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BANKING & FINANCE
Dukandar Overdraft Scheme by HDFC
HDFC Bank introduced the launch of an overdraft facility for small outlets in
partnership with CSC SPV. Known as 'Dukandar Overdraft Scheme'.
Highlights:
The scheme by means of HDFC Bank is aimed at supporting shopkeepers and
retailers to ease their money crunch. According to the bank, shops running for a
minimum of three years are eligible for the scheme by means of offering six
months of financial institution announcements from any bank. HDFC Bank will
approve an overdraft restriction from a minimum of Rs 50,000 to a most of Rs 10
lakhs based totally on the statements. Importantly, HDFC Bank won't are looking
for collateral security, enterprise financials, and earnings tax returns from outlets
that practice for the scheme.

IndusInd Bank as Agency Bank - RBI
The IndusInd Bank was empanelled by the RBI to act as an associate degree
Agency Bank'. As a workplace Bank, IndusInd becomes eligible to hold out
transactions associated with every kind of government-led business. This call is
predicated on the run batted in guideline that authorises regular personal sector
banks as the agency banks of the regulator for the conduct of state business.
IndusInd Bank currently joins few different personal banks of the country listed as
Agency Bank of run batted in, to hold out general banking business on behalf of the
central and government, except for providing its customers with the convenience of
enterprise routine monetary transactions through its banking platform.
As associate degree empanelled Agency Bank', IndusInd Bank will perform
sure transactions such as:
Handle transactions bearing on revenue receipts underneath CBDT, CCBIC and
GST on behalf of the state/central government.
Make transactions for pension payments on behalf of state/central government
work associated with tiny Savings Schemes (SSS).
Collection of taxation charges, and an assortment of taxation from voters for the
franking of documents.
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Undertake the gathering of state taxes like skilled tax, VAT, state excise etc. on
behalf of assorted state governments, among different things.

WhatsApp Banking Feature in Axis Bank
By this year, Axis Bank has crossed the milestone of over one million clients on its
WhatsApp banking channel with a total request count of 6 million until now.
Highlights:
Axis Bank had launched banking services on WhatsApp in January 2021 and has
witnessed a sturdy natural increase in its customer base for WhatsApp banking.
After signing up for the service, customers can inquire about products through
financial savings accounts, savings and debit cards, deposits, and private loans. Nonfinancial service requests can also be initiated by finding ATMs or getting updates
on third-party deals available on savings and debit cards.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
IFSCA Regulations 2021 - Financial Services
International Financial Services Centre (Capital Market Intermediaries) Authority
Regulations 2021 is in news.
Highlights:
IFSCA proposes enacting a regulatory framework for capital market intermediaries
operating in IFSC, with a focus on ease of doing business and in accordance with
the fundamental principles established by the International Organization of
Securities Commissions.
The proposed IFSCA (Capital Market Intermediaries) Regulations, 2021
(Intermediaries Regulations) provide, among other things, for regulatory
requirements regarding registration, obligations and responsibilities, inspection, and
enforcement of various types of capital market intermediaries such as clearing
members, broker dealers, investment bankers, depository participants, portfolio
managers, and investment advisers, credit rating agencies, custodians, debenture
trustees and account aggregators.
The proposed regulations also allow registered capital market intermediaries to
conduct cross-border business in Indian and foreign capital markets, subject to
certain conditions such as ring fencing of operations, appropriate risk management
and internal controls, record keeping, and so on.

Priyanka Chopra as Ambassador of Bvlgari
Italian luxury whole Bvlgari has appointed actor Priyanka Chopra Jonas as world
whole ambassador. she is going to support the Roman high jewellery house in
amplifying the whole round the world, with a selected specialize in themes of girls
direction, diversity and inclusion. Bvlgari is understood for its gem jewellery,
watches, fragrances, accessories and animal skin merchandise.
Highlights:
Priyanka Chopra Jonas is additionally a worldwide United Nations agency
Goodwill Ambassador, and recipient of the celebrated Danny Kaye Humanitarian
award, serving as a logo of power and strength for several young ladies.
In 2020, the corporate partnered with fragrance and style company Firmenich on a
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property flower farming project known as Flower Gems of Asian country. The goal
was to make a brand new bush farming model involving one hundred family-owned
farms in Tamil Nadu, providing native communities with an alternate approach to
bush production to extend their profits and enhance the standard of their flowers.

Largest Star Sapphire Cluster in Sri Lanka
World's biggest star sapphire cluster has been discovered in Ratnapura, Srilanka.
Highlights:
The stone is pale blue. It was located by labourers while digging properly in a gem
trader's home. Ratnapura is recognized as the gem capital of the country. The
sapphire cluster weighs around 510kgs or 2.5 million carats. The cluster has an
value of up to $100 million in the global market as per estimation.
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INTERNATIONAL
CORPAT Between India and Indonesia Begins
The 36th version of CORPAT between India and Indonesia is being hung on 30 and
31 July 2021, in the Indian Sea area. The Indian Maritime Boat (INS) Saryu, a
natively fabricated Seaward Watch Vessel and Indonesian Maritime Boat KRI
Bung Tomo is embraced composed watch (CORPAT).
About the CORPAT:
Other than this, Sea Watch Airplane from the two countries is likewise partaking.
The activity is being directed as a 'non-contact, adrift just' practice taking into
account the Coronavirus pandemic. India and Indonesia have been directing the
Organized Watches along the Worldwide Sea Limit Line (IMBL) since 2002 two
times per year.
The essential point of CORPAT is to keep the Indian Sea Area free from any
danger for business delivery, global exchange and lead of real sea exercises.
CORPATs assist with building comprehension and interoperability among naval
forces and work with the organization of measures to forestall and smother
Unlawful Unreported Unregulated (IUU) fishing, drug dealing, sea psychological
warfare, furnished burglary and theft.

Two New Heritage Sites in Spain
The notable Paseo del Prado avenue and Retiro Park of Madrid, in Spain, has been
allowed the situation with UNESCO World Legacy Locales. The wide tree-lined
Paseo del Prado, in the focal point of the Spanish capital, is home to conspicuous
structures like the Prado Historical center. The notorious Retiro Park, simply
connecting with Paseo del Prado, is a 125-hectare green space, and quite possibly
the most visited attractions in Madrid's set of experiences.

India Assumes UNSC Presidency
India has assumed the Presidency of the world organisation council (UNSC)
Highlights:
Taking over the Presidency from France, this is often India's 1st Presidency
throughout its 2021-22 tenure as a non-permanent member of the council.
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India's biennial tenure as a non-permanent member began in the Gregorian
calendar month of 2021.
It will once more take over because of the President of the Council in Gregorian
calendar month 2022.
During its Presidency, Asian countries are going to be organizing high-level
signature events in 3 major areas: Maritime Security, Peacekeeping and
Counterterrorism
About world organisation council:
The United Nations Security Council is one of the 6 principal organs of the world
organisation. It is charged with the upkeep of international peace and security. Its
powers embody the institution of peacekeeping operations, the institution of
international sanctions, and also the authorization of group action through council
resolutions. It is the sole world organisation body with the authority to issue
binding resolutions to member states. The Security Council consists of fifteen
members.
Permanent members (P5): Russia, UK, France, China, and the USA. These
permanent members will veto any substantive council resolution, as well as those
on the admission of recent member states or candidates for Secretary-General. The
Security Council additionally has ten non-permanent members, elective on a
regional basis to serve biennial terms. The body's presidency rotates monthly
among its fifteen members.

Joint Training Exercise of India and Russia
The Joint training exercise of India and Russia, Exercise INDRA 2021, commenced
at Prudboy Ranges, Volgograd.
Highlights:
The Indra exercise was initiated as a bilateral single-service exercise in the year
2003. In October 2017, the 1st tri-service Indra Exercise took place in the Eastern
Military District of Russia.
The 2nd edition of the tri-service Indra Exercise was once held in December 2019
concurrently at Babina (near Jhansi), Pune, and Goa.
During the Indra Exercise 2020, India and Russia Defence Ministers met in
Moscow and honoured the fifth anniversary of the 2nd world war.
The foremost goal of the Indra 2020 is to beautify the interoperability of the Indian
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and Russian Navies.
As Indra Exercise 2020 took region amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the structure
of the exercise was a 'Non-contact, at sea only.'

Construction of Border Roads Organisation
Border Roads Organisation constructs the highest motorable road in the world in
Eastern Ladakh.
Highlights:
The constructed road is at 19,300 ft at Umlingla Pass in Eastern Ladakh.
BRO has constructed a 52-km lengthy tarmac road through Umlingla Pass,
bettering the preceding record of a street in Bolivia connecting to its volcano
Uturuncu at 18,953 ft.
The road now connects the vital cities in the Chumar area of Eastern Ladakh. It
will be a boon to the neighbourhood population as it provides an alternate direct
route connecting Chisumle and Demchok from Leh.
It will decorate the socio-economic stipulations and promote tourism in Ladakh.
The Border Roads Organisation is accountable for setting up and keeping the road
community in India's border areas.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Pink Protection Project Launched by Kerala
The Kerala Police dispatched another drive called the Pink Protection project for
the assurance of ladies openly, private and advanced spaces. The Pink Protection
project intends to forestall settlement-related issues, digital tormenting and
embarrassment out in the open spots. It has 10 parts, one of which is actuating the
current Pink Police Watch framework, named Pink Janamaithri Beat.
About the task:
They will gather data from panchayat individuals, neighbors and different local
people and hand it over to the Station House Officials for additional activity.
The Pink Beat framework, where extraordinarily prepared ladies cops have been
sent, will be available at Karnataka State Street Transport Company (KSRTC) and
private transports and before schools, universities and other public spots including
transport stops.
Pink control rooms have been set up in every one of the 14 areas to arrange the
exercises.
The Pink Shadow Watch group will likewise be conveyed to distinguish the
presence of enemies of socials in packed regions and to make a move.
A projectile watch group of lady cops called "Pink Romeo" was additionally
dispatched as a component of the task.

Juvenile Justice Care and Protection of Children Amendment
The Rajya Sabha has passed the juvenile justice (care & protection of children)
amendment bill. It was previously approved by the lower house in March 2021. The
purpose of the bill is to amend the Juvenile Justice Act of 2015.
Highlights:
The amendments include authorizing district magistrates (including additional
district magistrates) to issue adoption orders under section 61 of the Juvenile
Justice Act to ensure that cases are handled quickly and to strengthen
accountability.
The District Magistrates have been given additional authority to ensure its smooth
implementation and to coordinate efforts in support of children in distress.
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Under the amended provisions of the Act, any Child Care Institution must be
registered after considering the District Magistrate's recommendations.
The DM shall conduct independent evaluations of District Child Protection Units,
Child Welfare Committees, Juvenile Justice Boards, Specialized Juvenile Police
Units, Child Care Institutions, and other similar entities.
The criteria for appointing members of the Child Welfare Committee have been
revised. There are also disqualification criteria for the same.
It has been decided that offences where the maximum sentence is more than 7
years in prison but no minimum sentence has been prescribed or a minimum
sentence of less than 7 years is provided will be treated as serious offences under
this Act.

Mission Niryatak Bano by Rajasthan Government
The Rajasthan government's enterprises division and the Rajasthan State Industrial
Development and Investment Corporation (RIICO) have dispatched the 'Mission
Niryatak Bano' mission to advance hopeful exporters in the state.
Highlights:
The mission is pointed toward enrolling and handholding the neighborhood dealers
willing to grow their business to unfamiliar nations, in six stages. This will cover
help from preparing, getting vital documentation, enlistment in Rajasthan Export
Promotion Council and even help in fares and exchange tasks. The state
government with regards to the difficulties of private ventures had deferred off the
requirement for a few state-level clearances for the underlying three years of
impending organizations. The exporter help crusade will be another progression in
assisting the neighborhood business with creating understanding towards the
techniques and increment their business.

LIC to Launch Lumine and Eclat Cards
LIC Cards Services restricted (LIC-CSL) has partnered with IDBI Bank to launch
'Lumine' noble metal Mastercard and 'Eclat' choose MasterCard on the RuPay
platform. The cards can, at the start, be accessible to LIC policyholders, agents,
furthermore as workers of the corporation and its subsidiaries. The cards can supply
a large variety of advantages to users.
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About the cards:
Lumine and Eclat cardholders can have a credit limit that suits their lifestyles. The
cardholders can earn three 'delight' points on each pay of Rs a hundred via the
Lumine card and four points on the Eclat card.
The cards conjointly supply a unique advantage of 2x reward points whereas
paying the renewal insurance premiums of LIC. The cards even have a 'Welcome
Aboard' supply for initial customers.
Lumine and Eclat cardholders can earn 'Welcome Bonus Delight Points' of
one,000 and 1,500, severally, on disbursal Rs ten,000 at intervals sixty days of card
supply.
Both cards supply users the ability to convert their transactions of over Rs three
000 to EMI with zero process and legal proceeding fee, at the side of a tenth fuel
surcharge relinquishing on Rs four hundred forrader transactions.
Cardholders may select their EMI tenure choices of three, 6, nine or twelve months
as per their needs. Moreover, Eclat cardholders can get complimentary lounge
access to the least bit domestic and international airports.
The cards conjointly associate with coverage viz air accident insurance cover,
personal accident or permanent incapacity coverage, credit defends coverage and 0
lost card liability. They need a validity of four years interest-free credit amount of
up to forty-eight days.

Dalit Bandhu Scheme by Telangana Government
The programme is to be launched on a pilot basis in Huzurabad, Telangana on
August sixteen.
Highlights:
Dalit Bandhu is that the latest flagship programme of the Telangana government. It
is visualised as a welfare theme for empowering Dalit families.
The theme shall alter entrepreneurship among Dalits through an on the spot profit
transfer of Rs ten large integer per family World Health Organization haven't any
bank guarantee to begin their businesses.
The money help is given by the govt. through Dalit Bandhu is free. this is often not
a loan. there's no got to repay it. there's no probability of any middlemen during
this. Eligible beneficiaries can get help in their bank accounts.
Apart from financial help, the govt. plans to form a corpus referred to as the Dalit
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Security Fund for good to help the beneficiary in the event of adversities. The fund
is going to be managed by the district collector involved, in conjunction with a
committee of beneficiaries.
A minimum quantity is going to be deposited by the beneficiary towards this fund.
The beneficiary would be issued an associate card with an associate electronic chip,
which can facilitate the govt. monitor the progress of the theme.
Once enforced on the bottom, this is often attending to be the largest money
transfer theme within the country. The funds allotted for the theme would be over
and higher than the funds earmarked for the SC Sub arrange. The government will
pursue the theme with the Centre for nationwide implementation.

Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana by Government of India
A Samajik Adhikarita Shivir' for distribution of aids and helpful devices to
Divyangjan' beneath the ADIP theme and to Senior voters beneath the Rashtriya
Vayoshri Yojana' was unionized by the Ministry of Social Justice and authorisation,
Government of India.
Key Points:
Objective: To help the impoverished disabled persons in procuring sturdy, refined
and scientifically factory-made, modern, customary aids and appliances which will
promote their physical, social and psychological rehabilitation, by reducing the
consequences of disabilities and enhancing their economic potential.
Implementation: Through implementing agencies like NGOs, National Institutes
beneath the Ministry of Social Justice & authorisation and ALIMCO (a PSU that
manufactures artificial limbs).
Eligibility: an individual satisfying all the subsequent conditions area unit eligible:
Indian subject of any age
Has four-hundredth incapacity or additional (must have the requisite certificate)
Monthly financial gain, no more than Rs.20000.
In the case of dependents, the financial gain of parents/guardians shouldn't exceed
Rs.20000.
Must not have received help throughout the last three years for the identical
purposes from any supply. However, for youngsters below 12years old-time, this
limit would be one year.
Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana:
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Coverage: Senior voters, happiness to BPL class and full of any of the age-related
disability/infirmity Low vision, disability, Loss of teeth and locomotive incapacity.
Assistance is provided within the type of distributing Assisted-living devices
which may restore close to normalcy in their bodily functions, overcoming the
disability/infirmity manifested free-of-cost.
Funding: Central Sector theme. The expenditure for implementation of the theme
are met from the Senior Citizens' Welfare Fund .
Beneficiaries in every district are known by the State Governments/UT
Administrations
through
a
Committee
chaired
by
the
Deputy
Commissioner/District Collector. As so much as attainable, a half-hour of the
beneficiaries in every district shall be girls.

Operation Blue Freedom - Team CLAW
The Government of India has accorded sanctions to Team CLAW to steer a team of
individuals with disabilities to scale Siachen ice mass and make a replacement
record for the most important team of individuals with disabilities.
Highlights:
This is the land record expedition a part of Operation Blue Freedom Triple World
Records' being undertaken.
Triple Elemental World Records could be a series of world records being tried by
the team in 2021 of collectives of individuals with disabilities achieving nice feats
toward land, in air and underwater.
Team CLAW: Team CLAW (Conquer Land Air Water) could be a team of exIndian Special Forces commandos.
Generally, all area unit either from the Indian Army Para Commandos or the armed
service Marine Commandos additionally referred to as the MARCOS.
These veterans have multiple specialisations like jump, skin-dive, climb, etc.
The initiative was taken by Major Vivek Jacob, a Para (Special Forces) officer.
Operation Blue Freedom: it's a social impact venture aimed toward rehabilitating
individuals with disabilities through adjustive journey sports.
Aim: To shatter the common perception of pity, charity and inability related to
individuals with disabilities and recreate it to at least one of dignity, freedom and
talent.
Focus: To design and implement property large-scale employment solutions' for
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individuals with disabilities
It was launched in 2019 by Team CLAW.

First Indian City to Get Fully Vaccinated - Bhubaneswar
Bhubaneswar has become the first Indian city to accomplish 100% COVID-19
vaccination. The Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation (BMC) had dispatched a
gigantic vaccination drive against Covid-19.
Highlights:
This achievement is credited to the BMC running 55 focuses consistently for
immunizations. BMC has a record of around nine lakh individuals who are over 18
years old in the city. Which incorporates around 31 thousand medical care
labourers, 33 thousand cutting edge labourers. 5 lakh 17 thousand individuals are in
the age gathering of 18 to 44 years. Three lakh 25 thousand individuals are over 45
years old.

Pardoning Power of Governor - SC
Indian Supreme Court, on August 3, 2021, control that, Governor of state will
pardon prisoners and death sentence cases.
Highlights:
Governor will pardon the Prisoners even before they need to complete a minimum
of fourteen years of prison sentence.
Bench additionally concluded that Governor's power to pardon overrides a
provision given beneath Section 433A of Code of Criminal Procedure.
Section 433A mandates that sentences of captives are often remitted solely when
fourteen years of jail.
Bench discovered that Section 433-A of the Code cannot and doesn't have an effect
on the constitutional power of the President or Governor to grant pardon beneath
Articles seventy two or 161 of the Constitution.
Such power is in the exercise of the power of the sovereign. However, Governor
can need to act on the help and recommendation of authorities.
Court noted, the sovereign power of the Governor to pardon captive beneath
Article 161 is exercised by the authorities and not the Governor on his own, in
reality.
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The Supreme court bench discovered and noted this whereas considering the
practicableness of remission policies in Haryana.
Pardoning Power of Governor:Article 161 of the Indian Constitution provides
the Governor of a State with the power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites, remit
penalisation, or suspend, remit, or commute the sentence of anyone guilty of any
offence against laws.

Actions to Control Zika Virus
The Union Health Ministry has rushed a multidisciplinary team to the geographic
areas to watch the Zika virus state of affairs and support the government in the
management of infections. Recei, a case of Zika has been reportable in the Pune
district.
About Zika:
The Zika virus is preponderantly transmitted by infected mosquitoes from the
genus Aedes genus, primarily Aedes aegypti. The genus Aedes mosquitoes
conjointly unfold breakbone fever, chikungunya and black vomit.
The virus was initially known in African countries in 1947 in monkeys.
Transmission: Apart from the mosquitoes, an associate degree infected person can
even unfold the virus.
Symptoms: Generally, the symptoms embrace fever, rash, muscle and joint pain,
malaise, or headache. It lasts for regarding 2 to seven days. Most infected
individuals don't develop any symptoms.
Zika infection throughout gestation will cause infants to change state with
abnormal conditions (smaller than traditional head size) and different innate
malformations, referred to as innate Zika syndrome.
It has no treatment or immunogen. Instead, the main target is on relieving
symptoms and includes rest, rehydration and Anacin III for fever and pain.

Garima Grihas for Transgender Persons
The Centre is putting in place the Garima Grihas for transgender persons are with
the assistance of community-based organizations.
Highlights:
Minister of State for Social Justice and direction A. Narayanaswamy wise Lok
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Sabha, twelve pilot shelter homes are initiated with the aim of providing safe and
secure shelter to transgender persons. The Garima Grihas for transgender persons is
being come upon with the assistance of community-based organizations. Such
shelter homes come upon within the states of geographic area, Delhi, state,
Rajasthan, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Tamil Nadu and Odisha.

Sub Mission on National Food Security Mission
The Government of India is creating awareness among farmers for Nutri Cereals
(Millets) under the Sub Mission on National Food Security Mission (NFSM)
through demonstration and training. Nutri Cereals includes ragi, sorghum, bajra and
small millets.
Highlights:
Nutri Cereals (Millets) is one of the significant components of the National Food
Security Mission.
National Food Security Mission was launched in 2007. It is a centrally sponsored
Scheme.
The main objective is to increase the annual manufacturing of rice, wheat and
pulses.
The mission was launched to extend the manufacturing of rice, wheat and pulses
by place growth and enhancing productivity, restoring soil fertility and
productivity, developing employment opportunities, and improving farm level
economy.
Sub-components of the NFSM are NFSM-Rice; NFSM-Wheat; NFSM-Pulses;
NFSM-Coarse Cereals; NFSM-NFSM-Nutri-Cereals; NFSM-Commercial Crops.
Under NFSMNutri Cereals, incentives are supplied to the farmers, through the
state governments, on crop manufacturing and safety technologies, cropping system
based demonstrations, manufacturing & distribution of seeds of newly released
varieties/hybrids, Integrated Nutrient and Pest Management techniques, high farm
implements/tools/resource conservation machinery, water-saving devices,
capability building of farmers through training all through cropping season,
organizing events/workshops, distribution of seed mini-kits, publicity via print and
electronic media, etc.

Scheme for Reclamation of Problem Soils - Union Agriculture Minister
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Union Agriculture Minister gave information on this scheme in written format in
Lok Sabha.
Highlights:
Scheme for Reclamation of Problem Soils by Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare is a centrally sponsored scheme.
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare is implementing Scheme for
Reclamation of Problem Soils as a sub-scheme of Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana
since 2016-17 for the development of problem soils (Alkalinity, Salinity and
Acidity).
The Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana is implemented on a pilot basis in 15 States in
order to bring such land under cultivation. For the various pilot projects under
Reclamation of Problem Soils in the last 3 years, an amount of Rs. 24.60 crore was
released to the States.

Grants Under Kala Sanskriti Vikas Yojana
No grant under the Kala Sanskriti Vikas Yojana has been cancelled due to
prevailing COVID-19. The information is by the Ministry of Culture.
Highlights:
The Culture Ministry issues guidelines for conserving cultural events/activities in
virtual/online mode under quite a number of scheme aspects of the Central Sector
Scheme Kala Sanskriti Vikas Yojana' (KSVY).
Kala Sanskriti Vikas Yojana (KSVY) is an umbrella scheme of the Culture
Ministry under which cultural businesses are given financial assistance for the
promoting of artwork and culture.
A few of the schemes:
Repertory Grant: Repertory is the overall performance of ballets, dramas, operas
at ordinary intervals by a company. Under Repertory Grant, coaching is provided.
National
Presence:
Under
National
Presence,
cultural
programmes/festivals/seminars, etc., at the national level for the promoting of
artwork & tradition may additionally be carried out online.
Cultural Function and Production Grant (CFPG): Under the CFPG, seminars,
conferences, Workshops, research, festivals, exhibitions, symposia, drama-theatre,
production of dance, music, etc. and small research initiatives on one-of-a-kind
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elements of Indian subculture may also be carried out online.
Himalayan Heritage: By Financial Assistance for the Preservation and
Development of Cultural Heritage of the Himalayas, find out about, and research,
maintenance and documentation, dissemination through audiovisual programmes,
coaching in typical & fold art may additionally be carried out online.
Buddhist/Tibetan: By the Financial Assistance for Development of
Buddhist/Tibetan Arts, lookup project, purchase of books, documentation and
cataloguing, award of scholarships to monks, holding of extraordinary publications
and culture, audio-visual recording/documentation, IT upgradation education aids
for monastic, salary to teachers may be carried out online.
Scholarship/Fellowship: Under Scheme of Scholarships and Fellowships for
Promotion of Art and Culture, advanced coaching inside India in the subject of
Indian Classical Music, Indian Classical Dance, Theatre, Mime, Visual art, Folk,
Traditional and Indigenous Arts and Light Classical Music and research may
additionally be performed online, and document can further be submitted in tender
version.

Fees Exemption for Battery Operated Vehicles
A notification was given by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways about
fees exemption.
About:
The notification dated 2nd August 2021 is to exempt Battery Operated Vehicles
from the payment of fees to issue or renew the registration certificate (RC) and
assignment of the new registration mark. This information has been notified to
encourage e- mobility.

Performance of National AIDS Control Programme
An external evaluation of the National AIDS Control Programme (NACP) was
conducted in 2020 on the advice of NITI Aayog, which found that the programme
has done a commendable job and performed very well.
Highlights:
The NACP was launched in 1992. It is being implemented as a comprehensive
programme to prevent and manipulate HIV/AIDS in India.
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The NACP I was started in 1992 and was implemented with the goal of slowing
down HIV infections so as to decrease morbidity, mortality and the effect of AIDS
in the country.
In November 1999, the 2nd National AIDS Control Project (NACP II) was
launched to limit the unfold of HIV contamination in India and expand India's
potential to respond to HIV/AIDS on a long-term basis.
The 3rd National AIDS Control Project (NACP III) was launched in July 2007 to
Halt and Reverse the Epidemic over its five-year period.
NACP IV, launched in 2012, has ambitions to speed up the reversal method and
further beef up the epidemic response in India through a cautious and properly
described integration technique over the subsequent five years.

Commencement of INS Vikrant
The indigenous aircraft carrier INS Vikrant has commenced its sea trails. INS
Vikrant (R11) was the 1st aircraft carrier of the Indian Navy ever to grace the
arsenal.
Highlights:
This Indigenous aircraft carrier was designed by the Indian Navy's Directorate of
Naval Design (DND) built at Cochin Shipyard Limited, a Public Sector Shipyard
under the Ministry of Shipping.
Aircraft Carrier Vikrant is a leading example of India's quest for Atma Nirbhar
Bharat with more than 76% indigenous content.
INS Vikrant measured the size of 700ft, with a beam of 128 feet wide, significantly
brief than her sister ship, the INS Viraat which was commissioned on May 12,
1987, at 748 toes in length and 160 ft in width. The INS Vikrant was a bridge
between full-sized fleet carriers and smaller, greater good value escort carriers. In
other words, INS Vikrant can be labelled as a "light fleet carrier". Formally, INS
Vikrant falls underneath the Majestic-class of aircraft carriers.

Fast Track Special Courts for Two More Years
Cabinet approves continuation of Centrally Sponsored Scheme(CSS) for Fast Track
Special Courts for two more years.
Highlights:
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Fast Track Special Courts are dedicated courts expected to make sure swift
dispensation of justice.
These courts have a better clearance rate as compared to the everyday courts and
keep speedy trials.
Besides presenting quick justice to the unfortunate victims, it strengthens the
deterrence framework for sexual offenders.
The fund is from Nirbhaya Fund. The Scheme was once launched on 02.10.2019.
The Central Government enacted "The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018" to
deliver more stringent provisions and expeditious trial and disposal of such cases.
It made provision of stringent punishment, which include the loss of life penalty
for perpetrators of rape.
This led to the institution of the Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs).

Projects Under National Industrial Corridor Programme
Nearly eleven Industrial Corridors with 32 Projects are to be developed in 4 phases
in the country as a phase of the National Industrial Corridor Programme (NICP).
About the National Industrial Corridor Programme (NICP):
The National Industrial Corridor Programme (NICP) has been conceived to
promote world type manufacturing amenities and enhance futuristic industrial cities
in India.
It is under the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT).
The broad objective of NICP is to provide plug and play infrastructural facilities
for putting up massive scale manufacturing units.
The National Industrial Corridor Development and Implementation Trust
(NICDIT) under the DPIIT is the overarching institutional framework to implement
the programme.
Under the programme, land parcels are developed for instantaneous allotment to
manufacturing units.
The programme aims to increase new industrial cities as "Smart Cities" and
converge subsequent technologies throughout infrastructure sectors.
The 11 Industrial Corridors being developed are: Delhi Mumbai Industrial
Corridor (DMIC), Chennai Bengaluru Industrial Corridor (CBIC), Amritsar
Kolkata Industrial Corridor (AKIC), East Coast Industrial Corridor (ECIC) with
Vizag Chennai Industrial Corridor (VCIC) as Phase 1, Bengaluru Mumbai
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Industrial Corridor (BMIC), Extension of CBIC to Kochi via Coimbatore,
Hyderabad Nagpur Industrial Corridor (HNIC), Hyderabad Warangal Industrial
Corridor (HWIC), Hyderabad Bengaluru Industrial Corridor (HBIC), Odisha
Economic Corridor (OEC), Delhi Nagpur Industrial Corridor (DNIC).

Compliance Information Portal by CBIC
Central Board for Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC)has launched Compliance
Information Portal (CIP).
Highlights:
The CBIC launched the CIP to provide free access to all customs methods and
regulatory compliance for nearly 12,000 Customs Tariff Items.
The portal would have information related to accomplice government agencies like
FSSAI, drug controller, etc., to elevate imports and exports.
CIP can be used by coming into either the Customs Tariff Heading (CTH) or the
description of the goods in the query to get step-by-step procedures, regulatory
compliance requirements like licence, certificates, etc., for imports as properly as
exports.
This consists of import and export through posts and courier, import of samples,
reimport and re-export of goods, self-sealing facility for exporters and venture
imports.
Another vital function of CIP is a pan-India map showing all the customs seaports,
airports, land customs stations, etc. It additionally carries addresses of the
regulatory groups and their websites.

First INS to Call at Heritage Port
INS (Indian Naval Ship) Khanjar becomes the first Indian Navy ship to call at the
heritage coastal port of Gopalpur in Odisha.
Highlights:
The two-day visit was organised as the phase of Aazadi ka Amrit Mahotsav and
also as Swarnim Vijay Varsh celebrations to observe the 75th anniversary of
Independence as well as the 50th anniversary of the 1971 War. The ship's visit
aimed to enhance ties and spread the local populace's attention on aspects of coastal
protection and maritime operations.
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During the visit, ship's officers interacted with Port Officials and discussed
berthing amenities for OTR of Naval ships and a security overview of port
infrastructure.
The ship's team additionally undertook a cleanup force at Gopalpur seashore and
tree plantation in the port premises. In addition, books and dry provisions were
disbursed to Samarth Orthopedically Handicapped Welfare Association at
Chatrapur in the Ganjam district.

CERT-In Tracks lakhs of Cybersecurity Incidents
CERT-In tracks 6.07 lakh cybersecurity incidents in the first six months of 2021, of
which about 12,000 were related to authorities organisations.
About CERT-In:
CERT-In is The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team
It is a corporation of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology,
Government of India, intending to secure Indian cyberspace.
It was established in 2004.
It is the nodal organisation that offers cybersecurity threats like hacking and
phishing.
The Information Technology Amendment Act designated CERT-In in 2008 as the
countrywide organisation to operate certain functions.

Steps for Online Education to Students
The Indian government has taken steps to provide online education to students the
information given by the Union Minister for Education.
Highlights:
PM eVIDYA: Facilitating online learning and teaching materials of various types
among teachers and students.
DIKSHA: It is a Digital infrastructure for providing students with quality e-content
for school education in states/UTs, and it has QR coded Energized Textbooks for
all grades.
Swayam Prabha: It's a programme that offers TV channels for classes 1 to 12 (one
channel per class).
Shiksha Vani: This includes the usage of Radio, Community radio and CBSE
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podcasts.
Special e-content for the visually and hearing impaired developed on Digitally
Accessible Information System (DAISY) and in sign language on NIOS
website/YouTube.
All the mentioned schemes/programmes are free of cost and available to all the
students across the country.

First Port to Launch e-cars - VOC Port
VOC Port becomes the first major port in India to launch e-cars.
Highlights:
VOC Port is previously regarded as Tuticorin Port. The V. O. Chidambaranar Port
was declared an essential port in 1974.
It is the 2nd largest port in Tamil Nadu and the 3rd greatest container terminal in
India.
It is an artificial port.
It has offerings to the USA, China, Europe, Sri Lanka and the Mediterranean
countries.

Monitoring of Groundwater
Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) periodically monitors groundwater levels
for the duration of the Country on a regional scale by monitoring wells.
Highlights:
Central Ground Water Board, a subordinate office of the Ministry of Water
Resources, Government of India, is the National Apex Agency entrusted with
supplying scientific inputs for management, exploration, monitoring, assessment,
and augmentation legislation of floor water resources of the country.
The board was set up in the year 1970 by renaming the Exploratory Tube Wells
Organization below the Ministry of Agriculture. And in 1972, It was merged with
the GroundWater Wing of the Geological Survey of India.
Its vision is the sustainable improvement and administration of the country's
groundwater resources.

Khel Ratna Award as Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award
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PM Narendra Modi has announced that the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award will be
renamed as the Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award.
Highlights:
The pass was primarily based on the numerous requests he obtained from across
the nation. Dhyan Chand, whose birthday is celebrated as National Sports Day, won
three Olympic golds for India in Hockey.
The award was inaugurated in 1991-92. The Khel Ratna award comprises a
medallion, a certificate, and a money prize of Rs.25 lakh. The first awardee of the
Khel Ratna was chess legend, Viswanathan Anand. In recent years, some of the
winners include cricketer Rohit Sharma, wrestler Vinesh Phogat, women's hockey
team captain Rani Rampal, amongst others.

Fully Vaccinated People Need Not Require RT-PCR Certificate
According to the Central government's notification, RT-PCR record is not
obligatory for the people who have acquired each dose of covid-19 vaccines to tour
across states.
Highlights:
National Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation had notified in May that if a
character is fully vaccinated, they do not now require a bad RT-PCR to look at
travel documents.
This choice was once taken because Covid-19 vaccines provide strong immunity
and protection in opposition to the disease.
So, the RT-PCR testing ought to be performed where it is required to hint at the
cases.
Different states have been applying diverse rules with respect to travel. Tamil
Nadu authorities have made a negative RT-PCR test document and a complete
covid-19 vaccination (with two doses) certificate obligatory for humans coming
from Kerala. On similar lines, passengers touring from Kerala to Chennai can enter
solely after producing an RT-PCR check poor certificate. Karnataka additionally
mandated RT-PCR poor reports for people getting into Kerala and Maharashtra.
Chhattisgarh authorities are asking to produce a bad RT-PCR record from people
touring by way of air. Goa has also mandated assessments for travellers from
Kerala.
Eight states are witnessing a high reproductive range of infections. Himachal
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Pradesh has the easiest cost of 1.4. It is observed by means of Jammu & Kashmir
with an r-number of 1.4, Lakshadweep with an r-number of 1.3, Tamil Nadu,
Mizoram, Karnataka, Puducherry and Kerala.

Nutrition Related Programme by Rajasthan Government
Rajasthan authorities launched a series of nutrition-focused welfare programmes for
the advantage of women and kids affected by disruption in regular schemes.
Women and young people in Rajasthan are affected due to the disruption of
schemes such as Integrated Child Development Services and the noon meal scheme
amid the covid-19 pandemic.
Highlights:
The state government is going through the challenge of the micronutrient crisis.
Following the disruption, professionals referred to undertaking strategies to
accelerate micronutrient supplementation and support food fortification.
Thus, the Rajasthan government has launched Nutrition focused programmes as
the impending third wave is in all likelihood to aggravate this situation.
Under the programme, Indira Rasoi Yojana will provide meals to the poor and
needy twice a day. This scheme had prolonged alleviation to people amid the
pandemic.
The government is also promoting a healthful lifestyle for pregnant females and is
extending aid to such ladies in order to enable them to provide delivery to healthy
children.
Village panchayats would play a giant position in strengthening nutrition schemes
and offering nutrition training amongst students in schools.
The nutrition-focused programmes are extensive because nutritious, diverse &
secure meals in early childhood and entry to primary health, water & sanitation
would help in enhancing dietary status among girls and children.
Indira Rasoi Yojana: Indira Rasoi Yojana was launched in August 2020 with the
goal of supplying nutritious meals to terrible & needy two instances in a day at
concessional rates. Under the scheme, one plate serves 100 grams of pulses &
greens and 250 grams of chapati & pickles. This scheme aligns with the theme of
World Food Day 2020 to grow, nourish and maintain together.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
AI for All by Intel with CBSE
Intel in a joint effort with the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE),
Ministry of Education, declared the dispatch of the AI For All drive fully intent on
making a fundamental comprehension of man-made brainpower (AI) for everybody
in India.
Highlights:
In view of Intel's AI For Citizens program, AI For All is a 4-hour, self-guided
learning program that demystifies AI in a comprehensive way. It is as pertinent to
an understudy, a stay at home parent for what it's worth to an expert in any field or
even a senior resident. The program plans to acquaint AI with 1 million residents in
its first year. Organizations and Initiatives at Intel.

SIM Binding Feature for YONO Users - SBI
India's most prominent investment banking company of Bharat (SBI), has launched
a replacement and increased security feature for its YONO and YONO fat-free
apps, known as 'SIM Binding', to guard customers against varied digital frauds.
Highlights:
Beneath the new SIM Binding feature, the YONO and YONO fat-free apps can
work solely on those devices with SIM of mobile numbers registered with the
Bank. The most aim of the refashion of the platform is to produce increased
security to customers and facilitate them with a convenient and safe online banking
expertise.
SBI customers can need to update their mobile app to urge access to the refashion
of YONO and YONO fat-free with increased safety features.
The users can complete the one-time registration method on these apps, wherever
the bank can verify the SIM of the registered mobile range with the investor.
Customers should register themselves with the device that has the SIM of the
registered contact range.

PM to Launch e-RUPI Card
Prime Minister Narendra Modi can launch e-RUPI, Associate in Nursing e-voucher-
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based digital payment resolution, via video conferencing. The e-RUPI initiative is
going to be one of all the programmes launched over the years to limit touchpoints
between the govt. And also the beneficiary and "ensure that the advantages reach its
supposed beneficiaries in a targeted and leak-proof manner".
About the e-RUPI:
e-RUPI could be a cashless and contactless instrument for digital payments. It acts
as an Associate in Nursing e-voucher supported by a QR code or SMS string
delivered to the beneficiaries' mobile phones.
e-RUPI connects the service sponsors with the beneficiaries and repair suppliers in
a very digital manner with no physical interface. It conjointly ensures that the
payment to the service supplier is formed solely once the group action is
completed.
Being postpaid, it assures timely payment to the service supplier while not the
involvement of any mediator.
The one-time payment mechanism of e-RUPI can permit users to redeem the
voucher while not having a card, digital payments app or web-banking access at the
service supplier.
This platform is developed by the NPCI (National Payments Corporation India) on
its UPI platform, together with the Department of Financial Services, Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare and National Health Authority.

NISER - Joint Mission of ISRO and NASA
The ISRO-NASA joint mission NISER (NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar)
satellite, aimed at making international dimension of land floor adjustments using
superior radar imaging, is proposed to be launched in early 2023.
Highlights:
It is a dual-band (L-band and S-band) radar imaging mission with the functionality
of full polarimetric and interferometric modes of operation to have a look at minor
adjustments inland, vegetation and cryosphere.
NASA is creating L-band SAR and related structures, whilst ISRO is creating Sband SAR, spacecraft bus, the launch automobile and associated launch services.
The essential scientific goals of the mission are to enhance the perception of the
influence of local weather trade on Earth's altering ecosystems, land and coastal
processes, land deformations and cryosphere. NISER is one of the integral
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collaborations of the ISRO and NASA. India and the U.S. had agreed upon this
mission in then-President Barack Obama's go-to India in 2015.

Clinical Trials of Ashwagandha
The Ministry of Ayush has collaborated with the U.K.'s London faculty of Hygiene
and medical speciality (LSHTM) to conduct a study on Ashwagandha' for
promoting recovery from COVID-19.
Highlights:
Clinical trials of Ashwagandha' are going to be conducted on a pair of,000
participants in 3 U.K. cities Leicester, Birmingham and London
This is the primary time the Ministry of Ayush has collaborated with a far off
establishment to analyze its effectiveness on COVID-19 patients.
The thriving completion of the trial can be a serious breakthrough and will offer
scientific validity to India's ancient meditative system.
Ashwagandha:
Ashwagandha (Withania somnifera or AG), normally called Indian winter cherry,
may be an ancient Indian herb that enhances energy, reduces stress and makes the
system stronger. It is classified as an associate adaptogen, which suggests that it
will facilitate the body to manage stress. Ashwagandha additionally boosts brain
performance and lowers blood glucose, and helps fight symptoms of tension and
depression. Ashwagandha has shown clinical success in treating acute and chronic
arthritis.
Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is an associated disease that will cause joint pain and
harm throughout your body. A disease may be a condition within which your
system erroneously attacks your body. It is associate with simply accessible, overthe-counter organic process supplements within the U.K. and incorporates an
evidenced safety profile. The positive effects of Ashwagandha' are discovered in
long COVID-19. A variety of randomized placebo-controlled trials of the conductor
in humans in Asian countries had incontestable its effectivity in reducing anxiety
and stress, rising muscle strength and reducing symptoms of fatigue in patients
treated for chronic conditions.

Biotech-PRIDE by Ministry of Science and Technology
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Biotech-PRIDE (Promotion of analysis and Innovation through knowledge
Exchange) pointers was discharged by the Department of Biotechnology (DBT),
Ministry of Science and Technology. Further, a website of the Indian Biological
knowledge Centre (IBDC) was additionally launched.
Highlights:
These pointers concede to bridge alternative existing biological datasets/data
centres with the IBDC, which is able to be known as Bio-Grid. This Bio-Grid is a
National Repository for biological data, data and knowledge.
Also, Bio-Grid is liable for sanctioning its exchange, developing measures for
safety, standards and quality for knowledge sets and establishing elaborated
modalities for accessing data.
These pointers are enforced through the Indian Biological knowledge Centre
(IBDC).
Currently, Asian country ranks variety four amongst the highest twenty countries
contributory biological databases.

Knowing About Solarpunk
Solarpunk is an associate degree movement that showcases, however, the longerterm may look if humanity gets success in finding major up to date challenges by
emphasising on property issues like temperature change and pollution.
Highlights:
Solarpunk describes a large number of media as well as fine arts, literature, design,
music, fashion, tattoos, and video games in an exceedingly manner the same as
adjacent movements like steampunk & cyberpunk and competent art movements
like Baroque, school & Impressionism.
The iconography of steampunkfocuses on renewable energies as well as solar and
alternative energy.
Solarpunk is very involved with technology however conjointly embraces low-tech
ways in which of living sustainably. as an example, gardening, positive scientific
discipline and DIY culture.
Ideology of Solarpunk:Solarpunk contains many aspects of punk ideologies like
doctrine, a philosophical system, anti-consumerism, anti-authoritarianism, anticorporatism, anti-war, anti-racism, anti-sexism, group action, animal rights etc. It
conjointly contains aspects of the free-culture movement, freedom of data and free
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computer code. Some of the samples of Solarpunk in speculative fiction include:
Solarpunk: Ecological and Fantastical Stories in an exceeding property World.
Sunvault: Stories of Solarpunk and Eco-Speculation.
Solarpunk name comes from the Nineteen Eighties phantasy genre cyberpunk. The
earliest concepts of Solarpunk date back to 2008 once a diary named Republic of
the Bees printed a post, From Steampunk to Solarpunk. The post started the
conceptualization of Solarpunk as an expressive style. Following the trend, the
primary solarpunk compendium known as Solarpunk: Histrias ecolgicas e fantsticas
em um mundo sustentvel was discharged in Brazil in 2012, that English version
was discharged in 2018.

Report on Leopards by Union Ministry
Union Ministry has discharged a brand new report titled- standing of Leopards, Copredators and Megaherbivores-2018. The report was discharged on July twentynine, 2021 World Tiger Day.
As per the report:
India's official leopard count has magnified sixty-three per cent from 2014-2018.
there have been twelve,852 leopards within the country in 2018 (7,910 in 2014).
The largest variety of leopards are calculable in Madhya Pradesh (3,421) followed
by state (1,783) and geographic area (1,690).
About Leopard:
Included in Appendix I of CITES.
IUCN Red List: Vulnerable
Nine taxonomic categories of the leopard are recognized, and that they are
distributed across Africa and Asia.

First Earthquake App in Uttarkhand
Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami has launched the first-of-its-kind
earthquake early warning application, named Uttarakhand Bhookamp Alert'.
Highlights:
The app has been developed through IIT Roorkee, in association with Uttarakhand
State Disaster Management Authority (USDMA).
Initially, this app was launched as a pilot venture solely by the Ministry of Earth
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Sciences, Government of India, for the Garhwal region of Uttarakhand. The
mission concept was addition extended by the Uttarakhand Government.
The Uttarakhand Bhookamp Alert is India's first earthquake early warning' app for
notifying human beings about earthquake alerts.
Earthquake Early Warning (EEW) app can observe the onset of the earthquake and
issue warnings concerning an earthquake incidence in the neighbourhood and the
expected time of arrival and intensity at the area to forestall any loss of life.

Usage of NavIC System Increased Sectors
Union Minister stated the utilisation of the Indian Regional Navigation Satellite
System (NavIC system) has improved in sectors like transportation and personal
mobility.
Highlights:
NavIC system is an Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System or IRNSS. It was
developed in India by Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and its industrial
wing, ANTRIX.
It consists of eight satellites located at a distance of approximately 36,000 Km.
Currently, seven satellites are active. Three satellites are in Geostationary Orbit
(GEO). Five satellites are in inclined Geosynchronous Orbit (GSO)
The objective of the NavIC is to furnish navigation, timing, and dependable
positioning services in and around India.
The working of the NavIC is very comparable to the Global Positioning
System(GPS) applied by the United States.
The NavIC is certified by 3GPP (3rd Generation Partnership Project), accountable
for coordinating mobile telephony standards globally.

Earth Observation Satellite Soon be Launched by ISRO
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is ready to launch an Earth
Observation Satellite on 12th August.
Highlights:
The satellite is set to be launched from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre at
Sriharikota.
Satellite referred to as EOS-03 will be carried onboard the 14th flight of the GSLV
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celled GSLV-F10.
GSLV-F10 will be a satellite in the Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit.
EOS-03 will attain the remaining geostationary orbit using its onboard propulsion
system.
In this GSLV flight, a 4-metre diameter Ogive-shaped payload fairing will be
flown for the first time.
This will be the 14th flight of GSLV.

Importance of Covid Vaccine for Pregnant Women
A senior member of the National COVID-19 Task Force has thrown light over the
importance of the Covid-19 vaccine for pregnant women.
Highlights:
Though being pregnant and childbirth no longer enlarge the risk of obtaining
SARS-CoV-2 infection, they aggravate the clinical route of COVID-19 compared
with different women in the equal age group.
During the 2nd wave, It was once found that 22% of pregnant girls who tested nice
for COVID-19 had premature deliveries, and 48% had to bear a caesarean delivery.
The fee of admission to the ICU among pregnant females with COVID-19 used to
be also greater than those of non-pregnant women.
COVID-19 at some point of pregnancy can lead to preeclampsia or eclampsia,
which is an expansion in the blood stress of the mother, and the danger of
cardiopulmonary arrest increases, mainly if the contamination occurs during the
third trimester.
Since the vaccine notably reduces the severity and mortality due to COVID-19, the
government took the choice to provide vaccination to pregnant women.

E-Vehicles for Delivery - Swiggy
Food delivery platform Swiggy is launching electric-cycles (E-cycles) in affiliation
with the Hero Lectro Cargo (HLC) in Hyderabad. Under the pilot project, e-cycles
will be rolled out in August 2021 itself.
Highlights:
E-cycles from Hero Lectro Cargo (HLC) will be deployed for the remaining mile
meals delivery.
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Swiggy would deploy Hero Lectro WINN cargo e-cycles with which last-mile
shipping carrier issuer Fast Despatch Logistics and AS Groups (an association in
public bike-sharing space) are additionally associated.
The initiative used to be launched in line with Swiggy's commitment to the
growing adoption of electric automobiles in its transport fleet. This go will also
gain the riders by growing their earnings as these electric cycles will lower the
maintenance and automobile going for walks costs. This task will set a backdrop
for rising gas prices. Swiggy aims to cowl deliveries over 8 lakh kms every day
using electric motors (or e-cycles).
These e-cycles are inexpensive and enable the business enterprise to decrease their
carbon footprint. It would also reduce the fee of shipping per km for shipping
partners.
About Swiggy
Swiggy is India's greatest online meals ordering and shipping platform. It used to
be headquartered in 2014. It is based in Bangalore. This platform operates in over a
hundred Indian cities. Swiggy additionally multiplied into normal product
deliveries in early 2019 under the name Swiggy Stores. It also launched
instantaneous pickup/dropoff carrier Swiggy Go in September 2019. This provider
is used for various objects such as laundry & document or parcel deliveries to
commercial enterprise customers & retail customers. This platform is operated via
Bundl Technologies Private Limited.
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ENVIRONMENT
Tiger Reserves of India Receives (CA|TS) Tags
From India, 14 tiger saves have gotten the accreditation of the Worldwide
Protection Guaranteed Tiger Norms (CA|TS), on the event of Global Tiger Day on
July 29, 2021. The Public Tiger Preservation Authority (NTCA) perceived the
'BaghRakshaks' for their endeavors in ensuring Tigers and woodlands. The NTCA's
quarterly bulletin STRIPES was likewise delivered during the occasion.
The 14 tiger stores of India that have gotten esteemed worldwide accreditation
from CA|TS are:
Mudumalai and Anamalai Tiger Reserve, Tamil Nadu; Bandipur Tiger Reserve,
Karnataka; Parambikulam Tiger Reserve, Kerala; Sunderbans Tiger Reserve, West
Bengal; Dudhwa Tiger Reserve, Uttar Pradesh; Valmiki Tiger Reserve, Bihar;
Pench Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra; Satpura, Kanha and Panna Tiger Reserve,
Madhya Pradesh
Preservation Guaranteed | Tiger Norms (CA|TS) :
CA|TS has been settled upon as an accreditation instrument by the worldwide
alliance of Tiger Reach Nations (TRCs) and has been created by tiger and ensured
region specialists.
Formally dispatched in 2013, it sets least norms for successful administration of
target species and energizes the appraisal of these guidelines in significant
protection regions.
CA|TS is a bunch of standards that permits tiger locales to check if their
administration will prompt fruitful tiger preservation.
The Worldwide Tiger Discussion (GTF), a global NGO dealing with tiger
preservation, and World Natural life Asset India are the two carrying out
accomplices of the Public Tiger Protection Expert for Felines appraisal in India.

Pangolin Saved From Noida
A pangolin was saved by a group from Noida and given over to the forest office.
Highlights:
The pangolin, likewise called flaky insect-eating animal, is a stretched, defensive
layer plated insectivore well-evolved creature. It utilizes these scales as a protective
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layer to shield itself against hunters by moving into a ball when compromised.
Additionally, a pangolin's long paws assist it with burrowing the ground for
termites, which is its staple food.
Types of Pangolin: Seven types of pangolin are found across the world, of which,
two are found in India, to be specific Indian pangolin (Manis crassicaudata) and
Chinese pangolin (Manis pentadactyla). The Indian Pangolin is found all through
the country south of the Himalayas, barring the north-eastern district while the
Chinese Pangolin ranges through Assam and the eastern Himalayas. The Chinese
pangolin is recognized from other Asian pangolins by its practically helmeted
appearance, more limited in size than the Indian pangolin.
Habitat: It is versatile to a wide scope of living spaces including essential and
auxiliary tropical woods, limestone and bamboo timberlands, prairies and
horticultural fields.
Threats: Once known to be found in huge numbers, its populace is quickly
declining in its reach because of natural surroundings misfortune and widespread
poaching for its skin, scales, and meat. It is an exceptionally dead warm-blooded
creature; because of their immense interest for restorative purposes, pangolins are
pirated through streets and rails and shipped off China.
IUCN Status: Indian Pangolin - Endangered; Chinese Pangolin - Critically
endangered

New Frog Species in the Western Ghats
A frog species was found in the Western Ghats and named after previous DU ViceChancellor and plant geneticist Deepak Pental.
Highlights:
The new frog species named Minervarya Pentali has a place with the group of
Dicroglossidae. The family Dicroglossidae includes 202 types of semiaquatic frogs
disseminated by the tropical and subtropical districts of Africa and Asia, and Papua
New Guinea.
The family contains massive measures (e.g., short Hoplobatrachus) and bantam
species, with an absolute length around 30 mm (e.g., variety Nannophrys).
It was found from the Western Ghats biodiversity area of interest, stretching out
along the southwest shore of the Indian Peninsula.
This new species is endemic toward the southern Western Ghats. This species is
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likewise among the littlest known Minervarya (class) frogs.

World's Most Endangered Turtle - Swinhoe's softshell Turtle
In latest years, a lot of efforts have been put by conservationists to keep the world's
most endangered Turtle, Swinhoe's softshell Turtle, from the brink of extinction.
Highlights:
The animal is also recognised as the Hoan Kiem turtle or Yangtze massive
softshell turtle. In Vietnam, these animals have brilliant cultural importance as
people in Hanoi revere this creature as a residing god.
Scientific Name: Rafetus swinhoei
These turtles are grey with mild grey or yellow spots. Some researchers have
highlighted their importance to the seafloor biosystem, where they make
contributions by enriching soil nutrients and facilitating seed dispersion.
Habitat: The natural habitat for these turtles are wetlands and massive lakes. These
turtles are native to China and Vietnam.
IUCN Red List: Critically Endangered
Threats: They have been pushed to the brink using hunting for their meat and eggs,
as well as by destruction of their habitat.

Anaimalai Flying Frog - Critically Endangered
The scientific name of the Anaimalai flying frog is Racophorus
pseudomalabaricus.
Other names: false Malabar gliding frog and false Malabar tree frog.
It is a severely endangered frog species.
Endemic to the southern section of the Western Ghats, the number of these frogs
have declined unexpectedly due to the loss of habitat.
This frog species is known from at least two covered areas, Indira Gandhi National
Park and Parambikulam Tiger Reserve.

Many Assam Rhinos Killed in 5 years
Nearly 22 Rhinos have been killed in Assam by poachers since 2017. The
government of India had set up ten fast-track sessions courts over the years for
speedy trials of wildlife-related crimes.
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Highlights:
In Asia, There are 3 species of rhino which includes Greater one-horned, Javan and
Sumatran.
India is home to the most significant number of Greater One-Horned Rhinoceros in
the world.
Poaching for the horns and habitat loss are two significant threats for the rhinos.
The five rhino range nations are India, Nepal, Bhutan, Indonesia & Malaysia.
All these Nations have signed a declaration, The New Delhi Declaration on Asian
Rhinos 2019', to conserve and protect the species.
IUCN Status: Javan and Sumatran Rhino - Critically endangered; Greater onehorned rhino - vulnerable
In India, rhinos are extensively found in Kaziranga National Park, Pobitora
Wildlife Sanctuary (WLS), Orang National Park and Manas National Park,
Jaldapara National Park and Gorumara National Park, Dudhwa Tiger Reserve.
Conservation Efforts by India: The Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate
Change has begun a project to create DNA profiles of all rhinos in the country.
In India, National Rhino Conservation Strategy was launched in the year 2019 to
preserve the higher one-horned rhinoceros.
Indian Rhino Vision 2020 was launched in the year 2005 to achieve a wild
population of at least 3,000 increased one-horned rhinos spread over seven included
areas in the Indian nation of Assam by the year 2020.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Vaidehi Dongre Crowned as Miss India USA
Vaidehi Dongre, a 25-year-old young lady from Michigan, has been delegated Miss
India USA 2021 at the excellence event. Arshi Lalani from Georgia was
pronounced the primary next in line and North Carolina's Mira Kasari was
proclaimed the second place.
Highlights:
Dongre, who has studied worldwide examinations, won the 'Miss Capable' title in
the exhibition for giving an immaculate execution of Indian old style dance from
Kathak. Previous Miss World Diana Hayden was the central visitor and boss
appointed authority for the exhibition. There were 61 challengers from 30 states
taking part in three unique events Miss India USA, Mrs India USA and Miss
Youngster India USA. The victors of every one of the three classes get free passes
to make a trip to Mumbai, India to partake in overall exhibitions.

Anand Radhakrishnan Won Will Eisner Comic Award
Visual Artist (Graphic Artist) Anand Radhakrishnan has won the esteemed Will
Eisner Comic Industry Award, considered what could be compared to the funnies
world. The Eisner Grants are given out every year and the honor won by
Radhakrishnan "Best Painter/Mixed media Craftsman (inside workmanship)"
perceives the maker of a realistic novel's specialty and pictures.
Highlights:
Radhakrishnan imparts the honor to UK-based colourist John Pearson. They won
for their work on UK-based creator Slam V's 145-page realistic novel Blue In
Green, distributed in October 2020 by Picture Funnies.
About the honor:The Eisner Grants were established in 1988 by American
funnies editorial manager Dave Olbrich, because of the suspension of the famous
Kirby Grants for funnies in 1987. The Eisners are named out of appreciation for the
spearheading essayist and craftsman Will Eisner. The honors are declared every
year at the San Diego Comic-Con.

Asha Bhosle to get Maharashtra Bhushan
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The Maharashtra Bhushan Choice Board of trustees led by Boss Pastor Uddhav
Thackeray has collectively chosen unbelievable playback vocalist Asha Bhosle for
the lofty honor.
Highlights:
Asha is a very popular playback singer. She is known for her singing in many
Hindi films, in spite of the fact that she has a more extensive collection. Bhosle's
vocation began in 1943 and has traversed more than seventy years. Asha has done
playback singing for more than 1k films.
She was recognized by the Guinness Book of World Records as the most recorded
singer in music history. The Public authority of India regarded her with the
Dadasaheb Phalke Grant in 2000 and the Padma Vibhushan in 2008. Bhosle is the
sister of playback artist Lata Mangeshkar and has a place with the unmistakable
Mangeshkar family.

Lokmanya Tilak Award to Cyrus Poonawalla
Dr Cyrus Poonawalla, Chairman of the Pune-based vaccine maker Serum Institute
of India (SII), has been chosen for the prestigious Lokmanya Tilak National Award
for 2021.
Highlights:
He has been named for his work at some point in the COVID-19 pandemic by
manufacturing the Covishield vaccine. He will get hold of the award on August
thirteen. The award contains a money prize of Rs one lakh and a memento.
About the award: The Lokmanya Tilak countrywide award is given yearly
considering 1983 on August 1, the death anniversary of Lokmanya Tilak, with the
aid of the Lokmanya Tilak Trust. However, this year the date has been modified
due to the coronavirus situation.

Four SKOCH Awards for West Bengal
The government of West Bengal has obtained 4 SKOCH awards for its schemes
under the Ease of Doing Business initiative.
Highlights:
The State scheme 'Silpasathi'-the online single window portal won the platinum
award, whilst the Auto-Renewal of Certificate of Enlistment through the online
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device for urban areas has received the gold medal.
Online issuance of trade licences in rural areas and the E-Nathikaran: the online
system for registration, education and submission of deeds have won two silver
awards. The state authorities will make sure that the ease of doing enterprise in
West Bengal continues to be one of the principal in the country.
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SPORTS
National Women Online Chess Title for Vantika
Vantika Agarwal has won the National Women Online Chess title for this year.
Highlights:
Vantika scored 9.5 focuses from 11 rounds. Arpita Mukherjee of West Bengal
secured the subsequent spot and Tamil Nadu's Sreeja Seshadri secured the third
spot. Without over-the-board occasions because of the continuous pandemic, the
All India Chess Federation has chosen to think about the presentation of this online
occasion for the choice of players for the Asian individual title and different
occasions.

Bronze Medal For India - PV Sindhu in Tokyo Olympics
Ace Indian court game player PV Sindhu defeated China's He Bingjiao to win the
medal within the women's singles event at the capital of Japan Olympic Games on
August 01, 2021.
Highlights:
Sindhu scripted history with this win by turning into the primary Indian girl and the
solely second Indian jock to win 2 Olympic medals in individual events. Earlier,
she won the silver in the women's singles court game at the Rio de Janeiro Olympic
Games in 2016. this can be India's second laurel wreath at the capital of Japan
Olympic Games 2020.

Indian Hockey Team to Enter Olympics Semi-Finals
Indian women's hockey group has created history by qualifying for the Olympic
Games semi-finals for the first time. On August 2, India performed against threetime champions Australia and made it to the semi-finals by beating Australia by a
solitary goal.
Highlights:
Earlier, the Indian men's hockey crew also entered the Olympic semi-finals after
49-years. During the women's match, Drag-flicker Gurjit Kaur rose to the occasion
when it mattered and transformed India's only penalty nook in the 22nd minute to
shock Australians.
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Indian Women Team is led by Rani Rampal, which will now play Argentina in the
semi-final on August 4.
India's high-quality performance in the Olympics dates back to the 1980 Moscow
Games, where the Indian group finished fourth out of six teams. In that version of
the Games, women's hockey made its debut in the Olympics. The sport was
performed in a round-robin format in which the top two teams qualified for the
final.
Women's subject hockey tournament at 2020 Summer Olympics is the eleventh
version of field hockey tournament for women at the Games. The hockey
tournament will be held from July 24 to August 6, 2021. All hockey games will be
performed at Oi Hockey Stadium in Tokyo, Japan. The game was firstly scheduled
to be held from July 25 to August 7, 2020. But the Olympics were postponed to
2021 due to the fact of COVID-19 pandemic. This year, games are being performed
behind closed doors.

First Indian Women to Win Two Olympic Medals
PV Sindhu, a 26-year-old badminton player, has turned out to be the first Indian
woman to win two Olympic medals after defeating 'He Bingjiao' of China.
Highlights:
Sindhu defeated 'He Bingjiao' via 21-13, 21-15 in the women's singles bronze
medal match at Tokyo Olympics 2020.
She is the 1st Indian girl to win Olympic silver and the first Indian girl to finish on
the podium two instances at the Olympics.
At the Rio Olympics, Sindhu had won women's singles badminton silver in her
Olympics debut.
She has grown to be 2nd Indian athlete to win 2 Olympic medals in man or woman
events following Sushil Kumar.
Sushil Kumar had won wrestling bronze in 2008 in Beijing and went one step
further to gain Silver at the London Games, in which India achieved its best-ever
tally of 6 medals.
Sindhu has ended up the 4th athlete to win multiple medals in women's singles
badminton class at Olympic Games.
She has joined South Korea's Bang Soo-Hyun, who won silver at Barcelona Games
in 1992 and also a gold medal in the women's singles badminton at the Atlanta
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Games 1996.
Apart from them, China's Zhang Ning had won the gold medal at the 2004 Athens
Games and defended it in Beijing.
Indonesia's Susi Susanti won the 1992 Gold medal and gained bronze at the 1996
Athens Games.
Sindhu is an Indian badminton player who got to the limelight at the international
level after winning the Asian Championships bronze medal in 2014. In the same
year, she additionally won bronze medals at Commonwealth Games and Asian
Games. She additionally won her first of 5 World Championship medals in 2014
itself.

Olympic Contingent as Special Guest - 15th August
Prime Minister Narendra Modi can invite India's Olympic contingent as special
guests at the Red Fort on the holy day of obligation once he is delivering his eighth
Independence Day speech. Modi will invite a contingent to his residence for
interaction. This year, the India has been described by a 228-strong contingent, that
embrace a hundred and twenty athletes at the Yedo Olympics.
India's Olympic contingent:India sent an oversized contingent for the last 3
editions of the Summer Olympics. Yedo Olympics 2021 is observant a
228-member robust contingent from Asian country United Nations agency ar taking
part in eighteen sporting events. India's Olympic contingent for Yedo 2020 contains
127 participants from eighteen sports. 2 alternate players, as well as one reserve
goalie in men's and women's hockey squads, have conjointly been sent.
India in Past Olympics:117 Indian athletes, as well as sixty-three men and fiftyfour ladies, participated in the 2016 urban centre Olympics across fifteen sports.
Indian roll featured 3 Olympic medallists from London, as well as court game
player Saina Nehwal, rifle shooter Gagan Narang and race fighter & four-time
Olympian Yogeshwar Dutt. whereas within the 2012 Summer Olympics in London,
eighty-three athletes, as well as sixty men and twenty-three ladies, competed in
thirteen sports. In the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing, Asian country was
described by fifty-seven athletes in twelve sports.
Summer Olympic Games:
Summer Olympic Games are a major international multi-sport event that is control
once every four years. initial Games were controlled in 1896 in Athens, Greece.
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Games are unionised by International Olympic Committee (IOC). IOC conjointly
oversees the host city's preparations. In the Olympic events, the tradition of grant
gold medals for an initial place, silver medals for second place & bronze medals for
third place started in 1904.

Theme Song for Indian Paralympic
Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports, Anurag Singh Thakur launched the
theme song for the Indian Paralympic contingent in the Indian capital. The song is
titled Kar First State Kamaal Tu. The musician and singer of the song are Sanjeev
Singh, a Divyang cricket player from Lucknow. Fifty-four para-sportspersons
across nine sports disciplines are taking part in Paralympic Games in Yedo, starting
August twenty-four, 2021.

Lovlina Claims Bronze Medal in Tokyo Olympics
Indian Boxer Lovlina Borgohain has failed to attain the gold medal remaining
match. She settles for a bronze medal.
Key Points:
This is India's third medal of the ongoing Tokyo Olympics. She lost to Busenaz
Surmeneli of Turkey by unanimous selection in the women's welterweight (69 kg)
semifinal at Tokyo 2020. Lovlina had already assured India of their first boxing
medal at the ongoing Olympic Games when she upstaged former world champion,
Nien-Chin Chen of Taiwan, to enter the semis.

Bronze Medal for the Indian Hockey Team
Indian men's hockey team defeated Germany to win their first-ever Olympic medal
in forty-one years.
Key Points:
India wins the bronze medal in men's hockey after beating Germany 5-4 at Tokyo
Olympics. Before this podium ended for bronze, India closing climbed up the
Olympic podium in 1980, gaining its 8th gold at the Games. Simranjeet Singh
scored two desires for India at the Oi Hockey Stadium, alongside Hardik Singh,
Harmanpreet Singh and Rupinder Pal Singh, including their names on the
scoresheet.
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Second Silver Medal in Tokyo Olympics
Indian wrestler Ravi Kumar Dahiya bagged the silver medal after losing in the
remaining men's 57kg freestyle class to the Russian Olympic Committee's (ROC)
Zavur Uguev.
Key Points:
This is India's fifth medal at the Tokyo Olympics and the 2nd silver of the
campaign. Ravi Kumar is the fifth Indian wrestler after KD Jadhav, Sushil Kumar,
Yogeshwar Dutt, and Sakshi Malik to finish on the Olympic podium.
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SCHEMES
Funds for Janani Suraksha Yojana
under National Health Mission (NHM), the Allocation of funds for Janani Suraksha
Yojana (JSY) is done as a part of the RCH Flexible Pool.
Highlights:
Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) is a secure motherhood intervention under the
National Rural Health Mission (NHM).
It is being carried out with the goal of reducing maternal and child mortality by
promoting institutional delivery among pregnant women.
Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) was launched in April 2005 to enhance the National
Maternity Benefit Scheme (NMBS).
Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) is a centrally sponsored scheme, which integrates
money assistance with post-delivery care.
The scheme focuses on the terrible pregnant females with a special dispensation
for states that have low institutional delivery rates.
The scheme also gives performance-based incentives to women health volunteers
acknowledged as ASHA (Accredited Social Health Activist) to promote
institutional delivery among pregnant women.

Pani Maah Launched in Ladakh
Pani Maah Campaign was launched in Ladakh to create awareness about clean
water.
Highlights:
Pani Maah, or water month, has been launched in Ladakh to inform villagers about
the significance of clean water.
The Ladakh authorities have also introduced a reward of Rs 2.5 million for the first
block in every district that achieves the fame of Har Ghar Jal'.
The Pani Maah campaign will run at block and panchayat tiers in two phases.
The campaign will adopt a three-pronged strategy focussing on quality testing,
planning and strategising water supply, and seamless functioning of Pani Sabha in
villages.
The Pani Maah campaign is anticipated to expedite the implementation of the Jal
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Jeevan Mission in the union territory.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Noopur Chaturvedi as CEO of Bharat Bill Payment
Bharat Bill Payment System has delegated previous PayU and Airtel Installments
Bank leader Noopur Chaturvedi as its new CEO.
Highlights:
Chaturvedi, preceding this arrangement, was the nation head for little and medium
organizations at PayU. In a vocation spreading over almost twenty years, she has
worked with Airtel Installments Bank, Samsung, ING Vysya Bank and Citibank in
different senior jobs.
Bharat BillPay is an interoperable and coordinated bill payment system for online
just as specialist based settlement of repeating bills. On April 1 this year, NPCI
moved all its BBPS orders to a recently set up auxiliary called the NPCI Bharat
BillPay Restricted (NBBL), adequately hiving off its robotized charging business.
Established in 2013.

First Female Director of ZSI in 100 Years
The Indian authorities approved the appointment of Dr Dhriti Banerjee as the
director of the Zoological Survey of India. She is a prolific scientist conducting
research in zoogeography, taxonomy, morphology and molecular systematics.
Highlights:
On the occasion of its centenary celebrations of ZSI in the year 2016, Banerjee had
co-authored the The Glorious one hundred Women's Scientific Contribution in ZSI,
which chronicled the contributions of women scientists in the domain of animalrelated groups.
Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) was founded in July 1916. The ZSI has its
headquarters in Kolkata. It has 16 regional centres below the ministry of
environment and forest, and climate change. ZSI started hiring women scientists as
late as 1949.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Day of Friendship - 30th July
Worldwide Day of Friendship is noticed internationally on 30th July. This day is
praised to check the significance of companions and fellowship throughout
everyday life.
History of International Day of Friendship:
The day likewise advocates the job that companionship plays in advancing
harmony in a few societies across the world.
In 2011, the United Nations General Assembly declared the International
Friendship Day as a means to manufacture a solid obligation of the fellowship of
individuals of different nations regardless of race, shading, sex, religion, and so on.
The International Day of Friendship is a drive that follows the proposition made by
UNESCO characterizing the Culture of Peace as a bunch of qualities, mentalities
and practices that reject brutality and try to forestall clashes by addressing their
underlying drivers with the end goal of tackling issues. It was then embraced by the
UN General Assembly in 1997.

World Ranger Day - 31st July
World Ranger Day is designated each and every year on 31st July to honor the
Rangers killed or harmed while on the job and to commend the work that Rangers
do to secure the world's normal and social legacy.
Highlights:
World Ranger Day offers an opportunity to help their indispensable work, which
goes from ecological crusading to schooling. The Ranger day is additionally a
chance to honor officers who have lost their lives in the line of obligation. A
Ranger is an individual entrusted with safeguarding and securing parklands and
regular ensured regions. A Ranger normally alludes to a backwoods officer or a
recreation center officer. It was on this day that International Ranger Federation
(IRF) was established in 1992. This day was made by the International Ranger
Federation and was first held in 2007.

World Breastfeeding Week - 1st Week of August
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The World Breastfeeding Week (WBW) is marked once a year within the initial
week of August, between one to seven August, to lift awareness on the importance
of breastfeeding for mothers and infants.
Highlights:
The theme of the planet Breastfeeding Week 2021 is "Protect Breastfeeding: A
Shared Responsibility". The annual week is organized by WABA, the UN agency
and United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund since 1991.
Breastfeeding provides each kid with the most effective potential to begin in life. It
delivers health, biological process and emotional advantages to each youngster and
mother. And it forms a part of a property food system. However, whereas
breastfeeding could be an action, it's not continually simple. Mothers would like
support each to urge started and to sustain breastfeeding.

Muslim Women Rights Day - 1st August
In India, "Muslim Women's Rights Day" is well known across the state on August
01 to celebrate the law enacted against Triple Talaq, the primary Muslim Women's
Rights Day was determined in 2020.
Highlights:
The govt. of the Asian nations enacted the law against Triple Talaq on August 01,
2019, to create the social malpractice of Triple Talaq as a criminal offence. The law
is formally referred to as the Muslim girls (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Act,
2019. It prohibits the follow of instant divorce by Muslim men, and any violation of
the law is punishable by 3 years of jail.

Hiroshima Day - 6th August
Each and every year 6th of August marks the anniversary of the atomic bombing in
Hiroshima at some stage in World War II.
Highlights:
The horrific incident took place on 6th August 1945, when the United States
dropped an atomic bomb named "Little Boy" on Hiroshima in Japan. This bomb
attack was achieved with the motive to give up the Second World War in 1945.
This day is remembered to promote peace and recognise the chance of nuclear
strength and nuclear weapons.
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During the 2nd World War, which was energetic in 1939- 1945, the world's first
deployed atomic bomb with more than 9000 kilos uranium-235 was loaded. US
B-29 bomber aircraft, the Enola Gay, attacked the Japanese metropolis of
Hiroshima on sixth August 1945. The explosion was so large that it right away
killed 70,000 humans, wiping 90% of the city and later on, around 10,000 human
beings died due to the effect of radiation exposure.

Foundation Day of TRIFED - 6th August
Tribal Cooperative Marketing Federation of India (TRIFED) has celebrated its
thirty-fourth foundation day on sixth August. TRIFED was situated to force tribal
development through an advertising guide for tribal products, both handicrafts and
Non-Timber Forest Produce (NTFP).
Highlights:
TRIFED will celebrate this day differently, with due publicity, to increase
cognisance among one and all concerning the issues associated with a change in
tribal areas. They want to make sure a truthful deal for the tribes in the commerce
of their products.
The proposed event shall additionally understand the achievements and
contributions that the tribes and human beings working for them.
TRIFED was set up on the sixth of August 1987 as a National level Cooperative
body with the most important goal of socio-economic development of tribals.
TRIFED will be celebrating its thirty-fourth Foundation Day on August 6, a
tournament to understand TRIFEDs achievements and the contribution of Tribes
and humans working with it.
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BOOKS & AUTHORS
Leopard Dairies-The Rossette in India - A Book on Leopards
Wildlife Biologist Sanjay Gubbi authored an ebook about Leopard titled Leopard
Diaries the Rosette in India'. The book is all about the meals habits, ecological
context, and conservation of Leopard, along with the recommendations to
overcome leopardhuman conflict.
Highlights:
The ebook additionally small print Sanjay Gubbi's sensible engagement as a
struggle manager, adviser to the government of States, and leopard PR (Public
Relations) person. The book was posted with the aid of Westland.
Leopard is one of the 5 extant species in the genus Panthera (Cat family) As per
the government's report, Madhya Pradesh has the perfect quantity of leopards,
about 26 per cent of the complete wide variety estimated in the country.
Sanjay Gubbi is a flora and fauna biologist, Scientist (Western Ghats) working on
conserving massive carnivores like tigers and leopards. He was awarded Whitley
Award (popularly recognized as the Green Oscars) (2017) and the Co-Existence
Award (2019) amongst quite a few others for his work.

A New Book by Captain Ramesh Babu
Ramesh Babu has authored a book titled My Mazagon. The book published by
Indus Source Books aspects the history & story of Mazagon, the island which was
merged into a one entity as Bombay.
Highlights:
The Book will be at the same time released through Vice Admiral R. Hari Kumar,
Flag Officer Commanding in Chief, Western Naval Command, Vice Admiral
Narayan Prasad (Retd.), CMD Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited.
The Book rediscovers the forgotten records of Mazagon and resurrects the
identification of Maza Gaon, or My Village'. Captain Ramesh Babu retired from
Mumbai after serving the Indian Navy at Mazagon Dock. Other books authored by
way of Capt. Babu: After You Sir: A Collection of School Stories and Calicut
Heritage Trails.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
MoU Between Indian Bank and IIT-Bombay
Indian Bank has gone into a Memorandum of Understanding with the Society for
Innovation and Entrepreneurship (SINE) a drive of the Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay for stretching out restrictive credit offices to new businesses
and MSMEs.
Highlights:
The Bank will stretch out advances of up to 50 crore rupees to these new
companies for their functioning capital necessities or acquisition of apparatus and
gear.
As the name goes, this drive, which is commonly advantageous for both Bank and
IIT, Bombay, will be the springboard for new businesses to understand their
desires.
SINE, IIT, Bombay is the precursor in setting up joint R&D with businesses and
supporting beginning up hatching.
SINE, IIT, Bombay offers help to the MSME area by giving joint innovative work
plans and specialized and monetary help for brooding and speed increase of top of
the line innovation items.

India Signs MoU with World Bank for $250 Million Project
The World Bank has authorized a USD 250 million project in India for long-term
dam safety software and improving the safety and performance of existing dams
across quite a number of states of India.
Highlights:
The 2nd Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP-2) agreement was
inked on between the World Bank, the Indian Government, the Central Water
Commission, and government representatives from 10 collaborating states. The
assignment will be applied at the countrywide stage through the Central Water
Commission (CWC).
At the national level, about a hundred and twenty dams will be undertaken
throughout Chhattisgarh, Kerala, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Odisha, Rajasthan, and Tamil Nadu. Other states or businesses may
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additionally be added to the mission at some point of task implementation.
Other important measures that DRIP-2 will aid include flood forecasting systems
and integrated reservoir operations that will contribute to constructing climate
resilience; the practice and implementation of Emergency Action Plans to allow
inclined downstream communities to prepare for and decorate resilience towards
the feasible terrible influences and risks of climate change; & the piloting of
supplemental revenue era schemes such as floating solar panels.

MoU between IIST and Delft University of Netherlands
The Cabinet approved MoU between the Indian Institute of Space Science and
Technology (IIST) and Delft University of Technology (TU Delft), The
Netherlands.
Highlights:
The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) paves the way for academic
programmes and research involving students and college individuals of each
institution.
There are provisions for scholar alternate programmes, dual/double degree
programmes, internships and task work, school alternate and joint research
collaborations.
TU Delft University is one of the oldest and biggest Dutch public technological
universities.
The Indian Institute of Space Science and Technology is a self-sufficient institute
under the GOI Department of Space.
The institute imparts training at the undergraduate, graduate, doctoral and postdoctoral levels on areas with the unique focal points to area sciences, space
technological know-how and area applications. It was hooked up in 2007 and is
located in Thiruvananthapuram.

MoU Signed between India and Bangladesh for Disaster Management
India has emphasised implementing the recently-signed memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with Bangladesh over disaster management, resilience and
mitigation on a precedence basis.
Highlights:
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Bangladesh has been given the invitation to join the Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI). Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure is a
coalition of national governments, UN agencies, multilateral development banks
and the private sector which aims to promote resilience of new and present
infrastructure to climate and disaster risks.
Bangladesh was advised to put in force the lately concluded MoU in disaster
management, resilience and mitigation on a precedence basis. The hope that these
mechanisms will assist the two nations to stay higher organised to face such
challenges in the future.
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INDEX / LIST
Increase in the Global Hunger Index score
India's composite Global Hunger Index score has been improved from 38.9 to 27.2
in the year 2020. India was ranked at 94th place among 107 countries in Global
Hunger Index.
Highlights:
The Global Hunger Index goals to track starvation at the world, regional and
Indian levels. It is an annual record (peer-reviewed) published with the aid of
Concern Worldwide of Ireland and Welthungerhilfe (a German non-profit
organization).
Global Hunger Index ranks international locations on a 100 point scale, with zero
representing zero/no hunger. The GHI scores are based on 4 indicators. They are
Undernourishment, Child Stunting, Child Wasting, Child Mortality
Global Hunger Index is Jointly posted through Concern Worldwide and
Welthungerhilfe. It was first produced in 2006. It is posted each and every October.
The 2020 version marks the 15th edition of the GHI.

Mumbai and Bangalore Loss Top 100 in QS Ranking
Mumbai and Bangalore are out of the global top-100 listing and are presently rating
at 106 and 110, respectively, in today's QS Best Student Cities Ranking edition.
While Mumbai misplaced 29 places, Bengaluru fell with the aid of 21 sites in the
ninth edition of the rankings added out by way of global more excellent schooling
analysts QS Quacquarelli Symonds.
Highlights:
Globally, the results, which allow students to evaluate one hundred fifteen premier
instructional destinations, see London retain its reputation as the world's
exceptional pupil town for the 0.33 consecutive edition. It is accompanied by
Munich, which rises from Fourth to Second. Seoul, which jumps from Tenth to
joint Third, shares the bronze-medal position with Olympic hosts Tokyo.
QS ranks cities with people of at least 250,000 and at least two universities in the
QS World University Rankings.
The ranking presents an effective lens into the sentiments of each prospective and
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former student, with over 95,000 survey responses contributing to the desirability
(prospective students) and student view (former students) indexes.
QS covers metrics like college rankings, pupil mix, desirability, enterprise activity,
and affordability.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When was International Day of Friendship observed?
A.30 July
B.31 July
C.1 August
D.2 August

Answer A
Explanation Worldwide Day of Friendship is noticed internationally on 30th July. This day is
praised to check the significance of companions and fellowship throughout everyday life.

2) When was World Ranger Day observed?
A.30 July
B.31 July
C.1 August
D.2 August

Answer B
Explanation World Ranger Day is designated each and every year on 31st July to honor the
Rangers killed or harmed while on the job and to commend the work that Rangers do to secure
the world's normal and social legacy.

3) Which of the following launched Pink Protection Project?
A.Kerala
B.Karnataka
C.Andhra Pradesh
D.Tamil Nadu

Answer A
Explanation The Kerala Police dispatched another drive called the Pink Protection project for the
assurance of ladies openly, private and advanced spaces. The Pink Protection project intends to
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forestall settlement related issues, digital tormenting and embarrassment out in the open spots.

4) When was Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act passed?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
D.2018

Answer A
Explanation Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 has been passed by
Parliament of India amidst intense controversy, debate and protest on many of its provisions by
Child Rights fraternity.

5) Global Tiger Day is observed on _____________.
A.July 28
B.July 29
C.August 1
D.August 2

Answer B
Explanation From India, 14 tiger saves have gotten the accreditation of the Worldwide
Protection Guaranteed Tiger Norms (CA|TS), on the event of Global Tiger Day on July 29, 2021.
The Public Tiger Preservation Authority (NTCA) perceived the 'BaghRakshaks' for their
endeavors in ensuring Tigers and woodlands. The NTCA's quarterly bulletin STRIPES was
likewise delivered during the occasion.

6) Where is Mudumalai and Anamalai Tiger Reserve?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Kerala
C.Karnataka
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation Aanaimalai Tiger Reserve, earlier known as Indira Gandhi Wildlife Sanctuary and
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National Park and previously as Aanaimalai Wildlife Sanctuary, is a protected area located in the
Anaimalai Hills of Pollachi and Valparai taluks of Coimbatore District and Udumalaipettai taluk
in Tiruppur District, Tamil Nadu, India.

7) Where is Bandipur Tiger Reserve?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Kerala
C.Karnataka
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer C
Explanation Bandipur National Park, an 874-sq.-km forested reserve in the southern Indian state
of Karnataka, is known for its small population of tigers. Once the private hunting ground of the
Maharajas of Mysore, the park also harbors Indian elephants, spotted deer, gaurs (bison),
antelopes and numerous other native species. The 14th-century Himavad Gopalaswamy Temple
offers views from the park's highest peak.

8) Where is Parambikulam Tiger Reserve?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Kerala
C.Karnataka
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation Parambikulam Tiger Reserve, which also includes the erstwhile Parambikulam
Wildlife Sanctuary, is a 391 square kilometres protected area in Kollengode Block, Chittur taluk
in Palakkad district of Kerala state, South India. The wildlife sanctuary, which had an area of 285
square kilometres was established in 1973.

9) Where is Sunderbans Tiger Reserve?
A.West Bengal
B.Kerala
C.Karnataka
D.Andhra Pradesh
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Answer A
Explanation Sundarbans National Park is a large coastal mangrove forest, shared by India and
Bangladesh. The area is home to the Royal Bengal tiger, plus other endangered species such as
the estuarine crocodile and Ganges River dolphin.

10) Where is Sunderbans Tiger Reserve?
A.West Bengal
B.Kerala
C.Karnataka
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation Sundarbans National Park is a large coastal mangrove forest, shared by India and
Bangladesh. The area is home to the Royal Bengal tiger, plus other endangered species such as
the estuarine crocodile and Ganges River dolphin.

11) Where is Dudhwa Tiger Reserve?
A.West Bengal
B.Kerala
C.Uttar Pradesh
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer C
Explanation The Dudhwa Tiger Reserve is a protected area in Uttar Pradesh that stretches
mainly across the Lakhimpur Kheri and Bahraich districts and comprises the Dudhwa National
Park, Kishanpur Wildlife Sanctuary and Katarniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary.

12) Where is Valmiki Tiger Reserve?
A.West Bengal
B.Bihar
C.Uttar Pradesh
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer B
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Explanation Valmiki National Park is a Tiger Reserve in the West Champaran District of Bihar,
India. It is the only national park in Bihar. Valmiki Tiger Reserve covers 898.45 km, which is
17.4% of the total geographical area of the district. As of 2018, there were 40 tigers in the
Reserve.

13) Where is Pench Tiger Reserve?
A.West Bengal
B.Bihar
C.Maharashtra
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer C
Explanation Pench Tiger Reserve or Pench National Park is one of the premier tiger reserves of
India and the first one to straddle across Maharashtra. The reference to Pench is mostly to the
tiger reserve in Madhya Pradesh.

14) Where is Satpura Tiger Reserve?
A.West Bengal
B.Bihar
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer C
Explanation Satpura Tiger Reserve also known as Satpura National Park is located in the
Hoshangabad District of Madhya Pradesh in India. Its name is derived from the Satpura range. It
covers an area of 524 km.

15) Where is Kanha Tiger Reserve?
A.West Bengal
B.Bihar
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer C
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Explanation Kanha Tiger Reserve, also called Kanha National Park, is one of the tiger reserves
of India and the largest national park of Madhya Pradesh, state in the heart of India. The presentday Kanha area was divided into two sanctuaries, Hallon and Banjar, of 250 and 300 km2
respectively.

16) Where is Panna Tiger Reserve?
A.West Bengal
B.Bihar
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer C
Explanation Panna National Park is a national park located in Panna and Chhatarpur districts of
Madhya Pradesh in India. It has an area of 542.67 km.

17) Where is Paseo del Prado avenue located?
A.Spain
B.France
C.Italy
D.Portugal

Answer A
Explanation The Paseo del Prado is one of the main boulevards in Madrid, Spain. It runs
northsouth between the Plaza de Cibeles and the Plaza del Emperador Carlos V, with the Plaza de
Cnovas del Castillo lying approximately in the middle. The Paseo del Prado forms the southern
end of the city's central axis.

18) When was Will Eisner Comic Award established?
A.1998
B.1999
C.2000
D.2001

Answer A
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Explanation The Eisner Award were established in 1988 by American funnies editorial manager
Dave Olbrich, because of the suspension of the famous Kirby Grants for funnies in 1987. The
Eisners are named out of appreciation for the spearheading essayist and craftsman Will Eisner.
The honors are declared every year at the San Diego Comic-Con.

19) Where is Retiro Park of Madrid located?
A.Spain
B.France
C.Italy
D.Portugal

Answer A
Explanation The Buen Retiro Park, Retiro Park or simply El Retiro is one of the largest parks of
the city of Madrid, Spain. The park belonged to the Spanish Monarchy until the late 19th century,
when it became a public park. In 2021, Buen Retiro Park became part of a combined UNESCO
World Heritage Site with Paseo del Prado.

20) When was Bharat Bill Payment System founded?
A.2011
B.2013
C.2015
D.2017

Answer B
Explanation Bharat Bill Payment System is an integrated bill payment system in India offering
interoperable and accessible bill payment service to customers through a network of agents of
registered member as Agent Institutions, enabling multiple payment modes, and providing instant
confirmation of payment.

21) When the World Breastfeeding Week starts?
A.Aug 01
B.Aug 02
C.Aug 04
D.Aug 03
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Answer A
Explanation The World Breastfeeding Week (WBW) is marked once a year within the initial
week of August, between one to seven August, to lift awareness on the importance of
breastfeeding for mothers and infants.

22) When was Muslim Women Rights Day observed?
A.Aug 01
B.Aug 02
C.Aug 04
D.Aug 03

Answer A
Explanation In India, "Muslim Women's Rights Day" is well known across the state on August
01 to celebrate the law enacted against Triple Talaq, the primary Muslim Women's Rights Day
was determined in 2020.

23) PV Sindhu got _____________ Medal in Tokyo Olympics.
A.Gold
B.Silver
C.Bronze
D.None

Answer C
Explanation Sindhu scripted history with this win by turning into the primary Indian girl and the
solely second Indian jock to win 2 Olympic medals in individual events. Earlier, she won the
silver in the women's singles court game at the Rio de Janeiro Olympic Games in 2016. this can
be India's second laurel wreath at the capital of Japan Olympic Games 2020.

24) The banking platform YONO is for ____________ users.
A.SBI
B.KVB
C.HDFC
D.ICICI
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Answer A
Explanation YONO is an integrated digital banking platform offered by State Bank of India to
enable users to access a variety of financial and other services such as flight, train, bus and taxi
bookings, online shopping, or medical bill payments. YONO is offered as a smartphone app for
both Android and iOS.

25) Where is the headquarters of HDFC Bank?
A.Mumbai
B.Pune
C.Kolkata
D.New Delhi

Answer A
Explanation HDFC Bank Limited is an Indian banking and financial services company,
headquartered in Mumbai, Maharashtra. HDFC Bank is India's largest private sector bank by
assets and by market capitalisation as of April 2021. It is the third largest company by market
capitalisation on the Indian stock exchanges.

26) When was HDFC Bank founded?
A.1994
B.1998
C.2000
D.2001

Answer A
Explanation HDFC Bank was incorporated in 1994 as a subsidiary of the Housing Development
Finance Corporation, with its registered office in Mumbai, Maharashtra, India. Its first corporate
office and a full-service branch at Sandoz House, Worli were inaugurated by the Union Finance
Minister, Manmohan Singh.

27) Where is the headquarters of LIC?
A.Mumbai
B.Pune
C.Kolkata
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D.Chennai

Answer A
Explanation Life Insurance Corporation of India is an Indian government owned insurance and
investment corporation. It is under the ownership of Ministry of Finance, Government of India.

28) When was LIC founded?
A.1956
B.1948
C.1952
D.1945

Answer A
Explanation LIC of India was created on 1st September 1956 when the government of India
passed the Life Insurance of India Act, nationalising the private insurance industry in India. The
company was established with the merger of over 245 insurance companies and provident
societies.

29) Where is the headquarters of SBI?
A.Mumbai
B.Pune
C.Kolkata
D.Chennai

Answer A
Explanation State Bank of India is an Indian multinational public sector bank and financial
services statutory body headquartered in Mumbai, Maharashtra. SBI is the 43rd largest bank in
the world and ranked 221st in the Fortune Global 500 list of the world's biggest corporations of
2020, being the only Indian bank on the list.

30) When was SBI founded?
A.1955
B.1956
C.1985
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D.1948

Answer A
Explanation State Bank of India was incorporated on 01 July 1955. The Government of India
nationalized the Imperial Bank of India in the year 1955 with the Reserve Bank of India taking a
60% stake and name was changed to State Bank of India. SBI is the largest state-owned banking
and financial services company in India.

31) When was NASA established?
A.1956
B.1957
C.1958
D.1959

Answer C
Explanation The National Aeronautics and Space Administration is an independent agency of
the U.S. federal government responsible for the civilian space program, as well as aeronautics and
space research. NASA was established in 1958, succeeding the National Advisory Committee for
Aeronautics.

32) When was Breastfeeding Week started?
A.1990
B.1995
C.1993
D.1994

Answer A
Explanation The history of breastfeeding week is dated back to 1990 when the World Health
Organization (WHO) and the United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) created a memorandum to promote and support breastfeeding.

33) When was Muslim Women Rights Day observed first?
A.2019
B.2018
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C.2020
D.2021

Answer A
Explanation Muslim Women Rights Day is observed on August 1. It was on this very day in
2019, the passage of the triple talaq bill in Parliament proved to be a great milestone as it brought
about a ray of hope, a promise to liberate Muslim women from the shackles of social evil that
came in the form of the divorce terms.

34) Where is ISRO is situated?
A.Bangalore
B.Chennai
C.Tuticorin
D.Mumbai

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Space Research Organisation or is the national space agency of India,
headquartered in Bengaluru. It operates under Department of Space which is directly overseen by
the Prime Minister of India, while Chairman of ISRO acts as executive of DOS as well.

35) Where is NASA is situated?
A.Chicago
B.San Francisco
C.Washington DC
D.New York

Answer C
Explanation The National Aeronautics and Space Administration is an independent agency of
the U.S. federal government responsible for the civilian space program, as well as aeronautics and
space research. NASA was established in 1958, succeeding the National Advisory Committee for
Aeronautics.

36) When was ISRO established?
A.1969
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B.1956
C.1985
D.1976

Answer A
Explanation Indian Space Research Organisation, formed in 1969, superseded the erstwhile
INCOSPAR. Vikram Sarabhai, having identified the role and importance of space technology in a
Nation's development, provided ISRO the necessary direction to function as an agent of
development.

37) Who is the first Indian woman to win an Olympic medal in badminton?
A.PV Sindhu
B.Saina Nehwal
C.Ashwini Ponappa
D.None

Answer A
Explanation Sindhu bags bronze, scripts history. P.V. Sindhu wrote her name into the history
books with a bronze at the Tokyo Olympics on Sunday. The badminton star became the first
Indian woman to win two Olympics medals, with her latest effort being a follow-up to the silver
at the previous Games in Rio de Janeiro in 2016.

38) When was Operation Blue Freedom launched?
A.2018
B.2019
C.2020
D.2021

Answer B
Explanation Operation Blue Freedom' was launched in 2019 by Team C.L.A.W - A team of
Special Forces veterans and humans shouldering disabilities, conquering the elements to realise
the meaning of the word Freedom.

39) When was Lokmanya Tilak Award established?
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A.1958
B.1983
C.1962
D.1996

Answer B
Explanation The award was first presented in the year 1983. Winners include former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, Dr. Manmohan Singh and Atal Bihari Vajpayee; Infosys founder NR
Narayana Murthy and former President Pranab Mukherjee.

40) When was the National Food Security Mission launched in India?
A.2007
B.2009
C.2011
D.2013

Answer A
Explanation National Food Security Mission (NFSM) is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme
launched in 2007 based on the recommendations of the agriculture sub- committee of National
Development Council (NDC).

41) When was Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana launched?
A.2005
B.2006
C.2007
D.2008

Answer C
Explanation Remunerative Approach for Agriculture and Allied sector Rejuvenation, previously
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana is a State Plan Scheme of Additional Central Assistance, was
launched in August 2007 as a part of the 11th Five Year Plan by the Government of India.

42) What is the rank of India in Global Hunger Index 2020?
A.94
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B.104
C.106
D.107

Answer A
Explanation India's composite Global Hunger Index score has been improved from 38.9 to 27.2
in the year 2020. India was ranked at 94th place among 107 countries in Global Hunger Index.
The Global Hunger Index goals to track starvation at the world, regional and Indian levels. It is an
annual record (peer-reviewed) published with the aid of Concern Worldwide of Ireland and
Welthungerhilfe (a German non-profit organization).

43) Which minister in India launched Kala Sanskriti Vikas Yojana?
A.Ministry of Culture
B.Ministry of Commerce
C.Ministry of Health
D.Ministry of Education

Answer A
Explanation Ministry of Culture (Performing Arts Bureau) implements many schemes under its
Kala Sanskriti Vikas Yojana (KSVY), where the grants are sanctioned/approved for holding
programs/activities which involve large audience.

44) When was Ministry of Road Transport and Highways formed?
A.1945
B.1942
C.1941
D.1940

Answer B
Explanation The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways is a ministry of the Government of
India, that is the apex body for formulation and administration of the rules, regulations and laws
relating to road transport, transport research and in also to increase the mobility and efficiency of
the road transport system in India.

45) When was Janani Suraksha Yojana launched?
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A.2005
B.2007
C.2009
D.2011

Answer A
Explanation The Yojana, launched on 12th April 2005, by then Prime Minister, is being
implemented in all states and UTs with special focus on low performing states. JSY is a 100 %
centrally sponsored scheme and it integrates cash assistance with delivery and post-delivery care.

46) When was National AIDS Control Programme launched?
A.1995
B.1992
C.1993
D.1994

Answer B
Explanation The NACP was launched in 1992. It is being implemented as a comprehensive
programme to prevent and manipulate HIV/AIDS in India. An external evaluation of the National
AIDS Control Programme (NACP) was conducted in 2020 on the advice of NITI Aayog, which
found that the programme has done a commendable job and performed very well.

47) Where was the first Earthquake App of India launched?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Uttarakhand
C.Karnataka
D.Kerala

Answer B
Explanation Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami has launched the first-of-its-kind
earthquake early warning application, named Uttarakhand Bhookamp Alert. The app has been
developed through IIT Roorkee, in association with Uttarakhand State Disaster Management
Authority (USDMA).
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48) When was Sanjay Gubbi awarded Whitley Award?
A.2015
B.2017
C.2019
D.2021

Answer B
Explanation Sanjay Gubbi is a flora and fauna biologist, Scientist (Western Ghats) working on
conserving massive carnivores like tigers and leopards. He was awarded Whitley Award
(popularly recognized as the Green Oscars) (2017) and the Co-Existence Award (2019) amongst
quite a few others for his work.

49) The book My Mazagon is about ____________.
A.Mumbai
B.Nagpur
C.Pune
D.Thane

Answer A
Explanation Ramesh Babu has authored a book titled My Mazagon. The book published by
Indus Source Books aspects the history & story of Mazagon, the island which was merged into
one entity as Bombay.

50) When was World Bank established?
A.1944
B.1956
C.1958
D.1960

Answer A
Explanation The World Bank is an international financial institution that provides loans and
grants to the governments of low- and middle-income countries for the purpose of pursuing
capital projects.
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51) Worlds biggest star sapphire cluster has been discovered in ____________.
A.India
B.Sri Lanka
C.China
D.Japan

Answer B
Explanation Worlds biggest star sapphire cluster has been discovered in Ratnapura, Srilanka.
The stone is pale blue. It was located by labourers while digging properly in a gem traders home.
Ratnapura is recognized as the gem capital of the country.

52) What was the official mascot of the Munich 1972 Olympic Games?
A.Schuss
B.Waldi
C.Fuwa
D.Amik

Answer B
Explanation Waldi was the first official mascot in the history of the Olympic Summer Games.
He is a dachshund, a very popular animal in Bavaria, famed for its endurance, tenacity and
agility.

53) For which event did Bob Mathias become the youngest Olympic gold
medalist?
A.Sailing
B.Field Hockey
C.Table Tennis
D.Decathlon

Answer D
Explanation Jim Thorpe, the great all-around American athlete, won the first decathlon, taking
the 1912 Olympic Games contest, and for many years it was mostly an American event. Bob
Mathias (U.S.) won his first decathlon at age 17 in 1948 and repeated it four years later. Another
two-time winner was Daley Thompson of England, victorious in 1980 and 1984.
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54) What city was the site of the 900-day siege during World War II?
A.Stalingrad
B.Leningrad
C.Berlin
D.London

Answer B
Explanation On September 8, 1941, German forces closed in around the Soviet city of
Leningrad, initiating a siege that would last nearly 900 days and claim the lives of 800,000
civilians.

55) When did China host the Olympic Games for the first time?
A.2002
B.2008
C.1912
D.1982

Answer B
Explanation In 2008 the Olympic Games were held in China for the first time. Indian wrestler
Ravi Kumar Dahiya bagged the silver medal after losing in the remaining men's 57kg freestyle
class to the Russian Olympic Committee's (ROC) Zavur Uguev.

56) Which spy worked for Nazi Germany while employed as valet to the
British ambassador to neutral Turkey?
A.John Andr
B.Joseph Stansbury
C.Cicero
D.Tokyo Rose

Answer C
Explanation Cicero, pseudonym of Elyesa Bazna, (born 1904, Pristina, Ottoman Empire [now in
Kosovo]died December 21, 1970, Munich, West Germany), one of the most famous spies of
World War II, who worked for Nazi Germany in 194344 while he was employed as valet to Sir
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Hughe Montgomery Knatchbull-Hugessen.

57) For which sport did Abhinav Bindra win the first individual gold medal
for India?
A.300-meter free rifle
B.10-meter air rifle
C.50-meter air rifle
D.600-meter air rifle

Answer B
Explanation Abhinav Bindra, India's only Olympic gold medalist in an individual competition,
said that the sports environment today is different from when he won the 10-meter air rifle
competition in Beijing.

58) Which U.S. president won the Navy and Marine Corps Medal for his
heroism during World War II?
A.John F. Kennedy
B.Ronald Reagan
C.Dwight Eisenhower
D.Jimmy Carter

Answer A
Explanation Kennedy receives medals. Lieutenant John F. Kennedy receives one of the Navy's
highest honor for gallantry for his heroic actions as a gunboat pilot during World War II on June
12, 1944.

59) When was INS Vikrant commissioned?
A.2011
B.2013
C.2015
D.2017

Answer B
Explanation INS Vikrant, also known as Indigenous Aircraft Carrier 1 (IAC-1),[14] is an aircraft
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carrier constructed by the Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL) for the Indian Navy. It is the first
aircraft carrier to be built in India. The name Vikrant (Sanskrit vikrnta, literally stepping beyond)
means courageous.

60) Where is Delft University of Technology located?
A.Netherlands
B.Germany
C.Greece
D.Italy

Answer A
Explanation Delft University of Technology, also known as TU Delft, is the oldest and largest
Dutch public technical university. TU Delft was a precursor of Open design concept. In
architecture, TU Delft is famous for Traditionalist School in Dutch architecture.

61) How many fast track special courts?
A.1023
B.386
C.256
D.1001

Answer A
Explanation The Union Cabinet has approved the continuation of 1,023 fast track special courts,
including 389 exclusive POCSO courts. This led to the establishment of the fast track special
courts. These are dedicated courts expected to ensure swift dispensation of justice. They have a
better clearance rate as compared to the regular courts and hold speedy trials.

62) When was Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System launched its first
launch?
A.2012
B.2013
C.2014
D.2015
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Answer B
Explanation The Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System, with an operational name of
NavIC, is an autonomous regional satellite navigation system that provides accurate real-time
positioning and timing services. It covers India and a region extending 1,500 km around it, with
plans for further extension.
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