.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(August 23 - August 29, 2021)

Table of Contents
1. BANKING & FINANCE

3

2. BUSINESS & ECONOMY

4

3. INTERNATIONAL

6

4. INDIAN AFFAIRS

9

5. SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

25

6. ENVIRONMENT

35

7. DEFENCE

37

8. AWARDS AND HONOURS

39

9. SPORTS

40

10. ARTS & CULTURE

41

11. SUMMITS & CONFERENCE

42

12. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN

45

13. IMPORTANT DAYS

46

14. AGREEMENTS MOU

49

15. INDEX / LIST

52

16. VISITS BY PM / PRESIDENT

56

17. FESTIVALS

57

18. QUIZ CORNER

59

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(August 23 - August 29, 2021)

BANKING & FINANCE
Tokenization for Mobiles, Laptops and Wearables
In 2019, RBI had accepted authorized card charge networks to provide card
tokenization offerings to any token requestor (i.e., third-party app provider) thru
mobile phones and tablets. Now RBI has prolonged the scope of tokenization to
include purchaser devices laptops, desktops, wearables (wristwatches, bands, etc.),
Internet of Things (IoT) devices, etc.
Highlights:
The permission for tokenization extends to a number channels [e.g., Near Field
Communication (NFC) / Magnetic Secure Transmission (MST) primarily based
contactless transactions, in-app payments, QR code-based payments, etc.] or token
storage mechanisms (cloud, impenetrable element, trusted execution environment,
etc. The ultimate duty for the card tokenization offerings rendered rests with the
licensed card networks.
Tokenization refers to the replacement of true card important points with a unique
alternate code referred to as the token, which shall be special for a combination of
card, token requestor, and device (referred hereafter as identified device).
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Infosys at Fourth Place
The shares of Information Technology major, Infosys hit a document high during
intraday trading, which helped the company cross $100 billion in market
capitalization.
Highlights:
Infosys is the fourth Indian organization to achieve this milestone. Reliance
Industries (m-cap of $140 billion), Tata Consultancy Services (m-cap $115 billion)
and HDFC Bank (m-cap $100.1 billion) are the other Indian firms in the club with
Infosys.
Infosys has been one of the fastest-growing corporations in India, providing
business consulting, information technology and outsourcing services. In the
quarter ending June 2021, Infosys reported a net consolidated profit of 5,195 crores,
showing a growth of 2.3 per cent.

Fair and Remunerative Price for Sugarcane
Government approved the determination of Fair and Remunerative Price of
sugarcane payable with the aid of Sugar Mills for sugar season 2021-22.
Details:
With the modification of the Sugarcane (Control) Order, 1966 in 2009, the concept
of Statutory Minimum Price (SMP) of sugarcane was replaced with the Fair and
Remunerative Price (FRP)' of sugarcane for 2009-10 and subsequent sugar seasons.
FRP is the minimal charge that sugar mills have to pay to sugarcane farmers.
The cane fee introduced with the aid of the Central Government is decided on the
foundation of the guidelines of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices
(CACP) in consultation with the State Governments and after taking feedback from
associations of the sugar industry.
The sugarcane enterprise makes use of the FRP alternatively of the MSP, based
totally on the hints of the Rangarajan Committee report.

No Fund From World Bank for Afghanistan
The World Bank has stopped funding for projects in Afghanistan after the Taliban
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seized control in the country.
Highlights:
The World Bank also raised worries over how the Taliban offensive will have an
effect on development possibilities in Afghanistan, specifically with respect to
women.
The IMF additionally introduced that Afghanistan will no longer be in a position to
get admission to assets from global lenders.
The United States has additionally frozen property of Afghanistan's central bank
that are held in the country and it will not be made accessible for Taliban. Da
Afghanistan Bank consists of reserves of about 9bn US Dollars and most of it is
held in the US.
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INTERNATIONAL
Gaza Border Closed by Egypt
Egypt closed its foremost border crossing point with Gaza Strip on August 23, 2021
due to the fact of tensions with Hamas rulers.
Key Points:
Rafah crossing was closed for the 1st time at some point of a workday in the year
2021.
This crossing was once stored open during the 11-day combat between Israel &
Hamas in May 2021.
According to Egyptian officials, closing of the border used to be due to Cairo's
efforts of brokering a long-term cease-fire between Israel & Hamas.
Closure of the border used to be the end result of violence that erupted on August
21 after a protest equipped with the aid of Hamas.
Hamas equipped the protest to draw attention towards Israeli-Egyptian blockade of
the territory. Some 24 Palestinians had been wounded by way of Israeli shooting.

Renewal of the Mandate of UNAMA
World leaders are planning to meet to talk about the renewal of the mandate of the
UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), which expires on September
17.
Highlights:
Taliban has launched a predominant nationwide offensive in the wake of the
withdrawal of overseas troops over the previous few months.
UNAMA was installed on 28 March 2002 by United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1401.
It was essentially set up to help the country and the human beings of Afghanistan
in laying the foundations for sustainable peace & development.
Its authentic mandate was to help the implementation of the Bonn Agreement
(December 2001).
Reviewed annually, this mandate has been altered over time to mirror the wishes of
the country.
UNAMA is a built-in mission. This skill that the Special Political Mission, all UN
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agencies, money and programmes, work in a multidimensional and built-in manner
to higher help Afghanistan in accordance to nationally described priorities.

Report From Panjshir Valley
The Panjshir Valley is yet to be conquered by the Talibans. Resistance is all set to
defend Panjshir valley.
Panjshir Valley:
It is a valley in north-central Afghanistan, close to the Hindu Kush mountain
range.
The Valley is divided by the River Panjshir.
The Panjshir valley is home to Afghanistan's largest concentration of ethnic Tajiks.
This valley is also known for its emeralds, which were used in the past to finance
the resistance movements in opposition to those in power.
Panjshir means Five lions.
There is a legend that in the 10th century 5 brothers built a dam for king Mahmood
Ghaznavi in the valley to stop floods from damaging people's homes. Hence it was
named valley of 5 lions (after those 5 brothers).

Joint Training Exercise of India and Kazakhstan
The 5th version of the Indo- Kazakhstan Joint Training Exercise, KAZIND-21 will
be held from 30th August to 11th September 2021, at Training Node, Aisha Bibi,
Kazakhstan.
Highlights:
The joint coaching exercise will raise the bilateral members of the family between
India and Kazakhstan Armies. The Exercise is additionally a platform for the
Armed Forces of India & Kazakhstan to educate for Counter Insurgency or CounterTerrorism operations in the mountainous, rural eventualities below UN mandate.
The Indian Army contingent were represented by a battalion of the Bihar Regiment
consists of a whole of 90 personnel led by a Contingent Commander. The
Kazakhstan Army will be represented through an organization group. The scope of
Joint Exercise includes expert exchange, planning & execution of the operation in
counterterrorism environment at sub-unit degree and sharing information on
competencies at arms, fight shooting and experiences in Counter Insurgency/
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Counter-Terrorism operations.

Greater Male Connectivity Project - India and Maldives
The India Government and Maldives inked the contract for the mega Greater Male
Connectivity Project (GMCP). The Greater Male Connectivity Project is the largestever civilian infrastructure undertaking in the Maldives.
Highlights:
The Indian Government is funding the implementation of GMCP through a USD
four hundred million Line of Credit (LoC) and USD a hundred million grant. The
USD 400 million LoC will be furnished via the Export-Import Bank of India.
This project will be developed by Indian construction & engineering firm,
AFCONS, primarily based in Mumbai, Maharashtra. The Greater Male
Connectivity Project (GMCP) contains a 6.74 km lengthy bridge and causeway
hyperlink that will join the national capital Male with three neighbouring islands
namely: Villingili, Gulhifahu and Thilafushi.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Filling Vacancies in National Commission for Minorities
The Delhi High Court (HC) directed the Centre to nominate folks to all the vacant
positions in the NCM (National Commission for Minorities) by 13th September
2021. This is to make certain that the fee features efficiently and the reason for the
fee as envisaged underneath the National Commission for Minorities Act (NCM),
1992 is also entirely given effect.
Highlights:
In 1978, placing up the Minorities Commission (MC) was envisaged in the
Ministry of Home Affairs Resolution.
In 1984, the MC used to be separated from the Ministry of Home Affairs and
placed under the newly created Ministry of Welfare.
The MC grew to be a statutory physique and was renamed the NCM in 1992, with
the enactment of the NCM Act, 1992.
In 1993, the 1st Statutory National Commission was set up, and five non-secular
communities viz. The Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists & Zoroastrians
(Parsis) have been notified as minority communities.
In 2014, Jains were additionally notified as a minority community.

Various Projects Inaugurated PM Modi
PM Narendra Modi has inaugurated and laid the foundation stone of more than one
project in Somnath, Gujarat on August 20, 2021, by way of video conferencing.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Union Minister of State (MoS) for Tourism
Shripad Naik had also been present at the tournament through video conferencing.
Projects inaugurated:
Somnath Promenade: This mission is developed underneath PRASHAD
(Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive) Scheme, at
a price of over Rs. forty seven crore.
Somnath Exhibition Centre: This centre has been developed on the premises of
Tourist Facilitation Centre'. It shows the famous dismantled parts of the ancient
Somnath temple and its sculptures having Nagar style temple structure of historical
Somnath.
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Reconstructed temple precinct of Old (Juna) Somnath: This temple is also known
as Ahilyabai Temple due to the fact it was once built through Queen Ahilyabai of
Indore. The reconstructed assignment has been achieved via Shree Somnath Trust
with a total outlay of Rs 3.5 crore.
Foundation Stone: The task for which the foundation stone was laid was Shree
Parvati Temple. Total outlay of the mission is Rs. 30 Crore. The challenge includes
the construction of the temple in Sompura Salats Style, improvement of Garbha
Griha and Nritya Mandap.

Participation of INS Shivalik
Indian Navy Ships Shivalik and Kadmatt arrived at Guam to participate in the
Multilateral Maritime Ex Malabar.
Highlights:
INS Shivalik and INS Kadmatt arrived at Guam, an Island Territory of the USA as
part of their ongoing deployment to nations in SouthEast Asia and the Pacific
Ocean.
The 2 ships are scheduled to participate in the annual Exercise MALABAR-21,
between the navies of Australia, India, Japan and the USA.
INS Shivalik is a multi-role Guided Missile Stealth Frigate.
INS Kadmatt is an Anti-Submarine Corvette.
Both are indigenously built and structure phase of the Indian Navy's Eastern Fleet
primarily based at Visakhapatnam, Eastern Naval Command.
The two ships are outfitted with a versatile array of weapons and sensors, can raise
multi-role helicopters and signify the increase of India's warship constructing
capabilities.

Ubharte Sitaare Fund by Finance Ministry
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has launched an bold Ubharte Sitaare
Fund' -USF for export-oriented firms and startups in a application at Lucknow.
Highlights:
The Fund ambitions at arranging cash for the advertising of micro, small and
medium companies. The fund has been set up by SIDBI and Exim Bank. This
scheme will be profitable in Uttar Pradesh as the country has the perfect number of
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MSMEs.
Ubharte Sitaare Programme (USP) of Exim Bank identifies Indian businesses that
have the doable to be future champions in the domestic arena whilst catering to
world demands.
This fund is a mix of structured support, monetary & advisory services through
investments in equity or equity-like instruments, debt (funded and non-funded) &
technical help (advisory services, offers and tender loans) to the Indian companies.

Highest Herbal Park Inaugurated in India
India's very best altitude herbal park has been inaugurated at Mana village in the
Chamoli district of Uttarakhand.
Highlights:
The herbal park is located at a height of 11,000 ft and is shut to the Indo-China
border. Mana is the closest Indian village in Chamoli bordering China and is
adjacent to Badrinath temple.
The herbal park has around forty species observed in excessive altitude alpine
areas in the Himalayan region.
The major goal of this excessive altitude natural park is to preserve quite a number
medicinally and culturally essential alpine species and to do lookup on their
propagation and habitat ecology.
The park was developed on an area of three acres given by way of Mana Van
Panchayat by means of the Research Wing of the Forest Department of
Uttarakhand.
It has been developed in 3 years under the central government's Compensatory
Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA) scheme.
Many species are listed as endangered and threatened as per IUCN red list as well
as with the aid of the State Biodiversity Board. It consists of many necessary
medicinal herbs also.

National Monetisation Pipeline by Finance Ministry
Minister for Finance, Nirmala Sitharaman has launched the asset monetisation
pipeline of Central ministries and public zone entities: National Monetisation
Pipeline'. Asset Monetisation, potentially a constrained period license/ lease of an
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asset, owned by the government or public authority, to a private region entity for
upfront or periodic consideration.
Highlights:
The National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) lists out belongings and asset classes,
under various infrastructure ministries, which will be monetised over a length of
time. Which capacity belongings will be monetised.
This pipeline has been developed by NITI Aayog, in session with infrastructure
line ministries, based totally on the mandate for Asset Monetisation' underneath
Union Budget 2021-22.
NMP estimates combination monetisation possible of Rs 6.0 lakh crores thru core
assets of the Union Government, over a four-year period, from FY 2022 to FY
2025.
The top 5 sectors seize about 83% of the aggregate pipeline value. These top 5
sectors include- Roads (27%) observed by using Railways (25%), Power (15%), oil
& gas pipelines (8%) and Telecom (6%).

Forum for Decarbonizing Transport - NITI Aayog and WRI
NITI Aayog & World Resources Institute (WRI), India, collectively launched the
Forum for Decarbonizing Transport' in India. NITI Aayog is the imposing partner
for India.
Highlights:
The intention of the venture is to reduce the height of GHG emissions (transport
sector) in Asia (in line with a well beneath 2-degree pathway), resulting in issues
like congestion and air pollution.
The Forum has been launched underneath the NDC-Transport Initiative for Asia
project. The project NDC Transport Initiative for Asia (TIA 2020-2023) is a joint
programme of 7 agencies that will interact with China, India, and Vietnam in
promoting a complete approach to decarbonizing transport in their respective
countries.

First Smog Tower of India - Delhi
The Chief Minister of Delhi inaugurated the country's first 'smog tower' in
Connaught Place. It was once inaugurated months before the air pollution level
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spikes in the national capital due to burning of crop waste (stubble burning) with
the aid of farmers.
Background:
In 2019, the Supreme Court directed the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
and the Delhi authorities to come up with a sketch to install smog towers to fight air
pollution.
IIT-Bombay then submitted a suggestion for the towers to the CPCB.
In January 2020, the Supreme Court directed that two towers need to be
established through April as a pilot project.
The smog tower at Connaught Place (CP) is the first of these towers. The 2nd
tower, being built at Anand Vihar in east Delhi with CPCB as the nodal agency, is
nearing completion.

Operation Devi Shakti - Evacuating People from Afghanistan
The External Affairs Ministry has given a name to India's complex mission of
evacuating its citizens from war-torn Afghanistan, as Operation Devi Shakti'.
Highlights:
The identity of the operation was recognised when External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar cited it in a tweet on August 24 whilst referring to the arrival of a clean
batch of seventy eight evacuees in Delhi.
India started out the complex evacuation mission with the aid of airlifting 40
Indians from Kabul to Delhi on August 16, a day after the Taliban seized control of
the Afghan capital city. So far, India has evacuated over 800 humans amid a
deteriorating security state of affairs in Kabul and scramble by a variety of
international locations to rescue their citizens.

CCI Imposed Penalty on Maruti Suzuki
The CCI (Competition Commission of India) passed a closing order against Maruti
Suzuki India Limited (MSIL) for indulging in anti-competitive habits by imposing
Discount Control Policy vis--vis dealers.
Key Points:
CCI has accordingly imposed a penalty of Rs.200 crore (Rupees Two Hundred
Crore Only) upon MSIL, besides passing a cease-and-desist order.
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MSIL had a Discount Control Policy in place for its sellers whereby the dealers
have been discouraged from giving extra discounts, freebies, etc. to the buyers
beyond what had been permitted with the aid of MSIL.
Any supplier found violating such Discount Control Policy was threatened with
imposition of penalty, not solely upon the dealership, however additionally upon its
personnel, which includes Direct Sales Executive, Regional Manager, Showroom
Manager, Team Leader, etc.
To put into effect the Discount Control Policy, MSIL appointed Mystery Shopping
Agencies (MSAs') who used to pose as clients to MSIL dealerships to locate out if
any additional reductions had been presented to customers.
MSIL would even dictate to the dealership where the penalty had to be deposited
and utilisation of the penalty amount was also performed as per the diktats of
MSIL.
Such conduct of MSIL which resulted in appreciable destructive effect on
competition inside India, used to be found by means of CCI to be in contravention
of the provisions of Section 3(4)(e) examined with Section 3(1) of the Competition
Act, 2002.

Wanchuwa Festival in Assam
Tiwa tribesmen operate their usual dance as they take part in Wanchuwa Festival in
Assam.
Highlights:
This festival is celebrated with the aid of Tiwa tribesmen to mark their top harvest.
It comes with songs, dances, a bunch of rituals and human beings clad in their
native attires.
Tiwa is additionally regarded as Lalung is an indigenous neighborhood inhabiting
the states of Assam and Meghalaya and are also observed in some parts of
Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur. They are diagnosed as a Scheduled tribe within
the nation of Assam. They practice Jhum or transfer cultivation.

Abhay Kumar - Joint Secretary of Cooperation Ministry
Mr Abhay Kumar Singh has been appointed as joint secretary in the Cooperation
Ministry. This ministry used to be lately formed with an intention to toughen the
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cooperative motion in the country.
The appointment of Abhay Kumar Singh has been cleared by way of the
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet headed through PM Modi. Singh, a
2004-batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer of the Bihar cadre, has been
appointed as joint secretary in the ministry for a blended tenure of seven years
towards the newly created post.

National Handicraft Award for West Bengal Girls
The National Handicraft Award was given to two girls from West Bengal in focus
of their super contribution to the improvement of crafts, Madhur ground mats'.
About:
Shilp Guru Award, National Award and National Certificate of Excellence are one
of the absolute best awards for handicraft artisans in the country.
They are introduced by the President of India.
Shilp Guru Award was instituted in 2002 on the event of Golden Jubilee year of
handicrafts resurgence in India.
While the National Award was instituted in the year 1965 and the National
Certificate of Excellence was instituted in the year 1967.
Shilp Guru is the country's best possible award in the area of handicrafts given to
artisans aged more than 50 with 20 years of experience.
National Award is conferred for a craftsperson in attention of his/her super
contribution in the direction of the improvement of crafts and who is above the age
of 30 years and is having 10 years of trip in the subject of handicrafts.
And the National Certificate of Excellence is conferred on Master craftspersons in
attention of their physique of work, work undertaken for promoting the crafts,
dissemination of the identical and his/her talent degree and who is above the age of
30 years and is having 10 years journey in the area of handicrafts.
Madhur Floor Mats: An intrinsic phase of the Bengali lifestyle, Madur mats or
Madhurkathi are made of herbal fibres. It was awarded the Geographical Indication
(GI) tag by the GI Registry in April 2018. It is a rhizome-based plant (Cyperus
tegetum or Cyperus pangorei) observed abundantly in the alluvial tracts of Purba
and Paschim Medinipur of West Bengal.
Other Items with GI Tags From Bengal:
Wooden Masks of Kushmandi, Purulia Chhau Mask, Gobindobhog Rice,
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Tulaipanji Rice, Bengal Patachitra, Darjeeling Tea, etc.

Opposition to Chakma and Hajong Communities
The Chakma corporations have opposed the proposed deportation of 60,000
humans belonging to the Chakma and Hajong communities from Arunachal
Pradesh.
Key Points:
They are ethnic humans who live in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, most of which are
located in Bangladesh.
Chakmas are predominantly Buddhists, whilst Hajongs are Hindus.
They are determined in northeast India, West Bengal, Bangladesh and Myanmar.
They fled erstwhile East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) in 1964-65 and got here to
India and settled in Arunachal Pradesh. Reasons:
Chakmas misplaced their land for the improvement of the Kaptai Dam on the
Karnaphuli River, Bangladesh.
Hajongs confronted spiritual persecution as they were non-Muslims and did not
speak Bengali.
In the year 2015, the Supreme Court directed the Centre to provide citizenship to
Chakma and Hajongs who had migrated from Bangladesh in 1964-69.
The 2019 CAA amended the Citizenship Act of 1955 permitting Indian citizenship
for Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi, and Christian non secular minorities who
fled from the neighboring Muslim majority nations of Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan earlier than December 2014 due to "religious persecution or worry of
spiritual persecution". However, the Act excludes Muslims.
Even as the authentic immigrants anticipate citizenship, many of their descendants
born in India who are eligible for citizenship by means of delivery are struggling to
sign up as voters. The refugees had been given vote casting rights in 2004.
For a very long time nearby humans have been protesting towards Chakmas and
Hajongs due to the fact of their differing ethnicity.
If the Chakmas and Hajongs are ejected from Arunachal Pradesh, Assam shall be
the dumping floor for all the unwanted communities in the States included by way
of the Inner-Line Permit (Manipur, Mizoram and Nagaland barring Arunachal
Pradesh) and the Sixth Schedule areas (Meghalaya).
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Milestone for eSanjeevini
Union Ministry of Health & Family Welfare's National Telemedicine Service
eSanjeevani has performed extra than 1 Crore (i.e. 10 million) tele-consultations
throughout India.
Highlights:
That eSanjeevani has been shortly adopted with the aid of patients, docs and
professionals throughout the country is evident from the reality that it has proven a
remarkable boom of over 1000% in the last 10 months.
eSanjeevani is serving around 75,000 sufferers each day. eSanjeevani was started
out in 2019, Sanjeevani is the first-ever on-line OPD (outpatient) session provider
supplied by using the authorities of India to residents and is run through the
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

SUJALAM Campaign by Jal Shakthi
The Ministry of Jal Shakti started the SUJALAM campaign on August 25, 2021.
Highlights:
SUJALAM Campaign is a one hundred days campaign launched as a part of the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations.
This campaign seeks to create greater ODF Plus villages via venture wastewater
administration throughout villages in India.
During the campaign, ten lakh Soak-pits will be created.
Efforts under the marketing campaign would be directed toward achieving the
ODF plus reputation for villages in an accelerated manner.

Samarth Training Centres by Textile Ministry
According to the Textiles Ministry, that extra than 1,500 artisans have been
benefited by education in sixty three Samarth Training Centres.
Highlights:
The Textile Ministry has adopted about sixty five clusters for normal improvement
of artisans in a well timed manner. The Ministry reap this via making sure selfsustainment of artisans throughout these clusters.
Upskilling of the handicraft artisans are being accomplished by way of supplying
technical and gentle ability training beneath the SAMARTH scheme. It additionally
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brings about sustainable livelihood.
The Ministry of Textiles launched a Scheme for Capacity Building in the Textile
Sector (SCBTS) in the year 2017 in order to fill the talent hole in the textile
industry. Scheme was accredited for the entire cost chain of textile enterprises
besides weaving and spinning in the organised sector. SCBTS scheme is presently
acknowledged as Samarth scheme. It was launched with an outlay of Rs.1,300 crore
for three years (2017-18 to 2019-20).

Beginning of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav
Union minister for information & broadcasting Mr Anurag Thakur has kicked off a
sequence of activities to have a good time, the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav beginning
August 23.
Highlights:
The collection of occasions will go on until August 29. The activities organised by
way of the ministry will aim to exhibit the convergence of the values and glories of
the freedom hostilities of the previous with the aspirations and desires of a young,
new and iconic India'.
Thakur kicks off the Iconic Week' which attracts participation from throughout the
country under the common spirit of Jan Bhagidari and Jan Andolan'. During the
Iconic Week, the ministry showcases the trip of new India and rejoices the
contribution of freedom fighters, inclusive of the Unsung Heroes of the freedom
struggle, through massive outreach activities.

Ease 4.0 by Finance Ministry
FM unveiled the 4th version of Public Sector Bank (PSB) Reforms Agenda EASE
4.0.
Highlights:
PSB reforms agenda EASE (Enhanced Access and Service Excellence) was
launched primarily based on the pointers made by PSB Whole Time Directors
(WTDs) and senior executives in PSB Manthan in November 2017.
It encapsulates a synergistic method to make certain prudent and smooth lending,
better purchaser service, simplified and superior credit, and robust governance and
HR practices.
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The Reforms Agenda is pursued thru a unique Reforms Index that enabled
objective evaluation of growth on all key areas in PSBs viz., governance, prudential
lending, hazard management, technology- and data-driven banking, and outcomecentric HR as properly as more advantageous transparency and accountability in the
wider financial ecosystem.
EASE 1.0 was launched for FY 2019 and the 2d version for FY 2020.
The fourth edition EASE four objectives similar to the agenda of customer-centric
digital transformation and deeply embed digital and statistics into PSBs' approaches
of working.

Survey on India Dimension - INDIAsize
The Ministry of Textile and National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT)
launched an India dimension survey, to do away with the size confusion. It has
been titled as INDIAsize. The survey used to be formally launched on August 26,
2021.
Highlights:
This initiative was once launched with the intention of introducing a new
standardised dimension chart in ready-to-wear garb zones in India.
This project used to be introduced in February 2019. However, it was delayed
because of covid-19 pandemic.
New sizing chart will include a measurement identification number. It will be
created by mapping, categorising and defining the physique measurement and type.
At present, only 18 nations have their personal sizing charts.
The material quarter in India is the second greatest employer. It generates about Rs
140 billion, out of which Rs a hundred billion is from Indian consumers alone while
Rs forty billion is from export.

New Initiative by Election Commission
The Commission launched a new initiative on August 26, 2021 in order to reach out
to new voters through sending them a customized letter alongside a voter
identification card.
Highlights:
Initiative was launched by Chief Election Commissioner Sushil Chandra and
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Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar.
Under the new initiative, a package would be sent to new voters which will
encompass voter information for new voters alongside with a congratulatory letter
except a pledge for moral voting.
This initiative used to be launched at some stage in a two-day Systematic Voters'
Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP) session workshop.

Union Minister as Chairperson of Stop TB Partnership
Union Minister for Health & Family Welfare, Shri Mansukh Mandaviya, took
charge as the Chairperson of Stop TB Partnership Board on August 26, 2021.
Highlights:
He will preserve the duty with instantaneous impact and keep the position till
2024.
He will now lead the efforts of Stop TB Partnership Secretariat, partners, and TB
community in order to attain in the direction of reaching United Nations TB
pursuits by using 2022. Thus, it is a milestone moment in the effort of ending TB
through 2030.
Stop TB Partnership was established in 2000 in a bid to eliminate tuberculosis
(TB) as a public fitness problem. It includes 1500 accomplice businesses which
includes global organizations, nongovernmental & governmental companies as well
as affected person groups. Its secretariat is located in Geneva, Switzerland. It is
administered with the aid of UNOPS due to the fact 2015. Earlier, it used to be
hosted via the World Health Organization.

Last Edition of PRAGATI Chaired by PM
The Prime Minister (PM) chaired the 37th edition of Pro-Active Governance And
Timely Implementation (PRAGATI) - the Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) based totally multimodal platform, involving Central and State
governments.
Highlights:
The PM reviewed a number of projects worth Rs 1,26,000 crores alongside the
One Nation One Ration Card' (ONORC) scheme'.
The ONORC scheme targets at imparting subsidised meal grains to migrant
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employees and their family members at any fair fee shop somewhere in the country
under the National Food Security Act, 2013.
Pro-Active Governance & Timely Implementation (PRAGATI) was launched in
the year 2015.
It has been designed via the Prime Minister's Office (PMO) group with the
assistance of the National Informatics Center (NIC).
It allows the PM to talk about the troubles with the involved central and country
officials with full data and cutting-edge visuals of the ground-level situation.
The PRAGATI platform uniquely bundles three modern-day technologies: Digital
data management, video-conferencing and geo-spatial technology.
It is a three-tier machine (PMO, Union Government Secretaries, and Chief
Secretaries of the States).

Women Entrepreneurship Platform - NITI Aayog and Cisco
The NITI Aayog and a US-based tech giant, Cisco launched the next segment of the
Women Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP) on August 26, 2021.
Highlights:
This phase of the WEP has been titled as WEPNxt'.
It will leverage science from Cisco and journey working with India's start-up
ecosystem in order to enable more women-owned companies in India.
Cisco, in collaboration with Sattva Consulting, Nasscom Foundation, and DeAsra
Foundation, will allow technology-led experiences and engagements in a bid to
address the challenges that girls entrepreneurs face at person as well as enterprise
levels.
According to the Sixth Economic Census, women solely incorporate 13.76 per cent
of the total entrepreneurs, amounting to 8.05 million out of 58.5 million
entrepreneurs in India.

Indian Coast Guard Ship Vigraha - 7th of OPV
Indian Coast Guard (ICG) Ship Vigraha is the seventh in the collection of Offshore
Patrol Vessels (OPVs).
Highlights:
The ship will be primarily based in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh and operate
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on the jap seaboard underneath the Operational and Administrative Control of the
Commander, Coast Guard Region (East).
The 98-meter OPV, with a complement of eleven officers and a hundred and ten
sailors, has been designed and constructed indigenously by means of Larsen &
Toubro ShipBuilding Limited.
This is fitted with advanced technology radars, navigation & verbal exchange
equipment, sensors and equipment capable of working in tropical sea conditions.
The above vessel is armed with a 40/60 Bofors gun & geared up with two 12.7 mm
Stabilised Remote Control Gun with fire management system.
The ship is also geared up with an integrated bridge system, built-in platform
administration system, computerized electricity administration gadget and highpower exterior fire-fighting system.
The ship is additionally designed to raise one twin-engine Helicopter and 4 high
pace boats for boarding operation, search & rescue, law enforcement and maritime
patrol. The ship is additionally successful in carrying pollution response tools to
include oil spills at sea.
It can obtain a maximum velocity of 26 nautical miles per hour with patience of
5000 nm at reasonable speed.
ICGS Vigraha will be deployed significantly for EEZ surveillance and different
duties.
With this ship joining the fleet, the Indian Coast Guard will have 157 ships and 66
aircraft in its inventory.

Liberalisation of Drones Rules
The central authorities have notified the Drone Rules 2021, a much more liberalised
regime for unmanned plane systems than what existed previously.
Highlights:
Digital sky platform - Developed as a business-friendly single-window on-line
system.
No flight permission required upto four hundred toes in inexperienced zones and
upto 200 toes in the place between 8 and 12 km from the airport perimeter.
No pilot licence required for micro drones (for non-commercial use), nano drones
and for R&D organisations.
No limit on drone operations by using foreign-owned agencies registered in India.
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Import of drones and drone factors to be regulated by way of DGFT.
No protection clearance required before any registration or licence issuance.
No requirement of certificates of airworthiness, special identification number, prior
permission and remote pilot licence for R&D entities.
Coverage of drones underneath Drone Rules, 2021 multiplied from 300 kg to five
hundred kg. This will cowl drone taxis also.
Issuance of Certificate of Airworthiness delegated to Quality Council of India and
certification entities accepted with the aid of it.
Manufacturers may generate their drone's unique identification range on the digital
sky platform through the self-certification route.
Maximum penalty beneath Drone Rules, 2021 reduced to INR 1 lakh. This shall,
however, not practice penalties in recognition of violation of different laws.
Drone corridors shall be developed for cargo deliveries.
Drone merchandising council to be set up to facilitate a business-friendly
regulatory regime.

E-Shram Portal by Labour Minister
The Ministry of Labour & Employment has launched e-Shram Portal to hyperlink
Unorganised Workers with social security schemes being carried out by the Central
& State Governments.
Highlights:
Minister for Labour and Employment, Bhupender Yadav has launched the portal
where 38 crore Unorganised Workers can register themselves and in turn benefit
from various social security schemes.
Every unorganised employee who registers on the eSHRAM Portal will get Rs two
Lakh Accidental Insurance cover. (Rs two Lakh on dying or permanent incapacity
and Rs 1.0 lakh on partial disability).
Upon registration on the eSHRAM Portal, the employee will get an eSHRAM card
with a special 12 digit Universal Account Number (UAN) and will be able to get
admission to the benefits of a variety of social security schemes via this Card
somewhere anytime.
eSHRAM Portal will help in the introduction of a National Database of
Unorganized Workers (NDUW).
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SVEEP Workshop by ECI
The Election Commission of India (ECI) geared up the Systematic Voters'
Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP) Consultation Workshop.
Highlights:
As a part of this workshop, the Chief Election Commissioner, Sushil Chandra
along with Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar unveiled a new initiative. The
most important goal of the two-day workshop was to evaluate State SVEEP Plans,
habits, vast deliberations on the necessary aspects of SVEEP and formulate a
complete approach for future elections.
The SVEEP program is the flagship application of the Election Commission of
India for voter education & awareness.
The new voters would ship a personalised letter from the Commission when
sending out their Voter ID Cards.
The package deal would include a Voter Guide for new voters, a congratulatory
letter and a pledge for moral voting.

India Elected to CA and POC
India has received the elections for membership of two key bodies of the Universal
Postal Union (UPU), during the twenty seventh UPU Congress in Abidjan, Cte
d'Ivoire.
Highlights:
India was elected to the CA (Council of Administration) with 134 votes, out of 156
countries. The Country obtained the easiest votes in CA elections from South Asia
and the Oceania region. Apart from this, India has additionally been elected to the
Postal Operations Council (POC) with 106 votes. India will now work with all to
improve cooperation in the Universal Postal Union.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
HAL Signed Deal for Tejas Light Combat Aircraft
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) signed a $716-man deal with GE Aviation
of the U.S. for 99 F404 plane engines and help services to power the indigenous
Tejas Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Mk-1A.
Highlights:
In February, the Defence Ministry had signed an Rs. 48,000 crore deal with HAL
to provide 83 LCA-Mk1A to the Indian Air Force (IAF).
The Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas is an indigenous supersonic fighter jet
used with the aid of the Indian military.
LCA Tejas is a single-engine multirole light fighter aircraft.
The Light Combat Aircraft programme was started by the Government of India in
1984 when they installed the Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) to manage
the LCA programme.
LCA Tejas was once designed and developed by India's HAL (Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited).
It replaced the aging Mig 21 fighter planes.
It is the 2nd supersonic fighter jet that used to be developed using HAL (the first
one being HAL HF-24 Marut).
It is the lightest and most miniature multi-role supersonic fighter aircraft.
It is also designed to carry a range of air-to-surface, air-to-air, precision-guided, &
standoff weaponry.
Tejas LCA Mk.1A:
Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Mk-1A variant is an indigenously designed,
developed and manufactured modern present-day 4+ era fighter aircraft.
Tejas LCA Mk-1A will be most advantageous over preceding variations of LCA
Tejas in terms of avionics, performance, and weapons capabilities.
This plane is equipped with quintessential operational abilities of Active
Electronically Scanned Array Radar, Beyond Visual Range Missile, Electronic
Warfare Suite &Air to Air Refuelling.
Tejas Mk-1A will be flexible enough for both hardware & software program
integration that would be required to fire one-of-a-kind sorts of Beyond Visual
Range (BVR), which are handy in the stock of the Indian Air Force (IAF).
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It is the first "Buy (Indian-Indigenously Designed, Developed and Manufactured)"
category procurement of combat aircraft with an indigenous content material of
50%, which will regularly reach 60% using the programme's stop.

Small Business Loans Initiative by Facebook
Facebook India has launched the "Small Business Loans Initiative" in India in
partnership with the online lending platform Indifi. India is the first site where
Facebook is rolling out this programme.
Highlights:
This initiative aims to help small and medium corporations (SMBs) that advertise
on Facebook to quickly get the right of entry to credit/loans via impartial lending
partners.
This will make business loans extraordinary without difficulty handy to small
businesses and minimize the savings gap inside India's MSME sector.
It is open to groups registered across 200 towns and cities of India.
Indifi is the first lending associate that Facebook has tied up with, and the
programme is constructed with the concept of carrying more companions on board.
Through Facebook's partnership with Indifi, small agencies promoting Facebook
can get loans at a predefined interest fee of 17-20 per cent per annum.
The programme will additionally allow small groups to follow for loans besides
collateral via a speedy online application.

Voice of Amitabh Bachchan for Alexa
Amazon has launched the voice of the Bollywood star Amitabh Bachchan as a
phase of its efforts to amuse present users and entice new customers to use its voice
assistant over Google Assistant and Apple's Siri.
Highlights:
With the new launch, the US tech massive has additionally delivered its superstar
voice feature to India. The function firstly arrived in the US with the voice of
American actor and producer Samuel L. Jackson in 2019.
Amazon has made Amitabh Bachchan's voice reachable on Alexa at an
introductory charge of Rs. 149 (MRP Rs. 299) for one year. Once the price is
confirmed, you will be capable of interacting with the actor's voice.
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Amazon worked on enabling Bachchan's voice on Alexa for the last few months.
The journey is aimed to please his followers and entice new customers to the voice
assistant.

Chatbot by Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd
Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL) launched (after pilot test) an AI-enabled
chatbot, named Urja to provide its clients with a platform for seamless self-service
trips and quicker resolution of queries/issues.
Highlights:
URJA is the first such chatbot in the oil and fuel enterprise in India. URJA has been
launched underneath the Project Anubhav of BPCL and it currently helps thirteen
languages. With the objective of making BPCL's consumer interface
comprehensive and integrated digitally, Urja, the chatbot is now handy on the
organisation's internet site for any queries for each B2B & B2C. Under Project
Anubhav, Urja represents an integrated conversation platform that connects all
BPCL conversations to any channel, unifying all purchaser touchpoints with a
single and cohesive voice.

Largest Solar PV in Andhra Pradesh
NTPC has commissioned the biggest floating photovoltaic PV undertaking in India
of 25MW power on the reservoir of its Simhadri thermal station in Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh. This is also the first photovoltaic project to be set up beneath the
Flexibilisation Scheme.
Highlights:
This scheme was once notified through the Government of India in 2018. NTPC is
additionally planning to set up a hydrogen-based micro-grid system on a pilot basis
at Simhadri.
NTPC's floating solar installation covers 75 acres of the Simhadri reservoir's
surface. It will produce energy from more than a lakh of photovoltaic PV modules
for lighting fixtures in 7,000 households. The mission will yearly keep 46,000
tonnes of CO2 emission and 1,364 million litres of water, which is sufficient to
meet the requirement of 6,700 households in a year.
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Crypto Buying and Selling by PayPalCrypto Buying and Selling by PayPal
PayPal Holdings Inc has launched crypto buying and selling in the United
Kingdom. PayPal will enable customers in the UK to buy, sell and keep bitcoin and
other cryptocurrencies now.
Highlights:
This roll-out marks the first worldwide growth of cryptocurrencies services of
PayPal outside of the United States.
The cross will further encourage mainstream adoption of new asset classes.
PayPal has over 403 million active bills internationally and is the largest
mainstream economic businesses that provide customers admission to
cryptocurrencies.
It launched cryptocurrency buying and selling in the United States in the year 2021
and later enabled its clients to use their digital coin holdings in order to shop at
millions of merchants on its network.
PayPal hoped its involvement into the new asset type would inspire international
use of digital coins.
PayPal's provider in the UK will be a rival of installed cryptocurrency exchanges
like Coinbase Global Inc and fintech startups like Revolut.
In the UK, clients will be in a position to buy bitcoin, ether, litecoin and bitcoin
money by means of the use of the PayPal wallets online or on cellular apps.
PayPal Holdings, Inc is an American multinational monetary science company. It
operates an on-line payments machine throughout countries helping online money
transfers. It serves as an digital alternative for regular paper techniques like checks
and money orders.
PayPal operates as the payment processor for online vendors, public sale sites, as
properly as industrial users. It also offers a price for presenting the service. It was
hooked up as Confinity in 1998. In 2002, it went public by means of preliminary
public offering.

Third Wave to Hit by October
According to the experts committee, set up under the National Institute of Disaster
Management (NIDM), the third Covid wave could reach around late October.
Highlights:
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Committee of professionals used to be set up as per the path of the Home Ministry,
asking for a higher preparedness for teens who would possibly be at high risk.
This find out is titled as Third Wave Preparedness: Children Vulnerability and
Recovery'.
Study includes details regarding the opportunity of Covid-affecting teenagers as
nicely as required techniques to deal with pandemic.
As per the report, paediatric facilities such as doctors, staff, gear like ventilators,
ambulances, and many others are plenty lesser than what may additionally be
required if a large variety of kids grow to be infected.
There are about eighty two percent scarcity of paediatricians in foremost fitness
centres alongside sixty three percentage vacancies throughout neighborhood fitness
centres.
It notes that the 3rd wave is already there as R cost has increased from 0.9 to 1 as
of now.
It called to prioritise vaccination among young people with co-morbidities and to
provide exceptional focus on adolescents with disability.
Report underlined these youngsters are vulnerable because they haven't beThiren
vaccinated. They are more prone to severe infections as they can pass the virus to
others.
Report on second wave: According to a report, about 60- 70 per cent children
received hospitalised due to Covid had co-morbidities in the course of 2nd wave of
covid-19. It notes that low immunity among kids was an essential motive behind
many growing Multi-system Inflammatory Syndrome.

Launch of Yuktahara - Geospatial Planning Portal
Yuktahara is a geospatial planning portal for facilitating Gram Panchayat level
planning of MGNREGA. The new portal under Bhuvan Yuktahara will enable the
planning of MGNREGA assets, the use of far flung sensing and GIS based total
information.
Highlights:
The Yuktahara platform will serve as a repository of property (Geotags) created
underneath a number of countrywide rural development programmes i.e.
MGNREGA, Integrated Watershed Management Programme, Per Drop More Crop
and Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana, etc., along with discipline photographs.
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This G2G service for rural planning fosters decentralised selection making.
The Bhuvan geospatial portal has been developed by ISRO and it supports various
authorities packages and initiatives reducing across ministries and sectors.

Cybersecurity Multi-Donor Trust Fund by World Bank
A new Cybersecurity Multi-Donor Trust Fund has been launched by the World
Bank, to better roll out a cybersecurity improvement agenda in a systematic
manner.
Highlights:
This new fund has been developed as an associated have confidence fund below
the broader Digital Development Partnership (DDP) umbrella program.
The World Bank has partnered with 4 countries, particularly Estonia, Japan,
Germany, and the Netherlands, to launch the fund. The main intention of this new
fund is to beautify cyber and digital protection functionality and potential in World
Bank member countries, with the development of international knowledge, country
assessments, technical assistance, ability building and training, alongside
indispensable investments in infrastructure and technology.

New Covid Vaccine by India
India's first mRNA-based Covid vaccine observed to be safe, given nod for Phase
II/III trial.
Details:
Gennova Biopharma, the Pune-based biotechnology corporation working on the
nation's first mRNA-based Covid vaccine, submitted the intervening time scientific
information of the Phase I find out about to the Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO).
Consequently, India's first mRNA-based Covid vaccine was located to be safe, and
was given the go beforehand for Phase II/III trials.
The Vaccine Subject Expert Committee (SEC) reviewed the intervening time
Phase I facts and determined that HGCO19 used to be safe, tolerable, and
immunogenic in the members of the study.
Gennova's mRNA-based Covid vaccine improvement software used to be partly
funded with the aid of the Department of Biotechnology (DBT).
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Test Flight of Fatah - Pakistan
Pakistan made a successful test flight of Fatah-1 on August 24, 2021.
About Fatah-1:
Fatah-1 is a Pakistan-made guided multi-launch rocket system.
It is capable of delivering traditional warheads up to a range of 140 kilometres.
This new weapons system will equip the military with the functionality to strike
deep into enemy territory
This was the second test of Fatah-1. Pakistan had conducted a check flight of
indigenously developed Fatah-1 in January 2021.

India may be Coming into Endemic Stage of COVID - WHO
As per the Chief Scientist of the WHO (World Health Organisation), Dr. Soumya
Swaminathan, COVID-19 in India may additionally be coming into the stage of
endemicity where low or reasonable degree of transmission will go on.
Highlights:
On the clearance of India's homegrown COVID-19 vaccine COVAXIN', she used
to be assured that the technical group of WHO will be blissful to supply clearance
to be its approved vaccines.
Chief Scientist mentioned that, due to size, heterogeneity of populace and
immunity repute throughout the country, it is viable that this scenario in India may
additionally proceed with ups and downs in a number of components of India.
India might also be getting into the stage of endemicity where a reasonable or low
stage of transmission will proceed to take place however, no exponential boom or
peaks will be there.

BharatPe Launched a Mobile App
BharatPe has launched a 12% Club app that will allow shoppers to make
investments and earn up to 12 percent annual pastime or borrow at a comparable
rate.
Highlights:
BharatPe has partnered with LenDenClub (RBI-approved NBFC) for this app and
lending arrangement. Consumers can make investments with their savings anytime
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by means of deciding on whether to lend cash on the 12% Club app. Apart from
this, customers can avail of collateral-free loans of up to Rs 10 lakh on the 12 per
cent Club app for a tenure of three months.

Mobile App Launched by LIC
Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) launched a mobile app called Ananda cell app for
its suppliers and intermediaries in order to onboard potential customers.
Highlights:
ANANDA stands for Atma Nirbhar Agents New Business Digital Application.
ANANDA is the paperless answer for new business processes.
This digital software will help in the onboarding procedure to get an insurance
policy with the aid of a paperless module with the assistance of an agent or
intermediary.
The app contains all different features of the digital app.
App ought to be developed as an end result of high-level usage of the ANANDA
module.
It used to be constructed on paperless KYC process by the usage of Aadhaar based
totally e-authentication.
It provides an easy get right of entry to the subject pressure in accomplishing out
the prospective customers via skill of modern technology.

Afghanistan fell by 80% in Covid Vaccination
According to UNICEF report, Covid-19 vaccinations have decreased by 80% in
Afghanistan within the first week of Taliban's control in the country.
Highlights:
As per UNICEF, about two million doses of the Johnson & Johnson vaccines had
been delivered to Afghanistan. Half of the vaccines will expire in November.
About 30,500 human beings had been vaccinated in 23 of 34 provinces in between
15 to 21 Before August 15, 134,600 humans were vaccinated in 30 provinces.
According to World Health Organisation (WHO) data, only 1.2 million doses had
been administered as of August 20 in Afghanistan, which has a population of 40
million.
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MANTHAN Hackathon by BPR&D and AICTE
Bureau of Police Research & Development and All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) will be launching MANTHAN 2021 on twenty sixth August
2021 at National Media Centre.
Highlights:
Hackathon MANTHAN 2021 is a unique country wide initiative (36-hour online
hackathon with Prize cash really worth Rs. 40 Lakh and with two phases) to
become aware of revolutionary principles and science options for addressing the
safety challenges of the twenty first century confronted by our talent agencies.
During this hackathon, chosen youths from schooling institutions across the
country and registered start-ups will participate to provide strong, secure and highquality technology solutions using their technical expertise and progressive skills.
Participants are predicted to develop digital solutions below 6 themes for 20
special venture statements released these days the usage of new technologies like
Artificial Intelligence, Deep Learning, Augmented reality, Machine Learning, etc.
for ever-changing protection associated challenges, which include photo/video
analysis, Fake Content Identification alongside with the information of creator,
predictive Cyber Crime records analytics, etc.

Chikungunya Vaccine by Bharat Biotech
International Vaccine Institute has announced that Bharat Biotech's Chikungunya
vaccine candidate (BBV87) has entered into Phase II & III clinical trials. Currently,
there is no industrial chikungunya vaccine.
Highlights:
BBV87 is an inactivated virus vaccine, that is similar to Covaxin.
Inactivated vaccines incorporate viruses whose genetic fabric has been destroyed
with the aid of heat, chemicals or radiation so they cannot infect cells and replicate,
however can nevertheless trigger an immune response.
Bharat Biotech's Chikungunya vaccine candidate was once developed in
partnership with the International Vaccine Institute (IVI).
Development of Chikungunya Vaccine is an initiative of the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), as part of the Global Chikungunya Vaccine
Clinical Development Program (GCCDP).
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It was funded with the aid of the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations
(CEPI) with aid from the Ind-CEPI mission of the Biotechnology Department,
Government of India.

First Green Hydrogen of India
Indian Oil will construct India's first Green Hydrogen Plant at Mathura refinery.
This plant will be an addition in order to amplify the existing crude oil refining
capability by using 25 million tonnes per annum.
Highlights:
Indian Oil has been pursuing its ambitious plans of hydrogen manufacturing
throughout a range of sorts such as in renewable electricity to generate green
hydrogen.
Recently, Indian oil carried out a current hydrogen fuel mobile experiment in
Delhi, in which 50 CNG BS-IV buses were transformed to run on HCNG fuel. This
scan has revealed good sized advantages in decreasing exhaust emissions and
enhancing fuel economy.
Indian Oil is also in a system to set up one-tonne per day ability to pilot plant life
on the basis of four progressive hydrogen manufacturing technologies.
It will also operate 15 fuel mobile buses in Delhi-National Capital Region along
with Tata Motors.
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ENVIRONMENT
Sanctuary for Slender Loris - Kadavur Reserve Forest
There is a demand to declare Kadavur Reserve Forest in the Karur district of Tamil
Nadu as a sanctuary for Slender Loris.
Highlights:
The whole wooded area in the taluk has been categorized as a reserve wooded area
and viewed as a hotspot in the State for Slender Loris.
According to a census taken in 2016-17 through the Forest Department, the
Reserve Forest has a populace of 3,500 Slender Loris, and the modern-day
populace is estimated to be around 5,000.
The Slender Loris are a small, secretive nocturnal primate. These animals are about
25 cm long & have long, thin arms. Their most prominent function is the pair of
two large, closely set, brown eyes.
It is frequently discovered in the tropical scrub and deciduous forests as properly
as the dense hedgerow plantations bordering farmlands of Southern India & Sri
Lanka.
Being arboreal, they spend most of their existence on the trees. Slender Loris live
between 12 to 15 years.
There are 2 species of slender loris: The narrow red loris (Loris tardigrades) and
the grey slender loris (L. lydekkerianus)
They are fond of lantana berries and additionally consume insects, lizards, small
birds, tree frogs, smooth leaves and buds.
They have an addiction to urine washing of their face and limbs, which is ideal for
soothing or defending against the sting of the toxic insects they pick to eat.
IUCN status- Endangered

Corbett Tiger Reserve - NTCA
The Delhi High Court has requested the National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA) to reflect on consideration as illustration a petition to end the alleged
illegal construction of bridges and partitions inside tiger breeding habitat of the
Corbett Tiger Reserve.
About NTCA:
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National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) is a statutory body . It is under the
Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change.
It was installed in 2005 following the hints of the Tiger Task Force.
It was once constituted beneath enabling provisions of the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972, as amended in 2006, for strengthening tiger conservation, as per powers
and features assigned to it.
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DEFENCE
Deployment of Kora and RanVijay
As part of the ongoing deployment of INS (Indian Navy ships) in the South China
Sea, INS Ranvijay & INS Kora undertook bilateral maritime exercising with
Vietnam People's Navy (VPN) frigate VPNS Ly Thai To (HQ-012).
Details:
The exercise included floor battle exercises, weapon firing drills & helicopter
operations.
Regular interactions between these two navies over the years have strengthened
their interoperability and adaptability.
INS Ranvijay:
INS Ranvijay is a guided-missile destroyer and the cutting-edge of the Rajput
class.
The ship was once commissioned in 1987 and is equipped with an array of
weapons and sensors which includes Surface to Surface Missile, Anti Air Missiles
and guns, HeavyWeight Torpedoes, Anti-Submarine Rockets and successful of
carrying Anti-Submarine Helicopter (Kamov 28).
INS Kora:
It is the lead ship of the Kora category missile corvette.
The ship is geared up with Surface-to-Surface missiles and Anti Air Guns.

Launch of DISC 5.0 - Defence Ministry
Rajnath Singh (Defence Minister) launched Defence India Startup Challenge
(DISC) 5.0 beneath (iDEX-DIO) - Innovations for Defence Excellence Defence
Innovation Organisation initiative, on 19th August 2021, in New Delhi.
Highlights:
The Defence Ministry has earmarked Rs 1,000 crore for home procurement via the
iDEX initiative for the monetary year 2021-2022. The Defence Production
Department, Ministry of Defence has accepted budgetary support of Rs. 498.80
crore for iDEX for the subsequent five years from 2021-22 till 2025-26.
Defence India Startup Challenge is a platform wherein the Government, Services,
think tanks, industry, startups and innovators can work collectively to help the
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defence & aerospace sectors attain full workability with the aid of developing a
strong, cutting-edge & well-equipped military and equally capable & self-reliant
defence industry.

Malabar Naval Exercise to Begin
The navies of US, India, Australia and Japan are all set to conduct the Malabar
Naval Exercise from August 26, 2021.
Key Points:
The sea drill will be conducted off Guam island, which is a territory of the US. It is
positioned 2,500 km east of the Philippines.
The annual exercise will be a 4 day affair.
It will be carried out with the purpose of enhancing interoperability, gaining from
excellent practices and growing a common grasp of processes required for maritime
security operations.
Series of complicated surface, under-water and air operations will be carried out as
a part of the drill.
Malabar exercise is an annual exercise between the navies of Japan, India,
Australia and the USA. The exercise will be held alternately in the Indian Ocean &
Pacific Ocean.
Malabar exercise commenced as a bilateral naval exercise in 1992 between India
and the USA in 1992. In 2015, it was once accelerated into a trilateral structure
through which includes Japan. In November 2020, Australia additionally agreed to
be part of the exercise on India's request.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Indian Film Festival of Melbourne Awards
The Family Man 2 actors Manoj Bajpayee and Samantha Akkineni had been
amongst the winners of the modern-day edition of the Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne Awards. The IFFM 2021 were held truely on Friday with a number of
stars from quite a number film industries in attendance. Eminent Indian artists like
Shoojit Sircar, Anurag Kashyap, Thiagarajan Kumararaja, Sriram Raghavan have
been amongst the presenters, alongside with Richa Chadha, Guneet Monga, Onir
and others as jury members.
Winners List:
Best Feature Film: Soorarai Pottru
Best Performance Male (Feature): Suriya Sivakumar (Soorarai Pottru)
Best Performance Female (Feature): Vidya Balan (Sherni) & Honourable point out
to Nimisha Sajayan (The Great Indian Kitchen)
Best Director: Anurag Basu (Ludo) & Honorary Mention Prithvi Konanur (Pinki
Elli?)
Best Series: Mirzapur Season 2
Best Actress in a Series: Samantha Akkineni (The Family Man 2)
Best Actor in a Series: Manoj Bajpayee (The Family Man 2)
Equality in Cinema (Short Film): Sheer Qorma
Equality in Cinema Award (Feature Film): The Great Indian Kitchen
Best Indie Film: Fire in the Mountains
Diversity in Cinema Award: Pankaj Tripathi
Disruptor Award: Sanal Kumar Sasidharan
Best Documentary Film: Shut Up Sona
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SPORTS
New Flag-Bearer in Paralympics
Mariyappan Thangavelu, Rio Paralympic Games gold medalist will be changed
through Asian Games gold medalist Tekchand as the new flag-bearer of India at the
opening ceremony.
Background:
The Paralympic Committee of India reported, On his flight to Tokyo, Mariyappan
got in close contact with Covid positive overseas passenger.
Though on achieving the village he has been examined for 6 days and all his
reviews are negative, however the Organizing Committee has suggested no longer
to make Mariyaapan take part in the Opening Ceremony.
India will be represented through fifty four para-athletes.
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ARTS & CULTURE
Lord Shiva to the Shankaracharya Temple
As per the age-old culture related to the annual Amarnath pilgrimage, the holy
mace (Chhari Mubarak) of Lord Shiva used to be introduced to the ancient
Shankaracharya Temple.
Highlights:
It is additionally recognised as the Jyoteshwar temple or Pas-Pahar via Buddhists.
Persians and Jews name it Bagh-i-sulaiman or the Garden of King Solomon.
Persian inscriptions are also determined inside the temple.
It is on the pinnacle of the Shankaracharya Hill (also referred to as Hill of
Solomon) on the Zabarwan Mountain in Srinagar, Kashmir.
The temple is regarded as the oldest temple of the valley of Kashmir.
It is dedicated to Lord Shiva The temple is at a peak of 1,000 feet above the
undead and overlooks the town of Srinagar.
The temple dates to 200 BC, though the present structure probably dates to the
ninth century AD.
It was once visited through Adi Shankara and has been due to the fact that it has
been associated with him; this is how the temple got the title Shankaracharya.
Structure:
This historical temple is constructed in the indigenous early Kashmiri style of
architecture and embraces the methods prevailing in those days.
The early Shihara style is prominently evident in the building sketch and is
indicative of a horseshoe arch kind of pattern.
It is a huge stone shape built on a high octagonal plinth about thirty toes high.
The plinth is surmounted by way of a low parapet wall. The shrine has a cell,
circular inside, with a diameter of 13 feet.
The square building of this temple is supported with the aid of the basement.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Summit on Sustainable Development - World Economic Forum
The Annual Sustainable Development Impact Summit of the World Economic
Forum will take place on September 20-23, 2021 in Geneva, Switzerland. This
year's match will focus strongly on inclusively revitalizing economies.
Highlights:
The UN General Assembly, the summit convenes below the theme Shaping an
Equitable, Inclusive and Sustainable Recovery. It will welcome nearly all leaders
from government, business and civil society who will work collectively to pressure
action and construct momentum for an extra sustainable and inclusive future.
The meeting will study 4 interdependent areas and bring collectively communities
of cause to develop ongoing assignment work. Impact periods and briefings will
focus on:
Revitalizing economies
Advancing an inclusive recovery
Scaling up local weather action
Shaping future food systems

Summit on India-ASEAN Engineering Partnership - EEPC
The India-ASEAN Engineering Partnership Summit was organised by the
Engineering Exports Promotion Council (EEPC) with aid from the External Affairs
Ministry & Department of Commerce.
Details:
The summit gives a vital platform for the engagement of Indian enterprise on IndiaASEAN partnership in engineering exchange and investments.
Trade is a necessary engine of boom for India and ASEAN.
ASEAN has over 15 percent share in India's world engineering shipment.
It is additionally possible to be a key place to focal point with a goal of around
USD sixteen billion of exports for 2021-22.
ASEAN will be a necessary area for India with an export goal of US$ forty six
billion in assembly and the international export goal of US$ four hundred billion in
FY 2021-22.
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ASEAN as a place is the 3rd greatest export vacation spot for Indian engineering
merchandise after the EU and North America.
Among the ASEAN member nations, Singapore and Malaysia are primary export
locations for Indian engineering products.
The year 2021 marks the twenty fifth anniversary of India-ASEAN speak
partnership and 10 years of the Strategic Partnership.

Union Minister Participated in UNESCAP Regional Conversation Series
The Union Minister attended the UNESCAP Regional Conversation Series 2021.
Details:
In commemoration of the seventy - fifth year of the United Nations, ESCAP
equipped the Regional Conversation Series on Building Back Better with the goal
to carry collectively member State representatives and numerous agencies of
eminent personalities to share their insights & experiences, encourage actions and
suggest solutions on how the Asia-Pacific region should build back higher from the
COVID-19 pandemic through regional cooperation.
The Union Minister shared India's instructions and experiences that might also
assist build a resilient future in the Asia-Pacific region.
The minister was once attending the Ministerial Panel on Disaster, Climate and
Health Resilience via video conferencing.

G20 Ministerial Meeting - Women & Child Development
The Union Minister of Women & Child Development, Smriti Irani addressed the
First ever G20 Ministerial Conference on Women's Empowerment on August 26,
2021.
Highlights:
Conference was once held at Santa Margherita Ligure, Italy in a hybrid format.
During the conference, the union minister highlighted India's commitment of
addressing gender and ladies centric troubles by mutual cooperation.
She additionally cited numerous initiatives undertaken by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi led authorities in India towards bringing gender equality, strengthening
women's safety & safety and making sure higher healthcare.
He additionally conveyed India's solidarity with the G20 grouping in
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merchandising gender equality and women's empowerment within the associate
countries.
She also joined the Gender Equality Ministers of the G20 for the promotion of
gender equality and empowerment of girls by cooperation and coordination at all
the applicable fora.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
CEO of BARC - Nakul Chopra
Television monitoring corporation Broadcast Audience Research Council (Barc)
has introduced the appointment of Nakul Chopra as its chief government officer
(CEO) on 25 August 2021.
Highlights:
Former CEO Sunil Lulla has resigned to pursue his ambition as an entrepreneur.
This announcement comes as Sunil Lulla has decided to resign from the function of
CEO to pursue his entrepreneurial ambitions.
Chopra had joined the BARC India Board in 2016 and had been elected as the
Chairman during 2018-19. In January 2020, he was appointed as a member of
BARC's Oversight Committee. The media and marketing enterprise veteran had
before served as the CEO, India and South Asia of Publicis Worldwide for over a
decade.

Bashin Reappointed as Advisory Board Chairman of CVC
The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) has announced the re-appointment of T
M Bhasin as chairman of the Advisory Board for Banking and Financial Frauds
(ABBFF).
Highlights:
The panel used to be constituted to look at financial institution frauds of over Rs 50
crore and recommend action. The former vigilance commissioner, CVC, Mr Bhasin
will now proceed to head the board for a further duration of two years, with effect
from August 21, 2021.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
August 23rd - International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade &
its Abolition
United Nations (UN) observes 23 August every year as International Day for the
Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition. The Day is found to inscribe
the tragedy of the slave exchange in the memory of all peoples. It is a day to honour
the reminiscence of the men and female who, in Saint-Domingue in the year 1791,
revolted and paved the way for the cease of slavery and dehumanization.
Background:
The day was specific by using UNESCO to memorialize the transatlantic slave
trade. This is the day to honour the memory of the men & women who, in SaintDomingue in 1791, revolted and also paved the way for the stop of slavery and
dehumanization.
It was on the night time of 22 and 23 August 1791, in Santo Domingo (today Haiti
and the Dominican Republic) that noticed the opening of the rebellion that would
play a necessary role in the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade.
It is in opposition to this heritage that the International Day for the Remembrance
of the Slave Trade and its Abolition is honored on 23 August each year.
The Day was first celebrated in a number of countries, especially in Haiti on 23
August 1998 and at Goree in Senegal on 23 August 1999.

August 22nd - International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of
Violence Based on Religion or Belief
The Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence Based on Religion or
Belief is found on August 22 each and every year on the grounds that 2019. The
day pursuits to understand the victims and survivors of evil acts on the basis of or
in the name of faith or belief.
Background:
The day was adopted at the 73rd UN General Assembly on 28 May 2019 as
proposed by means of Poland. It spreads focus that worldwide communities have to
work collectively to obtain justice for the survivors of previous abuses with the aid
of conserving perpetrators guilty and demonstrating to governments that action
have to be taken to never again' tolerate genocide or other atrocities.
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World Sanskrit Day - 22nd August
World Sanskrit Day, (also regarded as Sanskrit Diwas), is celebrated each and
every year on Shravan Poornima, which is the Poornima day of the Shravan month
in the Hindu calendar, which is also marked as Raksha Bandhan. In 2021, this day
will be observed on August 22, 2021.
Key Points:
The day commemorates the historic Indian language of Sanskrit and objectives to
promote its revival and maintenance. The Government of India decided to rejoice
World Sanskrit Day in 1969, on the event of Raksha Bandhan that comes on the
full moon day of the Hindu month of Shravana.

Sanskrit Week in India - 19 to 25th August
In 2021, India is celebrating the Sanskrit Week from August 19 to August 25, 2021,
to promote, popularise and cherish the significance of historic language. In this year
2021, Sanskrit Day will be celebrated on 22nd August 2021. Sanskrit day is
celebrated on the full moon day of the month of Shravan, which also marks the
event of Raksha Bandhan each year. World Sanskrit Day used to be first declared in
1969, by the Indian Government on the event of Raksha Bandhan.

World Water Week - 23rd to 27th August
The World Water Week is regarded as an annual event organized via Stockholm
International Water Institute (SIWI) because 1991 to tackle the international water
troubles and associated concerns of global development. The World Water Week
2021 has been organised from 23-27 August, in entirely digital format. The theme:
Building Resilience Faster.

International Dog Day - 26th August
International Dog Day is determined each year on August 26 to increase cognizance
about dog adoption and the importance of presenting rescue puppies with a safe and
loving environment.
Highlights:

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(August 23 - August 29, 2021)

The day was started as National Dog Day in the US in 2004 via pet & household
life-style expert, animal rescue advocate, conservationist and dog coach Colleen
Paige. August 26 was chosen as on this day, Paige's household had adopted their
first canine Sheltie from an animal shelter at her 10 years of age

Womens Equality Day - 26th August
Women's Equality Day is designated every year on 26th August to commemorate
the adoption of the 19th Amendment to the US Constitution in the year 1920. This
amendment granted all ladies the right to vote in the USA.
Highlights:
The United States Congress formally recognised and specified August 26 as
Women's Equality Day in 1971, to mark the continuous efforts made by means of
ladies to gain equal popularity in society.
This day is celebrated to realize the ride of girls to gain equal standing in a maledominated society.
This day is celebrated to increase attention of the troubles confronted by women in
society in phrases of pay disparity, abortion rights, equal opportunities, genderbased violence, and gender-based discrimination.
It additionally acknowledges the necessary achievements made by women in a
number fields that were as soon as exact only for men.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
Partnership of HDFC and Paytm
HDFC Bank and Paytm have partnered to construct comprehensive options
throughout payment gateway, factor of sale machines and credit products. This
consists of Paytm Postpaid which is a Buy Now Pay Later (BNPL) solution, Eazy
EMI and Flexi Pay.
Highlights:
The partnership will additionally deliver enhanced SmartHub options to the
market. HDFC Bank SmartHub options is an built-in platform imparting merchants
a one-stop answer for all their business wants payments.
The partnership will focus on two broad PoS offerings.
First: HDFC Bank will power service provider partnerships across India, to whom
Paytm will offer its present range of Android POS devices. Here, HDFC Bank will
be the payment partner, whilst Paytm will be the distribution and software program
partner.
Second: HDFC Bank and Paytm will mutually launch a co-branded PoS product in
the retail segment, which Paytm will have the option to offer to its very own patron
base.

India Signed Deal with ADB for Metro Rails
Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India have signed a $500
million loan to enlarge the metro rail community in Bengaluru with the
development of two new metro lines totalling 56 km in length.
Highlights:
The undertaking will assemble two new metro lines, usually elevated, along Outer
Ring Road and National Highway forty four between Central Silk Board and
Kempegowda International Airport with 30 stations.
The new metro tracks will further toughen safe, affordable and green mobility in
Bengaluru, having a positive effect on improving the great of life, sustainable
increase in city habitat and livelihood opportunities.

My Gov and UN Women - Amrit Mahotsav Shri Shakti Innovation Challenge
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MyGov underneath the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology and
UN Women have joined palms to launch the Amrit Mahotsav Shri Shakti
Innovation Challenge 2021.
Highlights:
The target of this assignment is to encourage science options developed with the
aid of Women Entrepreneurs associated with Women's Safety and Empowerment.
The initiative will promote Nari Sashaktikaran', and empower females to help them
obtain their full potential. The Amrit Mahotsav Shri Shakti Challenge 2021 is being
applied under the Multi-Partner Trust Fund (COVID-19) Programme.
MyGov is the citizen-centric platform of the Government of India that empowers
humans to join with the Government and contribute closer to true governance.
This platform MyGov brings the Government closer to the common citizen with
the aid of using online platforms, thereby growing an interface for wholesome trade
of thoughts and views with the remaining purpose of contributing to the socioeconomic transformation of India.
UN Women, as the UN organization with the mandate to work on gender equality,
is accountable for leading and coordinating United Nations machine efforts to make
certain that commitments on gender equality and gender mainstreaming translate
into action at some point of the world and at the country level.

MoU Between ICAI and IPAR
Cabinet approved the signing of an Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) and the Institute of
Professional Accountants of Russia (IPAR).
Details:
The MoU would assist in establishing mutual cooperation in the areas of
Professional Accountancy Training, Professional Ethics, Technical Research,
Advancement of Accounting Knowledge, Professional and Intellectual
Development.
It is additionally intended to promote mutual cooperation through seminars,
conferences and joint things to do mutually advisable to both the events and supply
updates on the development of the accountancy profession in India and Russia to
promote the occupation in the world.
The MoU is also expected to supply an extra impetus to potential ICAI Members

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(August 23 - August 29, 2021)

to get professional opportunities in Russia in a brief to lengthy time period in the
future.
The Institute of Professional Accountants of Russia (IPAR) is the greatest nonprofit association of accountants in Russia.
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INDEX / LIST
Apple Turns Top in the Most Valuable Company List
Apple is the world's most precious corporation (USD 2,443 billion) in accordance
with the Hurun Global five hundred Most Valuable Companies list 2021.
Highlights:
The world's pinnacle six precious organizations remained unchanged as Apple,
Microsoft, Amazon, Alphabet, Facebook and Tencent.
Globally, the US-led with 243 companies, up by means of one; accompanied by
China 47, down by four, Japan was 3rd with 30 and the UK was 4th with 24. While
India is ranked ninth with 12 companies.
Reliance Industries (USD 188 billion) ranked at fifty seven is the top Indian
organisation in the list. As many as 12 Indian businesses observed a region among
the Hurun Global 500 for 2021 as Wipro Ltd, Asian Paints Ltd and HCL
Technologies Ltd made it to the list of five hundred most precious firms in the
world, whilst ITC Ltd dropped out.

Children are at Danger of Climate Crisis - UNICEF
According to a new report of UNICEF, Children in India are at extreme danger of
impacts of climate crisis.As per report, India is among four South Asian countries
where youngsters are most at risk. Climate change threatens their health, education,
and protection.
Highlights:
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Afghanistan and India are the 4 South Asian international
locations where adolescents are at extraordinarily excessive risk.
Pakistan was ranked at 14th position, Bangladesh at 15th, Afghanistan at twenty
fifth whilst India at 26th.
Nepal is ranked at 51st, Sri Lanka 61st, while Bhutan is ranked 111th.
About 1 billion teenagers live in 33 countries that are categorised as extremely
high-risk'.
Above 600 million Indians will face acute water shortages' in upcoming years.
At the same time, flash flooding will enlarge appreciably in India's urban areas as
soon as the global temperature increases to 2 Celsius.
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Further, twenty-one of the world's 30 cities with the most polluted air will be in
India in 2020.
Index has placed India among one of the 33 extraordinarily high-risk international
locations where flooding and air pollution are repeated environmental shocks. Such
shocks lead to socio-economic damaging consequences for females and children.

Safe Cities Index 2021 - Economist Intelligence Unit
Copenhagen (capital city of Denmark), has been named as the world's most secure
metropolis from among 60 international cities, in Safe Cities Index 2021, launched
through the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU).
Highlights:
Copenhagen scored 82.4 factors out of 100, to top the fourth version of the EIU's
biennial index, which measures the stage of urban safety. Yangon is at the bottom
of the index, as least safe city, with a score of 39.5.
From India: New Delhi and Mumbai have observed a vicinity in the index. New
Delhi is placed at 48th place with a score of 56.1, while Mumbai is at 50th place
with a score of 54.4.
World's top 10 Safest cities: Copenhagen, Toronto, Singapore, Sydney, Tokyo,
Amsterdam, Wellington, Hong Kong, Melbourne, Stockholm
The EIU's Safe Cities Index is a global, policy benchmarking tool developed to
measure international city safety. The Index was first released in 2015.
In 2021, cities are ranked based on seventy six warning signs of security across
five extensive pillars, which are digital, health, infrastructure, non-public and
environmental.
Environmental protection is the new addition in the safety parameters listing for
the 12 months 2021.
Cities rating on a scale of 0 to 100 where rating denotes the security in the
following manner:
0-25 Low Safety
25.1-50 Medium Safety
50.1-75 High Safety
75.1-100 Very High Safety

Rank of India in Global Manufacturing Risk Index
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India has emerged as a world manufacturing hub and effectively surpassed the
United States to become the world's second most desired manufacturing
destination.
Highlights:
This shows the growing interest in India by manufacturers as a desired
manufacturing hub over other countries including the United States and the
manufacturing giant nation, China. India's rating was reflected in Cushman &
Wakefield's 2021 Global Manufacturing Risk Index. The index ranks 47 countries
throughout Europe, the Americas, and the Asia Pacific.
Based on the most favourable locations for international manufacturing, Cushman
& Wakefield's Manufacturing Risk Index file ranks countries based on factors
including:
Risk and value factors
Political and economic risk
Market conditions and labour costs Market Access

First Sectoral Index of India
India's first sectoral index in the Agri commodities basket i.e. GUAREX was
launched through the NCDEX (National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange
Limited).
Highlights:
GUAREX is a fee primarily based sectoral index that tracks the movement in the
futures contracts of guar gum sophisticated splits and guar seed on a real-time
basis. This index product will provide a lot of possibilities to the price chain.
The weightage of guar seed and guar gum refined splits in the index will be sixty
three per cent and 37 per cent, respectively. The index futures will be cash-settled.
Initially, Guarex futures contracts expiring in September and October will be made
handy for trading.
India is the world's greatest guar producer accounting for 80-85 per cent of the
output, while Rajasthan is the country's top producer with 80 per cent market share.
Guar seed was sown on 1.81 million hectares so far this year, down from 2.25
million hectares logged in the identical length closing year.
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NER District SDG Index by NITI Aayog
NITI Aayog & Development of North Eastern Region Ministry (M/DoNER)
released the first version of the North Eastern Region District SDG Index Report
and Dashboard for this reason attaining the milestone towards localizing the
Sustainable Development Goals.
Highlights:
The index is the first of its form in the country as it focuses on the North Eastern
Region, which is of quintessential magnitude to the country's improvement
trajectory.
It measures the performance of districts of the 8 States of Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura on the
Sustainable Development Goals and their corresponding pursuits and ranks the
districts based on the same.
The index is based on SDG India Index of India the important and legit tool for
monitoring progress on the SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) at the
countrywide and State/ Union Territory degrees and shares the frequent ethos of
benchmarking overall performance and ranking on the SDGs to foster competition
among the districts.
It presents insights into the social, economic, and environmental status of the
vicinity and its districts in their march in the direction of attaining the SDGs.
It is a special coverage tool which has the potential to measure district level
progress, highlight quintessential gaps, facilitate resource allocation, and will be a
handy tool for coverage makers in the eight North Eastern States, Ministry of
Development of North Eastern Region & other Union Ministries.
Out of the 103 districts for ranking, sixty four districts belonged to the Front
Runner category whilst 39 districts were in the Performer category in the composite
rating and ranking of districts.
All districts in Sikkim & Tripura fall in the Front Runner class & there are no
districts in the Achiever categories.
The East Sikkim with a score of 75.87 positioned 1st in the place followed by
districts Gomati & North Tripura with a score 75.73] in the 2nd position.
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VISITS BY PM / PRESIDENT
Visit to Heritage Site Hampi - Vice President
The Vice-president of India visited monuments at the UNESCO World Heritage
Site of Hampi in Vijayanagara district, Karnataka.
Key Points:
The site of Hampi commonly includes the remnants of the capital city of the
Vijayanagara Empire (14th-16th century CE), the remaining amazing Hindu
Kingdom.
It encompasses a region of 4187, 24 hectares, positioned in the Tungabhadra basin
in Bellary District, Central Karnataka.
Hampi's marvelous setting is dominated through river Tungabhadra, craggy hill
levels and open plains with great bodily remains.
One of the special points of temples at Hampi is the large chariot streets flanked by
using the row of pillared mandapas.
Its Famous locations consist of Krishna temple complex, Narasimha, Ganesa,
Hemakuta team of temples, Achyutaraya temple complex, Vitthala temple
complex, Pattabhirama temple complex, Lotus Mahal complex, etc
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FESTIVALS
Harvest Festival of Kerala - Onam
Onam is the most revered & celebrated festival of Kerala, is celebrated each year
by means of the Malayali community across the world. The 10-day long
competition marks the starting of harvest season as properly as the look of the
Vaman avatar of Lord Vishnu alongside with the homecoming of King Mahabali.
Highlights:
The pageant starts from Atham (Hasta) nakshatram, and ends on Thiruvonam
(Shravana) nakshatram. This year, the harvest pageant started out on 12th August
and will conclude on 23rd August. The 10 days of the competition are titled on the
names of astrological stars according to the Malayalam calendar.
The occasion of Onam begins with Atham. People in Kerala decorate their home
with yellow plants regarded as Pokkalam.
The 2nd day of the festival is acknowledged as Chithira. On this day, humans
smooth their complete homes and add another layer of plants to the Pookalam.
The 3rd day of Onam is found through meeting family contributors and
exchanging gifts, recognised as Onakodi and jewellery.
The 4th day is viewed as the most auspicious one that marks the training of Onam
Sadhya.
And on the 5th day, the annual boat race recognised as the Vallamkali boat race is
performed from the Aranmula city on the banks of the River Pamba in
Pathanamthitta. Malayali community people participate in this.
On the 6th day, The harvest festival Thriketta is observed. From this day, the
schools remain closed & youngsters begin preparing for the devotional prayers.
With simply two days left for the festival, the 7th day marks the starting of the
instruction for Onam Sandhya in which quite a few dance performances are held.
The Eighth day holds significance in festivities as the idols of Vamana and King
Mahabali are prepared by the use of clay and placed in the centre of the Pookalam.
And finally on the 9th day of Uthradom, the festivities begin on a massive scale.
People start coaching for traditional foods by using the usage of fruits and
vegetables.
The tenth day of the competition is the most vital day of the carnival of Onam and
it is believed that on Thiruvonam, the spirit of legendary King Mahabali visits the
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nation of Kerala and hence, the festivities commence from early morning. The
grand feast of Onam called Onam sadhya is also organized on this day.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When was National Commission for Minorities set up?
A.1992
B.1995
C.1998
D.2001

Answer A
Explanation The Union Government set up the National Commission for Minorities (NCM)
under the National Commission for Minorities Act, 1992. Initially five religious communities,
viz., Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and Zoroastrians (Parsis) were notified as minority
communities by the Union Government.

2) Where is the headquarters of Hindustan Aeronautics Limited?
A.Bangalore
B.Chennai
C.Mumbai
D.Pune

Answer A
Explanation Hindustan Aeronautics Limited is an Indian state-owned aerospace and defence
company, headquartered in Bangalore, India. Established on 23 December 1940, HAL is one of
the oldest and largest aerospace and defence manufacturers in the world today.

3) Where is Kadavur Reserve Forest located?
A.Karur
B.Tiruchirappalli
C.Dindigul
D.None

Answer A
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Explanation A proposal has been sent to the State government to declare the Kadavur Reserve
Forest in Karur district as a sanctuary for Slender Loris.Out of 6,327 hectares of forest in Karur
district, about 6,000 hectares are in Kadavur taluk. The entire forest in the taluk has been
classified as reserve forest and considered a hotspot in the State for Slender Loris.

4) When was International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade & its
Abolition observed?
A.Aug 23
B.Aug 24
C.Aug 25
D.Aug 26

Answer A
Explanation United Nations (UN) observes 23 August every year as International Day for the
Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition. The Day is found to inscribe the tragedy of
the slave exchange in the memory of all peoples.

5) When was International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of
Violence Based on Religion or Belief observed?
A.Aug 22
B.Aug 23
C.Aug 25
D.Aug 26

Answer A
Explanation The Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence Based on Religion or
Belief is found on August 22 each and every year on the grounds that 2019. The day pursuits to
understand the victims and survivors of evil acts on the basis of or in the name of faith or belief.

6) When was World Sanskrit Day observed?
A.Aug 22
B.Aug 23
C.Aug 25
D.Aug 26
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Answer A
Explanation World Sanskrit Day, (also regarded as Sanskrit Diwas), is celebrated each and every
year on Shravan Poornima, which is the Poornima day of the Shravan month in the Hindu
calendar, which is also marked as Raksha Bandhan. In 2021, this day will be observed on August
22, 2021.

7) Where is the headquarters of Amazon?
A.USA
B.UK
C.India
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Amazon.com, Inc. is an American multinational technology company which
focuses on e-commerce, cloud computing, digital streaming, and artificial intelligence. It is one of
the Big Five companies in the U.S. information technology industry, along with Google, Apple,
Microsoft, and Facebook.

8) When was Hindustan Aeronautics Limited established?
A.1940
B.1945
C.1950
D.1955

Answer A
Explanation Hindustan Aeronautics Limited is an Indian state-owned aerospace and defence
company, headquartered in Bangalore, India. Established on 23 December 1940, HAL is one of
the oldest and largest aerospace and defence manufacturers in the world today.

9) Where is alphabet Inc located?
A.USA
B.UK
C.India
D.None
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Answer A
Explanation Alphabet Inc. is an American multinational conglomerate headquartered in
Mountain View, California. It was created through a restructuring of Google on October 2, 2015,
and became the parent company of Google and several former Google subsidiaries.

10) Which is the Best Feature Film in Indian Film Festival of Melbourne
Awards?
A.The Family Man 2
B.Soorarai Pottru
C.Ludo
D.None

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Film Festival Of Melbourne 2021 honoured Pankaj Tripathi with the
Prestigious Diversity in Cinema Award presented by LaTrobe University. Additionally, the film
Soorarai Pottru walked away with the Best Feature Film and Suriya won the Best Actor award
from Soorarai Pottru.

11) Which is the Best Performance Male (Feature) in Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne Awards?
A.Suriya Sivakumar
B.Vijay Sethupathi
C.Kamal Hasaan
D.Rajni Kanth

Answer A
Explanation Suriya Sivakumar has won the award for Best Performance (Male) for his role in
the Amazon Original Movie Soorarai Pottru and the movie has also won in the category of 'Best
Film'

12) What is the tenure of Chairperson of National Commission for Minorities?
A.3 Years
B.4 Years
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C.5 Years
D.6 Years

Answer A
Explanation Chairperson and every Member shall hold office for a term of three years from the
date he assumes office. Member at any time. interests of minorities or the public interest:
Provided that no person shall be removed under this clause until that person has been given a
reasonable opportunity of being heard in the matter.

13) What is the IUCN Status of Slender Loris?
A.Endangered
B.Critically Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation The Slender Loris are a small, secretive nocturnal primate. These animals are about
25 cm long & have long, thin arms. Their most prominent function is the pair of two large,
closely set, brown eyes. They have an addiction to urine washing of their face and limbs, which is
ideal for soothing or defending against the sting of the toxic insects they pick to eat.IUCN statusEndangered.

14) When was International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of
Violence Based on Religion or Belief adopted?
A.2018
B.2019
C.2020
D.2021

Answer B
Explanation The day was adopted at the 73rd UN General Assembly on 28 May 2019 as
proposed by means of Poland. It spreads focus that worldwide communities have to work
collectively to obtain justice for the survivors of previous abuses with the aid of conserving
perpetrators guilty and demonstrating to governments that action have to be taken to never again
tolerate genocide or other atrocities.
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15) Which place is associated with the famous Athachamayam?
A.Ernakulathapan ground
B.Thripunithara
C.Trivandrum
D.Thrikkakara

Answer A
Explanation Every year on the Atham asterism of the Malayalam month of Chingam (roughly
August/September), Thripunithura, near Kochi, bears witness to this legendary ceremony which
commemorates the victory of the Raja (King) of Kochi.

16) Which of the following Ministry launched Ubharte Sitaare Fund?
A.Finance
B.Health
C.Commerce
D.Education

Answer A
Explanation Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has launched an bold Ubharte Sitaare
Fund -USF for export-oriented firms and startups in a application at Lucknow.

17) Which district is popular for Pulikkali as a part of the Onam celebrations
?
A.Kollam
B.Ernakulam
C.Kozhikode
D.Trissur

Answer D
Explanation The folk art is mainly practiced in Thrissur district of Kerala. Best place to watch
the show is at Thrissur on the fourth day of Onam, where Pulikkali troupes from all over the
district assemble to display their skills.
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18) When was EXIM Bank established India?
A.1982
B.1981
C.1980
D.1979

Answer A
Explanation Exim Bank was established by the Government of India, under the Export-Import
Bank of India Act, 1981 as a purveyor of export credit, mirroring global Export Credit Agencies.
Exim Bank serves as a growth engine for industries and SMEs through a wide range of products
and services.

19) Why do people celebrate the traditions onakodi, onasadhya, onakali etc.?
A.To enjoy the begining of new year
B.To enjoy life
C.End of the Year
D.To remember the golden era of Mahabali

Answer D
Explanation According to legends, the festival is celebrated to commemorate King Mahabali,
whose spirit is said to visit Kerala at the time of Onam.

20) Where is Exim Bank headquarter?
A.Bangalore
B.Mumbai
C.Chennai
D.Hyderabad

Answer B
Explanation Exim Bank was established by the Government of India, under the Export-Import
Bank of India Act, 1981 as a purveyor of export credit, mirroring global Export Credit Agencies.
Exim Bank serves as a growth engine for industries and SMEs through a wide range of products
and services.
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21) Pulikali is performed on the ______________ day of onam.
A.1st
B.2nd
C.3rd
D.4th

Answer D
Explanation Best place to watch the show is at Thrissur on the fourth day of Onam, where
Pulikkali troupes from all over the district assemble to display their skills. The festival attracts
thousands of people to the Thrissur city. Pulikkali is also performed during various other festive
seasons.

22) Where is Chamoli district located?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Uttarakhand
C.Kerala
D.Goa

Answer B
Explanation Indias very best altitude herbal park has been inaugurated at Mana village in the
Chamoli district of Uttarakhand.The herbal park is located at a height of 11,000 ft and is shut to
the Indo-China border. Mana is the closest Indian village in Chamoli bordering China and is
adjacent to Badrinath temple.

23) Which is the famous boat race conducted during onam?
A.Nehru Trophy Race
B.Aranmula Uthratadi Vallamkali
C.Payippad Jalotsavam
D.Kumarakom boat race

Answer D
Explanation Kumarakom boat race is the most admired boat race to take place on the Vembanad
Lake in September during the Onam Festival. This festival is mainly conducted to celebrate the
arrival of the famous Sri Narayana Guru at the Kumara Mangalam Temple.
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24) When was Broadcast Audience Research Council founded?
A.2000
B.2001
C.2005
D.2010

Answer D
Explanation Broadcast Audience Research Council India is a joint-industry body founded by
bodies that represent Broadcasters, Advertisers and Advertising & Media Agencies. It is also the
world's largest television measurement science industry-body.

25) Where is the headquarters of NTPC?
A.New Delhi
B.Mumbai
C.Hyderabad
D.Bangalore

Answer A
Explanation NTPC Limited, formerly known as National Thermal Power Corporation Limited,
is an Indian statutory corporation. It engaged in generation of electricity and allied activities. It is
a statutory corporation incorporated under the Companies Act 1956 and is under the jurisdiction
of Ministry of Power, Government of India.

26) When was Central Vigilance Commission created?
A.1964
B.1974
C.1984
D.1994

Answer A
Explanation Central Vigilance Commission is an apex Indian governmental body created in
1964 to address governmental corruption. In 2003, the Parliament enacted a law conferring
statutory status on the CVC.
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27) When was Paypal formed?
A.2000
B.2001
C.2003
D.2002

Answer A
Explanation PayPal, American e-commerce company formed in March 2000 that specializes in
Internet money transfers. It was heavily used by the Internet auction company eBay, which
owned PayPal from 2002 to 2015.

28) When was PayPal available to the public?
A.2000
B.2002
C.2004
D.2006

Answer B
Explanation PayPal went public through an initial public offering in 2002. It became a wholly
owned subsidiary of eBay later that year, valued at $1.5 billion. In 2015, eBay spun off PayPal to
eBay's shareholders and PayPal became an independent company again.

29) When was UNICEF established?
A.1945
B.1946
C.1948
D.1949

Answer B
Explanation Image result for unicef establishedUNICEF is created by resolution 57(I) of the
United Nations General Assembly on 11 December 1946 to provide supplies and assistance to
children after World War II. Originally known as the United Nations International Children's
Emergency Fund, UNICEF starts as a temporary relief fund of the United Nations.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(August 23 - August 29, 2021)

30) Where is the headquarters of UNICEF?
A.New York
B.Paris
C.London
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation UNICEF, also known as the United Nations Childrens Fund, is a United Nations
agency responsible for providing humanitarian and developmental aid to children worldwide. The
agency is among the most widespread and recognizable social welfare organizations in the world,
with a presence in 192 countries and territories.

31) When was Sanskrit day observed?
A.Aug 22
B.Aug 23
C.Aug 24
D.Aug 25

Answer A
Explanation World Sanskrit Day, also known as Vishva-samskrita-dinam, is an annual event
focused around the ancient Indian language of Sanskrit that incorporates lectures about the
language and is aimed to promote its revival and maintenance.

32) When was Water day observed?
A.Mar 22
B.Mar 23
C.Mar 24
D.Mar 25

Answer A
Explanation World Water Day is an annual United Nations observance day held on 22 March
that highlights the importance of fresh water. The day is used to advocate for the sustainable
management of freshwater resources.
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33) When was Sanskrit Week started in India?
A.Aug 19
B.Aug 20
C.Aug 21
D.Aug 22

Answer A
Explanation In 2021, India is celebrating the Sanskrit Week from August 19 to August 25, 2021,
to promote, popularise and cherish the significance of historic language. In this year 2021,
Sanskrit Day will be celebrated on 22nd August 2021.

34) When was World Water Week started in?
A.Aug 23
B.Aug 20
C.Aug 21
D.Aug 22

Answer A
Explanation The World Water Week is regarded as an annual event organized via Stockholm
International Water Institute (SIWI) because 1991 to tackle the international water troubles and
associated concerns of global development. The World Water Week 2021 has been organised
from 23-27 August, in entirely digital format. The theme: Building Resilience Faster.

35) When was Ministry of Cooperation formed?
A.Jan 2021
B.Jul 2021
C.Jan 2015
D.Jul 2015

Answer B
Explanation The Ministry of Co-operation is a ministry under the Government of India which
was formed in July 2021. The ministry provides a separate administrative, legal and policy
framework for strengthening the cooperative movement in the country.
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36) When was IIT Madras established?
A.1956
B.1959
C.1962
D.1964

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Institute of Technology Madras, based in Chennai, Tamil Nadu and, was
established in 1959 and was the third Indian Institute of Technology to founded, after Kharagpur
and Bombay (now Mumbai).

37) Who is cooperative minister?
A.Amit Shah
B.B.L Verma
C.Narendra Modi
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The newly formed Ministry of Cooperation, headed by Amit Shah, will aim to
strengthen the cooperative movement in the country.

38) What is the velocity of newly designed Wheel Chair Neobolt?
A.25 kmph
B.30 kmph
C.10 kmph
D.15 kmph

Answer A
Explanation NeoBolt can be used on roads as nicely as on uneven terrains. It has a maximum
velocity of 25 kmph and it can travel up to 25 km per charge. It was developed to empower
wheelchair customers a convenient, safe and lower priced mode of out of doors mobility as in
contrast to cars, auto rickshaws and modified scooters.

39) When was World Bank established?
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A.1956
B.1944
C.1945
D.1955

Answer A
Explanation The World Bank is an international financial institution founded in 1944 that
provides loans and grants to the governments of low- and middle-income countries for the
purpose of pursuing capital projects.

40) How many tribes are there in Assam?
A.15
B.14
C.19
D.20

Answer C
Explanation The greater Kachari group forms a major part of Assam encompassing 19 major
tribes, both plain and hills, viz., Boro, Mising, Dimasa, Chutia, Sonowal, Tiwa, Garo, Rabha,
Sarania Kachari, Hajong, Tripuri, Deori, Thengal Kachari, Hojai, Koch, and others.

41) Where is the headquarters of World Bank?
A.Washington DC
B.Florida
C.Texas
D.Alaska

Answer A
Explanation The World Bank is an international development organization owned by 187
countries. Its role is to reduce poverty by lending money to the governments of its poorer
members to improve their economies and to improve the standard of living of their people.

42) When was Competition Commission of India founded?
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A.2002
B.2003
C.2004
D.2005

Answer B
Explanation Competition Commission of India is the competition regulator in India. It is a
statutory body of the Government of India responsible for enforcing The Competition Act, 2002
and promoting competition throughout India and to prevent activities that have an appreciable
adverse effect on competition in India.

43) Where is the headquarters of Competition Commission of India?
A.New Delhi
B.Mumbai
C.Bangalore
D.Chennai

Answer A
Explanation The Competition Commission (the Commission) is committed to promoting a
competitive environment that is conducive to free flow of trade, efficiency and innovation that
brings more choices and better quality and prices of goods and services to consumers.

44) When was Malabar Naval Exercise Commenced?
A.1998
B.1992
C.1996
D.1994

Answer B
Explanation Malabar exercise is an annual exercise between the navies of Japan, India, Australia
and the USA. The exercise will be held alternately in the Indian Ocean & Pacific Ocean.Malabar
exercise commenced as a bilateral naval exercise in 1992 between India and the USA in 1992.

45) Where is the headquarters of Maruti Suzuki?
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A.New Delhi
B.Mumbai
C.Bangalore
D.Chennai

Answer A
Explanation Maruti Suzuki India Limited, formerly known as Maruti Udyog Limited, is an
Indian automotive manufacturer, based in New Delhi. It was founded in 1981 and owned by the
Government of India until 2003, when it was sold to Suzuki Motor Corporation.

46) When was Maruti Suzuki of India founded?
A.2002
B.1982
C.1981
D.2000

Answer B
Explanation Maruti Suzuki India Limited, formerly known as Maruti Udyog Limited, is an
Indian automotive manufacturer, based in New Delhi. It was founded in 1981 and owned by the
Government of India until 2003, when it was sold to Suzuki Motor Corporation.

47) When was World Resources Institute of India founded?
A.2002
B.1982
C.1981
D.2000

Answer B
Explanation The World Resources Institute is a global research non-profit organization
established in 1982 with funding from the MacArthur Foundation under the leadership of James
Gustave Speth. WRI's activities are focused on seven areas: food, forests, water, energy, cities,
climate and ocean.

48) Where is the headquarters of World Resources Institute?
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A.Washington DC
B.Florida
C.Texas
D.Alaska

Answer A
Explanation The World Resources Institute is a global research non-profit organization
established in 1982 with funding from the MacArthur Foundation under the leadership of James
Gustave Speth. WRI's activities are focused on seven areas: food, forests, water, energy, cities,
climate and ocean.

49) When was NITI Aayog founded?
A.2015
B.2018
C.2019
D.2010

Answer A
Explanation The NITI Aayog is a public policy think tank of the Government of India,
established with the aim to achieve sustainable development goals with cooperative federalism by
fostering the involvement of State Governments of India in the economic policy-making process
using a bottom-up approach.

50) When was World Economic Forum established?
A.1970
B.1971
C.1972
D.1973

Answer B
Explanation The World Economic Forum, based in Cologny, Geneva Canton, Switzerland, is an
international NGO, founded on 24 January 1971 by Klaus Schwab.

51) Where is World Economic Forum located?
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A.Geneva
B.Luzern
C.Uri
D.Glarus

Answer A
Explanation The World Economic Forum, based in Cologny, Geneva Canton, Switzerland, is an
international NGO, founded on 24 January 1971 by Klaus Schwab.

52) When was Mahatma Gandhi Employment Guarantee Act passed?
A.2005
B.2002
C.2003
D.2004

Answer A
Explanation Mahatma Gandhi Employment Guarantee Act 2005, is an Indian labour law and
social security measure that aims to guarantee the 'right to work'. This act was passed in 23
August 2005 under the UPA government of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh.

53) When was National Tiger Conservation Authority founded?
A.2005
B.2004
C.2002
D.2001

Answer A
Explanation The National Tiger Conservation Authority was established in December 2005,
following a recommendation of the Tiger Task Force, constituted by the Prime Minister of India
for reorganised management of Project Tiger and the many Tiger Reserves in India.

54) In which state is Jim Corbett Tiger Reserve located?
A.Uttarakhand
B.Uttar Pradesh
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C.West Bengal
D.Karnataka

Answer A
Explanation Jim Corbett National Park is a forested wildlife sanctuary in northern Indias
Uttarakhand State. Rich in flora and fauna, its known for its Bengal tigers. Animals, including
tigers, leopards and wild elephants, roam the Dhikala zone. On the banks of the Ramganga
Reservoir, the Sonanadi zone is home to elephants and leopards, along with hundreds of species
of birds.

55) What is the mascot of Tokyo Paralympics 2020 games?
A.Miratowa
B.Someity
C.Vinicius and Tom
D.Appu

Answer C
Explanation The Tokyo Paralympics mascot is Someity (pronounced soh-may-i-tee). A Pokmonlike, anime-styled avatar can use the cherry blossom tactile sensors on the sides of its head for
telepathic powers and fly with its cape

56) What is the full form of ASEAN?
A.Association of South East Asian Nations
B.Administration of Southern East Asian Nations
C.Organisation of South East Asian Nations
D.Administration of South East Asian Nations

Answer A
Explanation The full form of ASEAN is Association of South East Asian Nations. The motive of
ASEAN is to promote economic cooperation in south East Asia and ensure economic stability in
the region.

57) How many sports are to be played in Tokyo Paralympics games?
A.20
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B.22
C.24
D.26

Answer B
Explanation 22 sports and 539 events will be featured in the 2021 Tokyo Paralympics. The
Games will be held at 21 different events throughout Japan.

58) How many members are in the ASEAN?
A.18
B.67
C.10
D.53

Answer C
Explanation The Association of Southeast Asian Nations, or ASEAN, was established on 8
August 1967 in Bangkok. Currently there are 10 members in the ASEAN.

59) Which of the following country is not the member of the ASEAN?
A.Laos
B.Cambodia
C.Philippines
D.Mauritius

Answer D
Explanation There are 10 members in the ASEAN. The names are as follows; Indonesia,
Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Philippines, Vietnam, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos and Brunei.

60) How many athelete from India will participate in Tokyo paralympic
games?
A.54
B.56
C.60
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D.58

Answer A
Explanation Mariyappan Thangavelu, Rio Paralympic Games gold medalist will be changed
through Asian Games gold medalist Tekchand as the new flag-bearer of India at the opening
ceremony. India will be represented through fifty four para-athletes.

61) When was ASEAN established?
A.1963
B.1967
C.1985
D.1962

Answer B
Explanation ASEAN was founded on 8 August 1967 with five members: Indonesia, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand.

62) In how many sports did Indian athletes are going to participate in the
Tokyo Paralympics 2020 games?
A.7
B.8
C.9
D.10

Answer C
Explanation The Tokyo 2020 Paralympics will see India's largest-ever contingent participate
with 54 athletes competing across nine sports.

63) Where was first ASEAN summit held?
A.Manila
B.Singapore
C.Bali
D.Jakarta
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Answer C
Explanation First ASEAN summit held in Bali, Indonesia between February 23-24, 1976. The
India-ASEAN Engineering Partnership Summit was organised by the Engineering Exports
Promotion Council (EEPC) with aid from the External Affairs Ministry & Department of
Commerce.

64) Tokyo Paralympics are going to be _____________ summer Paralympics
games
A.10th
B.14th
C.15th
D.16th

Answer D
Explanation Scheduled as the 16th Summer Paralympic Games, they are ongoing in Tokyo,
Japan between 24 August and 5 September 2021.

65) Where is the headquarters of ASEAN?
A.Manila
B.Singapore
C.Bali
D.Jakarta

Answer D
Explanation The headquarters of ASEAN is in Jakarta, Indonesia. Its secretary of states lives in
the capital of each country. The post of secretary general of the ASEAN is rotated among each
member country alphabetically after every two years.

66) Around how many athletes are going to participate in the Tokyo
Paralympics 2020 games?
A.4000
B.4200
C.4400
D.5000
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Answer C
Explanation Follow all the latest from day two of the Paralympic Games with 4,400 athletes set
to compete in 539 medal events over the next two weeks.

67) When was Department of Biotechnology set up?
A.1985
B.1986
C.1987
D.1988

Answer B
Explanation The Department of Biotechnology is an Indian government department, under the
Ministry of Science and Technology responsible for administrating development and
commercialisation in the field of modern biology and biotechnology in India. It was set up in
1986.

68) Where is the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Hampi located?
A.Kerala
B.Karnataka
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation The site of Hampi commonly includes the remnants of the capital city of the
Vijayanagara Empire (14th-16th century CE), the remaining amazing Hindu Kingdom.It
encompasses a region of 4187, 24 hectares, positioned in the Tungabhadra basin in Bellary
District, Central Karnataka.

69) Madhur Floor Mats is from _____________.
A.West Bengal
B.Mizoram
C.Meghalaya
D.Arunachal Pradesh
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Answer A
Explanation The origin of the craft in West Bengal dates back to the Muslim period, when
Masland mats of superfine variety with fine cotton as weft were produced under royal patronage.
Mats were collected as revenue of the Jaigirdari system. In 1744, Nawab Alibardi Khan issued a
charter to the Jaigirdars in this regard and as a result, it was obligatory to supply Masland mats
for use in the collectorate

70) When was Hampi declared as UNESCO World Heritage Site?
A.1965
B.1985
C.1986
D.1976

Answer C
Explanation In 1986, Hampi was declared a World Heritage site by UNESCO. Hampi is a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, owing to the ancient temples, forts and other monuments here.
Hampi was the capital of the Vijayanagar Empire around 1500 AD, and by some accounts, the
second largest city in the world at that time.

71) When was Shilp Guru Award instituted?
A.2002
B.2000
C.2004
D.2003

Answer A
Explanation Shilp Guru Award, National Award and National Certificate of Excellence are one
of the absolute best awards for handicraft artisans in the country.They are introduced by the
President of India.Shilp Guru Award was instituted in 2002 on the event of Golden Jubilee year
of handicrafts resurgence in India.

72) When was eSanjeevini laaunched?
A.2015
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B.2017
C.2019
D.2021

Answer C
Explanation eSanjeevani was started out in 2019, Sanjeevani is the first-ever on-line OPD
(outpatient) session provider supplied by using the authorities of India to residents and is run
through the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

73) When was National Award for handicrafts released?
A.1965
B.1985
C.1980
D.1960

Answer A
Explanation National Award was instituted in the year 1965 and would be conferred on 33
craftsperson in recognition of their outstanding contribution towards development of crafts. It
would also be given for body of work of the master craftsperson to promote the crafts,
dissemination of the same and his/her skill level.

74) When was UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) launched?
A.2002
B.2000
C.2004
D.2003

Answer A
Explanation UNAMA was installed on 28 March 2002 by United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1401.It was essentially set up to help the country and the human beings of
Afghanistan in laying the foundations for sustainable peace & development.
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