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BANKING & FINANCE
Green and Sustainable Deposits by HDFC
HDFC Bank has announced Green & Sustainable Deposits' to guard the
surroundings against local weather change.
Highlights:
These fixed deposits will be directed toward financing green and sustainable
housing savings options and services.
With a deposit length of 36-120 months, each resident and NRIs can invest in this
instrument that will provide interest rates up to 6.55% p.a.
Senior residents will be eligible for an additional 0.25% p.a. on deposits up to two
crores.
Additional ROI of 0.10% p.a. will be applicable on these deposits up to 50 lakh per
calendar month per client if placed/renewed through our online platform.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
HCL Becomes Top IT Firm Hitting Market Cap
HCL Technologies' market capitalization (market-cap) touched Rs three trillion for
the first time. HCL turned into the fourth Indian statistics science (IT) company to
gain this milestone after Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), Infosys and Wipro.
Highlights:
Shares of HCL Tech hit a fresh document high of Rs 1,118.55, up 2 per cent on the
BSE in intra-day trade, surpassing its previous high of Rs 1,101 touched on twelfth
Aug in intra-day deal.
HCL Tech is the third-largest Indian IT services organization by revenue, after
TCS and Infosys.
The business enterprise has a robust globally various presence and provides
comprehensive IT services to an hooked up consumer base. It has a robust
understanding of engineering and R&D services and its clients unfold 3 across
enterprise segments.

Separate Budget for Agriculture - Tamil Nadu
The Tamil Nadu legislative assembly presented a separate budget for Agriculture
for the first time in the history of the assembly. The budget was by the Tamil Nadu
Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. MRK Panneerselvam on August 13,
2021.
Highlights:
Minister dedicated the price range to farmers who are protesting in New Delhi
towards the three farm laws.
The finances were drafted after conducting discussions with farmers and
representatives of farmers associations from 18 districts.
The authorities allotted Rs 34,220.65 crores for Agriculture and allied sectors
consisting of Horticulture, Animal Husbandry, Revenue, Fisheries, Agricultural
Engineering, Tamil Nadu Agriculture University, Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj.
During the final budget, the government had allocated Rs 11,894.48 for these
sectors.
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Kalaignar's Anaithu Grama Oruginaintha Velan Valarchi Thittam': Government
has planned to put into effect this project in the span of the next 5 years to make
certain all villages of Tamil Nadu could acquire ordinary development and selfsufficiency in agriculture.
Budget highlights, there are 12,524 village panchayats in Tamil Nadu and this
scheme will be applied in one-fifth of the village panchayats every year.
This year, the scheme will be applied in 2,500 village panchayats in the year 2021.
The government has additionally determined to convert 11.75 lakh hectares of
fallow lands into farmland in 10 years in order to amplify the vicinity of cultivation
from 60 to 75 per cent.
The Double-cropped region will be elevated to 20 lakh hectares from one lakh
hectares. The area will be expanded through setting up new water assets and
developing micro-irrigation clusters Rs 573.24 crores have been allotted to Tamil
Nadu Agricultural University.
A separate wing for natural farming will additionally be created under the
Agriculture Department. Farmers will be motivated via potential subsidies for
adopting the organic farming methods.
Rural Youth Agricultural Skill Development Mission: This mission will be
launched to inspire educated childhood in order to take up agriculture to the
subsequent level at their native places. 2500 adolescents will be trained in the first
segment in areas of grafting, working horticulture, layering etc. Rs 5 crores have
been allotted for this scheme.

First State to Cut Petrol Price - Tamil Nadu
Tamil Nadu has grown to be the first nation in India to reduce the petrol price in the
fiscal year 2021-22 by means of Rs 3/litre, supplying a major relief to consumers.
Highlights:
The rate reduction was introduced by State Finance Minister Palanivel Thiagarajan
in the course of his budget speech on August thirteen and it came into effect on
August 14.
It is expected to cause an income loss of 1,160 crores for the nation exchequer.
Diesel and petrol costs in India have hit file highs. The government cites the price
upward push in international crude oil by using extra than 50 per cent as the
purpose for growing expenditures in India.
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In India, the retail petrol and diesel costs are decontrolled and are linked to
international crude oil prices. Thus, if crude expenditures decrease, retail expenses
limit too and vice versa.
But this does not now occur on the floor because oil rate deregulation is a one-way
procedure in India.
When international crude oil costs reduce, the authorities start charging clean taxes
and levies in order to earn extra revenues.
Thus, the predominant beneficiary of the mechanism of rate decontrol is the
government in India.
As per experts, the impact of rising fuel inflation is counterbalanced by using
declining meals inflation. However, shoppers with greater expenditure on tour are
distinctly affected via greater prices. It also impacts farmers who rely on dieselpowered irrigation systems.
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INTERNATIONAL
Afghan in Hands of Taliban
Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani will shortly tender his resignation, as the
authorities have surrendered to the Taliban forces, which entered Kabul and sought
the unconditional lay down of the central government.
Highlights:
Following this, a new interim authority has been announced, which is probably to
be headed by Ali Ahmad Jalali, a US-based academic.
President Ashraf Ghani fled the united states of america as the Islamist terrorists
entered the city, he desired to avoid bloodshed, while lots of Afghans determined to
depart flooded Kabul airport.
In Washington, opponents of President Joe Biden's selection to give up America's
longest war, launched after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. American diplomats were
flown by helicopter to the airport from their embassy in the fortified Wazir Akbar
Khan district as Afghan forces, trained for years and outfitted by the United States
& others at cost of billions of dollars, melted away.

New Visa for Afghans by India
The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) introduced a new visa class for
Afghans on August 17, 2021. MHA took this selection in the aftermath of the
prevailing state of affairs in Afghanistan.
Highlights:
A new class of digital visas has been introduced to fast-track their functions for
entry into India. This digital visa is dubbed as e-Emergency X-Misc Visa.
The government has also introduced that it will enable humans belonging to a nonMuslim minority of Afghanistan to come to India.
Taliban opponents seized Afghanistan by taking the whole of Kabul on August 15,
2021. Following the fall of Kabul, militant Islamist team introduced an stop to the
20-year warfare and declared its victory over Afghanistan.
After Taliban troops took control of Kabul, India finds its strategic hobbies
threatened in the region. India began searching after Afghanistan published the
operation Enduring Freedom' via the US. After this operation ended in 2014, India
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commenced extending its pleasant relation with Afghanistan authorities along with
the long-term strategic pastime and on the spot humanitarian effort. India
constructed initiatives like roads, dams, electrical energy transmission traces &
substations, faculties and hospitals in Afghanistan. India's improvement help is
estimated to be around $3 billion.
Taliban's seizing of Afghanistan now poses a danger to India's strategic hobbies,
including tasks like Stor Palace and Salma Dam.
Taliban is solely four hundred km away from the Line of Control in Jammu and
Kashmir region. It has captured Badakhshan province in Afghanistan, close to
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. It places them in a role to export terrorism in India.
Taliban would now enlarge coaching facilities and bases for these militant agencies
in Afghanistan, main to upward push in terrorism.
Reports propose that, Taliban has the help of Pakistan. Furthermore, China has
mentioned its willingness to improve pleasant members of the family with the
Taliban. This would now not be in favour of India.

Knowing About Taliban
On August 15, 2021, the fundamentalist Islamic pressure known as the Taliban
entered Kabul after gaining control over an awful lot of the US following the
withdrawal of US troops.
Highlights:
Taliban had dominated Afghanistan from 1996 till 2001 when US troops toppled.
This team had sheltered Osama bin Laden as he deliberate the Sept. 11 assault of
2001.
Taliban's manipulation over Afghanistan now poses a new danger to the US's
whole political and social order as nicely as its allies.
The Islamic pressure referred to as Taliban have been established in southern
Afghanistan. Mullah Mohammad Omar was once the founder of the group. He used
to be a member of the Pashtun tribe who grew to become a mujahideen
commander. He helped in pushing the Soviets out of the country in 1989. Later in
1994, Mullah Omar fashioned the crew in Kandahar with 50 followers. They
captured Kandahar and seized Kabul in 1996 and imposed strict Islamic rules.
These policies banned tv & music, stopped women from going to college and
pressured females to put on burqas.
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American troops invaded Afghanistan in the year 2001 and toppled the Taliban's
management when the Taliban refused US demand to hand over bin Laden.
The Taliban are battling towards the U.S.-backed authorities in Kabul. They are
seeking for to reimpose their strict model of Islam in Afghanistan.
Mawlawi Haibatullah Akhundzada (Pashtun from Kandahar) is presently the chief
of Taliban in Afghanistan. A Council of leaders has been set up by the Taliban
based totally in Pakistan referred to as Quetta Shura. It publishes the group's
decisions.
The Taliban makes cash by way of Afghanistan's unlawful drug trade. They
impose taxes on poppy growers and heroin producers in the areas of Afghanistan it
controls. They additionally impose taxes on agencies and function unlawful mines.
Besides, it receives funding from supporters in Pakistan and the Gulf.

UNSC Meeting Afghanistan Issues
Secretary-General of the United Nations, Antonio Guterres, has requested the
worldwide neighborhood to unite and use all handy units in order to make sure
Afghanistan is no longer used as a secure haven for terrorists again.
Highlights:
The UN Security Council met for the 2nd time in a week beneath India's
Presidency to talk about Afghanistan.
The Secretary-General additionally advised all parties, consisting of the Taliban, to
workout utmost restraint and known as to quit violence immediately.
He also known for Afghans' rights to be revered and requested Afghanistan to
comply with all the global agreements to which it used to be a party.
UNSC is one of six important organs of the United Nations (UN). It is accountable
for making sure worldwide peace and security. It also recommends admission of
new UN participants to the General Assembly and approving any UN Charter
modifications. It is the solely UN physique that has the authority to issue binding
resolutions on member states.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Largest Contingent to Tokyo Paralympics
The upcoming Tokyo Paralympics will witness the biggest ever Indian contingent
being sent, with fifty-four para-sportspersons collaborating throughout 9 sports
disciplines.
Key Points:
The 54-member Indian contingents had been given a formal and virtual send-off on
August 12, 2021, by Youth Affairs Minister and Sports Anurag. The 2020 Summer
Paralympics Games are scheduled to be held in Tokyo, Japan from August 24 to
September 05, 2021.

Independence Day for India - 15th August
India celebrated the 75th Independence Day on August 15, 2021 to mark the
country's freedom from almost two centuries of British colonial rule. India is
marking its seventy-fifth Independence Day as Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.
Highlights:
PM Narendra Modi is leading the celebrations from Red Fort in New Delhi and is
addressing the nation from Red Fort in New Delhi.
For the 1st time, just as the flag was unfurled with the aid of the PM, flower petals
showered at the venue via two Mi-17 1V helicopters of the Indian Air Force in
Amrut formation.
The Centre has invited 32 athletes who have won medals at the Olympics and 2
officials of the SAI (Sports Authority of India) at the Red Fort.
The Indian Independence movement commenced during World War I and was led
by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi.
On August 15, 1947, India bought its freedom, ending an almost 200-year British
rule. India's first minister Jawaharlal Nehru raised the Indian national flag above the
Lahori Gate of Red Fort in Delhi on August 15, 1947. It is a subculture that has on
account that it has been accompanied by the incumbent Prime Minister,
accompanied through an address to the country.
Key Points:
The tune Bharoto Bhagyo Bidhata' composed in 1911 by Nobel laureate
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Rabindranath Tagore was renamed as Jana Gana Mana' and adopted by using the
Constituent Assembly of India as the countrywide anthem on January 24, 1950.
The Indian countrywide flag with three horizontal stripes of red, yellow and
inexperienced used to be hoisted on 7th August in the year 1906, at Parsee Bagan
Square in Kolkata. The first variant of India's modern countrywide flag was
designed through freedom fighter Pingali Venkayya in 1921. The present day flag
with saffron, white and inexperienced shades and the Ashok Chakra in the center
used to be formally adopted on July 22, 1947, and hoisted on August 15, 1947.
Five other international locations celebrate their independence on August 15
alongside India. They are Bahrain, North Korea, South Korea and Liechtenstein.
The Indian flag is manufactured and provided from solely one region in the nation.
The Karnataka Khadi Gramodyoga Samyukta Sangha (KKGSS), placed in
Dharwad in Karnataka, has the authority to manufacture and grant the Indian
country wide flag. According to the BIS (Bureau of Indian Standards), the flag is
manufactured solely with hand-spun and handwoven cotton khadi wafting.
Even after India's independence, Goa used to be a Portuguese colony. It used to be
annexed to India by using the Indian Army solely in 1961. Thus, Goa was the final
kingdom to be a part of the Indian territory.

Declaration of Partition Horrors Remembrance Day
PM Narendra Modi has declared that August 14 will be located as Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day' or Vibhajan Vibhishika Smriti Diwas', in memory of people's
struggles and sacrifices during the partition of the country in 1947. The day pursuits
to encourage us to take away the poison of discrimination, animosity and ill-will, as
nicely as enhance unity, social harmony and human sensibilities. Pakistan
celebrates 14th August as its Independence Day.

Launch of Vehicle Scrappage Policy
PM Narendra Modi launched the Vehicle Scrappage Policy in India on Friday, 13
August, at the Gujarat Investor Summit and requested youths and start-ups to be
part of the programme.
Highlights:
Personal vehicles older than 20 years and business automobiles older than 15 years
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will have to bear a health test at government registered automated fitness centres'.
Vehicles that fail to omit the test will be declared as end-of-life vehicles' that
means that they would have to be recycled. Thus, paving the way for older motors
to be scrapped.
In case, the automobiles ignore the test, the proprietors will have to pay a hefty rate
for re-registration that would be hiked to around eight instances for non-public
vehicles, and around 20 times for commercial vehicles.
The coverage is a waste-to-wealth mission and an important phase of the round
financial system that will reduce pollution in our cities and additionally replicate
the government's dedication toward speedy development.
The policy will additionally convey investments worth extra than Rs 10,000 crore
and, in the process, create employment possibilities for lots of youngsters.

SonChiraya Launched by MoHUA
The Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA) launched the manufacturer
-SonChiraiya' for Urban SHG products.
Details:
The SonChiraiya' company and logo used to be launched by way of the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs for advertising urban Self-Help Group (SHG) products.
This initiative will prove as a step in the right direction in the direction of
expanded visibility and world entry for the products made through city SHG
women.
The Ministry expects to hyperlink many extra such SHG members, with a range of
professionally packaged, homemade ethnic products, accomplishing the doorsteps
of the clients globally.

CLAW Team in Siachen Glacier
Team CLAW, a crew of people with disabilities, has embarked upon a trip to trek
the Siachen Glacier on Independence Day. They will try a world report for the
biggest crew of humans with disabilities to scale the easiest battlefield in the world.
Highlights:
This is the land world document expedition part of Operation Blue Freedom Triple
World Records' being undertaken.
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Team CLAW' includes a group of armed forces veterans working closer to
empowering human beings with disabilities.
The Siachen Glacier: It is placed in the Eastern Karakoram range in the Himalayas.
It is the Second-Longest glacier in the World's Non-Polar areas.
The Siachen Glacier lies straight away south of the top notch drainage divide that
separates the Eurasian Plate from the Indian subcontinent.

New Vande Bharat Trains to Connect Parts of India
Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the kingdom on the occasion of 75th
Independence Day and introduced that 75 Vande Bharat' trains would join
exceptional components of the country in seventy-five weeks of the social
gathering of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.
Highlights:
The seventy-five Vande Bharat trains will join each and every corner of the
country, in seventy-five weeks of the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav', which is being
celebrated from March 12, 2021, upto August 15, 2023.
Presently two Vande Bharat Express trains are working in the country by means of
the Indian Railways.
The first Vande Bharat Express operates between Varanasi and New Delhi and the
other Vande Bharat Express operates between Katra and New Delhi.

Gati Shakti Scheme Announced by PM
PM Narendra Modi has announced a Rs 100 lakh crore Pradhan Mantri Gatishakti
scheme while addressing the kingdom on the 75th Independence Day from Red
Fort.
Highlights:
The Pradhan Mantri Gatishakti scheme aims to adopt a holistic and built-in method
in the infrastructure boom and create employment opportunities for the youth of the
country.
The government will soon announce the Master Plan for the scheme, to help
improve the productivity of industries, and raise the economic boom of the country,
except developing job possibilities for lots of youths.
Gati Shakti will be a national infrastructure grasp layout for our country that will
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lay the foundation of holistic infrastructure and will lead to a built-in and holistic
pathway to our economy.
The PM Gati Shakti scheme is aimed at breaking the silos between road, rail, air
and waterways to reduce travel time, enhancing industrial productivity, making
manufacturing globally competitive, facilitating future financial zones and creating
employment.

Smart Fitness Cards by Odisha
Odisha Chief Minister, Naveen Patnaik, announced that his government will
provide smart fitness cards below Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana.
Highlights:
Smart health playing cards will be furnished to 3.5 crore human beings in ninetysix lakh families in the state.
Beneficiaries of countrywide & nation meals protection schemes and Annapurna
and Antyodaya initiatives will be provided with these cards. Under it, females can
avail treatment up to Rs 10 lakh per year.
Other family contributors will get the advantage of up to Rs 5 lakh each.
According to the CM, Odisha is the first kingdom in India to grant such smart
health cards.
Health card beneficiaries can avail of health services across 200 health facility
chains in India which include in Odisha. This will fortify the health protection of
the people.
This initiative was launched in the backdrop of humans promoting land and
valuables or dropping their teenagers out of faculties to prepare the cure costs.
Under it, people will get distressed free and undemanding treatment at the best
available fitness care facilities.
Annapurna Scheme was once launched in April 2000 with the purpose of
presenting food security to meet the necessities of those senior citizens who
remained uncovered below the National Old Age Pension Scheme. It covers 20% of
men and women eligible to receive a pension below NOAPS. Central help is
furnished to beneficiaries of having age of 65 years or above. Under this scheme,
beneficiaries are provided 10 Kg. of meals grains per month free of cost.
Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana is a universal health insurance scheme, covering
around 70 lakh families. It was once launched by way of the chief minister of
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Odisha and 250 crores were sanctioned for this scheme. Under it, cashless health
care help will be provided. It will grant annual fitness insurance of Rs 5 lakhs to
every household and 7 lakhs per ladies participants of every family.

India to Become Energy Independent
Prime Minister Narendra Modi while addressing the state on August 15,
highlighted India's target to end up energy independent' by 2047, when India will
be celebrating its centesimal year of Independence.
Highlights:
India ambitions to become energy independent through a combination of electric
powered mobility, gas-based economy and mixing ethanol in petrol.
The Prime Minister highlighted his target of making India a hub for hydrogen
production.
Currently, India spends extra than Rs 12 lakh crore on power imports per year.
Presently, India has executed the target of one hundred gigawatts of renewable
electricity capability lots before the set target.
Energy Policy of India is described by expanding the strength deficit and
improving the center of attention of India on creating alternative sources of
electricity like nuclear, solar and wind energy. As of 2017, India has attained 63%
overall electricity self-sufficiency.
Primary energy consumption in India has accelerated by 2.3% in 2019. It has
ended up the 0.33 biggest patron after China and the USA, with a global share of
5.8%.
India's net import: As of 2018, India's internet imports were about 205.3 million
tons of crude oil and its products, 26.3 Mtoe of LNG and 141.7 Mtoe coal. They
totalled 46.13% of total most important strength consumption. India is generally
structured on fossil gas imports to meet its domestic energy demands. As per
reports, India's dependence on strength imports is expected to exceed 53% by 2030.

Door Delivery of Diesel - BPCL
BPCL additionally devoted 15 cell browsers and 9 jerry on the eve of Independence
Day in the Eastern Region. The initiative of door-to-door shipping and the use of
cellular dispensers has resulted in the commissioning of 1588 FuelKarts and 129
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FuelEnts within two years across the industry.
Highlights:
Fuelkart helps in bettering operational effectiveness for clients inconsistent with
the philosophy of ease of doing business. It ensures transport within time, entire
assurance of high-quality & volume and properly secure & impenetrable product
handling.
BPCL has already launched 63 cell dispensers across the states of West Bengal,
Odisha, Bihar, Jharkhand as well as North-East states.
BPCL is an Indian government-owned oil and fuel corporation, operating below
the mum or dad head of the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas. It is
headquartered in Mumbai. The agency operates two massive refineries in Kochi
and Mumbai. It is regarded as the second-largest downstream oil corporation in
India. In the 2020 Fortune List of the World's largest Corporations, it used to be
ranked at 309th position.
High-speed diesel is commonly used as gasoline in medium and high-speed
compression ignition engines that operate above 750 rpm. It is used in commercial
vehicles, locomotives, stationary diesel engines and pumps etc.

Inauguration of National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources
The Union Agriculture Minister inaugurated the world's second-largest refurbished
gene financial institution at the National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources.
Highlights:
The National Gene Bank used to be mounted in 1996 to maintain Plant Genetic
Resources (PGR) seeds for future generations. It has the potential to maintain about
one million germplasm in the shape of seeds.
Presently it is defending 4.52 lakh accessions, of which 2.7 lakh are Indian
germplasm and the relaxation has been imported from different countries.
The NBPGR was installed in 1976 as the National Bureau of Plant Introduction
and it received its existing identity 12 months later.
Its origins, however, can be traced again to the late Forties as the ICAR Scheme
for plant introduction'.
NBPGR is an institute below the Indian Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR).
It is headquartered in New Delhi with 10 Regional Stations placed in specific
phytogeographical zones of the country.
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Launch of Defence Testing Infrastructure Scheme
The Central Government launched the Defence Testing Infrastructure Scheme in
May 2020.
About the Defence Testing Infrastructure Scheme:
The Scheme was once launched with an outlay of Rs four hundred crore for
developing ultra-modern checking out infrastructure in partnership with the
personal industry.
The chief purpose of the Scheme is to enhance home defence and aerospace
manufacturing.
The Scheme would run for 5 years and envisages putting up of 6-8 Greenfield
Defence Testing Infrastructure amenities required for defence and aerospace
associated production.
The initiatives below the Scheme will be furnished with up to seventy-five per cent
Government funding in the structure of Grant-in-Aid'. The ultimate 25 per cent of
the assignment fee will have to be borne with the aid of the Special Purpose
Vehicle (SPV) elements which will be Indian personal entities and nation
governments.
The SPVs below the Scheme will be registered underneath the Companies Act,
2013 and shall additionally function and hold all belongings below the Scheme in a
self-sustainable manner by amassing consumer charges.
The target of the Scheme is to promote indigenous defence production, with a
distinct center of attention on participation of MSMEs and Start-Ups through
bridging gaps in defence trying out infrastructure in the country.
Setting up defence trying out infrastructure will furnish handy get admission to and
meet the trying out wants of the home defence industry.

Meeting of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
The fifty-fifth assembly of the Central Sanctioning and Monitoring Committee
(CSMC) was held below Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U).
Highlights:
In this meeting, proposals for the development of 16,488 homes have been
approved.
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The homes are proposed to be developed underneath Beneficiary-Led Construction
(BLC) and Affordable Housing in Partnership (AHP) verticals of PMAY-U.
Progress beneath PMAY-U: Construction of PMAY-U homes is in a range of
levels
With this, the quantity of sanctioned homes beneath PMAY-U is now 113.06
Lakh; 85.65 Lakh have been grounded for building and extra than fifty one Lakh
have been carried out and delivered to the beneficiaries.

Draft Rules for Renewable Energy
Draft Electricity (promoting renewable strength via Green Energy Open Access)
Rules, 2021 circulated.
Highlights:
The Power Ministry has circulated the Draft Electricity (promoting renewable
electricity through Green Energy Open Access) Rules, 2021.
These policies are proposed to buy and consume inexperienced electricity,
including the power from Waste-to-Energy plants.
The inexperienced power draft policies have supplied important points such as
Renewable Purchase Obligation (RPO); Green electricity open access; Nodal
Agencies; Procedure for furnishing of inexperienced electricity open access;
banking; and go subsidy surcharge.
The draft regulations state inexperienced hydrogen is the hydrogen produced by
the usage of electricity from renewable sources.

Facts on Indian National Flag
The Indian National Flag was adopted on 22nd July 1947, in its existing shape
(horizontal rectangular tricolour) in the course of an assembly of the Constituent
Assembly, 23 days earlier than India's Independence. It grew to be the reliable
countrywide Flag of the Dominion of India on 15th August 1947.
Highlights:
Present Flag is based totally on the Swaraj flag, a flag of the Indian National
Congress designed by using Pingali Venkayya.
After quite a few changes, the Tricolour was once adopted as our countrywide Flag
at a Congress Committee assembly in Karachi in 1931.
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Constitutional & Statutory Provisions concerning National Flag of India: Art
51A(a) To abide by way of the Constitution and recognize its beliefs and
institutions, the National Flag & the National Anthem.
Rules governing the show of the Tricolour: The Flag Code of 2002 is divided into
three parts: 1-a well-known description of the tricolour, 2-rules for show of the Flag
by means of governments and authorities bodies, 3-rules on show of the Flag by
way of public and personal our bodies and instructional institutions.
Facts:
The National Flag, be made of hand-spun and handwoven wool/silk/cotton khadi
bunting.
The Flag shall be rectangular in shape. The ratio of the length to the peak (width)
of the Flag shall be 3:2.
The Flag shall now not be flown at half-mast besides on events on which the Flag
is flown at half-mast on public constructions in accordance with the guidelines
issued through the Government.
The Flag shall no longer be used as a material in any shape whatsoever, which
include non-public funerals barring State funerals or armed forces or different
paramilitary forces funerals.
The Flag shall no longer be used as an element of costume or uniform, nor shall it
be printed or embroidered upon cushions, handkerchiefs, napkins or any kind of
costume material.
Ashoka Chakra is the wheel of the regulation of dharma. Chakra intends to exhibit
that there is LIFE IN MOVEMENT and demise in stagnation.
The saffron colour denotes renunciation of disinterestedness.
The white in the core is light, the course of reality to inform our conduct.
The inexperienced indicates our relation to the soil, our relation to the plant
existence here, on which all different existence depends.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
First Cattle Genomic Chip of India - IndiGau
India's first Cattle Genomic Chip IndiGau was released. IndiGau is India's first
Cattle Genomic Chip for the conservation of pure types of indigenous cattle breeds
like Gir, Kankrej, Sahiwal, Ongole, etc.
About IndiGau:
This indigenous chip was once developed by way of the concerted efforts of
scientists of the National Institute of Animal Biotechnology, Hyderabad, an selfreliant institution underneath the aegis of the Department of Biotechnology.
According to the announcement released, IndiGau is the biggest cattle chip in the
world.
It has 11,496 markers (SNPs) extra than that placed on 777K Illumina chips of US
& UK breeds.
IndiGau will have sensible utility in the authorities schemes to attain the purpose
of conservation of the indigenous breeds with better characteristics.
SNP chip:
SNP chip is a small sliver of glass, about the dimension of a fingernail, into which
are etched a very giant variety of very small pits. Each of these hold a tiny quantity
of DNA, which has been extracted from the tissue pattern of an animal or plant and
can be read' via a DNA sequence-reading machine.
If cattle owners/breeders desire to get DNA or genomic facts on an animal, they
absolutely take a hair or other tissue pattern (probably the use of a blood card), and
send it off to be read.
The statistics the chip conveys can encompass pedigree testing, test for horn/poll
status, and/or characteristics like boom fee or consuming quality.

First Drone Forensic Lab in Kerala
India's first Drone Forensic Lab and Research Center has come up in Kerala. The
Chief Minister of Kerala, Pinarayi Vijayan used to inaugurate the State police
department's Drone Forensic Laboratory' at the Kerala State Police CyberDome.
Cyberdome is a technological lookup and improvement centre of the Kerala Police
Department.
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Highlights:
The centre will assist in maintaining a watch over unauthorized drones and also for
the manufacturing of drones for the use of the police force. This lab-cum-research
centre will appear into both utility and threat components of a drone.
The police have forayed strongly into the especially new discipline of drone
forensics. It had these days analysed a drone brought down by way of the Border
Security Force (BSF) near the global border in Kathua district in Jammu and
Kashmir and helped the neighborhood enforcement zero in on its illegal operator.

Tag Garuda with GPS Trackers
Bihar has decided to tag the greater adjutant storks domestically recognised as
Garuda' with GPS trackers to screen their motion as part of efforts to conserve
them.
Key Points:
Scientific Name: Leptoptilos dubius
The increased adjutant belongs to member of the stork family, Ciconiidae. There
are nearly 20 species in the family.
They are long-necked massive birds.
Habitat: Once located across South and Southeast Asia, the Greater Adjutant is one
of the most threatened stork species in the world. There are only three regarded
breeding grounds one in Cambodia and two in India (Assam and Bihar).
Threat: The huge destruction and degradation of the wetlands that this scavenger
bird desires to forage (i.e. search for food) & the loss of its nesting trees, led to a
decline.
IUCN Red List: Endangered
Religious Icon: They are regarded as the mount of Vishnu, one of Hinduism's top
deities. Some worship the chook and name it Garuda Maharaj (Lord Garuda) or
Guru Garuda (Great Teacher Garuda).
Helpful for Farmers: They assist farmers by means of killing rats and other farm
pests.

Tackling Malnutrition with Rice Fortification
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has introduced the fortification of rice distributed
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below a number of government schemes, together with the Public Distribution
System (PDS) and mid-day foods in schools, by 2024.
Highlights:
The announcement is vast as the United States has high levels of malnutrition
amongst women and children.
According to the Food Ministry, each second lady in the united states of america is
anaemic and each and every third baby is stunted.
India ranks ninety four out of 107 countries and is in the serious hunger' class on
the Global Hunger Index (GHI).
Malnutrition and lack of integral vitamins in poor ladies and bad teenagers poses
important obstacles in their development.
The authorities distribute over 300 lakh tonnes of rice under a variety of schemes
protected under the National Food Security Act, 2013. For 2021-22, the Centre has
allocated 328 lakh tonnes of rice underneath NFSA for schemes such as the
Targeted PDS, MDM and Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS).
Food Safety & Standards Authority of India, which units requirements for meals
items in the country, defines fortification as deliberately increasing the content
material of essential micronutrients in a meals so as to improve the nutritional
exceptional of meals and to provide public health benefit with minimal chance to
health.
Fortified rice:
According to the Food Ministry, fortification of rice is an economical and
complementary method to make bigger diets and mineral content in diets.
According to FSSAI norms, 1 kg fortified rice will include iron (28 mg-42.5 mg),
folic acid (75-125 microgram) & Vitamin B-12 (0.75-1.25 microgram).
Rice may be fortified with micronutrients, singly or in combination, with zinc(10
mg-15 mg), Vitamin A (500-750 microgram RE), Vitamin B1 (1 mg-1.5 mg),
Vitamin B2 (1.25 mg-1.75 mg), Vitamin B3 (12.5 mg-20 mg) and Vitamin B6 (1.5
mg-2.5 mg) per kg.

HCL Launched e-Haat Online Portal
HCL Foundation, the company social responsibility arm of HCL Technologies has
launched an on-line portal, My e-Haat', to empower artisans and strengthen the fee
chain of the handicraft quarter in the country.
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Highlights:
The platform will allow artisans and main producers to conduct their business, by
listing and showcasing their merchandise directly to customers, thereby minimising
the casual intermediaries and the long furnish chains.
At present, more than 30 partners from eight states with over 600 products are
listed on the portal.
The My E-Haat initiative will be a one-of-a-kind model (A2C) where artisans will
without delay join with the client for years to come.
This portal would assist in bringing the intelligence of knowledgeable craftsmen
from across the country to the world. It will additionally amplify their recognition,
appreciation and remuneration.

Launch of National Hydrogen Mission
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the National Hydrogen Mission on August
15, 2021, from Lal Quila at the event of the 75th Independence Day. This mission
was launched to push for the electricity protection of India.
Highlights:
This mission was introduced in the backdrop of India spending Rs 12 trillion
annually to meet its strength needs.
The mission seeks to make India a world hub for inexperienced hydrogen
production and exports.
India presently imports 85% of its oil and 53% of its gas demand.
On the occasion, PM said that, for India to progress and become self-reliant, it
becomes important to turn out to be electricity independent.
In the line, India is thinking about making it mandatory for fertilizer flowers and
oil refineries to purchase inexperienced hydrogen below its plans to reduce
dependence on fossil fuels.
Green hydrogen is produced by splitting water molecules into hydrogen and
oxygen with the assist of an electrolyzer which is powered through electricity from
renewable electricity sources like wind and solar.

GSI launched the GSI Mobile App
The GSI has launched this mobile app in a bid to make itself more handy to the
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people.
Highlights:
Through the App, the people will turn out to be extra enlightened about a number
of facets of GSI activities.
It is additionally in line with the Digital India campaign initiated via the Central
Government.
The App is divided into a number sections where it talks about the legacy of GSI,
the in-house publications of the organisation, quite a number of case research on
special missions of GSI, the photograph gallery, etc.
It additionally offers a range of maps, videos and downloads of GSI work.
The app additionally offers statistics about the profession possibilities and training
amenities on hand with the GSI.
Apart from bringing GSI nearer to the public, the app is also predicted to appraise
the scholar community of the problem of geology.

DBT-BIRAC Supported ZyCoV-D
DBT-BIRAC supported ZyCoV-D developed through Zydus Cadila Receives
Emergency Use Authorization. Zydus Cadila has obtained approval for Emergency
Use Authorization (EUA) from the Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) for
ZyCoV-D.
Highlights:
ZyCoV-D is the world's first and India's indigenously developed DNA based total
vaccine for COVID-19 to be administered in human beings along with youngsters
and adults (12 years and above).
This is a three-dose vaccine and is the sixth vaccine authorised for use in the0
country.
ZyCoV-D is the world's first plasmid DNA vaccine towards the coronavirus. It
makes use of a part of genetic cloth from the virus that gives directions as either
DNA or RNA to make the particular protein that the immune gadget recognises and
responds to.
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ENVIRONMENT
Four New Ramsar Sites - Wetlands of India
Four more Indian sites - two every from Haryana and Gujarat - have been
acknowledged as wetlands of global significance below the Ramsar Convention.
Highlights:
Further, according to latest estimates through Wetlands International South Asia,
almost 30% of the natural wetlands in India have been misplaced in the last three
decades. Majorly, the loss of Wetlands is extra distinguished in Urban areas.
Wetlands International of South Asia was established in the year 1996, with an
office in New Delhi, as a section of the Wetlands International community to
promote conservation and sustainable improvement of wetlands in the South Asia
region.
New Ramsar Sites:
The Ramsar Convention has specified four new wetlands in India, as wetlands of
world importance.
Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary which is the largest wetland in Haryana is a humanmade freshwater wetland.
Sultanpur National Park from Haryana helps more than 220 species of resident,
iciness migratory and nearby migratory waterbirds at integral degrees of their
existence cycles.
The Thol Lake Wildlife Sanctuary in Gujarat lies on the Central Asian Flyway and
more than 320 chook species can be found here.
Wadhwana Wetland from Gujarat is internationally necessary for its birdlife as it
provides a wintering floor to migratory waterbirds, such as over 80 species that
migrate on the Central Asian Flyway.
These wetlands are home to endangered chook species like Egyptian Vulture,
Saker Falcon, Sociable Lapwing, and the near-threatened Dalmatian Pelican.
With this, the number of Ramsar websites in India is forty-six

New Species found in Kerala
The species belong to the genus Impatiens (family Balsaminaceae). Plants of this
genus are popular as Kasithumba' in Malayalam.
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Highlights:
They have been spotted in the Western Ghats vicinity of southern Kerala and the
Idukki district. Of the three species, two have been named after Communist veteran
& former Chief Minister V.S. Achuthanandan & the former Health Minister, K.K.
Shailaja.
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DEFENCE
Sainik Schools are Open for Girls
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, at some point of his address at the seventy-fifth
Independence Day celebration, introduced that Sainik Schools throughout India
will now be open for lady students as well.
Highlights:
This choice was taken following the messages from lakhs of girl students that they
additionally choose to study in Sainik School.
Girls were first allowed in Sainik colleges of Mizoram about 2.5 years ago.
Sainik Schools are the devices of schools that were installed and managed by using
the Sainik Schools Society. It comes under the Ministry of Defence (MoD). The
institution of Sainik schools was once led through V. K. Krishna Menon in 1961,
who was the then Defence Minister of India.
Sainik Schools have been installed in order to rectify regional and class imbalance
amongst Officer cadre of the Indian Military. Schools were opened to prepare
students mentally and physically to enter into the National Defence Academy
(NDA) and Indian Naval Academy (INA).
Now, there are 33 Sainik Schools. Now, MoD is set to establish one hundred more
Sainik Schools in the public-private partnership (PPP) model.
MoD runs Sainik Schools in association with the respective country governments.
MoD offers funding and serving officers for the publication of Principal while State
governments supply land, infrastructure and educating & administrative employees.
Sainik Schools comply with the CBSE Plus curriculum through the use of the
CBSE curriculum with the extra intention of preparing kids for entry into NDA and
INA.

HAL Tested the Hindustan Plane
The public regional mission of the Defence Ministry, Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL), has correctly carried out floor checks for making a civilian plane
named Hindustan-228'.
Highlights:
Ground run and low pace taxi trials (LSTT) of the Hindustan-228 plane were
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carried out at the HAL facility at Kanpur.
Hindustan-2298 is a 19-seat multirole utility aircraft. It has been constructed on the
groundwork of the present body of navy airplane Dornier 228. This civil model will
be used for a number of functions like air ambulance, VIP transport, passenger
transport, cloud seeding, flight inspection roles and leisure things to do such as para
jumping, photography, aerial surveillance and cargo applications.
Hindustan-228 plane has been constructed with the intention of helping the
regional connectivity scheme- UDAN. It will be utilised by using civil operators
and kingdom Governments for their intra and inter-state connectivity by way of
supplying assistance in the direction of training, upkeep and logistics.
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) is a state-owned aerospace and defence
company headquartered in Bangalore. It used to be hooked up on December 23,
1940. It is the oldest and biggest aerospace and defence producer throughout the
world. It started manufacturing planes in 1942 with licensed aircrafts like Curtiss
P-36 Hawk, Harlow PC-5, and Vultee A-31 Vengeance. HAL presently has eleven
devoted Research and improvement (R&D) centres alongside 21 manufacturing
divisions.
HAL is managed by means of a Board of Directors who are appointed by the
President of India. They are appointed through the Ministry of Defence.
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PERSONS
Doodle for Subhadra Kumari Chauhan - Google
Google paid tribute to Subhadra Kumari Chauhan on her 117th delivery
anniversary by way of dedicating a creative doodle to her.
Highlights:
Subhadra Kumari Chauhan was an Indian activist, freedom fighter, and poet.
Google doodle was once illustrated with the aid of Prabha Mallya who is a New
Zealand-based guest artist.
Doodle signifies Chauhan dressed in a saree, sitting & keeping a pen with various
notes.
Doodle additionally indicates Jhansi Ki Rani and countless freedom fighters.
Google additionally described Chauhan as a trailblazing author and freedom
fighter' who earned national prominence for the duration of the time when literature
was once dominated by using men.
Subhadra Kumari Chauhan used to be an Indian activist who was also a poet. She
also fought for freedom. Her works gained countrywide cognizance when there was
the domination of males in the field of literature. She was born on August 16, 1904,
in the Nihalpur village of Uttar Pradesh. She bought her first poem published when
she was 9-years-old. Her poem Jhansi ki Rani' is the most recited poem of Hindi
literature. Other splendid poems by her consist of Balika ka Parichay' and
Khilonewala'.
She became a member of the Indian Nationalist Movement in 1921. She urged
people to join the battle through the ability of her poems. She grew to be the first
female satyagraha in 1923. During the 1940s, she posted about 88 poems and fortysix quick memories for the battle for India's independence. She died in 1948.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Mahatma Gandhi to be given Congressional Gold Medal
An influential US lawmaker from New York reintroduced a decision in the US's
Representatives House to posthumously awarded the prestigious Congressional
Gold Medal to Honourable Mahatma Gandhi in focus of his advertising of peace
and nonviolence.
Key Points:
The Congressional Gold Medal is the easiest civilian award in the United States.
Gandhi would be the first Indian to get hold of a Congressional Gold Medal, an
honour bestowed upon such fantastic figures as George Washington, Nelson
Mandela, Martin Luther King Jr., Mother Teresa, and Rosa Parks.

National Youth Award for Mohammad Azam
Mohammad Azam from Karimnagar in Telangana has been awarded the National
Youth Award by the Youth Affairs & Sports Minister Anurag Singh Thakur in
Delhi for displaying exemplary management qualities.
Highlights:
Mohammad Azam has carried out a few attention programmes related to blood
donation, organ donation and plantation programmes under the Haritha Haram
project. The award includes an understanding certificate and Rs 50,000 cash.
Apart from these, he has additionally laboured on water conservation, development
of soaking pits works related to the Swachh Bharat mission & authorities welfare
schemes for the advantage of the people in quite a several villages. He received the
Indira Gandhi NSS Award from then Indian President Pranab Mukherjee. He was
awarded the Pratibha Puraskar award using the State authorities in the erstwhile
Andhra Pradesh and the Rashtriya Gaurav Samman Award.
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SPORTS
Odisha to Sponsor Indian Hockey Team
The Odisha government will sponsor the Indian Hockey team for 10 extra years
after the modern sponsorship ends in 2023, Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
announced.
Highlights:
The government started sponsoring the countrywide hockey teams in 2018. The
teams have scripted records with their extraordinary overall performance at the
Tokyo Olympics, the chief minister said, handing over a money award of Rs 10
lakh to every player.
However, the genuine amount of sponsorship offers are but to be revealed. In
2018, Odisha had signed a Rs a hundred crore deal with Hockey India for
sponsoring the men's and women's teams for 5 years after Sahara India withdrew
after getting entangled in felony issues.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Priyanka Chopra as Chairperson of MAMI Film Festival
Actor-producer Priyanka Chopra Jonas used to be introduced as the chairperson of
the Jio MAMI Film Festival, nearly 4 months after Deepika Padukone stepped
down from the position.
Highlights:
The Mumbai Academy of Moving Image (MAMI) unveiled its plans for the
coming year, version and the trade-in leadership. Priyanka was once unanimously
nominated with the aid of MAMI's Board of Trustees which contains Nita M
Ambani (Co-Chairperson), Anupama Chopra (Festival Director), Ajay Bijli, Anand
G. Mahindra, Farhan Akhtar, Isha Ambani, Kabir Khan, Kaustubh Dhavse, Kiran
Rao, Rana Daggubati, Riteish Deshmukh, Rohan Sippy, Siddharth Roy Kapur,
Vikramaditya Motwane, Vishal Bhardwaj and Zoya Akhtar.

Mirabai Chanu as Ambassador of Amway
Directly promoting FMCG company Amway India has announced that it has
appointed Olympian Saikhom Mirabai Chanu as the company ambassador for
Amway and its Nutrilite range of products.
Highlights:
Chanu will spearhead the company's campaigns centered on product tiers such as
Nutrilite Daily, Omega and All Plant Protein amongst others. Chanu, a weightlifter,
received the silver medal at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics in the women's 49kg
category.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
De Jure Transfer Day in Puducherry - 16th August
Puducherry on sixteenth August celebrated its De Jure Transfer day. Speaker of the
Puducherry, R. Selvam, paid floral tributes at the memorial in Kizhur, a faraway
hamlet in Puducherry, the place the switch of electricity took the region on the
identical day in 1962.
Highlights:
De Jure Transfer Day is the day that clearly brought independence. The then
Pondicherry used to be below French management properly after 1947.
The cession treaty was signed between the Indian and French governments used to
be ratified by way of the French Parliament solely on 16th August 1962. So on that
day the De-Jure i.e., The Legal Merger of the UT with the Indian Union was once
effected. Nearly 178 representatives participated in the referendum in which one
hundred seventy voted in favour of a merger with India and eight towards it

World Senior Citizen Day - 21st August
World Senior Citizen Day is found globally on August 21 each year. The day is
celebrated to raise cognizance about problems affecting older people, such as
deterioration with age & the abuse of the elderly and support, honour and exhibit
appreciation to seniors and to understand their achievements.
Background:
The Day was proclaimed with the aid of the United Nations General Assembly on
December 14, 1990. The day was formally situated by the former President of the
United States of America, Ronald Reagan in 1988 to devote a day to older adults
and their issues.

International Day of Remembrance & Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism 21st August
United Nations observes twenty first August each and every year as the
International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism. This
day is determined to pay tribute to the people throughout the globe who have been
attacked, injured, traumatized or misplaced their lives because of terrorist attacks.
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Highlights:
The 3rd commemoration of the day i.e., on 2021, will focus on the response to the
pandemic & cancellation of many memorials and commemorations, it is
fundamental to take the time to be mindful and honour the victims of terrorism. The
day was designated by the United Nations General Assembly in 2017 and the first
time the day was found in 2018. The UN General Assembly, in its resolution
72/165 (2017), established 21st August as the International Day of Remembrance
of & Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism to honour and aid the victims and also
survivors of terrorism and to promote and protect the full enjoyment of their human
rights and essential freedoms.

World Mosquito Day - 20th August
World Mosquito Day is found on 20 August yearly to increase recognition about
the reasons for malaria and how it can be prevented.
Highlights:
Mosquito day is observed to highlight the efforts of healthcare officials, NGOs,
and others in battling illnesses precipitated with the aid of malaria. On World
Mosquito Day each and every year, consciousness is created around diseases
brought about with the aid of mosquitoes.
Theme: Reaching the zero-malaria target.
There are quite a few specific mosquitoes that act as vectors for one-of-a-kind
diseases. Aedes mosquitoes cause various diseases like chikungunya, dengue fever,
lymphatic filariasis, rift valley fever, yellow fever, and zika. Anopheles motivate
malaria, lymphatic filariasis (in Africa).
The day commemorates the discovery made by British health practitioner Sir
Ronald Ross in 1897 that female mosquitoes transmit malaria between humans. In
1902, Ross gained the Nobel Prize for Medicine turning into the first British man or
woman to receive the award.

Sadbhavana Diwas - 20th August
Each and every year India observes Sadbhavana Diwas on August 20 to
commemorate the birth anniversary of late erstwhile Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi.
Highlights:
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This year (2021) on 20th August 2021, we are going to have a good time on the
77th anniversary of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. The Indian National
Congress instituted the Rajiv Gandhi Sadbhavana Award in the year 1992, a year
after his death.
Each year this day is celebrated in the memory of the late Rajiv Gandhi who was
once the youngest Prime Minister of India at the age of 40 years. In lieu of paying
tribute to his imaginative and prescient for India, on this occasion contributions to
society betterments are made.
About Rajiv Gandhi:
Rajiv Gandhi grew to be Prime Minister at an age of 40 years after the
assassination of his mom Indra Gandhi and served from 1984-89.
To modernize the education device he got here with a National Education Policy in
1986 and he based Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya System, the place he supplied free
residential education to rural sections from lessons 6 to 12.
Rajiv Gandhi always had a dream of a developed state for which he did many
deeds which included the National Education Policy in 1986, decreased Licence
Raj, and protected Panchayati Raj.
He was once the one whose contribution to the improvement of the kingdom is
benefiting us at present. For remembering his dreams, his social and financial work
for taking the nation towards development, Sadbhavana Diwas came into existence.

Akshay Urja Diwas - 20th August
Akshay Urja Diwas (Renewable Energy Day) is held each and every year on 20
August to raise awareness about the traits and adoption of renewable power in
India.
Highlights:
The Akshay Urja Day was started by the Ministry for New & Renewable Energy
Sources in the year 2004. Energy such as Biogas, Wind energy, Solar Energy,
hydroelectric electricity are a few examples of Akshay Urja.
The predominant motive of Akshya urja Diwas is to make human beings aware
that they have to think about renewable electricity (Akshya Urja) apart from
common energy.
Indian Akshay Urja Day used to be hooked up in 2004 to help renewable energy
development programs and promote its use instead of normal sources of energy.
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The very first tournament touching on Akshay Urja Diwas was once organized in
New Delhi. In 2004, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh launched a commemorative
stamp, and 12,000 schoolchildren shaped a human chain to promote renewable
energy.
The twentieth of August wasn't chosen at random to be the date of the observance.
Renewable energy day marks the birthday anniversary of Rajiv Gandhi, former
Prime Minister of India.

August 19th - World Photography Day
World Photography Day was designated on 19th August each and every year to
promote photography as an interest and additionally inspire photographers around
the globe to share a single picture with the rest of the world. The first authentic
World Photo Day was observed on August 19, 2010.
Highlights:
The beginning of World Photo Day comes from the invention of the
Daguerreotype, a photographic manner developed by Frenchmen Louis Daguerre &
Joseph Nicephore Niepce in the year 1837. It was on 19th August 1939 that the
French authorities purchased the patent of Daguerreotype technique and announced
this invention as a free gift to the globe.

World Humanitarian Day - 19th August
World Humanitarian Day (WHD) is observed each and every year on 19 August to
pay tribute to humanitarian personnel and these workers who lost or risked their
lives whilst doing humanitarian service. In 2021 we are celebrating the twelfth
WHD.
Highlights:
The theme WHD 2021 is #TheHumanRace: a world task for climate motion in
solidarity with human beings who want it the most.
August 19 marks the Humanitarian day on which the then Special Representative
of the Secretary-General to Iraq, Srgio Vieira de Mello & 21 of his colleagues had
been killed in the bombing of the UN Headquarters in Baghdad. World
Humanitarian Day was venerated for the first time on 19 August 2009, after it was
once formally recognised by way of the United Nations General Assembly in 2009.
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BOOKS & AUTHORS
Accelerating India - 7 Years of Modi Government
The Vice President, M. Venkaiah Naidu has launched a book Accelerating India: 7
Years of Modi Government' at Upa-Rashtrapati Nivas.
Key Points:
The e book commemorates the fulfillment and comparison of two elected terms of
PM Modi as the Head of Parliamentary. Releasing the book, VP Naidu said that as
India will rejoice 75 years of independence, it was once time to find out about the
development of the constitutional promise of a dignified existence to the common
man.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(August 16 - August 22, 2021)

AGREEMENTS MOU
MoU Between Indian Bank and PCI
Indian Bank has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the PCI (Paralympic
Committee of India) as one of the banking companions of the Paralympic Games
scheduled to begin from August 24 in Tokyo, Japan.
Highlights:
The bank, by its year-long affiliation with PCI, will grant monetary help to
paralympic athletes.
The President of the Paralympic Committee of India is Deepa Malik.
In a year-long association, the bank will supply economic help to Paralympic
athletes to put together for the coveted sporting occasions in the home arena as
nicely as world platforms.
Timely financial resources supplied to these sportspersons will inspire them to
focal point their efforts on the game & win laurels for the country.
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INDEX / LIST
India Ranks 2nd in Crypto Adoption
India has ranked 2nd in terms of crypto adoption internationally behind Vietnam,
but ahead of international locations such as the US, UK, and China, according to
the 2021 Global Crypto Adoption Index by blockchain information platform
Chainalysis. This comes even as worldwide crypto adoption grew by 880%
between June 2020 and July 2021, in accordance to the report.
About the report:
A document by US-based research platform Finder released this month
corroborated that the pinnacle 5 countries in terms of crypto adoption had been all
from Asia.
The business enterprise surveyed 47,000 users internationally and 30% of those
surveyed in India stated they owned cryptocurrencies.
Bitcoin is the most popular coin in our country India, observed by using Ripple,
Ethereum and Bitcoin Cash, according to the report.
Crypto adoption in India has been led by smaller cities in the country. The biggest
crypto change in the country through trading volume, WazirX, said last week that it
had considered extra than 2,648% growth in consumer sign-ups from tier II and tier
III cities in India.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When was Indian Bank established?
A.1905
B.1907
C.1908
D.1910

Answer B
Explanation Indian Bank is an Indian nationalised financial services and banking company. It is
under the ownership of the Ministry of Finance of the Government of India, established in 1907
and headquartered in Chennai, India.

2) In which year was the first official Paralympic Games held?
A.1956
B.1968
C.1986
D.1960

Answer D
Explanation The first official Paralympic Games, no longer open solely to war veterans, was
held in Rome in 1960. 400 athletes from 23 countries competed at the 1960 Games. Since 1960,
the Paralympic Games have taken place in the same year as the Olympic Games.

3) Who is the UK's most decorated Paralympian in terms of the total medals
won?
A.David Weir
B.Mike Kenny
C.Sarah Storey
D.Tanni Grey-Thompson

Answer C
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Explanation Sarah Storey has won an incredible 25 medals across two sports. Mike Kenny holds
18 medals (the record number of Golds, 16). David Weir holds 10 Paralympic medals and Tanni
Grey-Thompson has 17.

4) Which member of the Cyclone Mobility team has won a Paralympic medal?
A.Mark Eccleston
B.Stuart Dunne
C.Chris Chegwen
D.Michael Kerr

Answer A
Explanation Although many of the Cyclone team have a strong sporting background, only Mark
is a paralympic medalist. Mark won a silver medal at the 2004 Paralympics in Athens.

5) Where is the headquarters of Indian Bank?
A.Mumbai
B.Chennai
C.Bangalore
D.Hyderabad

Answer B
Explanation Indian Bank is an Indian nationalised financial services and banking company. It is
under the ownership of the Ministry of Finance of the Government of India, established in 1907
and headquartered in Chennai, India.

6) Where will the 2024 Paralympics be held?
A.Berlin
B.Paris
C.Canberra
D.Delhi

Answer B
Explanation The 2024 Summer Paralympics also known as the 17th Summer Paralympic
Games, and commonly known as Paris 2024 Paralympic Games, are an upcoming major
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international multi-sport event for athletes.

7) Where is the headquarters of HCL?
A.Mumbai
B.Pune
C.Noida
D.Chennai

Answer C
Explanation HCL Technologies is an Indian multinational information technology services and
consulting company, headquartered in Noida, Uttar Pradesh, India. It is a subsidiary of HCL
Enterprise.

8) What are 3 sports played in the Summer Paralympics?
A.Basketball, Shopping, and skiing
B.Wheelchair rugby, shooting, and boccia
C.Amputee, cerebral palsy, vision impaired
D.Swimming, backstroke, ice skating

Answer B
Explanation There are twenty-two sports on the Summer Paralympic program and five sports on
the Winter Paralympics program. Within some of the sports are several events.

9) What is the theme of India's 75th Independence Day?
A.Nation First, Always First
B.Atmanirbhar Bharat
C.Healthcare first
D.India always first

Answer A
Explanation The theme of Indias 75th Independence Day celebrations will be Nation First,
Always First. India will celebrate its 75th year of Independence at Red Fort from where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will address the nation on August 15, 2021.
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10) When was HCL founded?
A.1908
B.1956
C.1976
D.1988

Answer C
Explanation Shiv Nadar is a pioneer of the computing and IT industry in India. In 1976, he
founded the HCL Group that started off as a technology hardware company, manufacturing the
country's first indigenous computers and then evolved into a more comprehensive software
services global organisation.

11) When was HCL founded?
A.1908
B.1956
C.1976
D.1988

Answer C
Explanation Shiv Nadar is a pioneer of the computing and IT industry in India. In 1976, he
founded the HCL Group that started off as a technology hardware company, manufacturing the
country's first indigenous computers and then evolved into a more comprehensive software
services global organisation.

12) What are the Paralympics?
A.Olympics for people who didn't qualify for them
B.Olympics for pets
C.Olympics for people with disabilities
D.Olympics for the blind only

Answer C
Explanation A series of international contests for athletes with disabilities that are associated
with and held following the summer and winter Olympic Games. called also Paralympic Games.
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13) The Indian Army has installed a 100-ft tall Indian National Flag in T?
A.J and K
B.Delhi
C.Ladakh
D.Uttar Prdesh

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Army on August 10, 2021, installed a 100-ft tall Indian National Flag in
Gulmarg, Jammu & Kashmir. The Armed Forces hoisted the flag on August 15, 2021, to mark
the 75th Independence Day in the country.

14) Partition Horrors Remembrance Day declared to be on _____________.
A.Aug 14
B.Aug 15
C.Aug 16
D.Aug 17

Answer A
Explanation PM Narendra Modi has declared that August 14 will be located as Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day or Vibhajan Vibhishika Smriti Diwas, in memory of peoples struggles and
sacrifices during the partition of the country in 1947.

15) Who was the last Viceroy of India?
A.Lord Irwin
B.Lord Mountbatten
C.Lord Curzon
D.Lord Lansdowne

Answer B
Explanation Lord Louis Mountbatten, was the last viceroy of India and first Governor-General
of Independent India. He served as the viceroy of India till August 15, 1947.
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