.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(August 24 - August 30, 2020)

Table of Contents
1. BANKING & FINANCE

3

2. INTERNATIONAL

4

3. INDIAN AFFAIRS

5

4. BILLS & ACTS

14

5. DEFENCE

15

6. AWARDS AND HONOURS

17

7. SUMMITS & CONFERENCE

21

8. SCHEMES

23

9. IMPORTANT DAYS

24

10. AGREEMENTS MOU

27

11. INDEX / LIST

30

12. FESTIVALS

31

13. QUIZ CORNER

32

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(August 24 - August 30, 2020)

BANKING & FINANCE
NABARD launched Structured Finance and Partial Guarantee Programme
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has
unveiled a Structured Finance and Partial Guarantee Programme to NonBanking Finance Companies (NBFCs) and Microfinance Institutions (MFIs). It is a
dedicated debt and credit guarantee product. The programme aims to ensure the
undisturbed flow of credit in COVID-19-affected rural areas. To launch the
programme, NABARD has signed agreements with Vivriti Capital and Ujjivan
Small Finance Bank.
Structured Finance and Partial Guarantee Programme:
Under the Structured Finance and Partial Guarantee Programme, NABARD will
provide partial guarantee on pooled loans extended to small and mid-sized
Microfinance Institutions (MFIs).
It will help facilitate Rs.2,500 crore funding in the initial phase and is expected to
be scaled up in the future.
The program will cover over 1 million households across 28 states and 650
districts.
It is expected that the partially guaranteed loan facility will catalyze financing to
millions of households, agricultural, and business markets to sustain in the postCOVID-19 situation.
With NABARD as a guarantor and a convincing product construct in place, the
programme has attracted many banks and small finance banks to participate.
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INTERNATIONAL
WHO declared Africa free of Wild Polio
The Africa Regional Certification Commission, the independent body, has
declared Africa free from wild polio. The announcement was made by the African
Regional Certification Commission for Polio Eradication during a World Health
Organization (WHO) event.
Highlights:
The Africa Regional Certification Commission confirmed that all 47 countries in
the WHO's Africa region have eradicated Polio. The poliovirus, commonly, attacks
the nervous system and causes irreversible paralysis within hours.
Nigeria was the last African country to be declared free from wild polio. Nigeria
accounted for more than half of all global cases less than a decade ago.
In the thousands of children in Africa were paralyzed by the virus. The disease is
now only found in Afghanistan and Pakistan. There is no cure but the polio vaccine
protects children for life.
Polio:
Polio is a disease caused by Poliovirus. The virus affects the nervous system. Polio
is also is known as poliomyelitis. Polio is a viral disease caused by Poliovirus. It is
highly contagious. It is mainly spread by person-to-person contact. Children
younger than five years old contract the virus than any other age group of people.
Poliovirus spreads by means of food or water containing human feces and less
commonly from infected saliva.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Arunachal Pradesh to provide tap water to all rural homes by 2023 under
JJM
Arunachal Pradesh State Government has announced that it is to provide 100%
tap water connections to all the households in the State by 2023 under the Jal
Jeevan Mission. The move comes as Arunachal Pradesh is highly dependent on
Assam State. Despite having available water resources in the STate, it depended on
other states due to difficulties faced while implementing the JJM in the state.
Highlights:
The State Government aims to cover all villages/ habitations so as to potable water
reaches every rural household.
Under Jal Jeevan Mission, the State will provide clean, potable water to its citizens
in their houses. It aims to reduce the burden of women and girls in the State.
Jal Jeevan Mission:
JJM was announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 15th August 2019. Jal
Jeevan Mission is being implemented in partnership with States with the objective
to provide functional household tap connections to every rural household of the
country by 2024. The Mission aims to enable every rural household with the
availability of potable water at a service level of 55 litres per capita per day (lpcd)
on a regular and long-term basis. The mission aims to bring improvements in the
lives of people living in rural areas.

Nitin Gadkari laid foundation stone for 45 highway projects for Madhya
Pradesh
Union Road Transport, Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari inaugurated and laid the
foundation stones for 45 highway projects for Madhya Pradesh on 25 August.
Project Highlights:
The projects include a road length of 1,361 kilometers. The project involves a
construction value of Rs.11,427 crore.
The project is aimed to enhance better convenience, connectivity, and economic
growth in and around the state.
It will facilitate the movement of people and goods to and from neighbouring
states like Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, etc.
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The Ministry also announced Rs.700 crore from Central Road Fund (CRF) for
Madhya Pradesh to be utilized in the road sector.

Centre to identify illegal beneficiaries of PM-KISAN
Government of India is planning to identify the farmers who are illegally
receiving benefits of the PM-KISAN scheme by concealing facts that make them
ineligible. The illegal beneficiaries include serving and retired government
employees who are barred from getting benefits of the scheme. Under this move,
the Ministry of Agriculture will obtain the data of central and state government
employees from the Ministry of Finance. The data from the Finance Ministry must
match with the data with the PM-KISAN list of beneficiaries. The Ministry will
check if there are any income-tax payers among the beneficiaries of the PM-KISAN
scheme.
PM-KISAN Scheme:
Narendra Modi launched the Rs.75,000 crore PM KISAN scheme from
Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh on 24th February 2019. Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme was announced in Piyush Goyal's interim budget
2019-20 and is completely funded by the central government. Under the PMKISAN scheme, Rs.6,000 will be given to 12 crore farmers, who are eligible to
claim the benefits with less than 2 hectares of land, per year in three installments.
PM-KISAN scheme mainly targets small and marginal farmers The scheme
excludes income tax payees, professionals like lawyers, doctors, and chartered
accountants, retired and serving government employees (other than Group D),
public representatives like serving and former parliamentarians and other people
from higher economic status.

Niti Aayog panel recommended linking sugarcane prices to sugar rates
A Niti Aayog task force, headed by Niti Aayog Member (Agriculture) Ramesh
Chand, recommended the linking sugarcane prices to sugar rates. The move is to
keep the industry in sound financial health. The task force also suggested for a onetime increase in minimum sugar price to Rs.33 per kilo to help sugar mills cover
the cost of production.
Highlights:
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The report of the panel on the 'Sugarcane and Sugar Industry' was finalized in
March 2020.
The task force suggested the linking of sugarcane prices to sugar prices to prevent
the problem of arrears for sugarcane farmers.
It also recommended shifting some areas under sugarcane cultivation to less waterintensive crops by providing a suitable incentives to farmers.
It also aims to introduce the Revenue Sharing Formula (RSF), with a Price
Stabilisation Fund to protect farmers from receiving prices below the Fair and
Remunerative Price (FRP).
It stated that the MSP for sugar should be reviewed after six months of the
notification with an aim tow the emerging developments.
The panel also proposed to levy cess on sugar at Rs.50 per quintal for a period of 3
years. With this, about Rs.4,500 crore will be added to the fund. It is expected that
the move will help to provide bridge funding or act as a comfort for banks
providing soft loans to mills for improving technologies and paying dues to their
farmers.

NITI Aayog launched NDC-TIA to transport, energy, and climate
stakeholders
NITI Aayog virtually launched the India Component of the Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDC)Transport Initiative for Asia (TIA) on 27
August 2020. It will focus on electric mobility, which would require coupling of
transport and energy sectors. It will also receive cross-sectoral expertise from
ministries, international development agencies, think tanks, public and private
organizations.
Highlights:
NDC-TIA will offer the opportunity to provide input about India's transport
challenges and how they relate to CO2 reduction ambitions.
The discussion aims to focus the programme further on India's specific needs and
circumstances.
The aim is to promote a new approach to decarbonize transport in India, Vietnam,
and China.
NDCTIA is a joint programme which is supported by the International Climate
Initiative (IKI) of the German Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation
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and Nuclear Safety (BMU).
It is implemented by a consortium of seven organisations, namely:
International Council on Clean Transportation (ICCT)
Deutsche Gesellschaft fr Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH
World Resources Institute (WRI)
International Transport Forum (ITF)
Agora Verkehrswende (AGORA)
Partnership on SLoCaT (Sustainable, Low Carbon Transport) Foundation
Renewable Energy Policy Network for the 21st Century
The aim is to strengthen GHG and transport modelling capacities, providing
technical support on GHG emission reduction measures, financing climate actions
in transport, and offer policy recommendations on electric vehicle (EV) demand
and supply policies etc.

Ministry of Social Justice to launch Kiran, mental health rehabilitation
helpline
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment is to launch Kiran, a mental health
rehabilitation helpline. The toll-free helpline is aimed to enable access to mental
health resources.
Highlights:
The Kiran mental health rehabilitation helpline number is 1800-599-0019.
It aims to provide callers support for early screening, first-aid, psychological
support, distress management, mental well-being, preventing deviant behaviours,
psychological crisis management etc.
The helpline will offer services in 13 languages.
It focuses to resolve issues of the people across the country experiencing stress,
anxiety, depression, panic attack, adjustment disorder, post-traumatic stress
disorder, substance abuse, suicidal thoughts, pandemic-induced psychological
issues and mental health emergency.
The move comes due to the emergency support nad help sought by the people who
are going through mental health issues, particularly amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
The helpline has 660 volunteer clinical/rehabilitation psychologists and 668
volunteer psychiatrists.
It will run from 25 centres by 75 experts who can handle 300 callers per hour.
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The helpline consists of three-level mechanism of support namely:
At first, the caller will be connected to the location-based helpline centre
Secondly, the caller will be referred to rehabilitation/clinical
psychologists/psychiatrists
Finally, a follow-up and support will be extended at the third level

Centre to set up a National e-Assessment Centre to implement Faceless
Assessment
Centre is planning to set up the National e-Assessment Centre (NeAC) and a
network of Regional e-Assessment Centres to implement the Faceless Assessment
Scheme of the Income Tax Department. It was launched nation-wide by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on 13th August 2020.
Highlights:
The system will allow dynamic jurisdiction, team-based working, and functional
specialization and does away with human interface altogether.
The regional assessment network will comprise assessment units, verification
units, technical units, and review units.
It will replace the physical meetings between taxpayers and officers.
The team-based assessment will replace Wide discretion and subjective
assessment.
GoI conducted a webinar to promote the awareness amongst the stakeholders about
the new faceless assessment scheme and had an overwhelming participation of
more than 1,000 participants.
The department will conduct more programmes to educate the taxpayers about the
new faceless assessment scheme.
The scheme will extend to the first appellate authority i.e. Commissioner of
Income Tax (Appeals) from 25th September 2020.
Ministry of Finance launched the Faceless Assessment Scheme in the Income Tax
Department as a pilot project in September 2019.

NeGD, CSC E-Governance Services India Limited sign MoU to make
UMANG app available to citizens
The National e-Governance Division (NeGD), Ministry of Electronics & IT

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(August 24 - August 30, 2020)

(MeitY) has signed an MOU with Common Service Center (CSC) e-Governance
Services India Limited on 26 August 2020. The MoU aims to facilitate delivery of
Unified Mobile Application for New-age Governance (UMANG) services at
CSCs, in an assisted mode. This will make services on UMANG app available to
citizens through the network of3.75 lakh CSCs.
Highlights:
Under the MoU, the CSC operators Village Level Entrepreneurs (VLEs) will
enable citizens to avail e-Governance services of 140 Departments through the
UMANG App.
It is expected to benefit the citizens who either do not have access to smartphones
or are not comfortable accessing App based e services on their own.
It will enhance access to government services significantly and expand the gamut
of services that VLEs offer citizens which inturn will increase their income and
viability.
All the UMANG services will be enabled on CSCs without any additional cost and
NeGD is making all services available to CSCs at zero cost.
UMANG:
UMANG app was developed by National e-Governance Division (NeGD), Ministry
of Electronics & IT. It was launched on November 23, 2017, by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The mobile app attained four illustrious awards including Best mGovernment service' award at the 6th World Government Summit held at Dubai,
UAE in Feb 2018, within a short dpan. The aim of UMANG is to facilitate ease of
access to major Government services for citizens from a single mobile app.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched DGNCC Mobile Training App for
NCC Training
Union Minister of Defence Rajnath Singh launched the Directorate General
National Cadet Corps (DGNCC) Mobile Training App on 27 August. The
mobile Application will assist in conducting countrywide online training of
National Cadet Corps (NCC) cadets.
DGNCC Mobile Training App:
The DGNCC Mobile Training App will will help the NCC cadets in digital
learning and overcoming the difficulties posed by COVID-19 due to restrictions on
direct physical interactions.
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The training app aims at providing NCC cadets entire training material including
syllabus, training videos, prcis, and frequently asked questions on one platform.
The App has been designed in an interactive way by including a query option.
With this option, a cadet can post his question related to the training syllabus and
the same will be answered by a panel of qualified instructors.
The app is expected to provide a positive step towards automation of NCC
training. The move is in line with Digital India vision of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi.
The mobile app will assist the NCC cadets by providing easier access to training
material in these testing times of pandemic.

Centre launches National GIS-enabled land bank system for 6 states to boost
investments
Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal e-launched the
National GIS-enabled Land Bank system at iis.ncog.gov.in/parks for 6 states on
17 August. National GIS-enabled land bank system is being developed by the
integration of the Industrial Information System with state GIS systems.
Highlights:
The administrators and senior officers of the central and state governments,
discussed the issues of pushing industrial manufacturing in the country, attracting
investments, pushing the approach of One District One Product (ODOP).
It aims to promote a National Movement towards AatmaNirbhar Bharat.
All other states/Union Territories (UTs) are expected to be onboarded by
December 2020.
The National GIS-enabled Land Bank system is being developed by the integration
of the Industrial Information System (IIS) with the State GIS Systems.
This prototype will be developed with inputs from states, to make it an effective,
transparent mechanism of land identification and procurement.
The project was launched for 6 states, while other states and Union Territories
would be brought on board by December 2020.

Dr. Harsh Vardhan chaired 20th meeting of GoM on COVID-19 pandemic
Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare, Dr. Harsh Vardhan, chaired the 20th
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meeting of the High-level Group of Ministers (GoM) on COVID-19 on 29
August. Officials including Sh. Hardeep S. Puri, Minister of Civil Aviation, Dr. S.
Jaishankar, Minister of External Affairs (MEA), Sh. MansukhLalMandaviya,
Minister of State, Shipping (Independent Charge), Chemicals and Fertilizers, Sh.
Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Minister of State, Health & Family Welfare, and Sh.
NityanandRai, Minister of State, Home Affairs. Dr. Vinod Paul, Member (Health)
NitiAayog, participated in the virtual meeting.
Highlights:
The Health Ministry was instructed to develop SOPs for the Members of
Parliament and the Legislative Assembly sessions comprising COVID protocols
and preventive measures.
The current status of COVID-19 in India during the GoM meeting.
A detailed report on surveillance efforts undertaken in India during the pandemic
through the Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP) network.
The group was tasked with facilitation of vaccine development including issues of
trial and stockpiling, sorting out issues of financing, risk management, selection of
potential beneficiaries and their order of reference, envisioning logistics, scale-up,
digital system, defining principles for selecting beneficiary categories, and defining
the scientific basis for selecting vaccine.
So far, three meetings of the Expert Group have been held. The last GoM was held
on 31st July 2020.

GoI launched Chunauti, the Next Generation Start-up challenge contest in
Bihar
Government of India has launched "Chunauti", the Next Generation Start-up
challenge contest in Bihar. The aim is to further boost software products and
startups with a special focus on Tier-II towns of the country. The contest was
launched by the Union Minister for Electronics and Information Technology Ravi
Shankar Prasad on 28 August. For this programme, the cost of Rs.95.03 crore has
been earmarked over a period of three years.
Highlights:
In the Chunauti contest, over 300 startups will be selected and provided various
support from the Government through the Software Technology Parks of India
centers across India.
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Centre will provide a seed fund of up to Rs. 25 Lakh and also be provided with
cloud credits from leading cloud service providers.
The Ministry invites startups in areas namely:
Medical Healthcare, Diagnostic, Preventive & Psychological Care
Edu-Tech, Agri-Tech & Fin-Tech Solutions for masses
Supply Chain, Logistics and Transportation Management
Infrastructure and Remote monitoring
Jobs & Skilling, Linguistic tools & technologies
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BILLS & ACTS
Punjab passed a resolution against Farm Ordinances
Punjab State Government passed a resolution against the Centre's farm
ordinances. The resolution was tabled by Chief Minister Amarinder Singh. The
resolution termed these ordinances as anti-farmer and against the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) regime.
Highlights:
The ordinances were against the federal structure and the rights of the farmers.
The resolution is against:
Farmers' Produce Ordinance, 2020
Farmers Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Ordinance, 2020
Essential Commodities Ordinance, 2020
Electricity Amendment Bill 2020
It is because, as per the Punjab State Government, Agriculture falls under List II of
Constitution and hence falls under the State List.
The ordinance promulgated by the Punjab state government is a direct
encroachment on the functions of these states.
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DEFENCE
DRDO identifies 108 Systems and Subsystems for industry to design, develop,
manufacture
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has identified 108
systems and subsystems for designing and development by the Indian Industry
only. The move is in line with Prime Minister's Atmanirbhar Bharat. Apart from
this, DRDO has taken several initiatives to strengthen the indigenous defence
ecosystem.
Highlights:
This initiative is aimed to pave the way for Indian Defence industry to develop
many technologies towards building an AtmaNirbhar Bharat.
Under this move, the DRDO will support the Indian industries for design,
development and testing of these systems on requirement basis.
All the requirements of these systems by R&D establishments, Armed Forces, and
other Security Agencies can be met through development contracts or production
orders on suitable Indian industry.
With this, DRDO will focus on designing and developing critical and advanced
technologies and systems.
Indian industry has progressed from a build to print partner to build to
specification partner.

IAF launched My IAF App for aspirants
Indian Air Force (IAF) launched the 'My IAF' mobile app on 24 August 2020.
The app was launched by IAF Chief Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria in New Delhi
as a part of the 'Digital India' initiative. My IAF app has been developed in
association with the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC).
My IAF Mobile App:
My IAF Mobile App will provide career-related information to all those aspirants
who aspire to join the IAF and make a career in it.
The app is available on Google Play store for android users. It is also directly
linked to all the IAF's social media channels.
The app will showcase the grand history and stories of valour of IAF.
The app will provide important information and details related to career choices in
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the Indian Air Force.
The app has a user-friendly interface that will help candidates in smooth navigation
and provide an undisturbed app using experience.
My IAF app holds details like the selection procedure, training curriculum, pay and
perks for both the officers and airmen in IAF.
The app will take candidates to the social medial channels of IAF, Games, and
provide information related to the history of IAF.
Candidates can become Air Warriors using the app.
The app shares information about Ranks in IAF, Life in IAF, and Quizzes related
to the Aircraft inventory where candidates can name the aircraft by seeing the
image.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Army Sports Institute is awarded 2020 Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puraskar
Army Sports Institute, Pune was awarded the Rashtriya Khel Protsahan
Puraskar 2020 by the Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports, Government of India.
Army Sports Institute:
Army Sports Institute (ASI), Pune was raised as part of the Indian Army's Mission
Olympics programme on 1 July 2001. The programme was aimed to train the vast
reservoir of talent in the Army in selected seven disciplines to include Archery,
Athletics, Boxing, Diving, Fencing, Weightlifting, and Wrestling. The main
objective was to win medals at the Olympics. The institute draws its sportsmen
from the Army and young raw and proven talent in Boys Sports Companies'
between 8 and 14 years of age.
The selected sportsmen are supported by a team of Foreign, Indian coaches,
specialists in Sports Medicine, physical conditioners, Physiology, Psychology,
Biomechanics, Statistics, and Nutrition. The institute has enabled the participation
of twenty sportsmen in the Olympics and 12 sportsmen have already qualified for
the Tokyo 2021 Olympics with more yet to qualify. The Institute has won 6 Youth
Olympic Medals, nineteen 19 medals in Asian Games, and 18 medals in
Commonwealth Games.

President virtually presented 2020 National Sports and Adventure Awards
President of India Ram Nath Kovind virtually presented the National Sports
and Adventure Awards, 2020 from Rashtrapati Bhavan on 29 August 2020. The
achievements of these award winners are a reminder of India's immense potential in
the sports.
Highlights:
The sports award is presented every year to recognize and reward excellence in
sports.
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award: This award is for the spectacular and most
outstanding performance in the field of sports by a sportsperson over a period of
four years
Arjuna Award is presented for consistently outstanding performance for four
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years
Dronacharya Award is for the coaches for producing medal winners at
prestigious international sports events
Dhyan Chand Award is presented for lifetime contribution to sports
development.
Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar is awarded to the corporate entities in both
the private and public sectors and individuals who have played a visible role in the
area of sports promotion and development.
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Trophy is given to the overall top performing
university in inter-university tournaments.
In addition, the Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Award is awarded to
recognize the spirit of adventure among the people of the country.
Awardees:
RAJIV GANDHI KHEL RATNA AWARD
Shri Rohit Sharma - Cricket
Shri Mariyappan T. - Para Athletics
Ms. Manika Batra - Table Tennis
Ms. Vinesh - Wrestling
Ms. Rani - Hockey
DRONACHARYA AWARD
A) Life- Time Category
Shri Dharmendra Tiwary - Archery
Shri Purushotham Rai - Athletics
Shri Shiv Singh - Boxing
Shri Romesh Pathania - Hockey
Shri Krishan Kumar Hooda - Kabaddi
Shri Vijay Bhalchandra Munishwar - Para Powerlifting
Shri Naresh Kumar - Tennis
Shri Om Parkash Dahiya - Wrestling
B) Regular Category
Shri Jude Felix Sebastian - Hockey
Shri Yogesh Malviya - Mallakhamb
Shri Jaspal Rana - Shooting
Shri Kuldeep Kumar Handoo - Wushu
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Shri Gaurav Khanna - Para Badminton
ARJUNA AWARD
Shri Atanu Das - Archery
Ms. Dutee Chand - Athletics
Shri Satwik Sairaj Rankireddy - Badminton
Shri Chirag Chandrasekhar Shetty - Badminton
Shri Vishesh Bhriguvanshi - Basketball
Subedar Manish Kaushik - Boxing
Ms. Lovlina Borgohain - Boxing
Shri Ishant Sharma - Cricket
Ms. Deepti Sharma - Cricket
Shri Sawant Ajay Anant -Equestrian
Shri Sandesh Jhingan - Football
Ms. Aditi Ashok - Golf
Shri Akashdeep Singh - Hockey
Ms. Deepika - Hockey
Shri Deepak - Kabaddi
Shri Kale Sarika Sudhakar - Kho Kho
Shri Dattu Baban Bhokanal - Rowing
Ms. Manu Bhaker - Shooting
Shri Saurabh Chaudhary - Shooting
Ms. Madhurika Suhas Patkar - Table Tennis
Shri Divij Sharan - Tennis
Shri Shiva Keshavan - Winter Sports
Ms. Divya Kakran - Wrestling
Shri Rahul Aware - Wrestling
Shri Suyash Narayan Jadhav - Para-Swimming
Shri Sandeep - Para Athletics
Shri Manish Narwal - Para Shooting
DHYAN CHAND AWARD
Shri Kuldip Singh Bhullar - Athletics
Ms. Jincy Philips - Athletics
Shri Pradeep Shrikrishna Gandhe - Badminton
Ms. Trupti Murgunde - Badminton
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Ms. N. Usha - Boxing
Shri Lakha Singh - Boxing
Shri Sukhvinder Singh Sandhu - Football
Shri Ajit Singh - Hockey
Shri Manpreet Singh -Kabaddi
Shri J. Ranjith Kumar - Para Athletics
Shri Satyaprakash Tiwari - Para Badminton
Shri Manjeet Singh - Rowing
Late Shri Sachin Nag -Swimming
Shri Nandan P Bal - Tennis
Shri Netarpal Hooda - Wrestling
TENZING NORGAY NATIONAL ADVENTURE AWARDS 2019
Ms. Anita Devi - Land Adventure
Col. Sarfraz Singh - Land Adventure
Shri Taka Tamut - Land Adventure
Shri Narender Singh - Land Adventure
Shri Keval Hiren Kakka - Land Adventure
Shri Satendra Singh - Water Adventure
Shri Gajanand Yadava - Air Adventure
Late Shri Magan Bissa - Life Time Achievement
MAULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD (MAKA) TROPHY
Panjab University, Chandigarh
RASHTRIYA KHEL PROTSAHAN PURUSKAR
Identification and Nurturing of Budding and Young Talent - 1. Lakshya
Institute, 2. Army Sports Institute
Encouragement to sports through Corporate Social Responsibility - Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) Ltd.
Employment of sportspersons and sports welfare measures - Air Force
Sports Control Board
Sports for Development - International Institute of Sports Management
(IISM)
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
India, Uzbekistan Co-Chaired First National Coordination Committee Meet
India and Uzbekistan co-chaired the first National Coordination Committee
meeting on 24th August 2020. The members discussed issues of bilateral interests
such as Line of Credit (LoC) projects, trade, and investment. The National
Coordination Committee meeting was co-chaired by Minister of State for External
Affairs V Muraleedharan and Uzbekistan Deputy Prime Minister Sardor
Umurzakov.
Highlights:
The members, during the meeting, agreed to work to deepen India-Uzbekistan
strategic relations.
India and Uzbekistan have a bilateral trade turnover of over $300 million.
Pharmaceuticals is a major area of both trade and investment by India.
It should be noted that the ties between the two countries in terms of Medical
tourism has increased sharply in the recent past.
Indian has made notable investments in Uzbekistan have been made by Indian
companies in the fields of pharmaceuticals, amusement parks, automobile
components, and hospitality industry.
A Joint Centre for Information Technology (IT) was set up in 2006 and it was
upgraded in 2014.
Also, an IT Park in Tashkent was established with Indian assistance. It was
inaugurated in July 2019.

Fourteenth India-Singapore Defence Policy Dialogue held
The 14th India-Singapore Defence Policy Dialogue (DPD) was held on 27th
August via video conferencing. The meeting was co-chaired by Defence Secretary
Dr. Ajay Kumar and Permanent Secretary (Defence), Singapore Mr. Chan Heng
Kee.
Highlights:
The officials discussed on a number of issues of bilateral defence engagements
between India and Singapore.
Both the countries reaffirmed the commitment to further enhance the security
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partnership between the two countries.
At the end of the DPD, the Implementing Arrangement on Humanitarian
Assistance & Disaster Relief (HADR) between India and Singapore was also
signed.
Background:
The Singapore-India Defence Policy Dialogue was established under the revised
Defence Cooperation Agreement signed in 2015. It serves as a regular forum for
both countries to discuss mutual defence cooperation, as well as exchange views on
strategic issues and geopolitical developments.
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SCHEMES
PMJDY completes six years of successful implementation
Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) successfully completed 6 years on
28th August 2020. Under the scheme, 63.6% Rural PMJDY accounts and 55.2%
Women PMJDY accounts have been created. The PMJDY scheme has been the
foundation stone for the Modi government's people-centric economic initiatives.
Highights:
The PMJDY scheme was launched on 28th August 2014 by teh Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The main aim of the scheme is to provide poor people access to
financial services, namely, Banking/ Savings & Deposit Accounts, Remittance,
Credit, Insurance, Pension in an affordable manner.
The scheme ensures access of financial products and services at an affordable cost
and the use of technology to lower cost and widen reach.
So far, about 8 crore PMJDY accountholders receive Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
from the Government under various schemes.
The scheme was extended with new features and the focus was shifted from Every
Household to Every Unbanked Adult.
Under this initiative, Jan Dhan Darshak App, a mobile application, was launched
with an aim to provide a citizen centric platform for locating banking touch points
such as bank branches, ATMs, Bank Mitras, Post Offices, etc. in the country.
Over 8 lakh banking touchpoints have been mapped on the Geographic
Information System (GIS) App. The facilities under Jan Dhan Darshak App could
be availed as per the need and convenience of common people. The web version of
this application could be accessed at the link http://findmybank.gov.in.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and Its Abolition
is observed on 23 August
International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and Its Abolition
is observed on 23 August. The day is observed annually to commemorate the
remembrance of the slave trade and its abolition.
History:
The International Day was intended to inscribe the tragedy of the slave trade in the
memory of all peoples. The day is observed in accordance with the goals of the
intercultural project "The Slave Route". International Day for the Remembrance of
the Slave Trade and its Abolition was first observed in some countries, in particular
in Haiti on 23 August 1998 and Goree in Senegal in 23 August 1999. The day was
initiated to offer an opportunity for collective consideration of the historic causes,
the methods & the consequences of this tragedy, and for an analysis of the
interactions to which it has given rise between Africa, Europe, the Americas, and
the Caribbean.

Telugu Language Day is observed on 29 August
Telugu Language Day, also known as Telugu Bhasha Dinotsavam, is celebrated
on 29 August every year. The day is observed to commemorate the birthday of one
of the earliest modern Telugu linguists Gidugu Venkata Ramamurthy. Telugu is
referred to as "The Italian of the East" as the language ends with vowels just like
the Italian language.
Gidugu Venkata Ramamurthy:
Gidugu Venkata Ramamurthy's contribution to the Telugu language specifically
Vyavaharika Bhasha or Vaaduka Bhasha (Colloquial language) is immense. He
simplified the Granthika Bhasha into Vyavaharika Bhasha for textbooks and
literature and made it available to the people. He played a vital role in bringing to
the forefront of the beauty of the colloquial language.

International Day against Nuclear Tests is observed on 29 August
The International Day against Nuclear Tests is observed on 29 August across the

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(August 24 - August 30, 2020)

world. The day aims to provoke the world organization, youth networks, and the
media against nuclear testing. The day is to remind that one day all nuclear
weapons will be eliminated.
History:
On 2 December 2009, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in its 64th
session declared 29 August as the International Day against Nuclear Tests and
adopting resolution 64/35. The day was aimed to create awareness and education
about the effects of nuclear weapon test explosions or any other nuclear explosions.
The resolution was initiated by Kazakhstan, together with a large number of
sponsors and cosponsors with a view to commemorating the closure of the
Semipalatinsk Nuclear Test site on 29 August 1991. The inaugural commemoration
of the International Day against Nuclear Tests was marked in 2010. Kazakhstan
initiated the resolution with the support of a large number of sponsors to
commemorate the closure of the Semipalatinsk Nuclear Test site on 29 August
1991.
Nuclear Test:
Nuclear weapons testing began on 16 July 1945. Over 2,000 tests have taken place.
The USA, USSR, UK, France, China, India, Pakistan, and North Korea are the
countries that have tested nuclear weapons so far.

National Sports Day is observed on 29 August
National Sports Day is observed on 29 August 2020. The day is to commemorate
the birth anniversary of hockey legend Major Dhyan Chand. The main objective
of the Day is to spread awareness of the importance of sports and daily activities in
every individual's life. The day was first inducted into the list of celebratory days in
the year 2012. On the National Sports Day, President presented the National Sports
and Adventure Awards.
Dhyan Chand:
Dhyan Chand Singh, popularly known as the Wizard of Indian Hockey, was
born on 29 August 1905 in Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh. He has secured over 400
international goals and 1,000 goals in his entire career in 22 years during the period
from 1926 to 1948. Under the leadership of Dhyan Chand, the Indian Hockey team
has achieved several victories. He has led India into 3 Olympic gold medals in
1928, 1932 and 1936. By winning the Olympic gold medal on three occasions and

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(August 24 - August 30, 2020)

marked his position in the pages of history.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
CMIA partnered with UNDP to set up help desk for MSMEs
Chamber of Marathwada Industries and Agriculture (CMIA) partnered with
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) on 24 August to set up help
desk for MSMEs amid Covid-19. The partnership aims to establish Covid-19 help
desk in order to facilitate Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). The
help desk will be active till January 2021.
Covid-19 help desk:
The Covid-19 help desk will provide various information on government safety
guidelines, regulatory norms and government Covid-19 response schemes and
support measures.
It will provide support to MSMEs through in-person and phone consultation. It
will offer advisory services on scaling operations and bridging the skill gap. It will
also facilitate linkages to financial institutions and government departments.
The helpdesk will facilitate the recruitment of skilled workforce requirements as
per the demand by MSMEs along with state skill development missions and other
relevant government departments/support agencies.
It will host regular webinars, consultation and interactive sessions for MSMEs to
address and alleviate the Covid-19 related business challenges, clarify their queries,
promotion of the business, financial guidance with necessary linkage to get support
from the government and other stakeholders.
MSMEs are directed to contact CMIA for their relevant jobs and apprenticeship
opportunities available with the industries with skill requirements, location,
qualification, experience etc and challenges faced by MSMEs.

AIIB, India signed USD 500 million loan agreement for Mumbai Urban
Transport Project-III
Government of India, Maharashtra State Government, Mumbai Railway
Vikas Corporation and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AIIB) signed a loan agreement for a $500 million Mumbai Urban Transport
Project-III. The aim of the MoU is to improve the network capacity, service
quality and safety of the suburban railway system in Mumbai.
Highlights:
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The Mumbai Urban Transport Project-III will benefit 22% of the female
passengers from improved safety and the quality of the service.
It will also provide direct safety benefits to the public and the passengers through
the introduction of trespass control measures.
The project is expected to assist the improvement of service quality, mobility, and
safety of passengers of the sub-urban railway system of Mumbai.
The project will be more reliable, and higher quality of transport services as
compared to road-based transport.
The move comes to provide easy transportation in the highly populated region.
Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR), has a population of 22.8 million (based on
2011 data), is the most populous metropolitan region in India. The population is
expected to reach 29.3 million by 2031 and 32.1 million by 2041.

APEDA signs MoUs with AFC India, NCUI to synergize the activities in the
interest of agriculture and allied sectors
Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority
(APEDA), under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, has signed
Memorandum of understanding (MoUs) with AFC India Limited, and National
Cooperative Union of India (NCUI), Delhi. The MoU aims to utilise their
expertise by mutually working together to synergize the activities in the interest of
agriculture and allied sectors for bringing better value to the stakeholders.
Highlights:
Under the MoU, AFC India Ltd. will identify and introduce the critical technology
intervention requirement for organic production systems and chemical/ residue-free
production system.
It will maintain and enhance the present per unit area production level of the
different Crops / Fruits & Vegetables.
AFC will support the development of the Common Processing Centers as per the
guidelines of APEDA with international market requirements.
AFC will support the entire value chain system until the clusters and value chain
becomes self-sufficient in the shortest possible time.
AFC will undertake the ground level implementation of all the activities under
export-oriented clusters notified under Agri Export Policy and other clusters
recommended by APEDA in project mode by seeking the presently available
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subsidies through different Central Sectors and State sponsored programmes.
APEDA shall encourage AFC for developing Pre-Production, Production, Post
Harvesting, Primary Processing, Secondary Processing, and transportation/
distribution guidelines for all the stakeholders (including farmers) to meet
international compliance.
AFC will work for the development of cluster identified by APEDA for
implementation of various projects in the entire value chain dovetailing and
converging schemes of various line Ministries.

AIFC, FCA signs MoU for the development of football in India and Australia
The Association of Indian Football Coaches (AIFC) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Football Coaches Australia (FCA) for the
development of football in India and Australia. The aim is to promote enrollment of
female coaches and make football more accessible for all participants.
Highlights:
Under this MoU, standard contracts for the coaches with the country will be
introduced. This will inturn provide the minimum employment conditions and
structured and resourced process for termination of employment.
The two firm will look to encourage the involvement of more female coaches and
increase access to football for all participants.
The move aims to use the opportunities for both parties to collectively advance
professional development, cultural, employment, and commercial opportunities for
football coaches.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(August 24 - August 30, 2020)

INDEX / LIST
Gujarat topped NITI Aayogs report on 2020 Export Preparedness Index
NITI Aayog in partnership with the Institute of Competitiveness released the
Export Preparedness Index (EPI) 2020 on 26 August 2020. It is the first report to
examine the export preparedness and performance of Indian states. The report was
aimed to identify challenges and opportunities. Gujarat topped the Export
Preparedness Index 2020.
Highlights:
The Export Preparedness Index 2020 focus to enhance the effectiveness of
government policies and encourage a facilitative regulatory framework.
EPI structure included 4 pillars namely:
Policy
Business Ecosystem
Export Ecosystem
Export Performance
The Report was also based on 11 sub-pillars namely Export Promotion Policy;
Institutional Framework; Business Environment; Infrastructure; Transport
Connectivity; Access to Finance; Export Infrastructure; Trade Support; R&D
Infrastructure; Export Diversification; and Growth Orientation.
The report will identify the core areas crucial for export promotion at the subnational level.
All the Indian States and Union Territories (UTs) were assessed on crucial
parameters that are critical for any typical economic unit to achieve sustainable
export growth.
The Index will help the state governments to benchmark regional performance
with respect to export promotion. It also delivers key policy insights on how to
improve and enhance performance.
Top three ranks of the index:
Gujarat
Maharashtra
Tamil Nadu
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FESTIVALS
Nuakhai Juhar was celebrated in Odisha, Chhattisgarh
Nuakhai Juhar was celebrated in Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and areas of neighbouring
states on August 23. It is one of the most ancient festivals celebrated in Indian. The
festival is to welcome the new crop of the season. The festival is celebrated to
appreciate and celebrate the hard work of the farmers, with whose effort the country
is fed.
Nuakhai Juhar:
Nuakhai Juhar is an agricultural festival. It is also called as Nuakhai Parab or
Nuakahi Bhetghat. Nuakhai is a mixture of two words that signifies eating of new
rice as nua' means new and khai' means eat. During the festival, food grains are
worshipped. On this special festival, people organize dances and folk songs in their
districts with an aim to display their culture and tradition.
Nuakhai Juhar is predominantly celebrated in western Odisha. From March 2020,
the festival is celebrated in several other tribes also. In this year 2020, due to the
COVID-19 lockdown, people celebrated the festival inside their homes.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When is the International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and
Its Abolition observed?
A.20 August
B.21 August
C.23 August
D.25 August

Answer C
Explanation International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and Its Abolition is
observed on 23 August. The day is observed annually to commemorate the remembrance of the
slave trade and its abolition.

2) India and _________ co-chaired the first National Coordination Committee
meeting on 24th August 2020.
A.Pakistan
B.Afghanistan
C.Uzbekistan
D.Kyrgyzstan

Answer C
Explanation India and Uzbekistan co-chaired the first National Coordination Committee meeting
on 24th August 2020. The members discussed issues of bilateral interests such as Line of Credit
(LoC) projects, trade, and investment. The National Coordination Committee meeting was cochaired by Minister of State for External Affairs V Muraleedharan and Uzbekistan Deputy Prime
Minister Sardor Umurzakov.

3) Which state celebrates the Nuakhai Juhar Festival?
A.Assam
B.Odisha
C.Himachal Pradesh
D.Sikkim
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Answer B
Explanation Nuakhai Juhar was celebrated in Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and areas of neighbouring
states on August 23. It is one of the most ancient festivals celebrated in Indian. The festival is to
welcome the new crop of the season. The festival is celebrated to appreciate and celebrate the
hard work of the farmers, with whose effort the country is fed.

4) When was the Army Sports Institute (ASI) set up?
A.1995
B.1997
C.2001
D.2005

Answer C
Explanation Army Sports Institute (ASI), Pune was raised as part of the Indian Armys Mission
Olympics programme on 1 July 2001. The programme was aimed to train the vast reservoir of
talent in the Army in selected seven disciplines to include Archery, Athletics, Boxing, Diving,
Fencing, Weightlifting, and Wrestling.

5) Which is the Capital of Uzbekistan?
A.NurSultan
B.Tashkent
C.Bishkek
D.Ashgabat

Answer B
Explanation Uzbekistan declared its independence from the Soviet Union on August 31, 1991.
The capital is Tashkent (Toshkent).

6) Where is Army Sports Institute (ASI) located?
A.Guwahati
B.Gwalior
C.Mumbai
D.Pune
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Answer D
Explanation Army Sports Institute (ASI), Pune was raised as part of the Indian Armys Mission
Olympics programme on 1 July 2001. The programme was aimed to train the vast reservoir of
talent in the Army in selected seven disciplines to include Archery, Athletics, Boxing, Diving,
Fencing, Weightlifting, and Wrestling.

7) Who is the Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh?
A.Pema Khandu
B.Chowna Mein
C.B. D. Mishra
D.Kiren Rijiju

Answer A
Explanation Pema Khandu is an Indian politician and the Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh.

8) Arunachal Pradesh to provide tap water to all rural homes by ________ Jal
Jeevan Mission.
A.2021
B.2022
C.2023
D.2024

Answer C
Explanation Arunachal Pradesh State Government has announced that it is to provide 100% tap
water connections to all the households in the State by 2023 under the Jal Jeevan Mission. The
move comes as Arunachal Pradesh is highly dependent on Assam State. Despite having available
water resources in the STate, it depended on other states due to difficulties faced while
implementing the JJM in the state.

9) Who is the Chief Minister of Odisha?
A.Dharmendra Pradhan
B.Naveen Patnaik
C.Nitish Kumar
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D.Tejashwi Yadav

Answer B
Explanation Naveen Patnaik is an Indian politician who is the current and 14th Chief Minister of
Odisha. He is also the president of the Biju Janata Dal, a writer and has authored three books

10) Who developed My IAF mobile app?
A.Indian Air Force (IAF)
B.Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)
C.Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC)
D.A&C

Answer D
Explanation Indian Air Force (IAF) launched the 'My IAF' mobile app on 24 August 2020. The
app was launched by IAF Chief Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria in New Delhi as a part of the
'Digital India' initiative. My IAF app has been developed in association with the Centre for
Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC).

11) Chamber of Marathwada Industries and Agriculture (CMIA) partnered
with _______ on 24 August to set up a help desk for MSMEs.
A.UNEP
B.WHO
C.UNDP
D.CSIR

Answer C
Explanation Chamber of Marathwada Industries and Agriculture (CMIA) partnered with United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) on 24 August to set up a help desk for MSMEs. The
partnership aims to establish Covid-19 help desk in order to facilitate Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs). The help desk will be active till January 2021.

12) APEDA signs MoUs with __________ to synergize the activities in the
interest of agriculture and allied sectors.
A.FSSAI
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B.AFC India
C.NCUI
D.B&C

Answer D
Explanation Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority
(APEDA), under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, has signed Memorandum of
understanding (MoUs) with AFC India Limited, and National Cooperative Union of India
(NCUI), Delhi. The MoU aims to utilise their expertise by mutually working together to
synergize the activities in the interest of agriculture and allied sectors for bringing better value to
the stakeholders.

13) Covid-19 help desk, established by Chamber of Marathwada Industries
and Agriculture and United Nations Development Programme will be active
till _______.
A.December 2020
B.January 2021
C.February 2021
D.March 2021

Answer B
Explanation Chamber of Marathwada Industries and Agriculture (CMIA) partnered with United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) on 24 August to set up help desk for MSMEs. The
partnership aims to establish Covid-19 help desk in order to facilitate Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs). The help desk will be active till January 2021.

14) When was National Cooperative Union of India (NCUI) established?
A.1923
B.1929
C.1934
D.1941

Answer B
Explanation National Cooperative Union of India (NCUI) was established in 1929 as All India
Co-operative Institutes Association and was re-named National Co-operative Union of India in
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1961.

15) DRDO identifies ________ Systems and Subsystems, as of August 2020, for
industry to design, develop, manufacture under Atmanirbhar Bharat.
A.35
B.62
C.108
D.145

Answer C
Explanation Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has identified 108
systems and subsystems for designing and development by the Indian Industry only. The move is
in line with Prime Ministers Atmanirbhar Bharat. Apart from this, DRDO has taken several
initiatives to strengthen the indigenous defence ecosystem.

16) AIIB, India signed _________ loan agreement for Mumbai Urban
Transport Project-III.
A.USD 200 million
B.USD 300 million
C.USD 500 million
D.USD 600 million

Answer C
Explanation Government of India, Maharashtra State Government, Mumbai Railway Vikas
Corporation and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) signed a loan agreement for a
$500 million Mumbai Urban Transport Project-III. The aim of the MoU is to improve the
network capacity, service quality and safety of the suburban railway system in Mumbai.

17) Which State topped the NITI Aayog's report on the 2020 Export
Preparedness Index?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Assam
C.Uttar Pradesh
D.Gujarat
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Answer D
Explanation NITI Aayog in partnership with the Institute of Competitiveness released the Export
Preparedness Index (EPI) 2020 on 26 August 2020. It is the first report to examine the export
preparedness and performance of Indian states. The report was aimed to identify challenges and
opportunities. Gujarat topped the Export Preparedness Index 2020.

18) ________ recommended linking sugarcane prices to sugar rates.
A.RBI Task Force
B.NITI Aayog Task Force
C.Ministry of MSME Task Force
D.Uttar Pradesh Task Force

Answer B
Explanation A Niti Aayog task force, headed by Niti Aayog Member (Agriculture) Ramesh
Chand, recommended the linking sugarcane prices to sugar rates. The move is to keep the
industry in sound financial health. The task force also suggested for a one-time increase in
minimum sugar price to Rs.33 per kilo to help sugar mills cover the cost of production.

19) Who released the Export Preparedness Index 2020?
A.Institute of Competitiveness
B.NITI Aayog
C.Harvard's institute for strategy and competitiveness
D.A&B

Answer D
Explanation NITI Aayog in partnership with the Institute of Competitiveness released the Export
Preparedness Index (EPI) 2020 on 26 August 2020. It is the first report to examine the export
preparedness and performance of Indian states. The report was aimed to identify challenges and
opportunities. Gujarat topped the Export Preparedness Index 2020.

20) When was the PM-KISAN Scheme launched?
A.2014
B.2016
C.2017
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D.2019

Answer D
Explanation Narendra Modi launched the Rs.75,000 crore PM KISAN scheme from Gorakhpur,
Uttar Pradesh on 24th February 2019. Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)
scheme was announced in Piyush Goyal's interim budget 2019-20 and is completely funded by
the central government.

21) Nitin Gadkari laid the foundation stone for 45 highway projects for
________.
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Odisha
C.Bihar
D.Madhya Pradesh

Answer D
Explanation Union Road Transport, Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari inaugurated and laid the
foundation stones for 45 highway projects for Madhya Pradesh on 25 August.

22) How much did the Centre allot for the PM-KISAN Scheme when it was
launched?
A.Rs.50,000 crore
B.Rs.75,000 crore
C.Rs.1,00,000 crore
D.Rs.1,20,000 crore

Answer B
Explanation Narendra Modi launched the Rs.75,000 crore PM KISAN scheme from Gorakhpur,
Uttar Pradesh on 24th February 2019. Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)
scheme was announced in Piyush Goyal's interim budget 2019-20 and is completely funded by
the central government. Under the PM-KISAN scheme, Rs.6,000 will be given to 12 crore
farmers, who are eligible to claim the benefits with less than 2 hectares of land, per year in three
installments.

23) Which country was declared Wild Polio free country in August 2020?
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A.China
B.India
C.Africa
D.Afghanistan

Answer C
Explanation The Africa Regional Certification Commission, the independent body, has declared
Africa free from wild polio. The announcement was made by the African Regional Certification
Commission for Polio Eradication during a World Health Organization (WHO) event.

24) _________ has introduced a Structured Finance and Partial Guarantee
Programme to Non-Banking Finance Companies (NBFCs) and Microfinance
Institutions (MFIs).
A.RBI
B.SEBI
C.NABARD
D.BSE

Answer C
Explanation National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has unveiled a
Structured Finance and Partial Guarantee Programme to Non-Banking Finance Companies
(NBFCs) and Microfinance Institutions (MFIs). It is a dedicated debt and credit guarantee
product. The programme aims to ensure the undisturbed flow of credit in COVID-19-affected
rural areas. To launch the programme, NABARD has signed agreements with Vivriti Capital and
Ujjivan Small Finance Bank.

25) When was India declared polio-free nation by WHO?
A.2012
B.2013
C.2014
D.2015

Answer C
Explanation India was certied polio-free in March 2014 and continues to be so. India continues
to remain vigilant against all three types of polioviruses. The last polio case due to wild
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poliovirus in the country was detected on 13 January 2011.

26) When was NABARD established?
A.1976
B.1980
C.1982
D.1985

Answer C
Explanation National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) was established
on the recommendations of B. Sivaramman Committee (by Act 61, 1981 of Parliament) on 12
July 1982 to implement the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development Act 1981.

27) Who launched the DGNCC Mobile Training App?
A.PM Narendra Modi
B.Minister Rajnath Singh
C.Minister Amit Shah
D.Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

Answer B
Explanation Union Minister of Defence Rajnath Singh launched the Directorate General
National Cadet Corps (DGNCC) Mobile Training App on 27 August. The mobile Application
will assist in conducting countrywide online training of National Cadet Corps (NCC) cadets.

28) Who developed UMANG app?
A.National e-Governance Division (NeGD)
B.NERBP
C.BPR&D
D.Nationally Determined Company (NDC)

Answer A
Explanation UMANG app was developed by National e-Governance Division (NeGD), Ministry
of Electronics & IT. It was launched on November 23, 2017, by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The mobile app attained four illustrious awards including Best m-Government service award at
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the 6th World Government Summit held at Dubai, UAE in Feb 2018, within a short dpan. The
aim of UMANG is to facilitate ease of access to major Government services for citizens from a
single mobile app.

29) Which of the following app was launched to help the NCC cadets in digital
learning and overcoming the difficulties posed by COVID-19 due to
restrictions on direct physical interactions?
A.CovNCC
B.MeDNCC
C.DGNCC
D.SarCovNCC

Answer C
Explanation Union Minister of Defence Rajnath Singh launched the Directorate General
National Cadet Corps (DGNCC) Mobile Training App on 27 August. The mobile Application
will assist in conducting countrywide online training of National Cadet Corps (NCC) cadets. The
DGNCC Mobile Training App will will help the NCC cadets in digital learning and overcoming
the difficulties posed by COVID-19 due to restrictions on direct physical interactions.

30) Who launched launched the India Component of the Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDC)Transport Initiative for Asia (TIA)?
A.Ministry of Science & Technology
B.ACRI
C.Ministry of MeiTy
D.NITI Aayog

Answer D
Explanation NITI Aayog virtually launched the India Component of the Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC)Transport Initiative for Asia (TIA) on 27 August 2020. It will focus on
electric mobility, which would require coupling of transport and energy sectors. It will also
receive cross-sectoral expertise from ministries, international development agencies, think tanks,
public and private organisations.

31) Which Ministry launched Kiran, mental health rehabilitation helpline?
A.Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
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B.Ministry of Science & Technology
C.Ministry of Law & Order
D.Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

Answer D
Explanation Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment is to launch Kiran, a mental health
rehabilitation helpline. The toll-free helpline is aimed to enable access to mental health resources.

32) CSC E-Governance Services India Limited signed MoU with ________ to
make UMANG app available to citizens.
A.APEDA
B.NSG
C.NeGD
D.CSIR

Answer C
Explanation The National e-Governance Division (NeGD), Ministry of Electronics & IT
(MeitY) has signed an MOU with Common Service Center (CSC) e-Governance Services India
Limited on 26 August 2020. The MoU aims to facilitate delivery of Unified Mobile Application
for New-age Governance (UMANG) services at CSCs, in an assisted mode. This will make
services on UMANG app available to citizens through the network of3.75 lakh CSCs.

33) Which Ministry launched Kiran, mental health rehabilitation helpline?
A.Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
B.Ministry of Science & Technology
C.Ministry of Law & Order
D.Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

Answer D
Explanation Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment is to launch Kiran, a mental health
rehabilitation helpline. The toll-free helpline is aimed to enable access to mental health resources.

34) When was UMANG launched?
A.2014
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B.2015
C.2017
D.2019

Answer C
Explanation UMANG app was developed by National e-Governance Division (NeGD), Ministry
of Electronics & IT. It was launched on November 23, 2017, by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The mobile app attained four illustrious awards including Best m-Government service award at
the 6th World Government Summit held at Dubai, UAE in Feb 2018, within a short dpan. The
aim of UMANG is to facilitate ease of access to major Government services for citizens from a
single mobile app.

35) The Association of Indian Football Coaches (AIFC) signed a MoU with
__________ for the development of football in the both the countries.
A.Football Coaches Australia
B.Football Coaches England
C.Football Coaches America
D.Football Coaches New Zealand

Answer A
Explanation The Association of Indian Football Coaches (AIFC) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Football Coaches Australia (FCA) for the development of football in
India and Australia. The aim is to promote enrollment of female coaches and make football more
accessible for all participants.

36) National GIS-enabled Land Bank system for ________ states.
A.6
B.9
C.10
D.15

Answer A
Explanation Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal e-launched the National
GIS-enabled Land Bank system at iis.ncog.gov.in/parks for 6 states on 17 August. National GISenabled land bank system is being developed by the integration of the Industrial Information
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System with state GIS systems.

37) When was the Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) launched?
A.2012
B.2013
C.2014
D.2015

Answer C
Explanation The PMJDY scheme was launched on 28th August 2014 by teh Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The main aim of the scheme is to provide poor people access to financial
services, namely, Banking/ Savings & Deposit Accounts, Remittance, Credit, Insurance, Pension
in an affordable manner.

38) When was the Singapore-India Defence Policy Dialogue established?
A.2013
B.2015
C.2017
D.2018

Answer B
Explanation The Singapore-India Defence Policy Dialogue was established under the revised
Defence Cooperation Agreement signed in 2015. It serves as a regular forum for both countries to
discuss mutual defence cooperation, as well as exchange views on strategic issues and
geopolitical developments.

39) Which wrestler was awarded the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award, 2020?
A.Rahul Aware
B.Vinesh
C.Bajrang Punia
D.Yogeshwar Dutt

Answer B
Explanation Wrestler Vinesh was awarded the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award.
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40) Where is the Semipalatinsk Nuclear Test site located?
A.Kyrgyzstan
B.Kazakhstan
C.Uzbekistan
D.Mongolia

Answer B
Explanation The Semipalatinsk Test Site, also known as "The Polygon", was the primary testing
venue for the Soviet Union's nuclear weapons. It is located on the steppe in northeast Kazakhstan,
south of the valley of the Irtysh River.

41) Whose birth anniversary is observed as the National Sports Day in India?
A.Milkha Singh
B.Soma Biswas
C.Dhyan Chand
D.Norman Pritchard

Answer C
Explanation National Sports Day is observed on 29 August 2020. The day is to commemorate
the birth anniversary of hockey legend Major Dhyan Chand. The main objective of the Day is to
spread awareness of the importance of sports and daily activities in every individual's life.

42) When was the Nuclear weapons testing began across the world?
A.1945
B.1952
C.1963
D.1968

Answer A
Explanation Nuclear weapons testing began on 16 July 1945. Over 2,000 tests have taken place.
The USA, USSR, UK, France, China, India, Pakistan, and North Korea are the countries that
have tested nuclear weapons so far.
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43) Who led India into 3 Olympic gold medals in 1928, 1932, and 1936?
A.Milkha Singh
B.Roop Singh
C.K.D.Singh
D.Dhyan Chand

Answer D
Explanation Dhyan Chand Singh has led India into 3 Olympic gold medals in 1928, 1932, and
1936. By winning the Olympic gold medal on three occasions and marked his position in the
pages of history.

44) When is Telugu Language Day observed?
A.25 August
B.27 August
C.29 August
D.31 August

Answer C
Explanation Telugu Language Day, also known as Telugu Bhasha Dinotsavam, is celebrated on
29 August every year. The day is observed to commemorate the birthday of one of the earliest
modern Telugu linguists Gidugu Venkata Ramamurthy.

45) When is International Day against Nuclear Tests observed?
A.27 August
B.29 August
C.12 August
D.18 August

Answer B
Explanation The International Day against Nuclear Tests is observed on 29 August across the
world. The day aims to provoke the world organization, youth networks, and the media against
nuclear testing. The day is to remind that one day all nuclear weapons will be eliminated.

46) Which language is called as The Italian of the East?
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A.Hindi
B.Sanskrit
C.Telugu
D.Marathi

Answer C
Explanation Telugu is referred to as

47) When did the UNGA declare the observation of the International Day
against Nuclear Tests?
A.2002
B.2009
C.2013
D.2003

Answer B
Explanation On 2 December 2009, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in its 64th
session declared 29 August as the International Day against Nuclear Tests and adopting
resolution 64/35. The day was aimed to create awareness and education about the effects of
nuclear weapon test explosions or any other nuclear explosions.

48) Which State govt passed a resolution against the Centres farm ordinances?
A.Haryana
B.Tamil Nadu
C.Punjab
D.Bihar

Answer C
Explanation Punjab State Government passed a resolution against the Centres farm ordinances.
The resolution was tabled by Chief Minister Amarinder Singh. The resolution termed these
ordinances as anti-farmer and against the Minimum Support Price (MSP) regime.
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