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BANKING & FINANCE
Algo Trading SEBI Proposals
According to brokerage firms, SEBI's proposal to consider all orders generated by
an application programming interface (API) as algorithmic or algo trades could
stifle the expansion of such Trading in India.
Highlights:
Any order generated utilizing automatic execution logic is referred to as algo
trading.
When all requirements are met, the algo trading system automatically
monitors livestock prices and places an order.
This technology relieves the trader of the responsibility of watching
livestock prices and placing manual orders.
Brokerage firms believe that the young algo market has to be regulated,
particularly in light of media reports of retail consumers losing money due to
fraudulent promises made by some vendors.
However, to address a few problematic incidents, SEBI's regulation is
erecting barriers, which may limit the growth of algo trading in India.
If the conditions in the consultation document are followed, it will be
difficult for brokers to provide APIs.
Algo Trading
Algorithmic trading is a way of executing orders using pre-programmed
automated trading instructions that account for price, time, and volume.
Compared to human traders, such trading takes advantage of computers'
speed and computational power.
This type of trading is gaining popularity among both individual and
institutional traders. Investment banks, mutual funds, pension funds, and
hedge funds use it.

ADB: USD 350 Million Improve Urban Services In India
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will give a loan of USD 350 million to
improve access to urban services in India.
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Highlights:
By expediting policy initiatives and reforms aimed at improving service
delivery and by supporting performance-based central fiscal transfers to
urban local governments, access to urban services will be improved (ULBs).
For program execution, monitoring, and evaluation, the ADB will provide
knowledge and advisory support to the Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs.
ADB will also assist ULBs, particularly in low-income states, in the areas of
policy reform, investment planning, and cross-cutting concerns such as
gender equality, climate change, social inclusion, and environmental and
social safeguards evaluation.
Under the Sustainable Urban Development & Service Delivery Programme,
the finance ministry has inked a loan arrangement for the first sub-program
for USD 350 million.
The sub-program aims to develop key policies and principles for urban
transformations at the national level.
This program is consistent with the government's national flagship
initiatives, encouraging cities as economic growth engines.

Bank of Baroda On Top In Digital Payments
For FY20-21, the Bank of Baroda has claimed the top spot in overall digital
transactions among large banks.
Highlights:
The bank was recognized by the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), Government of India, at the Digital Payments Utsav
for its remarkable development in digital payment transactions.
MeitY is holding a "Digital Payments Utsav" to honor India's 75th
anniversary of independence.
As part of the celebration, the Bank of Baroda received five DigiDhan
awards in various categories for the fiscal years 2019-20 and 2020-21.
BoB has received five DigiDhan awards in various categories for the fiscal
years 2019-20 and 2020-21.
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Baroda Bank is a bank based in India, founded on July 20, 1908.
Bank of Baroda headquarters is in Vadodara, Gujarat, with Managing
Director & CEO Sanjiv Chadha.
Bank of Baroda Tagline is India's International Bank

Mastercard And Google Pay Tie-Up
Mastercard and Google Pay have partnered to tokenize card-based payments.
Highlights:
Google Pay users can now safely transact with their Mastercard credit and
debit cards thanks to a tokenization method announced by Mastercard and
Google.
Google Pay Android users can now scan and pay at all Bharat QR-enabled
merchants, tap-and-pay, and make in-app transactions using their Mastercard
debit and credit cards thanks to this partnership.
Users will need to do a one-time setup by entering their card details and their
OTP to add their card to the Google Pay app for convenient registration.
This initiative, according to Mastercard, is an extension of the company's
long-standing partnership with Google and will help India's digital economy
thrive.
Mastercard was founded on December 16, 1966, and its headquarters are in
New York, New York. Its CEO is Michael Miebach, and its Executive
Chairman is Ajay Banga.
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INTERNATIONAL
India And Vietnam To Collaborate In Postal Sector
India and Vietnam signed a statement of intent for improved postal cooperation on
17 December.
Highlights:
It was signed to recognize the two countries' extensive strategic and
economic connections.
India-Vietnam relations have been extraordinarily amicable and cordial.
Prime Minister Nehru and President Ho Chi Minh created the foundations
for the relationship 50 years ago. Cultural and commercial ties between the
two countries, on the other hand, extend back to the second century.
Since 1992, bilateral ties have grown significantly in economics, agriculture,
and industry.
The relationship is not solely based on economic considerations; there has
also been substantial development of bilateral military cooperation.
Objectives
To enable cooperation in the field of post and telecommunications easier.
To encourage people to share their knowledge and experiences.
To collaborate in the implementation of HR development and training
projects.
To encourage postal designated operators and service providers to work
together more closely.

Gabriel Boric: Chiles Next President
A leftist millennial Gabriel Boric won as the next President of Chile on 19
December.
Highlights:
After a battle against a free-market firebrand akin to former US President
Donald Trump, he was elected President.
Gabriel was elected with 56% of the vote.
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Chile's president-elect is Gabriel Boric Font. Since March 2014, he has been
a member of the Chamber of Deputies, representing the Magallanes and
Antarctic districts.
He was elected as an independent candidate in the 2013 general election. In
2017, he was re-elected.
He obtained the most votes among all candidates in the Magallanes Region
in both elections.
He received 60% of the vote in the Apruebo Dignidad Presidential primary
for the 2021 general election.
As a result, he was nominated for President by the socialist electoral
coalition. After Salvador Allende, he is expected to assume office as Chile's
first socialist president.

End Of Censorship In Cinematic Releases In UAE
The UAE has declared the end of Censorships in International Movies on 19
December.
Highlights:
To entice foreigners, the UAE government decided to abolish censorship.
According to the government's recent announcement, sensitive scenes that
violate Islamic feelings will not be eliminated.
In addition, the administration has created a new 'above 21 years of age'
category for spectators.
Movies will now be exhibited in theatres according to their international
versions, and their categorization will be based on UAE media content
regulations.
The decision to abolish censorship is regarded as the UAE's attempt to
compete in the Gulf area by seeming open-minded and liberal to outsiders.
This is an essential step for the government as it seeks to diversify its
economy by attracting foreign investment and decreasing its reliance on oil.
Previously, scenes depicting nudity and other improper content were
eliminated from UAE films. This has an impact on the plot of some films.

WADA Report On Rule Violations
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The World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) just released a report on "Rule
Violations."
Highlights:
In 2019, the number of offenders in India grew, placing India among the top
three global doping violators.
Bodybuilding, weightlifting, and athletics have all played a role in India's
dismal performance.
In 2019, India reported 152 anti-doping rule violations (ADRVs), accounting
for 17% of the global total.
Maximum dope offenders reported from bodybuilding out of all offenders
(57).
With 25 ADRVs, weightlifting is the most popular Olympic sport. Athletics
(20) and wrestling come as second and third, respectively (10).
Boxing and judo each had four ADRVs. In 2019, four cricketers also signed
ADRVs.
WorldWide Scenario
Russia has the most ADRVs in the world, at 167. Italy comes in second with
157 ADRVs. Brazil is in fourth place with 78 ADRVs, while Iran is in fifth
place with 70 ADRVs.
Russia has been barred from competing in the Tokyo Olympics due to
violations of international anti-doping standards.
It has now risen to the top of the list of violators. In comparison to 2018,
Russia has reported higher cases.
India was ranked fourth in the 2018 WADA report, with 107 ADRVs. It was
left with 144 ADRVs in Russia, 132 ADRVs in Italy, and 114 ADRVs in
France.
World Anti-Doping Agency
The International Olympic Committee formed WADA as a non-profit
organization. Its aim is to promote, organize, and monitor the fight against
doping in sports.
Its headquarters are in Canada. The foundation's core functions include
scientific research, the development of anti-doping capacities, teaching, and
the monitoring of the World Anti-Doping Code.
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Home COVID-19 Treatment Authorised By The US
US health regulators approved the first pill (a Pfizer drug) against Covid-19 on
December 22, 2021.
Highlights:
People will be able to take Pfizer's drug at home in order to avoid covid-19's
worst effects.
The Pfizer drug was approved as a result of an increase in new infections
caused by the Omicron variant, as well as an increase in hospitalization and
deaths in the United States.
Paxlovid
Paxlovid is a drug that can be used to treat early Covid-19 infections quickly
and cheaply. Paxlovid is the brand name for the drug Nirmatrelvir.
Pfizer is the company that created this antiviral medication. It works as a
3CL protease inhibitor that can be taken orally.
The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recently granted emergency
use authorization for the drug to treat COVID-19 disease.
It is not approved for COVID-19 pre-exposure or post-exposure prevention.
It can also be used to start treatment in people who need to be admitted to
the hospital due to COVID-19.
Pfizer's drug has been approved by the FDA for adults and children aged 12
and up who have tested positive for Covid-19.
This medication is for people who have early symptoms and are at high risk
of being admitted to the hospital.
A child must weigh at least 40 kilograms to be eligible for medication. A
positive Covid-19 test will be required for patients to receive a prescription.
Paxlovid has been shown to be effective when given within five days of the
onset of symptoms.

Features Of UNSC Resolution On Afghan Assistance
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) unanimously passed a resolution on
December 22, 2021, allowing for sanctions exemptions against the Taliban.
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Highlights:
The exemptions are intended to make humanitarian aid delivery to
Afghanistan easier.
It covers urgent humanitarian assistance and other activities in Afghanistan
to meet basic human needs.
It will primarily benefit low-income or at-risk populations, as well as
alleviate human suffering in other ways.
Among the services and activities provided are:
Assistance with finding a home and settling in
Food safety is important.
Support for education and livelihood
Energy and Water Sanitation, as well as Health, Nutrition, and Hygiene,
including COVID-related assistance.
UNSC Resolution 2615
The UNSC resolution requires a six-month review of the exemptions. It also
encourages assistance providers to make every effort to prevent benefits
from flowing to entities on the 1988 Sanctions List.
It also asks for an Emergency Relief Coordinator to report to the UN
Security Council every six months on the delivery of assistance.
It urged all parties to adhere to international humanitarian law and respect
human rights.
In light of the fact that half of Afghanistan's population is suffering from
acute food insecurity, India has backed the UNSC resolution to exempt
Afghanistan from sanctions.
UNSC
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the UN's six main
organs (UN). Its mission is to maintain international peace and security.
In addition to recommending new UN members for admission to the UN
General Assembly, the body also approves any changes to the UN Charter.
It has the authority to set up peacekeeping missions, authorize military
action, and impose international sanctions.

Protection of Women Rights: Chinas Draft Law
China's Standing Committee of the National People's Congress (NPC) began
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reviewing a draught amendment to the "Law on Protection of Women's Rights and
Interests" on 20 December.
Highlights:
The amendment was proposed in the wake of an increase in sexual
harassment and domestic violence cases, as well as the year-long #MeToo
movement.
The amendment would bring the three-decade-old law protecting women's
rights at home and at work up to date and strengthen it.
For the first time, the proposed legislation includes a specific definition of
"discrimination against women."
It includes detailed descriptions of what constitutes workplace sexual
harassment, such as sexually explicit images, inappropriate behavior, or
offering benefits in exchange for sex.
The proposed legislation isn't just for the workplace. It also seeks to protect
a woman's rights within a traditional family structure, as well as allowing
women to seek compensation following a divorce.
Women's Rights
Employers are no longer allowed to state gender preferences in job ads or
ask female applicants about their marital or pregnancy status, thanks to the
amendments.
Employers are also prohibited from firing or reducing a woman's salary
because she chooses to marry or have a child.
Within the traditional family structure, the proposed law clarifies the roles of
husband and wife.
In the event of a divorce, women will have the right to seek compensation if
they believe they have taken on more responsibilities at home.
Harassment of women while in a relationship or after a relationship ends is
prohibited under the draught law.

Pillar of Shame Removed
Hong Kong's oldest university launched an overnight operation on December 23,
2021, to demolish a statue commemorating people killed in Beijing's Tiananmen
Square.
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Highlights:
Following democracy protests two years ago, China is currently remolding
Hong Kong in its own authoritarian image.
As a result, commemorating Tiananmen Square has effectively become
illegal. The sculpture was ordered to be removed by University officials in
October 2021, posing new legal risks.
The statue had been removed in an overnight operation, according to
University staff on December 23. After the operation was completed, it was
put into storage.
Pillar Of Shame
Jens Galschiot created a series of 8-meter (26-foot) high statues called
"Pillar of Shame."
Since 1997, it has been under construction on the University of Hong Kong's
(HKU) campus. Hong Kong, a former British colony, was returned to China
in the same year.
The statue depicts 50 tortured bodies and anguished faces. The bodies have
been stacked on top of each other.
It honors democracy activists who were killed by Chinese troops in
Tiananmen Square in 1989.
The statues are all made of bronze, copper, or concrete. The sculpture was
unveiled at the NGO Forum of the FAO summit in Rome in 1996.
Three more pillars have been built since then, in Hong Kong, Mexico, and
Brazil. In 2002, a fifth statue was to be erected in Berlin. However, due to a
variety of issues, the plan did not work out.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Covovax Vaccine Receives Emergency Approval From WHO
The World Health Organization (WHO) approved Covovax vaccination for
children in an emergency on 17 December.
Highlights:
The Covovax vaccine has been designated the ninth COVID-19 vaccine for
emergency use by the World Health Organization.
The goal of this move is to improve immunization access in low-income
countries. Covovax is manufactured by the Serum Institute of India (SII)
under license from Novavax.
SII's CEO, Adar Poonawalla, has announced that the company plans to
launch a COVID-19 vaccine for children called Covovax in the next six
months.
He stated that this vaccine is now being tested and will provide protection to
youngsters aged three and up.
The WHO approved Covovax after it was evaluated under its emergency use
listing (EUL) method, which included a review of the quality, safety, and
efficacy data, programmatic suitability, risk management plan, and
production site inspections by the Drugs Controller General of India.
The vaccine is administered in two doses, 21 days apart.
Novavax
Nuvaxovid and Covovax are two brand names for the Novavax COVID-19
vaccination. Novavax and the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness
Innovations collaborated to develop this COVID-19 subunit vaccine (CEPI).
In India, the vaccine is being tested under the brand name Covovax. It is
consistent between 2 and 8 degrees Celsius.

Rashtriya Ekta Geet Launched By Rajnath Singh
The National Cadet Core cadets composed the Rashtriya Ekta Geet, which Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh just launched.
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Highlights:
The Rashtriya Ekta Geet has been written in 22 different languages. It
revolves around the concept of national integration.
It was unveiled at the Vijay Shrankhla aur Sanskrityon ka Mahasangam
campaign's grand finale.
NCC organized a massive event in New Delhi as part of the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav.
The program came to a close with a 'Sanskritiyon ka Maha Sangam,' where
selected NCC cadets gathered to share their cultural heritage.
National Cadet Corps (NCC)
The National Cadet Corps (NCC) is the Indian Armed Forces' youth wing.
The company's headquarters are in New Delhi. As a Tri-Services
Organization comprised of the Army, Air Wing, and Navy, NCC is
voluntarily open to school and college students.
They are working to make India's youth more disciplined and patriotic
citizens.
It is a non-profit organization that recruits cadets from high schools,
colleges, and universities. Basic military training in small arms and drills is
offered to all young Cadets.
The Act of 1950 established the NCC. Its origins can be traced to the Indian
Defence Act 1917, which established the 'University Corps.'
It was established to compensate for the Army's deficit. To elevate the status
of UTC, the 'University Corps' was replaced by the University Training
Corps (UTC) in 1920.

India: 4th Most Spam Calls Affected Country
In 2021, India will be the fourth most spam-affected country, according to
Truecaller.
Highlights:
According to the newest data from callerID, spam detection, and blocking
provider Truecaller, spam call rates in India have risen again, with the
country moving up in global rankings from 9th to 4th in 2021, thanks to a
massive increase in sales and telemarketing calls.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 20 - December 26, 2021)

The surge is due to a significant increase in sales and telemarketing calls,
which account for 93.5 percent of all spam calls in India.
The analysis also revealed that one organization, which Truecaller did not
identify, was responsible for over 202 million spam calls in 2021, equating
to almost 27,000 calls per hour.
Brazil, Peru, and Ukraine were the top three countries with the most spam
calls. Due to strict government rules, the United States slid from the second
rank in 2020 to twentieth place in 2021.
Truecaller Established on 1 July 2009, and its Chairman is Bing Gordon,
who is Headquartered in Stockholm, Sweden.

Three New Districts Created In Nagaland
Nagaland has created a 3 new districts, Niuland, Tseminyu and Chumukedima.
Highlights:
Tseminyu, Niuland, and Chumoukedima are the three new districts
proclaimed by the Nagaland government.
This comes less than a year after the state's 12th district, Noklak, was
established. Nagaland will now have 15 districts after the addition of the
three new districts.
Niuland and Chumukedima have been formed out of Dimapur district, while
the Tseminyu sub-division in Kohima district has been promoted to a
district.
Despite requests for new districts from at least 11 tribes, the Cabinet could
only consider three of them because some districts are home to only one
tribe and cannot be separated.

International Arbitration and Mediation Centre
International Arbitration and Mediation Centre were launched in Telangana.
Highlights:
India's First International Arbitration and Mediation Centre (IAMC) was
launched at Phoenix VK Tower in Nanakramguda, Hyderabad, Telangana.
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It was inaugurated by Chief Justice of India (CJI) Justice NV Ramana and
Chief Minister of Telangana K Chandrasekhar Rao.
Internationally renowned arbitrators and mediators from countries such as
Singapore and the United Kingdom are among those who have been
appointed to the center.
The International Arbitration and Mediation Center (IAMC) was formed to
promptly settle conflicts that emerge owing to a lack of sufficient judges.
IAMC will resolve commercial conflicts as well as disagreements between
ordinary individuals.

CCI Approves Air India Stake Acquisition By Tata Sons
The Competition Commission of India (CCI) approved Talace, a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Tata Sons, acquiring Air India Stakes on 20 December.
Highlights:
Air India is currently entirely owned by the Indian government.
Air India and AIXL are principally delivering domestic scheduled air
passenger transportation, air cargo transport, and international scheduled air
passenger transport.
Air India SATS Airport Services provides ground handling services at Delhi,
Hyderabad, Bengaluru, Mangaluru, and Thiruvananthapuram. Bengaluru
Airport also provides cargo handling services.
In October 2021, the Tata Group signed a share purchase deal with the
government of India to buy the government's stake in national carriers Air
India, Air India Express, and AISATS. Following that, Tata Group received
a Letter of Intent (LoI).
The Tata Group had to meet the agreement's pre-conditions following the
SPA before acquiring Air India.
Under the sale process, Tata Sons' subsidiary Talace emerged as the highest
bidder for AIR India.
CCI:
The Competition Commission of India (CCI) is the country's top
competition regulator. It is a government-run agency that reports to the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs.
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It is in charge of enforcing the Competition Act of 2002 to promote
competition and prohibit the illegal activity.
CCI also investigates incidents to see if they hurt competition.

Odisha CM inaugurates longest Bridge Over Mahanadi
T-Setu, which spans the Mahanadi River, was opened by Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on 20 December.
Highlights:
T-Setu, built over the Mahanadi River in Cuttack district, is Odisha's longest
bridge.
It's a 3.4-kilometer-long, 7.5-meter-wide bridge.
Gopinathpur in Badamba, Baideswar in Banki, and Singhanath Pitha in the
middle of the Mahanadi River are connected by a bridge, which will cost Rs
111 crore in total.
On both sides of the T-Setu bridge, there is a footpath. It has a width of 1.5
meters.
T-Setu will help Cuttack and Khurda residents by cutting the distance
between Badamba and Baideswar by 45 kilometers.
Five lakh individuals from adjacent communities would communicate
thanks to the bridge.
It will also boost the area's agriculture, business, and tourism industries, and
devotees visiting Baba Singhanath's Bali Makar Jatra in Badamba block will
benefit from it.
T-construction Setu's is notable because the state government constructs a
3-kilometer fair-weather road (pedestrian track) on the Mahanadi River
every year at the cost of Rs 14-Rs15 million to facilitate communication for
worshippers. During the monsoon season, this road is swept away.
As a result, residents have been clamoring to construct this bridge for quite
some time. On 28 February 2014, the Chief Minister laid the foundation
stone for T-setu. However, the building was delayed due to technical
challenges and only began in 2018.

First Teachers University To Be Set Up In Delhi
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The Delhi Cabinet approved the establishment of Delhi Teachers' University on 20
December.
Highlights:
After Class 12, the university will provide a four-year integrated teacher
education program.
BA & B.Ed, BSc & B.Ed, and BCom & B.Ed courses will all be included in
the curriculum.
Those enrolled in the institution would also be linked to Delhi government
schools for training reasons while pursuing these courses.
In the next session of the Delhi Assembly, the government will introduce the
"Delhi Teachers University Bill 2021" to address the issue.
Delhi Teachers University
The Delhi Teachers' University will be a state-run institution. It would be
dedicated to preparing high-quality teachers for Delhi at all levels of
education.
For the duration of the course, university students will be assigned to Delhi
government schools to gain hands-on experience. It would assist students in
gaining superior practical as well as theoretical understanding.
In the fields of education studies, leadership, and policy, the University will
serve as a center of excellence in pre-service and in-service teacher
preparation.
In teacher training, the university will endeavor to close the gap between
practice, research, and policy. It will also keep up with the ever-changing
concept and realities of quality education in Delhi.
Admission to the new university will begin in the 2022-23 academic year.
Bakkarwala in west Delhi will be home to the Delhi Teacher's University.
ITEP
The Ministry of Education (MoE) announced the Integrated Teacher
Education Program (ITEP) in accordance with the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020.
This course will be open to any students who wish to pursue a career as a
teacher after completing their 12th grade.
The four-year ITEP will begin in the academic year 2022-23. Initially, the
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course would be provided in a pilot mode at 50 interdisciplinary institutions
in India.
The National Testing Agency (NTA) will administer a National Common
Entrance Test to those interested in taking the course (NCET).

Reservation For Transgenders In Police - Karnataka
The Karnataka government has announced that transgender people will be given a
1% reservation in the police force.
Highlights:
Reservations will be made for them at all levels of the police agency.
This action will contribute to a shift in the public image of transgender
people. It will integrate them into society and eliminate all prejudices against
them.
Both men and women are being recruited by the Karnataka police force, and
they are being given equal opportunity.
Three-four decades ago, there was a reservation for women in the police
force. However, the department now hopes to recruit 25% of women into the
force.
K Prithika Yashini is the country's first transgender female police officer. In
Tamil Nadu, she has been assigned as a sub-inspector.

Protests Against Keralas Silver Lining Project
Several political parties and civic organizations, such as the K-Rail SilverLine
Viruddha Janakeeya Samiti, have protested "Kerala's SilverLine project."
Highlights:
MPs have signed a petition opposing the project, claiming that it is an
"astronomical scam in the making" that will add to the state's debt.
Furthermore, environmentalists believe that the project will have a
significant negative impact on the environment because its route passes
through wetlands, paddy fields, and hills.
Silverline Project
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SilverLine is a project for a semi-high-speed railway. It envisions trains
traveling at 200 km/h between Kerala's northern and southern ends.
The project's total cost is estimated to be Rs 63,940 crore.
Thiruvananthapuram and Kasaragod will be connected by a
529.45-kilometer rail link.
Through 11 stations, it will cover 11 districts. Travel time from Kasaragod
to Thiruvananthapuram will be reduced from 12 hours to less than four
hours at 200 km/hr.
"Kerala Rail Development Corporation Limited (KRDCL)" is in charge of
the project. Kerala's government and the Union Ministry of Railways
collaborated on the project. The project's completion date is set for 2025.
Significance
Several urban policy experts have expressed concerns that Kerala's existing
railway infrastructure will not be able to meet future demands.
Because of the curves and bends on the existing stretch, the majority of the
trains travel at a 45 km/h average speed.
This government is working on the SilverLine project, which will relieve
congestion on the existing stretch and allow commuters to travel more
quickly.
Aside from that, the project will reduce greenhouse gas emissions, create
jobs, and aid in the expansion of Ro-Ro services, as well as connect airports
and IT corridors and allow for faster development in the cities it passes
through.
Features
Electric multiple unit (EMU) trains will be used in this project. Each train
will ideally have nine cars that can be expanded to a total of 12. A nine-car
rake can carry 675 passengers in business and standard class.
On a standard gauge track, trains will travel at a maximum speed of 220
km/h.

Punjab: State General Category Commission
The Punjab Cabinet, led by Chief Minister Charanjit Singh Channi, has approved
the establishment of a "State General Category Commission" for the unreserved
classes.
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Highlights:
The Commission will protect the rights of unreserved classes and assist in
the effective implementation of various welfare programs.
The Commission will work to improve the lives of unreserved poor people.
Other states are expected to establish a General Category Commission.
Himachal Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh, in addition to Punjab, have
established "state General Category Commissions."
In addition, the Cabinet decided to establish a Geeta Adhyayan and Sanatani
Granth Institute at Patiala's Jagat Guru Nanak Dev Punjab State Open
University for teaching and research.
The exemption of Motor Vehicle Tax for stage carriage buses (big and
minibusses) and contract carriage vehicles with fewer than 16 seats were
also approved by the Cabinet.
This action will save the transportation industry money.
The Punjab Film and Television Development Council were also approved
by the Cabinet. This council will consist of 11 members and a chairperson
appointed by the state government.
One-Time Settlement Policy
The state cabinet also approved the creation of a "one-time settlement
policy" for chronic defaulters of principal cost dues on industrial plots
located throughout the state.
Defaulters will be given the opportunity to pay off their long-standing debts
after receiving a 100 percent penalty interest waiver and a 25% normal
interest due waiver, up to the current reserve price of the plot.
Plot owners must pay their dues by March 31, 2022, or risk losing their plot.

Intelligent Transport System
On the Eastern Peripheral Expressway in Dasna, Ghaziabad, Union Minister for
Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari unveiled India's first "Intelligent
Transport System."
Highlights:
This system was created in order to reduce traffic congestion and improve
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commuter safety.
On the occasion, the minister stated that India's road engineering needs to be
improved, as approximately 1.5 lakh people are killed each year in India's 5
lakh traffic accidents.
ITS is cutting-edge, revolutionary technology. It will achieve traffic
efficiency by encouraging efficient infrastructure use, reducing traffic
problems, providing users with prior traffic information, reducing travel
time, and improving commuter safety and comfort.
This system can detect any accident and send out alerts so that an ambulance
can arrive at the scene in 10-15 minutes.
The "Eastern Peripheral Expressway" connects Kundli, Ghaziabad, and
Palwal. It's a 135-kilometer expressway with six lanes that run through
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.
It runs from Kundli in Sonipat to Faridabad district in Haryana, passing
through Baghpat, Ghaziabad, and Noida in Uttar Pradesh and Baghpat,
Ghaziabad, and Noida in Uttar Pradesh.
It finally connects to the Western Peripheral Expressway near Palwal's
Dholagarh. The Eastern Peripheral Expressway was designated as National
Expressway 2 in March 2006. (NE-2).
In Uttar Pradesh, the Union Minister also laid the foundation stone for a
240-kilometer National Highway project in Meerut and Muzaffarnagar. The
project's total cost is estimated to be Rs 9,119 crore.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Japanese Space Tourists Back To Earth
After spending 12 days aboard the International Space Station, a Japanese tycoon,
his producer, and a Russian cosmonaut returned to Earth on 20 December.
Highlights:
Yusaku Maezawa, producer Yozo Hirano, and Russian cosmonaut
Alexander Misurkin landed softly in the Kazakhstan steppes in a Russian
Soyuz capsule.
Since 2009, Maezawa and Hirano have been the first self-paying guests to
visit the space station.
Misurkin, on the other hand, was on his third space trip.
Before them, in October 2021, Russian actress Yulia Peresild and film
director Klim Shipenko spent 12 days on the space station to make the
world's first movie in space. Roscosmos, Russia's space corporation,
financed this project.
Seven space tourists flew to the International Space Station aboard a Russian
Soyuz spacecraft between 2001 and 2009.
Later that year, due to the growing crew size on the International Space
Station, Russia ended orbital space tourism.
However, Russian orbital tourism resumed with the launch of the Soyuz
MS-20 in 2021.

MicroAge Experiment
A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket will launch an experiment called "MicroAge" to the
International Space Station from the Kennedy Space Center in Florida.
Highlights:
People will live longer and healthier lives as a result of the MicroAge
Experiment.
Human cells will be launched into space as part of this project.
The experiment will aid in the comprehension of what happens to human
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cells and why.
The experiment will be sent into space from Florida's Kennedy Space
Center.
MicroAge Experiment
Human cells have been placed in miniature three-dimensional containers.
Once these cells reach space, they will be electrically activated.
Electrical stimulation will aid in the induction of muscular contractions.
Scientists will be able to examine the cells more closely as a result of this
work.
Researchers from the University of Liverpool will examine these cells. The
UK Space Agency will support the research.
The experiment will be funded with 1.2 million from the UK Space Agency.
The MicroAge App will provide regular updates and details about the
experiment.
It has long been recognized that astronauts in orbit lose muscle mass
quickly. As a result, people have wondered if this is a sign of accelerated
aging.

Noises Captured Near Jupiters Moon Ganymede Released By NASA
Noises captured near Jupiter's Moon Ganymede by the Juno Mission were Released
By NASA.
Highlights:
Juno returned data from its flyby across the Solar System's largest moon.
Data derived from noises recorded on the moon's surface provides a thrilling
journey inside Ganymede's domain.
Juno's wave instrument selected a 50-second audio track, which NASA
shared.
The wave instrument listens for electric and magnetic radio waves produced
in Jupiter's magnetosphere.
For the audio track, scientists adjusted the collected frequencies into the
audio range.
Juno came near 1,038 kilometers of Ganymede's surface on its closest
approach. It was traveling at a speed of 67,000 kilometers per hour.
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Ganymede is a Jupiter satellite (moon). It is the Solar System's largest and
most massive moon, as well as the ninth-largest object. Ganymede takes
about seven days to orbit Jupiter.
Juno is a NASA spacecraft that orbits Jupiter. Lockheed Martin designed
and built it.
NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory is in charge of the spacecraft. It was
launched as part of the New Frontiers program from Cape Canaveral Air
Force Station in August 2011.

KUFOS Partner In NASA-ISRO Research Program
The Kerala University of Fisheries and Ocean Studies (KUFOS) has participated in
a NASA-ISRO collaborative research project.
Highlights:
KUFOS will participate in ISRO's Space Application Centre's research
program.
NASA and ISRO have worked on a space-based synthetic aperture radar
together (NISAR). It is scheduled to debut in January 2023.
NISAR will give high-resolution data for broad areas and the ability to
observe earth resources systematically.
It will also supply eco-systems applications with time-series data.
NISAR mission
NASA and ISRO are working together on NISAR. Both organizations
collaborate to co-develop and launch a dual frequency synthetic aperture
radar on a spacecraft for Earth observation.
NISAR will be launched in 2023 and will be the first dual-frequency radar
imaging satellite.
The NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar will use sophisticated radar
imagery to map the height of Earth's land and ice masses.
Mapping will take place four to six times per month, with resolutions
ranging from five to ten meters.
NASA will provide:
L-band synthetic aperture radar (SAR).
A solid-state recorder.
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A high-rate telecommunication subsystem for scientific data GPS receivers.
A payload data subsystem under the NASA-ISRO agreement.
ISRO, on the other side, will supply an S-band synthetic aperture radar, as
well as a satellite bus, launch vehicle, and launch services.
On 29 January 2023, a GSLV Mk II will launch the NISAR satellite from
India. It will be a Sun-synchronous orbit.
The mission is expected to last three years.

Dinosaur Embryo Unearthed In China
In Ganzhou, China, a 66-million-year-old dinosaur embryo was unearthed.
Highlights:
The embryo has been called Baby Yingliang and is thought to be a toothless
theropod dinosaur or oviraptorosaur.
Researchers now have a better understanding of the link between dinosaurs
and modern birds thanks to the discovery of embryos.
The embryo was in a coiled position known as "tucking" according to the
fossil. Birds exhibit this behavior shortly before they hatch. Tucking
behavior in current birds has developed from their dinosaur predecessors,
according to the findings.
From head to tail, Baby Yingliang is 27cm long. At the Yingliang Stone
Nature History Museum in China, it is resting inside a 6.7-inch-long egg.
In the year 2000, this egg was discovered and placed in storage for ten years.

Apretude Approved By FDA To Prevent HIV
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved the world's first injectable
drug for lowering the risk of contracting HIV on 20 December.
Highlights:
Apretude is a medication that can be injected. "Cabogegravir extendedrelease injectable suspension" is its generic name.
The medicine is an alternative to daily HIV prophylaxis pills such as
Truvada and Descovy. According to the Centers for Disease Control and
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Prevention (CDC), these pills are up to 99 percent effective in preventing
HIV transmission through sexual contact. It must, however, be taken daily to
be effective.
However, to begin Apretude, clients are given two doses one month apart.
They will be given an injection every two months after that.
This injection will be crucial to combat the HIV epidemic in the United
States.
It will also benefit high-risk individuals and specific groups for whom taking
daily medicine is difficult or impossible.
The list price for Apretude is $3,700 per dose. In the United States, it is
expected to ship to wholesalers and specialty distributors in 2022.
Vocabria
Before commencing the injections, HIV patients will be given an oral
formulation of cabotegravir called Vocabria to take daily for four weeks to
determine how well they handle it.
Before commencing Apretude, patients must be tested for HIV and found to
be negative.
To avoid the possibility of developing drug-resistant HIV, they must also be
verified negative before each injection.

James Webb Space Telescope
NASA is preparing to launch the "James Webb Space Telescope Mission," a muchanticipated next-generation space telescope mission.
Highlights:
It will be launched by the Arianespace Ariane 5 rocket. For decades, JWST
has been in the works. NASA, the Canadian Space Agency (CSA), and the
European Space Agency collaborated on it (ESA).
It will supersede the Hubble Space Telescope as NASA's flagship
astrophysics mission. It will be launched on Ariane mission VA256 on
December 25, 2021.
The Optical Telescope Element, or primary mirror, of the JWST, comprises
18 hexagonal mirror segments. Gold-plated beryllium makes up these parts.
Comparedobserving some of the most distant events and objects in space,
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such as the birth of the first galaxies and precise atmospheric parameters of
possibly habitable exoplanets.
Ariane VA256
It's the 256th mission of the Ariane spacecraft. The James Webb Space
Telescope will be launched into space during this mission.
Ariane 5 is a two-stage heavy-lift rocket with two solid-fuel boosters. The
ECA variant of the rocket will be employed, which has the largest payload
mass capacity.
The vehicle's total launch mass is estimated to be roughly 770,000 kg. The
James Webb Space Telescope is its sole cargo (JWST). This launch is one of
the European Space Agency's contributions.

Artificial sun: Chinas Latest Experiment
For the advancement of its "artificial sun," China conducted a nuclear fusion
experiment.
Highlights:
Hefei Institute of Physical Science launched the Experimental Advanced
Superconducting Tokamak (EAST) heating system in December 2021.
The goal of the EAST heating system experiment was to make the artificial
sun or auxiliary heating system 'hotter and more durable.
A large doughnut-shaped installation known as a Tokamak cost China 6
billion yuan.
Tokamaks boil hydrogen isotopes into a plasma and then fuse them together
to release energy at extremely high temperatures.
If the released energy can be harnessed, it will only require a small amount
of fuel and produce virtually no radioactive waste.
The EAST system, which went live in 2006, simulates the nuclear fusion
process.
In June 2021, this experiment set a new record by reaching a temperature of
160 million degrees Celsius, ten times that of the sun.
EAST
EAST, Experimental Advanced Superconducting Tokamak, based in Hefei,
China, is a superconducting tokamak magnetic fusion energy reactor. Hefei
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Institutes of Physical Science is conducting experiments for the Chinese
Academy of Sciences.
It has been in operation since 2006. The EAST tokamak is the first to use
superconducting toroidal and poloidal magnets. Plasma pulses lasting up to
1000 seconds are the goal of the experiment.
The EAST experiment came after China's first superconducting tokamak, the
HT-7. It was built in the 1990s by the Institute of Plasma Physics in
collaboration with Russia.
The proposal for this project was made in 1996, and it was approved in
1998.
The building was finished in March 2006. In September 2006, the first
plasma was produced.
ITER
China is also a participant in the ITER project. It is the most ambitious
project to date, involving 35 countries.
In France, the project is being developed. Countries are constructing the
world's largest tokamak as part of this project.
The Tokamak is a magnetic fusion device that was created to demonstrate
the viability of fusion as a large-scale, carbon-free energy source.
It works on the same principle as the Sun and the stars.
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ENVIRONMENT
Typhoon Rai
Typhoon Rai struck the Philippines' south-eastern region on 16 December 2021,
bringing torrential rains and flooding and displacing people across a vast area.
Highlights:
The Rai typhoon was the country's 15th significant meteorological
disturbance in 2021.
With sustained gusts of 120 miles per hour, it quickly strengthened into a
super typhoon. Gusts of up to 168 miles per hour were recorded.
In the United States, this category corresponds to a Category 5 hurricane.
Typhoon Rai is known as Typhoon Odette in the Philippines. It is a violent
tropical storm that has made landfall in the Philippines after passing close to
the island of Palau.
In December, it became the first Category 5 super typhoon. It gradually
weakened as it passed across the Visayas and into the Sulu Sea.
The Sulu Sea is a body of water in the Philippines' south-western region.
The Philippines is a Southeast Asian archipelago country.
It can be found in the western Pacific Ocean. It is made up of around 7,640
islands.

Barn Owl Sighting In Bihar
In a surprising sighting on 15 December, forest personnel rescued a barn owl in the
Supaul area of Bihar.
Highlights:
Barn owls are typically found in the United States, the United Kingdom, and
other parts of Europe and are rare in the Indian subcontinent.
Barn Owl
Tyto alba, the scientific name for the Barn Owl, is the world's most widely
spread owl species. Except for the arctic and desert regions, Indonesia, the
Pacific Islands, and Asia north of the Himalayas, the species can be found
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practically wherever.
For the most part, the Barn owl is nocturnal. However, the owl hunts
throughout the day in parts of the United Kingdom and the Pacific Islands.
They specialize in hunting animals on the ground. Small mammals are their
only source of food, which they track down via sound.
They are pale-colored, medium-sized owls with long wings and a short,
squarish tail and wingspan ranging from 80 to 95 cm.
Barn owls can reproduce at any time of the year. However, there is still
some seasonality in nesting.
Egg-laying is most common in areas with distinct wet and dry seasons
during the dry season.
Breeding may be irregular and occur during wet periods in desert locations
like Australia.

Unnatural Death Of Elephants In India
Between 2009 and 2019, 600 elephants died in India due to electrocution,
according to data from the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change.
Highlights:
In total, 116 people died in Karnataka, 117 in Odisha, and 105 in Assam.
The only states with no such deaths are Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura, and
Maharashtra.
In recent years, Karnataka has reported the majority of unnatural elephant
deaths. The number has decreased, but only on an annual basis. However,
electrocution is the cause of death in 5-6 cases of jumbos.
Four jumbos died in Kodagu in June 2021, and two male elephants died in
Bengaluru's Bannerghatta National Park in October 2020 due to
electrocution.
Elephants are killed when they come into contact with private landowners'
electric fence lines.
Government's Projects:
Under the "Project Elephant" scheme, the government has been providing
financial and technical assistance to elephant range states and union
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territories.
Project Elephant was established in 1992 to provide financial and technical
assistance to states' wildlife management efforts to protect wild Asian
elephants.
Ex-gratia relief is also provided under the scheme in the event of human
death or injury, property damage, or crop loss.
It's a Government-Sponsored Program (CSS). The following goals are being
pursued by the scheme:
Elephants, their habitat, and their corridors are being protected.
Man-animal conflict is being addressed.
Elephants in captivity's well-being.
Implementation
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Kerala,
Karnataka, Nagaland, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Tamil Nadu, Orissa, Uttarakhand,
Tripura, West Bengal, and Uttar Pradesh are among the 16 states and union
territories where Project Elephant is being implemented.
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BILLS & ACTS
Election Laws (Amendment) Bill
To Link Adhaar with the Electoral roll, The Election Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2021, will be introduced in Lok Sabha.
Highlights:
When the Election Laws (Amendment) Bill 2021 is approved, electoral
registration officers will ask for the Aadhaar number of persons who want to
register as voters.
To verify your identification, they will want your Aadhaar number. The bill
also proposes allowing electoral registration officers to request Aadhaar
numbers from people already on the electoral record.
This will be done to verify the entries in the electoral roll and to identify the
registration of the same person's name in the electoral roll of more than one
constituency or the registration of the same name in the same constituency
more than once.
No application for inclusion of name in the electoral roll will be denied, and
no entries will be deleted for the inability of individuals in the electoral list
to intimate Aadhaar numbers due to such sufficient cause, says the bill.
Such individuals will be permitted to provide any other alternative
documentation that may be required.
Amendable Laws
The bill will amend several provisions of the Representation of the People
Act, 1950 and 1951.
The 1950 Act will be changed to enable the linkage of electoral roll data
with the Aadhaar ecosystem. This modification will mitigate the threat of
multiple enrolments of the same person in different areas.
Section 14 of the 1950 Act will be revised to include four "qualifying" dates
for those entitled to vote.
Sections 20 and 60 of the 1950 Act and Section 60 of the 1951 Act would
make elections gender-neutral for service voters. The word "wife" will be
replaced by "spouse" in the amendment.
However, an Army man's wife was eligible to register as a service voter
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under existing electoral legislation, but a woman Army officer's husband
was not.

Anti-Doping Bill Introduced By Sports Minister
On December 17, 2021, Anurag Thakur, the Sports Minister, introduced the "AntiDoping Bill" in the Lok Sabha.
Highlights:
The law aims to establish a legal basis for the National Anti-Doping
Agency's operations (NADA).
The bill gives NADA the authority to conduct raids and boost drug-abuse
prevention initiatives in Indian communities.
It will also establish a legal framework for the National Dope Testing
Laboratory (NDTL) and other dope testing facilities to operate under.
It also calls for establishing a National Board for Anti-Doping in Sports to
boost anti-doping efforts in sports.
Previously, NADA had no jurisdiction to execute raids, and NADA's antidoping appeal panel agreed.
Many former athletes, national sports federations presidents, and experts
have advocated for anti-doping legislation to strengthen the WADA AntiDoping Code's existing provisions.
The NDTL has been suspended by the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) for failing to meet technical requirements.
The NADA will be organized as a corporation with the same name. Its
headquarters will remain in New Delhi. It will be led by a Director-General
selected by the federal government.
NADA Powers
The law aims to give NADA powers of investigation, inspection, sample
collection, sharing, and free flow of information and the ability to impose
punishment for anti-doping rule violations and establish disciplinary
procedures.
Clause 19 of the bill grants NADA the authority to conduct "enter, search,
and seizure" by any person authorized by it to ascertain whether any antidoping rule violations have occurred.
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However, the procedure to be used must comply with the provisions of the
1973 Code of Criminal Procedure.

Karnataka: Protection Of Right To Freedom Of Religion Bill, 2021
The "Karnataka Protection of Right to Freedom of Religion Bill, 2021" was passed
by the Assembly on December 23, 2021. The bill is commonly referred to as the
anti-conversion bill.
Highlights:
The bill has been labeled "anti-people," "inhumane," "unconstitutional,"
"anti-poor," and "draconian" by those who oppose it. A voice vote was used
to pass the bill.
According to J C Madhuswamy, Minister of Law and Parliamentary Affairs,
the bill was initiated in 2016 by the Karnataka Law Commission on the
advice of the Congress government.
The Law Commission prepared a draught bill under the direction of the
Social Welfare Department.
A person who wishes to convert to another faith must submit a declaration in
a prescribed format to the District Magistrate or the Additional District
Magistrate, who will be specially authorized by the District Magistrate, at
least 30 days in advance.
Protection Of Right To Freedom Of Religion Bill, 2021:
This bill protects people's right to freedom of religion and makes it illegal to
convert from one religion to another through force, deception, coercion,
undue influence, allurement, or any other fraudulent means.
It carries a sentence of three to five years in prison and a fine of Rs 25,000.
Offenders who violate the provisions relating to minors, SC/STs and women
will be sentenced to three to ten years in prison and fined not less than Rs
50,000.
According to the bill, those who were forced to convert will be entitled to
compensation of up to Rs five lakh.
There is a provision for 3-10 years in prison and a fine of up to Rs one lakh
in cases of mass conversion.
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It also instructs the family court to declare such marriages null and void if
they occurred solely for the purpose of unlawful conversion of a man of one
religion to a woman of another religion, either before or after marriage or by
the man converting himself before or after marriage.
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DEFENCE
New-Gen Nuclear-Capable Ballistic Missile 'Agni P' Test Fired By India
A new generation Nuclear-Capable Ballistic Missile called Agni P was test-fired by
DRDO on 18 December.
Highlights:
Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam's island off the coast of Odisha was the launch site for
Agni P.
Several telemetries, electro-optical stations, radar, and downrange ships
positioned along the eastern coast followed and monitored the missile's
trajectory and parameters.
Agni P followed a textbook trajectory and met the mission's goals with great
precision.
Agni P is a two-stage solid-propellant ballistic missile with a redundant
navigation and guidance system.
It is the successor to the Agni-I and Agni-II missiles, created by the Defence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).
It is the sixth ballistic missile in the Agni (missile) series. The missile can be
kept in a canister or delivered by train.
Agni-P First Test
On 28 June 2021, the DRDO successfully test-launched the first Agni-P
from Abdul Kalam Island.
The missile carried two re-entry vehicles that could be separately targeted
(MIRV).
It's a three-stage solid-fuel missile with a maneuverable re-entry vehicle
(MaRV).
Agni - P Second Test
On 18 December 2021, a successful test was conducted off the coast of
Odisha in Balasore.
It's a two-stage Agni-P missile with all-new propulsion technologies. It is the
tiniest and lightest missile in the Agni ballistic missile family.

Mormugao First Sea Trial By Indian Navy
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The first sea trials for the Indian Navy's indigenously built stealth destroyer
Mormugao were held in the Arabian Sea on 19 December.
Highlights:
The P-15B project was used to build the warship's first sea voyage.
Its emergence marks the 60th anniversary of Goa's independence from
Portuguese domination.
Mormugao is the second indigenous stealth destroyer in the Project P-15B
program.
It is expected to be completed by the middle of 2022.
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd is building the stealth destroyer Mormugao
(MDSL).
The first ship built under Project P-15B was the INS Visakhapatnam. On 21
November 2021, the ship was commissioned into the Indian Navy in
Mumbai.
India's indigenous destroyer program began in the late 1990s with three
Delhi class (P-15 class) vessels. Three destroyers of the Kolkata class
(P-15A) followed it.
Project-15B
A total of four warships are planned as part of this project: Visakhapatnam,
Mormugao, Imphal, and Surat.
M/s Mazagaon Dock Shipbuilders Limited in Mumbai is building these
guided-missile destroyers.
In 2011, a contract for these ships was inked. These vessels are among the
world's most technologically advanced guided-missile destroyers.
It includes features like a cutting-edge weapon or sensor package, a high
level of automation, and superior stealth capabilities.
Long-range Surface-to-Air Missiles (SAM) and BrahMos supersonic cruise
missiles are installed on P-15B ships.
It also has medium-range SAMs, anti-submarine indigenous rocket
launchers, indigenous torpedo tube launchers, and a 76-mm super fast gun
mount, among other indigenous weaponry systems.
Projects' 4 Ships:
Visakhapatnam - launched in November 2021

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 20 - December 26, 2021)

Mormugao - launched in 2016
Imphal - launched in 2019
Surat: set to launch in 2022

The Controlled Aerial Delivery System Was Demonstrated By DRDO
The controlled Aerial Delivery System was Demonstrated on December 19, 2021,
By Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).
Highlights:
The Aerial Delivery Research and Development Establishment performed a
flight demonstration of the Controlled Aerial Delivery System (ADRDE).
The system had a capacity of 500 kg (CADS-500).
The flight demonstration was part of a series of events held to commemorate
the 'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.'
From a height of 5000 meters, the system's performance was proven at
Malpura's Drop Zone.
This system was dumped from an AN32 plane. It was then guided to a
predetermined landing site in autonomous mode.
Eleven Indian Army and Indian Air Force paratroopers pursued the system
in the air and landed at the same time.
The "Aerial Delivery Research and Development Establishment (ADRDE)"
is the name given to ADRDE.
It is an Indian DRDO laboratory located in Agra, Uttar Pradesh. ADRDE's
research includes the creation of heavy-lifting devices, towed targets,
braking parachutes, aerostats, and aircraft arrester barriers.
CADS 500
The CADS-500 is designed to deliver payloads of up to 500 kg to a
predefined place with pinpoint accuracy.
It conducts such tasks by utilizing the maneuverable characteristics of the
Ram Air Parachute (RAP).
During its flight, it also uses the Global Positioning System to obtain
coordinates and altitude and direction sensors to obtain heading information.

Indigenous Armoured Engineer Reconnaissance Vehicle
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The first batch of indigenous Armoured Engineer Reconnaissance vehicles was
integrated into the Indian Army on 21 December.
Highlights:
At an occasion in Pune, these next-generation vehicles were admitted into
the Army's Corps of Engineers.
Defense Research and Development Organisation designed the indigenous
Armoured Engineer Reconnaissance vehicle (DRDO).
Ordnance Factory Medak collaborated with Bharat Electronics Limited,
Pune, to produce it.
The Indian Army has placed an order for 53 AERVs.
Individual engineering formations will be deployed with these vehicles,
primarily on the Western front.
Significance
The vehicle can conduct reconnaissance of water impediments and marshy
patches in order to carry out engineering operations.
It can also conduct reconnaissance and offer real-time updates to force
commanders. It will contribute to the Indian Army's existing "engineer
reconnaissance capabilities."
In any future conflict, vehicles would be a game-changer in supporting
mechanized operations.
AERV
The AERV was created by adapting the BMP-II amphibious infantry
fighting vehicle.
The vehicle was created to satisfy the tactical and combat needs of military
engineers conducting terrestrial and underwater surveys in challenging
terrains.

Pralay Flight-Tested
The first successful test flight of the Pralay short-range surface-to-surface missile
took place on 22 December.
Highlights:
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Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam Island off the coast of Odisha was used to test the
Pralay ballistic missile.
The missile followed the desired quasi-ballistic trajectory and landed with
pinpoint accuracy on the designated target. As a result, the control, guidance,
and mission algorithms were validated.
Pralay is a surface-to-surface, short-range ballistic missile with a canister
(SRBM). It was created by the Defence Research and Development
Organization (DRDO) for use on the battlefield.
This missile combines technologies developed for the Prithvi Defence
Vehicle (PDV) exoatmospheric interceptor missile and the Prahaar tactical
missile.
Pralay development was approved in March 2015 with a budget of Rs
332.88 crore.
Around 2015, the Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) began working on this project. Pralay was the name given to the
missile later on.
Features
Pralay can hit the target with an accuracy of about 10 meters or less at a
range of 150 to 500 kilometers.
It can be started with the help of a mobile launcher.
It is equipped with a guidance system that includes cutting-edge navigation
mechanisms and integrated avionics.
It's a solid-fuel missile with a quasi-ballistic flight path.
For defeating anti-ballistic missile (ABM) interceptors, the missile can
perform mid-air maneuvers using a maneuverable reentry vehicle (MaRV).
It can carry high explosive preformed fragmentation warheads weighing 350
kg to 700 kg, as well as Runway Denial Penetration Submunition (RDPS)
and Penetration-Cum-Blast (PCB).
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PERSONS
BrahMos Aerospace CEO & MD: Atul Dinkar Rane
Atul Dinkar Rane has been appointed as the BrahMos Aerospace CEO and MD.
Highlights:
The BrahMos Aerospace Limited, which manufactures the BrahMos
supersonic cruise missile, has named Atul Dinkar Rane as its new Chief
Executive Officer and Managing Director.
His innovative contributions and techno-managerial leadership were
important in the successful development and deployment of the BrahMos
Supersonic Cruise Missile by the Indian Armed Forces.
Rane is well-known for his decades of contributions to indigenous design
and development of mission-critical Onboard Computers (OBC), hardware
in loop simulation studies, systems analysis, mission software development,
and avionics technologies for defense applications. His innovative
contributions and techno-managerial leadership were important in the
successful development and deployment of the BrahMos Supersonic Cruise
Missile by the Indian Armed Forces.
A. Sivathanu Pillai is the founder of BrahMos Aerospace Limited. The
company was founded on February 12, 1998, and its headquarters are in
New Delhi.

Indias New Envoy To China: Pradeep Kumar Rawat
Pradeep Kumar Rawat, a senior Indian diplomat with experience dealing with
Chinese diplomats, has been named India's next Ambassador to China.
Highlights:
The appointment of Rawat comes in the midst of a prolonged border
standoff in eastern Ladakh. Rawat is the country's representative to the
Netherlands at the moment.
Rawat, a 1990 batch Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer, is currently the
country's envoy to the Netherlands.
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When the Doklam border standoff occurred in 2017, he was the MEA's joint
secretary (East Asia).
Before moving to Indonesia as an ambassador, he was part of the early
stages of the negotiations.
From September 2017 to December 2020, Rawat was India's envoy to
Indonesia and Timor-Leste.
He has already served in Hong Kong and Beijing and speaks Mandarin
fluently.

Harjinder Singh: Indias Chef de Mission
Harjinder Singh has been selected India's Chef de Mission for the 2008 Olympic
Games in Beijing.
Highlights:
The Indian Olympic Association of India (IOA) has named Harjinder Singh,
the general secretary of the Ice Hockey Association of India, as the country's
Chef de Mission for the upcoming 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing.
Singh also served as the Indian contingent's Chef de Mission for the 23rd
Winter Olympic Games, which were held in Pyeongchang, South Korea, in
2018.
Harjinder Singh is the general secretary of the Indian Ice Hockey
Association.
He has also led the Indian delegation to the 2018 Winter Olympics in
Pyeongchang, South Korea, where India sent two athletes: cross-country
skier Jagdish Singh and six-time Olympian luger Shiva Keshavan.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
BBC Sports Personality of the Year 2021: Emma Raducanu
Emma Raducanu, a tennis player, has been named the BBC Sports Personality of
the Year for 2021.
Highlights:
At a ceremony in Salford, she beat out Tom Daley (diver) and Adam Peaty
(swimmer) for second and third place, respectively.
Meanwhile, England's men's football team was named team of the year, and
Gareth Southgate was named coach, as a triumphant period for British sport
across the board was commemorated.
At his fourth Olympics in Tokyo, Tom Daley won gold for the first time.
2021 BBC Sports Personality of the Year Award
The BBC Sports Personality of the Year 2021 was held at the dock10 studios
in Salford on December 19, 2021.
BBC One broadcasted the event live. The award's nominees were announced
on December 13, 2021.
Categories
Winners
Helen Rollason Award
Jen Beattie
Coach of the Year
Gareth Southgate
Team of the Year
England men's football team
World Sport Star
Rachael Blackmore
Lifetime Achievement
Simone Biles
Unsung Hero
Sam Barlow
Young Sports Personality of the Year
Sky Brown

Golden Peacock Environment Management Award 2021: SAIL
For the third year in a row, the Steel Authority of India Ltd. (SAIL), which is part
of the Ministry of Steel, has been granted the coveted Golden Peacock Environment
Management Award 2021.
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Highlights:
Since 1998, the Environment Foundation (WEF) has granted the award to
organizations for notable achievements in environmental management.
The company's environmental protection efforts are focused on upgrading
pollution control facilities, water conservation efforts with the goal of
achieving Zero Liquid Discharge, efficient handling of various solid wastes
(viz. process waste, hazardous waste, canteen/township waste), carbon
sequestration through afforestation, eco-restoration of the mined-out area,
and other environmental measures.
The company's corporate policies and practices have made carbon footprint
reduction a priority.
Deployment of cutting-edge environmentally friendly technologies, R&D
projects in collaboration with reputable academic institutes for resource
efficiency, large plantation drives to create carbon sinks, gradual shift to
LED lighting, increasing the share of renewable energy, and so on.
SAIL Founded on 19 January 1954, headquartered in New Delhi. SAIL CEO
is Soma Mondal.

UN Womens Award For Leadership Commitment 2021 Won By Divya Hegde
UN Women's Award For Leadership Commitment 2021 Won By, Climate Activist,
Divya Hegde
Highlights:
At the 2021 Regional Asia-Pacific Women's Empowerment Principles
Awards Ceremony, Divya Hegde, an Indian Climate Action Entrepreneur
from Udupi, Karnataka, received the UN Women's Award for Leadership
Commitment.
2021 Regional Asia-Pacific Women's Empowerment Principles Awards
ceremony happened on November 18th, 2021
Her organization, Baeru Environmental Services, has been recognized for its
ongoing efforts in increasing gender equality through climate change
measures.
The Youth Leadership was won by Pallavi Sherring
Gender-inclusive Workplace award was won by Natwaste Group
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Gender-Responsive Marketplace award was won by Dharma Life
Community Engagement & Partnerships award was bagged by The Very
Group
Transparency & Reporting award won by Biocon Ltd India
SME Champions award won by Namita Vikas
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SPORTS
K. Srikanth Bags Silver In BWF
Shuttler Kidambi Srikanth won the Sliver Medal In BWF World Championships for
the first time.
Highlights:
He was defeated in the final by Singapore's Loh Kean Yew 21-15, 22-20.
This was the first time a Singaporean man won gold in the BWF World
Championships.
Kidambi Srikanth is a badminton player from India who trains at
Hyderabad's Gopichand Badminton Academy. In April 2018, he was named
number one globally by the BWF.
In 2018, he was awarded the Padma Shri, India's fourth-highest civilian
award, and the Arjuna award in 2015.
He made history by becoming the first Indian to reach the final of the BWF
World Championships in Men's Singles in 2021 and win a silver medal.
BWF World Championships 2021
For sponsorship purposes, the 2021 BWF World Championships are
officially known as "TotalEnergies BWF World Championships 2021."
The badminton tournament was held in Huelva, Spain, from 12 December to
19, 2021. Huelva was chosen to host this event in November 2018, when 18
major badminton tournaments from 2019 to 2025 were announced.
TotalEnergies SE is a 1924-founded French multinational integrated oil and
gas firm.

PV Sindhu: Member Of BWF Athletes Commission
PV Sindhu is one of six new members of the BWF Athletes Commission, which
will she serve until 2025.
Highlights:
PV Sindhu, a former world champion, has been named to the Badminton
World Federation's (BWF) Athletes' Commission, along with five other
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athletes.
The six members will vote for the Chair and Deputy Chair.
Following the screening procedure required of all Council members, the
Chair of the BWF Athletes' Commission will be elected to the Council until
the next elections in 2025.
Members of the BWF Athletes' Commission include Iris Wang (USA),
Robin Tabeling (NED), Greysia Polii (INA), Kim Soyeong (KOR), Pusarla
V Sindhu (IND), and Zheng Si Wei (CHN).
Sindhu, who earned a silver medal at the 2016 Rio Olympics, made history
by winning a bronze medal at the Tokyo Olympics earlier this year.
Sindhu earned two silver medals, two bronze medals, and the coveted gold
medal at the prestigious global championships in 2019.

Loh Kean Yew won Mens singles In BWF World Championship 2021
Loh Kean Yew Bagged the gold medal in BWF World Championship 2021
Highlights:
The 2021 Badminton World Federation (BWF) World Championships
(formally known as the TotalEnergies BWF World Championships 2021)
was an annual competition held in Huelva, Spain.
The competition happened from December 12th to December 19th.
The BWF World Championship 2021 saw Loh Kean Yew of Singapore win
the Men's Singles title and Akane Yamaguchi of Japan win the Women's
Singles championship.
Winners of BWF World Championship 2021:Category Winner Runner
Men's
Loh KeanSrikanth
Singles
Yew
Kidambi
(Singapore)(India)
Women's Akane
Tai
Tzu
Singles
Yamaguchi Ying
(Japan)
(Chinese
Taipei)
Men's
Takuro
He Jiting &
Doubles Hoki
&Tan Qiang
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Women's
Doubles

Mixed
Doubles

Yugo
(China)
Kobayashi
(Japan)
Chen
Lee So-hee
Qingchen & Shin Seu
& Jia Yifanng-Chan
(China)
(South
Korea)
Dechapol PYuta
uavaranukr Watanabe
oh
&&
Arisa
Sapsiree TaHigashino
erattanacha (Japan)
i
(Thailand)

First Indian Girl To Win Jr. Squash Open In US, Anahat Singh
Anahat Singh becomes the first Indian girl to become the winner of the Jr. Squash
Open In the US.
Highlights
Anahat Singh, an Indian teen, has made history by winning the prestigious
Junior US Open Squash tournament in Philadelphia in the U-15 girls'
category.
In the final match, the 13-year-old Delhi girl defeated Egypt's Jayda Marei
11-9, 11-5, 8-11, 11-5 at the Arlen Spectre Centre.
Over 850 junior squash players from 41 countries competed in the world's
largest junior individual squash tournament.
The teen sensation has won two European superseries titles, demonstrating
her talent not only in the United States but also in Europe and Asia (the
European Junior Squash Open and the DPD Dutch Junior Open in 2019).
She won the Scottish Junior Open in December 2019 and advanced to the
finals of the British Junior Open to win silver.
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In 2018, she also won a bronze medal at the Asian Juniors and a silver medal
at the Malaysian Junior Open.
Anahat was Asia's No. 1 player in the girl's Under-11 category for two years
before moving up to the Under-13 division.
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OBITUARY
R L Jalappa passes away
Former Union Minister R L Jalappa passed away at 96 on 17 December.
Highlights:
RL Jalapa, a former Union Minister of Textiles and a veteran leader of the
Indian National Congress (INC), has died.
Devaraj Urs Medical College in Kolar and RL Jalappa Institute of
Technology in Doddaballapur were founded and chaired by RL Jalapa.
He left the Congress in 1979 to form the Karnataka Kranti Ranga with
former Chief Minister D Devaraj Urs, then he rejoined the party in 1998.
He has 4 daughters and 3 sons
He was born on 19 October 1925.

Former Supreme Court Judge Nanavati Passed Away
Former Supreme Court Judge Justice GT Nanavati, who oversaw the 2002 Godhra
riots, has Passed Away.
Highlights:
Justice Girish Thakorlal Nanavati, a former Supreme Court judge who
oversaw two inquiry panels into the 2002 Godhra Riots and the 1984 AntiSikh Riots, has died.
Justice Girish Thakorlal Nanavati died at the age of 86.
In March 1995, he was elevated to the Supreme Court of India as a Judge,
and he retired as an SC Judge in February 2000.
According to family relatives, the former Supreme Court judge died of heart
failure at 1:15 p.m. on December 18 in Gujarat.
Nanavati, who was born on February 17, 1935, was admitted to the Bombay
High Court as an advocate on February 11, 1958.
On July 19, 1979, he was appointed as a permanent judge of the Gujarat
High Court, and on December 14, 1993, he was transferred to the Orissa
High Court.
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With effect from January 31, 1994, Nanavati was appointed Chief Justice of
the Orissa High Court.
From September 28, 1994, he served as Chief Justice of the Karnataka High
Court. Nanavati was nominated to the Supreme Court on March 6, 1995, and
served until her retirement on February 16, 2000.

Architect Richard Rogers Passes Away
Richard Rogers, the Pritzker Prize-winning architect, has passed away on 18
December.
Highlights:
Richard Rogers, a Pritzker Prize-winning British-Italian architect, died at his
home in London, United Kingdom.
In 2007, he was awarded the Pritzker Prize, also known as the Nobel Prize
for Architecture. He was knighted by Queen Elizabeth II in 1991 after
receiving the Knight Bachelor.
He designed the new World Trade Center (3 World Trade Center) in New
York City, the Centre Pompidou in Paris, and the Millennium Dome in
London, all of which are located in the United States.
When he won the Pritzker Prize for Architecture in 2007, the jury praised his
"unique interpretation of the modern movement's fascination with the
building as machine"
It was also said that he "revolutionised museums, transforming what had
once been elite monuments into popular places of social and cultural
exchange, woven into the heart of the city."
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
LogiXtics Hackathon Launched By DPIIT For Logistics
The Unified Logistics Interface Platform's (ULIP) Hackathon, dubbed 'LogiXtics,'
was established by the Department of Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT).
Highlights:
This was launched to crowdsource more ideas for the logistics industry.
LogiXtics welcomes everyone to demonstrate their strategic, coding, and
domain talents on a national-level platform under the ULIP umbrella to
solve the current difficulties in the logistics business.
The hackathon is critical to realizing the ULIP platform's vision.
In January 2021, NITI Aayog created NICDC, National Industrial Corridor
Development Corporation, to help improve ULIP by leveraging the
Logistics Data Bank Project.
ULIP:
ULIP was created to increase efficiency and lower logistics costs across
India.
This goal will be achieved by establishing a transparent platform that will
deliver real-time information to all stakeholders and eliminate information
asymmetry.
NITI Aayog and the Atal Innovation Mission host the ULIP Hackathon
LogiXtics.
NICDC Logistics Data Bank Services Limited (NLDSL) and the National
Industrial Corridor Development Corporation are also on board (NICDC).
ULIP was created as a technology platform for the logistics industry.
Objectives:
ULIP is a technology platform developed to give all stakeholders real-time
information.
It will bring multimodal transportation visibility across the existing systems
of multiple Ministries or Departments currently working in silos.
ULIP will alter logistics by cutting logistics costs and increasing India's
international competitiveness.
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ULIP is in keeping with PM GatiShakti's goal of breaking down separate
silos, promoting integration across several Ministries or Departments, and
promoting a single window.

WEF Meeting Deferred Over Omicron
Because of the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the Omicron strain of coronavirus,
the World Economic Forum (WEF) has chosen to postpone its annual gathering in
Davos.
Highlights:
The high-powered gathering was set to take place from January 17 to 21,
2022.
It brings together influential people from business, politics, and diplomacy.
Instead, the meeting will be conducted in the summer.
The summit in 2021 has also been canceled owing to the covid-19 epidemic.
World Economic Forum
The World Economic Forum (WEF) will host online "State of the World"
discussions with world leaders.
The World Economic Forum (WEF) is a non-governmental and lobbying
organization based in Davos, Switzerland. Its headquarters are in the Swiss
town of Cologny.
On January 24, 1971, Klaus Schwab formed the World Economic Forum
(WEF). The foundation is primarily supported by its 1,000 corporate
members as well as government grants.
Every year, the World Economic Forum meets in Davos at the end of
January. '
Around 3,000 paying members and invited guests, including business
leaders, investors, political leaders, economists, journalists, and celebrities,
attend the meeting. On global topics, discussions last up to five days and
span 500 sessions.
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SCHEMES
Free Smartphone Yojana Launched In UP
Uttar Pradesh Government is launching Free Smartphone Yojana Scheme on 25
December.
Highlights:
On December 25, the birth anniversary of senior BJP leader and former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the Yogi Adityanath government in
Uttar Pradesh plans to start the ambitious "Free Smartphone Yojana."
The state government will offer cellphones and tablets to students in their
last year of high school and higher as part of the program.
The chief minister will hand away 60,000 smartphones and 40,000 tablets to
the youths on December 25.
On the Digi Shakti Portal, more than 38 lakh young people have registered.
There is still time to register.
The candidate must be a student and a resident of Uttar Pradesh.
Students in their last year of MA, BA, BSc, ITI, MBBS, MD, BTech, and
MTech, among other programs, will be given priority.
Students with a grade point average of 60% or higher are eligible to apply.
The family's annual income should not be more than Rs. 2 lakh.
Documents needed
College Id Certificate
Aadhaar Card
Residence Proof
Marks sheet
Contact details
Caste certificate (if needed)
Recent Passport Size photo

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 20 - December 26, 2021)

IMPORTANT DAYS
Goa Liberation Day On 19 December
Goa Liberation day is commemorated on 19 December every year.
Highlights:
On 19 December, Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid a visit to Goa to join
the Goa Liberation Day celebrations.
Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Stadium in Goa hosted the events.
The prime minister congratulated the liberation warriors and veterans of
'Operation Vijay.'
Every year on 19 December, Goa Liberation Day is commemorated. This
day commemorates the success of the Indian Armed Forces' 'Operation
Vijay,' which liberated Goa from Portuguese domination.
The day is observed to commemorate the annexation of Portuguese-ruled
Goa by Indian soldiers. India was finally free of European domination on
this day.
In Goa, the Prime Minister also laid the foundation for the India
International University of Legal Education and the Bar Council of India
Research Trust.
Development Projects Inaugurated By PM
Renovated Fort Aguada Jail Museum
Super Speciality Block at Goa Medical College
New South Goa District Hospital
Aviation Skill Development Center at Mopa Airport
Gas-insulated Substation at Dabolim-Navelim, Margao.

International Human Solidarity Day Is On 20 December
Every year on 20 December, the world commemorates International Human
Solidarity Day to celebrate unity in variety and promote awareness about the value
of solidarity.
Highlights:
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According to the United Nations Millennium Declaration, Solidarity is one
of the core concepts necessary to international interactions.
The International Human Solidarity Day is to,
to celebrate our diversity
to remind governments to honor their international commitments
to raise public awareness of the importance of solidarity
to encourage debate on how to promote solidarity for the achievement
of the Sustainable Development Goals, including poverty eradication
of action to encourage new poverty eradication initiatives.
Solidarity is a psychological sense of togetherness and relationships
in a society that binds people together as one.
History
By resolution 60/209, adopted on 22 December 2005, the United Nations
General Assembly identified solidarity as one of the fundamental and
universal values that should underpin relations between peoples in the
twenty-first century and declared 20 December as International Human
Solidarity Day.

National Minorities Rights Day
Every year on 18 December, India commemorates Minorities Rights Day.
Highlights
This day is commemorated to promote the right to freedom and equal
opportunity for ethnic minorities in India and raise awareness about
minorities' respect and dignity.
Since British rule, India has encountered numerous challenges in
fundamental human rights.
These rights, however, were protected after independence, and people must
be made aware of them.
As a result, every year on 18 December, we commemorate Minorities Rights
Day.
Minority Rights Day 2021 aims to promote all minority groups in society
and encourage them to express themselves. Because of the COVID-19
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pandemic, all workshops, seminars, and discussions will most likely be held
online.
History:
The United Nations designated 18 December as Minorities Rights Day in
1992.
Individuals belonging to religious or linguistic national or ethnic minorities
had their rights recognized by the United Nations.
The National Commission for Minorities (NCM) in India is organizing the
events on this day.
The National Commission for Minorities (NCM) was founded by the Union
Government in 1992 under the National Commission for Minorities Act.

International Migrants Day 2021 Is On 18 December
Every year on 18 December, International Migrants Day is commemorated
worldwide.
Highlights:
The United Nations, through the UN-affiliated International Organization for
Migration, commemorates the day (IOM).
The day is commemorated to honor the contributions of the world's 272
million migrants, including more than 41 million internally displaced people,
and the problems they encounter.
Harnessing the possibilities of human mobility is the theme of International
Migrants Day 2021.
The General Assembly adopted a resolution on the International Convention
on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of
Their Families on 18 December 1990, to recognize the contributions made
by millions of migrants to the economies of their host and home countries,
as well as to promote respect for their fundamental human rights.
The inaugural commemoration of the day took place in 1990.
In addition, Filipino and other Asian migrant organizations began
commemorating and promoting 18 December as International Day of
Solidarity with Migrants in 1997.
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World Arabic Language Day Is On 18 December
Every year on 18 December, the world celebrates World Arabic Language Day.
Highlights:
One of the pillars of humanity's cultural variety is the Arabic language.
It is one of the most frequently spoken languages globally, with over 400
million people speaking it daily.
This day aims to enhance awareness of the language's history, culture, and
growth by putting together a particular schedule of activities and events.
The theme of this year's World Arabic Language Day is "The Arabic
Language and Civilizational Communication,".
It is viewed as a call to underline the Arabic language's critical role in
bridging cultural, scientific, literary, and other gaps between people.
The United Nations has decided to commemorate the Arabic language on 18
December, the anniversary of General Assembly Resolution 3190 (XXVIII)
of 18 December 1973, which called for the Arabic language to be included
among the UN's official and working languages.

Good Governance Week
On December 20-25, the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public
Grievances (DARPG) will commemorate 'Good Governance Week 2021.'
Highlights:
The Ministry of External Affairs and the Ministry of Panchayati Raj and
Rural Development are working together to organize the Good Governance
Week as part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.
On this occasion, the Good Governance Week Portal will be unveiled, as
well as a brochure detailing DARPG's two-year successes and the screening
of the film "Prashasan Gaon Ki Aur."
The theme of this year's Good Governance Week is "Prashasan Gaon Ki
Aur."
Week of Good Governance
During the Good Governance Week celebrations, a nationwide effort to
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address public grievances and enhance service delivery will be held in all
Indian districts, states, and union territories.
The initiative will involve more than 700 District Collectors. They would
pay a visit to the Tehsil or Panchayat Samiti headquarters in order to provide
prompt grievance redress and improve service delivery.
The Good Governance Week is being held with the goal of translating Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's vision for Next Generation Administrative
Reforms in all districts and tehsils across the country during the Amrit Kaal
period.
Good Governance Week Events
A portal called "www.pgportal.gov.in/ggw" will be used to track the
progress of the Good Governance Week.
Every District Collector will showcase one successful good governance
practice from their own district, as well as one successfully redressed Public
Grievance case on this portal, during the event.
December 21- Deliberation on Good Governance Initiatives by Ministry of
External Affairs.
December 22 Deliberations on National Workshop on Next Phase of
Reforms to reduce compliance burden and Integrated & effective
Governance practices by DPIIT.
December 23 A workshop by the Department of Personnel & Training on
the theme Mission Karmayogi-The Path Ahead
December 24 Workshop by Department of Administrative Reforms & Public
Grievances on the theme- Initiative for Increasing efficiency in Decision
Making in Central Secretariat.
December 25 Good Governance Day would be celebrated.

National Mathematics Day Is On 22 December
Since 2012, India has celebrated National Mathematics Day on the 22nd of
December every year.
Highlights:
The day is observed to honor Mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan's birth
anniversary.
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This year, the nation commemorates Ramanujan's 134th birthday.
The primary goal of National Mathematics Day is to raise public awareness
about the evolution of mathematics and its significance in the advancement
of humanity.
The day was declared on February 26, 2012, by then-Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh to commemorate the 125th birthday of Indian
mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan (22 Dec 1887- 26 Apr 1920).
The year 2012 was also designated as National Mathematics Month.
Ramanujan's ideas revolutionized and reshaped mathematics in the twentieth
century.
The mathematics of the twenty-first century is still shaped by these notions.
Srinivasa Ramanujan
Srinivasa Ramanujan was born in a Tamil Brahmin Iyengar family in Erode,
Tamil Nadu, on December 22, 1887.
In 1903, Ramanujan attended the Government College in Kumbakonam. He
failed non-mathematical topics in college due to his inattention.
Ramanujan began working at the Madras Port Trust as a clerk in 1912.
Ramanujan enrolled at Trinity College just before World War I broke out.
He earned a Bachelor of Science (BSc) degree in 1916. In 1917, he became
a member of the London Mathematical Society.
In 1919, Ramanujan returned to India. At the age of 32, he passed away a
year later.
Based on Srinivasa Ramanujan's biography, the film "The Man Who Knew
Infinity" was released in 2015.

National Farmers Day Celebrated On 23 December
On December 23, Kisan Diwas, or National Farmers' Day, is observed across the
country.
Highlights:
It commemorates the birth anniversary of India's fifth Prime Minister,
Chaudhary Charan Singh.
He implemented farmer-friendly policies and tried to ensure the farmers'
well-being.
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He was India's sixth Prime Minister, serving from July 28, 1979, to January
14, 1980.
The Indian government declared December 23, Chaudhary Charan Singh's
birthday, to be National Farmers' Day in 2001, and for all the right reasons.
On January 14, 1980, Chaudhary Charan Singh passed away.
At Raj Ghat, a memorial called 'Kisan Ghat' was created in his honor.
He was instrumental in bringing attention to the plight of small and marginal
farmers.
In the 1950s, he developed and helped pass revolutionary land reform
legislation.

National Consumer Rights Day
Every year on December 24, National Consumer Rights Day is observed.
Highlights:
The Consumer Protection Act of 1986 was signed into law on this day in
1986 by President Ronald Reagan.
The Act aims to protect consumers from a variety of forms of exploitation,
including defective goods, service deficiencies, and unfair trade practices.
The distinction between World Consumer Rights Day and National
Consumer Rights Day is frequently misunderstood.
Despite the fact that they serve the same purpose, they are observed on
different dates. Every year on March 15, World Consumer Rights Day is
commemorated.
The Consumer Protection Act established National Consumer Rights Day
for the first time in 1986. It's not the same as World Consumer Day, which
occurs every year on March 15.
In 1986, the Consumer Protection Act became law. The Consumer
Protection Act of 1986 was updated in 2019.
The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food, and Public Distribution later
announced the CPA 2019 bill, which will go into effect on July 20, 2020.
Six Basic Rights Of Consumers
Right to choose the product
Right to be protected from all kinds of hazardous goods
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Right to be informed about the performance and quality of all products
Right to be heard in all decision-making processes related to consumer
interests
Right to seek redressal, whenever consumer rights have been infringed
Right to complete consumer education
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AGREEMENTS MOU
NITI Aayog- UN WFP Agreement On Food Basket Diversification.
The NITI Aayog and the UN World Food Program (UN WEP) have agreed to
broaden the food basket. On December 20, 2021, both organizations signed a
Statement of Intent.
Highlights:
The NITI Aayog and UN WEP partnership aims to mainstream millets and
help India take the lead internationally in knowledge exchange in the year
2023, which has been designated as the International Year of Millets.
This alliance also intends to improve small-farmer livelihoods, climate
change adaptation and climate change adaption capabilities, and adaptation
capabilities and strengthen climate-resilient agriculture for improved food
and nutrition security across India.
The Indian government declared 2018 to be the year of millets to boost and
develop millet cultivation.
The Government of India also spearheaded a UNGA resolution proclaiming
2023 as the International Year of Millets.
Despite these efforts, there are significant hurdles in production, distribution,
and consumer adaptability.
Government Steps To Promote Millets:
Creating a Center of Excellence
Integrating Nutri-cereals into the National Food Security Act
Launching a Millet Mission in several states.
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INDEX / LIST
Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Index
West Bengal has topped the chart in the significant states category on the Index on
Foundational Literacy and Numeracy.
Highlights:
States are grouped into four categories: large states, small states, the North
East, and Union Territories, according to Index.
The 'Institute for Competitiveness' has produced a report on the 'Index on
Foundational Literacy & Numeracy.' Bibek Debroy, chairman of the
Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM), announced.
The 'Index on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy' produces a picture of
the general level of Foundational Learning among children under ten years
old in India's states and union territories. It is made up of five pillars and 41
indicators.
5 Pillars:
Educational infrastructure
Access to education
Basic Health
Learning outcomes and
Governance.
Findings:
The Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Index is a measure of literacy in
children under ten.
Bihar was ranked at the bottom of the 'big states' category.
Kerala came out on top in the category of "small states."
The state of Jharkhand has the worst performance on the Index.
Kerala received a score of 67.95 in the large state category and 58.95 in the
small state category.
Lakshadweep, a Union Territory, topped the Index with 52.69.
With a score of 51.64, Mizoram came out on top in the Northeast category.
Over half of the states scored lower than the national average of 28.05.
Ladakh was ranked last in the Union Territory category.
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Arunachal Pradesh finished last in the North East category.

Reliance- Most Visible Corporate In Media Says Wizikey Report
Reliance Industries Ltd ranked first in the Wizikey News Score ranking of India's
most visible corporation in the media in 2021.
Highlights:
Bharti Airtel, Infosys, and Tata Motors are in close second and third place,
respectively. HDFC Bank is ranked sixth in India, followed by HDFC Bank,
TCS, Maruti Suzuki India, Vodafone Idea, and ICICI Bank.
National Thermal Power Corporation Limited (NTPC) is the highest-ranking
state-owned company, at number 13.
Wizikey News Score
Wizikey's News Score is the first complete statistic for measuring news
visibility in the industry.
The ranking is based on each brand's Wizikey news score, which considers
the volume of news, headline grabs, media organizations' unique reach, and
readership.
Facebook tops the global rankings chart for top Multinational Corporations
(MNCs), followed by Alphabet Inc. of Google.
Apple Inc, Samsung Electronics, Netflix, and Microsoft are the top five
companies.
Reliance is ranked ninth among the top MNCs in the world.
Tesla is rated 12 on the list with an 82.3 news score, while TATA Motors is
ranked 18 with an 80.26 news score.

Global Unicorn Index 2021: India Ranked Third
India has surpassed the United Kingdom as the third most popular destination for
hosting unicorns.
Highlights:
With the addition of 33 "unicorns" in a single year, India has surpassed the
United Kingdom to take third place in the list of countries with such
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businesses valued at over $1 billion each. According to data compiled by
Hurun Research Institute, the United States and China, which are ranked
first and second, are far ahead.
74% of unicorns live in the United States and China.
The United States added 254 unicorns, bringing the total number of unicorns
to 487, while China added 74, bringing the total number of unicorns to 301.
The United Kingdom only added 15 unicorns, bringing its total to 39, and
was thus displaced by India.
The largest countries in the world by GDP without Unicorns are Italy,
Russia, Saudi Arabis, and Poland
Unicorns are privately held start-ups having a valuation of more than $1
Billion.
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FESTIVALS
Nadi Utsav 2021
Nadi Utsav began on 16 December and went on till 23 December.
Highlights:
The Nadi Utsav 2021 is a pan-India event. The Ministry of Jal Shakti, the
Ministry of Tradition, the Ministry of Tourism, and the Nationwide Mission
for Clean Ganga are all working together to put on the event.
Brahmaputra, Indus, Sabarmati, Narmada, Krishna, Mahanadi, Godavari,
Ganga, Cauvery, and Yamuna Utsavs are held to celebrate the rivers
Brahmaputra, Indus, Sabarmati, Narmada, Krishna, Mahanadi, Godavari,
Ganga, Cauvery, and Yamuna.
Cleanliness, Nature & Ecology, Patriotism, and Devotion & Spirituality are
the four themes that have been chosen for the ceremonies.
The Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav marketing campaign is in charge of this
year's celebrations.
In India, events are taking place in 22 states and 170 districts.
The third day of Nadi Utsav saw celebrations across the country, with over
16 states and 41 districts staging events.
Ganga aartis, plantation drives, cleanathons, sketching and painting
competitions, river marathons, slogan writings, nadipujans, storytelling
periods, and boat races are various activities.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had invited the people to prepare and have
exciting river festivals at least once a year in his Mann ki Baat on 26 August
2021.
Storytelling, folklore, quizzes, talks with famous persons, dance and music
performances, traditional art forms, photo galleries, and exhibitions are all
part of the Nadi Utsav, which honors the mystical and cultural river Ganga.
It emphasizes the importance of Jan Bhagidari in rejuvenating the Ganges.
NMCG
The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) celebrates Nadi Utsav
every year to improve the public-river connection.
The National Ganga Council's implementing arm is the National Ganga
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Council, last updated in 2016.
The National Ganga River Basin Authority was succeeded by it (NRGBA).
On the first day of Ganga Utsav 2021, NMCG was inducted into the
Guinness Book of World Records for uploading the most images of
handwritten notes to Facebook in an hour.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When did India and Vietnam sign a statement of intent to improve postal
cooperation?
A.17 Dec
B.16 Dec
C.18 dEc
D.20 Dec

Answer A
Explanation India and Vietnam signed a statement of intent for improved postal cooperation on
17 December.

2) Why did India and Vietnam sign a statement of intent?
A.To Collaborate In Defense Sector
B.To Collaborate In Postal Sector
C.To Collaborate In Agriculture Sector
D.To Collaborate In Naval Sector

Answer B
Explanation India and Vietnam signed a statement of intent To enable cooperation in the field of
post and telecommunications easier.

3) Where was a barn owl found in india?
A.Bangalore
B.Bramhaputra
C.Bihar
D.Baroda

Answer C
Explanation In a surprising sighting on 15 December, forest personnel rescued a barn owl in the
Supaul area of Bihar.
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4) What is the wing span of a barn owl?
A.85 to 90 cm.
B.85 to 95 cm.
C.80 to 90 cm.
D.80 to 95 cm.

Answer D
Explanation They are pale-colored, medium-sized owls with long wings and a short, squarish tail
and wingspan ranging from 80 to 95 cm.

5) What is Algo Trading?
A.executing orders by pre-programmed automated trading instructions
B.buying shares by pre-programmed automated trading instructions
C.selling trades by pre-programmed automated trading instructions
D.executing orders by programmed instructions

Answer A
Explanation Algorithmic trading is a way of executing orders using pre-programmed automated
trading instructions that account for price, time, and volume.

6) What is the advantage of Algo Trading?
A.Knowledge of the programming language
B.Dependence on technology
C.computers' speed and computational power.
D.Resource Requirement

Answer C
Explanation Compared to human traders, such trading takes advantage of computers' speed and
computational power.

7) When did Typhoon Rai Struck the Phillipines?
A.6 Dec
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B.1 Dec
C.15 Dec
D.16 Dec

Answer D
Explanation Typhoon Rai struck the Philippines' south-eastern region on 16 December 2021,
bringing torrential rains and flooding and displacing people across a vast area.

8) How many Islands is Philippines made of?
A.7,645
B.7,640
C.7,660
D.7,650

Answer B
Explanation The Philippines is a Southeast Asian archipelago country. It can be found in the
western Pacific Ocean. It is made up of around 7,640 islands.

9) When was Agni P tested for the first time?
A.24 June
B.28 June
C.22 June
D.26 June

Answer B
Explanation On 28 June 2021, the DRDO successfully test-launched the first Agni-P from Abdul
Kalam Island.

10) When did DRDO successfully test the Agni P for the second time?
A.17 Dec
B.18 Dec
C.19 Dec
D.20 Dec
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Answer B
Explanation On 18 December 2021, a successful test was conducted off the coast of Odisha in
Balasore.

11) How many languages is Rashtriya Ekta Greet Written in?
A.23
B.24
C.22
D.21

Answer C
Explanation The Rashtriya Ekta Geet has been written in 22 different languages. It revolves
around the concept of national integration.

12) When did Nadi Utsav Start?
A.6 Dec
B.16 Dec
C.1 Dec
D.23 Dec

Answer B
Explanation Nadi Utsav began on 16 December and went on till 23 December.

13) When is Goa Liberation Day?
A.18 Dec
B.16 Dec
C.19 Dec
D.17 Dec

Answer C
Explanation Goa Liberation day is commemorated on 19 December every year.
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14) Which state topped the Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Index?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.West Bengal
C.Kerala
D.Karnataka

Answer B
Explanation West Bengal has topped the chart in the significant states category on the Index on
Foundational Literacy and Numeracy.

15) Which is the 19th COVID Vaccine designated for emergency use by the
World Health Organization?
A.Covaxxin
B.Covisheild
C.Novavax
D.Covovax

Answer D
Explanation The Covovax vaccine has been designated the ninth COVID-19 vaccine for
emergency use by the World Health Organization.

16) When is world World Arabic Language Day?
A.18 Dec
B.19 Dec
C.17 Dec
D.20 Dec

Answer A
Explanation Every year on 18 December, the world celebrates World Arabic Language Day.

17) When is International Migrants Day 2021?
A.17 Dec
B.16 Dec
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C.18 Dec
D.19 Dec

Answer C
Explanation Every year on 18 December, International Migrants Day is commemorated
worldwide.

18) When is National Minorities Rights Day?
A.17 Dec
B.18 Dec
C.19 Dec
D.16 Dec

Answer B
Explanation Every year on 18 December, India commemorates Minorities Rights Day.

19) When is International Human Solidarity Day?
A.22 Dec
B.21 Dec
C.20 Dec
D.19 Dec

Answer C
Explanation Every year on 20 December, the world commemorates International Human
Solidarity Day to celebrate unity in variety and promote awareness about the value of solidarity.

20) When was Truecaller found?
A.2019
B.2000
C.2009
D.2001

Answer C
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Explanation Truecaller Established on 1 July 2009, and its Chairman is Bing Gordon, who is
Headquartered in Stockholm, Sweden.

21) When is Mormugao Warship expected to be complete?
A.2021
B.2023
C.2022
D.2020

Answer C
Explanation Mormugao is the second indigenous stealth destroyer in the Project P-15B
program.It is expected to be completed by the middle of 2022.

22) Which was the first warship commissioned under Project 15B?
A.Mormugao
B.Visakhapatnam
C.Surat
D.Imphal

Answer B
Explanation The first ship built under Project P-15B was the INS Visakhapatnam. On 21
November 2021, the ship was commissioned into the Indian Navy in Mumbai.

23) When did K. Srikanth won the Arjuna award?
A.2011
B.2001
C.2005
D.2015

Answer D
Explanation In 2018, K. Srikanth was awarded the Padma Shri, India's fourth-highest civilian
award, and the Arjuna award in 2015.
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24) Where did BWF World Championships 2021 happen?
A.Paris
B.Spain
C.Japan
D.Greece

Answer B
Explanation The badminton tournament was held in Huelva, Spain, from 12 December to 19,
2021.

25) How many days did the Space Tourist spend in the latest Russian Orbital
Tourism?
A.11 Days
B.10 Days
C.12 Days
D.13 days

Answer C
Explanation After spending 12 days aboard the International Space Station, a Japanese tycoon,
his producer, and a Russian cosmonaut returned to Earth on 20 December.

26) How many space Tourists flew to the International Space Station aboard a
Russian Soyuz spacecraft between 2001 and 2009?
A.6
B.3
C.8
D.7

Answer D
Explanation Seven space tourists flew to the International Space Station aboard a Russian Soyuz
spacecraft between 2001 and 2009.

27) Why is The Election Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021 is passed In Lok
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Sabha?
A.To Link Adhaar with the Electoral roll
B.To Link PAN with the Electoral roll
C.To Link Ration Card with the Electoral roll
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation To Link Adhaar with the Electoral roll, The Election Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2021, will be introduced in Lok Sabha.

28) What is ULIP?
A.United Logistics Interface Platform
B.Unified Logistics Interface Platform
C.Unified Logistics Interfacial Platform
D.Unified Logistical Interface Platform

Answer B
Explanation Unified Logistics Interface Platform is known as ULIP.

29) What is DPIIT?
A. Department of Promoting Industry and Internal Trade
B. Department of Promotion of Industry and International Trade
C. Department of Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
D. Department of Promotion of Industry and Internal Trading

Answer C
Explanation Department of Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade is called as DPIIT

30) What is NICDC?
A.National Industrial Corridor Development Corporation
B.National Industries Corridor Development Corporation
C.National Industrial Corridor Development Corporate
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D.National Industrial Corridor Developing Corporation

Answer A
Explanation National Industrial Corridor Development Corporation is known as NICDC

31) When was Juno Mission Launched?
A.September 2011
B.July 2011
C.August 2011
D.June 2011

Answer C
Explanation Juno is a NASA spacecraft that orbits Jupiter. Lockheed Martin designed and built
it. NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory is in charge of the spacecraft. It was launched as part of the
New Frontiers program from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in August 2011.

32) Where will the SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket launch with the experiment called
"MicroAge" to the International Space Station?
A.Mexico
B.Florida
C.Virginia
D.California

Answer B
Explanation A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket will launch an experiment called "MicroAge" to the
International Space Station from the Kennedy Space Center in Florida.

33) When was Gabriel Boric elected as the president of Chile?
A.10 Dec
B.11 Dec
C.19 Dec
D.18 Dec

Answer C
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Explanation A leftist millennial Gabriel Boric won as the next President of Chile on 19
December.

34) When was Controlled Aerial Delivery System Was Demonstrated By
DRDO?
A.18 Dec
B.19 Dec
C.17 Dec
D.16 Dec

Answer B
Explanation The controlled Aerial Delivery System was Demonstrated on December 19, 2021,
By Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).

35) When does the Good Governance Week 2021 end?
A.22 Dec
B.23 Dec
C.24 Dec
D.25 Dec

Answer D
Explanation On December 20-25, the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public
Grievances (DARPG) will commemorate 'Good Governance Week 2021.'

36) When was Golden Peacock Environment Management Award
established?
A.1999
B.1998
C.1997
D.1996

Answer B
Explanation Since 1998, the Environment Foundation (WEF) has granted the Golden Peacock
Environment Management Award to organizations for notable achievements in environmental
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management.

37) When did the 2021 BBC Sports Personality of the Year Award happen?
A.18 Dec
B.19 Dec
C.17 Dec
D.16 Dec

Answer B
Explanation The BBC Sports Personality of the Year 2021 was held at the dock10 studios in
Salford on December 19, 2021.

38) When was RL Jalappa Born?
A.17 Dec
B.19 Oct
C.18 Sept
D.16 Nov

Answer B
Explanation He was born on 19 October 1925.

39) Where was International Arbitration and Mediation Centre launched?
A.Andhra Pradesh
B.Karnataka
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Telangana

Answer D
Explanation International Arbitration and Mediation Centre were launched in Telangana.

40) How many new districts were created in Nagaland?
A.2
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B.4
C.5
D.3

Answer D
Explanation Nagaland has created a 3 new districts, Niuland, Tseminyu and Chumukedima.

41) When was T Setu launched over Mahanadi River?
A.22 Dec
B.21 Dec
C.20 Dec
D.23 Dec

Answer C
Explanation T-Setu, which spans the Mahanadi River, was opened by Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on 20 December.

42) How long is T- Setu Bridge over the Mahanadi river?
A. 3.4-kilometer-long
B. 4.4-kilometer-long
C. 4.3-kilometer-long
D. 3.3-kilometer-long

Answer A
Explanation T-Setu, built over the Mahanadi River in Cuttack district, is Odisha's longest
bridge.It's a 3.4-kilometer-long, 7.5-meter-wide bridge.

43) When did Tata Group signed a share purchase deal with the government
of India to buy the government's stake in national carriers Air India Stakes?
A.Oct 2020
B.Nov 2020
C.Oct 2021
D.Nov 2021
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Answer C
Explanation In October 2021, the Tata Group signed a share purchase deal with the government
of India to buy the government's stake in national carriers Air India, Air India Express, and
AISATS.

44) When did Competition Commission of India (CCI) approved Talace
Acquiring the Air India Stakes?
A.22 Dec
B.21 Dec
C.20 Dec
D.23 Dec

Answer C
Explanation The Competition Commission of India (CCI) approved Talace, a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Tata Sons, acquiring Air India Stakes on 20 December.

45) What is KUFOS?
A.Kerala University of Fisheries and Ocean Systems
B.Kerala University of Fusion and Ocean Studies
C.Kerala University of Fisheries and Ocean Structure studies
D.Kerala University of Fisheries and Ocean Studies

Answer D
Explanation Kerala University of Fisheries and Ocean Studies is KUFOS

46) When is NISAR set to launch?
A.2022
B.2021
C.2024
D.2023

Answer D
Explanation NISAR will be launched in 2023 and will be the first dual-frequency radar imaging
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satellite.

47) When will NISAR be launch?
A.2022
B.2021
C.2024
D.2023

Answer D
Explanation NISAR will be launched in 2023 and will be the first dual-frequency radar imaging
satellite.

48) How much loan does ADB provide to improve access to urban services in
India?
A.USD 350 million
B.USD 300 million
C.USD 355 million
D.USD 35 million

Answer A
Explanation The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will give a loan of USD 350 million to
improve access to urban services in India

49) When did UAE end of Censorships in International Movies?
A.19 Dec
B.18 Dec
C.17 Dec
D.16 Dec

Answer A
Explanation The UAE has declared the end of Censorships in International Movies on 19
December.
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50) When was the first batch of indigenous Armored Engineer Reconnaissance
vehicles were integrated into the Indian Army?
A.22 Dec
B.21 Dec
C.12 Dec
D.11 Dec

Answer B
Explanation The first batch of indigenous Armoured Engineer Reconnaissance vehicles was
integrated into the Indian Army on 21 December.

51) How much reservation will the transgender people receive in karnataka
government?
A.2%
B.3%
C.1%
D.4%

Answer C
Explanation The Karnataka government has announced that transgender people will be given a
1% reservation in the police force.

52) How long is the integrated teacher education program in Delhi Teachers'
University?
A.2
B.3
C.1
D.4

Answer D
Explanation After Class 12, the university will provide a four-year integrated teacher education
program.
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53) How long is the Baby Yingliang?
A.17 cm
B.26 cm
C.22 cm
D.27 cm

Answer D
Explanation From head to tail, Baby Yingliang is 27cm long. At the Yingliang Stone Nature
History Museum in China, it is resting inside a 6.7-inch-long egg.

54) When was the World Economic Forum Meeting set to happen?
A.17 Jan
B.18 Jan
C.20 Jan
D.19 Jan

Answer A
Explanation Because of the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the Omicron strain of coronavirus,
the World Economic Forum (WEF) has chosen to postpone its annual gathering in Davos. The
high-powered gathering was set to take place from January 17 to 21, 2022.

55) How many new member were appointed to BWF Athletes Commission?
A.5
B.3
C.4
D.6

Answer D
Explanation PV Sindhu is one of six new members of the BWF Athletes Commission, which
will she serve until 2025.

56) Till when PV Sindhu will serve as one of six new members of the BWF
Athletes Commission?
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A.2024
B.2025
C.2023
D.2026

Answer B
Explanation PV Sindhu is one of six new members of the BWF Athletes Commission, which
will she serve until 2025.

57) When was BrahMos Aerospace found?
A.1999
B.1998
C.1997
D.1996

Answer B
Explanation A. Sivathanu Pillai is the founder of BrahMos Aerospace Limited. The company
was founded on February 12, 1998, and its headquarters are in New Delhi.

58) When in National Mathematics Day?
A.23 Dec
B.24 Dec
C.22 Dec
D.21 Dec

Answer C
Explanation Since 2012, India has celebrated National Mathematics Day on the 22nd of
December every year.

59) Which is the India's most visible corporation in the media in 2021
according to Wizikey News Score ranking?
A.Reliance Industries Ltd
B.Infosys
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C.Bharti Airtel
D. Tata Motors

Answer A
Explanation Reliance Industries Ltd ranked first in the Wizikey News Score ranking of India's
most visible corporation in the media in 2021.

60) When did the Gujarat riots happen?
A.2002
B.2000
C.2001
D.2003

Answer A
Explanation The 2002 Gujarat riots, also known as the 2002 Gujarat violence and the Gujarat
pogrom, was a three-day period of inter-communal violence in the western Indian state of
Gujarat.

61) When was Former Supreme Court Judge Justice GT Nanavati pass away?
A.December 18
B.December 17
C.December 16
D.December 19

Answer A
Explanation According to family relatives, the former Supreme Court judge died of heart failure
at 1:15 p.m. on December 18 in Gujarat.

62) What is WADA?
A.World Anti-Doping Agency
B.World Agency for Anti-Doping
C.World Anti-Doping Agreement
D.World Anti-Duping Agency
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Answer A
Explanation World Anti-Doping Agency,The International Olympic Committee formed WADA
as a non-profit organization.

63) Where is World Anti-Doping Agency located?
A.London
B.New York
C.Canada
D.Paris

Answer C
Explanation The International Olympic Committee formed WADA as a non-profit organization.
Its aim is to promote, organise, and monitor the fight against doping in sports.Its headquarters are
in Canada.

64) When was Anti-Doping Bill Introduced?
A.16 Dec
B.17 Dec
C.18 Dec
D.19 Dec

Answer B
Explanation On December 17, 2021, Anurag Thakur, the Sports Minister, introduced the "AntiDoping Bill" in the Lok Sabha.

65) Where will be National Anti-Doping Agency Headquatered?
A.Mumbai
B.Kolkata
C.Gujarat
D.New Delhi

Answer D
Explanation The NADA will be organized as a corporation with the same name. Its headquarters
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will remain in New Delhi.

66) When is James Webb Space Telescope set to launch?
A.24 Dec
B.25 Dec
C.26 Dec
D.23 Dec

Answer B
Explanation It will be launched on Ariane mission VA256 on December 25, 2021.

67) When is James Webb Space Telescope set to launch?
A.24 Dec
B.25 Dec
C.26 Dec
D.23 Dec

Answer B
Explanation It will be launched on Ariane mission VA256 on December 25, 2021.

68) Where will the james Webb Space Telescope Mission launch from?
A.Cape Canaveral
B.Churchill Rocket Research Range, Manitoba
C.French Guiana
D.Goddard Test Site, Auburn, Massachusetts

Answer C
Explanation The Webb space telescope is currently scheduled to launch no earlier than 7:20 a.m.
on Saturday (Dec. 25) from the Guiana Space Center in Kourou, French Guiana.

69) When was Apretude Approved By FDA?
A.21 Dec
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B.20 Dec
C.22 Dec
D.23 Dec

Answer B
Explanation The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved the world's first injectable drug
for lowering the risk of contracting HIV on 20 December.

70) When is Apretude expected to ship to wholesalers and specialty
distributors?
A.2021
B.2023
C.2022
D.2024

Answer C
Explanation The list price for Apretude is $3,700 per dose. In the United States, it is expected to
ship to wholesalers and specialty distributors in 2022.

71) When did NITI Aayog- UN WFP Agreement On Food Basket
Diversification?
A.21 Dec
B.20 Dec
C.22 Dec
D.23 Dec

Answer B
Explanation The NITI Aayog and the UN World Food Program (UN WEP) have agreed to
broaden the food basket. On December 20, 2021, both organizations signed a Statement of Intent.

72) Which is the International Year Of Millets?
A.2022
B.2024
C.2023
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D.2025

Answer C
Explanation The NITI Aayog and UN WEP partnership aims to mainstream millets and help
India take the lead internationally in knowledge exchange in the year 2023, which has been
designated as the International Year of Millets.

73) When was Master Card established?
A.1965
B.1967
C.1966
D.1968

Answer C
Explanation Mastercard was founded on December 16, 1966, and its headquarters are in New
York, New York. Its CEO is Michael Miebach, and its Executive Chairman is Ajay Banga.

74) When was Bank Of Baroda Found?
A.1900
B.1918
C.1908
D.1980

Answer C
Explanation Baroda Bank is a bank based in India, founded on July 20, 1908.

75) Who led Indian delegation to the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang,
South Korea?
A.Arhan Bagati
B.Harjinder Singh
C.Birendra Prasad Baishya
D.None of the Above
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Answer B
Explanation Harjinder Singh has also led the Indian delegation to the 2018 Winter Olympics in
Pyeongchang, South Korea

76) When Rawat was India's envoy to Indonesia and Timor-Leste?
A.September 2018 to December 2020
B.September 2017 to December 2020
C.September 2017 to December 2021
D.September 2019 to December 2022

Answer B
Explanation From September 2017 to December 2020, Rawat was India's envoy to Indonesia
and Timor-Leste.

77) When is Uttar Pradesh Government launching Free Smartphone Yojana
Scheme?
A.26 Dec
B.25 Dec
C.27 Dec
D.28 Dec

Answer B
Explanation Uttar Pradesh Government is launching Free Smartphone Yojana Scheme on 25
December.

78) When is National Farmer's Day?
A.22 Dec
B.24 Dec
C.25 Dec
D.23 Dec

Answer D
Explanation On December 23, Kisan Diwas, or National Farmers' Day, is observed across the
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country.

79) When did Regional Asia-Pacific Women's Empowerment Principles
Awards happen?
A.8 Nov
B.1 Nov
C.18 Nov
D.18 Dec

Answer C
Explanation Divya Hegde from Udupi, coastal Karnataka, has won the UN Women's Award for
Leadership Commitment at the 2021 Regional Asia-Pacific Women's Empowerment Principles
Awards ceremony on November 18th, 2021.

80) When did BWF World Championship 2021 start?
A.11 Dec
B.21 Dec
C.12 Dec
D.22 Dec

Answer C
Explanation The competition happened from December 12th to December 19th.

81) When did DRDO began working on Pralay surface-to-surface missile?
A.2005
B.2010
C.2005
D.2015

Answer D
Explanation Around 2015, the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) began
working on this project. Pralay was the name given to the missile later on.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 20 - December 26, 2021)

82) When was Pralay short-range surface-to-surface missile flight tested?
A.21 Dec
B.22 Dec
C.23 Dec
D.24 Dec

Answer B
Explanation The first successful test flight of the Pralay short-range surface-to-surface missile
took place on 22 December.

83) How many elephants died in India due to Un natural causes from 2009 to
2019?
A.650
B.660
C.600
D.500

Answer C
Explanation Between 2009 and 2019, 600 elephants died in India due to electrocution, according
to data from the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

84) When was project elephant established in india?
A.1993
B.1991
C.1992
D.1994

Answer C
Explanation Project Elephant was established in 1992

85) When did United Nations Security Council (UNSC) unanimously passed a
resolution allowing for sanctions exemptions against the Taliban?
A.21 Dec
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B.22 Dec
C.23 Dec
D.24 Dec

Answer B
Explanation The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) unanimously passed a resolution on
December 22, 2021, allowing for sanctions exemptions against the Taliban.

86) How much time does UNSC resolutions require to review the exemptions?
A.6 Months
B.5 Months
C.7 Months
D.8 Months

Answer A
Explanation The UNSC resolution requires a six-month review of the exemptions.

87) When did US health regulators approved the a Pfizer drug pill against
Covid-19?
A.21 Dec
B.22 Dec
C.23 Dec
D.24 Dec

Answer B
Explanation US health regulators approved the first pill (a Pfizer drug) against Covid-19 on
December 22, 2021.

88) How much should the children weigh to be eligible for medication?
A.50 kgs
B.40 kgs
C.30 kgs
D.20 kgs
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Answer B
Explanation A child must weigh at least 40 kilograms to be eligible for medication. A positive
Covid-19 test will be required for patients to receive a prescription.

89) How much does the Kerala's SilverLine project costs?
A.Rs 63,940 crore
B.Rs 63,944 crore
C.Rs 63,930 crore
D.Rs 63,950 crore

Answer A
Explanation The project's total cost is estimated to be Rs 63,940 crore.

90) When will the kerala silver lining project be completed?
A.2022
B.2024
C.2025
D.2023

Answer C
Explanation The project's completion date is set for 2025.

91) What is EAST?
A.Experimental Advanced Superconducting Tokamak
B.Experimental Advanced Superconductor Tokamak
C.Experimenting Advanced Superconducting Tokamak
D.Experimental Advance Superconducting Tokamak

Answer A
Explanation EAST is Experimental Advanced Superconducting Tokamak,based in Hefei, China,
is a superconducting tokamak magnetic fusion energy reactor.
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92) How many members does The Punjab Film and Television Development
Council have?
A.10
B.12
C.11
D.13

Answer C
Explanation The Punjab Film and Television Development Council were also approved by the
Cabinet. This council will consist of 11 members and a chairperson appointed by the state
government.

93) When was Karnataka: Protection Of Right To Freedom Of Religion Bill,
2021 passed?
A.22 Dec
B.24 Dec
C.21 Dec
D.23 Dec

Answer D
Explanation The "Karnataka Protection of Right to Freedom of Religion Bill, 2021" was passed
by the Assembly on December 23, 2021.

94) When was the democracy activists killed by Chinese troops in Tiananmen
Square?
A.1999
B.1989
C.1988
D.1898

Answer B
Explanation It honors democracy activists who were killed by Chinese troops in Tiananmen
Square in 1989.
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95) When did china revise the "Law on Protection of Women's Rights and
Interests"?
A.12 Dec
B.22 Dec
C.20 De
D.21 Dec

Answer C
Explanation China's Standing Committee of the National People's Congress (NPC) began
reviewing a draught amendment to the "Law on Protection of Women's Rights and Interests" on
20 December.

96) How many 'Unicorn' start ups are hosted by india?
A.45
B.44
C.54
D.55

Answer C
Explanation India has surpassed the United Kingdom as the third most popular destination for
hosting unicorns with 54 unicorns

97) When did Architect Richard Rogers Passes Away?
A.8 Dec
B.1 Dec
C.19 Dec
D.18 Dec

Answer D
Explanation Richard Rogers, the Pritzker Prize-winning architect, has passed away on 18
December.

98) How old is Anahat Singh?
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A.14
B.12
C.15
D.13

Answer D
Explanation In the final match, the 13-year-old Anahat Singh defeated Egypt's Jayda Marei
11-9, 11-5, 8-11, 11-5 at the Arlen Spectre Centre.

99) When is National consumer rights day?
A.15 Dec
B.23 Dec
C.24 Dec
D.15 Mar

Answer C
Explanation Every year on December 24, National Consumer Rights Day is observed.

100) How long does it take for the Ambulance to arrive after the Intelligent
Transport System detected an accidents
A.10-20 minutes
B.15-20 minutes
C.1-15 minutes
D.10-15 minutes

Answer D
Explanation Intelligent Transport System can detect any accident and send out alerts so that an
ambulance can arrive at the scene in 10-15 minutes.

DON'T MISS THESE OTHER USEFUL PDFS

June 2021 Current
Affairs

July 2021 Current Affairs

August 2021 Current
Affairs

September 2021 Current
Affairs

October 2021 Current
Affairs

November 2021 Current
Affairs

Fresherslive provides current affairs for
competitive exams like UPSC, PSC,
IAS, RRB, IBPS PO Clerk, SBI, RBI,
SSC, PSU, and so on.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

