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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
RBI Introduces Risk-Based Internal Audit Norms For Nbfcs,Ucbs
The Reserve Bank of India - RBI announced the introduction of risk-based internal
audit standards for large Urban Cooperative Banks (UCBs) and Non-Bank
Financial Companies (NBFCs).
Highlights:
Purpose of introduction: To improve the governance and assurance functions of
regulated entities.
It also formulated guidelines on the appointment of statutory auditors for
commercial banks, UCB and NBFC to improve the quality of financial reports.
NBFC and its interconnection with different parts of the financial system are
becoming increasingly important, so the resilience of this sector must be increased.
Therefore, it has been decided to develop transparent dividend declaration
standards for different types of NBFCs.
Regional rural banks would be given permission to access the LAF - Liquidity
Adjustment Facility, Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) of the RBI and call/notice
money market.
The Reserve Bank of India proposes to issue digital payment security control
instructions for regulated entities to improve the ecosystem of digital payment
channels and provide users with better security and convenience.

PNGRB Notifies New Unified Tariff Structure
The Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board - PNGRB has notified 14 new
tariff structures for natural gas pipelines. The purpose is to reduce the cost of
natural gas for users who are away from the gas and LNG receiving terminals on
the west coast of the country.
Highlights:
The purpose of the New Unified Tariff Structure is to reduce the cost of natural gas
for users who are away from the gas and LNG receiving terminals on the west coast
of the country.
Under the new flat-rate structure, buyers will be charged a fixed rate for natural gas
transportation within 300 kilometres from the source, and a fixed rate for natural
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gas transportation within 300 kilometres of a single pipeline network.
This will be much cheaper for buyers who are far away from the gas source. These
buyers charge earlier based on the number of pipes used and the distance from the
gas source.
Therefore, buyers who use multiple channels may benefit a lot from this change.
Changes in tariffs are likely to stimulate more investment in natural gas
transmission infrastructure, as natural gas prices are becoming increasingly
affordable for users far from the country's west coast.
The Indian government's goal is to increase the consumption of natural gas to 15%
of the current level by 2030. The current consumption of natural gas accounts for
6.2% of India's energy consumption.
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INTERNATIONAL
Bangladesh Has Started To Relocate Thousands Of Rohingya Refugees To
Bhasan Char Island
Although human rights groups have called for a halt to this process, Bangladesh has
begun to move thousands of Rohingya refugees to Bhasan Char Island.
Transporting refugees to Bhasan Char will alleviate the chronic congestion in its
Cox Bazar camp, which has more than 1 million Rohingya. Humanitarian
organizations and human rights organizations say that Bhasan Char is prone to
floods and hurricanes.
Highlights:
According to the Home Affairs Ministry, there are approximately 40,000 Rohingya
living in India. Over the years, they have reached India by land from Bangladesh
through Bangladesh.
The government has previously notified all Rohingya in India that they are "illegal
immigrants" and will be deported soon. India has no specific laws on refugees.
India is not a signed the 1951 "United Nations Convention" or the 1967 "Protocol".
The "Convention" concerns refugee status and is not included in the "United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Statute."
However, UNHCR earlier stated that the "non-refoulment principle" is regarded as
part of customary international law and is therefore binding on all countries,
regardless of whether they have signed the Refugee Convention.
Non-refoulement is an international law that prevents a country from returning a
person to a place where they may be persecuted.
Bhashan Char, also called as Thengar Char, is a small island located at the mouth
of the Megna River. It belongs to Bangladesh.
Rohingya:
The Rohingya are an ethnic group mainly composed of Muslims who live mainly in
Rakhine State in western Myanmar. They speak a dialect of Bengali instead of the
usual Burmese. Although they have lived in the country for several generations,
Myanmar still sees them as people who moved to their land during colonial rule.
Therefore, it did not grant the Rohingya full nationality. Since they are not citizens,
their actions are limited to Rakhine State.
The fastest-growing refugee crisis:
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In 2017, the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army - ARSA, a Rohingya rebel group,
attacked a police post and a military base in Rakhine State. The response of
Myanmar's security forces has caused more than 7 million Rohingya to flee to
Bangladesh and other neighbouring countries, including India. After the armed
attack, there were reports of villages being burned and civilians dead. The United
Nations calls the situation of the Rohingya "the fastest growing refugee crisis in the
world."

Bangladesh Signs First PTA with Bhutan
Bangladesh and Bhutan signed the first "Preferential Trade Agreement" (PTA),
allowing duty-free access to a variety of commodities between the two countries.
Highlights:
This is the first PTA signed between Bangladesh and any country in the world.
The agreement was signed on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries.
According to PTA 100, products from Bangladesh will enter Bhutan duty-free. 34
items from Bhutan will enter Bangladesh duty-free.
It is expected that by June next year, Bangladesh will sign 11 PTA and Free Trade
Agreements (FTA) with Indonesia and Nepal.
In 1971, Bhutan was the first country in the world to recognize Bangladesh as an
independent country, followed by India.

A Virtual Meeting Took Place Between India And Swiss
The Indian minister and his Swiss counterpart recently held a virtual meeting. The
two ministers reiterated their desire to advance the negotiations on the Trade and
Economic Cooperation Agreement (TEPA) between India and the European Free
Trade Area.
Highlights:
The European Free Trade Association (EFTA) is an intergovernmental
organization of Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.
These countries are not part of the European Union (EU), and India is negotiating a
separate trade agreement with the European Union called the "India-EU BroadBased Trade and Investment Agreement."
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The proposed agreement covers trade in goods and services, investment, trade
facilitation, customs cooperation, intellectual property protection and public
procurement. Also discussed the India-Swiss Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT)
which is being negotiated.
A bilateral investment treaty is a treaty between the two countries aimed at
protecting the investments made by investors of the two countries.
The Minister of India sought support from Switzerland to support the TRIPS
exemption agreement proposed by India and South Africa in the World Trade
Organization (WTO).
South Africa and India call for (WTO) to suspend intellectual property (IP) related
to Covid-19 to ensure fair sharing of vaccines and new technologies for pandemic
control.
The temporary ban will allow multiple participants to start production instead of
concentrating manufacturing in the hands of a few patent holders.
India and Switzerland:
Since India's independence, India and Switzerland have been based on the common
values of democracy and the rule of law and have had cordial and friendly relations.
The Treaty of Friendship between India & Switzerland was signed in New Delhi in
1948. According to data from the Export-Import Bank, Switzerland is India's 11th
largest trading partner in 2018-19. From April 2000 to September 2019,
Switzerland invested approximately US$4.781 billion in foreign direct investment
in India, making it the 12th largest investor country, accounting for approximately
1.07% of India's total foreign direct investment during this period. During the Swiss
President's visit to India in 2003, an intergovernmental framework agreement on
technical and scientific cooperation was signed, which launched the India-Swiss
Joint Research Project (ISJRP) in 2005. Several research institutes of the two
countries cooperate to impart the highest level of skills training in India.

Indo-Nepal Link Canal Foundation Was Laid
Foundation Laying of India-Nepal Link Canal Master Project. In 1996, the
Governments of India & Nepal signed a bilateral agreement called the "Mahakali
Treaty".
Highlights:
According to the treaty, the Indian government will supply 70 MU of energy
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generated from the Tanakpur Power Station each year, and construct the main pipe
and a 1.2-kilometre-long Indo-Nepal irrigation canal that takes off from the
Tanakpur Barrage to release a predetermined amount of water.
The Indo-Nepal Link Canal project includes the construction of the main pipe on
the left bank of the existing Tanakpur Barrage and directing its water to the
irrigation canal to Nepal.
The Mahakali Treaty is a treaty between India & Nepal that involves sharing the
waters of the Mahakali River.
The treaty is mainly aimed at the comprehensive development of water resources
in the Mahakali River and has been completed on the basis of an equal partnership.
Mahakali originated in Nepal and formed a considerable distance between the two
countries. The treaty recognizes the Mahakali River as the border river between the
two countries.
The scope of the treaty includes Sarada Barrage, Tanakpur Barrage and the
proposed Pancheswar project.
Starting from Sarada Barrage, the treaty gave Nepal 28.3 cubic centimetres (1,000
cubic feet) of water during the rainy season and 4.25 cubic meters (150 barrels) of
water during the dry season. If Sarada Barrage is unavailable, the quantity will be
provided from Tanakpur Barrage.
In addition, the treaty also instructs that no less than 9.91 cubic meters (350 cubic
feet) should flow downstream of the barrage to maintain and protect the river's
ecosystem.
Although the treaty is being implemented, the implementation process is still very
late.
Tanakpur Power Station:
This is a Hydel power station located in Tanakpur near Banbassa, District
Champawat, Uttaranchal. The capacity of Tanakpur Power Station is 94.2 MWe.
The first unit was put into operation in 1992, and the last unit was put into
operation in 1992. It is operated by the National Hydropower Corporation (NHPC).
Utilize the hydropower potential of the Sharda River (Mahakali River in Nepal).

Better Than Cash Alliance - Organized A Joint Peer Learning Exchange
The "Better Than Cash Alliance" between India and the United Nations organized a
joint Peer learning exchange on FinTech solutions to achieve responsible digital
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payments at the last mile.
Highlights:
Better Than Cash Alliance is defined as a partnership of governments, companies,
and international organizations that aims to accelerate the transition from cash to
digital payments to reduce poverty and promote inclusive growth, and advance
sustainable development goals.
The United Nations (UN) Capital Development Fund serves as the secretariat.
India joined the "Better than Cash Alliance" in 2015 to digitize payments to
achieve financial inclusion and share the success stories of Pradhan Mantri Jan
DhanYojana, the world's largest financial inclusion program.
The Better Than Cash Alliance is working with several state governments to
achieve the goal of building knowledge and plans to enable people, governments
and businesses to make digital payments.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
ASCI Guidelines For Online Gaming And Fantasy Sports Were Issued
The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (I&B) issued a consultation
requiring all private TV broadcasters to follow the guidelines issued by the ASCI
(Advertising Standards Council of India) on online games, fantasy sports and other
advertising. The Ministry recommends that advertisements should not promote any
activities prohibited by statute or law.
Highlights:
The Ministry of I&B believes that a large number of advertisements related to
online games and fantasy sports have appeared on TV.
Some people worry that this kind of advertising seems to be misleading, does not
correctly communicate the financial and other risks associated with it to customers,
and does not fully comply with the advertising rules stipulated in the 1995 Cable
Television Network (Management) Act and Consumer Protection Act, 2019.
Therefore, this announcement was issued to "protect the interests of consumers."
ASCI guidelines:
Print advertisements on online games and fantasy sports must carry a disclaimer
that "playing these games may bring financial risks and may be addictive."
The disclaimer should not be less than 20% of the entire print advertisement.
Audiovisual and audio advertisements must also carry a disclaimer.
The disclaimer should be placed after the advertisement and must be in the same
language as the advertisement.
The guidelines stipulate that any game advertisement cannot portray anyone under
the age of 18 playing online games and earning real money, and that person is not
even recommended to play these games.
The guidelines say that any person who even appears to be under the age of 18
should not be depicted in such ads.
Advertising should not portray winning in online games as income opportunities or
alternative employment options.
Ads should not imply that people who make money through online games are more
successful than others.

AYUSH Export Promotion Council Was Established
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The Ministry of Commerce & Industry and Ministry of AYUSH decided to
establish the AYUSH Export Promotion Council.
Highlights:
The Ministry of Commerce & Industry and the Ministry of AYUSH have decided
to jointly establish an Export Promotion Council to promote AYUSH's exports.
In the joint review of AYUSH trade and industry, it was also decided that the
entire AYUSH industry will work together to achieve price and quality
competitiveness to promote AYUSH exports.
1The proposed AYUSH Export Promotion Council (AEPC) will be located in the
AYUSH Ministry.
It was decided to expedite the standardization process of HS code for AYUSH.
HS Code:
HS stands for Harmonized System, which is a six-digit identification code. It was
developed by WCO (World Customs Organization). Customs officers use HS codes
to clear every commodity that enters or crosses any international border.

Moolamylliang Recovers From Rat Hole Mining
Moolamylliang, a village in the East Jaintia Hills region of Meghalaya, is becoming
greener and making progress in the abandoned mine pit where the mouse hole was
mined.
Highlights:
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) banned dangerous rathole coal mining in
Meghalaya in April 2014 and set a time limit for the transportation of mined coal.
According to the Jaintia Coal Miners and Traders Association, there are
approximately 60,000 coal mines in 360 villages in the East Jaintia Hills area.
Before the National Green Court issued the injunction, Muramira was one of such
villages.
Rat - hole mining is a term used for dangerous and difficult mining techniques.
Miners climb into winding underground tunnels with a diameter of only 4-5 feet
and use pickaxes to extract coal from deep seams.

Union Minister for Health - Conference by PPD
The Union Minister for Health & Family Welfare delivered a speech at the Inter-
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Ministerial Conference by Partners in Population and Development (PPD).
Partners in Population and Development (PPD):
The Population and Development Partnership is an intergovernmental organization
that aims to promote South-South cooperation in the fields of reproductive health,
population and development.
PPD was launched at the International Conference on Population and Development
(ICPD) in 1994, when ten developing countries from Asia, Africa and Latin
America formed an intergovernmental alliance to help implement the Cairo
Programme of Action(POA).
The action plan has been endorsed by 179 countries, emphasizing the need to
establish a mechanism to promote development by sharing reproductive health
(RH) and family planning (FP) experiences within and between countries, and
promote government, non-governmental organizations, research institutions and the
private sector.
The members of the Partners in Population and Development (PPD) are:
- Middle East & North Africa (MENA) - Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Tunisia, Yemen
- Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) - Zimbabwe, Uganda, South Africa, Senegal, Nigeria,
Mali, Kenya, Ghana, The Gambia, Ethiopia, Cte d'Ivoire, Benin
- Asia & the Pacific (AP) - India, China, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Pakistan,
SriLanka, Thailand, Vietnam
- Latin America & the Caribbean (LAC): Colombia, Mexico
- Its Secretariat is located in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

ICCR To Promote Yoga Globally
The Ministry of AYUSH and Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) has
simplified and increased their joint efforts to promote yoga globally.
Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR):
The Indian Council of Cultural Relations (ICCR) is an autonomous organization of
the Indian government. It was established by MaulanaAbulKalam Azad on April 9,
1950.
ICCR is involved in India's external cultural relations or cultural diplomacy,
through cultural exchange with other countries and their peoples. It is committed to
strengthening cultural relations and enhancing mutual understanding.
ICCR is registered as a Society under the "Societies Act " and operates as an
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independent institution under the administrative control of the Ministry of External
Affairs. ICCR is headquartered in Azad Bhavan, New Delhi.
ICCR has institutionalized cooperation with state governments and signed MoU
with 17 state governments.
The states those signed an MoU with ICCR are-Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
Assam, Bihar, Chandigarh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Dammam &Diuu, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Meghalaya, Northeastern Council, Odisha,
Puducherry, Punjab, Telangana and Rajasthan Jaipur CitizenForum.
The activities of the Council are monitored by its three statutory bodies -General
Assembly, Council and Finance Committee. ICCR conducts business through a
global network of cultural centres, as well as India's diplomatic missions and postal
overseas networks.
Currently, there are 37 Indian Cultural Centers around the world working closely
with the Indian Embassy and led by the directors.

Union Cabinet Has Approved To Increase Employment in ABRY
The Union Cabinet has approved Atmanirbhar Bharat RojgarYojana (ABRY) to
increase employment in the formal sector and encourage the creation of new jobs
during the Covid recovery phase of Atmanirbhar Bharat Package 3.0.
Atmanirbhar Bharat RojgarYojana (ABRY):
The Indian government will provide a two-year subsidy for new employees hired
between October 1, 2020 or later, and upto 30th June, 2021.
The Indian government will pay 12% of employee contributions and 12% of
employer contributions i.e. 24% of wages towards EPF in respect of new
employees in establishments employing upto 1000 employees for two years.
The Indian government will only pay employees' share of EPF contributions, that
is, 12% of new employees' wages within two years in establishing employing more
than 1,000 employees.
The monthly salary of an employee is less than Rs. 15000 /-Persons who have not
worked in an organization registered with the Employees Provident Fund
Organization (EPFO) before October 1, 2020 and have no Universal Account
Number or EPF Member account number before October 1, 2020 will be eligible
for this benefit.
Any EPF member possessing Universal Account Number (UAN) drawing monthly
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wage of less than Rs 15000 who made exit from employment during Covid
pandemic from March 1, 2020, to September 30, 2020, and did not join
employment in any EPF covered establishment up to September 30 will also be
eligible to avail benefit.

Union Cabinet Has Approved CTDP For North Eastern Region
The USOF (Union Cabinet has approved the Universal Service Obligation Fund)
program provided under the Global Telecommunications Development Program
(CTDP) to provide mobile coverage in two regions of Arunachal Pradesh and
Assam, namely KarbiAnglong and Dima Hasao. Northeast Region (NER).
Highlights:
The project envisages providing mobile coverage for 2,374 undiscovered villages,
1,683 in Arunachal Pradesh and 691 in the two districts of Assam. The project will
be funded by the USOF (Universal Service Obligation Fund).
Providing mobile services in remote and difficult areas of Arunachal Pradesh and
two areas of Assam will enhance digital connectivity.
It also helps to achieve self-reliance, promote learning, the dissemination of
information and knowledge, skills upgrading and development, and disasters
Management, e-government initiatives, establishment of corporate and e-commerce
facilities, adequate support for educational institutions to share knowledge and
provide job opportunities, and realize the vision of "Digital India" to promote
domestic manufacturing and achieve Atmanirbhar Bharat goals.

Union Cabinet Has Approved Prime Minister Wi-Fi Access Network Interface
- PM-WANI
The Union Cabinet has approved the establishment of public Wi-Fi networks
nationwide, which will be provided through the Public Data Offices (PDOs).
Highlights:
This will involve multiple participants, including PDO, Public Data Office
Aggregator (PDOA), application provider and central registry.
It was first recommended by the Telecommunications Regulatory Authority of
India (TRAI) in 2017.
According to TRAI, in most major economies, mobile users use WiFi technology
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to communicate for 50%-70% of their total usage time. However, in India, it is less
than 10%.
Public Data Office (PDO): It will only establish, maintain and operate WANIcompliant Wi-Fi access points and provide broadband services to subscribers. The
Public Data Office to be set up along the lines of the public telephone office can be
a mom-and-pop store in the area, or a public service center in various towns, gram
panchayats, and villages in the country. PDO can provide the Internet by itself, or
rent the Internet from other telecommunication and Internet service providers
Public Data Office Aggregator (PDOA): It will be the aggregator of PDOs and
perform functions related to Authorization and Accounting.
Central Registry: It will maintain detailed information on application providers,
PDOAs and PDOs. First, C-DoT will maintain a central registry.
App Provider: It will develop an application to register users and discover WANIcompliant Wi-Fi hotspots in nearby areas, and display the hotspot in the application
to access Internet services.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
China Successfully Powered Up Its Artificial Sun
China has successfully powered its "artificial sun" nuclear fusion reactor for the
first time, marking a huge improvement in the country's nuclear power research
capabilities. Nuclear reactors are expected to provide clean energy.
Highlights:
The HL-2M Tokamak reactor is largest and most advanced nuclear fusion
experimental research equipment in China . Scientists hope that this equipment can
potentially release powerful clean energy.
The HL-2M tokamak device is used to replicate the natural nuclear fusion process
of the sun.
The reactor uses a powerful magnetic field to fuse thermal plasma, which can
reach a temperature of over 150 million degrees Celsius, which is about ten times
the temperature of the core of the sun.
The reactor is located in Sichuan Province and is often called the "artificial sun"
because of the large amount of heat and power it generates.

Jupiter And Saturn Will Be Very Close To Each Other Soon
In a rare celestial event, Jupiter and Saturn will be very close to each other
(conjunction) on December 21, 2020, looking like a bright star. If two celestial
bodies are visually close to the earth, they are called conjunctions.
Key Points:
Great Conjunction: Astronomers use the term "Great Conjunction" to describe the
meeting of the two largest worlds in the solar system, Jupiter and Saturn. It happens
approximately every 20 years.
From the perspective of the Earth, this combination is the result of the alignment of
the orbits of Jupiter and Saturn.
Jupiter orbits the sun about once every 12 years, and Saturn orbits about once
every 29 years.
The combined time will be December 21, 2020, which is the date of the summer
solstice each year.
In terms of distance, this will be the closest alignment between Saturn and Jupiter
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since 1623. The next time the planet will be so close is 2080.
They may seem close, but they are more than 400 million miles apart.

Japan's Hayabusa2 Mission Set To Return To Earth
Six years after the launch of Japan's "Hayabusa2" mission, it will return to Earth. It
will carry samples from the Ryugu asteroid orbiting the sun.
Highlights:
The Mission Hayabasu2 was launched in December 2014.
The spacecraft was sent on a six-year voyage to study the asteroid Dragon Palace
and collect samples.
NASA's OSIRIS-REX mission also brought back samples from the asteroid Bennu
in late October 2020.
According to the Japan Aeronautics and Space Administration (JAXA), this is the
first time a probe has visited a celestial body with a diameter of less than 100
meters.
Ryuguis is classified as a potentially dangerous asteroid (PHA). It was discovered
in 1999.
It was named by the Minor Planet Center in 2015 and is 300 million kilometers
away from Earth. Hayabusa2 took 42 months to reach the goal.
The predecessor of Hayabasu2, the Hayabusa mission brought back samples from
the Asteroid Itokawa in 2010.

Singapore Agency Approves Sale Of Lab-Grown Meat
The Singapore Food Agency (SFA) has approved the sale of a lab-grown meat
product.
Highlights:
This is the 1st time that cultured meat can be sold anywhere in the world. SFA
approved products are cultured chickens produced by East Just in the United States.
Difference between lab-grown meat and plant-based meat:
- The latter is made from plant sources (such as soy or pea protein), while the
cultured meat is grown directly in cells in the laboratory.
Both have the same objectives:
- Provide alternatives to traditional meat products that can be eaten by more people,
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reduce the threat of zoonotic diseases, and reduce the environmental impact of meat
consumption.
- In terms of cell structure, cultured meat is the same as conventional meat, except
that cultured meat is not directly derived from animals.
Benefits:
(1) Cultivated meat can reduce land use by more than 95%.
(2) It can reduce climate change emissions by 74-87%and nutrient pollution by
94%.
(3) The risk of contamination by pathogens such as Salmonella and E. coli is
greatly reduced;
(4) It does not require antibiotics, thereby reducing the threat to public health by
increasing antibiotic resistance.

Himachal Pradesh Government Trying To Get GIs for Native Products
The Himachal Pradesh government is trying to obtain GI (Geographical Indication)
labels for five products from the state, which includes Karsog Kulth, Thani of
Pangi, Chamba Metal Crafts, Chamba Chukh and Rajmah of Bharmour.
Highlights:
Karsog Kulth: Kulthi or Kulth (horse gram) is a type of legume grown as a Kharif
crop in Himachal. It is believed that lettuce from Karsog, Mandi district is rich in
amino acids.
Pangi ki Thangi: This is a hazelnut that grows in the Pangi Valley on the
northwestern edge of the State. It is famous for its special flavour and sweetness.
Chamba Metal Crafts: Including items made by idol craftsmen and copper
utensils, these items were made by skilled craftsmen in the court of King Chamba.
Chamba Chukh: This is chutney made with green and red peppers grown in
Chamba and prepared traditionally and uniquely.
Bharmouri Rajmah: Because it grows around Kugti Pass in Bharmour district,
Chamba district, it is more precisely called Kugtalu Rajmah. It is rich in protein and
has a unique flavour.
Himachal Pradesh is currently in four handicrafts (Kullu shawl, Chamba Rumal,
Kinnauri shawl and Kangra painting), three agricultural products (Kangra Tea,
Basmati and Himachali Kala Zeera) and one finished product (Himachali Chulli
Oil) With GI label.
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IRDAI Standardises Health Policies For Robotic And Bariatric Surgeries
The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has
standardized all medical policies, including robotic surgery and bariatric surgery.
Robotic surgery has broad prospects in the field of healthcare.
Highlights:
The introduction of this kind of surgery makes the execution of complex
procedures easier. They enable doctors to perform different types of complex
procedures with greater precision, flexibility and control.
Compared with developed countries, the cost of the benefit of this kind of program
in India is lower, so that more people can easily obtain it.
Robotic surgery allows surgery through small holes or "small holes" instead of
large incisions to reduce patient injury.
Compared with traditional open and laparoscopic surgery, this instrument can
more easily enter hard-to-reach areas of the patient's body through a smaller
incision.
This helps shorten recovery time, reduce complications and shorten hospital stays.
They are minimally invasive, painless and have greater cosmetic advantages.
Lower surgical costs also mean lower insurance premiums. Bariatric surgery is an
operation that helps reduce weight by changing the digestive system.
The Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India (IRDAI) is a regulatory
agency designed to protect the interests of insurance customers.
While monitoring activities related to insurance, it regulates and pays attention to
the development of the insurance industry.

Lidar Survey Technique Adopted By National High-Speed Rail Corporation
Limited
The National High-Speed Rail Corporation Limited will be adopting Light
Detection, and Ranging Survey (LiDAR) technique using Laser enabled equipment
mounted on a helicopter for conducting a ground survey for the preparation of the
detailed project report for the proposed Delhi-Varanasi HSR corridor.
Highlights:
This is for the first time that the aerial LiDAR survey technique is being adopted
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for any railway project in India.
Geologists and surveyors usually use LiDAR technology to make high-resolution
maps, lasers are used to survey locations, and sensors are used to measure their
reflectivity.
LiDAR is a remote sensing method that uses light in the form of pulsed lasers to
measure the distance to the earth (variable distance).
Lidar uses ultraviolet, visible or near-infrared light to image objects. It can target a
variety of materials, including non-metallic objects, rocks, rain, chemical
compounds, aerosols, clouds and even single molecules.

Israel Launched the Beresheet 2 Project
Israel launched the Beresheet 2 project, which aims to land an unmanned spacecraft
on the moon in 2024. Earlier, Israel's Beresheet probe crashed and landed on the
moon. The Hebrew word Beresheet (speaking in Israel) means Genesis.
Highlights:
The Beresheet probe is a private flight to the moon by the Israeli non-profit
SpaceIL organization.
It was successfully launched on a Falcon 9 rocket at Cape Canaveral in the United
States in February 2019 and reached lunar orbit in April 2019.
When it was about to land and crashed on the surface of the moon, it suffered an
engine failure.
The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has decided to send an unmanned spacecraft to
the moon in 2024.
Artemis is a manned space program of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA).
Its goal is to land "the first woman and the next man" on the moon (especially in
the lunar south pole) by 2024.
Beresheet 2:
- Goal: Conduct experiments and collect data on behalf of school students.
- Structure: It will involve launching two landing craft and an orbiter that has
orbited the moon for many years.
- Cost: Approximately US$100 million will be raised from international
partnerships and donors.
- Significance: Israel may become the fourth country to launch a spacecraft on the
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moon after the United States, the former Soviet Union and China.
Other missions to the moon:
- India plans to conduct a new moon mission called Chandrayaan-3. It is likely to
be launched in early 2021.
- This will be a repetition of Chandrayaan-2's mission, which will include a lander
and Rover similar to Chandrayaan-2, but without an orbiter.
- Chandrayaan-2 failed, which shattered India's dream and became the first country
to make its first moon landing successfully.

Quantum Communication Between Two DRDO Laboratories
The Defense Research and Development Organization (DRDO) successfully
demonstrated the communication between its two laboratories using Quantum Key
Distribution (N) technology.The Defense Research and Development Laboratory DRDL and the Imarat Research Center (RCI) are the two laboratories participating
in this demonstration.
Quantum Key Distribution (QKD) technology:
In QKD technology, the encryption key is sent in the form of qubits in the fiber
optic cable.
Quantum computing uses qubits as basic resources, similar to how bits are used as
basic resources in classical computing.
QKD is designed in such a way that if an illegal entity attempts to read the
transmission,it will interfere with the qubits encoded on the photon, and cause
transmission errors, causing legitimate end users to be notified immediately.
DRDO's ongoing work will be used to support start-ups and small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) in the field of quantum information technology.
It will also be used to define standards and encryption strategies that can utilize the
QKD system in the framework of the Unified Password Policy Committee (CPC),
thereby providing more secure and practical key management for current and future
military cryptographic systems.

Union Cabinet Has Approved Submarine Optical Fibre Cable Connectivity
Union cabinet approved the provision of Submarine Optical Fibre Cable
connections between the mainland (Kochi) and Lakshadeep Islands (KLI project).
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Highlights:
The project envisages providing direct communication links through dedicated
submarine Optical Fibre Cables (OFC) between Kochi and 11 Islands of
Lakshadweep.
They are Kavaratti, Kalpeni, Agati, Amini, Androth, Minicoy, Bangaram, Bitra,
Chetlat, Kiltan&Kadmat.
The estimated implementation cost is approximately Rs. 10.72 billion US dollars,
including five years of operating expenses.
The project will be funded by the USOF (Universal Service Obligation Fund).
Currently, the only medium that provides telecommunications connection with
Lakshadweep is via satellite, but the available bandwidth is limited to 1 Gbps.
Insufficient bandwidth is the main limitation of providing data services, which is a
prerequisite for providing e-government, e-education, e-banking, etc. to promote
social inclusive growth.
The high-bandwidth communication facilities with the Lakshadweep Islands are
also consistent with the national goal of strengthening e-government services and
realizing the vision of "Digital India".

BSNL Introduce Worlds' First, Satellite-Based Narrowband-IoT Network In
India
BSNL cooperated with Skylotechof India and announced a breakthrough in satellitebased NB-IoT (Narrowband Internet of Things).
Highlights:
This was developed indigenously by Skylo.
It will connect with BSNL's satellite ground infrastructure and provide PAN India
coverage, including the Indian Sea.
The coverage is extensive and will not leave any dark spots in India.
This is the world's 1st satellite-based NB-IoT network.
This new technology supports India's plan to introduce indigenous IoT
connectivity to India's core sectors.
The technology has been successfully tested in Indian railways, fishing boats, and
connected vehicles throughout India.
A small, smart, incredibly rugged box, Skylo's "User Terminal" is connected to the
sensor, and the data is transmitted to the Skylo network and delivered to people's
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ENVIRONMENT
By 2050 The Population Of Malayan Squirrels In India May Drop By 90%
A recent study conducted by the ZSI - Zoological Survey of India predicts that by
2050, the number of Malayan squirrels (Ratufa bicolor) may drop by 90%.
Highlights:
According to ZSI, habitat destruction may limit squirrels to southern Sikkim and
North Bengal by 2050.
India now only accounts for 43.38% of the original habitat of squirrels. By 2050,
favourable areas may shrink to 2.94% of the area that this species should live in.
The Malayan squirrel is one of the largest squirrel species in the world. Its upper
body is dark, the lower half is pale, and its tail is long and bushy.
IUCN status: Near Threatened. It is protected by India's Wildlife Protection Act.
The Malayan squirrel is found in India: West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya and Nagaland. Other countries: South China, Thailand, Laos,
Vietnam, Myanmar, Malay Peninsula, Sumatra and Java.
It is found in evergreen and semi-evergreen forests, from plains to hills at an
altitude of 50 m to 1,500 m.
India is the hometown of three squirrels. The other two-the Great Indian Squirrel
and the Great Grey Squirrel-are found on the Indian Peninsula.
Unlike night-flying squirrels, giant squirrels are diurnal, but arboreal (treedwelling) and herbivorous animals are just like squirrels.

Deteriorating of Great Barrier Reef - IUCN
The International Union for Conservation of Nature - IUCN has emphasized that
Australia's Great Barrier Reef is in a critical state and deteriorating as climate
change warms up the waters in which it lies.
Great Barrier Reef:
It is the most extensive and spectacular coral reef ecosystem in the world,
consisting of more than 2,900 individual reefs and 900 islands. The reef is suited in
the Coral Sea (Northeast Coast) off the coast of Queensland, Australia. It can be
seen from outer space. It is the largest single structure of living organisms in the
world. This reef structure is made up of billions of tiny organisms and is called as
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coral polyps.
The reef are made up of genetically identical organisms called polyps. They are tiny
soft organisms. At their bottom is a hard protective limestone skeleton called a
calicle, which forms the structure of a coral reefs. Polyps have microscopic algae
called phycoxanthellae in their tissues. Corals and algae have a mutual (symbiotic)
relationship. It was selected as a World Heritage Site in 1981.

Houbara Bustards Can Be Hunted During The Hunting Season
Pakistan has given special permits to Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
and two other royal family members to hunt the internationally protected Houbara
bus during the 2020-21 hunting season.
Houbara bustard:
Houbara bustard lives in an arid climate. It belongs to two different species
recognized by the IUCN.
One species lives in North Africa (Chlamydotisundulata), and the other species
live in Asia (Chlamydotismacqueenii), and is usually called McQueen's bustard.
The population of the Asian Houbara bustard extends from Northeast Asia to
Central Asia, the Middle East and the Arabian Peninsula and reaches the Sinai
Desert.
According to data from the International Fund for Houbara Conservation (IFHC),
there are approximately 33,000 houbara bustards remain today.
After breeding in the spring, the Asian bustard migrates south in Pakistan, the
Arabian Peninsula and nearby Southwest Asia to spend the winter.
Some Asian Houbara bustards live and breed in the southern part of their
mountains ranges, including parts of Iran, Pakistan, and Turkmenistan.
IUCN Red List Status: Vulnerable

Recognition For Two New Zoos By Central Government
The central government recognized the Rajgir Zoo Safari Park in Nalanda, Bihar
and Shaheed Ashfaque Ullah Khan Prani Udyaan in Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh.
Rajgir Zoo Safari:
It is located in Nalanda, Bihar. The established zoo is only composed of safari
fences. Unlike traditional fences, zoos provide more space for animals in captivity.
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The zoo proposes to house lions, bears, tigers, leopards and a mixed safari of
common herbivore species such as spotted deer, sambar among others.
Shaheed Ashfaque Ullah Khan Prani Udyaan:
It is located in Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh. This zoo brings the total number of zoos
in UP to 9. The zoo has a fence that can accommodate various birds, herbivores and
carnivores.

Plans For Elephant Corridors In Odisha
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) instructed the Orissa state government to
prepare action plans for 14 identified elephant corridors.
Elephant Corridors: They are narrow land connecting two large elephant habitats.
They are essential to reduce animal deaths due to accidents and other causes. The
fragmentation of the forest makes it even more important to maintain the migration
corridor. This movement of elephants helps to increase the survival rate and birth
rate of the species. According to the National Elephant Corridor Project, the
Wildlife Trust of India has identified 88 elephant corridors.
Concern: The overall development of human settlements, roads, railway lines,
power lines, canals and mining industries are the main reasons for the
fragmentation of the corridor.
Reasons for Protecting the Corridors:
The activities of elephants are essential to ensure that their populations are
genetically viable. It also helps regenerate forests that other species depend on,
including tigers.
Almost 40% of elephant sanctuaries are vulnerable because they are not in
protected parks and reserves. Besides, there is no specific legal protection for
migration corridors.
Forests turned into farms and uncontrolled tourism are blocking animal paths.
Therefore, animals are forced to find alternative routes, leading to increased
conflicts between elephants and humans.
Inadequate regulation of ecotourism is severely affecting essential habitats. It
especially affects animals with larger livestock, such as elephants.
Elephants: Elephant is a key species. There are three subspecies of Asian elephantsIndian, Sumatran and Sri Lankan. The Indian elephant has the widest distribution,
making up the majority of the rest of the elephants on the continent.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 7 - December 13, 2020)

Conservation Status of Indian Elephants:
- Wildlife Protection Act,1972: Schedule I
- IUCN Red List: Endangered
- CITES Appendix I
India accounts for 50% of the Asian elephant population. According to the 2017
Elephant Census, the country has 27,312 elephants, which is nearly 3,000 fewer
than the 2012 census.
India's Initiatives for Conservation of Elephants:
GajYatra: A nationwide elephant protection campaign was launched on the
occasion of World Elephant Day 2017.
Elephant Project: This is a plan initiated by the central government and started in
1992.

Nepal And China Have Announced The Revised Height Of Mount Everest
Nepal and China announced that they would adjust the height of Mount Everest to
8,848.86 meters. The new height is 86 cm higher than the previous height.
Highlights:
According to the survey conducted by the Bureau of Investigation of India in 1954,
the new height of 8,848.86 meters replaced the long-term associated 8,848 meters.
The joint statement means that the two countries have long-standing differences in
mountain heights-China's declared elevation is 8844 m, and Nepal is 8847 m.
Solving this three-meter difference is the goal of a joint project, which is attributed
to China and Nepal using the "snow height" of snow including snow caps to
calculate the "rock height" under snow.
Mount Everest is also known as Sagarmatha in Nepal and Mount Everest in China.
This mountain is suited on the border between Nepal and Tibet, and the summit
can be accessed from both sides.
Its English name comes from the colonial geographer Sir George Everest (Sir
George Everest), who served as the chief surveyor of India in the mid-19th century.
In 1953, Tenzing Norgay from India and Nepal and Edmund Hillary from New
Zealand scaled it for the first time.
The first survey of Mount Everest: The first effort was made in 1847 by a team led
by Andrew Waugh, chief surveyor of India. The survey is based on triangulation
calculations and is called the Indian Triangle Survey.
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The research team found that "Peak 15" (called Mount Everest at the time) was the
highest peak, which was the highest peak at the time, contrary to the Kanchenjunga
Mountain (8,582 m, currently the third highest peak in the world). world.
K2 Mountain is 8,611 meters above sea level and is the second highest mountain in
the world.

Investigation Conducted on Coastal Regulatory Zone (CRZ) Norms Along The
Coastal Belt
The six-member team formed by the National Green Court recently violated the
coastal control zone regulations in the coastal area between Karavaka and Antala
State, East Godavari, Antalvidi Palipalem. A field investigation was conducted on
his behaviour. The expert group sought necessary data related to the nature of
aquaculture and beach sand mining permits.
Highlights:
According to Article 3 of India's Environmental Protection Act of 1986, the coastal
control zone notice was issued for the first time in February 1991.
In 2018-19, new rules were issued to remove certain restrictions on buildings,
simplify the approval process, and encourage tourism in coastal areas.
They restrict certain activities to activities within a certain distance from the
coastline, such as large-scale construction, the establishment of new industries,
storage or disposal of hazardous materials, mining, reclamation and bundling.
These restrictions depend on criteria such as the area's population, ecological
sensitivity, distance from the coast, and whether the area is designated as a natural
park or wildlife area.
The latest rules have a 20m restricted area for all islands close to the mainland
coast and all backwater islands on the mainland. For so-called CRZ-III (rural)
areas, two separate categories are defined.
According to the 2011 census, the population density of densely populated rural
areas (CRZ-IIIA) was 2,161 per square kilometre, and the undeveloped area was 50
m away from the high tide level, compared to the previously prescribed 200 m.
CRZ-IIIB (rural areas with a population density of less than 2,161 per square
kilometre) areas still have no exclusion zone extending from the high tide line to
200 m.
Although the CRZ rules are formulated by the Union's Ministry of Environment,
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the state government should ensure its implementation through its coastal
management agencies.

A Tough Novel Species Of Muraingrass Identified Plateaus Of Western Ghats
Of Goa
In the Western Ghats region of Goa, scientists discovered a new species of Indian
Muraingrassesthat is known for its ecological and economic importance, such as
fodder.
Highlights:
The discovered novel species was named Ischaemumjanarthanamii from plateaus
of Western Ghats of Goa.
It is named in memory of Professor M. K. Janarthanam, Professor of Botany at the
University of Goa, for his contributions to the Indian grass taxonomy and
documentation of the floristic diversity of Goa state.
It grows on the low-altitude red soil plateau on the outskirts of Bhagwan Mahavir
National Park in Goa.
This species has adapted to harsh conditions, has low nutrient utilization and
blooms in every monsoon.
From Ischaemum is known to have 85 species in the world, of which 61 species
are only found in India.
There are 40 species in the Western Ghats, with the highest concentration among
the genus.

Aerosols In Indo-Gangetic Plain Have Led To Increased Incidents Of High
Rainfall
Scientists have discovered that aerosols such as black carbon and dust that make the
Indo-Ganga Plain one of the most polluted areas in the world have led to an
increase in high rainfall events in the foothills of the Himalayas.
Highlights:
Department of Science & Technology, Government of India under DST Climate
Change program supported a team of researchers from the Rulkella National
Institute of Technology, the Leipzig Institute of Meteorology (LIM), the University
of Leipzig, Germany, the Indian Institute of Technology Madras, and the Indian
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Institute of Technology Kanpur.
This plan emphasizes the critical role of direct aerosol radiation effects on high
precipitation events in the Himalayas.
The Indo- Gangetic Plain is also known as the Indus Ganges and the North Indian
River Plain. It is located between the great northern mountains and the peninsula
plateau and consists of three main rivers: Ganges, Indus, Brahmaputra and its
tributaries.
It occupies approximately 7,000 square kilometres in the north and east of India.
The area is known for high aerosol content, a large part of which is black carbon
and dust, which is mainly caused by stubble burning and vehicle emissions.
This provides an opportunity to analyze how aerosols affect extreme rainfall
events, especially when air masses are forced from a low elevation to a higher
elevation as it moves over rising terrain technically called orographic forcing.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Global Teacher Prize Is Awarded To An Elementary School Teacher
Ranjitsinh Disale, an elementary school teacher in Solapur, Maharashtra, won the
Global Teacher Award 2020.
Global Teacher Prize:
It is an annual award of one million dollars to recognize outstanding teachers who
have made outstanding contributions to their profession.
Founder: Varkey Foundation, a global charitable foundation dedicated to
improving education. The award is organized in cooperation with UNESCO.
Objective: It emphasizes the importance of educators and the fact that their efforts
deserve recognition and praise throughout the world.
It tries to recognize that the best teachers have an impact not only on their students,
but also on the communities around them.
Insufficient education is an important factor in the social, political, economic and
health problems facing the world today. Education has the ability to alleviate
poverty, prejudice and conflict.
RanjitsinhDisale's Contribution:
He converted a dilapidated school into a school, which later became the first school
in Maharashtra to introduce a Quick Response (QR) code. A QR code is a barcode
containing a matrix of dots. It can be scanned using a QR scanner or a smartphone
with a built-in camera. He not only translates classroom textbooks into student's
native language, but also embeds them in unique QR codes so that students can
read audio poems, video lectures, stories and assignments. He is also passionate
about building peace among young people in conflict areas. His 'Let's Cross the
Borders' project connects young people in India and Pakistan, Palestine and Israel,
Iraq and Iran, and the United States and North Korea.
Impact of Disale's Efforts:
Currently, there is no record of teenage marriage in the village, and the enrollment
rate of girls has reached 100%. The state government announced in 2017 that they
will launch QR code textbooks for all grades across the state. In 2018, it was
announced that all NCERT textbooks will have QR codes embedded.

Dr. Samir Damare at CSIR- NIO to receive Senior Scientist Award
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Dr. Samir Damare, Principal Scientist and Head Analytical Services Division, at
Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR)-National Institute Of
Oceanography (NIO), Goa has been selected for the Senior Scientist Award for the
year 2020. He was selected by the Microbiologists Society, India.
Highlights:
Dr. Damare has received this award in recognition of his research in the field of
Extremophiles, Microbiology, Biotechnology & Molecular Biology. The award is
presented to Microbiologists working in different fields annually. The award will
be presented during the Annual Meeting of Society. Dr. Damare has 33
publications in reputed national and international journals. He has successfully
guided 3 Ph.D students and 23 students for Internship, Project Work, and
Dissertation.
Microbiologists Society:
Microbiologists Society, India was established in March 1996. The society has over
30 sub-units all over India and 6 units outside India. Over 70+ Student Units in
different Colleges and Universities across India. The Society has over 528 Life
Members.

United Nations Investment Promotion Council awarded India Investment
Award
The United Nations Conference on Trade & Development - UNCTAD recently
announced "Invest in India" as the winner of the 2020 United Nations Investment
Promotion Awards. The award recognizes the outstanding achievements of
investment promotion agencies around the world. In 2020, approximately 180 such
institutions will be shortlisted for this award.
Highlights:
UNCTAD has formed a team to monitor investment promotion agencies around
the world. The group was established in March 2020 to observe best practices
adopted in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
IPA's response has become the assessment of the 2020 United Nations Investment
Promotion Awards. This proves that although India is the world's second-most
populous country, India's innovations help control the spread of COVID-19 in the
country.
UNCTAD deals with trade, investment and development issues. The main target of
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the organization is to maximize trade and investment.
UNCTAD was established in 1964. It publishes reports such as the "Trade and
Development Report" and the "World Investment Report".
World Investment Report 2020 was released by UNCTAD in June 2020.
According to the report, the flow of foreign direct investment in 2020 has decreased
by 40% compared to 2019.
For the first time since 2005, global foreign direct investment flows will be below
US$1 trillion. By 2021, the foreign direct investment will fall further by 5% to
10%. According to the report, India's foreign direct investment flow in 2019
jumped to 9th place. Foreign direct investment inflows into India were US$51
billion, and India ranked 12th in 2018.
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ARTS & CULTURE
ASI Has Taken Steps To Protect Hampi Stone Chariot
The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has taken steps to protect the stone carts
in the Vittala Temple complex in Hampi, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The ASI
(Archaeological Survey of India) under the Ministry of Culture is the primary
organization for archaeological research and protection of national cultural heritage.
Hampi Chariot:
It is one of the three famous stone chariots in India. The other two are in Konark in
Odisha and Mahabalipuram in Tamil Nadu. It was built by King Krishnadevaraya,
ruler of Vijayanagara, in the 16th century. The rulers of Vijayanagara ruled from
the 14th to the 17th century AD. This is the shrine dedicated to the official vehicle
Garuda of Lord Vishnu.
Vittala Temple:
It was built in the 15th century during the reign of Devaraya II, one of the rulers of
the Vijayanagara Empire. It is dedicated to Vitara, also known as Vijaya Vitara
Temple It is said that Vitala is the incarnation of Lord Vishnu. The Dravidian style
decorates the building's architecture and further enhances the architectural style
through exquisite carvings.

Gwalior & Orchha included in UNESCO World Heritage City list
Gwalior and Orchha of Madhya Pradesh have been included in the list of World
Heritage City by UNESCO.
Highlights:
The United Nations Educational, Scientific & Cultural Organization - UNESCO,
an agency of the United Nations, aims at promoting world peace and security
through international cooperation in education, the sciences, and culture.
Orchha was the 16th century capital of the erstwhile Bundeladynasty. Orchha,
located in the Bundelkhand region of Madhya Pradesh, is famous all over the world
for its temples and palaces.
Orchha Raj Mahal, Jahangir Mahal, Ramaraja Mandir, Rai Praveen Mahal,
Laxminarayan Mandir and many other famous temples and palaces are famous for a
unique confluence of Rajput and Mughal architectural influences.
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At the same time, Gwalior city has been the capital of Gurjar Pratihar, Tomar,
Baghel Kachhwahs andScindiaRajvansh. The ancient signs left by them will be
found in the form of monuments, forts, palaces.
Gwalior is known for its palaces & temples, including the intricately carved
SasBahuKaMandir temple.
After being included in the list of World Heritage, UNESCO will work with the
tourism department of the state to preserve and refine these archaeological and
historical monuments of Orchha and Gwalior.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Central Waqf Council Meeting Presided By Union Minister For Minority
Affairs
The Union Minister for Minority Affairs presides over the Central Waqf Council
meeting. The process of establishing Waqf Boards in Jammu-Kashmir and LehKargil states has begun.
Central Waqf Council (CWC):
CWC is a statutory body established in 1964 under the Waqf Act of 1954. CWC is
under the administrative control of the Ministry of Minority Affairs, Government of
India. The Central Waqf Council (CWC) is the advisory body of the Central
Government, the State Government and the State Waqf Board, responsible for the
proper management of Auqaf (property donation) and the work of the Waqf
Council. In addition, it is implementing some of the government's plans for Waqfs.
The details of the functioning of CWC are as under:
- To look into the implementation of the provisions of the Waqf (Amendment) Act
2013 by states and UT.
- Provide legal advice on the protection and recycling of Waqfattributes and the
elimination of infringements.
- The national Waqf Development Corporation Ltd implements the urban Waqf
property development plan and determines potential Waqf development land.
- Implement education and women's welfare programs to develop skills and
empower the poor, especially women.

The Second Cancer Genome Atlas Conference Was Held in New Delhi
The Minister of Science and Technology has actually held the second TCGACancer Genome Atlas 2020 conference in New Delhi. The conference brought
together scientists and clinicians from all over the world to jointly establish the
Indian Cancer Genome Atlas (ICGA).
Indian Cancer Genome Atlas (ICGA):
It aims to create an indigenous, open-source and comprehensive database to collect
molecular profiles of all prevalent cancers in the Indian population. A variety of
molecular mechanisms, including genetic and lifestyle factors, cause cancer, posing
major challenges to treatment. Therefore, it is necessary to better understand the
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underlying factors of the patient.
TCGA:
This is a landmark Cancer Genomics Program with molecular characteristics of
more than 20,000 primary cancers and matched normal samples covering 33 cancer
types.
Genomics aims to sequence, assemble, and analyse the structure and function of
genomes.
Genome defined as the genetic material of an organism and it consists of DNA (or
RNA in RNA viruses).
TCGA is a joint effort of the National Cancer Institute (NCI) and the National
Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI), both of which are part of the
National Institutes of Health , U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. It
started in 2006.
TCGA generates a large amount of genomic, epigenomic, transcriptomic, and
proteomic data.
Transcriptomicstechnologies are the techniques used to study an organism's
transcriptome, the sum of all of its RNA transcripts.
A proteome is a group of proteins produced in an organism.
These data have led to improved capabilities in the diagnosis, treatment and
prevention of cancer.
On similar lines, the establishment of an "Indian Cancer Genomics Atlas (ICGA)'
has been initiated by a consortium of key stakeholders in India led by the Council
of Scientific and Industrial Research Government of India in which several
government agencies, cancer hospitals, academic institutions and private sector are
partners.

National Water Development Agency Meeting Presided By Mos For Jal Shakti
The MoS for Jal Shakti presided over the annual shareholders meeting of the
National Water Development Agency (NWDA).
National Water Development Agency (NWDA):
NWDA was Established in 1982, as an autonomous society that conducts water
balance and other studies based on science and reality to make the best use of water
resources in the peninsula river system for preparation of feasibility reports.
This will be managed by the Central Water Commission and the then Ministry of
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Irrigation(now Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Water Resources, River
Development & Ganga Rejuvenation (DoWR, RD& GR)).
In 1990, the agency also carried out similar activities for the Himalayan
component of the National Vision Program.
Since 2006, NWDA has also begun the task of exploring the feasibility of river
connections in the state. It belongs to the Ministry of Jal Shakti.

NADA Organized a Webinar On Anti-Doping And Sports Science
National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) organized a webinar on Anti-doping and
Sports science. NADA is a national organization responsible for promoting,
coordinating and monitoring various forms of sports doping control programs in
India.
NADA:
NADA is a national organization responsible for promoting, coordinating and
monitoring various forms of sports doping control programs in India.
NADA handles and implements anti-doping rules and policies which conform with
the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA), cooperates with other anti-doping
organizations and promotes anti-doping research and education.
The main goal is to implement anti-doping rules in accordance with WADA rules,
standardize doping control plans, promote education and research, and raise
awareness of doping and its adverse effects.
It was established in 2005 and it belongs to the Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports of GOI.
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA):
The World Anti-Doping Agency was established in 1999. It is an independent
international organization composed and funded on an equal footing by the world
sports and governments of all countries in the world.
Its principal activities include scientific research, education, development of antidoping capabilities and monitoring of the World Anti-Doping Code (this document
coordinates all sports and all countries' anti-doping policies).
It is committed to leading a global cooperative doping-free campaign.
The agency was established after the Lausanne Declaration on Doping in Sports.
WADA is a Swiss private law, a non-profit foundation.
Its location is in Lausanne, Switzerland, and its headquarters is in Montreal,
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Canada.

PM Addresses The India Mobile Congress
The Prime Minister addresses the India Mobile Congress 2020. India Mobile
Congress(IMC) is the largest digital technology forum in South Asia.
India Mobile Congress (IMC) 2020:
IMC is organized by the Department of Telecommunications of India (DoT) and
the Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI).
IMC has established its own leading platform, gathering industry, government,
academia and other ecosystem participants to discuss and showcase the latest
developments in the technological world.
This is also India's largest social event in the field of digital technology. Activities
include exhibitions and international conferences.
The theme of IMC 2020 is "Inclusive Innovation-Smart, Secure and Sustainable".

Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh, Addresses ASEAN Defence Minister
Meeting
Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh participated in the 14th ASEAN Defense
Ministers' Meeting Plus organized online in Hanoi, Vietnam.
Highlights:
ADMM Plus is an annual meeting of Defense Ministers of 10 ASEAN countries
and 8 partner countries, namely Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, South
Korea, the Russian Federation and the United States.
This year marks the 10th anniversary of the ADMM Plus Forum.
India emphasized the key role of ASEAN-centric forums in promoting dialogue
and participating in the establishment of a diversified cooperative security order in
Asia.
India emphasized that, in particular, the Indo-Pacific region faces many traditional
and non-traditional security threats.
The Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI) initiated by the East Asia Summit last
year (2019) can be regarded as an open global action plan, which draws on the
existing regional cooperation structures and mechanisms.
It focuses on seven main pillars around Maritime Security, Maritime Ecology,
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Maritime Resources, Capacity Building and Resource Sharing, Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management, Science, Technology and Academic Cooperation, and
Trade Connectivity and Maritime Transport.
India calls on the Indo-Pacific to establish an open and inclusive order based on
respect for national sovereignty and territorial integrity, peaceful settlement of
disputes through dialogue, and compliance with international rules and laws.
India has always expressed support for the freedom of navigation and overflight
for all persons in international waters under the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 7 - December 13, 2020)

SCHEMES
PM-KUSUM Scheme Guidelines Were Issued
MNRE (Ministry of New and Renewable Energy) issued guidelines for the
implementation of feeder-level Solarisation under component C of the PMKUSUM scheme.
Highlights:
The KUSUM program consists of three parts.
- Component A includes the installation of distributed ground-mounted renewable
energy power plants.
- Component B includes the installation of an independent solar agricultural pump.
- Component C includes Solarisation for grid-connected agricultural pumps.
The goal of Component-C of the PM-KUSUM plan is to provide farmers with
reliable daytime electricity and increase their income by purchasing excess solar
energy, thereby encouraging them to save water.
In the case of feeder-level solarization, farmers will obtain reliable solar energy for
irrigation during the day, but there is no provision to sell excess solar energy.
Therefore, farmers can be encouraged to save water and increase income.
DISCOM (Distribution Company)should evaluate the average electricity demand
of farmers in a certain area based on various factors.
This power requirement will be considered as baseline power consumption.
DISCOM should encourage farmers to use electricity that is lower than the
baseline electricity consumption.
This kind of electricity saving should be regarded as surplus electricity injected by
farmers, and DISCOM will use the surplus electricity to pay for these surpluses at a
predetermined electricity price.
This will be an important measure to maintain the groundwater level.

Jal Jeevan Mission - Visit Andhra Pradesh
A team from the National Jal Jeveen Mission (NJJM) will visit Andhra Pradesh to
provide technical assistance to the state to achieve the goal of "HarGhar Jal" under
the flagship program "Jal Jeveen Mission", And identify different issues and
challenges, and document good practices.
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Key Facts:
This is a flagship program of the Union Government, which aims to provide all
rural households with sufficient drinking water of prescribed quality on a regular
and long-term basis.
The Union and state governments are working together to achieve this ambitious
goal of providing guaranteed drinking water to rural households.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Indian-origin Anil Soni appointed as CEO for WHO Foundation
World Health Organisation (WHO) has appointed Indian-origin Anil Soni as the
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) for the WHO Foundation. Global health expert Soni
will assume his role as its inaugural CEO on 1st January 2020. He will be the first
CEO of the newly launched WHO Foundation. In his new role, Soni will accelerate
the WHO Foundation's work to invest in innovative, evidence-based initiatives that
support WHO in delivering on its mission to ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing for all.
Anil Soni:
Anil Soni has spent two decades in service of communities affected by HIV/AIDS
and other infectious diseases. In his career, from 2002-2004, initially, he had served
as the Executive Director (ED) at the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Malaria, and
Tuberculosis. Soni is well-known for mobilizing resources and advocating for
global health priorities. From 2004-2005, he had served as the Founding Executive
Director of Friends of the Global Fight. He had served as the senior advisor at the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and the MDG Health Alliance.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Civil Aviation Day 2020 is On 7 December
Every December 7th is International Civil Aviation Day to raise awareness of the
importance of the role of the International Civil Aviation Organization (IACO) in
air transport. The International Civil Aviation Organization is the United Nations
agency responsible for international standards for aviation safety. This day is
marked as a global anniversary, not a public holiday.
Highlights:
On December 7, 1994, the IACO (International Civil Aviation Organization)
signed the 50th anniversary of the International Civil Aviation Convention,
celebrating the first International Civil Aviation Day.
The United Nations (UN) and countries around the world have adopted the
"Agenda 2030", focusing on global sustainable development.
The ICAO Council establishes a special anniversary theme for International Civil
Aviation Day every five years. Throughout the four-year intervention period, the
council will choose a theme.
From the year 2015 to 2018, the theme of International Civil Aviation Day is
"Working together to ensure that no other country is left behind."
From now to 2023, the Security Council has decided to set the theme as:
"Advancing Innovation for Global Aviation Development".
In 1996, the UNGA (United Nations General Assembly) passed General Assembly
Resolution A29-1 and declared that this day will be International Civil Aviation
Day.
International Civil Aviation Organization ICAO:
ICAO is a United Nations agency that supports the development of international
aviation safety standards that is established on December 7, 1944, in order to ensure
the consistency of international cooperation and civil aviation affairs. In the same
year, the "International Services Transit Agreement" and the "International Air
Service Agreement" were also signed. In 1994, ICAO launched International Civil
Aviation Day to commemorate its 50th anniversary. This is done to arouse and
utilize the global awareness of the value of international civil aviation in the social
& economic development of countries.The IACO-International Civil Aviation
Organization is a United Nations agency that operates in conjunction with other
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United Nations member states.

Armed Forces Flag Day Is On 7 December
The Flag Day of the Armed Forces was celebrated on December 7 to commemorate
the martyrs and uniformed soldiers, and dedicated to raising funds from the people
for the benefit of the armed forces.
Highlights:
All three branches of the armed forces, namely the Indian Army, the Indian Air
Force and the Indian Navy, have organized various types of programs on the Flag
Day of the Armed Forces to pay tribute and commend the soldiers for their efforts
to safeguard national honour.
The main purpose of the armed forces flag day is to collect funds from the people
through the sale of batches, stickers and other items to improve the staff of the
armed forces. On August 28, 1949, the Ministry of Defence decided to celebrate
this day to commemorate soldiers, sailors and pilots.
The armed forces flag day celebration aims to pay tribute to the heroic and difficult
soldiers and to reshape the harmony of citizens. The focus of the annual celebration
is to provide rehabilitation services for war victims, relocate and restore the health
of former soldiers. Therefore, the celebration of Flag Day of the Armed Forces
strengthened the cultural ties between Indians and members of the armed forces.
To commemorate the sacrifices by the army, air force and navy personnel to the
country, the Indian Armed Forces Flag Day is celebrated annually. The purpose of
this event is to actively participate and provide support to the public across the
country for the following purposes:
- Provide rehabilitation services to the families of war victims.
- Take action for the welfare of employees and their families.
- Assist in the placement and welfare of former soldiers and their families.
In celebrating the event, the public and volunteers collected donations by selling
coupon signs, stickers and other items across India. This helps to increase the
amount of money raised by ordinary people in a variety of ways. These funds are
used for the welfare of the Indian armed forces.
Indian military personnel distribute Indian tricolour flags or vehicle flags across
the country (red, dark blue, and light blue indicate the three divisions of the Indian
Army). The brave and enterprising militants showed the civilians how they faced

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 7 - December 13, 2020)

encounters and sacrificed their lives in order to preserve and protect the life of the
country.
The collection of funds is managed by the local agency of the Kendriya Sainik
Committee under the Indian Ministry of Defence. It is controlled by the
management committee and supervised by official and unofficial voluntary
organizations.

International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of the Victims of the Crime
of Genocide and of the Prevention of this Crime is observed on 9th December
International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of the Victims of the Crime of
Genocide and of the Prevention of this crime observed on the 9th of December. The
day also marks the 72nd anniversary of the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. The day aims to raise awareness of the
Genocide Convention and its role in combating and preventing the crime of
genocide as defined in the Convention and to commemorate and honor its victims.
How to Prevent Genocide?
Genocide and genocidal conflicts are more important for Genocide and related
atrocities that tend to occur in societies with diverse national, racial, ethnic, or
religious groups that are locked in identity-related conflicts. To prevent Genocide,
first the factors (discriminatory practices) in a given situation that lead to or account
for acute disparities in the treatment of a diverse population should be identified.
Then, ways to diminish should be found and eventually eradicate these possible
causes of genocidal violence. The day is observed as genocide is a truly global
challenge.

International Anti-Corruption Day is observed on 9 December
International Anti-Corruption Day is observed on 9 December. The day aims to
raise awareness about corruption and the measures that can be taken to combat
corruption. The day aims to raise awareness about the menace of Corruption and
what people can do to fight it.
Corruption
Corruption is exercising the use of powers by government officials or their network
contacts for illegitimate private gain. The form of corruption includes patronage,
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influence peddling, graft, bribery, nepotism, extortion, cronyism. Corruption can
undermine social and economic development in all societies. Sadly, no country,
region or community is immune from corruption. The UN reported that every year
$1 trillion is paid in bribes. It also estimated $2.6 trillion is stolen annually through
corruption. The amount that is bribed in a year is the sum equivalent to more than
5% of the global Gross domestic product (GDP). The United Nations Development
Programme report stated that in developing countries the funds that are lost to
corruption are estimated at 10 times the amount of official development assistance.
History:
On 31st October 2003, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) adopted the
United Nations Convention against Corruption. It passed a resolution and
designated 9th December as International Anti-Corruption Day. The day was
designated to raise awareness of corruption and of the role of the Convention in
combating and preventing it. The Convention came into force in December 2005.

SAARC Charter Day is On 8th December
SAARC Charter Day is On 8th December
Every December 8th is the SAARC Charter Day. This day marked the signing of
the SAARC Charter at the first SAARC meeting held in Dhaka (Bangladesh) in
1985.
Highlights:
Only in an atmosphere free from terror and violence can the full potential of
SAARC be realized. This shows that India's concerns about cross-border terrorism
from Pakistan are still the main obstacle to India's participation in the summit.
Pakistan and Nepal both called for the holding of the SAARC summit as soon as
possible in their speeches. India also called on the SAARC countries to "commit
themselves to defeating the forces that support and foster terrorism."
India is also committed to building an "integrated, interconnected, secure and
prosperous South Asia" and will support the economic, technological, cultural and
social development of the region.
India emphasized the importance of strengthening cooperation and mentioned an
example of early coordination among SAARC countries in response to the
Covid-19 pandemic. The Covid-19 Emergency Fund was established, and India
initially provided US$10 million in donations.
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Due to the tension between India and Pakistan, the operation and activities of
SAARC have actually come to a standstill.
With the exception of the virtual meeting held in March on the Covid-19 situation,
SAARC has not had any significant participation since the summit meeting held in
Pakistan in 2016 after India withdrew from the Uri terrorist attack.
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation:
- Eight Member States: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
- Secretariat: Kathmandu (Nepal).
- Goal: among other things, to promote the welfare of the people of South Asia,
improve their quality of life, and promote economic growth.
- SAARC Summit: These are usually held every two years and are arranged in
alphabetical order by member states. The last SAARC summit in 2014 was held in
Kathmandu (Nepal), and India attended the meeting.

Army Service Corps Day is on 8th December
The Indian Army celebrates the 260th Army Service Corps Day on December 8,
2020. The Indian Army Service Corps (IASC) is a corps and branch of the Indian
Army that handles army logistics support functions.
Army Service Corps:
The origin of the Corps can be found back to 1760, when the most basic supply
and transportation organization of the three chairpersons of the East India Company
was led by one agency.
In 1901, it was renamed the Supply & Transport Corps. During World War I, the
corps became a permanent part of the British Indian Army and was renamed the
Indian Army Service Corps in 1923.
In 1935, the corps was awarded the "Royal" prefix and was called the Royal Indian
Army Service Corps (RIASC).
On December 8, 1950, after India became a republic, the regiment abandoned the
use of the "Royal" prefix and was renamed the Indian Army Corps again. From that
day on, the Corps began to celebrate the fundraising day on December 8.
The unit is mainly responsible for the supply, procurement and distribution of
rations, fresh and edible dry food, FOL (fuel, oil, lubricant), sanitary chemicals and
hospital comfort supplies for the army, air force and navy in need, and other
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paramilitary forces.
Other responsibilities include frontline transportation and mechanical
transportation operations other than combat vehicles. Officers of army units are not
considered army combatants.
IASC's group buying centre is in Bangalore. Its motto is
"SevaAsmakamDharmaha".

Human Rights Day is on 10th December
Every year 10th December is observed as National Human Rights Day. The theme
of Human Rights Day for the year 2020 is "Recover Better - Stand Up For Human
Rights".
Highlights:
The theme of Human Rights Day 2020 is "Recover Better - Stand Up For Human
Rights".
The main reason to observe this day every year is to help people aware of their
social, cultural and physical rights and it also ensures the welfare of the people in
all possible contexts.
And To commemorate the "Universal Declaration of Human Rights" adopted by
the UN General Assembly in December 1948.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a landmark document in the history
of human rights.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights has been translated into more than
500 languages and is the most translated document in the world.

International Mountain Day is on 11th December
The United Nations (UN) and several other international organizations celebrate
International Mountain Day on December 11th every year. Protecting mountain
areas is very important, because mountain areas have 15% of the world's
population. They also have more than half of the world's biodiversity hotspots. The
protection of mountains is also a key part of Sustainable Development Goal 15.
This year, celebrate the International Mountain Day with the theme "Mountain
Biodiversity".
Highlights:
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The first International Mountain Day was celebrated in 2003. Mountain areas and
their protection measures have attracted increasing attention, forcing the United
Nations to declare 2002 as the United Nations International Year of Mountain
Areas.
In 1992, the United Nations adopted "Managing Fragile Ecosystems: Sustainable
Mountain Development". This is part of the "Agenda 21" action plan of the
Conference on Environment and Development.
Goal 4 of SDG 15 is dedicated to protecting mountain biodiversity. In addition, the
decade from 2021 to 2030 has been declared the United Nations Decade for
Ecosystem Restoration. This also includes mountain ecosystems.
Governments must prepare for the post-2020 global biodiversity framework
adopted at the fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention
on Biological Diversity (COP15). These measures help protect the mountains.
According to the United Nations, among the 20 crops that provide 80% of the
world's food, six are diversified in mountainous areas. They are potatoes, barley,
tomatoes, barley, sorghum and apples.
More than half of human beings rely on mountain fresh water every day. Over 30%
of the world's key biodiversity areas are located in mountainous areas. Mountain
areas are being highly threatened by climate change and overdevelopment.
Alpine glaciers melt faster. Therefore, reducing the carbon footprint and protecting
these mountains and their biodiversity have become crucial.

Submarine Day is on 08th December
The Indian Navy celebrated Submarine Day on December 8 that the second
lieutenant of the Indian Navy launched on the INS Kalvari in Riga, Latvia, the
former Soviet Union in 1967. This was the first submarine of the Indian Navy.
Kalvari is the Malayalam name for the predator tiger shark. In the Indian Ocean,
Kalvari retired in 1996 after 29 years of service.
Highlights:
INS Kalvari is a Foxtrot-class diesel-electric submarine of the former Soviet
Union. This is a 91.3-meter-long submarine with 75 crew members. Its surface
speed is 16 knots and its underwater speed is 15 knots.
It has a range of 32,000 km at 8 knots per hour on the ground and 610 km at 10
knots per hour underwater. It can carry 22 torpedoes and 42 mines instead of
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torpedoes.
The first commander of INS Kal Kalvari, Commander KS Subramanian, brought
the submarine from St. Petersburg, Russia to Visakhapatnam, India.
After the INS Kalvari missile, three more submarines-Karanj, Khanderi and
Kursura-are in service with the submarine support vehicle Amba in the Indian
Navy. In 1972, an underwater rescue ship INS Nistar also entered service.
The Indian Navy is introducing several "Kalvari" class submarines, named after
the first submarine in service. INS Kalvari is an S fish-class diesel-electric
submarine, which was put into use in 2017 after being constructed at Mazagon
Wharf in Mumbai.
It was designed by the French company DCNS. INS Khanderi is another of the
Kalvari-class submarines currently in service. The other submarines scheduled to
join service in this class are Vela, Karanj, Vaghir and Vaghsheer.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
SJVN, IREDA signed MoU for Green Energy Projects
SJVN Limited, a PSU under the Ministry of Power has signed a Memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Ltd.
(IREDA), a PSU under the Ministry of New & Renewable Energy. The MoU was
signed by Shri Nand Lal Sharma, CMD, SJVN and Shri Pradip Kumar Das, CMD,
IREDA in the presence of Shri Akhileshwar Singh, Director (Finance), SJVN, Shri
Surinder Pal Bansal, Director (Civil), SJVN, Shri Chintan Shah, Director
(Technical), IREDA, and other senior officials
Highlights:
Under this, IREDA will provide its services to SJVN for Green Energy projects.
today through virtual mode.
Also, IREDA will undertake Techno-Financial due diligence of Renewable
Energy, Energy Efficiency & Conservation Projects for SJVN.
As per the MoU, IREDA will also assist SJVN in developing an action plan to
create and acquire Renewable Energy projects for the next 5 years.
SJVN aims to contribute to realizing the renewable energy target of 175 GW by
2022 set by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Currently, SJVN is developing a 100 MW Dholera Solar Power Project and 100
MW Raghanseda Solar Power Project in Gujarat.
Both SJVN & IREDA will work together in forming a synergy between both the
organization.
The MoU will serve to facilitate knowledge and technology transfer and provide
consultancy & research services, which will contribute to driving sustainable
development of the country.

NTPC signed MoU with IIFM, Bhopal for Narmada Landscape Restoration
Project
NTPC Ltd. signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Indian
Institute of Forest Management (IIFM), Bhopal, an Autonomous Institute that
functions under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), GoI, to implement the Narmada Landscape Restoration Project. The
project aims to establish an incentivization mechanism to maintain sustainable
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landscape practices in the Narmada basin.
Highlights:
The span of the project will be 4 years as per the MoU.
The project will be implemented in Khargone, Madhya Pradesh, in the catchments
of selected tributaries of the River Narmada between Omkareshwar and Maheshwar
dams.
IIFM, Bhopal with the grant-in-aid from NTPC Ltd., will be jointly implementing
this project with Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI). GGGI is an
intergovernmental organization that promotes sustainable and inclusive economic
growth in emerging economies.
GGGI will participate in this project with funding support from USAID, the
international development arm of the US Government.
This consortium project with the collaboration of NTPC, IIFM, GGGI, USAID
will open new vistas that will manage watersheds in the country to maintain water
quality and supplement Smart Cities by introducing a smarter way of purification of
urban water supplies.

Cabinet approves the proposal of SEBI to sign Bilateral MoU between India
and Luxembourg
Union cabinet approved the proposal of the Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) to sign a bilateral memorandum of understanding (MOU) SEBI and the
Luxembourg Commission de Surveillance du Secteur Financier (CSSF).
Objectives:
The Memorandum of Understanding may strengthen cross-border cooperation in
the field of securities supervision and promote mutual assistance.
Contribute to improving the efficiency of the supervisory function and help impart
knowledge in technical fields.
Ability to effectively enforce laws and regulations related to the Indian and
Luxembourg securities markets.
Highlights:
Like SEBI, CSSF is a co-signer of the International Organization of Securities
Commission's Multilateral Memorandum of Understanding (IOSCO MMoU).
The proposed bilateral memorandum of understanding will help to strengthen the
information sharing framework for effective enforcement of securities laws, and
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will also help establish technical assistance programs
The technical assistance program will benefit the authorities through consultations
related to capital markets, capacity building activities and staff training programs.
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INDEX / LIST
IIT Comes Up With Urban Quality Of Life Index
Researchers from IIT-Bombay proposed the current quality of urban life index
related to actual urban life in India. This is the first time that gender parity has been
taken into account. According to research, women experience different cities.
Meeting the needs of women is essential to promote sustainable urban
development. Besides, only 36% of urban households in Patna can use treated tap
water.
Rankings of the cities according to the index:
Top city - Mumbai
The other top cities - Delhi, Kolkata and Chennai.
Most women-friendly - Chennai
Least women-friendly - Patna
Highest crime rate against women - Jaipur
Lowest crime rate against women - Chennai
Lowest gap in literacy rate between women and men - Kolkata (5.4%).
Widest gap in literacy rate between women and men - Jaipur (13.2%)
Highest overall Literacy rate - Pune (91%)
Lowest overall Literacy rate - Hyderabad (83%).
Highest unemployment rate for women Patna

Finance Minister Released The Smuggling In India Report
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman recently released the "Smuggling Report in
India 2019-20". The report was released at the 63rd-anniversary celebration of the
US Revenue Intelligence Agency. The report analyzes the smuggling trends of
narcotic drugs, gold and foreign currencies, security and commercial fraud.
Highlights:
The Revenue Intelligence Agency has investigated 412 smuggling cases and,
seized 1,949 crore rupees in 2019-20. The Revenue Intelligence Bureau arrested
837 economic criminals. It unearthed 761 complicated tax evasion cases. The total
is Rs 218.3 billion.
Gold: According to the report, about 120 tons of gold were smuggled into India in
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2019-20. According to the World Gold Council, this is 15% to 17% of the country's
annual demand. In recent years, the amount of gold smuggled across land borders
has increased. The porous international borders between India and other countries
such as Myanmar, Nepal and Bangladesh help gold smugglers. There is a
16-kilometre free passage system between India and Myanmar. This allows people
to travel without visa restrictions. If gold smugglers use the area, it is also part of
China's Myanmar smuggling network.
Narcotic Drugs: In April 2019, with the support of the Assamese rifle, the
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence conducted a covert operation during the fall of
Manipur. During the operation, approximately 100,000 methamphetamine tablets
were seized. These tablets are commonly called YaBa tablets.
Cigarettes and tobacco products: According to the report, India has become the
world's fourth-largest illegal cigarette market. In 2019-20, the Revenue Intelligence
Agency seized 76.95 crore cigarettes.
Wildlife smuggling: Red Sandalwood is an endangered species of Indian wildlife.
It is unique to the southern part of the Eastern Ghats. It is included in Appendix II
of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora). The Revenue Intelligence Bureau seized approximately 174 metric tons of
Red Sanders or Red Sandalwood in 2019-20, and exported it to countries such as
Malaysia, Taiwan and China.
The Revenue Intelligence Service seized more than 9,120-star tortoises in the
country in 2019-20. The Indian star tortoise is a vulnerable species found in
northwestern India and southeastern Pakistan, Tamil Nadu, Odisha, eastern
Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh. It belongs to the provisions of Schedule IV of the
Wildlife Protection Law. The Indian star tortoise has been listed in Appendix 1 of
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora.
Some other major wildlife seizures in 2019-20 are as follows:
- Black and White Ruffed Lemur: Listed in CITES Appendix I, Critically
Endangered Species
- Hollock Gibbon: Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act, an endangered
species.
- Palm Civet: An endangered species specified in Schedule II of the Wildlife
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Protection Act of 1972.

The New Climate Institute Released global Climate Change Performance
Index
The Global Climate Change Performance Index was recently released by the New
Climate Institute, Germanwatch and CAN (Climate Action Network).
Highlights:
Since 2005, the index has rated 57 greenhouse gas emitters worldwide. These
countries account for 90% of global emissions.
The index aims to compare mitigation measures and increase the transparency of
international climate politics.
India ranked in the top 10in the climate change performance index for the second
consecutive year.
China is one of the largest emitters of greenhouse gases, ranking 33rd.In 2020,
India's ranking fell to 10th. India ranked 31st in 2014.
According to the index, only two G20 countries (India and the United Kingdom)
rank among the top. The rest of the 6 countries (such as Saudi Arabia, the United
States, South Korea, Australia, and Russia) are at the bottom of the index.
No country is in the top three. This is because no country is fulfilling its
commitment to the Paris Agreement.
Sweden ranked fourth, followed by the United Kingdom, Denmark, Morocco,
Norway, and Chile.
The index is compiled by evaluating the performance of 47 countries in the four
categories of renewable energy, greenhouse gas emissions, climate policy and
energy use.
India's responses to Climate Change:
India launched the National Climate Change Action Plan to address climate
adaptation and mitigation issues
The National Clean Energy Fund was launched in 2010 to promote clean energy
plans.
India has made three commitments under the Paris Agreement.
By 2030, India's greenhouse gas emissions will be reduced by 33% to 35% from
2005 levels. 40% of India's electricity capacity will be based on non-fossil fuels.
By 2030, India will create a carbon sink with an additional forest cover of 250 to 3
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billion tons of carbon dioxide equivalent.
India established the International Solar Energy Alliance at the United Nations
Climate Change Conference.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) International Civil Aviation Day 2020 is On _________________________
A.7 December
B.6 December
C.5 December
D.4 December

Answer A
Explanation Every December 7th is International Civil Aviation Day to raise awareness of the
importance of the role of the International Civil Aviation Organization (IACO) in air transport.
The International Civil Aviation Organization is the United Nations agency responsible for
international standards for aviation safety. This day is marked as a global anniversary, not a
public holiday.

2) On December 7, 1994, the IACO signed the ____________________ of the
International Civil Aviation Convention, celebrating the first International
Civil Aviation Day.
A.25th anniversary
B.50th anniversary
C.75th anniversary
D.100th anniversary

Answer B
Explanation On December 7, 1994, the IACO (International Civil Aviation Organization) signed
the 50th anniversary of the International Civil Aviation Convention, celebrating the first
International Civil Aviation Day.The United Nations (UN) and countries around the world have
adopted the "Agenda 2030", focusing on global sustainable development.

3) The ICAO Council establishes a special anniversary theme for International
Civil Aviation Day every __________ years.
A.8
B.7
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C.6
D.5

Answer D
Explanation The United Nations (UN) and countries around the world have adopted the "Agenda
2030", focusing on global sustainable development.The ICAO Council establishes a special
anniversary theme for International Civil Aviation Day every five years. Throughout the fouryear intervention period, the council will choose a theme.

4) From now to 2023, the theme of International Civil Aviation Day
______________________
A."Working together to ensure that no other country is left behind."
B."Advancing Innovation for Global Aviation Development".
C.Both A and B
D.None

Answer B
Explanation The ICAO Council establishes a special anniversary theme for International Civil
Aviation Day every five years. Throughout the four-year intervention period, the council will
choose a theme. From the year 2015 to 2018, the theme of International Civil Aviation Day is
"Working together to ensure that no other country is left behind." From now to 2023, the Security
Council has decided to set the theme as: "Advancing Innovation for Global Aviation
Development".

5) In 1994, ICAO launched International Civil Aviation Day to commemorate
its _______________________.
A.25th anniversary
B.100th anniversary
C.75th anniversary
D.50th anniversary

Answer D
Explanation ICAO is a United Nations agency that supports the development of international
aviation safety standards that is established on December 7, 1944, in order to ensure the
consistency of international cooperation and civil aviation affairs. In the same year, the
"International Services Transit Agreement" and the "International Air Service Agreement" were
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also signed. In 1994, ICAO launched International Civil Aviation Day to commemorate its 50th
anniversary.

6) Armed Forces Flag Day Is On ______________________
A.7 December
B.8 December
C.9 December
D.10 December

Answer A
Explanation The Flag Day of the Armed Forces was celebrated on December 7 to commemorate
the martyrs and uniformed soldiers, and dedicated to raising funds from the people for the benefit
of the armed forces.

7) Indian military personnel distribute Indian tricolor flags on Armed Forces
Flag Day. The tricolor includes
A.red, dark red, and light blue
B.red, dark blue, and light green
C.red, dark blue, and light blue
D.Pink, dark blue, and light blue

Answer C
Explanation Indian military personnel distribute Indian tricolor flags or vehicle flags across the
country (red, dark blue, and light blue indicate the three divisions of the Indian Army). The brave
and enterprising militants showed the civilians how they faced encounters and sacrificed their
lives in order to preserve and protect the life of the country.

8) IUCN status of Malayan squirrels is __________________________
A.Vulnerable
B.Endangered
C.Extinct
D.Near Threatened

Answer D
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Explanation The Malayan squirrel is one of the largest squirrel species in the world. Its upper
body is dark, the lower half is pale, and its tail is long and bushy.IUCN status: Near Threatened.
It is protected by India's Wildlife Protection Act.The Malayan squirrel is found in India: West
Bengal, Sikkim, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya and Nagaland. Other countries: South
China, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, Myanmar, Malay Peninsula, Sumatra and Java.

9) The Malayan squirrel is found in _____________________________
A.West Bengal
B.Sikkim
C.Arunachal Pradesh
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The Malayan squirrel is found in India: West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya and Nagaland. Other countries: South China, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam,
Myanmar, Malay Peninsula, Sumatra and Java.

10) The Malayan squirrel is found in _____________________________
A.South China
B.Thailand
C.Vietnam
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The Malayan squirrel is found in India: West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya and Nagaland. Other countries: South China, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam,
Myanmar, Malay Peninsula, Sumatra and Java.

11) Bhashan Char, also called as Thengar Char, is a small island located at the
mouth of the Megna River. It belongs to _______________________
A.Bangladesh
B.Myanmar
C.Malaysia
D.SriLanka
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Answer A
Explanation Bhashan Char, also called as Thengar Char, is a small island located at the mouth of
the Megna River. It belongs to Bangladesh.

12) Which among the following cities took the top place in Urban Quality Of
Life Index?
A.Mumbai
B.Chennai
C.Patna
D.Jaipur

Answer A
Explanation Rankings of the cities according to the index-Top city - Mumbai The other top cities
- Delhi, Kolkata and Chennai.Most women-friendly - Chennai Least women-friendly PatnaHighest crime rate against women - Jaipur Lowest crime rate against women - Chennai

13) Which among the following cities is Most women-friendly in Urban
Quality Of Life Index?
A.Chennai
B.Patna
C.Pune
D.Hyderabad

Answer A
Explanation Rankings of the cities according to the index-Top city - Mumbai The other top cities
- Delhi, Kolkata and Chennai.Most women-friendly - Chennai Least women-friendly PatnaHighest crime rate against women - Jaipur Lowest crime rate against women ChennaiLowest gap in literacy rate between women and men - Kolkata (5.4%).Widest gap in
literacy rate between women and men - Jaipur (13.2%) Highest overall Literacy rate - Pune
(91%) Lowest overall Literacy rate - Hyderabad (83%).Highest unemployment rate for women
Patna

14) Which among the following cities is Least women-friendly in Urban
Quality Of Life Index?
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A.Chennai
B.Patna
C.Pune
D.Hyderabad

Answer B
Explanation Top city - Mumbai The other top cities - Delhi, Kolkata and Chennai.Most womenfriendly - Chennai Least women-friendly - PatnaHighest crime rate against women - Jaipur
Lowest crime rate against women - ChennaiLowest gap in literacy rate between women and men
- Kolkata (5.4%).Widest gap in literacy rate between women and men - Jaipur (13.2%) Highest
overall Literacy rate - Pune (91%) Lowest overall Literacy rate - Hyderabad (83%).Highest
unemployment rate for women Patna

15) Vittala Temple was built in the _________ century
A.17th
B.16th
C.15th
D.14th

Answer C
Explanation Vittala Temple: It was built in the 15th century during the reign of Devaraya II, one
of the rulers of the Vijayanagara Empire. It is dedicated to Vitara, also known as Vijaya Vitara
Temple It is said that Vitala is the incarnation of Lord Vishnu. The Dravidian style decorates the
building's architecture and further enhances the architectural style through exquisite carvings.

16) Famous stone chariots in India are__________________
A.Hampi Chariot
B.Konark
C.Mahabalipuram
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Hampi Chariot: It is one of the three famous stone chariots in India. The other two
are in Konark in Odisha and Mahabalipuram in Tamil Nadu. It was built by King
Krishnadevaraya, ruler of Vijayanagara, in the 16th century. The rulers of Vijayanagara ruled
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from the 14th to the 17th century AD. This is the shrine dedicated to the official vehicle Garuda
of Lord Vishnu.

17) In a rare celestial event, Jupiter and Saturn will be very close to each other
(conjunction) on _______________________
A.December 23, 2020
B.December 21, 2020
C.December 20, 2020
D.December 22, 2020

Answer B
Explanation In a rare celestial event, Jupiter and Saturn will be very close to each other
(conjunction) on December 21, 2020, looking like a bright star. If two celestial bodies are
visually close to the earth, they are called conjunctions.

18) Jupiter orbits the sun about once every ______ years
A.10
B.11
C.12
D.13

Answer C
Explanation Jupiter orbits the sun about once every 12 years, and Saturn orbits about once every
29 years.The combined time will be December 21, 2020, which is the date of the summer solstice
each year.

19) Saturn orbits about once every ______________ years
A.31
B.13
C.19
D.29

Answer D
Explanation Jupiter orbits the sun about once every 12 years, and Saturn orbits about once every
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29 years.The combined time will be December 21, 2020, which is the date of the summer solstice
each year.In terms of distance, this will be the closest alignment between Saturn and Jupiter since
1623. The next time the planet will be so close is 2080.

20) United Nations Conference on Trade & Development was established in
_____________
A.1961
B.1963
C.1962
D.1964

Answer D
Explanation UNCTAD was established in 1964. It publishes reports such as the "Trade and
Development Report" and the "World Investment Report".World Investment Report 2020 was
released by UNCTAD in June 2020. According to the report, the flow of foreign direct
investment in 2020 has decreased by 40% compared to 2019.

21) IUCN Red List Status of Houbara bust is _________________
A.Vulnerable
B.Extinct
C.Endangered
D.Near threatened

Answer A
Explanation Some Asian Houbara bustards live and breed in the southern part of their mountains
ranges, including parts of Iran, Pakistan, and Turkmenistan.IUCN Red List Status: Vulnerable

22) Mission Hayabasu2 was launched in ___________________
A.December 2011
B.December 2015
C.December 2019
D.December 2014

Answer D
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Explanation The Mission Hayabasu2 was launched in December 2014.The spacecraft was sent
on a six-year voyage to study the asteroid Dragon Palace and collect samples.NASA's OSIRISREX mission also brought back samples from the asteroid Bennu in late October 2020.

23) Human Rights Day is on _______________________
A.10th December
B.11th December
C.12th December
D.13th December

Answer A
Explanation Every year 10th December is observed as National Human Rights Day. The theme
of Human Rights Day for the year 2020 is "Recover Better - Stand Up For Human Rights".

24) The theme of Human Rights Day 2020 is _________________________
A.Inclusive Innovation-Smart, Secure and Sustainable
B.Recover Better - Stand Up For Human Rights
C.Both A and B
D.Inclusive Innovation-Smart, Recover Better

Answer B
Explanation Every year 10th December is observed as National Human Rights Day. The theme
of Human Rights Day for the year 2020 is "Recover Better - Stand Up For Human Rights".

25) The theme of IMC 2020 is _______________________________
A.Recover Better - Stand Up For Human Rights
B.Inclusive Innovation-Smart, Secure and Sustainable
C.Stand Up For Inclusive Innovation
D.None

Answer B
Explanation IMC is organized by the Department of Telecommunications of India (DoT) and the
Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI). The theme of IMC 2020 is "Inclusive InnovationSmart, Secure and Sustainable".
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26) India Mobile Congress(IMC) is the largest digital technology forum in
________________
A.Asia
B.South Africa
C.South Asia
D.None

Answer C
Explanation The Prime Minister addresses the India Mobile Congress 2020. India Mobile
Congress(IMC) is the largest digital technology forum in South Asia.IMC is organized by the
Department of Telecommunications of India (DoT) and the Cellular Operators Association of
India (COAI).

27) Mahakali Treaty is a treaty between
A.India & Nepal
B.India & Bhutan
C.India & Srilanka
D.India & Nepal

Answer D
Explanation The Indo-Nepal Link Canal project includes the construction of a main pipe on the
left bank of the existing Tanakpur Barrage and directing its water to the irrigation canal to Nepal.
The Mahakali Treaty is a treaty between India & Nepal that involves sharing the waters of the
Mahakali River. The treaty is mainly aimed at the comprehensive development of water resources
in the Mahakali River and has been completed on the basis of an equal partnership.

28) Indian government will supply __________ of energy generated from the
Tanakpur Power Station each year, and construct a main pipe
A.70 MU
B.60 MU
C.50 MU
D.40 MU

Answer A
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Explanation According to the treaty, the Indian government will supply 70 MU of energy
generated from the Tanakpur Power Station each year, and construct a main pipe and a
1.2-kilometer-long Indo-Nepal irrigation canal that takes off from the Tanakpur Barrage to
release a predetermined amount of water.

29) Mahakali originated in ____________ and formed a considerable distance
between the two countries.
A.India
B.Nepal
C.Bhutan
D.Sri Lanka

Answer B
Explanation The Mahakali Treaty is a treaty between India & Nepal that involves sharing the
waters of the Mahakali River. The treaty is mainly aimed at the comprehensive development of
water resources in the Mahakali River and has been completed on the basis of an equal
partnership.Mahakali originated in Nepal and formed a considerable distance between the two
countries. The treaty recognizes the Mahakali River as the border river between the two
countries.

30) Members of the Partners in Population and Development (PPD) are
_____________________
A.Egypt
B.Jordan
C.Morocco
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation The members of the Partners in Population and Development (PPD) are:-Middle
East & North Africa (MENA) - Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Tunisia, Yemen-Sub-Saharan Africa
(SSA) - Zimbabwe, Uganda, South Africa, Senegal, Nigeria, Mali, Kenya, Ghana, The Gambia,
Ethiopia, Cte d'Ivoire, BeninAsia & the Pacific (AP) - India, China, Bangladesh, Indonesia,
Pakistan, SriLanka, Thailand, Vietnam-Latin America & the Caribbean (LAC): Colombia,
Mexico

31) Partners in Population and Development (PPD) Secretariat is located in
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___________
A.Bangladesh
B.Bhutan
C.Nigeria
D.Kenya

Answer A
Explanation The members of the Partners in Population and Development (PPD) are:-Middle
East & North Africa (MENA) - Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Tunisia, Yemen-Sub-Saharan Africa
(SSA) - Zimbabwe, Uganda, South Africa, Senegal, Nigeria, Mali, Kenya, Ghana, The Gambia,
Ethiopia, Cte d'Ivoire, BeninAsia & the Pacific (AP) - India, China, Bangladesh, Indonesia,
Pakistan, SriLanka, Thailand, Vietnam-Latin America & the Caribbean (LAC): Colombia,
Mexico-Its Secretariat is located in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

32) Army Service Corps Day is on ____________________
A.6th December
B.7th December
C.8th December
D.9th December

Answer C
Explanation The Indian Army celebrates the 260th Army Service Corps Day on December 8,
2020. The Indian Army Service Corps (IASC) is a corps and branch of the Indian Army that
handles army logistics support functions.

33) Indian Army celebrates the ____________ Army Service Corps Day on
December 8, 2020.
A.257th
B.258th
C.259th
D.260th

Answer D
Explanation The Indian Army celebrates the 260th Army Service Corps Day on December 8,
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2020. The Indian Army Service Corps (IASC) is a corps and branch of the Indian Army that
handles army logistics support functions.

34) Mount Everest is also known as Sagarmatha in ___________
A.Nepal
B.Bhutan
C.China
D.Myanmar

Answer A
Explanation Mount Everest is also known as Sagarmatha in Nepal and Mount Everest in
China.This mountain is suited on the border between Nepal and Tibet, and the summit can be
accessed from both sides.Its English name comes from the colonial geographer Sir George
Everest (Sir George Everest), who served as the chief surveyor of India in the mid-19th century.

35) SAARC Charter Day is On ________________________
A.8th December
B.9th December
C.10th December
D.11th December

Answer A
Explanation Every December 8th is the SAARC Charter Day. This day marked the signing of
the SAARC Charter at the first SAARC meeting held in Dhaka (Bangladesh) in 1985.

36) Who is the first commander of INS Kal Kalvari?
A.Commander KS Subramanian
B.Commander Krishna
C.Commander Swaminathan
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The first commander of INS Kal Kalvari, Commander KS Subramanian, brought
the submarine from St. Petersburg, Russia to Visakhapatnam, India. After the INS Kalvari
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missile, three more submarines-Karanj, Khanderi and Kursura-are in service with the submarine
support vehicle Amba in the Indian Navy. In 1972, an underwater rescue ship INS Nistar also
entered service.

37) Submarine Day is on _______________________
A.06th December
B.08th December
C.07th December
D.09th December

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Navy celebrated Submarine Day on December 8 that the second
lieutenant of the Indian Navy launched on the INS Kalvari in Riga, Latvia, the former Soviet
Union in 1967. This was the first submarine of the Indian Navy. Kalvari is the Malayalam name
for the predator tiger shark. In the Indian Ocean, Kalvari retired in 1996 after 29 years of service.

38) Which was the first submarine of the Indian Navy?
A.INS Nistar
B.INS Chakra
C.INS Kalvari
D.INS Khanderi

Answer C
Explanation The Indian Navy celebrated Submarine Day on December 8 that the second
lieutenant of the Indian Navy launched on the INS Kalvari in Riga, Latvia, the former Soviet
Union in 1967. This was the first submarine of the Indian Navy. Kalvari is the Malayalam name
for the predator tiger shark. In the Indian Ocean, Kalvari retired in 1996 after 29 years of service.

39) International Mountain Day is on ______________________
A.10th December
B.09th December
C.12th December
D.11th December

Answer D

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(December 7 - December 13, 2020)

Explanation The United Nations (UN) and several other international organizations celebrate
International Mountain Day on December 11th every year. Protecting mountain areas is very
important, because mountain areas have 15% of the world's population. They also have more than
half of the world's biodiversity hotspots. The protection of mountains is also a key part of
Sustainable Development Goal 15. This year, celebrate the International Mountain Day with the
theme "Mountain Biodiversity".

40) The first International Mountain Day was celebrated in ______________
A.2000
B.2001
C.2002
D.2003

Answer D
Explanation The first International Mountain Day was celebrated in 2003. Mountain areas and
their protection measures have attracted increasing attention, forcing the United Nations to
declare 2002 as the United Nations International Year of Mountain Areas.

41) The theme "Mountain Biodiversity" is related to
__________________________
A.International Mountain Day
B.National Mountain Day
C.Environmental Day
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations (UN) and several other international organizations celebrate
International Mountain Day on December 11th every year. Protecting mountain areas is very
important, because mountain areas have 15% of the world's population. They also have more than
half of the world's biodiversity hotspots. The protection of mountains is also a key part of
Sustainable Development Goal 15. This year, celebrate the International Mountain Day with the
theme "Mountain Biodiversity".

42) Which of the following statements are correct with reference to Lunar
missions? Beresheet 2 project of Israel is aimed at landing a manned craft on
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the moon in 2024. The Artemis program of NASA aims to send the first
woman and the next man to the moon by 2024. Chandrayaan-3 will be
launched by ISRO in 2021.
A.1 & 2
B.1 & 3
C.2 & 3
D.1,2, 3

Answer C
Explanation Recently, Israel launched the Beresheet 2 project aimed at landing an unmanned
craft on the moon in 2024. Earlier, Israels Beresheet probe crash landed on the Moon. Hence,
statement 1 is not correct.Artemis is a crewed spaceflight program of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA) that has the goal of landing "the first woman and the next
man" on the Moon, specifically at the lunar south pole region by 2024. Hence, statement 2 is
correct.India has planned a new moon mission named Chandrayaan-3. It is likely to be launched
in early 2021. Hence, statement 3 is correct.

43) The first commander of INS Kal Kalvari, Commander KS Subramanian,
brought the submarine from St. Petersburg _____________
A.Russia to Visakhapatnam, India.
B.China to Visakhapatnam, India.
C.Japan to Visakhapatnam, India.
D.USA to Visakhapatnam, India.

Answer A
Explanation The first commander of INS Kal Kalvari, Commander KS Subramanian, brought
the submarine from St. Petersburg, Russia to Visakhapatnam, India. After the INS Kalvari
missile, three more submarines-Karanj, Khanderi and Kursura-are in service with the submarine
support vehicle Amba in the Indian Navy. In 1972, an underwater rescue ship INS Nistar also
entered service.

44) In the Indian Ocean, Kalvari retired in 1996 after ___________ years of
service.
A.26
B.30
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C.29
D.40

Answer C
Explanation The Indian Navy celebrated Submarine Day on December 8 that the second
lieutenant of the Indian Navy launched on the INS Kalvari in Riga, Latvia, the former Soviet
Union in 1967. This was the first submarine of the Indian Navy. Kalvari is the Malayalam name
for the predator tiger shark. In the Indian Ocean, Kalvari retired in 1996 after 29 years of service.

45) United Nations declared ______________ as the United Nations
International Year of Mountain Areas.
A.2000
B.2001
C.2002
D.2003

Answer C
Explanation The first International Mountain Day was celebrated in 2003. Mountain areas and
their protection measures have attracted increasing attention, forcing the United Nations to
declare 2002 as the United Nations International Year of Mountain Areas.In 1992, the United
Nations adopted "Managing Fragile Ecosystems: Sustainable Mountain Development". This is
part of the "Agenda 21" action plan of the Conference on Environment and Development.
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