200,000 or more by
2022.
In fiscal year 2020, Maruti sold a record 106,443 CNG vehicles. Sales of this type
of vehicles are increasing by 15.5% annually on average. Compared with diesel,
Maruti further promotes CNG vehicles as an environmentally friendly option.
Maruti has stopped selling diesel vehicles and has formulated ambitious plans to
expand its CNG model portfolio. Maruti has decided to cooperate with South
Korean Hyundai Motor Company, which also sells CNG cars.
Nitin Gadkari, Minister of Road Transport and Highways, announced that from
April 1, 2022, a green tax will be imposed on certain types of vehicles. The
government proposes to impose a green tax on personal vehicles when the
registration certificate is renewed.
It will be levied 15 years later, equivalent to 10% to 25% of the road tax on
gasoline or diesel vehicles. When renewing the registration certificate and fitness
certificate, similar taxes will also be levied on transportation vehicles or
commercial vehicles over eight years old.
According to the green tax guidelines, hybrid vehicles, electric vehicles and
vehicles running on clean alternative fuels (such as CNG, ethanol and liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG)) will be exempt from green tax. Gasoline or diesel vehicles
will be subject to higher taxes.
Higher taxes on gasoline and diesel cars will force people to switch to CNG. In
turn, this will benefit companies such as Maruti and Hyundai. In addition,
companies and dealers can use green transactions and increased purchase costs as
marketing strategies to induce customers to buy CNG vehicles.
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Advanced Indigenous Mob Control Vehicle Prototype - CSIR
CSIR-CMERI showed three variants of advanced indigenous design and a
prototype of the Mob Control Vehicle with features.
Highlights:
CSIR- Central Mechanical Engineering Research Institute (CMERI-Durgapur)
presented three innovative variants Compact, Medium, Heavy' Mob Control
Vehicles (MCV) categories to the Ministry of Home Affairs team headed by IG
(RAF) and CRPF.
The purpose is to increase modern technical support for paramilitary forces
engaged in maintaining law and order situation; train them and equip them with
advanced options.
This is the country's first advanced indigenous design and characteristic
development.
The Heavy category of these MCV prototypes has a payload capacity of 7.5 tons.
The Medium category has a payload capacity of 2.5 tons, while the compact is a
tractor-based vehicle that is easy to manoeuvring.
The prototype has many functions, such as a height-adjustable front shovel, a
retractable front protective shield, a full circular irritating spray system, a foam
spray system and a tear smoke munitions system.
Other features include cabin pressurization system, retractable multi-barrel tear gas
launcher with appropriate electronic vision system, wide-angle surveillance, multichannel video transmission system, GPS tracker and GPS navigator.

Space X Announced First All-Civilian Mission to Space
The SpaceX of Elon Musk has recently announced to launch its first all civilian
mission to space.
Highlights:
SpaceX is planning to launch Inspiration4 on Falcon 9.
This will be the world's first fully commercial astronaut mission.
The spacecraft will begin orbiting in the fourth quarter of this year.
The mission will be launched from the 39A Launch Complex at NASA's Kennedy
Space Center in Florida.
About the mission
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The mission is named Inspiration4.
The name is in recognition of the four crew members mission that inspired support
for St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.
It also seeks the possibility of sending humanitarian messages.
Jude's multi-billion dollar expansion plan aims to accelerate research progress and
save children around the world.
SpaceX will provide commercial astronaut training for the Inspiration4 crew on the
Falcon 9 launch vehicle.
It will also provide training for the Dragon spacecraft through orbital mechanics,
zero gravity, microgravity operation and other stress tests.
The mission will orbit the earth along a customized flight path every 90 minutes.

Kerala to Open its First Human Milk Bank
Kerala will open its first Human Milk Bank (HMB) on February 5, 2021. This is a
state-of-the-art facility, and Kerala Health Minister KK Shailaja will open at
Ernakulam General Hospital.
Highlights:
A milk bank was established with the support of the Rotary Club of Cochin
Global.
The breast milk bank will ensure that newborn babies who are not ill or deceased
or who are not breastfed due to insufficient breast milk production can obtain breast
milk.
Approximately 3,600 babies are born in general hospitals every year. Among them,
600 to 1,000 sick babies enter the neonatal intensive care unit (NICU).
However, due to the low weight of premature babies or babies separated from their
mothers, mothers cannot adequately feed them.
Therefore, pasteurized breast milk from the milk bank will reduce the risk of
infection and help strengthen its immunity.
The concept of this milk bank appeared in India 32 years ago, but Kerala has no
milk bank until now.
Milk will be collected in accordance with all safety regulations and procedures,
stored and provided to children in need in accordance with government guidelines.
The collected milk will be safely stored in the bank for 6 months. Initially, the milk
will be provided free of charge to babies admitted to the neonatal intensive care
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unit.
At a later stage, plans will be made to establish a hospital network for multiple
collection and safe distribution points.
The milk will be donated by the delivery mother in the hospital. These mothers
will get all health statistics in the hospital.
The human milk bank includes a pasteurization unit, deep freezer, refrigerator,
disinfection equipment, reverse osmosis equipment and computer.
After the State Health Department signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the Rotary Club of Cochin Global in 2020, its cost was 3.5 million
rupees.
The Association of Pediatricians (IAP) will provide trained nursing staff to operate
the milk bank.

New Protein-Based Biosensors Designed to Detect COVID-19 Quickly
A team of researchers led by David Baker, head of the university's chemistry
department and professor of biochemistry, has created a new protein-based
biosensor that can detect coronaviruses.
Highlights:
Protein-based biosensors will detect the proteins that make up the pandemic
coronavirus. It will also help detect antibodies against it.
When mixed with the virus or specific COVID-19 ingredients, the biosensor will
emit light Therefore, it will be able to conduct faster and more extensive testing.
Most medical laboratories today use RT-PCR technology to detect viruses.
This technology amplifies genetic material from the virus to make it visible.
However, RT-PCR technology requires specialized personnel and equipment.
In addition, this technology consumes laboratory consumables that are in great
demand worldwide today. These supply chain shortages have also slowed down
COVID-19 test results.
In order to directly detect the coronavirus in patient samples without any gene
amplification, computers are used to design new biosensors.
These protein-based biosensors will recognize specific molecules on the surface of
the virus. Proteins will bind to them and then emit light through biochemical
reactions.
The antibody test reveals whether a person has COVID-19 in the past. This test is
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used to track the spread of the pandemic. But this technology also requires complex
laboratory consumables and equipment.
However, the newly developed sensor will emit light when mixed with COVID-19
antibodies. These sensors do not react to other antibodies present in the blood.
Reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) is a laboratory
technique that involves the reverse transcription of RNA into DNA and the
amplification of specific DNA targets by polymerase chain reaction (PCR). This
technique is used to measure the amount of specific RNA.

Agri India Hackathon (Kritagya Hackathon) by ICAR
The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has begun to organize the
national level hackathon KRITAGYA in August 2020 to promote innovation in the
country's agriculture and related sectors.
Highlights:
The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has planned the Kritagya
Agricultural Technology Hackathon under the National Agricultural Higher
Education Project (NAHEP).
The plan aims to promote potential technological solutions to enhance farm
mechanization, with special emphasis on women-friendly equipment.
Students, faculty, and innovators/entrepreneurs from any university/technical
institution across the country can apply for and participate in activities as a group.
They can propose solutions for farm mechanization.
Students participating in the program can collaborate with local start-ups, students
from technology institutes, and can win Rs. 5 lakhs, Rs 3 lakhs, and Rs.1 lakh as
first, second and third prizes.
KRITAGYA is the abbreviation of KRI of Krishi (Agriculture), TA of Taknik
(Technology) and GYA of Gyan (Knowledge).
Through innovative technology solutions and the right collaborations with
stakeholders, the development and promotion of equipment that is beneficial to
women will play an important role in increasing farm productivity and profitability.

Lithium Deposits in Karnataka Revealed in a Survey
A preliminary survey revealed that there are Lithium deposits in the Mandya
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district of Karnataka.
Highlights:
A preliminary survey of the surface and limited underground by the Atomic
Minerals Directorate for Exploration and Research (AMD) revealed that there are
1,600 tons of lithium resources (inferred category) in pegmatites in the Marlagalla
Allapatna area in the Mandya district of Karnataka.
The importance of these deposits can only be determined after the entire area has
been explored.
Subsequently, the commercial development plan for lithium deposits can be started
after the technical, social and economic feasibility study of the area.
Lithium is a key element of new technologies and has been used in ceramics, glass,
telecommunications and aerospace industries.
The famous uses of lithium are Lithium-ion batteries, lubricating grease, high
energy additive to rocket propellants, optical modulators for mobile phones and as
convertor to tritium used as raw materials for thermonuclear reactions (ie fusion).
Under the Atomic Energy Act of 1962, thermonuclear applications make lithium a
"Prescribed substance", which allows AMD to explore lithium in various geological
areas of the country.
Due to the growing demand for lithium-ion batteries, the demand for lithium has
increased in recent years.

Cyber Challenge 2020-21 by NCRB
The 2nd CCTNS Hackathon and Cyber Challenge 2020-21 organized by the
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB).
Highlights:
The objective of the 2nd CCTNS Hackathon and Cyber Challenge 2020-21 is to
strengthen analysis and deepen the understanding of police personnel.
This hackathon is a continuation of the Hackathon and Cyber Challenge that ended
in March 2020.
Invite Police officials, especially from cutting edge level, academia, industry,
students and other fields to participate in the event to help improve existing IT
applications and help identify new IT applications to improve CCTNS
A new app called "Locate Nearest Police Station" was also launched.
This app will help various users including women commuters, interstate travelers,
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domestic and foreign tourists, etc., especially in any emergency, and has the
function of dialing 112.
It can be downloaded from the main police portal website, digitalpolice.gov.in of
the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).

Stardust 1.0: The First Rocket To Use Biofuels
On January 31, Stardust 1.0 was launched from Loring Commerce Center, a former
military base in Maine, USA.
Highlights:
This is the first commercial space launch driven by biofuels. Compared with
traditional rocket fuels, biofuels are non-toxic to the environment.
Stardust 1.0 is a launch vehicle suitable for students and budget payloads.
The rocket is 20 feet high and mass about 250 kg.
The maximum payload mass of the rocket is 8 kg.
These rockets will help launch small satellites called CubeSats into space in a way
that is relatively cheaper and less toxic to the environment than using traditional
rocket fuel.

Pakistan Launched Surface-To-Surface Ballistic Missile Ghaznavi
Pakistan successfully tested its nuclear-capable surface-to-surface ballistic missile
named Ghaznavi. The missile was tested on February 3, 2021.
Highlights:
The strike capability of ballistic missiles can reach 290 kilometres.
The Ghaznavi missile was launched to commemorate the culmination of the Army
Strategic Forces Command's annual field training exercise.
The Ghaznavi ballistic missile can launch nuclear warheads and conventional
warheads with a range of up to 290 kilometres.
The missile has been tested for day and night modes.
Pakistan also tested the nuclear-capable surface-to-surface ballistic missile
Shaheen-III on January 20, 2021. The missile has a range of up to 2,750 kilometres.
Ghaznavi missile:
It is a ground-to-ground short-range ballistic missile. The missile was designed and
developed by the National Development Complex. The missile has a range of 290
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kilometres. The missile is named after Mahmud, the Muslim Turkic conqueror of
Ghazni in the 11th century. The missile entered service in the Pakistan Army in
2012.
The Army Strategic Command entered service after a successful launch in 2012. Its
length is 9.64 m, and the diameter of the missile is 0.99 m. The launch weight of
the missile is 5256 kg. The missile is powered by a single-stage solid-fuel rocket
engine. The design of the missile was influenced by the design of the Chinese M-11
missile.
National Defense Complex (NDC): It is also called a national development
complex. NDC is a state-owned defence and aviation contractor in Pakistan. The
complex is located in Fateh Chang, Rawalpindi, Pakistan. It was established in
1990.

Switch Delhi Campaign Was Launched
The Chief Minister of Delhi Mr Arvind Kejriwal launched the "Switch Delhi"
campaign on 4th February, 2021.
Highlights:
The campaign was initiated to promote the use of electric vehicles.
The Chief Minister further asked citizens to purchase electric vehicles because it
will play a key role in combating Delhi's pollution.
The Chief Minister also emphasized that the state government will rent electric
cars for various purposes within six weeks.
Kejriwal also called on big companies, market associations, delivery chains,
shopping malls and cinemas, and residents' welfare associations to promote the use
of electric vehicles.
He further called on them to establish charging stations in their respective
premises.
The "Switch Delhi" campaign was launched to raise awareness of the benefits of
using electric vehicles.
It will also raise awareness of how to help eliminate Delhi's air pollution and make
Delhi clean and pollution-free.
The Chief Minister emphasized that the Delhi government's electric vehicle policy
is one of the best in the world.
According to this policy, the Delhi government plans to provide extensive

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 1 - February 7, 2021)

subsidies for the purchase of electric two-wheelers and four-wheelers. It also plans
to abolish registration fees and road taxes for electric vehicles.
The government also issued a tender for the establishment of 100 charging stations
in the city.
The government's goal is that by 2024, electric vehicle registrations will account
for 25% of total car registrations. Since the introduction of the electric vehicle
policy, more than 6,000 electric vehicles have been sold out.

KAPILA Campaign for Patent Awareness
KAPILA Campaign for Patent Awareness
The Government initiated a campaign, namely the " Kalam Program for Intellectual
Property Literacy and Awareness Campaign (KAPILA) for Intellectual Property
Literacy aimed at raising patent awareness.
About KAPILA:
KAPILA was launched in October 2020.
Scheme objectives:
Build awareness of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) among Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs)
Provide intellectual property protection for inventions originating from faculty and
students from HEIs.
Develop intellectual property right Credit Courses
Provide intellectual property training programs for faculty and students in HEIs.
Sensitization and development of IP archiving system
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ENVIRONMENT
WCCB Disrupted Wildlife Trafficking
The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) disrupted wildlife trafficking
syndicates in the Jammu and Kashmir regions.
Wildlife Crime Control Bureau:
This is a multidisciplinary statutory body established by the Indian government
under the Ministry of Environment and Forests to combat organized wildlife crime
in the country. Headquartered in New Delhi, with regional, sub-regional offices and
border units.
According to section 38(Z) of the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972, its tasks are:
- Collect and organize intelligence related to organized wildlife crime activities
- Distribute it to the state and other law enforcement agencies for immediate action
to arrest criminals
- Establish a centralized wildlife crime database
- Coordinate the actions of various agencies in connection with the enforcement of
the provisions of the Act
- Assist foreign authorities and relevant international organizations to promote
coordination and take universal actions to control wildlife crime.
- Build the capacity of wildlife crime law enforcement agencies to conduct
scientific and professional investigations of wildlife crimes and assist the state
government to ensure successful prosecutions related to wildlife crimes.
- Advise the Indian government on issues related to wildlife crimes, related policies
and laws involving national and international impacts.
It also assists and recommends customs authorities to inspect animal and plant
cargoes in accordance with the provisions of the Wildlife Protection Act, CITES
and EXIM Policy governing such items.
GOI notified the board of directors of its establishment in 2007 and started
operations in 2008.
Created based on the recommendations of the "Prevention of Illegal Trade in
Wildlife and Wildlife Products " Committee (1994) led by Dr S. Subramaniam.

Periyar Tiger Reserve Training the Cubs
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The Periyar Tiger Reserve (PTR) in Kerala received training for tiger cubs for the
first time in the country to enable them to hunt naturally in a forest environment.
Key Facts:
It falls in the Idukki and Pathanamthitta districts of Kerala (located in the southern
region of the Western Ghats).
It was declared a protected area in 1950 and a Tiger Reserve in 1978. Its name is
taken from the Periyar River, which originated inside the reserve.
The main rivers passing through the reserve are the Mullayar and Periyar rivers.
Flora:
The protected area includes tropical evergreen, semi-evergreen, moist deciduous
forest and grassland.
There are approximately 1966 species of flowering plants growing in this reserve.
About 516 of them are endemic to the Western Ghats.
The sanctuary is a warehouse of medicinal plants, with approximately 300 species
in number.
Some species are endemic to the area, such as Syzygium periyarensis (a tree),
Habenaria periyarensis (an orchid) and Mucuna pruriense thekkadiensis (a climber)
Fauna:
Mammals: Tiger, Elephant, Lion-tailed macaque, Nilgiri Tahr etc.
Birds: Darters, Cormorants, Kingfishers, the great Malabar Hornbill and rackettailed Drongos.
Reptiles: Monitor Lizards, Python, King Cobra etc.
There are six tribal communities in the reserve, such as Mannans, Paliyans,
Malayarayans, Mala Pandarams, Uralis and Ulladans.

Weavers of Dudhwa Tiger Reserve are Happy
A group of female weavers in the northern buffer zone of the Dade Tiger Reserve
in Terai, Uttar Pradesh, are very happy. The women of Tharu Hath Karga Gharelu
Udyog of the Self-Help Organization (SHG) will see a significant increase in their
merchandise sales income in 2020, thanks to technical intervention to improve the
loom.
Highlights:
It is a protected area in Uttar Pradesh, which mainly spans the Lakhimpur Kheri
and Bahraich districts, including Dudhwa National Park, Kishanpur Wildlife
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Sanctuary and Katarniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary.
It shares the north-eastern border with Nepal.
The area is a vast alluvial floodplain, traversed by numerous rivers and streams
flowing south-eastward.
In 1987, Dudhwa National Park and Kishanpur Wildlife Sanctuary became Dudhwa
Tiger Sanctuary under the jurisdiction of the "Project Tiger". Katarniaghat Wildlife
Sanctuary was added in 2000.
The sanctuary is home to tigers, leopards, Asian black bears, sloth bears, swamp
deer, rhinos, elephants, cheetal, hog pigs, barking deer, sambar, wild boars and
hispid hare.

India's 1st Wetland Conservation and Management Centre in Chennai
The central government announced that it will soon establish a new wetland
protection and management center in Chennai. The purpose of establishing the
wetland protection and management center is to solve the knowledge gaps and
specific research needs in wetland protection and management.
Highlights:
The Wetland Conservation and Management Centre (CWCM) will be established
by the central government in Chennai, Tamil Nadu.
The conservation center will become part of the national sustainable coastal
management center. This national center is an agency under the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change.
CWCM will play an important role in designing and implementing regulatory
frameworks and policies. It will also facilitate monitoring, management planning,
and targeted research to protect wetlands. The protection center will also act as a
knowledge center.
It will enable communication among wetland authorities, managers, wetland
researchers, practitioners, policymakers, and users in each state or Union territory.
The center will further help establish networks and relevant international and
national institutions.
Wetland is a unique ecosystem submerged by water. They are inundated
permanently or seasonally. In such an ecosystem, anaerobic processes dominate.
Wetlands contribute to water purification, water storage, carbon treatment, and
coastline stability. It also provides support for plants and animals. They are the
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most biologically diverse of all ecosystems. They naturally exist on every
continent, and the water in the tank can be freshwater, brackish water, or saltwater.
India has 42 Ramsar wetlands that have been designated as internationally
important wetlands. They account for approximately 4.6% of India's land area.
In order to protect the wetlands, February 2 is designated as World Wetland Day.
In 2021, this day marks the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands. The convention was signed in Ramsar, Iran in 1971.

Kaliveli Wetlands to be Declared as Bird Sanctuary
The Villupuram District Government of Tamil Nadu issued its first statement under
the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972. The purpose of this statement is to declare the
Kaliveli wetland a bird sanctuary.
Highlights:
This decision is highly appreciated by officials of the Ministry of Forests and
conservationists because it will strengthen their efforts to protect wetlands, which
are home to animals and plants.
The first declaration was issued under Article 18 of the 1972 Wildlife Protection
Act.
Kaliveli wetland is the second-largest saltwater lake in southern India. The first
largest is Pulicat Lake. Wetlands are ecologically important. It is located near
Marakkanam on the east coast road of Lake Kaliveli.
The wetland area is 670 square kilometers. Kaliveli Lake is connected to the
Waterbody i.e. Bay of Bengal through Uppukalli Creek and Edayanthittu Reserve.
The southern part of the wetland was declared a reserved area in 2001.
According to a 2004 report by the Indian Bird Conservation Network and Bird
Conservation International, the Kaliveli Wetland supports approximately 20,000
birds every year.
The lake also provides a feeding place for long-distance immigrants migrating
from the cold subarctic, central Asia, and Siberia.
Some migratory birds include Black-tailed God, White Stork, Eurasian Curlew,
Ruff, and Dublin. This is why the wetland needs to be covered up as a bird
sanctuary.
Building flood control dams downstream may affect the water level and salinity of
wetlands. In addition, the establishment of flood control dams will harm plans to
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establish a fishing port at the mouth of the lagoon system.

Fishing Cat Conservation Alliance Started a Global Campaign
The Fishing Cat Conservation Alliance has launched a global campaign to raise
awareness about the protection of fishing cats.
Highlights:
The Fishing Cat Conservation Alliance is a team composed of conservationists,
researchers and enthusiasts who are committed to realizing a functioning floodplain
and coastal ecosystem to ensure the survival of fishing cats. It is twice the size of a
domestic cat.
Fishing cats are nocturnal. In addition to fish, cats also prey on frogs, crustaceans,
snakes, birds and the oesophagus of large animal carcasses. This species reproduces
all year round. They spend most of their lives in dense vegetation near the water
and are excellent swimmers.
Fishing cats are distributed in patches in the Eastern Ghats. They abound in
estuarine floodplains, tidal mangroves and inland freshwater habitats.
In addition to the Sundarbans in West Bengal and Bangladesh, fishing cats also
inhabit the Chillika Lagoon in the mangroves of Odisha, Coringa and Krishna and
the surrounding wetlands.
Scientific Name of Fishing cat is Prionailurus viverrinus. IUCN Status of Fishing
Cat is Vulnerable. Despite facing multiple threats, in the World Conservation
Union (IUCN) Red List species assessment, "fishing cats" have recently been listed
as "endangered" as "vulnerable".
The Catching Cat Conservation Alliance has begun to study the biogeographic
distribution of cats caught in the unprotected and human-dominated landscape
northeast of the Western Ghats in Andhra Pradesh.
In 2012, the West Bengal government officially declared the fishing cat as a
national animal, and the Kolkata Zoo has two dedicated large fences.
In Odisha, many NGOs and wildlife protection associations have participated in
the research and protection of "fishing cats". The "Fishing Cat Project" launched in
2010 began to raise awareness of West Bengal cats.
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DEFENCE
Decommisioning of IN FAC T-81
IN FAC T-81 decommissioned. The ship is designed for shallow waters, with a
maximum speed of 45 knots.
IN FAC T-81:
The Super Dvora MK II-class Indian Naval Fast Attack Craft (IN FAC) T-81 has
successfully served the country for more than 20 years. In collaboration with
Israel's M/s Ramta, a 25-meter long vessel with a displacement of 60 tons was built
at the Goa shipyard Ltd. It was commissioned to enter the Indian Navy in 1999.
The ship is designed for shallow waters, with a maximum speed of 45 knots, and
has day/night surveillance and reconnaissance, search and rescue, beach insertion,
extraction of marine commandoes and high-speed interception of intruder craft.

Aero India Begun at Yelahanka Air Force Station
The 13th Indian Aero Show began at Yelahanka Air Force Base (Karnataka) in
Bangalore. This is an important event that attracts international and Indian military
and civil aircraft manufacturers, its supporting industries, military brass and
government officials, and business visitors.
Highlights:
Aero India is an international military and civil air show held every two years.
Since its launch in Bangalore in 1996, the Yelahanka Air Force Base,
headquartered in Bangalore, is about 30 kilometres from the city centre and has
been hosting an air show in February.
This is the first "hybrid" air show, which means people can also participate
digitally. Aero India's key region in 2021 is the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). The
show is organized by the Defense Research and Development Organization
(DRDO).
Aero India has seen the participation of top airlines in 2021, while India has
demonstrated its home-grown defence capabilities.
In addition to global aviation giants such as Boeing (USA), Lockheed Martin
(USA), Dassault Company (France) and Airbus (Europe), the exhibition will also
attract Thales (France) Including the participation of top defence companies in the
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aviation industry, BAE Systems (UK) and missile manufacturer MBDA (Europe).
India has been buying products from these major giants, such as Boeing P8-I,
Dassault Rafale, and other aircraft.
During the air show, the government also officially sealed the rupees. The $48
billion transactions purchased 83 Tejas light fighters from the state-owned airline
Hindustan Airways Limited (HAL).
Tejas was manufactured by Hindustan Airways Limited (HAL) is a single-engine,
highly agile multi-role supersonic fighter that can operate in high-threat air
environments.
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PERSONS
Birth Centenary of Pandit Bhimsen Joshi
The legendary Pandit Bhimsen Joshi's one-year celebration of the centennial
birthday will begin on February 4, 2020.
Highlights:
The Rithwik Performing Arts Foundation also organized a two-day event in
Mumbai to commemorate the eternal legacy of this great music master. The event
celebrating the centenary of the birth was named "SwarBhaskar 100".
The event will start with Jayateerth Mevundi's interpretation of Pandit Bhimsen
Joshi's works.
In addition to this event, Arya Sangeet Prasarak Mandal also organized a music
program called "Abhivadan". This was organized in Ganesh Kala Krida Manch in
Pune.
Pandit Bhimsen Joshi: Pandit Bhimsen Gururaj Joshi is an Indian singer from
Karnataka. He is famous for singing in the form of singing. He has also sung
spiritual music in pop music. He belongs to Kirana gharana of Hindustani classical
music. From 1964 to 1982, he visited Afghanistan, France, Italy, the United States
and Canada to hold concerts. His concert was advertised on posters in New York.
This is the first time that a musician from India has happened. He also organizes the
Sawai Gandharva Music Festival once a year. This is a tribute to his master Pandit
Sawai Gandharva. He was awarded the Sangeet Natak Akademi Scholarship in
1998. This is the highest honor awarded by Sangeet Natak Akademi. In 2009, he
won India's highest civilian honor Bharat Ratna (Bharat Ratna).
Hindustani classical music is the classical music of northern India. It is also called
North Indian classical music or shastriya sangeet. The origin of Shastriya sangeet
can be traced back to the 12th century AD. In the 12th century, Hindustani classical
music ran counter to the classical music of southern India (called Carnatic music).
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Republic Day Parade 2021 Awards Presented by Sports Minister
Union Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju presented the Parade Tableaux Republic Day
Memorial Award 2021. In the 72nd Republic Day parade, 32 people participated in
the performance. These Tableaux were selected from 17 states and Union
Territories (UT).
Highlights:
Six members of the National Defence Forces are from the Ministry of National
Defence, while nine other ministries, departments, and paramilitary forces.
The Uttar Pradesh table won 32 best table awards. The theme of the UP screen is
"Ayodhya: Cultural Heritage of Uttar Pradesh".
Tripura's picture was chosen as the second-best picture. The Tripura screen shows
an eco-friendly tradition to achieve self-reliance on social and economic
parameters.
The third place in Uttarakhand won the Best Viewing Award. Tableau in
Uttarakhand was exhibited under the theme of "Dev Bhoomi-Land of the Gods".
Among the 9 awards of various ministries, departments and paramilitary forces,
the Biotechnology Department received the highest award. The department
presented Tableau with the theme "Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan: Development of a
COVID Vaccine".
In addition, the Central Public Works Department (CPWD) screen also won a
special award. CPWD was rewarded for paying tribute to the heroes of the armed
forces. The theme of the CPWD screen is "Amar Jawan".
The Best Cultural Performance Award was given to students from Delhi Abu Hill
Public School and Rodini Vidya Bharti School. In their performance, they showed
India's vision of self-reliance-Atmanirbhar Bharat.
The Ministry of National Defence chose this scene for the Republic Day parade. In
order to be shortlisted for the exhibition, the Ministry of National Defence
established an expert committee composed of outstanding individuals from various
artistic fields.
The expert committee is composed of outstanding individuals from the fields of
art, painting, culture, music, architecture, sculpture and choreography. Give
national representation on the basis of rotation.
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Nominations for Nari Shakti Puraskar Extended
The Ministry of Women and Child Development recently extended the deadline for
submission of Nari Shakti Plaska-2020 nominations. The final date has been
extended to February 6, 2021.
Highlights:
Every year on the occasion of International Women's Day, the Nari Shakti
Puraskar award ceremony is held. The award is awarded by the Ministry of Women
and Child Development.
The recognition of outstanding work done by individuals in empowering women is
awarded. Nari Shakti Puruskar was awarded to individuals or groups or nongovernmental organizations or institutions.
The award encourages women to participate in the decision-making role and skill
development of traditional and non-traditional sectors among women.
It also provides basic convenience for rural women and promotes women in nontraditional fields, such as science, technology, sports, culture, art, and other aspects
of safety and security, education, life skills, health and health care, respect and
respect Important work. The dignity of women.
The award includes citations and a cash prize of Rs. 200 thousand According to the
ministries' guidelines, any individual who is at least 25 years old and an institution
that has worked in a related field for at least 5 years can apply.
The award aims to recognize those who have no age, geographical barriers or lack
of access to resources to hinder their dreams. Their spirit particularly inspired the
minds of young people in India.
The award further encourages society to resist gender inequality and
discrimination. These awards also recognize that women are equal partners in social
progress.
Every Year International Women's Day is designated on March 8th around the
world. This day marks the women's rights movement. The United Nations began
celebrating this day in 1977. The United Nations (UN) theme for International
Women's Day in 2021 is "Women in Leadership: Achieving an Equal Future in the
COVID-19 World".
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ARTS & CULTURE
Highlights of Pattachitra Art
Prime Minister Narendra Modi praised a girl named Bhagyashree in Orissa on his
Manki bat show. This girl has mastered the art of using soft gemstones to create
Patakitra on various themes. The girl improved her skills during the lock-in and
created Patakitra artwork on unused bottles, light bulbs, and various glass and
plastic materials.
Highlights:
The term Pattachitra or Patachitra is often used for traditional cloth-based scroll
painting. The art form is based on the states of Orissa and West Bengal.
This art form is famous for its intricate details, mythical narratives and folk tales.
This is an ancient art form in Odisha, made for worshippers and pilgrims going to
temples.
These art forms are part of ancient Bengali narrative art. The word "Patta" literally
means "cloth", and "Chitra" means "picture" in Sanskrit.
The colours used in the "paintings" are natural and these paintings are made by
Chitrakaras (Odiya painters) in an ancient traditional way.
The paintings done on the canvas include rich colour applications, creative patterns
and designs. The theme of painting These paintings are based on Indian mythology.
It was strongly inspired by Jagannath and Vaishnava school. Therefore, the theme
of Odia paintings always revolves around Lord Jagannath and the Vaishnava sect.
The themes of these paintings are myths, religious stories and folklore. Completed
personal paintings of gods and goddesses. Pattachitra's painting style combines folk
and classical elements.
The dress style in the painting has an influence on the Mughal. Painting category
According to different media, the pattachitra paintings in Odisha are divided into
three categories, namely paintings on cloth or "Patta Chitra", mural paintings or
"Bhatti Chitra" and palm leaf paintings or "Tala Patra Chitra".
Patachitra's geographical indications are registered differently in these two states
because the painting styles and patterns of the two states are different. Patachitra of
Orissa is registered as Orissa Pattachitra, and Patachitra of West Bengal is
registered as Patachitra of Bangladesh.
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Patronizing of Monpa Handmade Paper
After PM promoted Mann ki Baat, people patronized Tawang's Monpa Handmade
Paper.
About Monpa Handmade Paper:
These are handcrafted by artisans in Tawang, Arunachal Pradesh.
Monpa handmade paper is made from the bark of a Shung Sheng tree grown in
Tawang, and is known for its unique translucent fiber texture.
Paper has no weight, but its natural fibres add great tensile strength to the paper,
making it suitable for various artworks.
Monpa handmade paper has been used for writing Buddhist scriptures, manuscripts
and making prayer flags.
Writing on this paper is also tamper-proof.
Paper was once produced in every family in Tawang and exported to many
countries such as Tibet, Bhutan, Myanmar and Japan.
However, with the emergence of new technologies, the handmade paper industry
has almost disappeared in the past 100 years.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
India International Silk Fair inaugurated by Smriti Irani
Smriti Irani, Textiles Minister of India, held the 8th India International Silk Fair on
the virtual portal.
Highlights:
This fair is the largest silk fair in India.
The fair is held under a roof of the virtual platform of the Indian Silk Export
Promotion Council.
The Expo lasts for five days.
More than 200 overseas buyers have registered.
In addition, about 200 Indian overseas representatives will interact with more than
100 well-known and large Indian companies engaged in the production and trade of
silk and silk blended products.
Silk in India
Silk is a luxury item in India. Approximately 97% of raw mulberry silk is native to
five states, namely Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal and
Gujarat. Mysore and North Bangalore will also be home to a Silk City costing
US$20 million. In Tamil Nadu, mulberry silk cultivation is concentrated in Salem,
Erode and Dhamapuri regions. Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, and Gobichettipalayam
in Tamil Nadu are the first locations to build automatic silk reeling units. India is
the second largest silk producer after China. India is also the world's largest silk
consumer. India is also the only country in the world that produces all four major
silk varieties-Mulberry, Eri, Tassar and Muga.

Kerala Looks Ahead Global Conclave Held on 1st February
The Chief Minister of Kerala, Pinarayi Vijayan, held the opening ceremony of
"Kerala Looks Ahead" on February 1, 2021.
Highlights:
This is a three-day virtual global conclave.
It seeks to develop a road map for the long-term development of Kerala.
The roadmap will be developed with reference to the perspectives of top
economists, administrators, industry leaders and planners.
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The leader of industry Ratan Tata, Kumar Mangalam Birla, Azim Premji and
Anand Mahindra and Nobel Prize winner Amartya Sen attended the opening
ceremony.
Nobel Prize winner, economist Joseph Stiglitz and World Health Organization
chief scientist Soumya Swaminathan will also deliver speeches at the opening
ceremony.
The conclave is hosted by the Kerala State Planning Board.
The purpose of the conference is to collate suggestions and best practices in order
to achieve a paradigm shift in development by building a historic achievement in
welfare and invigorating growth.
The conference also helped learning from best practices at the national and
international levels.
The conference will also help key departments provide deeper insights to quickly
track the country's transition to a knowledge economy.
Theme of the conference:The conference covered nine topics for consideration.
The nine themes include primary sectors such as agriculture, fisheries, and animal
resource development; higher education including international academic
collaboration; skills upgrading; modern industrial possibilities; tourism; egovernance; local government; federalism and development financing and
information technology.

Indian Ocean Region Defence Ministers Conference Hosted by India
The Indian Ocean Region Defence Ministers Meeting will be held in India on
February 4, 2021. The event is held in the context of the 2021 Indian Air Show,
which is the largest air show in Asia.
Highlights:
The theme of the Indian Ocean Regional Defence Ministers' Meeting is
"Strengthening Peace, Security, and Cooperation in the Indian Ocean."
The event started with welcome speeches from the defence ministers and defence
ministers of countries in the Indian Ocean region. The concluding remarks were
delivered by the Federal Minister of Defence Rajnath Singh
The conference is an initiative designed to promote dialogue in an institutional,
economic and cooperative environment.
This conference center helps countries in the Indian Ocean region to promote
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peace, stability and prosperity in Indian Ocean region.
Eighteen countries attended the meeting. Among them, the defence ministers of
Comoros, Maldives, Madagascar, and Iran from four countries attended the
meeting.
Six high commissioners or ambassadors from six countries including Australia,
Kenya, Myanmar, Kuwait, Mauritius, and Seychelles attended the meeting. Chiefs
of staff from 10 countries attended the meeting in addition to the Sudanese Minister
of Defence.

Workshop on Orobanche in Mustard
Workshop held on "Techno-Management Options to Control Orobanche in
Mustard".
Orobanche:
Orobanche is a serious hidden parasitic weed in mustard that can cause severe
yield reductions of up to 50%.
No absolute control measures have been developed for this.
Also known as broomrapes, they are aggressive root parasitic weeds. They can
harm strategic food crops such as legumes and vegetables and threaten the
livelihoods of many countries.
Severe Orobanche infestation not only leads to complete crop failure, but also
causes long-term decay of the field soil, making it impossible to rationally produce
legumes and vegetables in the affected fields for many years.
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SCHEMES
GoI Implemented the TARA Scheme
A group of female weavers in the northern buffer zone of the Dade Tiger Reserve
in Terai, Uttar Pradesh, are very happy. The women of Tharu Hath Karga Gharelu
Udyog of the Self-Help Organization (SHG) will see a significant increase in their
merchandise sales income in 2020, thanks to technical intervention to improve the
loom.
Highlights:
The Science for Equity, Empowerment & Development (SEED) Division,
Department of Science & Technology (DST), Government of India, implemented
the Technological Advancement for Rural Areas (TARA) Scheme.
This scheme provides long-term Core Support for Science and Technology based
Non-Governmental Organizations to promote their development and cultivation of
S&T Incubators/Active Field Laboratories in rural areas and other disadvantaged
areas, and provide technical solutions and effective technologies delivered for
livelihood and social benefits.
It focuses on innovation, long-term actions, applicability, and enterprise models,
and shifts to non-farm and service sectors.
If the project is approved, it will provide five to ten years of core funding, which
can be extended to 15 years.

AB-PMJAY Merged with State Schemes
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) was merged
with the State Health Schemes.
Highlights:
States/UTs implementing AB-PMJAY can flexibly run their own Health Protection
Schemes jointly with AB-PMJAY at their own expense. Under this arrangement,
each state/UTs can use the "Health Benefit Packages", general IT platform, and
PMJAY's comprehensive hospital network.

ATMA Scheme by the Indian Government
The government has taken the following steps to educate/train farmers across the
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country to learn about the latest machinery and technology so as to improve the
quality of crops and increase yield and income by adopting the latest farming
technology.
Highlights:
Since 2005, a Centrally-Sponsored Scheme is being implemented, that is, "
Support to State Extension Programs for Extension Reforms", popularly called
ATMA Scheme.
ATMA stands for Agricultural Technology Management Agency.
It is being implemented in 691 districts in 28 states and 5 UTs in the country.
This scheme promotes a decentralized farmer-friendly extension system in the
country.
Under the scheme, grants were issued to the State Government to support the state
Government's efforts to provide farmers with the latest agricultural technology and
good agricultural practices in different agricultural thematic areas and related fields.
Scheme Objectives: The scheme aims at making the extension system farmerdriven and farmer accountable by way of new institutional arrangements for
technology dissemination in the form of an Agricultural Technology Management
Agency (ATMA) at the district level to operationalize extension reforms.
ATMA actively participates in the participation of farmers/farmer groups, NGOs,
Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs), Panchayati Raj Institutions and other stakeholders
operating in the district level and below.
The release of funds under the ATMA scheme is based on the State Extension
Work Plans (SEWPs) formulated by the State Government.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Chairman Appointed for National Safety Council (NSC)
The Ministry of Labor and Employment has appointed Shri S.N. Subrahmanyan,
CEO and Managing Director, L&T Ltd, as Chairman of the National Safety
Council for a period of three years.
About National Safety Council:
The Ministry of Labour of the Government of India established the National Safety
Council (NSC) in 1966 to initiate, develop and maintain voluntary campaigns on
Safety, Health and the Environment at the national level.
It is a non-profit tripartite body registered under the Societies Registration Act of
1860 and the Bombay Public Trust Act of 1950.
Its activities include organizing and carrying out specialized training
programs/courses, conferences, seminars and workshops; conducting consultancy
studies, such as safety audits, safety levels, hazard evaluation and risk assessments;
designing and developing HSE promotional materials and publications; promote
Organizations to celebrate/observe various campagins, such as National Safety
Day/Week, Fire Service Week, World Environment Day and Road Safety Week.
It is located in Navi Mumbai.
Its Board of Governors consists of members from the government, employers'
organizations and trade union organizations.
The chairperson of the NSC is appointed by the government and is usually a
prominent industrialist.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Leprosy Day is Designated on 31 January
The last Sunday of January is celebrated as the annual World Leprosy Day. All
parts of the world are observing this day. Celebrate this day to raise awareness
about leprosy. It also tries to spread the necessity and importance of eliminating
this disease.
Highlights:
According to the World Health Organization (WHO) regulations, the goal for this
day in 2021 is to defeat leprosy by disseminating more information about the
disease. This day will be celebrated to promote the knowledge that the disease can
be cured.
According to the report, 2,08,619 new leprosy cases were registered globally in
2018. The number comes from 159 countries. In India, this day will be observed on
January 31, 2021.
Leprosy is also called Hansen's disease. It is an infectious disease caused by
Mycobacterium leprosy. The disease is named after Norwegian doctor Gerhard
Henrik Armauer Hansen.
Hansen proved that leprosy is not a genetic disease, but is caused by bacteria. The
disease is a curable disease and early treatment can prevent any disability. If left
untreated, it may cause permanent damage to the skin, nerves, limbs and eyes.
The incubation period of the disease is usually 5 years. The symptoms of the
disease can be seen within 1 year, but it may also take 20 years or more to occur.
When the affected person sneezes or coughs, the disease is spread from droplets in
the nose or mouth.

Anniversary of Prabuddha Bharat Magazine is on 31 January
Prime Minister Narendra Modi delivered a speech at the 125th-anniversary
celebration "Prabuddha Bharata" originally scheduled on January 31, 2021. It is a
monthly publication of the Order of Ramakrishna.
Highlights:
The magazine is under the direction of Swami Vivekananda and is run by P.
Aiyasami, B. R. Rajam Iyer, G. G. Narasimhacharya and B. V. Kamesvara Iyer
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were founded in 1896.
Prabuddha Bharata magazine is of great significance for spreading the information
of ancient spiritual wisdom in the country. The magazine has articles and
translations on the humanities and social sciences written by monks, scholars and
other writers.
The publication of Prabuddha Bharata magazine started from Madras (now
Chennai). The Prabuddha Bharata magazine was published in Chennai for 2 years.
After that, the magazine began to be distributed from Almora. From April 1899,
the magazine began to be distributed from Advaita Ashrama. Since then, Advaita
Ashram has continuously edited the magazine, published and printed it in Kolkata.
Historically, many prominent figures have contributed to the magazine, such as
Bal Gangadhar Tilak, former president Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose, sisters Nivedita and Sri Aurobindo. Currently, it is edited by Swami
Vireshananda.
Advaita Ashrama was founded in 1899. It is a branch of Ramakrishna Math.
Ashrama is located in Uttarakhand.
Ramakrishna Temple is a line of monasteries established by Ramakrishna. It was
established in January 1886 and is located in Cossipore House. It is different from
Ramakrishna mathematics. Ramakrishna mathematics is a legal entity that trains
young monks and directs the spiritual duties of the Swamis of Ramakrishna
teachings.

Chauri Chaura Centenary Celebrations to be on 4 February
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold the opening ceremony of Chauri
Chaura Centennial Celebration on February 4, 2021. The celebration will be hosted
by PM and will be held in Uttar Pradesh.
Highlights:
On this occasion, the Prime Minister will also issue a stamp to commemorate the
100th anniversary of the Chauri Chaura incident. Families of martyrs and freedom
fighters will also participate in the celebration.
The statewide celebration will also be held. It will start on February 4 and the
celebration will last for one year.
The Chauri Chaura incident occurred in Chauri Chaura, British India on February
4, 1922. Chauri Chaura is a place in the Gorakhpur district of modern Uttar
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Pradesh.
In the incident, a large number of protesters participating in the non-cooperative
movement clashed with the police, who opened fire on them. In return, the
demonstrators attacked and set fire to the police station.
This incident resulted in the killing of all residents. In the incident, three civilians
and 22 policemen were killed. These protesters protested based on the
"uncooperative movement" initiated by Mahatma Gandhi. After the incident,
Mahatma Gandhi stopped the uncooperative movement on February 12, 1922.
Mahatma Gandhi launched a non-cooperation movement on September 4, 1920.
The beginning of the sport was to autonomy and to gain full independence or Purna
Swaraj.
The Indian National Congress (INC) abolished support for the British reforms
following the Rollat Act and the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. The Rowlatt Act of
March 1919 was passed to suspend the right of political prisoners in seditious trials.
This behavior prompted Mahatma Gandhi to follow Satyagraha (truth).

Pulse Polio Programme Launched on 31 January
The President of India will launch a countrywide Pulse Polio Programme in 2021.
On January 31, 2021 (Sunday), the National Immunization Day for Polio was
celebrated.
Highlights:
On January 31, 2021 (Sunday), the National Immunization Day for Polio, also
commonly known as Polio Ravivar, is celebrated.
As part of the Indian government's maintenance of the country's polio-free status,
about 170 million children under the age of 5 will be injected with polio drops.
The nationwide movement will be supported by approximately 2.4 million
volunteers, 1.5 lakh supervisors and many Civil Society Organizations (CSOs),
WHO, UNICEF, Rotary clubs, etc.
Healthcare workers will visit up to 20 million households to ensure that no
children is left without the protection by the polio vaccine.
Before the program started, India had 60% of polio cases worldwide. With the last
case of Polio reported in Howrah on January 13, 2011, the country has been poliofree for ten years.
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World Wetlands Day is on 2nd February
The World Wetland Day is celebrated on February 2 every year. This day is the
date when the "Wetlands Convention" was adopted in the Iranian city of Ramsar on
February 2, 1971. The theme for World Wetland 2021 is " Wetlands and Water". It
was first celebrated in 1997.
Highlights:
Wetlands are ecosystems that are seasonally or permanently filled with water.
These include mangroves, swamps, rivers, lakes, deltas, floodplains and flooded
forests, rice fields, coral reefs, marine areas with a depth of no more than 6 meters
at low tide, and constructed wetlands such as wastewater treatment ponds and
reservoirs.
Although they cover only about 6% of the earth's land surface, 40% of all animal
and plant species live or reproduce in wetlands.
Wetlands are an important part of our natural environment. They alleviate floods,
protect coastlines and enhance community resilience, reduce the impact of floods,
absorb pollutants and improve water quality.
Wetlands are vital to humans and life on earth. More than 1 billion people depend
on them for their livelihoods, and 40% of the world's species live and reproduce in
wetlands.
Wetlands are an important source of food, raw materials, pharmaceutical genetic
resources and hydroelectric power. 30% of terrestrial carbon is stored in peatlands.
They play an important role in transportation, tourism, and the cultural and spiritual
well-being of the people. Many wetlands are natural beauty, and many are
important to indigenous people.
According to the IPBES (Intergovernmental Scientific Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services), wetlands are the most threatened ecosystem.
Due to human activities and global warming, the rate of disappearance of wetlands
is three times that of forests.
According to UNESCO, the threat to wetlands will adversely affect 40% of the
animals and plants that live or reproduce in wetlands.
Major threats: agriculture, development, pollution and climate change.
IPBES:
IPBES is an independent intergovernmental organization that aims to strengthen the
scientific-policy interaction mechanism of biodiversity and ecosystem services in
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order to protect and sustainably use biodiversity for long-term human well-being
and sustainable development. It was established in Panama City, USA in April
2012. It is not a UN agency.

Army Dental Corps Raising Day is on 1 February
Army Dental Corps celebrated its 80th Raising Day on February 1, 2021.
Highlights:
Army Dental Corps will celebrate its 80th Raising day on February 1, 2021. The
regiment was resurrected on this day in 1941.
The Indian Army Dental Corps (IADC) is a professional corps of the Indian Army,
which mainly provides medical services for all Army personnel, active soldiers and
veterans and their families.

World Cancer Day is on 4th February
World Cancer Day is organized by the International Union for Cancer Control
(UICC) and is celebrated on February 4th every year.
Highlights:
The theme for World Cancer Day 2019-2021 is "I Am I Will"-all about personal
stories and promises to defeat cancer.
The goal of World Cancer Day is consistent with the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG-3.4), which is to reduce the premature mortality of non-communicable
diseases by one third through prevention and treatment, & promote mental health
and well-being by 2030.
It has been observed that the international community has united and put an end to
preventable cancer injustice.
The purpose of this day is to raise awareness and urge governments and
individuals around the world to take action to save millions of preventable deaths
each year.
Cancer: Cancer is a generic term for a large group of diseases, which is
characterized by the growth of abnormal cells beyond their usual limits, and then
these abnormal cells can invade parts of the body and/or spread to other organs.
Other common terms used for cancer are malignant tumor and tumor. Cancer is a
disease that becomes the second leading cause of death in the world. It is estimated
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that 9.6 million people will die in 2018. International
Union for Cancer Control (UICC): The International Union for Cancer Control
(UICC) is a membership organization designed to help the global health community
accelerate the fight against cancer. It was founded in 1933 and is headquartered in
Geneva.

International Day of Human Fraternity is Observed on 4th February
International Day of Human Fraternity is scheduled to be held on February 4.
Highlights:
International Day of Human Fraternity is scheduled to be held on February 4.
The International Humanity Day aims to emphasize the importance of raising
awareness of different cultures and religions or beliefs and promoting tolerance.
It also aims to educate people about tolerance, diverse traditions, mutual respect,
and diversity of religions and beliefs to promote human fraternity.
The theme of this year's 2021 International Humanity Day is The Pathway to the
future.
On December 21, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution
proclaiming February 4 as International Humanity Day. Beginning in 2021, this day
will be commemorated every year.
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BOOKS & AUTHORS
Dalai Lama Launched Little Book of Encouragement Book
The Dalai Lama, the spiritual leader of Tibet, released his new book "Little Book of
Encouragement". This book contains 130 citations. The book was edited by Renuka
Singh and published by Penguin Random House.
Highlights:
When writing this book, the Dalai Lama emphasized that he is one of the 7 billion
people in the current COVID-19 pandemic. Therefore, he is committed to
promoting human happiness.
He further emphasized this point; we believe that happiness comes from money
and power. But we rarely know the role of the mind, or the key to happiness is
inner peace.
He asks readers to discuss the ideas in the book with friends and use these ideas in
daily life practice. In addition to the Covid-19 pandemic, he also called climate
change and global warming a very serious problem.
He wrote on China-India relations that India and China have recently developed a
sense of competition. These countries have large populations and are powerful
countries.
However, they cannot destroy each other and must live side by side. In addition, on
the Tibet issue, he suggested that Tibetans treat the Chinese as brothers and sisters,
not enemies.
The Tibetan people awarded the title of Dalai Lama to the chief spiritual leader of
the Gelug or "yellow hat" school of Tibetan Buddhism.
Tenzin Gyatso is the 14th Dalai Lama and he is Dalai Lama at present. He lives in
India as a refugee. The Dalai Lama's ID card is believed to be Turkus' successor.
Turkus is considered to be the incarnation of Avalokiteshvara.
Tenzin Gyatso: He is also known as Tenzin Gyatso. He was born on July 6, 1935.
He is considered to be a living bodhisattva, the birthplace of Guanyin Bodhisattva.
He is the current Dalai Lama.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
MoHUA Signed MoU with Zomato
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) and Zomato signed a
Memorandum of Understanding to join street food vendors on its food technology
platform.
Highlights:
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) and Zomato signed a
Memorandum of Understanding to join street food vendors on its food technology
platform. This will allow street food vendors to access thousands of consumers
online and help these vendors develop their businesses.
In October 2020, MoHUA reached a similar agreement with Swiggy, another
online food ordering and delivery platform.
MoHUA launched a Mobile Application for PM SVANidhi se Samriddhi.
This mobile application will assist city officials to conduct door-to-door data
collection for socio-economic analysis of PM SVANidhi beneficiaries and their
families.
This will be done in 125 selected cities as an additional component of PM
SVANidhi.
This application will enable ULB field functionaries to conduct socio-economic
profile analysis activities even without any Internet connection.
The implementing partner of the Indian Quality Council and MoHUA developed
the mobile application.
The purpose of the program is to map the socio-economic profile of PM SVANidhi
beneficiaries and their families, assess their potential eligibility to participate in
various central welfare schemes, and promote connections with these schemes to
promote their overall development and socio-economic development.
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INDEX / LIST
Asia-Pacific Personalised Health Index Released by EIU
The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) recently released the Asia-Pacific
Personalized Health Index. The index measures the readiness for personalized
medicine in the Asia-Pacific region to adopt 11 medical systems.
Highlights:
The Asia Pacific Personalized Health Index is a newly released index. It measures
the progress of the health system towards personalized medicine. It evaluated 11
health systems in the Asia-Pacific region.
The health systems evaluated include India, China, Singapore, Australia, Malaysia,
Taiwan, Japan, Thailand, Indonesia, South Korea and New Zealand. It measures the
performance of 27 personalized health indicators in 4 categories called "vital
signs".
The four important signs include policy background, health information,
personalized technology and health services. The report emphasizes that Singapore
is the best-performing country in all 11 health systems.
Taiwan ranked second, Japan and Australia ranked third and fourth respectively.
Among 11 health systems, India ranks tenth. Indonesia ranked 11th
However, India ranks 10th overall. But among the four important categories, India
ranks 10th in health information indicators, 11th in health services, 9th in
personalized technical indicators, and 5th in policy background indicators.
The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) is the research and analysis department of
The Economist Group. It provides forecasting and consulting services by
conducting research and analysis. It provides five-year national economic forecasts,
monthly national reports, national risk service reports and industry reports. It has
multiple offices around the world, including two offices in China and one office in
Hong Kong.
The Asia-Pacific region is part of the Western Pacific region. This part of the
content varies according to the context, but usually includes Oceania, East Asia,
South Asia and Southeast Asia.

Report by UNWTO 2020 is Worst Year on Record
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The United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) emphasized that 2020
is the worst year on record. The United Nations World Tourism Organization
issued this statement because the international travel ban implemented to curb the
COVID-19 outbreak has dealt a heavy blow to the global tourism industry.
Highlights:
According to the report, the number of international arrivals fell by 74%. In
addition, compared with 2019, the number of international arrivals allowed to
global destinations has decreased by 1 billion.
The report further emphasized that the restrictions on international travel caused a
loss of US$1.3 trillion in export revenue.
The loss of export income is more than 11 times the loss during the global
economic crisis in 2009.
According to the report, the COVID-19 crisis has affected 10-120 million direct
tourism jobs. Many of them are small and medium enterprises.
The report emphasizes that the nature of the pandemic is changing, so many
countries are reintroducing stricter travel restrictions, such as changes to quarantine
rules, mandatory testing, and complete closure of borders in some countries.
The report of the United Nations World Tourism Organization pointed out that
these countries are gradually introducing the COVID-19 vaccine. The organization
hopes this will help restore consumer confidence and help ease travel restrictions.
Therefore, travel will slowly return to normal in 2021.
The World Travel Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations. The
agency is involved in promoting responsible, sustainable and universally accessible
tourism. Its headquarters are located in Madrid, Spain.
The World Travel Organization is a leading international organization in the field
of tourism. It promotes tourism to become a driving force for economic growth.
The agency is a global forum for tourism policy issues.

Corruption Perception Index 2020 by Transparency International
Corruption Perception Index 2020 has been released is prepared by Transparency
International. It is a comprehensive index from 12 surveys that rank countries
around the world.
Highlights:
It has become a benchmark for measuring corrupt perceptions and is used by
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analysts and investors.
The index is also based on expert opinions on corruption in the public sector and
takes into account a series of factors, such as whether government leaders are
responsible or unpunished for corruption, the prevalence of bribery, and whether
public institutions respond to citizens' needs.
According to experts and businessmen, it ranks public sector corruption in 180
countries and regions.
It uses a scale from 0 to 100, where 0 is badly damaged and 100 is very clean.
India has slipped 6 places this year, ranking 86th.
India's score is lower than the average score of the Asia-Pacific region (31
countries) and the global average.
India's overall score is also 2 points lower than China, and China ranks 78th. The
first place on the list is New Zealand and Denmark (88 each).
South Sudan and Somalia rank the lowest in the global rankings, each with a score
of 12.

Democracy Index 2020 Released by EIU
The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) recently released a report entitled
"Democracy in Disease and Health?" And, released the 2020 Democracy Index.
Highlights:
The 2020 Democracy Index report was covering 167 countries/regions. It classifies
the economy into flawed democracies, fully democratic states, mixed regimes, and
authoritarian regimes.
The report emphasizes that out of 167 countries, 23 countries are full democracies,
52 are defective democracies, 35 countries are mixed regimes, and 57 countries are
authoritarian regimes.
In the Democracy Index, Norway ranks first. The other places that include 2nd,
3rd, 4th, and 5th places in the index were won by Iceland, Sweden, New Zealand,
and Canada.
India's ranking dropped two places from the previous year. This year India ranks
53rd. Sri Lanka ranks 68th. It is also classified as a defective democracy. Pakistan
ranks 105th. It is classified as a "hybrid regime."
Other countries with mixed regimes include Bangladesh, ranked 76th, and Bhutan,
ranked 84th. Afghanistan takes 139th place and is classified as an "authoritarian
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regime."
EIU is headquartered in London, England. It is a leading resource for forecasting
and consulting services through global economic and business research.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When was World Leprosy Day celebrated in 2021 ?
A.31 January
B.30 January
C.29 January
D.28 January

Answer A
Explanation The last Sunday of January is celebrated as the annual World Leprosy Day. All
parts of the world are observing this day. Celebrate this day to raise awareness about leprosy. It
also tries to spread the necessity and importance of eliminating this disease.

2) When was Anniversary of Prabuddha Bharat Magazine ?
A.31 January
B.30 January
C.29 January
D.28 January

Answer A
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi delivered a speech at the 125th anniversary
celebration "Prabuddha Bharata" originally scheduled on January 31, 2021. It is a monthly
publication of the Order of Ramakrishna.

3) When was Prabuddha Bharat Magazine founded ?
A.1895
B.1896
C.1897
D.1898

Answer B
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi delivered a speech at the 125th anniversary
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celebration "Prabuddha Bharata" originally scheduled on January 31, 2021. It is a monthly
publication of the Order of Ramakrishna. The magazine is under the direction of Swami
Vivekananda and is run by P. Aiyasami, B. R. Rajam Iyer, G. G. Narasimhacharya and B. V.
Kamesvara Iyer were founded in 1896. Prabuddha Bharata magazine is of great significance for
spreading the information of ancient spiritual wisdom in the country. The magazine has articles
and translations on the humanities and social sciences written by monks, scholars and other
writers.

4) The Prabuddha Bharata magazine was published in Chennai for
____________ years.
A.2
B.3
C.4
D.5

Answer A
Explanation Prabuddha Bharata magazine is of great significance for spreading the information
of ancient spiritual wisdom in the country. The magazine has articles and translations on the
humanities and social sciences written by monks, scholars and other writers. The publication of
Prabuddha Bharata magazine started from Madras (now Chennai). The Prabuddha Bharata
magazine was published in Chennai for 2 years.

5) When was Advaita Ashrama founded ?
A.1899
B.1898
C.1897
D.1896

Answer A
Explanation Advaita Ashrama was founded in 1899. It is a branch of Ramakrishna Math.
Ashrama is located in Uttarakhand. Ramakrishna Temple is a line of monasteries established by
Ramakrishna. It was established in January 1886 and is located in Cossipore House. It is different
from Ramakrishna mathematics. Ramakrishna mathematics is a legal entity that trains young
monks and directs the spiritual duties of the Swamis of Ramakrishna teachings.

6) When was Ramakrishna Temple established ?

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 1 - February 7, 2021)

A.January 1886
B.January 1885
C.January 1884
D.January 1883

Answer A
Explanation Ramakrishna Temple is a line of monasteries established by Ramakrishna. It was
established in January 1886 and is located in Cossipore House. It is different from Ramakrishna
mathematics. Ramakrishna mathematics is a legal entity that trains young monks and directs the
spiritual duties of the Swamis of Ramakrishna teachings.

7) Chauri Chaura Centenary Celebrations to be on _____________.
A.4 February
B.3 February
C.2 February
D.5 February

Answer A
Explanation Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold the opening ceremony of Chauri
Chaura Centennial Celebration on February 4, 2021. The celebration will be hosted by PM and
will be held in Uttar Pradesh.

8) The Chauri Chaura incident occurred in Chauri Chaura, British India on
______________.
A.February 4, 1922
B.February 4, 1923
C.February 4, 1924
D.February 4, 1925

Answer A
Explanation The Chauri Chaura incident occurred in Chauri Chaura, British India on February 4,
1922. Chauri Chaura is a place in the Gorakhpur district of modern Uttar Pradesh.In the incident,
a large number of protesters participating in the non-cooperative movement clashed with the
police, who opened fire on them. In return, the demonstrators attacked and set fire to the police
station.
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9) When was non-cooperation movement launched ?
A.September 4, 1920
B.September 4, 1919
C.September 4, 1921
D.September 4, 1922

Answer A
Explanation Mahatma Gandhi launched a non-cooperation movement on September 4, 1920.
The beginning of the sport was to autonomy and to gain full independence or Purna Swaraj. The
Indian National Congress (INC) abolished support for the British reforms following the Rollat
Act and the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. The Rowlatt Act of March 1919 was passed to suspend
the right of political prisoners in seditious trials. This behavior prompted Mahatma Gandhi to
follow Satyagraha (truth).

10) Where is Chauri Chaura located ?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Andhra Pradesh
D.Arunachal Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation The Chauri Chaura incident occurred in Chauri Chaura, British India on February 4,
1922. Chauri Chaura is a place in the Gorakhpur district of modern Uttar Pradesh.In the incident,
a large number of protesters participating in the non-cooperative movement clashed with the
police, who opened fire on them. In return, the demonstrators attacked and set fire to the police
station.

11) In which year does non cooperation movement started ?
A.1920
B.1921
C.1922
D.1923

Answer A
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Explanation Mahatma Gandhi launched a non-cooperation movement on September 4, 1920.
The beginning of the sport was to autonomy and to gain full independence or Purna Swaraj. The
Indian National Congress (INC) abolished support for the British reforms following the Rollat
Act and the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. The Rowlatt Act of March 1919 was passed to suspend
the right of political prisoners in seditious trials. This behavior prompted Mahatma Gandhi to
follow Satyagraha (truth).

12) What is the rank of India in Asia-Pacific Personalized Health Index ?
A.10
B.12
C.13
D.14

Answer A
Explanation Taiwan ranked second, Japan and Australia ranked third and fourth respectively.
Among 11 health systems, India ranks tenth. Indonesia ranked 11thHowever, India ranks 10th
overall. But among the four important categories, India ranks 10th in health information
indicators, 11th in health services, 9th in personalized technical indicators, and 5th in policy
background indicators.

13) What is the rank of Indonesia in Asia-Pacific Personalized Health Index ?
A.10
B.11
C.12
D.13

Answer B
Explanation Taiwan ranked second, Japan and Australia ranked third and fourth respectively.
Among 11 health systems, India ranks tenth. Indonesia ranked 11thHowever, India ranks 10th
overall. But among the four important categories, India ranks 10th in health information
indicators, 11th in health services, 9th in personalized technical indicators, and 5th in policy
background indicators.

14) Which is is the best performing country in Asia Pacific Personalized
Health Index ?
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A.India
B.China
C.Singapore
D.Australia

Answer C
Explanation The health systems evaluated include: India, China, Singapore, Australia, Malaysia,
Taiwan, Japan, Thailand, Indonesia, South Korea and New Zealand. It measures the performance
of 27 personalized health indicators in 4 categories called "vital signs".The four important signs
include policy background, health information, personalized technology and health services. The
report emphasizes that Singapore is the best performing country in all 11 health systems.Taiwan
ranked second, Japan and Australia ranked third and fourth respectively. Among 11 health
systems, India ranks tenth. Indonesia ranked 11th

15) Which of the following are included in Asia Pacific region ?
A.Oceania
B.East Asia
C.South Asia
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The Asia-Pacific region is part of the Western Pacific region. This part of the
content varies according to the context, but usually includes Oceania, East Asia, South Asia and
Southeast Asia.

16) When was Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India established ?
A.2016
B.2017
C.2018
D.2019

Answer A
Explanation Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI): IBBI was established under IBC
in 2016. It is the regulator responsible for overseeing insolvency proceedings. It is responsible for
the implementation of the IBC, which merges and amends laws related to the reorganization and
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insolvency settlement of corporate persons, partnerships firms and individuals.

17) When was IN FAC T-81 commissioned ?
A.1999
B.1998
C.1997
D.1996

Answer A
Explanation The Super Dvora MK II-class Indian Naval Fast Attack Craft (IN FAC) T-81 has
successfully served the country for more than 20 years. In collaboration with Israels M/s Ramta, a
25-meter long vessel with a displacement of 60 tons was built at the Goa shipyard Ltd. It was
commissioned to enter the Indian Navy in 1999. The ship is designed for shallow waters, with a
maximum speed of 45 knots.

18) When was Traditional Knowledge Digital Library established ?
A.2000
B.2001
C.2002
D.2003

Answer B
Explanation Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) is Indias digital knowledge
repository of traditional knowledge, especially knowledge about medicinal plants and
formulations used in the Indian medical system.It was established in 2001 by the Ministry of
Ayush and the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR).

19) Traditional Knowledge Digital Library established by _____________.
A.Ministry of Ayush
B.CSIR
C.Both A and B
D.Ministry of Health

Answer C
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Explanation Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) is Indias digital knowledge
repository of traditional knowledge, especially knowledge about medicinal plants and
formulations used in the Indian medical system.It was established in 2001 by the Ministry of
Ayush and the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR).

20) When was National Immunization Day for Polio observed in 2021 ?
A.31 January
B.30 January
C.29 January
D.28 January

Answer A
Explanation The President of India will launch a countrywide Pulse Polio Programme in 2021.
On January 31, 2021 (Sunday), the National Immunization Day for Polio was celebrated.

21) When is World wetlands day observed ?
A.February 2
B.February 3
C.February 4
D.February 2

Answer A
Explanation The World Wetland Day is celebrated on February 2 every year. This day is the date
when the "Wetlands Convention" was adopted in the Iranian city of Ramsar on February 2, 1971.
The theme for World Wetland 2021 is " Wetlands and Water". It was first celebrated in 1997.

22) When was first World Wetlands Day observed ?
A.1997
B.1999
C.2001
D.2003

Answer A
Explanation The World Wetland Day is celebrated on February 2 every year. This day is the date
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when the "Wetlands Convention" was adopted in the Iranian city of Ramsar on February 2, 1971.
The theme for World Wetland 2021 is " Wetlands and Water". It was first celebrated in 1997.

23) What is the theme of World Wetlands Day 2021 ?
A.Wetlands and Biodiversity
B.Wetlands and Water
C.Wetlands and Environment
D.Wetlands and Habitat

Answer B
Explanation The World Wetland Day is celebrated on February 2 every year. This day is the date
when the "Wetlands Convention" was adopted in the Iranian city of Ramsar on February 2, 1971.
The theme for World Wetland 2021 is " Wetlands and Water". It was first celebrated in 1997.

24) When was Intergovernmental Scientific Policy Platform on Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services ?
A.April 2012
B.April 2013
C.April 2014
D.April 2015

Answer A
Explanation IPBES is an independent intergovernmental organization that aims to strengthen the
scientific-policy interaction mechanism of biodiversity and ecosystem services in order to protect
and sustainably use biodiversity for long-term human well-being and sustainable development. It
was established in Panama City, USA in April 2012. It is not a UN agency.

25) Where was Intergovernmental Scientific Policy Platform on Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services established ?
A.USA
B.UK
C.Europe
D.China
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Answer A
Explanation IPBES is an independent intergovernmental organization that aims to strengthen the
scientific-policy interaction mechanism of biodiversity and ecosystem services in order to protect
and sustainably use biodiversity for long-term human well-being and sustainable development. It
was established in Panama City, USA in April 2012. It is not a UN agency.

26) Which of the following statements are related to (Intergovernmental
Scientific Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services ) ? a. It is
not a UN agency. b. . It was established in Panama City, USA in April 2012.
A.Only A
B.Only B
C.Both A and B
D.Neither A nor B

Answer C
Explanation IPBES is an independent intergovernmental organization that aims to strengthen the
scientific-policy interaction mechanism of biodiversity and ecosystem services in order to protect
and sustainably use biodiversity for long-term human well-being and sustainable development. It
was established in Panama City, USA in April 2012. It is not a UN agency.

27) Al Hol, which was making news recently for its refugee camp, is a town in
which country?
A.Israel
B.Syria
C.China
D.Chile

Answer B
Explanation The UN counterterrorism chief has urged countries to repatriate the children
stranded in a massive camp in Al Hol.Out of the 27,000 abandoned children, many of them are
children of Islamic State extremists. Al Hol camp is the largest camp for refugees and displaced
Syrians in the country, located in the north-eastern Syria.

28) What is the outlay for PM AtmaNirbhar Swasth Bharat Yojana?
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A.Rs 1000 crore
B.Rs 2000 crore
C.Rs 10,000 crore
D. Rs 64,180 crore

Answer D
Explanation PM AtmaNirbhar Swasth Bharat Yojana, a new centrally sponsored scheme has
been announced in the Union Budget 2021-22. The scheme would be launched with an outlay of
Rs.64,180 crore over a period of 6 years.The scheme aims to develop capacities of primary,
secondary, and tertiary care Health Systems.

29) ASEAN-India hackathon is planned to held from ____________.
A.February 1 to 3, 2021
B.February 1 to 4, 2021
C.February 1 to 5, 2021
D.February 1 to 13, 2021

Answer A
Explanation The ASEAN-India hackathon initiative was initiated by the Ministry of Education.
In 2021, the hackathon will be held online from February 1 to 3, 2021.This hackathon will
provide all 10 ASEAN countries and India with new opportunities to strengthen their economic
and cultural ties through cooperation in the fields of education, science and technology.

30) Where is Syria located ?
A.West Asia
B.South East Asia
C.Africa
D.USA

Answer A
Explanation Syria is a country in West Asia. It borders Lebanon to the southwest, the
Mediterranean to the west, Turkey to the north, Iraq to the east, Jordan to the south, and Israel to
the southwest.Syria is the seat of various ethnic groups such as Syrian Arabs, Turkmen, Kurds,
Armenians, Assyrians, Circassians, Greeks and Manders, while Sunnis, Christians, Druze,
Alawites, Salafis, Mendes, Shiites and Yazidis are religious groups.
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31) Which is the largest city in Europe ?
A.Damascus
B.Homs
C.Aleppo
D.Latakia

Answer C
Explanation The largest city in Syria is Aleppo, followed by Damascus, Homs, Latakia and
Hama. The country was the center of Neolithic culture in 10,000 BC or Neolithic A in the pottery
age. It was the first country in the world where agriculture and cattle breeding appeared.

32) Which is India's top car manufacturer and has the largest compressed
natural gas ?
A.Maruti
B.Suzuki Motor
C.Honda
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation Maruti is India's top car manufacturer and has the largest compressed natural gas
(CNG) car product portfolio among all domestic car manufacturers. Suzuki Motor Company also
plans to increase its annual sales of CNG cars to 200,000 or more by 2022.

33) What is the rank of India in Corruption Perception Index 2020 ?
A.85
B.86
C.87
D.90

Answer B
Explanation India has slipped 6 places this year, ranking 86th.Indias score is lower than the
average score of the Asia-Pacific region (31 countries) and the global average.India's overall
score is also 2 points lower than China, and China ranks 78th. The first place on the list is New
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Zealand and Denmark (88 each). South Sudan and Somalia rank the lowest in the global rankings,
each with a score of 12.

34) What is the rank of China in Corruption Perception Index 2020 ?
A.76
B.77
C.78
D.79

Answer C
Explanation India has slipped 6 places this year, ranking 86th.Indias score is lower than the
average score of the Asia-Pacific region (31 countries) and the global average.India's overall
score is also 2 points lower than China, and China ranks 78th. The first place on the list is New
Zealand and Denmark (88 each). South Sudan and Somalia rank the lowest in the global rankings,
each with a score of 12.

35) Which of the following countries ranked top in Corruption Perception
Index ?
A.South Sudan
B.New Zealand
C.Denmark
D.Both B and C

Answer D
Explanation India has slipped 6 places this year, ranking 86th.Indias score is lower than the
average score of the Asia-Pacific region (31 countries) and the global average.India's overall
score is also 2 points lower than China, and China ranks 78th. The first place on the list is New
Zealand and Denmark (88 each). South Sudan and Somalia rank the lowest in the global rankings,
each with a score of 12.

36) Which of the following countries ranked bottom in Corruption Perception
Index ?
A.South Sudan
B.Somalia
C.Both A and B
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D.Denmark

Answer C
Explanation India has slipped 6 places this year, ranking 86th.Indias score is lower than the
average score of the Asia-Pacific region (31 countries) and the global average.India's overall
score is also 2 points lower than China, and China ranks 78th. The first place on the list is New
Zealand and Denmark (88 each). South Sudan and Somalia rank the lowest in the global rankings,
each with a score of 12.

37) When was the anniversary of Indian Coast Guard ?
A.February 1
B.February 2
C.February 3
D.February 4

Answer A
Explanation February 1st is the anniversary of the Indian Coast Guard. The Indian Coast Guard
is a maritime law enforcement agency and a search and rescue agency designed to protect Indias
long coastline and maritime interests. It was established in 1977.

38) When was Indian Coast Guard established ?
A.1977
B.1978
C.1987
D.1988

Answer A
Explanation February 1st is the anniversary of the Indian Coast Guard. The Indian Coast Guard
is a maritime law enforcement agency and a search and rescue agency designed to protect Indias
long coastline and maritime interests. It was established in 1977.

39) Where is Periyar Tiger Reserve located?
A.Kerala
B.Karnataka
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C.Tamil Nadu
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation The Periyar Tiger Reserve (PTR) in Kerala received training for tiger cubs for the
first time in the country to enable them to hunt naturally in a forest environment.It falls in the
Idukki and Pathanamthitta districts of Kerala (located in the southern region of the Western
Ghats).It was declared a protected area in 1950 and a Tiger Reserve in 1978. Its name is taken
from the Periyar River, which originated inside the reserve.

40) When was Periyar Tiger Reserve declared ?
A.1978
B.1950
C.1958
D.1970

Answer A
Explanation The Periyar Tiger Reserve (PTR) in Kerala received training for tiger cubs for the
first time in the country to enable them to hunt naturally in a forest environment.It falls in the
Idukki and Pathanamthitta districts of Kerala (located in the southern region of the Western
Ghats).It was declared a protected area in 1950 and a Tiger Reserve in 1978. Its name is taken
from the Periyar River, which originated inside the reserve.

41) Where was Har Ghar Pani, Har Ghar Safai launched ?
A.Punjab
B.Haryana
C.Chhattisgarh
D.Gujarat

Answer A
Explanation Captain Amarinder Singh, Chief Minister of Punjab, actually initiated the "Har
Ghar Pani, Har Ghar Safai" mission. This task is part of the government campaign, which aims to
achieve 100% tap water supply for all rural households by March 2022. Giant surface water
supply plan Captain Amarinder Singh also initiated a huge surface water supply plan.
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42) Which of the following organization funds Har Ghar Pani, Har Ghar Safai
Mission ?
A.World Bank
B.NABARD
C.GoIs Jal Jeevan Mission
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The project is funded by the World Bank, NABARD, GoIs Jal Jeevan Mission and
the national budget. The government spends an average of 9.2 billion rupees on water supply and
sanitation plans each year. According to the data, total Rs. Since March 2017, Rs 14.5 billion has
been spent on rural sanitation and rural drinking water supply. Multi-village surface water supply
plan The government has also launched 10 new large-scale multi-village surface water supply
projects.

43) When was Jal Jeevan mission launched ?
A.August 15, 2019
B.August 15, 2018
C.August 15, 2017
D.August 15, 2016

Answer A
Explanation The Jal Jeevan mission of Indian Government was launched on August 15, 2019.
The plan aims to provide safe and adequate drinking water. The plan strives to provide tap water
for individual housing in rural India by 2024. It is based on community water use.

44) Tenzin Gyatso is the ____________ Dalai Lama
A.14th
B.15th
C.16th
D.17th

Answer A
Explanation Tenzin Gyatso is the 14th Dalai Lama and he is Dalai Lama at present. He lives in
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India as a refugee. The Dalai Lamas ID card is believed to be Turkus successor. Turkus is
considered to be the incarnation of Avalokiteshvara.

45) When was Tenzin Gyatso born ?
A.July 6, 1935
B.July 6, 1936
C.July 6, 1937
D.July 6, 1938

Answer A
Explanation Tenzin Gyatso: He is also known as Tenzin Gyatso. He was born on July 6, 1935.
He is considered to be a living bodhisattva, the birthplace of Guanyin Bodhisattva. He is the
current Dalai Lama.

46) In which of Indias neighbouring countries, military has taken control?
A.Pakistan
B.Sri Lanka
C.Myanmar
D.Bangladesh

Answer C
Explanation In Myanmar, the military has taken control of the country under a 1-year state of
emergency. Major leaders of the country including Aung San Suu Kyi are said to be detained.In a
television release, the military has stated that Article 417 of the countrys constitution have been
invoked which allows military to take over in times of emergency.

47) Who is the chairperson of 15th Finance Commission?
A.Raghuram Rajan
B.NK Singh
C.D Subbarao
D.YV Reddy

Answer B
Explanation The 15th Finance Commission headed by NK Singh, with 117 core

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 1 - February 7, 2021)

recommendation, has tabled its report in the Parliament recently.The Finance Commission
maintained the vertical devolution of taxes with the states at 41%. The divisible pool of financial
resources is recommended at 42%, with 1% adjustment made for change of status. So, the vertical
devolution of taxes to the states stands at 41%.

48) As per Union Budget 2021-22, what is the new threshold for paid up
capital applicable to small companies?
A.10 lakh
B.20 lakh
C.2 crore
D.1 crore

Answer C
Explanation As per the Union Budget 2021-22, the threshold for paid up capital applicable for
Small Companies has been revised from not exceeding Rs 50 lakh to not exceeding Rs 2
crore.This enhancement in capital limit is expected to benefit more than 2 lakh small companies
and would ease various compliance requirements for them.

49) As per the Budget 2021-22, what is the estimated Fiscal Deficit for the
current financial year?
A.9.5%
B.8.5%
C.9%
D.10%

Answer A
Explanation As per the latest Budget presented by the Union Finance Minister, the Fiscal Deficit
of our economy is estimated at 9.5% of GDP for the current financial year. The same is expected
to be at 6.8% of GDP for FY 2021-22.The budget estimate of expenditure for next FY (2021-22)
is Rs.34.83 lakh crore.

50) What is the new FDI limit in insurance companies, as proposed in Union
Budget 2021-22?
A.26%
B.51%
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C.74%
D.100%

Answer C
Explanation The Union Budget 2021-22 contain that the permissible Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) limit in Insurance Companies would be increased from 49% to 74%. Foreign ownership
with safeguard would be allowed in this segment.Insurance Act of 1938 would be amended to
make effect to the proposed hike in FDI limit.

51) Pattachitra, which was making news recently, is a popular art form of
which state/UT?
A.Andhra Pradesh
B.Kerala
C.Odisha
D.Jammu &Kashmir

Answer C
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi praised a girl named Bhagyashree in Orissa on his
Manki bat show. This girl has mastered the art of using soft gemstones to create Patakitra on
various themes. The girl improved her skills during the lock-in and created Patakitra artwork on
unused bottles, light bulbs, and various glass and plastic materials.

52) Neptune Declaration, which was seen in the news recently, is associated
with which sector?
A.Aviation
B.Migrant Labourers
C.Maritime
D.Sports

Answer C
Explanation The Neptune Declaration on Seafarer Wellbeing and Crew Change, is a declaration
released by the global maritime industry recently.The declaration focusses on recognising
seafarers as key workers by all governments in line with the UNGA resolution adopted recently.
The Maritime Union of India (MUI) urged the Centre to consider the declaration while
formulating Maritime India Vision 2030.
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53) The term Pattachitra or Patachitra is often used for _____________
Painting.
A.Traditional cloth
B.Wood Based
C.Bottle Based
D.Glass

Answer A
Explanation The term Pattachitra or Patachitra is often used for traditional cloth-based scroll
painting. The art form is based on the states of Orissa and West Bengal. This art form is famous
for its intricate details, mythical narratives and folk tales. This is an ancient art form in Odisha,
made for worshippers and pilgrims going to temples. These art forms are part of ancient Bengali
narrative art. The word "Pajtta" literally means "cloth", and "Chitra" means "picture" in Sanskrit.

54) Where is International Transport Workers' Federation located ?
A.London
B.Paris
C.New York
D.Switzerland

Answer A
Explanation Maritime Union of India (MUI) is the oldest ocean office. It represents merchant
marine officers of its members. The office belongs to the International Transport Workers'
Federation (ITF) in London, UK. It has approximately 700 unions, representing 4.5 million
transportation workers from 150 countries. The office is also affiliated with Hind Mazdoor Sabha
(HMS) in New Delhi.

55) Where is Hind Mazdoor Sabha (HMS) located ?
A.Chennai
B.New Delhi
C.Bangalore
D.Mumbai

Answer B
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Explanation Maritime Union of India (MUI) is the oldest ocean office. It represents merchant
marine officers of its members. The office belongs to the International Transport Workers'
Federation (ITF) in London, UK. It has approximately 700 unions, representing 4.5 million
transportation workers from 150 countries. The office is also affiliated with Hind Mazdoor Sabha
(HMS) in New Delhi.

56) Which of the following borders Myanmar ?
A.Manipur
B.Mizoram
C.Nagaland
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The capital of the country Myanmar is Naypyidaw. Yangon or Rangoon is the
largest city in Myanmar. Myanmar borders the states of Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland and
Arunachal Pradesh.

57) When was Army Dental Corps Raising Day observed ?
A.February 1
B.February 2
C.February 3
D.February 4

Answer A
Explanation Army Dental Corps will celebrate its 80th Raising day on February 1, 2021. The
regiment was resurrected on this day in 1941.The Indian Army Dental Corps (IADC) is a
professional corps of the Indian Army, which mainly provides medical services for all Army
personnel, active soldiers and veterans and their families.

58) When was Army Dental Corps Raising Day declared ??
A.1940
B.1941
C.1942
D.1943
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Answer B
Explanation Army Dental Corps will celebrate its 80th Raising day on February 1, 2021. The
regiment was resurrected on this day in 1941.

59) MITRA scheme, which was announced in the recent Union Budget is
related to which sector?
A.Agriculture
B.Textile
C.MSME
D.Banking

Answer B
Explanation In the Union Budget 2021-22, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced a
scheme of Mega Investment Textiles Parks (MITRA).The scheme is to be launched in addition to
the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme. It aims to help the industry become competitive,
attract investments and boost employment generation. Under the scheme, 7 Textile Parks will be
established over 3 years.

60) Indias first Centre for Wetland Conservation and Management has been
set up in which Indian city?
A.Cochin
B.Chennai
C.Vishakhapatnam
D.Guwahati

Answer B
Explanation Indias first Centre for Wetland Conservation and Management has been set up in
Chennai. It aims to strengthen research for conservation and management of the wetlands.This
has been set up as a part of the National Centre for Sustainable Coastal Management (NCSCM),
Chennai. The Centre would also serve as a knowledge hub and facilitate exchanges between state
wetland authorities.

61) When Kerala will Open its First Human Milk Bank ?
A.February 5, 2021
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B.February 6, 2021
C.February 7, 2021
D.February 8, 2021

Answer A
Explanation Kerala will open its first Human Milk Bank (HMB) on February 5, 2021. This is a
state-of-the-art facility, and Kerala Health Minister KK Shailaja will open at Ernakulam General
Hospital.

62) Where Kerala will open its first Human Milk Bank ?
A.Cochin
B.Ernakulam
C.Trivandrum
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation Kerala will open its first Human Milk Bank (HMB) on February 5, 2021. This is a
state-of-the-art facility, and Kerala Health Minister KK Shailaja will open at Ernakulam General
Hospital.

63) When is World Cancer Day observed ?
A.4th February
B.5th February
C.6th February
D.7th February

Answer A
Explanation World Cancer Day is organized by the International Union for Cancer Control
(UICC) and is celebrated on February 4th every year.

64) What is the theme of World Cancer Day 2021 ?
A.I Am I Will
B.I Am I Can
C.Eradicate Cancer
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D.Both A and B

Answer A
Explanation The theme for World Cancer Day 2019-2021 is "I Am I Will"-all about personal
stories and promises to defeat cancer. The goal of World Cancer Day is consistent with the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG-3.4), which is to reduce the premature mortality of noncommunicable diseases by one third through prevention and treatment, and promote mental
health and well-being by 2030. It has been observed that the international community has united
and put an end to preventable cancer injustice.

65) When was Union for Cancer Control founded ?
A.1933
B.1934
C.1935
D.1936

Answer A
Explanation Union for Cancer Control (UICC): The International Union for Cancer Control
(UICC) is a membership organization designed to help the global health community accelerate
the fight against cancer. It was founded in 1933 and is headquartered in Geneva.

66) Where is headquarters of Union for Cancer Control (UICC) ?
A.Switzerland
B.Geneva
C.London
D.Paris

Answer B
Explanation Union for Cancer Control (UICC): The International Union for Cancer Control
(UICC) is a membership organization designed to help the global health community accelerate
the fight against cancer. It was founded in 1933 and is headquartered in Geneva.

67) Cancer is the ____________ leading cause of death in the world.
A.second
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B.third
C.first
D.None

Answer B
Explanation Cancer is a generic term for a large group of diseases, which is characterized by the
growth of abnormal cells beyond their usual limits, and then these abnormal cells can invade
adjacent parts of the body and/or spread to other organs. Other common terms used for cancer are
malignant tumor and tumor. Cancer is the second leading cause of death in the world. It is
estimated that 9.6 million people will die in 2018. International

68) Tumor is related to _____________.
A.Cancer
B.TB
C.Stroke
D.Heart

Answer A
Explanation Cancer is a generic term for a large group of diseases, which is characterized by the
growth of abnormal cells beyond their usual limits, and then these abnormal cells can invade
adjacent parts of the body and/or spread to other organs. Other common terms used for cancer are
malignant tumor and tumor. Cancer is the second leading cause of death in the world. It is
estimated that 9.6 million people will die in 2018. International

69) International Women's Day is on _____________.
A.March 8
B.March 9
C.May 9
D.May 8

Answer A
Explanation Every Year International Women's Day is designated on March 8th around the
world. This day marks the women's rights movement. The United Nations began celebrating this
day in 1977. The United Nations (UN) theme for International Women's Day in 2021 is "Women
in Leadership: Achieving an Equal Future in the COVID-19 World".
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70) The UN declares International Women's Day started in ______________.
A.1977
B.1987
C.1997
D.1967

Answer A
Explanation Every Year International Women's Day is designated on March 8th around the
world. This day marks the women's rights movement. The United Nations began celebrating this
day in 1977. The United Nations (UN) theme for International Women's Day in 2021 is "Women
in Leadership: Achieving an Equal Future in the COVID-19 World".

71) What is the minimum age for Nari Shakti Puraskar Award ?
A.25 Years
B.30 Years
C.20 Years
D.18 Years

Answer A
Explanation The award includes citations and a cash prize of Rs. 200 thousand According to the
ministries guidelines, any individual who is at least 25 years old and an institution that has
worked in a related field for at least 5 years can apply.

72) Nari Shakti Puraskar award is by _____________.
A.Ministry of Women and Child Development
B.Ministry of Health
C.Ministry of Education
D.None

Answer D
Explanation Every year on the occasion of International Women's Day, the Nari Shakti Puraskar
award ceremony is held. The award is awarded by the Ministry of Women and Child
Development. The recognition of outstanding work done by individuals in empowering women is
awarded. Nari Shakti Puruskar was awarded to individuals or groups or non-governmental
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organizations or institutions.

73) When is International Day of Human Fraternity Observed ?
A.Feb 4
B.Feb 3
C.Feb 5
D.Feb 6

Answer A
Explanation International Day of Human Fraternity is scheduled to be held on February 4. The
International Humanity Day aims to emphasize the importance of raising awareness of different
cultures and religions or beliefs and promoting tolerance. It also aims to educate people about
tolerance, diverse traditions, mutual respect, and diversity of religions and beliefs to promote
human fraternity.

74) The theme of this year's 2021 International Humanity Day is
______________.
A.Road to the future
B.Pathway to the future
C.Way to the future
D.None

Answer B
Explanation The International Humanity Day aims to emphasize the importance of raising
awareness of different cultures and religions or beliefs and promoting tolerance. It also aims to
educate people about tolerance, diverse traditions, mutual respect, and diversity of religions and
beliefs to promote human fraternity.The theme of this year's 2021 International Humanity Day is:
the Pathway to the future.

75) On which day United Nations General Assembly declared February 4 as
International Humanity Day ?
A.December 21
B.December 22
C.December 23
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D.December 24

Answer A
Explanation On December 21, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution
proclaiming February 4 as International Humanity Day. Beginning in 2021, this day will be
commemorated every year.

76) In which year International Humanity Day declared ?
A.2020
B.2019
C.2018
D.2017

Answer A
Explanation On December 21, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution
proclaiming February 4 as International Humanity Day. Beginning in 2021, this day will be
commemorated every year.

77) World Wetland Day is on ______________.
A.Feb 2
B.Feb 3
C.Feb 4
D.Feb 5

Answer A
Explanation In order to protect the wetlands, February 2 is designated as World Wetland Day. In
2021, this day marks the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands.
The convention was signed in Ramsar, Iran in 1971.

78) How many wetlands are in India ?
A.40
B.41
C.42
D.43

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 1 - February 7, 2021)

Answer B
Explanation India has 42 Ramsar wetlands that have been designated as internationally
important wetlands. They account for approximately 4.6% of India's land area.In order to protect
the wetlands, February 2 is designated as World Wetland Day. In 2021, this day marks the 50th
anniversary of the signing of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. The convention was signed in
Ramsar, Iran in 1971.

79) Which year is 50th anniversary of World wetlands day ?
A.2021
B.2022
C.2020
D.2019

Answer A
Explanation India has 42 Ramsar wetlands that have been designated as internationally
important wetlands. They account for approximately 4.6% of India's land area.In order to protect
the wetlands, February 2 is designated as World Wetland Day. In 2021, this day marks the 50th
anniversary of the signing of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. The convention was signed in
Ramsar, Iran in 1971.

80) When was Stardust 1.0 launched ?
A.January 31
B.January 30
C.January 29
D.January 28

Answer A
Explanation On January 31, Stardust 1.0 was launched from Loring Commerce Center, a former
military base in Maine, USA.

81) What is the height of Stardust 1.0 ?
A.10 feet
B.15 feet
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C.20 feet
D.25 feet

Answer C
Explanation Stardust 1.0 is a launch vehicle suitable for students and budget payloads.The rocket
is 20 feet high and mass about 250 kg.The maximum payload mass of the rocket is 8 kg.

82) Where is Kaliveli Wetlands located ?
A.Tiruvallur
B.Villupuram
C.Chengalpat
D.Kancheepuram

Answer B
Explanation The Villupuram District Government of Tamil Nadu issued its first statement under
the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972. The purpose of this statement is to declare the Kaliveli
wetland a bird sanctuary.

83) The southern part of the Kaliveli wetland was declared a reserved area in
____________.
A.2000
B.2001
C.2002
D.2003

Answer B
Explanation Kaliveli wetland is the second-largest saltwater lake in southern India. The first
largest is Pulicat Lake. Wetlands are ecologically important. It is located near Marakkanam on
the east coast road of Lake Kaliveli.The wetland area is 670 square kilometres. Kaliveli Lake is
connected to the Water body i.e. Bay of Bengal through Uppukalli Creek and Edayanthittu
Reserve.

84) To which of the following the Kaliveli Lake connected ?
A.Bay of Bengal
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B.Arabian Sea
C.Indian Ocean
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Kaliveli wetland is the second-largest saltwater lake in southern India. The first
largest is Pulicat Lake. Wetlands are ecologically important. It is located near Marakkanam on
the east coast road of Lake Kaliveli.The wetland area is 670 square kilometres. Kaliveli Lake is
connected to the Water body i.e. Bay of Bengal through Uppukalli Creek and Edayanthittu
Reserve.

85) Which is the first largest saltwater lake in southern India ?
A.Pulicat
B.Kaliveli
C.Chilika
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Kaliveli wetland is the second-largest saltwater lake in southern India. The first
largest is Pulicat Lake. Wetlands are ecologically important. It is located near Marakkanam on
the east coast road of Lake Kaliveli.The wetland area is 670 square kilometres. Kaliveli Lake is
connected to the Water body i.e. Bay of Bengal through Uppukalli Creek and Edayanthittu
Reserve.

86) Which is the second largest saltwater lake in southern India ?
A.Pulicat
B.Kaliveli
C.Chilika
D.None

Answer B
Explanation Kaliveli wetland is the second-largest saltwater lake in southern India. The first
largest is Pulicat Lake. Wetlands are ecologically important. It is located near Marakkanam on
the east coast road of Lake Kaliveli.The wetland area is 670 square kilometres. Kaliveli Lake is
connected to the Water body i.e. Bay of Bengal through Uppukalli Creek and Edayanthittu
Reserve.
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87) What is the area of Kaliveli Wetland ?

A.760
B.670
C.560
D.650

Answer B
Explanation The wetland area is 670 square kilometres. Kaliveli Lake is connected to the Water
body i.e. Bay of Bengal through Uppukalli Creek and Edayanthittu Reserve.The southern part of
the wetland was declared a reserved area in 2001.

88) Where will India and US Joint Military Exercise - Yudh-Abhyas begin ?
A.Punjab
B.Rajasthan
C.Gujarat
D.Madhya pradesh

Answer B
Explanation The 16th India-US joint military exercise "Yudh Abhyas" will begin in Rajasthan
on February 8 and end on February 21, 2021. The exercise will be held near the border between
India and Pakistan.

89) When will India and US Joint Military Exercise - Yudh-Abhyas begin ?
A.February 8
B.February 9
C.February 10
D.February 11

Answer A
Explanation The 16th India-US joint military exercise "Yudh Abhyas" will begin in Rajasthan
on February 8 and end on February 21, 2021. The exercise will be held near the border between
India and Pakistan.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 1 - February 7, 2021)

90) Yudh-Abhyas is a military exercise between India and _____________.
A.US
B.UK
C.EU
D.Both B and C

Answer A
Explanation The 16th India-US joint military exercise "Yudh Abhyas" will begin in Rajasthan
on February 8 and end on February 21, 2021. The exercise will be held near the border between
India and Pakistan.

91) Democracy Index 2020 is released by ______________.
A.World Bank
B.UN
C.Economist Intelligence Unit
D.None

Answer C
Explanation The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) recently released a report entitled
"Democracy in Disease and Health?" And, released the 2020 Democracy Index.

92) Which Country took first place in Democracy Index 2020 ?
A.Norway
B.New Zealand
C.Iceland
D.Canada

Answer A
Explanation In the Democracy Index, Norway ranks first. The other places that includes 2nd,
3rd, 4th and 5th places in the index were won by Iceland, Sweden, New Zealand, and
Canada.India's ranking dropped two places from the previous year. This year India ranks 53rd.
Sri Lanka ranks 68th. It is also classified as a defective democracy. Pakistan ranks 105th. It is
classified as a "hybrid regime."
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93) What is the rank of India in Democracy Index 2020 ?
A.50th
B.51st
C.52nd
D.53rd

Answer D
Explanation In the Democracy Index, Norway ranks first. The other places that includes 2nd,
3rd, 4th and 5th places in the index were won by Iceland, Sweden, New Zealand, and
Canada.India's ranking dropped two places from the previous year. This year India ranks 53rd.
Sri Lanka ranks 68th. It is also classified as a defective democracy. Pakistan ranks 105th. It is
classified as a "hybrid regime."

94) What is the rank of Pakistan in Democracy Index 2020 ?
A.100
B.105
C.110
D.160

Answer B
Explanation In the Democracy Index, Norway ranks first. The other places that includes 2nd,
3rd, 4th and 5th places in the index were won by Iceland, Sweden, New Zealand, and
Canada.India's ranking dropped two places from the previous year. This year India ranks 53rd.
Sri Lanka ranks 68th. It is also classified as a defective democracy. Pakistan ranks 105th. It is
classified as a "hybrid regime."

95) Indian Ocean Region Defence Ministers Conclave was on _____________.
A.Feb 1
B.Feb 3
C.Feb 4
D.Feb 6

Answer C
Explanation The Indian Ocean Region Defence Ministers Meeting will be held in India on
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February 4, 2021. The event is held in the context of the 2021 Indian Air Show, which is the
largest air show in Asia.

96) Which of the following country hosts Indian Ocean Region Defence
Ministers Meeting ?
A.India
B.Srilanka
C.Maldives
D.Madagascar

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Ocean Region Defence Ministers Meeting will be held in India on
February 4, 2021. The event is held in the context of the 2021 Indian Air Show, which is the
largest air show in Asia.

97) IUCN Status of Fishing Cat is _____________.
A.Vulnerable
B.Endangered
C.Critically Endangered
D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation Scientific Name of Fishing cat is Prionailurus viverrinus. IUCN Status of Fishing
Cat is Vulnerable. Despite facing multiple threats, in the World Conservation Union (IUCN) Red
List species assessment, "fishing cats" have recently been listed as "endangered" as "vulnerable".

98) When was the Fishing Cat Project launched ?
A.2010
B.2020
C.2001
D.2005

Answer A
Explanation In Odisha, many NGOs and wildlife protection associations have participated in the
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research and protection of

99) Pandit Bhimsen Joshi is a ______________.
A.Singer
B.actor
C.Dancer
D.All the above

Answer A
Explanation Pandit Bhimsen Gururaj Joshi is an Indian singer from Karnataka. He is famous for
singing in the form of singing. He has also sung spiritual music in pop music. He belongs to
Kirana gharana of Hindustani classical music. From 1964 to 1982, he visited Afghanistan,
France, Italy, the United States and Canada to hold concerts. His concert was advertised on
posters in New York.

100) Where did 13th Indian Aero Show began ?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Karnataka
C.Kerala
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation The 13th Indian Aero Show began at Yelahanka Air Force Base (Karnataka) in
Bangalore. This is an important event that attracts international and Indian military and civil
aircraft manufacturers, its supporting industries, military brass and government officials, and
business visitors.

101) What is the name of campaign launched by Delhi administration, to
promote electric vehicles?
A.Green Delhi
B.Clean Delhi
C.Switch Delhi
D.Current Delhi
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Answer C
Explanation The Chief Minister of Delhi Arvind Kejriwal launched a campaign called Switch
Delhi. This is aimed to promote use of electric vehicles and the CM has appealed to the public to
use electric vehicles to curb air pollution in the national capital.It is also stated that, the
Government of Delhi will hire only electric vehicles for various purposes in the next six weeks.

102) What is the theme of the World Cancer Day 2021?
A.Fight Cancer
B.I am and I will
C.Cancer and Covid-19
D. I am strong

Answer B
Explanation World Cancer Day is being observed on February 4 from 2000, when it was first
established at the World Cancer Summit Against Cancer for the New Millennium in Paris.It was
on the same day, the Charter of Paris Against Cancer was signed by the General Director of
UNESCO and then French President. The theme of the Cancer Day is I Am and I Will, which is
being continued since 2019.

103) National Safety Council was set up by which Union Ministry?
A.Ministry of Health and Family welfare
B.Ministry of Labour
C.Ministry of Commerce and Industry
D.Ministry of Heavy Industries

Answer B
Explanation National Safety Council (NSC) was set up by the Ministry of Labour in 1966 as a
not-for-profit body on Safety, Health and Environment (SHE) at the national level.As per a press
statement by the Ministry of Labour and Employment, S.N. Subrahmanyan, CEO and Managing
Director of L&T Ltd, has been recently appointed as Chairman of the National Safety Council,
for a period of three years.

104) Which Union Ministry has tied up with Zomato, to implement the PMSVANidhi scheme?
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A.Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
B.Ministry of Food Processing
C.Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
D.Ministry of Labour and Employment

Answer C
Explanation As a part of Prime Minister Street Vendors AtmaNibhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi)
Scheme, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) entered into an agreement with
Zomato.This partnership will enable the company to onboard street food vendors on its platform
and improve their business with a wider market access. MoHUA also launched the Mobile
Application for PMSVANidhi se Samriddhi. It links the schemes beneficiaries with various
Government schemes.

105) Where is Yelahanka Air Force Base located ?
A.Bangalore
B.Chennai
C.Kolkata
D.Mumbai

Answer A
Explanation The 13th Indian Aero Show began at Yelahanka Air Force Base (Karnataka) in
Bangalore. This is an important event that attracts international and Indian military and civil
aircraft manufacturers, its supporting industries, military brass and government officials, and
business visitors.

106) Who organized 13th Indian Aero Show ?
A.Defense Research and Development Organization
B.Hindustan Airways Limite
C.BAE Systems
D.Government of India

Answer A
Explanation Aero India is an international military and civil air show held every two years.Since
its launch in Bangalore in 1996, the Yelahanka Air Force Base, headquartered in Bangalore, is
about 30 kilometers from the city center and has been hosting an air show in February.This is the
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first "hybrid" air show, which means people can also participate digitally. Aero Indias key region
in 2021 is the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). The show is organized by the Defense Research and
Development Organization (DRDO).

107) When is the National Consumer Day celebrated ?
A.December 24
B.December 25
C.December 26
D.December 27

Answer A
Explanation The goal of CWF is to promote and protect consumer welfare.National Consumer
Day and World Consumer Rights Day is celebrated by the Government on December 24 and
March 15 respectively.The government has established a National Consumer Service Helpline
(NCH) to deal with consumer dissatisfaction.

108) World Consumer Rights Day is celebrated on _____________.
A.March 15
B.March 10
C.March 20
D.March 25

Answer A
Explanation The goal of CWF is to promote and protect consumer welfare.National Consumer
Day and World Consumer Rights Day is celebrated by the Government on December 24 and
March 15 respectively.The government has established a National Consumer Service Helpline
(NCH) to deal with consumer dissatisfaction.

109) The Reserve Bank of India released the _____________ document.
A.Payment System Vision
B.Digital System Vision
C.Digital Payment System
D.None

Answer A
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Explanation The Reserve Bank of India released the "Payment System Vision" document.The
document emphasizes the need to set up a 247 hotline service phone to resolve customer inquiries
about digital payment products.According to the guidelines, major payment system operators
must assist in the establishment of a centralized 247 service hotline before September 2021 to
resolve customer inquiries.

110) Who is Governor of the Reserve Bank of India ?
A.Shaktikanta Das
B.Urjit Patel
C.Raghuram Rajan
D.Duvvuri Subbarao

Answer A
Explanation The Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, Shaktikanta Das, recently announced
that the Central Bank will establish a 24 * 7 hotline service platform to strengthen digital
payment services in India.

111) Missile Ghaznavi is tested on _______________.
A.Feb 01
B.Feb 03
C.Feb 05
D.Feb 04

Answer B
Explanation Pakistan successfully tested its nuclear-capable surface-to-surface ballistic missile
named Ghaznavi. The missile was tested on February 3, 2021.

112) Missile Ghaznavi belongs which of the following country ?
A.India
B.Pakistan
C.China
D.Japan

Answer B
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Explanation Pakistan successfully tested its nuclear-capable surface-to-surface ballistic missile
named Ghaznavi. The missile was tested on February 3, 2021.

113) What is the range of Ghaznavi missile?
A.200km
B.250km
C.290km
D.320km

Answer C
Explanation The Ghaznavi ballistic missile can launch nuclear warheads and conventional
warheads with a range of up to 290 kilometers.The missile has been tested for day and night
modes.Pakistan also tested the nuclear-capable surface-to-surface ballistic missile Shaheen-III on
January 20, 2021. The missile has a range of up to 2,750 kilometers.

114) When was National Defense Complex in Pakistan established ?
A.1990
B.1991
C.1992
D.1993

Answer A
Explanation National Defense Complex (NDC): It is also called a national development
complex. NDC is a state-owned defense and aviation contractor in Pakistan. The complex is
located in Fateh Chang, Rawalpindi, Pakistan. It was established in 1990.

115) Ghaznavi missile entered service in Pakistan Army in _____________.
A.2012
B.2013
C.2014
D.2015

Answer A
Explanation Ghaznavi missile:It is a ground-to-ground short-range ballistic missile. The missile
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was designed and developed by the National Development Complex. The missile has a range of
290 kilometers. The missile is named after Mahmud, the Muslim Turkic conqueror of Ghazni in
the 11th century. The missile entered service in the Pakistan Army in 2012.

116) International Yoga Day is on ______________
A.June 21
B.June 25
C.June 23
D.June 27

Answer A
Explanation Every year, the International Yoga Federation (IDY) will lead a joint yoga
agreement by Prime Minister Modi. It is organized by the Ministry of AYUSH (MoA) in
cooperation with Morarji Desai National Yoga Institute (MDNIY). It also organized the Yoga
Appreciation Program (YAP) with the purpose of promoting and disseminating yoga knowledge
and practice among people.From 2015, June 21 is the International Yoga Day every year declared
by United Nations.

117) World Cancer Day is on ______________.
A.Feb 4
B.Feb 5
C.Feb 6
D.Feb 7

Answer A
Explanation India Post in Mumbai cooperated with Tata Memorial Center to issue a special issue
on World Cancer Day (February 4).

118) When was first International Yoga Day celebrated ?
A.2014
B.2015
C.2010
D.2012

Answer C

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(February 1 - February 7, 2021)

Explanation Every year, the International Yoga Federation (IDY) will lead a joint yoga
agreement by Prime Minister Modi. It is organized by the Ministry of AYUSH (MoA) in
cooperation with Morarji Desai National Yoga Institute (MDNIY). It also organized the Yoga
Appreciation Program (YAP) with the purpose of promoting and disseminating yoga knowledge
and practice among people.From 2015, June 21 is the International Yoga Day every year declared
by United Nations.

119) KAPILA was launched in ______________.
A.Oct 2020
B.Dec 2020
C.Nov 2020
D.Sep 2020

Answer A
Explanation KAPILA was launched in October 2020.Scheme objectives:Build awareness of
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) among Higher Education Institutions (HEIs)Provide
intellectual property protection for inventions originating from faculty and students from HEIs.
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