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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
MSP Operations during Kharif Marketing Season
In the ongoing 2020-21 Kharif Marketing Season (KMS), the government will
continue to purchase its MSP Kharif 2020-21 crops from farmers in accordance
with its existing MSP schemes.
Highlights:
The Government policy of procurement of Foodgrains has a broad objective,
which is to ensure that farmers are provided with a Minimum Support Price (MSP)
and to provide food to weaker areas at an affordable price.
It can also ensure effective market intervention to control prices and increase the
country's overall food security.
FCI, the central nodal agency of the Indian government, works with other State
Agencies to undertake the purchase of wheat and rice under the price support
scheme.
According to the instructions issued by the Indian government from time to time,
the State government agency purchases coarse grains for the central pool.
Purchasing under price support is mainly to ensure that farmers are provided with
remuneration prices for their products, so as to encourage them to obtain better
yields.
Paddy procurement:
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Jammu and Kashmir, Kerala, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh,
Telangana, Uttarakhand, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra and Bihar all have Paddy field purchases.
Pulses and Oilseeds procurement:
According to the proposals of the states, it has been approved as Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Trayangana, Gujarat, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Odisha,
Raja Stan and Andhra Pradesh purchase beans and oils sold in the Khalif market in
2020 under the 48.11 LMT Price Support Program in India.
Cotton:
Procurement operations of seed cotton (Kapas) under MSP are going on smoothly
in the States of Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and Karnataka.
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The US Puts India on Currency Watchlist
The US Treasury Department included India on its watch list of currency
manipulators. Vietnam and Switzerland are marked as currency manipulators. In
2019, the U.S. Treasury Department removed India from its currency manipulators
watch list of its major trading partners.
Currency Manipulators:
This is a label that the US government puts on a country that intends to deliberately
devalue its currency against the U.S. dollar for "unfair currency practices". This
practice means that the country is artificially reducing the value of its currency to
gain an unfair advantage over other countries. This is because the devaluation of the
currency will reduce the country's export costs, thereby artificially showing a
reduction in the trade deficit.
Currency Manipulator Watch List:
The US Treasury Department issues a semi-annual report, which must track the
development of the international economy and check foreign exchange rates.
Criteria: An economy meeting two of the three criteria in the Trade Facilitation
and Trade Enforcement Act 2015 will be included on the watch list. This includes:
"Significant" bilateral trade surplus with the United States at least $20 billion in 12
months.
In 12 months, the current account surplus is equal to at least 2% of the gross
domestic product (GDP).
The listing will not be punished and sanctioned in any form, but it will destroy the
country's global financial image in the foreign exchange market, including
underestimating the currency to gain an export advantage.
India, Taiwan, and Thailand have joined the other seven countries on the watch
list. Other countries on the list include China, Japan, South Korea, Germany, Italy,
Singapore, and Malaysia.
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INTERNATIONAL
Israel Has Established Diplomatic Ties With Bhutan
Israel has established diplomatic ties with Bhutan. The development comes 2 days
after Israel and Morocco agreed to normalize ties in a deal brokered with assistance
from the USA.
Highlights:
In the past four months, Morocco became the fourth Arab country after the United
Arab Emirates, Bahrain (Abraham Accords) and Sudan to engage in hostilities with
Israel.
Israel has been supporting Bhutan's human resource development since 1982,
especially in the field of agricultural development, benefiting hundreds of
Bhutanese youth.
Despite the lack of formal contact between the two countries, the two countries
still maintain a cordial relationship.
Israel briefly had a non-resident ambassador to Bhutan in 2010.
The Israel International Development Cooperation Agency (MASHAV) has
trained hundreds of Bhutanese youths since 2013.
The two countries have established formal diplomatic relations and agreed to
cooperate closely in various sectors.
The two sides will not establish embassies in Thimphu and Tel Aviv, and will
coordinate through their missions in Delhi.
Significance:
The establishment of diplomatic relations will open up new channels for
cooperation between the two countries in water management, technology, human
resource development, agricultural science and other mutually beneficial fields.
Regarding tourism, Bhutan, which limits the number of people entering Bhutan,
may now be more open to Israelis.
Through cultural exchanges and tourism, the ties between the two peoples will also
be further strengthened.

San Isidro Movement (MSI) - Cuba
The Movement San Isidro was established two years ago and has now become a
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platform for Cuban dissidents both within and outside the nation.
Background:
The Movimiento San Isidro or San Isidro Movement (MSI) started two years ago
(2018) to protest the state's censorship of works of art through Decree 349.
Decree 349 is a law that gives the power to Cuban's government to restrict cultural
activities it did not approve of.
To protest this Decree, artists, poets, journalists, and activists gathered in San
Isidro, where black-majority lives, one of the poorest but most culturally active
areas in Havana.
A member of MSI, Afro-Cuban rapper Denis Sols, was arrested by the police. This
led to widespread protests and strikes.
Various National Governments and international human rights organizations, such
as Amnesty International, are concerned about human rights in Cuba.
Cuban diasporas in many countries continue to hold rallies to support the
movement.
The Cuban government claimed that the movement was funded by the United
States and used to subvert the country.
India Cuba Relations:
India and Cuba have a close, warm and long-standing relationship. Both countries
are founding members of the Non-Aligned Movement. In 1959, Ernesto Che
Guevara, the commander of the Cuban- Argentinean guerrilla, paid a diplomatic
visit to India and was welcomed by the then Prime Minister Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru.
In 2019, India supported the UN General Assembly resolution calling for the lifting
of US sanctions against Cuba. India and Cuba agreed to cooperate in
biotechnology, homoeopathy and traditional medicine systems during the President
of India's visit to Cuba in 2019.

UK And EU Have Agreed To Continue Brexit Trade Deal Talks
UK and European Union (EU) have agreed to continue negotiations on the Brexit
trade deal and drop the December 31 deadline, end of transition period for a postBrexit trade deal. 11 month period has been finalized until December 31,
2020.During this period, the UK continues to participate in the EU customs union
and single market.
Highlights:
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The transition period ensures that there is no is not a sudden shock but a degree of
continuity that enables both sides to secure an orderly Brexit, minimizing
disruption to citizens, businesses, governments, as well as to international partners.
In post-Brexit trade agreement negotiations, significant differences remain on three
critical issues: equal opportunity, governance and fisheries. The United Kingdom
rejected the "evolution mechanism" or the "parity mechanism".
This mechanism aims to deter the UK from undermining the European Union if the
bloc decides to raise its standards in areas such as environmental rules or workers'
rights. The UK could not accept a deal that left it bound by EU rules in the future.
The UK wants to reach an agreement through bilateral talks with EU leaders,
however, the EU has already suggested that the mechanism should be managed by
a joint committee of EU and UK officials, with arbitration in case of disputes and
negotiations should be conducted on behalf of All 27 member states of the bloc by
the committee.
The main focus is on the access of European Union fishing fleets to the UK's
waters, and according to reports, France is leading the task in this area and is
demanding access rights for at least 10 years, a demand that the UK does not wish
to give in, claiming that it has failed in meeting the criteria for restoration control
for leaving the block.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Foundation Stone Laid For New Parliament Building
The Prime Minister (PM) of India laid the foundation stone for the New Parliament
Building. The old Parliament Building will become a museum.
Highlights:
The new parliament building is part of the Central Vista project costing Rs 20,000
crore.
The four-story building will be triangular in shape, and its interior will be themed
with three national symbols (lotus, peacock and banyan).
The Parliament Building will be completed in 2022.
The new Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha halls will have increased seating capacities.
Besides, the seats in the Lok Sabha Hall can be expanded to 1,272 to host joint
meetings.
Dholpur stone will be the primary building material. In some interior areas, red
granite may replace red sandstone.
The building will be equipped with a modern audio-visual communication system.
It will also be entirely suitable for wheelchairs and disabled people.

New Policy On School Bag 2020 By The Ministry Of Education
According to the new "Schoolbag Policy", the weight of a schoolbag shall not
exceed 10% of the weight of students in grades I to X, and no homework should be
done until class II.
Highlights:
The new policy also recommends regular monitoring of the weight of bags in
schools.
They should be lightweight, with two padded and adjustable straps, can fit just two
shoulders, and no wheel brackets are allowed.
The policy even recommends that publishers print the weight of each textbook on
it.
These recommendations are based on various surveys and studies conducted by the
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT).
The Policy also recommends high-quality meals and drinking water to all students
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so that they don't need to bring a lunch box or water bottle.
The policy said there should be no bags in pre-primary.

E-Courts Project - Funded By Department Of Justice
E-Courts Project is a Pan-India Project, supervised and funded by Department of
Justice, Ministry of Law and Justice, Government of India for the District Courts
across the country.
Highlights:
The e-Courts project is conceived based on the "National Policy and Action Plan
for the Implementation of Information and Communication Technology(ICT) in
IndianJudiciary-2005" submitted by the e-Committee of the Supreme Court of
India. It aims to change the Indian Judiciary by ICT enablement of Courts.
The goal of the e-court project is to provide designated services to litigants,
lawyers and the judiciary by universal computerization of district and subordinate
courts in the country by leveraging Information and Communication Technology
(ICT) for improved justice delivery.
Provide efficiently and time-limited citizen-centred service delivery in accordance
with the regulations of e-Court Project Litigant.
Develop, install & execute decision support systems in courts. Automate the
process to provide transparency of information to stakeholders.
Improve judicial productivity in terms of both quality and quantity, making the
judicial delivery system affordable, accessible, cost-effective, predictable, reliable
and transparent.

PM SVANidhi Profiling Was Launched
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs launched a Socio-Economic Profiling
of Prime Minister's Street Vendor Atma Nirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi)
beneficiaries and their families.
Highlights:
Under this, a complete profile of each and PM SVANidhi beneficiary and his
family will be prepared.
According to the profile data, the benefits of various qualified central schemes will
be extended to their overall socio-economic improvement.
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The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) is implementing the Prime
Minister's Street Vendor Atma Nirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) program, which
aims to provide street vendors with an affordable working capital loan of up to
10,000 rupees to facilitate the recovery of their livelihoods adversely affected by
COVID -19 pandemic.

Ministry circulated the draft Indian Ports Bill
The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways circulated the draft of the Indian
Ports Bill 2020 for public comment, which will repeal and replace the Indian Ports
Act, 1908.
Key Facts:
The draft Indian Ports Bill seeks to enable the structured growth and sustainable
development of ports to attract investments in the Port sector.
The proposed bill will take into account the prevailing conditions of a large
number of non-operating ports and provide measures to promote port protection.
It will ensure more investment in India's maritime and port sectors by establishing
an improved and comprehensive regulatory framework for the creation of new ports
and the management of existing ports.
Significance:
The proposed bill will ensure port safety, security, pollution control, performance
standards and sustainability.
The Bill ensures that all up-to-date conventions /protocols to which India is a
party, are also suitably incorporated.
This will promote maritime safety and security. The bill will fill the gap in the
scientific development of ports and port networks.
Strengthen the "Ease of Doing Business", which will provide greater impetus to the
Government's Atamanirbhar Bharat initiative to promote a self-reliant domestic
investment environment in the marine sector.

Ministry Of Tourism Organized A Dekho Apna Desh Webinar Series
The Ministry of Tourism organized a webinar about "Birding in India" under the
Dekho Apna Desh webinar series.
Highlights:
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The Ministry of Tourism has launched the "DekhoApnaDesh" webinar series in
order to provide information about the many destinations and the depth and breadth
of India's incredible culture and heritage.
It aims to showcase the rich diversity of India under the leadership of Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat.
It will be available on the Ministry's social media handles- Incredible India on
Instagram and Facebook.
It established a technical partnership with the National e-Governance Department
of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology.

Launch of 2nd Project 17A Ship - HIMGIRI
Himgiri is the first of the three Project 17A ships being built in Kolkata. According
to the project 17A program, a total of 7 ships will be built, 4 of which will be built
at Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) and 3 will be built at Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engineers Limited (GRSE), with enhanced stealth functions and
advanced indigenous weapon and sensor fit along with several other improvements.
Highlights:
The launch of "Himgiri" demonstrates GRSE's commitment to building three stateof-the-art P17A warships for the Indian Navy.
The P17A ship is the first batch of gas turbine propellers and the largest combat
platform built by GRSE.
Project 17A frigate is a design derivative product of Shivalik-class stealth frigate.
"Integrated Construction (IC)" is adopted here, in which the blocks must be preassembled before joining to reduce the build period of warships.The first ship of
Project 17A is INS Nilgiri
The P17A-class frigate is built using indigenously developed steel, and is equipped
with weapons and sensors and an integrated platform management system. These
ships have stealth functions.
Since its establishment, Project 17A has been adhering to India's vision for
Atmanirbhar Bharat. The P17A ship is indigenously designed and is being built in
indigenously yards such as MDL and GRSE.
Naval shipbuilding provides an excellent opportunity for economic development
after COVID-19. The ship of Project 17A purchases 80% of the
materials/equipment required for the project from indigenously suppliers and
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creates employment opportunities for more than 2,000 Indian companies and
MSMEs in the country.

NITI Aayog Released A White Paper - Vision 2035
NITI Aayog released a White Paper outlining the measures to be taken to improve
public health surveillance.
Highlights:
Vision 2035: Public health surveillance in India is a continuation of efforts to
strengthen the health system.
It contributes by suggesting mainstreaming of surveillance by making individual
electronic health records the basis for surveillance.
Public Health Surveillance (PHS) is an important function that can span primary,
secondary and tertiary care levels. Surveillance is Information for Action'.
Public health surveillance is the continuous, analysis, systematic collection, &
interpretation of health-related data, which are essential for planning, implementing
and evaluating public health practices
Surveillance is undertaken to inform disease prevention and control measures
We need surveillance
- As an early warning system, identify public health emergencies.
- Guiding public health policies and strategies.
- Document the impact of interventions or achieving specific public health
goals/objectives.
- Understand/monitor the epidemiology of diseases, determine priorities and guide
public health policies and strategies

QCI Has Launched a Recognition Scheme
Quality Council of India (QCI) has launched a Recognition Scheme for Hygiene
Rating Audit Agencies.
Highlights:
QCI has proposed a scheme to approve Hygiene Rating Audit Agencies to expand
the Hygiene Rating by increasing the number of Hygiene Rating Audit Agencies
recognized in the country.
The scheme aims to encourage food companies to improve their hygiene and safety
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standards so that consumers can make informed choices/decisions about the food
stores they eat.
Currently, the scheme is applicable to foodservice establishments (such as hotels,
restaurants, cafeterias, dhabhas etc.), dessert shops, bakeries and meat retail stores.
A recognized Hygiene Rating Audit Agency will verify compliance with the food
hygiene and safety procedures established by FSSAI.
Background:
FSSAI's "Food Hygiene Rating Scheme" is a certification system for food
companies to directly provide food to consumers internally or externally. The food
establishments are rated based on the food hygiene and safety conditions observed
during the audit. The hygiene level will be in the form of smileys (1 to 5), and the
certificate should be prominently displayed in the consumer-facing area. A
recognized Hygiene Rating Audit Agencies will be responsible for verifying
compliance with the food hygiene and safety procedures established by FSSAI and
obtaining a Hygiene Rating.

Museum On Subhash Chandra Bose To Be Set Up In Kolkata
The Indian government will open a museum in Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose on
January 23, 2022. The museum will be established in Kolkata. The museum will
open on the 125th anniversary of Netaji's birth. The Indian government also plans
to reprint some books written by Netaji. The Netaji Museum in New Delhi will also
be expanded.
Highlights:
The museums in New Delhi are digital and are distributed over three floors. The
museum depicts the contributions made by legends since childhood.
The museum also records the role of INA, fighting, awakening its creation and its
popularity in the country. The museum focuses on Indian ancestry, especially the
role of the people of Southeast Asia and their contribution to the Indian National
Army.
It also depicts the clandestine operations of Colonel Amrik Singh Gill and four
others who were landed by a submarine at the Konark temple to establish their INA
secret center in India. The museum was established near the Red Fort. The soldiers
of the Indian Army were guarded by the British.
All four barracks in the Red Fort were converted into museums. In addition to the
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Subhash Chandra Bose Museum, three other museums will be established. They
will participate in the Jallianwala Bagh massacre of the 1857 Uprising and
contemporary painting.
The Indian National Army was established in 1942 by the Indian National Party
and the Japanese Empire. The main purpose of the Indian National Army was to
ensure India's independence from the British. It was originally composed by Mohan
Singh. Later he was arrested and the first INA eventually collapsed. Later, he was
resurrected under the leadership of Netaji.
The Red Fort is managed by the Bureau of Archaeological Survey of India. ASI is
responsible for protecting India's cultural property and national heritage. About
5,000 to 6,000 tourists visit the Red Fort every day. On public holidays and
weekends, this number may be as high as 10,000.

Tribes India expanded its range
Tribes India expanded its range by launching more products. Tribes India is an
online retail program of the Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation
of India (TRIFED).
Tribes India e-Marketplace:
Tribes India is an online retail program of the Tribes Collaborative Marketing
Development Alliance of India (TRIFED). It was launched in October 2020 by the
Minister of the Union of Tribal Affairs.
The plan aims to attract about 5 Lakh tribal producers to join to purchase various
handicrafts, tribal artwork, handloom products, and various natural foods products,
such as honey.
The procurement is carried out by various tribal artisans and producers, tribal
organizations/associations/self-help groups, and NGOs that cooperate with tribal
people.
The plan has brought tribal residents' products to customers across the country, and
is preparing to promote them all over the world.
It helps to showcase tribal products and produce, otherwise, it is difficult to enter a
wider market and obtain economic benefits. It will also bring India's rich and
diverse tribal traditions and culture of India to a global audience.
Tribes India has also partnered with technology giant Amazon to launch a Seller
Flex program. Other collaborations include with Flipkart and Government
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Electronic Market (GeM).
The online platform can be used on mobile devices and the Web, and customers
and producers who can register on the portal can access the platform.
It also provides B2B contacts for tribal producers who can sell their goods to larger
companies or enterprises, especially in the fields of medicinal plants and minor
forest produce segments.
Product categories include clothing and apparel, art, minor forest produce, bags,
home &living, jewelry, stationery, etc.

Government of India and World Bank sign Project
The Government of India (GOI) and the World Bank signed a $400 million project
to support India's efforts to provide social assistance to families affected by Covid.
Highlights:
The Government of India (GOI) and the World Bank signed a $400 million project
to support India's efforts to provide social assistance to poor and vulnerable
families severely affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. This is the second operation
in two procedural series.
In May 2020, the first US$750 million operation was approved. The plan will
strengthen the capacity of states and the national government of India to provide
coordinated and appropriate social protection for the poor and vulnerable groups
from the impact caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Union Minister Reviews National Hydrology Project
Union Minister of Jal Shakti reviews progress made under National Hydrology
Project in its mid-term.
National Hydrology Project:
The National Hydrology Project (NHP) was launched in 2016 as a Central Sector
Scheme, providing 100% grants to implementing agencies on a Pan-Indian basis,
with a budget of Rs.3680 crore, which will be used within 8 years.
The project aims to increase the scope, reliability, and accessibility of water
resources information, and to strengthen the capacity of the targeted water resource
management institutions in India.
Therefore, NHP is promoting effective access to reliable information, which will
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pave the way for effective water resources development and management.
Under the project, the National Water Informatics Center (NWIC) was established,
which is a nationwide repository of water resources data.
NHP will improve and expand hydrological data and information systems,
strengthen water resources operation and planning systems, and strengthen
institutional capabilities for water resources management.
Therefore, the project will use the latest technologies and tools to strengthen the
information base and institutional capabilities for evidence-based decision-making
in the planning and operation, and management of water resources in the entire
basin of India.

AICTE Decided To Grant A Maintenance For PMSSS
All India Council for Technical Education - AICTE decided to grant a maintenance
allowance of 20,000 rupees/- under the Prime Minister's Special Scholarship
Scheme (PMSSS).
About the Prime Minister's Special Scholarship Scheme (PMSSS):
Under PMSSS, the youth of J&K and Ladakh receive two parts of the scholarship,
namely academic fee & maintenance allowance.
The scheme is part of the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE).
The scheme was implemented after an expert group established by the Prime
Minister in 2010, which aims to increase employment opportunities for J&K and
Ladakh youths.
The plan aims to build the capacity of J&K and Ladakh youths through education,
empowerment, and enhancement of young people's ability to compete in the normal
process.
According to the ceiling of various majors, medical, and other undergraduate
courses, tuition includes tuition and other components.
In order to pay for dormitory accommodation, miscellaneous expenses, books, and
stationery, etc., a fixed amount of 1 lakh rupees will be provided to the beneficiary
and paid in installments @ Rs. 10,000/- per month is directly deposited into the
student's account.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Indigenous mRNA Vaccine Candidate Supported Gets Drug Controller Nod
India's Indian Drug Regulatory Agency has approved India's first indigenous
mRNA vaccine candidate to initiate phase I/II human clinical trials. The novel
mRNA vaccine candidate HGCO19 was developed by Genova in Pune and
received seed funding under the Ind-CEPI mission of theDepartment of
Biotechnology of M/o Science & Technology.
Key Facts about mRNA Vaccine:
In 1994, scientists at the Karolinska Institute discovered an RNA vaccine for the
first time.
The earliest known attempt to use mRNA to fight diseases is attributed to
Hungarian biochemist KatalinKariko. He tested it on mice that showed positive
results.
In 2005, Derrick Rossi, a stem cell biologist at Harvard University, read Kariko's
paper and co-founded the biotechnology company Moderna with Robert Langer.
The latter saw its work in vaccine development.
Another mRNA biotechnology, BioNTech was established in Germany and
obtained a work permit from Kariko.
As of November 2020, no mRNA drugs that can be used in humans have been
approved. However, Moderna and BioNTech are both close to the emergency use
authorization of their mRNA-based COVID-19 vaccine.
Working of mRNA vaccines:
The function of the mRNA vaccine is different from the traditional vaccine.
Traditional vaccines stimulate antibody responses by injecting antigens into
humans. The mRNA vaccine injects fragments of viral RNA sequences directly
into cells, and then stimulates the cells to undergo an adaptive immune response.
mRNA fragments are specific fragments of the virus, with instructions for
establishing viral antigens. One advantage of RNA vaccines is that they can
stimulate cellular immunity. Unlike DNA vaccines, mRNA vaccines are more
fragile because themolecules degrade within minutes when exposed to the external
environment, so they need to be stored at extremely low temperatures.

Eluru Mystery Illness In Andhra Pradesh
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The city of Eluru in Andhra Pradesh suffers from mysterious diseases. The cause is
currently unknown, but it is being investigated.
Highlights:
The All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in New Delhi found traces of
lead and nickel in blood samples.
During the preliminary investigation, nickel was detected in milk samples
collected by Eluru.
The main suspicion is that heavy metals pollute water.
Scientists suspect that pesticides or insecticides have penetrated drinking water
sources.
Samples from local fish were collected.
As part of the Covid-19 prevention measures, the district government and Eluru
city company officials are also investigating whether excessive use of bleaching
powder and chlorine in sanitation programmes will cause water pollution.
Symptoms:
The reported symptoms include headache, vomiting, dizziness, convulsions,
seizures, nausea, anxiety, loss of consciousness and other neurological symptoms.
Action taken by the Government:
The West Godavari District Administration has deployed medical teams to monitor
residents of the town and nearby areas affected by mysterious diseases. The
medical rescue team conducted household surveys to check people's conditions.

Last Solar Eclipse of the Year is On 14 December
The Total Solar Eclipse on Monday - December 14, 2020, will be the last solar
eclipse of this year. Apart from Chile and Argentina, people living in southern parts
of South America, Southwest Africa and Antarctica will be able to witness partial
solar eclipses.
Highlights:
A solar eclipse is a natural event (also called an occultation) that takes place on
Earth when the Moon moves in its orbit between Earth and the Sun.
Solar Eclipse occurs at the new moon, that is, the sun and the moon combine with
each other.
During an eclipse, the moon's shadow (divided into two parts: dark umbra and
lighter penumbra) moves across Earth's surface.
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If the moon is only slightly close to the earth and orbits on the same plane, and its
orbit is circular, then there will be a lunar eclipse every month.
The moon's orbit is elliptical and inclined with respect to the earth's orbit, so only 5
solar eclipses can be seen each year.
By the position of the moon, sun & earth, the sun can be blocked entirely or
partially blocked.

P Ovale Malaria Has Been Identified In Kerala
A rare type of malaria, Plasmodium ovale, has been identified in a jawan in Kerala.
It is believed that the soldier was infected with Plasmodium ovale in Sudan and
contracted the virus in Sudan.
Key Facts:
Plasmodium ovale is one among 5 species of malarial parasites -Plasmodium
falciparum, Plasmodium vivax (the most common Plasmodium), Plasmodium
malariae, Plasmodium ovale, and Plasmodium Knowlesi.
It is called ovale, because about 20% of parasitic cells are oval in shape.
After a mosquito bite, the parasite can stay in the human spleen or liver for a long
time, even several years, and the person may develop symptoms in the future.
Symptoms include fever for 48 hours, headache & nausea, and rarely cause serious
illness.
The P ovale is very similar to P vivax, and the treatment is the same as for people
infected with P vivax.
Distinguishing between P vivax and P ovale can be tricky and can only be
distinguished by careful detection. P ovale malaria is endemic to the region of
tropical Western Africa. Outside of Africa, it is relatively unusual, with less than
1% of the isolates found.
The virus has been found in the Philippines, Indonesia and Papua New Guinea, but
it is still relatively rare in these areas.
Transmission in India:
According to the National Institute of Malaria Research - NIMR, the Kerala case
may be an isolated case. To date, there are no recorded cases of local transmission.
In the past, Gujarat, Kolkata, Odisha and Delhi have also reported individual cases.
However, no local transmissions have been recorded yet-which means these cases
have been obtained. In India, among the 1.57 lakhs cases of malaria in Orissa,
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Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Meghalaya and Madhya Pradesh in 2019, 1.1 lakhs cases
(70%) were falciparum malaria. By the World Malaria Report 2020, the number of
cases in India has dropped from approximately 20 million in 2000 to approximately
5.6 million in 2019.

E-Sanjeevani Telemedicine Service Records 1 Million Teleconsultations
The eSanjeevani telemedicine service of the Ministry of Health has exceeded 1
million teleconsultations.
Highlights:
The launch of eSanjeevani in India is said to be the first digital transformation of a
developing country to provide health services nationwide.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, eSanjeevaninot only achieved a huge digital
transformation in the provision of health services, but also promoted the country's
digital health ecosystem.
Telemedicine needs to use the Internet to provide medical services from a distance.
It can not only expand the coverage of medical services, but also improve the
quality of medical services while saving time and money.
"eSanjeevani" is a comprehensive web-based telemedicine solution.
"eSanjeevani" extends the reach of specialized healthcare services to people in
rural areas and remote communities.
Quality and accessibility have always been the core agenda of the programme.
eSanjeevani also aims to make healthcare services fair by bridging the digital
divide between urban and rural areas, between the rich and the poor.
eSanjeevani can also be used to provide medical education for interns, people
across various Common Service Centers (CSCs), etc.
The eSanjeevani initiative of the Ministry of Health provides services in two
streams in 28 states and Union territories.
The success of e-Sanjeevani:
- Patients in more than 550 districts of India are using eSanjeevani.
- More than one-tenth of eSanjeevani users are over 60 years old and above.
- Approximately 25% of patients use eSanjeevani multiple times.
- These prove the fact that the public has begun to prefer telemedicine instead of
going to the hospital's OPDs to consult a doctor.
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Vigyan Yatras to promote Scientific Temper among Masses being organised
by various institutions ahead of IISF 2020
Vigyan Yatras promoted Scientific Temper before the India International Science
Festival (IISF).
About India International Science Festival (IISF):
It was launched in 2015 to celebrate the development of Science and Technology
and demonstrate how science can bring India to developed countries in a short time.
The purpose is to allow the public to interact with science, celebrate the joy of
science, and show how science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM)
can provide us with solutions to improve the quality of life. The Ministry of
Science & Technology and the Ministry of Earth Sciences have collaborated with
VijnanaBharati (VIBHA) to create a unique platform for the Indian International
Science Festival, which aims to stimulate people's curiosity and make learning
more meaningful.
About VigyanYatra:
VigyanYatra is a promotional event of the India International Science Festival. In
this event, the mobile science exhibition kicked off from many cities in the country.
The vision of this scientific journey is to promote scientific temper and instill a
scientific culture in the public. The program has also stimulated the minds of young
people, because science exhibition mobile vans are viewed by all local
school/university students that create interest in science and generate awareness
about the IISF. Due to the unprecedented Covid-19 pandemic, the sixth edition of
IISF will be organized on a virtual platform. Approximately 30 locations have been
identified across the country where this science journey will be organized. Eminent
science communicators, innovators, teachers, students and research scholars of the
locality will be felicitated.

PM interacts with industries, startups and academia from Space sector
The Prime Minister of India interacted with key industries, start-ups and academia
in the space sector through video conferences to encourage them to participate in
space activities.
Highlights:
The PM expressed the hope that the country will become a manufacturing hub for
aerospace assets as soon as possible when interacting with the leaders of the space
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industry.
PM outlined his vision to ensure that the benefits of the space program reach the
poorest.
Just as Indian talents have been able to gain a global reputation in the IT field, the
Prime Minister also hopes that even the aerospace field can do this in the near
future.
Make a historic decision to open up the space sector and involve the Indian private
sector in the entire space activities.
With the establishment of the Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization
Center (IN-SPACe), these reforms will provide a level playing field for private
companies and start-ups.
These proposals involve a wide range of activities, including satellite
constellations, small satellite launch vehicles, ground stations, geospatial services,
propulsion systems and application products.
The decision to unleash India's potential in the space sector heralds a new era of
public-private cooperation in this area.
Private investment in this field will lead to the creation of high-tech jobs, which
will provide a large number of opportunities for the talent pool of IIT/NIT and
other technical institutions.
This move demonstrates faith and belief in the capabilities of the private sector in
the space sector and it will promote more innovation.

Covid-19 triggered Mucormycosis Fungal Infection
Doctors witnessed increased cases of Covid-19 triggered Mucormycosis. The low
immunity of Covid-19 patients makes them more susceptible to this fungal
infection. Mucormycosis, also known as black fungus or zygomycosis, is a serious
but rare fungal infection caused by a group of molds called mucormycosis.
Types of Mucormycosis:
Rhinocerebral (Sinus and Brain) Mucormycosis
Pulmonary (Lung) Mucormycosis
Gastrointestinal Mucormycosis
Cutaneous (Skin) Mucormycosis
Disseminated Mucormycosis
Transmission:
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It occurs by inhaling, inoculation or ingesting spores from the environment.
Mucormycosis will not spread from person to person or from person to animal. It
usually occurs in people who have health problems or take medicines that will
reduce the lower body's ability to fight germs and sickness.
Symptoms:
General symptoms are single face swelling and numbness, headache, nasal or sinus
congestion, black lesions in the bridge of the nose or upper part of the mouth, fever,
abdominal pain, nausea, and gastrointestinal bleeding.
Treatment:
Treatment with prescription antifungals is required to prevent mucormycosis and
other mold infections. Usually, mucormycosis requires surgery to remove the
infected tissue.

Dop Launched Dakpay App
The India Post Payment Bank (IPPB) and the Department of Posts (DoP) launched
a digital payment application called "DakPay" on 15 December,2020.
Highlights:
The main target of the app is to provide digital financial services on the last mile of
India.
The application was launched by Ravi Shankar Prasad, Minister of
Communications, Electronics and Information Technology and Law and Justice.
The application "DakPay" will provide DoP and IPPB customers with convenient
digital transactions and other banking and postal services.
This innovative application will help people to send and receive money easily.
People without a smartphone can also use this application for money transactions
with the help of a postman.
DakPay is not only a digital payment application, but also a set of digital financial
and assisted banking services provided by India Post and IPPB through a trusted
postal network across the country to meet the financial needs of all the sections of
the society.
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ENVIRONMENT
Myristica Swamp Tree frog Has Been Recorded For The First Time
The Myristica Swamp Tree frog was recorded for the first time in the Thrissur area
of Kerala. These are unique to the Western Ghats. The scientific name of Myristica
Swamp Tree frog is Mercurana myristicapalustris
Myristica Swamp Tree frog:
Myristica Swamp Tree frog is a Rare arboreal species (and walking around, living
in or between trees). The frog will be only active for a few weeks during the
breeding season.
Unlike other frogs, the breeding season begins in the pre-monsoon season (May)
and ends before the monsoon is fully active in June. Before the end of the breeding
season, the female and male frogs descend to the forest floor together.
The female digs mud and lays eggs in shallow caves. After reproduction and
spawning, they retreat to the high canopy of the tree and remain elusive until the
next breeding season.
The Myristica swamp is a tropical freshwater swamp forest with a large number of
nutmeg trees. The Myristica tree is the most primitive flowering plant on earth.
Evergreen, water-tolerant trees have stilted roots, which help them stand upright in
thick black moist alluvial soil. The trees formed a dense forest with a closed
canopy. Swamps are usually found in valleys, making them easily submerged
during monsoon rains.
Studies have shown that the swamps that once occupied large areas of dense
Western Ghats are now restricted to less than 200 hectares of land in the country.
Besides, the Myristica swamps of the Western Ghats have become fragmented, and
Kerala occupies a significant share of this habitat.
Except for other areas in Karnataka and Goa, this special wetland has almost
disappeared from the Indian subcontinent due to climate change in the past 18,000
to 50,000 years (late Pleistocene).

International Bank Applauds Indias Efforts Towards River Rejuvenation &
Cleanliness
The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development praised India's efforts
in river rejuvenation.
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Highlights:
The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) and the Center for Ganga River
Basin Management and Studies (cGanga) organized a discussion at the 5th India
Water Impact Summit.
The India Water Impact Summit is an annual event where several stakeholders
gather to discuss, debate and develop model solutions for some of the biggest waterrelated problems in the country.
The International Bank for Reconstruction & Development stated that it is very
proud of all the work has done in India, especially in curbing open defecation.
IBRD also highlighted that the way to deal with open defecation problems has
changed. Emphasis on education and awareness of the dangers of open defecation,
as well as attention to infrastructure, has always been the key to success.
River cleaning exercise:
At the "Digital Water" conference, India clearly stated its intention to cooperate
with the United States to establish India's digital foundation for the water sector.
A US representative who participated in the discussion said that water "equity" is
significant and shared the success story of the "US Clean Water Act."
US companies hope to cooperate with their Indian peers to accelerate the entry of
innovative technologies and solutions into the Indian market, and propose areas
ranging from artificial intelligence to the most advanced infrastructure development
methods. Interestingly, India also launched the "Jal Jeevan Mission", the goal of
which is to distribute water equally to all people. It is noteworthy that the Namami
Ganges Mission has the advantages of policy and financial factors. The discussion
was part of the 5th India Water Impact Summit organized by the National Mission
for Clean Ganga (NMCG) and the Center for Ganga River Basin Management and
Studies (cGanga).

Five Years of Paris Climate Accord on 12 December
India reaffirmed its commitment to the Paris Climate Accord, prior to the Climate
Ambition Summit which will start on December 12, 2020, in Glasgow, Scotland.
The Climate Ambition Summit 2020 will commemorate the 5th anniversary of the
Paris Agreement. It will provide a platform for government and non-governmental
leaders to demonstrate their commitment to the Paris Agreement and multilateral
processes.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 14 - December 20, 2020)

Climate Ambition Summit 2020:
Goal: To formulate new, ambitious commitments based on the three pillars of the
Paris Agreement, namely mitigation, adaptation and financial obligations.
Scope: The summit will provide a meaningful platform for companies, cities, and
other non-state actors to work together and cooperate to support the government
and accelerate the systemic changes required to reduce emissions and build
resilience.
Organizer: United Nations, United Kingdom and France in cooperation with Chile
and Italy.
Paris Climate Accord:
- Legal status: This is a legally binding international treaty on climate change.
- Adoption: At the Conference of Parties COP 21 held in Paris in December 2015,
196 countries passed the agreement.
- Target: Compared with the pre-industrial level, limit global warming to below 2
degrees Celsius, preferably below 1.5 degrees Celsius.
- Goal: In order to achieve long-term temperature goals, the purpose of all countries
is to reach the peak of global greenhouse gas emissions as soon as possible to
achieve a climate-neutral world before the middle of this century.
Current Status of Global Emissions:
Five years after the signing of the Paris Agreement, all states have submitted their
national contributions to mitigate and adapt to climate change. The contribution is
not enough to reach the limit of less than 2 degrees Celsius and are even much
higher than the temperature limit of 1.5-degree celsius set by the Paris Agreement.
Except for India, only Bhutan, the Philippines, Costa Rica, Ethiopia, Morocco and
Gambia comply with the agreement. China is the highest greenhouse gas emitter of
nearly 30% while the US accounts for 13.5% and the EU accounts for 8.7%.
India's Current Emissions:
The United Nations report released earlier this year stated that India's per capita
emissions are actually 60% lower than the global average. The country's emissions
increased by 1.4% in 2019, which is far below the average annual level of 3.3%
over the past decade.
Some of the Measures taken by India to Control Emissions:
Bharat Stage (BS) VI specifications: These are the emission control standards
established by the government to check air pollution. National Solar Energy
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Mission: This is a major initiative of the Indian and state governments to promote
sustainable ecological growth while addressing India's energy security challenges.
National Wind-solar Hybrid Policy 2018: The main goal of this policy is to provide
a framework to promote the development of large-scale grid-connected wind-solar
photovoltaic (PV) hybrid systems for optimal and efficient utilization of wind and
solar resources, transmission infrastructure and land. All these and many other
initiatives have helped India reduce 164 million kilograms of carbon dioxide
emissions.

Himalayan Serow Has Been Sighted For The First Time
In the cold Himalayan desert area of Spiti, Himachal Pradesh, Himalayan Serow
was first seen. Wildlife officials believe that this particular animal may have
escaped from the Rupi Baba Wildlife Sanctuary into the Spiti Valley.
Himalayan Serow:
Scientific name: The Himalayan serow, or Capricornissumatraensisthar
It is a subspecies of the mainland serow (Capricornissumatraensis). It is similar to a
cross between goat, donkey, cow and pig.
This is a medium-sized mammal with a large head, thick neck, short limbs, long mshaped ears and black hair.
There are several species of serows, all found in Asia. The Himalayan serows are
usually found at altitudes between 2,000 and 4,000 meters.
They are known to be found in the eastern, central and western parts of the
Himalayas, but not found in the Trans Himalayan region. It is a herbivores.
IUCN Red List status: Vulnerable
Himalayan serows are listed in Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act 1972,
which provides absolute protection.

Indian Gaur Visible In The Urban Landscape Of Pune
The Indian Bison became the focus of the news because it was visible in the urban
landscape of Pune, leading to its arrest and death due to injuries. The tragic news of
its death brought the conflict between the people of the country and Gaur into the
focus of attention.
Indian Gaur:
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Scientific name: BosGaurus.
It is one of the largest cattle in existence. It is one of the largest species among the
wild cattle.
Habitat: Gaurs appear in forest hills and grasslands from South Asia to Southeast
Asia.
They exist in India, China, Thailand, Malaysia, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal. The
Western Ghats in southern India is one of the most extensive Gaul fortresses in
existence, especially in the Wayanad, Nagarhole, Mudumalai, Bandipur complex.
Gaur is the state animal of Goa and Bihar.
IUCN status: Vulnerable
The Indian government has included it in Schedule 1 of the Wildlife Protection Act
1972.
It is listed in CITES Appendix I.
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BILLS & ACTS
International Financial Services Centres Authority Act Was Established
In the 2020 Union Budget, the Union Minister of Finance announced the
establishment of an International Bullion Exchange at the International Financial
Service Centre in GIFT, Gandhinagar, Gujarat.
Highlights:
The International Financial Services Centre Authority (IFSCA) stated that it had
notified the bullion exchange regulations, paving the way for the establishment of
an entire ecosystem for bullion transactions, including bullion exchange,
depository, and clearinghouse.
These regulations especially cover Bullion Exchanges, Clearing Corporations,
Depository and Vaults.
The Indian government has notified the bullion spot delivery contracts and bullion
depository receipts (with bullion as underlying) as financial products and related
services as financial services under the International Financial Services Centre.
IFSCA, headquartered in Gujarat, has been authorized to supervise all financial
services of IFSC.
This move may lead to the better discovery of gold prices, create more jobs and
strengthen India's position in the global bullion market.
GIFT City will establish an international bullion exchange as another option for
global market participants to trade.
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PERSONS
International Bharathi Festival - 138th Birthday Of Mahakavi Subramanya
Bharathi
International Bharathi Festival 2020 was organized by the Vanavil Cultural Center
to celebrate the 138th birthday of Mahakavi Subramanya Bharathi, and Scholar
Shri Seeni Viswanathan won the Bharati Award 2020.
Subramanya Bharathi:
He is widely known as "MahakaviBharathi" and is a Tamil writer, poet, journalist,
Indian independent activist, social reformer and polyglot. He fought for the
liberation of women, opposed child marriage, and advocated the reform
ofBrahmanism and religion. Bharati as a young man and began his career in 1904
as a journalist and associate editor in "Swadesamitran". He launched the weekly
"India" in May 1906. It declared the three slogans of the French Revolution:
Freedom, Equality and Fraternity.
"India" was the 1st paper in Tamil Nadu to publish political cartoons. Bharati
opposed the caste system. He took a series of revolutionary measures to challenge
orthodoxy by decorating many Dalits in Tamil Nadu on upanayana (sacred thread).
Bharati advocated & ensured entry of Dalits into temples. He visualized "woman"
as Shakti or Power. Bharati also published the cover of "Chakravarthini" magazine
in 1906, which focused on empowering Indian women.
He also advocated and campaigned women's participation in politics, their rights
and education. The Bharati Award was instituted by the Vanavil Cultural Center in
1994 and is awarded every year to outstanding individuals who have made
outstanding contributions in any field related to society and who have worked hard
to realize Bharati's dream.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Helpage India Has Been Presented The UN Population Award
HelpAge India won the 2020 UN Population Award in the Institution category. The
Queen Mother of Bhutan, Gyalyum Sangay Choden Wangchuck, won the 2020 UN
Population Award for Individuals for her work on sexual health and the elimination
of gender-based violence.
Highlights:
Every year, the United Nations Population Award Committee recognizes
individuals or institutions for their outstanding contributions to population and
reproductive health problems and solutions.
The award was first established in 1981 by the General Assembly and was first
awarded in 1983. The award includes a gold medal, a diploma and a currency
award.
It is India's leading charity organization, working with disadvantaged seniors and
serving them for nearly 40 years. It was established in 1978 and was registered
under the Association Registration Act of 1860.
This is the first time in the history of the United Nations Population Award that
this honour has been awarded to an institution in India.
Since the establishment of the award in 1981, in the past four decades, only two
Indians have won the award: the former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1983 and
the industrialist-philanthropist Tata in 1992.

Ramanujan Prize Awarded Annually To Young Mathematicians
The Ramanujan Prize is awarded annually to young mathematicians younger than
45 years old who have conducted outstanding research in developing countries.
Highlights:
The award was established by the Department of Science and Technology (DST)
to commemorate the pure mathematics genius Srinivasa Ramanujan, who was
essentially self-taught and made outstanding contributions to elliptic functions,
continuous fractions, infinite series and analytical theory of numbers.
Researchers working in any branch of mathematical sciences are qualified. The
award includes a cash prize of $15,000.
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In the virtual ceremony, the Brazilian Institute of Pure and Applied Mathematics
(IMPA) awarded the "2020 Young Mathematician Ramannuyan Prize" to the
mathematician Carolina Araujo.
Her field of work focuses on two-way geometry, aiming to classify and describe
the structure of algebraic varieties.

Seven People Won UNEP 2020 Young Championships
The United Nations Environment Programme has appointed seven energetic
environmentalists as young champions of the planet. Every year, seven
entrepreneurs under the age of 30 win the "Young Champions of the Earth" award.
Background:
Every year, seven entrepreneurs under the age of 30 win the "Young Champions of
the Earth" award. These entrepreneurs should have bold ideas about sustainable
environmental change. The winners of this award will receive guidance, seed
funding, and communication support to expand their efforts. The Youth Champion
Award aims to encourage more young people to get closer to the United Nations
Ecosystem Recovery Decade (2021-2030), the United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP26, to be held in Glasgow in November 2021) and the United
Nations Conference on Biological Diversity (to be Held in Kunming in May 2021).
Prize Winners:
The following seven individuals have won the 2020 Earth Youth Championships
of the United Nations Environment Programme
Nzambi Matee from Kenya - He is a materials engineer and was awarded for using
recycled plastic waste and sand to produce low-cost building materials.
Xiao Yuanren of China - He leads the MyH20 organization, which tests and
records the quality of groundwater in rural China. He won an award for developing
an app that will educate communities in rural areas about clean water.
Vidyut Mohan from India - He is the co-founder of Takachar. He built affordable
portable biomass upgrade equipment. It allows farmers to prevent open burning by
converting crops into fuel, activated carbon and fertilizer.
Lefteris Arapakis in Greece - He founded Enaleia. It trains, empowers and inspires
local fishing communities to collect plastic from the sea. The collected plastic is
recycled into fashion goods, such as socks and swimsuits.
American Niria Alicia Garcia (Niria Alicia Garcia) - Niria coordinated with the
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indigenous activist community to bring the Sacramento Chinook Salmon back to
life on a historical trip to California's largest watershed.
Fatehmah Alzelzela in Kuwait - Fatehmah established Eco Star, a non-profit
recycling program. It exchanges trees and plants for waste from schools,
households and businesses in Kuwait. So far, the company has recycled 130 tons of
metal, plastic and paper.
Max Hidalgo Quinto from Peru - Max founded Yawa. He built a portable wind
turbine that can harvest 300 liters of water per day from atmospheric humidity and
fog. It uses air-water technology.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Union Jal Shakti Minister inaugurates 5th India Water Impact Summit IWIS
The 5thIndia Water Impact Summit (IWIS), organized by the National Mission for
Clean Ganga and the Center for Ganga River Basin Management and Studies
(cGanga). The theme is the comprehensive analysis and overall management of
local rivers and water bodies, with the focus on Arth Ganga- river conservation
synchronised development.
Highlights:
The India Water Impact Summit is an annual event where stakeholders gather to
discuss, debate and develop model solutions to some of the country's biggest waterrelated problems.
The 5th IWIS will strengthen the interaction between investors and stakeholders in
the water sector, and promote international cooperation in water and river
management between India and many other countries.
It will bring various stakeholders together to discuss, debate and develop model
solutions to some of the most significant water-related issues in the country.
As part of the Gyan Ganga project, it has witnessed interactions with scientists and
researchers at the national and international levels.
The summit will try to discuss and solve the problems of agriculture, urban and
rural human settlements, tourism, energy and flood management on both sides of
the river.
This summit aims to work hard to implement the Prime Minister's vision of Arth
Ganga on the ground.
Some people say that river protection itself is an economic activity that provides
employment opportunities for many people and contributes to GDP.

India-Uzbekistan Virtual Summit Was Held
In a recent virtual summit, India and Uzbekistan have deliberated on expanding
bilateral relations, aiming to expand cooperation in the fields of new and renewable
energy, digital technology, cybersecurity and information sharing. These
agreements also include cooperation on connectivity projects in Afghanistan and its
peace process, trilateral dialogue with Iran, and combating terrorism.
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Highlights:
India & Uzbekistan have agreed to work towards an early conclusion of the
"Bilateral Investment Treaty" to promote investment promotion and protection and
to improve trade and economic cooperation further.
The Indian side confirmed the approval of a 448 million US dollar Line of Credit
which India will expand to use for Uzbekistan's four development projects in the
fields of road construction, sewage treatment and information technology.
The Indian side reiterated its commitment to deepen further the development
partnership between India and Uzbekistan, including within the framework of the
dialogue between India and Central Asia.
Uzbekistan expressed its desire to explore the possibility of implementing priority
development projects in Uzbekistan as part of the one-billion-dollar Line of Credit
that India provided to Central Asian countries at the second meeting of the IndiaCentral Asia Dialogue.
The two sides agreed to cooperate in responding to threats and challenges to
national and regional security. They also agreed to strengthen further cooperation
between law enforcement agencies and special service agencies of the two
countries under the framework of the Uzbekistan-India Joint Anti-Terrorism
Working Group.
The leaders strongly condemned terrorism in all forms and manifestations, and
reiterated their country's determination to combat this threat by destroying
terrorist's safe havens, networks, infrastructure, and financing channels.
They also emphasized that every country must ensure that its territory is not used
to launch terrorist attacks against other countries. The two sides also called for the
finalization of the "Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism" as soon
as possible.
The leaders pointed out that the establishment of peace and stability in Afghanistan
is vital to the security and stability of the entire region.
The two sides agreed to strengthen cooperation in the United Nations and other
international and regional organizations, including through mutual support. They
called for a reform of the United Nation (UN) agencies, including the Security
Council, and expansion of two types of membership.
Uzbekistan reiterated its support for India's candidacy for permanent membership
of the UN Security Council.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 14 - December 20, 2020)

Previously, India and Uzbekistan signed 9 agreements and memorandums of
understanding covering various fields, including solar energy, digital technology
and high-impact community development projects (HICDP).

TWG Meeting Held Among India, Iran, And Uzbekistan On Chabahar Port
The first Trilateral Working Group (TWG) Meeting between India, Iran and
Uzbekistan on the joint use of Chabahar Port was held.
Highlights:
The meeting was co-chaired by the Secretary (Shipping), Government of India, the
Deputy Minister of Transport of Uzbekistan and the Deputy Minister of Transport
of Iran.
During the meeting, participants discussed the joint use of Chabahar Port for trade
and transit purposes and to enhance regional connectivity.
All parties also welcome India's proposal to hold a "Chabahar Day" during the
International Maritime Summit scheduled to be hosted by India in January 2021.
The meeting was a follow-up to the decisions made during the virtual summit
between the Prime Minister of India and the President of Uzbekistan.

Opening Ceremony Of the 12th GRIHA Summit
The opening ceremony of the 12th Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment
(GRIHA) Summit was organized virtually.
Highlights:
Theme: Rejuvenating Resilient Habitats.
Purpose: As a platform to discuss innovative technologies and solutions, this will
help in creating robust mechanism to develop sustainable and resilient solutions for
the benefit of the entire community.
Launching the event: During the event, the Vice President of India released the
"SHASHWAT" magazine and the book "30 Stories Beyond Architecture".
Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment (GRIHA) is the national rating
system of India for any completed building construction.
GRIHA is recognised as India's own green building rating system in India's
Intended Nationally Determined Contributions(INDC) submitted to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
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Created By: It was conceived by The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) and
developed jointly with the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy.

IWIS Organized By The National Mission For Clean Ganga NMCG
The 5th India Water Impact Summit (IWIS) organized by the National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG) and the Center for Ganga River Basin Management and
Studies (cGanga) has held virtually.
Key Facts:
The India Water Impact Summit 2020 is a five-day summit. Experts and scholars
from all around the world participate in the meeting to discuss and debate issues
related to water conservation, water security and river rejuvenation.
Theme: Focus on the comprehensive analysis and overall management of local
rivers and water bodies in Arth Ganga- river conservation synchronised
development.
At the event, the Norwegian Institute of Bioeconomyand cGanga signed a
memorandum of understanding to develop a sludge management framework in
India.
National Mission for Clean Ganga - NMCG:
NMCG is the wing of the National Council for Rejuvenation, Protection, and
Management of River Ganga also known as national Ganga Council (in 2016;
which replaced the NRGBA). NMCG was established in 2011 and is a registered
society. It has a two-level management structure, including Governing Council and
an Executive Committee.
The goals & objectives of NMCG:
In order to ensure effective control of the Ganges River pollution and
rehabilitation, a river basin approach is adopted to promote inter-departmental
coordination for comprehensive planning and management.
To maintain minimum ecological flow in the river Ganga with the aim of ensuring
water quality and environmentally sustainable development.
In 2014, NamamiGangeProgramme' was launched as an Integrated Conservation
Mission, to accomplish the twin objectives of effective abatement of pollution,
conservation, and rejuvenation of National River Ganga.
Centre for Ganga River Basin Management and Studies (cGanga):
It was established in 2016 at the Indian Institute of Technology (IITK) in Kanpur.
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The centre is a centre of excellence for collecting data, creating and disseminating
knowledge and information for the sustainable development of the Ganga River
Basin. The centre provides a comprehensive think tank for the National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG) with its established goals and objectives for the Ganges
River Basin.

IMS Organized TROPMET-2020
The Indian Meteorological Society (IMS) and the North Eastern Space Application
Center organized a 4-day virtual seminar on Tropical Meteorology, called
TROPMET-2020.
Highlights:
The theme of the event is "Weather and Climate Services over Mountainous
Regions".
During the symposium, well-known scientists will give several speeches and
lectures, including a special speech by the Deputy Secretary-General of the World
Meteorological Organization.
This is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting the development of
meteorology and related sciences.
It is committed to disseminating knowledge in the field and applying meteorology
and related sciences to various constructive human activities, such as agriculture
and land use, irrigation and power development, maritime and air navigation,
engineering technology, medicine and public health, etc.
Hold lectures, symposiums, etc., and publish books and journals, etc on
meteorology
North Eastern Space Applications Centre (NESAC):
North Eastern Space Applications Centre (NESAC) was established as a joint
initiative of the Department of Space (DOS, GOI) and the North Eastern Council
(NEC) and came into being in 2000. The center helps expand the development
process of the region by providing advanced space technology support. It uses
space and technology to provide services to the northeastern states of India. It is
located in Shillong, Meghalaya.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
New Vice President ABU Was Elected
CEO, Prasar Bharati was elected as the Vice President of Asia Pacific Broadcasting
Union (ABU).
Asia Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU):
ABU was established in 1964 and is a non-profit, non-governmental, non-political
professional association whose mission is to assist the development of broadcasting
in the Asia-Pacific region.
ABU promotes the collective interests of television and radio stations and major
industry players, and promotes regional and international media cooperation.
It is a member of the World Broadcaster's Union and works closely with other
regional broadcasting unions on other issues of common concern, such as reserving
frequencies for broadcasters, harmonization of operating and technical broadcasting
standards and systems, and finalizing the Broadcasting Treaty.
Currently, ABU has more than 260 members in more than 70 countries on four
continents. It is headquartered in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Day of Neutrality is observed on 12 December
Any sovereign country that restricts all countries from participating in wars
between other countries and maintains a fair attitude towards the warring parties is
called a neutral country. The International Neutrality Day is set on December 12.
Highlights:
The purpose of this day is to promote the use of preventive diplomacy, which is a
core goal of the United Nations.
The actions of the United Nations are aimed at raising public awareness of the
neutral value of international relations.
International Neutrality Day was officially announced in February 2017 by a
resolution of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).
This date was first observed on December 12, 2017. Observance of this day shows
that neutrality is very important for the United Nations to gain trust. Cooperate with
all member states to operate independently and effectively.
Any sovereign country that restricts all countries from participating in wars
between other countries and maintains a fair attitude towards the warring parties is
called a neutral country. In turn, the belligerent should recognize this abstention
and fairness.

International Universal Health Coverage Day is observed on 12 December
This day reminds everyone that no matter who they are or where they live, they
should be able to get the quality medical care they need without facing financial
difficulties. December 12, every year is the International Universal Health
Coverage Day.
Highlights:
The theme of UHC Day 2020 is 'Health for all: protect everyone. UHC Day
Campaign on 12 December 2020 will mark one year since the first cases of
COVID-19 were reported.
Celebrate this day globally to demonstrate the importance of universal health
coverage (UHC) for a resilient and robust health system.
This day reminds everyone that no matter who they are or where they live, they
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should be able to get the quality medical care they need without facing financial
difficulties.
On December 12, 2012, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passed a
resolution on global health and accelerated the process of achieving universal
health coverage (UHC).
On September 25, 2015, the UNGA (United Nations General Assembly) passed a
resolution on "Change Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development"
and gave the goal of achieving universal health coverage by 2030. Provide
everyone with safe, high-quality and affordable essential medicines and vaccines.
UHC ensures that people of all groups, religions, castes, etc. receive quality
medical services without any financial difficulties. It includes high-quality
treatment, health services, rehabilitation, from health promotion to prevention and
palliative care.

National Energy Conservation Day is organized on 14th December
The Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) holds "National Energy Conservation
Day" on December 14 every year, to show India's achievements in energy
efficiency and energy conservation. The "National Energy Conservation Award"
will be awarded at that time.
Highlights:
Every year, a "National Energy Conservation Award Program" is also organized to
commend and encourage the efforts of various organizations that achieve efficient
use and conservation of energy.
The award also recognizes the energy efficiency achievements of industries,
institutions and institutions in 56 sub-sectors, including regional railways, railway
workshops and stations, municipalities, thermal power plants, power distribution
companies, nationally designated agents, hospitals, hotels, shopping centres and
BEE Manufacturing electrical appliances or equipment with an asterisk in the
trademark.
In addition to awarding certificates to the winners of the National Energy
Conservation Award Program, BEE also awards certificates to the winners of the
National Energy Conservation Painting Competition, to increase school children's
awareness of energy efficiency and energy conservation.
The Energy Conservation (EC) Act was enacted in 2001 to reduce the energy
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intensity of the Indian economy. The Bureau of Energy Efficiency - BEE was
established at the central government in 2002 as a statutory body to promote the
implementation of the EC law. It operates under the Ministry of Electric Power.

Vijay Diwas Celebrated Across India
On December 16, 2019, India commemorated its victory over Pakistan in the 1971
war. India fought against Pakistan helping Bangladesh gain its freedom and won
the war. On the same day, Bangladesh celebrates its independence.
Highlights:
To commemorate the victory of India and to pay tribute to the soldiers who fought
in the war, the three army chiefs reached the war memorial in Delhi.
They paid tribute to the brave soldiers who lost their lives in the war. PM Modi
and Defense Minister Rajnath Singh, as well as other senior leaders, also paid
tribute to the soldiers.
It was on this day that the Pakistani army with 93,000 soldiers surrendered. 1971
War India and Pakistan faced each other with their armed forces for 13 days
between December 3, 1971, and December 16, 1971, over the freedom of
Bangladesh.
The armies clashed in the US on Eastern and Western fronts. The war ended on
December 16, 1971, after the armies signed the instrument of surrender and
announced a new nation to Bangladesh.
The NRC and the Indian War Government seal the date of the NRC of Assam as
March 24, 1971. This is because the war officially began on that particular date.
On March 24, 1971, the Pakistani army opened fire in Rangpur, Chittagong, and
Syedpur, killing more than 1,000 people. Thereafter, the number of immigrants
from Bangladesh to Assam and other nearby states increased. Hence, the date of the
NRC is sealed on March 24, 1971.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
Government of India and NDB sign agreement
The government of India (GOI) signed a loan agreement with the New
Development Bank (NDB) for a loan of $1,000 million.
About Agreement:
The government of India (GOI) signed a loan agreement with the New
Development Bank (NDB) for a loan of $1,000 million for supporting India's
economic recovery from COVID-19' by supporting expenditures on rural
infrastructure related to Natural Resource Management (NRM) and rural
employment generation under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS).

Mou Signed Between India And The USA
The Cabinet approved an MoU between India and the United States to exchange
information in areas of common interest in the electricity sector.
Highlights:
The MoU signed between the Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC)
of India and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) of the United
States.
The MoU will help to improve the regulatory and policy framework to establish an
effective wholesale electricity market and improve grid reliability.
CERC is a statutory body operating under Sec 76 of the Electricity Act 2003.
It was originally established in 1998 under the Electricity Regulatory Commission
Act of 1998.
The committee intends to promote competition, efficiency, and economy in the
bulk power market, improve supply quality, promote investment, and recommend
the government to eliminate institutional barriers to bridge the gap in demand and
supply, thereby promoting consumer interests.
Some of the functions of CERC:
Regulate electricity prices for power generation companies owned or controlled by
the central government;
Regulate electricity transmission between inter-state.
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Determine the electricity price for inter-State transmission of electricity.
Charge fees for the purposes of the Act.
Specify the grid code according to the grid standard;
Specify and implement standards regarding the quality, continuity, and reliability
of the licensee's services;
When necessary, determine the transaction margin in the inter-state power
transaction;
CERC also performs some advisory functions, such as formulating National
Electricity Policies and Tariff Policies.
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INDEX / LIST
First-Phase Data of the NFHS-5 2019-20 Has Been Released
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has released the first phase of the 2019-20
National Family Health Survey 5 (NFHS-5) data. The NFHS is a large-scale multiround survey conducted in a representative sample of households throughout India.
Highlights:
All NFHS are conducted under the leadership of the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare of the Government of India, and the International Institute of Population
Sciences (IIPS) in Mumbai is the institution of this node.
IIPS was established in 1956 under the co-sponsorship of Sir Dorabji Tata Trust,
the Government of India and the United Nations (UN). It has now become the
premier institute for population studies, training and research developing countries
in Asia and the Pacific.
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the second phase of the investigation (covering the
remaining states) was postponed, and the results are expected to be announced in
May 2021.
The data captured by NFHS-5 during 2014-19 is similar in content to NFHS-4
(2015-16), can be compared over time, and also indicates changes. It provides an
indicator for tracking the country's 30 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to
be achieved by 2030.
However, NFHS-5 includes some new topics such as preschool education,
disability, toilet facilities, death registration, bathing habits during menstruation,
and methods and causes of abortion. In 2019, NFHS-5 sought for the first time
detailed information on the proportion of men and women who used the Internet.
Data Analysis:
Although sanitation conditions have improved and people have access to more fuel
and drinking water, several states across the country have reversed roads and
recorded deterioration in child malnutrition. The latest data capture the health status
of the states before the pandemic. Some states have witnessed insignificant
improvements or continued reversals in the four key indicators of malnutrition in
children (under 5 years of age). The four key indicators are child stunting, child
waste, the proportion of underweight children and child mortality. The data of these
indicators are also used in multiple global indexes, such as the Global Hunger
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Index.
Child Stunting:
The most surprising reversal occurred in children with stunting, reflecting chronic
malnutrition, and refers to the percentage of under-age children. Compared with
any other factors, the developmental delay may have long-term adverse effects on
children's cognitive and physical development. Telangana, Gujarat, Kerala,
Maharashtra and West Bengal have seen an increase in stunting in children. Under
normal circumstances, the reversal of stunting in children is a "great trouble", and
the level of stunting has not increased, because, with the development of stable
democracies and economic development, all factors affecting children's growth are
improving.
Child Wasting:
It reflects severe malnutrition and refers to children who are underweight and tall.
India has been wasting children. Telangana, Kerala, Bihar, Assam, and Jammu
Kashmir did not decrease, but increased, while Maharashtra and West Bengal
stagnated.
Children Underweight:
Among the underweight children, the number of children in major states such as
Gujarat, Maharashtra, West Bengal, Telangana, Assam and Kerala has increased.
Child mortality:
Infant mortality (the number of deaths per 1,000 live births for children under one
year of age) and under-five mortality data are mostly stagnant. Between NFHS-3
(2005-05) and NFHS-4, progress has been made in reducing mortality, but NFHS-5
and NFHS-4 are separated by about five years. In many states, little progress has
been made. In Maharashtra, the under-five mortality rate is the same in NFHS-4,
and in Bihar, it has been reduced by only 3% in five years. Child malnutrition is the
cause of over 60% of the child mortality rate. This is the central issue that needs to
be resolved.
Urban-Rural Gender Gap In Internet Use:
In several states and labour union regions, there are urban-rural gaps and gender
gaps in Internet use. On average, less than three in ten women in rural India and
four in ten women in urban India have used the Internet Routine data: On average,
42.6% of women have used the Internet, while the average proportion of men is
62.16%. In urban areas of India, an average of 56.81% of women have used the
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Internet, while an average of 73.76% of men. In rural areas of India: 33.94% of
women in rural areas of India have used the Internet, while the proportion of men is
55.6%. In rural India, the proportion of women who have used the Internet has
dropped significantly.

UNESCOs 2020 State Of Education For India Report
UNESCO recently released the State of Education Report (SER) in India. The
report highlights the vision of Technical and Vocational Education and Training
(TVET) contained in India's new National Education Policy 2020. UNESCO
formulated the TVET strategy (2016-21). The strategy is consistent with the
Sustainable Development Goals and the Education 2030 Action Plan.
TVET:
It refers to the learning of technology, the mastery of practical skills, the
understanding and knowledge related to the profession and various departments.
Vocational and technical education and training are very important to promote
youth employment and entrepreneurship. It promotes equality and gender equality.
It facilitates the transition to a sustainable society and green economy.
TVET in India:
According to the UNESCO report on the state of education in India, there are
currently thousands of universities in India operating under vocational bachelor's
degree programs. Approximately 10,158 state government schools provide
vocational education to 1.2 million students. TVET will help India build a strong
workforce. According to the National Skills Development and Entrepreneurship
Policy, India's goal is to create a workforce of 110 million people by 2022.
According to the report on the state of education in India, India is currently training
10 million young people through many programs.

Human Development Index - UNDP
According to the Human Development Report -HDR 2020 released by the United
Nations Development Program (UNDP), India ranked 131st out of 189 countries in
the Human Development Index (HDI) in 2019, a drop of two places from the
previous year.
Highlights:
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The Human Development Index (HDI) is a measure of the health, education, and
living standards of a country.
The life expectancy of Indians in 2019 is 69.7 years.
The life expectancy in Bangladesh is 72.6 years and that in Pakistan is 67.3 years.
India, Bhutan (129), Bangladesh (133), Nepal (142), and Pakistan (154) were
ranked among countries with Medium Human Development.
Top countries: Norway (1), Ireland (2), Switzerland (3), Hong Kong (4), and
Iceland (5).
According to the report, India's gross national income per capita fell to $6,681 in
2019 from $6,829 in 2018 on Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) basis.
Indigenous children in Cambodia, Thailand, and India show more problems related
to malnutrition, such as stunting and wasting.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) The Parliament Building will be completed in __________________
A.2021
B.2022
C.2023
D.2024

Answer B
Explanation The new parliament building is part of the Central Vista project costing Rs 20,000
crore.The four-story building will be triangular in shape, and its interior will be themed with three
national symbols (lotus, peacock and banyan).The Parliament Building will be completed in
2022.The new Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha halls will have increased seating capacities.

2) The new Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha halls will have _______________
seating capacities.
A.increased
B.decreased
C.Same
D.Not yet Decided

Answer A
Explanation The new parliament building is part of the Central Vista project costing Rs 20,000
crore.The four-story building will be triangular in shape, and its interior will be themed with three
national symbols (lotus, peacock and banyan).The Parliament Building will be completed in
2022.The new Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha halls will have increased seating capacities.Besides, the
seats in the Lok Sabha Hall can be expanded to 1,272 to host joint meetings.

3) New Policy On School Bag emphasizes _____________________________
A.The policy even recommends that publishers print the weight of each textbook on it.
B.The Policy also recommends high-quality meals and drinking water to all students so that they
don't need to bring a lunch box or water bottle.
C.The policy said there should be no bags in pre-primary.
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D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The new policy also recommends regular monitoring of the weight of bags in
schools.They should be lightweight, with two padded and adjustable straps, can fit just two
shoulders, and no wheel brackets are allowed.The policy even recommends that publishers print
the weight of each textbook on it.These recommendations are based on various surveys and
studies conducted by the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT).The
Policy also recommends high-quality meals and drinking water to all students so that they don't
need to bring a lunch box or water bottle.The policy said there should be no bags in pre-primary.

4) The UN Population Award was first established in __________________A.1980
B.1970
C.1981
D.1971

Answer C
Explanation Every year, the United Nations Population Award Committee recognizes
individuals or institutions for their outstanding contributions to population and reproductive
health problems and solutions.The award was first established in 1981 by the General Assembly
and was first awarded in 1983. The award includes a gold medal, a diploma and a currency
award. The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) serves as its secretariat.

5) The UN Population award was first established in 1981 by the General
Assembly and was first awarded in ________________
A.1981
B.1982
C.1983
D.1984

Answer C
Explanation Every year, the United Nations Population Award Committee recognizes
individuals or institutions for their outstanding contributions to population and reproductive
health problems and solutions.The UN Population award was first established in 1981 by the
General Assembly and was first awarded in 1983. The award includes a gold medal, a diploma
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and a currency award. The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) serves as its secretariat.

6) So far, The UN Population Award was awarded to
A.The former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
B.The industrialist-philanthropist Tata
C.Both A And B
D.None

Answer C
Explanation This is the first time in the history of the United Nations Population Award that this
honour has been awarded to an institution in India.Since the establishment of the award in 1981,
in the past four decades, only two Indians have won the award: the former Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi in 1983 and the industrialist-philanthropist Tata in 1992.

7) International Day of Neutrality is observed on ______________________
A.12 December
B.13 December
C.14 December
D.15 December

Answer A
Explanation Any sovereign country that restricts all countries from participating in wars between
other countries and maintains a fair attitude towards the warring parties is called a neutral
country. The International Neutrality Day is set on December 12.

8) International Neutrality Day was officially announced in
___________________
A.February 2018
B.March 2018
C.March 2017
D.February 2017

Answer D
Explanation International Neutrality Day was officially announced in February 2017 by a
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resolution of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). This date was first observed on
December 12, 2017. Observance of this day shows that neutrality is very important for the United
Nations to gain trust. Cooperate with all member states to operate independently and
effectively.Any sovereign country that restricts all countries from participating in wars between
other countries and maintains a fair attitude towards the warring parties is called a neutral
country. In turn, the belligerent should recognize this abstention and fairness.

9) International Universal Health Coverage Day is observed on
A.12 December
B.13 December
C.14 December
D.15 December

Answer A
Explanation This day reminds everyone that no matter who they are or where they live, they
should be able to get the quality medical care they need without facing financial difficulties.
December 12, every year is the International Universal Health Coverage Day.

10) On ___________________________, the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) passed a resolution on global health and accelerated the process of
achieving universal health coverage (UHC).
A.December 21, 2012
B.December 12, 2012
C.December 25, 2012
D.December 31, 2012

Answer B
Explanation On December 12, 2012, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passed a
resolution on global health and accelerated the process of achieving universal health coverage
(UHC). On September 25, 2015, the UNGA (United Nations General Assembly) passed a
resolution on "Change Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development" and gave the
goal of achieving universal health coverage by 2030. Provide everyone with safe, high-quality
and affordable essential medicines and vaccines.

11) E-Courts Project is a Pan-India Project, supervised and funded by
_______________
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A.Department of Justice
B.Ministry of Law and Justice
C.Government of India
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation E-Courts Project is a Pan-India Project, supervised and funded by Department of
Justice, Ministry of Law and Justice, Government of India for the District Courts across the
country.

12) International Bharathi Festival 2020 was organized by the Vanavil
Cultural Center to celebrate the _______________ birthday of Mahakavi
Subramanya Bharathi
A.136th
B.137th
C.138th
D.139th

Answer C
Explanation International Bharathi Festival 2020 was organized by the Vanavil Cultural Center
to celebrate the 138th birthday of Mahakavi Subramanya Bharathi, and Scholar Shri Seeni
Viswanathan won the Bharati Award 2020.

13) With reference to Myristica swamp treefrog, consider the following
statements: They are endemic to the Western Ghats. Their whole life cycle is
carried out on trees only. Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A.1 only
B.2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D.Neither 1 nor 2

Answer A
Explanation Recently, Myristica swamp treefrog has been recorded for the first time in Kerala's
Thrissur district.These are endemic to the Western Ghats. Hence, statement 1 is correct.They are
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arboreal species (Pertaining to moving about, living in or among trees). The female digs the mud
and lays eggs in shallow burrows in mud. After breeding and egg laying, they retreat back to the
high canopies of the tree and remain elusive till the next breeding season. Hence, statement 2 is
not correct.

14) Consider the following statements: The National Energy Conservation
Day is an initiative of the Ministry of New & Renewable Energy. India is a
member nation of the International Energy Agency as well as the Mission
Innovation. The Bureau of Energy Efficiency functions under the Ministry of
Power. Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A.1 and 2 only
B.2 only
C.3 only
D.1, 2, 3

Answer C
Explanation The National Energy Conservation Day is organized on 14th December every year
by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) with an aim to showcase Indias achievements in
energy efficiency and conservation. Hence, statement 1 is not correct.The National Energy
Conservation Awards are given on the occasion.The Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) was set
up as the statutory body in 2002 at the central level to facilitate the implementation of the EC
Act.It functions under the Ministry of Power. Hence, statement 3 is correct.The Global Efforts for
Energy Conservation include: International Energy Agency (IEA), The Paris Agreement,
Sustainable Energy for All (SEforALL) and Mission Innovation.India is not a member country of
the IEA but an association country.India is one of the member countries of Mission Innovation.
Hence, statement 2 is not correct.

15) Consider the following statements about Malaria: It is caused by a
protozoan called Plasmodium. The Plasmodium enters the human body
through the bite of infected female Anopheles mosquito. The parasite attacks
the white blood cells and ruptures them. Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
A.2 and 3 only
B.1 only
C.1 and 2 only
D.1, 2, 3
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Answer B
Explanation Malaria is caused by Plasmodium (a protozoan). Hence, statement 1 is
correct.Malaria caused by Plasmodium falciparum is the most serious one and can even be
fatal.Plasmodium enters the human body as sporozoites (infectious form) through the bite of
infected female Anopheles mosquito. Hence, statement 2 is not correct.The parasites initially
multiply within the liver cells and then attack the Red Blood Cells (RBCs) resulting in their
rupture. Hence, statement 3 is not correct.The rupture of RBCs is associated with release of a
toxic substance, hemozoin, which is responsible for the chill and high fever recurring every three
to four days.

16) With reference to Climate Ambition Summit, consider the following
statements: It aims to set out new and ambitious commitments under the
Paris Agreement. It is being hosted by G20 in partnership with major
environmental non profit organisations. Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
A.1 only
B.2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D.Neither 1 nor 2

Answer A
Explanation The Climate Ambition Summit 2020 will mark the fifth anniversary of the Paris
Agreement, and will provide a platform for government and non-governmental leaders to
demonstrate their commitment to the Paris Agreement and the multilateral process.It aims to set
out new and ambitious commitments under the three pillars of the Paris Agreement that are
mitigation, adaptation and finance commitments. Hence, statement 1 is correct.It will be hosted
by the United Nations, United Kingdom and France in partnership with Chile and Italy. Hence,
statement 2 is not correct.

17) National Energy Conservation Day is organized on
________________________
A.14th December
B.15th December
C.16th December
D.17th December
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Answer A
Explanation The Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) holds "National Energy Conservation Day"
on December 14 every year, to show India's achievements in energy efficiency and energy
conservation. The "National Energy Conservation Award" will be awarded at that time.

18) Which day is observed as World Energy Conservation Day?
A.14th December
B.15th December
C.16th December
D.17th December

Answer A
Explanation The Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) holds "National Energy Conservation Day"
on December 14 every year, to show India's achievements in energy efficiency and energy
conservation. The "National Energy Conservation Award" will be awarded at that time.

19) What is Solar Eclipse?
A.When moon comes in between Earth and Sun
B.When Earth comes in between Moon and Sun
C.When Sun comes in between Earth and Moon
D.When Sun rays does not reach Earth.

Answer A
Explanation When the moon orbits Earth, it moves between the sun and Earth. When this
happens, the moon blocks the light of the sun from reaching Earth. During a solar eclipse, the
moon casts a shadow onto Earth.

20) What do you understand by an eclipse?
A.Partial or total blocking of light of one celestial object by another.
B.Partial or total blocking of light by Moon.
C.Partial or total blocking of light by Earth.
D.Partial or total blocking of light by Sun.

Answer A
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Explanation An eclipse takes place when one heavenly body such as a moon or planet moves
into the shadow of another heavenly body.

21) Last Solar Eclipse of the Year 2020 is On ___________________
A.17 December
B.16 December
C.15 December
D.14 December

Answer D
Explanation Last Solar Eclipse of the Year is On 14 December:The Total Solar Eclipse on
Monday - December 14, 2020, will be the last solar eclipse of this year. Apart from Chile and
Argentina, people living in southern parts of South America, Southwest Africa and Antarctica
will be able to witness partial solar eclipses.
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